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ACCIDENTS,  Industrial,  in  Great  Britain,  1900, 
172. 

Industrial,  in  Great  Britain,  Report  of  De- 
partmental Committee  re,  630. 

To  employees  of  G.T.R.  during  1902,  900. 

ACCIDENT   INSURANCE  : 
Legal  decision  re,  387. 

ACTS  :  (See  Labour  Legislation). 

AGRICULTURAL  EXPERIMENTS  : 

Report  of  Ontario  Agricultural  and  Experi- 
mental Union,  56. 

AGRICULTURE  :    (See    also    Reports    of    Local 
Correspondents). 
Conditions  of  Crops — Mention  of,  in  Article 
on    Industrial   and   Labour    Conditions   for 
June,  3,  4  ;  July,  62  ;  August,  122  ;  Septem- 
ber,   191  ;    October,    282  ;    November,    390  ; 
December,  487.  488  ;  January,  635  ;  March, 
720  ;  April,  825  ;  May,  940. 
Amendment  to   Manitoba  Grain  Act,  31. 
(Erection  of  warehouses,  maintenance  of  load- 
ing   platforms,    inspection    and    allotment    of 
cars). 

An  Act  further  to  Amend  the  General  Ins- 
pection Act,  32. 
Binder   Twine   added   to   articles   subject   to 

Government  inspection.  32. 
CroD   Grading   of   oats   extended    to    include 
Extra  No.  1  and  No.  3,  32. 

>An  Act  to  amend  'the  Packing  and  Sale  of 
certain  Staple  Commodities,  32. 
Report  of  Department  of — North-west  Ter- 
ritories. 1901,  57. 
Crop  Outlook,  62,  63,  64. 
Conditions  in  British  Columbia,  68,  160. 
Annual  Report  of  Minister  of,  Canada,  19)2, 

710. 
Annual  Report  of  Minister  of,  Ontario,  1902, 

711. 
Agricultural  products— Prices  of,  572. 
igricultural  In&jstry  : 
In  Prince  Edward  Island.    Review  of  Census 

return  re,  562. 
la     British     Columbia      Review     of     Census 

return  re,  616. 
In   Nova    Scotia.     Review   of   Census    return 
re,  692. 

in  Prince  Ed-ward  Island.    Review  of  Census 

return  re,  914. 
In    Manitoba    and    North-west    Territories. 

Review  of  Census  return  re,  771. 


A  GRICULTURE— Con, 
Agricultural  Values  : 
In  Prince  Edward  Island.    Report  of  Census 

Department  on,  563. 
In  British  Columbia.     Report  of  Census  De- 
partment on,  617. 
In  Nova  Scotia.    Report  of  Census  Depart- 
ment on.  693. 
In  Manitoba.    Report  of  Census  Department 

on.  773. 
In  North-west  Territories.     Report  of  Cen- 
sus Department  on,  774. 
In   New  Brunswick.    Report   of  Census  De- 
partment on,  914. 
Agriculturists  : 

British,  Immigration   of  into  Canada,  576. 
Agricultural  Societies  : 
Meeting  of,   720. 

/^LIEN  LABOUR  : 

Conviction  under  Act  in  Toronto,  124. 
Legal  decisions  affecting,  187,  188,  279. 
Amendments  to  Act  proposed,  828. 

ALEXANDER  GIBSON  RAILWAY  AND  MANU- 
FACTURING CO.,   Incorporation  of,  492. 

AMERICAN    SETTLERS  : 

Immigration  of,  into  Canadian  West,  528,  723. 

AMERICAN   TOBACCO    CO.: 

Contract  with  retailers,   218,  377,  865,  867. 

AMERICAN    FEDERATION    OF    LABOUR  : 
Annual   Meeting  of   Executive   of,   828. 

ANTHRACITE  : 

Supply  .'Jf  in  Canada,  321,  367. 

ANTI-CONTRACT   LABOUR  BILL  : 

Proposed   ty   Dominion    Trades    and   Labour 
Congress,    868.  , 

APPRENTICES  : 

Iron   Moulders,   101. 

In  Printing  Trades,  France,  480. 

Apprentice  System — Decadence  of  in  United 

States.  792.  i 

Apprentice  Agreements  in  Belgium,  795. 

ARBITRATION  (See  also  Trade  Disputes,  Con- 
ciliation,  Reports  of  Local  Correspondents). 
jBUrre  compulsory  arbitration  in  settlement 
of  railway  labour  disputes',  Dominion,  1902, 
34. 
Arbitration  Awards — Report  of  in  New  Zeal- 
and, 58. 
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ARBITRATION—  Con. 

Approved    by    Iron    Moulders    International 

Union  in  Labour  disputes,  102. 
In  Workmen's  Compensation  Act  of  British 

Columbia,  114. 
Arbitration   Boards  in  Great   Britain — Work 

of,  263,   265,   268. 
In    ease    of    strike    of    Hamilton    electrical 

workers,   260,   272. 
In  case  of  dispute  between  shoe  workers  and 

Goulet  &  Garant,   Quebec,   707.  803,  807. 
Conciliation    and — Reference     to,    Tn    annual 

report  of  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour,  672. 
Of  trade  disputes  in  1901,  540,  541. 
In  ccal  mines  of  Pennsylvania — Findings  of 

United    States    Commissioners    re,    791. 
Principle  of  adopted  by  Toronto  Street  Rail- 
j      wy  Co.,   11021. 
A.rJntration  Compulsory  : 

Resolution  of  Dominion  Trades  and  Labour 

Congress  re,   235. 
\     Opposed  by  Manufacturers,  828. 

ASSESSMENT  : 

Report  of  Commissioner  at  Ottawa,  577. 

ASSOCIATIONS  OF  EMPLOYERS  AND  WORK- 
MEN : 
In  Great  Britain,  1900,  172. 

ATLANTIC    SERVICE  : 
Canadian  Fast,  194,  525. 

Tenders   for,   invited   by   Dominion    govern- 
ment, 722. 

ATLANTIC  TRANSPORTATION.  395,  826. 

ATLIN  : 

Mining  District  of — Operations  in,  104. 

AUSTRALIA  : 

Trade  with,   526. 

AUSTRIA  : 

Technical  education  in,  794. 
Industrial  disturbances  in,  1901.   631. 

BAIT  ASSOCIATIONS  : 

Incorporation  of,  in  Quebec,  1005. 

BAGGAGEMEN  : 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of — Special  arti- 
cle with  tables  relating  to.   609. 

BAKERS : 

'Strike  of,  at  Winnipeg,  51,  110. 
Strike  at  (Hamilton,  51,110. 

BANKING  : 


BANK  OF  COMMERCE  : 

Annual  statement  of,  492. 

BANK  OF   MONTREAL  : 

Increase  in  capital  stock  of,  575. 
Annual  statement  of,  941 

BARLEY : 

Prices  of  in  Great  Britain  in  1900-01,  171. 

BARR.   REV.   MR.: 

Immigration  &cheme  of,  638,  897,  898,  1009. 

BEET   SUGAR  : 

Manufacture  of,  inaugurated  in  Ontario,  390. 
Industry   in    Canada — Special    article    dealing 

with.  762. 
Industry   in   Canada — Reference   to  in   Edit- 
orial Notice,  717. 

BELGIUM  : 

The  labour  problem  in,   631; 
Lace-making  and  embroidery  in,  632. 
Technical   education   in,   795. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  16,  77,  132, 
210.  301,  413,  502,  586,  650,  739,  840.  952. 

BENEFITS  : 

Sick  and  insurance  benefits  of  G.T.R.  em- 
ployees,  900. 

BENEFIT    SOCIETIES  : 

Employees'   Mutual   at  Peterboro — Organiza- 
tion of.   265. 
Toronto  Fire  Brigade  Society,  697. 

BERLIN.   ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  Government  con- 
tract for  construction  of  alterations  and 
additions  to  post  office  building  at,  1035. 

Strike  of  woodworkers  at  271,  379,  479,  687. 

BILL-POSTERS    ASSOCIATION  :     (Master). 
Meeting  at  Toronto,  200. 

BINDER    TWINE  : 
Prices   of,   64. 

BLACKSMITHS  : 

Strike  of.  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  1027 

BLIND  : 

In  Canada — Return  of  Census  Dept.  re,  68. 

BOARD  AND   LODGING  : 
*      For  Workingmen,  95,  99. 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH  OF  ONTARIO  « 
Twentieth   Annual   Report  of,    118. 


Canadian.  Reference  to  in  General  Summary  BOARD  OF  TRADE  CONFERENCES  : 
of   Labour   and   Industrial   Conditions,    66,  Mention    of.    in    Review    of    Industrial    an 

197,  399,   575,   726,  827,   941.  Labour  Conditions  for  June,  6. 

Canadian-IB  1902.  527.  ^  BU1U)IN0  .  [ 

Effect  of  Japanese  immigration  on  industry 
in  B.C..   42. 


BANKS : 

Increase  in  number  of,  67 


BANKERS'    ASSOCIATION  : 

Canadian— Annual  meeting  of,  401. 


BOAT    PULLERS  : 

Permits  in  B.C.,  977. 
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BOILERMAKERS   AND   HELPERS: 

Strike  of.  at  Toronto,  50. 

BOOM    EMPLOYEES  : 

Strike  of  at  Quyon,  Que.,  187. 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  TRADES  (See  also  Reports  of 
Local   Correspondents). 
In  British  Columbia,  163. 

BOTTLERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Fairville,  N.B.,  185. 

BOUNTIES  : 

Iron  and  steel.  285. 

BOWMANVILLE  : 

Strike  of  piano-makers  at,  185,  272. 
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BOYCOTTINi 

Liability   of   Trade    Unions    for — Legal    deci- 
sion re,  933. 

BRAKEMEN  : 

Wages  and  hours  of — Special  article  relating 
to.  with  tables,  G09. 

BRANDON.    MAN.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of   local   correspondent,    27,   90,    146, 
223,   316.   428,   514,   598,   662,   756,   855,   966. 

BRANTFORD.  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of   local   correspondent,    20,    82,    137, 
215.  306,  419.  506,  590,  654,  745,  846,  958. 

BREAD  : 

Prices  of.  124. 

Prices  of  in  Great  Britain  in  1900-01,  171. 

BRICK- MAKING  : 

In  British  Columbia,  163. 

BRIDGE   WORKERS  : 

Strike  of  at  Walkcrville,  Ont,  927. 

BRITISH   COLUMBIA  : 

Conditions    in — 'mentioned    in   article    on    In- 
dustrial and  Labour  Conditions,  7,   68. 

Japanese  immigrants  in,  41. 

Effect    of    Japanese    on    lumbering   industry, 
42. 

Legislation   affecting   labour    in,    45,    113. 

Refusal  of  Government  of,  to  allow  export  of 
cedar.  64. 

Industrial  and  labour  conditions  in.  as  illus-| 
trated   in   report  of   Royal   Commission   of 
1900  on  Oriental  Immigration,   102. 

Market   gardening   in,   103. 

Land  clearing  in.   103. 

Coal  Mines  of.  103. 

Placer   fields   of,    104. 

Lode  mining  in,  104. 

Yield  of  minerals  in,  104. 

Lumber  trade  of,  192. 

Conditions  in  mining  in,  192,  486,  524. 

Conditions  in  mining  in — Annual   report  re, 
180. 

Industrial  Conditions  in — Special  article   on, 
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BRITISH    COLUMBIA— Con. 

Industrial  Conditions  in,  In  1902 — Reference 

to.  529. 
Activity  in  Lumbering  in,  283,  486,  524. 
Legislature    opened,    827. 

■Salmon  fishing  in — Report  of  Royal  Commis- 
sion on,  976. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ELECTRIC  RAILWAY 
CO.: 

Experiment  in  profit  sharing,  560. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  MINING  ASSOCIATION  : 

Organization  proposed,  639. 
Special  report  on,  775.     \ 
Constitution  of,  776. 

BRITISH    COLUMBIA    LUMBERMEN'S    ASSO- 
CIATION : 
Statement  of,   re   lumber   prices,   721. 

BUILDERS'  LABOURERS  : 
Strike,  of,  at  Quebec,  51. 
Strike  of,  at  Hamilton,  921. 

BUILDING  OPERATIONS  : 

Toronto  returns   for   1902,   577. 

BUILDING    TRADES  : 

Strike   of,    at    Toronto,    269,    379. 

BULKLEY   VALLEY,   B.C.  : 
Settlement  of.  289. 

BUTTER  : 

Exports  of,  307. 

CALIFORNIA    LABOUR    STATISTICS,    630 

CANADA   ATLANTIC    RAILWAY  : 
Strike   of  trackmen   on,   927,   1027. 

CANADA  FISHING  COMPANY  : 
Organization  of,  523. 

CANADA   GROCERS.    LIMITED  : 
Charter  aplied  for,  827. 

CANADA   NORTHERN   RAILWAY : 
Strike  of  employees  on,  110. 
Strike  of  machinists  on,  Winnipeg,  627. 

CANADA    NORTH-WEST    LAND    CO.  : 
Land  sales  of.  577. 

CANADIAN  CA'NNERS'  CONSOLIDATED  COM- 
PANY.  727. 
CANADIAN  CAPITAL  : 
Investment  of.  827. 

CANADIAN  HIGH  COMMISSIONERS  REPORT 
for  1902.   725. 

CANADIAN  MANUFACTURERS'  ASSOCIA- 
TION : 

Incorporation  of,  33. 

Objects  and  powers  of,  33.    \ 

Annual  session  of,   124. 

Action  of  Montreal  branch  re  technical  edu- 
cation. 201. 
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CANADIAN  PACIFIC   RAILWAY,    60. 

Recapitalization  of,   31. 

Dominion  Legislation  regarding  increase  of 
capital  stock,  31. 

Control  of  rates  of,  31. 

Land   sales,   67,   195,   577. 

Annual  report  of,  195. 

Number  of  men  and  wages  paid  on  Pacific 
Division   of.   163. 

Employment  on   company's  steamships,   164. 

Annual  meeting  of  shareholders,  285,   401. 

Superannuation  and  pension  fund  of — Special 
article   dealing  with,   552. 

Additions  to  rolling  stock,  489. 

Purchase  of  Atlantic  freight  and  steamships 
by,   640,  722. 

New  shops  at  Montreal,  525. 

Capital  stock  of,  525. 

Contract  for  building  bridges,  825. 

Trans-Atlantic  Steamship  service  inaugur- 
ated, 825. 

CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES: 
Strike  of  at  Vancouver  (U.B.R.E.),  796,  920, 

922. 
Strike  of  trackmen,   535. 

CANNING    INDUSTRY    IN    BRITISH    COLUM- 
BIA : 

Statistics  re  growth,  pack,  value  of  pack, 
number  of  persons  employed,  &c,  161. 

CALGARY.    N.W.T.,   AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  664,  756,  856, 

968. 
Strike  of  Carpenters  at,  107,  109. 

CARIBOO    MINING    DISTRICT  : 
Conditions  in,   104. 

CAR  FAMINE,  393,  489,  704,  722,  825. 

CARPENTERS : 

Strike  of  at  St.   Catharines,   479. 

Strike  of  at  Toronto,  1027,  1028,  1031. 

Strike  of  at  Calgary,  107,  109. 

Strike  of  at  Winnipeg,  535. 

Strike   of  at  Ottawa,   535. 

Strike  of  on  steamer  '  Pharsalia ',  707. 

CARPET  WORKERS : 

Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  107,  187. 

CARRIAGE    AND    WAGON    MAKERS  : 
Strike  of  at  Toronto,  Ont.,  51. 
Strike   of  at  Oshawa,   Ont.,  803. 

CARRIAGE    WORKERS  : 

Strike  of  at  Oshawa,  Ont.,  803. 

CATTLE  : 

Market  for.  63. 

CENSUS    DEPARTMENT  . 

Report  of.  re  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  and  in- 
sane, 68. 

Reports  of,  re  population  of  Canada  by  ages, 
266. 


CENSUS  DEPARTMENT— Con. 

Reports  of,  re  agricultural  industry  in  Prince 
Edward  Island.  562. 

Reports  of,  re  agricultural  industry  in  Brit- 
ish  Columbia,  616. 

Reports  of,  re  agricultural  industry  in  Nova 
Scotia,  692. 

Reports  of,  re  agricultural  industry  in  Man- 
itoba   and    North-west    Territory,    771. 

Reports  of,  re  agricultural  industry  in  New 
Brunswick.  914. 

CHANGES     IN      RATES     OF     WAGES  :      (See 
Wages). 

CHARITIES    AND    CORRECTIONS  : 
Canadi^p  Conference  of,  259. 

CHARLOTTETOWN.    P.E.I.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 
Reports    of    local    correspondent,    9,    70,    125, 
202,  291,  403,  494,  578,  641,  729,  830,  943. 

CHATHAM.  ONT..   AND  DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  Local  Correspondent  for,  24,   88, 
142,   £20,    312,    425,    511,    595,    660,    752,    851, 
964. 
Strike   of   tailors   at.   268. 

CHEESE  : 

Exports  of,  397. 

CHILDREN  : 

Neglected  and  Dependent — Ontario  Report  of 
Superintendent    of,    1902,    1037. 

CHINESE  : 

Immigration — Revenue  from,  67,  52 

Statistics  re,  in  industries  of  British  Colum- 
bia, 103,  104,  161,  162,  163,  164. 

As  domestic  servants  in  British  Columbia, 
162. 

Chinese  and  Japanese — Exclusion  of — Inter- 
view of  representative  of  Government  of 
British  Columbia  with  Dominion  Govern- 
ment re,   639. 


CIGARETTES  : 

Manufacture    of    in    Canada, 


S66. 


CIGAR  MAKERS  : 

Strike    of   at    Montreal.    Que.,    803. 
Strike  of  at  London,  Ont,  1027. 

CIGARMAK1NG  : 

In  British  Columbia,  163. 

CLINTON  : 

Fair   wages   schedule   in   Governement    con- 
tract for  Post  Office  at,  106. 

CLOTHING  TRADES : 

In  British  Columbia — Conditions  in,  162,  163. 

COAL  : 

Amalgamation   of   Dominion   Iron   and   Steel  J 
and  Dominion  Coal  Companies,  8. 

Effect  of  Japanese  on  mining  in  British  Co- 
lumbia, 43. 

Prices  of.  8,  62,  124,  190. 

Canadian  supply  of,  6S,  198. 
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OAL— Con. 

Mines  of  British  Columbia,  103. 

Coal  mines  regulation  in  British  Columbia, 

115. 
Prices  of  in  Great  Britain  in  1900-01,  171. 
Coal    mines    regulation    Act — Legal    decision 

re.  816. 

COAL  COMMISSION.  U.S.: 

Proceedings   of,   373,   374,   457. 

OAL  DEALERS : 

Combine  of,  at  Brantford  (See  Combines). 

COAL  MINERS  : 

Strike  of  at  Michel,  B.C.,  476,  477,  707,  803, 
799.   920. 

Strike  of  at  Morrissey,  B.C.,  707,  803,799,  920. 

Strike  of  at  Fernie,  B.C.,  707,  803,  799,  920. 

Strike  of  at  Newcastle,  N.S.,  625. 

Strike  of  at  Nanaimo,  B.C.,  707. 

Strike  of  at  Extension,  B.C.,  808. 
U     Strike  of  at  Ladysmith,   B.C.,  973,  974. 
I<S     trike  of  at  Cumberland,  B.C.,  973,  974. 

cbuL    SITUATION    IN    CANADA  : 

Tho  Pennsylvania  Coal  Strike  and   the — 
Special    articles    referring   to,    321,    449,    554. 

Reference  to,  521,  618,  684,  787. 
References  to   in  editorial  notices,   281,   389, 
486.  571.  633,  717. 

I.  Introductory,  321. 
Gravity  of  situation  in  Canada,  321. 
Special    investigation    by    Department    of 

Labour  into,  322.  323. 

II.  Effects  of  anthracite  strike  on  conditions 
in  Canada — 

Fuel  supply  and  effect  of  s-trike  on,  with 
reference  to  municipal  action,  substitutes 
for  coal  employed,   &c,   &c,  in  Canada, 
324. 
In  Quebec.   327. 
In    Maritime   Provinces,    324. 
In  Ontario,  328. 
In  Manitoba,  330. 
In  British  Columbia,  330. 
Some  general  effects — 
On  fuel  prices,  331. 
On  coal  mining.  331. 
On   transportation,   331. 
On  manufacturing,  332. 
On  political  relationship,  332. 
On  provincial  and  muncipal  action,  332. 
III.  Special    reports    by    Gazette    correspon- 
dents on   the   situation — 
Halifax,    334  ;    Charlottetown,    334  ;    Quebec, 
335  ;  Sherbrooke,  337  ;  Three  Rivers,  33S  ; 
St.    Hyacinthe,   338  ;   Montreal,    339  ;   Hull, 
339  ;   Ottawa,    240  ;    Kingston,   340  ;    Belle- 
vilie,    341  ;    Toronto,    342  ;    Hamilton,    342  ; 
Brantford,    343  ;    Guelph,    344  ;    Strathford, 
345  ;  London,  346  ;  St.  Thomas.  347  ;  Chat- 
ham.  347  ;    Windsor,   343  ;   Winnipeg,    348  ; 
Brandon,    349  ;    New      Westminster,     350  ; 
Vancouver,   350  ;   Victoria,    350  ;   Nanaimo, 
351. 
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COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA—  Con. 

IV.  Prices  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
in  Canada,   1900-01-02,  351. 

Tables  relating  to,  352. 

V.  Coal    production    and   supply    in    Canada, 

362. 

Value  and  amount  of  output,  362. 

Distribution  of  coal  areas,  362. 

The   Nova   Scotia   fields,   362. 

Areas  in  Manitoba  and  North-west  Terri- 
tories.  365. 

British   Columbia  fields,   365. 

Growth  of  coal  mining  industry  in  Canada, 
366. 

Coal  trade  of  Canada,  367. 

The   anthracite    supply,    367. 

VI.  Review  of  Pennsylvania  anthracite  coal 
strike,  368. 

Origin   of   the   strike,   3G9. 
Demands  of  the  mine  workers,  370. 
Other  issues  involved,  370. 
Aspects  of  miners'  claims,   370. 
Suggestions    by    United    States     Commis- 
sioners, 370. 
Progress  of  the  strike,  372. 
Negotiations  for  settlement,  372. 
Resumption  of  work,  373. 

VII.  Special  monthly  articles  (in  which  im- 
portations of  coal,  activity  of  mining 
operations,  movement  of  prices,  munici- 
pal and  corporate  action  and  the  general 
situation  and  the  outlook  are  treated  and 
referred  to) — 

During  November,  448  ;  December,  554  ; 
January,  618  ;  February,  684  ;  March, 
787. 

COASTING    TRADE  : 

Act  respecting  the  Coasting  Trade  of  Canada, 
Dominion  Legislation,  1902,  33. 

COKE  : 

Supply  of  in  British  Columbia,  674. 

COLD  STORAGE  : 

Service    <^f   Dominion    Government,    69. 

COLLINGWOOD,   ONT.  : 

Strike  of  labourers  at,  808. 

COLONIZATION  :  (See  also  Immigration). 
In  Ontario  and  Quebec,  7,  67,  528. 
In  Western  Canada.  67,  528. 
In    Quebec — Annual    report    cf    Minister    of, 

1902.   811. 
In  New  Ontario.  289. 
Tn    British   Columbia,    289. 
Colonization,  of  Quebec  re-constituted,  639. 

COLORADO   LABOUR   STATISTICS,   711. 

CONCILIATION  : 

Voluntary  conciliation  in  settlement  of  strike 
of  Toronto  Street  Railway  employees,  35, 
36. 

In   Great  Britain.   1900-01,   172. 
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CONCILIATION— Con. 

Annual  report  of  Massachusetts  State  Board 

of    for    1902,    1039. 
Boards   in   Great   Britain— Work  of   in   1901, 

263.  265,   26S. 
Settlement  of  industrial  disputes  in  Canada 

during   1902    by— Special    article    referring 

to.   546. 
Work  of — Reference  to  in  Annual  Report  of 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour,  672. 
Conciliation  Committee  of  Crow's  Nest  Pass 

Coal  Company  and  employees,  800. 
In  Ontario — Reference  to  in  Annual   Report 

of  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour,  919. 

CONCILIATION  ACT,   1900  : 

Settlement   of  disputes   in   Canada   in   1900 — 

Special   article  referring  to,  546. 
Settlement  of  disputes   in  Canada  in  1901 — 

Special  article  referring  to,  538. 
Am^jadments     to,      proposed     by     Dominion 
^Trades  and  Labour  Congress,  868. 
Intervention  of  Department  of  Labour  under, 
1902-03— 
In  strike  of  freight  handlers  at  Winnipeg, 

48. 
In    strike    of    employees    at     saw-mill    at 

Louiseville,   Que.,   49. 
In  behalf  of  employees  of  Quebec  Southern 

Railway  Co.,  681,  798. 
In  strike  of  employees  of  Crow's  Nest  Pass 

Coal  Company,  673,  799. 
In  strike  of  employees  of  St.  Croix  cotton 

mills,  904. 
In    strike    of    employees    of    Hawkesbury 

lumber  mills,  904. 
In    strike    of    longshoremen    at    Montreal, 
1025. 

CONDUCTORS  : 

Railway,   in  Canada — Wages  and  hours  of — 
Special  article  on,  165. 

CONFECTIONERS  : 

Strike  of  at  Hamilton,  51,  110. 
Strike   of  at  Winnipeg,   51,   110. 

CONFERENCES : 

Of  Provincial  Cabinet  Ministers  at  Quebec, 

592. 
Of  municipalities  at  Berlin,  Cnt,  re  Niagara 

Power — Special  report  on,  690. 
Of  municipalities  at  Berlin,  Ont.,  re  Niagara 

Power— Reference  in  editorial  article,  633, 

634. 

CONGRESS  :  (See  Trades  and  Labour  Congress 
and  National  Trades  and  Labour  Congress 
of  Canada). 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  : 
In  shanties,  64. 

CONTRADICTORY   EVIDENCE  : 
Legal  decision  re,  570. 

CONTRACTS  :   (See  Government  Contracts). 


CONVENTIONS  : 

Iron   Moulders   International,   100. 

COMBINATIONS  : 

Of  coal  dealers  at  Brantford,  Ont.— Enquiry 
into— Special  articles  relating  to,  623.  639, 
909. 

Of  lumber  dealers  in  Western  Canada — 
Complaints   regarding,   721. 
Special   article  re,   887. 

Legislation    re    depressing    grain    prices    ir' 
Manitoba  by  combination,   32. 
COMMISSIONS  : 

Government,   affecting  labour,   672. 

Report  of  Royal  Commission  on  Japanese 
Immigration,  39. 

Commission  of  enquiry  into  flsbing  condi- 
tions  of  British   Columbia,   523. 

Commission    to    investigate    industrial    dis    , 
putes    in    British     Columbia — Appointmer' 
of.  reference  to,  822  ;  Special  article  ref'    - 
ring  to,  887,  973  ;  Reference  to  in  edito    al 
notices,   821,   937. 

Commission  on  transportation,  825,  974. 

Commission  on  British  Columbia  fisheiies, 
report  of — Special  article  on,  976. 

COMPENSATION    FOR    INJURIES  : 

Workmen's  Act  in  British  Columbia,  113. 

Legal  decision  re  in  Court  of  King's  Bench 
at    Quebec,    279. 

Legal  decision  re  in  Superior  Court  of  Can- 
ada, 385. 

Legal  decision  re  Court  of  Appeal,  Toronto, 
387.  388. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Mr.  Justice  Trebolme 
at  Montreal,   483. 

Legal   decision  re  at  Victoria,   B.C.,   4S4. 

Legal  decision  re  in  Superior  Court,  Mont- 
real, 570. 

Legal  decision  re  in  Superior  Court,  Mont- 
real,714. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Chancellor  Boyd,  714. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Mr.  Justice  Archibald 
at  Montreal.  813. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Court  of  King's  Bench, 
813. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Mr.  Justice  Fortin  at 
Montreal.  814. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Supreme  Court  of  Can- 
ada, S15. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Mr.  Justice  McMahon 
at  Toronto.  1041. 

Legal  decision  re  by  Mr.  Justice  Marl  in  at 
Victoria.  B.C.,  933. 

Legal  decision  re  in  Superior  Court,  Mont- 
real. 1039,  1040. 

Legal  decision  re  in  High  Court  at  Toronto 
1040. 

COMPENSATION  SCHEMES  : 

Workingmen's.  in  Great  Britain.  173. 

COMPULSORY  ARBITRATION:  (See  ArbUr.Uion 
Compulsory). 
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CO-OPERATION  : 

Co-operative  foundries,  100,  101. 
Cc-operative  stores   among  Atlantic   fisher- 
men—Special article  cm,  680. 
■Reference  to,  in  editorial  notice,  633. 

COPPER  AND  NICKEL  :  (See  Industries  of 
Canada). 

CORDWOOD  CUTTING  IN  BRITISH  COLUM- 
BIA, 161. 

COST  OF  LIVING  :  (See  also  Reports  of  Loeal 
Correspondents) . 

Special   article   on,   95. 

Investigation  by  Department  of  Labour- 
Special  articles  relating  to  Canada.  778, 
869,  979. 

Increase  in  during  1902,  521. 

In  Victoria,  B.C.,  1C3. 

In  France,  812. 

Reference  to  in  summary  of  Industrial  and 
Labour  Conditions,  282. 

Statistics  relating  to— Reference  to  in  An- 
nual Report  of  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour, 
671. 

COTTON  WEAVERS  : 

Strike  of  at  Milltown,   N.B.,  809,   901,  921. 

CROPS : 

Outlook  of,   62,   63,   64,   122,  191. 

Harvesting  of,   191,   522. 

Apple   crop,   282. 

Sugar  beets,  282. 

In  Ontario.   390. 

Tn    Nova    Scotia.    391. 

In  Western  Canada,  487. 

Planting  of.  940. 

Field— Census  reports  re    (See  Field  crops). 

CROWN  LANDS.  ONTARIO  : 

Report  of  Commissioner  of   1902,   1037. 

CROW'S  NEST   PASS   COAL  CO  :     I 

Strike  of  employees  of— Special  article,   673. 

CUMBERLAND,  B.C.  : 

Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  973,  974. 

CUSTOMS  RETURNS  FOR  PORT  OF  WINNI- 
PEG. 577. 

DAIRYING  IN  1902.  488. 

DAIRYMEN'S     ASSOCIATION     OF     ONTARIO  : 
Annual   report  of,   1902,  118,  1036. 
Annual  meeting  of.  572. 

DEAD  MEAT  TRADE  IN  CANADA,  490. 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  IN  CANADA,  68. 

DECEASED   EMPLOYEES  : 

Rights    of    relations    of,    against    employers, 
188. 

DECEPTION  OF  WORKMEN  : 

British  Columbia  Act  to  prevent,  45. 

DECKHANDS : 

Strike  of,  at  New  Westminster,  707. 


DEERING  COMPANY,  THE  : 

Establishment  of,  at  Hamilton,  525. 

DEFECTIVE   MATERIAL  : 

Liability    of    employers    for — Legal    decision 
re,  814. 

DELTA,  MAN.  : 

Strike  of  Fishermen  at,  50. 

DEPARTMENTS   AND   BUREAUS : 

Reviews  of  reports  cf,  56,  118,  180,  274,  381, 

480,  569,  628,  710,  810,  930,  1036. 
Reference  to  reports  of,  in  annual  report  of 

Deputy  (Minister  of  Labour,  671. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOUR  :    (See  also  Inter- 
vention). 
^pHSx^  of — Special  article  dealing  with,  674. 
ikrvestigations   conducted  by,   671. 
Library  of,  673. 
Correspondents    of,    673. 
Revenue  and  expenditure  of,  673. 

DEPORTATION    OF    IMMIGRANTS  : 
Regulations  affecting,  341,  491,  528. 

DEPOSITS  : 

In  Canadian  Banks,  66 

DISASTERS  : 

On   Great   Lakes,   492. 
In  coal  mines  at  Fernie,  524. 
During    the    month   of    May— Special   article 
on.  1011. 

DISEASES  : 

Industrial  in  Great  Britain,  172. 

DISMISSAL  OF  EMPLOYEES  : 

Legal  decisions  re  at  Toronto,  483,  715,  £13. 

DOMESTIC  TRADE   OF  CANADA  :   (See   Trade, 
Domestic). 

DOMESTIC  SERVANTS  : 
Japanese  as,  43. 
Chinese   as.   162. 

DOMINION  GRANGE  : 

Interview  with  Ontario  Legislature  re  scar- 
city of  farm  labour,  639. 

DOMINION   MILLERS'    ASSOCIATION  : 
Annual  meeting  at  Toronto,  200. 

DRESDEN   SUGAR    COMPANY,    LIMITED,    765. 

DRIVERS.    RIVER  : 
'Scarcity  of.   720. 

DROUGHT   IN   AUSTRALIA,    1007. 

DUTY  OF  EMPLOYEES  TO  EMPLOYERS  : 
Legal  decisions  re,  385,  711,  815,  932. 

DYKING  WORKS  ALONG  FRASER  RIVER,  103. 
EARLY-CLOSING  : 

Act  in   New  South   Wales,   277. 

EDITORIAL  NOTICES,   1,   61,   121,   189,   231,   3S9, 
485,    571,    633,   717,   821,    937. 
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EEL   RIVER.   N.B.: 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  con- 
tract for  construction  of  station  at,  262. 

ELECTRICAL,   WORKERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  50,  921. 
Strike  of,  at  Hamilton,  50,  185,  272. 
Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  1031. 

ELEVATORS,  NEW,  64. 

EMBARGO   ON   CANADIAN   CATTLE,   287,   489, 
490,  826. 

EMPIRE   TOBACCO   CO.  : 

Contract  with  retailers,  248,  866,  867. 

EMPLOYERS'   ASSOCIATION  OF  TORONTO  : 
Report    of   organization    of,    374. 
Constitution  of,   376. 
By-laws,    376. 
Annual  meeting  of — -Special  article  on,  913. 

EMPLOYERS  LIABILITY  :  Legal  decisions  re 
(See  Compensation  for  Injuries). 

ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RESOLU- 
TION BY  POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT  : 
(See  Fair  Wages). 

ESQUDMO— POPULATION    OF    UNGAVA,    727. 

EXPERIMENTAL  UNION  : 
Meeting  of.  480. 

EXPENDITURE,    CANADIAN  : 

References  to,  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions,  5,  65,  195,  285, 
396,   574,   575,   638,  726,  727,  826,   941. 

EXPERIMENTAL    FARMS  : 

Annual   report   of   Canadian,   923.. 

EXPERIMENTS   IN   SUGAR   BEET   CULTURE, 

763. 

EXPORTS  :    (See  Trade). 

EXTENSION.   B.C.  : 

Closing  of  Mines  at,  721. 

FACTORIES  : 

New,  in  Ontario,  190. 

FACTORIES  ACT  : 

Working  of,  in  New  South  Wales,  277. 

Quebec,  working  of,  811. 
Application  of,   828. 

FAILURES  : 

Business,  in  Canada,  66,  527. 

FAIR  WAGES  :  (See  Government  contracts). 
Resolution — Enforcement  by  Post  Office  Dept. 
during  June,  55  ;  July,  117  ;  August,  174  ; 
September,  273  ;  October,  378  ;  November, 
481  ;  December,  552  ;  January,  627  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 709  ;  March,  809  ;  April,  92S  ;  May, 
1036. 
Fair  wages  in  public  contracts — Reference 
to.  in  annual  report  of  Deputy  Minister  of 
Labour.   672. 


FAIRVILLE,    N.B.  : 

Strike  of  bottlers  at,  51. 

FARMERS'      ASSOCIATION,      ORGANIZATION 
OF.   AT   TORONTO,  200. 

FARM  LABOUR  : 

Scarcity  of,  639,  522,  1008. 

FAT  STOCK   EXHIBITION  : 

At  Guelph,  488. 

FERNIE,  B.C.  : 

Strikes  of  miners  at,   50,  112,   187,   673,   707, 

721,  803,  799,  920. 
Intervention    of    British     Columbia    Mining 

Association  in  strike  at,  771. 
Mining  disaster  at,  521. 

FERRYMEN  : 

Strike  of.  at  Sydney,  185. 

FIELD  CROPS  : 

Reports  of  Census  Department  re— ■ 

In  Prince  Edward  Island,  563. 
*  In  British  Columbia,   616. 

In  Nova  Scotia,   692. 

In  Manitoba,  772. 

In  North-west  Territories,  774. 

In  New  Brunswick,  914. 

FINANCIAL      STATEMENT      OF      CANADIAN 
MINISTER  OF  FINANCE,  826. 

FIRE  : 

Losses  by,  124. 

In  Dominion  No.  1  coal  mine,  Glace  bay,  721. 

At  St.  Hyacinthe,  1011. 

At  Ottawa.  1012. 

Forest   fires.    1012. 

FIRE    ESCAPES  : 

Compulsory  installation  of,  828. 

FIREMEN  : 

Toronto  union  of,  disbanded,  697. 
Death  of,  while  on  duty  at  Toronto,  68. 

FISHERIES  : 

Report  of  Ontario  Department  of,   56. 
Situation  in  British  Columbia,  68. 
'Canadian  statistics  re,  810. 
Canadian  report  re,  274. 

FISHERMEN  : 

Strike   of,   at   Delta,    Man.,    50. 

FISHERMEN'S   BAIT   ASSOCIATIONS  : 
Incorporation  of,  in  Quebec,  1005. 

FISHING  :   (See  reference  to  in  Reports  of  Loe>;l 
Correspondents) . 

FISHING   INDUSTRY   IN   CANADA  : 

Reference  to  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions,  during  July 
'64,  65y  ;i  AugusJt,  123.  ;  September.  192  ; 
October,  283  ;  December,  392  ;  January, 
572  ;  February,  635  ;  March,  721  ;  April' 
824  ;  May,   939. 


I 


INDEX 


XI 


FISHING  INDUSTRY  IN  CANADA— Cort. 
Sardine,  in  Nova  Scotia,  572. 
Deep  sea,  condition  of,  680. 
Salmon,  in  British  Columbia,   976. 
During  1902,  523. 

FLOUR   MILLING   IN    CANADA,    523. 

FOREIGN  TRADE  :   (See  Trade,  Foreign). 

FORESTRY  : 

Canadian  reports  on,  56. 
Report  of  Ontario  director  of,  57. 
In  Western  Ontario,  201. 
Ca.iadian  Association — Report  of  Third  An- 
nual Meeting,  381. 

FORT  WILLIAM,  ONT.: 

Fair  wage  schedule  inserted  in  government 

contract    for    construction    of    post    office 

building  at,  105. 
Strike  of  iron  workers  at,  803,  807. 

FOUNDRYMEN  : 

Strike  of,  at  Sackville,  N.B.,  51,  110. 

FRANCE  : 

Industrial  conditions  in,  811,  812. 

FRANCO-CANADIAN     STEAMSHIP     SERVICE 
INAUGURATED,   725. 

FRANK.  N.W.T.  : 

Rock  slide  at,  1011. 

FRASER  RIVER  : 

Catches  of  salmon  in,   64. 

Strike  of  salmon  fishermen  on,  535. 

FRASER  RIVER  CANNERS'   ASSOCIATION  : 
Organization  of,  523. 

FREIGHT  HANDLERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Winnipeg,   48. 
Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of,  in  Canada — 
Special  article  with  tables  relating  to,  699. 

FREIGHT   RATES,   195,   201,   394. 

FREIGHT  STEAMERS  : 

Between  Montreal  and  Lake  Superior — New 
line  of.  722. 

FRENCH-CANADIANS  : 
Repatriation  of,  528. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  : 

Registration     of — Report     of,     for     Ontario, 
1901,  381. 

FRUIT   GROWERS*    ASSOCIATION   OF   ONTA- 
RIO. 56. 

Convention   of,    488. 

FRUIT   GROWING  : 

Reports  of  Census  Department  re- 
in Prince  Edward  Island,  562. 
In  British  Columbia,   616. 
In  Nova  Scotia.  692. 
In  Manitoba.  7<2. 
In  North-west  Territories,  773. 
In  New  Brunswick,  914. 


GALT,  ONT.  : 

Public  meeting  at,  re  Niagara  Falls  power, 
691. 

GARMENT  WORKERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  706. 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  INDUSTRIAL  AND 
LABOUR  CONDITIONS  : 
For  the  month  of  June,  1902,  2  ;  July,  62  ; 
August,  176  ;  September,  190  ;  October, 
282  ;  November,  390  ;  December,  486  ; 
January,  1903,  572  ;  February,  634  ;  March, 
718  ;  April,  822  ;  May,  938. 

GEOGRAPHIC    BOARD    OF  CANADA  : 
Annual  report  of,  1902,  569. 

GEORGETOWN.  P.E.I.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  station  at.  with  addi- 
tions to  Morell  and  Mount  Stewart,  262. 

GERMANY : 

Trade  discrimination.   195. 

Steel  shipments  from,  to  Canada,  826. 

GILBERT'S  ISLAND,  N.B.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  removal  of  rock  at,  262. 

GLACE  BAY  : 

Fire  in  Dominion  No.  1  coal  mine  at,  979. 
Mine  explosion  at,  828. 

GRAND  TRUNK  RAILWAY  CO.  : 

Annual  meeting  of  shareholders  of,  285. 
Increase  of  wages  by,  390. 
Additions  to  rolling  stock,  489. 
Extension  of  line  to  Pacific,  525,  825,  942. 
Insurance     and     provident     society — Annual 

report  of,  900. 
Half-yearly   reports,   825. 
Strike   of  labourers   on.   at  Montreal,   707. 

GRANITE  CUTTERS  : 

Strike  of.  at  St.  George,  N.B.,  50. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  : 

Industrial  conditions  in,  121,  171,  189,  266. 
Strikes  and  lockouts  in,  1900,  172. 
Strikes  and  lockouts  in,  1901,  263. 
Wages  and  hours  of  labour  in    official  report 
of  Department  of  Labour  re,  171,  266. 

GROCERIES  : 

Prices  of.   in  Canada,   979. 

GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  : 

Classified  according  to  date  : 
For   the    month    of     June,     48  ;     July,    105  ; 

August,    175  ;    September,    261  ;    October, 

384  ;     November,     480  ;     December,     567  ; 

January,  628  ;  February,  710  ;  April,   929  ; 

May,  1035. 
Classified  according  to  locality  : 
Berlin.  Ont.,  Construction  of  alterations  and 

additions  to  post  office  building  at,  $7,316; 

May  13.  1903.  1035. 
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GOVERNMENT   CONTRACTS— Con. 

Classified  according  to  locality — 'Con. 
Clinton,    Ont.,    Construction    of    post    office 

building  ;  $9,500  ;  July  2S,  1902,  106. 
Eel  River,  N.B.,  Construction  of  station  at, 

$1,673.75  ;  August  28,   1902,   262. 
Fort    William,    Ont.,    Construction    of    post 

office.   $20,400  ;  June   22,   1902,   105. 
Georgetown,   P.E.I.,   Construction    of  station 

at.    with    additions    to    Morell    and    Mount 

Stewart,   $3,220  ;   August   15,   1902,    262. 
Gilbert's   Island    (near   St.   John,    N.B.),   Re- 
moval   of    rock    at    $1.24    per    cubic    yard, 

August  28,   1902,   262. 
Guelph,  Ont.,  Construction  of  additions  and 

alterations  to  the  post  office  at  ;  $30,595  ; 

April  11,  1903,  929. 
Huntsviile,  Ont.,  Construction  of  pile  wharf, 

$2,770  ;  August  22,  1902,  175. 
Kingston,   Ont.,   Construction   of  gymnasium 

for    military     college,     $35,956  ;     June    24, 

1902.  105. 
London,  Ont..  Construction  of  drill  hall  at  ; 

$133,897  ;  December  6,  1902,  568. 
McLeod.  N.W.T.,  Construction  of  court  house 

at  ;   $13,973  ;  October  8,   1902,  384. 
Orillia.    Ont.,    Construction    of    wharf    at  ; 

$8,389  ;    January    12,    1903,    628. 
Ottawa.   Ont.,    Construction    of   astronomical 
1  observatory  ;  $74,999  ;  August  28,  1902,  175. 

Owen  Sound,  Ont.,  Dredging  in  harbour  of  ; 

$24,210  ;  September  5,  1902,  385. 
Point  Pelee,  Pelee  Island,  Ont.,  Extension  of 

wharf  at,  $3,500  ;  December  15,  1902,  568. 
Quebec,  Que.,  Construction  of  iron  foundry  ; 

$17,547.95  ;  June  24,   1902,  105. 
Richibuctoo,  N.B.,  Construction  of  post  office, 

customs  house,   fee,   $9,716  ;  November  25, 

1902.  480. 
Richmond,     Que.,     Construction     of     4     ice- 
breakers  at  ;    $11,317  ;   December  27,   1902, 

568. 
St.    Francois,    Que.,     Construction     of    crib 

work  at  ;  $11,800  ;  February  7,  1903,  710. 
St.   Philippe  de  Neri,   Que.,   Remodelling   cf 

station  at  ;  $350  ;  August  28,  1902,  262. 
Sit.    Anaclet,    Que.,    Construction    of    station 

and  dwelling  for  stationmaster  at  ;  $3,700  ; 

August  28,  1902,  263. 
Sturgeon  Falls,  Ont.,  Construction  cf  wharf 

at  ;   $2,810  ;  January  23,  1903,  628. 
Three    Rivers,    Que.,   Construction    of    dock, 

ice-breaker    and    dredging    at  ;    $250,500  ; 

June  10.  1902,  48. 
Toronto  Junction,  Ont.,  Construction  of  post 

office  building  at  ;  $23,450  ;   May  29,   1903, 

1035. 

GUELPH.  ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  additions  and  altera- 
tions to  post  office  at,  923. 

Strike  of  tailors  at,  107. 


GUELPH,    ONT.— Con. 

Strike  of  moulders  at,   269. 
Fat  stock  exhibition  at,   488. 

GUELPH.    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of  local   correspondent,   21,   84,   138 
216,  308,  420,  507,  591,  655,  747,  846,  959. 
HALIFAX,   N.S.  : 

Strike  of  stone-cutters  at,  51. 

Strike  of  plasterers  at,  51. 

Lockout  of  printers  at,  107. 

Strike  of  printers   at,   272,   379,   567. 

HALIFAX.   N.S.,   AND   DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  8,  69,  12",  201, 
290,   402,   494,   577,   641,  927,  829,   942. 

HAMILTON.   ONT.  : 

Strike   of  bakers  at.   51,   110. 

Strike  of  electrical  workers  at,  50,  185,  272. 

Strike  of  leather  workers  at,  379,  479,  567. 

Strike   of   hatters    at,    479. 

'Strike   of   builders'   labourers   at,   921. 

Strike  of  knitters  at,  479,  565. 

Strike  of  horseshoers  at,  479. 

HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of   local   correspondent,    19,   81,   125, 
213,  303,  416,  504,  589,  653,  743,  843,  956. 

HARNESS-MAKERS'     ASSOCIATION,     DOMIN- 
ION : 
Annual  convention  of,  727. 

HARVESTERS  : 
Wages    of,    123. 

HARVESTING  OPERATIONS  : 
In   Manitoba,   191,    522. 

HATTERS  : 

Strike  of.  at  Hamilton,  477,  567. 

HARVESTERS'    EXCURSION,    63,    122. 

HAWKESBURY.  ONT.  : 

Strike  of  saw-mill  employees  at,  907,  923. 

HAY  : 

Yield  of.  63. 

HEALTH   REGULATIONS,   828. 

HIGHWAYS  : 

Report  of  Commissioner   of,    Ontario,   118. 

HERRING      FISHERIES      OF      THE        GREAT 
LAKES.    523. 

HOMESTEAD   ENTRIES,   68,   400,   898,   899,   100^. 
In  New  Ontario.   639. 
Nationalities  of  homesteaders,   899,   1010. 

HOROLOGICAL     INSTITUTE     AT     TORONTO, 
911. 

HORSESHOERS: 

Strike  of,  at  Hamilton,   Ont.,   479. 

HOURS   OF   LABOUR  :    (See    Wages   and    Hours 
of  Employment  ;  also  Reports  of  locul  cor- 
respondents). 
Of  iron  moulders.  101. 
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HOURS  OF  LABOUR— Con. 

In  Great  Britain  in  1900 — Report  of  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  171. 

In  Great  Britain  in  1901— Report  of  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  266. 

HOUSING  OF  WORKING  PEOPLE  IN  GREAT 
BRITAIN.    173. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  14,  75,  130, 
207,  298,  411,  499,  585,  648,  736,  836,  949. 

KUNTSVILLE.  ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  pile  wharf  at,  175. 

ICE  HARVEST  : 
Shortage  in,  727. 

IMMIGRATION  :  (See  also  Naturalisation). 

Dominion   bills   respecting,   1902,   33. 

Landing  of  diseased  immigrants,  33. 

Re  application  of  taxes  and  revenue  derived 
from  Chinese  immigrants  in  1900,  34. 

Report  of  royal  commission  on  Japanese  im- 
migration, 39. 

Japanese  immigration  into  Canada,  44. 

Correspondence  between  British  Colonial 
Secretary  and  Dominion  government  re 
anti- Japanese  legislation  of  British  Colum- 
bia, 44. 

Revenue   from   Chinese,  67. 

Returns  for  fiscal  year,  1901-02,  67. 

Regulation  of,  in  British  Columbia,  115. 

Reference  to.  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions  during  June,  6  ; 
July,  67  ;  August,  124  ;  September,  193  ; 
October,  2S9  ;  November,  399  ;  December, 
491  ;  January,  577  ;  February,  638  ;  639  ; 
March.  722. 

Returns  of.  198. 

Special  articles  relating  to  immigration 
during  April,  897  ;  May,  1008. 

Special  articles  relating  to  immigration 
during  May,  1008. 

Reference  to,  in  annual  report  of  Department 
of  Interior,  575. 

During  1902.  528. 

IMPERIAL  TRADE  :    (See    Trade). 

IMPORTS  :  (See  Trade). 

INCOMPETENCY  OF  EMPLOYEES : 
Legal   decision  re,   714. 

INCORPORATION  OF   COMPANIES  : 
Dominion  legislation  re,  1902,  32. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS  : 

Department  of,  Canada — Annual  report  of, 
1902.   629. 

INDUSTRIAL   AND    LABOUR    CONDITIONS  : 

In  Canada,  during  the  month  of  June,  2  ; 
July,  62  ;  August,  122  ;  September,  190  ; 
October,  2S2  ;  November,  390  ;  December, 
486  ;  January,  572  ;  February,  634  ;  March, 
713  ;  April,  822  ;  May,  933. 


INDUSTRIAL    AND    LABOUR    CONDITIONS— 
Con. 
In  Great  Britain,  121,  171,  189. 
^Reference  to,   in   annual   report    of  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  671. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  IN 
CANADA  DURING  1902  : 
Special    article   dealing   with,    520. 

INDUSTRIAL  COMPANIES  : 

Dominion  Act  to  incorporate,  1902,  30. 

INDUSTRIAL   ESTABLISHMENTS  : 

Act  affecting,  in  Quebec,  amended,  1005. 
In  Ontario,  statistics  relating  to,  979. 
In   Quebec — Report  of   inspectors   of,   1901-2, 
811. 

INDUSTRIAL  INVENTIONS  : 

Special   articles    referring   to,    617,    698,    G99, 

929. 
Reference  to,   in  editorial  notice,   571. 

INSANE  IN  CANADA : 

Return  of  Census  Department  re,  68. 

INSURANCE  : 

Report   of   superintendent    of   Canada,    1901, 
274. 

Report  of  inspector  of  Ontario,  3S1. 

Companies    in    Canada — Statement    of,     for 

1902.  930. 

Accident  :  (See  Accident  Insurance). 

INSURANCE    AND    PROVIDENT    SOCIETY   OF 
G.T.R.  EMPLOYEES  : 
Annual    report    of — Special    article    dealing 
with.  900. 

INTERCOLONIAL  RAILWAY  : 
Earnings  of,  in  1902,  4S9. 
Additions   to   rolling  stock   of,   489. 

INTERNATIONAL  LABOUR  STATISTICS,  184, 
631. 

INTERVENTION  OF  DEPARMENT  OF  LA- 
BOUR IN  TRADE  DISPUTES  :  (See  Con* 
ciliatioii). 

INTIMIDATION  : 

Legal  decision  re,  by  employees.   814,  935. 
Legal  decision  re,  by  employers,  816. 

INVENTIONS  :    (See   Industrial   Inventions). 

IRON  :    (See    Labour     legislation,    industries    of 
Canada  and  icages  and  hours  of  employ- 
ment). 

Manufacture    of    steel    rails    at    Sault    Ste. 
Marie,    8. 

Amalgamation    of   Dominion   Iron    and    Steel 
Companies,  8. 

Iron    moulders   of   North    America — Conven-i 
tion  of.  at  Toronto,  61. 

Iron  moulders  of  North  America — 'Report  of,, 
100.   530. 

Price  of.  in  Great  Britain,  in  1900-01,  171. 

Manufacture  of,  487. 
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IRON  WORKERS  I 

Strike  of,  at  Fort  William,  Ont.,  803,  807. 

IRON  RAILS  : 
Duty  on.  827. 

INTERIOR— DEPARTMENT  OF,  CANADA  : 
Annual  report  of  1902,  576,  710. 
Sales  by,  577. 

JAMAICA  : 

Trade    with,    526. 

JAPANESE : 

Report  of  royal  commission  on  Japanese  im- 
migration, 29. 

Immigration  statistics,  40. 

At  home,  40. 

In  boat  building  industry,  42. 

In  lumbering  industry,  42. 

Policy  in  regard  to,  in  Britsh  Columbia,  42. 

Findings  of  royal  commission  re,  44. 

Natal  Act  re,  44. 

Effect  in  coal  mines  and  railways,  43. 

As  sailors  and  domestics  servants,   43. 

As  farmers  and  market  gardeners  and  tailors, 
43. 

Competition  of,  with  white  labour,  43. 

Wages  of,  as  fishermen  on  Fraser  River,  64. 

Decreased  numbers  in  fishing  industry  in 
British  Columbia,  64. 

In  British  Columbia,  numbers  of,  41,  103, 
104,  161,   162,  163,  164. 

Exclusion  of  :  Interview  of  members  of 
British  Columbia  Government  with  Do- 
minion government  re,  639. 

JEWELLERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  51,  271,  379. 

KINGSTON,  Ont.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  gymnasium  for  milit- 
ary college,  105. 

Strike  of  machinists  at,  51,  110. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,   16,   77,  132, 
510,  300,  412,  500,  585,  649,  738,  838,  951. 


GHTS  OF  LABOUR  : 

Exclusion  of,  from  Dominion  Trades  and  La- 
bour  Congress,    229, 

KNITTERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  479,  563. 

KOOTENAY   DISTRICTS,    B.C.  : 

Special  article  on  industrial  development  of, 
468. 

LABEL  :    (See    Union  Label). 

LABOUR   BUREAU,   ONTARIO  : 

Annual  report  of — Special  article  reviewing, 
978. 

LABOUR  CONGRESS  :   (See  Trades  and  Labour 
Congress). 


LABOUR   DEPARTMENT  :    (See   Department  of 
Labour). 

LABOUR    DISTURBANCES  :     (See    Trades    dis- 
putes,  strikes,    lockouts,   dc.). 

LABOURERS : 

Strike   of,   at   Collingwood,    808. 

Strike  of,  on  G.T.R.,   Montreal,   Que.,  707. 

Strike  of,  at  Port  Burwell,  51. 

LABOUa^AZETTE  . 

Terence    to    in    annual    report    of    Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  670. 
Printing  and  circulation  of,  673. 

LABOUR  LAWS  : 

Of  New  Zealand,  57. 

Year  book  of,  published  by  Department  of 
Labour,  Belgium,  1902,  277. 

LABOUR   LEGISLATION  : 

\ 'Legislation   of  Dominion   parliament   affe^t- 
*^ing  labour,  1902,  30. 

In  reference  to  the  Yukon — re  representation 
in  Parliament,  Court  of  Appeal,  abolition 
of  royalty  on  gold  mined,  export  tax  on 
gold,  and  incorporation  of  Yukon  Pacific 
Railway,  32. 

re  incorporation  of  Companies  by  Dominion, 
1902,   32. 

Coasting  trade   and   pilotage   Acts,   33. 

re  Immigration  and  naturalization,  33,  34. 

re  Wages  of  letter  carriers,  34. 

re  Tariff.  34. 

Existing  and  proposed  legislation  re  Japanese 
Immigration  into   Canada,  44. 

Natal  Act — re  Immigration  of  Japanese,  44. 

British  Columbia  labour  legislation,  1902,  43. 

British  Columbia  Act  to  protect  workmen 
against  deceptive  representations  as  to 
condition  of  labour  market,  45. 

British  Columbia  Act  defining  rights  and 
liabilities  of  trade  unions  in  regard  to 
strikes   or   lock-outs,    43. 

British  Columbia  Act  to  amend  the  law  re- 
lating to  trade   unions,    45. 

The  British  Columbia  Public  Works  Act,  46. 

British  Columbia  subsidized  works  labour  re- 
gulation Act,  47. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  in  British  Co- 
lumbia, 113. 

Amendments  to  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act, 
and  Master  and  Servants  Act,  British  Co- 
lumbia, 113. 

British  Columbia  Act  relating  to  works  car- 
ried on  under  government  franchises,  113. 

Act  relating  to  immigration  into  British  Co- 
lumbia,  113. 

Suggestion  by  Dominion  Trades  and  Labour 
Congress  re,  236. 

Anti-Japanese,  disallowed  by  Dominion  gov- 
ernment,  491. 

Reference  to  in  annual  report  of  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  671,  672. 
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LABOUR  LEGISLATION—  Con. 
In  1902— Reference  to,   531. 
In  province  of  Quebec  in  1903 — Special  arti- 
cle on,  1005. 

LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA  ;  ITS 

GROWTH   AND    PRESENT    POSITION  : 
Enquiry  into,  by  Department  of  Labour  (with 

tables) — 

In  Maritimes  Provinces,  121,  151. 

In  Quebec,  238. 

In  Ontario,  433,  604. 

In    Manitoba   and    North-west    Territories, 
890. 

In  British  Columbia,   1012. 
I    During   1902— ^Special   article  on,   548. 

Directory  of — Reference  to,  in  annual  report 

of  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour,   672. 
Reference    to,   in    annual   report  of   Ontario 

Labour  Bureau,  97.8. 

LABOUR  MARKET  : 

In  Western  Canada,  122,  191,  282. 
General   condition  of,   282,  486,   572,   634,  718, 
822.   938. 

LABOUR  STATISTICS  : 

Reports  of  Bureaus  of,  California,  630;  Co- 
lorado, 711  ;  Louisiana,  188  ;  Maryland,  931; 
Massachusetts,  182,  382  ;  Michigan,  1038  ; 
Missouri,  630  ;  New  Hampshire,  569  ;  Ohio, 
275,  1038  ;  Rhode  Island,  384  ;  Switzerland 
Int.  Labour  Office),  184,  631  ;  United  States, 
176  ;  West  Virginia,  382  ;  Wisconsin,  383. 

LACE-MAKING  IN  BELGIUM,  632. 

LADYSMITH.  B.C.  : 

Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  973,  974. 

LAKE  COMMISSION  APPOINTED  BY  UNITED 
STATES.  201. 

LAND-CLEARING    IN     BRITISH     COLUMBIA, 
103. 

LAND    PATENTS    ISSUED    BY    DEPARTMENT 
OF  INTERIOR  : 
During  the  month  of  March,  899  ;  April,  1010. 

LAND  SALES : 

By   Canadian   Pacific   Railway   Company,    67, 

577. 
By  Canadian  North-west  Land  Co.,  67,  577. 
By  Canadian  Department  of  Interior,  577. 

L.AUNDRY    BUSINESS    IN    BRITISH    COLUM- 
BIA.  162. 

LiEATH'ER   WORKERS  : 

Strike  of.  at  Toronto,  1027. 

Strike  of,  at  Hamilton,  379,  479,  567. 

Strike  of,  at  Peterborough,  Qnt.,  625. 

LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR,  56, 
119.    188,    278,    385,    483,    570,    711,    813,    932, 
1039. 
Reference   to,    in    annual    report   of  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  671. 


LETTER   CARRIERS  : 
Re  wages  of,  34. 
Act  to  amend  the  Post  Office  Act,  re,  34. 

LIABILITY  :    (See   Compensation  for  injuries). 

LIABILITY    OF    CONTRACTORS  : 
Legal  decisions  re,  386. 

LIABILITY   OF   TRADE   UNIONS  : 

Special  article  on  House  of  Lords  decision 
re,   563. 

Representations  of  Trades  and  Labour  Con- 
gress concerning,  S28. 

LIBRARY  EXTENSION  : 

In  Ontario  lumber  camps,  472. 
In   British    Columbia,    476. 

LIBRARY  OF  DEPARTMENT   OF  LABOUR : 
Reference    to,    in    annual    report   of   Deputy 
Minister   of   Labour,    673. 

LIGHTERMEN.   QUE.  : 
Strike  of.  269. 

LIME  BURNING  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  163. 

LINEMEN  : 

'Strike    of.    at   New   Westminster,    B.C.,    477, 

567. 
Strike  of.  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  565. 
Strike  of.  at  Vancouver,  565. 

LIQUOR.    MALT  : 

Manufactured  by  the  provinces,  statement  of, 
396. 

LIVE    STOCK  ASSOCIATION   OF   ONTARIO  : 
Annual   report   for  1901,   182. 

LIVE   STOCK  AND   POULTRY  ASSOCIATION  : 
Mid-winter  exhibit  of  Eastern  Ontario,   638. 

LIVE  STOCK  : 

Exports  of,   397. 

Live  stock  and  animal  products — Report  of 
Census  Department  on,  in  Prince  Edward 
Island.  563  ;  British  Columbia,  617  ;  Nova 
Scotia.  693  ;  Manitoba,  772,  793  ;  North- 
west Territories,  774. 

LOBSTER  FISHING  : 
Season  of  1902,  523. 

LOCKOUTS    AND    STRIKES   IN    THE    UNITED 
STATES : 
Annual    report    of    Department    of    Labour, 
Washington,  on,  176. 

LOCOMOTIVE    ENGINEERS  : 

Annual  convention  of  brotherhood  of,  in 
Toronto,  69,  530. 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of — Special  arti- 
cle with  tables  relating  to,  250. 

Wages  of,  increase  by  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Company,  390. 

LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN  : 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of — Special  arti- 
cle with  tables  relating  to,  463.       / 

Increase  in  wages  of,  by  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way Company,   390. 
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LONDON.    ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 

for  construction  of  drill  hall  at,  568. 
Strike  of  cigarmakers  at,  1027. 

LONDON.    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent  for,  22,  S6, 
140,  218,  310,  422.  509,  593,  658,  750,  849,  981. 

LONGSHOREMEN  : 

Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  379,  921,  1023,  1024. 

LORD'S  DAY  ALLIANCE,   235,   290. 

Interview  with  Trades  and  Labour  Congress, 

577. 

LOUISEVILLE.  QUE.: 

"Strike   of  saw-mill  employees   at,  49. 

LOUISIANA  : 

Annual  report  of  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  La- 
bour, 119. 

LUMBER  : 

Destroyed   in   Ottawa  fire,   1012. 
Piling  of  prohibited  in  Ottawa,  1012. 
Exports  of.  to  Liverpool,  64. 
Prices   of,    524,   573,   701,   720,   721. 

LUMBER  DEALERS : 

Combine  of  (See  Combines). 

LUMBERING  : 

Reference  to,  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions  during  :  August, 
123  ;  September,  191  ;  October,  283  ;  No- 
vember, 391  ;  December,  480  ;  February, 
625  ;  March,  720  ;  April,  824  ;  May,  939. 

Effect  of  Japanese  immigration  on,  in  British 
Columbia,   42. 

Library  extension  movement  in  Ontario 
lumber  camps — Special  article  on,   472. 

Sanitary  conditions  in  lumber  camps,  475, 
476. 

Conditions   in   Ontario,   704. 

During  1902,  523. 

Scarcity  of  men  in,  720. 

Increase   of  wages   in,   720. 

LUMBERMEN'S  ASSOCIATION  OF  ONTARIO  : 
Annual  meeting  of,  Special  report  on,  704.  ( 

LUMBER   MILLS,    CO-OPERATIVE,    631. 

MACHINISTS  : 

Strike  of,  on  Canada  Northern  Railway,  Win- 
nipeg, 627. 
Strike  of,  at   Kingston.   Ont.,   51,   110. 
Strike  of,  at  Sydney,  C.B.,  378. 
Strike  of.  at  Winnipeg,  Man.,  48,  110. 

MAINTENANCE -OF- WAY    MEN  : 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of — Special  arti- 
cle re,  699. 

MANCHESTER     TRADER    STEAMSHIP    LINE, 
194. 

MANITOBA    AND    SASKATCHEWAN    VALLEY 
LAND   COMPANY.    LIMITED,    941. 


MANUFACTURES  :    (See   Articles   on   industrial 
and  labour  conditions  in  Canada). 
Interview  of.  with  Dominion  government  oni 
industrial   questions,   828. 

MANUFACTURING  INDUSTRY  : 

Reference  to.  in  industrial  and  labour  condi-l 
tions,  during  June,  4  ;  July,  65  ;  August,! 
122  ;  September,  190  ;  October,  284  ;  No-I 
vember,  390  ;  December,  4S6,  487  ;  Januar/,1 
572,  573  ;  February,  635  ;  March,  718  ;j 
April.   821  ;   May,  929,   940. 

In  Canada  during  1902,  525. 

In  British   Columbia,  525. 

MANUAL  TRAINING,  493,  582,  640,  724.  912. 
In  Nova  Scotia,  400. 

MARBLE   CUTTERS : 

Strike  of.   at  Toronto,   Ont.,   50. 

MARCONI      WIRELESS      TELEGRAPH      CO! 
PANY.   CANADA,   401. 

MARINE  ASSOCIATIONS  : 
Organization   of,   828. 

MARINE    AND    FISHERIES  : 

Department    of,    Canada— Annual    report    ot\ 
274.  810. 

MARITIME    PROVINCES  : 

Special  article  on  labour  organization  in,  131 
•Condition  of  printing  trades  in— Special  arti} 
cle  on,  7S5. 

MARKET    GARDENING   IN    BRITISH    COLU 
BIA.  103. 

MARYLAND    STATISTICS,    931. 

MASSACHUSETTS  : 

Law  relating  to  combines,  867. 

MASSACHUSETTS    LABOUR   STATISTICS.    18  j 
3S2.   1039. 

MASTER   AND    SERVANTS'    ACT    OF   QUEB1 
AMENDED,   1005. 

McALPINE     TOBACCO     COMPANY     IXOORPcl 
RATED.  492. 

McLEOD.  N.W.T.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contra! 
for   construction   of   court-house   at.    3S4. 

MEAT  PRICES,   62,  124,  533. 

MEDTCAiL    ATTENDANCE    OF    WORKMEN' 
BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  114. 

MERGER : 

Of   Atlantic    steamship    companies,    194. 
Of    United    States    meat    packing    establh 
nier.ts,  197. 

METAL   TRADES  :    (See    also    Reports    of   loci 
corrcspondoits  ;     Labour     legislation     a\ 
Jiours  of  labour). 
Scarcity  of  labour  in— Special   article   rea- 
ring to,  915. 
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!TAL  TRADES— Con. 

Reports  of  Gazette  correspondents  re,  916. 
Reference  to,  in  editorial  notices,  822. 

,:tal  workers  : 

Strike  of.  at  St.  Catharines,  Ont.,  271,  379. 

,;tal  workers,  carpenters  and  la- 
bourers : 

Strike  of,  at  Smith's  Falls,   Ont.,  921,  923. 


TROPOLITAN 
OF.  201. 


BANK,      ESTABLISHMENT 


*CHEL.  B.C.  : 
Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  187,  476,  477,  707, 
803.  799,  920. 

I CHIGAN  : 
Labour  statistics  of,  1038. 

JlLTOWN.  N.B.  : 

Strike  of  cotton  weavers  at,  809,  904,  921. 

NE  OWNERS  : 
Liability  of — Legal  decision  re,  385. 


NERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Fernie,  B.C.  (See  Fernie,  B.C.). 
Strike  of,  at  Michel  (See  Michel,  B.C.). 


NES  : 

Bureau  of  Mines,  Ontario,  annual  report  of, 
1902.  275. 

Mines  and  quarries  Act  of  Great  Britain- 
Enforcement   of,   276. 

Mines  and  quarries  of  Great  Britain— Stat- 
istics re,   930. 


:nes  : 
In  Canada,  output  of,  during  1902,  721. 
In  Ontario,   output  of,   during  1902,   721. 

tNI>NG  : 

In  Ontario.  Nova  Scotia  and  British  Colum- 
bia. 192. 
Mining  camps— Conditions  in  Ontario,  472. 
Library  extension  movement  in  Ontario,  472. 
Coal,  in  Canada— Special  article  relating  to, 

362. 
Metalliferous,    in    Ontario,    4S6,    524. 
Coal,  in  Nova  Scotia  and  North-west  Terri- 
tories.  486. 
In  Canada  during  1902,  524. 
Branch    of    mining    institute    organized    at 

Sherbrooke.  Que.,   S. 
Annual   meeting   of   mining  institute.    721. 
Abolition    of    5    per    cent    royalty    on    go-Id 

mined  in  Yukon,  32. 
Export  tax  of  2J  per  cent  on  gold  mined  in 

Yukon.  32. 
Situation  in  British  Columbia,  68. 
Coal   in  British  Columbia,    103,   104. 
Placer  mining  in  British   Columbia,   10!. 
Lode  mining  in  British  Columbia,  104. 
In  British  Columbia— Annual  report  of  Min- 
ister of  (Mines  re,   ISO. 


MINING  INDUSTRY  :  (See  also  Reports  of  focal 
correspondents). 
Reference  to,  in  general  summary  articles 
on  industrial  and  labour  conditions  in  Can- 
ada, during  .September,  192  ;  October,  232  ; 
November,  392  ;  December,  486  ;  March, 
721  ;    April,    824  ;    May,    940. 

MINING  TAX  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  : 

Discussion  of,  by  Mining  Association,  775. 

MINORS : 

Rights   of,    legal  decision  re,   1039. 

MINT  ;    CANADIAN  : 

Approved  by  Imperial  government,  68. 

MISCELLANEOUS    TRADES  :    (See    Reports    of 
local  correspondents). 

MISSOURI  LABOUR   STATISTICS,   630. 

MONOTON.  N.B.: 

Strike  of  moulders  at,  51,  110. 

MONEY  MARKET : 

Conditions   in,   66. 

MONTREAL,   QUE.  : 

'Strike  of  moulders  at,  51. 

Strike  of  plumbers  and  steamfltters  at,  51. 

Strike    of   longshoremen    at,    379,    921,    1,023, 

1024. 
Strike   of   street   railway   employees   at,   706, 

1031. 
Strike  of  labourers  on  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 

707. 
(Strike  of  spinners  at,  709. 
Strike  of  shoe  workers  at,   803. 
Strike   of  cigarmakers   at,   803. 
Strike  of  wood  workers  at,   1028. 
Strike   of  teamsters  at,  1029. 
Port  of — Exports   of   cheese  and   butter  and 

live   stock   from,   397. 
Port   of— Returns,   490. 

MONTREAL,    QUE.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of   local    correspondent,    14,   75,    207, 
297,  409,  499,  647,  735. 

MORRISSEY,    B.C.  : 

Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  707,  803,  799,  920. 

MOULDERS : 

Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  51. 

Strike  of.  at  Toronto,  184. 

Strike   of,   at   Guelph,    269. 

Strike  of.  at  Moncton,  N.B.,  51,  110. 

Strike  of,  at  Quebec,  379,  479,  557. 

Strike  of,  at  St.  Catharines,  625. 

Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  272,  379,  480,  567. 

MUNICIPAL  ACTION  : 

Re  Ccal   famine.   325,   327,   329,    330,   332,   S33, 

455,   558,   622,   688,   7S9. 
(See  also  in  special  reports  b>j  Gazette  cor- 
respondents, pages  334  to  Z51J. 
Re  Tenement   houses,    Toronto,    290. 
Re  Telephone  system,  Ottawa,  290. 
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MUNICIPAL    ACTION— Con. 

Re  Power  works,  Ontario,  bill  re,  827. 
Re  Investigation  into  coal  situation,  Ottawa, 
941,  942. 

MUNICIPALITIES  : 

Niagara  Power  Conference  of,  at  Berlin,  690. 

MUNICIPAL  OWNERS/HIP  : 

Application  of  city  council,   Ottawa,  for  le- 
jy/gislation   to   enable   municipality   to   oper- 
ate an  electric  railway,  8. 
At  St.  Thomas,  401. 

MUTUAL    BENEFIT    SOCIETIES  :    (See    Benefit 
Societies). 

NANAIMO  AND  ESQUIMALT  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY : 
Number  of  employees  on,  163. 

NANAIMO.  B.C.  : 

Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  707. 
Settlement  of  strike  at,  721. 

NANAIMO,    B.C.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of   local    correspondent,   30,    95,    150, 
227,   320,   432,   519,  603,   669,   762,  862. 

NATAL  ACT  :  THE,  44. 

NATIONALITIES     OF    HOMESTEADERS,      899, 
1010. 

NATIONAL     TRADES     AND     LABOUR     CON- 
/   GUESS  : 

V    Organized  at  Berlin,  238. 
Officers  of,  238. 
I       Address   to   organized   labour,   639. 

NATURALIZATION  : 

Act    amended,    Dominion    legislation,     1902, 
34. 

NAVIGATION  : 

Schools  of,   discussed,   400. 

NEGLECTED  AND  DEPENDENT  CHILDREN  : 
Report   of   Ontario   Superintendent   of,    1902, 
576.   1037. 

NEGLIGENCE  : 

Of    employers — Legal    decision    re,    56,    3S8, 
484,   570,   813,   814,   815,   932,   1041. 

NEWCASTLE.    N.S.  : 

Strike  of  coal  miners  at,  625. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  LABOUR  STATISTICS,  569. 

NEW  SOUTH  WALES  : 

Working  of  factory  and  shops  acts  of,  277. 
Labour    conditions     in — 'Special    article    on, 
1006. 

NEW    SOUTH    WALES    LABOUR    BULLETIN, 
115. 

NEW   WESTMINSTER,    B.C.  : 

Strike  of  telephone  operators  at,  477,  567. 
Strike  of  linemen  at,  477,  567. 
Strike  of  saw-mill  employees  at,  625. 
Strike  of  deck-hands  on  steamer  '  Romona  ', 
707. 


NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT  * 
Reports  of  local   correspondent,   27,   91,   147' 
224,   317,   429,   515,   600,    665,   758,   858,   97oB 

NIAGARA   POWER  : 

Conference  at  Berlin  re  (See  Conferences),  i 
Attitude  of  provincial  government  re,  691.  I 

NICKEL  : 

Prices   of,   192. 

NORTH-WEST   TERRITORIES  : 
Development   of,   283. 
Coal   mining   in,   486. 

NOTE  CIRCULATION  OF  CANADIAN  BANK  f 
67. 

NOVA   SCOTIA  : 

Conditions  of  mining  in,  192. 

Coal   mining  in,   486. 

Financial  statement  of  province  of,   727. 

OATS  : 

Prices  of,  in  Great  Britain  in  1900-01, 

OHIO  : 

Labour   statistics  of,  275,   1038. 

OIL    INDUSTRY    IN    NEW    BRUNSWICK 
ONTARIO  : 

Development    of,   190,    524. 

OKANAGAN  DISTRICT  : 
Immigration  into,  720. 

ONTARIO  : 

Colonization  and  mining  in,  7. 
Metalliferous  mining  in,  4S6. 

ONTARIO  COAL  ASSOCIATION— Action  aga| 
at   Brantford.   Ont.,    623,    6S9,    690. 

ONTARIO  LUMBERMEN'S   ASSOCIATION- 
nual  meeting  of,   Special  report   of,   7CI 

ONTARIO  SUGAR  COMPANY,   LIMITED,  7( 

ONTARIO  AGRICULTURAL  COLLEGE,  910.| 

ONTARIO    LABOUR    BUREAU.    ANNUAL 
PORT— Review   of,   97S. 

ONTARIO     MUNICIPAL     ASSOCIATION      f 

ORILLIA,  ONT.  : 

Fair    wages    schedule    in    governm  ::t 
tract  for  construction  of  wharf  at,  62S 

OR1LLI.V  : 

Municipal  enterprises  of,  942. 

OSHAWA.    ONT.  : 

Strike  of  carriage  workers  at,  S03. 

OTTAWA.  ONT.  : 

Application  of  city  council  for  legislario^ 

abling    municipality     to    operate     el< 

railway,  S. 
Report  of  assessment  commissioners  ofj 
Investigation  of  city  council  into  coal 

tion,  941,  942. 
Fire  at.  1012. 
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OTTAWA.  ONT.—  Con. 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  astronomical  observa- 
tory at,  175. 

Strikes  of  plumbers  at,  185,  272. 

Strike  of  steamfitters  at,  272. 

Strike  of  carpenters  at,  535. 

OTTAWA,   ONT..   AND  DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  15,  76,  131, 
209,  299,  412,  500,  584,  643,  737,  837,  950. 

OWEN  .SOUND.  ONT  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  dredging  in  harbour  of,  385. 

PACIFIC  CABLE  : 
Completed,  390. 
In   use.    492. 

PAINTERS  AND  DECORATORS  : 
Strike   of,   at   Toronto,   709. 

PAPER  MAKERS  ASSOCIATION  OF  AMERI- 
CA : 

Meeting  at  Hull,   Que.,  201. 

PEAT  : 

Production   of,    in   Canada,   450. 

PEAT  COMPANY,  IMPERIAL,  OF  GUELPH, 
942. 

PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  STRIKE  AND  COAL 
SITUATION  IN  CANADA  :  (See  Coal  situa- 
tion in  Canada). 

PENNSYLVANIA  LABOUR  STATISTICS,   382. 

PENSION     FUND     OF     CANADIAN     PACIFIC 
RAILWAY  : 
Special  article  relating  to,   552. 

PETERBOROUGH,   ONT.  : 

Strike  of  leatherworkers  at,  625. 
Employees'  Mutual  Benefit  Society  at,  265. 

PIANO   WORKERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Bowmanville,  Ont.,  272. 

PICKETING  : 

I     IrfJibility   of   strikers   for— Legal   decision   at 

*r      Kingston,  Ont.,  279  ;  at  Toronto,  re,  933. 

PIG  IRON  : 

Bounty  on,  193. 

PILOTAGE  : 

Act  to  amend  the  Pilotage  Act — Dominion 
legislation,   1902,  33. 

PLACER  MINING  : 

British   Columbia  Act  re,   777. 

PLASTERERS  : 

Strike  of.  at  Halifax,   N.S.,  51. 

PLUMBERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Ottawa,  185,  272. 
Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  50. 
Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  51. 


PT.    PDLEE   ISLAND,    ONT.  7 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  drill  hall  at,  568. 

POINT   ST.   CHARLES  : 

Strike    of    stone-masons    at,    269. 

POMOLOGICAL    AND    FRUIT    GROWERS    SO- 
CIETY : 
Annual  meeting  of,  4SS.    ' 

POPULATION  OF  CANADA  : 

Report  of  Census  Department  on,  266. 

PORT  BUR  WELL  : 

Strike  of  labourers  at,  51. 

POSTAL   RATES  ON   NEWSPAPERS,  727. 

POST     OFFICE      DEPARTMENT  :      (See     Fair 
wages  resolution). 

POWER  : 

Companies  of  Niagara,  691. 

Electrical    transmission    of    Niagara    power, 

640. 
Power  works,  municipal  bill  re,  827. 

PRICES  : 

Legislation  re  depression  of  grain  prices  in 

Manitoba  by  combination,  32. 
Of  meats,   62.   124. 
Of  binder  twine.  64. 

Of  supplies  for  domestic  consumption,  96,  97. 
Of  coal,  190.  351,  452,  556,  788,  620,  687. 
Of   lumber,   191,    524,   573. 
Of  nickel.  192. 
Of  coal,  iron,  wheat,  barley,  oato  and  bread 

in   Great  Britain,   171. 
Of  agricultural  products,   572. 
At  Dawson.  492. 

Of  provisions   in   Canada— Table   of,   869. 
Of  groceries  in  Canada— Table  of,  979. 
Of  tobacco,  866. 

PRINTERS : 

Strike  of.  at  Toronto,  51,   110. 
Lock-out  of,  at   Halifax,   N.3.,   107. 
Strike  of.  at  Halifax,   N.S.,  272,  379,  567. 

PRINTING  AND  ALLIED  TRADES  :    (See  also 
Reports  of  correspondents). 
Condition    of,    in    Maritime    Provinces — Spe- 
cial article  on,  735. 

PRISONS    AND    REFORMATORIES    OF   ONTA- 
RIO : 

Annual  report  of  inspector  of,  1037. 

PRISON- MADE  GOODS  :     - 
Competition  of,   823. 

PROFIT  SHARING  : 

Practical  experiment  in,  at  Vancouver,  B.C., 

560. 
Among  de  yp  sea  fishermen1  :  (See  co-operative 

stores). 

PROSPERITY   OF   INDUSTRY  IN  1902,   520. 
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PROVIDENT   SOCIETIES  : 

Of  railway  employees — legal  decision  re,  482, 
713. 

PROVISIONS  : 

Retail  prices  of.  in  Canada — Tables  of,  869. 

PUBLIC   ACCOUNTS,    CANADA,   1901,    639. 

PULP  INDUSTRY,  192,  525. 

PULP  WOOD  ASSOCIATION  OF  QUEBEC  : 
Annual  meeting  of,  S2S. 

PURSE  SEINES  : 

'Use  of.  in  British  Columbia  salmon  fisheries, 
976. 

QUEBEC,   QUE.,   AND   DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of   local   correspondent,   11,   72,  127, 
204,  293,  408,  496,  580,  644,  731,  833,  946. 

QUEBEC,  PROVINCE   OF  : 
Colonization  in,  7,  72. 
Labour    legislation    in — Special     article     on, 

1005. 
Financial  statement  of  province  of,  727. 

QUEBEC,   QUE.  : 

Fair  wage  schedule  inserted  in  government 
contract  for  construction  of  iron   foundry 
at,  105. 
Strike  of  builders'  labourers  at,  51. 
Strike  of  ship  labourers  at,  107. 
Strike  of  lightermen  at,  262. 
Strike  of  moulders  at,  379,   479,   567. 
Strike  of  shoe  workers  at,  803,  807. 

QUEBEC  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY  : 
Wages  claims  of  employees  of,  625,  681,  793, 
803. 

QUYON,   QUE.  : 

Strike  of  workmen  at,  107,  187. 

RAILWAYS  :    (See  also  Canadian  Pacific  Rail-  • 
way,  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  Canada  Atlan- 
tic Railway,  c£c). 

Increases  among  wages  of  railway  employees, 
2. 

Application  of  city  council,  Ottawa,  for  le- 
gislation to  enable  municipality  to  operate 
electric  railway  in  the  city,  8. 

(Bills   re   incorporation   of,   1902,   30. 

Incorporation  of  Yukon  Pacific  Railway,  32. 

Bill  providing  for  appointment  of  railway 
commission,    Dominion,    1902,    34. 

BiU  re  compulsory  arbitration  in  settlement 
Y/'of  railway  labour  disputes,  Dominion,  1902, 
34. 

Work  of  Japanese  upon,  43. 

Railway  Commission  in  Canada — Establish- 
ment  of  recommended,    640. 

Bill  to  appoint  introduced  in  House  of  Com- 
mons. 722. 

RAILWAYS   AND   CANALS  : 

Annual  report  of  Department  of,   637. 
RAILWAY  CONSTRUCTION  : 

Activity  of,  284,   394,   489,  823. 

Activity  of  during  1902,  525. 


RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES  : 

Strike  of,  on  Quebec  Southern  Railway,  625, 

803.  798. 

Strike  of,  on  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  (U. 
B.R.E.),    796,    920,   922,    974. 

Strike  of,  machinists  on  Canada  Northern 
627. 

Strike  of  trackmen  on  Canada  Atlantic  Rail- 
way, 927,   1027. 

Strike  of  trackmen  at  Windsor,  Ont.,  1027. 

Strike  of  trackmen  on  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way, 535. 

Strike  of  labourers  on  Grand  Trunk  Railway, 
Montreal,  707. 

Special  articles  with  tables  referring  to  wages 

and  hours  of  labour  of,  in  Canada,  165,  249, 
463,  609,  699,  901. 

RAILWAY   WRECKS   IN    CANADA  : 

Frequency  of,  discussed  in  House  of  Com- 
mons, 828. 

RAILS  : 

Manufacture  of  steel  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  64. 

READING  CAMP  MOVEMENT  : 
In  Ontario  lumber  camps,  472. 
In  British  Columbia,  476. 

REFORMATORIES    AND    PRISONS    OF   ONTA- 
RIO : 
Annual  report  of  inspector  of,  1037. 

REGULATION   OF   LABOUR   IN    BRITISH    CO- 
LUMBIA, 115. 

REGULATION  OF  LUMBER  CAMPS  IN  ONTA- 
RIO, 283,  524. 

RENTS   OF  WORKMEN'S   HOUSES,     95,   98,   99. 

REPATRIATION    OF   CANADIANS,    528,    1008. 

REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS: 
(£ee  Departments  and  Bureaus). 

R'EPORTS     OF     LOCAL     CORRESPONDENTS  : 

(See  also  Investigation  on  coal  situation  in 
Canada). 

Reference  to  in  annual  report  of  Deputy  Min- 
ister of  Labour,  670. 

Special  report  re  metal  trades,  916,  917,  918, 
919. 

Halifax,  N.S..  and  District  (F.  W.  Smith, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  8  ;  August, 
69  ;  September,  123  ;  October,  201  ;  Novem- 
ber, 290  ;  December,  402  ;  January,  494  • 
February,  577  ;  March,  641  ;  April,  927  ; 
May,    829  ;   Jne,   942. 

Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  and  District  (F.  G. 
Nash,  correspondent)  July  Gazette,  9  • 
August,  70  ;  September,  125  ;  October,  202; 
November.  291  ;  Decemoer,  403  ;  January,' 
494  ;  February,  578  ;  March,  641  ;  April] 
729  ;  May,  830  ;  June,  9*3. 
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REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS— 
Con. 
St.  John,  N.B.,  and  District  (W.  IH.  Coates, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  10  ;  August, 
71  ;  September,  126  ;  October,  203  ;  Novem- 
ber, 292  ;  December,  404  ;  January,  495  ; 
February,  579  ;  March,  642  ;  April,  729  ; 
May,  831  ;  June,   943. 

Quebec,  Que.,  and  District  (P.  J.  Jobin  and 
Ed.  Little,  correspondents)  July  Gazette, 
11  ;  August,  72  ;  September,  127  ;  October, 
204  ;  November,  293  ;  December,  405  ;  Jan- 
uary, 496  ;  February,  580  ;  March,  644  ; 
April,  731  ;   May,   833  ;  June,  946. 

■Sherbrooke,  Que.,  and  District  (H.  Logie, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  12  ;  August. 
73  ;  September,  128  ;  October,  203  ;  Novem- 
ber, 295  ;  December,  407  ;  January,  497  ; 
February,  582  ;  March,  645  ;  April,  732  ; 
May,  834  ;  June,  948. 

Three  Rivers,  Que.,  and  District  (John  Ryan, 
Senior,  correspondent)  July  Gazette,  13  ; 
August,  74  ;  September,  129  ;  October,  206; 
November,   294  ;   December,   407  ;  January, 

497  ;    February,    582  ;    March,    645  ;    April, 

733  ;  May,  834  ;  June,  947. 

St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  and  District  (N.  Sam- 
son, correspondent)  July  Gazette,  14  ; 
August,  74  ;  September,  130  ;  October,  206; 
November,   296  ;   December,   408  ;  January, 

498  ;    February,    383  ;    March,    646  ;    April, 

734  ;   May,  835  ;  June,  949. 

Montreal,  Que.,  and  District  (J.  S.  Fitzpa- 
trick  and  Jos.  Ainey,  correspondents)  July 
Gazette,  14  ;  August,  75  ;  September-Octo- 
ber, 207,  November,  297  ;  December,  409  ; 
January,   499  ;  March,   647  ;   April,   735. 

Hull,  Que.,  and  District  (R.  Laferriere,  cor- 
respondent) July  Gazette,  14  ;  August,  75  ; 
September,  130  ;  October,  207  ;  November, 
298  ;  December,  411  ;  January,  493  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 583  ;  March,  648  ;  April,  736  ;  May, 
836  ;  June,  949. 

Ottawa.  Ont.,  and  District  (T.  W.  Quayle, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  15  ;  August, 
76  ;  September,  131  ;  October,  209  ;  Novem- 
ber, 299  ;  December,  412  ;  January,  500  ; 
February.  584  ;  March,  648  ;  April,  737  ; 
May,  837  ;  June,  950. 

Kingston,  Ont.,  and  District  (W.  Kelly,  cor- 
respondent) July  Gazette,  16  ;  August,  77  ; 
■September,  132  ;  October,  210  ;  Novembsr, 
300  ;  December,  412  ;  January,  500  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 585  ;  March,  649  ;  April,  738  ;  May, 
838  ;  June,  951. 

Belleville,  Ont.,  and  District  (W.  S.  Mac- 
diarmid,  correspondent)  July  Gazette,  16  ; 
August,  77,  September,  132  ;  October,  210  ; 
November,  301  ;  December,  413  ;  January, 
502  ;  February,  586  ;  March,  650  ;  April, 
739  ;  May,  840  ;  June,  952. 


REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS  — 
Con. 
Toronto,  Ont.,  and  District  (Phillips  Thomp- 
son, correspondent)  July  Gazette,  17  ; 
August,  79  ;  September,  133  ;  October,  211; 
November,  302  ;  December,  414  ;  January, 
502  ;  February,  587  ;  March,  651  ;  April, 
740  ;  May,  841  ;  June,  954. 
•Hamilton,  Ont.,  and  District  (S.  Landers, 
correspondent)    July   Gazette,    19  ;   August, 

81  ;  September,  125  ;  October,  213  ;  Novem- 
ber, 303  ;  December,  416  ;  January,  504  ; 
February,  389  ;  March,  653  ;  April,  743  ; 
May,   843  ;    June,    956. 

Brantford,  Ont.,  and  District  (J.  C.  Watt, 
correspondent)    July   Gazette,   20  ;  August, 

82  ;  September,  137  ;  October,  215  ;  Novem- 
ber, 306  ;  December,  419  ;  January,  506  ; 
February,  590  ;  March,  654  ;  April,  745  ; 
May,  846  ;  June,  95S. 

Guelph,  Ont.,  and  District  (O.  R.  Wallace, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  21  ;  August, 
84  ;  September,  138  ;  October,  216  ;  Novem- 
ber, 308  ;  December,  420  ;  January,  507  ; 
February,  591  ;  March,  655  ;  April,  747  ; 
May.    846  ;   June,    959. 

Stratford,  Ont.,  and  District  (W.  H.  West- 
brook,  correspondent)  July  Gazette,  21  ; 
August,  84  :  September,  139  ;  October,  217; 
November,  309  ;  December,  421  ;  January, 
507  ;  February,  592  ;  March,  C56  ;  April, 
748  ;  May,  848  :  June,  9C0. 

London,  Ont.,  and  District  (Alex.  Woonton, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  22  ;  August, 
86  ;  September,  140  ;  October,  218  ;  Novem- 
ber, 310  ;  December,  422  ;  January,  509  ; 
February,  593  :  March,  658  ;  April,  750  ; 
May,   849  ;   June,    961. 

St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  and  District  (A.  Roberts, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  29  ;  August, 
S6  ;  September,  141  ;  October,  219  ;  Novem- 
ber, 311  ;  December,"  423  ;  January,  510  ; 
February,  594  ;  March,  659  ;  April,  751  ; 
May,  850  ;  June,  963. 

Chatham,  Ont.,  and  District  (J.  R.  Snell, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  24  ;  August, 
88  ;  .September,  142  ;  October,  220  ;  Novem- 
ber, 312  ;  December,  425  ;  January,  511  ; 
February,  '595  ;  March,  660  ;  April,  752  ; 
May,  851  ;  June,  964. 

Windsor,  Ont.,  and  District  (D.  Mitchell, 
correspondent)   July   Gazette,  25  ;   August, 

88  ;  September,  142  ;  October,  221  ;  Novem- 
ber, 313  ;  December,  426  ;  January,  511  ; 
February,  596  ;  March,  660  ;  April,  753  ; 
May,   852  ;  June,  965. 

Winnipeg,  Man.,  and  District  (J.  Appleton, 
correspondent)   July  Gazette,   25  ;  August, 

89  ;  September,  143  ;  October,  221  ;  Novem- 
ber, 314  ;  December,  426  ;  January,  512  ; 
February,  597  ;  March,  661  ;  April,  754  ; 
May,  853  ;  June,  966. 
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REPORTS  OP  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS— 
Con. 

Brandon,  Man.,  and  District  (S.  P.  Stringer, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  27  ;  August, 
90  ;  September,  146  ;  October,  223  ;  Novem- 
ber, 316  ;  December,  428  ;  January,  514  ; 
February,  598  ;  Mar cfo,  662  ;  April,  756  ; 
May,   855  ;   June,   966. 

Calgary,  N.W.T.,  and  District  (S.  D.  Milli- 
ken,  correspondent)  March  Gazette,  664  ; 
April,  756  ;  May,  856  ;  June,  968. 

Rossland,  B.C.,  and  District  (R.  A.  Laird, 
correspondent)  April  Gazette,  599  ;  May, 
■857  ;  June,  969. 

New  Westminster,  B.C.,  and  District  (G. 
Hargreaves,  correspondent)  July  Gazette, 
27  ;  August,  91  ;  September,  147  ;  October, 
224  ;  November,  317  ;  December,  429  ; 
January,  515  ;  February,  600  ;  March,  665; 
April,   753  ;   May,   858  ;   June,   970. 

Vancouver,  B.C.,  and  District  (Geo.  Bartley, 
correspondent)   July   Gazette,   28  ;   August, 

92  ;  September,  148  ;  October,  225  ;  Novem- 
ber, 318  ;  December,  430  ;  January,  517  ; 
February,  601  ;  March,  667  ;  April,  759  ; 
May,  859  ;  June,  971. 

Victoria,  B.C.,  and  District  (J.  D.  McNiven, 
correspondent)   July   Gazette,   29  ;   August, 

93  ;  September,  149  ;  October,  226  ;  No- 
vember, 319  ;  December,  431  ;  January,  518; 
February,  602  ;  March,  66S  ;  April,  760  ; 
May,  860  ;  June,  972. 

Nanaimo,  B.C.,  and  District  (A.  Spencer, 
correspondent)  July  Gazette,  30  ;  August, 
95  ;  September,  150  ;  October,  227  ;  Novem- 
ber, 320  ;  December,  432  ;  January,  519  ; 
February,  603  ;  March,  669  ;  April,  762  ; 
May,  862. 

RESTRAINT   OF  TRADE,   1027. 

RETAILERS'   ASSOCIATION  : 
Meeting  at  Toronto,  200.        i 

RETAIL  TRADE  : 
Condition  of,   66. 

REVENUE    OF    DOMINION  : 

Reference  to,  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions,  during  June, 
5  ;  July,  65  ;  September,  195  ;  October,  285; 
November,  396  ;  January,  574,  575  ;  Feb- 
ruary, 638  ;  March,  726,  727  ;  April,  826  ; 
May,  941. 

RHODE  ISLAND   LABOUR  STATISTICS,   384. 

RICHIBUCTOO,   N.B.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  post  office,  customs 
buildings,   &c,   at   480. 

RICHMOND,  QUE.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  4  ice-breakers  at,  568. 


ROCK  SLIDE  AT  FRANK,  ALTA.,  1011. 

ROLLING  STOCK  OF  TRANSPORTATION  COM- 
PANIES : 
Additions   to,   525,   573.' 

ROSSEAND,    B.C.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 
U^Reports  of  local  correspondent,  599,  857,  969. 

ROYAL  COMMISSIONS  :  (See  Commissions). 

SABBATH    OBSERVANCE : 

Deputation   of  Trades   and   Labour   Congress 
re,  235. 

SACKVILLE,  N.B.  : 

Strike  of  foundrymen  at,  51,  110. 

SALMON  : 

Sock-eye,   64. 
Pack  of.  in  British  Columbia,  123,  725. 
Hatching  in  British  Columbia,  572,  977. 
British  Columbia  Commission  report  on.  976. 

SALMON  FISHERMEN  : 

Strike  of,  on  Fraser  River,  535. 

SANITARY    CONDITIONS    IN    ONTARIO    LUM- 
BERING AND   MINING   CAMPS,   475,   476. 

SARDINE  FISHERIES  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA  : 
Commission   to  investigate  into,   572. 

SAULT  STE.  MARIE  : 

Manufacture  of  steel  rails  at,  64,  525. 
Traffic  through  canals  at,  194,  394. 
Opening  of  power  canal  at,  525. 

SAW- MILL  EMPLOYEES  : 

Strike  of,  at  Louisville,  Que.,  49. 
Strike  of,   at  New   Westminster,    625. 
Strike   of.   at  Hawkesbury,   907,   923. 

SCHOOL   LANDS : 

Sale  of,  in  N.W.T.,  491. 

SCHOOLS  OF  ART   MANUFACTURE    IN   QUE- 
BEC.  911. 

SCHOOLS   OF  ART  IN  ONTARIO,   911. 

SEALING    OPERATIONS     IN      THE      PACIFIC^ 
OCEAN.  523. 

SETTLERS  EFFECTS : 

Value  of,  imports  of,  400. 

SHANTYMEN : 

Scarcity  of,  2S3. 

SHERBROOKE,    QUE.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports   of   local   correspondent,    12,    73.    12' 
205,  295,  407,  497,  5S2,  645,  732,  834,  948. 

SHINGLE    INDUSTRY    IN    BRITISH     COLm 
BIA.  161. 

SHTP  LABOURERS  : 

Wages  of,  at  Quebec,  51. 
Strike  of,  at  Quebec,  107. 

SHIPPING.  CANADIAN  : 

List  of.  issued  by  Department  of  Marine  ai 
Fisheries.  274. 
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SHIPPING,    CANADIAN— Con. 

Statistics  relating  to,  401. 
Disasters  to,  on  Great  Lakos,  492. 
On  Great  Lakes,  825. 

SHIPPING.    TRANS -ATLANTIC,    194. 

SHIPWRIGHTS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Victoria,  107. 

SHOE  WORKERS : 

Strike  of,  at  Quebec,  Que.,  803,  807. 
Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  Que.,  803. 

SHOPS  ACT  : 

Working  of,  in  New  South  Wales,  277. 

SWEATING  :    (See  Fair  Wages). 

STCK   BENEFITS  : 

To  iron  moulders,  100,  101. 

SMITH'S   FALLS.    ONT.  : 

Strike  of  metal  workers,  carpenters  and  la- 
bourers at,   921,   923. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  : 

Trade  of  Canada  with,   65,  52G. 

SPINNERS  : 

Strike  of.  at  Montreal,   709. 
Strike  of,  at  Valleyfield,  535. 

SPIRITS  : 

Produced   during   1901,    396. 
Consumption  of,  by  provinces,  396. 

SPRING  SEASON  : 

Opening  of,  520,  523,  634,  718. 

SQUARE   TIMBER : 

Trade   in,   with   Great   Britain   reviving,   283. 
Scarcity  of  labour  for  manufacture  of,  524. 
Left  in  the  limits,  720. 
ST.  ANACLET,  QUE.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  station  and  dwelling  for 
stationmaster  at,   263. 

STATISTICAL  TABLES  :  (See  Wages  and  hours 
of  employment  ;  cost  of  living  in  Canada  ; 
trade  disputes  ;  enforcement  of  fair  icages 
resolution  by  Post  Office  Department,  in- 
dustries of  Canada,  and  government  con- 
tracts). 

ST.    CATHARINES,    ONT.  : 

Strike  of  metal  workers  at,  271,  379. 
Strike   of   carpenters   at,   479. 
Strike  of  moulders  at.  625. 

STEAMBOATMEN  : 

Strike   of,    at   Victoria,    B.C.,    974. 

STEAMFITTERS  : 

Strike  of,  at  Ottawa,  Ont.,  272. 
Strike   of.    at    Montreal,    Que.,    51. 

STEEL : 

Manufacture  of.  487. 

STEEL  RAILS  : 
Duty  on,  827. 


STEEL   SHIPMENTS   FROM   GERMANY,    826. 

ST.   FRANCOIS,   QUE.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  crib-work  at,  710. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.  : 
Fire  at.  1011. 

ST.   HYACINTHE,   QUE.,   AND   DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  14,  74,  130, 
206.   296,   383,   408,   498,   646,   734,   835,   949. 

ST.    GEORGE.   N.B.  : 

Strike  of  granite  cutters  at,  50. 

ST.   JOHN,   N.B.,   AND   DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  10,  71,  126. 
203,  292,  404,  495,  579,  642,  729,  831,  945. 

ST.    LAWRENCE  CANALS  : 

Tolls    on,    removed    by    government,    825. 

ST.  LAWRENCE  ROUTE,  194,  526. 

Improvement  of,  mentioned  in  speech  from 
throne.  722. 

STOCK-BREEDERS*   ASSOCIATION  OF  ONTA- 
RIO. 56. 

STONECUTTERS : 

Strike  of,  at  Halifax.  N.S  ,  51. 

STO'NE- MASONS  : 

Strike   of.   at   Point   St.    Charles,   269. 

ST.  PHILIPPE  DE  NERI,  QUE.  : 

Fair  wages-  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  remodelling  of  station  at,  262. 

STREET    RAILWAY   EMPLOYEES  : 
Strike  of,  at  Montreal,  706,  1029. 

STREET    RAILWAY    EMPLOYEES  : 
Strike  of,  at  Toronto,  48. 
Agreement  of.  at  Toronto  with  employers — 

Special  article  relating  to,  1020. 
Protection   of,   828. 

STRIKES  :   (See  also  Trades  disputes). 

In  United  States,  Special  article  on,  176. 

In   Great   Britain,    1900,    172. 

In   Great   Britain,   1901,   263. 

Reference  to,  in  annual  report  of  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,   671. 

Strikes  and  lock-outs  in  Ontario — Reference 
to,  in  annual  report  of  Ontario  Labour 
Bureau,   978. 

Strike  fund  of  Iron  Moulders  International 
Union,  102. 

Resolutions    re    by    Iron    Moulders    Interna-    1 
tional   Union,   102. 

In  Pennsylvania  anthracite  regions,  refer- 
ence to,  368. 

ST.    THOMAS,    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local  correspondent,  29,  86,  141, 
219.   311,   423,   510,   594,   659,   751,   850,   963. 

STRUCTURAL   IRON   WORKERS : 
Strike  of,  at  Toronto,   Ont.,  51. 
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STURGEON    FALLS,    ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contrast 
for  construction  of  wharf  at,  628. 

SUBSTITUTES  FOR  COAL  :  (See  Specia'l  article 
on  Pennsylvania  coal  strike  *and  coal  situa- 
tion in  Canada). 

SURTAX  DUTY  IMPOSED,  827. 

SUGAR  : 

Manufacture  of,  in  Canada  :  (See  beet  sugar). 
Consumption  of,  in  Canada,  770. 
Canadian    trade    in,    770. 

SUNDAY   LABOUR  : 

Amendment    to    Sunday    selling    by-law    in 
Montreal,   8. 

SUNDAY    LABOUR  :     (See    also    Under   heading 

'Sabbath'  and  'Lords  Day'). 
Excursions   from   Buffalo   to   Canadian   torts 

prohibited,  08. 
Sunday  trade  in  Quebec — Legal  decision  re, 

119. 
Of  railway  employees,  200. 
In  beet  sugar  industry,   640. 
During   1902,   532. 

SUPERANNUATION  FUND  OF  CANADIAN 
PACIFIC    RAILWAY,    401,   552. 

SWITCHMEN  : 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of,   699. 

SYDNEY,    C.B.  : 

:Strike   of   ferrymen   at,   185. 
Strike  of  machinists  at,  378. 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  COMPANY,  CASE  OF, 
\X?16,  934. 

Special  article   on  House   of  Lords  decision 
re,  576. 

TAILORS : 

Japanese  as,  43. 

Strike  of,  at  Chatham,  268. 

Strike  of,  at  Guelnh,   107. 

TARIFF  : 

Act    to    amend    tariff — Dominion    legislation, 

1902.  34. 
Articles   allowed   into  Canada   free   of  duty, 

34. 

TEAMSTERS  : 

Strike    of,   at   Montreal,    Que.,   1028. 

TECHNICAL  EDUCATION.  724. 
In  Toronto.  493. 
In  Montreal.  640. 
In  Canada — Special  article  dealing  with,  532, 

640. 
In  United   States  and  Europe— Special   arti- 
cle dealing  with,   792. 
In   Austria,   794. 
In  Belgium,  795. 

TELEGRAPHERS.   RAILWAY,   8. 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of,  901. 


TELEPHONES  : 

'Municipal  system,    290. 

Legislation  recommended  by  Union  of  Can- 
adian Municipalities,  640. 

TELEPHONE   OPERATORS : 

Strike    of.    at   New   Westminster,    B.C.,    477, 

567. 
Strike  of,  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  565. 
Strike  of,  at  Vancouver,  B.C.,  565. 

TEMISKAMING  DISTRICT  : 

Colonization   in.   67,   528. 

Contract  awarded  for  building  railway  into, 
289. 

Temiskaming  and  Northern  Ontario  Rail- 
way construction    of,    528,    574. 

THREE  RIVERS,  QUE.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  dock,  ice-breaker  and 
dredging   at.    48. 

THREE   RIVERS.   QUE.,   AND  DISTRICT  : 

•Reports  of  local  correspondent,  13,  74,  129, 
205.  294,  407.  497,  582,  645,  733,  834,  947. 

TOBACCO   INDUSTRY   IN  CANADA  : 

Royal  Commmission  to  enquire  into  condition 

of — .Special   reports   of   proceedings   before, 

246,   377,  470.    Special  article  dealing  with 

report  of,  863. 
Special  article  dealing  with  report  of,  863. 
Prices  of,  866. 
Tobacco    growing    in    Canada,    Statistics    re, 

864.  865. 

TORONTO.  ONT.  : 

Strike    of   street    railway    employees    at,    35, 

48,  100.     Special  agreement  with  employers. 

1020. 
Strike  of  plumbers  at,   50,   110. 
Strike  of  marble  cutters  at,  50. 
Strike    of   boiler-makers   at,    50. 
Strike   of  electrical   workers   at,   50,    921. 
Strike  of  leather  workers  at,  50,  1027. 
Strike  of  printers  at,  51,  110. 
Strike  of  carriage  and  wagon  makers  at,  51. 
Strike  of  structural  iron  workers  at,  51. 
Strike  of  jewellers  at,  51,  271,  379. 
Strike  of  carpet  workers  at,  109,  187. 
Strike  in  building  trades  at,  269,  379. 
Strike  of  garment  workers  at,  706. 
Strike  of  painters  and  decorators  at,   709. 
Strike  of  carpenters  at,   1027,    1028,   1031. 
Strike  of  moulders  at,  1S4.  272,  379,  4S0,  567. 

TORONTO.    ONT.,    AND   DISTRICT  : 

Reports  of  local   correspondent,    17,    79,    133, 
211,  302,  414,  502,  587,  651,  740,  811,  954. 

TORONTO   JUNCTION,    ONT.  : 

Fair  wages  schedule  in  government  contract 
for  construction  of  post  office  building  at, 

1035. 

TPvACKMEN  : 

Strike  of,  on  Canada  Atlantic  Railway,   « 
1027. 
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TRACKMEN—  Con. 

Strike  of,  at  Windsor,  Ont.,  1027. 

Strike  of,  on  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  535. 

Wages  and  hours  of  labour  of,  699. 

TRADE  AND   COMMERCE,  CANADA  : 
Annual  bank  statements,  5. 
Annual  report  of  Dominion   Department   of, 
1902,    628. 

TRADE,    DOMESTIC  : 

Of  Canada — Reference  to,  in  general  sum- 
mary of  industrial  and  labour  conditions, 
May,  6  :  June,  66  ;  July,  124  ;  August,  197  ; 
September,  287  ;  October,  398  ;  November, 
490  ;  December,  575  :  February,  726;  March, 
827  ;  April,   941. 

TRADE,   FOREIGN  : 

Reference  to,  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions,  July,  124  ; 
August,  195;  September,  2SG  ;  October, 
337  ;  November,  490  ;  December,  574  ;  Jan- 
uary. 637  ;  February,  725  ;  March,  826  ; 
April,  940. 

TRADE.  IMPERIAL.  : 

Reference  to,  in  general  summary  of  indus- 
trial and  labour  conditions,  65,  196,  287, 
398,   490,   526,   574,   72&,   726,   826. 

TRADE  WITH  YUKON,  2S8,  492,  527. 

TRADES      AND       LABOUR       CONGRESS      OF 
CANADA : 
Le-tfcular   to  labour  organizations,   112. 

Reference  to,  189,  190. 
Jrfe^ting  at  Berlin,  228. 
^Destitution  revised.  228. 
•Jurisdiction  of,  229. 
•    Tables  showing  membership  of,  234. 
<$^g*islation   suggested   by,   236. 
Report  of  executive  committees  of,  232,  233, 

234. 
J  Address  by  president_of,  230. 
Revenue  of,  234. 
Officers  of.   237. 
Appeal    of,    for    all    to    Pennsylvania    coal 

strikers.  282. 
Meeting    of    executive    council    in    Montreal, 

640. 
fclntptf^iew   with   Dominion   government — Spe- 
Vcial  article  re,  863. 
Interview  with  Ontario  government,  828. 

TRADES  AND  LABOUR  CONGRESS  OF  CAN- 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Ottawa,  July  15, 1902. 

A  feature  of  the  present  issue  of  the 
Gazette,  which  will  be  continued  through 
subsequent  issues,  is  an  extensive  review  of 
the  industrial  and  labour  conditions  of  the 
month.  Heretofore  the  Gazette  has  pub- 
lished information  of  this  sort  under  the 
general  heading  of  Reports  of  Local  Corre- 
spondents, prefacing  the  reports  with  a 
general  summary  reviewing  the  important 
facts  of  interest  to  labour  during  the 
month.  Hereafter  the  Gazette  will  give  in 
some  detail  the  main  features  of  the  indus- 
trial and  labour  world,  in  so  far  as  they 
have  an  important  bearing  upon  conditions 
in  any  of  the  several  provinces  of  the  Do- 
minion. This  general  review  of  industrial 
conditions  during  the  month  will  be  fol- 
lowed, as  formerly,  by  detailed  information 
reported  from  the  cities  of  the  Dominion 
by  the  official  correspondents  of  the  Gazette. 

The  present  issue  contains  an  article  on 
legislation  passed  at  the  recent  session  of 
the  Dominion  parliament  affecting  labour. 
In  this  article  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  direct  attention  to  the  several  measures 


The  strike  of  the  employees  of  the  To- 
ronto Street  Railway,  which  commenced 
on  June  21,  was  the  occasion  of  more  gen- 
eral interest  than  any  other  industrial 
event  of  the  month.  Of  special  impor- 
tance in  connection  with  the  settlement  of 
this  strike  were  the  voluntary  efforts  to- 
wards conciliation  of  a  committee  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade,  to  the  success  of 
which  the  speedy  termination  of  the  strike 
must  be  credited.  As  an  example  of  the 
successful  working  of  voluntary  concilia- 
tion, and  the  important  part  which  this 
method  of  adjusting  disputes  may  play  in 
the  preservation  of  industrial  peace,  too 
great  emphasis  cannot  be  laid  upon  the 
significance  of  this  friendly  mediation. 
The  present  issue  contains  a  special  article 
dealing  with  the  strike  and  the  work  of  the 
voluntary  conciliation  committee  of  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade. 

A  review  of  that  part  of /the  report  of  the 
Commission  on  Oriental  Jmmigration  into 
Canada,  which  has  to  do  with  Japanese  im- 
migration, and  an  account  of  the  trade 
disputes  in  Canada  during  the  month,  are 
other  important  features  of  the  present 
issue. 
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INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  JUNE. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


THE  month  of  June' saw  few  changes  in 
the  general  industrial  and  labour  si- 
tuation throughout  Canada.  The  prosperity 
which  has  been  so  marked  a  characteristic  of 
the  present  year  in  all  branches  of  industry 
continued,  for  the  most  part  under  the 
same  general  outline  and  with  conditions 
differing  only  in  degree  from  those  of  May. 
Thus  there  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  industrial  disputes  reported  during 
the  month,  but  the  general  features  of  the 
strike  situation  are  the  same  as  during  the 
month  previous,  demands  for  increased 
wages  furnishing  as  before,  in  the  bulk  of 
instances,  the  chief  grounds  of  conten- 
tion. 

Increases  in  Rates  of  Wages. 

In  the  June  issue  of  the  Gazette  a  spe- 
cial article  was  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
the  spring  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages, 
and  it  was  remarked  in  that  connection 
that  although  sufficient  details  as  to  the 
progress  of  the  movement  were  at  that  time 
obtainable  to  permit  of  some  attempt  at 
generalization,  the  movement  was  not  to  be 
regarded  as  at  an  end,  and  that  further  re- 
ports of  increases  in  various  industries  and 
localities,  belonging  to  the  same  general 
movement,  were  to  be  expected  from 
time  to  time.  This  has  been  veri- 
fied by  the  experience  of  the  past 
four  weeks,  and  although  the  increases  to 
the  general  wage  scale  of  labour  reported 
during  June  have  been  few  in  number  when 
compared  with  the  records  of  April  and 
May,  the  phenomenon  is  still  of  sufficient 
magnitude  to  be  considered  as  constituting 
one  of  the  most  important  industrial  fea- 
tures of  the  month. 

Extent  of  the  Movement. 

Geographically  considered,  the  June  in- 
creases of  wages  have  affected  the  whole 
Dominion  from  Nova  Scotia,  where  coal 
workers  at  Halifax  were  restored  to 
the  30  cents  an  hour  rate,  and  Prince 
Edward     Island,     where     farm     labourers 


are   receiving   the   highest   wages   paid   in 
many  seasons,  to  British  Columbia,  where 
common  labour  and  railway  employees  have] 
obtained    substantial    increases.     Thus,  in 
St.  John,  N.B.,  ship  labourers  received  an 
advance  of  5  cents  an  hour,  shingle  sawyers; 
and  bunchers  were  advanced  to  $2  and  $l.S0i 
per   day   respectively,   while   marble   work- 
ers   received    a    very    material    increase.) 
Granite  cutters  at  St.  George,  N.B.,  also  re- 
ceived a  10  per  cent  increase  and  a  9-hour  | 
day.     In  Quebec  city  the  arrangement  off 
new  wages  scales  has  been    the    cause    of  i 
much  industrial  unrest  during  the  month. 
In  Montreal,  from  300  to  400  moulders  were 
granted  improved  conditions,  $2.40  per  day 
being  the  minimum  scale  they  will  receive! 
after  July  1.     In  Ottawa,   also,  ^moulders 
were  advanced  to  the  same  rate  of  remu-l 
neration,  while  machinery  men  received  in- 
creases of  10  per  cent,   and  printers    andj 
pressmen  an  increase  of  $2  per  week,  bring- 
ing the  minimum  scale  in  the  latter  trade] 
up  to  $15  a  week.     At  Toronto  the  move- 
ment toward  a  higher  wage  scale  for  work- 
men   was    continued    with    perhaps    more! 
marked  result  than  at  any  other  single  point! 
in  the  Dominion.       Machinists  and  street 
railway  men  have  been  advanced  ;     sheet! 
metal  workers  have  received  an  increase  of| 
2%    cents    an    hour    all    round,   25    cent! 
an  hour  being  now  the  minimum  wage  foi 
this  class  of  labour ;  and  employees  in  f  urni-l 
ture  factories  are  another  class  which  havel 
received   a   substantial   increase   in   wages. 
In  Hamilton  unskilled  labourers  on  certain! 
jobs  have  been  increased  from    18    to    201 
cents  an  hour,  and  electrical  workers  andj 
linemen  have  obtained  improved  conditions 
from  their  employers.     At  Brantford  cor- 
poration labourers  have  received    a  reduc-l 
tion  of  one  hour  per  day  in  the   hours    of  I 
labour    and    a    half    holiday    during    thej 
week,    and    carpenters    at    London    hav< 
received     a     reduction     of     three     horn 
on    Saturday    in    hours    of    labour.      Al 
Guelph,     carpet    weavers     also    have    ob-: 
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tained  an  improved  scale  of  prices.  Many 
[classes  of  workmen  in  Winnipeg  have  re- 
ceived increases,  and  the  tendency  has  been 
:ihe  leading  feature  in  the  labour  situation 
at  that  point  throughout  the  month.  Farm 
!  labour  in  the  west  is  receiving  high  rates 
of  remuneration. 

Increase  among  Railway  Employees. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  movement  to- 
I  wards  a  higher  scale  of  remuneration  for 
:  labour  during  the  month  has  been  the  ex- 
tent to  which  the  employees  of  railway  com- 
panies have  profited  by  the  change.  Six 
hundred  bridgemen  and  watermen  on  the 
C.P.R.  system  have  received  an  advance  in 
the  minimum  wage  scale  from  $1.40  to  $1.65 
per  day,  with  corresponding  increases  in 
the  higher  grades,  amounting  to  an  average 
of  15  per  cent.  Trackmen  on  the  Eastern 
Division  have  also  been  advanced,  and 
about  1,600  telegraphers  were  granted  a 
new  minimum  scale  of  from  $43  to  $45  a 
month,  according  to  seniority,  with  $95  as 
the  minimum  wage  of  a  train  dispatcher. 
On  the  14th  of  the  month  the  board  of 
arbitrators  engaged  at  Toronto  in  con- 
tinuing the  adjustment  of  the  scale  of 
wages  for  the  trackmen  of  Ontario 
reported  their  award,  which  had  the 
general  effect  of  raising  wages  15  per 
cent  all  round.  At  Montreal,  C.P.R.  mould- 
ers got  a  10  per  cent  increase,  and  in  Mani- 
toba, carpenters,  machinists,  boilermakers, 
and  others,  in  the  employ  of  the 
company  received  an  advance  of  from 
2  to  3  cents  an  hour.  In  British 
Columbia  freight  handlers  were  raised. 
On  the  G.T.R  system,  yardmen  and 
bosses  on  the  middle  division  were  grant- 
ed 10  cents  an  hour  advance,  making 
the  scale  uniform  for  all  divisions  of  the 
road  east  of  the  St.  Clair  and  Detroit 
rivers.  Telegraphers  on  the  G.T.R.  also 
received  an  advance. 

With  the  exception  of  the  railway  em- 
ployees it  is  difficult  to  specify  any  parti- 
cular industry,  with  the  added  exception 
perhaps  of  farm  labourers  which  has  been 
particularly   affected   during  the  month. 


As  in  the  case  of  the  article  on  the 
wage  situation  in  the  Gazette  for  June, 
these  instances  are  not  to  be  taken  as  fur- 
nishing an  exhaustive  statement  of  all  in- 
creases granted  in  wages  during  the  past 
month,  but  sufficient  are  given  to  show,  in 
connection  with  the  former  article,  the  ex- 
tent and  general  tendencies  of  the  move- 
ment since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  Crop  Outlook. 

Among  the  leading  industries  of  the 
country,  agriculture  has,  perhaps,  furnished 
the  chief  subject  of  discussion  during  the 
month,  owing  to  the  important  effect  of  the 
weather  at  this  season  of  the  year.  On  the 
whole,  though  the  prevailing  wet  and  cold 
weather  of  the  month  has  retarded  growth, 
the  outlook  is  promising  for  a  fair  yield  of 
agricultural  products.  The  May  Crop  Bul- 
letin of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Agri- 
culture stated  that  little  damage  has  been 
done  by  Hessian  Fly  and  that  the  prospects 
on  June  1  were  better  than  at  any  time 
within  the  past  six  months.  Spring  crops, 
according  to  the  bulletin,  had  been  planted 
much  earlier  than  last  year,  seeding  being 
in  some  cases  completed  by  the  first  of  May. 
The  seed  bed  was  also  reported  in  excellent 
condition,  and  the  catch  one  of  the  best  in 
years.  Clover  in  particular  was  stated  to 
give  promise  of  an  exceedingly  heavy  yield. 
Fruit  prospects,  on  the  authority  of  the 
inspector  of  the  department,  were  also  con- 
sidered fair  throughout  the  province,  only 
slight  injury  having  been  done  by  the  early 
frosts,  and  there  being  a  marked  decrease 
in  the  number  of  noxious  insects.  At  the 
time  of  the  issue  of  the  bulletin,  however, 
it  was  too  early  to  attempt  an  estimate  as 
to  the  probable  range  of  fruit  prices  for  the 
coming  season,  as  based  upon  the  prospec- 
tive yield.  Apples  will  be  a  good  average 
crop,  and  while  the  large  yield  of  pears, 
plums  and  peaches  is  not  anticipated,  the 
quality,  it  is  thought,  will  be  above  th« 
usual.  A  more  serious  problem,  in  certain 
districts  of  the  province,  than  that  repre- 
sented in  the  crop  outlook,  is  the  obtaining 
of  the  farm  labour  necessary  to  cultivate 
and  harvest  it. 
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The  Outlook  in  the  West. 

In  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories, also,  the  month  opened  with  con- 
ditions uniformly  favourable  to  a  satisfac- 
tory agricultural  year.  The  acreage  under 
crop  this  season,  according  to  a  bulletin  is- 
sued during  June  by  the  Provincial  Legis- 
lature of  Manitoba,  shows  a  considerable  in- 
crease over  the  figures  of  last  year.  This 
official  estimate  gives  2,039,040  acres  as 
planted  in  wheat,  725,060  in  oats,  329,790 
in  barley  and  41,200  in  flax,  or  an  increase 
of  223,149  acres  in  the  area  of  land  under 
grain  crops  over  last  year,  an  increase 
which  has  swelled  to  227,606  in  the  total 
number  of  acres  planted.  In  spite  of  the 
fears  expressed  early  in  the  season  that  the 
backward  weather  would  have  the  effect  of 
contracting  the  wheat  area,  a  gain  of  27,205 
acres  in  wheat  lands  is  reported,  the  num- 
ber of  acres  in  wheat  in  1901  being  only 
2,011,835.  Ten  thousand  cattle  were  fat- 
tened during  the  winter  in  Manitoba,  and 
there  are  8  creameries  and  33  cheese  fac- 
tories now  in  operation  in  the  province. 
The  crop  bulletin  dated  June  1,  but  basing 
its  estimate  on  conditions  existing  up  to 
the  10th  of  the  month,  reports  the  situation 
on  the  whole  as  satisfactory  as  could  be  ex- 
pected. A  significant  feature  in  this  con- 
nection is  the  scale  on  which  both  of  the 
large  railway  systems  of  the  Dominion  are, 
after  a  careful  survey  of  the  situation,  add- 
ing to  their  rolling  stock  in  anticipation 
of  an  abundant  return  from  the  season's 
operations. 

Other  Trades  and  Industries. 

Conditions  in  the  other  leading  trades 
and  industries  of  the  country  continue  with 
little  change  from  those  of  last  month.  A 
satisfactory  output  is  reported  from  the 
mines,  except  in  British  Columbia,  where 
the  depression  reported  earlier  in  the  sea- 
son, and  the  consequent  curtailments  in  the 
working  crews,  is  still  in  evidence.  In  the 
lumbering  industry  an  event  of  importance 
during  the  month  was  the  annual  timber 
sale  conducted  by  the  Department  of  Crown 
Lands   of  the    province    of    Quebec,  from 


which  $68,210  was  realized.  In  British 
Columbia,  judging  by  the  number  of  ap- 
plications for  permission  to  cut  timber  on 
Crown  lands,  which  were  issued  by  the  pro- 
vincial authorities  during  the  month,  the 
industry  is  in  a  particularly  active  and 
prosperous  condition  throughout  the  pro- 
vince. Timber-cutting,  saw-milling  and 
shingle  manufacturing  are  being  carried  on 
to  the  full  capacity  of  the  respective 
branches  of  the  industry.  Large  bodies  of 
timber  in  new  localities  are  being  opened 
up,  and  a  still  further  increase  of  the  num- 
ber of  mills  is  contemplated.  During  the 
month  the  British  Columbia  government 
gave  its  final  decision  absolutely  prohibit- 
ing the  granting  of  special  licenses  provid- 
ing for  the  exportation  of  logs  cut  upon 
lands  which  are  not  Crown  granted.  In 
Ontario,  Quebec  and  New  Brunswick  the 
heavy  rains  of  the  first  few  weeks  of  the 
month  greatly  helped  lumbermen  with 
their  drives,  and  the  situation  in  these  pro- 
vinces with  regard  to  the  number  of  logs 
hung  up  in  the  woods  owing  to  the  early 
opening  of  spring  has  been  greatly  alle- 
viated. A  large  quantity  of  the  early  cut 
of  the  spruce  mills  has  been  already  con- 
tracted for. 

The  building  and  allied  trades  still  con- 
tinue to  show  the  greatest  signs  of  activity. 
By  way  of  example  it  may  be  stated  that 
the  number  of  building  permits  issued  in 
Toronto  during  May  showed  an  increase 
$325,222  over  those  of  last  year,  and  for 
the  period  from  January  1  to  May  31,  an 
increase  of  $730,669  over  last  year.  Ac- 
tivity, however,  is  general  in  the  various 
trades,  and  is  by  no  means  confined  to  any 
particular  group  of  trades  or  to  any  parti- 
cular locality. 

General  Trade  Conditions. 

The  wet  weather,  which  has  been  the  lead- 
ing factor  in  the  crop  situation,  has  also 
operated  as  the  most  adverse  circumstance 
of  the  month  affecting  retail  trade  condi- 
tions throughout  the  country.  As  was 
the  case  in  May,  sales  of  summer  dry 
goods  have  been  materially  lessened  in  con- 
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sequence  of  the  prevailing  cool  weather, 
and  although  the  situation  is  perhaps  most 
marked  in  this  respect  in  Ontario,  the  ex- 
perience has  been  very  general.  The  hard- 
ware trade  is  reported  as  thoroughly  sa- 
tisfactory, and  there  has  been  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  business  failures  as  com- 
pared with  June,  1901.  In  staple  products 
the  trade  outlook  is  on  the  whole  satis- 
factory. The  postponement  of  the  corona- 
tion of  His  Majesty  occasioned,  in  some  in- 
stances, losses  in  the  towns  and  cities  of 
the  Dominion  in  which  celebrations  had 
been  arranged. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  country  conti- 
nues to  increase  in  volume.  Imports  for 
May,  showed  a  gain  of  $359,129  and  ex- 
ports a  gain  of  $4,079,060  over  the  returns 
of  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year. 
The  latter  very  pronounced  increase  is  due 
in  the  main  to  the  splendid  showing  in  ex- 
ports of  agricultural  and  dairy  products 
and  of  cattle,  the  following  being  the  chief 
items  in  this  connection  :  Peas,  $104,118, 
increase,  $37,637;  wheat,  $2,858,505,  in- 
crease $2,503,815;  flour,  $312,548,  increase 
$92,105  ;  hay,  $360,248,  increase  $166,956 ; 
potatoes,  $122,505,  increase  $95,046  ; 
cattle,  $1,169,955,  increase  $650,316;  butter, 
$126,417,  increase  $87,234;  cheese,  $542,041, 
increase  $135,655;  bacon,  $1,181,083,  in- 
crease $96,489. 

On  June  12,  the  trade  statement  issued 
by  the  Customs  Department  of  the  Do- 
minion showed  an  increase  in  the  aggregate 
trade  of  the  country,  for  the  eleven  months 
ended  May  31,  of  about  $33,500,000.  The 
imports  for  the  eleven  months  of  the  cur- 
rent year  as  compared  with  the  same  period 
of  1900-01,  are  as  follows  : — 

1901.  1902. 

Dutiable   goods $  95,162,484    $105,727,749 

Free    goods 63,582,578        70,051,391 

Coin  and  bullion 3,457,427  4,984,692 

$162,202,489     $180,763,832 

Duty    collected $  26,174,771     $    28,954,796 

Increase 2,780,025     

2 


The  exports  are  as  follows  : — ■ 

1901.  1902. 

Domestic $155,463,429     $172,925,945 

Foreign 15,806,945        13,252,818 

Total .".  $171,270,374     $186,178,763 

Increase $  14,908,309 

Thus  the  total  aggregate  trade  of  the 
Dominion  for  the  first  eleven  months  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  was  $366,952,595,  as 
compared  with  $333,472,863  for  the  same 
time  last  year,  a  gain  of  $33,469,732.  An 
increase  from  all  sources  of  production, 
with  the  single  exception  of  mines,  is  repre- 
sented in  these  figures.  In  animals  and 
other  produce  there  is  a  gain  of  more  than 
three  million  dollars;  in  agriculture  of 
eleven  million  dollars;  in  manufactures  of 
more  than  two  million  dollars;  in  produce 
of  the  forest  of  more  than  one  million 
dollars,  and  in  produce  of  the  fisheries  of 
about  three  million  dollars.  The  mines 
alone  show  a  decrease  of  about  three  mil- 
lion dollars. 

The  revenue  of  the  country  for  the 
eleven  months  ended  May  31,  was  $51-, 
279,346,  as  against  $46,571,284  last  year. 

Annual  Bank  Statements. 

A  number  of  the  leading  banks  of  the 
Dominion  held  their  annual  meetings  of 
shareholders  during  the  month  of  June, 
and  the  increase  in  the  banking  business  of 
the  country,  which  was  very  generally  in- 
dicated in  the  directors'  reports  presented, 
and  which  may  be  taken  as  reflecting  the 
general  prosperity  of  the  country,  makes 
the  various  statements  submitted  of  con- 
siderable interest  and  significance.  Within 
the  past  five  years  the  total  assets  of  the 
banks  of  Canada  have  increased  from  $243,- 
400,000  to  $448,800,000,  the  deposits  from 
$196,700,000  to  $339,000,000,  and  the  note 
circulation  from  $30,800,000  to  $50,700,000. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Bank  of  Mont- 
real for  the  present  year,  which  was  pre- 
sented on  June  12,  shows  these  tendencies 
as  still  in  full  continuance.  As  a  result  of 
the  84th  year's  business  of  the  bank,  a  net 
profit  of  $2,365,856,  or  a  gain  of  $63,630 
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for  the  last  year,  is  declared.  The  avail- 
able assets  have  increased  about  ten  mil- 
lions, deposits  have  grown  by  $14,139,000, 
and  loans  and  discounts  by  $4,360,000, 
while  $525,000  has  been  added  to  the  circu- 
lation. Of  special  interest  also  in  this 
connection  is  the  following  extract  from  the 
address  of  the  general  manager  to  the 
shareholders  at  the  annual  meeting  : — 

Generally  speaking,  the  past  year  has  been  a 
prosperous  one  for  Canada,  and  so  far  the  hand 
of  the  commercial  barometer  still  stands  at 
'  fair  '.  The  revenues  of  the  country  are  large; 
railway  earnings  are  steadily  increasing  ; 
farmers  are  prosperous  ;  the  outlook  for  lum- 
ber is  improving  ;  and  the  tide  of  immigration 
has  set  in  with  greater  volume,  ensuring  to 
Western  Canada,  and  indeed  to  the  whole 
country,  more  rapid  progress  in  population  and 
material  prosperity.  The  natural  resources  of 
the  country  are  being  steadily  developed,  the 
output  of  coal  is  increasing,  and  it  looks  as  if  we 
were  on   the   eve   of   important   results   in   the 

iron   and   steel    industry There   have   been 

exceptions,  and  some  industries  have  not  shared 
in  the  general  prosperity,  but  these  can  in  most 
cases  be  tracod  to  undue  competition  and  bad 
management. 

The  Union  Bank  of  Canada  also  held  its 
annual  meeting  during  June,  and  reported 
the  year  sufficiently  prosperous  to  justify 
an  increase  in  the  dividend  of  from  6  per 
cent  to  7  per  cent  for  the  half  year  just 
terminated,  after  adding  $100,000  to  the 
reserve  fund.  Three  new  branches  of  the 
bank  have  been  opened  in  the  West  and 
one  new  branch  in  Ontario.  It  was  also 
recommended  by  the  directors  that  the 
working  capital  should  be  raised  from  two 
million  to  three  million  dollars,  the  gains 
on  the  present  year's  operations  being  more 
than  12  per  cent  on  the  present  paid-up 
shares.  The  Imperial  Bank  of  Canada  also 
experienced  an  increase  of  business  during 
the  fiscal  year  just  ended,  and  will  add 
$500,000  to  its  capital  '  in  order  to  enable 
it  to  avail  itself  of  present  opportunities 
and  provide  for  future  growth.'  The  On- 
tario Bank  announced  on  June  17  an  ad- 
dition  of  $75,000  to  its  reserve,  after  pay- 
ing the  usual  dividend,  while  the  Hochelaga 
Bank  added  $200,000  to  its  reserve  out  of 
profits  amounting  to  $199,525  and  pre- 
miums on  new  stock  totalling  $116,750. 
The  Merchants  Bank  of  Canada,  which  also 
reported  for  its  financial  year  during  the 
month,  earned  9  per  cent  on    its    paid-up 


capital,  out  of  which  it  added  $100,000  to 
its'  rest  account,  bringing  this  up  to  45  per 
cent  of  its  capital,  and  $15,000  to  the  offi- 
cers' pension  fund,  after  paying  a  dividend 
of  7  per  cent  per  annum.  The  strengthen- 
ing of  reserves  and  the  additions  to  capi- 
talization recorded  more  particularly  in  the 
above  instances,  are  reported  to  be  typical 
of  conditions  which  prevail  in  the  banking 
business  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  through- 
out the  Dominion. 

Boards  of  Trade  Conference. 

In  connection  with  any  review  of  the 
general  business  situation  in  Canada  dur- 
ing the  past  month,  mention  should  be 
made  of  the  conference  of  over  one  hundred 
representatives  of  the  various  Boards  of 
Trade  throughout  the  Dominion,  held  in 
the  city  of  Toronto  on  June  4  and  5.  Al- 
though every  Canadian  Board  of  Trade  was 
not  directly  represented  at  the  meetings, 
many  which  did  not  send  delegates  pre- 
sented their  views  on  a  number  of  the 
topics  discussed  by  resolutions  forwarded 
to  and  read  at  the  conference.  The  result 
was  a  valuable  exchange  of  expert  and  local 
knowledge  on  the  subject  of  trade  condi- 
tions and  the  present  drift  of  commercial 
opinion  in  Canada.  Among  the  measures 
recommended  by  the  conference  may  be 
mentioned  the  following  :  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Canadian  fast  Atlantic  line,  and 
of  a  direct  steamship  line  between  Canada 
and  South  Africa;  the  appointment  of  offi- 
cial commercial  agents  to  represent  Canada 
in  the  chief  cities  of  the  new  and  old  world ; 
the  lowering  of  newspaper  postage  between 
Great  Britain  and  Canada  to  the  domestic 
rate  ;  the  establishment  of  a  Canadian 
depot  of  exhibition  in  London  ;  an  all-,' 
British  cable  service  around  the  world  ;  the  I 
abolition  of  the  British  embargo  on  Cana-jj 
dian  cattle,  and  preferential  trade  withi 
the  empire. 

The  Immigration   Movement. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  on  June  30x 
an  unofficial  estimate  places  the  number  oi 
immigrants  who  were  passed  into  the  T>o4 
minion  during  the  preceding  twelve  months 
in    the    neighbourhood    of    65,000.       Fo: 


July,  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


,1     B 


the  eleven  months  ending  May  31,  returns 
received  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
show  a  total  of  53,834  immigrants  entering 
the  country,  of  whom  14,209  were  from 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  21,377  from  the 
United  States,  and  18,248  from  the  coun- 
tries of  continental  Europe.  The  increased 
scale  on  which  immigration  into  Canada, 
has  been  conducted  during  the  present  sea- 
son has  been  alluded  to  in  the  May  and 
April  issues  of  the  Gazette.  It  will  be  still 
more  plainly  understood  when  it  is  pointed 
out  that  the  returns  for  the  entire  twelve 
months  of  the  year  1900-01  were  4,685  less 
than  for  the  first  eleven  months  of  the  pre- 
sent season,  being  only  49,149  immigrants 
in  all,  to  which  total  Great  Britain  contri- 
buted 11,810  or  2,399  less,  the  United 
States  17,987  or  3,390  less,  continental 
Europe  19,352  or  only  1,104  more.  The 
season  of  1900-01  also,  it  should  be  re- 
marked, showed  an  improvement  almost  as 
great  proportionately  over  that  of  1889- 
1900. 

Entries  for  free  lands  in  Manitoba  and 
the  North-west  Territories  are  very  largely 
in  excess  of  last  year,  the  eleven  months  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  showing  a  record  of 
over  11,000,  while  those  of  the  whole  sea- 
son of  1900-01  amounted  only  to  8,167. 

A  notable  feature  of  the  past  month  in 
the  movement  has  been  the  number  of  farm 
hands  from  Great  Britain  arriving  in  Can- 
ada. Of  these,  Ontario  absorbed  a  large 
proportion,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour- 
ers of  this  class  already  mentioned  as 
a  consequence  of  the  movement  of 
agricultural  labour  from  the  older  provin- 
ces into  the  west.  Returns  from  Canadian 
immigration  agencies  situated  in  Great 
Britain  state  also  that  at  least  2,000  addi- 
tional men  of  this  class  are  available  as 
immigrants  if  places  in  Canada  can  be  as- 
sured for  them. 

Colonization  in  Ontario  and  Quebec. 

The  eastern  townships  of  Quebec  also 
received  during  the  month  of  June  a 
number  of  new  settlers,  chiefly  from  Eng- 
land, of  a  very  desirable  quality.  Several 
other  portions  of  the  province  benefited  in 


this  respect  as  well,  215  new  settlers  hav- 
ing taken  up  lands  in  the  new  areas  of  the 
province  between  April  30  and  May  31 
alone.  During  June,  also,  the  Quebec  Pro- 
vincial Government  decided  on  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  new  Colonization  Commis- 
sion under  the  Act  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  authorizing  the  or- 
ganization  of  a  commission  to  assist  in  the 
advancement  of  colonization  interests  and 
in  the  development  of  forest  industries. 

Other  features  of  the  month  in  the  col- 
onization movement  have  been  the  con- 
tinued influx  of  settlers  into  the  Lake 
Temiscaming  district,  Ontario,  where  every 
available  lot  is  now  reported  taken  up,  the 
building  of  roads  for  the  further  opening 
up  of  the  district  being  urgently  needed  ; 
and  the  movement  looking  to  the  settlement 
of  the  Buckley  Valley  in  British  Columbia, 
which  is  reported  as  fertile  and  well 
watered,  and  especially  well  adapted  to 
stock-raising.  The  high  rate  of  transporta- 
tion into  the  latter  district,  however,  is  as 
yet  a  considerable  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
its  development,  though  exploration  parties 
are  at  present  locating  a  wagon  road  and 
the  whole  matter  of  the  exploitation  of  the 
valley  is  being  made  the  subject  of  official 
investigation. 

Conditions  in  British  Columbia. 

In  British  Columbia  there  have  been  no 
important  changes  in  the  labour  and  in- 
dustrial situation  during  the  month.  The 
lumbering  industry,  as  already  pointed  out, 
lms  been  in  an  exceptionally  prosperous 
condition.  In  mining  dulness  still  pre- 
vails. 

The  jury  on  the  inquest  held  to  determine 
the  cause  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal 
Company  at  Fernie,  returned  the  following 
verdict  : — 

'  We  find  the  initial  cause  of  the  explosion, 
being  at  a  point  in  No.  2  mine  not  clearly  de- 
fined, and  that  said  initial  cause  extended 
from  the  said  undefined  point  throughout 
the  greater  portion  of  No.  2  and  No.  3  mines. 
Coal  dust  was  the  conveying  medium,  and  we 
find  in  consequence  that  the  inadequate  me- 
thod of  watering  and  removing  the  dust  left 
the  mine  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  dan- 
gerous and  thereby  provided  a  medium  where- 
by the  cause  was  augmented  and  intensified. 

*  We  recommend  the  Government  to  take  such 
steps  to  enforce   the  immediate  installation  of 
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ihe  most  approved  system  of  watering  for  al- 
laying dust  in  coal  mines,  and  that  a  more 
thorough  inspection  be  adopted  at  these  mines, 
throughout  the  old  workings  and  rooms  conti- 
guous to  the  air  channel  that  are  not  being 
worked  ;  and  finally  that  the  safety  explosive 
and  most  approved  safety  lamps  be  hereafter 
used.' 

During  the  month  a  disastrous  fire  at 
Michel,  also  on  the  property  of  the  Crow's 
Xest  Pass  Coal  Company,  caused  great 
distress,  24  miners'  houses  being  destroyed. 

On  June  11,  the  Provincial  Legislature 
passed  a  resolution  protesting  against  the 
alleged  intention  of  the  government  of  the 
United  States  to  give  authority  to  kill  all 
male  and  female  seals,  with  the  exception 
of  10,000  females  and  1,000  males,  in  the 
event  of  a  modus  operandi  prohibiting  the 
killing  of  seals  not  being  arrived  at  on  the 
opening  of  the  pelagic  season  of  the  pres- 
ent year. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

During  the  month,  important  improve- 
ments to  the  channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence 
were  carried  out. 

Between  500  and  600  tons  of  steel  rails 
were  being  manufactured  daily  at  Sault 
Ste.  Marie. 

An  eastern  townships  branch  of  the 
Canadian  Mining  Institute  was  organized 
at  Sherbrooke,  Que. 


Final  arrangements  in  the  matter  of  the 
amalgamation  of  the  Dominion  Iron  and 
Steel  and  Dominion  Coal  Companies  were 
effected. 

The  price  of  coal,  owing  to  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  strike  of  anthracite  coal 
miners  in  Pennsylvania,  advanced  at  several 
points  in  the  Dominion. 

There  was  a  marked  decrease  in  Mont- 
real in  the  number  of  small  stores  open  on 
Sunday.  The  Sunday  selling  by-law  in 
that  city  was  amended. 

The  general  committee  of  the  Order  of 
Railway  Telegraphers  of  the  C.P.R.  de- 
cided that  the  Chairman  in  future  should 
devote  his  whole  time  to  the  business  of 
the  order,  and  be  paid  an  annual  salary. 

The  ability  of  Canada  to  furnish  home 
capital  for  large  investments  was  shown 
by  the  oversubscription  of  the  bond  and 
preferred  stock  issue  of  the  Ogilvie  Milling 
Company  at  a  time  when  there  were  many 
demands  on  the  investing  public. 

The  city  council  of  Ottawa  approved  of 
a  resolution  to  make  application  to  the 
Provincial  Legislature  at  its  next  session 
for  permission  to  operate  an  electrical  rail- 
way in  the  city,  or  to  acquire  the  property 
of  the  present  railway  after  its  franchise 
terminates. 


II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S".,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Sfiiith,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  past  month  has  exceeded  in  general 
activity  the  previous  month,  and,  for 
the  season,  has  been  an  exceptionally 
busy  one,  in  some  cases  the  supply 
of  labour  being  unequal  to  the  de- 
mand. Work  on  the  new  custom- 
house and  on  Imperial  constructions  has 
added  to  the  activity  of  the  building  trades, 
though  a  slight  relaxation  in  ocean  traffic 
is  evidenced.  One  failure  of  a  retail  dry 
goods  establishment  was  reported  during 
the  month.  The  labour  market  is  free 
from  unrest,  and  indications  for  the    con- 


tinuance of  this  condition  are  favourable. 
A  notice  of  motion  introduced  at  a  recent 
meeting  of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council, 
requiring  all  trades  unions  in  affiliation  to 
receive  the  sanction  of  the  council  before 
entering  into  a  strike  will  have,  if  passed, 
a  tendency  to  lessen  the  number  of  dis- 
turbances in  the  labour  field.  The  coal 
workers,  who  had  been  reduced  from  3C 
cents  to  25  cents  per  hour,  are  now  receiv- 
ing the  original  rate  of  30  cents  an  hour. 

The  mackerel  season,  contrary  to  expe( 
tations,  has  been  a  failure. 

The  cabinet-malting  and  upholsterini 
trades  continue  to  give  promise  of  a  peria 
of  renewed  activity. 
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Conditions  are  at  their  best  in  the 
building  trades  ;  for  carpenters  the  demand 
is  in  excess  of  the  supply. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  report  business 
only  fair. 

Painters  are  very  busy. 

Plumbers  and  gas  and  steamfitters  are 
fairly  well  employed. 

Stonecutters  and  builders'  labourers  re- 
port plenty  of  work. 

Moulders  are  busy. 

Coremakers,  machinists,  steam  engineers, 
electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  fairly 
busy. 

Metal  workers  report  favourable  condi- 
tions, and  the  wood-working  and  furnish- 
ing trades  are  generally  busy. 

Among  printers  and  pressmen  conditions 
are  better  than  during  May. 

Delivery  employees,  hotel,  restaurant  and 
theatre  employees  and  laundry  workers,  &c, 
are  busy. 

Railway  men  report  the  usual  summer  ac- 
tivity. 

Ship  labourers,  longshoremen,  street  rail- 
way employees,  cab  drivers,  carters  and 
draymen,  &c,  have  had  a  fairly  good  month. 

District  Notes. 

Sydney. — All  branches  of  labour  are 
busy.     The  printing  trade  is  very  active. 

Springhill. — A  strike  of  miners,  on  ac- 
count of  a  reduction  in  the  scale  of  pay 
was  amicably  settled. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing June  was  fully  as  favourable  as  in 
May,  the  demand  being  slightly  in  excess 
of  the  supply.  Industrial  activity  was  in- 
creased by  the  addition  of  a  starch  factory 
in  Charlottetown.  There  was  also  excep- 
tional activity  in  the  building  trades,  parti- 
cularly in  the  country,  where  the  farmers 
have  made  extensive  improvements  to  their 


dwellings  and  barns.  In  the  city  a  num- 
ber of  woodworkers  have  been  employed 
overtime.  Commercial  activity  was  great- 
er in  June  than  in  May.  There  was  an  in- 
creased export  and  import  trade, „  the  large 
shipment  of  lobsters  from  the  province 
being  a  feature.  Banks  report  business 
good.  Unfavourable  weather  on  market 
days  during  June,  by  lessening  the  attend- 
ance of  people  from  the  country,  had  a  de- 
terrent effect  on  the  retail  trade  in  the  city. 
Towards  the  last  of  the  month  the  tourist 
trade  had  begun.  Wholesale  trade  in 
June  compared  favourably  with  that  in 
May.  No  changes  in  hours  or  rates  of 
wages  were  reported,  and  the  relations  be- 
tween employer  and  employee  were  un- 
disturbed throughout  the  month. 

Though  the  season  is  about  two  weeks 
behind  that  of  last  year,  the  crops,  with  the 
exception  of  hay,  promise  well.  The 
cheese  factories  are  now  well  under  way, 
but  the  yield  of  milk  so  far  does  not  come 
up  to  expectation,  owing  to  the  state  of 
the  pastures  on  account  of  the  cold 
weather.  The  success  of  the  fruit  growing 
industry  for  this  season  is  now  practically 
assured,  unless  extraordinary  conditions 
intervene.  Danger  from  frosts  is  over 
and  a  long  continued  drought  is  alone  to 
be  feared.  The  good  results  of  the  tour  of 
travelling  instructors  are  already  quite 
manifest  in  better  cultivated  orchards, 
cleaner  trees,  and  a  more  enthusiastic  in- 
terest in  the  work. 

Stormy  weather  has  interfered  with  the 
fisheries,  the  yield  being  less  in  June  than 
in  May,  especially  in  the  lobster  fishing. 
The  unprecedented  success  of  the  early 
season  will  ensure  against  loss  on  the 
whole. 

The  few  manufactures  in  the  province 
have  been  steadily  carried  on  without  di- 
minution in  the  output. 

There  are  no  mines  in  the  province,  but 
an  expert  is  now  at  work  boring  for  coal 
in  Prince  county. 

The  construction  of  the  Southern  Branch 
Railway,  the  straightening  of  curves  on 
the    main    line,    and    the   building   of   the 
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Hillsborough  Bridge,  involving  an  expendi- 
ture of  over  two  and  a  half  millions,  are 
being  vigorously  pushed,  and  give  employ- 
ment to  over  six  hundred  men.  There  is 
still  a  demand  for  masons  for  culvert  con- 
struction, and  good  labourers  need  not  go 
idle  if  they  choose  to  work  on  the  railway. 

Farm  labourers  have  not  received  as 
high  wages  in  years  though  the  demand 
was  greater  in  May,  during  the  cropping 
season,  than  it  has  been  in  June. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  busy,  but 
very  few  are  required  in  the  province. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  an  ex- 
ceptionally busy  month,  some  working  over- 
time. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  found  more  work 
in  June  than  in  May. 

Painters  have  had  more  outside  work  in 
June,  especially  throughout  the  city,  where 
improvements  on  dwellings  have  been  car- 
ried on  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual. 

Plumbers,  builders'  labourers  and  stone 
cutters  have  all  been  employed. 

Iron  moulders ,  iron  workers,  machinists 
and  engineers  have  been  kept  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

Owing  to  the  concentration  of  the  plants 
of  the  amalgamated  lighting  companies, 
linemen  have  been  especially  busy  this 
month  in  re-arranging  the  wires. 

Blacksmiths,  boilermakers  and  bicycle 
workers  report  a  good  month. 

Upholsterers  and  car  builders  have  been 
steadily  employed. 

Carriage  builders  have  been  busy,  espe- 
cially with  repairs. 

The  demand  for  printers  remains  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  supply. 

Bookbinders  have  had  an  exceptionally 
busy  month. 

Journeymen  tailors  and  garmenf  work- 
ers have  not  been  so  busy  as  in  the  past 
month  of  May. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  have  been  stead- 
ily employed. 


Bakers  and  butchers  report  no  change 
from  last  month. 

Tanners  and  curriers  have  been  busy. 

Barbers  have  found  June  a  better  month 
than  May. 

Clerks  have  found  steady  employment. 

Hdtel,  restaurant  and  theatre  employees 
have  been  fairly  busy. 

Steamboat  men,  ship  labourers  and  long- 
shoremen have  handled  an  increased  amount 
of  freight  during  the  month  of  June. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  have  been 
busy. 

The  macadamising  of  the  city  streets,  the 
laying  down  of  pavement  sidewalks,  the 
setting  out  of  trees  and  other  improvements 
have  given  considerable  employment  to  un- 
skilled labour. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coaies,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  continued 
active  during  the  month,  the  various  trades 
beingt  fairly  well  employed.  One  contractor 
advertised  for  ten  hod  men,  offering  $1.40 
per  day.  It  is  intended  to  add  another  story 
to  the  immigration  building  at  West  St. 
John,  work  on  which  will  be  commenced  at 
an  early  date.  Application  for  incorpora- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  Carleton  Foun- 
dry Company,  Limited,  with  a  capital  of 
$6,000.  The  new  company  will  acquire  and 
carry  on  the  business  now  conducted  by 
Haslam,  Irons  &  Co.  Great  activity  pre- 
vails in  commercial  circles,  the  bank 
clearings  for  the  four  weeks  ending  June 
26  being  $3,716,238,  while  those  of  the  cor- 
responding period  last  year  were  $3,118,324, 
an  increase  of  $597,914.  Business  also  con- 
tinues brisk  in  the  wholesale  and  retail 
trades.  On  June  2  the  shingle  sawyers  and 
bunchers  started  work  at  another  advance 
in  wages  to  $2  and  $1.80  respectively.  On 
June  10  the  Ship  Labourers'  Union  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  the  leading  shippers 
for  35  cents  an  hour,  an  advance  of  five 
cents. 
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Agriculturists  report  that  crops  are 
pretty  well  advanced  notwithstanding  the 
cool  weather. 

The  harbour  fishermen  had  good  success 
in  gaspereau  and  shad  catches.  The  sal- 
mon fishing  has  only  been  fair.  Reports 
from  Deer  Island  say  that  small  herring 
are  generally  scarce. 

The  lumbermen  have  been  successful  in 
getting  all  their  lumber  down  the  St.  John 
River,  and  the  stream  drivers  were  busy  in 
consequence. 

Work  on  the  I.C.R.  improvements  was 
suspended,  thus  throwing  a  large  number  of 
men  out  of  employment. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners  are  all  employed. 

Painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers 
continue  busy  with  fair  prospects. 

Builders*  labourers  were  in  demand. 

Iron  moulders  report  work  good,  al- 
though the  strike  begun  in  April,  1901,  still 
remains  unsettled. 

Bicycle  workers  are  kept  busy  making 
repairs. 

Horseshoers  say  that  work  is  plentiful. 
Several  firms  have  decided  to  grant  the 
Saturday  half  holiday  during  July  and 
August. 

Shingle  sawyers  and  bunchers  report 
work  very  brisk. 

The  printing  business  continues  good, 
pressmen  in  some  cases  working  overtime. 

Bookbinders,  journeymen  tailors,  cigar- 
makers,  railroad  trackmen,  freight  handlers, 
ship  labourers,  teamsters  and  expressmen 
are  all  well  employed. 

In  unskilled  labour,  business  has  been 
good,  and  men  scarce. 

District  Notes. 

Campbellton. — Fenderson's  shingle  and 
rotary  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire  June  9. 
Loss  about  $5,000. 

Fredericton. — It  is  expected  that  the 
Victoria  mills  will  commence  sawing  July 
1,  and  employ  upwards  of  100  hands. 


Gibson.— The  general  pay  roll  of  the 
Alexander  Gibson  Railway  and  Manufac- 
turing Company  for  the  four  weeks  ending 
May  24,  was  $47,400. 

Memramcook. — The  first  oil  well  was  shot 
on  June  20.  This  well  will  yield  from  20 
to  50  barrels  per  day,  and  the  oil  in  the  well 
on  June  20  was  150  feet  deep. 

Bed  Rapids. — On  June  11  the  large  saw 
mill  of  James  McNair,  situated  at  this 
place,  on  the  Tobique  River,  was  destroyed 
by  fire. 

Sackville. — An  attempt  was  made  to  set- 
tle the  strike  of  the  moulders.  The  em- 
ployer made  some  concessions  in  the  matter 
of  wages,  but  objected  to  two  demands  made 
by  the  men  that  he  should  dismiss  the  non- 
union hands,  mostly  boys,  and  convert  his 
foundry  into  a  union  shop.  The  strike  is 
still  unsettled. 

St.  George. — The  strike  of  the  granite 
cutters  ended  June  18,  their  demands  hav- 
ing been  acceded  to.  The  men  get  a  nine 
hour  day  and  ten  hours  pay,  and  five  cents 
per  foot  for  piece  workers,  which  is  equal 
to  a  raise  of  10  per  cent. 

QUEBEC,   QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  Ed.  Little  and  P.  J.  Jobin,  Cor- 
respondents, reports  as  follows  : — 

The  month  has  not,  on  the  whole,  been 
as  favourable  for  labour  as  May.  Ow- 
ing to  the  prevailing  cold  and  wet  weather 
there  has  been  much  lost  time,  .estimated  to 
amount,  for  branches  of  some  of  the 
trades,  to  one-third  of  the  month.  This  was 
partially  offset  by  the  opening  of  the  sum- 
mer tourist  season  and  the  annual  meetings 
of  a  number  of  associations  held  in  the  city. 
Among  the  latter  may  be  mentioned  the 
meeting  of  the  Canadian  Electrical  Asso- 
ciation, of  the  Medical  Congress  of  French- 
speaking  physicians  of  North  America,  the 
festival  of  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Day  and  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  Laval  University. 
Hotelkeepers,  boarding-house  keepers,  cab- 
men, carters,  &c,  were  particularly  bene- 
fited. Another  feature  of  the  month  has 
been  the  large  amount  of  pulp  wood  ex- 
ported from  this  port. 
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The  builders'  labourers,  to  the  number  of 
450,  went  out  on  strike  on  the  16th  for  an 
increase  in  pay  from  $1.25  to  $1.50  per  day. 
Some  of  the  strikers  paraded  the  streets, 
stopped  work  in  course  of  construction  and 
assaulted  a  contractor.  Seven  arrested  on 
the  last  charge  were  brought  before  the 
police  court  and  discharged  on  suspended 
sentence.  After  four  days  the  men  re- 
turned to  work  without  gaining  their  de- 
mands. 

The  dispute  between  the  ship  labourers 
and  the  Leyland  Line,  with  regard  to  the 
scale^of  wages  to  be  paid  for  loading  the 
company's  vessels,  has  been  an  important 
feature  of  the  month  in  labour  circles. 
A  special  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  held  on  the  27th  instant  to 
consider  the  difficulty,  and  correspondence 
has  passed  between  the  ship  labourers,  the 
mayor,  and  the  Great  Northern  Railway 
Company  with  regard  to  this  matter.  The 
trade  has  had  a  very  poor  month. 

Crops  throughout  the  district  are  re- 
ported in  a  backward  condition,  owing  to 
the  unfavourable  weather.  Saw  mills  are 
now  in  full  operation,  and  the  cut  is  ex- 
pected to  equal  that  of  last  year. 

In  the  building  trades,  bricklayers, 
masons,  stonecutters  and  builders'  labourers 
suffered  from  unfavourable  weather.  Lath- 
ers, plasterers,  painters  and  plumbers  and 
joiners,  however,  were  well  employed. 

In  the  metal  working  trades,  moulders, 
iron  workers  and  machinists  were  busy. 

Riveters,  caulkers  and  iron  shipbuilders 
and  boilermakers  were  also  well  employed. 

Linemen  report  plenty  of  work. 

Printers  and  pressmen  are  well  employed. 

In  the  clothing  trades  work  has  been 
plentiful. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  and  tanners  and 
curriers  report  conditions  dull  with  several 
men  idle. 

Barbers  report  active  conditions. 

In  railroading  the  month  has  been  a 
busy  one,  and  large  months  have  been 
worked  by -many  of  the  men. 


A  branch  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Marine  Engineers  was  organized 
during  the  month. 

Work  in  connection  with  the  new  con- 
veyor from  the  Great  Northern  elevator  at 
Point  a  Carcey  was  unexpectedly  stopped 
on  the  13th  of  the  month  and  the  men  dis- 
charged. Work,  however,  was  again  re- 
sumed on  June  30. 

The  brickyard  at  Stadacona  installed  four 
new  machines  during  the  month,  and  ha3 
now  a  daily  capacity  of  100,000  bricks. 

The  Dominion  Government  has  awarded 
the  contract  for  repairing  the  Levis  forts, 
which  will  give  employment  to  a  number  of 
masons. 

SHERBROOKE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

During  the  month  of  June  the  general 
condition  of  the  labour  market  in  this  city 
and  district  has  remained  about  the  same 
as  during  May.  Activity  continues  in  all 
branches  of  industry,  particularly  in  the 
building  and  allied  trades.  The  wet 
weather  has  retarded  operations  somewhat, 
but  the  time  thus  lost  by  builders  has  given 
woodworkers,  and  others,  an  opportunity  to 
catch  up  so  that  the  trades,  on  the  whole, 
keep  good,  and  many  large  contracts  are 
being  carried  out.  Bricklayers  will  be  conti- 
nuously employed  until  well  into  the  season, 
judging  by  the  amount  of  work  ahead. 
During  the  month  the  only  unrest  report- 
ed in  labour  circles  was  at  the  brick  works 
at  Ascot  Corner,  where  a  number  of  the 
labourers  demanded  an  increase  of  pay. 
The  employers  refused  and  the  men  quit 
work  only  to  remain  out  for  a  few  hours, 
when  they  went  back  at  the  same  rate. 
General  prosperity  prevails  among  all 
classes  of  citizens. 

The  continued  wet  weather  has  kept 
crops  in  a  very  backward  state,  and  farmers 
say  that  unless  conditions  in  this  respect 
soon  improve  there  will  be  a  considerable 
shortage  in  all  kinds  of  farm  produce,  with 
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the  exception  of  hay,  of  which  there  is  a 
large  crop,  though  difficulty  is  being  ex- 
perienced in  curing  it.  Last  year's  hay  is 
bringing  a  good  price.  There  is  a  good 
demand  for  farm  labourers  in  this  section, 
many  farmers  advocating  that  the  atten- 
tion of  immigrants  should  be  directed  to- 
wards the  fertile  lands  of  the  Eastern 
Townships.  A  farmer  in  Cookshire 
brought  several  farm  labourers  with  their 
families  from  Scotland  a  few  weeks  ago. 
As  many  of  the  farms  in  this  section  are 
dairy  farms,  employment  should  be  conti- 
nuous the  year  round. 

While  the  wet  weather  has  been  a  great 
inconvenience  to  farmers,  it  has  relieved 
many  of  the  lumbermen  who  had  their 
logs  hung  up  in  the  smaller  streams  for 
want  of  water.  The  rivers  have  been 
swollen  by  the  rain  and  the  somewhat  un- 
usual sight  of  large  '  drives '  of  logs  in 
the  early  part  of  June  was  witnessed  here. 

The  various  manufacturing  industries 
report  plenty  of  work,  with  a  full  com- 
plement of  employees. 

The  mining  industry  in  this  section  re- 
ports favourable  conditions.  At  a  recent 
meeting  of  mining  men,  an  Eastern  Town- 
ships' Mining  Association  was  formed,  and 
a  deputation  was  appointed  to  wait  upon 
the  government  to  obtain  aid  to  build  a 
smelter  in  Sherbrooke  to  treat  the  copper 
ore  of  the  townships.  There  are  fifteen 
copper  mines  within  a  comparatively  short 
distance  of  this  centre. 

Bricklayers  are  still  very  busy,  both  in 
the  city  and  in  the  district.  A  large  hotel 
has  just  been  completed,  and  brick  addi- 
tions have  been  begun  on  two  others.  The 
city  council  is  having  plans  prepared  for 
a  new  city  hall  and  library  at  an  estimated 
cost  of  $51,000. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  in  good  de- 
mand for  house  work. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have  enough 
work  to  keep  them  well  employed. 

While  the  paper-hanging  trade  is  gen- 
erally more  active  in  the  spring  there  is 
still  a  demand  for  good  men. 


Painters,  in  addition  to  work  on  new 
buildings,  have  been  greatly  in  demand  for 
job  work  on  dwelling  houses  and  business 
premises. 

Plumbers  are  all  at  work. 

Builders'  labourers  are  in  good  demand. 

Iron  moulders,  machinists  and  electrical 
workers  are  kept  busy. 

The  printing  trade  is  fairly  busy,  with 
a  prospect  of  increased  activity. 

The  unseasonable  weather  has  affected 
the  tailoring  trade,  and  the  orders  for  sum- 
mer garments  are  somewhat  slow  in  coming 
in. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  report  business 
very  good. 

The  unskilled  labour  market  is  excep- 
tionally active,  and  men  are  in  demand  for 
all  kinds  of  outdoor  work. 

THEEE  KIVEKS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  during 
May.  The  continuous  rain  had  the  effect 
of  stopping  work  in  the  building  trades, 
and  bricklayers  had  to  delay  the  execution 
of  numerous  orders.  Several  houses  and 
stores,  however,  are  in  course  of  con- 
struction, and  the  Seminary  is  building  a 
chapel  which  will  cost  from  $40,000  to 
$50,000.  The  C.P.K.  Co.  has  completed 
the  filling  of  their  wharf.  Construction 
on  a  new  wharf,  necessitated  by  the  in- 
creasing traffic  of  the  port,  will  begin 
shortly. 

The  employees  on  the  new  elevator  of 
the  Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Company 
went  on  strike  for  a  weekly  instead  of 
semi-monthly  payment  of  wages.  The 
difficulty  was  settled  at  once,  the  men 
being  out  only  half  a  day.  Engineers  are 
at  work  installing  the  machinery. 

Glovemakers  are  very  busy  and  com- 
mand good  wages. 
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Cigarmahers  are  all  employed. 

Printers,  machinists  and  bakers  are  so 
busy  that  they  have  had  to  refuse  or  post- 
pone orders. 

Tailors  are  very  busy,  some  of  them 
having  to  work  overtime  to  fill  their  or- 
ders. 

Business  in  general  is  very  satisfactory, 
especially  in  coal  and  wood. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

Labour  conditions  have  been  very  favour- 
able since  the  opening  of  the  month.  The 
curing  room  which  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  is  building  is  well  advanced. 
The  most  active  industries  at  present  are 
the  sash  and  door  factories  and  the  organ 
factory.  No  changes  have  occurred  in  the 
hours  of  labour  nor  in  the  rates  of  wages. 

Plumbers  and  gasfitters  have  been  well 
employed  during  the  month. 

There  has  been  much  work  in  the  foun- 
dries for  iron  workers  and  helpers. 

Machinists  are  working  ten  hours  a  day. 

In  the  wood-working  and  furnishing 
trades  employees  are  kept  very  busy. 

Journeymen  tailors  were  very  busy  dur- 
ing the  month. 

There  is  only  one  boot  and  shoe  factory 
in  operation,  but  work  in  it  has  been  very 
plentiful. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  are  very  busy. 

Barbers  are  doing  a  good  business. 

MONTREAL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  Joseph  Ainey  and  J.  S.  Fitz- 
patrick,  Correspondents,  report  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  remain 
with  little  change  from  last  month,  and  are 
generally  favourable,  a  scarcity  of  workmen 
being  reported  in  several  industries.  Fac- 
tories are  running  full  time,  and  in  many 


instances  cannot  keep  up  with  orders. 
There  is  exceptional  activity  among  shirt- 
makers  and  railway  men.  A  new  com- 
pany, the  Locomotive  Machine  Company,  of 
Montreal,  was  incorporated  for  the  manu- 
facture of  engines,  &c.  Business  has  been 
fair  during  the  month. 

After  several  weeks'  negotiations  iron 
moulders  have  obtained  an  increase  in 
wages  amounting  to  25  cents  a  day.  This 
will  make  their  earnings  amount  to  $2.40 
per  day  after  July  1. 

Longshoremen  have  been  very  busy  at  low 
wages. 

The  printing,  clothing,  boot  and  shoe 
manufacture  and  leather-cutting  trades 
have  been  active. 

Cigarmakers  are  busy. 

Blacksmiths  report  plenty  of  work  and 
wages  satisfactory. 

Furriers  are  very  busy. 

Freight  handlers  are  very  busy. 

Metal  workers,  boilermakers  and  wood- 
workers are  all  well  employed.  All 
branches  of  the  building  trades  are  busy, 
especially  bricklayers,  carpenters  and  join- 
ers. Good  carpenters  are  constantly  in  de- 
mand. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  P.  Laferriere,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Unskilled  labour  conditions  in  this  dis- 
trict are  still  dull,  the  expected  corporation 
works  not  being  started  yet.  Better  condi- 
tions prevail,  however,  in  the  cheese-making 
and  mining  industries,  but  the  outlook  for 
July,  especially  in  the  building  trades,  is 
not  encouraging.  Special  activity  is  evi- 
denced throughout  the  district  in  the  saw 
mills.  The  Ritchie  Brothers  Co..  which  is 
sawing  for  the  Hull  Lumber  Co.,  is  em- 
ploying two  squads  of  men  on  day  and 
night  work.  The  Owens  saw  mills  at  Mon- 
tebello  are  running  to  full  capacity,  paying 
an  average  of  $1.25  per  day  for  11  hours'! 
work.  The  Hull  mills  pay  between  $1.35 
and  $1.50  for  10  hours'  work. 
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No  strikes  or  lockouts  have  taken  place  The  lack  of  warmth  has  retarded  growth, 

in  this  district  during  June.  though    with    favourable    weather   during 

The  month's  rain  did  not  materially  af-  July  and  August  a  big  yield  may  be  ex- 

fect   the   crops.     Fruits    and    forage    are  pected. 
abundant.  Lumbering    operations    are    active,    and 

The  continuous  rains  have  greatly  helped  there  is  a  market  awaiting  every  piece  of 

the  lumbering  industry.  lumber  piled  in  the  yards.     A  great  many 

Good  prospects  are  held    out    for    mica  river  men  have  arrived  with  the  drives  and 

^  •    •   _  rafts,  and  will,  according  to  custom,  spend 
mm  nig  • 

m  .  -      Al_    ,    jt      ^,     ,  a  month  off  work  before  returning  to  the 

lne  causes,  m  part,  ior  the  bad  outlook  , 

in  the  building  trades  are  the  cessation  of 

work  on  the  large  building  of  the  Ottawa         The  ouilding  trades  report  steady  work 

and  Hull  Water  and  Power  Co.,  and  the  except     for     delays     occasioned    by    rain, 

absence  of  work  in  the  shipyards,  the  fleet  while  there   are  few  big  buildings   going 

having  no  more  repairs  to  be  made.    There  UP>  there  is  an  unsually  large  number  of 

is  also  a  lack  of  general  construction  work  private   dwellings  being  erected  and  work 

in  the  city.    A  good  many  masons  are  idle  *s  plentiful. 

or  are  working  only  half  time.  Several  conferences  were  held  between 
The  government  gave  employment  to  a  committees  from  the  master  plumbers  and 
few  ship-builders  on  Lake  Temiscaming,  the  plumbers  union,  on  the  subject  of  the 
where  a  dredge  is  being  constructed.  A  few  wage  scale,  but  a  basis  of  agreement  was 
more  are  working  on  the  construction  of  not  reached  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
three  50-foot  steamboats  at  Mechanicsville.  Tne  iron  moulders  successfully  conduct- 
Some  275  men  are  still  employed  at  ex-  ed  negotiations  for  increased  pay.  In 
cavating  and  setting  machinery  in  the  common  with  stove  plate  moulders  all 
Ottawa  and  Hull  Water  and  Power  Co.,  over  the  country  this  branch  of  the  trade 
which  intends  undertaking  further  water  was  advanced  to  $2.40  a  day. 
power  improvements  when  these  are  com-  The  machinery  and  jobbing  moulders 
pleted  two  months  hence.  The  projected  asked  for  a  uniform  minimum  wage  of 
work  will  last  two  years.  $2.25  a  day.  The  wages  at  present  aver- 
age from  $1.70  to  $2  a  day.  After  several 
OTTAWA,     ONT.,     AND     DISTRICT,  conferences    a    compromise    was    effected, 

__      _     _     _       _       _  whereby  the  men  receive  an  increase  of  10 

Mr.    1.    W.    Quayle,    Correspondent,   re-  j>  t  ^     -,    -,™~>  j  xi 

*  per  cent  from  July  1,  1902  ;  and  the  re- 
quest for  $2.25  a  day  will  be  granted  on 

There  was  a  good  demand  for  men  in  all  January  1    1903. 

departments  of  industry  during  June  and         rr  „,  £   .,      ,     ,.        ,  3 

.   f  ...  !«,,  I  wo  or  three  of   the  leading  dry  goods 

it  has  been  a  fairly  prosperous  month.    The  n     .        j     .        T  ,  ,    A 

•    r  ,i      •         •       ,  stores  are  closing  during  July  and  August 
excessive     rainfall     interfered     somewhat  0         j         _cx  i    ,.    ^ 

.  ,    ,    .-,-,.  ,.  _,     ,  on  baturday  afternoons,  but    there    is    no 

with  building  operations.      Factories  have  .  ,.  »  ,  . 

,         ,  ,    ,  ,  „  T  immediate   prospects  of  a  general  move  m 

been  busy  and  the  general  tone  oi  business  x1_.     ,.       .. 

i  j-      x-  j      T.r      i      ±  tnls  direction, 

in  almost  every  direction  good.     Merchants 

report    a   fairly   good   trade    although    the        Tne    Musicians'    Protective    Association 

unseasonable  weather  told  against  the  sale  nas  now  sixty-five  members,  embracing  mu- 

of    summer    goods.        Many    demands    for  sicians  of  all  classes,  including  brass   band 

more  favourable  wage  scales  were  present-  Payers,  violin  players,  piano  tuners,  music 

ed  during  the  month.  teachers,  &c. 

The  rainfall  did  little  damage  to  crops,         Tailors  unions  were  organized  at  Peter- 
in  this  district,  but  farmers  and  gardeners  borough,  Pembroke    and    Cornwall    during 

complain   of   the   continued   cool   weather,  the  month. 
3i 
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KINGSTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  Kelly,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

General  conditions  in  the  labour  market 
were  very  satisfactory  during  June.  There 
was  abundance  of  employment  in  connec- 
tion with  the  building  trades,  many  con- 
tractors being  unable  to  get  sufficient  help 
to  carry  on  their  work.  Some  trades,  no- 
ticeably, the  painters,  report  the  busiest  sea- 
son in  years.  Local  contractors  have  re- 
cently been  awarded  the  contract  for  re- 
pairing St.  Mary's  Cathedral,  which  will 
include  the  building  of  new  buttresses, 
small  towers  and  other  general  repairs. 
The  contract  is  a  large  one  and  will  not 
be  finished  until  October  of  next  year.  Re- 
cently, also,  an  option,  for  sixty  days  at 
$9,000,  was  given  to  a  local  representative 
of  an  outside  syndicate,  on  the  smelter  site. 
The  proposal  is  to  inaugurate  an  industry 
costing  at  least  $250,000,  and  to  employ  at 
the  outset  not  less  than  150  men.  The 
transportation  and  banking  business  has 
been  satisfactory.  There  have  been  no 
changes  in  rates  of  wages  or  hours  of  labour 
during  the  month,  and  no  new  strikes  or 
lockouts. 

The  machinists  are  still  on  strike.  Many 
have  left  the  city  and  others  are  preparing 
to  do  so.  One  or  two  men  from  outside 
points  have  been  given  employment. 

Agricultural  conditions  are  backward 
owing  to  continuous  cold  and  wet  weather. 

Fishing,  lumbering  and  mining  are  fairly 
active,  and  manufacturing  conditions  are 
extremely  good. 

A  large  trade  is  carried  on  here  in  the 
collection  and  shipping  of  scrap  iron,  junk, 
old  rubbers,  &c. 

Recently  the  Clarified  Milk  Company 
manufactured  2,500  lbs.  of  butter  in  a  week, 
and  reports  an  increased  demand  for  other 
products. 


Woodworkers  are  especially  busy  and  re- 
port good  conditions. 

Car  builders  have  been  working  overtime 
and  at  nights. 

The  printing  trades  report  good  business. 

The  clothing  trade  is  active. 

Bakers,  confectioners,  &c,  report  only 
fair  business,'  owing  to  cold  weather. 

Cigarmakers  are  doing  a  good  business. 

The  leather  workers  are  somewhat  slack, 
and  a  few  men  have  been  laid  off. 

The  transport  business  is  extremely  ac- 
tive. 

Unskilled  labour  is  fully  employed. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing June  has  been  very  satisfactory.  The 
month  shows  a  decided  improvement  over 
the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  and 
idle  men  who  are  willing  to  work  are  not  to 
be  found.  There  has  been  a  steady  demand 
for  all  kinds  of  workmen,  especially  in  the 
building  trades,  and  contractors  complain 
of  not  being  able  to  secure  men.  Carpen- 
ters, stonemasons,  stonecutters  and  brick- 
layers have  had  a  good  month  with  good 
prospects  ahead.  Tenders  are  being  asked 
for  in  connection  with  a  new  wing  for  Al- 
bert College,  the  work  to  be  done  this  sea- 
son. A  new  vault  building  is  also  being 
erected  in  connection  with  the"  county  build- 
ings, and  a  number  of  new  residences  are 
being  projected.  Banks  report  a  good 
month.  There  have  been  large  shipments 
of  cheese,  butter  and  eggs  from  this  locality 
to  the  English  market.  Merchants  also 
report  business  for  the  month  very  satis- 
factory, with,  in  some  instances,  25  per 
cent  increase  in  sales  over  the  correspond- 
ing month  of  last  year. 

Fishing  in  the  Bay  of  Quinte  districts  is 
good  at  present,  and  large    quantities    of 
pike,  bullheads    and    other  rough    fish    are. 
being  shipped  to  Buffalo  every  week. 
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Lumbering  in  this  section  is  active  at 
present.  Rafts  of  timber  are  being  sent  to 
Quebec,  and  logs  are  being  made  up  here  in 
booms  and  towed  to  Deseronto  and  Tren- 
ton. Over  a  hundred  men  are  employed  in 
this  work  at  present. 

The  local  manufacturing  plants  are  busy 
The  Belleville  Loch  Co.  has  found  it  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  its  factory  in  order  to  fill 
orders. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  all  the  work 
they  can  attend  to. 

Carpenters  report  the  month  better  than 
any,  either  of  this  or  of  last  season. 

Painters  and  decorators  report  a  busy 
month. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  report  a  good 
month. 

Plumbers  are  very  busy  this  month. 

Stonecutters  have  plenty  of  work,  con- 
tractors reporting  a  scarcity  of  men. 

Builders'  labourers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Iron  moulders  report  a  good  month. 

The  machine  shops  have  plenty  of  work 
on  hand. 

In  the  printing  trade  the  month  has  been 
a  fairly  good  one. 

Tailors  report  business  good  for  this  past 
month. 

Butchers  report  business  inclined  to  be 
dull,  the  price  of  cattle  being  very  high. 

The  cigar  factory  has  been  busy  for  the 
past  month,  and  has  plenty  of  orders  on 
hand. 

Barbers  report  a  good  month. 

Owing  to  the  strike  in  the  American 
coal  fields,  the  dochmen  report  a  poor 
month. 

TORONTO,     ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

June,  like  May,  has  been  characterized 
in  labour  circles  %y  numerous  strikes  and 
disputes  between  employees  and  employed, 


which  have  seriously  affected  the  steadiness 
of  employment  in  many  lines.  Except  for 
the  disturbance  of  conditions  arising  from 
this  cause  the  general  state  of  the  labour 
market  is  excellent  and  nearly  all  classes 
of  labour  are  in  active  demand.  There  is  in 
fact  a  scarcity  of  skilled  labour  in  some 
lines,  and  business  conditions  are  favour- 
able to  a  continued  demand  for  labour  in 
the  leading  lines  of  production.  The* 
housing  problem  is  still  a  serious  one,  and. 
the  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  steadilyj 
increasing  population  of  the  city  continues 
to  give  an  impetus  to  the  building  trade. 
Railroad  and  water  traffic  is  very  brisk, 
except  in  those  departments  affected  by 
the  coal  strike  in  the  United  States. 

Bricklayers,  carpenters,  lathers,  plaster- 
ers, builders,  labourers,  and  others  engaged 
in  the  building  trades,  are  having  a  busy 
season,  though  outdoor  work  has  latterly 
been  somewhat  interfered  with  by  the  wet 
weather.  The  prospects  are  that  building 
will  continue  active  as  long  as  the  weather 
will  permit,  as  was  the  case  last  year. 

The  strike  of  the  plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  is  still  unsettled  and  there  is 
consequently  little  doing  in  connection 
with  these  trades.  The  men  ask  an  in- 
crease from  27£  to  37£  per  hour. 

Painters  and  decorators  employed  in 
connection  with  building  contracts  find 
plenty  of  work,  but,  outside  of  what  is  doing 
on  new  buildings,  the  trade  is  somewhat 
slack  as  is  usual  at  this  season. 

The  metal  trades  are  prosperous. 
Moulders  are  well  employed. 

The  machinists  have  for  some  time  been 
urging  an  increase  of  wages.  The  present 
minimum  scale  is  20  cents  per  hour  for  a 
ten-hour  day,  and  the  average  wages  paid 
is  about  22  cents  per  hour.  The  men  de- 
mand an  increase  of  15  per  cent  all  round 
which  has  so  far  been  generally  refused  on 
the  ground  that  the  employers  at  other 
points  are  paying  lower  wages.  There  are 
about  500  machinists  concerned.  A  board 
of  conciliation,  comprising  three  employers 
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and  three  members  of  the  union  is  trying 
to  effect  a  settlement. 

Blacksmiths  are  practically  all  employed 
and  the  shops  are  very  busy. 

Boilermakers  report  work  plentiful  and 
men  in  demand. 

Iron  workers  have  found  abundance  of 
employment  since  the  settlement  of  the 
strike  and  the  adoption  of  the  new  scale  of 
25-27J  cents  per  hour. 

The  sheet  metal  workers,  whose  agree- 
ment with  their  employers  terminates  on 
July  3,  have  been  agitating  for  an  increase 
in  wages.  Their  present  agreement  calls 
for  a  minimum  wage  of  22£  cents  per  hour. 
The  men  asked  for  a  flat  rate  of  30  cents. 
This  was  refused,  but  the  employers  sub- 
mitted an  offer  of  an  advance  all  round 
on  the  present  scale  of  2£  cents  per  hour, 
making  25  cents  per  hour  the  minimum. 
Men  now  receiving  25  cents  and  27£  cents 
will  get  27J  cents  and  30  cents  respectively. 
On  the  30th,  the  men  agreed  to  accept  this 
proposal. 

Many  of  the  electrical  workers  are  still 
out  on  strike,  but  a  number  of  the  em- 
ployers have  conceded  the  terms  asked. 

The  wood-working  trades  are  generally 
prosperous.  Out  of  the  five  branches  affi- 
liated with  the  wood-workers'  council  only 
two  men  are  reported  out  of  work. 

Wood-working  machinists  report  trade 
about  as  usual  for  the  season. 

Piano-makers  find  conditions  fair.  Many 
of  the  men  are  temporarily  laid  off  for  a 
short  time  on  account  of  establishments 
being  closed  for  stock-taking. 

Cabinet-makers  are  all  at  work  and  the 
trade  in  fair  condition. 

The  carriage  and  wagon-makers  have  se- 
cured their  demands  and  gone  back  to 
work,  except  in  a  few  instances. 

Printers  have,  about  the  average  amount 
of  work  for  this  season. 

Electrotypers  and  stereotypers  report 
trade  active  and  all  their  members  at  work. 


Tailors  (custom)  have  had  a  longer  busy 
season  than  usual  owing  to  the  cool 
weather,  though  towards  the  end  of  the 
month  trade  began  to  slacken  somewhat. 
They  are  agitating  for  a  rule  under  which 
the  employers  will  supply  additional  shop 
room. 

Harness-makers  are  actively  employed, 
and  stitchers  on  leather  are  much  in  de- 
mand. 

The  present  is  a  very  busy  season  for 
all  classes  of  railroad  employees  owing  to 
the  unusually  large  movement  of  freight. 

The  pay  of  G.T.R.  yardmen  has  been 
increased  10  cents  per  day  and  they  will 
now  receive,  foreman,  $2.20,  and  others 
$1.60  and  $1.70,  according  to  grade. 

Longshoremen  are  generally  out  of  work 
owing  to  the  American  coal  strike  and 
the   consequent   decrease   of   shipments. 

The  last  phase  of  the  Street  Railway 
strike  was/ reached  on  the  morning  of 
June  25,  when  the  men  by  a  unanimous 
vote  decided  in  favour  of  their  own  scale 
of  wages,  18  cents  per  hour  for  the  first 
year  employees  and  20  cents  for  all  over 
that  period,  as  compared  with  the  scale 
offered  by  the  company  graded  from  17 
cents  to  21  cents  according  to  length  of 
service. 

The  new  wage  scale  of  20  cents  per  hour 
for  unskilled  labourers  employed  by  the 
city  goes  into  operation  July  1. 

District  Notes. 

Toronto  Junction. — Building  operations 
are  active  and  good  mechanics  in  requisi- 
tion. Clerks  and  salesmen  in  the  retail 
stores  wiJl  have  the  benefit  of  shorter  hours, 
as  the  majority  of  tradesmen  have  adopted 
the  early-closing  movement.  Butchers  and 
grocers  will  close  at  6  p.m.,  and  dry  goods, 
tailor  shops,  boot  and  shoe  stores,  &c,  at  7 
p.m.  The  Canada  Cycle  and  Motor  Compa- 
ny is  moving  its  Brantford  and  Hamilton 
establishments  to  this  point.  A  number 
of  car-loads  of  machinery^iave  already  ar- 
rived and  are  being  put  up  in  their  factory. 
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Headway  is  also  being  rapidly  made  at  the  Hundreds  of  Indians  from    the    reserve 

works   of  the   Canada  Foundry   Company,  over  the  mountain  were  employed  on  the 

Machinery  is  being  quickly  put  in  place,  Niagara     peninsula     berry-picking,     some 

and   operations  will  very  shortly  be   com-  making  as  high  as  $1.50  per  day. 
menced.     The  Haines  Piano  Company,  of 


Bochester,  N.Y.,  has  purchased  the  Hess 


Bricklayers  and  masons  are  well  employ- 
ed on  both  new  and  repair  work.     Many 
factory.     An  addition  will   be   built  to   it       .,  .„   ,  ,    .  ,  .  ,     ,, 

j.     .  ,  .        vitrmed  brick  crossings  and  alleyways  are 


and  the  manufacture  of  pianos  engaged  in. 


being  laid. 


Stouffville. — The  pork  packing  company 

,.        .,       !  •  •  •  Carpenters    are    also    well    employed    on 

is  extending  its  plant  owing  to  increasing  *  .«       , 

new  work,  and  m  the  different  mills  where 
requirements.  ,  , 

doors,    shutters,  sashes,  &c,  are    manufac- 

Aurora. — The    Schomberg    and    Aurora     tured. 

railway  is  now  almost  completed  and  is  ex- 

pected  to  be  in  operation  in  July.  Plumbers  are  very  busy. 


HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT 

Mr.  S.  Landers,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 


Painters  are  all  well  employed. 

Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  at 
work  again  after  a  week's  strike  for  better 
conditions. 


Labour  is  generally  well  employed,  par- 
ticularly unskilled  labour,  as  work  is  being  Sheet  metal  workers  are  fairly  busy,  me- 
rushed  while  the  favourable  weather  lasts.  tallic  ceilings  having  in  many  cases  here 
Twelve  gangs  of  men,  numbering  several  taken  the  place  of  plastered  ones, 
hundreds,  are  putting  down  cement  side-  The  prinung  trades  are  very  busy,  ma- 
walks,    the    estimated    cost    of   this   year's  chine  and  j0bmen,  pressmen  and  electro- 
sidewalks    being   $150,000.       The   Deering  typers  being  well  employed.    The  same  may 
Harvester    Company,    of    Chicago,    whose  De  sa^  0f  bookbinders. 
bonus  by-law  for  $50,000  was  defeated  last 

month,  has  decided  nevertheless  to  establish  Tailors  are  very  hus?>  both  custom  and 
here,  a  few  minor  concessions  having  been  ready-made  workers.  Wages  in  both 
granted  by  the  city  council.  The  site  se-  branches  is  fairly  good, 
lected  is  in  the  country  but  will  be  annexed  Bakers  are  very  busy.  The  lockout  situa- 
to  the  city  as  per  agreement,  and  $25,000  tion  at  one  shop  remains  unchanged  from 
secured  by  debentures  to  build  an  addi-  ]ast  month.  The  shop  has  had  four  or  five 
tional  city  school.  The  New  Ontario  non-union  men  employed,  while  some  of  the 
Steamship  Company,  of  Hamilton,  has  locked  out  men  have  secured  work  else- 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  where. 

$100,000.    The  Otis  Eelevator  Company  has  „     ,      , 

j     .j  j       -,             £             ■     Tj      -n           j  Bartenders  report    improved    hours    and 

decided  to  lease  a  iactory  in  Hamilton  and  >                    *             * 

begin  operations  at  once,  and  the  Westing-  conditions. 

house  Air  Brake  Company  will  also  erect  a  Street  railway  employees  are    well    em- 
factory.       Coal  has   advanced  during  the  ployed. 

month  from  $6  to  $6.50  a  ton. 

Cotton  mill  employees  are  very  busy. 
Agriculturists  in  the  surrounding  coun- 
try are  all  very  busy.  Brewery  workers  in  the  three  breweries 

__.,..                .  .              ...  are  working  steadily  at  good  wages. 

Manufacturing  m  general  is  very  brisk, 

and   stoves,   and   machinery,   and   clothing  Labourers  on  sewer  work,  dangerous  and 

factories,  planing  mills,  shoe  factories,  to-  unpleasant  'bottom  work/  have  had  their 

bacco  and  cigar  factories,  &c,  are  enjoying  wages   increased  from  18  to  20  cents  per 

prosperity.  hour. 
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District  Notes. 

St.  Catharines. — A  few  good  machinists 
were  reported  as  wanted  about  the  latter 
part  of  the  month.  The  dash  and  metal 
workers  are  very  busy,  some  departments 
working  overtime.  Electrical  work  is  very 
busy.     Work  in  general  trades  is  fair. 

Niagara  Falls — The  Buffalo  Forge  Com- 
pany recently  applied  for  and  obtained  a 
charter  to  do  business  in  Ontario  under  the 
name  of  the  Canadian-Buffalo  Forge  Com- 
pany, Limited,  with  $100,000  capital. 

Dundas. — Conditions  are  very  favourable 
among  garment  makers,  moulders,  ma- 
chinists, and  employees  in  the  axe  factory. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  con- 
tinues satisfactory.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  month,  there  were  practically  no  idle 
men  who  desired  employment,  and  the  close 
of  the  month  finds  the  same  conditions  pre- 
vailing. The  agricultural  machine  shops 
have  been  especially  busy,  and  overtime  has 
been  worked  during  the  entire  month.  In 
the  "building  trades  great  activity  has  exist- 
ed and  will  continue  for  some  months  to 
come.  Retail  merchants  have  enjoyed  a 
prosperous  month,  consequent  upon  the 
steady  running  of  the  factories.  The  cor- 
poration labourers  asked  that  the  hours  of 
labour  be  changed  from  nine  to  10  hours  per 
day  for  five  days  of  the  week,  with  four 
hours  on  Saturday.  The  request  was 
granted.  No  industrial  disputes  arose  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Agriculturists  have  been  busy,,  especially 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
when  the  haying  season  commenced. 
Market  gardeners  experienced  considerable 
difficulty  in  securing  a  sufficient  number  of 
pickers  to  save  the  strawberry  crop. 

Operations  upon  the  electric  railroad, 
which  will  connect  Brantford  and  Paris, 
were  started  during  the  month. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters  and  join- 
ers report  a  busy  month. 


Lathers  and  plasterers  have  been  very 
busy  during  the  month. 

Painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers  re- 
port trade  brisk,  with  plenty  of  work  ahead. 

The  majority  of  plumbers  have  been  fully 
employed. 

Builders'  labourers  have  had  a  satisfac- 
tory month. 

Iron  and  brass  moulders  are  very  busy. 

Extra  core-makers  are  required. 

Many  machinists  and  engineers  are  work- 
ing overtime. 

All  competent  buffers  and  polishers  have 
had  employment. 

Stove  mounters  report  a  busy  month. 

Blacksmiths  have  worked  full  time 
throughout  the  month. 

Printers,  pressmen,  journeymen  tailors, 
bakers  and  confectioners  have  been  busy. 

Butchers  report  trade  fair. 

Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  have 
been  well  employed. 

Saddlers,  barbers,  clerks,  stenographers, 
hotel  and  restaurant  employees  have  been 
busy,  with  a  demand  for  more  help  among 
the  last  named. 

Laundry  workers  report  trade  fair. 

Among  the  street  railway  employees,  ex- 
cursions to  the  parks  have  made  trade  b 
ter. 

Draymen,  teamsters,  cab  drivers  and 
hackmen  report  trade  fair. 

There  are  practically  no  unskilled  labour- 
ers without  employment. 

Boilermakers  have  all  been  employed. 
There  is  a  demand  for  good  tinsmiths. 

Carriage  and  wagon-makers  have  had 
steady  employment.  Large  shipments  have 
been  made  during  the  month. 

Pattern-makers  have  been  working  over- 
time- 
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Millwrights  have  been  very  busy. 

Coopers  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Weavers  have  had  steady  employment. 
The  mills  closed  for  stock-taking  and  re- 
pairs on  the  25th.  Work  will  be  resumed 
in  a  few  days. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace j  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 
the  past  month  have  been  satisfactory,  and 
while  there  have  not  been  the  noticeable  in- 
creases in  wages  of  the  month  of  May,  the 
general  tendency  has  been  towards  the  rais- 
ing of  the  price  paid  to  labour.  There  is 
no  especially  noticeable  demand  for  work- 
men of  any  particular  trade,  but  general 
employment  is  steady.  In  business  circles 
the  month  has  been  noticeably  good  owing 
to  the  large  number  of  excursionists  who 
have  visited  the  Ontario  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, the  number  of  whom,  it  is  estimated, 
has  been  in  the  neighbourhood  of  35,000. 

Agricultural  prospects  are  very  good. 
Hay  will  be  a  heavy  crop.  All  other  crops 
and  fruits  promise  well.  Wages  for  farm 
labourers  are  above  the  average  this  year. 

The  building  trades  have  been  steadily 
employed,  and  a  number  of  large  contracts 
are  expected  to  be  let  shortly,  including  the 
McDonald  buildings  at  the  O.A.C.  and  the 
Carnegie  library  building. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  painters  and  carpen- 
ters are  all  steadily  employed. 

Labourers  are  in  demand. 

Iron  moulders  and  machinists  have  had  a 
very  good  month. 

Sheet  metal  workers  are  fairly  busy. 

Wood-workers  are  all  employed,  but  af- 
fected by  the  Saturday  holiday  of  the  sum- 
mer season. 

Carriage  makers  are  only  fairly  busy. 

Coopers  are  now  in  their  slack  season. 

Upholsterers  are  very  busy,  and  report  a 
demand  for  men. 
4 


Printers  have  had  a  very  good  month. 

Tailors  have  had  an  excellent  season. 
The  slack  period,  however,  is  now  approach- 
ing. 

Bakers,  butchers,  &c,  have  had  an  extra 
good  month,  owing  to  the  excursion  season^ 

Cigarmakers  are  busy,  and  report  a  de- 
mand for  men. 

The  Retail  Clerks'  Association  has  se- 
cured a  half -holiday  on  Thursdays  for  the 
months  of  July  and  August. 

Teamsters  and  drivers  are  very  busy. 

The  street  car  system  has  had  an  extra 
staff  on  owing  to  the  excursion  season. 

The  ingrain  carpet  weavers  in  a  large 
carpet  factory  here  have  been  granted  a 
new  scale  of  wages.  Dyers  employed  by 
the  firm,  as  well  as  the  girls  who  do  the 
winding,  have  also  been  granted  an  in-  ■ 
crease.  The  weaving  is  done  on  power 
looms,  and  both  men  and  women  are  em- 
ployed.    The  following  is  the  new  scale  :— 


Grade. 

3    ply, 
14    pairs. 
12      " 
11J     " 
11      " 
10-10J  pairs. 

9-9J      " 

8-8J       " 

7-71       " 


Old   Rate. 

6c.     a  yard, 

4Jc. 

4c. 

3|c. 

3c. 

22c. 

24  c. 

21c 

2c 

District  Notes. 


New  Rate. 

6£c.  a  yard. 
4Jc. 

4c 

o%C. 

3Jc. 

3Jc 
3c 
2Jc. 
2Jc. 


Gait. — A  large  saw  works,  employing 
about  ,125  men  and  boys,  has  been  totally 
destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  $75,000.  A 
retail  clerks'  union  has  been  organized. 

STKATFOKD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

Conditions  in  this  city  and  district  are 
much  the  same  as  during'May.  No  men  are 
reported  as  being  unable  to  find  employment. 
A  large  furniture  factory,  which  will  re- 
quire workmen  and  several  girls  this  fall,  is 
in  course  of  erection.  Merchants  are  well 
satisfied  with  June  sales,  though  the  cold 
weather  is  affecting  the  retail  trade  in  sum- 
mer clothing  somewhat. 
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Farmers  report  good  prices  for  their 
produce.  Fruit,  hay  and  grain  crops  are 
all  in  excellent  condition.  A  shortage  of 
harvest  hands  is  feared  and  good  wages 
may  be  earned  in  this  district  by  farm 
hands. 

The  railroad  shops  and  traffic  department 
are  busy. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  very  busy. 
Men  can  obtain  work  at  25  cents  per  hour. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  also  busy,  but 
all  the  men  required  are  on  hand.  Wages 
are  about  18  cents. 

Painters  are  busy. 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters ,  stone- 
cutters and  builders'  labourers  are  all  em- 
ployed. 

Machinists  and  engineers  report  condi- 
tions very  good  with  additional  men  being 
taken  on.  Fifty-five  hours  are  worked  per 
week  and  wages  are  from  20  to  22  cents  per 
hour. 

No  blacksmiths  are  out  of  work. 

Bicycle  workers  and  horseshoers  are  very 
busy. 

The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
are  very  busy. 

Pattern  makers  are  all  employed. 

Printers  have  had  a  fair  month's  busi- 
ness. 

Journeymen  tailors  are  busier  than  usual 
for  the  month  of  June.  The  factories  have 
plenty  of  orders  ahead. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  have  been  af- 
fected by  the  cool  weather  of  June. 

Cigar  makers  and  tobacco  workers  are  all 
well  employed. 

Barbers,  clerks,  stenographers  and  deli- 
very employees  are  busy. 

Baihvay  men  have  all  had  a  good  month's 
work,  and  cab  drivers,  hackmen,  &c,  are  all 
well  employed. 

Unskilled  labour  is  paid  about  12  cents 
per  hour.     Men  are  in  demand. 


District  Notes. 

Conditions  throughout  the  district  re- 
main very  good,  especially  in  the  milling 
and  building  trades. 

Woodstock. — Organ  and  piano  factories 
are  well  supplied  with  work;  All  other 
trades  are  busy. 

Si.  Mary's. — Business  is  good,  though 
the  woollen  mill  is  closed  temporarily. 

histowell  and  Mitchell. — All  men  are 
employed  and  prospects  are  good  for  all 
summer. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  report? 
as  follows  : — 

The  general  condition  of  industry  in  this 
locality  continues  favourable.  Labour  in 
the  building  trades  and  in  nearly  all  manu- 
facturing and  mechanical  lines  is  employed 
to  its  utmost  capacity.  A  rolling  mill 
from  Guelph  has  decided  to  locate  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  city,  and,  with  the  new 
moulding  shops  for  McClary  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  will  give  an  impetus  to  that 
section  of  the  city.  Exceptional  activity 
is  being  displayed  at  the  G.T.R.  car  shop?, 
where  part  of  the  employees  are  working 
until  7  p.m.  five  days  in  the  week,  receiving 
time  and  a  half  after  six,  and  all  until 
five  o'clock  Saturday,  instead  of  noon. 
They  have  an  order  for  800  flat  cars  on 
hand  and  are  working  short  handed.  Car- 
penters have  secured  Saturday  afternoon 
off  at  the  wage  they  formerly  received  for 
working  until  4  p.m.  A  movement  is  on 
foot  and  meetings  are  being  held  for  the 
formation  of  a  Building  Trades  Council 
in  the  city.  The  price  of  coal  has  been 
raised  to  $7  per  ton  by  the  strike  in  the 
United  Stai 

The  farming  community  in  this  district 
is  looking  forward  to  good  crops,  owing  t< 
the  plentiful  falls  of  rain  during  the  past 
month.  Farm  labour  is  in  demand,  as  high 
as  $120  and  board  being  offered  for  six 
months'  work.  Horses  with  which  to  work 
the  farms  are  scarce  owing  to  recent  large 
shipments  to  South  Africa. 
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The  Street  Railway  Company  is  to  con-  Garment  workers  are  rushed, 

struct  about   a  mile   of  new  track  in  the  Boot     and    sJwe     wor]cers    report    trade 

southern  section  of  the  city  this  summer,  g0od# 

which    will    give    employment    to    a    large 

of  men  ^e  cigar  business  is  in  a  good  condi- 
tion, no  cigarmakers  being  out  of  employ- 

Brichlayers  and  masons  continue  to  have  ment>     0yer  $18j000    duty    wag    paid    Qn 

plenty   of  work,   and   the   outlook   is   very  cigarg  taken  Qut  of  bond  in  this  dty  in 

favourable.     An  endeavour  is  being  made  the  month  of  May>  which  is  a  large  in_ 

to  induce  the  employers  to  allow  the  men  crease  Qver  the  game  month  a  yeap  agQ> 
to  quit  work  at  noon  on  Saturdays.    Some 

time    has    been    lost    during    the    month,  Broom-makers  report  trade  as  good.  One 

throuffh  rain  °^  *ne  local  factories   is   now  putting  the 

union  label  on  its  output. 
Carpenters  are  exceptionally    busy,    and 

every  man  that  can  handle  a  saw  is  em-  Railroad  workers  of  all  kinds  are  mak- 

ployed.        Over    sixty    new   members    have  in*  more  time  than  last  ?e™>  and  all>  of 

been  added  to  the  Carpenters'  Union  in  the  them  are  makmS  ver?  blS  months. 

last  three  months.  Under  an  agreement  with  the  G.T.R.  the 

Lathers  and  plasterers  are  rushed.  telegraphers  of  the^ company  have  secured 

an  increase  amounting  to  $30,000  per  year, 

Painters  report  trade  fair.  for  their  members  and  since  1898  have  se. 

Business    is    good    with     the     plumbers,  cured  increases  amounting  to  over  $100,000. 

They  are  closing  down  Saturday  afternoons  They  have  added  over  200  members  to  their 

during  the  summer  months.  rolls  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Stone    cutters    and    building    labourers  g-j<    THOMAS    ONT.    AND  DISTRICT, 
have  plenty  to  do. 


Iron,  machine  and  brass  moulders  re- 
port trade  as  exceptionally  good. 

Metal  polishers  have  been  slack  for  part 
of  the  month,  and  were  taking  turns  laying 
off. 


Mr.   A.   Roberts,   Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 


There  have  been  few  changes  in  condi- 
tions throughout  this  district  in  industrial 
conditions   during  the  month.     Mechanics 
have  been  fully  employed  generally,  though 
Stove  mounters  are  busy.  unskilled  labourers  find  difficulty  in  some 

The  carriage  and  wagon-makers  and  instances  in  procuring  steady  employment. 
coopers'  trades  are  in  a  flourishing  condi-  Business  is  somewhat  dull,  owing  largely  to 
tjon>  disturbed    conditions    among  railway  men, 

who  form  the  largest  purchasing  class    of 
In  the  printing  trades  business  is  only     labourers  in  this  city. 

fair.     A    resolution    before    the    Board    of  ml               .                   .                ,.   .     ,  . 

-^  i       ,-            -,          ,i          -ill         .i_  .  Hie  most  important  ieature  oi  the  labour 

Jliducation  to  have  the  union  label  on  their  .        .                         .. 

«,  •    .•                        t    t  market   at  present   is    the    long-continued 

printing  was  voted  down.  .       *                      __           * 

contention  between  the  JM.C.R.  Co.  and  its 
Tailors  are  busier  than  usual  at  this  time  employees  in  the  car  and  locomotive  shops 
of  the  year,  but  their  slack  season  will  over  the  proposed  introduction  of  the  piece- 
soon  be  on.  A  resolution  was  passed  at  work  system,  and  the  counter  demand  of 
the  last  meeting  of  the  union  requesting  the  men  for  the  continuation  of  the  present 
all  employers,  to  provide  free  back  shops,  system  with  a  ten  per  cent  increase  of 
that  is,  to  have  all  work  done  on  the  pre-  wages.  Several  conferences  between  the 
mises  instead  of  at  homes  of  employees;  men  and  the  company  have  been  held,  with 
the  resolution  to  come  in  force  next  Sep-  no  definite  settlement.  The  company  is 
tember.  willing  to  compromise  regarding  the  wages. 
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providing  the  machinists  will  waive  their 
objection  to  the  piece-work  system  being 
applied  to  the  car  department.  The  ma- 
chinists are  unwilling  to  yield  the  point, 
and  ask  for  a  signed  agreement  waiving 
the  introduction  of  piece  work  in  any  part 
of  the  shops  for  two  years.  The  matter  is 
still  under  consideration. 

Manufacturing  continues  active  in  all 
local  industries,  and  overtime  is  being 
worked  in  some  factories. 

Local  canning  factories  have  commenced 
the  season's  business. 

Railway  employment  in  the  traffic  de- 
partment continues  dull  as  a  result  of  the 
use  of  larger  type  locomotives,  six  addi- 
tional crews  having  been  laid  off  on  the 
M.C.R.  during  the  past  month  on  this  ac- 
count. 

Railway  construction  work  is  much 
lighter  than  last  year  on  the  M.C.R.,  and  no 
double  tracking  is  being  done.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  usual  summer  gravel  trains 
will  be  put  on  soon,  and  this  will  afford  con- 
siderable increased  employment. 

The  L.  E.  D.  R.  R.  Co.  report  a  growing 
freight  business  on  its  new  road,  with  a 
correspondingly  increasing  staff  of  em- 
ployees. Their  local  round-house  is  now 
in  use  and  is  employing  about  a  dozen  men 
on  temporary  repairs,  &c. 

Bricklayers  are  in  good  demand.  Con- 
tractors state  that  much  larger  staffs  might 
be  employed  if  available. 

Carpenters  and  painters  are  very  busy, 
while  lathers,  plasterers,  plumbers  and 
steamfitters  report  less  favourable  condi- 
tions. 

Labourers  are  plentiful  and  in  easy  de- 
mand. 

Moulders  in  the  car  wheel  works  are 
busy,  and  expect  a  busy  summer. 

The  printing  trade  continues  active. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  conditions 
dull. 


Bakers  and  confectioners  report  an  in- 
crease of  business  as  a  result  of  the  warmer 
weather. 

The  cigar-making  trade  continues  steady. 

District  Notes. 

The  car  ferry  plying  between  Port  Stan- 
ley and  Conneaut  is  in  constant  operation, 
and  a  large  gang  of  men  is  employed  in  the 
Port  Stanley  yards  handling  freight. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

Some  improvement  in  labour  conditions 
is  noted  in  this  city  and  district  since  last 
month.  Trade  in  all  branches  continues 
active  and  there  are  no  competent  men, 
either  skilled  or  unskilled,  out  of  employ- 
ment. The  building  of  cement  sidewalks, 
the  laying  of  sewers,  and  water  main  and 
road  making,  give  employment  to  a  large 
force  of  men  and  teams.  A  factory  for  the 
making  of  improved  stock  racks  has  been 
started  this  month.  Wholesale  and  retail 
trade  is  fairly  active,  and  improvement  in 
transportation  business  is  evidenced  by 
large  shipments  of  flour,  horses  and  hogs. 
In  manufactured  goods,  carriages,  wagons 
and  fanning  mills  are  being  sent  to  British 
Columbia,  Manitoba,  the  North-west  Ter- 
ritories, and  to  the  Maritime  Provinces  al- 
most daily.  There  has  been  no  change  dur- 
ing the  month  in  the  rate  of  wages,  for  me- 
chanics, $1.50  to  $2  per  day  of  ten  hours 
being  the  average,  and  for  labourers,  $1.25 
to  $1.50.  No  strikes  or  lockouts  have  been 
reported. 

The  scarcity  of  farm  hands  is  reported 
as  continuing.  Wet  weather  is  interfering 
somewhat  wi^h  haying  operations. 

In  the  building  trades,  bricklayers, 
masons,  lathers  and  plasterers,  and  paint- 
ers are  all  busy.  The  C.  P.  R.  Co.  is  build- 
ing a  large  warehouse  here. 

Plumbers,  stonecutters,  builders'  labour- 
ers, iron  moulders,  machinists,  electrical 
workers  and  linemen  have  steady  employ- 
ment. 
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Blacksmiths,  carriage  and  wagon-makers, 
coopers,  printers  and  pressmen,  journeymen 
tailors,  takers  and  confectioners,  teamsters 
and  expressmen  report  plenty  of  work. 

District  Notes. 

In  the  township  of  Harwich  over  one 
hundred  hands  are  employed  in  the  culti- 
vation of  beets  for  the  beet  sugar  factories 
in  Dresden  and  Wallaceburg. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  in  this  district  during  the  month 
was  well  employed  and  wages  in  some  trades 
have  increased  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  the 
supply  of  labour  in  many  cases  not  being 
equal  to  the  demand.  The  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  is  still  putting  down  cement 
walks  and  paving  the  streets,  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  number  of  men.  In  the 
building  trades  and  manufactures  the  men 
have  all  the  work  they  can  handle  at  pres- 
ent, though  bricklayers  have  lost  some  time 
during  the  month  through  the  want  of 
brick.  This  has  been  remedied  and  they 
are  all  working  again.  The  contract  has 
been  let  for  a  $25,000  library,  and  the  con- 
tractors will  start  work  on  it  on  July  1. 
Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  are  well 
pleased  with  their  trade  for  the  spring,  the 
only  difficulty  the  wholesalers  have  to  meet 
being  the  fact  that  their  places  of  business 
are  too  small  for  the  trade  they  are  doing. 
One  wholesale  firm  that  formerly  secured 
its  commodities  by  the  dray  load  is  buying 
in  car  lots,  now. 

Carpenters  and  plumbers  are  all  working. 

Gas  and  steamfitters  have  been  very  busy 
-this  last  month,  and  prospects  for  the  sum- 
mer are  good. 

Builders'  labourers  have  had  a  good 
spring.  Their  wages  run  from  17  to  20 
cents  per  hour  for  a  day  of  nine  hours. 

Ship  labourers  have  plenty  of  work  ahead 
in  repairing  the  car  boats. 

Horseshoers  are  kept  very  busy. 


Carriage  and  wagon  maker's  are  very 
busy  just  now  on  repair  work. 

Printers  are  all  fully  employed. 

Tailors  and  garment  workers  are  fully 
employed  and  some  overtime  is  being  done. 

There  has  been  a  slight  falling  off  in 
the  cigar  trade. 

The  railroad  employees,  especially  those 
employed  on  freight  trains,  are  very  busy, 
averaging  from  35  to  40  days  per  month. 

District  Notes. 

Sandwich. — The  large  saw-mill  is  run- 
ning now  giving  employment  to  150  people 
and  it  is  intended  to  put  on  a  night  shift 
which  will  give  employment  to  150  more. 
A  ferry  line  from  Detroit  to  Sandwich  has 
been  established. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Favourable  labour  conditions  continued 
during  the  month  of  June.  No  workman 
need  be  idle.  Business  is  generally  active, 
and  in  the  building  trades  is  exceptionally 
so.  Large  warehouses  for  wholesalers  are 
in  course  of  erection,  and  many  others  are 
projected.  Bank  clearings  continue  to 
show  increased  business,  and  jobbers  and 
agents  are  making  big  shipments,  especially 
in  agricultural  implements.  Manufactur- 
ers' representatives  in  the  latter  branch 
state  that  their  sales  have  doubled  recently 
as  compared  with  the  same  period  in  other 
years,  the  movement  in  implements  having 
commenced  earlier  than  usual.  Wages 
continue  to  show  an  upward  tendency,  and 
in  many  sections  there  is  evidence  of  un- 
rest amongst  workmen.  The  painters  and 
decorators  have  organized,  and  in  nearly 
all  unions  there  is  reported  a  rapid  increase 
in  membership. 

Crop  conditions  on  the  whole  are  favour- 
able. The  excessive  rains  have  damaged 
low  and  badly  drained  districts,  but  this  is 
counterbalanced  by  favourable  reports  from 
high  and  sandy  localities. 
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During  June  local  planing  and  saw  mills 
have  been  exceptionally  busy.  The  log 
drives  have  arrived. 

A  local  joint  stock  company  has  been 
formed  for  the  manufacture  of  agricultural 
implements.  It  has  already  erected  a 
large  building,  and  has  a  considerable  staff 
of  workmen  employed.  This  is  the  first 
institution  of  its  kind  to  attempt  the  manu- 
facture of  implements  in  Winnipeg. 

Transportation  companies  are  all  busy, 
and  their  staffs  and  gangs  are  being  steadily 
augmented. 

All  classes  of  workmen  in  the  building 
trades  are  busy.  Buildings  nearing  com- 
pletion have  made  the  painters  and  decora- 
tors busy,  as  well  as  the  plumbers,  steam 
and  gasfitters. 

Builders'  labourers  have  organized. 

The  moulders  and  machinists'  trades  have 
been  working  during  June  to  their  full 
capacity,  and  prospects  are  favourable. 

Mill  hands  are  all  well  employed,  and 
business,  is  exceedingly  active.  Upholster- 
ers and  carriage  repair  shops  are  also  doing 
a  satisfactory  business. 

For  the  season  of  the  year  work  among 
printers  is  exceptionally  plentiful.  Activ- 
ity is  partially  due  to  the  increased  business 
which  usually  precedes  the  fair  season. 

Custom  tailors  are  enjoying  a  steadier 
business  than  usual. 

The  biscuit  factory  reports  a  very  active 
demand  for  its  product.  The  strike  of  the 
bakers  disturbs  conditions  slightly.  A  pro- 
position for  the  establishment  of  a  co- 
operative bakery  is  under  consideration. 
The  capital  of  the  company  will  be  $2,500 
in  250  shares  of  $10  each.  It  is  being  pro- 
moted by  the  Bakers'  Union. 

The  strike  at  the  Paulin  'Chambers  fac- 
tory is  not  yet  settled. 

The  cigar  factories  are  all  busy,  and  re- 
port business  satisfactory. 

Saddlers  and  harness-makers  have  all  the 
work  they  can  handle. 


A  large  new  laundry  is  being  built. 

Unskilled  labour  of  all  kinds  is  well  em- 
ployed at  the  present  time. 

The  introduction  of  a  new  concrete  {mix- 
ing machine  has  facilitated  the  work  of 
asphalting  the  streets.  The  number  of  men 
employed  is  approximately  the  same,  but 
by  the  aid  of  the  mixer  they  cover  more 
ground. 

A  painters'  union  was  formed,  and  the 
Winnipeg  garment  workers,  civic  employees 
and  ironmoulders  also  elected  officers  dur- 
ing June. 

The  fishermen  of  Delta  went  on  strike 
on  June  1,  to  the  number  of  twelve  crews, 
at  the  Lake  Manitoba  summer  resort,  as  a 
result  of  the  reduction  in  the  price  offered 
for  pickerel  and  jackfish.  In  one  week  the 
catch  at  Delta  totalled  86,000  pounds,  and 
$2,500  was  paid  out  to  them.  The  prices 
ruling  then  were  £  cent  per  pound  for  jack- 
fish  and  1£  cents  per  pound  for  pickerel, 
and  the  week  following  the  men  were  noti- 
fied that  the  latter  price  would  be  reduced 
i  of  a  cent.  The  men,  however,  refused  to 
sell  fish  until  f  cent  was  paid  for  jack- 
fish  and  If  cents  for  pickerel.  About  thirty 
men  are  affected. 

The  C.  P.  R.  blacksmiths,  early  in  June 
made  an  agreement  with  the  company 
which,  besides  many  conditions  respecting 
promotions  and  hours  of  labour,  &c,  stipu- 
lated a  wage  scale  as  follows  : — 

Fort  William   to  Moose   Jaw  : — 

Blacksmiths 2S  to  29  cents. 

Leading  fire,  Winnipeg.   ..  33J     " 

Second   fire 30      " 

Motion   fire 30 

Spring   fire 32 

Flue  welders,  leading  hand  28 

Flue  welders 20  to  22 

Moose  Jaw  to  Calgary  ;   and  Crow  Nes:  :  — 

Blacksmiths 29  to  31 

Leading  hand,   Calgary    . .  32      " 

Spring  fire 32      " 

Apprentices  coming  out  of  their  time,  23  to 
25  cents  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  monihi. 

First  class  capable  blacksmiths  will  receive 
the  maximum  rate.  Blacksmiths  now  rated  at 
27  cents  p^r  hour  will  be  avanced  to  29  cents. 
All  other  blacksmiths  will  receive  the  minimum 
rate  of  29  cents.  The  above  rates  shall  apply 
to  all  new  men  starting  and  will  include  all 
fires  in  blacksmiths  shop. 
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BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  is  satisfactory,  activity  being  es- 
pecially apparent  in  the  building  trades 
and  in  the  agricultural  industry.  There  is 
also  a  demand  for  machinists,  carpenters, 
o  oiler  makers,  agricultural  labourers  and 
men  for  railroad  construction.  An  exten- 
sive flour  mill  is  now  in  course  of  erection 
in  this  city.  Bankers  report  business  set- 
tlements satisfactory  for  the  month,  and  a 
number  of  American  firms  are  shipping  in 
machinery  and  agricultural  implements. 
Retail  trade  is  fairly  good.  The  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  Co.  have  increased  the 
wages  of  some  local  employees,  machinists, 
boiler-makers,  carpenters,  and  blacksmiths, 
from  two  to  three  cents  per  hour. 

Agricultural  conditions  throughout  this 
district  are  very  promising,  except  in  the 
low  lying  districts,  which  have  been  dam- 
aged very  considerably  by  the  heavy  rains. 
In  Assiniboia  there  is  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  acreage  of  land  cultivated  this 
year.  Comparative  statistics  on  the  sub- 
ject are  as  follows  : — 

Acres. 

Wheat,    1901 432,480 

1902 507,500 

Oats,        1901 103,086 

1902 119.000 

Barley,    1901 7,000 

1902 • 5,894 

Other  crops  show  similar  increases  in 
average. 

Considerable  damage  has  been  done  to 
the  lumbering  industry  in  this  city,  owing 
to  the  breaking  of  booms  in  the  Assini- 
boine  scattering  about  twenty  thousand 
logs.  This  will  occasion  a  considerable  loss 
to  certain  firms  who  had  timber  taken  out 
of  the  Riding  Mountains,  as  well  as  throw- 
ing a  number  of  men  out  of  employment. 

The  sash  and  door  factories,  planing 
mills,  marble  works,  and  machine  shops  are 
running  to  full  capacity. 

Extensive  preparations  are  being  made 
for  construction  work  on  the  C.P.R. 


Bricklayers  and  masons  are  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  busy. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  are  also  well  em- 
ployed. 

The  painting,  decorating  and  paper- 
hanging  trade  is  good. 

Plumbers  are  busy. 

Stonecutters  are  very  busy. 

Builders'  labourers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Machinists  are  busy,  with  an  opening  for 
men  at  from  27  cents  to  29  cents  per  hour. 

There  are  openings  also  for  blacksmiths, 
and  boilermakers  are  in  good  demand. 

Upholsterers  are  busy. 

Printers,  tailors,  bakers  and  confectioners 
are  very  busy. 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters  report  trade 
good. 

Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  are 
fairly  busy. 

Railway  men,  teamsters  and  expressmen 
are  all  well  employed. 

The  supply  of  unskilled  labour  is  not 
equal  to  the  demand. 

A  Retail  Grocers'  Protective  Association 
was  formed  June  16,  1902,  in  order  to  pro- 
tect its  members  from  bad  credits  and  to 
look  after  the  general  interests  of  those 
concerned. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Hargreaves,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

During  the  past  month  general  activity 
has  prevailed  in  all  departments  of  the 
labour  market.  A  number  of  stonecutters 
were  brought  into  the  city  to  meet  the 
demand  for  this  class  of  labour  in  connec- 
tion with  the  British  Columbia  Electric 
Railway  Company's  power  scheme.  The 
preparatory  work  for  this  is  well  under 
way  and  employment  will  be  given  to  a  large 
staff  of  men  for  at  least  two  years.     The 
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beginning  of  next  month  will  see  the  com- 
pletion of  the  C.P.R.  branch  from  Vancou- 
ver to  Steveston,  on  which  about  40  men 
have  for  some  time  past  been  employed. 
A  large  number  of  men  have  been  engaged 
for  the  getting  out  of  rock,  for  the  sub- 
structures on  the  new  Fraser  River  Bridge. 
The  new  car  ferry  from  South  Westmin- 
ster to  Vancouver  has  commenced  opera- 
tions and  unbroken  cars  of  freight  are  now 
being  transhipped  between  these  points. 

Farmers  are  looking  forward  to  a  good 
harvest.  There  is  a  demand  for  farm 
hands. 

The  canning  company  is  preparing  for 
the  season's  run  of  sockeyes.  The  run  of 
spring  salmon  has  been  fairly  good  and  a 
few  of  the  canneries  are  packing  them  ; 
the  price  is  now  three  to  four  cents  per 
pound.  The  lumbering  industry  is  very 
busy,  though  a  scarcity  of  cedar  logs  is 
hampering  the  mills.  There  is  a  demand 
for  workmen,  choppers  and  axemen,  and 
labourers. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. Carpenters  and  joiners  are  also 
very  busy,  and  lathers  and  plasterers  are 
kept  steadily  employed. 

Painters  are  fully  employed. 

Plumbers  and  steam-fitters  report  work 
fair. 

Iron  moulders  report  only  two  shops 
working  steadily. 

Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report  work 
fairly  quiet,  and  not  much  new  work  under 
way. 

Shingle  sawyers  are  very  busy  and  there 
is  a  demand  for  additional  help. 

Printers  report  work  good;  job  printers 
are  very  busy. 

Cigarmahers  report  strippers  in  demand. 

Steamboatmen  and  freight  handlers 
have  been  unusually  busy,  the  steam  tugs 
towing  logs  for  which  there  is  a  great  de- 
mand, and  the  river  steamers  doing  a  good 
trade  in  transhipping  case  salmon  and  farm 
produce. 


Street  Railway  Employees  report  work 
good,  and  an  increase  in  passenger  traffic 
owing  to  summer  excursions,  as  well  as  an 
increase  in  freight  trade. 

District  Notes. 

Revelstoke. — The  contractors  for  a  new 
business  block  have  commenced  the  exca- 
vation work  for  the  foundation;  the  build- 
ing when  completed  will  cost  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  $20,000.  There  are  also  a 
number  of  private  residences  and  offices 
nearing  completion,  besides  business  blocks 
and  a  bank  building  projected.  The  drill 
shed  will  be  erected  as  soon  as  the  contract 
for  its  construction  reaches  the  city  and  is 
signed.  The  C.P.R.  is  also  putting  up 
large  additions  to  its  workshops.  Alto- 
gether there  is  every  prospect  for  an  active 
season  in  the  building  trades. 

Chilliwack. — The  shipments  of  butter  for 
May  were  per  steamer  Beaver,  11,690  lbs.; 
per  steamer  Pomona,  8,382  lbs.;  per  Do- 
minion Express  Company,  5,460  lbs.  ;  per 
stage,  120  lbs.;  total,  25,653  lbs. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C..   AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  G.  Bartley,  Correspondent ,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  building  trades,  and  the  saw  milling 
and  logging  trades,  were  the  busiest  of  the 
month  in  this  district.  Building  material 
is  high.  Artisans  are  putting  their  earn- 
ings into  building  homes  to  an  unusual  ex- 
tent, and  a  considerable  number  of  real 
estate  transfers  are  reported  for  the  month. 

There  is  some  unrest  in  the  salmon  can- 
ning industry.  The  canners  have  offered 
the  following  scale  of  prices  for  fish,  which 
have  been  refused  by  the  fishermen  : — 

Up   to   200,000   cases,   20c.    per   fish. 

Over  200,000  up  to  300,000  cases,  16c.  per  fish. 

Over  300,000  up  to  400,000  cases,  13c.  per  fish 

Over  400,000  up  to  500.000  cases,  lie.  per  fl^h. 

Over  500,000  up  to  600,000  cases,  10c.  per  fish. 

Fishing  prospects  are  still  uncertain. 
The  season  opens  July  1  for  salmon. 

The  following  new  schedule  of  wages 
been  agreed  to  and  signed  by  the  C.P.R. 
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Co.,  and  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
way Freight  Handlers  : — 

Sec.  1.  That  the  rate  of  pay  for  freight 
handlers  shall  be  22  cents  per  hour  day  work 
and  time  and   one  half  for  overtime. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  rate  of  pay  for  checking 
shall  be  27  cents  per  hour  day  work  and  33 
cents  per  hour  overtime. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  rate  of  pay  for  wharfingers 
and  all  monthly  men  shall  be  increased  10  per 
cent. 

Article   2. 

Sec.  1.  That  10  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's 
work  for  freight  handlers  and  gang  checkers, 
namely  from  7K  to  12K  and  13K  to  18K. 

Sec.  2.  That  overtime  shall  constitute  all 
Sundays,  nights,  New  Year's  day,  Good  Friday, 
May  24,  Christmas  Day,  and  any  other  day  pro- 
claimed by  the  Governor  General  in  Council. 

Article    3. 

Sec.  1.  That  union  men  be  given  preference. 

Sec.  2.  That  any  one  representing  the  union 
in  any  official  capacity  shall  not  be  discrimin- 
ated against  by  the  companj'. 

Article   4. 

If  any  member  of  the  union  considers  him- 
self unjustly  dealt  with,  the  agent  of  the  union 
shall  be  allowed  to  take  the  matter  up  with 
the  foreman  and  superintendent. 

Article   6. 

That  men  wanted  on  the  dock  at  any  time 
shall    be    called. 

Article    7. 

This  schedule  shall  be  signed  by  both  parties 
for  12  months,  and  if  any  change  be  required, 
30  days'  notice  shall  be  given  on  either  side  at 
the  end  of  12  months  from  date  of  signature,  to 
all    of  which  we   agree. 

Article    8. 

This  schedule  shall  come  into  force  three 
weeks  from  date. 

While  work  is  good  among  bricklayers 
and  masons  there  is  some  discontent  among 
the  workmen. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  get  33J  cents  an 
hour  and  have  plenty  of  work. 

Painters  report  plenty  of  new  work,  but 
not  much  jobbing.  There  are  some  idle 
men. 

Shingle  sawing  trade  conditions  are 
largely  governed  by  the  presence  of  the 
Japanese  and  Chinese,  though  at  present 
work  is  plentiful  for  white  labour,  but  not 
at  good  wages. 

Printers  report  business  good. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  trade  fair, 
but  no  demand  for  men. 

Barbers  are  busy. 


Steamboat     firemen     report     conditions 


good. 


Ship  labourers  and  longshoremen  are 
fairly  well  employed. 

Civic  employees  have  formed  a  union. 

VICTOKIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  conditions  during  the  past  month 
have  been  very  satisfactory.  There  was  a 
scarcity  of  unskilled  labour  felt  at  times, 
but  all  present  demands  are  supplied.  Sup- 
ply and  demand  in  the  various  trades  and 
industries  is  well  balanced,  and  good  rela- 
tions between  employer  and  employee  pre- 
vail. Work  continues  especially  active  in 
the  building  trades.  In  each  of  the 
branches  (with  the  exception  of  plumbing 
and  gasfitting)  mechanics  are  fully  em- 
ployed, and  the  prospects  are  favourable  for 
a  good  season.  A  builders'  association  of 
contractors  and  builders  has  been  organized. 
According  to  the  by-laws  its  objects  are  to 
encourage  closer  relations  among  its  mem- 
bers, to  make  them  better  acquainted  with 
the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  building 
business,  to  arbitrate  and  settle  disputes,  if 
any  arise  among  the  members,  and  gener- 
ally to  advance  and  protect  the  business  in- 
terests of  contracting  builders. 

In  the  metal-working  trades,  conditions 
are  favourable  in  nearly  all  branches. 
Trade  is  slack  with  the  moulders,  but  ma- 
chinists, blacksmiths  and  boiler-makers  are 
fully  employed. 

Shipwrights  and  caulkers  are  still  busy. 
Early  in  the  month  work  was  commenced 
on  the  construction  of  a  steamer  for  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Navigation  Co.,  which 
will  ensure  employment  to  a  large  number 
of  men  for  months.  The  outlook  in  this 
trade  is  good. 

For  carriage  and  wagon-makers  business 
is  fair,  with  no  demand  for  extra  help. 

In  the  printing  and  allied  trades  work  is 
fair,  but  there  is  not  enough  to  provide  all 
with  steady  employment. 
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Journeymen  tailors  report  work  in  the 
custom  line  as  greatly  improved. 

Journeymen  bakers  say  that  conditions 
of  employment  are  very  bad. 

Trade  is  fair  with  cigarmakers,  but  not 
as  good  as  last  month.  One  factory,  which 
has  been  turning  out  machine-made  cigars 
for  a  short  time,  has  discontinued  the  use 
of  the  machines,  and  now  produces  only  the 
hand-made  article. 

Grocery  clerks  are  agitating  for  shorter 
hours  ;  the  hours  prevailing  at  present  are 
from  8  a.m.  to  8  p.m. 

Mechanics  and  labourers  employed  by  the 
city  have  petitioned  the  council  for  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  hours  of  labour  from  9  to  8  per 
day.  The  request  was  laid  over  for  future 
consideration. 

District  Notes. 

Crofton. — Work  on  the  smelter  is  rap- 
idly approaching  completion.  The  sampler 
is  nearly  finished,  and  the  smelter  will  be 
ready  to  commence  operations  about  July 
20.  A  large  force  of  men  is  employed  about 
the  works. 

Chemainus. — General  activity  prevails  in 
the  lumber  industry.  A  number  of  cargoes 
were  shipped  during  the  month  to  South 
Africa  and  Australia. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

The  labour  market  shows  very  little 
change  from  last  month.  If  anything  con- 
ditions are  not  quite  as  good.  There  is 
plenty  of  labour  to  meet  all  demands,  as 


very  little  new  work  is  being  started.  Busi- 
ness is  fair,  but  not  as  good  as  was  ex- 
pected for  the  season.  There  have  been 
no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  and  no 
industrial  disturbances  during  the  month. 

Fishing  and  mining  operations  are  quiet, 
but  there  is  a  good  demand  for  logs  and 
shingles. 

The  waterworks  company  is  employing 
a  number  of  men  in  extending  and  im- 
proving its  system.  Other  civic  work  is 
quiet  at  present. 

The  unsettled  condition  of  the  coal  trade 
is  felt  by  all  other  trades,  it  being  the  main 
industry  of  this  district. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  report  very  little 
to  do. 

Carpenters  report  business  very  dull  for 
the  season,  with  poor  prospects  of  improve- 
ment. 

Painters  are  not  well  employed. 

Blacksmiths  report  conditions  very  dull 
for  the  season. 

Printers  report  business  as  normal. 

Tailors  report  business  as  poor. 

There  is  very  little  demand  for  unskilled 
labour. 

District  Notes. 

Work  in  the  Extension  Mines  is  dulL 
One  shift  was  laid  off  on  the  first  of  the 
month,  and  later  on  still  more  men  were 
dismissed.  On  the  West  Coast  a  large 
quartz  mine  was  closed  down,  making  mat- 
ters quiet  for  the  time.  Prospects,  how- 
ever, are  improving. 


LEGISLATION  OF  THE  DOMINION  PARLIAMENT  AFFECTING  LABOUR.  1902. 


DURING  the  session  of  the  Dominion 
Parliament  which  closed  on  Thurs- 
day, May  15,  a  number  of  Bills  were  intro- 
duced and  became  law,  which  are  of  consid- 
erable importance  to  the  labour  interests 
of  Canada.  There  were  in  all  114  Acts 
passed.     Fully  one  half  of  these  were  con- 


nected at  first  hand  with  the  transportation- 
interests  of  the  country  :  and  no  less  than 
44  had  directly  to  do  with  the  incorporation 
of  railway  companies.  Considered  in  rela- 
tion to  the  unusual  number  of  Acts  passed 
to  incorporate  industrial  companies,  these 
facts     account     for     the     special    mention 
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which  this  feature  of  the  session's  work  re- 
ceived in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne  at 
prorogation,  in  which  they  were  cited  as 
evidence  of  the  rapid  progress  that  Canada 
is  making  in  wealth  and  prosperity.  jThe 
industrial  significance  of  these  incorpora- 
tions is  the  more  apparent  from  the  nature 


of  many  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
Acts  incorporating  the  new  transportation 
companies,  which  give  to  the  compan- 
ies thus  brought  into  existence  very  ex- 
tensive powers  in  the  way  of  land  hold- 
ings, mine  working,  .water  power  develop- 
ment, &c.  In  the  majority  of  cases,  also, 
time  limits  with  regard  to  the  beginning 
and  ending  of  the  work  of  construction  pre 
insisted  upon. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Capitalization. 

Of  the  various  railway  Acts  passed  the 
most  important  was,  perhaps,  that  which 
gave  permission  to  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  to  increase  its  capital 
stock  by  twenty  million  dollars,  that  is  to 
say,  from  sixty-five  to  eighty-five  million 
dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the 
financial  requirements  of  the  company  in 
respect  of  the  increase  of  rolling  stock,  en- 
largement of  workshops,  road-bed  improve- 
ment, double-tracking,  provision  of  addi- 
tional grain  elevators,  &c.  This  additional 
stock  is  not  to  be  deemed  capital  expended 
on  construction,  and  no  portion  of  it  must 
be  issued  at  less  than  its  par  value.  Pro- 
visions are  also  added  defining  the  way  in 
which  the  capital  arising  from  the  pro- 
posed sale  of  stock  shall  be  expended.  Nine 
million  dollars  are  to  be  devoted  to  pro- 
curing new  rolling  stock  ;  in  the  neighbour- 
Ihood  of  eight  millions  to  the  enlargement 
of  shop  facilities  at  Montreal  and  else- 
where and  for  general  improvements  to  the 
road-bed  ;  and  the  balance  to  elevators, 
terminals,  and  other  facilities.  The  com- 
pany is  to  be  required  to  give  a  strict  ac- 
count of  the  expenditure,  though  allowed  a 
certain  amount  of  latitude  in  regard  to  the 
extent  of   the  additions  to  rolling   stock. 


The  clause  in  the  company^  Act  giving 
the  Government  control  of  the  rates  when 
the  company's  income  exceeds  10  per  cent 
of  the  capital  actually  expended  upon  the 
construction  of  the  railway  is  to  receive  its 
final  interpretation  in  the  courts,  but  in 
considering  this  clause  the  twenty  million 
dollars  of  new  stock  is  not  to  be  taken  into 
account. 

y 

The  result  of  the  Bill,  it  is  hoped,  will 
be  to  diminish  in  the  future  the  serious 
losses  that  have  been  occasioned  to  the  far- 
mers of  the  west  from  the  insufficient  sup- 
ply of  cars  to  carry  their  farm  products  to 
the  Atlantic  seaports. 

The  Manitoba  Grain  Act  Amended. 

Another  measure,  which  was  framed  with 
the  direct-object  of  benefiting  the  farmer 
of  Western  Canada,  is  the  Act_amending 
the  Manitoba  Grain  Act  of  1900,  the  main 
provisions  of  which  refer  to  the  erection  of 
warehouses  at  shipping  points.  On  written 
application  to  the  warehouse  commissioner 
for  the  inspection  district  of  Manitoba,  by 
any  person  within  forty  miles  of  his  near- 
est shipping  point,  permission  may  bo 
given  to  erect  on  the  railway  company's 
premises  a  frame  warehouse  covered  with  ,  /. 
metal,  the  company  being  compelled  to 
grant  the  location,  with  a  siding,  at  a  ren- 
tal not  greater  than  that  charged  to  stan- 
dard elevators,  the  commissioner  to  have 
discretion  as  to  the  extent  of  warehouse 
facilities  required  at  the  point  in  ques- 
tion. So  also,  on  a  written  application  to 
the  commissioner  by  ten  farmers  resident 
within  twenty  miles  of  their  nearest  ship- 
ping point,  the  railway  company  may  be  1 
compelled  to  erect  and  maintain  at  such 
point  a  loading  platf oxm  of  specified  size 
and-iree  of  charge  for  the  loading  of  grain 
on  a  siding  provided  on  the  company's  pre- 
mises. After  July  1,  1902,  all  inspection  ^  * 
feesjapon  grain  inspected  within  the  Mani- 
toba district  are  to  be  paid  into  the  con- 
solidated revenue  fund  of  Canada.  There 
are  provisions  added  for  defining  the  duties 
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of  railway  companies  and  the  privileges  of 
grain  shippers  in  the  matter  of  the  allot- 
ments of  cars.  Orders  for  cars  may  be 
booked  at  each  grain  shipping  point,  and 
cars  so  ordered  are  to  be  awarded  to  the 
applicants  in  turn.  The  expectation  as  to 
the  general  effect  of  the  entire  Act,  it  has 
been  officially  stated,  will  be  to  defeat  any 
attempt  to  depress  prices  by  combinations. 

Other  Measures  Affecting  the  Agricul- 
tural Industry. 

An  Act  further  to  amend  the  General 
Inspection  Act  is  also  one  of  direct  interest 
to  agriculturists.  Binder  twine  is  added  to 
the  list  of  articles,  the  manufacture  of  which 
is  made  subject  to  government  inspection 
in  the  several  towns  or  cities  of  inspection 
districts  designated  by  the  Governor-in- 
Council.  As  regards  Manitoba,  the  North- 
west Territories  and  that  part  of  Ontario 
west  of  Lake  Superior,  the  provisions  as  to 
the  grading  of  oats  are  extended  to  include 
two  additional  classes,  an  '  Extra  .No.  1 ' 
and  a  '  No.  3 '  being  added. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Fruit  Marks  Act  of 
1901  makes  further  provisions  in  regard  to 
the  regulations  as  to  the  marking  of  pack- 
ages. The  packer's  full  Christian  name 
and  surname  and  address,  with  the  name  of 
the  fruit  or  varieties  of  fruit  and  designa- 
tion of  its  grade,  must  be  marked  in  a  plain 
and  indelible  manner  on  all  fruit  packages 
before  being  taken  from  the  premises  where 
packed.  The  inspector's  duty  as  to  fraud 
in  packing,  use  of  false  marks,  &c,  is  also 
denned. 

An  Act  to  amend  the  Act  respecting  the 
packing  and  sale  of  certain  staple  com- 
modities has  special  reference  to  binder 
twine.  Every  ball  of  binder  twine  offered 
for  sale  must  be  stamped  with  the  name  of 
the  manufacturer,  importer  or  dealer,  with 
the  number  of  feet  of  twine  per  pound  in 
each  ball.  Neglect  to  comply  with  this 
provision  is  made  punishable  by  a  penalty 
of  not  less  than  25  cents  per  ball.  Every 
manufacturer,  importer  or  dealer  in  binder 
twine  which  is  not  of  the  length  per  pound 


which  is  stamped  upon  the  ball  is  liable 
to  a  penalty  of  not  more  than  $25  or  less 
than  $1  per  ball,  all  such  twine  to  be  con- 
fiscated to  the  Crown,  provided  that  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  number  of  feet  exceeds  five 
per  cent  of  the  length  stated  upon  the  same. 

Legislation  Referring  to  the  Yukon. 

A  marked  feature  of  the  legislation  of 
the  past  session  was  the  number  of  bills 
passed  with  reference  to  conditions  exist- 
ing in  the  Yukon  Territory.  The  growing 
population  and  the  rapid  development  in 
the  trade  of  that  section  of  Canada  was 
thought  to  justify  the  passing  of  an  Act 
granting  to  it  the  privilege  of  representa- 
tion in  parliament.  Special  care  is  taken 
in  this  connection  to  ensure  that  only  prop- 
erly qualified  electors  receive  the  right  to 
vote.  The  elective  members  of  the  Yukon 
council  are  also  increased  from  two  to  five. 
A  Court  of  Appeal  has  been  constituted 
within  the  Yukon,  in  order  to  save  appel- 
lants the  inconvenience  of  carrying  their 
appeals  to  British  Columbia.  In  cases 
where  the  amount  in  controversy  exceeds 
$2,000,  appeal  will  be  made  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Dominion.  The  royalty  of  5 
per  cent  on  gold  mined  in  the  Yukon  is 
abolished,  and  is  replaced  by  an  export  tax 
of  2J  per  cent.  The  Yukon  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  is  one  of  the  many  com- 
panies above-mentioned  which  received  in- 
corporation during  the  session. 

Incorporation  of  Companies. 

An  Act  of  very  considerable  importance 
in  connection  with  the  industrial  and  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  country  was  that 
passed  to  consolidate  and  define  the  law 
with  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  joint 
stock  companies  in  Canada  by  letters  pa- 
tent, the  leading  provision  of  which  states 
that  a  charter  may  be  granted  by  the  S-  - 
retary  of  State  to  any  number  of  perse 
not  less  than  five,  constituting  them  a  body 
corporate  and  politic.  Exception  is  made, 
however,  in  the  case  of  companies  '  for  the. 
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construction  and  working  of  railways  or  of  Coasting  Trade  and  Pilotage  Acts. 

telegraph  or  telephone  lines,  or  the  business  , .                 .         .                    . 

According    to    An    Act    respecting    the 

of  banking,  and  the  issue  of  paper  money,  CoasHng    Tmde    of    Canada,    no    foreign 

or  the  business  of  insurance  or  the  business  built  British  ghipgj   whether  registered  in 

of  a  loan  company/  Canada   or   elsewhere   shall  be   entitled  to 

.                            i  •  i      xi        i,     x   ♦  take  part  in  the  coasting  trade  of  Canada 

Another   measure  which,   though   of  in-  r                            .     ° 

.       ,  unless  they  have  obtained  licenses  lor  that 

terest  primarily  to   those   engaged   in   the  purpoge  frQm  ^  Minigter  of  Cugt()mg?  the 

manufacturing  industries  of  Canada,  is,  on  minister  having  power  to  iggue  guch  licengeg 

account    of    certain    of    its    provisions,    of  upon   application,   and   the   payment   of   a 

very  general   interest   as   well,   is   the  Act  &utj  0f  25  per  cent  ad  valorem  on  the  fair 

incorporating    the    Canadian    Manufactu-  market   value   of   the   hull,    rigging,    ma- 

rers'  Association.     The  objects  of  the  asso-  chinery,  boilers,  furniture    and    appurten- 

ciation  are  stated  to  be  the  promotion  of  ances  of  such  ships,  the  section  not  to  apply 

Canadian  industries,  the  furthering  of  the  to  any  foreign-built  British  ship  registered 

interests   of   Canadian  manufacturers   and  prior  to  the  first  of  September,  1902.      No 

exporters,  and  the  rendering  of  such  ser-  goods    or    passengers    shall   be    carried   by 

vices   and   assistance   to   members,   and   to  water  from  one  port  in  Canada  to  another 

manufacturers  and  exporters  generally,  as  except   in   British   ships,   the   master   of  a 

may   be   deemed   advisable  from    time    to  foreign    ship    or   vessel    so    carrying   them, 

time.       The  association  is  given  power  to  being  liable  to  a  penalty  of  $400,  the  goods 

publish   pamphlets   or   periodicals,    to    or-  to  be  forfeited  as  smuggled,  and  the  ship 

ganize  branches  or  sections,  to  engage  in  itself  held  as   security.     Foreign  steamers 

the  work  of  developing  and  promoting  the  also  may  not  tow  between  Canadian  ports,- 

export  trade  of  Canadian  goods,  to  obtain  except  in  case  of  distress,  under  a  penalty 

information  and  statistics,  and  to  purchase  of  $400. 

or  acquire  real  property,  provided  that  the  _ 

,         »        ,                     ,    ni  An  Act  to  amend  the  riiotage  Act  iur- 
value  01  such  property  shall  not  at  any  one 

time  exceed  $50,000.       The  association  is  ther  defines  the  shiPs>  P™pelled  wholly  or 

also  given  power  to  provide  for  the  appoint-  in  Part  b^  steam>  wbich  sha11  be  exempted 

ment  of  arbitrators,  members  of  the  asso-  fr°m  the  compulsory  payment  of  pilotage 

ciation,   to   hear   and   decide   controversies  dues, 
relating  to  any  commercial  matter  which 

may  arise  between  members  of  the  associa-  Immigration  and  Naturalization. 
tion,  or  any  person  whatsoever,  which  may 

be  voluntarily  submitted  for  arbitration  by  Three  new  bills  under  this  heading  be- 

the  parties  in  dispute.     The  arbitrators  so  came  law  during  the  session  and  form  an 

appointed   may   hear   any   case   submitted,  important  addition  to  the  legislation  of  the 

may  examine  witnesses  on  oath,  and  give  Dominion  formerly  enacted  on  the  subject, 

their  award,  or  that  of  a  majority  of  them,  The  landing  of  persons  suffering  from  any 

such  award  to  be  final  and  binding  upon  the  loathsome,  dangerous  or  infectious  disease 

parties.     The  association  may  also  provide  may  be  prevented  by  proclamation  or  order 

for  the  appointment  of  committees  to  in-  of  the  Governor  in  Council  whether  such 

quire  into  any  matter  affecting  the  manu-  immigrants  intend  to  settle  in  Canada  or 

facturing   interests    of    Canada,   and   such  only  intend  to  pass    through    Canada    to 

committees   may   examine   upon   oath   any  settle  in  some  other  country.     Such  prohi- 

party  who   appears   before   them,   and   the  bition  may  be  absolute  or  may  be  accom- 

evidence  so  taken  used  to  assist  the  asso-  panied  by  permission  to  land  for  medical 

ciation  in  arriving  at  a  decision.  treatment.     Persons  landed  in  Canada  in 
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contravention  of  this   Act  may  be  appre-  or  a  bonus  at  the  rate  of  $2  for  each  day  of 

bended    without    a    warrant,  and    may    be  such    additional    leave,    according    as     the 

compelled   to   return   on  board  the  vessel,  employee  himself  may  choose, 
the  master   of  a  vessel  violating  the  Act 

being  liable  to  a  penalty  not  less  than  $100  Tariff   Legislation 
and  not  greater  than  $1,000  for  each  and 

every  one  of  such  diseased  immigrants  or  Among  other  Acts  of  the  session  which 

passengers.  are  of  direct   interest   to   labour    may    be 

mentioned  the  Act  to  amend  the  V-ustoms 
The  Chinese  Immigration  Act  of  1900  is  Tariff,  which  permits  all  tools  and  machin- 
revised  in  the  matter  of  the  application  of  ery,  not  manufactured  in  Canada,  neces- 
taxes  and  revenues  derived  from  the  opera-  sary  for  any  factorv  to  be  established  in 
tion  of  the  Act.  After  July  1,  1902,  one-  Canada  for  the  manufacture  of  rifles  for 
half  of  the  net  proceeds  of  taxes  paid  by  the  government,  and  all  materials  or  parts 
Chinese  immigrants  on  entering  Canada  in  the  rough  and  unnnished,  and  screws, 
shall,  at  the  end  of  every  fiscal  year,  be  paid  nuts?  bands  and  springs  t0  be  used  in  rifles 
to  the  province  wherein  they  were  collected,  to  be  manufactured  at  any  such  factory 
the  other  half  to  form  part  of  the  consoli-  for  the  government,,  together  with  charcoal- 
dated  revenue  fund  of  Canada.  making  machinery,  to  be  allowed  in  free  of 

The  Naturalization  Act  is  amended  by  a  u  y# 
number  of  provisions  further  defining  the 

duties  of  clerks  of  courts  in  the  matter  of  Deferred  Legislation. 

the  returns  to    be    made    by    them    as    to  T                 ,.          .,i    .,     ■>     .  -,   ..         £  . , 

..      .  In  connection  with  the  legislation  of  the 

naturalization,  &c.  .          £    ,,       -^      .    .               -,.                  « 

session    of    the    Dominion    parliament     of 


Wages  of  Letter  Carriers. 


1902,  mention  should  also  be  made  of  im- 
portant   measures    which    were    introduced 

The  chief  provisions  of  the  Act  passed  and  received  their  initial  reading    in   the 

to  amend  the  Post  Office  Act  have  refer-  House  of  Commons,  but  were  deferred  for 

ence  to  the  future  pay  of  messengers,  por-  final  consideration  until  next    year.     Two 

ters,  packers,  letter  carriers,  &c,  in  sither  highly  important  bills  from  the  standpoint 

the  outside  or  inside  division  of  the  Post  of  labour  fall  under  this  head,  namely,  the 

Office     Department.      The     employees     in  Bill  providing  for   the   appointment   of   a 

question  are  divided  into  five  groups,  to  be  railway  commission  and  that  recommending 

called  A,  B,  C,  D  and  E  respectively,  with  compulsory  arbitration  in  all  disputes  be- 

salaries  respectively  of  $1.25,  $1.50,  $1.75,  tween   railway   companies   and    their    em- 

$2  and  $2.25  per  day.     After  six  months'  ployees.     Both  of  these  measures  have  been 

probation,  during  which  the  appointee    is  noticed  in  previous  numbers  of  the  Labour 

classed  under  grade  '  A,'  he  may  be  trans-  Gazette.     In  the  May  Gazette  the  reports 

f erred  to  grade  '  B  ' ;  after   2  years'  further  upon  railway  commissions,  rate  grievances 

service  to  grade  (C;  after  two  years'  ser-  and  regulative  legislation  by  Professor  S. 

vice  in  l  C  '  to  grade  '  D  ' ;  and  for  the  per-  J.  McLean,  acting  under  instructions  from 

formance  of  work  of  a  specially  arduous  the  Minister  of  Kailways  and  Canals,  upon 

and   responsible    nature,   promotions    may  which  the  Bill  afterwards  introduced  was 

from  time  to  time  be  made  to  grade  'E.'  based,  were  reviewed  at  some  length,  and  in 

Two  weeks'  leave  of  absence,  with  pay,  is  the  Gazette  for  June  will  be  found  an  ar- 

granted  for  each  year,  and  every  employee  tide  dealing  with  the  proposed  Bill  for  the 

coming  under  the  Act  may  also  on  account  settlement   of   railway   labour   disputes   by 

of  satisfactory    service,  be    granted    addi-  arbitration,  together  with   a   full  copy,   in 

tional  leave  of    absence,  with    pay,   for  a  an  appendix,   of-  the  Bill   in  the   form   in 

period  not  exceeding  10  days  in  each  year,  which  it  received  its  first  reading. 
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STRIKE  OF  TORONTO  STREET  RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES. 


^J0  event  arising  out  of  the  relations  be- 
i  tween  labour  and  capital  in  Canada, 
attracted  more  attention  during  the  month 
than  the  strike  of  the  employees  of  the 
Toronto  Street  Railway  Company,  which 
was  commenced  on  June  21,  and  through 
the  successful  mediation  of  a  voluntary 
committee  of  prominent  business  men  in 
that  city,  was  fortunately  terminated  on 
the  23rd.  The  efforts  of  the  concilia- 
tion committee  to  prevent  a  strike  at 
the  outset,  and  its  success  in  bringing  about 
a  speedy  termination  ;  the  disturbances 
which  threatened,  and  actually  assumed 
proportions  such  as  to  warrant,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  civic  authorities,  the  calling  out 
of  several  companies  of  militia  ;  the  em- 
barrassment to  local  trade,  and  the  incon- 
venience to  the  public  generally,  were  all 
features  of  the  struggle  which  gave  it  spe- 
cial significance,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  the  actual  duration  of  the  strike  was 
not  more  than  three  days. 

The  Demands  of  the  Men. 

On  May  31  a  mass  meeting  of  the  em- 
playees  of  the  company,  comprising  the 
motormen  and  conductors  to  the  number  of 
over  900,  was  held,  and  the  following  de- 
mands adopted  for  presentation  to  the 
company  : — 

(1)  That  the  Toronto  Railway  Company  shall 
recognize  the  union. 

(2)  That  Bro.  James  McDonald  shall  be  re- 
instated by  the  Company. 

(3)  That  the  working  days  shall  consist  of 
nine  hours,  as  nearly  as  the  runs  shall  permit. 

(4)  That  each  conductor  and  motorman  shall 
receive  25  cents  an  hour  and  time  and  a  quarter 
for  Sunday. 

(5)  That  in  the  event  of  the  suspension  of  a 
conductor  or  motorman  an  investigation  shall 
be  held,  and  if  the  employee  is  found  blame- 
less he  shall  be  paid  for  lost  time. 

(6)  That  the  cars  be  cleaned  and  put  in  order 
for  the  conductor  and  motorman  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  the  conductor  and  motorman  shall  keep 
the  inside  and  platforms  of  the  car  clean  while 
on  duty. 

(7)  "Whenever  the  union  shall  require  the  tem- 
porary services  of  any  of  its  members,  such 
member  or  members  shall  get  leave  of  absence 
from  the  company  until  such  services  are  per- 
formed. 

Of  these  demands  the  most  important 
were  the  first,   requesting  the   recognition 


of  the  union,  and  the  fourth,  asking  for  an 
increase  in  the  rate  of  pay  to  conductors 
and  motormen.  Most  of  the  motormen  and 
conductors  in  the  employ  of  the  company 
were  members  of  the  Toronto  Railway 
Employees'  Union  and  Benefit  Society. 
which  is  affiliated  with  the  International 
Street  Railway  Men's  Union,  an  organiza- 
tion having  its  headquarters  at  Detroit, 
Mich.  At  the  time  of  making  the  demand, 
the  rates  being  paid  to  conductors  and 
motormen  were  15  cents  an  hour  for  '  ex- 
tras '  and  18  cents  an  hour  for  l  regulars.' 

The  consideration  of  these  demands  and 
the  knowledge  that  their  rejection  would  be 
followed  by  a  strike,  were  the  occasion  of  a 
number  of  meetings  during  the  week  pre- 
vious to  June  21,  and  the  active  efforts  on 
the  part  of  a  committee  of  the  Toronto 
Board  of  Trade  to  bring  about  some  com- 
promise or  agreement  between  the  company 
and  its  employees  which  might  have  the 
effect  of  preventing  the  threatened  strike. 

The  Attitude  of  the  Company. 

The  attitude  of  the  company  was  first 
made  public  in  a  statement  given  to  the 
press  on  June  13  by  the  President,  follow- 
ing a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
on  that  date.  As  this  statement  of  the  Pre- 
sident presents  the  company's  side  of  the 
case,  it  is  reproduced  herewith. 

'  The  company  has  refused  to  meet  a  com- 
mittee of  the  union  to  discuss  the  several  re- 
solutions which  were  passed  by  the  union  on 
May  31.  If  the  company's  employees  have  any 
grievances  and  will  send  a  deputation  of  em- 
ployees representing  them  as  a  body,  or  if  any 
of  the  employees  have  grievances  and  wish  to 
come  to  the  company  individually,  the  company 
will  be  pleased  to  consider,  as  it  has  always 
done  in  the  past,  their  representations,  whether 
they  refer  to  wages  or  to  other  conditions  of 
employment. 

'  For  some  time  past  I  have  been  making  in- 
vestigations in  reference  to  the  wages  of  em- 
ployees. A  year  ago  last  fall  a  substantial  in- 
crease in  wages  was  granted  by  the  company, 
and  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  find  put 
whether  the  wage  scale  then  established  fairly 
represents  the  wages  now  paid  to  employees 
working  under  similar  conditions.  I  had  about 
completed  my  investigations  when  a  letter  was 
received  from  the  union  asking  for  recognition 
of  the  union,  the  reinstatement  of  a  man  who 
had  been  discharged  from  the  company's  ser- 
vice for  good  cause,  and  other  matters  which. 
complicate    the    situation. 


36 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


July,  1902 


'There  is  another  point  of  very  great  intarest 
to  all  Canadians,  whether  employers  of  labour 
or  otherwise.  It  is  this  :  The  Toronto  Railway 
Company  is  virtually  asked  to  recognize,  and 
in  a  sense,  put  itself  under  the  control  of  a 
labour  union  whose  headquarters  and  managing 
officers  are  in  the  United  States.  I  have  never 
yet  known  a  case  where  a  street  railway  or  any 
other  company  employing  labour  in  the  United 
States  has  allowed  itself  to  be  dictated  to  by 
Canadians.  Any  one  can  see,  that  foreign  con- 
trol of  such  Canadian  institutions  as  ours  might 
lead  to  very  grave  consequences,  and  is  mani- 
festly unfair,  not  only  to  us,  but  to  all  Cana- 
dians whatsoever.  If  this  foreign  intervention 
with  Canadian  concerns  is  to  be  tolerated,  then, 
so  far  as  I  can  see,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
a  few  American  labour  leaders  from  tying  up 
every  Canadian  street  railway,  steam  railway, 
and  factory  whenever  it  suits  them  to  do  so.' 

The  letter  containing  the  demands  of 
the  employees  was  sent  to  the  company  on 
the  9th  of  the  month,  and  another  letter 
was  sent  on  the  11th  asking  for  a  reply. 
On  the  13th,  the  same  day  on  which  the 
President  of  the  company  issued  his  state- 
ment, the  manager  of  the  company  replied 
to  the  secretary  of  the  committee  of  the 
union  to  the  effect  that  the  company  was 
not  prepared  to  receive  a  deputation  from 
the  union  to  discuss  the  grievances  of  its 
employees. 

The  publication  of  the  statement  of  the 
president  of  the  Street  Railway  Company 
and  the  reply  of  the  manager  was  followed 
by  a  pretty  general  feeling  in  the  public 
mind  that  a  strike  of  the  employees  would 
likely  ensue  at  any  moment,  and  that  the 
city  might,  within  a  few  hours,  see  the 
commencement  of  a  protracted  struggle 
recalling  a  similar  one  of  some  years  ago. 
About  the  same  time  the  chairman  of  the 
Executive  Board  of  the  International  Street 
Railway  Men's  Union  arrived  in  the  city, 
having  come,  as  he  stated,  prepared  and 
anxious  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
prevent  an  open  conflict,  but  with  authority 
on  behalf  of  the  International  Union  to 
sanction  the  declaration  of  a  strike,  if  ne- 
cessary. 

Preliminary  Negotiations. 

In  the  reply  of  the  Manager  of  the  Street 
Eailway  Company,  stating  that  the  com- 
pany was  not  willing  to  discuss  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  union,  the  manager  said  that 


he  would  be  pleased  to  receive  the  employees 
either  individually  or  as  a  deputation  from 
the  body  of  the  employees  to  consider  any 
representations  that  they  might  have  to 
make  either  in  regard  to  the  rate  of  wages 
or  other  conditions  of  employment.  On 
receipt  of  this  letter  a  reply  was  sent  to 
the  manager  asking  the  company  to  meet  a 
committee  of  the  employees — not  a  com- 
mittee of  the  union.  With  this  request 
was  expressed  the  opinion  that  at  such  a 
meeting  matters  could  be  amicably  settled 
satisfactorily  to  both  parties  concerned.  If, 
however,  no  settlement  could  be  reached, 
as  a  last  resort  the  men  wished  to 
agree  to  arbitrate  the  matters  in  dis- 
pute, the  arbitration  board  to  consist  of 
three  disinterested  citizens,  one  to  be 
chosen  by  the  company,  one  by  the  men,  and 
the  two  thus  selected  to  choose  a  third,  the 
decision  of  such  board  to  be  final  and 
binding  upon  both  parties.  The  Manager 
of  the  company  in  reply  to  this  last  com- 
munication, stated  that  if  the  persons  who 
had  signed  the  letter,  represented  the  mo- 
tormen  and  conductors  of  the  company,  and 
could  produce  credentials  to  that  effect,  he 
would  immediately  bring  their  proposition 
before  the  board,  and  get  their  instructions, 
and  he  had  no  doubt  that  an  immediate  ap- 
pointment could  be  arranged  to  discuss  any- 
thing suggested.  This,  however,  was  not 
effected  on  that  day. 

Friendly  Intervention  of  Conciliation 
Committee. 

A  mass  meeting  of  the  motormen  and 
conductors,  open  to  all  employees,  was  held 
on  the  evening  of  the  16th,  and  was  largely 
attended.  About  one  o'clock  in  the  morning 
a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  com- 
posed of  Messrs.  A.  E.  Ames,  J.  B.  Allen, 
W.  J.  Gage  and  Paul  Jarvis,  were  admitted, 
and  spoke  briefly  to  the  meeting,  urging 
strongly  that  a  final  effort  in  favour  of  ar- 
bitration be  made  before  any  strike  should 
be  declared.  The  meeting  informed  the 
committee  that  the  only  condition  on  which 
they  would  delay  a  declaration  of  a  strike 
was  an  assurance  from  the  company  of  an 
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undisputed  character,  that  every  man  being 
trained  on  the  cars  at  that  time  would  be 
taken  off,  and  all  men  who  had  been  brought 
into  the  city  within  the  few  days  previous 
to  take  the  places  of  the  men  be  immediately 
sent  away  to  the  places  from  which  they 
came.  The  committee  left  the  hall  at 
two  o'clock  to  consult  with  the  general 
manager  and  other  officers  at  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  company,  and  at  four  in  the 
morning  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  returned  with  the  statement  that  af- 
ter a  conference  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  it  was  resolved  to  have 
a  mass  meeting  of  all  the  employees  called 
by  the  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  be  held  that  day  at  midnight  ;  that  the 
officers  of  the  company  had  agreed  to  re- 
ceive a  committee  appointed  by  this  meet- 
ing and  discuss  their  differences,  and  that 
in  the  meantime  the  company  agreed  to 
take  off,  during  the  negotiations  all  the 
spare  men  they  had  put  on  the  cars  during 
the  week  previous.  This  was  Tuesday 
morning,  the  18th  inst.,  and  in  this  way 
the  strike  on  that  day  was  averted. 

From  Tuesday  until  Saturday  morning, 
when  a  strike  was  finally  declared,  there  were 
continuous  meetings  and  negotiations  be- 
tween the  men  and  the  company  carried  on 
by  the  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade, 
acting  as  voluntary  conciliators.  Although 
during  this  time  it  was  impossible  to  bring 
about  an  agreement  between  the  two  par- 
ties, a  great  deal  was,  nevertheless,  effected 
in  the  way  of  obtaining  concessions  from 
each  side  which  tended  to  bring  the  parties, 
so  far  at  least  as  the  terms  of  dispute  were 
concerned,  closer  together.  An  increase  of 
wages  all  round,  according  to  a  specified 
scale,  was  offered  by  the  company  ;  an  in- 
crease in  wages  for  Sunday  work  conceded; 
the  demand  asking  the  company  to  have 
the  cars  cleaned  for  the  motormen  and  con- 
ductors in  the  morning  granted  ;  and  the 
right  to  appeal  to  the  General  Manager  at 
any  time  granted  to  any  men  who  believed 
themselves  to  be  suffering  an  injustice 
through  suspension  without  just  cause.  The 
following  is,  in  substance,  the  statement 
made  to  the  men  at  the  time  the  committee 


of  the  mass  meeting,  which  had  ben  called 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  committee  was  re- 
ceived, and  which  statement  was  subse- 
quently taken  as  the  company's  ultimatum : 
Wages    to   be   increased   as   follows  :  — 

(1)  First  year  of  service,  from  15  to  17  cents 
per  hour  ;  second  year,  161  to  18  cents  ;  3rd, 
4th  and  5th  years,  from  17  to  19  cents  per  hour; 
6th  to  10th  year,  from  IS  to  20  cents  per  hour; 
and  after  the  10th  year  to  21  cents  per  hour. 

(2)  For  Sunday  work  an  increase  of  wages  so 
as  to  make  the  earnings  on  that  date  equal  to 
those  of  week  days. 

(3)  The  company  to  undertake  to  have  cars 
cleaned  ready  for  the  men,  hut  the  men  to 
report  ahead  of  time  as  formerly  without  addi- 
tional  pay. 

(4)  The  company  to  undertake  to  prevent,  as 
far  as  possible,  any  injustice  from  suspension 
without  just  cause,  and  all  employees  to  have 
the  right  of  appeal  without  prejudice  to  th?ir 
position  to  the  general  manager. 

The  men  on  their  part,  had  at  the  time 
of  the  joint  conference  between  their  com- 
mittee and  the  company,  ceased  to  press 
the  claim  that  one  of  the  discharged  mem- 
bers of  the  union  should  be  reinstated, 
while  the  demand  for  the  recognition  of 
the  union  was  not  pressed  in  set  terms,  al- 
though a  grievance  committee  was  asked 
for.  And  instead  of  the  demand  asking  for 
a  flat  rate  of  25  cents  per  hour,  a  wage 
scale  of  18  to  20  cents  an  hour  for  the  first 
year,  and  20  cents  an  hour  thereafter  all 
round  was  substituted. 

The  Strike  Declared. 

Even  with  these  concession  on  both 
sides  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the 
parties  together  in  final  settlement  and 
the  company  refused  its  consent  to  ar- 
bitration. Negotiations  to  secure  an 
agreement  or  to  effect  an  arbitration 
having  failed,  a  vote  on  the  declaration 
of  a  strike  was  finally  taken  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  men  commenced  at  midnight 
of  June  20  and  which  lasted  until  8  o'clock 
of  the  following  morning.  At  this  meeting 
a  motion  to  accept  the  company's  offer  was 
put,  but  rejected  by  two-thirds  of  the  men 
voting.  A  subsequent  vote  taken  by  secret 
ballot  on  the  declaration  of  a  strike  was 
carried  almost  unanimously,  there  being 
918  votes  cast  for  a  strike  and  only  one 
against  it  ;  while  15  of  those  present  did 
not  vote.    A  feature  of  the  meeting  was  an 
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offer  made  by  President  Ames,  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  to  deposit  a  cheque  for  $10,000  in 
favour  of  the  employees  of  the  company  on 
condition  that  in  the  event  of  no  strike 
having  taken  place  after  the  end  of  a  year, 
the  employees  were  to  have  this  amount  in 
support  of  their  pension  fund. 

The  issue  at  the  time  of  the  strike  had 
narrowed  itself  down  to  a  consideration  of 
virtually  two  demands  ;  an  increase  of 
wages  to  18  cents  an  hour  for  the  first  year 
and  20  cents  an  hour  afterwards,  and  the 
recognition  of  a  grievance  committee.  The 
insistence  upon  the  latter  demand  was 
claimed  by  the  men  to  be  due  to  their  fear 
that  an  acceptance  of  the  company's  terms 
might  be  followed  by  the  gradual  dismissal 
of  the  influential  men  of  the  union  which 
they  would  be  powerless  to  oppose. 

Three  Days  of  Industrial  War. 

The  effect  of  the  decision  of  the  meeting 
on  Friday  night  was  to  completely  suspend 
all  operations  on  any  of  the  company's 
lines  in  the  city  on  Saturday.  Even  the 
suburban  lines  of  the  company  were  af- 
fected. Immediately  both  sides  commenced 
preparations  for  a  protracted  struggle,  the 
company  making  efforts  to  bring  in  new 
hands  from  outside  the  city  to  replace  the 
strikers  and  to  hire  others  in  the  city  ; 
the  men  to  engage  busses  and  other  vehi- 
cles with  a  view  to  providing  an  opposition 
service.  The  company  made  no  attempt  to 
run  any  cars  on  Saturday,  but  on  Sunday 
morning  an  effort  was  made  to  start  out  cars 
from  two  of  the  barns.  A  crowd  of  sym- 
pathizers having  assembled  near  one  of  the 
barns,  this  attempt  was  frustrated  by  the 
violence  which  threatened.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  presence  of  a  considerable  detach- 
ment of  police,  volleys  of  stones  were  thrown 
at  the  first  car  run  out,  smashing  all  of  the 
windows  and  making  it  necessary  for  those 
in  charge  to  abandon  the  car  when  only  a 
short  way  out.  Four  other  cars  were  sent 
out,  and  in  every  case  the  windows  were 
smashed  and  those  handling  them  driven 
away.  One  or  two  persons  were  also  struck 
and  more  or  less  severely  wounded  by  flying 


missiles.  Similar  scenes  took  place  at  the 
other  barns  and  the  officers  of  the  company, 
after  holding  a  consultation,  decided  that  it 
would  be  putting  the  lives  of  the  men  in 
needless  peril  to  run  cars  without  further 
protection  and  announced  that  the  attempt 
would  be  abandoned  until  Monday  morn- 
ing. The  company  then  proceeded  to  make 
a  demand  for  more  protection,  and  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  the  mayor  and  other  civic 
officers  having  held  a  consultation,  a  formal 
requisition  was  made  upon  the  military 
authorities  for  a  force  of  militia.  The  dis- 
trict officer  commanding  issued  orders  call- 
ing out  700  cavalry  at  the  time  in  camp  on 
the  Niagara  Common,  and  700  of  the  men 
of  the  city  regiments.  Disturbances  of 
greater  or  less  magnitude  occurred  on  Sun- 
day afternoon  and  evening  about  the  barns 
of  the  company,  a  considerable  amount  of 
damage  being  done  to  the  company's  pro- 
perty. It  was  pretty  generally  conceded, 
however,  that  the  strikers  themselves  were 
not  responsible  for  these  violations  of  the 
peace,  but  that  they  were  the  mistaken  ac- 
tions of  local  sympathizers. 

Final  Peace  Negotiations. 

Meantime,  the  conciliatory  committee  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  was  again  at  work,  still 
endeavouring  to  effect  a  settlement  between 
the  two  parties.  Between  10  and  11  o'clock 
on  Monday  morning  the  militia,  not  having 
been  as  yet  distributed  about  the  city,  the 
conciliation  committee  was  able  to  bring 
to  the  committee  of  the  men  a  proposition 
which  made  the  prospect  of  a  settlement 
possible.  At  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  a 
general  meeting  of  the  strikers  was  held. 
At  3.15  an  agreement  was  signed  by  the 
company  and  submitted  to  the  meeting.  It 
conceded  the  18  and  20  cent  scale  asked  for 
in  the  event  of  such  a  scale  being  regarded 
by  the  employees  as  preferable  to  the  one 
offered  by  the  company  in  its  ultimatum. 
While  declining  to  give  recognition  to  the 
union  or  to  receive  a  grievance  committee 
from  the  union,  it  conceded  the  rights  of 
the  street  railway  employees  to  organize 
under   any  form   of  constitution,   and  the 
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right  of  any  employee  who  might  be  sus- 

i 

pended  or  dismissed,  or  having  any  griev- 
ance, to  appeal  in  person  to  the  general 
manager  and  bring  with  him  such  of  his 
fellow  employees  or  fellow  witnesses  as 
might  have  any  knowledge  of  the  facts  and 
circumstances  of  the  case.  The  request  to' 
have  the  cars  cleaned  for  the  motormen  and 
conductors  in  the  morning  and  a  Sunday 
increase  were  also  conceded.  This  agree- 
ment when  submitted  to  the  men  was  una- 
nimously accepted,  and  having  already 
the  signature  of  the  manager  of  the  com- 
pany and  the  committee  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  it  was  also  subsequently  signed  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  men. 

Text  of  the  Settlement. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  text  of  the 
agreement  : — 

'The  wage  scale  which  has  been  establish  d 
(viz.)-'  first  year  increased  from  15c  to  17c- 
second  year  increased  from  16§c.  to  18c;  third, 
fourth  and  fifth  years  from  17c.  to  19c;  after 
fifth  year  to  tenth  year  from  18c  to  20c  and 
after  tenth  year  increased  from  18c  to  21c 
to  stand  until  the  first  of  July.     In  the  mean- 


time the  employees  may  hold  a  meeting  to  be 
called  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
committee,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  regular 
and  relief  men  vote  by  ballot  to  substitute  the 
scale  of  18  cents  per  hour  for  first  year  of  ser- 
vice and  20  cents  thereafter,  the  company  will 
substitute  it  for  the  present  scale. 

'  The  company  will  not  interfere  with  the  free- 
dom of  the  railway  employees  to  organize  under 
any  form  of  constitution,  but  the  company  de- 
cline to  give  recognition  to  the  union,  or  to 
receive  a  grievance  committee  from  the  union, 
but  any  employee  who  may  have  been  suspend- 
ed or  dismissed,  or  who  may  have  any  other 
grievance,  shall  have  the  right  of  an  appeal  in 
person  to  the  general  manager,  and  to  bring 
with  him  such  of  his  fellow-employees  or  other 
witnesses  who  may  have  any  knowledge  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case. 

'  The  company  agree  that  the  cars  shall  be 
cleaned  for  the  motormen  and  conductors,  but 
that  the  motormen  and  coaduclors  will  report 
fifteen  minutes  ahead  of  time,  as  at  present, 
without  additional  pay,  and  will  keep  the  in- 
side and  platform  of  their  cars  clean  as  fomer- 
ly  while  on  duty  ;  that  on  Sunday  the  increase 
shall  be  such  as  to  make  the  day  equal  to  a 
working  day  in  the  we?k.' 

The  agreement  having  been  signed,  the 
men  returned  to  work.  On  the  morning  of 
June  25  they  unanimously  decided  in  fav- 
vour  of  their  own  scale  of  wages,  18  cents 
per  hour  for  the  first  year  employees  and  20 
cents  per  hour  for  all  over  that  period. 


ROYAL   COMMISSION   ON   CHINESE  AND  JAPANESE  IMMIGRATION— JAP- 
ANESE REPORT. 


IN  the  Labour  Gazette  for  April  a  synop- 
sis was  given  of  Part  I  of  the  report  of 
the  Royal  Commission  appointed  by  the  Do- 
minion government  in  September,  1900,  for 
the  purpose  of  investigating  and  reporting 
upon  the  question  of  Chinese  and  Japanese 
immigration  into  Canada.*  As  was  then 
pointed  out,  Part  I  was  laid  upon  the 
table  of  parliament  late  in  February 
of  this  year,  and  contained  the  find- 
ing of  the  Commission  and  the  gen- 
eral expression  of  its  views  in  regard 
to  that  portion  of  the  subject  which 
had  particular  reference  to  the  immigra- 
tion of  Chinese.     Part    II  of    the  report, 

*  Readers  of  the  Gazette  are  referred  to  the 
April  issue  for  an  account  of  thje  appointment 
and  sittings  of  the  Commission,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral direction  along  which  the  inquiry  was  con- 
ducted. 


which  deals  exclusively  with  the  Japanese 
side  of  the  question,  and  which,  therefore, 
in  conjunction  with  Part  I,  completes  the 
Commission's  survey  of  the  question  of 
oriental  immigration,  was  presented  to 
parliament. 

In  point  of  bulk,  Part  II  of  the  Commis- 
sioners' report  is  of  less  importance  than 
that  relating  to  the  Chinese,  amounting  to 
a  little  under  300  pages  of  typewritten  copy, 
whereas  Part  I  extended  to  more  than 
three  times  that  length.  The  reason  of 
this  briefer  treatment  is  that  much  that 
was  said  in  Part  I  as  to  the  effect  of  Chi- 
nese immigration  on  the  various  industries 
and  economic  conditions  of  British  Colum- 
bia applies,  with  equal  force,  to  the  Jap- 
anese, and  has,  therefore,  not  been  restat- 
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ed.  The  Commission  desired  to  examine 
separately  the  two  natural  divisions  into 
which  the  subject  fell,  and  thus  to  simpli- 
fy its  investigations  so  far  as  practicable. 
In  many  instances,  however,  the  separation 
was  found  impossible.  Part  II  is  therefore 
to  be  considered  merely  as  supplementary 
to  Part  I,  and  reference  must  be  had  to 
the  earlier  portion  of  the  report  for  a  fuller 
treatment  of  the  whole  subject.  There 
were  found,  however,  certain  questions  and 
certain  industries  in  British  Columbia 
peculiarly  affected  by  the  presence  of  Jap- 
anese labour,  and  it  is  to  this  aspect  of  the 
situation,  namely,  those  industries  and 
those  alone,  in  which  Japanese  are  largely 
employed,  to  which  attention  is  invited  in 
the  second  division  of  the  Commissioners' 
report.  These  industries  are  chiefly  fish- 
ing and  lumbering,  and  the  other  employ- 
ments incidental  to  these,  such  as  boat- 
building, cord-wood  cutting,  getting  out  of 
shingle  bolts,  &c. 

Japanese  Immigration  Statistics. 
Between  1896,  prior  to  which  year  no 
record  was  kept  of  the  numbers  of  Jap- 
anese arriving  in  British  Columbia,  and 
June  20,  1901,  some  13,913  Japanese  were 
landed  at  the  city  of  Victoria,  of  which 
number  11,272  were  reported  as  arriving 
between  July  1,  1899,  and  August  30,  1900. 
In  the  United  States,  during  1900,  a  simi- 
lar increase  in  the  number  of  Japanese  en- 
tering the  country  was  experienced,  the  rea- 
son for  the  sudden  rise  in  the  tide  of  im- 
migration being,  on  eminent  authority,  the 
prosperity  of  the  country,  the  appearance 
of  bubonic  plague  at  Honolulu,  which  di- 
verted large  numbers  of  Japanese  intended 
for  the  Sandwich  Islands  to  the  American 
continent,  and  the  exceptional  activity  of 
immigration  agencies  in  Japan  during  that 
period.  The  sudden  falling-ofT  in  Jap- 
anese immigration  which  has  followed,  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  action  of  the  Jap- 
anese government  in  restricting  the  depar- 
ture of  its  subjects  for  Canadian  and 
American  ports. 

The  Commissioner  sent  to  Japan  by  the 
United  States  government  in  1898,  in  or- 


der to  investigate  the  subject  of  Japanese 
immigration  to  the  United  States,  is  quot- 
ed in  the  report  of  the  Canadian  Commis- 
sioners in  this  connection,  in  regard  to  cer- 
tain interesting  and  highly  important  pro- 
visions of  the  Japanese  law  relating  to  im- 
migration.    He  says  : — 

Under  the  Japanese  law  every  subject  is  re- 
gistered in  his  native  prefecture,  which  he  may 
not  leave  without  permission  of  the  authorities 
and  from  which  he,  or  she,  must  obtain  their 
passport,  when  they  desire  to  emigrate.  Inas- 
much as  the  government  claims  the  perpetual 
allegiance  of  its  subjects,  it  grants  a  passport, 
limited  to  three  years,  and  I  was  informed  that 
a  large  part  of  the  emigrants  who  thus  go 
abroad  return  to  their  native  land  sooner  or 
later,  and  consequently  few  Japanese,  and  in- 
deed I  may  say  none,  come  to  the  United  States 
with  a  view  of  remaining  or  making  homes,  the 
theory  of  their  emigration  system  being  for  thi 
promotion  of  emigration  as  an  educational  pro- 
cess and  money-making  investment  for  a  tem- 
porary period,  the  profits  of  which  accrus 
jointly  to  the  promoter  and  to  the  emigrant, 
the  Japanese  empire  being  the  recipient  of 
what  may  be  described  as  the  unearned  incre- 
ment through  its  people  that  thus  go  abroad, 
through  their  contact  with  more  enlightened 
people,  and  by  reason  of  the  accumulated  capi- 
tal, which  they  return  to  their  native  land.  I 
is  through  the  tenacious  allegiance  which  tho 
subjects  of  Japan  yield  to  their  sovereign  that 
the  promotion  of  emigration  becomes  a  reason- 
bly  safe  business. 

The  same  authority  is  quoted  further  on 
in  reference  to  the  care  with  which  the 
Japanese  government,  before  granting  a 
passport,  requires  every  emigrant  to  pro- 
vide sureties  for  his  return  to  his  nativo 
country  in  case  of  need. 

The  Japanese  at  Home. 

With  a  population  of  43  millions,  or 
about  293  to  the  square  mile,  Japan  pos- 
sesses manufacturing  interests  of  no  incon- 
siderable extent,  though  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  live  by  farming,  including  under 
the  latter  term,  silk  raising  and  fishing. 
From  100  to  150  yen  per  annum  ($50  to 
$75)  is  the  average  income  of  a  Japanese 
family  of  four.  Their  implements  are  of 
the  most  primitive  character,  and  the 
allotment  of  land  to  the  family  or  indi- 
vidual is,  in  most  cases,  less  than  an  acre. 
Over-population  and  the  fact  that  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country  are  inca- 
pable of  further  expansion,  has  reduced  tho 
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value  of  labour  in  Japan  below  a  decent  together.    A  number  of  witnesses  agreed  in 

living  point,  with  the  result  that  the  labour  considering  them  cleanly  in  habits,  indus- 

which  she  has  to  send  abroad  is  almost  pan-  trious  and  intelligent,  and  as  being  capable 

per  labour.     From  a  table  prepared  by  the  of  taking  a  place  among  the  civilized  na- 

California  Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  in  tions  of  the  world.     The  Japanese  is  more 

1897,    it    appears    that    wages    in    Japan,  like   the  white  man   than   the   Chinese   in 

which  had  greatly  increased  with  the  sev-  conforming  with  the  manners  and  customs 

eral  years  prior  to  that  date,  were  still  at  of  the  country  in  which  he  is  an  immi- 

the  following  very    low    figures  :— Black-  grant.      Other    witnesses,    however,    found 

smiths,  24  cents  per  day  ;  brickmakers,  28  them  equally  as  dirty  as  the  Chinese  and 

cents  ;  carpenters,  24  cents  ;  labourers,  17  considered   them    to    constitute    an   equal 

cents  ;  servants,  $1.41  per  month  ;    shoe-  menace  to  the  health  of  any  community  in 

makers,  19  cents  a  day  ;  tailors,  183  cents  which   they   might   dwell.      Their    average 

a  day,  &c.  wage  in  British  Columbia  is  from  90  cents 

The  evidence  of  witnesses,  reproduced  in 
the  report,  is  crowded  v*ith  interesting  de-  ,  ,  . 
tails  as  to  the  life  of  the  common  people  °  J 
of  Japan.  The  Chinese,  it  seems,  have  an  The  Commission  begins  its  survey  of 
extraordinary  reputation  in  Japan  for  up-  the  industries  of  the  province  chiefly 
Tightness  in  money  matters,  and  are  em-  affected  by  Japanese  labour,  with  an  ex- 
ployed  in  nearly  all  the  business  houses  amination  0f  conditions  in  the  fishing  in- 
and  banks  of  the  country.  Japanese  vil-  dustry,  as  that  in  which  the  presence  of 
lages  are  cleaner  and  prettier,  as  well  as  japanese  competition  is  most  keenly  felt. 
flimsier  than  those  of  China.  Their  The  extent  to  which  they  have  encroached 
houses  are  roomy,  partitioned  by  sliding  upon  this  business  may  be  appreciated  from 
frames  or  folding  screens,  but  are  almost  the  fact  that  in  1896j  out  of  a  total  of 
utterly  devoid  of  furniture,  the  people  3^533  iicenses  issued  in  British  Columbia, 
sleeping  on  the  mats  of  straw  or  rushes  £52  went  to  Japaiiese,  while  in  1901,  out  of 
that  cover  the  floors.  An  ordinary  house  4^22  licenses  so  granted,  the  Japanese 
in  Japan  costs  about  $20.  The  wants  of  took  out  1)958>  Moreover,  the  increase  in 
the  Japanese  are  very  few,  and  are  easily  the  number  of  licenses  is  in  direct  propor- 
supplied.  Their  clothing  in  particular  is  tion  and  corresponds  to  the  increased  num- 
scant  and  inexpensive.  Marriage  is  uni-  ber  taken  out  by  the  Japanese.  There  are 
versal-  at   least   4,000    Japanese    directly   engaged 

m-u     t                  .     tj  •!•  1.  n  i       -U-  m  the  fishing  business  in  British  Colum->~ 

The  Japanese  in  British  Columbia.  .  .        .     „  ,  e          A,     T                    .  .      , 

bia.    As  fishermen,  the  Japanese  work  hard 

The   prices   charged  by   steamship   com-  when  the  fish  are  scarce.     As  to  whether 

panies  for  bringing  the  Japanese  to  Amer-  the  overcrowding  of  the  Fraser  Kiver  with 

4ga  range  from  $7  to  $30  a  head.     Once  fishermen  was  largely  owing  to  the  immi- 

j     landed   in   Canada,   the   Japanese,   for   the  gration  of  Japanese,  the  majority  of  the 

most  part,  lay  aside  their  native  costume,  witnesses    summoned   before   the    Commis- 

except    in   their    homes,    though    retaining  sion  agreed  that  it  was.     That  the  Japan- 

their    national    habits    as    to    food,    which  ese  were  taking  the  places  of  white  men  as 

consists    almost   wholly    of    rice,    fish    and  fishermen,  and  that  a  white  population  "is 

vegetables.     The   average   Japanese   immi-  thereby   prevented   from   coming   into   the 

grant  has  from  $30  to  $40  in  money  on  his  country,  is  generally  admitted.     A  number 

arrival.    The  laws  of  sanitation  seem  to  be  of  the  chiefs  of  different  Indian  tribes  were 

pretty   well   understood   in   Japan,   and   in  also    examined   by   the    Commissioners   on 

America    the    Japanese    do    not    show    the  these     points.       They     unanimously     and 

same   tendency    as    the    Chinese   to    crowd  strongly    protested    against    the    admission 
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of  the  Japanese  as  having  driven  the  In-  and  in  the  absence  of  a  competing  factory 
dians  out  of  employment  and  reduced  them  employing  Japanese  labour.  This  bring- 
to  the  verge  of  starvation.  Several  offi-  ing  down  of  prices  by  cheap  labour  can 
cials  also  gave  evidence  as  to  the  number  only  be  cured,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
of  licenses  issued,  and  the  obtaining  of  the  mission,  by  the  removal  of  the  labour  in 
same  by  the   Japanese  by  fraudulent   na-  question. 


turalization  papers.  That  the  Japanese 
become  naturalized,  not  in  order  to  be- 
come citizens  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the 
term,  but  in  order  to  obtain  fishing  licenses, 
is  the  prevailing  belief.  Practically  none 
of  the  Japanese  of  the  fishing  class  bring 
their  families  with  them,  and  '  it  is  not 
right,  according  to  the  conclusion  reached 
by  the  Commission,  '  that  t'his  important 
industry  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  a 
class  who  are  foreigners  and  who  do  not 
assist  in  settling  the  country  with  a  per- 
manent class  of  citizens.' 


The  Lumber  Industry. 


The  Japanese  are  not  employed  in  lum- 
ber camps,  but  in  the  mills  they  have  large- 
ly driven  the  Chinese  out  of  the  business 
during  the  last  few  years.  There  are  at 
present  about  500  Japanese  engaged  in 
this  industry.  As  to  their  capacity  for 
work,  a  number  of  mill-owners  stated  that 
about  one-third  of  the  Japanese  were  as 
efficient  as  white  men,  while  of  the  rest, 
two  whites  were  equal  to  three  Japanese. 

(The    cheapness    of   Japanese   labour   influ- 
ences a  number  of  managers  in  its  favour, 
°  while  others  declare  that  in  the  long  run, 

Until  a  few  years  ago  the  important  in-  white  labour  would  be  equally  as  cheap, 
dustry  of  boat-building  in  British  Colum-  Unskilled  labour  earns  from  $1.75  to  $2  a 
bia  was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Canadians.  da?  in  lumbering.  The  American  mills 
To-day,  with  the  exception  of  one  large  manage  very  well  without  Japanese  labour, 
manufacturing  firm,  it  has  passed  almost  and  this  fact>  together  with  a  large  body 
entirely  under  the  control  of  the  Japan-  of  evidence  that  went  to  show  that  there 
ese,  who  make  not  only  their  own  fishing  were  already  sufficient  Japanese  in  the 
boats,  but  also  a  large  number  of  those  country  for  the  present  requirements  of 
employed  by  white  fishermen,  including  the  the  industry  and  for  some  years  to  come, 
more  expensive  and  seaworthy  boats  that  influenced  the  Commission  in  believing 
are  used  at  the  mouth  of  the  Fraser  and  that  if  no  more  Japanese  were  brought  into 
in  the  Gulf  of  Georgia.  The  Commission  the  country,  the  change  from  Japanese  to 
regards  these  tendencies  in  a  very  import-  white  labour  in  the  mills  would  take  place 
ant  industry  as  a  serious  matter.  A  number  .gradually,  and  without  serious  loss  to  the 
of  witnesses  gave  evidence  as  to  the  deadly/  business.  As  the  lumbering  industry  <  is 
effect  of  Japanese  competition.  As  a  mat-S>ne  of  the  few  that  Sives  employment  the 
ter  of  fact,  white  boat-builders  who  for-  /year  round>  ix  is  of  »reat  importance  that 
merly  earned  from  $2.50  to  $3  per  day  have  ( [t  should  give  employment  to  white  labour, 
been  completely  driven  out  of  employment  ^nd  so  build  UP  a  Permanent  community/ 
in  British  Columbia.  If  the  fishermen  gain  In  the  industries  which  are  grouped  as 
by  the  cheaper  price  at  which  boats  of  accessories  to  the  lumbering  business  such 
Japanese  manufacture  are  sold  to  them,  as  the  manufacture  of  shingle  b^lrs.  min- 
they  lose  by  the  increased  efficiency  thus    ing    timber    and    cord-wood,    the    Japanese 


given  to  the  competition  of  Japanese  fish- 
ermen. The  manager  of  the  single  boat- 
building factory  which  at  present  exists  in 
the  province  stated  that  the  existence  of 
the  industry  depended  upon  the  fact,  that 


have  also  gradually  driven  out  both  white 
men.  and  the  Chinese.  One  manufacturer, 
out  of  a  total  expenditure  of  $44,000,  paid 
only  $14,000  to  white  labour.  As  the  largest 
shingle  mill  in  the  world,  situated  in  Fair- 


the    Japanese    do    not    employ    machinery,    haven,  'Washington,  does  not  employ  Japan- 
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ese  or  Chinese  labour,  the  same  being  true 
also  of  the  other  large  mills  of  the  State 
of  Washington,  the  Commission  thinks  .it 
clear  that  the  similar  industries  of  Bri- 
tish Columbia  need  not  depend  upon 
Japanese  labour  for  their  supply  of  raw 
materia],  while  it  finds  that  the  Japanese 
monopoly  of  this  branch  of  the  business 
seriously  handicaps  the  white  settler  while 
engaged  in  clearing  his  land. 

Other  Occupations. 

Short  reviews  are  given  in  the  report  of 
the  effect  of  the  competition  of  Japanese 
labour  in  the  following  industries  : — ■ 

(1.)  The  Japanese  have  only  found  em- 
ployment in  recent  years  in  the  coal  mines 
of  the  province,  and  to  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent. About  102  are  employed  at  the  Union 
Mines,  and  100  at  Extension  Mines,  so  that 
they  cannot  be  regarded  as  essential  in 
this  branch  of  the  industry.  A  few  Japan- 
ese find  employment  in  the  metalliferous 
mines  near  Victoria  and  on  Texada  Island, 
but  the  number  is  insignificant.  About 
100  have  displaced  Chinese  in  the  Cariboo 
country,  where  about  100  are  now  em- 
ployed. 

(2.)  With   the   exception   of   the   C.P.R 
system,   the   Japanese   are   employed   upon 
the  railways  of  the  province.    About  70  are 
engaged  steadily  upon  the  Pacific  Division 
of  the  C.P.R.  as  sectionmen,  or  extra  gang 
men,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  the 
^number  is  as  high  as  300.     They  are  paid 
(       $1.10    per    day,    where    white    men   receive 
J  $1.25  to  $1.50.     According  to  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  division,  the  Japanese  are 
(^better  labourers  than  the  Italians,  but  as 
/the  whole  number  of  men  employed  on  the 
/  division  in  question  is  nearly  5,000,  it  will 
be  seen  that  their  proportion  to  the  whole 
is  very  small. 

(3.)  The  Japanese  make  excellent  sailors, 
and  are  engaged,  accordingly,  to  a  limited 
extent  in  sealing.  They  are  poor  hunters, 
however,  and  are  employed  in  this  industry 
chiefly  as  boat-pullers  and  boat-steerers. 

(4.)  As  domestic  servants  the  Japanese 
are  not  employed  to  the  same  extent  as  the 


Chinese,  nor  are  their  wages  as  high,  nor 
do  they  give  the  same  satisfaction.  In 
Victoria,  out  of  139  males,  57  find  employ- 
ment in  this  branch  of  service. 

(5.)  As  farmers  and  market  gardeners 
they  are  poorly  thought  of,  and  find  little 
employment. 

(6.)  There  are  a  few  Japanese  tailors, 
but  their  numbers  are  very  limited. 

Popular  Opinion  in  Eegard  to  the 
Japanese. 

A   thorough    canvass    was   made   by   the 
Commission  as  to  the  general  consensus  of 
opinion  in  British   Columbia   with  regard 
to  Japanese  as  immigrants,  and  the  inquiry 
was  also  extended  in  this  particular  to  the 
United   States.     As* a   rule,   the   Japanese 
are  regarded  as  more   dangerous   competi- 
tors   to    white    labour    than    the    Chinese. 
They  are  more  independent,  energetic,  apt, 
and   ready    to    adopt   the   methods    of    the 
white   man,    availing   themselves    of   every 
opportunity   to   learn   English   and   gener- 
ally adapting  themselves  as  well  as  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  residence  in  the  coun- 1 
try  will  permit,  to  the  conditions  prevail- , 
ing  among  the  whites.     They  are  possibly 
less    reliable    than    the    Chinese,  and  fall 
more   readily   into   the   vices   of   the   white 
man.     Except,  however,  for  their  disregard 
of  sanitary  by-laws,  the  absence  of  convic- 
tions among  them  would  indicate  that  the 
Japanese  are  law-abiding  citizens.    The  ob- 
jections  to   their  presence,   however,    were 
found  to  run  in  very  much  the  same  line 
as  those  alleged  against  the  Chinese.     The 
Japanese    immigrant    is    without    wife    or 
family,   and  his   passport   require-;   him   to 
return   within   three   years.     He   does   not 
contribute    to    the    support    of    schools    or  ! 
churches.      He    works    at    a    wage    that    is 
wholly    inadequate   to    a    white   man.     He 
carries  his  earnings  away  with  him  when 
he  goes,  and  while  he  remains,  ha  pays  no 
fair  proportion  of  the  taxes  of  the  country. 
The   consensus    of    opinion    is,    therefore, 
that  while  in  some  respects   the  Japanese 
may  be  less  undesirable  than  the  Chinese, 
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yet  in  all  that  goes  to  make  for  the  per-  needed/  the  Commission  adds,  <  to  settle 
manent  settlement  of  the  country  they  aie  this  most  difficult  question  upon  a  firm 
quite  as  serious  a  menace.  basis  than  some  assurance  that  the  action 

Canada's  trade  with  Japan  is  very  small,  already  taken  by  the  government  of  Japan 
The  imports  in  1900  amounted  to  only  will  not  be  revoked.'  If,  however,  a  change 
$1,762,534,  and  the  exports  to  $112,308.  of  policy  should  be  adopted  by  the  govern- 
The  export  of  fish  and  fishing  products  of  ment  of  Japan,  whereby  Japanese  labour- 
Japan  make  up  $47,773  of  the  latter  ers  might  again  be  permitted  to  emigrate 
amount.  to  Canada,  the  Commission  is  of  the  opin- 

_,      _  _..         .  ion   that   the   welfare   of   the   province   of 

The  Present  Situation.  British    Columbia    imperatively    demands 

For  the  time  being  the  immigration  that  effective  measures  be  adopted  to  take 
of  Japanese  into  Canada  has  prac-  the  place  of  the  inhibition  now  imposed  by 
tically  ceased,  only  56  Japanese  hav-  the  Japanese  government.  '  Your  Com- 
ing arrived  at  Canadian  ports  during  missioners  recommend  that  in  that  event 
the  last  six  months  of  1901.  This  is  an  Act  be  passed  by  the  Dominion  govern- 
doubtless  the  direct  result  of  the  action  of  ment  on  the  lines  of  what  is  known  as  the 
the  Japanese  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Natal  Act,  made  sufficiently  stringent  and 
in  giving  to  the  local  governors  of  prefec-  effective  to  accomplish  the  desired  result.' 
tures  in  Japan  instructions  to  prohibit  en- 
tirely the  emigration  of  Japanese  labour-  xne  Natal  Act. 
ers    destined    for    Canada    or    the    United 

States,  in  order  to  avoid  conflict  between  In  order   to    give    complete    clearness  to 

Japan  and  Canada  arising  out  of  the  Bri-  their  finding,  the  Commission  has  appencl- 

tish  Columbia  legislation  of  1900.     As  ex-  ed  to  the  report  a  copy  of  the  Natal  Act 

planatory  of  the  steps  by  which  this  situa-  referred  to.     The  Act,  which  is  known  as 

tion  was  brought  about,  the  report  quotes  'The  Immigration  Kestriction  Act,  1897,' 

in   full    the   correspondence    which   passed  forbids  the  immigration  of  any  illiterate, 

between  the  British  Colonial  Secretary  and  pauper,  insane,  idiot,  immoral  or  criminal 

the  Dominion  government  in  regard  to  the  person,   or   any   person   suffering    from    a 

anti-Japanese  legislation  of  the  legislature  loathsome  or  dangerous  contagious  disease, 

of    British    Columbia.      From    this    it    ap-  exceptions  being  made  in  the  case  of  the 

pears  that  offence  was  taken  by  the  Japan-  diplomatic  corps  and  land  and  sea  forces 

ese  government,  not  on  account  of  the  prac-  of  foreign  countries  or  of  Great  Britain, 

tical    exclusion    of    Japanese    which    the  and  persons  expressly  exempted  by  the  gov- 

British    Columbia    legislation  effected,  but  ernment.      A    'prohibited'    immigrant    in 

because   of    their   ex-nominatim   exclusion,  Natal    is    liable   to    imprisonment    for   six 

which  had  the  effect  of  stamping  the  whole  months  and  deportation,  unless  the  defend- 

nation  as  undesirable  persons,  an  objection  ant  can  find  two  sureties  each  in  the  sum 

which  does  not  apply  to  the  provisions  of  of  £50  that  he  will  leave  the  colony  within 

the  Natal  Act,  although  the  exclusive  effect  one  month.     Paupers   and   illiterates  may 

of  that  law  is  quite  as  pronounced.  enter  the  colony  on  deposit  of  £100,  or  if 

they   can   prove   that   they   were   formerly 

Finding  of  the  Commission.  domiciled  in  Natal.    The  wife  and  children 

In   delivering   final   judgment   upon   the  of  any  person  not  a  prohibited  immigrant 

evidence    taken    with    reference     to     this  are   free  from    the   operation   of   the   Act. 

branch  of  the  investigation,  the  Commis-  The  liability  of  masters  and  owners  of  ves- 

eion  begins  by  commenting  favourably  up-  sels  bringing  in  prohibited  immigrants   is 

on  the  action  of  the  Japanese  government  defined,   as  well  as   the  penalties   incurred 

in  restricting  the  emigration  of  its  citizens  by  those  who  have  committed  any  contra- 

to    Canadian   ports.     '  Nothing   further   is  vention  of  the  Act. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA  LABOUR  LEGISLATION,   1902. 


A 


T  the  session  of  the  British  Columbia 
JT\.  Legislature,  ended  during  June,  a 
number  of  enactments  were  passed  which 
have  an  immediate  bearing  on  the  position 
of  labour  in  that  province.  Of  these  the 
most  important  were  measures  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  of  workmen  employed 
upon  public  or  subsidized  works ;  an  Act  to 
protect  workmen  against  deceptive  repre- 
sentations as  to  the  condition  of  the  labour 
market;  and  an  Act  defining  more  clearly 
the  rights  and  liabilities  of  trade  unions 
in  regard  to  such  actions  as  may  arise  prior 
to  or  in  connection  with  a  strike  or  lock- 
out. 

Rights  and  Liabilities  of  Trade 
Unions. 

In  an  Act  to  amend  the  law  relating  to 
trade  unions,  a  number  of  debatable  points 
as  to  the  liability  of  trade  unions  for  the 
actions  of  their  members  have  been  de- 
termined favourably  to  the  unions.  As 
to  whether  a  union  or  its  funds  shall  be 
liable  for  any  wrongful  act  of  com- 
mission or  omission  on  the  part  of 
individual  members,  officers  or  auth- 
orized persons,  it  is  stated  that  no  such 
liability  shall  exist  unless  it  can  be  shown 
that  the  acts  so  committed  were  duly 
authorized  by  the  union  itself,  or  by  per- 
sons or  committees  having  power  to  give 
such  authority  on  its  behalf.  As  to  the 
right  of  trade  unions,  their  members,  or 
other  persons,  to  communicate  facts  re- 
specting employment  or  hiring  with  other 
persons  or  parties,  or  facts  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  products,  and  also  as  to  the 
right  of  persuading  or  endeavouring  to 
persuade  by  fair  or  reasonable  argument 
any  workman  or  other  person  at  the  expira- 
tion of  an  existing  contract  not  to  renew 
the  same,  or  to  refuse  to  become  the  em- 
ployee or  customer  of  any  person,  the  law 
states  that  any  of  such  actions  shall  not 
be  an  offence  nor  the  parties  performing 
them  in  any  way  liable.  This  exemption 
from  liability  is  expressly  stated  to  apply 


also  to  the  publishing  of  information  with 
regard  to  a  threatened  strike  or  lock-out 
or  to  the  warning  of  workmen  or  others 
against  seeking  employment  in  a  locality 
affected  by  a  strike  or  urging  them  not  to 
seek  employment  in  such  locality,  or  from 
purchasing  or  using  the  products  produced 
or  distributed  by  an  employer  of*  labour 
who  is  a  party  to  such  strike  or  lock-out. 

The  following  is  a  transcript  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  : 

1.  No  trade  union  nor  any  combination  of 
workmen  or  employees  in  British  Columbia,  nor 
the  trustees  of  any  such  union  or  combination, 
in  their  representative  capacity,  shall  be  liable 
in  damages  for  any  wrongful  act  of  commis- 
sion or  omission  in  connection  with  any  strike, 
lock-out,  or  trade  or  labour  dispute  unless  the 
members  of  such  union  or  combination  or  its 
council,  committee  or  other  governing  body, 
acting  within  the  authority  or  jurisdiction  given 
such  council,  committee  or  other  governing 
body  by  the  rules,  regulations  or  directions  of 
such  union  or  combination,  or  the  resolutions 
or  directions  of  its  members  resident  in  the 
locality  or  a  majority  thereof,  shall  have 
authorised,  or  shall  have  been  a  concurring 
party  in,  such  wrongful  act. 

2.  No  such  trade  union  or  association  shall 
be  enjoined,  nor  shall  any  officer,  member, 
agent  or  servant  of  such  union  or  association, 
nor  any  other  person,  be  enjoined,  nor  shall  it 
or  its  funds,  nor  any  such  officer,  member, 
agent,  servant  or  other  person  be  made  liable 
in  damages  for  cummunicating  to  any  work- 
man, artisan,  labourer,  employee  or  person, 
facts  respecting  employment  or  hiring  by  or 
with  any  employer,  producer,  or  consumer  or 
distributor  of  the  products  of  labour  or  the 
purchase  of  such  products,  or  for  persuading 
or  endeavouring  to  persuade  by  fair  or  reason- 
able argument,  without  unlawful  threats,  in- 
timidation or  other  unlawful  acts,  such  last- 
named  workman,  artisan,  labourer,  employe3  or 
person,  at  the  expiration  of  any  existing  con- 
tract, not  to  renew  the  same  with  or  to  refuse 
to  become  the  employee  or  customer  of  any 
such  employer,  producer,  consumer  or  distri- 
butor  of  the   products  of  labour. 

3.  No  such  trade  union  or  association,  or  its 
officer,  member,  agent  or  servant,  or  other  per- 
son, shall  be  enjoined  or  liable  in  damages,  nor 
shall  its  funds  be  liable  in  damages  for  publish- 
ing information  with  regard  to  a  strike  or  lock- 
out, or  proposed  or  expected  stike  or  lock-out, 
or  other  labour  grievance  or  trouble,  or  for 
warning  workmen,  artisans,  labourers,  or  em- 
ployees or  other  persons  against  seeking  or 
urging  workmen,  artisans,  labourers,  employees 
or  other  persons  not  to  seek  employment  in  the 
locality  affected  by  such  strike,  lock-out,  labour 
grievance  or  trouble,  or  from  purchasing,  buy- 
ing or  consuming  products  produced  or  distri- 
buted by  the  employer  of  labour  party  to  such 
strike,  lock-out,  labour  grievance  or  trouble, 
during  its  continuance. 
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Security  of  Wages  due  Workmen  on 
Public  Works. 

An  Act  known  as  "'  The  Public  Works 
Wages  Act,  1902,"  makes  provision  for  the 
payment  in  certain  cases  of  the  wages  of 
the  employees  of  provincial  government 
contractors  or  sub-contractors  out  of  the 
securities  held  by  the  Crown,  the  provision 
being  that  where  any  foreman,  workman  or 
labourer  employed  on  public  contract  work, 
within  two  months  after  it  becomes  due, 
files  a  claim  for  the  wages  or  any  sum  due 
him  in  the  office  of  the  member  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  who  had  the  awarding  or 
supervision  of  the  contract  and  its  execu- 
tion, the  latter  may  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  to  the  extent  of  any  moneys  or  secu- 
rities which,  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the 
claim,  may  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown 
for  securing  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tract. Contractors  or  sub-contractors  may 
be  required  to  furnish,  not  later  than  the 
15th  day  of  each  month,  a  list,  attested 
upon  oath  or  statutory  declaration,  show- 
ing the  names,  rates  of  wages,  amounts 
paid  and  amounts  due  and  unpaid  for 
wages  and  labour  done  by  any  foreman, 
workman,  labourer  or  team  employed  dur- 
ing the  previous  month,  and  a  default  in 
making  such  return  shall  render  a  con- 
tractor liable  to  a  penalty  not  exceeding 
$100,  or  not  less  than  $10  for  every  day 
during  which  the  default  continues.  The 
penalty  may  be  deducted  out  of  the  moneys 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  deposited  by  or 
owing  to  such  contractor.  Where  default 
is  made  by  a  sub-contractor  the  penalty 
may  be  recovered  with  costs  at  the  suit  of 
the  Crown  in  any  court  of  competent  ju- 
risdiction. 

Security  of  Wages  due  Workmen  on 
Subsidized  Work. 

A  provision  is  also  made  to  secure  the 
payment  of  wages  of  employees  engaged 
upon  any  work  subsidized  by  the  legisla- 
ture. It  is  enacted  that  where  any  sub- 
sidy, loan  or  bonus  of  money  is  authorized 
by  the  legislature  to  be  granted  any  com- 
pany  or   person   towards    the   construction 


of  any  railway  or  other  work,  it  shall,  in 
the  absence  of  special  provision  by  the 
legislature  to  the  contrary,  be  deemed  a 
condition  of  the  grant  that  so  much  of 
the  money  may  be  retained  as  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  in  Council  may  think 
proper  to  secure  the  payment  of  claims  for 
wages  of  persons  employed  on  such  rail- 
ways or  other  work,  whether  by  such  com- 
pany or  person,  contractor  or  sub-con- 
tractor, or  for  sums  due  or  to  become  due 
for  labour  of  persons  or  teams  so  employed. 
To  secure  the  enforcement  of  this  provi- 
sion it  is  stated  that  in  the  event  of  any 
claim  for  wages  or  sum  remaining  unpaid 
for  30  days  after  notice  has  been  served 
upon  the  member  of  the  Executive  Council 
charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the 
conditions  upon  which  it  is  granted  are 
duly  carried  out,  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
in  Council  may,  upon  being  satisfied  that 
a  claim  is  due  and  unpaid  direct  that  it  be 
paid,  together  with  all  proper  costs  and 
charges  in  connection  therewith,  out  of  any 
moneys  retained. 

Liabilities  of  Companies  for  Wages  due 
by  Contractors. 

A  further  provision  makes  certain  com- 
panies liable  for  wages  due  by  contractors, 
it   being  enacted  that  every  company   in- 
corporated under  any  general  or  special  Act' 
of    the    British    Columbia  Legislature    is 
liable  to  the  payment  of  the  wages  of  any 
foreman,  workman,  labourer  or  team  em-  i 
ployed  in  the  construction  of  any  work  in 
the  province  done  by  or  for  the  company, 
whether    directly    under    the    company    or 
through  the  intervention  of  any  contractor 
or  sub-contractor.     To  secure  this  liability 
it  is  provided  that  in  case  default  is  made 
by  any  contractor  or  sub-contractor  in  the 
payment  of  the  services  of  any  such  fore-  | 
man,  workman  or  labourer,  a  notice  stating  ! 
name   of   claimant   and   amount   of   wages 
claimed  shall  be  served  upon  the  company 
by  or  on  behalf  of  the  claimant  not  later 
then   two   months   after    such    wages    are1 
payable;  such  notice  and  any  summons  or 
process  required  to  be  served  upon  the  com- 
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pany  in  the  prosecution  of  any  action,  may 
be  served  upon  the  president,  vice-president, 
secretarj^,  managing  director,  superintend- 
ent, engineer,  or  any  recognized  officer  re- 
presenting the  company,  or  by  leaving  the 
same  with  any  adult  person  at  the  office 
or  usual  place  of  abode  of  any  of  them. 

Regulation  of  Labour  to  be  Employed 
upon  Subsidized  Works. 

The  Subsidized  Works  Labour  Regida- 
tion  Act  contains  a  provision  which  permits 
of  the  provincial  government  requiring  as 
a  condition  to  the  payment  of  any  subsidy, 
an  executed  agreement  with  furnished  se- 
curity as  to  the  classes  of  labour  which 
shall  or  shall  not  be  employed  in  connection 
with  the  work  for  which  a  subsidy  is  grant- 
ed. The  enactment,  in  fact,  gives  to  the 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  power  to 
make  as  a  condition  precedent  to  the  grant- 
ing of  any  subsidy  an  agreement  as  to  the 
employment  of  labour  in  connection  with 
such  work  upon  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  in  Council 
shall  seem  meet  and  proper.  The  exact 
terms  of  this  provision  are  as  follows  : — 

Notwithstanding  anything  contained  in  any 
Act  of  the  Legislature  of  British  Columbia  en- 
acted at  the  present  session  of  the  legislature, 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  enacted,  unless  such 
future  enactments  shall  expressly  exclude  the 
operation  of  this  Act,  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
in  Council  shall  not  grant  aid  by  money,  securi- 
ties or  lands  of  the  province,  or  a  right  of 
or  other  work  to  be  constructed  by  such  per- 
son, firm  or  corporation,  until  such  person, 
firm  or  corporation  in  respect  of  any  railway 
or  other  work  to  be  constructed  by  such  person, 
firm  or  corporation  shall  have  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  the  Lieutenant  Governor  in 
Council  as  to-  the  employment  of  labour  upon 
or  in  connection  with  said  railway  or  other 
work  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  to 
the  Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  shall  seem 
meet  and  proper,  and  shall  have  given  t{he 
Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council  satisfactory 
security,  by  bond  or  deposit  of  money,  that  the 


terms   of  said  agreement   shall   be  strictly  ad- 
hered  to. 

Respecting  Deception  in  Procuring 
Workmen  or  Employees. 

An  Act  cited  as  "  The  Deceptive  Work- 
men's Act,  1902,"  makes  it  unlawful  for 
any  person  doing  business  in  the  province 
by  himself  or  his  agents,  to  induce  or  en- 
gage a  workman  to  change  from  one  place 
to  another  in  the  province,  or  to  bring  a 
workman  of  any  calling  or  class  into  the 
province  by  means  of  deceptive  representa- 
tion, false  advertising  or  false  pretenses 
concerning  the  character  or  kind  of  work 
to  be  done  or  amount  and  character  of  the 
compensation  to  be  paid  for  such  work,  or 
the  sanitary  or  other  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, or  as  to  the  existence  or  non  exist- 
ence or  other  trouble  pending  between  em- 
ployer and  employees  at  the  time  of  or 
prior  to  such  engagement.  Any  work- 
man subjected  to  such  deceptive  representa- 
tions as  to  the  conditions  of  the  labour 
market  shall  have  a  right  of  action  for  the 
recovery  of  all  damages  that  he  may  have 
sustained  in  consequence,  such  right  of 
action  to  be  against  any  person  directly 
or  indirectly  causing  such  damages. 

A  provision  similar  in  kind  makes  it  un- 
lawful by  certain  deceptive  representations 
to  prevent  an  employer  from  obtaining  the 
services  of  workmen,  the  law  providing 
that  it  is  unlawful  for  any  person  doing 
business  in  the  province  to  induce  or  per- 
suade a  workman  not  to  change  from  one 
place  to  another  in  the  province  or  to  keep 
away  from  the  province  by  means  of  de- 
ceptive representations,  false  advertising,  or 
false  pretenses  in  regard  to  such  subjects 
as  are  mentioned  above. 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JUNE. 

(Information   supplied   by   the  Department   of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  contract  was  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and 
received  the  signatures  of  both  parties  during  the  month  of  June,  and  contained  the 
appended  Fair  Wages  Schedule  of  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  in  the  work. 
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Construction  of  a  dock,  ice-breaker  and  dredging,  Three  Rivers,  Que.     Date  of 
contract,  June  10,  1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $250,500. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or    Class   of   Labour. 


Contractor's  engineer 

"  assistant  engineer 

"  draughtsmen 

"  foreman   carpenter 

"  "  for  concrete   

Carpenters   

"  helpers 

Timekeepers 

Dredge  captain 

engineer   

fireman 

"        cranemen 

"        deckhands   

Tug  captain 

"    engineer 

"    fireman 

"    sailors,  each 

Cooks,  each 

Scowmen,  each 

Divers  with  complete  outfit 

without  outfit 

"        helpers,  each 

Steam  derrick  engineer ,    . .    . . 

"  fireman 

Foreman  for  pile  drivers 

Engineer,  hoisting  engine  on  pile  drivers  . . 

Helpers  on  pile  drivers 

Skilled  mechanics,  each 

Drivers  with  one  horse  and  cart 

two  horses  and  wagon 

"      .    one  horse  

"  two  horses 

Ordinary  labourers 


Rate  of  Wages  : 

Not  less   than  the  following. 

$  5.00  per  day. 

2.50 

2.00 

2.50        "          of  10  hou.'s. 

3.00        "                10 

1.50        "                10 

1.25        "                10 

1.50        "                10 

60.00  per  month  with  board. 

50.00 

25.00 

50.00 

20.00 

50.00 

50.00 

25.00 

15.00 

16.00 

1.25  per  day  of  10  hours. 

8.00          "              10 

4.00          "              10 

1.40          "              10 

2.50          "              10 

1.50          "              10 

2.50          "              10 

2.00          "              1C 

1.50          "             10 

2.00          •'              10 

2.00          *'              10 

3.00          "              10 

2.00          "              10 

3.00          "              10 

1.25          "              10 

I 


TRADE   DISPUTES   OF  THE   MONTH  OF  JUNE. 


OF  the  strikes  commenced  during  the 
month  of  June  the  two  most  import- 
ant were  the  strike  of  the  employees  of  the 
Toronto  Street  Railway  Company,  com- 
menced on  June  21,  involving  over  900  em- 
ployees, and  the  strike  of  the  freight  hand- 
lers and  other  employees  of  the  Canada 
Northern  Railway  Company  at  Winnipeg. 

The  Toronto  Street  Railway  strike  was 
terminated  after  the  interruption  of  the 
total  service  in  Toronto  for  three  days, 
through  the  successful  mediation  of  a  vo- 
luntary committee  of  the  Toronto  Board 
of  Trade.  Full  particulars  of  this  strike, 
and  the  nature  of  the  intervention  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  Committee,  with  its  results, 
are   given   in   a   special    article   published 


elsewhere    in   the   present   number   of   the 
Gazette. 

Canada  Northern  Railway  Strikes. 

The  strike  of  the  freight  handlers  and 
other  employees  of  the  Canada  Northern 
Railway  Company  at  Winnipeg  commenced 
on  the  last  day  of  the  month.  It  is  gen- 
erally supposed  to  have  arisen  out  of  sym- 
pathy manifested  by  several  employees  of 
the  company  with  the  machinists  of  the 
Canada  Northern  shops  at  Winnipeg,  who 
came  out  on  strike  on  May  16.  In  this 
latter  strike  three  sets  of  employees  were 
involved,  namely,  machinists,  boilermakers 
and  blacksmiths,  the  total  number  being 
about   40.     Of  this   number,   a   large   per- 
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eentage  were  helpers,  and  several  appren-  are    concerned.      It    was    occasioned    in    a 

tices.     Shortly  before  the  strike,  schedules  manner  similar  to  the  strike  of  the  machi- 

governing  the   conditions   of   service   were  nists.     The    company   was   presented   with 

submitted  to  the  company  by  the  employees  schedules  setting  forth  rules  and  regula- 

for  its  acceptance.     An  acknowledgment  of  tions    governing   the    services    of   the   em- 

their  receipt  not  having  been   given,   and  ployees  concerned,  and  satisfactory  recogni- 

the  employee's  committee  in  charge  being  tion  of  the  demands  in  these  schedules  not 

unable  to  arrange  a  satisfactory  interview  having  been  made  the  employees  came  out 

with  the  officers   of  the   company  for  the  on  strike.     Those  who  went  out  comprised 

purpose  of  considering  the  demands  which  wipers,  car  men,  including  car  and  coach 

had  been  made,  the  men  went  on  strike.  cleaners,     switchmen,     trackmen,     freight 

handlers,  freight  clerks  and  other  classes. 

About  the  end  of  the  month  of  May  a  It  wag  expected  at  the  time  of  the  strike 

request  was  received  at  the  Department  of  that  the  original  number  would  be  supple- 
Labour  from  the  chairman  and  secretary  meuted   by    other   employees    of   the    com- 
of  the  strike  committee,  asking  the  inter-  pany# 
vention    of    the    department   to   lend    its 

friendly  offices  towards  the  effecting  of  a  Strike  at  Louiseville,  due. 
settlement  under  the  Conciliation  Act.  The  The  intervention  0f  the  department  was 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour  visited  Winni-  also  requested  during  the  month  by  the 
peg  shortly  after  the  receipt  of  this  request  empioyees  of  the  Tourville  saw-mills  at 
and  interviewed  both  parties  to  the  dispute.  Louiseville,  Que.  A  strike  of  about 
By  the  company  he  was  informed  that  so  230  empioyees  0f  the  mills  took  place 
far  as  its  interests  were  concerned  they  on  june  16?  the  occasion  being  the  re- 
were  practically  unaffected  by  the  strike.  fusal  of  the  company  to  concede  the 
The  company  regarded  the  men  who  had  demand  of  a  reduction  of  hours  and 
gone  out  on  strike  as  having  been  dismiss-  abolition  of  certain  conditions  in  exist- 
ed from  its  employ.  A  temporary  embar-  ing  contracts  between  the  employees  and 
rassment  had  been  caused  in  a  few  cases  the  company.  The  number  of  working 
because  of  the  strike,  but  this  the  company  hours  was  eleven  per  day,  and  the  men 
had  been  able  to  meet.  So  far,  therefore,  demanded  a  reduction  to  10  hours,  the 
as  the  company  was  concerned,  there  were  complaint  being  that  at  the  speed  at  which 
no  negotiations  which  it  desired  to  carry  they  were  required  to  work,  11  hours  a 
on  with  any  of  the  original  strikers.  If  day  was  too  arduous  a  strain.  In  the  con- 
any  of  the  men  concerned  in  the  strike  tracts  originally  signed  by  the  employees 
should  subsequently  seek  re-employment  and  the  company,  were  clauses  giving  to 
with  the  company,  it  would  use  its  discre-  the  company  the  right  to  retain  10  cents 
tion  as  to  the  terms,  if  any,  on  which  they  per  day  from  the  wages  of  each  man,  and 
might  be  taken  back.  also  the  wages  of  the  first  six  days'  service, 

mi         £     .                               •     .   j  i       .i  to  be  remitted  at  the  closing  of  the  mills, 

lnese  tacts  were  communicated   by  the  .              °                        ■ 

t.       x     TIT-    •  4.       *     4.1.                -44.         i>-  i,  the  company  reserving  to  itself,  however, 

Deputy  Minister  to  the  committee  which  . 

ii       i     i   ,i      •    ,            ,.          r  ,i       i         i  the  right  to  retain  as  damages  any  amount 

had  asked  the  intervention  oi  the  depart-  J ,                               .     ,.      .       .  . 

i.i                 ..            i  m       j     -4.4.-  thus  held  back  where  it  dismissed  from  its 

ment,  but  the  committee,  while  admitting  . 

4i~  4.  4.T--    i,   j  i_         4i        44-4.   j        i  •  i    4i  service  any  man  who  left  his  post  or  work 

that  this  had  been  the  attitude  which  the  .                       .     .                    .                    . 

t    j                i              t     ,-.         j.  without  permission,   lost   time,   or  reiused 

company  had  assumed  towards  them  irom  .                 .       .             . 

,,               ,    j     •    ,  ,,        ni       ,.       ,,        ,  i    .  to  obey  the  orders  given,  or  infringed  the 

the  outset,  denied  the  allegation  that  their  J .                       °                            ° 

i          ill                      iii          .'  r          -i  regulations    oi    the    company.        Ihe    em- 
places  had  been,  or  could  be  satisfactorily  °                                                   i 
mi    11        ,i  ployees,   while   conceding   to   the   company 
niieo.  Dy  o  trier  men.  _          ..          -,...                            ■■ 

the    right    of     dismissing    any    employee, 

In  the  strike  which  commenced  on  June  claimed  that   unless   some  positive   injury 

30,  some  220  employees    of  the    company  had  been  suffered  by  the  company  due  to 
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misconduct,  negligence  or  other  cause  on  settlement  had  been  reported  at  the  end  of 

the   part    of   the   employee   dismissed,   the  the  month,  although  a  number  of  employers 

latter  should  be  entitled    to    all    his    pay  had  conceded  the    electrical    workers'   de- 

which   had   been   kept   back   in   the   hands  mands.     The   strikes   of   the   boilermakers' 

of    the    company.       The    employees     also  helpers  and  boilermakers  were  settled  under 

asked  that  they  should  have  the  right  to  an  agreement  to  arbitrate  the  demands  of 

leave  the  company's  employment  on  giving  the  helpers.    The  strike  of  leather  workers, 

a  week's  notice,  and  that  any  one  so  leaving  which  took  place  on  the  23rd  of  the  month, 

under  this  condition  should  be  entitled  to  and  which  was  caused  by  sympathy  with  an 

all  arrears  of  pay  retained  by  the  company,  employee  who  objected  to  a  system  of  piece 

work  and  quit,  ended  in  a  couple  of  days, 

During  the  negotiations  carried  on  by  the  the  employee  in  question  being  restored  to 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour    between    the  his  former  position  and  an  agreement  to 

company  and  the  men  on  the  21st  and  22nd  recognize  a  grievance  committee  obtained. 

of  the  month,  the  company  expressed    its 

willingness  to  concede  the  demands  of  the  Other  Strikes  of  the  Month, 

men  as  to  making  the  concessions  asked  for 

regarding  the   conditions  in  the  contract,        Granite  cutters  at  St.  George,  N.B.,  to 

but  were  not  willing  to  grant  any  reduction  the  number  of  200,  struck  on  the  first    of 

in  the  hours    of    labour.     The    employees  the  month  for  increased  wages  and  a  9-hour 

being  unwilling  to  return  without  gaining  day,  and  on    the    18th    were    granted    the 

the  shorter  hours,  continued  on  strike  for  9-hour     day     and    an    increase    in    wages 

some   days  longer.     On   the    26th    of    the  amounting  to  10  per  cent. 

month,  however,  they  returned  to  work,  the         Electrical  workers  at  Hamilton,  Out.,  to 

concessions  as  to  conditions  being  granted,  the  number  of  ^  went  Qut  Qn  the  17th  of 

but  the  hours  of  work  remaining  as  they  the  m01lth  for  fln  j^^  in  pay  equal  to 

had  hitherto  been.  about  4Q  per  cent  and  for  shorter  hours 

A  feature  of  the  strike  at  the  Tourville  0n  the  23rd  both  parties  to  the  dispute  sub" 

mills  was  the  stoppage  of  work  at    other  mitted  the  matter  to  arbitration,  the  men 

mills  on  the  river  below,  occasioned  by  the  returning  to  work  in  the  meantime.     The 

blockade  of  logs  which  took  place  after  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  had  not  been  given 

commencement   of    the   strike.     About    50  at  the  end  of  the  month- 
employees  of  the  Dansereau  company  were         Some  20  street  labourers  engaged  in  cedar 

obliged  to  suspend  operations   for    a    few  block    paying.    at    Walkerville,    Ont.,   quit 

c  a^  '  work  in  an  attempt  to  get    a  9-hour    day 

rtJ   .,  _  _  with  pay  for  10  hours.     They  quit  work  on 

Strikes  in  Toronto,  Ont.  .,     ft.,         ,     .        A  .  ,         .,     --., 

'  the  9th,  and  returned  to  work  on  the  11th, 

the    contractor    making     an    arrangement 


whereby  he  paid  by  the  hour,  thus  giving 
the  men  the  option  of  working  either  9  or 
10  hours  per  day,  as  they  saw  fit. 


Of  the  other  strikes  reported  to  the  de- 
partment for  the  month  of  June  the  great- 
est number  occurred  at  Toronto,  where  the 
marble  workers,  boilermakers  and  boiler- 
makers' helpers,  electrical  workers,  plum-  Dependent  upon  the  strike  of  confec- 
bers,  and  leather  workers  struck.  The  marble  tioners  at  Winnipeg  was  that  of  some  fe- 
workers  went  out  on  the  2nd  of  the  month  male  employees  of  a  manufacturing  sta- 
for  an  increase  in  wages  from  14  and  16£  tioner.  The  girls  objected  to  working  on 
cents  to  25  cents  and  30  cents  an  hour,  boxes  which  they  alleged  were  for  the  com- 
They  were  successful  in  their  demands,  and  pany  whose  employees  were  on  strike.  Upon 
returned  to  work  on  the  16th.  In  the  case  the  assurance  that  this  was  not  the  case, 
of  the  electrical  workers  and  plumbers,  no  they  returned  to  work. 
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Some  fishermen  at  Delta,  Man.,  struck 
for  a  higher  price  for  their  catch;  and  16 
carpenters  and  joiners  in  the  employment 
of  a  Winnipeg  firm  struck  for  the  obser- 
vance of  a  9-hour  day. 

At  Fernie,  B.C.,  a  strike  of  miners  was 
occasioned  by  the  adding  of  half  an  hour  to 
the  duration  of  the  shift.  Some  200  men 
are  affected  by  this  strike,  no  settlement  of 
which  had  been  reported  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  Beginning 

of  Month. 

Of  the  large  number  of  strikes  which  com- 
menced prior  to  the  month  of  June,  about 
one-half  were  settled  during  that  month, 
some  8  or  9  remained  unsettled  at  its  close. 
Among  the  latter  are  the  following  : — 
— plasterers  and  free  stone  cutters  at  Ha- 
lifax, N.S.,  moulders  at  Moncton,  X.B., 
foundrymen  at  Sackville,  N.B.,  brewery 
bottlers  at  Fairville,  N.B.,  machinists  at 
Kingston,  Out.,  printers  at  Toronto,  and 
bakers  and  confectioners  at  Hamilton,  Ont., 
and  Winnipeg,  Man. 

Of  the  strikes  settled  the  majority  of  set- 
tlements were  in  favour  of  the  strikers,  the 
granting  of  a  number  of  increases  in  wages 
being  a  principal  result.  In  the  case  of  the 
carriage  and  wagon  workers  at  Toronto, 
who,  to  the  number  of  175,  went  out  on  May 
1,  most  of  the  firms  affected  gradually  con- 
ceded the  men's  demands  for  a  15  per  cent 
increase  in  wages  and  a  reduction  in  the 
number  of  working  hours  per  week  ;  at  the 
end  of  the  month  practically  all  the  firms 
interested  were  paying  the  new  rate.  The 
strike  of  structural  iron  workers,  also  at 
Toronto,  commenced  on  May  10  and  involv- 
ing 125  hands,  ended  on  June  5,  the  em- 
ployers concerned  having  granted  increases, 
graded  from  25  to  27  cents  per  hour,  the 
original  demand  of  the  strikers  being  for 
an  increase  from  22  and  25  cents  to  27£ 
cents  per  hour.  The  settlement  of  this 
strike  brought  to  a  conclusion  the  strike  of 
some  members  of  the  building  trades  who 
had  gone  out  in  sympathy  with  the  struc- 
tural   iron    workers.        Another    Toronto 


strike  settled  during  the  month  was  that 
of  the  jewellers,  occasioned  about  the  mid- 
dle of  April  through  union  difficulties.  This 
dispute  was  ended  by  the  employers  agree- 
ing to  recognize  the  union,  and  granting 
a  reduction  in  the  number  of  working  hours 
per  week  from  55  to  52. 

The  strike  of  builders'  labourers  at  Que- 
bec, Que.,  which  commenced  in  April  and 
which  at  the  beginning  of  May  had  prac- 
tically been  settled  by  most  of  the  contrac- 
tors concerned  granting  the  increase  of  2^ 
cents  per  hour  demanded  was  renewed  on 
June  20,  by  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
men  to  force  those  contractors  who  had  not 
conceded  the  advance  to  do  so.  The  men, 
however,  were  unsuccessful  in  achieving 
this  end,  and  returned  to  work  after  being 
out  four  days. 

Two  strikes  in  Montreal  were  ended  dur- 
ing the  month,  viz.,  the  plumbers  and 
steamfitters,  and  the  moulders.  In  the  case 
of  the  former,  where  the  demand  was  for  a 
minimum  wage  of  25  cents  per  hour  and  a 
9  hour  day,  most  of  the  employers  affected 
had,  at  the  end  of  the  month,  conceded  the 
men's  demands  ;  in  the  case  of  the  latter, 
a  compromise  was  effected  by  which  the 
men  agreed  to  a  minimum  of  $2.20  per  day 
instead  of  $2.50  as  asked,  a  compromise, 
nevertheless,  which  means  a  considerable 
increase  to  the  moulders. 

A  strike  of  labourers  engaged  on  Gov- 
ernment contract  work  at  Port  Burwell, 
Out.,  involving  some  30  men,  whose  demand 
was  for  an  increase  in  wages  equal  to  more 
than  10  per  cent  was  settled  on  the  2nd  of 
the  month  under  the  Conciliation  Act,  the 
men  accepting  an  increase  of  10  per  cent. 
The  strike  commenced  on  May  31. 

Wages  of  Ship  Labourers   at  Quebec. 

A  subject  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  harbour  of  Quebec,  and  one 
which  has  occasioned  much  discussion  be- 
tween the  parties  concerned,  though  hap- 
pily it  had  not,  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
assumed  the  character  of  a  strike,  was 
the  dispute  as  to  the  rates  of  pay  of  long- 
shoremen   in    the   employ   of   the   Leyland 
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Steamship  Company,  at  Quebec.  On  May 
1,  there  was  held  a  meeting  of  the  directors 
of  the  Great  Northern  Railway  and  re- 
presentatives of  the  Leyland  Line  and  the 
Ship  Labourers'  Society,  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discussing  rates,  &c,  in  connection 
with  the  loading  of  Leyland  boats.  The 
steamship  company  was  demanding  that 
the  Great  Northern  carry  out  its  agreement 
to  arrange  for  the  loading  of  its  ships 
at  the  same  rates  for  labour  as  prevail  in 
Montreal.  The  Leyland  Company  claimed 
that  the  rates  at  Quebec  were  largely  in 
excess  of  those  at  other  ports,  being  37£ 
cents  an  hour  for  day  work  and  a  rate 
equal  to  47  cents  an  hour  for  night  work, 
whereas  the  rates  in  Halifax,  St.  John, 
Portland,  and  Boston  were  much  lower, 
ranging  from  22  and  25  cents  per  hour  for 
day  work  and  30  cents  an  hour  for  night 
work.  After  several  meetings  of  the  par- 
ties concerned  and  considerable  correspond- 
ence, it  was  agreed  at  a  meeting  held  on 
May  6,  at  which  the  mayor  and  representa- 
tives of  all  parties  concerned  were  present, 
that  two  ships  should  be  loaded  under  the 
direction  of  an  experienced  stevedore  as 
an  experiment  to  ascertain  the  real  cost  of 
loading  at  Quebec,  and  in  this  way  to  see 
whether  there  was  any  ground  for  reducing 
the  rates  at  present  existing.  The  result 
of  this  experiment,  as  contained  in  a  letter 
of  the  mayor  addressed  to  the  President  of 
the  Ship  Labourers'  Society,  dated  June  4, 
was  found  to  be  that  the  excess  cost  of 
loading  the  steamers  at  Quebec  over  the 
cost  at  Montreal  was  $720.14,  and  in  his 
letter  the  mayor  stated  that  the  Great 
Northern  Company  had  asked  that  this 
sum  be  submitted  to  arbitration  so  as  to 
fix  the  rates  of  wages  for  future  Great 
Northern  vessels.  In  reply  to  this  letter 
the  President  of  the  Ship  Labourers'  So- 
ciety still  maintained  that  the  rate  paid 
to  longshoremen  in  Quebec  was  less  than 
that  paid  in  Montreal,  and  cited  various 
arguments  in  support  of  his  contention. 
The  letter  of  the  mayor,  together  with  the 
reply  of  the  President  of  the  Ship  Labour- 
ers'  Society,   was   then   submitted    to    the 
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Great  Northern  Company,  which,  after  ar- 
guing the  case  from  its  standpoint,  request- 
ed that  the  mayor  carry  out  his  promise  of 
arbitration  given  at  the  meeting  held  on 
May  6.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Quebec 
Board  of  Trade  held  on  the  27th  of  the 
month,  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  the 
effect  that  the  Harbour  Commissioners  and 
the  city  should  protect  the  shipping  in- 
terests in  their  employment  of  labour  and 
pledging  the  support  of  the  Board  to  the 
President  in  his  efforts  to  carry  out  the 
views  expressed.  In  the  press  of  June  30, 
there  appeared  a  letter  from  the  President 
of  the  Ship  Labourers'  Society  presenting 
his  views  in  connection  with  this  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  but  at  the  end  of 
the  month  no  definite  settlement  of  the 
difficulties  had  been  arranged. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada,  which  began  or  were 
in  continuance  during  the  month  of  June, 
and  which  have  been  reported  to  the  de- 
partment. 


UNIONS   FORMED   DURING   THE 
MONTH  OF  JUNE,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  June  organizations 
were  formed  in  the  following  crafts  : — 

Quebec — 
Montreal — Union  Federale  des   Acteurs. 
St.  Jean — Carpenters  and  joiners. 

Ontario — 

Pembroke — Journeymen  tailors. 

Smith's  Falls — Journeymen  tailors. 

Cornwall — Journeymen   tailors. 

Peterborough — Journeymen  tailors  ;  mu- 
sicians. 

Guelph — Piano  and  organ  tuners. 

Gait — Retail  clerks. 

St.  Catharines — Brewery  workers. 

Port  Colborne — Carpenters. 

Simcoe — Federal  Labour. 


Manitoba — 

Winnipeg — Builders'   labourers. 

North-west  Territories — 

Calgary — Leather  workers,  retail  clerks, 
federal  labour. 

British  Columbia — 

Grand  Forks — Miners'  union. 
Vancouver — Civic  employees. 

Yukon  District — 

Dawson  —  Labour  union  ;  tinsmiths  ; 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  ;  carpen- 
ters; cooks;  waiters  and  bakers;  paint- 
ers and  decorators;  Federal  Labour. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, JUNE,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  June  the  following 
orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment for  the  supplies  below  mentioned ; 
all  of  these  orders  were  given  subject  to  the 
regulations  for  the  suppression  of  the 
sweating  system,  and  securing  payment  to 
the  working  men  and  working  women  of 
fair  wages,  and  the  performance  of  the 
work  under  proper  sanitary  conditions. 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
wooden  boxes  for  the  same,  also 
stamping  ink 

Supplying  mail   bags 

Repairing  mail  bags 

Repairing  mail  locks  and  keys,  also 
other  mail  bag  fittings  and  fasten- 
ings  

Supplying  street  letter-box 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing  postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
Official   uniforms 


315  94 
339  75 


692  26 
563  65 
936  18 


39  40 
32  63 

27  95 

•180  60 
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REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus  were  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  Ottawa,  during  June,, 
1902  :— 

CANADIAN  KEPORTS. 

Forestry. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Forestry 
for  Canada,  1901  ;  Government  Printing  Bureau, 
Ottawa  ;     39   pages. 

The  reports  of  the  Dominion  Superinten- 
dent of  Forestry  constitute  part  8  of  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  the 
Interior.  Among  the  subjects  to  which 
more  particular  attention  is  paid  may  be 
mentioned  :  the  work  of  forest  tree  plant- 
ing in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories ;  the  system  of  forest  fire  guarding 
now  in  operation,  and  the  work  of  selecting 
and  setting  apart  certain  areas  of  the 
country  for  the  production  of  timber;  to- 
gether with  brief  descriptions  of  the  re- 
serves already  set  aside  in  Manitoba  and 
the  West. 

ONTARIO  REPORTS. 
Stock  Breeders'  Associations. 

Reports  of  the  Registrar  of  live  stock  of  the 
province  of  Ontario,  1901  ;  King's  Printer,  To- 
ronto ;     72  pages. 

This  report,  printed  by  order  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Legislature,  includes  the  annual  re- 
ports of  the  following  societies  :  the  Do- 
minion Shorthorn  Breeders'  Association  ; 
the  Canadian  Ayrshire  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion ;  the  Canadian  Hereford  Breeders'  As- 
sociation ;  the  Hackney  Horse  Society  ;  the 
Clydesdale  Horse  Breeders'  Association  ; 
the  Shire  Horse  Breeders'  Association;  the 
Harness,  Hunter  and  Saddle  Horse  Society, 
and  the  Canadian  Horse  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion. 

Fruit  Growers'  Association. 

Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Fruit 
Growers'  Association  of  Ontario,  1901  ;  King's 
Printer,  Toronto  ;    167  pages 

Among  the  subjects  of  interest  to  fruit 
growers  discussed  in  this  report  may  be 
mentioned  the  following  :  new  fruits ;  San 


Jose  scale  ;  codling  moth  ;  apple  barrels  ; 
grafting  ;  the  British  market  ;  fruit  ship- 
ment ;  fruit  displays  ;  spraying  ;  pruning  ; 
the  Fruit  Marks  Act  ;  grape  culture  ;  and 
cold  storage. 

Fisheries. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Fisheries  of  the  province  of  Ontario,  1901  ; 
King's  Printer,  Toronto  ;    114  pages. 

Though  the  amount  expended  during 
1901  in  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the 
Fisheries  Department  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment is  considerably  larger  than  for  the 
year  previous,  the  revenue,  nevertheless,  ex- 
ceeded the  expenditure  by  over  $3,000.  There 
has  been  a  substantial  increase  as  well,  not 
only  in  the  aggregate  catch,  but  also  in 
the  catch  in  almost  every  separate  divi- 
sion, in  spite  of  the  unusual  frequency  of 
storms  during  the  fishing  season,  which  re- 
tarded not  a  little  the  operations  of  the  fish- 
ermen. Especially  phenomenal  was  the 
run  of  herring  in  the  west  end  of  Lake  Erie 
during  November,  and  the  catch  of  white 
fish  in  Georgian  Bay  was  also  better  than 
for  the  last  fifteen  years.  Licenses  to  fish 
with  2,410,627  fathoms  of  gill-net,  432 
pound-nets,  484  hoop  or  fyke-nets ,  102 
seines,  33  dip-nets  and  three  machines,  be- 
sides thousands  of  hooks,  were  issued.  An 
estimated  capital  of  $749,071  is  invested  in 
the  industry  and  employment  given  to  2,802 
men,  101  tugs  and  1,299  boats.  The  aggre- 
gate catch  amounted  to  27,428,375  pounds, 
valued  at  $1,428,078.58,  as  against  a  catch 
of  25,698,591  pounds  in  1900. 

Agricultural  Experiments. 

Twenty-third  Annual  Report  of  the  Agricul- 
tural and  Experimental  Union,  1901  ;  King's 
Printer,  Toronto  ;     64  pages. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the  sub- 
jects referred  to  in  this  report  :  co-opera- 
tive experiments  in  agriculture;  experi- 
ments in  various  grain  crops;  experiments 
in  forage,  fodder,  silage  and  hay  crops; 
experiments  in  culinary  crops;  fertilizer 
experiments :  experiments  with  small  fruits, 
experiments  with  preservatives;  the  sugar 
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beet  industry;  soil  cultivation;  butter  and 
cheese  making  ;  lucerne  growing  ;  fruit 
packing,  &c. 

Forestry. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Director  of  Forestry  for 
the  province  of  Ontario,  1900-1901  ;  King's 
Printer,   Toronto,  ;     64    pages. 

The  condition  and  management  of  the 
forest  reserves  of  the  province  is  dealt  with 
in  the  first  portion  of  this  report,  while  in 
the  second,  the  subject  of  the  over-clear- 
ance of  the  older  portions  of  the  province 
is  investigated  with  the  aid  of  the  latest 
obtainable  statistics.  From  the  returns  of 
township  assessors  for  the  year  1896,  it  was 
found  that  30  of  the  counties  of  Ontario 
have  less  than  25  per  cent  of  their  total 
area  under  timber.  In  16  of  these  counties 
it  is  less  than  20  and  over  10  per  cent,  while 
still  more  conspicuous  examples  of  the  ex- 
tent to  which  over-clearance  has  been  car- 
ried are  afforded  by  particular  counties. 
During  the  five  years  which  has  since 
elapsed,  the  process  of  deforestation  has 
gone  on  with  increased  rapidity.  The 
conclusion  reached  is  that  throughout 
the  greater  extent  of  the  fertile  agri- 
cultural region  of  Southern  Ontario, 
the  percentage  of  forests  has  been  reduced 
far  below  that  which  should  have  been 
retained  to  insure  the  perpetuation  of 
favourable  conditions.  The  report  con- 
tains an  examination  of  the  situa- 
tion by  counties  in  this  respect,  with  a 
brief  account  of  the  legislation  enacted  in 
various  states  of  the  United  States  to 
prevent  the  undue  destruction  of  forests. 
An  interesting  article  on  the  '  Management 
of  the  Farmer's  Wood  Lot '  is  reprinted 
by  permission  of  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Forestry. 

Entomological  Society. 

Thirty-second  Annual  Report  of  the  Entomo- 
logical Society  of  Ontario,  1901  ;  King's  Printer, 
Toronto  ;    128  pages. 

Among  the  subjects  of  primary  interest 
to  the  agricultural  and  horticultural  in- 
dustries treated  in  this  report,  may  be 
mentioned  the  San  Jose  scale,  injurious 
insects,  insects  of  the  season  of  1901,  notes 
on  the  season  of  1901,  insect  diffusion  in 


North  America,  the  common  cheese  mite, 
and  others. 

NORTH-WEST      TERRITORIES      RE- 
PORT. 

Agriculture. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture for  the  North-west  Territories,  1901  ;  Gov- 
ernment Printer,  Regina  ;    186  pages. 

For  convenience  of  reference  the  contents 
of  the  Fourth  Annual  statement  of  the 
work  done  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Agriculture  for  the  North- 
west Territories  during  1901,  are  presented 
under  the  following  headings  : — Agricul- 
ture, Live  Stock,  Agricultural  Educational 
Work,  Colonization,  Miscellaneous  Ser- 
vices, Public  Health,  Office  Work  and  Or- 
ganization, Appendices.  The  leading  ar- 
ticle, under  the  first  of  these  headings,  is 
devoted  to  an  analysis  of  weather  condi- 
tions and  statistics  throughout  the  terri- 
tories, with  special  reports  on  the  occur- 
rence of  hail  storms ;  crop  statistics ;  thresh- 
ing outfits ;  the  wheat  blockade ;  agricultural 
experiments;  weeds;  birds;  &c.  In  the  ap- 
pendices are  given  reports  of  the  Territo- 
rial Horse  Breeders  and  Pure  Bred  Cattle 
Breeders'  Associations. 

NEW  ZEALAND  REPORTS. 
Labour  Laws. 

The  labour  laws  of  New  Zealand,  compiled  by 
direction  of  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of 
Labour  ;  3rd  edition  ;  Government  Printer, 
Wellington  ;    428  pages. 

A  handy  edition  of  the  labour  laws  of 
New  Zealand  was  issued  in  1896,  but  as  it 
soon  went  out  of  print  and  is  not  now 
procurable,  the  present  volume  has  been 
published  both  to  meet  the  demand  for  a 
collection  of  the  legislation  in  question 
and  to  record  the  changes  in  the  machinery 
and  in  the  scope  of  certain  of  its  provisions 
effected  during  the  past  six  years.  This 
consolidation  is  now  presented  in  alpha- 
betical order  and  includes  not  only  the  acts 
which  are  wholly  concerned  with  the  sub- 
ject of  labour,  but  extracts  from  the  gen- 
eral body  of  the  statutes  of  the  colony 
wherever  these  apply  more  particularly  to 
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the  interests  of  the  working  classes.  There 
are  56  chapters  in  all,  the  preface  being 
devoted  to  a  concise  account  of  the  general 
tendencies  of  labour  legislation  in  New 
Zealand  since  the  issue  of  the  first  publica- 
tion of  the  volume  in  1896. 

Arbitration  Awards. 

Awards,  recommendations,  agreements,  &c, 
made  under  the  Industrial  Conciliation  and 
Arbitration  Act,  New  Zealand,  from  July  1,  1900 
to  June  30,  1901  ;  volume  II  ;  Government 
Printer,  Wellington  ;    305  pages. 

The  New  Zealand  Department  of  Labour 
has  presented  its  second  report  of  the  de- 


cisions arrived  at  by  industrial  agreements, 
by  the  Boards  of  Conciliation,  and  by  the 
Courts  of  Arbitration,  in  the  hope  that 
the  record  may  be  of  value  and  interest  to 
students  of  social  questions  and  political 
economy.  The  awards  are  presented  ac- 
cording to  industrial  districts.  Though  the 
volume  is  primarily  of  local  bearing,  and 
reflects  the  conditions  of  a  particular  lo- 
cality only,  the  interest  that  has  been  taken 
in  the  labour  legislation  of  New  Zealand 
the  world  over  makes  it  very  valuable  as  a 
work  of  reference  and  as  an  index  to  the 
present  status  of  the  movement  there  in 
progress. 


BECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting  la- 
bour are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports  and 
other  legal  records  of  the  different  provinces  of 
Canada  : — 

QUEBEC  CASES. 
Culpable  Negligence  of  Employer. 

David  Gauthier  was  employed  by  one 
Martineau  for  $1.25  per  day,  to  assist  in 
working  a  derrick  which  was  being  used  in 
connection  with  the  erection  of  a  church. 
In  the  course  of  this  work,  the  cable  of  the 
derrick  came  in  contact  with  an  electric 
light  wire,  the  consequence  being  that  a 
shock  was  communicated  to  Gauthier 
which  killed  him  instantly.  Gauthier's 
widow  brought  an  action  against  the  em- 
ployer, both  upon  her  own  behalf  and  as 
tutrix  to  a  minor  child,  claiming  $4,320 
damages.  The  employer  claimed  that  the 
accident  was  caused,  not  by  his  negligence, 
but  by  Gauthier's  own  disobedience  to  or- 
ders. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  judge,  the  evidence 
proved  the  following  facts  :  that  the  side 
of  the  church  at  which  work  was  going  on 
at  the  time,  was  upon  a  street  and  was  dis- 
tant some  15  inches  to  20  inches  from  the 
outer  edge  of  the  sidewalk  ;  that  a  line  of 
electric  light  wire  ran  along  on  poles 
skirting  the  sidewalk  ;   that   the   sidewalk 


was  about  four  feet  wide,  the  derrick  being 
planted  just  inside  the  sidewalk,  there  be- 
ing a  distance  of  perhaps  6  feet  from  the 
mast  of  the  derrick  to  the  electric  wire  ; 
that  the  arm  of  the  derrick  was  40  feet 
long,  and,  as  arranged,  had  a  perpendicu- 
lar height  at  its  outer  end  greater  than 
that  of  the  electric  wire  ;  that  said  arm  was 
arranged  so  as  to  swing  around  the  mast 
at  will  ;  that  from  the  outer  end  of  the 
arm  a  steel  cable  descended,  carrying  a 
wooden  tray  for  the  reception  of  the  build- 
ing materials  to  be  moved,  which  tray 
was  attached  to  the  cable  by  four  short 
chains,  one  from  each  corner,  meeting  in 
a  centre  and  connected  to  the  cable  by  a 
ring  ;  that  the  operation  of  the  derrick  ne- 
cessitated the  swinging  of  the  boom  or 
arm  into  the  wall  of  the  church  when  ma- 
terials were  being  hoisted,  and  out  again 
to  the  sidewalk  to  receive  a  new  load,  and 
that  in  this  operation,  the  boom  had  sev- 
eral times  swung  too  far,  and  the  cable  had 
come  in  contact  with  the  electric  wire  ; 
that  no  brace  or  other  means  of  any  des- 
cription was  used  to  prevent  the  boom  from 
swinging  too  far,  though  such  a  contriv- 
ance could  easily  have  been  applied,  with 
practically  no  expense  or  inconvenience  ; 
chat  no  means  were  provided  for  the  man 
who  attended  to  moving  the  tray  to  grasp 
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it,  except  by  taking  hold  of  the  chains  at 
the  four  corners  ;  that  on  the  two  working 
days  preceding  the  accident,  Gauthier  had 
been  employed  as  assistant  upon  the  der- 
rick, his  duty  being  to  move  the  jtray  back- 
wards and  forwards  from  the  wall  to  the 
sidewalk,  and  to  load  the  tray  at  the  side- 
vvalk  ;  that  the  accident  happened  very 
shortly  after  7  o'clock  in  the  morning  ; 
that  Gauthier  had  arrived  before  7,  and 
had  been  told  to  help  at  mixing  some  mor- 
tar, but  that  just  about  7,  he  had  asked 
the  foreman  whether  he  was  to  go  on  with 
the  mortar,  and  the  foreman  had  told  him  to 
wait  ;  that  just  then,  the  man  in  charge  of 
the  derrick,  one  Latour,  received  orders  to 
lower  the  tray  which  was  upon  the  wall, 
which  he  proceeded  to  do,  and,  as  it  came 
down  it  was  received  by  Gauthier,  who  was 
the  only  man  there,  and  was  drawn  by  him 
out  to  the  sidewalk,  but  probably  from  im- 
prudent haste,  the  boom  swung  out  too  far 
and  came  in  contact  with  the  electric  wire, 
and  Gauthier  in  an  attempt  to  put  it  back, 
received  a  shock  and  was  killed.  That  some 
days  previously  the  foreman  had  received 
a  shock  and  had  then  ordered  a  plank  to 
be  put  on  the  sidewalk  to  indicate  the  point 
beyond  which  the  tray  should  not  be  al- 
lowed to  go,  but  that  said  plank  was  not  so 
arranged  as  to  prevent  the  tray  from  going 
beyond  it  ;  that  the  weight  of  the  boom 
and  tray  was  so  considerable,  that  when  in 
motion,  much  force  was  required  to  bring 
them  to  rest  ;  that  Gauthier  was  a  man  of 
low  intelligence,  and  was  earning  $1.25  per 
day. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  judge  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  position  of  the  derrick 
in  relation  to  the  electric  wire  and  the  un- 
controlled swinging  of  the  boom  consti- 
tuted a  constant  peril  to  the  workmen.  He 
also  held  that  there  had  been  no  breach  of 
orders  ;  that  the  foreman  did  not  tell  Gau- 
thier not  to  help  with  the  derrick,  and  that, 
just  before  the  occurrence  of  the  accident, 
the  foreman  had  ordered  the  derrick  to 
commence,  and  that  his  order  had  been 
duly  carried  out.  The  court,  therefore, 
held  that  the  employer  was  liable.  In  ar- 
riving  at   the   amount   of   damages   which 


should  be  paid,  the  trial  judge  said  that 
while  Gauthier  was  not  a  model  workman, 
yet  he  appeared  to  have  been  steady  ;  that 
he  was  only  33  years  of  age,  and  therefore, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  might  have 
continued  working  for  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  years.  He,  therefore,  awarded  $2,- 
500  damages — one-half  payable  to  the 
widow  personally  and  one-half  to  her  as 
tutrix  to  her  minor  child. 

In  the  course  of  his  judgment,  His  Lord- 
ship made  the  following  interesting  re- 
marks : — '  It  is  improbable  that  the  de- 
fendant knew  the  strength  of  the  current 

in  the  electric  wire,  and  the  grave  danger 
to  life  which  the  conditions  under  which  he 
was  conducting  the  work  created.  Other- 
wise he  ought  to  think  himself  fortunate 
that  he  is  not  defending  himself  upon  a 
charge  of  manslaughter.  Seldom  in  my 
experience  has  a  case  been  presented,  which 
offered  features  of  such  gross  negligence  as 
characterized  this  case.  Not  only  danger, 
but  grave  danger,  probable,  almost  certain, 
and  not  only  certain  but  obvious  ;  not  only 
obvious  but  already  observed  and  known  ; 
and  a  sure  and  "  simple  "  remedy  alike  ob- 
vious, and  not  applied.' 

(Tourangeau  vs.  Martineau  ;  judgment 
delivered  by  Mr.  Justice  Archibald,  in  the 
Superior  Court  at  Montreal,  May  7,  1902.) 

ONTAEIO  CASES. 

Case  under  the  Factories  Act. 

A.  Moore,  a  boy  of  14  years  of  age,  was 
working  in  a  factory,  straightening  some 
pieces  of  wood,  as  directed  by  the  foreman. 
He  was  near  a  machine  called  a  '  dove- 
tailer,'  and  putting  his  hand  on  it  to  brush 
off  some  dust,  he  became  entangled  in  it, 
and  lost  one  of  his  arms. 

He  sued  his  employers  for  damages,  alleg- 
ing that  the  accident  was  caused  by  their 
negligence.  At  the  trial  the  jury  found 
that  the  knives  of  the  machine  were  not 
guarded  as  far  as  practicable,  and  that  the 
employers  had  been  negligent  in  this  re- 
spect, and  that  their  negligence  had  caused 
the  accident.  The  jury  also  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  boy  had  used  reasonable 
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care,  taking  into  consideration  his  age,  and  collided  with  the  van,  which  was    broken 

awarded  him  $500  damages.  and  set  on  fire,  Van  Allen  being   instantly 

The  judge  who  presided  at  the  trial,  how-  kllled- 

ever,  dismissed  the  action,  notwithstanding  Van  Allen's  parents  sued    the    Canadian 

the  findings  of  the  jury,  being  of  the  opin-  Pacific  Kailway  Co.  for  $3,000  damages, 

ion  that  the  only  question  was,  whether  or  The  evidence  given  at  the  trial  was  some- 

not,  the  boy  was  capable  of  understanding  what  contradictory,  those  in  charge  of   the 

the  danger  of  interfering  with  such  a  ma-  train  which  came  behind  saying  that  they 

chine.  saw  no  lights  ahead,  although  it  was  stated 

From  this  judgment  the    employee    ap-  ^  the  .crew  of  the  first  train  that  the  same 

pealed,  and  the  higher  court  decided    that  were  dlsPlayed- 

since  the   object  of   the   Factories   Act   in  The  jury  finally  brought  in  a  verdict  in 

providing  that  all  dangerous  parts  of  ma-  favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  who  were  awarded 

chinery   should,   as   far   as   practicable,   be  $1,500  damages. 

securely  guarded,  was  for  the  protection  not  (Van  Allen  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Kailway 

only  of  those  operating  such  machinery,  but  Co.     Judgment  at  the  Perth  Assizes,  May 

also  of  those  whose  work  brought  them  near  1,  1902.) 

it,  and  since  the  employers  in  this  case  had  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  CASES. 

neglected  to  properly  guard  the  machine,  it  (Accidents  Caused  by  Employee's         P 

was  their  act  of  deliberate  neglect  which  „     ..            . 

had  caused  the  accident.  &    &         •/ 

F  was  employed  as  a  conductor  and 
The  Court  of  Appeal  also  stated  that  brakeman  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
there  was  no  hard  and  fast  rule  as  to  the  way  Company,  it  being  part  of  his  duties 
age  at  which  an  infant  should  be  held  to  be  to  examine  the  cars  of  the  train  of  which 
capable  of  understanding  danger,  and  that,  }ie  was  in  charge  and  see  that  they  were  in 
as  in  this  instance,  the  jury  had  found  that  pr0per  condition  before  leaving  any  station, 
the  boy  had  used  reasonable  care  consider-  While  F  was  turning  the  brake  wheel  he 
ing  his  age,  that  finding  negatived  the  sug-  fell  from  the  train,  and  was  run  over  and 
gestion  of  contributory  negligence.  killed.     It  subsequently  appeared  that  the 

rpi     n           £  a         i    4.x,      x                     j  nut  which  fastened  the  brake  wheel  to  the 

lhe  Court  of  Appeal,  tnereiore,  reversed  ,     ,                                           ,   .i    .   ,i  •    i    j 

,      ,     .  .         /.  .,     I  .  i  .    i           \       ,       t  brake  mast  was  not  on,  and  that  this  had 

the  decision  of  the  trial  judge,  and  ordered  caused  the  wheel  to  come  off>  thus  occa. 

that  judgment  should  be  entered    for    the  sionino-  the  accident. 

boy  for  $500  and  costs.  _,                   .                      ,.                ,     ., 

F  s    personal    representatives    sued    tne 

(Moore  vs.  The  J.  D.  Moore  Co.    Judg-  Canadian   Pacific    Railway    Company    for 

ment  delivered  at  Toronto  by  the  Court  of  damages,  alleging  that  it  was  responsible 

Appeal  for  Ontario,  April  11,  1902.)  for  the  condition  of  the  brake  wheel.     The 

trial  judge,  however,  held  that  the  accident 
Case  of  Accident  to  Railway  Employee.  was  caUsed  by  F's  own  neglect  in  not  ex- 
Isaac    Van    Allen    was     engaged     as    a  amining  the  br^e  before  leaving  the  sta- 
,     ,              ,       .,       n        ,.        -D     -^     -d   -i  tion,  as  he  should  have  done  in  the  pertorm- 
brakeman  by   the   Canadian  Pacific  Rail-  ^  q£  ^  ^^    ^    ^    theref ore> 

way  Co.     He  was  working  as  such  as  one  there  wag  nQ  case  to  submit  to  a  jury.  The 

of  the  crew  in  charge  of  a  freight  tram  run-  action  was>  therefore,  dismissed,  and  this 

ning  from  Chalk  River  to  Carleton  Place,  decision   was   confirmed  both   by   the    Su- 

when  the  engine  broke  down    and    became  preme  Court  of  British  Columbia  and  by 

unable  to  pull  the  train.     It  was,  therefore,  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada, 

decided  to  leave  the  cars  and  proceed  with  (Fawcette  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 

a  van  to  Carleton  Place.     Van  Allen  went  Company.       Judgment   given  by   the   Su- 

in  the  cupola  of  the  van.     On   the  way,  a  preme  Court  of  British  Columbia,  July 

freight  train  which  had  been  in  the  rear  1901.) 
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impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re- 
ports, legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Ottawa,  August  15,  1902. 

THE  cost  of  living  in  Canada  is  the  sub- 
ject of  an  article  containing  the  re- 
sults of  a  special  investigation  made  by  the 
Department  of  Labour  during  the  month 
of  July  into  the  prices  of  commodities  of 
ordinary  consumption,  the  cost  of  board 
and  lodging,  and  the  rent  of  workingmen's 
dwellings  in  all  of  the  important  industrial 
and  commercial  centres  of  the  Dominion. 
The  investigation  was  made  by  the  Depart- 
ment through  its  special  correspondents,  and 
the  information  gathered  has  been  classified 
and  compiled  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make 
it  an  easily  available  source  of  reference  and 
of  comparison,  both  as  to  variations  of  rates 
in  different  localities,  and  changes  of  rates 
over  particular  periods  of  time.  In  the 
latter  connection,  the  results  of  previous  in- 
vestigations made  by  the  Department  along 
similar  lines  are  of  special  significance.  The 
most  interesting  result  of  the  present  in- 
vestigation is  the  fact  disclosed  of  a  per- 


ceptible increase  in  the  cost  of  living  in 
Canada  during  the  past  year.  These 
tables  are  intended  as  supplementary  to  the 
several  tables  on  rates  of  wages  and  hours 
of  employment  in  different  trades  in  other 
numbers  of  the  Gazette. 

A  great  deal  of  valuable  information  on 
industrial  conditions  in  British  Columbia 
was  gathered  by  the  special  Commission  on 
Chinese  and  Japanese  Immigration,  the  re- 
port of  which  commission  was  presented  to 
Parliament  at  its  last  session.  Reviews  of 
some  important  features  of  this  report  have 
already  been  given  in  the  April  and  July 
issues  of  the  Gazette  for  this  year.  In 
these  reviews,  however,  it  was  not  possible 
to  make  a  special  classification  of  much  of 
the  information  having  an  immediate  bear- 
ing on  industrial  conditions  in  British  Co- 
lumbia. A  survey  of  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant features  of  the  industrial  situation 
as  disclosed  in  this  report  have  accordingly 
been  made  the  subject  of  a  special  article 
which  is  commenced  in  the  present  issue  of 
the  Gazette. 

The  Annual  Convention  of  the  Iron 
Moulder's  Union  of  North  America,  held 
in  Toronto  during  the  month  of  July,  at- 
tracted more  interest  in  labour  circles  than 
any  other  happening  of  the  month.  The 
convention  was  instructive  as  showing  the 
nature  of  subjects  dealt  with  by  labour  or- 
ganizations and  their  method  of  procedure 
in  dealing  with  the  same.  A  brief  review 
of  the  proceedings  of  this  convention  are 
given  in  the  present  issue. 
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The  July  number  of  the  Gazette  con- 
tained a  special  article  on  the  labour  legis- 
lation passed  at  the  recent  session  of  the 
legislature  of  British  Columbia.  In  this 
article  attention  was  directed  to  that  part 
of  the  legislation  which  had  to  do  with  the 
subject  of  trade  unionism  and  the  payment 
of  wages  and  other  conditions  governing 
employment  on  government  contract  work. 


The  session  was  an  important  one  from  a 
labour  standpoint,  an  exceptionally  large 
number  of  labour  measures  having  been 
passed.  The  balance  of  these  including  an 
Employers'  Liability  Act  and  Acts  inteded 
to  restrict  the  employment  of  Oriental 
labour  in  the  province  are  reviewed  in  the 
present  issue. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  JULY. 

I.— GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

AS  will  be  seen  from  the  special  reports  street  railway  employees  and  carpenters  had 
of  correspondents  to  the  Gazette  for  additions  made  to  their  respective  wage 
the  month  of  July,  the  condition  of  the  scale  since  the  beginning  of  the  month.  A 
labour  market  throughout  the  Dominion  number  of  instances  of  increases  in  the 
has  remained  with  few  changes,  other  than  rates  of  wages  which  went  into  effect  on 
those  of  a  seasonal  nature,  from  that  report-  July  1,  have  been  already  referred  to  in  the 
ed  in  the  June  issue.  On  the  whole  the  sit-  Gazette.  In  the  city  of  Hull,  Que.,  on  the 
uation  may  be  referred  to  as  eminently  sat-  other  hand  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent  is  re- 
isfactory.  The  general  prosperity  in  trade  ported  in  the  wages  of  those  engaged  on 
and  industry  continues,  and  there  has  been  civic  work,  in  the  same  locality  wages  offer- 
as  compared  with  May  and  June  a  cessation  ed  to  men  engaging  for  the  coming  season's 
of  disturbing  influences  among  the  working  lumbering  operations  were  never  more  sat- 
classes.  Whereas  27  new  strikes  were  re-  isfactory.  The  tendency  towards  a  higher 
ported  to  the  Department  during  May,  and  scale  of  remuneration  for  labour,  according- 
16  during  June,  the  past  month  has  shown  ly,  may  still  be  said  to  be  one  of  the  v/ell- 
a  decrease  in  the  number  of  industrial  dis-  marked  industrial  features  of  the  month 
putes  to  7,  as  compared,  moreover,  with  14  throughout  Canada,  though  it  will  be  noted 
for  the  corresponding  month  of  last  year,  as  absent,  in  a  marked  degree  as  compared 
Wages  in  the  meantime  have  remained  with  the  last  two  months,  from  the  causes 
steady  with,  in  some  districts,  a  continuance  of  labour  disturbances  during  the  month, 
of  the  upward  tendency  which  was  so  mark-  Prices  meantime  have  shown  very  little  if 
ed  a  feature  of  the  labour  market  of  May  any  variation,  the  high  level  of  the  earlier 
and  June.  For  example,  in  Toronto,  sheet  months  being  maintained  in  meats,  and  coal 
metal  workers  obtained  a  raise  from  a  min-  owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  Pennsyl- 
imum  scale  of  22£c.  to  a  minimum  of  25c.  vania  strike  showing  still  further  advances 
per  hour;  in  Kingston,  bricklayers,  masons  at  several  points. 
and  labourers  have  been  increased ;  in  Mont- 
real, street  railway  employees  have  received  The  Crop  Outlook  in  the  East, 
a    10    per    cent    increase  involving  in  the 

neighbourhood  of  $50,000  annually  in  the  As  was  the  case  in  June,  the  agricultural 

way  of  additional  outlay  on  wages  account;  industry  by  reason  of  the  critical  time  of 

and  certain  classes  of  employees  in  the  M.  the  year  through  which  it  is  now  passing, 

C.R.,  shops  at  St.  Thomas  have  been  re-  has  received  very  widespread  attention  in 

ceiving  l£c.  more  per  hour,  iron  workers'  all  parts  of  Canada  during  the  past  month, 

helpers  in  the  same  shop  received  an  in-  The  continuance  of  the  rainy  weather  of  the 

crease  of  10  per  cent;  while  at  Winnipeg,  earlier  months,  which  has  been  general  for 
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many  weeks,  has  done  much  to  render  the  heavy  yield  of  grain  are  reported  very  pro- 
situation  an  anxious  one  for  the  farmers  of  mising.  Coarse  grains  in  particular  are  in 
the  country.  The  damage,  however,  as  esti-  exceedingly  good  condition  and  in  spite 
mated  at  the  close  of  the  month,  had  been  of  damage  by  rain  and  locusts  in  isolated 
much  less  than  was  anticipated  at  an  earlier  localities  during  June  and  the  past  month 
date.  Difficulty  was  experienced  in  Ontario  will  probably  exceed  the  yield  of  last  year, 
and  Quebec  in  the  curing  of  the  hay  crop,  the  transportation  rather  than  the  agricul- 
but  on  the  whole  an  exceedingly  heavy  yield  tural  industry  apparently  suffering  from 
of  hay  has  been  the  result  of  the  season's  these  causes.  The  heavy  rains  of  the  early 
operations.  Information  collected  by  the  part  of  the  season  have  been  followed  by 
various  provincial  governments,  by  banks,  warm  weather,  and  although  in  Assiniboia 
and  by  mercantile  agencies,  all  bears  evi-  wheat  was  at  the  end  of  the  month  already 
dence  to  the  fact  that  although  crops  on  headed  out,  the  harvest  will  probably  be 
low-lying  lands  have  suffered  from  the  wet  later  than  last  year.  With  the  increased 
which  followed  the  early  opening  of  the  acreage  as  well  as  the  assurance  of  a  heavy 
spring  season,  on  high  lands  the  prospects  crop  prosperity  is  apparently  promised  for 
for  a  bountiful  yield  are  quite  satisfactory,  the  west  by  present  conditions  for  some 
Corn  is  a  comparative  failure,  and  peas  in  time  to  come,  from  25  to  35  bushels  per 
all  probability  will  be  below  the  average,  average  acre  of  wheat  and  as  high  as  60 
Wheat  and  oats  are  very  fair,  though  below  bushels  per  acre  of  barley  being  expected 
the  average  in  Quebec,  where,  however,  the  with  confidence  in  many  localities, 
relatively  high  importance  of  the  green  fod-        Toward  the  end  of  the  month  the  annual 

der  and  clover  crops  m  the  produce  of  the  •  -c   i  u  *  t?    +         n 

,  L.      .            . ,  ingress    oi    labourers    irom    Eastern    Can- 
province,  and  the  favourable  conditions  re-  j    +         •  .  •    i,  +•  +•        -u 

,   .      ,.  .  ada  to  assist  in  harvesting  operations  began. 

ported  in  this  respect    are  stated  to  more  Arrangements  have  been  made  hy  which 

than  compensate  for  the  loss.  ..    .     7       j   ^       ^     j-      -i.  *•         x  xi_- 

it   is  hoped   that  the   distribution   oi   this 

With  the  exception  of  some   portions  of  labour  will  be  effected  on  a  more  satisfac- 

the  maritime  provinces  the  fruit    crop  will  tory  basis   than  last  year.     About   19,000 

be    exceptionally   heavy.     Excepting   cher-  men  were  thus  sent  into  the  west  in  1901, 

ries  alone  in  Ontario,  fruit  will   be  above  and  the  demand  of  the  present  season,  not 

the  average,  the  yield  of  small  fruits  in  par-  only  on  acount  of  the  exceptional  harvest 

ticular  having  been  phenomenal,  with  prices  that  is  promised,  but  also  owing  to  the  fact 

remunerative  and  market  conditions  parti-  that  the  general  prosperity  has  diminished 

cularly  favourable.     Some  injury  was  done  the  supply  of  labour  already  available  in 

by  hail  during  the  month,  but  this  was  gen-  the  west,  will  in  all  probability  be  for  a  still 

erally  local  in  its  effect.     In  view  of  these  larger      contingent.       By     this      season's 

facts  careful  and  honest  fruit  packing  for  arrangement  the  city  of  Winnipeg  will  be 

export  is  being  urged  upon  the  farmers  by  made  the  distributing  point  for  the  labour- 

the  Provincial  and  Dominion  authorities.  ers   from  the  east,   and  orders   for  hands 

Other  features  of  favourable  import  in  will  be  sent  to  that  point  by  letter,  telegram 
connection  with  the  outlook 'in  the  agricul-  or  personal  agent.  With  the  beginning  of 
tural  industry  in  the  eastern  provinces  have  the  season  proper  harvesters'  excursions  at 
been  the  particularly  favourable  conditions  the  rate  of  one  train  a  day  will  be  run  into 
prevailing  in  the  cattle,  hog  and  poultry  the  country  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  con- 
raising  branches,  while  the  fruit  canning  gestion  of  farm  hands  at  certain  centres, 
industry  is  also  benefiting  by  the  abun-  which  was  the  subject  of  such  widespread 
dance  of  the  supply  of  product.  complaint  last  year,  will  be  effectually  pre- 


The  Outlook  in  the  West. 


vented. 


As  an  index  of  the  prevailing  expectation 
In  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Terri-     as  to  the  future  development  of  the  Cana- 
tories   the   prospects   for   an   exceptionally     dian  west  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Ogilvie 
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Flour  Milling  Company  has  constructed  been  held  during  the  month  in  that  pro- 
seven  new  elevators  throughout  the  Terri-  vince  as  to  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
tories  since  the  opening  of  the  season,  with  provincial  government  to  allow  the  export 
an  average  capacity  of  32,000  bushels  each,  of  cedar  timber  to  the  United  States.  At 
and  has  projected  fourteen  more.  Liverpool,  14,877  tons  register  of  lumber 
There  has  been  much  discussion  during  were  received  in  June  from  Canada  as 
the  month  of  the  problem  of  moving  the  against  29,812  a  year  ago. 

large  crop  that  is  expected,  with  a  general  rj^e  pighine  Industry. 

belief  that  the  worst  features  of  last  year's 

experience  will  not  be  repeated.  In  the  fishing  industry  the  event  of  chief 

-o.    ,           .          j           j   .                 •,     .  importance  in  Canada  during  July  was  the 

Binder  twine  advanced  m  price  during  *                                             .       ,      «, 

.,              ,,,,,.      a    ,     •           i    •      xi  appearance  oi  the  sock-eye  m  the  Skeena 

the   month,   both   m    Ontario    and   in   the  .                .                           J                            . 

-vt    xi.                  j                •*       x    '    "'  i          •  river     early     m     the     month     and     fair 

North-west,  and  a  scarcity  oi  supply,  evi-  J                            . 

,         t  i      .i         i                  £  j    l      '  x    x  i  catches     were     reported     m     the     Fraser 

denced  by  the  reluctance  oi  dealers  to  take  .                                      .                          . 

,               *         •    *        n  river   towards   the   end.      Ine   question   of 

large  orders,  is  teared.  ,                                                       ^ 

the  granting  oi  trap  nets  for  salmon  fishing 

Conditions  in  other  Trades  and  Indus-  on  the  shores  of  Vancouver  island,  now 

tries,  that  the  reservation  upon  the  foreshores  has 

Conditions  in  the  various  other  trades  expired,  notice  having  been  given  by  the 
and  industries  of  the  Dominion  have  not  government  some  time  ago  of  the  cancel- 
varied  materially  during  July  from  those  lation  of  this  reserve,  has  been  much  dis- 
reported  in  the  Gazette  a  month  ago.  cussed.  The  chief  feature  of  the  opening 
Manufacturing  has  been  exceptionally  ac-  of  the  fishing  season  in  British  Columbia, 
tive  and  reports  from  the  larger  centres  however,  has  been  the  dispute  between  the 
tell  almost  uniformly  of  full  time  being  fishermen  and  the  canners  as  to  the  price 
worked  in  factories,  with  orders  for  some  to  be  paid  for  fish  on  the  Fraser  river.  A 
time  to  come  in  a  very  satisfactory  condi-  sliding  scale  was  offered  by  the  canners  by 
tion.  At  Sault  Ste.  Marie  500  tons  of  which  20  cents  was  to  be  paid  if  the  catch 
steels  rails  are  being  turned  out  daily  and  was  less  than  200,000  cases.  The  men, 
are  finding  a  market  in  Canada.  however,  expressed  a  preference  for  a  flat 

In  the  lumbering  industry,  the  high  rate.  A  compromise  was  effected  by  which 
water  in  the  rivers  has  prevented  the  beach-  a  graduated  scale  was  arranged,  20  cents  a 
ing  of  logs  and  made  the  problem  of  sup-  nsn  bein£  Paid  UP  to  a  catch  of  200,000 
plying  the  mills  a  simple  one.  The  organi-  cases>  and  a  minimum  price  of  11  cents  for 
zation  of  the  gangs  for  the  getting  out  of  a  catcn  of  500,000  cases  and  over.  An  addi- 
next  year's  timber  supply  has  been  begun  tional  complexity  was  added  by  the 
and  in  some  localities  completed.  An  im-  attitude  of  the  Japanese  fishermen  who 
portant  incident  in  this  connection  was  the  were  violently  opposed  to  the  proposal 
agreement  reached  at  a  conference  held  in  of  the  canners.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  city  of  Ottawa  during  the  month  be-  the  number  of  Japanese  available  for 
tween  the  health  authorities  of  the  pro-  fishing  operations  this  year  will  be  very 
vinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  repre-  much  less  than  that  of  last  year  owing  to 
sentatives  of  the  leading  Canadian  lumber-  the  fact  that  numbers  of  them  have  obtain- 
ing firms,  whereby  measures  were  taken  ed  employment  in  the  shingle  bolt  mills 
for  more  strict  enforcement  of  the  provin-  which  have  been  opened  all  along  the 
cial  by-laws  concerning  contagious  diseases  British  Columbia  coasts  as  a  consequence 
in  shanties.  In  British  Columbia,  the  of  the  recent  prosperous  conditions  of  the 
favourable  conditions  of  May  and  June  saw-milling  industry, 
continue  and  still  further  additions  to  the  On  July  24,  the  following  arrangement 

number  of  saw-mills  in  the  province  are  was  agreed  to  for  the  year  by  the  canners 

■ 

in    comtemplation.      Some    discussion    has  and  fishermen : 
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1.  That  the  minimum  price  of  fish  be  fixed 
at  11  cents. 

2.  That  the  canners  restrict  the  number  of 
boats  to  be  employed  and  shall  give  prefer- 
ence to  union  men  and  Indians. 

3.  That  the  canners  give  assistance  in  col- 
lecting the  union  fees  and  dues  by  permitting 
their  book-keepers  to  deduct  the  same  from 
the  pay  of  the  union  fishermen. 

4.  That  the  canners  will  permit  a  represen- 
tative of  the  fishermen  to  check  the  records 
of  the  catch  and  pack  for  the  season  at  the 
close  of  the  same. 

5.  That  August  25  shall  be  considered  the  last 
day  of  the  sock-eye  fishing,  and  that  the  count 
of  the  pack  shall  be  made  within  a  week  after 
that  date. 

6.  That  the  last  four  clauses  will  be  taken 
into  careful  consideration  by  the  canners  in 
any  subsequent  negotiations  with  the  fisher- 
men who  desire  the  same  to  become  perman- 
ent regulations  in  connection  with  the  fish- 
ing. 

On  the  Atlantic  coast  fishing  operations 
have  been  on  the  whole  less  satisfactory 
during  the  past  month  than  in  June. 


Commercial  Expansion. 

The  end  of  the  fiscal  year  on  June  30 
has  drawn  attention  with  renewed  emphasis 
to  the  increasing  volume  of  the  foreign 
trade  of  the  Dominion.  The  total  value 
of  the  import  and  export  trade  of  the  coun- 
try for  the  year  ended  June  30  amounted 
to  the  unprecedented  sum  of  $414,517,358, 
exceeding  the  previous  year,  when  the 
amount  was  $377,689,705  by  $36,827,673. 
Special  circumstances  have  undoubtedly 
contributed  towards  this  expansion,  the  ex- 
cellent wheat  crop  of  last  year  and  the  large 
quantites  of  forage  and  canned  goods  ex- 
ported to  South  Africa  for  the  use  of  the 
British  army  having  been  leading  features 
of  the  years  business.  The  closer  trade 
relations,  however,  which  it  is  expected, 
will  before  long  be  established  between 
South  Africa  and  Canada  will  tend  to 
make  the  latter  of  these  considerations  per- 
manent, and  as  already  pointed  out  the 
crops  for  the  present  season  promise  if 
anything  a  yield  in  excess  of  1901.  The  fis- 
cal year  of  1902-03,  accordingly,  has  opened 
with  foreign  trade  prospects  exceptionally 
bright.  Turning  again,  however,  to  the 
figures  for  last  year  as  based  upon  estimates 
of  the  Customs  Department  of  the  Domin- 
|  ion  at  the  end  of  the  month,  a  number  of 

interesting     comparisons    may     be     provi- 
so 


sionally  stated.  During  June  the  total 
value  of  imports  entered  for  consumption 
in  the  Dominion  amounted  to  $22,027,763 
as  against  $19,022,855  last  year,  while  for 
the  fiscal  year  the  figures  were  $202,791,595 
as  compared  with  $181,225,389  last  year. 
The  duty  collected  was  over  $3,000,000  in 
excess  of  last  year  and  about  $500,000  in 
excess  for  the  month  of  June  alone.  With 
regard  to  the  table  of  exports  the  grand 
total  shows  the  following  result : — 

FOR   THE   MONTH   OP  JUNE. 

1901. 

Domestic $22,175,763 

Foreign 3,018,175 

1902. 

Domestic $23,098,818 

Foreign 2,367,705 

FOR  THE   YEAR  ENDING  JUNE   30. 

1901. 

Domestic $177,639,192 

Foreign 18,825,124 

1902. 

Domestic $196,018,763 

Foreign 15,620,523 

As  a  sample  of  the  statistics  of  the  growth 
of  Canadian  manufactures  during  the  past 
six  years,  the  following  figures  may  be  re- 
corded : 

1896.  1902. 

Bricks,   tiles,   &c $      261,028  $      565,580 

Carpets 160,346  289,619 

Cement 252,882  784,747 

Clocks  and  watches 121,643  910,804 

Cottons 4,651,912  6,748,7o5 

Cordage  and  twine 261,032  1,495,623 

Drugs  and  chemicals..    ..  3,006,392  4,935,J08 

Earthenware   and   china..  568,393  1,136,062 

Iron   and   steel 10,203,042  28,771,260 

Woollens 8,723,561  9,233,525 

Much  more  information  of  a  similar  char- 
acter might  be  collected  from  reports  of  the 
month,  showing  the  increasing  extent  of  the 
trade  of  the  Dominion  with  Great  Britain, 
the  United  States  and  the  other  colonies  of 
the  empire. 

Canadian  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Up  to  June  30  last  the  revenue  of  the  Dom- 
inion on  consolidated  fund  acount  was 
$56,303,694,  and  the  expenditure  under  the 
same  heading  $42,225,316.  The  capital  ex- 
penditure up  to  the  same  date  was  $11,122,- 
155.  The  increase  in  the  ordinary  revenue 
for  the  financial  year  1901-02  over  the  pre- 
vious year  is  thus  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
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$5,500,000,  viz.,  an  increase  under  ordinary 
expenditure  of  $3,600,000,  and  under  capital 
expenditure  of  a  little  under  $2,000,000.  The 
buoyant  character  of  the  revenue  is  illus- 
trated by  the  following  table,  the  figures  in 
each  class  being  for  the  12  months  and  the 
-month  of  June  respectively  : — 

Total  to  June    Total  in  June, 

30, 1902.  1902. 

^Exports $3,807,652  $619,926 

Excise 822,145  88,627 

Post   Office 379,229  16,478 

Public    Works    and 

Railways 678,274  69,515 

The  chief  features  of  the  capital  expendi- 
ture are  an  increase  of  $2,169,000  on  public 
works,  railways  and  canals,  an  increase  of 
$42,238  on  Militia,  a  decrease  of  $392,419  for 
railway  subsidies,  a  decrease  of  $615,794 
upon  the  South  Africa  contingents,  and  an 
expenditure  of  $600,180  for  iron  and  steel 
bounties. 

A  partially  complete  comparative  state- 
ment of  expenditures  for  the  past  two  years 

is  as  follows : — 

1901.  1902. 
Public  Works,  Railways  and 

Canals $5,917,635  $8,084,739 

Dominion  lands 237,871  312,308 

Militia   (capital) 41,186  183,414 

Railway  subsidies 2,486,358  2,093,939 

Bounty   on  iron  and  steel 600,180 

South  African  contingent    ..      874,571  278,777 

N.  W.  T.    Rebellion    account.         1,453  1,214 


$9,556,169  $11,532, lo5 

Domestic  Trade  Conditions. 

Turning  to  the  domestic  trade  of  the 
country,  the  experience  of  the  past  month 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  very  similar  to  that 
of  June.  The  belated  summer  season  has 
to  a  greater  or  less  degrete  affected  business 
in  the  larger  wholesale  centres,  and  the  holi- 
day trade  has  suffered  from  the  same  cir- 
cumstance. Added  to  this  may  be  men- 
tioned as  an  unfavourable  factor  the  recur- 
rence of  the  annual  midsummer  lull  in  trade 
circles.  Better  weather  during  the  last  half 
of  the  month,  however,  improved  conditions 
considerably  in  Ontario  and  the  West. 
Prices,  moreover,  have  been  exceptionally 
strong,  and  payments  as  a  general  rule  well 
met.  The  outlook  for  fall  and  winter  goods 
is  already  very  promising.     In  the  West,  the 


number  of  failures  has  diminished  during 
the   month,    and    total   amount    of   liabili- 
ties also  shows  a  reduction.     Despite  a  few 
exceptionally    heavy    failures    in    British 
Columbia  which  have  been  referred  to  prev- 
iously in  the   Gazette,  the  total  liabilities 
reported  for  the  whole  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada  in   business   failures   during   the   first 
half  of  1902  amounted  to  only  $5,739,451, 
as  against  $5,530,926  last  year.     An  essen- 
tially sound  condition  accordingly  may  be 
said  to  be  indicated  in  the  various  lines 
of  retail  business.    Quotations  on  the  differ- 
ent  stock   exchanges   have   continued   firm 
during  July,  with  no  stringency  as  yet  ap- 
parent in  the  money  market,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  demand  for  money  consequent 
upon  the  approach  of  the  season    for    the 
movement  of  the  western  crops  became  con- 
siderably more  pronounced  toward  the  'close 
of  the  month.     The  wool  clip  has  been  de- 
layed. 

Banking  Statistics. 


A  return  which  was  presented  during  the 
month,  in  accordance  with  the  statute  of  the 
Department  of  Finance,  shows  a  develop- 
ment in  the  business  done  by  the  Canadian 
chartered  bank's  that  is  highly  significant 
and  important,  though  the  phenomenon  be- 
longs rather  to  the  past  few  years  than  to 
the  month  just  ended.  At  no  former  time 
in  the  history  of  the  country  have  the  banks 
held  so  much  money  on  deposit,  represent- 
ing the  savings  of  the  people,  or  been  able 
to  report  the  same  thoroughly  satisfactory 
condition  of  affairs.  A  comparison  of  the 
corresponding  return  made  in  1896  shows 
most  clearly  the  progress  and  prosperity  of 
the  banking  institutions  of  the  Dominion 
during  the  past  six  years.  Note  circulation 
within  that  period  has  expanded  more  than 
72  per  cent;  deposits  on  demand  more  than 
64  per  cent;  call  loans  in  Canada  more  than 
200  per  cent,  current  loans  in  Canada  near- 
ly 47  per  cent ;  paid-up  capital  about  11^  per 
cent,  reserve  fund  nearly  53  per  cent,  total 
liabilities  about  100  per  cent  and  total  as- 
sets about  80  per  cent.  The  exact  figures 
are  as  follows  : 


August,  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


67 


1896.  1902. 

Total  deposits $133,816,061  $341,863,961 

Loans   and   discounts    ...  206,970,096  303,738,698 

Liabilities 227,295,944  450,089,961 

Assets 315,212,349  566.361,673 

Capital   paid-up 62,198,415  69,358,448 

Note  circulation 29,359,444  50,754,716 

This  extraordinary  expansion  has  taken 
place  without  increase  in  the  number  of 
banks  doing  business.  In  1896,  there  were 
38  chartered  banks  in  Canada;  at  present 
there  are  35. 

With  regard  to  the  percentage  of  the  cash 
reserve  to  liabilities,  it  may  be  said  that  at 
a  recent  date  out  of  the  35  institutions  8 
held  a  cash  reserve  of  9  per  cent,  14  a  re- 
serve of  from  5  to  9  per  cent,  and  the  bal- 
ance less  than  5  per  cent. 

The  Colonization  Movement. 

Immigration  into  the  Canadian  North- 
west has  been,  on  the  whole,  less  active 
■during  the  past  month  than  in  June.  The 
movement  of  settlers  from  the  North-west- 
ern States  of  the  American  Union  has  con- 
siderably abated  pending  harvesting  opera- 
tions, though  indications  point  to  its  renew- 
al as  soon  as  the  more  active  season  of  the 
agricultural  industry  is  past.  In  the  mean- 
time the  Dominion  Department  of  Immi- 
gration has  arranged  for  an  exhibit  of 
Canadian  farm  products  at  fall  fairs 
throughout  the  Western  States  with  the 
object  of  still  further  stimulating  the 
ingress  of  this  class  of  settlers  by  acquaint- 
ing them  at  first  hand  with  the  possibilities 
of  the  country. 

During  the  month  complete  returns  for 

the   fiscal   year   terminating   on   June    30, 

1902,  were  received  by  the  Department  of 

the   Interior.      They   show   an   increase   of 

15,490  arrivals  of  settlers  in  Canada  over 

1900-01.    The  table  is  as  follows: — 

1901.  1902. 

British 11,810  17,000 

European  Continent 19,552  23,535 

United  States 17,987  24,099 

Totals 49,149        64,634 

As  the  returns  from  the  United  States 
indicated  in  the  above  table  are  as  yet  in- 
complete, the  total  number  of  immigrants 
arriving  in  Canada  during  the  year  will 
reach,  as  previously  estimated,  fully  65,000. 
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In  drawing  attention  to  this  unprecedented- 
ly  large  showing  it  should  also  be  pointed 
out  that  the  quality  of  the  classes  received 
for  settlement  during  the  present  year's 
operations  is  correspondingly  satisfactory. 
In  connection  with  the  above  table  of 
returns  a  remark  of  the  Labour  Gazette  of 
the  Board  of  Trade,  London,  England,  is 
of  interest.  In  noting  the  increase  in  the 
figures  showing  the  immigration  from  the 
United  Kingdom  to  Canada  it  points  out 
that  while  the.  table  places  the  British 
immigration  '  into  Canada  for  the  five 
months  ending  May  31,  1902,  at  10,447  as 
compared  with  4,346  for  same  period  last 
year,  the  immigration  from  the  United 
Kingdom  to  the  United  States  during  the 
same  period  shows  a  falling-off  of  1,371, 
while  emigration  to  Australasia  shows  a 
falling-off  of  571,  the  Canadian  increase 
shown  at  the  figures  stated  being  6,131. 

About  300  Welsh  from  Patagonia  were 
located  at  Saltcoats,  N.W.T.,  during  the 
month.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  2,200  still 
remain  in  Patagonia. 

The  revenue  from  Chinese  immigration 
for  the  year  ending  June  30  was  $364,972, 
as  compared  with  $178,704  for  the  previous 
year.  The  number  who  paid  tax  was  3,525, 
as  compared  with  2,518  in  1900-01. 

Reports  from  the  Temiscamingue  dis- 
trict in  Ontario  are  to  the  effect  that  the 
country  is  being  opened  up  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  large  gangs  of  men  being  em- 
ployed by  the  government  in  the  construc- 
tion of  roads  which  are  at  present  the  most 
urgent  necessity  of  the  settlement.  Ten 
new  townships  are  being  opened  up  within 
the  year  and  will  speedily  be  provided  with 
sufficient  roadway  to  give  them  access  to 
the  older  portions  of  the  province.  The  rush 
into  the  district  has  ceased  until  the  sea- 
son's crops  are  harvested. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  commission 
which  has  charge  of  the  construction  of 
the  Ontario  government  railway  to  Lake 
Temiscamingue  was  held  on  July  29. 

Land  Sales  in  the  West. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Land 
Department  reports  257,644-58  acres    sold 
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during  June  at  a  price  per  acre  of  $3.67. 
In  June  1901,  the  sales  were  only  50,168 :03 
acres  at  the  price  of  $3.21  per  acre.  This 
shows  an  increase  in  lands  sold  of  207,476*- 
55  acres  during  the  month,  or  over  400  per 
cent,  and  in  the  price  received  an  increase- 
of  $784,484.11  though  the  average  price  per 
acre  has  increased  only  46  cents.  Sales  for 
the  period  by  the  Canadian  North-west 
Land  Company  were  also  reported  satis- 
factory. 

Reports  of  homesteads  entries  in  Mani- 
toba and  the  North-west  Territories  show 
an  increase  of  6,665  for  last  year,  the  total 
entries  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  being 
14,832  as  against  8,167  in  1901,  7,426  in 
1900,  6,689  in  1899,  4,848  in  1898,  2,384  in 
1897,  and  1,857  in  1896.  The  entries  for 
1902  represent  a  total  acreage  of  free  land 
amounting  to  .2,373,120  acres  as  compared 
with  297,180  in  1896.  Of  these  Regina 
received  the  largest  number  of  entries,  viz : 
2,438;  Edmonton  received  2,245;  Alameda 
1979;  Calgary  1494;  Red  River  1150;  and 
Prince  Albert  1010. 

Conditions  in  British  Columbia. 

In  British  Columbia,  the  opening  of  the 
salmon  fishing  season  was,  as  already  stated, 
the  industrial  feature  of  the  month.  There 
has  been,  however,  a  distinctly  buoyant  tone 
observable  in  the  general  trade  and  labour 
situation  throughout  the  province  during 
July.  The  agricultural  industry,  though 
conducted  on  a  comparatively  unimportant 
scale,  has  been  the  subject  of  special  atten- 
tion. The  mining  output  is  still  reduced  at 
Rossland,  and  the  strike  of  the  Fernie  coal 
mines  by  causing  a  shortage  of  coke  in  some 
places,  has  been  an  influence  tending  to  in- 
dustrial depression.  In  the  boundary  coun- 
try especially  has  this  influence  been  felt, 
and  several  smelters  have  temporarily  shut 
down  until  the  difficulty  is  tided  over.  The 
success  of  the  experiment  of  treating  silver 
lead  ore  by  a  new  electric  process  at  Trail 
has,  however,  been  an  encouraging  incident 
of  the  month.  The  ending  of  the  traffic  rate 
war  between  the  companies  which  control 
transportation  into  the  Yukon  has  had    a 


Steadying  effect  on  trade  between  the    two 
districts. 

The  contract  for  the  driving  of  over  13,- 
000  feet,  or  about  2£  miles,  of  tunnel 
through  the  mountains  separating  Lakes 
Beautiful  and  Coquitlam  was  awarded  dur- 
ing the  month  by  the  Vancouver  Power 
Company,  and  is  one  of  the  largest  under- 
takings of  the  kind  ever  promoted  in 
Canada. 

In  the  Yukon  Territory,  the  labour  mar- 
ket, according  to  the  reports  of  local  labour 
associations,  is  in  a  congested  condition. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

During  the  month  the  establishment  of  a 
Canadian  mint  was  approved  by  the  Imper- 
ial government. 

The  Dominion  Customs  Department  has 
prohibited  the  landing  of  excursion  parties 
from  Buffalo  at  Canadian  points  on  Sun- 
days. 

Anxiety  as  to  the  winter's  coal  supply, 
owing  to  the  continuance  of  the  strike  of 
coal  miners  in  Pennsylvania,  is  being  gen- 
erally felt  in  Canada,  and  more  particularly 
in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west. 

Five  firemen  were  killed  while  on  duty  in 
Toronto  on  July  10  under  circumstances 
which  affected  to  an  unusual  degree  the  pub- 
lic sympathy  of  the  locality.  A  public 
funeral  was  held,  and  a  fund  of  upwards  of 
$51,000  raised  for  the  benefit  of  their  fami- 
lies. 

A  bulletin  issued  by  the  Census  Depart- 
ment, dated  July  16,  gives  returns  for  three 
classes  of  infirm  in  Canada,  namely,  the 
blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  insane  or 
unsound  of  mind.  The  records  are  grouped 
to  show  for  the  provinces  and  Dominion  the 
several  classes  of  infirmities  according  to 
sex,  conjugal  condition,  age,  racial  origin, 
place  of  birth  and  occupation.  There  are 
tables  showing  the  rate  per  thousand  of  the 
number  of  infirm  persons  and  the  number 
of  persons  subject  to  the  several  infirmities 
in  1891  and  1901.  In  all,  there  are  3,279 
blind  persons,  6,974  deaf  and  dumb  persons 
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and  16,495  persons  of  unsound  mind  in  Can-        The  annual  union  meeting  of  the    Bro- 

ada,  or  a  proportion  per  thousand  of  0  -6165,  therhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  of 

1-1608  and  3-1014  respectively.  the  Grand  International  Auxiliary  of  the 

.  -,.  ,     £    ,i      tw  _•    •  Brotherhood  was  held  in  Toronto  beginning 

According  to  a  report  of    the  Dominion  &  f 

~         .    .  _ca-ix  j  t\  •     •  on  July  22.     Over  300  delegates  from    all 

Commissioner  of  Agriculture  and  Dairying,  *  *  .  & 

Al  t     ,  :      x      4.1,  parts  of  the  United  fetates  and  Canada  were 

the  government  coal  storage  service  for  the  ^ 

j.  i  .    i    •         ,.!•     j  .     ..    £  n  present,  and  were  entertained  by  the  local 

carriage  of  butter  is  being  utilized  to  its  lull         .        '     ,  .  ,        ,      ..        , 

.,     ,i  .  -d  j?  •         x  union.     Ihe  meetings  were  largely  for  the 

capacity  this  season.     Refrigerator  cars  are  fe  &    J  . 

,.  j.  T,x/irvxx-  •  x    -  purpose  of  dealing  with  matters  of  a  legis- 

bemg  run  from  about  40  starting  points  to  f    .F    °  &mi  ■      ■  .  & 

,r  ,      .  ,  .  ,  .     ,>,.  lative  character.     Ihe  membership  of    the 

Montreal,  picking  up  butter  at  stations  on  ,     „         . 

the  way.     The  Department  of  Agriculture  u,mon  »  °^  30  000,  composed  of  engineers 

,1      .        i  .  •         i      .      i-i  throughout  the  United  States,  Mexico  and 

is  paying  the  ice  charges  m  order  to  allow  a  to  ' 

_o  i  ,  i  i    •     .I,  4.4.        i,-  Canada,  and  the  average  monthly  payment 

careful  test  to  be  made  m  the  matter,  ship-  '  °     .        -         , 

pers  being  charged  only  the  usual  car-load  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  for    the  past 

rates.    A  circular  has  been  issued   to  rail-  year  was  about  $75,000.     The  Brotherhood 

.  j.  •   «  .•  ,     ,i  dates  back  to  the  year  1863.     It    has    now 

way  agents,  containing  suggestions  as  to  the  .....  J   . 

n      r  •         .  j  531  sub-divisions  and  holds  contracts  with 

proper  management  of  refrigerator  cars  and 

their  contents.  It  is  recommended  that  over  90  per  cent  of  the  railway  comPanies 
cheese  is  not  to  be  loaded  into  refrigerator  of  America.  Over  $10,000,000  has  been 
cars  subsidized  by  the  government  for  the  Paid  in  insurance  by  the  order  since  its 
carriage  of  butter,  owing  to  the  heating  foundation.  The  next  annual  union  meet- 
effect  of  the  former  cargo.  ing  will  be  held  at  Winnipeg. 

II.— REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 

HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT.  The  season  has  been  very  disappointing 

in  some  branches  of  agriculture.  The  straw- 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports  b  c        has  been  somewhat  of  a  failure 

as  ionows :  while  the  apple  product  will,  it  is  expected, 

The  present  month  has  been  one  of  con-  be  inferior  in  quantity  and  quality.    There 

tinued  and  exceptional  activity.    The  build-  has  been,  however,  an  abundant  crop  of  hay. 
ing   trades    are    very    busy,    while    in    the         The   fishing    industry   is    about   normal, 

painting  trade,  the   demand  for  workmen  wjth  mackerel  practically  a  failure, 
has  been  in  excess  of  the  supply.  In  commer- 


cial circles  business   has  been  very  much 


While   there   is   nothing   important  pro- 
mised for  the  immediate  future  in  railroad 
increased,    both   on    the   railways   and    m  L.  ,  .,,   ,  , 

™       —,,  -    ,  c  ttt-    •      construction,  an  early  start  will   be  made 


on  the  South  Shore  railway,  from  Halifax 
to  Yarmouth,  and  on  the  laying  of  new 
steel  rails  on  the  I.  C.  R.  from  Halifax  to 
Windsor. 


ocean  traffic.  The  return  of  the  ss.  '  Wini- 
fredian,'  from  South  Africa  with  troops, 
and  arrivals  of  tourists  have  added  much 
to  the  general  activity  and  created  an  in- 
creased demand  for  skilled  and  unskilled 
labour.  Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  In  the  building  trades  general  activity 
report  brisk  business.  The  general  tranquil-     prevails. 

lity  of  the  month  has^  been  disturbed  by  a         Bricklayers  and  masons  are  very  busy. 

lock-out  on  the  Chronicle- Echo  newspapers, 

in  which  some  fifteen  men  and  four  boys         Carpenters     and     joiners     report     work 

are  involved.    An  effort  to  adjust  the  mat-  Plentlful- 

ter,  made  by  the  men,  has  failed,  'and  the  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  not  all  em- 
trouble  is  still  unsettled.  The  difficulty  ployed,  but  among  painters  the  demand  for 
began  on  Wednesday,  July  16.  labour  exceeds  the  supply,  while  stonecut- 
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ters  and  builder's  labourers  report  plenty  of 
work. 

.Iron  moulders,  machinists,  electrical 
workers,  and  linemen  report  work  fairly 
good ;  while  boilermakers  are  busy. 

Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  continue 
to  be  actively  employed. 

Printers  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Pressmen  are  busy. 

Delivery  employees  report  work  very 
brisk. 

Railroad  and  steamboat  employees  are 
exceptionally  busy. 

Unskilled  labour  has  been  busy  during 
the  month. 

District  Notes. 

North  Sydney. — The  tramway  from  Syd- 
ney to  Sydney  Mines  is  being  rushed  to 
completion,  some  800  men  being  employed. 

Pictou. — A  big  meeting  of  farmers  on 
July  1st,  was  held  in  this  district,  and  a 
useful  discussion  on  agriculture  and  kind- 
red pursuits  held. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

M.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

The  labour  market  during  July  was  prac- 
tically in  the  same  condition  as  in  June,  the 
demand  for  men  remaining  slightly  in  ex- 
cess of  the  supply,  although  no  new  lines  of 
employment  were  opened  up.  The  excep- 
tional activity  noted  in  the  building  trades 
last  month  continued  with  a  trifling  diminu- 
tion. Commercial  houses  report  a  larger 
volume  of  business  in  June  than  in  July. 
Shipments  of  lobsters  have  also  fallen  off 
this  month,  but  the  export  of  cheese  has  in- 
creased. The  volume  of  export  trade  has 
been  swelled  by  the  shipment  on  the  first 
direct  steamer  between  Charlottetown  and 
Manchester  this  season  with  a  cargo  of  cat- 
tle, sheep,  butter  and  cheese.  Wholesale 
and  retail  trade  has  been  a  little  quieter  in 
July   than   in   June.      Tourist   traffic,   un- 


favourably influenced  by  the  cold  weather 
early  in  the  season,  has  improved  with  the 
rise  of  temperature  in  the  latter  part  of  July. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  rates  of 
wages  or  hours  of  labour,  and  the  harmon- 
ious relations,  prevailing  last  month  be- 
tween employer  and  employees,  have  con- 
tinued undisturbed. 

Hay  cutting  was  general  throughout  the 
province  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
and  the  demand  for  farm  labourers  exceeded 
the  supply.  Hay  is  a  poor  crop,  but  the 
grain  and  root  crops  give  promise  of  a  good 
yield.  The  output  from  the  cheese  factor- 
ies will  show  a  falling  off,  owing  to  cold 
weather  earlier  in  the  season  and  the  dry 
pastures  in  July,  both  conditions  lessening 
the  supply  of  milk.  There  will  be  a  good 
yield  of  fruit  this  year.  The  orchards  have 
been  well  looked  after,  and  the  good  results 
of  pruning  and  spraying  conducted  under 
supervision  of  travelling  instructors  ap- 
pointed by  the  government  are  quite  mani- 
fest. The  poultry  industry,  which  is  yet  in 
its  infancy,  has  shown  an  advance  during 
this  month. 

The  lobster  catch  was  much  smaller  in 
July  than  in  June,  and  the  fishing  is  practi- 
cally over  this  season,  although  extensions 
have  been  granted. 

Manufacturing  conditions  remain  about 
the  same  as  last  month.  Work  on  the  new 
Southern  Branch  Railway  and  the  E ills- 
borough  Bridge  is  being  energetically  car- 
ried on,  and  over  six  hundred  men  are  em- 
ployed, an  increase  from  last  month.  Good 
labourers  can  still  find  employment  on  these 
works. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  been  fairly 
busy,  and  the  construction  of  a  new  reser- 
voir for  the  water  works  has  added  to  the 
number  of  men  employed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  all  found 
steady  employment,  and  building  operations 
continue  brisk,  especially  in  the  country. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have  been  busier 
than  last  month,  while  painters,  decorators 
and  paperhangers  report  but  a  very  slight 
decrease  in  business  from  last  month. 
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Plumbers  found  June  a  better  month  than 
July. 

Gas  and  steam-fitters  have  been  fairly 
busy. 

Builders'  labourers  have  had  a  fair 
amount  of  work. 

Iron  moulders,  iron  workers,  machinists 
and  engineers  have  had  steady  employment. 

Linemen  have  been  bus^. 

Blacksmiths  have  been  steadily  employed. 

Bicycle  workers  have  been  doing  fairly 
well. 

Wood  workers  have  found  July  quieter 
than  June. 

Carriage  makers  and  car  builders  have 
been  fairly  busy. 

Printers  and  ~bookbinders  have  been 
steadily  employed. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  trade  quieter 
than  last  month. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  have  been  busy. 

Bakers  and  butchers  report  business  about 
the  same  as  last  month. 

Tanners  and  curriers  have  had  a  good 
month. 

Barbers  have  done  more  work  in  July 
than  in  June. 

Railroad  men,  steam  boatmen,  longshore- 
men, have  had  a  good  month. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  have  been 
busy. 

The  demand  for  unskilled  labour  has  not 
been  quite  so  good  as  last  month,  especially 
in  the  city,  as  the  greater  part  of  the  street 
work  is  over  for  the  season. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

Labour  conditions  during  the  past  month 
have  been  equally  as  good  as  in  June,  and 
the  prospects  are  bright  for  the  autumn 
months.  Several  contracts  for  new  bridges 
have  been  awarded  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment to   replace   those   carried    away    and 


damaged  by  spring  freshets.  Tenders  for 
a  new  round-house  for  the  I.C.R.  have  been 
called  for,  and  the  building  is  expected  to 
be  in  readiness  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Ex- 
cavations are  being  made  for  the  erection 
of  a  new  brick  school  house.  Among  the 
factories  the  Cornwall  and  York  cotton 
mills  have  been  improved  by  the  putting  in 
of  new  machinery  and  by  repairing  the  old. 
When-  all  is  completed  60,000  spindles  will 
be  in  operation.  The  manager  complained 
that  there  was  a  dearth  of  skilled  and  un- 
skilled help  during  the  warm  weather. 
Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  that 
business  was  good  during  the  month. 

Agriculturists  say  that  the  country  is 
looking  better  than  for  a  number  of  years, 
the  plenteous  rain,  followed  by  warm  wea- 
ther, proving  a  great  benefit. 

Fishing  in  the  harbour  is  almost  at  an 
end.  Most  of  the  fish  are  now  caught  down 
the  bay. 

Work  on  the  I.C.B.  improvements  was 
resumed,  and  a  large  number  of  men  are 
employed  at  wages  of  $1.19  per  day  of  ten 
hours. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  fairly  well 
employed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  continue  busy. 

Painters  and  decorators  are  all  steadily 
employed. 

Stonecutters  are  busy. 

Builders'  labourers  are  all  employed. 

Iron  moulders  are  busy.  The  strike  is 
still  unsettled. 

Electrical  workers  and  linemen  report 
work  brisk. 

Bicycle  workers  continue  busy  on  repairs. 

Horseshoers  report  conditions  favourable. 

Wood  workers  are  busily  employed. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  busi- 
ness very  brisk. 

Shingle  sawyers  and  bunchers  say  that 
work  continues  very  brisk. 

Steamboatmen,  steamboat  firemen  and 
ship  labourers  are  steadily  employe-d. 
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Street  railway  employees  have  been  mak- 
ing extra  trips  since  the  opening  of  the 
Douglas  Avenue  branch. 

Cab  drivers,  carters,  teamsters  and  ex- 
pressmen report  business  good. 

Unskilled  labourers  are  very  busy,  some 
forty  men  being  at  work  raising  and  repair- 
ing the  dam  at  Little  River  reservoir,  also 
repairing  and  improving  the  city  streets. 

Printers  report  business  only  fair,  al- 
though in  some  offices  it  is  considered  very 
good. 

Pressmen  continue  busy. 

Bookbinders  are  all  steadily  employed. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  business  slack. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  are  all  busy. 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters  report  business 
only  fair,  on  account  of  a  great  many  citi- 
zens residing  in  the  country  during  the 
summer. 

Ice  drivers  are  very  busy. 

Cigarmakers  report  work  only  fair. 

Barbers,  broommakers,  clerks,  stenogra- 
phers and  delivery  employees  are  all  well 
employed. 

Hotel  and  restaurant  employees  are  very 
busy  just  now,  on  account  of  the  tourist 
trade.  * 

Laundry  workers  are  exceptionally  busy. 

Railroad  conductors,  engineers,  firemen, 
telegraphists,  trainmen,  switchmen,  track- 
men, freight  handlers,  &c,  are  very  busy, 
the  traffic  on  both  the  I.C.E.  and  C.P.R. 
being  very  heavy. 

District  Notes. 

Moncton. — The  moulders'  strike  is  not 
yet  settled. 

Sackville. — The  moulders'  strike  was  set- 
tled on  July  3.  The  Messrs.  Fawcett  agreed 
to  the  wage  scale,  but  declined  to  discharge 
boys  and  make  his  shop  a  union  establish- 
ment.   This  was  accepted  by  the  men. 

The  Intercolonial  copper  mine,  between 
Sackville    and    Dorchester,    is    employing 


twenty-five  miners  getting  out  ore.  This 
ore  contains  from  3  to  3£  per  cent  copper, 
averaging  about  80  pounds  to  the  ton. 

QUEBEC,   QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J.  Jobin  and  Edward  Little, 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows : — 

Labour  conditions  during  July  showed  a 
marked  improvement  over  May  and  June, 
favourable  weather  causing  the  demand  for 
labour  to  be  well  maintained  throughout 
the  month.  Painters  have  been  particu- 
larly busy,  and  the  iron,  shipbuilding  trades 
have  also  been  employed  to  their  full  capa- 
city, the  graving  dock  at  St.  Joseph  de 
Levis  being  occupied  continuously.  No  new 
labour  disturbance  of  a  serious  nature  was 
reported  during  the  month. 

The  dispute  between  the  Ship  Labourers 
Society  and  the  Leyland  SS.  Co.,  reached 
its  climax  on  the  4th  of  the  month  when 
the  ss.  "  Iberian  "  utilized  the  services  of  its 
crew  discharging  its  cargo.  The  matter, 
however,  was  amically  adjusted  on  the  18th, 
the  men  receiving  the  same  rate  of  wages  as 
previously.  A  difficulty  of  minor  import- 
ance was  also  reported  in  one  of  the  shoe 
factories  of  the  city  involving  five  men  and 
three  boys  and  lasting  for  10  days. 

Farmers  report  a  satisfactory  crop  of  hay, 
but  potatoes  will  be  a  failure. 

Employees  of  saw-mills  and  shingle  mills 
are  busy,  the  larger  mills  working  night 
and  day. 

Work  has  commenced  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  electric  street  railway  in 
Levis. 

The  building  trades  are  very  active,  the 
demand  for  labour  exceeding  the  supply. 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steam  fitters  report  a 
fairly  good  month. 

The  metal  trades  are  active. 

Boot  and  shoe  manufacturing  and  the 
allied  trades  show  improved  conditions  over 
those  of  June  though  conditions  are  still 
unfavourable. 

Cigarmakers  are  well  employed. 
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The   opening  of  the   tourist   season  has  no  changes  in  wages  and  no  unrest  in  the 

given  employment  to  hotel  employees,  latin-  local  labour  market. 

dry  workers,  &c,  and  railway  conductors,  The  agricultural  outlook  at    the  end  of 

engineers,  trainmen,  &c,  have  been  busy  ^  month  ig.  by  no  means  promising,  and 

for  the  same  reason.  ^e  farmers  jn  this  district  will  suffer  ser- 

Long shoremen   and  ship   labourers   have  ious  losses  if  warm  dry  weather  does  not 

had  on  the  whole  the  best  month  of  the  soon  set  in.     In  very  few  instances  has  any 

present  season.   A  new  labour  union  known  hay  been  housed.     Other  crops  are  looking 

as  the  Quebec  Longshoremen's  Society  was  remarkably  well,  especially  on  high  lands, 

organized  on  the  9th  of  the  month.     It  is  Farm  labourers  are  scarce, 

composed  of  freight  handlers  employed  at  The  high  water  in  the  riyers  ig  of  great 

the  docks  and  warehouses,  who  number  in  assistance  to  the  lumoer  mUlSj  as  the  logs 

all  about  300.    Alfred  Beauchamp  is  Pres-  haye  been  carried  down  to  their  destination 

ident  and  William  Murphy,  Secretary.   The  without  being  <  beached.' 
new   organization   has   adopted   a   scale   of 

wages  of  25  cents  per  hour,  31±  cents  for  The    various     manufacturing     industries 

overtime,  and  40  cents  for  Sunday  work.  are  keP*  ver*  busy- 

Over  ten  hours  per  day  constitutes   over-  The  mining  industries  in  this  section  of 

time.     The  formation  of  this  union  is  due  the   township   report   a   busy   season.     The 

to  the  recent  difficulties  between  the  Leland  asbestos  mines  at  Black  Lake  and  Thetf  ord 

Line  and  the  Quebec  Ship  Labourers.    The  are  running  to  their  full  capacity,  with  the 

men   were   employed   in   the  freight  sheds  demand  for  the  product  very  good, 

and  refused  to  handle  goods  when  the  com-  In   aR   branches   of  the   0UiUing    trades 

pany  undertook  to  load  their  vessels  with  there  ig   activity<     In  the  city  there   is   a 

non-union   labour,   although    at   that   time  great    deal    of    jobbing   work    and    several 

they  were  not  organized  as  a  labour  society.  large  contracts  throughout  the  district  keep 

The  religious  community  known  as  the  the  demand  for  men  good. 

<  (Euvre  Patronage/  has  decided  to  enlarge  Piumhers  report  trade  very  active> 
its  present   school   accommodation   by   the 

construction  of  an  additional  building  to  The  machine  shops  report  business    very 

cost    $24,000.      Contracts    have    also    been  &ood-     The     Jenckes'     Machine     Company 

signed   for   the  laying  of  stone  pavement  has  3ust  completed  the  erection  of  a  refuse 

and  wall,   and  asphalting  in  front  of   St.  burner  for  J-  R  Booth>  at  Ottawa,  measur- 

Jean  Baptiste  Church,  involving  an  expen-  inS  35  feet  in  diameter  and  175  feet  high, 

diture  of  $4,650,  and  for  the  repairing  of  This  is  one  of  the  lar^est  in  Canada.     Or- 

St.  Peter,  St.  Paul  and  St.  Joseph  Streets.  ders  for  mininS  machinery  continue  active, 

and  in  the  smaller  shops  job  work  is  plenti- 

SHEKBKOOKE,  QUE.,  AND  DISTKICT.  fuL 

Conditions  in  the  printing  trade  are  very 

Mr.  Harry  Logic,  Correspondent,  reports  good?  exhibition  and  railway  work  keeping 

as  follows  :—  the  officeg  well  employed. 

The  continuance  of  wet  weather  during  The  merchant   tailors    are    suffering    in 

July  has  had  the  effect  of  causing  a  good  business  from  the  inciement  weather,   and 

deal  of  broken  time  among  workmen  who  wQrk  ig  not  ag  plentiful  as  is  generally  the 

are  engaged  m  building  and  other  outside  cage  at  thig  geag()n  of  ^  yeap< 
operations.     Machine,    wood-working      and 

other  shops  report  trade  good.     The  retail  Bakers  and  confectioners  report  business 

dry  goods  and  merchant    tailors  report    a  Sood>  many  of  them  shipping  their  products 

falling  off  in  purchases  owing  to  the  cold,  to  the  lar^e  summer  resort  at  North  Hatley. 

unseasonable    weather.     There     have     been  The  cigar  trade  is  active. 
3 
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Cab  drivers  and  hackmen  report  business  the  crops  are  as  good  as  last  year.   Several 

somewhat  dull.     The    carters    presented    a  farmers  have  harvested  their  hay. 

strong  petition  against  the  tariff  framed  by  The  fish  marhet  ifl  yery  good  but  priceg 

the  city  council.     The  matter  is  now  under  are  higher  than  lagt  year  owing  tQ  the  fact 

consideration.  that  the   Grande  Mere    and    Shawenigan 

There  is  still  a  good    demand    for    un-  dealers  buy  their  fish  here. 

skilled  labour.    Many  farmers  have  been  in  The   lumUr  tmde  stm    continues    very 

the  city  engaging  help  for  haying  and  har-  acW     Several  merchants  are  not  able  to 

vesting.  fm  ^e  orderg  that  they  have  received. 

District  Notes.  The  factories  are  all  very  busy  and  are 

The  shops  of  the  Gale  &  Sons'  iron  bed-  wel1  satisfied  with  the  prosperity  which  is 

stead  manufacturers   at   Waterville,  which  general  in  all  branches, 

were  burned  down  last  spring,  have    been  It  is  expected  that  a  large  business   in 

rebuilt  and  are  again  in  full  running  order,  mining  will  be  done  seeing  that  we  now 

About  150  men  and  boys  are  employed.  have  an  elevator  for  the  purpose.     Several 

The  new  paper  mills  at  Windsor    Mills  barges  wil1  arrive  to  be  discharged  when 


being  erected  by  the    Canada  Paper    Com- 
pany, at  a  cost  of  $250,000,  are  being  rap- 


this  elevator  is  ready. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  nearly  all  at 


idly  brought  to    completion,   and    a    large    work.    The  great  portion  of  them  are  busy 
number  of  skilled  and  unskilled  hands  are     building  the  new   chapel,    but  have    been 


employed. 

THREE    RIVERS,    QUE.,    AND    DIS 

TRICT. 


delayed  by  rain. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  very  busy  and 
are  earning  good  wages. 


Painters  and  decorators  have  been  very 
Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports     DUSV 

as  follows: — 


The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
the  city  and  district  is  very  satisfactory. 
The  different  classes  of  workmen  have  had 
plenty  of  work  and   are  all  well  satisfied 


Building  operations  have  been  very  quiet 
during  the  past  month. 

Blacksmiths  are  very  busy. 

Printers,   bakers,   butchers,   cigar  makers, 


with   wages.     The  new  elevator   is  nearly     barbers  and  glovemakers  are  nearly  all  em- 
completed.     There  is  a  great  deal  of  acti-     ployed  at  good  wages. 


vity  on  the  wharfs.  Several  steamers  have 
taken  on  loads  of  wood  and  some  have 
discharged  coal  for  the  Grande  Mere  Pulp 
Company.    Banks  and  stores  have  been  very 


ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent,  re- 


busy   during   the   past   month.     Labourers  ports  as  follows  : — 

have  increased  their  rates  of  wages,  some  The  condition  0f  the  labour  market    has 

of  them  asking  20  cents  for  the  first  hour  been  yery  satisfactory  during  the    month, 

and  15  cents  and  12*  cents  for  subsequent  geveral  of  the  boot  and  shoe  workers  who 

hours.       ^he  '  ^hree  Rivers  Gas  Company  is  were  {d]e  gince  the  closing  of  Seguin>  La_ 


very  busy  at  the  present  time.  About 
twenty  men  were  employed  last  week  under 
ground.  The  contractors  for  the  new 
wharf  have  arrived  and  the  work  is  being 
actively  pushed  forward. 


line  &  Co.'s  factory  have  obtained  work  in 
the  woollen  mills,  where  overtime  is  being 
worked.  Others  have  found  places  else- 
where in  the  surrounding  towns.  There 
are  still  some,  however,  without  work.   Mer- 


Farmers  have  been  much  delayed  by  the     chants  say  they  have  done  very  well  during 
continuous    rains    during    the    month    but     the  month.     Wages  and  working  day  hours 
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remain  as  they  were.  Only  one  small  la- 
bour difficulty  arose,  but  it  was  amicably 
settled,  the  employee  dismissed  by  the  man- 
ager of  the  Canadian  Woollen  Mills  having 
found  another  job. 

Farmers  have  been  very  busy  with  the 
hay  crop,  but  the  uncertain  weather  has  not 
been  favourable. 

Butter  and  cheese  makers  are  very  busy. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  not  been 
very  busy. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  plenty 
of  employment. 

Plumbers  were  fairly  busy,  as  were  also 
!  steamfitters. 

Machinists  still  continue  very  busy. 

Wagon  and  carriage  makers  have  suff- 
icient work  on  hand. 

Printers  are  busy. 

Journeymen  tailors  are  very  busy,  espe- 
cially at  the  Eastern  Clothing  Company's 
works,  where  about  70  tailors  and  tailor- 
esses  are  employed  making  up  clothing. 

The  cigar  factory  reports  a  number  of 
orders  in  advance. 

The  tanners  and  curriers  say  that  they 
have  had  good  conditions  during  the  month, 
though  their  number  has  diminished  since 
the  installation  of  new  machinery. 

Laundries  have  plenty  of  work,  especially 
'Le  Canadienne,'  which  employs  about 
twenty  hands.     The  wages  are  fair. 

MONTREAL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  J.  Ainey  and  J.  S.  Fitzpatrick, 
Correspondents,  reports  as  follows : — 

There  have  been  no  important  changes  in 
the  labour  market  in  this  city  and  district 
during  the  past  month.  Activity  has  been 
general,  with  the  exception  of  the  printing 
and  allied  trades,  and  business  very  good. 
The  building  trades  and  the  wholesale  cloth- 
ing and  garment  workers  trades  report  a 
very  busy  month,  and  for  skilled  labour  gen- 
erally the  demand  has  been  very  active. 
The  construction  of  the  Wilson  elevator  is 


being  rapidly  pushed  forward,  and  the 
G.T.R.  Co.  contemplates  the  erection  shortly 
of  another  elevator.  Other  important  build- 
ings in  process  of  construction  are  the 
Stock  Exchange  and  C.P.R.  Co.'s  work- 
shops. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters  and  join- 
ers have  been  very  busy.  The  building 
trades  are  considering  the  possibility  of  in1 
troducing  the  system  of  the  working  card, 
and  there  are  only  two  unions  which  have 
not  pronounced  themselves  in  its  favour. 

The  Street  Railway  Company  increased 
the  wages  of  its  employees  during  the 
month,  and  the  C.P.R.  Co.  has  also  raised 
the  wages  of  certain  of  its  employees  in  this 
city  one  cent  per  hour.  The  Street  Railway 
Company's  increases  to  its  employees  are  as 
follows  : — Employees  who  have  been  less 
tran  two  years  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany have  been  increased  from  14  2-7  cents 
to  15£  cents  an  hour;  those  of  two  years 
service  from  16  to  16£  cents.  These  in- 
creases were  granted  after  being  asked  for 
by  the  men. 

Plumbers  and  painters  report  trade  dull. 

Builders'  labourers  have  plenty  of  work 
at  higher  wages  than  last  year. 

Iron  moulders,  machinists,  electrical 
workers,  metal  polishers,  stove  mounters 
and  piece  hand  workers  report  active  condi- 
tions. 

Sheet  metal  workers  are  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. 

Wood  workers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  con- 
ditions favourable  at  fair  wages. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  report  conditions 
improving. 

Butchers  report  trade  good. 

Furriers  are  busy. 

Laundry  workers  and  ice  drivers  have  had 
an  excellent  month. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  R.  Laferriere,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 
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Throughout  July,  common  labour  and 
men  engaged  in  the  building  trades  were 
generally  idle  in  the  city.  Mill  and  factory 
hands  which  constitute  more  than  half  the 
working  population  lost  no  time,  except  in 
the  case  of  match  shop  girls  who  are  idle 
during  the  customary  summer  vacation. 
Merchants  complain  of  the  dullness  of  trade. 
The  railway  agency  reports  that  sixty  fami- 
lies have  in  consequence  of  these  conditions 
left  the  place  within  the  last  two  months, 
most  of  them  going  to  settle  in  New  On- 
tario. The  latter  part  of  the  month,  how- 
ever, saw  a  marked  activity  in  the  hiring 
of  *  bushmen,  the  demand  being  far  in 
excess  of  the  supply.  Many  idle  men, 
however,  prefer  to  wait  for  the  resumption 
of  the  civic  works,  which  is  just  started,  so 
that  August  will  hardly  see  an  idle  man  in 
Hull.  The  $40,000  which  the  corporation 
intends  to  spend  will  probably  bring  acti- 
vity to  the  building  trades.  Wages  will  be 
cut  down  from  7  to  10  per  cent  on  the  civic 
works.     Men    were  paid    $1.35  last    year. 

Some  thirty  men  are  out  on  strike  at 
Quyon  for  an  increase  of  wages  of  $2 
per  month.  They  are  employed  by  the  Up- 
per Ottawa  Improvement  Company. 

Reports  from  all  over  the  county  show 
the  crops  to  be  promising. 

The  lumbering  industry  was  fairly  active, 
shipping  not  being  overtaxed,  but  compar- 
ing favourably  with  last  year.  Saw-mill- 
ing is  very  brisk. 

Manufacturing  is  everywhere  active,  no 
spare  time  being  allowed,  especially  in 
Eddy's  Mills  and  in  the  Woollen  Mills. 

Prospects  are  not  good  for  mica  mining. 

Bushmen  are  paid  better  wages,  than  is 
known  to  have  ever  been  paid  before.  Five 
thousand  men  hire  in  Ottawa  for  the 
shanties,  of  whom  about  1,000  are  from 
Hull  and  this  district.  Wages  are  as  fol- 
laws :— Choppers,  $20  to  $28  ;  cooks,  $45; 
scorers,  $35 ;  liners,  $40 ;  hewers,  $50  to  $60. 
More  men  are  wanted. 

The  following  is  the  scale  of  wages  at 
present  paid  in  this  city: — 


Bricklayers  and   masons,  $3  per  day. 
Carpenters  and  joiners,  $1.75  per  day. 
Lathers  and  plasterers,  $2  to  $2.25  per  day. 
Painting,  decorating  and  paperhanging,  $2  per 

day. 
Stonecutters,  $3  per  day. 
Builders'   labourers,  $1.25  per  day. 
Machinists   and   engineers,    $2   to    $3    per   day. 
Electrical   workers,   $1.25   to   $1.50   per   day. 
Linemen,  $1.10  to  $1.25  per  day. 
Shipwrights   and   caulkers,    $1.75   to   $2.25   per 

day. 
Woodworkers,   $1.75  per  day. 
Common  labour,   $1.25  per  day. 
Factory  hands,  $1.25  to  $1.75  per  day. 
Sawmill  hands,  $1.15  to  $1.60  ;  at  Masham,  $1 

for  12  hours  per  day. 


Two  large  Hull  Companies  are  being 
sued  for  $8,000  and  $5,000  respectively  for 
alleged  negligence  in  the  case  of  the  drown- 
ing of  a  shantyman  from  Hull,  at  River 
Desert,  and  of  a  factory  hand  in  Hull. 
These  are  test  cases,  as  a  decision  in  the 
matter  of  the  protection  of  bushmen  on  the 
drive  was.  it  is  said,  never  previously  laid 
down  by  the  courts. 

OTTAWA.  OXT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  ^y.  Quayle,  Correspondent .  reports 
as  follows : — 

July  has  been  on  the  whole  a  quiet  month 
in  the  labour  market.  Busines-  was  fair, 
although  the  first  two  weeks  were  dull 
owing  to  bad  weather.  Employment  was 
fairly  general  in  all  trade-,  but  with  some 
it  was  quiet,  there  being  not  more  than 
sufficient  to  keep  the  men  employed.  Fall 
buying  among  the  merchants  continues  ac- 
tive, the  promise  of  a  bountiful  harvest 
causing  a  brisk  autumn  trade  to  be  ex- 
pected. Industrial  activity  was  moderate. 
The  woodworking  manufacturers  report  a 
dull  month  in  hardwood  products,  though 
there  was  a  reasonably  good  demand  for 
soft  wood  material,  such  as  doors,  sashi  3, 
&c. 

A  new  industry  was  reported  under  or-j 
ganization  at  the  end  of  the  month,  viz: — 
a  mica  cleaning  factory.     When  started  it! 
will   give   employment   to   a   large   number 
of  girls. 

In  the  surrounding  country  haying  was 
finished  and  a  big  crop  gathered,  though  a 
considerable  quantity  was  damaged  thr 

the  frequent  rainfalls. 
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The  lumbering  trade  showed  marked  acti- 
vity, the  brisk  demand  for  lumber  of  all 
kinds,  which  set  in  with  the  opening  of  the 
season,  having  been  maintained  through- 
out the  month.  The  mills  here  give  em- 
ployment to  a  large  number  of  men. 

The  building  trades  continued  fairly  ac- 
tive but  there  was  no  exceptional  rush. 

Painters  report  a  quiet  month  but  antici- 
pate busy  times  for  the  next  three  months. 
The  majority  of  the  men  were  jobbing 
while  waiting  for  the  woodwork  on  build- 
ings to  be  sufficiently  advanced  for  paint- 
ing. Eepairs  on  the  city  schools  also  gave 
employment  to  a  large  number  during  the 
month. 

There  was  general  activity  among  the 
printing  trades  and  an  idle  linotype  ma- 
chine operator  could  not  be  found. 

Railway  men  were  busy  during  the 
month.  General  traffic  was  good  and  to 
this,  towards  the  middle  of  the  month,  was 
added  the  rush  of  the  tourist  trade. 

The  motormen  and  conductors  on  the  Ot- 
tawa Electric  Railway  organized  during 
the  month  having  obtained  a  charter  from 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Street 
Railway  employees  affiliated  with  the  Ame- 
rican Federation  of  Labour. 

A  number  of  city  bands  not  connected 
with  the  Musical  Protective  Association, 
which  is  in  affiliation  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labour,  have  organized  and 
received  a  charter  from  the  Knights  of 
Labour.  The  new  union  is  known  as  Har- 
monic Assembly,  No.  2588. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Walter  8.  Macdiarmid,  Correspon- 
dent, reports  as  follows  : — 

The  month  has  shown  no  change  over 
that  preceding.  There  is  general  activity 
in  all  branches  of  labour,  especially  in  the 
building  trades,  and  contractors  report  a 
scarcity  of  men.  The  month  in  every  re- 
spect has  been  most  satisfactory.  Banks  re- 
port favourable  conditions ;  there  have  been 
large  shipments  of  cheese;  and  merchants. 


both  wholesale  and  retail,  have  been  busy. 
During  July  and  August  retail  clerks  will 
have  a  weekly  half-holiday.  There  have 
been  no  strikes  nor  lock-outs  reported  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Farmers  report  good  crop  prospects.  Corn 
is  backward,  on  account  of  rain,  but  there 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  harvest 
on  the  whole  will  surpass  that  of  last  year. 

Fishing  has  fallen  off,  and  the  catches  are 
not  as  large  as  during  the  earlier  months. 

Lumbering  operations  in  this  locality  are 
manifesting  the  same  activity  as  last  month. 

Manufacturing  in  the  different  branches 
represented  in  this  locality  is  steady. 

A  Brockville  firm  has  received  the  con- 
tract of  putting  a  new  roof  on  the  post  office 
at  Belleville. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners,  lathers  and  plasterers  are  steadily 
engaged,  and  painters,  decorators  and 
plumbers  report  a  good  month. 

Stonecutters  and  builders'  labourers  are 
busy. 

Iron  moulders  and  machinists  report  a 
good  month. 

Printers  report  a  good  month,  with  plenty 
of  work  on  hand. 

Tailors  have  been  well  employed. 

Butchers  and  cigarmahers  report  trade 
improving. 

District  Notes. 

Work  on  the  Deseronto  post  office  is  pro- 
gressing favourably. 

Stonecutters  at  Crookston  report  plenty 
of  work  in  prospect. 

Mining  operations  in  North  Hastings  are 
active.  A  new  branch  of  the  industry  has 
just  started,  employing  150  men. 

KINGSTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.    William   Kelly,    Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows : — 

Labour  generally  has  been  fully  employ- 
ed during  the  month.     As  was  the  case  in 
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June,  contractors  have  had  difficutly  in  ob- 
taining mechanics  to  finish  their  contracts 
on  time.  Masons  in  particular  have  been 
scarce.  With  respect  to  the  demand  for 
labour,  and  opportunities  for  securing  em- 
ployment, the  month  was  far  ahead  of  last 
month  and  the  corresponding  month  last 
year.  Though  on  account  of  the  scarcity 
of  mechanics  very  few  contracts  were 
awarded  during  the  month,  great  activity 
prevails  in  connection  with  the  building 
trades,  while  the  great  amount  of  transpor- 
tation business,  in  shipments  of  various 
kinds,  and  clearings  at  the  banks,  &c,  indi- 
cate exceptional  commercial  activity.  The 
wholesale  and  retail  trade  also  report  splen- 
did business.  On  account  of  the  large  de- 
mand, masons  and  labourers  have  been 
offered  increased  wages  for  their  services. 
There  have  been  no  new  strikes  or  lock-outs 
reported  during  the  month. 

Farmers  report  the  busiest  season  in 
many  years,  the  late  rains  and  abundant 
crops  affording  more  work  than  can  be  suc- 
cessfully carried  on.  Although  good  wages 
are  offered  it  is  almost  impossible  to  secure, 
sufficient  help.  Much  of  the  hay  has  been 
lost.  Farmers  are  stowing  the  hay  in  the 
barns  and  preparing  to  thresh  the  grain  in 
the  fields.  Potatoes  and  the  entire  root 
crop  will  be  far  ahead  of  anything  in  recent 
times. 

The  fishing  season  is  now  in  full  opera- 
tion, and  large  catches  are  reported  daily. 

Lumbering  is  dull. 

Manufacturers  with  few  exceptions  are 
very  busy. 

Mining  is  very  brisk.  At  the  Sydenham 
Mica  Mines  a  new  bed  was  recently  dis- 
covered disclosing  an  abundant  supply  of 
exceptional  quality.  Pieces  seven  feet  long 
have  been  taken  from  it.  Many  hands  are 
given  steady  work  under  fair  conditions. 

Considerable  reconstruction  work,  ballast- 
ing, &c,  is  going  on  in  connection  with  the 
local  railway  lines. 

The  elevator  at  the  Montreal  Transporta- 
tion  Company's  yard    has    been    running 


night  and  day  for  some  time  past.  The 
Jos.  Eichardson's  and  Sons  Company,  has 
also  been  extremely  busy  handling  grain, 
damaged  rice,  felspar,  &c. 

The  various  milling  companies  are  also 
busy. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  fully  em- 
ployed. Some  have  recently  been  increased 
from  $3  to  $3.50  per  day  of  9  hours. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  in  great  de- 
mand, some  who  went  away  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  returned  and  were  quick- 
ly re-engaged. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  are  busy.  There 
are  but  few  lathers  in  this  city. 

Painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers 
are  compelled  to  work  overtime  to  cover  the 
amount  of  work  ahead. 

Plumbers  report  good  business. 

Gas  and  steamfitters  are  very  busy. 

Stonecutters  are  now  fully  employed, 
though  the  early  part  of  the  season  was 
somewhat  slack. 

Builders'  labourers  are  fully  employed  at 
satisfactory  wages.  It  is  nearly  impossible 
to  secure  labouring  men  to  do  odd  jobs  at 
any  price.  They  have  been  paid  as  high 
as  25  cents  an  hour. 

Iron  moulders  are  fully  employed  at  fair 
wages. 

Iron  workers  and  helpers  are  fully  cm- 
ployed,  the  Kingston  Locomotive  Works 
Company,  giving  much  employment  to 
these  crafts. 

Coremakers  find  steady  employment. 

Eecently  the  Kingston  Locomotive  Works 
Company,  imported  thirty  machinists  frorr 
Scotland  and  placed  them  in  the  positions 
of  some  of  the  strikers  who  are  still  out 
Other  machinists  and  engineers  report  ai 
abundance  of  work. 

Steam  engineers  are  fully  employed. 

Electrical    workers    are    very   busy,    an< 
report  good  conditions. 

Linemen  are  fully  employed. 
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Blacksmiths  of  all  kinds  are  scarce.  Barbers   are   very  busy,   being  favoured 

Boilermakers  have  steady  work  at  good  with  considerable  transient  trade, 
wages.  BroommaJcers  report  fair  trade. 

Shipbuilders  are  busy.  Clerks  and  stenographers,  are  in  demand 

Sheet  Metal  workers  report  good  business.  a^  *air  waSes« 

Bicycle   workers  report  plenty  of  work,         Delivery  employees  find  plenty  of  work 

and  tool  sharpeners  are  busy.  with  fair  conditions  of  labour  except  in  the 

matter  of  hours. 
Horseshoers    are    constantly    employed  ; 

prices  ars  slightly  better  than  formerly.  Furriers  are  slack. 

Jewellers  report  increased  trade,  visitors         Hotel    and    restaurant    employees    find 

and   tourists    increasing  receipts   by   their  Vlent?  of  work*     Competent  bartenders  are 

purchases.     There  is  also  considerable  re-  esPecially  in  demand, 
pairing  and  engraving  work  being  done.  Laundry   workers,   dyers,   &c,   are   very 

Woodworkers  report  much  work    ahead  hus?  and  rePort  good  prices, 
and  fair  prices.  Freight  handlers  find  plenty  of  work. 

Upholsterers  are  busy.  Steamboat  men  and  steamboat  firemen 

Wood    carvers    are  in    demand  at    good  are  busy- 

wages.  Longshoremen  report  good  business  and 

r,  ,  ,  -  .  conditions. 

Carriage  ana  wagon-makers  report  fair 

trade  only.  Street  Railway  employees  are  busy. 

Car   builders   are   fully   employed,    con-         Cab  drivers,  hackmen,  carters,  and  dray- 

siderable  overtime  being  made.  men  roport  fair  business. 

Pattern-makers   report  plenty   to   do,   at         Unskilled  labour  is  fully  employed. 

satisfactory  wages. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Printers    report    extremely    busy    times, 
pic-nics,  fall  fairs,  &c,  giving  much  extra        Mr.   Phillips    Thompson,    Correspondent, 

work.  reports  as  follows  : — 

Journeymen  tailors  report  business  some-         Conditions  are  about  the    same    as    last 

what  slack.     This  is  attributed  to  the  con-  month,  and  labour  in  nearly  all  departments 

tinued   wet  and  backward   season,   and  in  is  actively  employed,  in  some  branches  the 

part  to  the  time  of  the  year.  supply  of  skilled  workmen  not  being  equal 

Garment  workers,  milliners,  &c,  report  to  the  demand.  The  entire  industrial  corn- 
that  the  season  has  been  somewhat  retarded  munity  is  sharing  the  advanta^e  of  the  ^' 
but  that  business  is  now  brisk.     .  eral  expansion  of  trade,  and  wages  continue 

to  have  an    upward    tendency.     The    rela- 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  have  abundance  of  tions  between  employers   and  workingmen 

work  at  fair  prices.  are  generally  of    a  satisfactory    character, 

Bakers  and  confectioners  are  rushed.  witn  a  few  notable  exceptions. 

Butchers  report  fair    business.      Consi-        In  the  building  trade  great  activity  pre- 

derable  buying  of  sheep,  &c.,  is  carried  on  vails>  and  ali  classes  of  workmen  are   well 

in  this  district.  employed.     Employers  in  other  places  have 

7    7    7  been  looking  for  men  here,  in  some    cases 

Cigarmakers  and  dealers  report  splendid  &    •       -w  1  .1  •  j  •     .r* 

,      .  F         p  ottering  higher  wages  than  are  paid  m  this 

locality,  but  have  been  unable  to  find  men, 

Tanners  and  curriers  are  somewhat  slack,  owing  to  the  great  local  demand. 
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Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  are  rushed 
with  work,  and  more  men  could  obtain  em- 
ployment. 

Similar  conditions  obtain  in  the  metal 
trades.  Iron  moulders  report  work  plenti- 
ful and  conditions,  if  anything,  more  fav- 
ourable than  last  year. 

Machinists  are  practically  all  employed. 

The  blacksmiths  find  times  exceptionally 
good,  and  state  that  their  trade  has  never 
been  in  a  more  flourishing  condition. 

With  the  settlement  of  the  strike  of  elec- 
trical workers  on  the  19th  instant,  this  class 
of  employees  is  sharing  the  advantages  of 
the  general  activity. 

Jewellery  workers  are  kept  busy  in  antici- 
■pation  of  an  active  fall  trade. 

Pattern-makers  generally  are  busy,  with 
the  exception  of  those  on  strike  in  two 
shops. 

The  woodworking  trades  are  in  a  thriving 
condition. 

Woodworking  machinists  are  all  em- 
ployed. 

Piano-makers  report  that  trade  conditions 
have  not  been  better  during  the  last    ten 
years.      Owing    to    the    demand    for    men, 
there  has  been  a  small  but  steady  influx  of 
employees  from  outside. 

Cabinet-makers  find  employment  easy  to 
obtain,  and  the  prospects  are  decidedly  of 
an  encouraging  character. 

Varnish ers  and  polishers  report  very 
favourable  conditions  of  employment. 

The  classes  of  labour  engaged  in  general 
traffic  and  transportation  are  as  a  rule  well 
employed.  Longshoremen,  however,  are 
generally  idle,  owing  to  the  continuation  of 
the  anthracite  coal  strike. 

The  300  employees  of  the  Toronto  Carpet 
Company,  who  went  out  on  strike  on  the 
16th,  were  organized  on  the  18th  instant,  as 
a  branch  of  the  Textile  Workers'  League. 
The  strike  still  continues,  and  the  company 
is  making  an  effort  to  bring  in  workmen 
from  outside  to  supply  the  places  of  the 
strikers. 


Picture  frame  workers  to  the  number  of 
65  have  been  organized  as  a  branch  of  the 
Wood  Workers'  International  Union. 

The  Musical  Protective  Association  has 
strengthened  its  organization  by  the  ad- 
mittance of  the  members  of  the  Royal  Gren- 
adiers band. 

The  new  constitution  of  the  Toronto  Dis- 
trict Labour  Council,  in  which  the  Trades 
and  Labour  Council  and  other  central  bod- 
ies are  to  be  merged,  which  has  been  under 
discussion  for  some  time,  was  finally  adopt- 
ed by  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  on 
the  25th. 

The  annual  union  meeting  of  the  Bro- 
therhood of  Locomotive  Engineers  and  the 
Grand  International  Auxiliary,  which  is 
the  women's  branch  of  the  organization, 
was  held  in  Victoria  Hall,  beginning  on  the 
22nd.  About  300  delegates  from  various 
places  in  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
and  some  200  visitors,  were  in  attendance. 
The  inaugural  meeting  was  addressed  by 
the  Grand  Chief,  who  gave  a  sketch  of  the 
record  and  progress  of  the  order.  The  sec- 
retary-treasurer followed,  presenting  statis- 
tics showing  that  the  insurance  department 
had  a  membership  of  about  30,000,  and  that 
the  average  monthly  payment  for  adjust- 
ment of  claims  for  the  past  year  had  been 
about  $75,000.  The  business  of  the  order 
was  done  in  secret  session.  The  23rd  was 
devoted  to  sight-seeing  and  entertainments,- 
including  a  reception  at  the  Princess  The- 
atre in  the  evening.  At  the  session  on  the 
24th,  the  convention  discussed  the  compul- 
sory arbitration  bill  in  regard  to  disputes 
between  railways  and  their  employees,  intro- 
duced in  the  Dominion  parliament  by 
Sir  William  Mulock,  and  resolved  to  oppose 
its  passage.  The  convention  was  closed  by 
a  ball  and  supper  in  the  Temple  Building. 

On  the  17th  the  newly  formed  organiza- 
tion of  United  Brewery  Workmen  was  com- 
pleted and  officers  elected. 

The  garment  workers  were  organized  as  a 
union  on  the  9th  instant,  including  opera- 
tors on  machines  and  hand  sewers.  There 
are  about  1,500  belonging  to  this  class  in 
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the  city,  and  the  attempt  to  organize  them     The  capital  stock  is  $300,000,  of  which  over 
hitherto  has  been  unsuccessful,  as  there  are     $80,000  has  already  been  subscribed, 
many  difficulties  to  be  overcome.  At  the  last    meeting    of    the    Hamilton 

Trades  and  Labour  Council  it  was  decided 
HAMILTON,  ONT,  AND  DISTKICT.       that  a  committee  should  be    appointed  to 


Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 


wait  on  the  finance  committee  of  the  City 
Council  and  urge  that  in  any  franchises 
Por  c  *  granted  to  companies  seeking  to  do  business 
Employment  of  all  classes  of  labour  is  in  Hamilton  a  clause  should  be  inserted 
very  active  at  present  and  has  been  so  making  it  compulsory  to  submit  to  arbitra- 
throughout  the  month.  The  Hamilton  tion  all  disputes  arising  between  such  corn- 
Bridge  Works  Company  is  enlarging  its  panies  and  their  employees  that  cannot  be 
factory  by  an  additional  building  of  200  feet  arranged  in  any  other  way. 
by  200  feet.  The  civic  Board  of  Works  During  ^  month  Hamilton  had  two  yery 
have  already  laid  some  19  miles  of  cement  krge  an(J  disastrous  fireS;  each  throwing 
sidewalk,  at  the  rate  of  two  and  a  quarter  many  wage.earners  out  of  empioyment.  The 
miles  per  week,  giving  work  to  hundreds  T  H  praU  ^^  dry  gQods  houge  sug. 
of  men  at  18  cents  per  hour.  Iron  workers,  tained  &  losg  bf  mfiQ()>  fully  covered  by  ^ 
clothing  workers  carmakers,  horseshoers  surance_  The  Brennan  &  Sons,  plani])g 
and  printers  trades  are  very  active.  The  ^  wag  ^  total]y  destroyed;  involving  a 
only  craft  to  have  wages  increased  during  ^  of  m^  Many  carpenterB  logt  yalu. 
the  month  was  week-working  stove  mount-  Me  ^  of  ^^  aud  about  4Q  men  were 
ers,  who  received  an  advance  of  25  cents  thrQwn  out  of  employment_ 
per  day,  per  yearly  agreement  signed  J  uly 

1.     The  Otis  Elevator  Company  is  building  The  extremely  wet  weather  would  not  per- 

a  new  factory,  80  by  154  ft.,  to  cost  $15,500.  mit  agriculturists  to  do  much  work  during 

Work  on  the  new  Deering  Harvester  Com-  the  month'     The  fruit  croP  is  exceptionally 

pany's  buildings  has  begun.     The  total  cost  Sood'     0ne  firm  at  Winona  shipped  15  tons 

of  building  will  be  $102,635.  t1'050  crates)  of  berries  durinS  the  month. 

Good  fruit  packers  are  in  demand. 
The  exports  from  Hamilton  to  the  United 

States  for  the  year  ending  June  30    last  There  is  no  m%lroad    instruction  work 

amounted  to  $405,187.     In  blue  grass  seed  *oine  on  at  present,  but  railroad  employees 

alone  the    exports    amounted    to    $35,500  ;  are  a11  weil  employed. 

hides  and  calf  skins  to  the  value  of  $36,500  The  granite  and  marble  cutting    indus- 

were  sent  across   the  line.     $22,612   worth  try  is  particularly  prosperous  this  season, 

of  rubber  scrap,  $44,000  of  short-horned  cat-  Manufacturing  in  general  is  very  brisk, 

tie,  $15,000  of  tin  plate,  $42,000  of    wool,  especially    in     clothing,    brooms,     brushes, 

$12,000  of  coffee,  $12,338  of  tea  and  $5,000  structural  iron  work  and  machinery. 

of  sausage  casings.     Besides  this  there  were  ml     7     .,,.       .      7                     , 

ao  k™          n       f     •  i  i       •       i    •          i  •        i  J- he  building  trades  are  very  busy  at  pres- 

$8,500  worth  ol  pickles  m    brine    shipped  ,                  ~          .           ,              ,          ~ 

.         ^     ,.  ent  on  new  lactones  and  a  number  ol  pri- 

irom  Burlington.  ,      in. 

vate  dwellings. 

The  annual  meeting    of    the    Hamilton  The  printing  trade  was  slack  during  the 

Board  of  Trade  showed  a  decrease  of  mem-  month,  but  picked  up  considerably  towards 

bershiP-  the  end. 

Another  good  strike  of  natural  gas  was  Plumbers  are  all  very  busy  on    contract 

made  near  the  city  during  the  month.  an(j  general  work. 

The    Modern     Telephone     Company     of  Stove  plate,  machine  and  jobbing  shops 

Hamilton  has  secured  the  consent  of    the  have  been  very  busy,  especially  the  former, 

authorities  for  the  issuance  of  a    charter.  There  are  few  coremalcers  employed  here. 
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Machinists,  steam  and  stationary  engin- 
eers are  all  in  employment. 

Electrical  workers,  linemen  and  station- 
men  are  very  busy.  The  dispute  referred 
to  arbitration  is  not  yet  settled. 

Workers  in  the  metal  trades  are  all  in 
employment. 

Sheet  metal  workers  are  enjoying  a  busy 
month. 

Horseshoers  find  trade  excellent,  with  few 
idle  men. 

Stove  mounters  are  exceptionally  busy. 
These  workers  have  had  an  advance  in 
wages. 

Wood  workers  in  furniture,  office  fittings, 
&c,  have  had  little  slack  season. 

The  'printing  trades  in  general  are  very 
brisk,  and  not  an  idle  man,  who  is  compe- 
tent, can  be  found  in  the  trade. 

The  custom  tailoring  trade  this  month 
has  been  very  active,  the  season  lasting 
longer  than  usual.  Ready-made  clothing 
makers  find  things  a  little  slack  at  end  of 
month. 

Boot  and  shoe  operatives,  especially 
among  the  piece  workers,  have  had  consid- 
erable slack  time,  and  a  number  of  men  are 
idle. 

Bakers  are  well  employed.  The  situation 
at  one  shop,  where  men  were  locked  out,  re- 
mains the  same  as  last  month. 

Cigarmakers  are  very  busy. 

Leather  workers  on  horse  goods  report 
work  fair,  but  wages  very  low. 

Barbers  are  very  busy. 

Laundry  workers  are  all  very  busy. 
White  laundrymen  complain  of  Chinese 
competition. 

Railway  employees  are  very  busy  on  the 
different  lines  running  out  of  the  city. 
Street  railway  employees  are  very  busy. 

Longshoremen  are  employed  at  all  classes 
of  heavy  work,  many  doing  teaming  during 
the  non-shipment  of  coal. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  are  very  busy. 


Unskilled  labour  in  factories,  foundries 
and  river  work  is  having  plenty  to  do. 

District  Notes. 

Beamsville. — The  quarries  are  in  full  op- 
eration. The  monthly  pay  list  amounts  to 
$10,000.  Stonecutters  are  getting  $3.50  per 
day  ;  labourers  from  $1.50  to  $1.75. 

Niagara  Falls. — An  agreement  has  been 
closed  whereby  the  Ontario  Power  Company 
secures  the  right  to  develop  an  additional 
400,000  horse  power.  The  building  trades 
are  fairly  busy. 

St.  Catharines. — At  a  recent  meeting  of 
the  St.  Catharines  City  Council  a  resolu- 
tion was  carried  : — 

That  in  awarding  the  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  proposed  Carnegie  library,  it 
shall  be  expressely  stipulated  that  the  con- 
tractor shall  employ  union  labour  only,  and 
that  an  stone  used  shall  be  cut  or  dressed 
within  the  city  limits. 

It  was  also  resolved  : — 

That  the  mayor  be  authorized  to  offer  a  re- 
ward of  $10  for  information  that  will  lead  to 
the  conviction  of  any  lineman  or  other  person 
found  climbing  shade  trees  in  the  city  with 
spurs  or  trimming  any  tree  without  written 
authority  from  the  proper  committee  of  the 
council. 

Trade  in  general  is  very  good,  and  men 
are  well  employed. 

BKANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

There  is  no  perceptible  change  in  the  con- 
ditions of  the  labour  market  since  last  re- 
port. Practically  all  those  wishing  em- 
ployment are  at  work,  and  in  several 
branches  of  industry  there  is  a  demand  for 
more  men.  Extended  civic  improvements 
and  the  construction  of  the  electric  railway 
has  given  employment  to  a  large  number 
of  unskilled  labourers,  while  the  activity 
in  the  factories  and  the  building  trades  has 
furnished  employment  for  all  local  skilled 
labour.  In  the  wagon  factory,  the  agricul' 
tural  shops  and  the  portable  engine  depart' 
ment  of  the  engine  works  special  activity 
was  manifested  throughout  the  month.  A 
movement  is  on  foot  to  establish  a  linen 
factory,  and  application  for  a  charter  has 
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been  made  by  the  Holmedale  Linen  Com- 
pany, of  Brantford,  with  a  capital  of  $150,- 
000,  in  3,000  shares  of  $50  each.  The 
Clerk's  Union  petitioned  the  City  Council 
to  pass  an  early  closing  by-law,  and  here- 
after all  dry  goods  dealers  and  furriers  will 
close  at  6.30  p.m.,  except  on  Saturdays  and 
days  preceding  holidays,  when  they  will 
close  at  ten,  under  penalty  of  a  $50  fine. 

Considerable  activity  has  prevailed  in  the 
rural  districts,  although  the  exceptionally 
wet  weather  has  hindered  farm  work  to  a 
large  extent.  Much  damage  has  been  done 
and  farmers  are  afraid  of  rust  attacking  the 
grain.  Farm  labourers  are  hard  to  secure, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  $1.50  and  $2 
per  day  in  some  places  is  offered. 

The  G.T.B.  officials  are  expected  to  com- 
mence work  upon  the  new  section  of  the! 
main  line  at  once. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners  have  been  especially  busy  during  the 
month. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have  had  steady 
work. 

Painters  and  decorators  report  all  local* 
competent  men  working  steady. 

Buildings  are  well  advanced,  and  plumb- 
ers and  gasfitters  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. 

Steamfitting  is  slack  at  this  season. 
Builders'  labourers  are  fully  employed. 

Iron  and  brass  moulders  and  coremakers 
have  had  steady  work. 

MacJtinists  have  been  working  overtime 
in  several  factories. 

Steam  engineers  report  no  demand  for 
extra  labour. 

Metal  polishers  and  platers  report  a  sat- 
isfactory month. 

Stove  mounters  report  plenty  of  work. 

For  blacksmiths  and  boilermakers  trade 
has  been  satisfactory. 

Tinsmiths  report  plenty  of  work.     More 
men  are  required. 
4* 


Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  had  a 
steady  month. 

Pattern  makers  have  in  some  cases  worked 
overtime.  _ 

Weavers  have  been  working  full  time. 

Printers  and  pressmen  report  a  steady 
month. 

Tailors  have  had  a  fair  month  for  July. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  have  had  a  busy 
month. 

Cigarmakers  report  trade  satisfactory. 
As  their  year  ends  with  June  31,  some  were 
idle  a  week,  while  stocktaking  was  in  pro- 
gress. 

Saddlers  report  a  busy  month,  but  not 
many  journeymen  are  employed  here. 

Barbers  have  had  steady  employment. 

Clerks  and  stenographers,  hotel  and  res- 
taurant employees  have  had  a  satisfactory 
month.  Clerks  are  enjoying  a  weekly  half- 
holiday  on  Wednesday  during  July  and 
August. 

For  laundry  workers  trade  has  been  bet- 
ter, consequent  upon  the  warmer  weather. 

The  work  on  the  new  electric  railway  is 
being  pushed  forward  by  a  large  force  of 
men. 

Street  railway  employees  are  very  busy. 
A  full  force  of  men  have  been  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

Teamsters  and  draymen  have  had  plenty 
of  work. 

The  Ham  &  Nott  Co.  have  again  shared 
the  profits  for  the  year  with  the  employees. 
Those  employed  in  the  machine  shops  re- 
ceived 25  per  cent  more  than  the  other  em- 
ployees on  account  of  working  a  large 
amount  of  overtime.     The  amounts  received 

were  as  follows  : — 

Machine  Other 
shops.     Departments. 
For  one  year — 

Married    men $26  25  $2100 

Single   men 16  25  13  00 

Boys 7  50  6  00 

For  six  months. — 

Married  men 13  75  11  00 

Single  men 8  75  7  00 

Boys 3  75  3  00 
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There  is  practically  no  unskilled  labour 
on  the  market. 

The  coremakers  reorganized    during    the 
month,  with  a  membership  of  thirteen. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.    0.   R.    Wallace,   Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 
the  past  month  have  been  less  favourable 
than  in  Jun^.  While  no  large  industries 
have  been  shut  down  there  has  been  a 
slackness  among  some  classes  of  mechanics 
and  workmen,  though  this  is  usual  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Generally  speaking 
employment  has  been  steady  at  compara- 
tively high  wages.  No  changes  in  the  cur- 
rent rates  of  wages  have  been  reported 
during  the  month.  A  small  strike  occurred 
in  one  of  the  tailor  shops  caused  by  the 
employees  refusing  to  work  with  a  tailor 
against  whom  a  charge  of  violating  the 
union's  rules  had  been  laid.  The  matter 
was  settled  by  the  intervention  of  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Committee  and  the 
discharge  of  the  employee  in  question.  New 
premises  are  being  built  for  a  knitting 
company  which  already  employs  about  fifty 
hands.  A  new  factory  is  also  about  to  be 
built  for  a  spinning  company  which  at 
present  occupies  the  old  drill  shed.  More 
space  will  thereby  be  afforded  and  addition- 
al hands  will  be  employed.  The  waterproof 
clothing  Company  has  removed  and  expects 
to  increase  its  staff  by  about  15  or  20  hands. 
A  new  factory  is  being  built  which  will  be 
used  partly  as  an  addition  to  a  planing 
mill  and  partly  as  a  wire  spring  works. 

Agricultural  prospects  which  have  pointed 
to  more  than  an  average  year  have  been 
somewhat  marred  by  excessive  rains.  Oats 
and  fall  wheat  are  badly  down.  Wages  for 
farm  labourers  are  higher  than  usual. 

The  building  trades  have  had  only  a  fair 
month.  A  good  deal  of  work  is  expected 
later  in  the  season,  however,  for  which 
plana  ars  at  present  under  way. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters, 
painters  and  labourers  are  only  fairly  well 
employed. 


Iron  moulders  are  very  busy  and  there 
is  a  demand  for  men. 

Machinists  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Sheet  metal  workers  as  well  as  all  lines  of 
metal  and  engineering  workers  have  had  a 
good  month. 

Woodworkers  are  busy,  and  a  good  month 
for  the  summer  season  is  reported. 

Upholsterers  are  very  busy  for  the  season 
of  the  year. 

Carriage  workers  and  trimmers  are  now 
in  the  slack  season.  Trade  opened  some- 
what earlier  than  usual  this  year. 

Coopers  are  slack. 

Printers  have  had  a  busy  month  for  the 
season  of  the  year. 

Tailors  are  slack,  this  being  an  off  season. 

Textile  workers  and  weavers  are  well  em- 
ployed and  the  factory  extensions  in  this 
line  will  provide  employment  for  more  help. 

Cigarmakers  have  had  a  very  busy  month. 

Barbers  are  enjoying  a  Monday  half- 
holiday  during  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September. 

Teamsters  are  not  very  busy  especially 
those  depending  on  the  building  trades. 

While  labourers  are  generally  employed, 
there  has  been  a  considerable  amount  of 
lost  time  during  the  month. 

District  Notes. 

A  Trades  and  Labour  Council  has  been 
organized  for  Gait  and  Preston.  -uons 
of  carpenters,  painters  and  barbers  have 
also  been  organized  in  Gait. 

STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing July  has  been  very  satisfactory,  no 
workmen  being  unemployed  through  lack  of 
work  although  the  continuous  rains  have 
caused  time  to  be  lost  on  outside  work.  All 
shops  and  -factories  are  working  full  time, 
which   in   some   factories   is   55   hours   per 
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week,  and  in  others  60  hours  per  week.  A 
by-law  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  ratepayers 
shortly,  granting  certain  concessions  to  the 
Kemp  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Newark 
Valley,  N.Y.,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  their  manure  and  fertilizer 
spreader  factory  here.  They  agree  to  em- 
ploy 50  hands  the  first  year  and  increase  the 
number  each  year.  The  Stratford  Milling 
Company  has  about  completed  the  repairs 
to  its  plant  caused  by  the  explosion  of  its 
boiler,  and  will  resume  business  about  the 
first  week  in  August  with  good  orders  on 
hand. 

The  farming  community  in  the  district 
has  been  seriously  affected  by  the  contin- 
uous rainstorms  of  the  month.  Much  hay 
and  grain  are  now  spoiling  for  want  of  fine 
weather,  and  a  hail  storm  entirely  destroyed 
the  crops  in  one  part  of  Perth  and  Oxford 
counties,  though  not  over  a  large  area. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters,  lath- 
ers and  plasterers  are  all  well  employed  with 
prospects  good  for  a  long  season's  work. 

The  painting,  decorating  and  paperhang- 
ing  trades  report  having  enough  to  do  to 
keep  all  employed. 

Plumbers  report  having  all  the  work  they 
can  do. 

Builders  labourers  are  all  employed  for 
60  hours  per  week. 

Iron  moulders  are  very  busy  at  wages 
averaging  20  cents  per  hour. 

Machinists  are  all  employed.  First  class 
men  can  obtain  employment  here;  hours 
worked  at  the  trade  are  from  55  to  60  per 
week. 

Blacksmiths  have  plenty  to  do  but  there 
is  no  demand  for  more  men. 

Bicycle  workers  continue  to  be  well  em- 
ployed. 

Horseshoers  are  all  busy. 

Woodworkers  of  all  kinds  are  very  busy. 

L Upholsterers  report  having  done  a  good 
month's  business. 

Wood  carvers  are  all  busy. 


Varnishers  and  polishers  are  all  employed 
at  fair  wages. 

Patternmakers  are  not  largely  employed 
here  but  are  very  busy. 

Printers  report  having  done  well  this 
month,  and  a  demand  for  a  few  extra  men 
has  been  noted. 

Bookbinders  report  trade  good. 

July  is  generally  a  slack  month  with 
tailors  but  this  month's  trade  has  been 
better  than  usual. 

Garment  workers  are  very  busy  on  fall 
orders. 

Butchers  report  the  retail  business  dull. 
The  Packing  Company,  however,  is  very 
busy. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  report  business 
as  only  moderate,  the  unseasonable  weather 
affecting  them  unfavourably. 

Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  are 
rushed  with  orders. 

Barbers  report  trade  very  good. 

Delivery  employees  are  all  busy. 

Railway  men  in  the  traffic  department 
have  all  done  well  this  month  and  pros- 
pects remain  good  for  all  summer. 

Cab  drivers,  hackmen  and  draymen  have 
all  been  busy  this  month. 

Teamster  and  expressmen  have  plenty  of, 
work. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  good  demand  at 
wages  of  about  12  cents  per  hour. 

District  Notes. 

Seaforth. — All  industries  are  busy  with 
a  demand  for  machinists  at  wages  of  17£ 
to  20  cents  per  hour. 

Woodstock. — Moulders  are  very  busy  and 
all  factories  are  working  full  time.  The 
street  railway  company  connecting  Inger- 
soll  with  Woodstock  reports  having  done 
a  good  month's  business. 

St.  Mary's. — All  industries  are  well  sup- 
plied with  orders  and  a  scarcity  of  dwelling 
houses  is  being  complained  of  by  working 
men. 
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LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  Alex.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  is  employed  to  its  fullest  capacity 
in  this  locality,  as  has  been  the  *case  since 
the  spring.  There  has  been  a  demand  for 
ordinary  labourers  almost  all  the  time  up 
to  the  present,  and  artisans  in  either  the 
building,  iron  or  steel  trades  could  have  se- 
cured situations  here  during  the  summer 
for  the  asking.  The  unprecedented  rains 
of  May,  June  and  July  have  affected  the 
sale  of  light  summer  goods,  and  the  retail- 
ers will  have  to  carry  over  a  heavy  stock  to 
next  summer.  The  most  favourable  feature 
in  connection  with  the  labour  market  this 
summer  has  been  the  total  absence  of 
strikes . 

The  outlook  for  a  bountiful  harvest  has 
not  been  as  good  in  this  district  for  years. 
Some  of  the  hay  was  lost  to  the  farmers 
through  the  exceptionally  heavy  rains,  but 
fine  weather  from  now  out  will  bring  abun- 
dant crops  of  all  kinds  of  grain  and  fruits. 
The  apple  crop,  which  for  the  last  four 
years  has  been  a  failure,  this  year  is  excep- 
tionally good. 

Manufactures  in  this  city  are  all  in  splen- 
did condition,  additions  having  been  made 
to  several  factories  this  summer.  With  the 
opening  of  the  new  McClary  plant  later 
on,  which  will  nearly  double  the  number  of 
employees  (they  now  employ  an  average  of 
700  the  year  round)  quite  an  increase  will 
take  place  in  the  city. 

Briclclayers  and  masons  still  continue  to 
be  rushed.  One  local  firm  is  advertising 
for  more  men.  The  bricklayers  made  an 
arrangement  with  their  employees,  on  July 
1,  by  which  they  stop  work  at  12  o'clock  on 
Saturday  instead  of  at  four,  but  lose  the 
three  hours'  time. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  caught  up  to 
the  work  before  them. 

Plasterers  are  not  extra  busy. 

Stonecutters  and  building  labourers  re- 
port trade  as  good. 


Machine,  stove  and  brass  moulders  report 
work  as  exceptionally  plentiful. 

Electrical  workers  aro)  busy.  Nearly 
every  house  put  up  this  year  is  being  fitted 
with  electric  lighting. 

Metal  polishers,  buffers,  brass  workers  and 
stove  mounters  are  very  busy. 

Carriage  and  wagon  workers  report  trade 
as  fair. 

Freight  car  builders  are  busy  at  the 
G.T.R.  car  shops. 

Coopers  are  doing  a  rushing  business. 

Job  printers  are  not  very  busy.  Some  of 
the  firms  have  started  on  the  stock  calendar 
work  and  novelties  for  next  winter. 

Journeymen  tailors  and  garment  workers 
are  having  their  slack  season. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  report  business 
as  fair. 

Although  the  price  of  meat  has  raised  so 
materially,  the  butchers  report  no  diminu- 
tion in  the  quantity  called  for. 

The  cigarmaking  business  continues  one 
of  the  largest  industries  here,  with  more 
hands  becoming  employed  at  it.  The  manu- 
facturers of  cigars  for  the  past  year  show 
an  increase  of  nearly  four  millions  over  the 
previous  year,  the  respective  figures  being 
28,476,910  cigars  made  in  1900-1  and  32.- 
069,835  made  in  1901-2.  The  former  yei 
consumption  of  raw  leaf  was  only  464,121 
pounds,  while  last  year  there  was  used  592.- 
791  pounds,  an  increase  of  over  128.500 
pounds.  These  figures  represent  the  raw 
material  and  output  of  22  factories,  19  of 
which  are  situated  in  London,  2  in  St. 
Thomas  and  one  in  Sarnia. 

Broommakers  report  trade  as  good. 

Railroad  business  is  in  a  good  condition, 
and  all  hands  centered    here    continue 
make  first  class  months. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  report 
follows  : — 
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Conditions  in  the  labour  market  are  more 
favourable  on  the  whole  than  during  the 
two  previous  months.  There  is  a  keen  de- 
mand for  labourers  in  the  building  trades, 
and  contracts  have  recently  been  let  for 
macadamizing  several  streets.  It  has  also 
been  decided  to  construct  a  trunk  system 
of  sewers  for  the  south-western  section  of 
the  city.  Commercial  and  business  circles 
are  somewhat  dull.  A  weekly  half-holiday 
is  being  observed  by  the  retail  trade  during 
July  and  August.  The  city  police  force 
have  received  an  advance  in  salary  ;  the  ser- 
geant is  advanced  from  $53  to  $60  per 
month  and  the  patrolmen  from  $44  to  $50 
per  month. 

The  long  continued  contention  between 
the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company 
and  its  employees  in  the  car  and  locomotive 
shops  over  the  proposed  introduction  of  the 
piece  work  system,  coupled  with  the  demand 
of  the  men  for  a  10  per  cent  increase  in 
wages,  has  been  amicably  settled.  The  basis 
of  settlement  is  a  compromise  on  the  wages 
question  and  a  verbal  understanding  that 
the  piece  work  system  will  not  be  applied 
for  at  least  one  year  ;  an  understanding  re- 
garding other  minor  grievances  being  also 
included.  The  negotiations  were  conducted 
with  the  machinists'  committee  of  St. 
Thomas  and  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  affect  the 
employees  of  each  division.  The  increase 
of  wages  granted  averages  from  one  to  one 
and  one-half  cents  per  hour,  and  affects 
about  200  men.  The  top  rate  for  gang 
bosses  is  to  be  26£  cents  per  hour,  and  for 
machinists  24  cents  per  hour.  The  Jack- 
son, Mich.,  rate  is  :  Gang  bosses  29£  cents 
per  hour,  and  machinists  26J  cents  per  hour. 

Unfavourable  weather  conditions  have 
seriously  hindered  harvesting  operations. 
Crops  are  generally  good,  and  farm  labour 
is  very  scarce. 

Manufacturing  in  all  lines  is  very  active. 
The  iron  trade  experiences  difficulty  in  get- 
ting raw  material.  Railway  employment  in 
the  traffic  department  is  very  slack  on  the 
Michigan  Central,  and  as  a  result  repair 
work  on  motive  power  is  also  dull.  Ten  ad- 
ditional men  were  paid  off  in  the  locomotive 


shops    on   this     account    during   the    past 
month. 

Bricklayers  and  carpenters  are  very  busy. 
Lathers,  plasterers  and  plumbers  are  fully 
employed,  while  painters  report  some  little 
falling  off  in  house  painting. 

Labourers  are  in  keener  demand  than  last 
month. 

Car  wheel  moulders  are  losing  about  one 
day  per  week  on  an  average  in  consequence 
of  not  being  able  to  get  pig-iron  in  suffi- 
cient quantities. 

Iron  workers'  helpers  are  difficult  to  ob- 
tain, and  wages  have  advanced  about  10  per 
cent  in  this  line  of  work. 

Machinists  are  in  good  demand. 

Printers  are  fully  employed. 

Journeymen  tailors  are  slack. 

Cigarmakers  report  a  steady  and  increas- 
ing trade. 

Barbers  report  conditions  fair. 

Laundry  workers  report  business  consid- 
erably affected  by  the  long  continued  un- 
favourable weather. 

Railway  conductors,  engineers,  firemen 
and  trainmen  have  been  considerably  re- 
duced in  numbers  as  a  result  of  slacker  traf- 
fic and  improved  motive  power. 

In  the  case  of  the  suit  of  John  Kennedy 
vs.  the  city  of  St.  Thomas  for  injuries  re- 
ceived by  falling  from  the  old  Wilson's 
bridge  while  in  course  of  reconstruction, 
judgment  was  rendered  in  Toronto  con- 
demning the  city  to  pay  the  sum  of  $2,000 
and  costs. 

District  Notes. 

Aylmer. — The  canning  factory  is  very 
busy.  The  strawberry  and  raspberry  har- 
vests are  in  excess  of  last  year,  as  is  also 
the  pea  crop;  about  70  hands  are  employed. 
The  shoe  factory  reports  an  increasing  busi- 
ness and  staff.  Some  difficulty  is  experi- 
enced in  getting  operators,  on  account  of 
isolation  from  the  labour  market.  Several 
operators  have  been  brought  from  Montreal. 
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The  local  iron  foundry  reports  being  very 
busy  in  the  manufacture  of  truck  and  plat- 
form scales,  well  and  spray  pumps  and  fenc- 
ing materials,  and  experiences  some  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  raw  materials  and  ma- 
chines. The  municipal  council  is  expend- 
ing the  sum  of  $40,000  in  the  construction 
of  a  water  supply  for  the  town. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

There  have  been  few  changes  in  indus- 
trial conditions  in  this  district  during  the 
month,  mechanics  and  labourers  being 
generally  fully  employed.  Slackness,  how- 
ever, is  reported  in  certain  branches,  as  is 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  exces- 
sive rainfall  has  interfered  with  outside 
work,  such  as  civic  work  and  building  and 
farming  operations.  A  box  factory  has 
been  started  this  month  and  a  large  addi- 
tion is  being  built  to  the  cooperage  works. 
The  William  Gray  &  Sons  Carriage  Com- 
pany, has  purchased  the  Queen  Street 
School  property,  and  will  use  it  for  a  paint 
shop,  and  the  ground  outside  for  piling 
lumber.  The  same  firm  is  building  an 
addition  to  its  factory  on  William  Street, 
and  Park  Street,  giving  employment  to  a 
number  of  mechanics  and  labourers.  Trans- 
portation business  is  very  good  and  whole- 
sale and  retail  business  is  active.  The  con- 
tract has  been  let  for  the  public  library 
and  work  will  be  commenced  soon.  No 
changes  in  rates  of  wages  were  reported 
during  the  month. 

Farming  operations  have  been  generally 
hindered  by  the  heavy  rains.  Much  of  the 
hay  has  been  spoiled  and  wheat  and  beans 
on  low  lying  land  have  been  much  injured. 
On  the  higher  ground,  however,  the  crops 
look  very  well.  The  scarcity  of  farm  labour- 
ers continues  and  much  difficulty  will  be 
experienced  in  harvesting  the  crop. 

All  local  factories  are  running  full  time 
with  full  staffs  of  hands. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters,  joiners, 
lathers  and  plasterers  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. 


Painters  and  paperhangers  report  work 
somewhat  slack. 

Plumbers,  stonecutters  and  builder's 
labourers  are  all  busy. 

Iron  workers  and  helpers  have  plenty  of 
work. 

Linemen  are  all  busy. 

Woodworkers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Printers  and  pressmen  are  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  work  a  little 
slack. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  are  all  busy. 

Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  have 
plenty  of  work. 

Delivery  employees  are  busy. 

Cab  drivers,  hackmen,  carters,  teamsters 
and  expressmen  have  plenty  of  work. 

There  is  a  scarcity  of  unskilled  labourers. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  con- 
tinue satisfactory,  those  engaged  in  the 
building  trades  and  in  all  manufacturing 
and  mechanical  employments  being  fully 
employed.  On  the  railroads  the  men  are 
rushed  and  are  working,  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  crews,  overtime.  The  scale 
of  wages  is  satisfactory.  The  salt  com- 
pany is  building  a  $10,000  addition  to  their 
large  plant  for  making  dairy  salt.  This 
will  give  employment  to  10  or  15  more 
hands  when  completed.  Over  100  houses 
have  already  been  erected  in  Windsor  this 
summer.  Wholesale  and  retail  merchants 
report  a  good  month.  A  Trade  and  Labour 
Council  was  recently  organized  with  10 
unions. 

Agriculturists  have  had  a  poor  season  on 
account  of  wet  weather.  The  crops  on  low 
lands  are  ruined  while  those  on  the  high 
land  will  only  be  half  a  crop.  Hay  is  suf- 
fering greatly.  Market  gardeners  are  also 
complaining  of  the  potatoes  and  vegetables 
rotting  in  the  fields. 
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Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners  report  a  busy  month. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have    been    very- 
busy  during  the  month. 

Painters  report  plenty  of  work  ahead. 

Plumbers  are  all  busy. 

Builders  labourers  have  had  a  satisfac- 
tory month. 

Iron  moulders  and  coremahers  have 
worked  full  time  during  the  month. 

Electrical  workers  are  working  full  time. 

Blacksmiths,  shipbuilders,  and  horse- 
shoers  report  plenty  of  work. 

Carriage  and  wagon-makers  are  very 
busy. 

Printers,  pressmen,  journeymen  tailors 
and  photographers  report  trade  good. 

Butchers  report  trade  fair  and  are  all 
working  full  time. 

Barbers  and  broommakers  have  been  busy. 

Railroad  employees  have  all  the  work 
they  can  handle  at  present. 

Steamboat  men  and  steamboat  firemen 
are  all  busy. 

Unskilled  labour  in  this  city  has  been 
well  employed  this  summer  and  an  idle 
man  who  wishes  to  work  is  not  to  be  found. 

District  Notes. 

Walkerville. — The  manufacturing  plants 
are  running  to  their  full  capacity,  with  a 
full  force  of  men  and  with  plenty  of  work 
ahead.  The  Board  of  Works  is  putting 
down  paved  streets  and  sidewalks  on  an 
extensive  scale,  thus  giving  employment  to 
many  unskilled  labourers. 

WINNIPEG,    MAN.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
port as  follows  : — 

The  favourable  labour  conditions  report- 
ed last  month  continued  during  July.  Gen- 
erally speaking  the  demand  for  labour  was 
never  so  general  and  steady  in  this  city  as 
it  is   at  the  present   time.     It  would   not 


be  accurate,  however,  to  state  that  there  is 
actually  a  dearth  of  labour  in  any  particu- 
lar branch.  In  the  building  trades  con- 
tractors have  stated  that  they  could  do  with 
a  few  extra  hands  for  a  short  time  to  help 
them  over  the  rush  in  certain  of  the 
branches  of  this  trade.  It  should  be  borne 
in  mind,  however,  by  those  proposing  to 
come  to  this  point  that  this  condition  lasts 
but  a  few  weeks. 

The  chief  feature  of  labour  activity  is 
the  amount  of  building  that  is  in  course  of 
being  done.  More  large  warehouses  are 
being  commenced  and  others  are  projected. 
Business  is  increasing  in  volume  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  necessitate  larger  floor 
spaces  and  warehousing  capacity.  Many 
agents  and  commission  men  who  have  hith- 
erto been  sharing  quarters  with  others 
are  now  feeling  the  necessity  of  more  room 
for  expanding  trade.  Inquiries  among  job- 
bers elicited  the  fact  that  in  all  lines  busi- 
ness is  exceedingly  good. 

The  labour  market  has  been  seriously  dis- 
turbed by  strikes  during  the  month.  The 
freight  handlers  and  other  classes  of  em- 
ployees on  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway 
are  still  out.  The  men  claim  that  the  Com- 
pany is  not  replacing  them  with  experienced 
assistance,  and  that  the  company's  rolling 
stock  is  largely  incapacitated  through  lack 
of  repairs.  On  the  other  hand  the  company 
claims  that  there  is  no  strike  and  that  all 
vacancies  caused  by  the  men  leaving  work 
have  been  filled. 

Rates  of  wages  still  incline  upwards.  The 
Street  Railway  Employees  have  received 
another  advance,  and  in  other  trades  the 
higher  rates  are  prevailing.  For  instance, 
carpenters  who  have  been  graded  at  rates 
varying  from  25  cents  per  hour  to  30  cents, 
are  now  receiving  27  cents  to  30  cents  per 
hour,  and  especially  good  men  are  being 
paid  even  higher  rates  than  these. 

The  appearance  of  the  crops  is  arousing 
the  greatest  hopes  of  another  bountiful 
harvest.  The  chief  clerk  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  at  Winnipeg,  has  an- 
nounced  that    approximately   19,000    extra 
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harvest  hands  will  be  recruited  to  harvest 
the  grain  according  to  present  indications. 
Already  steps  are  being  taken  to  arrange 
for  the  securing  of  this  labour  from  the 
eastern  provinces  of  the  Dominion. 

All  local  manufacturing  industries  are 
active  and  employment  in  the  same  is  good. 

Railroad  construction  is  still  actively  pro- 
ceeding. The  local  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany purposes  extending  its  line  into  the 
adjoining  municipality  of  St.  Boniface.  The 
projected  line  to  Headingly  has  also  been 
staked  out,  and  likewise  the  line  to  Sel- 
kirk. On  the  latter  grading  will  commence 
immediately. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.  has 
announced  large  preparations  for  handling 
the  crops.  Last  year  many  complaints  were 
made  as  to  shortage  of  cars,  this  year  some 
hundred  of  new  ones  will  be  put  into  opera- 
tion by  this  company. 

In  the  machine  shops  and  foundries  ac- 
tivity prevails. 

The  woodworking  mills  in  consequence 
of  building  activity  are  taxed  to  their  full 
capacity  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  all 
the  lumber  yards  in  the  city.  Some  en- 
gaged in  the  latter  business  venture  the  as- 
sertion that  the  demand  for  lumber  will 
exceed  the  supply  before  the  building  season 
closes. 

Printing  and  allied  trades  continue  ac- 
tive. Business  was  increased  during  the 
fair  season,  and  towards  the  end  of  July 
some  evidence  of  the  grainmen's  anticipa- 
tions of  a  large  wheat  crop  was  manifest  in 
the  larger  orders  they  are  placing  for  their 
requirements  in  printed  matter. 

The  clothing,  as  well  as  other  trades,  and 
manufactures  generally,  report  more  busi- , 
ness  during  the  fair  season  than  in  the* 
same  period  of  other  years.  Their  normal 
trade  has  been  better  and  shows  greater  pro- 
mise. This  year  the  vast  number  of  visitors 
to  the  city  have  had  more  money,  and  as 
a  result  the  cash  sales  made  by  the  Winni- 
peg merchants  have  exceeded  anticipations. 


In  transport  circles  the  feature  exciting 
the  most  general  interest  is  the  labour 
trouble  on  the  Canadian  Northern.  The 
machinists  still  are  continuing  their  strike 
and  the  freightlanders,  trackmen,  switch- 
men, carpenters  and  others  are  also  on 
strike.  During  the  month  the  same  com- 
pany entered  into  an  agreement  with  the) 
conductors,  trainmen,  firemen  and  engin- 
eers in  their  employ.  Officers  from  the 
head-quarters  of  each  respective  Interna-' 
tional  organazation  concerned  were  present 
when  the  understanding  with  the  company 
was  arranged.  Those  on  strike  have  iden- 
tified themselves  with  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  railroad  employees  with  head  quar- 
ters at  San  Francisco.  On  account  of  this 
body  enrolling  on  its  membership  men  who 
are  obliged  to  join  existing  international 
unions,  friction  seems  to  have  developed, 
and  contrary  to  the  anticipations,  the  co- 
operation of  the  trainmen,  firemen,  conduc- 
tors and  engineers  of  the  Canadian  North- 
ern has  not  been  obtained  by  the  machinists 
and  others  still  on  strike. 

The  strike  of  the  young  women  in  the 
Paulin  Chambers  factory  is  nominally  con- 
tinued. Most  of  the  girls  have  been  em- 
ployed elsewhere  and  the  factory  itself  is 
running  with  a  full  complement. 

The  bakers  strike  also  continues  nomin- 
ally. All  the  bakeries  are  working  at  full 
capacity. 

BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

The  weather  during  the  past  two  months 
has  been  on  the  whole  unfavourable  to 
farmers.  Though  the  rainfall  has  been  ex- 
cessive, grain  crops  have  not  been  dam- 
aged, with  the  exception  of  those  lying 
in  low  lands.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
grain  will  be  headed  out  earlier  than  usual, 
so  that  if  July  and  August  weather  proves 
warm  Manitoba  will  have  one  of  the  ear- 
liest harvests  on  record  as  well  as  one  of 
the  most  bountiful. 
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The   strike    on    the    Canadian    Northern  wheat  district  asking  particulars  as  to  the 

has  no  apparent  effect  on  railway  traffic  in  condition    of    the    crops,    the    number    of 

this  locality.  available   labourers    in   their    district,    and 

Cattle  are  in  excellent  condition  on  ranches  tlle  number  it  is  expected  will  be  required 

in  Manitoba  and  the  Territories.    A  syndi-  to  assist  with  the  harvest-     It  is  thought 

cate  of  capitalists  has  been  formed  in  this  fchat . about   20>000  f arm  labourers  will  be 

city  with  representatives   from  the   Terri-  required. 

tories,  to  carry  on  a  business  in  ranching  NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DIS- 

and  land-buying  on  an  extensive  scale.  TRTCT 

In  connection  with  the  lumbering  Indus-  ^    Qeorge   Hargreave8j   Correspondent, 

try  the  men  in  one  local  saw-mill  have  been  repoptg  ag  f oUows  ._ 


unable  to  resume  work  owing  to  the  con 
tinued  high  water  in  the  river. 


The  conditions  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  and  district   for  the  past  month 
A  large  number  of  men  employed  in  rail-  have  been  very  satisfactory.  General  activity 
way   construction  work  are  kept  busy  on  pi.evails  in  the  building  trades  and  a  good 
the  0.  P.  R.  demand  for  unskilled  labour  is  reported.  In 
Trade  with  the  bricklayers  and  masons,  one  case  50  men  were  required  and  only  25 
carpenters  and  joiners,  lathers  and  plaster-  available,  owing  to  so  many  men  being  en- 
ers  is  excellent.  gaged  in  fishing  and  harvesting.     Consider- 
ed          ,,              .1  •                                ,.  able  work  is  being  carried  on  at  the  new 
btonecutters  m  this  city  are  exception-  . 

n     i              a    i       i  .c          x          t,7       ii  Fraser  river  bridge,  a  large  gang  of  men 

ally  busy.     A  local  nrm  oi  marblecutters,  mi 

.     i      •  finding  steady  employment.     I  he  contract 

owing  to  an  increase  m  business,  are  com-  to             °               , 

-i-ii             i           ,i    •              •  has  been  let  and  work  commenced  on  the 

pelled  to  enlarge  their  premises  at  an  ex-  . 

£    i           .     ,i             i    i  ii  new  electric  car  shops  of  which  the  con- 

pense  oi  about  six  thousand  dollars.  .                        ^       . 

tract  price  is  $5,750.    Owing  to  the  general 

Blacksmiths  are  busy.  activity  the  car  company  have  added  two* 

Trade  is  good  with  jewellers  and  watch-  extra  cars  per  day  to  the  service  to  Vancou- 

case  makers.  ver,  for  the  convenience  of  the  workingmen. 

Printers  are  busy.                       '  The  contract  for  the  driving  of  over  13,000 

feet,  or  two  and  a  half  miles  of  tunnel  for 

Journeymen  tailors  report  trade  good.  ,,      v                   -r>            n  _             •               £ 

J                          v                 e  the  \  ancouver  Power  Company,  is  one  oi 

One  local  firm  of  tanners  is  making  ex-  the  largest  undertakings  of  the  kind  ever 

tensive  additions  to  its  premises  owing  to  commenced  in  Canada.    It  is  estimated  that 

increased  trade.  it  will  cost  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  mil- 

Barbers,  broommakers,  clerks  stenograph-  lion  and  a  garter  before  completion,  and 

ers,  delivery  employees,  hotel  and  restaurant  wiU  Sive  employment  to  one  hundred  and 

employees,    laundry    workers,    &c,    report  twenty-five  men,  for  twenty-seven  months, 

trade  never  better.  The  B.  C.  Packers  Association,  have  pur- 

A11        -7                  7                     u     «i  chased  the  Columbia    Packing    Company, 

All    railway    employees    are    busily    em-  .          _,             *     *> 

I       i  establishment  at  this  point.     Ihe  plant  and 

equipment  both  for  ordinary  canning  and 

District  .Notes.  winter  packing  is  one  of  the  largest  and 

Reports  from  Alameda  say  that  the  rush  most  complete  on  the  Fraser  River. 

for  land  continues.     Five  hundred  home-  The  merchants  of  the  city  intend  to  place 

steads   entries   have  been   made.     A  great  a  new  passenger  and  freight  boat  on  the 

many  settlers   are   coming  in  from  North  down  river  run,  to  compete  with  the  boat 

Dakota  to  South  East  Assiniboia.  now  on  that  route. 

Circulars  have  been  issued  by  the  C.  P.  The  buyers  of  spring  salmon,  undertook 

R.  Company,  to  every  station  agent  in  the  to  reduce  the  price  from  4  cents  to  3  cents 
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per  pound.     The  fishermen  at  once  decided        Steamboats  report  times  good.    The  river 
to  stop  fishing,  when  the  buyers  agreed  to    tugs  and  freight  boats  being  very  busy, 
pay  the  4  cents  per  pound. 

Farmers  are  busy,  with  a  very  heavy  hay 
crop.     A   good   demand   for   farm   help    is 


Street  Railway  Employees  report  plenty 
of  work.  The  trackmen  are  unusually  busy 
adding  additions  to  track. 


reported. 

The  lumbering  industry  is  in  a  flourish- 


The  number  of  fishing  licenses  issued  for 
this  period  up  to  July  26,  was  1,432  ;  from 


ing  condition,  and  the  export  trade  is  good,    the  Vancouver    oflice    about    1,000.       The 


this   is   particularly   true 
trade. 


in    the    shingle    number  issued  in  1901  was  about  3,500. 


During  the  past  month  considerable  un- 
rest was  experienced  between  the  canners 
and  fishermen,  regarding  the  price  per  fish 
for  the  run,  though  happily  no  strike  was 
declared,  the  union  and  the  canners  decid- 
ing upon  a  sliding  scale.  The  majority  of 
the  men  have  commenced  fishing.  Some 
few  have  returned  and  are  finding  employ- 
ment in  the  woods  and  in  other  places.  The 
fish  up  to  the  last  of  the  month  were  not 
running  in  paying  quantities. 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

The  demand  for  men  in  the  building 
trades  during  the  past  month  has  never 
been  better  in  this  city  and  district.  The 
British  Columbia  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany has  let  the  contract  for  driving  two 
and  a  half  miles  of  tunnel  from  Lake  Beau- 


tiful to  Coquitlam  Lake,  near  Vancouver, 
Bricklayers  and  masons  report  work  good    and   wQrk   wiU   commence   at   once.       The 

for  what  men  are  here.  tunnel  alone  wiU  cQst  $250)000  in  ]abour# 

Work  is  very  active  with  carpenters,  and     It  will  take  about  125  men,  27  months  to 
a  demand  for  workmen  is  being  made  as     complete  the  work.     The  tunnel  will  connect 

two   mountain   lakes,   the   water   power   of 
which  will  be  used  in  connection  with  the 


numbers  of  men  have  gone  fishing. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  report  work  plenti- 
ful. 

Painters  are  very  busy. 

Plumbers   report   work   steady. 

Stonecutters  are  fully  employed,  and  are 
in  demand. 

Builders  labourers  were  scarce  during  the 
past  month. 


establishment  of  an  electric  power  plant  to 
provide  power  to  Vancouver.  The  entire 
cost  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at  $1,250,- 
000. 

The  current  wages  in  the  building  trades 
in  this  city  are  at  present  as  follows : — 

Carpenters. — Journeymen,    $3    to    $3.25 
a    day   of   nine   hours ;    foremen,   $3.50   to 
Iron  workers  and  moulders  report  work     $5^ 

Stonecutters. — Journeymen,  .50     for 


steady. 

Shipwrights  and  caulke7's  report  work  not 
very  plentiful. 

Shingle  makers  are  fully  employed. 

Printers  report  good  conditions,  job  work 
being  exceptionally  active. 

The  cigar  factory  was  shut  down  for 
stock  taking  for  2  weeks,  but  has  recom- 
menced, work  is  plentiful. 

There  is  only  one  white  laundry  here, 
Chinese  predominating.  The  workers  in 
the  white  laundry  report  work  good. 


eight  hours. 

Bricklayers    and    masons. — Journeymen. 
$4  to  $4.50   for  eight  hours;   foremen, 
to  $6. 

Plumbers. — Journeymen,  $3.60  for  eight 
hours,  no  foremen  working. 

Painters. — Journeymen,      $3      for      nine 
hours,  foremen  $3.50. 

Labourers. — $2.^;>  to  $3  for  eight  hours 

Electrical  workers, — Journeyment.  $3  for 
nine  hours. 
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Wages  for  foremen  vary  according  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  particular  works  and  the 
number  of  men  employed  thereon. 

The  canners  and  fishermen  have  arranged 

a  compromise  on  the  price  to  be  paid  for 

sock-eye    salmon    this    season.      The    scale 

agreed  upon  is  as  follows : — 

Up  to  a  pack  of  200,000  cases 
Over  200,000  and  up  to  250,000 


250,000 
350,000 
400,000 
450,000 
500,000 


350,000 
400,000 
450,000 
500,000 
550,000 


.  .20  cts.  a  fish. 

..18 

..16| 

..13J 

..12  h 


11  " 

to  be  11  cents, 
the   number   of 


The  minimum  price  is 
The  canners  will  restrict 
boats.  The  canners  will  assist  in  the  col- 
lection of  union  fees  and  dues  by  instruc- 
ing  their  bookkeepers  to  deduct  the  amount 
from  the  moneys  coming  to  the  fishermen. 
A  representative  of  the  fishermen  will  check 
the  catch  and  pack  at  the  end  of  the  season 
on  August  25. 

A   civic   by-law   regulating   the   salaries 

of  men  in  the    fire    department    has    been 

passed.    It  provides  as  follows: — 

Chief  of  fire  department  per  month....  $125  00 

Assistant  chief  per  month 85  00 

Each  capta.n 75  00 

Each  driver 67  00 

The  hosemen,  pipemen,  truckmen,  stokers 
shall  be  divided  into  three  classes,  and  receive 
the  following  salaries  according  to  their  class, 
as  follows: — First  class,  after  two  years'  con- 
tinuous service  in  the  Vancouver  fire  depart- 
ment, each  $60  per  month.  Second  class  after 
one  years'  service  in  the  said  department,  each 
the  sum  of  $55  per  month.  Third  class,  first 
years'  service  the  sum  of  $50  per  month. 

Chief   engineer   per   month $85  00 

Second  engineer  per  month 70  00 

Assistant   engineer   per   month 67  60 

Each   man   in   charge   of   a   chemical   en- 
gine per  month 67  50 

Electrician    ..    : 70  0U 

Builders'  labourers  are  at  present  well 
employed. 

Iron  moulders  report  work  conditions 
good. 

Electrical  workers  report  a  surplus  of 
men.    There  are  also  plenty  of  linemen. 

Blacksmiths  are  all  busy. 

Work  in  the  shingle  business  is  brisk, 
but  there  is  not  much  demand  for  white 
labour.  There  are  demands,  however,  for 
Japanese  and  Chinese  help,  which  is  aH 
present  difficult  to  obtain. 


The  month  of  July  has  been  a  poor  one 
for  the  printing  trade.  There  is  a  surplus 
of  printers  and  pressmen. 

Tailors  are  busy. 

The  cigar  making  is  quiet.  * 

The  demand  for  clerks  and  stenographers 
is  dull.  A  large  number  of  young  men  have 
arrived  from  outside  parts  this  season,  and 
are  glad  to  get  work  at  any  price.  The 
effect  is  a  downward  tendency  of  salaries. 
A  good  salesman  can  get  about  $50  per 
month. 

Among  laundry  workers  there  is  a  demand 
for  women  and  girls.  Advertisements  ap- 
pear in  the  local  papers  for  this  class  of 
labour. 

District  Notes. 

Up  to  July  7,  the  authorities  at  Dawson 
City  had  been  sending  men  out  to  do  road 
work,  some  200  being  needed.  There  were 
for  these  positions  over  1,800  applications. 
Idle  men  in  the  north  are  now  reported  to 
be  the  largest  part  of  the  population.  Wages 
have  dropped  to  $3  a  day  for  labourers. 
The  government  pays  $5  a  day  and  board, 
or  80  cents  an  hour  without  board. 

VICTOEIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  conditions  during  the  month  have 
been  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory,  repres- 
enting an  improvement  on  the  previous 
month,  and  being  much  better  than  is 
usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  Unskilled 
labour  has  been  especially  well  employed. 
There  was  no  unusual  activity  amongst 
other  craftsmen,  but  nearly  all  were  fully 
employed.  Building  operations  throughout 
the  district  are  brisk,  the  construction  of 
smelters  at  Crofton  and  Ladysmith  having 
drawn  all  the  surplus  labour  from  the  city. 
A  large  amount  of  civic  work  is  under  way, 
such  as  street  paving,  sewer  and  sidewalk 
construction,  and  the  James  Bay  reclama- 
tion work.  All  civic  work  is  being  done 
by  day  labour,  and  for  ordinary  unskilled 
work,  $2  per  day  of  9  hours  is  paid.     The 
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city  engineer  was  unable  to  procure  all  the 
men  required  at  this  rate.  Wholesale  and 
retail  trade  generally  is  fair  for  the  season. 
Some  of  the  retailers  close  their  stores  on 
Saturday  afternoons,  allowing  their  em- 
ployees the  half-holiday. 

On  July  14,  Messrs.  Bullen,  proprietors 
of  the  Esquimalt  Marine  Railway,  locked 
out  twenty  shipwrights  and  caulkers.* 

Captains  of  sealing  schooners  have  this 
year  experienced  great  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing hunters.  The  Indians  on  the  West 
Coast  of  Vancouver  Island  have  furnished 
crews  for  a  number  of  years  past,  but  they 
have  become  dissatisfied  with  the  wages 
paid,  and  a  large  number  of  them  refuse 
to  sign  this  year.  As  a  result  eight  of  the 
twenty-six  schooners  which  were  fitted  out 
for  the  season  were  unable  to  get  their  usual 
crews,  and  had  to  return  to  port  and  tie  up, 
while  others  of  the  fleet  have  gone  to  sea 
short  of  usual  complement  of  men. 

Work  in  the  building  trades  is  active,  and 
all  mechanics  in  the  different  branches  are 
fully  employed. 

Conditions  in  the  metal  and  ship  build- 
ing trades  are  satisfactory. 

With  iron  workers  trade  is  fair,  nearly  all 
mechanics  having  constant  employment.  In 
the  early  part  of  the  month  trade  was  some- 
what slack. 

In  the  wood  working  branches  trade  is 
good. 

Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  fully 
employed. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  trade 
fair. 

In  the  printing  trades  work  is  fair. 

Work  is  slack  with  the  journeymen 
tailors. 

Garment  workers  are  in  demand.  One 
firm  is  advertising  for  help  and  the  manager 

*For  the  full  particulars  as  furnished  to  the 
Department  by  the  correspondent  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  at  Victoria,  see  the  special  article  on 
Trade  Disputes  of  the  month  on  another  page 
of  the  present  issue. 


says  that  he  is  not  able  to  get  all  the  hands 
he  requires. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  report  trade 
good. 

For  cigarmakers  trade  is  fair. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  are  getting  all 
the  work  they  can  attend  to. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  demand. 

District  Notes. 

Chemainus. — The  lumber  trade  is  brisk 
and  additions  are  being  made  to  the  plant 
of  the  company  here.  A  large  dry  kiln 
is  being  constructed,  and  a  shingle  mill  is 
soon  to  be  added. 

Crofton. — A  large  amount  of  building  is 
being  done  here  and  mechanics  in  the  trade 
are  in  demand.  Forty-five  tons  of  new 
machinery  for  the  new  smelter,  which  is 
nearing  completion,  were  received  from 
Victoria  on  the  19th  inst. 

Yukon. — The  following  communication 
has  been  received  by  the  Victoria  Trades 
and  Labour  Council  from  Dawson: 

To  the  Labour  Unions  of  Victoria  and  Seattle. 

Dawson  is  overcrowded  with  labouring  men. 
Hundreds  are  going  idle  on  the  streets.  Ad- 
vise all  unions  to  make  it  widely  known 
throughout  the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States.  Under  the  most  favourable  con- 
ditions, with  all  the  public  works  and  railroad 
building  going  on,  the  market  would  even  than 
be  overstocked. 

Yours    faithfully, 

Dawson  Trades  and  Labour  Council. 


The  same  congested  state  of  the  labour 
market  is  reported  at  White  Horse  and 
other  populated  portions  of  the  territory. 
Since  early  spring  the  trail  to  the  interior 
has  been  lined  with  men,  who  in  many  in- 
stances did  not  have  money  to  pay  their  fare 
to  Dawson.  A  very  large  proportion  of 
these  men  come  from  the  United  States.  To 
men  who  have  money  to  tide  them  over  for 
a  year  or  two  the  Yukon  territory  offers 
many  inducements,  but  those  whose  sole 
dependence  after  arrival  is  upon  the  labour 
of  their  hands,  are  advised  to  stay  away, 
for  the  chances  of  employment  are  extreme- 
ly  limited. 
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NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTEICT.  abroad  which  is  making  general  business 

Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 

ports  as  follows : —  In  the  building  trades  times  are  very  dull 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in  for  the  time  of  year>  there  being  very  few 

this  district  has  shown  very  few  changes  new  buildings  started  or  in  prospect, 

since  last  month  and  is  dull  for  the  time  In  the  metal  trades,  outside  of  the  reg- 

of  the  year.    There  are  no  new  plants  start-  ular  work  of  the  mining  companies,  there 

ing  up  and  while  some  industries  are  doing  is  very  little  doing. 

fairly  well  others  are  quiet  with  plenty  of  m.            j       7  .        ,      , 

,       ,        «,,               ,       ,           ,  ..  Ibe  woodworking  trades  report  the  same 

men  on  hand  to  nil  any  extra  demand  that  £             ,,            , . , . 

,                       .7.7,  unfavourable  conditions, 
may  occur.      In    commercial    circles    also 

trade  is  very  dull  with  no  immediate  pros-  The  printing  trade  is  reported  quiet, 

pects  for  betterment.  Teamsters  report  business  as  fair. 

In  agricultural  circles  the  haying  season  Unskilled  labour  has  found  fair  employ- 
is  backward  on  account  of  wet  weather.  ment  during  the  month  Qn  ciyic  wQrk  ^ 

In  the  fishing  industry  matters  are  quiet,  on  the  water  works  improvements. 


District  Notes. 


Lumbering   operations   are   active,   there 
being  a  good  demand  for  logs  and  shingles. 

The  logging  camps  are  working  full  time         In  the  district  conditions  are  about  the 

as  well  as  the  mills,  but  there  are  plenty  of  same  as  in  the  city>     The  new  smelter  at 

men  to  meet  all  demands.  Crofton  is  being  pushed  and  another  one 

The  coal  trade  is  very  quiet  and  uncer-  is  being  started  at  Ladysmith.    On  the  west 

tain  with  a  number  of  idle  men  around,  and  coast  conditions  are  steady  at  the  quartz 

though  those  who  are  working  are  making  mines,  and  although  there  is  no  rush,  busi- 

f air  time,  there  is  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  ness  is  improving  steadily. 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN  CANADA. 

DURING  the  month  of  July  the  depart-  way  as  to  present  the  data,  not  only  in 
ment  made  a  special  investigation  positive  but  in  comparative  form  as  well, 
into  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada.  The  The  present  tables,  moreover,  afford  an 
special  correspondents  of  the  Gazette  interesting  basis  for  purposes  of  further 
representing  all  the  cities  in  the  Dominion  comparison,  when  considered  in  relation  to 
prepared  reports  in  accordance  with  uni-  the  tables  of  1900  and  1901. 
form  instructions  on  the  prices  of  commo- 
dities current  in  their  localities  during  the  RePorts  from  two  additional  cities,  name- 
week  beginning  July  14.  Average  rates  ly>  Charl°ttetown,  P.E.I,  and  Three  Kivers, 
paid  for  board  and  lodging  by  workingmen,  Que*'  ar'e  added  to  the  Present  schedules, 
and  average  rent  of  houses  for  working-  but  no  additi°n  has  been  made  to  the  num- 
men  were  also  reported  upon.  ber  of  articles  for  which  prices  are  quoted. 

The  investigation  was  similar  to  one  made  As   in  the  earlier  articles,  details  as  to 

during  the  years  1900  and  1901,  the  results  local  conditions  are  added  in  explanatory 

of  which  appeared  in  tabulated  form  in  the  foot-notes.       The  prices   quoted  are  those 

November  issues  of  the  Labour  Gazette  of  charged   by   retailers   in   the   cities   named 

those  years.     The  tables  published  herewith  for  ordinary  quantities   of  the  articles  in 

contain  the  results  of  the  present  investi-  question,   no   attempt   being  made  to   take 

gation,   classified  and  compiled  in  such  a  into  account  the  comparatively  seldom  oc- 
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I.  SCHEDULE  OF  RETAIL  PRICES  OF 
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Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Nova  Scotia — 

14  lb.  loaves  at  5c 

65 

6 

22 

15 

18 

1  25 

4  — 

Prince  Edward  Island 

3* 

2  lb.  loaf  at  7c . . 

60 

5 

18-20 

14 

13 

75 

20 

3L 

New  Brtmswick — 

St.  John 

3 

2  lb.  loaf  at  6c . . 

75 

5 

18-25 

15 

18 

2  10 

1  50 

4^ 

Quebec — 

5  &  6  lb.  loaves- 
14  &  16  cts. 

60 

6 

17-18c 

15 

18 

1  50 

60 

<N 

Sherbrooke 

3 
2§ 

3  lb.  loaf  at  9c.  d 
31b.  loaf 

65-75 
60 

5  to  6 
5 

16-25 
20-21 

124-18 
'  15 

18-20 
18 

1  50 
1  00 

30-40 
30 

4 

Three  Rivers 

^ 

6  lb.  loaves-14  & 
12  cts. 

60 

4 

20-24 

15 

15 

1  20 

"•^-s 

Montreal 

.... 

6  lb.  loaves  12  to 
15  cts. 

60 

6 

18-24/ 

14 

17 

1  40 

1  50 

4_ 

Hull 

•  *  •  * 

4  1b.  loaf  10c... 

50-55 

5 

18-20-24 

124-15 

18-20 

1  35  1  40 

2>J 

Ontario — 

_ 

Ottawa 

2* 

24 

4  1b.  loaf  at  10c. 
2  &  4  lb.  loaves  5 

60-75 
60 

5-6 

4-5 

18-20 /i 
16-25 

13 
124 

16 

16-20 

70-75 

•20-30 

2|- 

1  00    35  4(i 

&  10c. 

Belleville 

24 

10c.  per  loaf  of  4 
lbs. 

5 

20-22 

13-15 

15 

75 

40 

14^ 

Toronto 

2  &   4  lb.  loaves 
at  5  &  10c. 

50 

6 

18-24 

124- it; 

18-20 

1  50 

40 

3^^_ 

':i 

Hamilton 

24 

2  &  4  lb.  loaves 
at  5  &  10c. 

5 

20 

i:» 

20 

1  50  i 

25 

5 

Guelph  ...    

2  lb.  loaf  6c.  4  lb. 
loaf  lie. 

50-55 

5 

17-20 

14 

17 

1  00 

•  •    • 

4 

Brant  ford 

24 

2  lb.  loaf,  21  tic- 

55 

5 

18 

14 

17 

90 

4 

kets  for  $1. 

Stratford ... 

34 

14  lb.  loaf  at  5c. 

50 

0 

15-22 

13 

14 

70-35/ 

15 

5 

London  

14  &  2  lb.  loaves 
at  5c. 

5 

17-19 

14 

16 

1  00-1  15 

...... 

4 

St.  Thomas 

2  lb.  loaf  at  5c  . . 

2  lb.  loaf  at  5c  . . 
2  lb.  loaf  at  5c  . . 

55 

56 

50-55 

5 

5 

5 

19 

15 
18-20 

14 

14 
15 

15 

14 
16 

1  80 

1   25 
1  80 

"35 

3 

Chatham 

24 
24 

4 

Windsor 

1 

Manitoba  — 

Winnipeg   .            ... 

2  lb.  loaf  at  5c  . . 
2  lb.  loaf  5c... 

60 

6* 

5 

20 

18 

15 

174 

20 

15 

60  x 
60 

5 

Brandon . 

24 

British  Columbia — 

New  Westminster. . 

4 

H    lb.   loaves,    4 
for  25c. 

p  1  35 

8 

25 

17 

25-30 

1  25 

4 

Vancouver 

14  lb.  loaves  at  5c 

q  1  35 

14  qts. 
for$l 

30 

174 

25  39 

HOforlOOf  alb. 
lbs. 

5 

Victoria 

4 

1^  lb.  loaves  at  5c 

55-65 

10 

20-25 

20 

25-30 

50s 

5 

4  loaves  for  25c. . 

1 

1  25-1  50 

10 

25-30 

18 

25-30 

1  50 

4-5 

«  Soft  coal,  per  chaldron,  $7  to  $7.10  ;  per  half  chaldron,  -S3. 50  to  -S3. 55. 

b  Sawed,  $8  ;  sawed  and  split,  $9. 

c  Fresh  butter,  20  to  22  cts. 

d  A  1  lb.  milk  loaf  sells  at  5  cts. 

e  American  oil,  25  cts. 

/  Creamery,  24  cts. 

g  Mill  refuse  $2  per  cord. 

h  Creamery  25.  cts. 

i  Old  potatoes  $1 .  25. 

j  American  oil,  20  cts. 

A;  5c.  per  bunch  of  3,  not  obtainable  by  the  bushel. 

I  New,  35  cts.  per  peck. 
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SUPPLIES  FOR  DOMESTIC  CONSUMPTION 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  I).— No.  3. 


eef  per  lb. 

ork  (fresh)  per 
lb. 

ork   (salt)   per 
lb. 

u 
& 

a 
o 
o 

j£3 
f-i 
ft 

O 

t-i 
& 

£ 

ugar  (granulat- 
ed) per  lb. 

agar  (granulat- 
ed) No.  of  lbs. 
for  $1. 

rown  or  coffee 
sugar  per  lb. 

rown  or  coffee 
sugar,    No.  of 
lbs.  for  $1. 

u 

as 

offee  per  lb. 

oal  oil  per  gall . 

oal  (stove)  per 
4  ton. 

oal  (stove)  per 
ton. 

[ardwood    fuel 
per  cord. 

PP 

Ph 

Ph 

PP 

^ 

m 
Cts. 

m 

PP 
Cts. 

PP 

H 

Q 

O 

O 

O 

n 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Cts. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Cts. 

1 
Cts. 

Cts. 

$   Cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts.* 

12-14 

12 

16 

10 

12 

5 

22 

4 

26 

25-40 

30 

25 

3  50 

0  10- 

e  eoc 

(ir) 

10 

12 

10 

16 

10-12 

10 

5 

21 

4 

26 

25 

30 

22 

1  50- 
1  90 

2  85- 
3  80 

4  00 

•  8-20 

14 

12-14 

18 

8-15 

10-12 

5 

22-25 

44 

25 

25-40 

35-40 

22 

3  50a 

7  00 

7  00b 

12-15 

12 

10-12 

16-17 

10 

12 

5 

22 

4 

28 

25-1  00 

30-60 

20 

3  75 

7  50 

4  50- 
5-50 

5-15 

12± 

13 

15 

10 

124 

4f-5 

20-22 

44 

24 

25-60 

30-40 

20-25 

3  25 

6  50 

4  25 

8-12 

12 

12 

14 

10 

12 

5 

22 

4 

28 

12-70 

25-40 

20 

3  00 

6  00 

3  50- 

5  15 

0-7  00 

7&10 

10-11 

12-13 

15 

10 

18 

5 

22 

4-44 

25 

40-60 

30-50 

20  e 

3  15 

6  25 

15 

15 

15 

18 

12 

12 

4 

26 

34 

30 

25-50 

30-40 

18 

3  50 

7  00 

7  00 

10 

12 

12 

14 

10 

12 

4 

26 

°2 

29 

15-25 

30  40 

20 

3  90 

7  50 

5  OOg 

10-15 

10-124 

10 

15 

10 

124 

5 

24 

4 

28 

20-60 

30-40 

30-35 

3  90 

7  50 

5  25 

12 J -15 

12$ 

12 

12 

124 

15 

41 

22-25 

4 

26 

35 

30 

18-22 

3  75 

7  00 

0  00 

6-12| 

12* 

10 

124 

10 

124 

5 

20 

4 

25 

25-50 

30-40 

16-20 

3  25 

6  50 

5  00 

8-20 

15 

124 

17 

10 

15 

4 

25 

4 

28 

20-75 u 

20-40 

20 

3  25 

6  50 

0  50- 
7  00 

8-18 

15 

15 

18 

12 

15-18 

5 

22 

5 

22 

25-60 

23  40 

17  j 

3  40 

6  50 

5-0  75 

124-18 

124-18 

15 

16 

124 

15 

5 

21 

5 

23 

25-50 

25-40 

18-  22 

6-6  50 

5-10-15 

13 

124 

16 

11 

14 

5 

21 

5 

23 

25-60 

40 

18-23 

3  25 

6  50 

6  50- 
7  00 

8-15 

12-15 

12 

15-18 

5-124 

10-15 

5 

22-25 

4 

28-30 

25-50 

30-50 

18-20 

3  50 

7  00 

0  25- 
0  75 

8-10-15 

124-14 

IS* 

14tol6 

124 

15-18 

5 

22 

5 

24 

25-50 

40 

15 

3  50 

7  00 

0-7  00 

6  to  16 

9-15 

10-14 

17-18 

8-12 

10-15 

4* 

24 

4 

26 

25-75 

25-60 

16  m 

3  50 

7  00 

2  50- 

5  50 
5  00 

10 -124 

m 

13 

15-18 

10 

124 

5 

20 

4 

25 

25 

30 

15 

3  50 

6  75 

10- 15 

10-15 

124. 

20 

11-12 

15 

4 

25 

5 

20 

25-50 

25-50 

20 

3  50 

6  50 

3  50- 
7  00 
0  00 

16 

15 

15 

18 

20 

25 

5 

20 

44 

22 

40 

40 

30 

5  50 

10  50 

124 

124. 

10 

18-20 

15 

25 

6 

18 

5 

20 

35-00 

35-50 

35-40 

5  75 

1150n 

4  50o 

8-18 

10-15 

16 

20 

10-18 

10-18 

54 

18 

5 

22 

35-50 

25-40 

40 

3  50 

6  50 

4  00 

10-18 

124-15 

124-15 

20-25 

8-18 

20 

5 

20 

44 

22 

25-50 

25-50 

35 

3  50- 
5  00 

6  50- 
9  50 

3  50-r 
4  CO 

8-15 

10-15 

15 

20 

8-15 

124-20 

H 

19 

5 

20 

20-00 

18-40 

40 

3  50 

0  00 

4  00* 

8-18 

124-18 

18    22 

10-18 

H 

17 

5 

20 

25-50 

35-50 

40 

2  00 

4  00 

2  75-3 

m  American,  20  cts. 

n  Souris,  soft,  $4.25;  Gait,  soft,  -$0.30. 

o  Soft  wood. 

p  50  lb.  bag. 

q  49  lb.  bag. 

r  Soft  wood. 

s  New  potatoes,  $1.80. 

t  Fir  and  spruce. 

u  A  good  article  can  be  had  for  30  cts. 

v  Per  chaldron. 

w  No  hard  wood  used  ;  kindling  wood  50  cts.  per  100  bundles. 

x  New  potatoes,  $1 .  50. 
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curring  instances  where  workingmen,  by 
purchasing  in  larger  quantities  and  direct 
from  the  produce  vendor  on  the  market, 
secure  more  favourable  terms. 

In  the  matter  of  the  rental  of  houses, 
the  location  of  the  dwelling  in  question, 
of  course  enters  very  largely,  and  the  re- 
turnis  herewith  presented  must  be  taken  as 
indicating  only  in  a  general  way,  the  or- 


dinary rentals  paid  by  workingmen  in  the 
various  cities  referred  to.  The  same  state- 
ment applies  also  to  the  rates  of  board  and 
lodging  quoted  in  the  accompanying  sched- 
ules. 

Comparison  with  previous  Years. 

In   comparing   the   figures   furnished   in 
the  foregoing  table  with  those  of  the  table 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  D. — Xo.  4. 

II.— SCHEDULE  OF  MONTHLY  RENTS  OF  HOUSES  FOR  WORKINGMEN. 


Locality. 

Flats  in  Tenements  of 

House 

of 

Four  Rooms. 

House 

of 

Six  Rooms. 

House 

of 

Eight  Rooms. 

Four  Rooms. 

Six  Rooms. 

Nova  Scotia- 
Prince  Edward  Island — 

Charlottetown 

New  Brunswick — 

St.  John  («) 

$ 

5  toG 

3 

3  to  6 

6  to  8 
3  to  4 
5  to  9 

$ 
8  to  10 

3.50 

5  to    8 

10  to  13 

6  to  10 
7.50  to  10 

7  to  8 

4 

4  to  7 

7  to  8 

4  to  7 

5 

3  to  4 
7  to  10 

6  to  10 

4  toG 

2.50 

$ 

10  to  12 

4.50  to  5 
8  to  10 

10  to  12 

7  to  10 

8.34 

5  to    7 

12 

10  to  IS 

6to    8 

3 

10 -to  12 

10 

6  to    8 
7&  7.50 

6&  7 
6*10 

8  to  10 

WW 
t 

8  to  10 

20 
10 

8  to  10 

12  to  15 

10  to  18 

6 

1 

15 

6  to    7 
10  to  15 

Quebec — 

Quebec  (b) 

Sherbrooke 

St.  Hyacinthe 

15  to  20 

10  to  15 

10 

6  to  10 

Hull 

Ontario — 

Ottawa 

8 
5  to  7 

15 
2 

10 

8  to  12 

20 
'  3 

lfi 

Average  15 

It;  to  22 

Btol6 

5 

Hamilton 

D  to  G 

1    G 

4  to  5 

5.50  &  6.00 

4  to  5 

4  to  5 

6  to  7 

5  to  5.50 

6 

15 
6 

G 
8  to  10 
8  to  12 

12  to  lb 
12 

Guelph 

8  to  11 

Brantford  (c) .......... .    

8.50to9.50 

Stratford 

8  to  10 

London  

10&18 

St.  Thomas. . 

6  to  7 
G 
5 

25 

8  to  10 
7  to  10 
6  to   8 

35 

10  to  15 

Chatham 

8 

Windsor 

Manitoba — 

Brandon  (d).  . .             .... 

12  to  29 

28 
15 

British  Columbia — 

Vancouver 

Victoria  (c) 

6  to  8 

8 

8  to  10 
15  to  25 

12  to  14 
18  to  25 
15  to  30 

Nanaimo  (  f) 

10 

(a.)  Very  fine  houses  in  St.  John  are  occupied  by  workingmen;  they  generally  prefer  flats. 
(b).  Proprietors  responsible  for  all  municipal  taxes  except  personal  tax. 
(c.)  Rents  are  considered  at  present  very  high. 

(d.)  Rents  at  present  are  considered  high  and  dwellings  scarce.     A  4-roomed  suite  of  apartments  in  a 
central  locality  including  heat  may  be  obtained  for  §16  per  month. 
(e. )  Rents  have  recently  advanced. 
(/.)  Small  houses  rent  for  -$6  up  to  $10,  according  to  size  and  location. 
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of  November,  1901,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
some  idea  as  to  the  movement  of  prices 
during  the  interim,  due  regard  must  be 
paid  to  the  fact  of  the  difference  in  the 
time  of  year  at  which  the  schedules  have 
been  prepared.  The  third  week  in  July, 
during  which  the  accompanying  figures 
were  collected,  is  one  of  comparative  scar- 
city in  certain  commodities  of  ordinary 
consumption.  Turnips,  for  examples,  are, 
at  the  present  time,  practically  out  of  the 
market,  and  in  many  instances  are  not 
quoted  by  correspondents.  Account  must 
also  be  taken  of  the  influence  of  special 
tendencies,  such  as  the  effect  of  the  strike 
of  coal  workers  in  Pennsylvania  on  the 
present  prices  of  coal  in  many  localities  of 
the  Dominion.  On  the  whole,  however,  the 
tendency  in  operation  since  the  publica- 
tion of  the  last  schedule  of  the  kind  in  the 
Labour  Gazette,  is  markedly  in  the  direct- 
ion of  an  increase  in  the  general  cost  of 
living.  The  price  of  meats  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  notable  example  of  this  movement. 
House  rents  have  also  perceptibly  height- 
ened, and  board  and  lodging  is  on  the 
whole  higher  than  last  autumn. 

Other  Comparisons. 

Dunn'te  review  of  prices  in  the  United 
States  for  July,  presents  an  interesting 
parallel  for  that  country  to  this  general 
upward  tendency  in  Canada.  The  figures 
illustrative  of  the  cost  of  living  to  one 
person  for  one  year  taken  for  July  1,  are 
given  in  the  current  issue  and  estimate 
such  cost  in  the  United  States  as  $101.91, 
which  is  $10.40  more  than  the  cost  a  year 
ago.  The  quotation  in  the  Review  of  July 
1,  is  the  highest  given  of  figures  for  year- 
ly supplies  as  far  back  as  January,  1888, 
with  one  exception,  that  for  May  1,  1902, 
when  the  cost  was  estimated  at  $102.29. 
Since  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  estim- 
ate has  been  noticeably  higher  than  a  year 
ago.  Bread-stuffs,  including  wheat,  corn, 
oats,  rye,  barley,  beans  and  peas,  and  meats 
have  contributed  to  this  increase.  During 
June,  breadstuff s  rose   6-7  per  cent,  con- 


sequent upon  the  large  increase  in  the  de- 
mand for  grains  and  flour.  The  rise  in 
meats,  as  compared  with  June  1,  was  over 
3  per  cent.  Dairy  and  garden  products 
fell  off  during  June,  so  that  the  quotation 
for  July  1,  was  about  8  per  cent  less  than 
for  June,  while  the  fall  during  May  was 
7  *3  per  cent.  As  compared  with  July  1901, 
the  increase  in  the  cost  of  living  has  been 
about  11  per  cent. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  D. — No.  5. 

III.— SCHEDULE  SHOWING  RATES 
PAID  FOR  BOARD  AND  LODGING 
BY  WORKINGMEN. 


Locality. 

Rates  Paid. 

Nova  Scotia^ 

$3  to  -$4  per  week. 

Prince  Edward  Island — 

$10  to  $11  per  month. 

New  Brunswick — 

St.  John  ....    

$12  to  $16  per  month. 

Quebec — 

$12  to  $20  per  month, 
cording  to  locality. 

ac- 

Sherbrooke 

$12  to  $20  per  month. 

Three  Rivers 

$12  to  $20  per  month. 

St.  Hyacinthe    

$3  per  week  in  hotels 

and 

$2  and  $2.50   in  prii 

^ate 

boarding  houses. 

Montreal  (a) 

$14  per  month. 

Hull 

$3  to  $3 .  25  for  single  men  ; 

women,   $2  to  $2.50 

per 

Ontario— 

week. 

Ottawa 

Average  $3.50  a  week. 

$12  Dpr  month  and  uiiwai'^s- 

$12  to  $14  ner  month. 

Toronto 

$3.50  to  $4  per  week. 

V 

From  $3.50  to  $4  per  week  ; 

women,  $3. 

$3  to  $3  50  per  week. 

Brantford    

$12  to  $13  per  month. 
$10  to  $18  per  month  ; 
erage  $13. 

Stratford 

av- 

$3  &  $3.50  boarding  hou 
$4  and  $4.50  hotels. 

ses, 

St.  Thomas 

$13  to  $15  per  month. 

$12  per  month. 

Windsor 

$15  to  $20  per  month. 

Manitoba — 

Winnipeg 

$4.25  to  $5.50  per  week. 
$14  to  $16  p<  r  month. 

British  Columbia — 

New  Westminster  . . 

$16  to  $25  per  month. 

Vancouver 

$20  to  $25  per  month. 

Victoria  

$20  to  $25  per  month. 

$20  to  $25  per  month. 

(a.)  In  West  End  $18. 
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IRON  MOULDERS  INTERNATIONAL  CONVENTION. 

The   following  report   of  the   recent   conven-  President  Martin  Fox  replied  on  behalf  of 

tion    of    the    Iron    Moulders'    Union    of    North  ,                        .                 ,      ,                        . 

.   .,     .   _        .      ,       ~nnn  «M«oi.o^  tiie   convention,   and   the   convention   went 

America,   held   at   Toronto,   has   been   prepared  ' 

by  Mr.   Phillips    Thompson,    correspondent    of  at  once  ino  secret  executive  session, 
the  Gazette  for  that  city  and  district  : — 

Reports  Presented. 

An  event  of  considerable  importance  in 

,          .          .    t       .       r,       j                 .1  I  he  second  day  oi   the   convention  was 

trade   union   circles   m    Canada    was    tne  *    .                              . 

holding  of  the  twenty-second  International  devoted  *°  *he  readlllf  of  *he  ^sidents 
Convention  of  the  Iron  Moulders'  Union  rePort>  whlc*  occupied  nearly  three  hours, 
of  North  America,  at  Toronto,  commencing  and  ^viewed  the  Progress  of  the  union  dur- 
on  July  7.  The  union  is  one  of  the  largest  in^  the  Past  two  *ears\  The  ^estnm  of  the 
labour  organizations  in  the  world,  with  a  referendum  was  also  discussed,  and  the  pro- 
total  membership  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ^ess  and  efficiency  of  the  union  referred 
55,000  men,  and  with  a  history  extending  to  at  length. 

back  over  a  period  of  more  than  forty  years.  The  finacial  report  showed  that  during 

About    540    delegates,    representing    every  the  three  years  ending  June  20,  1902,  there 

state  and  territory  in  the  United  States  and  had  been  a  gain,  from  initiations,  reinstate- 

several  provinces  in  the  Dominion  were  pre-  ments   and  old  honorary   cards   of   39,302, 

sent  at  the  Toronto  meeting,  which  was,  on  with  a  total  loss  in  the  same  period  from 

the  whole,  one  of  the  most  important  and  suspensions,  expulsions  and  deaths  of  17,- 

successful   ever  held  by   the   organization.  195,  leaving  a  net  gain  in  membership  of 

The  body  has  met  previously  in  Canada  on  22,107  for  the  term.     Sick  benefits  paid  out 

two  occasions  :  at  London  in  1886  and  at  from  June  20,  dating    back    to    January, 

Toronto  many  years  ago,  when  the  Associa-  1896,  amounted  to  $458,785.    From  various 

tion  was  as  yet  in  its  infancy.    The  last  in-  levies  up  to  June  20,  1902,  the  sum  of  $57,- 

ternational  gathering  was  held  at  Indiana-  911.30  was  realized,  from  which  disburse- 

polis  in  June,  1899,  at  which  279  delegates  ments    to    strike    fund,    sick   benefit   relief 

were  present.     The  great   increase   in   the  fund,    index    cards,    official    expenses,    &c., 

number  of  delegates,  as  illustrated  by  the  were  $33,374.60.     The  report  of  the  editor 

numbers  in  attendance  at  the  Indianapolis  of  '  The  Journal,'  the  official  organ  of  the 

meeting  of  1899,  and  the  Toronto  meeting  union,    showed    that    subscriptions    to    the 

just  closed,  may  be  taken  as  representative  amount  of  $17,615.70    had    been    received 

of  the  phenomenal  prosperity  of  the  union  during  the  period,  to  which  was  added  $4,- 

during  the  last  two    years,    during    which  469.52  by  receipts  from  advertising.     The 

something  over  22,000  new  names  have  been  excess  of  expenses  over  receipts,  however, 

added  to  the  roll  of  membership.  was  $11,540.19. 

Opening  Day's  Proceedings.  Important  Questions  Discussed. 

The  opening  day's  proceedings  took  the  Without  attempting  to  give    a    detailed 

form  of  a  street  demonstration  and  an  offi-  rePort  of  the  daily  Proceedings  of  the  con- 

cial  reception  at  the  City  Hall,  the  assem-  vention,  the  following  may  be  selected  as 

bly  room  of  which  was  handsomely  decorat-  amonS  the  most  important  matters  which 

ed.     The  chairman  of  the  reception  com-  engaged  the  attention  of  the  delegates  :- 

mittee  of  Local  Union,  No.  28,  presided  at  July  °.— A  resolution  was  adopted,  ex- 

this  inaugural  meeting  on  the  morning  of  pressing   sympathy   with   the   striking   an- 

the  7th,  and  extended  to  the  delegates  a  thracite  coal  miners  of  Pennsylvania,  and 

hearty    welcome.       Addresses    of    welcome  authorizing  the  contribution  of  $1,000   to 

were  also  made  by  the  mayor  of  Toronto,  assist  the  strikers. 

by  a  number  of  the  city  aldermen,  and  by  July  10. — A  resolution  of  sympathy  with 

others  prominent  in  local    labour    circles,  the  relatives  of  the  Toronto  firemen  who 
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lost  their  lives  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  was  passed;  and  the  question  of  the 
ratio  of  apprentices  was  taken  up  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposal  of  the  Stove 
Founders  National  Defence  Association,  to 
increase  the  present  ratio  of  one  apprentice 
to  every  eight  journeymen. 

July  11. — A  resolution  was  adopted,  per- 
mitting the  discussion  of  non-partisan  poli- 
tical speeches  at  local  union  meetings. 

July  12. — A  resolution  favouring  the 
adoption  of  the  referendum  system  for  the 
election  of  international  officers,  was  voted 
down.  In  the  afternoon,  a  pic-nic,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  local  union,  at  which  a 
large  number  of  moulders  from  Buffalo, 
Cleveland  and  other  American  cities,  as  well 
as  from  several  points  in  the  province  of 
Ontario,  were  present,  was  held  on  the  Is- 
land. 

July  IJf. — The  proposition  to  erect  a  home 
for  aged  and  disabled  moulders  at  Colorado 
Springs  was  voted  down,  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  of  the 
sums  paid  as  sick  benefits.  Several  confer- 
ences were  held  in  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  ratio  of  apprentices. 

Attitude  with  regard  to  Machinery. 

One  of  the  most  important  reports  read 
at  the  convention  was  that  of  the  committee 
of  the  moulding  machinists  which  was  pre- 
sented on  July  15.  It  recited  that  at  pre- 
sent most  of  the  machine  operators  are  out- 
side the  pale  of  the  union,  and  are  a  con- 
stant menace  to  it.  They  therefore  advised 
that  the  union  broaden  its  views  of  eligi- 
bility to  membership  so  as  to  embrace  all 
subdivisions  of  the  trade.  They  also  de- 
cided against  classifying  the  various  bran- 
ches of  mechanics  among  its  members,  and 
made  the   following  recommendation  : — 

Any  moulder  who  has  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  four  years  at  the  trade  in  any  of  its 
branches,  or  subdivisions,  or  who  has  worked 
at  the  trade  for  four  years  in  any.  of  these 
branches,  or  subdivisions,  and  is  competent  to 
command  the  general  average  of  wages  paid 
in  the  branch  or  subdivision  with  which  he  is 
identified,  may  become  a  member. 

And,  further,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the 
incoming  officers  to  proceed  to  organize,  where- 
ever    possible,    all    competent     machine     opera- 


tors, radiator  moulders,  and  all  other  classified 
specialist  moulders,  granting  them  jf  separate 
charter,  or  affiliating  them  with  locals  already 
in  existence,  as  circumstances  may  dictate. 

On  the  16th  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  adopted  by  the  very  decisive  vote  of 
520  to  5. 

On  the  same  day  a  hearing  was  given  to 
a  committee  of  the  stove  founders  on  the 
apprentice  question,  who  urged  that  the 
scale  should  be  fixed  at  one  for  every  five 
men  employed. 

Daily  Proceedings  of  the  Convention. 

July  11. — The  Committee  on  a  Shorter 
Work  Day  presented  a  report  favouring  a 
general  demand  for  a  9-hour  day  after  May 
1,  1903.  An  amendment  was  adopted,  ad- 
vising local  unions  to  accept  the  9  hour  day 
wherever  possible  without  reduction  of 
wages,  and  that  in  making  future  agree- 
ments for  wages,  the  9-hour  clause  be  in- 
serted. The  convention  decided  against  any 
immediate  coalition  with  the  Federated 
Metal  Trades  organization.  It  was  resolved 
to  bring  the  brass  moulders  into  the  union 
as  far  as  possible.  A  proposition  to  divide 
the  organization  into  districts  was  defeated. 

July  18. — A  motion  to  establish  co-opera- 
tive foundries  was  defeated.  The-  Conven- 
tion pronounced  in  favour  of  establishing 
libraries  in  each  local  union.  Weekly  sick 
benefits  were  increased  from  $5  to  $5.25. 
A  proposal  to  take  a  referendum  of  the 
membership  as  to  the  adoption  of  the  refer- 
endum system  for  election  of  officers  was 
defeated. 

July  19. — The  proposal  in  favour  of  the 
formation  of  an  International  Labour 
Federation,  embracing  the  entire  labour 
interests  of  North  America  was  voted  down. 
A  motion  to  form  an  insurance  department 
for  the  benefit  of  members  was  tentatively 
negatived  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
incoming  officers  inquire  exhaustively  into 
the  subject.  The  Union  Label  was  en- 
dorsed. 

July  21. — The  majority  report  of  the 
Committee    on    the     apprentice     question 
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favoured  fixing  the  ratio  at  one  apprentice 
to  six  members.  A  minority  report  favour- 
ed a  ratio  of  one  to  seven.  Nearly  all  the 
day  was  devoted  to  discussing  the  question. 
The  majority  report  was  rejected,  and  a 
resolution  adopted  in  favour  of  continuing 
the  present  ratio  of  one  to  eight  was  carried 
by  a  large  majority. 

July  22. — The  Committee  on  Wage  Rates 
and  Agreements  reported  against  a  propo- 
sition to  abrogate  the  New  York  agree- 
ment, which  provides  that  all  disputes  shall 
be  submitted  to  arbitration.  The  report 
was  adopted.  Constitutional  questions 
were  considered  at  length.  The  committee 
appointed  to  consider  the  question  reported 
in  favour  of  affiliation  with  the  coremakers. 

July  23. — It  was  resolved  to  increase  the 
strike  fund  by  a  contribution  of  $1  a  year 
from  each  member.  Changes  in  the  con- 
stitution were  made,  fixing  the  period  for 
conventions  definitely  at  every  three  years, 
and  reducing  the  number  of  delegates  to 
one  for  every  200  members.  A  resolution 
to  allow  local  unions  to  declare  strikes 
without  consulting  the  International  Exe- 
cutive was  defeated. 

July  2Jf. — The  day  was  largely  occupied 
with  work  on  the  constitution  and  the  dis- 


cussion of  the  place  for  holding  the  next 
convention. 

July  25. — Philadelphia  was  selected  as 
the  place  of  meeting  in  1905.  Officers  were 
elected  as  follows : — President,  Martin  Fox, 
Covington,  Ky.;  First  Vice-President,  Jos. 
F.  Valentine,  San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Second 
Vice-President,  M.  J.  Keough,  Troy,  KY. ; 
Third  Vice-President,  J.  P.  Frey,  Wor- 
cester, Mass.;  Fourth  Vice-President,  John 
Campbell,  Quincy,  111.;  Secretary,  E.  J. 
Denney,  Cincinnati,  O. ;  Assistant  Sec- 
retary, John  G.  Weaver,  Covington,  Ky. ; 
Financier,  P.  H.  Metcalf,  Cincinnati, 
Ohio;  Treasurer,  Alex.  Faulkner,  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  editor  Iron  Moulders'  Journal, 
David  Black,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  All  of  the 
foregoing  officers  were  re-elected. 

July  26. — The  Convention  held  its  final 
session  and  completed  the  election  of  offi- 
cers by  choosing  the  following  as  members 
of  the  Executive  Board: — John  Bradley, 
Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.;  N.  P.  Murphy,  Rich- 
mond, Va. ;  Jas.  H.  O'Neill,  Providence, 
R.I. ;  Geo.  Digel,  Memphis,  Tenn. ;  A.  R. 
Mitchell,  Montreal,  P.Q.;  John  Loder, 
Pittsburg,  Pa.;  and  L.  O'Keefe,  Detroit, 
Mich. 


INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


IN  the  April  and  July  issues  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  a  synopsis  was  given  of  the 
two  divisions  of  the  report  of  the  Royal 
Commisision  appointed  by  the  government 
of  Canada  in  September,  1900,  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  Oriental  immigration 
into  the  Dominion.  Though  the  findings 
of  the  Commission  were,  for  the  sake  of 
convenience,  presented  under  a  dual  head- 
ing, the  inquiry  was  single,  the  two  re- 
ports forming  one  whole,  and  representing 
the  conclusions  derived  from  the  one  series 
of  investigations.  The  reports,  also,  have 
since  been  published  in  a  single  volume.* 


*  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Chinese 
and  Japanese  Immigration,  Session  1902  ; 
King's    Printer,    Ottawa  ;    430   pages  ;    price    25 

nan  to 


As  may  be  seen  from  a  reference  to  the 
Gazette  of  April,  these  investigations  on 
the  part  of  the  Commission  were  conduct- 
ed alike  on  a  most  comprehensive  and 
minute  scale.  Sittings  were  held  in  the 
twelve  principal  towns  or  cities  of  British 
Columbia,  and  the  evidence  of  some  336 
witnesses  was  taken,  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
presence  of  Oriental  labour  upon  the  va- 
rious industries  of  the  province.  The 
same  article  will  also  show  the  variety  and 
number  of  vital  points  in  the  industrial 
and  economic  situation  in  British  Colum- 
bia touched  upon  by  the  inquiry  as  a  con- 
sequence largely  of  the  fact  that  the  effect 
of  the  immigration  under  investigation 
was,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  of  a  very 
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penetrating    and    far-reaching    character.  1896  and  1901,  13,913.     In  1901-2  only  56 

The   result   is   that,  "although   the   inquiry  additional  Japanese  arrived. 

into  the  general  state  of  trade  and  industry 

throughout  the  province  was  not  the  prim*  Land  Clearing  and  Agriculture. 

ary  object  of  the  Commission,  incidentally  The  cost  of  clearing  land  in  British  Co- 

and  tentatively  a  good  deal    of    light    is  lumbia  varies  from  $50  to  $150   an   acre, 

thrown  upon  these  subjects  in  its  report,  averaging  $70  to  $80  an  acre,  and  can  be 

so  much  so  that  the  volume  in  question  is  profitably  carried  on  only  with  great  diffi- 

scarcely  less   valuable  from  this  point   of  culty.        Timbered   land    is    held    at    from 

view    than    as    bearing   directly    upon    the  $1.50  to  $50  an  acre,  or  an  average  of  $20 

subject   proper   of   the    investigation.      As  an  acre.     The   area   of  land  reclaimed  by 

was   to   be   expected,   such   information   is  the  dyking  works  along  the  Fraser  Kiver 

scattered    and    in   many    instances    incom-  by   the   government    of    British    Columbia 

plete.     It  is,  however,  even  in  cases  where  amounts  to  143,913  acres,  the  cost  of  the 

the  incompleteness  is  most  apparent,  sug-  works  being  about  $750,000. 

gestive,    and   on   the   whole    it    has    been  r™       i                   £           ,               -, 

.                                               .               .  JLne    business    oi     market    gardening     is 

thought  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  in-  whoDy  {n  ^  handg  of  ^  Ch;nese     ^^ 

terseting  to  be  worthy  of  treatment  m  a  are  lm  ohinese  marke(.  gardener3  in  yic. 

special  article.      The  following    summary  ^.^   ^   ^  yancouver   and   m   in   Xew 

has  been  prepared  with  this  end  in  view.  TTr          . 

__        _       ,     *       ■      _     .       .                        .  Westminster.     A  wage  of  from  $12  to  $2o 

I  hough    the    method    involves    a    certain 


amount  of  repetition,  the  advantage  of 
presenting  this  important  body  of  informa- 
tion under  separate  heading  will  be  obvious. 


per  month  with  board  and  lodging  is  paid 
to  skilled  hands,  while  unskilled  labour 
earns  from  $4  to  $12.  A  rent  of  from  $5 
to  $12.50  an  acre,  with  an  average  of  $S 

Industrial  Population.  is  paid  for  land.       Three  million  dollars 

The  report  of  the  Commission  presents  worth   of   agricultural   products,   including 

statistics  as  to  the  proportion  of  Oriental  a  lar^e  <luantity  of  £arden   truck   is   an" 

labour  at  present  within  the  province,  ac-  mml]?  imported  into  British  Columbia, 

cording   to    the   latest    obtainable   returns,  „.    . 
with    other    information    added    calculated 

to    show    the    general    tendencies    of    the  The  total  output   of  the   coal  mines   of 

movement  of  this  class  of  population  with-  British  Columbia  for  the  year  amounted  to 

in  the  past  few  years.     In  1881  there  were  1,590,179   tons,   of   which   914,182   tons   of 

4,350    Chinese    in   British    Columbia;      in  coal  and  51,757  tons  of  coke  were  exported. 

1891,  there  were  8,910;  while  the  census  of  The  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Company's  colliery 

1901,  gives  the  estimated  Chinese  popula-  output  was  206,803,  leaving  1,383,376  as  the 

tion  at  16,000,  out  of  a  total  population  of  output  of  the  Vancouver  Island  collieries, 

157,815.     Of  this  Chinese  population,  Vic-  or  180,175  tons  more  than  in  1899. 

toria  has  2,715,  Vancouver,  2,011;  Nanai-  The  hard  bituminous   coal  prodUced  by 

mo,   604;   Union,   505;   New   Westminster,  the  Vancouver  Island  mines  is  in  steady  de- 

738;  Kossland,  241  and  Nelson,  391.  With  mand.     TheSe  mines  may  be  divided  into 

regard    to    Japanese    immigration,    it    is  two  groups,   those  operated    by    the    New 

stated  that  between  July  1,  1896  and  June  Vancouver  Coal  Mining  and    Land    Com- 

30,  1897,  691  Japanese  landed  at  Victoria.  pany,  and  the  Wellington  colliery  in  Doug- 

For  the  next  three  years  the  figures  were  las  district,    known    as    Extension    Mines, 

respectively   1,189,   1,875   and  9,033.       Be-  operated  by  the  Wellington  Colliery  Com- 

tween  July  1900  and  June  1901,  1,1^9  f>Tap-  pany,  the  Union  colliery  operated  by  the 

anese  landed  at  Victoria,  making  the  total  Union  Colliery  Company  and  the  Alexan- 

number  arriving  in  the  province  between  dria   colliery,   operated  by  the  Wellington 


104 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


August,  1902 


Colliery  Company.  The  former  are  com- 
monly referred  to  as  the  ISJew  Vancouver 
Coal  Mines,  and  the  latter  as  the  Duns- 
muir  Mines.  In  the  annual  report  of  the 
Minister  of  Mines  for  the  year  1900,  it  is 
stated  that  the  total  number  of  men  em- 
ployed in  and  about  the  Vancouver  Island 
colleries  is  3,701,  of  whom  568  are  Chinese 
and  51  Japanese.  The  Vancouver  Coal 
Company  employs  1,336  men,  of  whom 
1,161  are  white.  At  the  Dunsmuir  Union 
Mines  877  men  are  employed,  of  whom  412 
are  white,  363  Chinese  and  102  Japanese. 
At  the  Wellington  Extension  Mines  1,060, 
including  164  Chinese  and  Japanese,  are 
employed.  Miners  average  from  $3  to  $4.50, 
and  sometimes  as  high  as  $5  per  day.  Mule 
drivers  (white)  get  $2.50  and  Chinese  $1.50; 
helpers  in  mines  are  paid  from  $1.25  to 
$1.50  per  day.  In  the  Dunsmuir  Extension 
Mines  the  miners  work  by  contract  at  80 
cents  per  ton  of  2,352  pounds,  the  minimum 
wage  being  about  $3  for  an  average  day  of  7 
hours,  pushers  and  drivers  making  $2.50, 
timbermen  $2.75  and  firemen  $3.30  per  day. 
Board  is  worth  $20  per  month.  Chinese 
surface  men  are  paid  $1.50  per  day  of  10 
hours. 

The  output  of  the  New  Vancouver  Coal 
Co.  during  1900  was  579,351  tons,  of  which 
428,578  was  exported  to  the  United  States, 
11,888  to  other  countries  and  55,802  was  con- 
sumed in  Canada.  The  Dunsmuir  Mines 
during  the  same  period,  produced  804,021 
tons,  of  which  389,049  tons  were  exported 
to  the  United  States,  76,708  to  other  coun- 
tries, and  221,064  sold  for  use  in  Canada. 

Placer  Mining. 

The  total  production  of  the  placer  fields 
of  British  Columbia  up  to  and  including 
1901,  amounted  to  $62,250,000.  The  largest 
yield  in  any  one  year,  amounting  to  nearly 


four  million  dollars,  was  in  1863.  In  1900 
the  yield  was  $1,278,000,  to  which  the  Cari- 
boo district  contributed  $684,000  and  the 
Atlin  Lake  district  $406,000. 

The  Atlin  district  is  about  1,000  miles 
distant  from  Victoria,  being  reached  by 
steamer  to  Skagway,  thence  by  railway  to 
Bennett  and  thence  again  by  stoamer. 
About  3,500  men  are  employed  in  mining 
in  this  district,  no  Chinese  being  engaged 
in  rjlacer  mining  either  in  the  Atlin  coun- 
try or  in  the  Yukon  Territory. 

In  the  Cariboo  district  during  1900  there 
were  in  all  150  companies  at  work,  employ- 
ing 1,200  men,  about  half  of  whom  were 
Chinese.  Including  claims  worked  on  roy- 
alty the  number  of  the  latter  employed  is 
1,000.  Chinese  and  Japanese  are  also 
largely  employed  on  the  Cariboo  and  other 
hydraulic  mines  situated  about  150  to  300 
miles  north  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way.   The  mining  season  lasts  90  day-. 

Lode  Mining. 

In  1887  the  output  of  this  industry  was 
$26,547.  Its  growth  since  that  date  is  indi- 
cated by  the  following  figures  : — 

1892 $100,000 

1893 over    300,000 

1894 "       800,000 

1895 "    2,000,000 

1896 "    4,000,000 

1897 "    7,000,000 

1898 6,500,000 

1899 6,750,000 

1900 over  10,000,000 

There  were  probably  between  7,000  and 
8,000  men  engaged  in  the  industry.  The 
meialiferous  mini  -  yield  the  largest 
amount  annually  of  any  natural  industry 
of  the  province,  the  total  yield  of  all  min- 
erals, including  coal  and  coke  being  for 
the  year  1900,  slightly  over  $1B,000,000. 

(To  be  continue 


ur 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JULY. 

(Information   supplied   by   the  Department  of  Public  Works.). 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signatures  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  July,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers  engaged 
upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each  contract. 
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Iron  foundry,  Quebec,  Que.    Date  of  contract  June  24,  1902.    Amount  of  contract, 

.$17,547.95.     * 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate 


Contractor's  foreman,  for  masonry $3 

carpentry 2. 

Masons 2 

Bricklayers 2 

-Stone  cutters 2 

Builders'  labourers 1 

Derrickmen 1 

Powdermen 1 

Excavators 1 

Carpenters 1 

Joiners 2 

:Stair-builders . 2 

Shinglers *. 2 

Lathers 1 

Plasterers '  2 

Painters  and  glaziers 1 

Blacksmiths 2 

Ordinary  labourers 1 

Plumbers  and  steamfltters 2 

Metal  roofers 2 

Tinsmiths 1 

Electricians  (wirers) 1 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart 2 

Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon 2 

Timekeeper 2 


.50  per  day  of  10  hours 

.50 

6 

10      " 

.50 

t 

10      " 

.70 

t 

9       " 

.25 

n 

9       " 

.25 

t 

10      " 

.50       '     ' 

t 

10      " 

.50 

t 

10      " 

.25 

t 

10      " 

.50 

t 

10      " 

.00 

t 

10      " 

.25 

t 

10       " 

.00 

t 

10       " 

.50 
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10       " 

.00 

i 

10       " 

.50 

t 

10       " 

.00 

t 

10       '* 

.25 

t 

10       " 

.00 

it 

10       ,: 

.00 

it 

10       " 

.50 

i 1 

10       " 

.25 

t 

10       " 

.00 

1 1 

10     «• 

.75 

t 

10       " 

.50 

it 

10       " 

Gymnasium  for  Military  College,  Kingston,   Ont.     Date  of  contract,  June   24, 
1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $35,956  * 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Tradk  ok  Class  of  Labour. 


Rate  of  Wages. 

Not  less  than  the   following  rate 


Contractor's  foreman  for  masonry $3.50  per  day  of 

Contractor's  foreman  for  carpentry 2.50 

Masons 3.00 

Bricklayers 300 

Stonecutters 3-00 

Builders'  labourers 1-50 

Quarrymen 1-50 

Derrickmen 2.00 

Excavators |  1-50 

Carpenters I  2.00 

Joiners '   2.00 

Stair-builders 2.00 

Shinglers 2.00 

Lathers 2.00 

Plasterers 3.00 

Painters  and  glaziers 1.75 

Blacksmiths 2.00 

Ordinary  labourers 1-25 

Plumbers  and  steamfltters 2.00 

Metal  roofers 2.00 

Tinsmiths :   2*. 00 

Electricians I  1.50 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart 2.00 

Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon 2.75 

Driver  with  one  horse 2.00 

Driver  with  two  horses 2.75 

Timekeeper 1.50 


9  hours. 


9 
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Post    Office   Building,   Fort   William,    Ont.     Date   of   contract,   July   22,   1902. 
Amount  of  contract,  $20,400  * 


FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 

* \ 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Foreman  mason..  ., 
Foreman  bricklayer. 
Foreman  carpenter 

Masons 

Bricklayers 

Stonecutters 

Builders'  labourers 
Ordinary  labourers.. 

Carpenters 

Joiners  

Stair-builders    . . 

Painters  

Paperhangers  . . 

Blacksmiths 

Plumbers 

Steamfitters 

Tinsmiths 

Electricians 

Electrical  wirers  . . 


Rate  of  Wages.  Hours 

per 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate:     day. 


50  cents  per  hour. 

50 

35 

35 

40 

45 

20 

171 

25 

30 

30 

20 

20 

22| 

35 

35 

25 

35 

30 


37i 

50 

37?. 

50 

35 

20 


Lathers $3.<n 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart 

Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon 

Driver  with  one  horse 

Driver  with  two  horses 

Plasterers  

Timekeeper 


per  1,000 
cents  per 


a  in. 
hour. 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
9 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


Post  Office  Building,  Clinton,  Ont.     Date  of  contract,  July  28,  1902.     Amount 
of  contract,  $9,500. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Foreman  mason 

Foreman  bricklayer 

Foreman  carpenter 

Masons 

Bricklayers 

Builders'  labourers 

Ordinary  labourers . .    . 

Carpenters . 

Joiners  

Stair-builders 

Painters  

Paperhangers  

Blacksmiths 

Tinsmiths 

Lathers 

Plasterers  

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart    . . 
Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon 

Driver  with  one  horse 

Driver  with  two  horses 

Timekeeper 


Rate  i  k  Wa<  ks. 
Not  less   than   the   following  rate  : 


$2.50 

per 

day  of 

10  hours 

2.50 

" 

10      " 

2.25 

i  t 

10       " 

2.25 

1 1 

10      " 

2.25 

1 1 

10      " 

1.35 

.  * 

10       • 

1.25 

i  i 

10      " 

1.50 

.  ( 

10      " 

1.50 

.  t 

io     •• 

1.50 

. . 

10     •• 

1.75 

1 1 

10 

1.75 

i  6 

10 

1.75 

i  ( 

10       " 

9.00 

per 

week. 

0.02 

per 

yard. 

2.00 

per 

day  of  10  hours 

2.00 

*< 

10       " 

3.00 

4    ( 

10       " 

2.00 

(   ( 

10       " 

3.00 

4  i 

io     •• 

1.50 

i  6 

10       " 

*These    contracts    were    received 
July  number  of  the  Labour  Gazette. 


at    the   Department    too    late    for    publication    in    the 
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TRADE  DISPUTES  OF  THE  MONTH  OF  JULY. 

THE  month  of  July  has  been  a  quiet  week,  the  matter  was  settled  through  the 

one  throughout  the  Dominion  so  far  intervention    of    the    Trades    and    Labour 

as    trade    disputes    have    been    concerned,  Council,    the    result    being    that    the    man 

there  having  been  a  marked  falling-off  in  objected  to  was  discharged,  and  the  strikers 

the  number  of  difficulties  reported  to  the  returned  to  work. 

department  during  the  month.    But  7  new         The   strike   of   shipwrights    at   Victoria, 

disputes  in  all  appear  in  the  table  published  B   c#>  arose  thr0Ugh  the  action  of  employers 

herewith,  namely,  those  of  the  printers  at  in  engaging  outside  meIlj  when  the  union 

Halifax,  KS.,  ship  labourers  at  Quebec,  Q.,  claimed  there  were  competent  members  of 

boom  employees  at  Quyon,  Q.,  carpet  work-  their  local  body  out  of  work>    In  thig  cage? 

ers  at  Toronto,  and  tailors  at  Guelph,  Ont.,  aho>  the  local  Trades  and  Labour  Council 

carpenters    at    Calgary,    Alta.,    and    ship-  was  instrumental  in  effecting  a  settlement, 

wrights  and  caulkers  at  Victoria,  B.C.    Of  ,    i    •  -,     -,   ■■    ,  ,-, 

&  '     .  •  an   agreement   being  reached   between   the 

these  disputes,  4  were   settled  during  the  ,.  ,,       -,.  11,1,11 

:  .  parties   to   the  dispute,   whereby  the  local 


men  were  to  be  given  preference. 


month,  viz. :  those  of  the  ship  labourers  at 
Quebec,  tailors  at  Guelph,  carpenters  at 
Calgary  and  shipwrights  at  Victoria,  leav-  Ship  Labourers  at  Quebec, 

ing  3  strikes  unsettled  at  the  close  of  the 
month.  Of  the  settled  strikes,  2  were  in 
regard  to  a  question  of  wages  and  2  had  to 
do  with  union  principles.  Of  the  unsettled 
strikes,  one  was  over  a  question  of  union- 
ism, one  for  increase  of  wages  and  one 
against  the  introduction  of  a  clock  system 
of  recording  the  men's  time. 


Of  the  disputes  reported  for  the  month 
of  July,  probably  the  most  important  was 
that  of  the  ship  labourers  at  Quebec,  of 
whose  pending  and  unsettled  difficulties 
mention  was  made  in  the  July  issue  of  the 
Gazette.  These  existing  differences  culmin- 
ated in  a  strike  on  the  4th  of  the  month, 
owing  to  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
Some  Minor  Difficulties.  steamship  company  to  pay  the  standing  rate 

of  wages  for  loading  several  of  their  boats 
The    introduction   of   a   non-union   man     wMch  had  arriyed  in  port 

upon  a  union  staff  was  the  cause  of  a  lock- 
out in  the  case  of  the  printers  at  Halifax,         The  nrst  steP  in   the  matter  was  taken 

which  occurred  on  the  26th  of  the  month  wllen  the  aSent  of  the  ^eyland  Company 

and  affected  15  men.      Several  attempts  at  attempted  to  engage  non-union  labour  to 

settlement  had  been  made,  but  no  adjust-  discharge  the  steamer  Iberian,  which  had 

ment  had  been  reported  at  the  end  of  the  arrived  in  port.     Owing  to  difficulty  in  se- 

month,    though    the    employers    claim    the  curing  labour,  the  work  of  discharging  the 

matter  is  at  an  end  owing  to  their  having  cargo  on  this  boat  was  carried  on  by  the 

engaged  others  to  fill  the  strikers  places.  shiP's  crews-     A  number  of  men  who  were 

working  at  the  regular  scale  on  another 
At  Quyon,  Que.,  some  30  boom  employees  ship  of  the  Leyland  line,  upon  learning  o£ 
struck  for  an  increase  in  wages  of  $2  per  this>  quit  work>  Several  meetings  were 
month.  The  company  affected  refused  to  beld  between  the  management  of  the  steam- 
pay  this  and  paid  the  men  off.  No  settle-  ship  company  and  tbe  president  and  officers 
ment  had  been  reported  at  the  end  of  the  of  tbe  Ship  Labourers>  Society,  with  no  re- 
month,  though  some  of  the  men  were  leav-  sult>  until  fina]ly  on  the  19th  of  the  month> 
ing  to  seek  employment  in  the  woods.  through   the    effo|>ts    of    Mr    Wm    Fower> 

Tailors  at  Guelph  objected  to  working  M.P.,  assisted  by  the  members  of  the  Que- 
with  a  fellow-employee  against  whom  a  bee  Harbour  Commission,  the  members  of 
charge  of  violation  of  union  rules  had  been  fhe  Ship  Labourers'  Society  agreed  to  re- 
made.     After   being    out    a    little    over    a  turn  to  work  at  the  regular  union  rate,  the 
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Harbour  Commissioners  agreeing  to  con- 
tribute toward  the  shed  labour,  thus  en- 
abling the  stevedores  to  pay  the  union  men 
the  full  rate.  The  shed  men  or  longshore- 
men, who  went  out  in  sympathy  with  the 
ship  labourers  will  in  future  have  increased 
pay,  namely,  25  cents  for  day  work,  i\l\ 
cents  for  night  work  and  40  cents  for  Sun- 
day work.  They  formerly  received  20  cents 
per  hour. 

Carpenters  at  Calgary. 

The  strike  of  carpenters  at  Calgary  af- 
fecting some  13  employers  and  90  em- 
ployees, commenced  on  the  7th  of  the 
month  and  ended  on  the  21st.  The  men 
asked  for  a  9-hour  day  and  a  minimum  wage 
of  $2.50  per  day,  together  with  recognition 
of  their  union  and  pay  for  overtime.  Their 
wages  prior  to  the  presentation  of  this  de- 
mand had  been  $1.50,  $1.75  and  $2.75  per 
day  of  10  hours.  They  were  successful  in  all 
their  demands,  and  entered  into  an  agree- 
ment with  the  contractors  for  one  year. 

Carpet  Workers  at  Toronto. 

On  the  16th  of  the  month  the  weavers 
employed  at  a  Toronto  carpet  factory  went 
out  on  strike,  their  principal  grievance  be- 
ing an  objection  to  a  clock  system  of  regis- 
tering their  time  on  entering  and  leaving 
the  factory,  the  men  claiming  that  the  de- 
lay occasioned  by  the  system  entailed  con- 
siderable loss  of  time  out  of  the  45  minutes 
allowed  for  lunch.  Orders  were  given  that 
any  employee  refusing  to  ring  up  should 
be  suspended,  and  the  weavers  acordingly 
went  out  on  strike.  They  were  followed  by 
the  carders  and  the  spinners,  about  300  in 
all  being  involved,  of  whom  somewhat  over 
half  were  women  and  girls.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  strikers  held  subsequently  to  the 
strike  a  number  of  demands  upon  the  com- 
pany were  formulated,  including  a  reduction 
of  the  number  of  hours  worked  from  60  to 
55  per  week,  and  an  increase  in  pay  amount- 
ing to  about  10  per  cent  in  most  depart- 
ments. They  also  asked  that  employees  be 
not  required  to  register  on  leaving  the  fac- 
tory at  noon,  and  that  women  operatives  be 
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given  5  minutes  to  dress.  Since  going  on 
strike  the  employees  have  been  organized  as 
a  branch  of  the  Textile  Worker's  League. 
Mr.  Glockling,  of  the  Ontario  Labour  Bu- 
reau, was  asked  by  the  employees  to  act  as 
mediator,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  month, 
no  report-  of  a  settlement  had  reached  the 
department. 

Disputes  Commenced  prior  to  Beginning 

of  Month. 

Of  the  disputes  which  commenced  prior 
to  the  month,  a  number  were  settled 
namely,  those  of  the  foundrymen  at 
.Sackville,  N.B.,  and  electrical  workers 
and  plumbers  at  Toronto.  In  the  case 
of  the  Sackville  men  a  compromise  was 
effected  by  which  employers  agreed  to 
the  wage  scale  presented  by  the  employees, 
but  declined  to  make  the  shop  a  union  one. 
The  electrical  workers  at  Toronto  secured 
a  three-year  agreement,  fixing  the  minimum 
wage  for  an  8-hour  day  at  25  cents  per  hour, 
while  in  the  case  of  the  plumbers  of  the 
same  city,  a  compromise  was  effected  by 
which  the  men  receive  an  increase  of  12£ 
cents  on  a  former  minimum  of  27£  cents, 
and  a  like  increase  after  January  next, 
giving  them  a  minimum  of  32-^  cents  an 
hour  after  that  date. 

The  strikes  of  moulders  at  Moncton,  ma- 
chinists at  Kingston,  printers  at  Toronto, 
bakers  at  Hamilton  and  Winnipeg,  freight 
handlers  and  machinists  on  the  Canada 
Northern  and  miners  at  Fernie,  B.C.,  still 
continue,  though  in  the  case  of  the  bakers 
and  confectioners  at  Winnipeg,  the  shops 
and  factories  concerned  are  running  full- 
handed  and  most  of  the  employees  affected 
have  obtained  employment  elsewhere.  In 
the  case  of  the  machinists  at  Kingston,  also, 
the  company  is  filling  the  places  of  strikers 
by  machinists  from  Scotland,  some  30  men 
having  arrived  during  the  month.  Of  the 
strikes  which  were  concerned  in  former 
months,  the  most  important  are  those  of  the 
freight  handlers  and  others  on  the  Canada 
Northern,  and  the  coal  miners  at  Fernie, 
B.C. 

Strike  on  the  C.  N.  E. 

The  strike  of  the  several  classes  of  labour 
who  went  out  in  sympathy  with  the  ma- 


chinists on  the  C.N.R.  and  for  other 
causes,  was  still  unsettled  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  Reports  differ  very  materially 
as  to  the  proportions  of  the  strike,  the 
strikers  claiming  that  the  company  is  great- 
ly embarrassed,  though  the  company  itself 
claims  it  is  no  longer  affected  by  the  strike. 
Various  meetings  of  the  parties  interested 
were  held  throughout  the  month,  but  pract- 
ically nothing  was  done  in  the  way  of  a 
definite  settlement.  An  arrangement  by 
the  company  of  the  various  schedules  pres- 
ented by  several  of  the  orders,  viz.:  the 
Brotherhoods  of  Firemen,  Conductors  and 
Telegraphists,  avoided  difficulty  with  those 
organizations,  and  the  return  of  most  of 
the  freight  clerks,  left  the  struggle  mainly 
with  the  members  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Employees. 

Various  disturbances  in  connection  with 
the  strike,  occurred  during  the  month,  the 
company  attributing  them  to  the  strikers, 
who  in  turn  disclaim  any  knowledge  or 
participance  in  any  acts  resulting  in  dam- 
age to  the  company's  property  or  employees. 
On  the  2nd  of  the  month  the  telegraph 
wires  leading  into  Winnipeg  were  cut,  and 
the  telegraph  service  temporarily  inter- 
rupted, and  on  the  night  of  the  3rd  a 
freight  train  was  wrecked  through  the 
blocking  of  a  switch  at  Portage  Junction, 
by  which  four  employees  of  the  company 
were  injured,  though  not  seriously.  On  the 
afternoon  of  July  7,  what  was  allegd  to 
be  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  strikers  to 
fire  a  bridge  over  the  mouth  of  the  Assini- 
boine  River  on  the  line  of  the  C.N.R.  was 
discovered  in  time  to  prevent  damage.  The 
destruction  of  this  bridge  would  have 
meant  the  crippling  of  the  whole  road,  but 
the  fire  was  noticed  in  time  and  exting- 
uished by  the  watchman.  On  the  10th 
inst.,  some  200  men  attempted  a  demon- 
stration by  crowding  through  the  compa- 
ny's yards  and  attempting  to  pass  through 
the  shops.  No  damage  was  done,  how- 
ever, and  the  men  soon  dispersed. 

Various  places  along  the  line  have  been 
affected  more  or  less  by  the  strike.       At 


I 


August,  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


111 


Port  Arthur  on  the  7th  some  40  Italians 
who  had  been  hired  by  the  agent  of  a 
steamer  loading  freight  for  the  C.N.R. 
were  ordered  by  strikers  to  quit  work,  and 
did  so,  the  steamer's  hands  being  compelled 
to  discharge  the  cargo  without  aid. 

Attempts  at  Settlement. 

The  several  attempts  made  to  settle  the 
difficulties  resulted  in  little  or  nothing- 
being  done.  On  the  7th  inst.  a  delegation 
of  prominent  labour  men  and  representa- 
tives of  the  strikers  waited  upon  the  Mayor 
and  asked  his  support  in  having  the  strike 
terminated,  and  were  promised  his  assist- 
ance, and  again  on  the  11th,  a  deputation 
of  some  twenty  strikers  and  some  men 
whom  the  company  had  hired  in  Montreal, 
and  who  refused  to  go  to  work  upon  learn- 
ing of  the  strike,  interviewed  a  committee 
of  the  city  council,  asking  that  something 
be  done  to  help  them.  Representations 
were  made  to  the  council  to  the  effect  that 
a  number  of  men  had  been  hired  in  Mont- 
real upon  the  understanding  that  there 
was  no  strike  on  in  Winnipeg.  Upon  as- 
certaining the  real  position  they  quit  work 
and  were  without  money. 

On  the  16th  of  the  month  over  800  work- 
men belonging  to  the  different  trade 
unions,  took  part  in  a  labour  parade  in 
sympathy  with  the  striking  employees  of 
the  C.N.R.  After  the  procession  a  series 
of  open-air  speeches  were  given  by  the 
various  labour  leaders  on  the  questions  in 
dispute  between  the  company  and  its  em- 
ployees. 

On  the  17th  July,  a  committee  represent- 
ing a  number  of  the  recent  employees  of 
the  company,  discussed  their  grievances 
with  the  vice-president,  and  the  following 
proposition  was  submitted  to  them  : 

1.  A  considerable  number  of  vacancies  bave 
already  been  filled  by  men  who  have  been  pro- 
mised permanent  employment,  and  with  whom 
good  faith  must  be  kept  by  me  company. 

2.  It  is  the  desire  of  the  management  to  re- 
instate as  many  as  possible  of  the  men  who 
are  still  out,  but  they  will  require  to  make 
personal  application  to  the  heads  of  the  various 
■departments,   and   in   order   to   find   permanent 


employment  for  as  many  of  them  as  possible, 
orders  will  be  issued  to  increase  the  former 
strength  of  each  department  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable. 

3.  The  company  will  pay  in  each  department 
the  same  wages  as  is  paid  for  same  service  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

4.  Departmental  schedules  will  be  prepared 
and  the  company  will  discuss  the  same  with  a 
committee  to  be  appointed  by  a  majority  from 
each  department,  consisting  of  those  who  are 
now  employed,  and  those  reinstated  as  afore- 
said. 

5.  A  condition  precedent  to  the  joint  con- 
sideration of  schedules  is,  that  before  any  of 
the  men  now  out  become  eligible  to  act  on 
committees,  or  join  the  present  employees,  in 
discussing  schedules,  they  must  first  report 
themselves  to  the  heads  of  their  various  de- 
partments  for   reinstatement. 

6.  The  management  will,  on  compliance  with 
the  foregoing,  immediately  meet  the  various 
committees  of  employees  to  arrange  schedules. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  United  Brotherhood 
of  Railway  Employees,  held  to  discuss  the 
above  proposition,  a  resolution  instructing 
the  secretary  to  inform  the  management 
that  the  communication  was  considered  as 
an  insult,  and  would  not  be  considered, 
was  carried  by  unanimous  vote,  without 
any  discussion  whatever.  In  its  report  to 
the  press,  the  committee  called  attention 
to  the  statements  in  clause  4,  which  states 
that  the  committees  which  were  to  discuss 
the  proposed  schedule  were  to  be  '  appoint- 
ed'  instead  of  elected,  which  they  took  to 
signify  that  the  management  would  ap- 
point the  committees  who  were  to  discuss 
the  schedules  with  them. 

On  the  26th  of  the  month,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  strikers,  an  authorized  com- 
mittee of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
waited  on  the  local  government  to  see  if 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  differences 
between  the  strikers  and  the  company  could 
not  be  arrived  at.  They  were  told  by  the 
acting  premier,  Hon.  Robert  Rogers,  that 
he  would  do  all  in  his  power  to  bring  the 
matter  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment  and 
promised  to  interview  the  president  of  the 
company.  He  later  notified  the  committee 
that  on  seeing  the  president,  the  latter  re- 
fused to  recognize  the  strikers. 

On  the  28th  of  the  month,  the  Trades 
and  Labour   Council  of  Winnipeg,  placed 
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on  record  it  s  protest  against  the  action  of  derground,  and  that  8  hours  from  bank  to 

the  company.  bank  was   the  custom    at    the  Vancouver 

Island  mines.       The  manager's  reply  was 
that  he  must  have  8  hour's  work,  but  that 

The    strike    of    coal    miners  at  Fernie,  half  an  hour  would  be  given  the  men  in 

which  commenced   during    the    month   of  which  to  take  lunch,  time  to  begin  at  12 

June,  was  still  in  continuance  at  the  end  noon  and  finish  at  12>30>  but  that  coal  must 

of  the  month.     This  strike,  as  mentioned  come  out  untii  3>30.     This  the  men  would 

in  the  July  Gazette,  arose  by  reason  of  new  not   agree  to?   an(j   went   out   accordingly, 

regulations  in  the  mines  in  regard  to  the  The  men  claim  that  the  half  hour  for  lunch 

time  of  arrival  and  departure  from  work.  is  no  advantage  to  any  one,  as  they  eat  their 

It  appears  that  the  management  wished  the  lunch  when  opportunity  presents  itself,  in 

men  to  remain  underground  half  an  hour  the  way  of  a  lull  or  delay  in  work,  and 

longer   than   the   usual   time.        The   men  moreover  that  as  they  breakfast  very  early, 

ignored  the  mine  foreman's  orders  by  com-  they  usually  commence  their  lunch  about 

ing  out  of  the  mines  at  the  usual  time,  io  o'clock  and  finish  it  when  they  can  find 

and  a  few  days  after  this,  it  is  alleged  that  time  between  periods  of  work, 
about  60  men  were  refused  permission  to 


work  and  their  lamps  withheld  from  them 
for  the  alleged  reason  that  they  did  not 
obey  orders  to  remain  in  the  mine.  Follow- 
ing the  usual  custom,  a  committee  was  sent 
to  the  mine  superintendent  to  protest 
against  the  9  hour  innovation.  Upon  re- 
fusal of  the  superintendent  to  receive  this 
committee,  they  went  to  the  general  man-  pilation  of  the  trade  disputes  in  the  Do- 
ager  and  protested  against  the  new  system,  minion  of  Canada,  which  began  or  were 
pointing  out  that  for  years  in  Fernie,  8  in  continuance  during  the  month  of  July, 
hours  from  pit's  mouth  to  pit  was  always  and  which  have  been  reported  to  the  de- 
considered   a   satisfactory   day's   work  un-     partment. 


This  strike  is  felt  seriously  in  the  west, 
having  had  the  effect  of  causing  a  cessa- 
tion of  work  in  some  of  the  smelters,  owing 
to  their  inability  to  get  coke,  and  has  in- 
directly affected  the  shipments  of  ore  from 
the  Bossland  and  boundary  districts. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 


TRADES  AND  LABOUR  CONGRESS  OF  CANADA. 


THE  Eighteenth  Annual  Session  of  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Can- 
ada will  be  commenced  in  Berlin,  Ont.,  on 
Monday,  September  15.  During  the  month 
the  executive  officers  of  the  Congress  issued 
a  circular  to  all  labour, organizations  in  the 
Dominion,  inviting  them  to  send  represen- 
tatives. The  following  is  given  as  the  basis 
of  representation : — 

Trade  Unions,  Local  Assemblies  of  the 
Knights  of  Labour  and  Federal  Unions  shall 
be  allowed  one  delegate  for  each  one  hundred 
members  or  under,  and  one  for  each  additional 
one  hundred  or  majority  fraction  thereof  ; 
Trade  Councils,  Central  Labour  Unions,  Na- 
tional Trade  Unions  and  District  Assemblies 
of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  three  delegates  each. 
Two    or   more   Trade   Unions    or   Local    Assem- 


blies of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  whose  aggre- 
gate membership  does  not  exceed  150,  may 
unite  to  send  one  delegate.  No  proxy  repre- 
sentative will  be  allowed,  and  all  delegates 
must  be  members  of  the  bodies  they  repre- 
sent (except  in  the  case  of  bodies  composed  of 
delegates  from  local  organizations),  at  least 
six  months  prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  elec- 
tion, but  nothing  in  this  clause  shall  be  con- 
strued to  prevent  unions  or  assemblies  ironi 
combining  to  send  one  representative,  who  is  a 
member  of  one  of  such  unions  or  assemblies  ; 
also  provided  that  nothing  in  this  clause  shall 
prevent  organizations  being  represented  not 
six   months    organized. 

Among  the  subjects  announced  for  dis- 
cussion at  the  Congress  are  the  following 
bills  which  were  introduced  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Dominion  parliament,  but  which 
received   only   first    or   second   readings: — 
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1  An   Act  for   the   Settlement   of   Railway  mission  on  the  exclusion  of  Oriental  coolie 

Labour    Disputes.'     '  An   Act    further    to  labour  in  the  province  of  British  Columbia. 

Amend  the  Act  to  restrict  the  Importation  As  a  larger  number  of  organizations  have 

and  Employment  of  Aliens.'     'An  Act  to  -,    .      .,    ,.                      i    i  i               ,, 

.          ,  ,,     n       ....   ,.        .        -#ww%,     ~  ,  recived  invitations  to  send  delegates  than 

Amend  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900.      Other  ,                     ....                   .     , 

,,                    ,             ,                  .,  at  any  previous   time,  it  is  expected  that 
topics  are  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 

Trade  Mark  and  Design  Act  with  a  view  the  SePtember  convention  will  be  the  larg- 

to    legalizing    the    Union    Label,    and    the  est  and  most  representative  in  the  history 

report  of  the  Chinese  and  Japanese  Com-  0I"  the  Congress. 


BRITISH  COLUMBIA  LABOUR  LEGISLATION,  1902  (Continued)* 

IN  the  July  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette  a  question  of  liability  or  as  to  the  amount 

review  was  given  of  labour  legislation  or  duration  of  compensation,  if  not  settled 

passed  at  the  session  of  the  British  Colum-  by  agreement,  shall  be  settled  by  arbitra- 

bia  legislature  which  ended  during  June,  tion  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a 

in  so  far  as  it  referred  to  trade  unions,  schedule   appended  to   the   Act.      Further 

and  the  payment  of  wages  upon  public  or  details  are  added  as  to  the  procedure  of  the 

subsidized  works.    During  the  session,  how-  court  in  actions  brought  to  recover  damages 

ever,  a  number  of  other  bills  of  equal  inter-  incidental  to  the  Act.     It  is  stated,  also, 

est  and  importance  to  labour  were  passed,  that  nothing  in  the   Act  shall   affect  any 

Among  these  may  be  mentioned  a  Working-  proceedings  for  a  fine  under  the  enactments 

men's     Compensation     Act,     three     Acts  relating   to   mines    and    other    industries, 

amending  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Act  though  if  any  such  fine  has  been  supplied 

and  the  Master  and  Servants  Act;  an  Act  for  the  benefit  of  the  persons  injured,  the 

relating  to  the  employment  on  works  car-  amount   so   supplied    shall  be    taken   into 

ried  on  under  franchises  granted  by  priv-  account  in  estimating  the  compensation. 

ate  acts  and  a  measure  for  regulating  im-  m.         *      m  *  •        -r.  a« 

•      ..       .        t,  ... ,    nl      ,  .  Time  for  Taking  Proceedings. 

migration  into  British  Columbia.  b  & 

_,     ,TT    ,  ,    „  ...  Notice  of  the  accident  must  be  given  as 

The  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  ..    ,-.       ,.       ,,      i 

r  soon    as    practicable    alter    the    happening 

The    Act    respecting     compensation    to  thereof,  and  before  the  workmen  has  volun- 

workmen   for   accidental   injuries   suffered  tarily  left  the  employment  in  which  he  was 

in  the  course  of  their  employment  begins  injured.    The  claim  for  compensation  must 

by  defining  the  liability  of  certain  employ-  be  made  within  six  months  from  the  occur- 

ers  to  workmen  for  injuries.   When  a  work-  rence  of  the  accident  causing  the  injury, 

man  is  disabled  by  reason  of  injury  received  or  in  case  of  death,  within  six  months  of 

in  the   course   of   his    employment    for   a  the  time  of  death.     The  name  and  address 

period  of  less  than  two  weeks,   or  as  the  of    the    injured    person,    together    with   a 

result  of  his  own  wilful  misconduct  or  ser-  statement   in   ordinary    language,    of    the 

ious  neglect,  his  employer  is  not  to  be  liable,  cause  of  the  injury  and  the  date  at  which 

When,  further,  an  injury  was  caused  by  the  it    was    sustained    must  be  given  in  any 

personal   negligence   or   wilful   act   of   the  notice    to    employers.      Regulations    with 

employer,    nothing    in    the    new    act    shall  regard  to   the   serving    of  the    notice   are 

effect  any  civil  liability  of  the  employer,  added. 

in  which  case  the    workmen    may    either  ~  .        n 

claim  compensation  under  the  Act  or  take  Contracting  Out. 

the  same  proceedings  as  were  open  to  him         The  Attorney  General  of  the  province  is 

before  the  commencement  of  the  act.    Any  given  power  under  the  Act  of  certifying, 

~~^See~Labonr   Gazette,   VolTlII.,    No.    1,    July,  after  taking  steps  to  ascertain  the  ™*  of 

1902,  page  45.  employer  and  workmen,  that  any  claim  of 
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compensation  is  on  the  whole  not  less  fav-  the  Act.     The  Act  is  to  come  into  force 

ourable  to  the  general  body  of  workmen  than  upon  the  first  day  of  May,  1903. 

the  provisions  of  this  Act,  in  which  case  ml.     «     i        »  n                ,. 

Al           ,                      ,.,    '          ..«         •  The  Scale  of  Compensation. 
the  employer  may,  until  the  certmcate  is 

revoked,  contract  with  any  of  these  work-  A  very  complete  definition  of  the  amount 
men  that  the  provisions  of  the  claim  shall  of  compensation  is  given  in  the  Act  under 
be  substituted  for  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  two  headings,  first,  where  death  results 
No  such  claim,  however,  may  contain  an  from  the  injury  and  second  where  total  or 
obligation  upon  workmen  to  join  the  claim  Partial  incapacity  for  work  results.  In  no 
as  a  condition  of  their  hiring  and  the  re-  case  must  the  amount  paid  as  compensa- 
voking  of  the  certificate  is  made  dependent  tion  exceed  the  sum  of  $1,500.  Full  arrange- 
upon  the  discretion  of  the  Attorney  Gen-  ments  are  made  as  to  the  estimating  of  the 
eraj  amount  of  compensation,  medical  examina- 
tion, legal  representation,  payment  of  corn- 
Compensation  in  case  of  Bankruptcy  of  pensation,  &c 

Employer. 

T     ,              „ ,     ,               „             ,  Settlement  by  Arbitration. 
In  the  case  of  bankruptcy  of  an  employer 

who  has  become  liable  under  the  Act  to  The  Act  provides  very  carefully  for  the 

pay  compensation  in  respect  of  an  accident,  settlement  by  arbitration  of  any  matter  of 

the  workmen  injured  shall  have  the  first  dispute  which  may  arise  in  connection  with 

charge  upon  the  estate.    In  the  case  where  its  operation.    If  neither  party  objects  the 

an  injury  was  caused  under  circumstances  matter   in   dispute   may   come   before   any 

creating  a  liability  in  some  person  other  committee   representative   of   an   employer 

than  the  employer,  the  workmen  may  pro-  and  his  workmen  which  may  exist  for  the 

ceed  either  against  the  person  in  question,  purpose.    In  case  of  such  an  objection,  how- 

or  against  his  employer,  but  not  against  ever,  the  matter  shall  be  settled  by  a  single 

both,  and  if  compensation  be  paid  under  the  arbitrator  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  or  in 

Act  the  employer  shall  be  entitled  to  be  the  absence  of  an  agreement  by  an  arbitrat- 

indemnified  by  the  other  person.  or  appointed  by  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 

Court,  such  an  arbitrator  to  have  all  the 

Application  of  the  Act.  powers  of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court, 

The  application  of  the  Act  is  limited  to  and  to  have  the  privilege  of  referring  any 

employment  by  the  undertakers  of  or  in  or  question  of  law  for  the  decision  of  a  judge 

about  a  railway,  factory,  mine,  quarry  or  of  the  Supreme  Court.     The  costs  incident 

engineering  work,  and  of  the  employment  to  the  arbitration  shall  be  in  the  discretion 

by  the  undertakers  of  any  building  which  of   the   arbitrator.      The   Lieutenant   Gov- 

exceeds    40  feet  in    height,  and    is  either  ernor  in  Council  is  given  power  to  appoint 

being    constructed    or    demolished,    or    on  legally  qualified  medical  practitioners   for 

which  machinery  driven  by  steam,   water  the  purpose  of  the  Act  to  whom  the  arbit- 

or  other  power  is  being  used  for  the  pur-  rator  or  arbitrators  may  apply  for  a  report 

pose  of  destruction,  repair  or  demolition,  on  any  matter  which  seems  material  to  any 

The  Act  shall  not  apply  to  persons  in  the  question  arising  in  the  arbitration. 

naval   or   military   service   of   the   Crown.  ,_   ..     ,    .A        .             ,  _    , 

XTr.,,  ,  ,  ...  Medical  Attendance  of  Workmen. 
With  regard  to  existing  contracts,  any  con- 
tract, excepting  at  the  commencement  of  A  further  important  regulation  passed 
the  Act  whereby  the  workman  relinquishes  during  the  recent  session  of  the  legislature 
his  right  to  compensation,  shall  not  be  affecting  the  relations  of  workmen  and 
deemed  to  continue  after  the  time  at  which  their  employers  is  that  introduced  under  the 
the  workmen's  contract  of  service  would  title  of  An  Act  to  amend  the  Master  and 
determine,  if  notice  of  the  determination  Servants  Act,  which  provides  that  when- 
thereof  were  given  at  the  commencement  of  ever  30  or  more  workmen  request  their  em- 
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ployer  in  writing  to  take  a  sum  from  their  referred  to  are  denned  as  follows : — Banks- 
wages  in  order  to  provide  for  medical  men,  onsetter,  signalmen,  brakesmen,  fur- 
attendance,  the  employer  must  give  imme-  nacemen,  engineer  or  those  to  be  employed 
diate  effect  to  such  request  under  penalty  below  ground,  or  at  the  windlass  of  a  sink- 
of  $50  fine.     The  selection  of  the  medical  ing  pit. 

practitioner  is  left  wholly  in  the  hands  of  Coal  Mineg  Regulations. 
the  workmen.     The  Act  is  limited  to  cities 

and  towns  of  more  than  3,000  inhabitants.  A  second  Act  amending  the  Coal  Mines 

Regulation  Act  passed  during  the  session, 

Labour  Regulation.  by  the  provisions  of  which  a  section  was 

The  Act  relating  to  the  employment  on  added  to  the  original  Act  requiring  that 

works  carried  on  under  franchises  granted  whenever  a  majority  of  the  coal  miners  who 

oy  private  Acts,  to  which  the  short  title  have  engaged  a  check-weigher,  shall  request 

<  Labour  Eegulation   Act,   1902 '   is   given,  in  writing  to  the  owner  of  the  mines  that 

defines   under   certain  fixed  penalties,   the  the  wages  of  such  check-weigher  be    paid 

persons  who  may  not  be  employed  on  works  direct  f  rom  the  office  of  tn«  mines,  the  said 

carried  on  under  franchises  granted  by  the  owner  shall  withhold  from  the  wages  of  the 

provincial  government.      Among  these,  are  miners  a  pro  rata  amount  sufficient  to  meet 

any  workmen  who,  when  asked  to  do  so  by  the  wages  due  the  check-weigher,  and  shaU 

the  duly  authorized  officer  shall  fail  to  read  PaF  the  same  to  nim-     A  second  addition 

this  Act  without  assistance  in  a  language  requires  that  a  reasonable  supply  of  timber 

of  Europe.    The  employer  of  any  workmen  sna11  be  constantly  kept  in  each  working 

who  fails  to  do  this  is  liable  to  a  penalty  Place  in  the  mines,  or  in  the  vicinity  there- 

not  exceeding  $25   nor  less   than  $10   for  of>  for  the  Purpose  of  ensuring  the  safety 

every  workmen  so  engaged,  or  to  imprison-  0*  persons  employed  in  the  mines. 

ment  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  30  days.    The  t™  «,,•«.„« +,•,*,«  "d««,„i «+,*«« 

J  Immigration  Regulation. 

offender  is  also  liable  to  successive  penalties 

for  each  and  every  day  for  which  any  per-  A  new  Act  to  regulate  immigration  in 
son  shall  be  employed.  The  production  of  British  Columbia  imposes  an  educational 
proof  to  lie  with  the  employer,  and  forfeit-  test  upon  intending  immigrants  into  the 
ure  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the  Act  of  province.  Practically  no  person  who  can- 
any  franchisement  will  be  a  penalty  of  wil-  not  read  and  write  in  some  language  of 
ful  violation.  Europe    is    to    be    admitted    into    British 

-n     ,1       T   •>          t»        ix-  Columbia,  a  fine  of  $500  being  imposed  for 

Further  Labour  Regulation.  .,       .      '         .  ■  ,      A          ... 

the  violation  oi  the  Act.     An  immigrant, 

The  same  principle  as  that  just  cited  is  moreover  who  makes  his  way  or  is  found  in 

enforced  in  the  case  of  an  Act  to  further  British  Columbia  in  contravention  of  the 

Amend  the   Coal  Mines    Regulation    Act,  Act  is  not  to  be  entitled  to  a  license  to 

which   makes   it   illegal   for   a    Chinaman,  carry  on  any  trade  or  calling  subject  to  the 

Japanese  or  person  unable  to  speak  Eng-  legislative  authority  of  the  province,   nor 

lish,   to   be   appointed   to   any   position   of  to  acquire  and  hold  land,  exercise  the  right 

trust  in  or  about  a  mine,  whereby  through  of  franchise,  &c.     Any  person  who  assists 

his  ignorance  or  negligence  he  might  en-  an  immigrant  to  contravene  the  provisions 

danger  the  life  or  limb  of  any  person  em-  of  the  Act  is  liable  to  the  same  penalty  as 

ployed   in   the   mine.     The   positions   thus  the  immigrant  in  question. 


NEW   SOUTH  WALES  LABOUR  BULLETIN. 

THE  more  active  interest  of  the  legisla-  1900,  When  a  commission  of  four  members 

ture  of  New  South  Wales  in  labour  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  all  matters 

conditions  dates  from  the  month  of  May,  throughout  the  colony  in  connection  with 
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labour  not  absorbed  by  private  enterprise, 
and  to  advise  the  Minister  of  the  Depart- 
ment periodically  thereon.  The  scope  of  the 
inquiry  entrusted  to  the  board  thus  con- 
stituted was  at  the  same  time  carefully 
defined.  A  minute  accompanying  the  com- 
mission set  forth  its  duties  under  a  num- 
ber of  headings,  the  first  of  which  was  the 
remedying  of  the  conditions  arising  out  of 
the  large  number  of  unemployed,  which,  in 
spite  of  previous  efforts  on  the  part  of  the 
government  in  the  way  of  finding  work 
on  the  construction  of  public  works,  still 
remained  in  the  colony.  Registers  were  to 
be  opened  for  the  purpose  of  recording  par- 
ticulars in  regard  to  applicants  for  employ- 
ment, and  regular  reports  as  to  the  state  of 
the  labour  market  from  the  different  parts 
of  the  country  were  to  be  furnished  by  the 
clerks  of  petty  sessions  for  the  assistance 
of  the  commissioners  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  Various  particulars  were 
added  in  the  minute  as  to  the  classification 
of  unemployed  labourers,  and  other  features 
of  the  general  scheme,  such  as  the  estab- 
lishment of  registry  offices  for  servants  and 
women,  industrial  farm  settlements,  as- 
sisted settlement  blocks,  co-operative  sys- 
tems in  the  carrying  out  of  public  works, 
&c,  the  problem  being  primarily  regarded 
as  a  matter  of  the  equalizing  in  the  labour 
market  of  conditions  of  supply  and  demand 
in  the  different  parts  of  the  colony.  It  was 
also  remarked  that,  in  connection  with  the 
intelligence  branch,  there  should  be  issued 
a  monthly  publication  containing  reports 
on  labour  conditions  in  the  various  cen- 
tres, rates  of  wages,  number  of  unemployed, 
and  the  local  demand  for  labour. 

Recommendations  of  the  Labour 
Commission. 

The  first  annual  report  of  the  Labour 
Commission  working  under  the  above  in- 
structions, was  received  by  the  Department 
of  Labour  in  April  last,  and  was  briefly 
reviewed  in  the  issue  of  the  Gazette  for 
May.  It  covered  the  operations  of  the 
Commission  during  the  period  between  its 
installation  and  the  end  of  August,  1901. 


As  a  reference  to  the  review  in  question 
will  show,  the  main  features  presented  in 
the  report  were  devoted  to  a  discussion  of 
labour  conditions  throughout  the  colony, 
and  to  the  leading  characteristics  of  exist- 
ing conditions  in  New  South  Wales.  No 
action  in  the  matter  of  the  establishment 
of  a  labour  bulletin  was  reported,  though 
the  commissioners  put  themselves  on  record 
as  having  several  times  recommended  the 
issue  of  a  monthly  journal  on  the  lines 
suggested  in  the  minute  which  defined  the 
objects  of  their  appointment.  They  am- 
plified, also,  the  original  suggestion  as  to 
the  proposed  bulletin,  as  follows  : — 

1  It  should  contain  full  particulars  of  tradei 
movements  and  difficulties,  giving  facts  only, 
without  any  partisan  bias  whatever.  It  should 
quote  information  on  industrial  matters,  avail- 
able from  all  colonics  and  foreign  countries, 
condensed  reports,  and  facts  of  all  kinds  relat- 
ing to  labour  and  its  employment.  It  should 
publish  a  digest  of  all  laws  passed  by  any  legis- 
lature affecting  labour  and  industry,  and  of  the 
decisions  of  courts  on  all  actions  taken  under 
the  provision:;  of  any  such  laws.  It  should 
publish  in  a  compact  from  information  on  in- 
dustrial matters,  not  otherwise  obtainable 
without  much  trouble  and  research,  and 
should  afford  a  variety  of  information  which 
is  frequently  looked  for  in  vain  in  the  public 
press.  It  should  not  be  devoted  to  controver- 
sial matters,  nor  enunciate  theories,  except  as 
the  individual  opinions  of  writers  who  might 
put  them  forth,  and  should  in  no  wise  enter 
into  competition  with  the  ordinary  newspaper. 
Mere  news  should  find  no  place,  much  less  poli- 
tical matter  of  any  kind.  Its  field  would  be 
amply  wide  without  touching  any  such  matters. 

'  We  would  prefer  to  start  in  a  modest  man- 
ner, to  which  end  we  have  proposed  to  com- 
mence with  an  8-vo.  magazine,  containing 
^sixty-four  pages,  with  a  coloured  cover,  and 
published  once  in  each  month.' 

First  Issue  of  the  Bulletin. 

It  was  presumably  in  development  of 
this  definite  official  recommendation  that 
the  first  issue  of  the  Labour  Bulletin  of 
New  South  Wales  was  published  in  March 
last.  The  new  monthly  does  not  depart 
materially  from  the  scheme  as  above  out- 
lined, the  delay  in  publication  being  ex- 
plained by  the  other  important  matters 
which,  during  the  past  year,  have  also 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  commission. 
After  taking  a  careful  view  of  what  has 
been  done  in  other  countries  in  this  direc- 
tion, notably  in  England,  New  Zealand  and 
the  United  States,  it  was  determined  that 
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the  contents  of  the  proposed  Labour  Bulle- 
tin in  New  South  Wales  should  be  grouped 
under  the  following  general  headings  : — 

1.  A  digest  of  labour  conditions  in  New  South 
Wales,  informing  the  citizens  of  any  demand 
for  labour,  wherever  it  may  arise,  conditions, 
rates    of   wages    paid,   &c. 

2.  Similar  information  in  lesser  detail  of  all 
such  matters  in  the  other  Australian  States. 

3.  Information  concerning  labour  in  foreign 
countries. 

4.  Information  as  to  strikes  and  lock-outs, 
with  results  of  same,  &c. 

5.  A  record  of  laws  proposed  or  passed  in  any 
country  affecting  industrial  matters,  with  legal 
decisions  or  courts  of  law,  arbitration,  concilia- 
tion, &e. 

6.  Original  articles  dealing  with  ascertained 
facts  and  tendencies  of  industrial  life  and 
operations  ;  and  reprinted  articles  of  these  and 
cognate  subjects  from  any  and  every  source 
available. 

In  the  matter  of  the  size  and  issue  of  the 
new  monthly,  the  proposals  of  the  commis- 
sioners were  also  adhered  to,  and  the  Bulle- 
tin appears  in  the  shape  of  an  octavo-sized 
monthly  of  64  pages  and  with  an  initial 
issue  of  5,000  copies. 

Scope  of  the  Bulletin. 

A  further  definition  is  given  in  the  intro- 
ductory article  of  the  new  publication  of 
the  lines  along  which  it  is  proposed  to  con- 
duct its  general  policy.  The  industrial 
laws  passed  during  the  past  few  years  in 
New  South  Wales  are  to  be  the  subject  of 
a  special  department  of  the  Bulletin,  and 
articles  in  this  connection  by  the  registrar 
appointed  under  the  newly-passed  Industrial 
Arbitration  Act,  and  by  other  expert  officers 
of  the  government,  are  promised  from 
month  to  month.  Ordinary  news  and  mere- 
ly ephemeral  matters  will  be  excluded,  the 
Bulletin  aiming  rather  to  supply  informa- 
tion regarding  its  own  special  subjects, 
which  is  not  to  be  obtained  as  a  rule  in  the 
daily  press.  Scientific  articles  will  also  be 
welcomed,  though  the  Bulletin  will  take  no 
side,  nor  express  any  opinion  on  any  con- 
troversial matter.  Correspondence  and  cri- 
ticism will  not  as  a  rule  be  printed,  the  ob- 
taining of  accurate  and  reliable  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  labour  conditions  being 
its  primary  object.  The  introductory  arti- 
cle concludes  : — ■ 

1  Its  aim  is  to  collect,  collate,  and  disseminate 
facts  relating  to  industry  and  labour,  with 
just  such  a  modicum  of  theory  and  speculation 


as  may  serve  to  direct  public  attention  to  the 
matters  of  prime  national  importance  whi:h 
it  will  record,  and  perchance  evoke  sympathetic 
interest,  and  inquiring  study  on  the  part  of 
those  whose  business  it  is  to  mould  public 
opinion,  and  those  others  who  are  called  to 
make  laws  and  regulations  for  the  happiness 
and  welfare  of  the  citizens  of  Australia.' 

Contents  of  First  Issues. 

The  Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  is  in 
receipt  of  the  first  three  numbers  of  the 
bulletin  for  the  months  of  March,  April  and 
May  respectively. 

Some  idea  as  to  the  character  of  the  new 
Bulletin  may  perhaps  be  best  obtained  from 
a  statement  of  the  contents  of  its  March 
issue.  The  other  issues  follow  along  similar 
lines.  The  first  article  is  devoted  to  brief 
reports  from  various  localities  as  to  the 
state  of  the  labour  market  throughout  the 
colony.  An  article  of  seven  pages,  which 
follows,  is  devoted  to  a  description  of  the 
Industrial  Arbitration  Act  of  1901,  while 
returns  and  tables  are  presented  from  the 
various  employment  bureaus  of  the  govern- 
ment, instituted  and  in  operation  under  the 
supervision  of  the  commissioners.  The 
state  of  labour  in  the  several  Australian 
States,  in  Great  Britain,  in  the  United 
States  of  America  and  in  Europe,  is  briefly 
treated  under  separate  headings.  The  fol- 
lowing short  articles  are  also  reprinted  from 
other  sources :  Purposes  of  Bureaus  of 
Labour,  by  Carroll  D.  Wright  ;  Workmen's 
Compensation  Law  in  Sweden,  Labour  Ga- 
zette, Eng. ;  Labour  Legislation  in  Canada, 
by  S.  J.  McLean  ;  the  Government  and 
Strikes,  Bulletin  of  Social  Economics, 
U.S.A.;  Progress  of  Japanese  Labour,  Bul- 
letin of  Social  Economics.  U.S.A.  A  brief 
note  is  added  as  to  the  decision,  in  July  last, 
of  the  House  of  Lords  regarding  the  re- 
sponsibility of  trade  unions  in  England. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, JULY,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  July  the  following 
orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment for  the  supplies  below  mentioned ; 
all  of  these  orders  were  given  subject  to  the 
regulations    for    the    suppression    of    the 


118 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


August,  1902 


sweating  system,  and  securing  payment  to 
the  working  men  and  working  women  of 
fair  wages,  and  the  performance  of  the 
work  under  proper  sanitary  conditions. 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps   and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
wooden  boxes  for  the  same,  also 
stamping    ink ■ 

Making  and  repairing  post  office 
scales   and   weights 

Supplying   mail    bags 

Repairing  mail  bags 

Repairing  mail  locks  and  keys,  also 
other  mail  bag  fittings  and  fasten- 
ings  • 

Supplying  portable  letter  boxes  and  mail 
clerks  tin  boxes 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing   postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official   uniforms 


$  353  54 
22  60 

455  80 

172  50 
879  14 
856  19 

52  50 

54  50 

37  65 

2,002  50 


UNIONS  FORMED  FOR  THE  MONTH 
OF  JULY,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  July,  organizations 
were  formed  in  the  following  crafts : — 

Quebec — 

Quebec — Longshoremen. 

Ontario — 

Ottawa — Street  Railway  Conductors  and 
Motormen. 

Harmonic  Assembly  No.  2588  K.  of  L. 
composed  of  members  of  city  bands. 

Toronto — Textile  workers. 

Picture  frame  workers. 
Brewery  workers. 
Garment  workers. 

Gait   and   Preston — Trades   and   Labour 
Council. 

Gait — Barbers. 
"        Painters. 
"        Carpenters. 

Windsor — Trades  and  Labour  Council. 

British  Columbia — 

Victoria — Bakers  and  Confectioners. 
"  Garment  workers. 


u 


a 


REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus  were  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  Ottawa,  during  July, 
1902  :— 

ONTARIO  REPORTS. 
Dairymen's  Association. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Dairymen's  As- 
sociation of  the  Province  of  Ontario  for  1901  ; 
King's  Printer,   Toronto  ;    pages  176. 

Reports  of  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
Dairymen's  Association  of  Eastern  Ontario, 
held  at  Whitby,  in  January,  and  of  the 
Dairymen's  Association  of  Western  Onta- 
ria,  held  at  Woodstock,  in  the  same  month, 
make  up  the  bulk  of  this  volume.  The  full 
text  of  the  various  papers  read  at  both 
meetings  is  given,  and  forms  a  compendium 
of  very  practical  information  in  connection 
with  this  important  industry. 

Board  of  Health  Report. 


The  Ontario  Board  of  Health  not  only 
reports  an  unusual  degree  of  freedom 
throughout  the  province  from  any  death 
dealing  epidemic  disease  during  1901,  but 
also  remarks  upon  the  noticeable  improve- 
ment manifested  in  the  general  condition 
of  the  public  health  during  the  years  in 
which  it  has  exercised  supervision  over  the 
health  of  the  province.  A  most  interesting 
summary  of  public  health  work  in  Ontario 
during  this  period  forms  the  initial  chapter 
of  the  report.  A  large  amount  of  space  is 
also  given  to  the  outbreak  of  small-pox, 
which  was  so  important  an  incident  of  the 
year.  A  special  chapter  is  devoted  to  muni- 
cipal sanitation  and  other  kindred  topics 
and  the  education  of  public  opinion  in  this 
connection  during  the  past  twenty  years. 
In  the  annual  report  proper  for  1901,  the 
small-pox  epidemic  again  receives  the  chief 
share  of  attention. 

Ontario  Highways. 


Twentieth   Annual    Report    of   the    Provincial         Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Board   of   Health    of    Ontario  ;    King's    Printer.     Highways,      Ontario,      1901  ;      King's      Printer. 
Toronto  ;    pages    189.  Toronto  ;    pages   63. 
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A  very  interesting  sketch  of  the  good 
roads  movement  in  Ontario  and  of  the 
legislation  that  has  been  passed  for  the  im- 
provement of  public  highways,  together 
with  an  account  of  the  procedure  necessary 
under  the  Highway  Improvement  Act  for 
county  councils  to  change  from  the  ordin- 
ary method  of  performing  statute  labour  to 
systems  of  commutation,  is  given  in  this 
report.  A  complete  text  of  the  Act  in  ques- 
tion is  added.  The  township  system  of 
highways  is  reviewed,  and  compared  with 
the  system  of  commutation.  Various  prac- 
tical hints  for  the  making  of  roads,  with 
special  articles  on  road  surface,  under 
drainage,  bonding,  road  machinery,  tilu 
culverts,  snow  roads,  wide  tires,  &c,  are 
furnished  under  separate  headings. 


UNITED  STATES  KEPOKTS. 
Louisiana  Labour  Statistics. 

First  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics of  Labour  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  1901  ; 
State  Printer,  Baton  Rouge  ;    267  pages. 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labour  of 
Louisiana  dates  from  July,  1900,  when  the 
Act  constituting  it  was  passed  by  the  State 
Legislature.  The  Commissioner  of  Labour 
for  the  State  was  appointed  in  the  following 
September.  In  this  the  first  annual  report 
of  the  Bureau,  the  chief  articles  are  devoted 
to  an  analysis  of  the  population  of  the 
State,  a  compilation  of  the  labour  laws  of 
Louisiana,  the  laws  of  the  various  States 
creating  Bureaus  of  Labour  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  a  more  local  interest. 


BECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting  la- 
bour are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports  and 
other  legal  records  of  the  different  provinces  of 
Canada  :  — 

QUEBEC  CASES. 

A  Decision  on  Sunday  Trading. 

In  the  Recorder's  Court  of  the  city  of 
Montreal,  a  decision  was  recently  given 
regarding  the  effect  of  the  various  by- 
laws in  force  in  that  city  concerning  the 
sale  of  certain  articles  on  Sunday.  A 
number  of  persons  who  had  sold  such  ar- 
ticles were  charged  with  having  thereby 
infringed  the  by-laws  of  the  city,  but,  as 
appears  from  the  judgment  given  below,  the 
court  decided  that  no  such  offence  had  been 
committed  by  the  sales  in  question  having 
been  made.  As  the  judgment  itself  (which 
was  rendered  by  Mr.  Recorder  Poirier)  sets 
forth  as  clearly  as  possible  the  Kecorder's 
view  of  the  state  of  the  law,  it  is  here 
given  in  full: — 

1  Since  March  15,  1870,  by  by-law  36,  no 
merchant  or  trader  was  permitted  to  retail 
goods  on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  on  June  2, 
of  this  year,  an  amendment  to  by-law  No. 
281  was  passed,  which  amendment  provides 
that  the  by-law  281  shall  not  apply  to  per- 
sons selling  fruit,  cigars,  confectioneries 
and  temperance  beverages,  and  that  this 
exception  shall  not  apply  to  groceries,  but 


only  to  persons  selling  by  retail  all  such 
goods  and  carrying  on  such  trade  only. 

'  The  defendant  Fortier,  and  nine  other 
traders  are  charged  with  having  violated 
that  by-law  by  selling  cigars  on  Sunday, 
June  22  last.  Eleven  others  are  charged 
with  selling  other  articles.  These  twenty- 
one  cases  have  been  united  by  common  ad- 
mission, and  in  deciding  one  I  can  decide 
all. 

'  The  defence  can  be  reduced  to  this  : 
we  have  sold — then  we  are  not  guilty;  or  it 
prohibits  what  we  have  done,  but  it  is  un- 
constitutional. In  either  of  these  cases  we 
have  to  be  liberated.' 

1  The  by-law  does  not  state  if  these  per- 
sons who  are  selling  all  goods  permitted 
or  allowed  under  the  by-law,  are  carrying 
on  such  trade  on  Sunday  only,  or  on  all 
days  of  each  week.  Would  it  be  fair  to 
deprive  the  defendants  of  the  privileges 
granted  by  the  amendment  of  June  2,  be- 
cause they  would  also  sell  other  goods  than 
those  actually  described  ?  The  court  has 
to  recall  the  circumstances  known  to  the 
public  when  the  amendment  was  passed. 

'  It  is  known  that  in  our  mixed  popula- 
tion the  same  ideas  are  not  entertained  by 
all.  Some  want  all  amusement,  work,  &c, 
stopped  on  Sunday;  others  want  to  tolerate 
certain  trade  on  Sunday  in  the  interest  of 
the  classes  who  go  in  for  recreation,  and 
buy  refreshments  on  that  day  only. 

'  The  amendment  passed  by  council  was 
adopted  with  a  view  of  allowing  certain 
stores  to  open  on  Sunday  and  to  carry  on 
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what  is  known  as  a  small  retail  trade.  If 
the  by-law  allows  the  sale  of  fruit,  cigars, 
&c,  on  Sunday  only  by  those  who  do  not 
sell  any  other  things  on  other  days  of  the 
week,  is  it  arbitrary,  oppressive  and  im- 
practicable ?  The  council  has  not  men- 
tioned tobacco,  matches,  cigar  holders, 
newspapers,  pipes,  postage  stamps  or  ice 
cream,  among  the  permitted  goods.  Are 
we  to  infer  that  all  those  things  are  pro- 
hibited ?  Are  we  to  say  that  eleven  of  the 
defendants  shall  be  fined  for  selling  tobacco, 
while  others  are  permitted  to  sell  candies 
and  cigars  ?  If  they  can  sell  cigars,  why 
not  cigarettes,  cigar  holders,  candies,  &c.  ? 
If  merchants  are  allowed  to  sell  tobacco, 
cigars,  why  debar  them  from  selling  to- 
bacco in  plugs,  or  packages,  or  chewing 
tobacco  or  snuff  ? 

'  Shall  we  say  that  people  have  to  be  con- 
demned to  chew  cigars  or  that  people  smok- 
ing pipes  have  a  less  right  than  those 
indulging  in  cigars  ? 

'  And  if  the  second  article  of  by-law  281 
means  anything  why  does  it  say  that  pur- 
chasers shall  be  allowed  to  remain  in  stores 
or  adjoining  rooms  during  the  time  required 
to  make  and  consume  the  purchase  ?  If 
a  man  is  allowed  to  buy  a  cigar  how  can  he 
be  prevented  from  consuming  that  cigar  in 
one  of  these  rooms. 

1  Applying  to  this  matter  all  the  princi- 
ples which  govern  the  making  of  by-laws  I 
think  that  if  its  validity  were  tested  before 
the  Superior  Court  it  would  be  quashed  as 
being  oppressive,  arbitrary  and  illegal. 

'  By-law  222  concerned  the  early  closing 
of  shops,  and  it  made  an  exception  in  fav- 
our of  pipes,  cigars,  newspapers,  &c, 
although  in  its  provisions  the  establish- 
ments that  could  be  kept  open  on  Sundays 
were  not  much  more  clearly  defined  than 
under  by-law  281  now  under  discussion. 

1  The  defence  claim  to  have  done  nothing 
but  what  was  required  by  law  and  only  what 
was  permitted.  I  must  adopt  this  view  of 
the  case  because  the  contention  of  the  city 
would  lead  us  to  absurdities,  unjust  dis- 
criminations, oppression,  injustice  and  a 
result  altogether  opposed  to  what  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  by-law  had  in  view  at  the  time  it 
was  prepared. 

'  It  has  been  urged  that  the  spirit  of  the 
by-law  rather  than  the  letter  should  be  con- 
sidered.    I  quite  agree  with  that. 

'  I  do  not  see  what  line  is  to  be  drawn 


between  storekeepers  who  need  to  keep  open 
on  Sunday  in  order  to  meet  their  business  | 
demands  and  those  whose  business  does 
not  demand  Sunday  trading.  I  do  not 
think  that  it  is  fair  that  one  citizen  should 
be  branded  as  inferior  to  his  fellows  be- 
cause his  business  requires  him  to  do  Sun- 
day trading. 

'  I  do  not  wish  to  conflict  with  the  reli- 
gious authorities  of  the  city,  and  I  desire  i 
that  the  police  shall  do  all  in  their  power 
to  have  the  Sunday  observed  in  a  condition 
satisfactory  to  all  classes  and  nationalities, 
and  compatible  with  requirements  for  the 
comforts  governing  modern  existence. 

'  I  do  not  see  how  any  other  decision  can 
be  given  than  the  dismissal  of  the  21  ac- 
tions of  June  3  last.' 

A  Case  in  the  Privy  Council. 


During  the  last  week  in  July  the  Judic- 
ial Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  grant- 
ed the  plaintiff  in  the  case  of  Me  Arthur  4 
vs.  The  Dominion  Cartridge  Company, 
special  leave  to  appeal  from  the  judgment 
given  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada. 

This  was  a  case  in  which  Hector  Mc- 
Arthur,  a  boy  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  was  injured  by  an  explosion  which  oc- 
curred  at  the  cartridge  factory  where  he 
was  employed.  He  sued  his  employers  for 
damages  alleging  that  they  had  not  provid- 
ed certain  machinery,  the  accident  being 
attributed  to  some  supposed  defect  in  a 
machine  for  loading  shells,  which  had  been 
manufactured  on  employers'  premises.  (See 
report  of  this  case  in  the  Labour  Gazette, 
•Vol.  1,  No.  6,  page  317.)  At  the  trial  the 
jury  awarded  McArthur  $5,000  damages 
against  his  employers. 

This  verdict  was  confirmed  by  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Kings'  Bench,  Appeal 
Side.  The  employers  then  appealed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Canada  which  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  court  below.  McArthur 
then  applied  to  the  Judicial  Committee  of 
the  Privy  Council  for  the  special  leave  to 
appeal  which  has  just  been  granted. 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to  The  first  fruits,  of  another  special  in- 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  vestigation  made  by  the  Department,  the 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken  results  of  which  will  be  published  in  their 
to  have  information  as  complete  and  entirety  in  a  series  of  special  articles  in 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its  consecutive  numbers  of  the  Gazette,  ap- 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re-  pear  in  an  article  and  tables  under  the 
ports,  legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other  title  of  '  Labour  Organization  in  Canada 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour,  — its  growth  and  present  position.'  The 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or  part  published  in  the  present  issue,  has 
opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein,     to  do  with  the  past  and  present  condition 

of  labour   organization    in    the    maritime 
provinces.       The  account  given  is  descrip- 

^  _  tive  as  well  as  statistical,  and  besides  being 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  .,      «  ~  .  -,    .      -,       ,,      ~  . .  , 

the  nrst  omcial,  is  also  the  nrst  attempted 

Ottawa,  September  15,  1902.  account  on  anything  like  a  comprehensive 

During    the      past    three    months     the  or   accurate  scale   of   the  present  position 

Department    of   Labour   has   been   making  and  Past  development  of  labour  organiza- 

a    special    investigation   into    the   rates  'of  tl0n    m    this   countlT-       during   the   past 

wages  and  hours  of  labour  of  railway  em-  *ear    a    directory   of   labour   organizations, 

ployees    in    Canada.     The  facts   collected  'for  the  Dominion  was  published,  and  also 

have  reference  to  the  main  groups  of  em-  one  or  two  sPecial  artlcles  on  the  subject 

ployees   in  this   class   of   employment,   and  of   labour   organization   in   the  Dominion, 

have  a  bearing  on  all  parts  of  the  Domin-  but   the   facts    disclosed   in    the    series    of 

ion.     The   information  has  been  classified  articles     commencing     with     the     present 

and  compiled  in  statistical  tables,  the  first  issue>  are'  for  the  most  part>  8*lven  to  the 

of  which,  having  to  do  with  the  hours  and  Pllbhc  for  the  first  time- 
wages  of  railroad  conductors,  appear  in  the        Industrial,  conditions    in    Great  Britain 

present  issue  of  the  Gazette.      Tables  hav-  and   strikes    in   the   United   States,   which 

ing  to   do  with   other  groups  will   appear  have   been   admirably   dealt   with    in   spe- 

consecutively  in  subsequent  issues.       The  cial   reports   by   the   governments   of   each 

series    constitutes   a    part   of    the   general  of    these    countries,    have    been    made    the 

Work  of  the  Department  in  gathering  sta-  subjects   of   special   articles   based   on   the 

tistical  information  on  the  rates  of  wages  facts  presented   in  these  reports,   and  are 

and   hours   of   employment   in   the   several  presented     with     a    view    of     acquainting 

trades  of  the  Dominion;  several  series  re-  readers  in  this  country  with  situations  in 

lating  to  other  classes  of  employment,  have  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  which 

already  been   published   in  previous   num.-  have   a  more  or   less  direct  bearing  upon 

ber?  of  the  Gazette.  conditions   here. 
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INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIO  NS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 

I.— GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

HP  HE  prospects  of    an    exceptional  har-  mand  is  the  arrangement  which  has    been 

X       vest  in    all   parts    of   the   Dominion  made  by  one  of  the  railway  companies  to 

have   influenced   the   labour    market    more  bring  over  from  the  old  country  some  ship- 

than  any  other  single    factor    during    the  ments  of  labourers,  who  are  being  taken  to 

month.     There   are  but   few   trades   which  the  west  for  the  immediate  purpose  of  as- 

have  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  received  a  sisting  in  harvesting  the   crops,   but   with 

stimulus  from  the  promising  outlook,  and  the  ultimate  object  of  having  them  become 

business  generally  has  reflected  the  hopeful  permanent  settlers  there. 

attitude  of  all  classes.     Although  the  grain  _                   ,_                     -,.,.,. 

, ,                             ,   i       ,i    t         .  Improved  Harvesting  Facilities. 

crop  oi  last  year  was  reported  as  the  largest  e                               ° 

known  in  the  Dominion,  reports  from    all  Not  only  in  the  efforts  put  forth  to  meet 

parts  show  that  it  will  probably  be  exceed-  the  demand  for  labour,  but  also    in    other 

ed  by  the  gains  of  this  year's  harvest.     Not  directions,  have  provisions  for  the  securing 

only  has  a  larger  area  of  land  been  brought  of  the  harvest  been   improved    this    year, 

under  cultivation,  but  the  yield  is,  in  most  Many  additional  miles  of  railway  have  been 

places,  larger  than  it  was  last  year.  constructed,  with  a  view  of  bringing  out- 
lying districts   into   direct  communication 

Improved  Labour  Supply.  with  suitable  points  of  shipment,  either  on 

The  inevitable  waste  through  the  inability  the  great  lakes  or  over  generally  utilized 
to  harvest  the  abundance  of  last  year  has  led  routes'  The  number  of  elevators  for  the 
to  the  putting  forth  of  exceptional  efforts  PurP08e  of  storinS  Srain  has  been  consid- 
on  the  part  of  those  interested  to  see  that  erably  increased-  The  railways  of  the 
the  country  should  secure,  as  nearly  as  pos-  west  have  alt°gether  600  elevators,  with  a 
sible,  the  full  benefit  of  the  richer  harvest  caPacity  of  30,000,000  bushels.  The  num- 
of  the  present  year.  Continuously  during  ber  of  locomotives  on  the  C.P.R.  alone  has 
the  month  trains  of  harvesters  from  all  been  increased  h?  55>  while  a  vei7  lar?e 
parts  of  eastern  Canada,  including  the  number  of  box  cars  have  also  been  built 
maritime  provinces,  Quebec  and  Ontario,  The  railway  officials  express  confidence  t1. 
have  been  journeying  westward,  travelling  there  wil1  be  no  blockade  because  of  inade- 
accommodation  on  some  of  the  regular  lines  quate  transportation  facilities  during  the 
having  been  at  times  embarrassed  in  P^ent  season.  Large  quantities  of  agri- 
consequence  of  the  exceptionally  large  cultm'al  implements  have  been  manufac- 
number  of  cars,  called  into  requisition  tured  and  attributed,  so  that  the  number 
in  connection  with  the  harvest  ex-  of  threshing  outfits  which  will  be  in  opera- 
cursions.  Notwithstanding,  however,  the  tion  thls  ^ear  wlU  considerably  exceed  the 
efforts  of  the  railway  companies  to  assist  in  number  at  any  Previou8  time-  Implement 
bringing  in  an  adequate  supply  of  labour  to  dealers  have  been  bu5y'  mgllt  and  daj'' 
the  west,  the  demand  will  certainly  exceed  shlPPmS  agricultural  machinery, 
the  supply.  The  fact  that  crops  in  the  east  A  circumstance  which  threatened  to  op- 
have  also  been  good,  and  that  they  have  erate  disadvantageous^-  to  the  supply  of 
been  somewhat  later  than  usual,  has  oper-  labour  in  the  west  was  the  tendency  which 
ated  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  secure  the  manifested  itself  slightly  during  the  month, 
necessary  supply  of  labour.  In  fact,  the  among  some  of  the  harvesters,  who  had 
east  itself,  has  experienced  in  places  a  con-  taken  advantage  of  the  cheap  rate  to  go 
siderable  scarcity  of  labour  required  for  the  west,  to  cross  into  American  territory  to 
successful  carrying  on  of  agricultural  op-  assist  in  the  harvesting  of  the  crop?  of 
erations.  A  feature  in  connection  with  the  Dakota  and  other  Western  States.  This 
means  taken  to  meet  the    exceptional    de-  tendency  has,  however,  been  checked  by  the 
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requirements  on  the  part  of  the  railway 
company,  that  harvesters  desiring  cheap  re- 
turn fares  must  present  certificates  giving 
evidence  of  the  accomplishment  of  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  work  in  Canada. 

Wages  of  Harvesters. 

An  important  meeting,  held  during  the 
third  week  of  August,  of  a  number  of  dele- 
gates from  all  parts  of  Manitoba,  represent- 
ing about  one-third  of  the  farmers  in  that 
province,  throws  some  light  on  the  attitude 
of  the  farming  community  in  regard  to  the 
wages  question.  The  important  point  of 
the  gathering  was  the  passing  of  a  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  not  more  than  $40  per 
month  or  $1.75  per  day  should  be  paid  to 
the  harvesters.  The  farmers  represented 
by  the  delegates  assembled  required  imme- 
diately about  4,000  men,  all  of  whom  were 
wanted  for  stooking,  while  double  that  num- 
ber will  be  required  for  threshing,  which  is 
expected  to  commence  about  September  20. 
A  specified  rate  of  $40  per  month  as  a  wage 
to  harvesters,  is  an  indication  of  how  the 
exceptional  demand  has  operated  to  in- 
crease the  rate  of  wages  paid.  Wheat  cut- 
ting commenced  in  some  of  the  districts  of 
the  west  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
and  was  in  full  blast  at  its  close. 

Assistance  of  a  no  less  important  kind 
is  forthcoming  in  consequence  of  the  fore- 
thought of  the  banking  institutions  of  the 
country  in  keeping  in  view  what  may  be 
required  of  them  to  meet  the  demand  for 
financial  means  to  assist  in  moving  the 
crop.  The  amount  of  funds  necessary  for 
this  operation  will  be  larger  than  for  sev- 
eral years.  During  the  next  two  or  three 
months  the  note  circulation  of  the  Cana- 
dian banks  will  be  greatly  extended  but  not- 
withstanding that  mercantile  businesses 
and  general  trade  have  been  heavier  than 
last  year,  no  unusual  stringency  is  looked 
for. 

Demand  for  Labour  General. 

The  demand  for  labour  in  connection 
with  harvesting  operations,  the  special  in- 
ducements in  the  way  of  good  remunera- 


tion, and  the  consequent  scarcity  in  the 
general  supply  of  labour  have  made  them- 
selves felt  all  along  the  line.  Unskilled  la- 
bour was  never  more  in  demand,  and  wages 
have  seldom  ruled  at  as  high  an  average 
rate. 

Lumbermen  who  are  preparing  for  fall 
and  winter  operations  in  the  woods,  are 
experiencing  great  difficulty  in  their  ef- 
forts to  secure  even  a  limited  number  of 
hands,  notwithstanding,  too,  that  the 
wages  have  shown  a  tendency  to  be  higher 
than  those  paid  last  year,  which  at  the  time 
were  believed  to  be  exceptionally  good. 

Skilled  labour,  too,  is  well  employed  ; 
the  building  trades  have  had  an  exception- 
ally busy  month,  and  in  many  localities 
the  supply  of  labour  has  not  been  equal  to 
the  demand. 

A  general  scarcity  in  the  supply  of  men 
has  been  experienced  also  in  connection 
with  transportation.  From  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion  come  reports  that  traffic  through- 
out the  month  has  been  unusually  heavy, 
and  notwithstanding  that  the  facilities  for 
shipment  have  been  much  improved  during 
the  year,  and  wages  increased  in  many 
branches  of  railway  employment,  in  some 
localities  there  is  still  a  demand  for  an 
increased  number  of  hands. 

The  Fishing  Industry. 

In  the  fishing  industry  fortunate  con- 
ditions have  been  reported  for  the  mari- 
time provinces  in  consequence  of  the  ap- 
pearance of  mackerel  in  large  quantities 
during  the  month,  and  persons  interested 
in  this  industry  are  hopeful  about  off- 
setting the  disappointment  of  the  spring 
season,  which  on  the  whole  was  far  from 
satisfactory.  In  British  Columbia,  the 
figures  for  the  salmon  pack  show  a  marked 
falling  off  as  compared  with  those  of  last 
year,  there  being  but  262,482  cases  in  all 
as  against  990,252  for  the  previous  year. 
The  pack  for  the  present  season  has  been 
the  smallest  since  the  year  1898,  in  which 
year  it  was  184,685.  The  run  of  sockeye 
was  thought  to  have  been  over,  and  some 
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of  the  canners  were  fishing  for  silver 
salmon,  with  which  they  were  hopeful  of 
making  up   the  season's   pack. 

Manufacturing'  and  Commercial  Activity. 

In  manufacturing,  there  appears  to  be 
general  and  substantial  activity.  Many  of 
the  manufacturing  establishments,  parti- 
cularly such  as  have  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  commodities  required  in 
connection  with  harvesting,  transportation, 
the  building  trades,  and  like  occupations, 
have  been  unable  to  fill  orders  with  which 
they  are  supplied,  and  some  are  stocked 
with  orders  for  some  months  ahead.  All 
of  these  conditions  have  been  reflected  in 
the  commercial  and  business  activity  of 
the'  month,  and  in  the  large  centres  there 
have  been  general  preparations  for  the 
heavy  turn-over  of  fall  goods.  There  have 
been  important  advances  in  the  prices  of 
Canadian  securities,  and  the  prices  of 
.  bank  shares  have  been  higher,  showing  the 
substantial  nature  of  the  general  expan- 
sion of  business. 

Other  Industrial  features. 

Accompanying  the  exceptionally  pros- 
perous condition  of  employment,  gener- 
ally, there  has,  during  the  month,  been  a 
noticeable  absence  of  industrial  disputes 
of  any  considerable  importance.  But  five 
new  strikes  were  reported  during  the 
month,  and  the  numbers  concerned  in  these 
strikes  have  been  comparatively  few,  and 
the  strikes  themselves  of  a  nature  not  to 
cause  much  embarrassment,  except  to  those 
immediately   concerned. 

There  appear  to  have  been  a  few  in- 
creases in  the  rates  of  wages  paid  in  some 
localities,  and  some  trades  have  been  re- 
casting their  schedules  with  a  view  of 
effecting  new  agreements  with  their  em- 
ployers. Prices  have  altered  but  little, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  advance  in 
the  price  of  fuel  and  coal  in  some  locali- 
ties, and  a  slight  reduction  in  the  recent 
rise  in  the  price  of  meat.  Bread,  too, 
which    was    raised    recently    in    price,    has 


also  shown  a  tendency  to  fall  towards  its 
former  level. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

During  the  month  an  important  decision 
was  given  in  Toronto  courts  in  con- 
nection with  an  infringement  of  the  Alien 
Labour  Act.  The  Carpet  Workers'  Union 
secured  against  the  Toronto  Carpet  Manu- 
facturing Company,  a  conviction  for  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Act,  and  a  penalty  of  $50 
and  costs  or  thirty  days  in  jail  was  im- 
posed upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Company. 

The  Canadian  Manufacturers'  Associa- 
tion opened  its  annual  session  at  Halifax 
on  the  13th  of  the  month.  In  point  of 
numbers  present  and  the  importance  of 
the  subjects  dealt  with  and  resolutions 
passed  in  reference  to  the  same,  this  meet- 
ing may  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
significant  in  the  history  of  the  associa- 
tion. A  branch  of  this  association,  with 
a  membership  of  about  50,  was  organized 
in  the  city  of  Quebec  during  the  month. 

During  the  month  forest  fires  in  British 
Columbia  destroyed  thousands  of  feet  of 
lumber  and  threatened  serious  damage  to 
residential  and  other  properties  in  many 
localities.  Near  Victoria  many  acres  of 
wheat  were  burned,  and  fences  and  barns 
destroyed.  A  fire  at  Rossland,  B.<  '.. 
destroyed  part  of  the  business  portion  of 
that   city  and   inflicted  serious   loss. 

The  Dominion  immigration  returns  for 
the  month  of  July  announced  during  the 
month  show  the  number  of  settlers  to  have 
registered  in  Canada  to  have  been  5,761, 
of  whom  2,721  were  Americans.  It  is 
estimated  that  fully  25  per  cent  of  the 
new  arrivals  did  not  register  which,  if  it 
were  the  case,  would  bring  the  total  numb- 
er up  to  7,021.  The  number  registering 
for  the  corresponding  month  of  1901  was 
2,821.  During  the  month  several  dele- 
gates from  the  United  States  made  inqui- 
ries at  the  Winnipeg  Immigration  offic  -. 
There  were  about  60  inquirers,  all  of  whom 
represented  families  wishing  to  locate  in  , 
Manitoba. 
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II.— REPORTS  OF  LOC  AL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket in  this  city  and  district  has  been  very 
good,  and  surpasses  the  previous  month  in 
general  activity.  All  branches  of  labour 
are  much  in  demand,  except  only  printers, 
for  whom  the  demand  is  not  even  a  normal 
one.  Carpenters  and  labourers  have  been 
especially  sought  after.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  printers  also,  industrial  peace  has 
prevailed  in  all  branches  of  trade.  The 
lock-out  on  the  Echo -Chronicle  still  con- 
tinues and  no  settlement  appears  at  hand. 
A  new  weekly  paper  The  Toiler,  has  been 
commenced  as  a  result  of  this  lock-out. 

The  agricultural  outlook  is  not  more  than 
normal,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  proli- 
fic hay  crop.  The  fishing  industry  has' 
experienced  an  unusual  stir  in  consequence 
of  the  appearance  of  mackerel  in  large 
quantities.  These  circumstances  will  have  a 
tendency  to  set-off  the  depressing  spring 
season. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  report  work 
plentiful. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  never  had 
a   better   season. 

With  lathers  and  plasterers  work  is  nor- 
mal. 

Painting,  paper-hanging  and  decorative 
work  continues  to  be  active. 

Stonecutters  and  builders'  labourers  re- 
port conditions  very  favourable. 

Plumbers  and  gas-fitters  report  work  fair- 
ly good. 

The  several  branches  o±  the  metal  trades 
are  fairly  well  employed,  especially  the 
boilermakers. 

The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
continue  as  busy  as  during  the  previous 
month. 


Among  printers,  there  is  a  relaxation  in 
the  demand,  and  conditions  are  not  as  pro- 
mising as  they  were  in  July. 

Railway  employees  in  all  branches  are 
exceptionally  busy.  One  of  the  features  of 
this  activity  has  evidenced  itself  in  a 
slight  increase  in  wages  and  reduction 
of  hours. 

District  Notes. 

At  Sydney  continued  activity  is  reported 
and  the  printing  trade  is  mentioned  as 
being  specially  busy. 

The  demand  for  carpenters  to  work  at 
the  Port  Hastings  Coal  Company's  pier  has 
been  a  feature  of  particular  interest  in  that 
vicinity  during  the  month. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket during  August  was  practically  the  same 
as  in  July,  supply  and  demand  being  well 
balanced.  The  exceptional  activity  in  the 
building  trades  which  ruled  last  month  had 
slightly  declined.  Trade  is  in  a  healthy 
condition,  and  a  new  bank  was  opened  in 
Charlottetown  during  the  month.  The 
tourist  traffic  on  August  1  showed  an  im- 
provement over  the  month  of  July,  but  to- 
wards the  last  of  the  former  month  the 
volume  of  travel  began  to  decline.  The 
carpenters  employed  on  the  Hillsborough 
Bridge,  the  construction  of  which  is  being 
rapidly  pushed  forward,  have  had  an  in- 
crease in  their  wages,  the  minimum  wage 
per  day  now  being  $1.75  and  the  maximum 
$2.50.  Unskilled  labourers  on  the  above 
work  have  also  had  an  increase,  the  mini- 
mum being  $1.50  and  maximum  $1.75.  Re- 
lations between  employers  and  employees 
have  continued  harmonious. 

Harvesting  was  generally  in  progress 
throughout  the  province  at  the  end  of 
the  month,  and  the  supply  of  labour- 
ers   was    lessened    by    the    departure    of 
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600  harvesters  to  the  North-west.  The 
weather  was  favourable,  and  the  crop 
is  being  housed  in  good  condition.  About 
the  middle  of  the  month  the  crop  prospects, 
as  judged  from  the  bulletin  issued  by  the 
Provincial  Department  of  Agriculture  were 
as  follows  :  Hay  and  clover,  76*9  ;  wheat, 
104  5;  oats,  94*4;  corn,  48-6;  potatoes, 
81  6;  roots,  97 '4;  pasture,  64  7;  apples, 
83  8;  plums,  71 '4;  cherries,  60  9;  berries, 
68  -5.  The  output  from  the  cheese  fac- 
tories will  be  slightly  larger,  and  the  yield 
from  the  fisheries  in  August  will  equal  that 
of  July. 

The  lobster  fishing  season  in  one  section 
of  the  province  closed  on  August  20,  after 
an  average  catch  had  been  taken. 

The  Hillsborough  Bridge  and  Southern 
Railway  construction  has  been  vigorously 
carried  on,  and  some  men  had  to  be  brought 
from  the  other  provinces  to  supply  the 
demand  for  a  particular  class  of  workmen. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  been  fairly 
busy. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  been  steadily 
employed. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  report  a  slight  in- 
crease in  employment. 

Painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers 
have  not  been  as  busy  as  last  month. 

Plumbers  have  been  fairly  well  employed. 

Builders'  labourers  report  no  change 
from   last   month. 

Iron  moulders,  iron  workers  and  machin- 
ists have  had  steady  employment,  a  num- 
ber being  obliged  to  work  overtime,  the 
Hillsborough  Bridge  contractor  requiring 
a  large  amount  of  iron  work. 

Linemen  have  been  steadily  employed  at 
new  work  consequent  on  the  centralization 
of  the  electric  light  plant. 

Bicycle  workers  have  not  been  as  busy 
as  last  month. 

The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
showed  little  change  from  July. 

Printers  and  bookbinders  have  been  busv, 
the  demand  for  the  former  slightly  exceed- 
ing the   supply. 


Journeymen   tailors  have  found  August 
a  quieter  month  than  July. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  have  been  busy. 

Bakers  and  butchers  have  been  busy. 

Barbers  report  business  brisk. 

Railroadmen,  steamboatmen  and  long- 
shoremen have  been  busy. 

Unskilled  labour  was  employed  to  about 
the  same  extent  as  in  July. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 
the  past  month  were  on  the  whole  much 
the  same  as  in  July.  Construction  on  the 
Elm  Street  School  House  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and  a  new  chapel  is  being  added 
to  St.  Vincent's  convent,  giving  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  bricklayers. 
Bank  clearings  for  the  four  weeks  ending 
August  28,  amounted  to  $3,421,557  ;  for 
the  corresponding  period  last  year,  they 
were  $3,401,984,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favour  of  this  year  of  $19,573.  Wholesale 
and  retail  trade  is  reported  to  be  good,  the 
preparations  being  made  for  the  opening 
of  the  interprovincial  exhibition  tending 
to  give  an  impetus  to  trade  generally. 
About  15  or  20  men  quit  work  on  the 
I.C.R.  improvements  near  Gilbert's  Island 
the  first  of  the  month,  on  account  of  the 
hours  of  labour.  They  had  been  working 
ten  hours  a  day,  but  wanted  nine.  Some 
of  the  men  returned  next  day  and  the 
balance  a  few  days  later.  It  is  under- 
stood that  their  pay  has  been  increased 
live  cents  per  day. 

Agriculturists  report  the  hay,  grain  and 
root  crops  heavy  this  year,  but  that  po- 
int o  rot  has  appeared  in  some  places 
owing  to  the  prevailing  wet  weather  of 
the  season. 

The  fishing  industry  is  dull  now,  but  the 
men  are  looking  forward  to  a  good  run  of 
fall  shad. 

me  of  our  lumber  operators  are  mak- 
ing arrangements  to  send  men  into  the 
woods. 
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Bricklayers  and  masons  are  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  report  work 
plentiful. 

Painters  and  decorators  are  not  busy, 
work  being  reported  as  only  fair. 

Builders'  labourers  are  in  demand. 

Iron  moulders  report  work  good.  All 
the  moulders  who  went  on  strike  April, 
1901,  have  secured  work  elsewhere,  thus 
virtually  ending  the  difficulty. 

Machinists  arid  engineers  report  work 
fair. 

Woodworkers,  carriage  and  wagon  mak- 
ers are  busily  employed. 

Shingle  sawyers  and  Punchers  continue 
active. 

Printers,  pressmen  and  bookbinders  are 
pretty  steadily  employed,  although  there  is 
a  tendency  of  slackness  in  the  former 
trade. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  work  brisk. 

Oigarmakers  consider  business  fair. 

Broom  and  brush  makers  are  very  busy. 

Hotel  and  restaurant  employees  and 
railway  employees  continue  active  on  ac- 
count of  the  large  influx  of  tourists. 

Laundry  workers  are  exceptionally  busy. 

Freight  handlers  are  busy,  and  have 
received  a  slight  increase  in  pay,  ranging 
from  three  to  ten  cents  per  day. 

Steamboat  and  firemen  are  constantly 
3inployed. 

SJUp  labourers  report  work  only  fair. 

Street  railway  employees  are  very  active, 
several  new  conductors  being  added  to  the 
itafif  to  accommodate  the  large  number  of 
people  attending  the  exhibition. 

Cab  drivers  and  hackmen  are  also  busy. 

The  hod  carriers  and  mortar  men  or- 
ganized August  27,  with  about  seventy 
nembers. 

District  Notes. 

Dorchester. — Work   in  the  Intercolonial 

Copper    Mines    is    being    pushed  rapidly. 
2* 


About  2,500  feet  of  the  tramway  from  the 
mines  to  the  mill  will  be  put  in  operation 
as  soon  as  the  *  equipment  arrives. 

Hillsboro. — A  new  oil  well  was  shot  on 
August  15.  It  is  stated  that  the  well  has 
a  better  flow  than  those  at  Memramcook. 
The  crude  is  of  fine  quality,  worth  $6  per 
barrel. 

Woodpoint.— Between  3,000  and  4,000 
tons  have  been  shipped  to  Cape  Tormen- 
tine  from  the  Henry  C.  Head  quarry. 
Grindstones  are  also  being  manufactured 
for  shipment  to  the  United  States. 

Moncton. — The  moulders  strike  is  prac- 
tically at  an  end,  the  majority  of  the  men 
having  secured  work  elsewhere. 

QUEBEC,   QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  E.  Little  and  P.  J.  Jobin,  Cor- 
respondents, report  as  follows  : — 

General  labour  conditions  have  been  on 
the  whole  satisfactory  during  the  past 
month,  though  the  supply  has  been  uni- 
formly adequate  to  the  demand.  Activity 
is  chiefly  noticeable  in  the  building  and 
tourist  trades.  The  contract  for  the  erec- 
tion of  the  Ross  rifle  factory  has  been  sign- 
ed, and  the  sub-contract  for  the  masonry 
and  brickwork  in  connection  therewith  has 
been  let.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made  upon  the  Quebec  auditorium,  and  the 
contracts  for  the  electric  work,  roofing, 
steam  heating,  plumbing,  painting  and 
glazing,  &c,  have  been  awarded.  There 
has  been  no  unrest  in  the  labour  market 
during  the  month. 

Crops  have  made  good  progress  during 
the  latter  half  of  the  month,  and  an  abun- 
dant harvest  is  now  anticipated.  A  suffi- 
ciency of  men  for  the  garnering  of  the 
harvest  is  assured  by  the  shutting  down  of 
a  number  of  large  saw-mills,  which  have 
finished  their  season's   cut. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  on  the  Levis 
electric  railway. 

The  metal  and  shipbuilding  trades  have 
been  well  employed.  The  work  in  connec- 
tion with  the  latter  branch  has  been  car- 
ried  on   day   and   night.        The   steamship 
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Indiana  is  recently  out  of  the  graving  dock, 
and  two  other  iron  steamers  are  being  re- 
paired in  the  floating  docks,  with  others 
awaiting  their  turn.  Still  others  have  been 
forced  to  go  into  dock  in  New  York,  being 
unable  to  secure  the  necessary  accommo- 
dation here.  Corresponding  with  this  ac- 
tivity,-the  allied  trades  of  b oiler making , 
&c,  have  been  well  employed,  though  no 
overtime  has  been  worked. 

The  woodworking  trades  have  been  very 
busy  in  connection  both  with  new  build- 
ings being  erected  and.,  repairs  being  car- 
ried out  on  old  ones. 

Printers  report  trade  slack  toward  the 
end  of  the  month. 

With  bookbinders  work  has  been  plenti- 
ful. 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  report  conditions 
as  only  fair,  though  with  a  slight  improve- 
ment over  last  month. 

The  longshoremen  have  made  a  good 
month. 

Cigarmakers  report   work  plentiful. 

Tourist  travel  has  given  much  additional 
employment  during  the  month  to  railway 
and  steamboat  employees,  as  well  as  to 
street  railway  employees,  cab  drivers,  ex- 
pressmen, &c. 

Unskilled  labour  is  fully  employed,  a 
scarcity  of  men  in  some  instances  being 
recorded. 

District  Notes. 

Shawinigan  Falls. — A  new  labour  organi- 
zation has  been  formed  under  the  title  of 
the  Shawinigan  Protective  and  Benevo- 
lent Union. 

A  strike  of  the  employees  of  the  Belgo- 
Canadian  Pulp  Company  occurred,  the  men 
going  out  for  an  increase  in  wages  and  for 
modifications  of  certain  shop  rules.  The 
men  were  out  three  days  when  a  settlement 
was  arrived  at  through  the  intervention  of 
the  Mayor  and  Council,  concessions  being 
made  by  both  parties  to  the  dispute. 

Point  Levis. — The  Dominion  Govern- 
ment is  carrying  out  a  number  of  improve- 
ments at  the  Intercolonial -Railway  depot. 


SHERBROOKE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  11.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports    asi 
follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing the  month  of  August  has  shown  little 
change  from  that  of  the  previous  month. 
In  all  branches  of    skilled    industry  there 
has   been  activity.     In   the   machine  shops, 
the   demand   for    mechanics    is    especially 
good.     The  retail  trade  has    not    been    so, 
brisk  as  at  this  season  last  year,  owing  to 
the  exceptionally  wet  and  inclement  sum- 
mer.    As  a  consequence  the  dry  goodsmer-j 
chants  will  have,  in  most  instances,  to  carry 
over     a     considerable     quantity    of     stock.; 
There  have  been  no  industrial  disputes  be- 
tween employers  and  employees  during  the 
month. 

As  to  agricultural  conditions,  it  may  be! 
stated  that  the  hay  crop,  although  late  in| 
being  cut,  shows  a  larger  yield  than  that  of 
last   year.     In   some   cases   it   was   consid-i 
erably  damaged  by  the  heavy  rains   after 
cutting.      All  other   crops   are  very  good. 
Farmers  are  complaining  of  the  scarcity  of 
help,  and  although  they  are  offering    good 
wages,  are  unable  to  get  men  in  sufficient 
numbers.     The  inducements    held    out    by 
the  railway  companies  to  young  men  to  go 
west  on  the  harvest  excursions  is  alleged  by 
many  of  the  farming  community  to  account 
for  this  scarcity.     It^s  a  noticeable  feature 
that  many  who  go  out  remain  in  the  west. 

In  the  lumbering  industry  preparations 
are  being  made  for  the  winter's  work,  and 
men  are  being  hired  to  go  into  the  woods 
when  the  season  opens.  Although  the 
wages  paid  last  year  were  considered  very 
good,  lumbermen  will  be  compelled  to  raise 
them  in  order  to  secure  a  sufficient  number 
of  men.  As  high  as  $30  per  month  is  of- 
fered for  first-class  log-makers,  while  gen- 
eral hands  are  offered  $25.  This,  of  course, 
includes  board.  Only  a  few  years  ago  the 
prices  paid  did  not  exceed  $16  per  month. 

There  is  considerable  activity  at  the  as- 
bestos mines  at  Black  Lake  and  Thetford. 
Within  the  last  few  weeks  several  copper 
properties  have  been  opened  up  by  Ameri- 
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can  capitalists,  and  this  has  given  employ- 
ment to  quite  a  number  of  men.  It  has 
been  decided  to  erect  a  smelter  at  Sher- 
brooke  for  the  treatment  of  copper  and  iron 
ores  from  the  mines  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Surveyors  are  at  work  surveying  a  new 
route  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  be- 
tween Lennoxville  and  Cookshire,  a  dis- 
tance of  12  miles. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  been  fully 
employed  during  the  month,  several  large 
1  contracts  being  held  by  local  contractors  in 
the  city  and  district.  At  the  new  mills  of 
the  new  pulp  and  paper  mills,  Brompton, 
Messrs.  D.  G.  Loomis  &  Sons  have  some 
sixty  bricklayers  and  labourers  employed. 
A  Quebec  firm  of  contractors  have  the  large 
additions  to  the  head  offices  of  the  Eastern 
Township  Bank,  and  have  a  large  gang  of 
masons  at  work.  There  is  considerable 
work  in  alterations  and  additions  to  hotels, 
&c,  and  several  new  wooden  dwellings  are 
under  way,  which  keep  the  carpenters  and 
joiners  busy. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  find  plenty  of 
work. 

Painters  and  decorators  are  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Builders'   labourers  are  very  scarce. 

Iron  moulders  report  work  as  being  very 
good.  A  casting  reported  to  be  the  largest 
ever  turned  out  in  eastern  Canada  was  suc- 
cessfully cast  in  Jencke's  last  week.  It 
weighed  70,000  pounds. 

Machinists  are  very  busy.  The  orders  in 
the  two  large  shops  which  make  a  specialty 
of  mining  machinery  will  keep  the  men 
fully  employed  for  some  months  to  come. 

Blacksmiths  report  work  as  steady. 

Wood  workers  in  sash  and  door  factories 
report    work    during    the  month    as    being 
j  somewhat  quiet. 

Carriage  and  vjagon  makers  report  busi- 
ness good,  both  in  regard  to  new  work  and 
repairs. 

Pattern  makers  are  fully  employed. 

Printers  and  pressmen  are  working  over- 
time, owing  to  some  big  rush  orders. 


Journeymen  tailors  report  business 
brightening  up  a  little  from  that  of  last 
month. 

Garment  workers  find  work  fairly  plenti- 
ful. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  report  business 
good. 

Cigarmakers  are  in  good  demand,  and 
both  factories  are  running  to  full  capacity. 

The  laundry  work  was  considerably  af- 
fected this  month  by  the  unsettled  weather. 

Cabmen,  hackmen  and  carters  have  plenty 
of  work. 

Unskilled  labour  is  very  scarce,  and  quite 
a  number  of  Italians  have  settled  in  this 
section,  finding  ready  employment.  Messrs. 
Greenleaf  &  Doring,  American  contrac- 
tors, who  are  erecting  a  new  dam  and 
paper  mills  at  Windsor  Mills,  have  about 
400  men  employed  at  the  former  work,  and 
more  would  be  given  employment  if  they 
applied. 

THREE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

The  conditions  of  the  labour  market  in 
the  city  and  district  have  been  very  satis- 
factory and  much  better  than  during  the 
previous  month.  Labourers  have  been  very 
busy  and  scarce.  In  fact  a  number  had 
to  be  brought  in  from  the  surrounding 
country  to  help  in  the  unloading  of  ships. 
The  principal  sources  of  employment  have 
been  the  loading  and  unloading  of  vessels 
at  the  elevator.  The  laying  of  gas  mains 
for  the  Gas  Company  and  work  on  the 
new  wharf  commenced  three  weeks  ago. 
Dredging  has  proceeded  very  rapidly  and 
a  large  portion  has  already  been  completed. 
A  goodly  number  of  vessels  have  entered 
this  port  during  the  month.  Some  of  them 
came  to  load  with  lumber  and  the  others 
to  discharge  coal  and  plumbago.  In  the  dry 
goods  and  groceries  lines  conditions  are 
much  better  than  last  month. 

The  coal  trade  has  not  been  good,  a 
condition  due  to    the    existing  strike.     On 
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the  other  hand,  the  lumber  trade  is  much 
better  and  the  merchants  are  doing  a 
splendid  business.  The  mills  sawing  logs 
are  continuously  employed,  but  there  are 
still  1,000,000  logs  to  be  sawn.  The  mills 
will  have  to  run  night  and  day  if  these 
logs  are  to  be  cut  this  year. 

Farming  this  year  is  in  general  twenty 
per  cent  better  than  last.  The  hay  crop 
is  now  garnered  and  is  forty  per  cent  better 
than  last  year,  and  in  certain  localities 
room  cannot  be  found  for  the  whole  of 
it.  Oats  are  also  more  abundant.  The 
potatoe  crop  is  about  the  same. 

The  fishing  industry  has  been  very  quiet. 

The  factories  have  all  work  and  some 
of  them  are  not  able  to  fill  their 
orders. 

Tailors  are  very  busy. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  well  em- 
ployed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  in  great  de- 
mand, and  receive  good  wages. 

Painters  have  been  busier  than  last 
month. 

The  glove,  and  boot  and  shoe  manufac- 
turers have  a  great  deal  of  work  and  are 
employing  a  large  number  of  hands. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,.    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  has 
been  more  favourable  during  the  present 
than  it  was  during  the  past  month.  All 
classes  of  workmen  have  been  fully  em- 
ployed and  in  some  of  the  manufactures 
overtime  has  been  the  rule.  Banking  in- 
stitutions report  flourishing  conditions. 
No  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  hours 
of  labour  or  in  rates  of  wages. 

Notwithstanding  unfavourable  weather 
the  farmers  have  been  able  to  save  their  hay 
crop  in  good  condition.  They  report  that 
the  grain  crop  is  going  to  be  very  abun- 
dant. 


Carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  a  good 
month. 

Plumbers  have  been  very  busy. 

Machinists  have  had  more  than  an  or- 
dinary share  of  work,  and  competent  hands 
are  in  demand. 

Blacksmiths  have  been  fairly  well  em- 
ployed during  the  month. 

Printers  have  had  a  great  deal  of  work 
during  the  month. 

Bakers  are  doing  a  good  business. 

.  Tanners  and  curriers  have  been  busier 
during  the  month  than  for  some  time  past. 

Cigarmakers  have  had  plenty  of  work 
during  the  month  and  have  formed  a 
uinon.  The  cigar  factory  employs  at  pres- 
ent about  sixty  persons  composed  of  men, 
women  and  children.  The  manufacturer 
has  decided  to  use  the  blue  union  label  on 
his  cigars.  There  is  a  demand  in  this 
branch  for  competent  workmen. 

HULL,   QUE,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Rodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

August  compares  very  favourably  with 
the  past  two  months,  and  with  the  cor- 
responding month  in  last  year  to  the  ex- 
tent to  which  labour  generally  was  em- 
ployed. On  the  whole  the  past  month  has 
been  exceptionally  active  with  the  demand 
for  labour  much  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
The  usual  picking  up  of  business  after  a 
good  crop  is  in  part  accountable  for  this, 
bu't  the  field  of  activity  spreads  also  to 
lumbering ,  building,  shipping,  &c.  Wages 
offered  to  bushmen  are  higher  than  are 
known  to  have  been  paid.  A  firm  lum- 
bering in  the  district  of  Lake  Superior 
offered  to  hire  men  at  from  $28  to  $60  per 
month  and  board  for  shantying  this  win- 
ter, with  promise  of  keeping  them  for 
sawing  in  the  mill  for  the  next  five  years 
at  the  best  possible  wages.  Permanent 
agents  have  been  appointed  in  different 
centres  with  orders  to  hire  all  the  time  ; 
yet  in  spite  of  these  attempts  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  cannot  be  found. 
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Crops  are  reported  from  all  parts  of  the' 
county  to  be  most  satisfactory.  Hay  is 
heavy  but  prices,  it  is  feared,  will  not 
reach  what  they  were  during  the  African 
war. 

Lumbering ,  shipping,  paper  and  pulp 
making  are  very  active. 

Mica  milling  is  active  in  the  Ottawa 
district,  and  the  demand  is  quite  equal  to 
the  production. 

The  development  of  phosphate  proper- 
ties is  going  on  in  a  limited  way,  although 
the  price  is  still  very  low,  some  of  the 
better  properties,  such  as  the  Little  Rapids, 
High  Rock,  Union  and  one  or  two  other 
properties  in  the  township  of  Templeton, 
may  still  be  worked  at  a  profit. 

A  fire  which  occurred  in  August  in  the 
Sills  mica  shops  in  Ottawa,  threw  about 
30  Hull  girls  out  of  employment  for  some 
time,  but  they  found  work  at  the  General 
Electric   Company. 

The  girls  at  the  Eddy  match  shop  here 
resumed  work  after  a  month's  holiday. 
About  200  from  Hull  are  employed  at  that 
work. 

The  building  trades  are  all  exceptionally 
busy,  and  will  be  kept  so  for  some  time,  as 
it  has  been  practically  decided  to  build 
large  pulp  mills  on  Table  Rock  for  the 
Ottawa  and  Hull  Power  Company  in  Hull. 
This  is  a  two-year  job.  Other  extensive 
buildings  are  those  being  put  up  by  Hull 
contractors  for  the  government  at  Ottawa, 
and  which  employ  a  good  number  of  Hull 
men.  The  construction  of  the  royal  mint 
is  another  opening  for  the  building  trades. 
In  Hull  proper,  a  score  of  buildings,  stone 
and  brickj  including  offices  and  shops  at' 
Eddy's,  are  going  forward.  Wages  vary 
from  $1.35  to  $3  per  day. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

August  was  not  a  month  of  exceptional 
activity  in  Ottawa.  The  first  two  weeks 
were  quiet  in  business  circles  owing  to  the 


unseasonable  weather,  and  to  the  fact  that 
the  farmers  were  busily  engaged  harvest- 
ing. In  the  city,  labour  was  fairly  well 
employed,  while  in  the  county  there  was 
an  active  demand  for  farm  help.  A  large 
number  left  this  district  to  work  in  the 
western  grain  fields,  including  about  two 
hundred  young  men  from  this  city. 

There  was  no  exceptional  activity  in 
any  particular  trade.  All  the  building 
trades  were  steadily  employed,  but  a  doubt 
as  to  the  future  was  caused  by  a  strike  of 
the  plumbers  and  steamfitters  which  show- 
ed no  sign  of  being  settled  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  men  filed  a  request  for 
increased  wages  and  a  change  in  shop  re- 
gulations which  the  employers  did  not 
notice  and  the  strike  ensued.  The  re- 
vised schedule  demanded  :  First,  that 
every  plumber  shall  receive  $1.50  per  day 
for  the  first  six  months  after  he  has  serv- 
ed his  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  after 
which  time  he  shall  receive  the  standard 
rate.  Second,  that  no  master  plumbers 
shall  send  out  any  apprentice  or  helpers  to 
do  any  work  pertaining  to  plumbing  or 
steam-fitting  until  he  has  served  his  full 
term  of  four  years.  Third,  that  25£  cents 
per  hour  be  the  minimum  rate  of  pay  for 
all  tradesmen.  Fourth,  that  one  apprentice 
shall  be  employed  for  every  five  plumbers 
or  section  thereof  in  each  shop.  The 
union  decreed  that  these  clauses  should  go 
into  effect  on  August  25,  and  not  receiving 
a  consent  from  the  employers  the  strike 
resulted.  It  is  said  that  the  employers 
are  favourable  to  a  25  cents  an  hour 
minimum  rate  for  competent  men,  but 
refuse  to  allow  the  union  to  enforce  its 
shop  regulations.  The  present  minimum 
wage  is  22£  cents  an  hour. 

A  large  number  of  shanty  men  left  for 
the  bush  during  the  month.  The  demand 
for  men  exceeds  the  supply  and  wages  are 
/the  highest  in  years. 

There  was  considerable  discussion  at  the 
second  meeting  of  the  Allied  Trades  and 
Labour  Association  in  August,  over  a  pro- 
posal to  withdraw  the  privileges  of  the 
delegates    from    the    International   Book- 
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binders  Union  to  a  seat  in  that  body. 
There  are  only  a  few  members  in  the 
•National  Union,  which  is  exclusively  local 
•in  character,  the  bulk  of  the  members  of 
that  trade  belonging  to  the  branch  of  the 
International  Union  here.  The  Interna- 
tional men  desire  the  National  men  to  go 
into  that  Brotherhood,  and  as  an  induce- 
ment reduced  the  initiation  costs  from  $10 
to  $2.50.  The  National  men,  however,  de- 
cided not  to  affiliate  and  the  differences 
which  arose  were  transferred  to  the  Allied 
Association.  The  motion  to  expel  the 
National  union  delegates  was  defeated,  and 
the  situation  remains  as  it  was  and  as  it 
has  been  for  a  few  years  back. 

•  Railroad  men  had  a  very  busy  month 
owing  to  the  numerous  excursions  and 
heavy  traffic  in  connection  with  the  Cen- 
tral Canada  Exhibition. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  William  Kelly,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  generally  continues  to  be  fully 
employed,  with  no  diminution  in  the  de- 
mand for  mechanics  and  labourers  of  near- 
ly every  kind.  Exceptional  activity  con- 
tinues to  prevail  in  connection  with  the 
building  trades,  transportation,  shipping, 
banking,  &c,  also  continue'  very  active, 
while  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  ex- 
ceptionally good.  There  have  been  no 
changes  in  rates  of  wages,  or  hours  of 
labour,  and  no  strikes  or  lockouts  reported 
during  the  month.  The  strike  at  the 
Canadian  Locomotive  Works,  however,  con- 
tinues. The  company  has  commenced  suit 
against  the  strikers  for  $30,000  damages. 

Harvesting  is  in  full  operation,  and 
crops  of  every  kind  are  most  abundant* 
The  lumber,  fishing,  manufacturing  and 
mining  industries,  also  continue  active. 

Metal  workers,  engineers,  shipbuilders, 
&c,  continue  to  be  fully  employed. 

The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
also  continue  active. 

The  printing  and  allied  trades  are  very 
brisk. 


Clothiers  report  increased  business. 

Trades  engaged  in  the  preparation  of 
foods,  tobaccos,  &c,  are  very  busy. 

The  leather  trades  continue  somewhat 
dull. 

Barbers,  broommakers,  clerks,  furriers, 
hotel  and  laundry  employees  are  rushed. 

Trades  engaged  in  the  transport  busi- 
ness, railroad  men,  freight  handlers,  street 
railway  employees,  cabmen,  teamsters  and 
unskilled   labourers   are  well  employed. 

District  Notes. 

The  Kingston  District  Eair  has  proved 
a  more  complete  success,  financially  and 
otherwise,  than  for  many  years.  The  ex- 
hibits generally  were  above  the  average, 
and  the  attendance,  considering  the  busy 
season,  very  satisfactory. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRACT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports   as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  and  district  shows  no  material 
change  from  the  month  preceding.  There 
is  plenty  of  work  in  all  branches  of  trade 
and  unskilled  workmen  are  very  busy.  The 
city  is  building  granolithic  pavements  and 
a  great  many  men  are  employed  in  this 
work.  In  consequence  of  the  burning 
down  of  the  moulding  shop  attached  to 
Marsh  &  Hawthorne's  foundry  together 
with  its  contents  on  August  21,  about 
twenty  men  were  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment for  a  couple  of  weeks.  The  work- 
men lost  all  their  tools.  The  firm  was 
rushed  with  orders  at  the  time.  The  loss 
is  covered  by  insurance.  In  the  building 
trades  the  month  has  been  a  good  one. 
Some  contractors  report  that  they  have 
been  obliged  to  send  elsewhere  for  men. 
Banks  report  a  good  month's  business  and 
merchants  report  the  month  ahead  of  last 
month. 

There  have  been  no  strikes  or  lock-outs 
exists  between  the  workmen  and  their  em- 
exists  among  the  workmen  and  their  em- 
ployers. 
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The  month  has  been  a  busy  one  among  There  is  no  noticeable  change  to  report 

the  farming   class.     The   crop  has  been  a  in  the  general  conditions  and  prospects  of 

very  heavy  one.  labour  since  last  month.     Nearly  all  classes 

_.             t-iii                  •              jr      +i.«  of  skilled  and  unskilled  labour  are  in  de- 

The  month  has  been  a  quiet  one  lor  the  . 

„  ,               .       ,  .  ■    , .      .  .  mand,  and  in  some  lines  there  is  a  consid- 

fishermen  m  this  district.  . 

'  erable  shortage  ol  help,     lhe    opening  ol 

Lumbering  operations  are  at  a  stand  still  the  Toronto  Industrial  Exhibition  on  Mon- 

at  present.    During  the  past  week  the  last  day,  September  1,  and  the  anticipated  in- 

drive  of  logs  of  the  season  was  rafted  and  flux  0f  visitors  to  the  city  has  had  a  stimu- 

taken  to  Trenton.     The  men  will  soon  go  lating  effect  upon  all  kinds  of  business,  and 

to   the   woods   again  to   cut  next  season's  has  increased  the  local  demand  for  labour 

supply.  in  many  branches.     The    prospects    of    a 

Mining  is  going  steadily  on  and  a  great  good  harvest,  both  in  Ontario  and  in  the 

many  men  find  employment  in  the  different  North-west,  have  also  encouraged  manufac- 

properties  in  North  Hastings.  turers  and  merchants  to  prepare  for  a  brisk 

.    .  fall  and  winter  season,  and  as  a  result  the 

Manufacturing  at  present  is  m  a  healthy  workers  in  near]y  all  trades  have  plenty  of 

condition.    The  lock  factory  is  rushed  with  empioyment 

orders  and  the  prospects  are  very  bright  for 

this  institution.    A  local  company  recently  The  building  trades  are  all  well  employed, 

shipped  1,000  dozen  lanterns  to  Winnipeg,  conditions  being  similar   to  those  of    last 

and  reports  business  steadily  increasing.  season,  owing  to  the  great  demand  for  resi- 

Bricklayers   and  masons  report  a  busy  prices,  new  business  places  and  factories, 

month,  and  the  prospects  ahead  are  bright.  ™ere  ™s  a  noticaabk  shortage  of  brick- 

layers  about  the  middle  of  the  month,  but 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  all  the  work  since  that  time  the  demand  has  been  filled. 

they  can  attend  to.  Very  few  carpenters  are  out  of  employment. 

Lathers   and   plasterers   report    a    busy  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  busy.    Plumbers 

,i  and  steamfitters  are  in  many  cases  working 

overtime  and  have  work  ahead  for  months. 

Painters  report  a  good  month  and  plenty  There  is  a  demand  for  more  men  in   both 

of  orders  on  hand.  these  branches,  more  especially  in  the  for- 

Plumbers  and  steamfitters  report  a  busy  mer. 

month.  The  metal  trades  offer  plenty  of  employ- 

Stonecutters  are  very  busy  in  this  dis-  ment.    Iron  moulders  are  all    busy.     The 

trict  at  present.  men  thrown  temporarily  out    of    employ- 
ment by  the  strike  at  the  Gurney  foundry 

Machinists  and  moulders  report  a  very  Qn  ^  ^  .^^  w  succeeded  in  find. 

busy  month.  ing     WQrk    eisewhere.    Machinists,    black- 

The  barbers  of  this  city  have  formed  a  smiths,  boilermakers  and  sheet  metal  worlc- 

local  union  for  the  purpose  of  getting  bet-  ers   have  had   a    prosperous    month.     The 

ter   prices  for   their   work.     Hair   cutting  construction  of  a  new  steel  boat  for    the 

has  advanced  five  cents,  whisker  trimming  Algoma  Navigation  Company,  by  the  Ber- 

five  cents,  razor  honing  ten  cents.  tram  Shipbuilding  Company,  here,  to  cost 

Printers  report  a  very  busy  month.  $H0,000,_  will   give  employment   to    many 

men  during  the  fall. 

TORONTO     ONT     AND   DISTRICT  Jewellers  and  silversmiths    have    had    a 

good  month,  and  manufacturers  find  it  diffi- 

Mr.   Phillips   Thompson,   Correspondent,  cult   to   overtake    orders.     Some   establish- 

reports  as  follows  :—  ments  are  working  overtime. 
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Wood  workers  report  a  good  demand  for  workers  from  the  east  who  have  found  em- 
labour.     The  piano  trade  is  very  brisk,  and  ployment  in  the  shops  here, 
practically  no  men  in  that  trade  are  out  of  Laundry  workers   find  business   active  ; 
wo     '  some  of  the  establishments  are  anxious  to 

Printers    have    had     about    an    average  engage  additional  female  labour, 

month.  Xhe  tide  of  summer  travel  and  the  har- 

BookUnders  are  a  little  slack,  as  is  not  testers'  excursions  to  Manitoba  made  Aug- 

unusual  at  this  season,  but  expect  a  busy  ust  a    bus^  month  for  a11  engaged  in  rail- 

£a2j  way   work    and    transportation    generally. 

The  long  shoremen  j  however,  are  still  inac- 

Journeymen   tailors    (custom)    report    a  tiye  on  account  of  the  continuance  of  the 

somewhat  busier    season    than    customary  anthracite  coal  strike. 

for  midsummer,  with  few,  if  any,  out    of  -0-77,          1           -,            ^    ? 

i       to,        4.4.1               £  4.x.     Tm     lx       -j.,  Railroad  teamsters,  who  work  irom  6.15 

work.     1  he  settlement  of  the  difficulty  with  . 

i                   4-iT.                        j  x-  a.m.,  usually  until  7  p.m.,  are  agitating  for 

employers  as   to  workshop   accommodation  ■               ^ 

has  been  deferred  for  the  present.  ^' 

The  cornice  sheet  metal  workers  employ- 
er arment   workers   on   ready-made   goods  3  *      .r     -w-  .  v    t»     jz       n      ie  •          ~, 
.          .                  ...            .        /      mi     fo     n  ed  by  the  Metahc  Roofing  Co.,  15  in  num- 

have  been  steadily  employed.       lhe  trade  ,                                     -i       a             a-xi_          .1 

.      .  .    *               .  ber,  went  out  on  strike  August  <th,  on  the 

01  loronto  in  this  line  continues  to  develop,  ,    .-,    ,    ,T                        u  j       x      j 

.                                      f  ground  that  the   company  had  refused  to 

and  there  is  an  active  demand  for  female  ,1                                      j    •         1. 

.  .           .     .      .  .,,    .         .         .  ...   ,     ■_  sign   the   agreement   entered   into   between 

labour,   both  skilled   and  unskilled.     Some  ,,       ,              ,   ■,         1             j  .1      n  _ 

.        '                           .  the  sheet  metal  workers  and  the  firms  em- 
shops  have  been  working  overtime,  but  this  1     .        .  1         n          x  i  v            rr^             u 

,           .    .                 ,,          .         -           ,  ploying  that  class  of  labour,     lhe  men  be- 

tendency  is  less  prevalent  than  formerly.  ,                       .,            •                ..     -.     ,    ., 

°  longing  to  other  unions,  particularly  those 

The  manufacture  of  women's  underwear  employed  on  the  Exhibition  buildings  and 

is  an  industry  that  has  also  grown  very  rap-  at  Poison's  ship  yard,  refused  to  handle  the 

idly  in  Toronto  of  late.     Five  large  estab-  goods  of  the  company.     The  Metalic  Roof- 

Jishments   in   this   line   have   been   started  ing  Co.,  has  applied  to  Mr.  Justice  Falcon- 

during  the  past  two  years,  and  the  number  bridge  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  local 

of  operatives,  nearly  all  females,  engaged  union  No.  30,  Amalgamated   Sheet  Metal 

in  this  branch  is  upwards  of  800.     They  are  Workers'   International    Association,    and 

paid  by  piece  work.     A  grievance  of  which  certain  members  of  the  union,  from  unlaw- 

many  of  them  complain  is  that  they    are  fully  interfering  with  the  company's  busi- 

charged  for  the  thread  and  buttons    they  ness.      The   unions    and    the    members    in 

use,   which    in   some    cases    reduces     their  question  are  also  being  sued  for  damages. 

wages  by  50  cents  per  week.  0n  the  25th  of  the  month  the  Secretary 

Boot  and  shoe  workers  continue  well  em-  Treasurer  of  the  Toronto  Carpet  Manufac- 

ployed.     There   is   a   growing   tendency   in  lairing  Company  was  fined  $50  and  costs 

this  line  towards  the  engagement  of  female  b^  Police  Magistrate  Denison  for  a  breach 

labour.  °^  the  Alien  Labour  Act.     There  were  two  j 

charges  brought  against  him  for  the  bring- 

Bakers  and  confectioners  are  particularly  ing  in  of  WOrkmen  from  Lowell,  Mass.    It 

busy  at  present,  in  view  of  the  approach  of  was  pr0Ved  on  the  trial  that  one  was  a  na-  \ 

the  Industrial  Exhibition,  and  are  likely  to  tive  0f  Quebec,  so  the  charge  was  dismiss- 1 

be  in  good  demand  until  the  Christmas  holi-  ed#     The  other,  however,  testified  that  he 

days*  was  born  in  Connecticut.    He  was  declared  ; 

Cigarmakers  are  all  employed,  and  many  to  be  an  alien  and  the  magistrate  imposed 

others  could    obtain  work.     The    trade    is  the  minimum  fine. 

largely  concentrating  in  Toronto,  and  there  The  strike  of  the  textile  workers  against 

have  recently  been  many  arrivals  of  skilled  the    Carpet    Manufacturing    Company   is] 
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still  on.     The  Company  is  importing  help 
from  Quebec  province. 

District  Notes. 

Toronto  Junction  will  shortly  be  sup- 
plied with  electrical  power  by  the  Humber 
Power  Company,  the  wires  for  which  are 
now  being  strung.  The  Council  has  agreed 
to  accept  electric  light  from  the  company, 
commencing  October  1. 

The  Schromberg  and  Aurora  electric  rail- 
way  was  completed  on  Friday  last.  It  con- 
nects with  the  Metropolitan  line  at  Bond's 
Lake,  and  will  enable  the  people  of 
Schromberg  to  reach  Toronto  in  an  hour 
and  a  half,  and  bring  in  the  trade  of  a  rich 
agricultural  district. 

HAMILTON,   ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

The  labour  market  at  the  close  of  this 
month  in  comparison  with  July  is  about 
the  same.  Opportunities  for  employment 
are  very  good  in  most  trades.  The  indus- 
trial prospects  of  the  city  are  very  bright. 
The  Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Company 
has  decided  to  manufacture  electrical 
machinery  here.  About  1,000  men  are  to 
be  employed  in  the  new  factory,  and  elec- 
trical machinery  of  the  very  latest  kinds 
will  be  made  in  this  city.  The  Deering 
Harvester  plant  is  also  under  way  and  its 
buildings  are  of  the  following  dimensions, 
350  feet  by  90  feet  ;  290  by  80,  and  the 
third  250  by  80.  The  fourth  is  consider- 
bly  smaller,  being  40  x  40  feet.  Large  ship- 
ments of  wool  were  made  from  Hamilton 
during  the  month,  one  firm  shipping 
$5,000  worth  to  Lawrence,  Mass.  The 
labour  market  has  experienced  two  or  three 
disturbances  during  the  month  by  bakers, 
electrical  workers  and  hatters  demanding 
shorter  hours  and  increased  pay  in  the 
former  two  cases.  The  latter  case  was* 
one  of  discipline  and  was  quickly  remedied. 
The  bakers  secured  an  advance  in  wages 
while  the  electrical  workers'  demands  are 

being  arbitrated. 
3* 


The  quotations  on  the  market  at  the 
end  of  the  month  were  as  follows:  Old 
wheat,  80  cents  a  bushel  ;  new  wheat,  72 
cents  ;  old  oats,  48  cents  to  48£  cents  ; 
new  oats,  29  cents  to  30J  cents  ;  rye,  51' 
cents.  Hay  was  $10  to  $12  a  ton,  and 
straw,  $6. 

Agriculturists  in  the  outer  country  dis- 
tricts are  very  busy,  threshing  going  on 
everywhere.  The  grain  threshers  of  Hal- 
ton  are  about  to  become  affiliated  with  the 
International  Grain  Threshers'  Protective 
Association.  The  objects  of  the  organi- 
zation are  to  establish  a  universal  price  of 
work  and  to  reduce  expenses  in  advertising. 

Manufacturing  is  fairly  prosperous  and 
business  is  generally  good.  The  double 
tracking  of  the  G.T.R.,  beyond  St.  Cath- 
arines, and  the  extension  of  the  H.  G.  &  B. 
Electric  Railway  is  giving  employment  to 
many  unskilled  labourers. 

The  iron  industries,  such  as  rolling 
mills,  smelters,  &c,  are  very  busy  as  well 
as  stove  and  other  iron  foundries. 

Coal  is  reported  as  being  plentiful  in 
the  city  at  $7  per  ton,  having  advanced 
from  $6.  Wood  has  been  advanced  from 
50  cents  to  $1  per  cord.  The  ice  business 
which  is  an  extensive  one  here,  as  well  as 
mineral  water  industries,  has  suffered 
considerable  loss  owing  to  continued  cool 
weather.  Hotels  are  also  generally  affect- 
ed. The  Hamilton  Iron  and  Steel  Com- 
pany, at  its  annual  meeting  during  the 
month,  declared  a  6  per  cent  dividend.  It 
was  decided  to  double  the  capacity  of  the 
steel  plant  and  put  in  other  apparatus  at 
a  cost  of  $200,000. 

The  building  trades  are  enjoying  a  very 
busy  season  and  bricklayers,  carpenters, 
plumbers  and  builders'  labourers  are  all 
well  employed  at  good  wages. 

Iron  moulders  on  machinery  and  agri- 
cultural implements  are  fairly  busy,  but 
stove  plate  moulders  are  very  busy  and 
never  in  the  history  of  the  trade  in  this 
city  were  conditions  better.  Some  350  men 
are  employed. 
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Machinists  and  engineers  are  enjoying  a 
share  of  the  busy  season.  Electrical  work- 
ers, linemen,  operators,  &c,  are  out  on 
strike  awaiting  the  selection  of  arbitra- 
tors who  will  settle  their  differences  with 
their  employers. 

Stove  mounters  are  very  busy  and  all 
men  are  well  employed. 

The  furniture  working  trades  and  hard 
wood  house  fitters,  varnishers,  polishers, 
&c,  are  fairly  busy  and  few  idle  men  are 
in  the  city  in  this  line. 

There  are  about  25  coopers  employed  in' 
the  city  at  fair  wages  and  steady  work. 

The  printing  trades  are  all  very  busy 
and  an  idle  printer  is  unknown  here  at 
present.  Good  wages  prevail  and  this  may 
also  be  said  of  all  of  the  allied  crafts. 

Journeymen  tailors  and  garment  work- 
ers have  had  a  dull  season. 

Hat  makers  are  fairly  busy.  A  strike 
occurred  in  the  local  hat  factory  through  a 
non-union  man  being  employed.  The  man 
left  and  the  men  returned  to  work. 

The  hoot  and  shoe  making  trade  is  a  lit- 
tle better  this  month  than  last. 

Bakers  report  trade  very  good.  The  shop 
which  locked  out  the  men  has  engaged  non- 
union men,  and  the  men  have  secured  em- 
ployment elsewhere.  The  journeymen  bak- 
ers during  the  month  asked  an  increase  of 
wages,  and  presented  the  following  scale : — 

*  Foremen  shall  receive  not  less  than  $18 
per  week  ;  journeymen  not  less  than  $11 
per  week  ;  helpers  not  less  than  $8  per 
week  ;  jobbers  not  less  than  25  cents  per 
hour. 

Day  men  shall  not  receive  less  than  $10 
per  week. 

No  master  baker  to  be  permitted  to  keep 
a  union  man  in  board. 

No  union  man  to  be  allowed  to  work  on 
any  holiday,  only  to  prepare  for  the  night 
following.' 

The  master  bakers  and  men  met  together, 
however,  and  the  following  scale  of 
wages  was  agreed  upon  : — Foremen,  $18 
per    week;    journeymen,    $11    per    week  ; 


day  hands,  $10  per  week  ;  jobbers, 
20  cents  an  hour  ;  helpers,  $8  a  week. 
The  men  withdrew  the  clause  respecting 
men  not  working  on  legal  holidays. 
In  their  original  document  they  ask- 
ed that  two-year  apprenticeship  be  classed 
as  jobbers  and  paid  $8  a  week,  but  later 
they  agreed  to  alter  this,  and  now  three 
years'  apprenticeship  will  make  a  man  a 
journeyman.  Their  demand  that  union  men 
only  be  employed  was  altered  to  read  that 
union  men,  if  competent,  be  employed.  The 
new  agreement  will  go  into  effect  on  Sep- 
tember 1,  and  will  be  binding  until  May  1. 
The  men  will  give  two  weeks  notice  in  fu- 
ture when  they  want  alterations  made. 

There  is  considerable  activity  in  the 
butcher  business  here,  several  large  outside 
firms  having  established  agencies  in  the 
city.     A  butchers'  union  was  formed. 

Cigarmakers  are  very  busy. 

Leathers  workers  on  horse  goods  are  fair- 
ly busy. 

Barbers  have  had  a  busy  month,  the  ad- 
vanced prices  are  working  satisfactorily. 

Railway  men  are  well  employed. 

Longshoremen  have  been  very  slack  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Street  railway  employees  are  very  busy. 

Cab  drivers,  carters,  teamsters  and  ex- 
pressmen are  having  a  fair  share'  of  pros- 
perity. 

During  the  month  a  union  of  Meat  Cut- 
ters and  Butcher  Workmen  was  formed, 
affiliated  witli  the  International  Union. 

A  brewery  workmen's  union  was  also 
formed,  affiliated  with  the  International 
Union,  Secretary,  Jas.  Freeborne,  32  Claude 
Ave. 

A  theatre  employees'  union  was  also  or- 
ganized during  the  month. 

The  Police  Magistrate  fined  three  tailors 
50  cents  each  for  violating  the  Lord's  Day 
Act  and  working  on  Sunday. 

District  Notes. 

Dundas. — During  the  month  a  serious 
fire  occurred  at  the  works  of  the  Canadian 
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Cotton  Batting  Company's  works,  putting 
several  men  out  of  work  and  involving  a 
loss  of  $3,500. 

The  Valley  City  Seating  Company  has 
received  an  order  from  the  old  country  for 
$50,000  worth  of  goods.  There  is  a  pros- 
pect of  a  glass  factory  starting  in  town, 
employing  about  40  men. 

Port  Colborne. — A  large  number  of  Itali- 
ans, who  had  been  employed  on  the  harbour 
works  here  and  who  started  for  the  United 
States  recently,  were  turned  back  by  the 
United  States  Immigration  Inspector  at 
Buffalo.  Municipal  and  government  works 
employ  a  number  of  men.  The  labour  mar- 
ket is  in  good  condition. 

Welland. — Boiler  and  engine  works  and 
ship  yard  are  running  to  fullest  capacity. 
Wire  fence  works  running  night  and  day. 
The  new  flour  mill  is  running  full  time. 
Building  operations  are  reported  good,  and 
there  are  good  prospects  for  the  location  of 
a  large  ship  yard  and  a  $4,000,000  steel 
plant  here.  The  Dominion  Government 
has  placed  in  the  year's  estimates  $250,- 
000  for  improvements  to  the  Welland  Can- 
al within  ten  miles  of  here. 

Niagara  Falls. — There  is  a  splendid  de- 
mand for  unskilled  labour.  Several  small 
strikes  for  higher  wages  have  failed.  Build- 
ing operations  are  brisk.  Municipal  works 
employ  quite  a  number  of  men.  Factories 
all  running  full  time.  The  double  tracking 
of  Grand  Trunk  Railway  west  of  here  em- 
ploys many  teams  and  large  gangs  of  un- 
skilled foreign  labour. 

St.  Catharines. — The  saw  makers  of  St. 
Catharines  have  organized. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

The  conditions  of  the  labour  market  con- 
tinue to  be  as  favourable  as  during  July, 
and  more  favourable  than  during  the  cor- 
responding month  of  last  year.  One  of 
the  large  Agricultural  factories,  employing 
between  600  and  700  men,  which  usually 


completes  the  season's  work  about  the  1st 
of  August,  has  been  forced  by  press  of  or- 
ders to  run  steadily  throughout  the  entire 
month,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  shut 
down  this  year  will  be  one  of  the  shortest 
in  its  history.  The  supply  of  skilled  labour 
in  the  building  trades  is  scarcely  equal  to 
the  demand,  and  the  scarcity  of  unskilled 
laboui  is  seriously  affecting  operations  in 
this  locality.  The  Ham  &  Nott  Manufac- 
turing Company  closed  their  factory  two 
weeks  during  the  month  for  stock-taking 
and  repairs.  Several  factories  which  were 
working  extra  time  in  the  morning  in  or- 
der to  give  the  employees  the  Saturday 
afternoon  holiday,  have  gone  back  to  the 
regular  hours  of  labour. 

Farmers  and  market  gardeners  have  been 
very  busy  during  the  month.  Grain  crops 
are  exceptionally  heavy,  notwithstanding 
the  wet  weather,  which  did  considerable 
damage. 

The  Brantford  &  Paris  Electric  Railway 
is  being  pushed  to  completion,  and  an  ad- 
vertisement for  50  more  men  to  work  on 
it  has  been  in  the  daily  papers  all  month. 

The  extensive  improvements  on  this  sec- 
tion of  the  T.  H.  &  B.  Railway  has  af- 
forded employment  to  a  number  of  men. 

Reconstruction  operations  upon  the  main 
line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  were 
commenced  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 
The  greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
securing  men  and  teams  to  do  the  work. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  been  very 
busy  ;  the  supply  of  labour  is  hardly  equal 
to  the  demand. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  plenty 
of  work. 

Painters  and  decorators  report  steady 
work  for  all  local  men. 

Plumbers  and  gas  fitters  report  a  good 
month. 

Steamfitting  is  slack  at  this  season. 

Builders'  labourers  have  had  steady  em- 
ployment. 

Iron  and  brass  moulders  and  core  makers 
continue  to  be  very  busy. 


138 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


September,  1002 


Machinists  have  in  many  cases  been 
working  overtime. 

Metal  polishers,  buffers  and  platers  re- 
port plenty  of  work  during  the  month. 

Stove  mounters,  blacksmiths  and,  boiler- 
makers  have  had  plenty  of  work. 

Horseshoers  report  a  good  month.  All 
local  shops  have  been  closed  on  Wednesday 
afternoon  during  the  month. 

For  Carriage  and  wag on  makers,  and  for 
pattern  makers  and  millwrights,  there  has 
been  steady  employment. 

Coopers  and  weavers  have  worked  stead- 
ily during  the  month. 

Printers  and  pressmen  report  trade  quite 
satisfactory.     Some  have  worked  overtime. 

Journeymen  tailors  have  been  rather 
slack  during  the  month. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  have  been  busy. 

Cigarmakers  have  had  a  good  month. 

Barbers  have  had  a  steady  month. 

Clerks  in  dry  goods  houses  report  trade 
fair  ;  in  grocery  and  fruit  stores  trade  is 
brisk. 

Stenographers  and  delivery  employees 
have  had  steady  employment. 

Hotel  and  restaurant  employees  are  in 
demand,  especially  the  former. 

Laundry  workers  report  a  fair  month. 
Warmer  weather  would  have  made  trade 
better. 

Railroad  trackmen  have  been  very  busy 
during  the  entire  month. 

Carters  and  draymen  have  been  active. 

For  unskilled  labour  there  has  been  a 
steady  demand. 

District  Notes. 

Paris. — The  erection  of  a  large  plough 
factory  is  affording  employment  to  a  large 
force  of  men,  and  more  would  be  put  on  if 
they  could  be  secured.  Operatives  in  the 
mills  have  had  a  steady  month. 


GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  has 
somewhat  improved  during  the  past 
month,  and  there  are  few  idle  men.  Out- 
side work  has  been  steadier  than  in  July, 
when  excessive  rains  prevailed.  With  in- 
side workers  employment  has  been  very 
steady  for  the  season  of  the  year.  Pros- 
pects are  for  an  excess  of  employment  in 
some  lines,  especially  these  connected  with 
the  building  trades.  There  have  been  no 
important  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages 
during  the  month.  A  by-law  is  before  the 
city  council  proposing  to  grant  a  bonus  of 
$40,000,  extended  over  a  period  of  years, 
to  a  company  which  will  produce  2,500  tons 
of  piping,  tubing,  &c,  per  year  and  em- 
ploy about  125  hands.  It  will  be  the  only 
company  of  the  kind  west  of  Montreal. 
The  contracts  for  the  construction  of  a 
new  sewerage  system  have  been  let,  and 
work  will  shortly  commence.  Contracts 
have  also  been  let  for  the  McDonald  build- 
ings at  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College, 
for  which  $125,000  have  been  donated,  and 
work  will  shortly  commence.  The  erection 
of  a  new  brewery,  100  x  40,  four  storeys  in 
height,  has  been  commenced. 

The  grain  harvest  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted and  threshing  has  commenced.  Fall 
wheat  yields  40  bushels  to  the  acre, 
and  other  crops  in  proportion  are  common. 
All  varieties  of  grain  give  promise  of  the 
best  yield  in  years,  and  together  with  the 
high  price  of  live  stock,  will  make  the  year 
a  very  profitable  one  for  the  farmers  of 
this  locality. 

Employment  in  the  building  trades  has 
improved  during  the  month  and  much 
new  work  has  been  begun. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  are  all  steadily 
employed. 

Carpenters  and  joiners  are  very  busy. 

Painters,  and  paperhangers  report  a 
scarcity  of  men.     Much   jobbing  work   is 


being  done. 
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Builders'  labourers  are  busy. 

Iron  moulders  have  been  well  employed, 
as  have  also  machinists  and  sheet  metal 
workers. 

Woodworkers  have  varied  somewhat. 
Those  employed  in  one  large  factory  have 
lost  some  time  owing  to  improvements 
being  under  way,  but  with  the  remainder 
work  has  been  steady. 

Plaining  mill  men  are  working  over- 
time. 

Carriage  workers  report  trade  as  fair. 

Coopers  are  beginning  to  recover  from 
their  slack  season  with  the  marketing  of 
the   apple   crop. 

Printers  have  had  an  exceptionally  busy 
month  for  August. 

Tailors  report  business  as  good  for 
August  and  as  better  than  for  July. 

There  has  been  a  slight  agitation  against 
the  prices  charged  by  both  butchers  and 
bakers  during  the  month,  it  being  claimed 
that  the  same  products  were  sold  at  lower 
rates  in  the  neighbouring  towns.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
is  investigating  the  matter. 

Cigarmakers  have  had  a  good  month. 

Laundry  workers  report  themselves  as 
handicaped  by  the  influx  of  the  Chinese 
laundries,  there  being  six  of  the  latter 
class  of  laundry  now  in  the  city. 

Textile  workers  have  had  a  very  busy 
month. 

Teamsters  are  more  fully  employed  than 
in  July. 

There  is  a  good  demand  for  labourers, 
and  when  work  on  the  new  sewerage  sys- 
tem commences  there  will  probably  be  a 
scarcity  of  men. 

STEATFOED,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports  as  follows  : — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  re- 
mains about  the  same  as  last  month.  All 


workmen  are  employed  and  a  demand  for 
unskilled  labour  is  still  noted.  Eelations 
between  employers  and  workingmen  are 
generally  of  a  satisfactory  character.  In 
the  building  trades  much  activity  prevails, 
two  large  factories  being  in  course  of 
erection,  to  be  completed  by  fall.  These 
will  give  employment  to  about  175  hands 
at  first. 

The  farmers  of  this  district  having  com- 
pleted harvesting,  are  generally  of  the 
opinion  that,  in  spite  of  the  continuous 
rains  of  the  last  two  months,  the  damage 
caused  was  not  so  great  as  expected  and 
that  total  returns  from  the  year's  opera- 
tions will  be  above  the  average. 

All  local  manufacturing  industries  have 
plenty  of  work  on  hand  with  good  prospects 
for  some  time   to   come. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners  are  all  employed,  working  sixty 
hours  per  week. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  are  very  busy. 

The  painting,  decorating  and  paperhang- 
ing  trade  is  reported  as  being  fair,  wages 
paid  averaging  15  cents  per  hour. 

Plumbers  report  plenty  of  work. 

There  is  a  demand  for  builders'  labour- 
ers. 

Iron  moulders  are  busy. 

Machinists  are  very  busy.  Several  have 
left  here  this  month  for  the  North-west. 
Wages  paid  are  about  20  cents  per  hour. 

Blacksmiths  and  boilermakers  are  all 
employed. 

Bicycle  workers  report  having  plenty  of 
work. 

Horseshoers  report  trade  as  being  fair. 

In  the  woodworking  and  furnishing 
trades  the  men  are  all  employed  and  the 
industries  are  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  very 
busy  but  not  many  ar-e  employed  here  at 
the  trade. 

Pattern  makers  are  all  employed. 
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This  has  been  a  slack  month  for  the 
printing  trade,  but  no  men  have  been  laid 
off. 

Bookbinders  are  all  busy. 

Journeymen  tailors  report  trade  dull. 

Garment  workers  are  very  busy  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  winter's  trade. 

Bakers  and  confectioners  report  having 
done  a  good  month's  business. 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters  have  had  a 
slack  month. 

Cigarmakers  have  had  all  the  work  they 
could  do. 

Barbers  report  trade  somewhat  dull. 

Stenographers  and  delivery  employees 
report  having  plenty  to  do. 

All  employed  in  railway  work  have  had 
plenty  of  work  for  the  month  with  pro- 
spects good  for  a  continuation  of  the  same 
for  the  fall  months. 

Cab-drivers,  hackmen,  teamsters  and  ex- 
pressmen, all  report  a  good  month's  busi- 
ness. 

There  is  still  a  demand  for  unskilled 
labour,  many  labourers  having  left  this 
locality  for  the  North-west.  Wages  are 
from  12  to  15  cents  per  hour. 

District  Notes. 

St.  Marys. — All  industries  are  busy.  The 
crushed  stone  works  have  booked  large 
orders  for  their  product  from  Port  Huron. 

Woodstock. — Industry  is  in  a  nourishing- 
condition  with  no  men  out  of  work. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  A.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

This  city  has  just  passed  through  an- 
other month,  in  which  labour  generally 
has  been  employed  to  its  utmost  capacity. 
There  has  not  been  a  trade  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  tailoring)  that  has  not  been 
very  active,  and  especially  is  this  so  in  the 


building  trades.  Prospects  are  good  for 
work  in  these  trades  till  the  snow  flies. 
Several  large  new  buildings  are  either  un- 
der way  or  to  be  constructed,  a  few  of 
which  are  McClary's  new  foundry,  the 
new  rolling  mills,  the  doubling  of  the  ca- 
pacity of  St.  Joseph's  Hospital,  and  the 
new  buildings  at  Hyman's  tannery.  No 
strikes  of  any  kind  have  been  reported 
since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

The  harvest  which  has  been  gathered  in 
this  locality  is  above  the  average  of  the 
last  few  years,  espscially  in  fruits.  Farm 
hands  are  in  demand. 

Advertisements  appear  daily  in  the  local 
papers  for  men  to  go  to  the  lumber  woods 
in  the  Northern  part  of  Western  Ontario. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  have  plenty  of 
work  on  hand  to  keep  them  busy  till  winter 
•sets  in. 

I  Carpenters  are  in  demand,  bricklayers 
having  to  wait  on  several  buildings  for 
them  to  catch  up. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  report  trade  as 
good. 

Painters  are  very  busy,  all  hands  being 
employed. 

Builders'  labourers  report  that  none  of 
their  members  are  idle. 

Iron  moulders,  metal  polishers  and  stove 
mounters  are  exceptionally  busy.  At  Mc- 
Clary's orders  are  in  a  particularly  satis- 
factory condition. 

Linemen  report  only  the  ordinary  re- 
pair work. 

Boilermakers  are  very  busy. 

Car  builders  report  trade  as  exception- 
ally good.  At  the  Grand  Trunk  car  shops 
the  usual  Saturday  half-holiday  has  been 
discontinued  on  account  of  the  rush. 

Coopers  have  all  the  work  they  can  turn 
out. 

There  has  been  quite  a  decided  improve- 
ment in  the  printing  trades  duringr  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  especially  in  the 
job  departments.  These  firms  handling 
calendars   are   starting   to   work   overtime. 
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Journeymen  tailors  report  trade  as  im- 
proving. 

Garment  workers  are  busy  again.  An- 
other new  firm  has  started  in  the  city. 

The  cigarmaking  trade  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition.  Quite  a  large  number  of 
female  cigarmakers  have  joined  the  union 
lately. 

Broommahers  are  busy. 

Railroad  trainmen  and  conductors  are 
having  a  very  busy  time. 

The  strike  of  the  coal  miners  in  the 
United  States  is  affecting  the  local  yards, 
not  a  load  of  coal  having  entered  the  city 
in  the  last  two  months.  The  coal  yards 
are  refusing  to  take  orders.  Wood  has 
also  gone  up  to  seven  dollars  a  cord. 

The  local  pork  factory  is  slack,  and  has 
done  no  killing  in  the  last  two  weeks,  the 
cause  of  which  is  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  English  markets. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  have 
continued  favourable  during  the  month. 
There  are  no  tradesmen  or  labourers  out 
of  employment  excepting  in  the  between- 
seasons  trades,  the  supply  and  demand  for 
labour  is  fairly  well  balanced.  There  is  no 
noteworthy  change  in  industry  or  busi- 
ness, normal  activity  prevailing.  Peaceful 
conditions  prevail  generally  between  em- 
ployers and  employees  and  no  change  in 
rates  of  wages  are  reported.  The  only 
change  in  the  cost  of  living  is  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  fuel,  both  coal  and  wood. 

Farmers  have  about  finished  harvesting 
in  this  section  and  upward  of  200  harvest 
hands  left  this  point  on  harvesters'  excur- 
sions to  the  North-west  on  August  22nd, 
about  25  of  the  number  were  from  this  city 
and  the  remainder  from  the  surrounding 
districts. 

Manufacturing  is  very  active  in  all  local 

industries. 
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The  handle  factory  continues  working 
overtime,  as  during  the  past  three  months. 

Railway  employment  has  increased  some- 
what during  the  past  month,  excursion 
traffic  has  been  heavy  and  several  additional 
crews  have  been  set  up  on  this  account. 

The  Michigan  Central  Railway  Com- 
pany, is  laying  steel  rails  for  double  track 
between  Ridgetown  and  West  Lome,  a  dis- 
tance of  twenty  miles.  The  grading  was 
done  last  fall.  Canadian  steel  is  being  used, 
manufactured  at  the  Clergue  works. 

The  local  flour  mills  report  difficulty  in 
getting  old  wheat  ;  new  wheat  is  coming 
into  market  but  is  not  up  to  standard 
quality. 

A  new  firm  known  as  the  St.  Thomas 
Acetylene  Manufacturing  Company,  Ltd., 
have  commenced  with  a  small  staff,  the 
manufacture  of  Star  Water  Pressure  Acety- 
lene gas  machines,  stoves  and  heaters,  &c. 
The  company  reports  favourable  conditions 
for  a  great  development  in  their  line  of 
business. 

The  building  trades  continue  busy,  sev- 
eral large  jobs  form  the  bulk  of  this  sea- 
sons' work  ;  house  building  is  limited.  The 
armoury,  which  has  been  in  course  of  cons- 
truction for  over  a  year,  is  fully  completed, 
the  workmanship  throughout  is  said  to  be 
excellent.  The  Thomas  Bros.,  broom,  brush 
and  woodenware  factory  is  well  under  way, 
and  the  machinery  is  being  installed  ;  an 
addition  to  the  Collegiate  Institute  is  being 
built  at  a  cost  of  $21,000. 

Bricklayers,  carpenters,  plasterers,  paint- 
ers, plumbers,  stonecutters  and  builders* 
labourers  are  fully  employed. 

Iron  moulders  and  machinists  report  un- 
changed conditions. 

A  few  additional  car  builders  have  been 
taken  on  at  the  M.  C.  R.,  shops  during  the 
month. 

Printers  report  being  exceptionally  busy 
throughout  the  whole  summer. 

Journeymen  tailors  are  having  the  usual 
mid-summer  slack  season. 
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Teamsters  are  fully  employed  at  present. 

Cigarmakers  are  having  a  very  busy  sea- 
son. 

The  local  orders  of  Railway  Conductors, 
Engineers,  Firemen,  and  Trainmen  are 
negotiating  .with  the  Michigan  Central 
Company  for  an  increase  of  wages.  The 
increase  sought  for  amounts  to  about  7  to 
10  per  cent. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  B.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Labour  has  been  fully  as  well  employed 
this  month  as  during  the  previous  one,  with 
fair  prospect  of  continuing  so  throughout 
the  season,  supply  and  demand  being  about 
equal.  The  building  trades  are  fairly  pros- 
perous. The  construction  of  the  new  pub- 
lic library  is  now  under  way,  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  number  of  men,  both  skilled 
and  unskilled,  and  the  contract  has  been 
signed  for  the  paving  with  vitrified  brick 
of  William  and  Sixth  streets,  work  to  be 
commenced  at  once.  Large  quantities  of 
lumber  and  cedar  posts  are  being  brought 
in,  causing  much  activity  about  the  docks. 
The  Canada  Flour  Mills  Company  is  build- 
ing a  new  elevator.  A  good  deal  of  grano- 
lithic sidewalk  is  being  laid  in  different 
parts  of  the  city.  Transportation  is  fairly 
active,  the  Wm.  Gray  &  Sons  Company 
shipping  large  quantities  of  sleighs  and 
cutters  to  Manitoba  and  the  North-west. 
The  Thos.  H.  Taylor  new  flour  mills  and 
elevator  and  the  wheel  works  are  nearly 
ready  for  the  machinery.  Wholesale  and 
retail  trade  is  fairly  active.  There  are  no 
changes  in  the  rate  of  wages  to  note,  and 
no  labour  troubles  have  occurred  during 
the  month. 

Harvesting  operations  have  been  some- 
what retarded  owing  to  the  scarcity  of 
hands,  a  great  many  men  having  left  this 
district  for  the  harvest  fields  of  Manitoba. 
Farmers,  however,  have  managed  to  secure 
their  crop  of  wheat  with  such  help  as  they 
had.  Crops  in  this  locality  have  been  on 
the  whole  about  the  average. 


Local  factories  are  all  busy,  the  carriage 
and  fanning  mill  factories  being  rushed 
with  orders. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters  and  join- 
ers have  all  they  can  do. 

Lathers,  plasterers,  painters  and  decora- 
tors are  fairly  well  employed. 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters,  stonecut- 
ters and  building  labourers  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  very 
busy. 

Blacksmiths  have  all  they  can  do. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  fa- 
vourable conditions. 

Printers  and  pressmen  have  plenty  of 
work. 

Journeymen  tailors  are  somewhat  slack. 

Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  report 
no  idle  men. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  have  plenty 
of  work. 

Unskilled  labour  is  fully  employed,  chief- 
ly on  civic  work. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

There  is  very  little  change  in  the  condi- 
tion of  the  labour  market  since  last  report. 
Practically  all  those  seeking  employment 
are  at  work,  and  in  several  branches  of  in- 
dustry there  is  a  demand  for  more  men. 
Civic  improvements  are  still  going  on,  giv- 
ing employment  to  a  large  number  of  men. 
The  street  railway  company  is  laying  new 
rails  from  Windsor  to  Sandwich,  and  give 
employment  to  all  the  men  they  can  hire. 
The  activity  in  the  factories  and  the  build- 
ing trades  has  furnished  employment  for 
all  local  skilled  labour.  The  planing  mills 
and  the  bent  goods  works  and  all  branches 
of  manufacture  have  all  the  work  they  can 
handle  just  at  present. 

The  clerks'  union  petitioned  all  the  mer- 
chants to  close  their  places  of  business  at 
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6  p.m.,  except  Saturday  and  days  preceding 
holidays,  and  every  merchant  agree  1  to  do 
so. 

Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  end 
joiners  have  been  especially  busy  during 
the  month. 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have  had  steady 
work. 

Painters  and  decorators  report  all  union 
men  working. 

Plumbers  and  gas  fitters  have  had  steady 
employment. 

Builders'   labourers   are  fully   employed. 

Machinists  and  engineers  are  very  busy. 

Blacksmiths  report  a  very  satisfactory 
month. 

Ship  builders  are  fully  employed. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  had  a 
steady  month. 

Printers  report  trade  good  for  this  time 
of  the  year. 

Tailors  have  had  a  fair  month  for  July. 

Cigarmakers  report  trade  satisfactory. 

Barbers  are  all  fully  employed. 

The  broom  and  brush  makers  are  work- 
ing overtime  to  fill  orders. 

Railway  employees  are  very  busy  on  the 
different  lines  running  out  of  this  city. 

Ship  labourers  and  longshoremen  have 
had  a  very  busy  month. 

The  Trades  and  Labour  Council  has  re- 
ceived its  charter  from  the  Canadian  Con- 
gress of  Labour  at  Ottawa  and  has  elected 
officers  as  follows  :  Samuel  Jinkins,  Presi- 
dent; David  Lamb,  Secretary  ;  Charles 
Bray,  Treasurer. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

Prom  the  Winnipeg  district  to  the  Pocky 
Mountains  in  the  west,  a  period  of  unpre- 
cedented prosperity  is  being  experienced. 
Climatic  conditions  have  been  during  Au- 
gust exceptionally  favourable  to  the  de- 
4* 


velopment  of  the  unusually  heavy  crops, 
and  already  in  Manitoba  a  large  percent- 
age has  been  harvested,  and  the  balance  is 
considered  safe  with  weather  conditions  in 
the  prevailing  settled  state.  With  such  a 
harvest  practically  in  hand,  the  demand  for 
labour  is  of  a  very  keen  character.  Not 
only  are  the  farmers  eagerly  seeking  for  the 
season's  help,  but  in  other  lines  help  is 
sought  to  reap  the  benefits  accuring  from 
the  bountiful  harvest.  With  the  exception 
of  the  farmer,  whose  present  need  of  har- 
vest hands  is  of  a  very  pressing  character, 
no  particular  trade  can  be  singled  out  as 
being  more  active  than  another.  At  no 
time  has  there  been  in  Manitoba  more  gen- 
eral activity  than  at  the  present  moment. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  such  activity  is  the 
result  of  new  enterprises,  but  rather  the 
expansion  of  existing  ones.  Jobbers  and 
manufacturers'  agents  are  doing  more  busi- 
ness and  are  taxed  to  their  utmost  resour- 
ces to  keep  pace  with  the  growing  demand. 
Banks  are  extending  their  operations  by 
the  establishment  of  branches  at  provincial 
points,  and  the  transportation  companies 
are  putting  forth  every  effort  to  cope  with 
the  task  of  carrying  to  the  market  the  vast 
crop  that  is  being  taken  off  the  prairie  ter- 
ritory. 

Although  the  demand  for  labour  of  all 
kinds  has  been  and  is  at  the  present  mo- 
ment exceptional,  there  has  not  been  any 
noticeable  change  in  the  rates  of  wages. 
The  labour  troubles  originating  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer  still  continue. 

Ilarvseting  operations  are  now  in  full 
progress,  and  all  available  help  is  engaged. 
It  is  estimated  that  the  harvest  excursions 
this  season  have  already  brought  to  Win- 
nipeg fully  13,000  men  from  the  Eastern 
Provinces.  Many  of  these,  however,  are 
sent  on  to  the  Territories.  Judging  from 
what  threshing  has  already  taken  place,  the 
yield  will  be  very  much  greater  than  that 
of  last  year,  and  will,  if  present  weather 
continues,  grade  better. 

Large  quantities  of  Fish  are  being  expres- 
sed almost  daily  to  southern  points  from 
Lake  Winnipeg  and  Selkirk. 
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Employment  Agents  report  inability  to 
comply  with  the  demands  for  men  for  rail- 
road ivorlc.  Not  only  are  they  in  demand 
for  new  lines,  but  also  for  regular  mainten- 
ance work.  A  report  from  Fort  William 
was  also  published  to  the  effect  that  large 
numbers  of  men  were  required  at  that 
point.  The  wages  being  offered  were  as 
follows  : —  In  the  Bridge  and  Building 
Department,  Labourers,  $1.75  per  day  ; 
Carpenters,  $2.65  ;  Bridgemen,  $2.25.  In 
the  Headmasters'  Department,  Extra  Gang 
Men,  $1.50  per  day  ;  Section  Men,  $1.40 
per  day. 

All  over  the  city  of  Winnipeg  new  resi- 
dences are  approaching  completion,  and  in 
the  central  parts  many  large  warehouses 
will  soon  be  ready  for  the  roof.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  operations  has  met  every  ex- 
pectation. All  the  trades  are  busy,  and  the 
weather  has  been  exceptionally  favourable 
for  outdoor  work. 

The  firemen  of  the  city  of  Winnipeg  have 
had  their  pay  increased  from  $5  per  month 
upwards. 

The  '  Voice '  Publishing  Company  of 
Winnipeg  have  just  issued  for  the  Winni- 
peg Trades  and  Labour  Council  a  hand- 
some Labour  Day  Souvenir,  containing  a 
short  history  of  Local  Trades  Unions  and 
portraits  of  some  of  their  most  prominent 
officials. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Win- 
nipeg City  Council  to  interview  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Railway  with  a  view  to  a 
settlement  of  the  strike  at  present  in  effect, 
made  its  final  report  in  effect  as  follows  : — 

'  Your  committee  appointed  to  meet  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Canadian  Northern  Striking  em- 
ployees, beg  to  report  that  in  accordance  with 
instructions  the  committee  met  the  representa- 
tives of  the  employees,  and  after  a  lengthy  dis- 
cussion of  the  matters  in  dispute,  it  seemed 
difficult  to  devise  any  means  that  would  enable 
a  settlement  to  be  affected. 

'  The  employees  stated  that  about  160  had 
gone  out  on  strike  of  whom  only  twenty  had 
returned  to  work,  and  also  stated  that  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  any  of  the  strikers  finding 
employment  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
owing  to  their  being  strikers  or  on  a  black 
list.  Rates  of  pay,  time  and  conditions  seemed 
to  be  within  measureable  distance  of  settlement, 
but  the  same  cardinal  point  of  dispute,  that  is, 
the  recognition  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Railroad    Employees,    as    a    union   was    unsur- 


mountable.  That  is  the  point  on  which  both 
parties  make  an  inflexible  stand,  and,  there- 
fore, we  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  means  of 
overcoming  the  difficulty  at  the  present  time 
through  the  intervention  of  the   City  Council. 

The  figures  given  in  the  above  report  re- 
fer only  to  the  men  in  Winnipeg  city  who 
came  out  on  strike.  Inquiry  at  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  elicited  the  fol- 
lowing information  regarding  the  securing 
of  the  necessary  number  of  men  required 
for  the  ingathering  of  the  harvest  in  Mani- 
toba. The  Department  has  throughout  the 
Province  correspondents  who  are  periodi- 
cally asked  to  report  on  crop  conditions. 
As  the  crops  approach  maturity,  they  are 
required  to  ascertain  in  their  respective 
localities  the  probable  number  of  men  that 
will  be  required,  and  report  to  the  Minister 
of  Agriculture.  In  addition  to  this  infor- 
mation, the  co-operation  of  the  Railway 
Companies  is  sought.  The  latter  cause 
their  various  officers  throughout  the  Pro- 
vince to  make  a  similar  report.  From  the 
data  thus  secured,  a  fairly  accurate  esti- 
mate can  be  formed  as  to  the  number  re- 
quired in  any  given  locality  as  well  as  the 
gross  total  for  the  Province.  With  this  in- 
formation, fair  representations  can  be 
made  in  districts  where  suitable  labour  is 
available.  This  year  the  estimated  require- 
ment was  approximately  20,000  men. 

The  proper  distribution  and  direction  of 
so  large  a  number  of  men  is  an  undertaking 
beset  with  many  grave  difficulties.  In  for- 
mer years  complaints  have  been  made,  not 
only  by  farmers  alleging  inability  to  get 
help,  but  at  the  same  time  the  men  alleg- 
ing inability  to  get  employment.  The  lat- 
ter had  also  a  complaint  that  upon  arrival 
here,  there  was  no  one  to  whom  they  could 
apply  for  proper  direction.  In  some  cases 
men  would  be  sent  to  points  that  were  al- 
ready more  than  fully  supplied.  This  not 
only  involved  them  in  loss  of  time,  but 
also  in  considerable  expense,  which  they 
were  not  always  prepared  to  meet.  On  the 
other  hand,  districts  would  not  receive  the 
supply  of  labour  they  required. 

To  cope  with  such  difficulties  this  year, 
the   Provincial    Government,    through    the 
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Department  of  Agriculture,  adopted  a 
method  which  so  far  has  given  satisfaction. 
They  suggested  to  each  municipality  to 
arrange  a  meeting  and  send  delegates  to 
Winnipeg  and  arrange  for  some  systematic 
way  of  dealing  with  the  labour  supply.  A 
large  number  of  districts  responded,  and 
altogether  about  70  delegates  assembled  at 
Winnipeg.  This,  number  was  considered 
a  good  representation,  especially  as  so  few 
farmers  could  afford  to  spare  the  time  when 
their  presence  on  the  farms  at  such  a  time 
was  so  necessary.  In  some  cases  business 
men  from  the  towns  and  villages  were  sent 
as  they  could  better  afford  the  time,  and 
these  proved  of  especial  value,  as  they  were 
fully  conversant  with  the  needs  of  their  lo- 
calities. 

The  plan  arranged  provided  for  the  tick- 
eting of  all  harvesters  to  Winnipeg.  At 
this  point  the  delegates  themselves  col- 
lected their  quota  of  men,  and  these  were 
directed  to  the  proper  office,  and  there  re- 
ceived their  pass  for  transportation  to  the 
actual  place  of  work.  This  was  no  slight 
undertaking,  and  the  delegates  from  some 
points  realising  the  nature  of  the  task,  re- 
quisitioned their  municipality  to  send  them 
assistance. 

It  was  found  that  large  numbers  had  al- 
ready taken  the  precaution  before  starting 
to  have  some  definite  objective  point.  Of 
these  a  certain  portion  went  to  relatives  and 
friends,  and  others  to  farmers  whom  they 
had  previously  served.  This  rendered  it 
somewhat  difficult  to  get  together  groups  of 
men  varying  from  50  to  300.  Keen  rival- 
ry was  displayed  by  the  delegates  to  get  as 
early  as  possible  their  required  numbers, 
with  the  consequence  that  all  arrivals  were 
soon  dispatched  to  localities  where  their 
labour  was  needed. 

At  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  delegates 
a  resolution  was  passed  to  the  effect  that 
no  higher  rate  of  wages  be  paid  than  $40 
per  month,  with  board.  In  some  cases  ap- 
plications for  men  are  accompanied  with 
offers  of  a  higher  rate.  Eeally  capable 
men  in  the  harvest  field  are  eagerly  sought 
for,  and  as  the  season  for  harvest  is  so 
short,  the  anxiety  of  farmers  to  get  men  at 


almost    any   price    can    readily   be    under- 
stood. 

The  whole  of  the  excursions  are  not  yet 
in,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month  many 
delegates  still  remain  in  the  city  to  meet 
the  incoming  harvesters.  The  Thresher- 
men's  Association  are  also  arranging  to 
have  representatives  at  the  station  to  se- 
cure necessary  complements  for  the  out- 
fits which  in  many  cases  are  already  busy. 
The  crop  in  some  localities  is  a  little  back- 
ward, and  will  not  be  ready  for  the  binder 
until  the  3rd  or  4th  of  September,  if  the 
weather  remains  favourable. 

The  baggage  accompanying  as  many  as 
20,000  men,  if  confined  solely  to  necessary 
personal  apparel,  would  in  bulk  be  of  great 
proportions.  In  the  work  of  handling  the 
same  at  the  Winnipeg  depot,  many  abuses 
of  the  Labourers'  Excursions  have  been 
brought  to  light.  The  railway  issues  tick- 
ets to  men  at  eastern  points  at  a  rate  of 
$10,  on  the  understanding  that  they  are 
harvesters.  Mr.  Hugh  McKellar,  who  re- 
presents the  Department  of  Agriculture, 
makes  the  following  statement  in  reference 
to  the  baggage  brought  by  harvesters: — 

There  are  a  great  many  enormous  trunks 
and  boxes,  the  contents  of  which  are  surely  not 
the  clothing  of  men  who  come  west  for  harvest 
work.  One  large  box  which  took  four  men  to 
handle  was  full  of  binder  twine,  another  was 
full  of  timber,  white  ash  and  hickory  to  make 
double  trees,  etc.  Many  boxes  were  full  of 
apples.  One  had  a  general  collection  of  garden 
vegetables  ;  it  was  broken  and  a  general  laugh 
was  heard  as  the  onions  rolled  out.  Another 
box  of  carpenters'  tools  came  to  grief,  to  the 
indignation  of  the  owner.  He  had  secured  his 
ticket  for  ten  dollars  as  a  harvester.  He  never 
intended  going  to  the  harvest  field.  It  would 
have  cost  him  $10  to  bring  his  tools  by  freight. 
Now,  if  there  is  any  delay  in  getting  baggage 
to  proper  destination,  it  is  on  account  of  hand- 
ling so  much  of  what  might  be  called  freight. 

Some  complaints  have  arisen  through 
delay  in  getting  the  baggage  dispatched 
on  the  same  trains  as  the  harvesters  and 
the  explanation  is  furnished  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Kellar who  has  ample  grounds  for  the 
complaint  he  lays  against  those  who  abuse 
the  privileges  given  by  the  railway  com- 
pany. 

The  local  government  has  employed  a 
staff  of  men  to  faciliate  the  work  of  pro- 
perly handling  the  baggage. 


146 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


September,  1902 


From  information  gathered  on  the  last        Flour  and  planing  mills  are  doing  all  the 
day  of  the  month,  the  number  of  labourers     business  that  they  can  handle, 
for  the  harvest  fields  will  be  insufficient. . 


The  number  leaving  Toronto  and  other 
eastern  points  is  very  disappointing.  Sev- 
eral more  thousands  were  expected,  where- 
as only  about  five  hundred  are  reported  as 
being  on  the  special  trains,  which  are  the 


The  Brandon  binder  twine  factory  has 
received  orders  for  all  the  twine  that  it  can 
manufacture.  The  factory  has  sixty  spin- 
dles in  operation. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  are   very 


last  of  the  season  for  harvesters  to  leave     hus?>  with  no  idle  men' 
Toronto.  Plumbers  are  somewhat  slack. 


BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

The  outlook  for  a  prosperous  season  in 
this  city  and  district  was  never  better  than 
at  present.  Merchants  and  business  men 
anticipate  a  harvest  that  will  excel  last 
year's  crop,  if  no  unfavourable  condition 
sets  in.  Implement  dealers  seem  to  be  well 
pleased  with  the  business  that  they  have 
done  so  far.  Large  quantities  of  agricul- 
tural machinery  have  been  distributed 
throughout  this  district,  from  eastern  and 
American  firms.  It  is  said  that  there  will 
be  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  thresh- 
ing outfits  which  will  be  in  operation  in 
the  province  this  year.  Building  opera- 
tions have  been  more  extensive  than  last 
year,  not  only  in  this  city,  but  also  through- 
out the  district  of  Portage  la  Prairie  and 
Portage  Plains,  which  is  an  evidence  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  province.  Transportation 
is  very  heavy  on  the  C.P.R.  and  C.N.R.  at 
present.  Implement  dealers  are  busy,  day 
and  night,  shipping  agricultural  machinery. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  rates  of 
wages  or  hours  of  labour,  and  no  industrial 
disputes. 

Crops  throughout  this  district  have  made 
wonderful  progress  during  the  last  few 
weeks.  .  The  average  number  of  bushels  to 
the  acre  will  be  considerably  above  that  of 
last  year's  crop  of  wheat.  It  is  estimated 
that  over  twenty  million  bushels  will  be 
harvested  this  season;  in  Moosomin,  in 
N.W.T.,  there  are  one  million  bushels  in 
sight,  and  from  all  other  parts  of  the  Ter- 
ritories favourable  reports  are  coming  in. 


Stonecutters. — Trade  good.  One  local 
firm  has  orders  ahead  for  1903  to  the 
amount  of  $5,000. 

Blacksmiths. — Trade  good. 

Upholsterers. — Fully  employed. 

Employment  is  good  in  the  printing 
trades. 

The  journeymen  tailors  are  a  little  slack. 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters  are  all  busy. 

For  tanners  and  curriers  business  is  a 
little  slack. 

Broommakers — Trade  good. 

Laundry  workers,  &c. — Very  busy. 

Railroad  business  is  very  brisk,  there  be- 
ing openings  for  men  in  almost  every  de- 
partment of  railroad  work.  Heavy  stock 
trains  are  passing  through  this  city  daily 
on  their  way  east  from  the  Territories. 

Inquiries  are  being  made  by  farmers  for 
farm  labourers,  and  it  is  anticipated  that 
wages  will  run  somewhat  higher  than  last 
year.  The  number  of  harvest  hands  com- 
ing from  the  east  will  have  to  be  very  large 
to  meet  the  demand. 


District  Notes. 


. 


A  number  of  Americans  have  passed 
through  this  city  locating  places  for  intend- 
ing settlers,  and  are  returning  well  pleased 
with  the  condition  of  the  western  part  of 
Canada. 

Reports  from  Alberta  indicate  that  ex- 
tensive coal  mining  operations  will  be  car- 
ried on. 
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The  Lake  of  the  Woods  Milling  Company  company  will  now  pay  20  cents  for    first 

is    erecting    a    number    of    elevators    on  year,     23     cents     for    second,     third    and 

the  branch  lines  of  the  C.P.E.,  and  two  on  fourth,   and  25   cents  for  fifth  year's  ser- 

the  Soo  line,  N.W.T.  vice.     First  class  linemen  will  now  receive 

31  cents  per  hour  instead  of  27  cents,  and 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DIS-  second  class  men  will  receive  28  cents  in- 

TRICT.  stead  of  25  cents.     Instead  of  receiving  20 

„      „  -rr  „  7     ,  cents  per  hour  without   increase,   ground- 

Mr.  Georges  Eargreaves,  Correspondent,  .  ... 

men  and  trackmen    will  now    receive    20 

reports  as  follows : —  ,  £       «  ,  .        fl. 

^  cents  per  hour  ior  nrst  year  s   service,  21 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  con-  cents  for  second  and  third  years,  and  22 

tinues  satisfactory,  a  demand  for  unskilled  cents  after  third  year. 

help  being  felt  both  in  the  town  and  dis-        The  fafmtn  w  had  sp]end;d  weather 

trict.    The  contract  period  expires  on  the  fo  harvest  ^  largegt  crQps  ^  ^  been 

23rd  instant  between  the  canners  and  nsa-  ,  -  .  r™      *     ..  ,-,  • 

known  ior  some  time,     lhe  iruit  crops  this 

ermen.     The  season  being  a  very  good  one,  ,  ,      ,  ,     , 

_  „     ,      n  ,  .  i  year  have  also  been  uncommonly  large, 

many  of  the  men  have  left  the  fishing  and 

are  now  employed  in  other  lines.     The  con-         It  is  estimated  that  the  salmon  pack  is 

tract  has  been  let    and  work    commenced  about  275,000  cases.    A  large  number  of  the 

upon  the  new  Carnegie    library;  work    is  canners  are  paying  off  their  men  and  clos- 

also  progressing  on  the  new  river  bridge,  ingdown.      The  fishermen  are  being  paid  off 

about  150  to    200    men    being    employed,  at  the  rate  of  18  cents  per  fish.     Some  few 

Wages  for  unskilled  help  runs  from  $2  to  men  have  done  well  during  the  fishing,  but 

$2.50  per  day  of  10  hours.  A  party  of  survey-  a  large  percentage  have  only  made    bare 

ors    are   at   work   running   new   lines   and  wages. 

grades   for   the  proposed   Great   Northern        Bricklayers  and  masons  during  the  past 

between  New  Westminster  and  Vancouver.  moiifa  have  been  busy  on  jobbing  work. 

The  British  Columbia  Electric  Tram  Com- 

,  .  .       .  .     .  „        A  demand  has  been  made  ior  carpenters, 

pany  is  making  extensive  improvements  to  ,    , 

,,    .  nil  r  i    •  and   there   are  prospects   ior   two   months 

their  roadbed,  a  large  gang  oi  men  being  *      r,  ,      ,  ... 


employed. 


employment  yet  for  this  class  of  labour. 
Plasterers  report  work  steady. 


A  general  increase  in  the  wages  of  its 

employees  has  been  made  by    the  British  Painters     report    all    members    of    this 

Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company,  both  branch  employed,   and  prospects   for  work 

here  and  at  Vancouver  and  Victoria.    In  wel1  UP  to  the  end  of  the  ?eaT' 

addition  to  the  increase  of  wages,  the  gen-  Plumbers  report  work  quiet  during  the 

eral  manager  has  also  decided  to  introduce  past  month. 

a  co-operative  system.     Hereafter,  all  em-  MouUers  and  iron  worhers  are  an  work. 

ployees  of  the  company  will  receive  a  share  £ng  steady>  ^  nQ  demand  for  additional 

of  the  profits  when  the  latter  exceeds  the  i    i 
amount  necessary  to  pay  a  four  per  cent 

dividend  to  the  shareholders.  The  amount  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report  work 
of  profits  available  after  payment  of  this  somewhat  better  than  last  month,  all  mem- 
four  per  cent  dividend  will  be  divided  into  bers   bemS  employed. 

three  parts,  two  of  which  are  to  go  to  the  Shingle    weavers    report   a    demand   still 

ordinary  shareholders   and    the    company,  for  additional  help. 

the  remaining  third  to  be  divided  among  Printers  report  work    very    brisk,    both 

the  employees.     The  old  rate    of    pay  for  machine  and  jobbing  being  very  busy. 
conductors  and  motormen  was  20  cents  per 

hour  for  first  year's  service,  21  for  second  Cigar-makers  are  all  working  full    time* 

and  third,   and   22   cents   thereafter.     The  with  orders  ahead- 
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Steamboatmen  report  few  changes  since 
last  month;  work  both  for  freight  and  pas- 
senger boats  is  very  good. 

Street  railway  employees  report  work  in 
all  branches  very  favourable. 

Teamsters  and  expressmen  are  both  busy, 
a  number  of  teams  being  used  for  hauling 
cord  wood. 

Expressmen  have  experienced  busy  times 
during  the  summer  months. 

The  mills  and  other  industries,  especially 
agriculture,  have  suffered  owing  to  a  scarc- 
ity of  unskilled  labour. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

Trade  and  labour  conditions  are  practi- 
cally unchanged  from  last  month,  the  de- 
mand for  labour  continuing  good.  There 
is  exceptional  activity  in  the  building 
trades.  Business  with  local  dealers,  how- 
ever, is  only  fair,  though  the  fall  trade 
promises  to  be  good  in  spite  of  the  small 
catch  of  fish. 

During  the  month  the  laundry  workers 
presented  agreements  to  the  three  laun- 
dries. One  of  them  has  decided,  however, 
not  to  sign  it,  consequently  there  is  a  feel- 
ing of  unrest  in  this  industry.  It  might 
be  added  that  the  white  laundries,  with  all 
their  modern  equipments,  have  strong  com- 
petitors in  the  Chinese,  who  do  an  impor- 
tant business. 

The  salmon  canneries  on  the  Fraser 
river  practically  closed  on  August  23.  The 
pack  this  year  from  all  sources  is  estimated 
close  upon  275,000  cases,  of  which  40,000 
cases  were  procured  from  the  traps.  This 
places  the  fish  caught  by  net  in  the  Fraser 
at  235,000  cases,  the  lowest  pack  in  eight 
years.  The  next  lowest  Fraser  river  pack 
was  in  1898,  when  it  amounted  to  256,000. 
The  pack  for  eight  years  on  the  Fraser  is 
as  follows: — 


Year.  Cases. 

1895 400,368 

1896 356,984 

1897 860,459 

1898 256,101 

1899 510,385 

1900 316,522 

1901 990,252 

1902 235,000  * 

*  And  40,000  cases  purchased  from  traps. 

As  per  the  agreement  published  in  last 
month's  report,  the  fishermen  will  receive 
18  cents  per  fish  for  235,000  cases. 

The  British  Columbia  Electric  Railway 
Company  has  adopted  the  profit-sharing 
system  with  its  employees.  Hereafter  all 
regular  employees  will  receive  as  their  share 
of  the  profits  one-third  of  the  amount  avail- 
able for  dividends  after  the  ordinary  share- 
holder has  received  four  per  cent  on  his 
shares;  that  is,  two-thirds  to  the  share- 
holders and  one-third  to  the  regular  em- 
ployees. This  means,  as  estimated,  that  at 
the  end  of  the  first  year  each  employee,  re- 
gardless of  the  position  he  holds,  will  re- 
ceive about  $30;  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year  the  share  will  amount  to  about  $50; 
and  in  five  years  the  amount  will  aggregate 
about  $100. 

In  the  building  trades,  carpenters  report 
work  brisk,  with  labourers  in  good  demand. 

Electricians  are  all  employed. 

Painters  report  no  idle  men.  Work  is 
expected,  however,  to  slacken  off  towards 
the  end  of  September. 

Bricklayers  are  fairly  busy. 

Plumbers  report  conditions  good.  Some 
arc  working  overtime. 

Quarrymen  report  work  only  fair. 

There  are  a  few  idle  mill  men  reported, 
though  the  outlook  is  favourable. 

Iron  moulders,  machinists,  engineers  and 
blacksmiths  are  all  employed. 

The  following  schedule  of  wages  and 
hours  of  labour  governs  the  service  of  the 
allied  metal  mechanics  of  the  Pacific  Divi- 
sion of  the  C.P.R. 


September,  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


149 


Regular  working  hours  are  from  7  o'clock 
to  18  o'clock  the  first  five  days  of  the  week, 
with  one  hour  for  dinner  between  12  o'clock 
and  13  o'clock,  and  on  the  sixth  day  the 
hours  are  from  7  o'clock  to  17  o'clock,  from 
October  1  to  April  1,  with  same  dinner 
hour;  from  April  1  to  October  1,  the  hours 
are  from  7  o'clock  to  12  o'clock  on  Satur- 
days. The  regular  hours  for  night  work 
are  from  19  o'clock  to  6  o' clock,  and  on 
Saturdays  from  20  o'clock  to  6  o'clock. 
Overtime  allowed  after  above  hours.  The 
rates  of  pay  are  as  follows : — 

Per  hour. 

Heavy  and  spring  fires 18c./ to  20c. 

All  other  fires 16  "  19 

Boilermakers'  helpers 16  "  19 

Bolt  maker 20  "  23 

Bolt  makers'   helpers 15  "  17 

Tube    welders 20  "  23 

Tube  welders'  helpers 16  "  19 

Coppersmiths'  helpers 16  "  18 

Radial  Drill  Man 18  "  20 

All  other  drillsmen 16  "  18 

Fitters'  helpers 16  "  18 

Boiler  washer 17  "  19 

Stationery  engineers 17  "  19 

Hourly  men  receive  one  cent  per  hour  in- 
crease from  July  1,  1902,  and  a  further  in- 
crease of  one  cent  per  hour  six  months  from 
that  date. 

A  branch  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Sta- 
tionary Firemen  has  been  formed. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiv en  ^Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 
August  were  much  the  same  as  in  July, 
being  very  satisfactory.  There  was  a 
strong  demand  for  unskilled  labour,  but  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  month  men  from 
the  northern  canneries,  which  have  closed 
down  for  the  season,  began  to  arrive,  reliev- 
ing the  situation  considerably.  The  city 
employs  a  large  staff  on  street  paving  work. 
The  wage  bill  on  the  job  averages  about 
$4,000  per  month.  It  is  expected  that  the 
work  will  be  completed  about  the  middle  of 
September.  Transportation  companies  en- 
gaged in  the  passenger  and  tourist  trade 
have  been  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity 
during  the  month.  Some  heavy  shipments 
of  general  merchandise  were  made  to  Yu- 
5 


kon  points.  Street  railway  employees  were 
granted  an  increase  in  wages  during  the 
month. 

Northern  canneries  report  a  full  pack  for 
the  season,  while  the  Fraser  river  pack  will 
fall  much  below  the  average.  The  British 
ship,  Marion  Woodside,  the  first  vessel  of 
the  salmon  fleet  to  take  on  cargo  this  year 
for  the  British  market,  loaded  2,000  cases 
here  early  in  the  month,  and  left  to  com- 
plete her  cargo  on  the  Fraser  river. 

Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters,  lathers, 
plasterers  and  stonecutters  are  still  kept 
fully  employed,  and  the  prospects  for  con- 
tinued activity  are  good.  The  season's 
building  operations  are  devoted  largely  to 
dwelling  houses,  there  being  few  business 
blocks  or  large  buildings  in  course  of  erec- 
tion. 

The  ship  joiners  have  united  with  the 
house  carpenters  and  attached  themselves 
to  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners. 

The  metal  and  shipbuilding  trades  are  in 
a  prosperous  condition.  As  an  indication 
of  the  activity  which  has  prevailed,  one  firm 
of  shipbuilders  paid  nearly  $37,000  in  wages 
during  the  first  six  months  of  the  present 
year  on  work  performed  on  vessels  coming, 
here  for  repairs.  This  is  inclusive  of  new 
work  or  work  done  on  vessels  belonging  to 
this  port. 

On  the  15th  H.M.S.  Amphion  went  into 
dry  dock  for  extensive  repairs,  which  it  is 
expected  will  give  employment  to  at  least 
150  men  for  two  months. 

With  moulders  and  machinists  trade  is 
fair. 

Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  fully 
employed. 

Blacksmiths  were  in  demand  during  the 
month. 

Boilermakers  report  trade  good.  The 
trouble  between  the  Albion  Iron  Works  and 
the  Boilermakers'  Union  reported  in  De- 
cember last,  was  terminated  on  August 
16,  by  the  parties  coming  together  and  ad- 
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justing  matters  to  the  satisfaction  of    all 
concerned. 

A  scarcity  of  material  interfered  slightly 
with  work  among  the  shipwrights  and 
caulkers  for  a  short  time  during  the  montli. 
There  is  no  scarcity  of  work. 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  trade 
fair. 

In  the  printing  trades  business  is  dull,  as 
is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year. 

Trade  is  also  dull  with  journeymen 
iailors. 

A  firm  of  garment  makers  is  trying  the 
experiment  of  having  all  their  work  done 
by  white  labour.  They  have  recently  re- 
modelled their  factory,  and  now  employ  fe- 
male help,  but  find  difficulty  in  getting  all 
the  hands  required.  The  wages  offered  are 
$1  per  day  of  8  hours.  Chinese  do  a  large 
amount  of  this  class  of  work. 

Bakers  report  trade  good. 

Trade  with  cigarmakers  is  fair. 

The  Street  Railway  Company  has  ad- 
vanced the  wages  of  employment.  The  old 
rate  per  hour  paid  to  conductors  and  motor- 
men  was  20  cents  for  the  first  year  of  ser- 
vice; 21  cents  for  the  second  and  third 
years,  and  22  cents  thereafter.  The  new 
rate  provides  for  20  cents  per  hour  for  the 
first  year  of  service;  22  cents  for  the  sec- 
ond and  third  years,  23  cents  for  the  fourth 
and  fifth  years,  and  25  cents  thereafter. 
First-class  linemen  were  advanced  from  27 
cents  to  31  cents  per  hour,  and  second-class 
linemen  from  25  cents  to  28  cents.  Ground 
and  trackmen  were  formerly  paid  20  cents 
per  hour.  According  to  the  new  schedule 
they  will  receive  20  cents  per  hour  for  the 
first  year  of  service,  21  cents  for  the  second 
and  third  years,  and  22  cents  thereafter.  In 
addition  the  company  has  inaugurated  a 
profit-sharing  plan  with  its  employees, 
which  provides  that  all  servants  shall  par- 
ticipate in  the  profits  of  the  company  over 
and  above  four  per  cent  dividend,  which 
goes  to  the  shareholders.  One-third  of  all 
profits  over  four  per  cent  will  be  divided 
equally  among  the  employees,  the  other  two- 
thirds  going  to  the  shareholders. 


Teamsters  and  expressmen  report  work 
plentiful. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  demand,  but  the 
prospects  for  next  month  are  not  encourag- 
ing. 

On  August  15,  a  Labourers'  Protective 
Union  was  formed,  and  temporary  officers 
elected. 

District  Notes. 

Ladysmith. — Work  on  the  Tyre  smelter 
is  progressing  favourably,  and  the  machin- 
ery necessary  for  the  plant  is  commencing 
to  arrive. 

Crofton. — The  smelter  is  about  ready  to 
commence  operations.  Four  thousand  tons 
of  ore  have  already  been  put  through  the 
sampling  mill.  Building  operations  are 
still  active. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AXD  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Arthur  E.  H.  Spencer.  Correspon- 
dent, reports  as  follows: — 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  district  shows  no  change  from  that  re- 
ported last  month,  the  principal  industry 
being  very  dull,  and  causing  a  correspond- 
ing slackness  in  other  branches.  In  com- 
mercial circles  the  same  cause  is  making 
business  quiet.  The  municipal  council  is 
about  to  submit  a  by-law  to  be  voted  on  to 
make  the  hours  of  labour  on  all  city  work 
8  hours  ner  day  and  6  on  Saturday.  The 
Miners'  Union  severed  it?  connection  with 
the  Dominion  Trades  and  Labour  Congress. 

The  milling  and  lumbering  business  is 
still  very  good,  the  mills  working  full  time 
and  the  lumber  camps  having  all  they  can 
do. 

In  quartz  mining,  outside  of  a  few  camps, 
work  is  very  quiet,  especially  on  the  west 
coast,  where  one  of  the  large  properties  has 
shut  down  for  a  while. 

In  the  coal  mining  industry,  work  is 
slack,  there  being  a  good  many  men  out  of 
work,  and  some  of  the  mines  not  working 
full  time,  with  no  present  prospects  of  any 
improvement. 
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Bricklayers  and  masons  report  work  as 
very  quiet. 

Carpenters  report  no  improvement  from 
last  month. 

Painters  report  work  as  fair  for  those 
here,  but  poor  for  the  time  of  year. 

Machinists  report  work  as  very  quiet. 

Blacksmiths  report  local  trade  as  fair, 
but  those  employed  in  the  company  shops 
have  had  some  idle  time  this  month,  the 
shops  being  closed  on  days  when  the  mines 
are  idle. 

Printers  report  trade  quiet. 

Tailors  report  work  as  slack. 

With  teamsters  business  has  been  fair. 


Unskilled  labour  has  been  in  fair  demand 
oa  the  water  works  and  civic  improvements. 

District  Notes. 

Throughout  the  district  conditions  are 
about  the  same  as  in  Nanaimo.  At  No.  1 
mine,  Extension,  on  the  first  of  the  month 
the  men  were  notified  that  the  price  for 
mining  would  be  reduced  10  cents  per  ton, 
and  they  refused  to  accept  the  reduction. 
The  company  then  wanted  some  of  the  men 
to  take  the  mine  on  contract.  Two  men 
offered  to  take  a  contract,  but  could  not  get 
men  to  work  for  them.  The  matter  was 
finally  settled  by  the  company  continuing 
to  work  the  mine,  and  paying  the  miners 
three  dollars  per  day. 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANA  DA— ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT 

POSITION. 

1.— THE   MARITIME   PROVINCES. 


SINCE  its  establishment  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  has  been  gathering  in- 
formation on  the  extent  and  development 
of  labour  organization  in  Canada.  This 
work  was  undertaken  for  the  first  time  by 
the  department,  the  field  not  having  been 
•surveyed  before  except  in  a  very  desultory 
and  haphazard  manner  and  for  purposes  of 
general  estimate  only.  The  first  fruits  of 
the  investigation  on  this  important  sub- 
ject were  published  in  the  September,  1901, 
issue  of  the  Gazette,  there  having  been  com- 
menced in  that  number  a  directory  of  lab- 
our organizations  in  Canada,  which  was 
continued  through  subsequent  issues  of  the 
Gazette  and  completed  in  the  May  number 
of  the  present  year.  The  September,  1901, 
issue  gives  an  account  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  directory  was  prepared,  sources 
from  which  information  was  obtained  and 
the  method  of  its  classification. 

Simultaneously  with  the  work  on  the 
directory,  a  work  of  another  sort,  entirely 
descriptive  and  statistical  in  character,  but 
having  reference  to  the  subject  of  labour 
organization,  was  also  carried  on.  The  pub- 
lication of  the  results  of  this  latter  inves- 


tigation is  commenced  in  the  descriptive 
and  statistical  tables  on  labour  organiza- 
tion in  Canada  which  appear  in  the  pre- 
sent issue. 

In  the  descriptive  tables  the  department 
has  attempted  to  show  the  present  nature 
and  extent  of  labour  organization  in  the 
Dominion.  In  the  statistical  tables  an  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  illustrate  in  a 
graphic  way  the  growth  and  development 
which  have  led  to  the  present  position. 


The  Descriptive  Tables. 

In  the  descriptive  tables  a  list  of  existing 
organizations  is  given  by  localities  and 
provinces.  The  material  has  been  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  show  at  a  glance  the  trades 
organized  in  each  locality,  the  number  of 
organizations  in  each  particular  trade  or- 
ganized, the  number  of  organizations  in 
each  group  of  kindred  or  allied  trades,  and 
the  total  number  of  organizations  in  each 
locality.  The  localities  have  been  grouped 
under  the  names  of  the  provinces  to  which 
they  belong,  and  have  been  arranged  alpha- 
betically so  as  to  admit  of  immediate  and 
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easy  reference.  The  provinces  themselves 
have  been  arranged  in  the  order  of  their 
geographical  position  from  east  to  west. 

Method  of  Presentation. 

For  example,  under  the  heading  Labour 
Organization  in  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
labour  organization  in  the  province  of 
Nova  Scotia  is  the  first  dealt  with,  and  in 
that  province,  Amherst  being  the  locality 
the  name  of  which  is  alphabetically  first,  is 
the  first  locality  for  which  particulars  are 
given.  The  nature  of  the  organizations 
existing  there  is  described  in  the  words, 
'  iron  moulders  '  and  '  general  labour,'  the 
number  or  organizations  formed  in  each  of 
these  respective  callings  being  shown  to  be 
one.  The  group  of  trades  to  which  these  or- 
ganizations belong  is  further  shown  in  ita- 
lics, iron  moulders  being  shown  to  belong 
to  the  metal  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
group,  and  general  labour  to  its  own  group, 
the  number  of  trades  in  each  group  in  this 
locality  being  given  as  one.  Finally  the 
total  number  of  organizations  in  Amherst  is 
given  as  two.  Following  the  list  of  locali- 
ties in  alphabetical  order,  the  largest  local- 
ity, namely  Halifax,  is  reached.  Opposite 
the  name  of  this  locality  is  given  a  list  of 
the  several  kinds  of  organizations  existing 
in  that  city.  It  will  be  found  that,  with 
the  exception  of  freight  handlers  and  long- 
shoremen, in  each  of  which  there  are  two 
organizations,  all  of  the  trades  named  are 
represented  by  single  organizations,  the 
total  number  of  organizations  amounting 
to  26.  Of  this  total  it  will  appear  7  belong 
to  the  group  of  building  trades,  4  to '  the 
metal  engineering  and  ship  building  group, 
and  so  on.  The  summary  of  the  total  num- 
ber of  organizations  in  the  province  is  given 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  table.  This  method 
of  classification  applies  in  turn  to  each  of 
the  several  provinces;  the  concluding  fea- 
ture of  the  entire  review  being  a  summary 
of  organizations  by  provinces  and  a  state- 
ment of  the  grand  total  in  the  Dominion. 

Looked  at  critically  these  tables,  pre- 
sented apparently  in  simple  and  rudiment- 
ary form,  contain  an  almost  infinite  amount 


of  information  of  very  great  comparative 
and  statistical  value.  For  example,  the 
tables  for  the  maritime  provinces  would 
indicate  that  in  a  locality  like  Halifax  or- 
ganization has  been  most  extensive  in  the 
building  trades.  In  a  locality  like  Truro  it 
would  appear  to  have  been  all  but  exclusive- 
ly confined  to  the  several  classes  of  labour 
to  be  grouped  under  the  heading  of  railway 
employees.  Similarly  a  general  survey  of 
the  whole  province  would  indicate  that 
railway  labour  was  pretty  generally  organ- 
ized throughout  all  parts,  whereas  in  some 
of  the  other  trades  but  few  organizations 
exist,  printers,  for  example,  appear  to  have 
only  two  or  three  local  organizations  in 
the  entire  province. 

The  Statistical  Tables. 

The  statistical  tables  are  intended  to 
show  the  nature  of  the  growth  of  labour 
organization  to  its  present  position.  The 
classification  is  so  arranged  as  to  illus- 
trate this  growth  both  by  provinces  and  by 
the  classes  of  trades  or  callings  organized. 
The  years  in  which  local  organizations 
were  formed  are  given,  and  by  reference  to 
the  province  and  group  of  trades  it  may 
be  seen  at  a  glance  how  many  were  formed 
in  each  particular  year,  and  at  what  periods 
organization  was  most  active.  Viewed  from 
another  standpoint  the  tables  also  disclose 
in  which  groups  of  trade  organization  has 
been  carried  on  most  extensively.  Under 
the  heading  '  classified  group  of  trades  '  i> 
set  forth,  for  example,  building,  metal  en- 
gineering, ship  building,  woodworking 
and  furnishing,  printing,  and  so  forth,  and 
opposite  each  group  is  given  the  names  of 
the  respective  provinces  in  which  organi- 
zations in  these  groups  exist.  Opposite  the 
name  of  each  province,  under  the  year  in 
which  it  was  formed  and  directly  opposite 
the  group  to  which  it  belongs,  a  number  is 
given  which  indicate  the  number  of  organi- 
zations formed  in  that  province  and  in  that 
particular  group  for  the  year  given. 

Method  of  Presentation. 

In  the   tal^e   illustrative  of  the  growth 
of  trade  organization  in  the  maritime  pro- 
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vinces,   for   example,   there   will   be   found  accordingly,  a  slight  difference  in  the  figures 

directly  opposite  the  building  trades  group  to  be  found  in  the  two  groups  of  tables,  the 

and  opposite  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  descriptive  tables  being  the  most  complete, 

figures  indicating  that  one  organization  in  inasmuch   as    the   existence   merely   of   an 

that  group  was  formed  in  that  province  in  organization    afforded    a     sufficient    basis 

1882;    that   another   was   formed   in   1885,  for     the     securing     of     a     record,    where- 

and  one  again  in  1888;  that    the  next  or-  as     in     the     statistical     table     illustrative 

ganization    in    the    group    was    formed    in  of    the    growth    of    labour    organizations, 

1899  and  that  3  were  formed  in  1902  and  where    it    was    impossible    to    secure    the 

two   in   the   present   year,   making   a   total  date  at  which  the  organization  was  form- 

of  nine  existing  organizations  in  the  build-  ed,    it    was    not    possible    to    record    the 

ing  trades  group  in  the  province  of  Nova  organization     among    the    number    given 

Scotia.     In   the  province   of   New  Bruns-  in  the  table  illustrating  development  and 

wick  it  is  shown  that  the  first  organizations  growth.     In   the   descriptive   table   of   the 

in   that  group    were    formed   in    1901,   in  maritime  provinces,  for  example,  the  total 

which   year   no   less   than   3   were   formed,  number  of  organizations  is  given  at  138. 

One  was  added  to  the  number  during  the  In   the  statistical   table  the   total  number 

present  year  making  a  total  of  4.  In  Prince  for  which  a  record  is  given  is  106.    In  other 

Edward  Island  the  table  indicates  that  the  words  it  was  impossible  to  secure  from  32 

only    organizations   of   the   building   trade  organizations   any   record   of   the   date   at 

groups  were  formed    during    the  past  and  which  they  were  formed.     The  descriptive 

present  year,  there  being  two  organizations  tables  are  believed  to  be  all  but  complete ; 

only.     The  total  number  of  organizations  the  statistical  tables  are  so  nearly  so  that, 

of  the  building  trades  group  in  the  mari-  for  an  understanding  of  the  general  trend 

time  provinces  is  then  given  in  an  addi-  and  development  of  organization  by  trades 

tional  column,  and  appears   as  15.     Each  and  localities,  the  incompleteness  of  detail 

group  of  trades   is  reviewed   in   the  same  can  affect  but  little  the  correctness  of  any 

way,  totals  being  given  for  the  groups  and,  generalization  which  may  be  made, 
after  all  have  been  recorded,  totals  are  also 

cited   indicating  the  number   of  organiza-  Other   Limitations. 

tions    formed   from   year   to    year    in    the  It  ig  tQ  be  borne  in  mind  in  uging  the 

maritime  provinces.  tables  that  they  refer  only  to  organizations 

As  a  supplement  to  the  more  important  existing  at  the  present  time.  Any  attempt  to 
statistical  table,  is  also  published  a  small  record  organizations  which  have  been  form- 
table  showing  the  number  of  organizations  ed  at  one  period  and  subsequently  lapsed, 
existing  in  particular  groups  of  trade,  clas-  would  be  well  nigh  impossible  and  would 
sified  according  to  the  provinces.  only  lead  to  confusion.     What  is  given  in 

the  tables  is  a  record  of  the  growth  and 

Differences  in  Tables.  development    of    labour    organizations    as 

t                 •        u~+u   +i,     j        •   4.-            j  illustrated    from    the    history   of  existing 

In   preparing    both   the    descriptive   and  *                      & 

statistical  tables,  the  department  made  every  organizations  only. 

effort  to  have  its  information  as  accurate  It  is  also  to  be  noticed  that  in  both  des- 

as    possible.      Notwithstanding    the    fact,  criptive   and  statistical  tables  no   account 

however,  that  numerous  appeals  were  made  has  been  taken  of  federated  groups  of  or- 

to  some  of  the  organizations  for  even  such  ganizations,    as   for   example,    central   and 

scanty  returns  as  a  statement  of  the  date  at  district    councils,    international    organiza- 

which  the  organizations  were  formed,  the  tions,  general  assemblies,  &c.     The  reader 

department  was  unable  to  receive  from  all  is  referred  for  an  account  of  these  and  also 

replies  which  would  admit  of  its  informa-  for   a   descriptive  historical  sketch  of  the 

tion  being  absolutely  complete.      There  is,  growth  of  labour  organizations  in  Canada 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
L.  O.  Descriptive    Tables,  Series  A.,  No.  1. 


LABOUR    ORGANIZATION    IN 


CANADA— ITS 
POSITION. 


GROWTH    AND    PRESENT 


TABLE   SHOWING   NATURE   AND    EXTENT    OF    ORGANIZED   LABOUR  IN   MARITIME 

PROVINCES  ON  JULY  31,  1902. 


Locality. 

Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Trade  or  Calling. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Class. 

Total  Number  of  Organi- 
zations in  Locality. 

Nova  Scotia — 

Amherst 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Iron  moulders 

1 

1 

1 
1 
3 
2 
'  7 

4 

t 

2 
1 

'  1 

1 

'"  1 

. 

1 

1 

'"  1 

1 

'"g 

1 

General  Labour 

2 

Cape  Breton  County 

Cumberland  County 

Miners 

13 
2 

13 
2 

Miners 

Halifax 

Bricklayers  and  maso;  .>  

Carpenters  and  joiners 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 

1 
1 

Painters  and  decorators 

Plasterers 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Sit  ipbuilding 

Machinists 

Boilermakers  and  iron  shipbuilders 

Shipwrights  and  caulkers 

Coopers 

1 
1 

1 
1 

Boot  and  shoe  workers ... 

1 

1 
1 
2 
2 

1 

Locomotive  engineers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Street  railway  employees 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

1 

Delivery  Employees 

1 
1 

Clerks 

86 

Miners 

2 

1 

i 
J. 

2 

Kentville. 

Locomotive  firemen 

Qi  ncral  Labour 

1 

General  labour 

ii 

1 

1 

New  Glasgow 

Railway  trackmen 

1 

1 

Min  ing  .    

Pictou  County 

Miners 

6 

6 

Point  Tupper 

1 

1 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CAN  AD  A— Continued. 


Locality. 


Nova  Scotia— Con. 
Stellarton 


Sydney 


Truro 


New  Brunswick— 
Campbellton . . . 


Debec  Junction 

Fairville , 

Fredericton  . . . . 
Florenceville. . . , 
McAdam 


Moncton 


Mouth  of  Keswick 
Perth  Centre 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

General  Labour 

General  labour 

Building 

Bricklayers,  masons  and  plasterers . 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . . , 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists 

Printing 

Printers 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen . . . .' 

Clerks 

Clerks 

Transport 

Railway  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers. . .    

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Railway  trackmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  Nova  Scotia 


Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

Railroad  telegraphers  

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Locomotive  firemen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Building    

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 

Freight  handlers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport '. 

Railway  trackmen 


05 

a 

o  . 

ID  bo 

e3  fl 

C  :S 
eSr.") 
& 

O  c 

O  X! 

u  a 

0)  u 
3-3 


1 

i 

i 


i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 


i 
i 
i 
i 

i 

i 

l" 

"i" 

r 

i 

i 

i 


i 
i 

i 
i 
i 
i 

i 


i 
i 
i 


+9 

'5 
ea 
to 
u 

O 

w   a: 

B  fl 


2 


1 


2 


1 

"l 

1 

6 


1 

"l 

1 

"l 
"l 

"l 

"l 
"l 


I 

"l 
"l 


s 
0~ 

l-s 
3*1 


73 


10 

1 
1 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Concluded. 


Locality. 


New  Brunswick—  Con. 
St.  George 


St.  John . 


St.  Leonard 

Westfield  Centre 
Woodstock 


Prince  Edward  Island— 
Alberton 


Charlotte  town 


Emerald  Junction. 
Mount  Stewart  . . . 
Summerside 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Building 

Stonecutters 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Printing 

Printers 

Tobacco  

Cigarmakers 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 

Freight  handlers 

Ship  labourers 

Railway  clerks 

Teamsters 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Letter  carriers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Bartenders 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 


03 

c 

o    . 
•£  be 

rt  a 

.—  ^3 
fl   eg 

be*-' 
±-  *- 

O  o 

u   c3 
©    U 

I. a 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  New  Brunswick  . 


Transport 

Railway  trackmen . . . 
Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners . 

Painters  and  decorators 
Printing 

Printers 

Tobacco  

Tobacco  workers. 

Transport 

Railroad  telegraphers . . , 

Railway  trackmen 

Truckmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  P.  E.  Island, 


1 
1 
1 

Y 

i 


i 
i 

i 
i 

2 
2 


1 
1 


00 

a 

'■+3 
cS 

H 

g 

to 
u 

O 

DO 

|0 

3.2 
ft 


1 

"s 


1 
'  1 


1 
10 


1 
1 
"l 
'  1 
1 
$ 


1 
"t 

1 
"l 
"s 


s 
"l 
"l 
"s 


a 

£?_>, 

..  .   tit 

•a  a 

3    M 

fts 

3  "3 

o  N 

En 


20 

1 
1 


49 


10 
1 

1 
3 


16 


Summary  by  Provinces  :— Nova  Scotia,  73  ;  New  Brunswick,  49 ;  Prince  Edward  Island,  16.    Total,  13$. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
L.  O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  A.  No.  1. 

LABOUR   ORGANIZATION   IN   CANADA— ITS    GROWTH    AND    PRESENT 

POSITION. 

TABLE  SHOWING  THE  NUMBER  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  THE  MARITIME  PROVINCES 
ON  JULY  31,  1902,  ACCORDING  TO   CLASSIFIED  GROUPS  OF  TRADES. 


Classified  Group  of  Trades. 


Building 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Woodworking 

Printing 

Clothing 

Tobacco. 


Nova 
Scotia. 


9 
7 
2 
3 
1 


New 
Bruns- 
wick. 


Mining  and  Quarrying 

Transport 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities . 
Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees. 

Delivery  Employees 

Clerks 

General  Labour 


23 

19 

1 


1 
2 
5 


73 


49 


Prince 

Ed  ward 

Island. 


5 

2 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

33 

6 

1 

1 



1 

6 

16 


to  the  article  on  this  subject  which  appear- 
ed in  the  August,  1901,  number  of  the 
Gazette.  * 

In  the  present  number  of  the  Gazette 
tables  descriptive  of  organization  in  the 
maritime  provinces  only  are  given.  These 
will  be  followed  in  subsequent,  issues  by 
similar  tables  for  each  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion. 

THE  MARITIME  PROVINCES. 
Extent  of  Organization. 

The  first  feature  of  importance  disclosed 
in  the  descriptive  tables  relating  to  the 
maritime  provinces  is  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  organizations  in  these  provinces  was, 
at  the  end  of  July,  1902,  138.  Of  this  num- 
ber, Nova  Scotia  had  73,  New  Brunswick 
49  and  Prince  Edward  Island  16.  A  sec- 
ond instructive  fact  is  the  material  extent 
to  which  cities  in  each  of  these  respective 
provinces  have  contributed  to  making  the 
total  of  each  province  what  it  is.  In  Nova 
Scotia,  for  example,  over  one-third  of  the 
organizations  of  the  entire  province  are  to 

*(See  Labour  Gazette,  Vol.  II,  No.  2,  page  90  : 
"  Labour  Organization  in  Canada."  I — His- 
torical.) 


be  found  in  Halifax,  where  the  number  is 
placed  at  26.  About  two-fifths  of  the  total 
organization  in  New  Brunswick  are  to  be 
found  in  St.  John,  which  has  20  organiza- 
tions, and  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  out  of 
a  total  of  16  organizations,  10,  or  consid- 
erably over  one-half,  are  in  Charlottetown. 
Of  the  other  localities  which  go  to  make 
up  the  totals  for  each  province  the  or- 
ganizations of  miners  to  the  number  of  13 
in  Cape  Breton  county,  6  in  Pictou  county, 
organizations  in  different  trades  to  the 
number  of  7  in  Sydney,  and  to  the  same 
number,  for  the  most  part  all  of  one  group, 
in  Truro,  constitute  most  of  the  organiza- 
tions of  Nova  Scotia.  In  New  Brunswick, 
Moncton  with  10  organizations,  Campbell- 
ton  and  Woodstock  with  4  bring  up  the 
total  in  that  province,  while  in  Prince 
Edward  Island,  Summerside  with  3  or- 
ganizations of  one  class  of  labour,  leaves 
but  three  localities  each  with  a  single  or- 
ganization belonging  to  the  same  group  to 
make  up  the  total  for  that  province. 

Nature  of  Organization. 

Having  regard  in  the  next  place  to  the 
nature  of  existing  organizations,  it  will  be 
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Table  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  Labour 


Classified  group  of  Trades. 

Province. 

Year  in  which 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Printing 

Nova  Scotia 

Prince  Edward  Island , 
Nova  Scotia  ...... 

Nova  Scotia 

1860 

61 

62 

63 

64 
1 

i 
65 

66 

| 
67 

68 

69 

1870 
1 

71 

New  Brunswick. .    . 
Nova  Scotia 

1 

Prince  Edward  Island, 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

New  Brunswick 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

Nova  Scotia 

Tobacco 

Mining 

Transport    

Nova  Scotia    

1 

New  Brunswick 

1 

Prince  Edward  Island . 
Nova  Scotia 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities  

Nova  Scotia 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  

Delivery  Employees 

Clerks 

Prince  Edward  Island. 

.... 

1 

1 

1 

1 



1 

Total  number  of  organizations  formed  in 
Maritime  Provinces 

I 

seen  that  in  the  maritime  provinces  railway 
organization  has  been  by  far  more  extensive 
than  organization  in  any  other  class  of  em- 
ployment. Out  of  a  total  of  138  organiza- 
tions in  these  provinces  58  are  to  be  classed 
under  the  heading  of  transport.  In  the 
province  of  Nova  Scotia  33  of  this  num- 
ber, or  three-fourths  of  the  total  number 
of  that  province,  belong  to  this  group.  In 
Nova  Scotia  the  largest  single  group  of 
organizations  is  to  be  found  in  the  mining 


and  quarrying  industries,  there  being  23  or 
a  little  less  than  one-third  of  the  total  or- 
ganization of  the  province  in  this  group. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  are  no  organiza- 
tions of  this  group  in  either  of  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  Brunswick  or  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island.  This,  of  course,  chiefly  for 
reasons  to  be  found  in  the  natural  resources 
of  the  provinces,  Nova  Scotia  being  pre- 
eminently a  mining  province.  The  build- 
ing trades  are  next  In  the  number    of    or- 
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ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  POSITION. 


Organization  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 

L.  O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  B.  No.  1. 


Organizations  were  formed. 

Total      No.      in 
group  in   pro- 
vince named. 

Total     No.      in 
group  in  Mari- 
time Provinces 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

3 
3 

1880 

l 

1 

t 

1 
2 

8l| 

1 

1 

•  • 

2 

82 
1 

.. 
2 

4 

3 

83 

1 
1 

84 

85 
1 

1 
.. 

2 

86 

87 

i 

1 
3 

1 

5 

88 

1 

'i 

2 

89 

1 
1 

1890 

. . .  .i 

1 

1 

3 

91 

1 

1 
1 

o 
O 

92 

1 
1 

2 

93 

94 

1 
1 

<. 
2 

95 

1 
1 

96 

•  • 

97 

1 
1 

98 
1 

1 

i 
l 

4 

99 
1 

1 

1900  j 

8 

1 

01 

3 

1 

5 
2 

1 

2 
1 

1 
1 

5 

4 
2 

1 

1 

02 

2 
1 
1 

1 

i 
i 

3 

1 
1 

9 
4 
2 

7 
3 

2 
1 

3 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

23 

10 

19 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

o 

1 

8 

15 

10 
3 

5 

2 

2 
23 

30 

2 

1 
1 
1 

1 
3 

9 

33 

i 

7 
19 

11 

100 

106 

ganized  trades,  the  numbers  9,  4  and  2  in- 
dicating the  number  of  organizations  of 
this  group  in  the  provinces  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward 
Island  respectively,  appear  from  the  table 
to  be  indicative  of  the  comparative  activity 
of  organization  in  the  respective  provinces. 
The  metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades  come  next  in  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick;  and  general  labour  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island.     In  all 


of  the  other  trades,  excepting  possibly  the 
printing  trade,  organization  of  anything 
other  than  a  most  elementary  and  sparse 
nature  can  hardly  be  said  to  exist. 

Growth  of  Organization. 

Organization  in  the  maritime  provinces 
dates  from  the  year  1864.  The  first  or- 
ganization having  a  continuous  existence 
to  the  present  day  being  one  which  was 
formed  in  that  year  in  the  province  of  Nova 
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Scotia  in  the  metal  trades.     In  New  Bruns-  ers  in  Nova  Scotia  during  the  year  1900,  a 

wick,  a  union  in  the  transport  group  was  matter  of  last  and  the  present  year.     The 

organized  in  the  following  year,  and    two  total  number  of  organizations    formed  in 

years  later  a  union  belonging  also  .to  the  1901  was,  for  example,  33,  and  up  to  July 

transport  group  was  formed  in  Nova  Sco-  during  the  present  year  this  number    had 

tia.     In  1869  and  1870  unions  were  formed  been  increased  by  19,  making  a  total  of  52, 

in  the  printing    and  woodworking    trades  or  nearly  one-half  of  the  total  of  existing 

respectively  in  Nova  Scotia,  but  from  that  organizations  in  the  maritime  provinces, 
time    until    1879,   at  which   date  3    local 

unions  were  formed  in  the  mining  industry,  A  General  Review. 

no  new  organizations  with  an  existence  con-  Briefly    reviewing    the    entire    develop- 

tmuous  to  the  present  time,  were  formed.  ment  it  would  appear  that  during  the  years 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  dur-  1864    to    1870    organizatioI1    nad    become 

ing  these  early  years  some    successful    at-  known  through  the  formation  of  five  local 

tempts   at  organization    were    made.     The  unions?  aR>  with  one  exceptioI1)  in  the  pro. 

printers  of  St.  John,  N.B.,  for  example,  re-  vince  of  Nova    gcotia>     During    the  10% 

ceived  a  charter  from  the  National  Typo-  there   was   no    organization   whatever    ex- 

graphical  Union  in  May,  1865,  but  after  a  cepting  in  the  final  year>  the  formation  of 

few  years  they  ceased  to  exist  and  were  not  the  3  miners>  uniong  ag  above  mentioned. 

reorganized  until  February,  1881.  During  the  80's,  21  new  organizations  were 

Through  the    80's    organization    in    the  added  to  the  eight    already    existing,  and 

maritime  provinces  was  most  active  in  Nova  during  the  90's   this  number   was  further 

Scotia,    in   the   mining   industry,    and    in  increased  by  the  addition  of  28  more,  eight 

Nova   Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  in    the  of      which,      as      also      mentioned,      were 

transport  trades.     But  even  in  these  groups  formed  in  the  last    year    of    that    decade 

organization  was  intermittent.     From  1881  among  the  miners  of  Nova  Scotia, 

to  1890,  for  example,  there  is  no  record  of  In  Prince  Edward  Island  it  is  to  be  no- 

any  renewed  organizations  among  the  min-  ticed   that   the   first    organization    formed 

ers  in  Nova  Scotia,  although  the  formation  was  in  1898 .  all  of  the  otherS)  with  the  ex_ 

of  three  local  organizations  in  the  building  ception  of  five,  one  of  which  was  formed  in 

trades  in  the  years  1882,  1885  and  1888  re-  1899>  and  the  other  fcmr  last  year>  were  or_ 

spectively,  ^  and  the   formation   of    one    or  ganized  during*  the  first  seven  months   of 

two  organizations  in  the  transport  group,  ^he  present  year, 
show  that  among  labour    generally    there 

was  some  activity  along  organization  lines.  Additional  Tables. 

Most  remarkable,  however,   is    the    fact  Labour  organization  in  the  province  of 

that   organization   in    the    maritime    pro-  Quebec  will  be  the  subject  of  the  next  spe- 

vinces  of'  any  general  or  extensive   sort  has  cial  article  on  the  growth  and  development 

been  a  movement  largely  of  the  present  de-  of  labour  organization  in  Canada,  and  will 

cade,  and,  excepting  organizations  of  min-  appear  in  next  month's  Gazette. 


INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA— Concluded. 

INDUSTKIAL  conditions  in  British  Co-  the  Gazette.    In  that  part  an  account  was 

lumbia  was  the  subject  of  a  special  ar-  given  of  the  proportion   of  Japanese  and 

tide   based    on   the   recent   report   of   the  Chiinese    in   the    industrial   population    of 

Royal  Commission  on  Chinese  and  Japan-  the  province.     The  subjects  of  land  clear- 

ese  Immigration,   the  first  part  of   which  ing  and  agriculture  were  dealt  with,   and 

article  was  published  in  the  last  number  of  coal,   placer   and   lode   mining   treated    of 
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in  turn.  The  present  article  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  last  ;  and  is  concerned 
with  a  review  of  the  chief  remaining  in- 
dustries of  the  province. 

The  Lumber  Export  Industry. 

Altogether  there  were  in  1900  about 
1,800  whites,  240  Chinese  and  452  Japanese 
employed  in  the  lumbering  industry  ii* 
British  Columbia.  According  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Provincial  Timber  Inspector 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1900, 
152,488,199  feet  were  cut  upon  Crown  lands 
in  timber,  19,202,900  feet  in  cord-wood, 
and  61,140,883  feet  upon  leaseholds  in 
timber,  or  a  total  of  232,831,982.  There 
was  cut  upon  private  property  during  the 
same  period  9,745,641  feet  in  timber,  and 
upon  railway  lands  27,272,770  feet.  There 
were  6,386,077  feet  of  timber  imported.  In 

1899  the  cut  amounted  to  only  217,000,000 
feet,  or  about  59  million  feet  less  than  in 
1900.  These  figures,  of  course,  do  not  in- 
clude timber  cut  on  Dominion  lands. 

The  total  shipment  of  lumber  of  the 
British  Columbia  mills  for  export  during 

1900  was  84,210,553  feet,  to  which  the 
Chemainus  mills  contributed  38,365,853 
feet,  the  Hastings  mills  23,873,782  feet, 
the  Moodyville  mills,  19,312,482  feet,  the 
Royal  City  mills  at  New  Westminster, 
1,312,100  feet,  the  C.P.R.  mills  at  Fort 
Moody,  657,353  feet,  and  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Lumber  Company,  Barnett,  659,003 
feet.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the  three 
mills  first  mentioned  contributed  about  97 
per  cent  of  the  total  export.  From  the 
Puget  Sound  mills,  during  1900,  there  was 
a  total  export  of  156,857,489  feet. 

The  destination  of  the  timber  exported 

from  the   British   Columbia  mills  was   as 

follows  : — 

Feet. 

Great  Britain  and  Europe..   ..  25,043,613 

Australia 33,936,773 

China  and  Japan 9,463,501 

Africa 5,887,385 

Peru 4,554,350 

Chili 3,858,830 

other  South  American,  Mexican  and 
United  States  Atlantic  ports  accounting 
for  the  balance. 


With  regard  to  wages,  a  foreman  earns 
from  $30  to  $140  a  month  and  board,  and 
aJapanese  labourer  from  90  cents  to  $1.25 
a  day  and  boarcT  Board  is  estimated  to 
cost  35  cents  a  day.  Unskilled  white 
labour  is  paidjfrom  $1.50  jto_$2  a  day,  semi- 
^s^iliea~from  $2  to  $2^50Tnd  skilled^  from" 
$2.50  to  $3.50,  or  as  high  as  $4.50  or  $5  a 
day. 

The  Shingle  Business. 

The  shingle  business  rests  upon  a  some- 
what different  footing  from  the  lumbering 
business  in  British  Columbia,  and  has  be- 
come a  very  important  industry.'  Alto- 
gether there  are  445  whites,  183  Chinese 
and  364  Japanese  engaged  in  the  shingle 
mills  of  the  province.  The  Pacific  Coast 
Company's  mills  have  a  pay-roll  of  $2,000 
a  month,  while  the  Heaps  Company  paid 
in  wages  during  March,  1900,  to  whites, 
$1,681.30  ;  to  Japanese,  $711.70;  and  to 
Chinese,  $540,  running  night  and  day.  The 
ordinary  sawyer  earns  $2.75  a  day  and 
$3.50  if  exceptionally  efficient.  Cord-wood 
cutting  is  done  through  the  agency  of 
Chinese  contractors  who  employ  men  at 
about  $1.20  a  day. 

The  Canning  Industry. 

The  canning  industry  in  British  Colum- 
bia ranks  in  importance  with  mining  and 
lumbering.  Its  growth  may  be  illustrated 
by  the  fact  that  in  1896  the  total  number 
of  licenses  granted  throughout  the  pro- 
vince was  3,533,  whereas  in  1901,  the  numb- 
er was^4^22^  of  which  1,958  were  granted 
to  Japanese,  548  to  canners  and  2,216  to 
others.  For  many  years  past  the  total  pack 
<?f  the  Pacific  Coast  has  been  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  3  million  cases,  but  during  1901, 
the  enormous  pack  of  over  5  million  cases 
of  48  one-pound  tins  is  reported.  Of  this 
number  over  1,200,000  were  produced  in 
British  Columbia,  950,000  of  which  were 
packed  on  the  Fraser  River.  In  1896,  14,- 
227  men  were  employed  in  the  industry  and 
the  plant  was  valued  at  2,197,248.  In  1900, 
the  figures  were  20,262  employees  and  $2,- 
839,904  for  value  of  plant.     It  is  estimated 
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that  4,000  Japanese  are  directly  engaged  in     in  hotels.    There  are  57  Japanese  domestics 


the  fishing  business. 


employed  in  Victoria. 


In  1900,  the  value  of  the  pack  by  districts  The  Laundry  Business, 

was  as  follow  :  Eraser    Kiver,  $1,590,532  ;  /prom  800  to  1)000  Chinamen  are  engaged 

Skeena  River,  $702,144;  Eivers  Inlet,  $439,-  ^in  this  business  in  British  Columbia,  and 

617 ;  Nass  Eiver,  $96,960 ;  Vancouver  Island,  over  a  quarter  of  „a ,  million^dollars  is  an- 

$82,089 ;  total,  $2,911,344,  as  based  upon  a  nually^aicTout  to  them  in  this  connection, 

uniform  price  of  10  cents  per  pound.     Of  There  are  40  Chinese  wash  houses  in  Vic- 

1he~  20,000  employees  engaged  in  the  fish-  toria>  employing  197  men,  35  in  Vancouver, 

eries    about  10,000    are    employed  in  and  employing  192   9  in  New  Westminster,  em- 

.     .                  .            '..     j.  ",           ,  ploying  38,  and  20  m  Rossland,  employing 

around  the  canneries,  and  of  these  about  6a     The  ayerage  wage  paid  ig  from  $g  tQ 

^3000   are   Chinese.     Forty-nine   of  the  74  $18  a  month  with  board, 
canneries  of  the  province  are  situated  on 

the  Fraser  River.     The'  process  of  canning  Merchant  Tailoring, 

is  almost  exclusively  done  by  contract,  the  In  1891  there  were  in  Victoria  18  white 

agreement  being  made  with  boss  Chinamen,  tailor  shops,  employing  150  men  and  women 

who  hire  their  own  help  in  their  own  way.  at  wages   amounting  to   about  $109,000   a 

* 

Certain  Chinamen  have  become  experts  in  year,  an  average  weekly  wage  of  $18  for 

the  business  and  earn  from  $35  to  $45  a  men  and  $10  for  women.    A  Tailors'  Union 

month,  being  furnished  generally  with  an  was  in  existence  with  a  membership  of  130. 

advance  of  from  $30  to  $40  at  the  opening  In  1901  there  were  21  white  men  and  30 

of  the  season.       The  contractor  also  sup-  women  and  girls    working    at    an    average 

plies  the  provisions  of  his  men,  and  it  is  wage  for  men  of  $12  and  for  women  of  $6, 

on  this  that  he  counts  on  making  the  chief  "of  a  yearly  total  of  $22,464,  high  class  worF- 

item  of  his  profit.     White  men  make  from  men  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  $18  per  week. 

$40    to    $100    a    month,   including  board,  Tnere  are  now  also  14  firms  of  Chinese  mer- 

which   is   commonly   estimated    at    $12    a  chant  tailors,  employing  84  hands,  engaged 

month.     The  value  of  the  plant  of  a  canner  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing  for  white 

runs  from  $10,000  to  $15,000,  when  capable  Pe0Ple>  and  two  Chinese  firms  engaged  in 

of  producing  from  1,500  to  2,000  cases  a  the  manufacture  of  Chinese  clothing.     The 

day.     Some  very  interesting    tables    as    to  Chlncse  P**  from  $25  to  $40  a  month>  and 

rates   of  wages,   hours   of  laBour,   cost   of  they  can  llYe  for  $7  or  $8  a  month-    Ready 

packing,   &c,   were   furnished    by    Messrs.  made  clotmn^  of  eastem  manufacture  has 

Ewen  &  Co.,  of  New  Westminster,  to  the  encroached  upon  the  tailoring  business  in 


Commission,  and  are  reprinted  in  the  re 
port. 

Domestic  Service. 


1/ 


British  Columbia,  and  is  responsible  for  a 
part  of  the  falling  off  in  business.  The 
Chinese,  however,  do  more  than  half  the 
trade  in  ordered  clothing  in  Victoria.  In 
the  evidence  given  before  the  commission 
White  girls  as  domestic  servants  can  get  in  this  connection,  a  journeyman  tailor  fur- 
employment  in  British  Columbia  at  from     nished  the  following  statement   as   to   the 

$15  to  $20  a  month,  and  are  very  scarce.     cost  of  livin£  in  Victoria  :—  j 

This  class  of  employment  throughout  the 

province  is  largely  in  the    hands    of    the 

Chinese.     Thus  in  Victoria  there  are  330 

Chinese  domestic    servants,  in    Vancouver 

265,  in  New  Westminster  65,  in  Nanaimo 

42,  in  Kamloops  30,  and  in  Rossland  120, 

earning  wages  varying  from  $10  to  $30  a 

month  in  private  families  anof~$2'5  to  $45 


Rent $  96 

Groceries,  meat,  milk,   &c 365 

Boots  and  shoes 40 

Fuel 30 

Dry    goods    and    clothing    for    self, 

wife  and  children 100 

School  supplies 12 

Scavenger  9 

Taxes 5 

Furniture,   dishes,   &c 5 


Total $662 
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With  additions  for  laundry,  newspapers, 
church,  doctors'  bills,  &c,  this  amount  is 
brought  up  to  about  $800  a  year. 

The  wholesale  manufacture  clothing 
trade  is  chiefly  centered  in  the  city  of  Vic- 
toria. A  few  white  women  and  girls  find 
employment  in  it,  but  the  Chinese  have  al- 
most wholly  displaced  white  labour  in  some 
of  the  branches.  The  work  is  done  by  the 
Chinese  through  the  Chinese  contractors. 
From  $2.25  to  $6  per  dozen  is  paid  for  mak- 
ing trousers. 

The  Boot  and  Shoe  Trade. 

There  is  one  small  boot  and  shoe  factory 
in  British  Columbia,  situated  at  Victoria, 
employing  16  Chinese  at  from  $1  to  $1.35  a 
day7"and  4  white  men  at  from  $2  to  $3  a 
dayT  Eight  years  ago  there  were  150  Chinese 
employed  in  this  branch  of  industry,  and  30 
white  men.  Eastern  competition  has  ac- 
complished this  result,  owing  to  the  fact 
that,  although  as  many  lines  are  required 
in  British  Columbia  as  in  the  east,  a  com- 
paratively small  number  of  each  is  needed, 
and  manufacture  on  a  cheap  scale  is  there- 
fore impossible. 

Cigarmaking. 

At  Victoria  32  hands  are  employed  in 
cigarmaking,  of  whom  19  only  are  cigar- 
makers  proper.  The  rate  of  wages  paid  is 
that  of  the  Cigarmakers'  International 
Union,  which  took  effect  on  May  1,  1899, 
and  ranges  from  $11  to  $19  per  thousand 
cigars,  or  from_$1.10  to  $1.90  a  hundred.  At 
Victoria  there  are  7  Chinese,  including  3 
Chinese  women  employed  in  the  trade  at 
from  50, cents  to  $1  per  hundred  cigars^ 
Cigarmaking  is  also  carried  on  at  other 
towns  and  cities  of  the  province,  but  no 
information  with  regard  to  them  is  included 
in  the  report. 

Brickmaking. 

There  are  300  men  employed  in  this  in- 
dustry in  British  Columbia,  85  to  90  per 
cent  of  whom  are  Chinese,  white  men  being 
^retained   only    as    teamsters""and    foremen. 
At  .Ramloops  alone  is  white    labour   exclu- 


sively employed.  The  Chinese  are  paid 
from  $9  to  $10  a  week,  a  Chinese  labourer 
earning  $2.50  a  day.  A  moulder's  work  is 
8,000  bricks  a  day.  The  price  of  bricks  at 
the  date  of  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
commission  was  $7.50  a  thousand. 

Lime  Burning. 

This  work  is  largely  done  by  Chinese, 
the  wages  being  from_$lJ;o  $1.25  per  day, 
white  men  receiving  $45  to  $50  per  month. 

Fruit  Canning. 

This  industry  is  as  yet  of  minor  import- 
ance in  British  Columbia.  Men  engaged 
in  it  receive  $60  a  month,  women  and  girls 

to  $35   a 


75   cents  to  $1   a  day,  boys 
month,  and  Japanese  $1  a  day. 

Sugar  Refining. 

Erom  70  to  100  men  are  employed  in 
this  industry,  97  per  cent  of  whom  are  un- 
skilled labourers.  The  lowest  ■  wage  paid 
is  20  cents  per  hour.  The  raw  material  is 
brought  from  Cuba,  Java.  Queensland, 
South  America,  Mauritius  and  Hayti.  The 
competition  with  Montreal  refineries  and 
with  the  refineries  in  China  is  keenly  felt. 
There  is  no  export  demand,  the  Indians  of 
the  province  furnishing  the  largest  market 
for  British  Columbia  sugar. 

Railways. 

There  are  4,693  men  employed  on  the 
Pacific  Division  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  at  $1.25  to  $1.50  a  day  for  white 
labour,  according  to  locality.  Of  these 
99  are  Chinese  and  from  70  to  300,  accord- 
ing to  the  season,  are  Japanese,  paid  from 
$1  to  $1.10  per  day  as  governed  by  local 
conditions.  An  approximate  statement  is 
given  in  the  report  regarding  white  labour 
employed  during  the  year  1900  on  the  Can- 
adian Pacific  Railway,  giving  full  details 
as  to  numbers,  class  and  wages  of  men 
employed. 

The  Nanaimo  and  Esquimalt  Railway 
Company  employ  from  150  to  200  white 
men  and  from  40  to  60  Chinese,  the  latter 


164                                                       TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  September,  1902 

chiefly  as  section  men  at  $1  a  day.  Ita-  fallen  in  1900  to  $88030.  Imports  in 
Hans  are  also  employed  on  construction  1900  were  $624,433,  and  exports,  $256,307. 
work  at  $1.40  per  day.  In  1900,  $2.50  a  The  war  in  China  is  held  to  account  in  part 
day  paid,  and  in  1901,  $2  for  white  labour  for  this  diminution,  but  the  facts  that  the 
on  railway  construction,  board  being  $5.25  importation  of  Chinese  tea,  sugar  and  mo- 
a  week  on  the  Lardo  extension.  The  Brit-  lasses  have  diminished  to  such  an  extent 
ish  Columbia  Electric  Eailway  Company  as  to  account  for  nearly  the  whole  difier- 
operates  lines  in  Victoria,  Vancouver,  New  ence  in  imports,  while  during  the  same 
Westminster,  and  between  Vancouver  and  period  the  Canadian  importation  of  tea 
New  Westminster,  employing  380  men,  all  fr0m  British  East  India  and  sugar  from 
white.  About  170  to  180  of  these  are  em-  the  United  States  and  Belgium  have  great- 
ployed  in  Vancouver,  60  to  70  in  New  ly  increased,  are  significant.  In  1896,  Can- 
Westminster,  and  140  in  Victoria.  ada  exported  $549,000  worth  of  cotton  and 

C.P.E.  Steamship  Company.  cotton  manufactures  and  $88,000  worth  of 

lumber.     In  1900  cotton  manufactures  had 

Under  present  conditions    the    company  fallen   to   $110?000)   while  lumber  had  in_ 

does  its  repair  work  at  Hong  Kong  with  creased   to   $116>000>        There   was   also   a 
Chinese  labour.  It  has  been  estimated  that  f alling.off  in  metais  and  their  manufacture 
if   this    work   were   performed   in   British  while  other  exports  slightly  increased.  Ex_ 
Columbia   it   would   mean   an  expenditure  ports  of  the  produce  of  the  farm  did  not 
of^  about   $7,536   a   month    to    mechanics,  amount  to  $5>00o. 
shipwrights,  caulkers,  coppersmiths,  black- 
smiths, painters,  riggers,  &c,  which,  with  Trade  with  Japan.  " 
other  expenditures,  would  swell  the  amount 

to  $10,000  or  $12,000  monthly.     About  570  Canada's  trade  with  Japan  is  very  small. 

Chinese  are  employed    on    the    company's  In   1900  tne   imports  were  valued  at  $1,- 

steamships  as  ship  servants.  762,534,  of  which  $1,301,215  were  free.  The 

importations  of  tea  alone  amounted  to  $1,- 

Chinese  Merchants  and  Traders.  276,736.    Exports  during  1900  were  valued 

There   are   in  the   city  of   Victoria   109  at  $112,308,  of  which  fish  and  lumber  were 

Chinese  firms  of  288  partners,  doing  a  total  the  chief  items.     The  export  trade  in  dried 

business  during  the  year  ending  February  salted  dog  salmon  to  Japan  shows  an  in- 

17,  1901,  of  $1,059,805.12.     Beal  estate  to  crease  from  $160,000  in  1898  to  $228,000 

the  value  of  $296,090.25  is  owned,  and  capi-  in  1900.     The  export  of  fish  and  fish  pro- 

tal  to  the  extent  of  $573,500  is  invested  in  ducts  to  Japan  since  1896  was  as  follows  :— 

business  by  Chinese  in  Victoria.    In  Van-  1896 $        2 

couver  there  are  143  Chinese  merchants  in  1897 1»079 

partnership,  comprising  47  firms  and  doing  ' '                                                 40*270 

business  to  the  amount  of  $578,051.50.  In  1900!!                                          ..    47^773 

the  city  of  Nanaimo  and  in  the  towns  of 

Extension,   Oyster  Bay,  Alexandria,  Wei-  Other  Industries. 

lington,  Chemainus  and  Duncans,  there  are 

38  Chinese  merchants,  doing  a  total  busi-  Other   industries   on   which    the    report 

ness     amounting     to     $162,930     annually,  touches  are  sealing,  with  regard  to  which 

New   Westminster  has   20   Chinese    firms  it  is  stated  that  24  men,  half'  of  whom  are 

doing  business  to  the  extent  of  $316,917,  indians,  as  a  rule  constitute  the  crew  of  a 

representing  a  capital  invested  of  $76,455.-  vegsel;  and  boat.building>  in  wnich  trade 

is  only  one  factory  using  machinery  in  the 

Trade  with  China.  province,  employing  24  hands  at  from  $3 

The  total  trade  of  Canada  with  China  to  $4  a  day  for  men,  and  $1.25  to  $2.50  for 

in  1896  amounted  to  $1,690,456,  which  had  boys. 
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WAGES  AND  HOURS   OF  RAILWAY    EMPLOYEES,    CANADA. 


DURING  the  three  past  months  the 
Department  of  Labour  has  been 
making  a  special  investigation  into  the 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  of  rail- 
way employees  in  Canada.  Official  com- 
munications were  sent  to  all  of  the  im- 
portant railway  companies  in  the  Domi- 
nion carrying  on  both  a  passenger  and 
freight  traffic.  The  number  of  these  roads 
may  be  placed  at  about  50,  regard  being 
had  to  such  only  as  are  doing  business  on 
a  scale  sufficiently  large  to  be  considered 
as  other  than  roads  of  a  particular  locality. 
With  but  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  re- 
quest of  the  department  for  official  re- 
turns from  these  companies  was  promptly 
complied  with.  Communications  were 
also  addressed  to  the  secretaries  of  the  sev- 
eral local  organizations  of  railway  em- 
ployees asking  for  a  statement  of  the  re- 
spective rates  current  in  the  localities  over 
which  the  local  unions  had  jurisdiction. 
The  number  of  local  organizations  of  rail- 
way employees  in  Canada  is  about  250. 
By  the  secretaries  of  some  of  these  locals 
prompt  and  explicit  returns  were  made, 
but  from  a  considerable  number,  either 
through  oversight,  delay  or  other  reason, 
the  Department  did  not  receive  satisfac- 
tory replies.  From  the  returns  obtained  in 
this  manner  from  both  employers  and  em- 
ployees, statistical  tables  showing  the  cur- 
rent wages  and  hours  have  been  prepared. 

Classes  of  Employees. 

In  the  communications  addressed  to  the 
railway  companies  and  to  the  local  unions 
it  was  stated  that  the  Department  was 
desirous  of  having  its  information  as  ac- 
curate as  possible,  and  particulars  were 
asked  in  regard  to  the  following  classes  of 
employees  :  Railroad  conductors,  locomo- 
tive engineers,  locomotive  firemen,  train- 
men, switchmen,  trackmen,  telegraphers 
and  freight  handlers.  The  present  issue 
of  the  Gazette  contains  statistical  tables 
on  the  rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  the 
rst  of  these  groups,    viz. :    railroad    con- 


ductors. Tables  giving  like  information 
in  regard  to  the  other  groups  will  appear 
in  subsequent  issues  of  the  Gazette,  in  the 
order  here  stated. 

Methods  of  Classification. 

In  all  cases  an  attempt  has  been  made 
to  classify  the  information  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  indicate  the  nature  and  amount 
of  the  rates  in  the  different  parts  of  the 
Dominion,  and  to  make  the  information 
readily  accessible  for  purposes  of  imme- 
diate reference  and  comparison.  As  the 
object  sought  in  the  investigations  con- 
ducted by  the  Department  into  current 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  is  the  furnishing 
of  statistical  data  of  existing  conditions 
in  the  various  trades  of  Canada,  and  not 
the  disclosure  of  facts  in  regard  to  any 
particular  business,  it  is  apparent  that  this 
iend  may  best  be  served  by  stating  the 
rates  only,  and  not  publishing  the  names 
of  the  companies  to  which  the  several 
classes  of  rates  apply.  In  the  tables  which 
appear  an  index  number  has  therefore  been 
substituted  for  the  names  of  companies. 
In  order  to  enable  as  correct  an  estimate 
as  possible  to  be  made,  it  has  been  thought 
best  to  publish  separately  the  rates  paid 
by  individual  companies;  any  attempt  at 
averages,  except  to  a  limited  degree  and 
confined  to  the  rates  paid  to  their  employ- 
ees by  particular  roads  only,  would  be 
misleading.  This  is  true  in  part,  because 
of  the  fact  that  different  methods  of  pay- 
ment prevail  on  different  roads  even  in 
close  proximity  to  each  other  and  in  the 
same  province,  and  in  some  cases  to  a  cor- 
rect understanding  of  the  rate  itself,  the 
method  of  payment  is  quite  as  important 
as  the  amount.  Accordingly  it  has  been 
found  necessary,  even  at  the  expense  of 
considerable  space,  to  give  what  might  ap- 
pear to  be  an  unnecessarily  minute  classi- 
fication and  a  variety  of  details.  Eightly 
considered,  however,  this  detailed  classifi- 
cation should  be  of  the  very  greatest  as- 
sistance  in   making   intelligible    the    data 
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P.E.  Island. 

1st  year's  service 
(on  mileage  basis) 
2nd 
3rd 

Regular  express. 
Extra  service.. . . 

(150miles  =  lday) 

$  cts. 
2  00 

2  20 
2  40 

2  75 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

1st  year's  service 
(on  mileage  basis) 
2nd           .. 

...    . 

3rd            n 

4th  sub.    it 

Novd  Scotia. 

1st  6  months 

2nd 

60  00 

3rd       subsequent 
years. 

20 

1st  year's  service 

2nd 

3rd 

4th            ., 

1st  year's  service 

2nd 

3rd 

4th  sub.   ii 

(10  hours  — day). . 

1  90 

2  10 
2  30 
2  50 
2  00 
2  20 
2  40 
2  75 

1  83 
1  75 

1st  year  s  service. 



2nd'          n 

3rd            .1 

4th  subsequent 
service. 

Consolidation  en- 
gines 10c.  extra 
per  day. 

New   Bruns- 

57 90 
-61  00 

50  00 
50  00 

wick. 

Regular 

1st  year's  service 

2nd 

3rd 

Main  line  (senior 
rate)  10  hours. 

(Junior  rates  are 
20  p.c.  less). 

Branch  lines. . 

1  40 

2  20 
2  40 
2  00 
2  20 
2  40 

•     • 

l>t  year's  service. 



. .    . 

2nd' 

3rd 

4th  sub.     ii 
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gines  10c.  e\tra 
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2  75 



2  50- 
3  65 

Main     line 
(senior  rates) 
10  hrs. 
(Junior  rates 

are  20  p.  c. 

less). 

3  00- 

3  15 

80  00- 

95  00 

Branch  lines,  iun. 

Quebec 

i 

it             sen. 

Extra  allowance 
forheavy  engines, 
e.g.  mogul  10 
wheel  engines  10c. 
per  100  miles. 

Consolidation  and 
mastodon.  and 
decapod  25c.  i>er 
100  miles. 

(Special  freight) — 
1st  class 

18 

20 
19 
22 

(12  hours  or  22G 
miles  as  1  day. ) 

2  90 

3  25 
3  00 

1st  class. . . . 

2  25 
2  00 

1  75 

2nd     .1     .... 

3rd     it     

• 

Main  line 

75  00- 
1  95  00 

Mainline 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 
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.... 

' 

..... 
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2  00 
2  20 
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2  75 

2nd            i. 
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3  00 
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Main     line    senior 
rates,  10  hours. 
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ii             sen. . 

1st  class  

.... 
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2  58 

•   •   •   • 

2  00 
1  90 
1  75 

3  75 
3  00 

2  64 

3  04 

.  . 

.  •   •    - 

•   •  ■   • 

i 
1 

2  35 
2  10 
1  85 

1st  class  

1  90 
1  80 
1  70 

2nd     h    *... 

3rd     n    

2nd     , 

3rd     ,i     

2  75 

1 
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(12  hour  day)  . . . 

1st  year's  service. 
2nd 
3rd 

4th  &  subsequent 
year's  service. 

• 
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50-70 
80 



Local 

Shorter  routes. .. 

Ontario .... 

1st  year's  service. 

2nd 

3rd           .1 

12  hours  =  day. . . 

1.75 
1.90 

2.00 

* 

60 

90 

110 
60-83 

12  hours = day. . . . 

.,. 

•SI    per    month 

added    for    each 

year's  service. 

Joint     service, 

with  other  road. 

SI     per     month 
added      foi     each 
year's  service. 

2  80 

Main  line 
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75 
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90 
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Guarantee 
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B.  Columbia. 
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■ 

Mountain  section. 
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' 
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•• 
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RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA— Continued. 
Railroad  Conductors — Continued. 

Train — Continued. 
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presented  and  serve  to  enhance  its  useful-  ment  of  different  rates,  instead  of  substi- 

ness  for  purposes  of  statement  and  com-  tuting    an    average,    the    Department    has 

panson.  given  the  minimum  and  maximum  rates, 

_                                    _-.      ,  as  stated  in  the  returns.       Other    facts, 

Rates  of  Railroad   Conductors.  ■  v    *               1          .,       ,         - 

sucn,  ior  example,  as  the  class  of  engine 

The  first  point  to  notice  in  connection  used,  regular  or  special  service,  branch  or 

with  the   earnings   of  railroad  conductors  main  line    service,  help  to  account  for  a 

is,  that  there  is  a  difference  in  the  rates  difference  in  rates  paid.    Where  these  have 

paid  according  to  the  class  of  trains  con-  been  cited  they  are  get  forth  in  ^  gta_ 

ductors  may  have  in  charge.     The  impor-  _.  , .     -,       ,-,            ,       ,,                  1    ,       ,. 

,                                           -IT,  tistical   tables   under   the   general  heading 
tant  classes  are,  passenger,  mixed,  through  .                          ... 
£    .  -,  ,            x    .  ,.         -,         ,  oi  specified  conditions, 
freight,  way  ireignt,  and  work  or  construc- 
tion trains.     Further,  a  difference  in  the  in   order   that   the   figures   given   might 
method  ^  of  payment   under   each   of   these  reflect  as  correctly  as  possibie  existing  con- 

classes  is  found  for  some  of  the  roads.    In  -,.,.                    ,        ,             ,                ^.,,    » 

...           .  ■    '  .    -           •          t       t-x  ditions,   care  has  been  taken  to  still  fur- 

tabulatmg    the    information    the    Depart-  xi.i--.i_                              3- 

.                       .                .      .  tner  classify  the  returns  according  to  pro- 

ment  has  not  sought  to  make  it  up  on  any  .              ...           ,                       _ 

,      .     .     .    ,           .          in       .j.          L.  vmces,  giving  m  each  province  the  rates 

one   basis   but   has   given   the  miormation  -j                 i                          i                   i 

.    _                    i.i                                 i  Paid  to   employees   on   roads   operated  en- 

precisely  as  stated  in  the  returns  received.  ..    i        ._■,.                    .               ,  .     ,, 

.                                 •       -n  i     j*        i    i        •  tirely  within  the  province,  and  in  the  case 


of  roads  running  through  two  or  more 
provinces  the  actual  rates  paid  in  the  pro- 
vince specified,  whether  they  be  the  same 
or  different  from  the  rates  paid  by  the 
same  company  in  any  other  province. 
Moreover,  where  within  any  one  province 
the  same  company  has  a  higher  rate  in 
one  division  than  in  another,  this  fact  has 
been  noted  either  by  giving  a  minimum 
or  maximum  rate  or  by  indicating  the 
difference  in  the  parts  of  the  province  to 
which   the   rates   apply. 


As  a  consequence,  it  will  be  found  that  in 
some  cases  payment  is  by  the  month,  in 
others  that  the  unit  of  payment  is  so  much 
per  day,  per  hour,  per  100  miles  or  per 
mile.  Allowing,  as  a  sort  of  general  rule, 
100  miles  or  10  hours  as  an  equivalent  of 
a  day  where  the  contrary  is  not  specified, 
little  difficulty  should  be  experienced  in 
obtaining  for  purposes  of  comparison  an 
approximately  correct  estimate.  It  must 
not  be  forgotten,  however,  that,  as  a  means 
of  securing  a  common  denominator,  this 
method  is  applicable  only  in  a  very  gen- 
eral way  and  in  some  cases  is  possibly  mis-  As  the  information  in  regard  to  rates 
leading.  -s   se^   forth   so    concisely    in    the    tables 

Causes  of  Differences  in  Rates.  which  have  been  prepared  and  which  are 

published  herewith,  no  statement  need  here 
It  should  be  observed  that  even  on  the  be  made  of  the  average  earning  of  rail- 
same  road,  in  the  same  classes  of  trains,  road  conductors  or  of  the  nature  of  differ- 
and  in  the  same  localities,  a  difference  in  ences  which  exist  on  different  roads  and 
the  rates  paid  may  exist,  this  difference  in  different  parts  of  the  Dominion.  Any 
depending  in  most  cases  on  the  length  of  general  statement  could  hardly  be  other 
service.  Where  such  a  difference  has  been  than  misleading  if  given  a  limited  applica- 
specified  in  the  returns  received  it  has  tion,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  best  that  de- 
been  indicated  in  the  schedules  prepared.,  ductions  should  be  drawn  from  the  tables 
Sometimes  the  difference  is  to  be  account-  themselves,  the  explanations  as  to  the 
ed  for  by  certain  features  of  the  road  methods  of  classification  and  determining 
being  considered  favourable  or  otherwise  factors  given  herewith  being  intended  to 
on  account  of  the  length  of  the  run,  proxi-  serve  as  a  means  of  giving  colour  and 
mity  to  cities  or  other  reason.  Where  true  proportion  to  the  purely  statistical 
differences  of  this  sort  have  led  to  the  pay-  data   the  tables   contain. 
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INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

THE  Eighth  Annual  Abstract  of  Labour  ported  in  the  same  year,  41,878,345.  Parti- 
Statistics  of  the  United  Kingdom,  for  culars  are  also  given  under  this  heading  of 
the  year  1900-1901,  published  by  the  Lab-  work  done  by  labour  employment  bureaus, 
our  Department,  Board  of  Trade,  London,  The  number  of  fresh  applicants  for  work 
recently  published,  is  filled  with  much  in-  during  each  month  of  the  year  1901  aver- 
teresting  information  upon  various  indus-  aged  1,445,  of  whom  an  average  of  782 
trial  conditions  in  the  United  Kingdom,  found  employment.  The  number  of  women 
and  contains  numerous  statistical  tables  seeking  work  at  employment  bureaus  was 
on  subjects  of  general  interest  to  labour.  7,609  in  1901,  of  whom  1,516  were  engaged 
The  report  is  composed  of  condensations  of  by  employers, 
labour  statistics  which  have  been  presented 

throughout  the  year  in  the  English  Lalour  Wa^es  and  Ho™s  of  Iabour- 

Gazette,  and  other  publications  of  the  Lab-  Under  the  heading  of  Wages  and  Hours 

our   Department   of  .  the   Board   of   Trade,  of  Labour  are  given  particulars  as  to  stand- 

The   report   is    divided   into    nine   parts  :  ard  rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  pre- 

(1)  Employment,  production  and  exports;  vailing  at  the  beginning  of  1902,  changes 

(2)  Wages  and  hours  of  labour ;  (3)  Prices ;  in  rates  and  hours  of  labour,  profit  shar- 
(4)  Trade  disputes  and  conciliation;  (5)  ing,  &c.  The  number  of  individuals  affect- 
Industrial  accidents  and  diseases ;  (6)  Asso-  ed  by  changes  in  rates  of  wages  was,  in 
ciations  of  employers  and  workmen;  (7)  1901,  901,820,  the  net  fall  in  all  trades 
Population;  (8)  Occupations  of  the  people;  being  £78,516,  of  which  £62,603  were  in  the 
and  (9)  Miscellaneous.  mining  and  quarrying  trades  and  £21,127 

in  the  metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 

Employment,  Production  and  Exports.  trades>  the  building  trades  alone  showing 

Under  the  head  of  fluctuations  in  em-  a  rise  of  £2,293.  The  number  of  persons 
ployment,  tables  are  presented  giving  the  affected  by  changes  in  hours  of  labour  was 
percentage  proportion  ot  trade  unionists  24,749  in  1901,  and  the  net  decrease  in 
unemployed  for  the  years  1888  to  1901  in-  weekly  hours  of  labour  51,748,  the  same 
elusive ;  number  of  miners  employed  in  figures  for  1900  being  respectively,  57,726 
mines  ;  days  worked  per  week  by  coal  and  238,043.  This  chapter  concludes  with 
mines,  and  general  employment  in  iron  and  tables  on  the  profit-sharing  system,  by 
steel  works,  tinplate  works,  on  docks  and  which  it  is  shown  that  the  number  of  per- 
wharfs,  and  employment  of  women  and  sons  employed  in  businesses  in  which  pro- 
girls  in  the  textile  trades.  The  percentage  fit-sharing  was  known  to  exist,  was  in  June, 
of  unemployed  members  of  trade  unions  1900,  54,168,  and  in  June,  1901,  53,526. 
for  all  trades  for  which  returns  were  re-  The  number  of  profit-sharing  schemes  that 
ceived  was,  in  1901,  3  -8  as  compared  with  have  ceased  to  exist  since  1829  is  given  at 
2  -9  for  1900.  The  average  number  of  days  98,  the  causes  being  variously  assigned  to 
worked  per  week  in  1901  was  5  -12  in  the  death  of  employer,  liquidation,  &c,  the  chief 
coal  mines  and  5  -58  in  the  iron  mines,  of  these  causes  being  liquidation,  losses  or 
The  percentage  of  women  and  girls  employ-  want  of  success,  and  dissatisfaction  of  em- 
ed   at  mills   giving  full  employment,   was  ployers  with  results. 

83  *8    in    cotton    spinning,    69  -6    in    cotton  ^  . 

Prices 
weaving,  and  77  "3  in  woollen  and  worsted 

trades.  The  mean  daily  number  of  labour-  The  ascertained  prices  of  coal  and  iron, 
ers  employed  on  London  docks  and  wharfs  obtained  from  an  examination  of  certain 
was  16,454  in  1901,  as  compared  with  15,530  employers'  books  by  accountants  appointed 
in  1900.  The  production  of  coal  in  1901  by  the  employers  and  workpeople  concern- 
was  219,046,945  tons,  and  the  amount  ex-  ed,  are  given,  and  the  statement  made  that 
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these  ascertained  prices  are  largely  used  in  settled,  431  were  by  direct  arrangement  or 
regulating  changes  of  wages  under  sliding  negotiation  between  the  parties  or  their 
scales,  &c.  Prices  are  also  given  for  wheat,  representatives,  80  by  replacement  of  work- 
barley  and  oats  for  the  years  1860  to  1901  people,  44  by  return  to  work  on  employers' 
inclusive.  Bread  prices  for  1900  and  1901  terms  without  negotiation,  21  by  arbitra- 
are  also  given,  the  average  price  per  4-lb.  tion,  12  by  conciliation  and  mediation,  2  by 
loaf  at  co-operative  stores  being  about  5d.  closing  of  works  and  34  were  reported  as 
in  1901,  a  slight  advance  over  prices  in  the  indefinite  or  unsettled.  The  mining  and 
year  preceding.  quarrying  trades  show  the  greatest  percent- 
age of  work-people  engaged  in  labour  dis- 
Trade  Disputes  and  Conciliation.  putes     0f  the  total  of  33  strikes  settled  by 

Trade  disputes,  which  are  given  for  the  arbitration     and     conciliation,     11     were 

years  1894  to  1901  inclusive,  are  grouped  settled  under  the  Conciliation  Act  of  1896, 

by  trades,  by  causes  and  results,  and  other  10  h?  trade  boards,  and  12  by  individuals. 

tables  are   given  showing  the  methods   of  ,.,,.,-      •  -,      ,          -.,■*. 

..->         .    ,,      ,.  .  .  .       re    ,   T        -i   ,i  Industrial  Accidents  and  Diseases, 
settlement,   the   districts   anected   and   the 

percentage  of  working  population  involved  The  chapter  on  industrial  accidents  and 
in  disputes  in  groups  of  trades.  The  figures  diseases  gives  a  list  of  cases  of  poisoning 
for  1901  show  624  disputes  indirectly  affect-  and  anthrax  in  factories  and  workshops  for 
ing  175,165  workingmen,  with  an  aggregate  1900  and  1901,  and  shows  a  total  of  1,05  S 
duration  in  working  days  of  3,930,841.  Of  cases  from  lead  poisoning,  22  from  arsenic 
these  disputes  55,440  were  in  connection  poisoning,  37  cases  of  anthrax,  chiefly  from 
with  wages,  18,815  being  for  increases,  14,-  the  handling  of  wool  and  hides  and  skins, 
439  against  decrease,  and  the  balance  for  and  3  cases  of  phosphorus  poisoning.  Lead 
other  causes  having  to  do  with  wages.  A  poisoning  was  responsible  for  38  deaths, 
total  of  4,198  had  to  do  with  hours  of  lab-  arsenic  for  3,  and  7  deaths  resulted  from 
our,  1,464  being  for  a  decrease  and  2,734  anthrax,  contracted  in  wool  sorting,  hand- 
with  other  causes,  while  the  employment  of  ling  of  horsehair,  and  of  hides  and  skins. 
particular  classes  or  persons,  working  ar-  Industrial  accidents  are  classified  under 
rangements,  trade  unionism  and  other  various  headings,  showing  the  industries  in 
causes,  account  for  47,780  of  the  work-peo-  which  the  accidents  occurred,  nature  of  in- 
ple  concerned,  making  a  total  of  107,418  jury,  &c.  The  total  number  of  accidents 
directly  affected.  The  percentage  propor-  resulting  in  death,  both  male  and  female, 
tion  of  work-people  directly  concerned  and  reported  under  the  factory  and  work- 
shows  51*6  per  cent  for  wages,  21-5  per  shop  Acts,  is  given  at  1,035  for  1901,  and 
cent  working  arrangements,  trade  unionism,  the  total  of  non-fatal  accidents  at  32,729. 
10*6  per  cent,  employment  of  particular  The  total  number  of  accidents  resulting  in 
classes  of  persons,  9*5  per  cent,  hours  of  death  and  reported  under  the  coal  mines 
labour,  3*9  per  cent  and  other  causes  2*9  regulation  Acts  was  1,101  in  1901,  the 
per  cent.  The  results  of  disputes,  based  figures  for  the  same  year  in  metalliferous 
on  the  number,  are  given  in  the  following  mines  being  but  30.  The  number  of  acci- 
percentages :  dents  to  railway  servants  and  seamen  is 
In  favour  of  work-people,  24  -5;  in  favour  also  Siveu>  with  Particulars  as  to  the 
of  employers,  41-0;  compromised,  29'0;  causes«  The  number  of  deaths  of  seamen 
indefinite  or  unsettled,  5  -5.  The  percent-  in  1901  was  i'723'  and  that  of  railwa>'  ser" 
ages  based  on  the  number  of  work-people  vants  m  the  same  ^ear  565>  Wlth  inured  to 
directly  involved  show  somewhat  different  the  number  of  14»740. 

results,  27*1  being  in  favour  of  work-people,  .         .   ..           „  _       .                  ,  _    , 

00  n  .     *             *        i           Qa  o      _  Associations  of  Employers  and  Workmen. 

32*6  in  favour  oi  employers,  36*2  cornpro-  r    J 

mised  and  4*1  indefinite  or  unsettled.     Of  In  a  general  summary  of  associations  of 

the  methods  by  which  trade  disputes  were  employers  for  the  year  1901,  the  number  of 
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associations  in  the  different  trades  is  given,  tenements  are  also  dealt  with,  ordinary 
Associations  formed  purely  for  the  pur-  tenements  which  have  more  than  two  occu- 
poses  of  trade  protection,  insurance  and  the  pants  per  room,  bedrooms  and  sitting 
diffusion  of  information,  have  been,  so  far  rooms  included,  being  considered  as  over- 
as  possible,  excluded.  The  building  trades  crowded.  Of  this  class  of  tenement  there 
come  first  with  a  total  number  of  associa-  were  481,653,  with  a  total  number  of  occu- 
tions  of  425,  metal,  engineering  and  ship-  piers  of  3,258,044,  the  total  population  for 
building  trades  have  103,  clothing  trades  the  districts  being  29,002,525.  The  condi- 
G6,  textile  trades  52,  mining  and  quarrying  tions  in  Scotland  and  Ireland  are  different 
36,  miscellaneous  trades  186,  a  grand  total  from  those  in  England,  in  so  far  as  the 
of  870.  In  1900,  there  were  1,272  trade  character  of  the  houses  is  concerned,  no 
unions,  with  a  total  membership  of  1,905,-  tenements  being  given  for  Ireland,  and 
116,  the  membership  being  highest  in  the  those  in  Scotland  differing  in  some  respects 
mining  and  quarrying,  metal,  engineering  from  those  in  England,  the  number  of  fam- 
and  shipbuilding,  textile  and  building  ilies  being  given,  instead  of  the  number  of 
trades.  Figures  are  given  for  100  of  the  tenements.  There  were,  according  to  the 
principal  trade  unions,  showing  funeral  and  census  of  1891,  872,357  families  in  Scotland, 
other  benefits,  working  and  other  expenses  with  a  total  number  of  persons  of  3,935,134. 
and  total  expenditures,  with  tables  on  in-  The  number  of  houses  in  Ireland  is  given 
come,  funds  and  expenditure  of  25  of  the  at  870,578,  the  number  of  families  occupy- 
largest  trade  unions.  Federations  of  trade  ing  them  being  932,113.  The  chapter 
unions,  trade  councils  and  congresses  are  concludes  with  the  population  of  England 
also  shown  in  detail.     Similar  information  and  Wales  grouped  according  to  age. 

on  workmen's  clubs,  co-operative  societies,  _            , .            •   *-.%»       ■ 

,         ,    .,,.           ,  j.  .     ,,          ...       i  Occupations  of  the  People. 

loan,  building  and  inendly  societies  closes  r 

this  part  of  the  report.  This  section  of  the  report  on  the  occu- 
pations of  the  people  gives  a  summary  of 
Population.  foe   occupations    of   work-people,  compiled 
The  chapter  on  population  deals  with  the  from  census  reports  for  1891,  occupation  of 
growth  and  movement   of  population,   the  children  under  15  years  of  age,  employment 
housing  of  the  people  and  their  ages.     The  in  factories  and  workshops  in  1897-8,  num- 
estimated  population  of  the  United  King-  ber  of  persons  employed  in  textile  indus- 
dom  for  1901   is  given  at  41,546,660,   and  tries,  &c,  &c.     The  number  of  males    en- 
additional  tables  present  information  as  to  gaged  in  industrial  occupations  is  given  at 
the  population  of  towns  with    more    than  5,494,446  for  England  and  Wales,  742,036 
100,000  inhabitants,  births,  deaths  and  mar-  for   Scotland   and   404,899    for    Ireland,   a 
riages,   and  destination   of  emigrants.     In  total  of  6,642,381.     The  unoccupied,  under 
1901,  there  were  104,195  emigrants  for  the  which  heading  are  included  children  of  no 
United   States,   15,757   for   British    North  stated  occupation,  students  and  pensioners, 
America,    15,350   for   Australia    and    New  are  stated  to  be   6,852,831   in  the    United 
Zealand,  23,143  for  South  Africa,  and  13,-  Kingdom.     The   number    of    females    em- 
270  for  other  places  out  of  Europe,  making  ployed  industrially  is  1,840,898  in  England 
a  total  of  171,715,  of  whom  111,585  were  and  Wales,  290,368  in  Scotland,  and  252,- 
English,  20,920  Scottish  and  29,210  Irish.  255  in  Ireland,  a  total  for  the  United  King- 
Figures  from  the  census  of  1891  are  given  dom  of  2,383,521.     The  total  number  of  Un- 
as to  the  housing  of  the  people  and  a  class-  occupied  is  given  at  14,336,858.     The  total 
ification  made   of   tenements    in    England  number  of  persons  employed  in  textile  fac- 
and  Wales,   by  urban   and   rural   districts,  tories  in  1898  in  the  United  Kingdom  was 
The  total  number  of  tenements  in  all  dis-  1,036,570,  of  whom  387,583  were  males  and 
tricts  was  6,131,001,  with   a  total  number  648,987  females.     In  non-textile  factories, 
of  occupants   of   29,002,525.     Overcrowded  in  the  same  year,  the  total  was  2,892,643,  of 
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whom  2,308,847  were  males  and  523,796 
females.  In  the  workshops  in  1897,  320,- 
678  males  and  356,098  females  were  em- 
ployed, a  total  of  676,776  for  the  United 
Kingdom.  A  summary  is  also  given  of 
seamen  employed  on  ships  in  1891  and  1896, 
showing  a  total  of  172,773  for  1891  and 
180,366  for  1896.  The  percentage  of  wo- 
men employed  in  textile  trades,  married, 
unmarried  and  widowed  is  given  at  17*8, 
47 -1  and  2  -8  respectively. 

The  report  concludes  with  information 
concerning  workingmen's  compensation 
schemes,  industrial  actions  and  prosecu- 
tions, savings  banks  and  pauperism.  Tables 
are  given  showing  the  results  of  prosecu- 
tions under  the  Employers'  Liability  Act 
and  Workmen's  Compensation  Act.  There 
were  in  1900,  669  cases  under  the  former 
Act,  177  of  which  resulted  in  favour  of  the 
plaintiff  and  97  for  the  defendant,  15  were 
carried  to  higher  courts  and  380  otherwise 
disposed  of,  the  total  amount  of  damages 
awarded  being  about  £12,000.  Under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act  there  were 
1,942  cases,  1,050  of  which  resulted  in  fa- 
vour of  the  applicant,  275  in  favour  of  re- 
spondent, and  533  otherwise  disposed  of, 
with  a  total  amount  of  over  £50,000  award- 
ed for  compensation.  The  number  of  ac- 
counts open  in  post  office  savings  banks  in 
1900  was  8,439,983,  and  in  trustee  savings 
banks  for  the  same  year  1,625,023,  to  which 
were  added  for  accounts  in  penny  banks, 
charitable  institutions  and  friendly  socie- 
ties, a  total  of  31,550.  The  number  of  pau- 
pers in  the  United  Kingdom  on  July  1, 
1900,  is  given  at  753,469,  a  decrease  from 
the  previous  year,  when  the  figures  were 
768.304. 


UNIONS  FORMED   FOR   THE   MONTH 
OF  AUGUST,  1902. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 

notices   of  the  following  organizations   as 

having  been  formed  during  the  month    of 
August  : 

New  Brunswick — 

St.  John — Hod  Carriers  and  Mortarmen. 


Quebec — 

St.  Hyacinthe — Cigar  makers. 
Montreal — Longshoremen. 
Shawinigan   Falls — Protective    and    Be- 
nevolent Union. 

Ontario — 
Belleville — Barbers. 
Kingston — Barbers. 
Hamilton — Butchers. 

"  Theatre  Employees. 

"  Brewery  Workers. 

Toronto — Milk  Drivers. 
St.  Catharines — Saw  Makers. 

British  Columbia — 

Vancouver — Stationary  Firemen. 
Victoria1 — Labourers'  Protective  Union. 
"  Ship  Joiners. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, AUGUST,   1902. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  follow- 
ing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned ;  all  of  these  orders  wTere  given  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  sweating  system  and  securing  pay- 
ment to  the  working  men  and  working 
women  of  fair  wages,  and  the  performance 
of  the  work  under  proper  sanitary  condi- 
tions. 


Nature  of  Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  :  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals S     ."04 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps   and  type 23 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . .  .1         474 

Repairing  post  office  scales 18 

Supplying   mail    bags 560 

Repairing  mail  bags 516 

Repairing  mail  locks  and  keys,  also 
other  mail  bag  fastenings  and  fittings  .  .  42 

Repairing  letter  boxes  and  mail  clerks" 
tin  boxes 24 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing   postal  stores 0 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official    uniforms 3,970 
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GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 

(Information    supplied    by    the    Department   of   Public   Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  August,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages  '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract. 

Pile  wharf,  Huntsville,  Muskoka  District,  Ont.  Date  of  contract,  August  22, 
1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $2,770. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


Contractor's  foreman  carpenter $2.50  per  day  of  10  hours 


Carpenters 1.50 

Blacksmiths 1.25 

Blacksmiths'  helpers '  1.00 

Ordinary  labourers 1.00 

Driver,  with  one  horse  and  cart 2.00 

Driver,  with  two  horses 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


Astronomical  observatory  at  the  Experimental  Farm,  Ottawa,  Ont.    Date  of  con- 
tract, August  28,  1902.    Amount  of  contract,  $74,999. 

PAIR  WAGES   SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman,  for  masonry.. 
Contractor's  foreman,  for  carpentry 

Masons 

Bricklayers 

Stone  cutters   

Stone  setters 

Builders'  labourers 

Quarry  men 

Derrickmen 

Powdermen 

Excavators  

Carpenters   

Joiners   

Stair  builders 

Shinglers 

Lathers   

Plasterers   


Painters  and  glaziers i     1.75 


Blacksmiths 

Ordinary  labourers , 

Plumbers  and  steamfitters 

Metal  roofers 

Tinsmiths 

Electricians 

Driver,  with  one  horse  and  cart  . . 
Driver,  with  two  horses  and  wagon 
Timekeeper 


Rate   of  Wages. 

Not  less  than  the  following  : 

$3.50  per  day  of  9  hours. 

3.00 

9       ' 

3.24 

'     .        9       « 

3.24 

9       ' 

3.24 

9       ' 

3.24 

9       ' 

1.50 

9       * 

1.71 

9       « 

'      or  19c.  per  hour. 

1.71 

9       ' 

<                   t<            (< 

2.00 

9       « 

1.50 

9       ' 

2.00 

9       ' 

•tf.25 

9       ' 

2.50 

9       ' 

1.75 

9       ' 

2.25 

9       ' 

2.70 

9       ' 

1.75 

9       ' 

2.25 

9 

1.35 

9       « 

2.00 

9       ' 

2.00 

9       ' 

2.00 

9       ' 

1.80 

9       ' 

2.00 

9       ' 

3.00 

9       « 

1.50 

9       ' 
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INDUSTRIAL  DISTURBANCES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


FROM  time  to  time  the  Department  of 
Labour  at  Washington  has  devoted 
an  annual  report  to  an  analysis  of  the  in- 
dustrial disturbances  occurring  throughout 
the  United  States  during  a  certain  fixed 
period  of  time.  The  interval  between 
January  31,  1881,  and  December  31, 
1886,  was  thus  made  the  subject  of 
treatment  in  the  third  annual  report  of 
the  department  and  the  tenth  brought  down 
the  survey  of  strikes  and  lock-outs  occur- 
ring throughout  the  Union  to  June  30, 
1894.  The  sixteenth  annual  report  of  the 
Washington  Bureau,  which  has  been 
recently  published,  extends  the  account 
to  the  end  of  December,  1900.  As  the  two 
earlier  reports  are  out  of  print,  the  last 
volume  has  been  made  more  comprehensive 
by  the  incorporation  in  it,  in  consolidated 
form,  of  the  salient  facts  recorded  in  the 
previous  publications  of  the  department. 
To  this  historical  treatment  of  the 
industrial  disturbances  of  the  United 
States  is  added  a  statistical  statement  of 
strikes  and  lockouts  occurring  in  the  lead- 
ing European  countries  during  the  past 
few  years.  There  is  also  a  chapter  re- 
lating to  the  legal  enactments  and  deci- 
sions of  state  courts  in  connection  with 
industrial  disputes. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs  prior  to  1881. 

From  the  historical  standpoint,  the 
chapter  of  the  report  which  deals  with  the 
strikes  and  lock-outs  occurring  in  the 
United  States  prior  to  1881  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  interesting  and  valuable  in  the  vol- 
ume. The  important  questions,  whether 
strikes  and  lock-outs  are  novel  incidents  in 
the  history  of  industry,  or  whether  they  are 
relics  of  a  time  and  system  that  have  pass- 
ed away  ;  whether  they  are  the  result  of 
the  comparatively  modern  phenomenon  of 
trade  unionism,  the  simple  expression  of 
the  workingman's  discontent  and  dissatis- 
faction with  industrial  conditions,  or  are 
the  natural  and  unavoidable  results  of  the 
trend  of  industry  during  the  past  century, 


must  look  for  their  answer  in  just  such 
a  survey  of  the  progress  of  industry  during 
the  past  one  hundred  and  fifty  years.  It 
will  be  seen  that  while  the  strike,  as  a 
weapon  employed  by  the  working  classes 
to  obtain  redress  of  real  or  fancied  griev- 
ances, did  not,  in  the  United  States  pre- 
viously to  1880,  assume  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  call  for  the  intervention  of  gov- 
ernment, it  was  by  no  means  a  new 
phenomenon  at  that  date.  The  dis- 
turbances in  New  York,  in  1803, 
known  popularly  as  the  '  sailors'  strike/ 
and  for  long  held  to  be  the  earliest 
example  of  a  strike  in  the  United  States, 
is  proved  in  the  report  to  have  been  anti- 
dated  by  a  similar  disturbance  among  the 
bakers  of  the  same  city,  dating  as  far  back 
as  1741,  and  by  demonstrations  for  higher 
wages  on  the  part  of  the  shoemakers  of 
Philadelphia  in  1796,  and  again  in  1798 
and  1799.  From  this  time  forward  the 
practice  of  striking  by  employees  who  de- 
sired some  concession,  grew  gradually  until 
in  1835  the  number  of  such  disturbances 
reached  the  then  high  total  of  11  in  one 
year.  This  record  was  not  exceeded  until 
1853,  when  13  strikes  were  recorded.  In 
1867  there  were  87,  but  the  number  there- 
after immediately  sank  until  1871,  when 
there  were  78  strikes.  After  that  the  largest 
number  of  industrial  disturbances  reported 
was  47  in  1877  and  51  in  1879.  In  1880, 
there  were  813. 

Since  1841  there  has  been  no  year  with- 
out a  strike  or  lock-out  in  the  United 
States.  The  report  does  not  pretend  to 
cover  the  entire  field  in  its  investigations, 
but  relies  largely  upon  the  report  issued  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  of  Massa- 
chusetts in  1880,  embracing  an  account  of 
strikes  in  the  state  since  1825,  and  on  a 
similar  volume  of  statistics  published  by 
the  Bureau  of  Pennsylvania,  which  covered 
for  its  own  state  the  period  from  1835  to 
1881.  The  memorable  railway  strikes  and 
riots  which  occurred  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1877,  and  in  the  mining  regions  of  Ohio 
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between     1869 
described. 


and    1881,     are     carefully 


Strikes  and  Lock-outs  since  1880. 

It  is,  however,  with  the  extraordinary  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  strikes  and  lock- 
outs occurring  in  the  United  States  in  the 
year  1880,  and  continuing  annually  since, 
not  only  without  abatement  but  with  a 
marked  tendency  to  still  further  and  gra- 
dually increase,  that  the  present  phase  of 
this  important  industrial  phenomenon  may 
be  said  to  have  begun,  and  the  report  of  the 
Washington  bureau,  naturally  devotes 
almost  the  entirety  of  its  attention  to  a 
discussion  of  the  enormous  proportions  at- 
tained by  the  phenomenon  of  industrial  un- 
rest in  the  United  States  during  the  con- 
cluding twenty  years  of  the  nineteenth 
century.  In  treating  of  the  subject  the 
report  prefaces  the  following  definitions  of 
a  strike  and  of  a  lock-out  : — '  A  strike  oc- 
curs when  the  employees  of  an  establish- 
ment refuse  to  work  unless  the  manage- 
ment complies  with  some  demand  ;  a  lock- 
out occurs  when  the  management  refuses 
to  allow  the  employees  to  work  unless  they 
will  work  under  some  condition  indicated 
by  the  management.  It  appears,  there- 
fore, that  these  two  classes  of  industrial 
disturbances  are  practically  alike,  the  main 
distinction  being  that  in  a  strike  the  em- 
ployees take  the  initiative,  while  in  a  lock- 
out the  employer  first  makes  some  demand 
and  enforces  it  by  refusing  to  allow  his 
employees  to  work  unless  it  is  complied 
with.' 

The  authorities  from  which  the  informa- 
tion presented  in  the  report  has  been  col- 
lected were  files  of  leading  newspapers,  of 
trade  and  commercial  periodicals,  of  state 
labour  reports,  and  the  personal  inquiries 
of  agents  of  the  department,  to  whom  defi- 
nite districts  were  assigned  for  canvassing. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs  by  Years. 

During  the  20  years  beginning  January 
1,  1881,  and  ending  December  31,  1900,  the 
total  number  .  of  strikes  in  the  United 
States  was  22,793.     Beginning  in  1881  with 


471,  the  number  of  strikes  until  1885  was 
reached  remained  under  500.  In  1886  it 
was  1,432,  and  the  number  has  never  since 
fallen  short  of  1,000  per  annum,  except  in 
1888,  when  it  was  906.  The  year  1899, 
with  a  total  of  1,797  strikes,  presents  the 
highest  showing  on  the  list. 

As  to  the  number  of  establishments  in- 
volved, the  highest  showing  is  also  for  1889 
with  11,317  ;  1886  coming  second  with  10,- 
053.  Previously  to  1886,  the  number  in- 
volved never  exceeded  3,000,  while  since 
that  date  it  has  never  been  less  than  3,500. 
For  1900  the  number  was  9,248. 

There  were  in  all  6,105,694  employees 
thrown  out  of  work  by  reason  of  strikes 
between  1881  and  1900  ;  in  1894  alone  660,- 
425  were  involved  ;  over  500,000  in  1886  ; 
over  400,000  in  1897  and  1899  ;  over  300,000 
in  1895,  1887  and  1890  ;  and  over  200,000 
in  1885,  1889,  1891,  1892,  1893,  1896  and 
1898,  the  returns  for  1881  being  the 
smallest,  namely,  129,521. 

Lock-outs  constituted  during  the  same 
period  a  comparatively  small  portion  of  the 
industrial  disturbances  of  the  country. 
They  were  but  1,005,  in  number,  and  in- 
volved only  9,933  establishments  and  504,- 
307  employees  in  all. 

Of  the  employees  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment owing  to  strikes  between  1881  and 
1900,  90  per  cent  were  males  and  10  per 
cent  females. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs  ordered  by  Or- 
ganizations. 

About  63  per  cent  of  the  strikes  occur- 
ring in  the  United  States  between  1881  and 
1900,  were  ordered  by  labour  organizations, 
and  about  1.7  per  cent  of  the  lock-outs  which 
occurred  during  the  same  period  were  or- 
dered by  combinations  of  employers.  The 
years  1890-91-92  show  the  largest  propor- 
tions as  regards  this  class  of  strike,  the 
figures  being  74  per  cent,  71  per  cent,  and 
70  per  cent  respectively,  while  1881  and 
1882,  with  47  and  48  per  cent  respectively, 
show  the  lowest  proportions.  The  largest 
psrcentages  of  lock-outs  are  found  in  1881, 
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with  33  per  cent  and  in  1886  with  30  per  which  both  employees  and  employers  make 

cent.  up  much  of  the  time  lost  by  reason  of  the 

Interruption  of  Industry.  temporary  cessation  of  business.     The  com- 
putation  of   wage   losses    is,    accordingly, 

The  table  of  the  report  which  shows,  for  based  on  the  number  of  employees  thrown 

each  year   of   the  20  year  period  covered,  out  0f  employment,  their  average  wage,  and 

the  percentage  of  the  establishments  closed  the  number  of  working  days  which  elapsed 

in  consequence  of  industrial  disturbances,  bcfore   they   were   re.employed   or   secured 

furnishes    the    following     statistics  :     Of  work   elsewhere.     Reckoned   on   this   basis, 

117,509  establishments  in  which  strikes  oc-  the  loss  to  employees  in  the  establishments 

curred  during  the  20  year  period,  65  per  in    which    strikes   occurped  between    1881 

cent,  or  74,244  were  closed,  while  71  per  and   1900>   was   $257,863,478.     The   loss   to 

cent    of    those    subjected    to    lockouts,    or  employees  through  lockouts  for  the  same 

17,147  were  closed.     The  average  duration  period  was  $48,819,745,  or  a  total  loss  to 

of    stoppage    in    the   establishments    thus  employees  of  over  300  million  dollars.   The 

temporarily  closed  was  20  -1  days ;  the  same  average  loss  to  employees  in  each  establish- 

average  for  the  establishments  affected  by  ment  in  which  gtrikes  occurred  was  $2,194, 

lock-outs  was  52  4  days.  or  an  average  l0SS  of  $42  to  each  person  in- 

The  average  duration  of  strikes  for  the  volved.     Under  the  heading  of  lock-outs  the 

two  decades  was  23-8  days,  while  that  of  average  loss  to  each  workman  involved  is 

lock-outs  was  97 '1,  with  the  exception  of  placed  at  $97. 
1881  and  1899,  in  which  the  average  dura- 


During  the  20  years  the  assistance  given 
to  strikers,  so  far  as  ascertainable,  was 
$16,174,793,  and  to  those  involved  in  lock- 


tion  of  strikes  was  very  short,  namely  12  '8 

and  15  *2   days,   respectively,  and  of  1884, 

1885,  1891  and  1894,  in  which  it  was  com- 

..     t      n               ™,        ,                 -        .,  outs,  $3,451,461,  or  a  total  of  $19,626,254. 

paratively   long.        lne    duration    ior    the  —,.'             . .,,  ,              ,                       , 

,,              .    i      1                                  .,     j.  Ihis  sum,  it  will  be  noted,  represents  but 

other  periods  does  not  vary  greatly  irom  ...             . 

,,                               j       ,  r.       .j     .             .,  6  *4  per  cent  ot  the  total  wage  loss  incurred, 
the  average  stated.       Considering  strikes 

only/  says  the  report,  '  which  constitute  the  The    loss    to    employers    during    the    20 
great  mass  of  these  industrial  disturbances,  years  through  strikes  and  lock-outs  amount- 
while  the  average  duration  does  not  appear  ed  to  $142,659,104,  or  an  average  of  $1,119 
great,  in  the  aggregate  the  number  of  days  to  each  establishment  involved, 
involved  amounts  to  the  enormous  number 

of   2,789,160,    which    reduced   amounts    to  Strikes  by  States. 
7,641 '5  years.     It  should  be   remembered, 

however,  that  the  days  so  lost  to  the  wage-  New  York  shows  the  largest  number  of 

worker  and  the  producer  do  not  represent  strikes,   as  well  as  the  largest  number  of 

in  many  instances  an  absolute  loss,  as  in  a  establishments  affected  thereby,  the  number 

great  number  of  cases  this  cessation  of  the  of  the  former  being  6,460,  or  over  28  per 

work  of  production  does  away  with  the  ne-  cent  of  the  total  strikes  of  the  period.  Penn- 

cessity  of  stoppage  at  some  other  times  for  sylvania,    with    2,846    strikes    and    Illinois 

the  purpose  of  restricting  the  output  to  the  with    2,640,    follow    in    order.     New    York 

demands  of  trade,  making  repairs,  &c.'  also  leads  in  the  number  of  lock-outs,  with 

_                  .             „,   ..  Pennsylvania  second,  Massachusetts  third, 

Losses  owing  to  Strikes.  T11.     .    ,      .,        ,  ~,.    ,...,     *        j- 

°  Illinois  fourth  and  Ohio  nf tn.  According  to 

In  presenting  its  figures  under  this  head-  figures  furnished  by  the  census  oifice,  the 
ing  the  Washington  bureau  points  out  that  five  states  named  contain  45  per  cent  of  all 
it  has  been  found  impossible  to  take  into  the  manufacturing  establishments  and  re- 
consideration the  fact  that  when  a  strike  present  55  per  cent  of  the  capital  invested 
or  lock-out  occurs  in  a  shop,  it  is  often  fol-  in  the  mechanical  industries  of  the  United 
lowed  by  a  period  of  unusual  activity,  in  States. 
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The  distribution  of  strikes  and  lock-outs 
by  principal  cities  is  in  the  following  order : 
New  York,  Chicago,  Philadelphia,  Pitts- 
burg, Boston  and  St.  Louis. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs  by  Industries. 

'  The  industries  most  affected  by  strikes 
during  the  period  included  in  the  present 
report  were  the  building  trades,  with  4,440 
strikes,  involving  41,910  establishments, 
and  665,946  employees  ;  coal  and  coke, 
with  2,515  strikes,  involving  14,575  estab- 
lishments and  1,892,435  employees  ;  metals 
and  metallic  goods,  with  2,080  strikes,  in- 
volving 4,652  establishments  and  511,33b 
employees  ;  clothing,  with  1,638  strikes,  in- 
volving 19,695  establishments  and  563,772 
employees  ;  tobacco,  with  1,509  strikes,  in- 
volving 6,153  establishments  and  251,096 
employees  ;  and  transportation,  with  1,265 
strikes,  involving  3,436  establishments  and 
484,454  employees.  It  is  thus  seen  that  of 
the  22,793  strikes  which  occurred  during 
the  period,  59  per  cent  were  in  the  six 
industries  just  mentioned,  while  of  the 
117,509  establishments  involved,  76*95  per 
cent  were  so  engaged.  As  regards  the  em- 
ployees thrown  out  of  employment  by 
strikes,  71  "56  per  cent  of  the  total  number 
were  connected  with  establishments  en- 
gaged in  these  six  industries.' 

'  In  the  lock-outs  which  occurred  during 
the  twenty  years  also,  the  six  industries — 
building  trades,  coal  and  coke,  metals  and 
metallic  goods,  clothing,  tobacco  and  tran- 
sportation— bear  a  very  large  proportion  of 
the  burden,  having  51  *44  per  cent  of  the 
total  lock-outs  with  78  *82  per  cent  of  the 
establishments  involved  and  60*53  per  cent 
of  the  employees  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment.' 

Results  of  Strikes. 

Of  a  total  of  117,472  establishments  af- 
fected by  strikes  during  the  twenty  year 
period  for  which  the  results  were  ascertain- 
ed, the  employees  were  successful  in  gain- 
ing their  demands  in  59,637  cases,  or  about 
50  per  cent  ;  they  partly  succeeded  in  15,- 
325,  or  13  per  cent,  and  failed  wholly  in 
42,510,  or  36    per  cent.     Of  the    lock-outs 


during  the  period,  the  firms  gained  their 
point  in  4,973,  or  50  per  cent  of  the  estab- 
lishments, and  partially  succeeded  in  615, 
or  6  per  cent,  completely  failing  in  4,203, 
or  42  per  cent. 

Of  the  103,455  establishments  in  which 
strikes  were  ordered  by  organizations,  the 
strikers  gained  their  demands  in  52  per 
cent  of  the  establishments,  succeeded  par- 
tially in  13  per  cent,  and  failed  entirely  in 
33  per  cent.  In  the  1,391  establishments 
in  which  strikes  were  reported  as  not  hav- 
ing been  ordered  by  organizations,  the 
strikers  gained  their  demand  in  35  per 
cent,  succeeded  partially  in  9  per  cent,  and 
failed  in  55  per  cent.  The  per  cent  pf 
establishments  in  which  strikes  ordered 
by  organizations  succeeded,  varied  from  33 
per  cent  in  1886  to  76  per  cent  in  1899. 

Leading  Causes  of  Strikes. 

Of  20  leading  causes  or  objects  which 
account  for  over  three-quarters  of  the  total 
number  of  strikes  occurring  between  1881 
and  1900  in  the  United  States,  the  great 
majority  were  in  one  form  or  another  for 
an  increase  of  wages  and  reduction  of 
hours.  These,  with  the  strikes  ordered 
against  reduction  of  wages,  included  not 
less  than  58  -26  of  all  the  establishments 
involved  in  strikes  during  the  last  twenty 
years  of  the  century.  Of  the  strikes  un- 
dertaken to  secure  an  increase  of  wages 
success  resulted  in  52  per  cent  and  partial 
success  in  17  per  cent.  Of  the  strikes  un- 
dertaken for  both  an  increase  in  wages 
and  a  reduction  in  hours,  62  per  cent  suc- 
ceeded and  21  per  cent  succeeded  partially. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs  in  other  Coun- 
tries. 

Some  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  chapter 
of  the  report  dealing  with  strikes  and 
lock-outs  in  foreign  countries  may  be  of 
interest  here. 

In  Austria,  between  1891  and  1900,  2,178 
strikes  were  reported,  involving  13,626 
establishments,  and  456,231  strikers,  and 
resulting  in  a  total  loss  of  8,642,367  work- 
ing days.     Of  the  1,807  strikes  reported  in 
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the  seven  years  from  1894  to  1900,  de- 
mands for  increased  wages  occurred  1.015 
times  and  for  reduction  of  hours  522 
times. 

In  France  during  the  eleven-year  period 
from  1890  to  1900  there  were  5,112  strikes, 
affecting  30,250  establishments.  Of  these 
5,094  involved  1,147,200  strikers,  and  an 
aggregate  of  18,782,418  working  days.  Of 
the   industries   affected,   the    textiles    fur- 


ployees,  382,545  or  20*65  per  cent  in  strikes 
which  resulted  in  favour  of  employers, 
610,295  or  32*95  per  cent  in  compromised 
strikes,  and  34,722  or  1*88  per  cent  in 
strikes  the  results  of  which  were  indefinite 
or  unsettled.  During  the  two  years  1894 
and  1895  there  were  1,937  strikes  and  lock- 
outs, in  1,847  of  which  588,003  employees 
were  thrown  out  of  work.  Of  the  total  dis- 
putes during  the  period  1889  to  1893,  2,944 
nished  the  largest  number  of  strikes  and     resulted  in  an  aggregate  loss  of  66,310,278 


strikers,  namely,  1,605  and  305,305  respec- 
tively. In  the  mining  industry  there  were 
219  strikes  and  237,985  strikers  reported, 
and  in  the  building  trades  726  strikes  and 
146,343   strikers.       These   three  groups   of 


working  days.  In  the  61  lock-outs  which 
occurred  during  the  same  period,  129,348 
employees  were  thrown  out  of  work.  Of 
the  1,937  strikes  and  lock-outs  during  the 
period  1894  and  1895,  1,592  resulted  in  an 


industries  furnished  nearly  50  per  cent  of     aggregate  loss  of  14,864,748  working  days, 


all  the  strikes  and  60  per  cent  of  all  the 
strikers  in  France  during  the  eleven-year 
period  named. 

During  1899  and  1900,  there  were  2,721 
strikes  in  Germany,  affecting  14,861  estab- 
lishments, 222,141  strikers,  and  19,129 
other  employees  who  were  thrown  out  of 
work  on  account  of  the  strikes.  Of  the  dif- 
ferent groups  of  industries  affected  that  of 
the  building  trades  had  the  largest  num- 
ber of  strikes,  strikers  and  establishments 
affected. 

In  Great  Britain,  during    the    five-year 


and  in  the  period  1896  to  1900,  the  aggre- 
gate loss  was  35,050,479  working  days.. 
3,970,087  or  11*33  per  cent  being  lost  in 
disputes  which  resulted  in  favour  of  em- 
ployees, and  66*77  per  cent  in  disputes  re- 
sulting in  favour  of  employers. 

TJ.  S.  Laws  Relating  to  Strikes. 

In  the  final  chapter  of  the  report  the 
various  decisions  of  the  courts  of  the  sev- 
eral States  in  cases  arising  out  of  strikes 
and  lock-outs  are  brought  together,  but 
with  no  attempt  to  discuss  the  merits  of 
the  decisions,  or  to  arrange  them  accord- 


period  from  1889   to  1893,  there  were  4,526     ing  to  the  principles  which  they  announce. 


strikes  reported,  of  which  1,815  or  40*10 
per  cent  resulted  in  favour  of  employees, 
1,284  or  28-37  per  cent  resulted  in  favour 
of  employers.  By  the  3,428  strikes,  of 
which  particulars  were  reported,  1,852,193 
employees  were  thrown  out  of  work.  Of 
the  latter,  824,631  or  44*52  per  cent  were 
in  strikes  which  resulted  in  favour  of  em- 


There  is  added  at  the  end  the  complete 
body  of  the  laws  of  the  several  States  upon 
the  subject  of  strikes  and  lock-outs,  both 
those  designed  to  directly  affect  and  regu- 
late industrial  disturbances,  and  those 
which,  though  not  enacted  with  this  end 
in  view,  have  been  construed  by  the  courts 
as  applicable  thereto. 


REPORTS    OF    DEPARTMENTS    AND    BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus  were  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  Ottawa,  during  August, 
1902  :— 

CANADIAN  REPORTS. 
British  Columbia  Mines. 

Annual   Report   of   the   Minister   of   Mines    for 
the  province  of  British  Columbia,  for  the  year 


ending  December  31,  1901;    King's  Printer,  Vic- 
toria,  B.C.;    317  pages;   price  50  cents. 

In  this  report  it  is  stated  that  the  mining 
industry  in  British  Columbia,  has,  during 
1901,  maintained  the  rapid  growth  which 
has  characterized  it  since  the  inception  of 
lode  mining  some  ten  years  ago,  and  reports 
to  the  effect  that  the  year  1901  had  been  a 
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disastrous  one  for  the  mines,  are  shown 
by  statistical  tables  to  be  without  founda- 
tion. Within  the  last  ten  years  the  out- 
put has  increased  from  $2,978,530  in  1892 
to  $20,086,780  in  1901,  an  increase  which 
has  been  gradual  and  steady,  the  result  of 
new  properties  added  to  the  producing  list 
each  year,  and  the  increasing  development 
of  the  older  properties.  The  increases  for 
each  year  from  1896  over  that  preceding 
are  shown  in  the  following  table : — 


189G 
1897 
1898 
1899 

1900 
1901 


Increase  Over 
Preceding  Year. 


§1,864,914 
2,947,312 
451,593 
1,4SG,270 
3,951,020 
3,742,029 


Increase. 
Per  Cent 


33 
39 
4A 
13§ 
31| 
23 


Attention  is  directed  in  the  report  to  the 
phenomenal  growth  of  lode  or  metal  min- 
ing. In  1894,  the  product  of  the  lode  mines 
was  valued  at  $781,342,  while  in  1901  it 
had  increased  to  $13,683,044,  or  nearly  18 
times  as  much  in  eight  years,  the  figures 
for  1901  being  an  increase  of  $3,613,287,  or 
36  per  cent  over  the  preceding  year.  The 
tonnage  of  ore  mined  in  1897  was  169,362 
tons;  in  1898,  it  had  increased  to  215,944 
tons,  or  about  27£  per  cent  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  In  1899,  it  was  287,343  tons, 
or  equal  to  33  per  cent  increase ;  in  1900,  it 
was  554,796  tons,  or  93  per  cent  increas?;  in 
1901,  it  was  920,416  tons,  or  about  66  per 
cent  increase  over  the  previous  year.  The 
increase  in  tonnage  is  stated  to  be  chiefly 
due  to  the  increased  output  of  the  mines 
previously  working,  though  there  had  also 
been  a  number  of  new  mines  added  to  the 
list  during  the  year.  An  interesting  chart 
or  diagram  is  inserted  with  the  tables,  com- 
paring the  mineral  production  in  British 
Columbia  for  1900  and  1901  with  the  com- 
bined product  of  all  the  other  provinces 
of  the  Dominion  for  the  same  minerals 
during  those  years,  wherein  it  is  shown 
that,  of  the  total  combined  output  of  the 
various   provinces   during  1901    (excluding 


the  Yukon  territory)  British  Columbia 
produced  82  per  cent  of  the  gold,  96  per 
cent  of  the  silver,  67  per  cent  of  the  copper, 
96  per  cent  of  the  lead,  2  per  cent  of  the 
iron,  30  per  cent  of  the  coal  and  50  per 
cent  of  the  coke,  a  total  of  the  minerals 
named  of  about  49-£  per  cent. 

In  speaking  of  the  coal  mines  of  the 
province,  the  report  states  that  these  mines 
have  made  an  output  during  the  year  never 
before  equalled  in  their  history.  The  gross 
output  of  coal  was  1,691,557  tons,  of  which 
221,226  tons  were  used  to  make  coke,  mak- 
ing the  net  output  for  the  year,  1,460,331 
tons  of  coal  and  127,081  tons  of  coke, 
equivalent  to  an  increased  production  over 
1900  for  coal  of  1^  per  cent  and  of  coke 
49  per  cent.  The  sales  of  coal  were  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Tons. 

Sold    for    consumption   in    Canada 413,705 

Sold   for   export   to   United   States 895,197 

Sold  for  export  to  other  countries 18,966 

Total   sales 1,327,868 

The  total  sales  of  coke  amounted  to 
127,533  tons,  of  which  80,154  tons  were  sold 
for  consumption  in  Canada,  and  47,379 
tons  were  exported  to  the  United  States. 
The  coast  collieries  produced  1,261,744 
tons  of  coal  and  15,398  tons  of  coke.  The 
Crow's  Nest  Collieries  produced  198,587 
tons  of  coal  and  111,683  tons  of  coke.  It 
is  stated  in  the  report  that  the  conditions 
governing  the  output  in  these  collieries  are 
essentially  different.  In  the  coast  collieries 
the  output  is  limited  by  the  market  for  the 
product,  as  these  older  collieries  are  better 
prepared  to  meet  an  increased  demand, 
while  in  the  case  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Col- 
lieries, which  are,  as  yet,  new,  their  output 
is  limited,  not  by  the  market,  but  by  the 
undeveloped  condition  of  the  collieries  and 
the  limited  transportation  facilities,  diffi- 
culties which  are  being  removed  with  all 
possible  speed. 

Attention  is  also  given  in  the  report  to 
the  other  minerals,  in  detail.  The  gold  pro- 
duction of  the  province  for  the  year,  in- 
cluding both  placer  and  lode  gold  was  of  a 
value   of  $5,318,703,   an   increase  equal  to 
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about  12  per  cent  over  that  of  the  previous 
year.  The  total  amount  of  silver  produced 
in  1901  was  5,151,333  ounces,  valued  at 
$2,884,745,  an  increase  over  the  previous 
year  of  $575,545  in  value.  The  value  of  the 
lead  production  for  the  year  was  $2,002,733, 
a  decrease  of  about  25  per  cent  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  previous  year,  but  an  in- 
crease on  any  year  prior  to  1900,  in  which 
year  a  phenomenal  increase  was  recorded. 
The  cause  of  the  decrease  is  attributed  to 
the  condition  of  the  market  for  lead  ores, 
which  has  temporarily  rendered  the  mining 
of  this  ore  unprofitable.  Copper  shows  an 
increased  production  over  the  previous  year 
of  about  175  per  cent.  Other  minerals,  such 
as  iron  ore,  platinum  and  building  ma- 
terials, are  briefly  referred  to. 

The  reports  of  the  gold  commissioners 
for  the  different  districts  throughout  the 
province  are  given  in  full,  and  present  very 
interesting  facts  and  figures  in  connection 
with  the  various  mines  operated  and  in 
course  of  operation  in  these  several  districts. 
The  reports  of  the  mine  inspectors  for  the 
various  districts  are  also  given,  and  lists 
of  accidents  in  both  the  metalliferous  and 
coal  mines  published.  There  were  51  acci- 
dents in  the  metalliferous  mines  during  the 
year,  of  which  14  were  fatal,  and  in  the 
coal  mines,  162,  of  which  102  were  fatal,  34 
serious  and  31  slight.  In  the  concluding 
pages  of  the  report  is  given  a  list  of  crown- 
granted  lands  for  the  year  1901,  as  well  as 
a  list  of  the  gold  commissioners  and  re- 
corders throughout  the  province,  with  their 
addresses.  The  report  is  illustrated  through- 
out with  half-tone  engravings,  and  is  ac- 
companied with  maps,  charts  and  tables, 
which  assist  in  presenting  the  information 
given  in  a  very  comprehensive  manner. 

ONTARIO   REPORT. 
Stock  Breeders'  Associations. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Live  Stock  Associa- 
tions of  the  province  of  Ontario,  1901  ;  publish- 
ed by  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture,  To- 
ronto ;    King's   Printer  ;    110   pages. 

This  publication  contains  the  annual  re- 
ports to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  of  the 
Dominion  Cattle  Breeders'  Association,  the 


Dominion  Sheep  Breeders'  Association  and 
the  Dominion  Swine  Breeders'  Associa- 
tion, and  contains  reports  of  meetings  and 
lectures  held  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
vincial winter  fair  at  Guelph,  in  1901,  on 
stock  raising,  &c,  of  great  value  to  stock 
breeders.  A  list  of  the  prize  winners  at 
this  fair  is  also  given,  accompanied  with 
illustrations.  Other  portions  of  the  pub- 
lication are  devoted  to  financial  state- 
ments, list  of  officers  and  records  of  meet- 
ings and  proceedings  of  the  various  asso- 
ciations. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORTS. 
Prices  and  the  Cost  of  Living. 

From  the  Thirty-second  Annual  Report  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labour; 
by  Horace  G.  Wadlin,  Chief  of  the  Bureau;  Bos- 
ton, State  Printers;  73  pages. 

This  report  is  devoted  to  a  comparison 
of  prices  for  the  years  1872,  1881,  1897  and 
1902,  increases  and  decreases  in  the  pur- 
chasing power  of  money  for  the  years  men- 
tioned, and  average  cost  to  consumers.  Un- 
der the  heading  of  workingmen's  expense 
budgets,  information  is  given  as  to  the 
standard  of  living  prevailing  in  typical 
workingmen's  families,  the  condition  of 
families,  expenditure  in  detail  for  each 
family,  with  comparisons  of  the  expendi- 
tures in  1875,  18S5  and  the  year  1902. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  report,  dealing 
with  prices,  tables  are  given  covering  the 
average  retail  prices  with  quotations  for 
1872, 1881, 1897  and  1902,  for  certain  stand- 
ard articles  classified  as  groceries,  pro- 
visions, fuel,  dry  goods  and  boots,  and  also 
for  rents  and  board,  and  also  shows  the  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  1902  as  compared 
with  1897,  the  latest  preceding  figures. 
Other  tables  deal  with  the  purchase  power 
of  money  for  each  of  the  years  above  men- 
tioned, by  means  of  a  statement  of  com- 
modities which  could  be  purchased  for  one 
dollar  in  each  year,  and  make  comparisons 
between  the  quantities  purchaseable  in 
1872,  1897  and  1902. 

From  an  analysis  of  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  tables  siven,  it  is  noted  that' 
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the  following  articles,  classified  under  the 
head  of  groceries,  show  an  increase  in  price 
in  1902  as  compared  with  1897:  Flour  (rye), 
codfish  (dry),  rice,  beans,  tea  (oolong), 
sugar  (good  brown),  sugar  (coffee),  soap 
(common),  starch.  On  the  other  hand  the 
following  showed  lower  prices  in  the  later 
year:  Flour  (wheat,  superfine  and  family), 
coffee  (Rio,  green  and  roasted),  sugar 
(granulated),  molasses  (New  Orleans  and 
Porto  Rico),  syrup.  All  of  the  articles 
classified  under  the  head  of  provisions,  in- 
cluding under  that  name  meats  of  various 
kinds,  lard,  butter,  cheese,  potatoes,  milk 
and  eggs,  show  higher  prices  in  the  later 
year  as  compared  with  the  earlier,  except 
eggs.  *  Coal  was  higher,  and  wood  some- 
what lower.  Under  the  head  of  dry  goods, 
practically  all  the  articles  showed  higher 
quotations.  Rents  in  1902  were  higher,  but 
the  quotations  for  board  for  both  men  and 
women  were  somewhat  lower. 

The  quantities  of  commodities  purchas- 
able for  one  dollar  are  shown,  in  some 
cases,  to  have  been  noticeably  large  in 
1902,  as  compared  with  either  1897  or  1872. 
For  example,  the  quantity  of  superfine  flour 
shows  an  increase  of  26  -93  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1897,  and  111  #55  per  cent  as 
compared  with  1872.  In  other  commodi- 
ties, however,  especially  in  provisions,  an 
equally  noticeable  decrease  has  occurred  in 
the  quantities  purchasable  for  one  dollar 
in  1902,  beef,  mutton,  pork,  lard  and  butter 
being  some  of  the  more  significant  instances 
of  a  considerable  decline  in  the  quantity 
purchasable  for  the  amount  stated. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  more  definite  con- 
clusions as  to  the  effect  upon  the  cost  of 
living  of  the  change  in  prices  indicated  in 
the  tables  given,  as  well  as  to  show  more 
fully  the  standard  of  living  in  typical  work- 
ingmen's  families  in  Massachusetts,  the 
report  makes  use  of  a  series  of  budgets  of 
family  income  and  expenses.  These  cover 
152  families  selected  at  random  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  state,  all  of  workingmen 
in  various  industries,  which  are  believed  to 
represent  fairly  general  or  typical  condi- 
tions. The  first  table  given  in  this  con- 
nection contains  personal   information   re- 


lating to  the  condition  of  the  families,  their 
membership,  classified  as  adults  or  chil- 
dren, the  number  of  rooms  occupied,  and 
some  data  as  to  the  standard  of  comfort 
prevailing,  and  the  report  finds  from  the 
figures  presented  in  this  table  that  the  gen- 
eral standard  of  comfort  prevailing  in 
these  families  is  not  low,  and  as  compared 
with  groups  of  families  analysed  in  con- 
nection with  certain  investigations  of  social 
conditions  which  have  been  made  abroad, 
would  appear  to  be  high.  The  second  table 
relates  to  the  composition  of  the  families 
represented  by  the  expense  budgets  show- 
ing the  number  of  persons  in  each  by  sex, 
the  number  industrially  employed  and  con- 
tributing to  the  family  support,  and  other 
details  bearing  upon  the  family  income. 
From  this  table  it  appears  that  the  152 
families  contained  803  members,  the  males 
numbering  390  and  the  females  413.  Out 
of  the  entire  number  of  members,  270  were 
engaged  in  industrial  pursuits,  and  out  of 
their  earnings  contributed  to  the  family 
support.  Another  table  shows,  for  the  head 
of  each  family,  the  time  employed  during 
the  year  at  his  usual  occupation,  at  some 
other  occupation,  and  in  the  aggregate; 
also  the  number  of  days  lost  from  sickness, 
slack  work,  other  causes,  and  in  the  ag- 
gregate. In  this  table  it  is  shown  that  the 
average  number  of  days  of  employment  ob- 
tained by  the  head  of  the  family  in  his 
usual  occupation  was  268 -77;  the  average 
number  of  days  employed  in  some  other  oc- 
cupation, 2-18,  and  the  total  average  num- 
ber of  days  employed  270-95.  Upon  the 
average  7*89  days  were  lost  on  account  of 
sickness,  22-41  on  account  of  slack  work, 
and  5-15  on  account  of  other  causes.  The 
earnings  of  the  head  and  their  relation  to 
the  family  expenditures  are  shown  in  an- 
other table,  wherein  it  is  stated  that  the 
average  weekly  wage  in  the  case  of  a  fixed 
sum  paid  per  week,  was  $13.75,  and  for  a 
piece  worker,  an  average  of  $11.31.  In  21 
instances  the  earnings  of  the  head  exceeded 
the  amount  expended ;  in  four  instances  the 
accounts  balance,  but  in  127  instances, 
about  four-fifths  of  the  entire  number  for 
which  figures  are  given,  the  earnings  of  the 
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head  alone  were  insufficient  to  meet  the 
family  expenditure.  The  amount  of  other 
income  supplementing  the  earnings  of  the 
head,  with  the  relation  of  the  total  family 
income  to  the  family  expenditure,  is  ex- 
hibited in  subsequent  tables,  from  which  it 
is  shown  that  the  aggregate  earnings  of  the 
heads  of  152  families  being  $90,287.88,  this 
.amount  constitutes  but  67  -67  per  cent  of 
$133,432.23,  the  total  income,  the  remainder 
being  made  up  as  follows :  From  minor 
children  11-32  per  cent  ($15,107.35);  from 
boarders  or  lodgers,  9  -92  per  cent  ($13,242) ; 
and  from  other  sources  11  -09  per  cent  ($14,- 
795).  Lengthy  tables  are  also  given,  show- 
ing in  detail  the  expenditures  by  working- 
men  in  the  different  trades  given,  from 
which  it  appears  that  28*29  per  cent  of  the 
entire  expense  was  required  for  groceries; 
17*04  per  cent  for  meats,  fish  and  ice;  12-81 
per  cent  for  clothing,  and  12-42  per  cent 
for  rent.  In  those  cases  where  the  earn- 
ings of  the  head  of  the  family  were  insuffi- 
cient to  meet  the  family  expenditure,  it  is 
stated  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the 
temporary  loss  of  work  or  unusual  expenses 
caused  by  sickness  accounts  for  the  defi- 
ciency. It  is  stated,  however,  that  this  de- 
ficiency does  not  always  mean  debt;  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  frequently  covered  by  draw- 
ing upon  savings  of  more  fortunate  years, 
and  in  other  cases  it  is  overcome  by  en- 
forced saving  at  some  other  time,  particu- 
larly when  the  deficiency  is  small. 

In  conclusion,  the  report  gives  a  sum- 
ming up  of  the  various  results  obtained, 
and  compares  them  with  conclusions  drawn 
in  the  case  of  similar  investigations  in  the 
year  1875.  In  some  cases  the  facts  remain 
the  same,  while  in  others  differences  are 
noticeable.  In  1875,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  working-men  did  not  support  their 
families  by  their  individual  earnings  alone; 
in  1902,  out  of  the  total  number  of  families 
(152),  the  earnings  of  the  head  were  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  family  expenditure  in  but 
25;  in  1875,  fathers  were  forced  to  depend 
upon  their  children  for  from  one-quarter 
to  one-third  of  the  entire  family  earnings; 
in  1902,  out  of    the  entire    family  income 


only  11  -32  per  cent,  or  a  little  less  than  one- 
eighth,  was  received  from  the  earnings  of 
minor  children ;  in  1875,  children  .under  15 
years  of  age  supplied  by  their  labour  from 
one-eighth  to  one-sixth  of  the  total  family 
earnings,  while  in  1902  nothing  was  contri- 
buted by  children  under  15.  Conditions  as 
to  housing  generally  show  considerable  im- 
provement over  those  reported  in  1875. 

EUROPEAN  KEPORT. 
Bulletins  of  International  Labour  Office. 

'  Bulletin  de  l'Office  International  du  Travail ' 
lere  annee,  2  vols.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  et  5,  Janvier, 
fevrier,  mars,  avril  et  mai,  1902,  pu'olie  a  Bal?, 
(Suisse),  238  pages. 

At  page  226  of  the  October,  1901,  issue 
of    the   Labour    Gazette   mention    will    be 
found  of  the  formation  in  1900  of  an  In- 
ternational Association  for  Labour  Legis- 
lation  with   headquarters   at   Basel,    Swit- 
zerland.       This    association   met    on    Sep- 
tember, 27  and  28,  1901,  in  constitutional 
assembly,   and   became   '  L' Association   In- 
ternationale pour  la  protection  legale  des 
travailleurs.'     One   of   the   objects   of   this 
association  is   the  publication  periodically 
of   a   collection   of   the   laws   of   all   coun- 
tries   for    the    protection    of    the    working 
classes.        The   Bulletin    above   mentioned, 
which   will   appear  every  month,  will  lu-lp 
its  readers  to  form  an  exact  idea  of  pro- 
gress made  in  social  legislation.     The  Bul- 
letin will  follow  the  development  of  labour 
legislation,    calling    attention    to    the   pre- 
paratory efforts  of  legislative  bodies  as  also  • 
the  decision  of  associations  concerning  the  ' 
protection    of    the    workingmen.        In     its 
leading  article  the  Bulletin  treats  of  the 
progress  accomplished  in  the  way  of  labour 
protection  during  the  year  1901  and  under 
the   heading  labour   protection   in   general 
it  mentions  among  other  protective  enact- 
ments laws  respecting  factories  and  work- 
shops   in    Great    Britain,    the    law    of    I 
Canton  of  Neuchatel,  Switzerland,  for  the 
protection  of  working  women,  the  German 
law    respecting     the     Sunday     repose,    the 
French    law    guaranteeing    to    its    reserve 
force  and  territorials  their  work.  &c,  while 
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engaged  at  drill,  the  Belgian  law  respect- 
ing payment  of  salaries,  and  the  Canadian 
Alien  Labour  Acts  of  1897,  1898  and  1901. 
A  second  section  of  the  leading  article 
is  devoted  to  labour  protection,  classed  ac- 
cording to  professions  and  to  countries. 
Under  this  heading  are  cited  the  East 
Indian  law,  for  the  protection  of  country- 
labourers,  amendments  in  the  Austrian, 
East  Indian,  British  Columbian  and  State 
of  Tennessee  laws  for  the  protection  of 
miners,  French  decrees  respecting  un- 
healthy occupations,  &c. 

The  Bulletin  proper  is  divided  into  four 
parts  :  1.  The  quoting  in  concise  form  of 
laws,  &c,  affecting  labour  in  all  the  coun- 
tries of  the  world;     2.  Parliamentary  work 


for  the  legal  protection  of  workmen  ;  3. 
Tables  showing  resolutions  passed  by  na- 
tional and  international  labour  congresses 
relative  to  the  protection  of  labour,  the 
fourth  division  is  devoted  to  a  bibliogra- 
phy of  the  official  publications  of  different 
nations,  reports  on  inspections,  &c,  &c. 

In  the  second  number  of  the  Bulletin 
an  article  appears  on  the  progress  made  in 
labour  protection  during  the  first  three 
months  of  1902,  which  is  written  along 
parallel  lines  with  that  for  1901  appearing 
in  the  first  number  of  the  publication  and 
gives  a  compilation  of  the  measures  which 
have  come  into  force  in  the  different  coun- 
tries, since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  re- 
specting the  protection  of  labour. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  OF  THE  MONTH  OF  AUGUST. 


BUT  five  trade  disputes  appear  in  the 
table  published  herewith  as  new  dis- 
putes reported  to  the  department  for  the 
month  of  August,  namely  those  of  the  elec- 
trical workers  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  ferrymen 
at  Sydney,  C.B.,  piano  workers  at  Bowman- 
ville,  Ont.,  moulders  at  Toronto,  Ont.,  and 
plumbers  at  Ottawa.  None  of  these  dis- 
putes were  reported  as  settled  at  the  end  of 
the  month. 

The  strike  of  electrical  workers  at  Ha- 
milton was  practically  a  continuation  of  a 
former  dispute  commenced  in  June  last, 
and  which  was  terminated  upon  the  under- 
standing that  the  matters  in  dispute  would 
be  arbitrated  within  ten  days  from  the  date 
of  the  men  returning  to  work.  Owing  to 
the  failure  by  the  arbitrators  appointed 
by  the  men  and  the  company  to  choose  a 
third  arbitrator  no  award  was  reached  with- 
in the  ten  days,  and  after  various  attempts 
to  get  the  matter  settled  without  avail,  the 
men  went  out  again. 

Ferrymen  employed  on  one  of  the  I.  C.  R. 
transfer  boats  at  Sydney,  C.B.,  struck  for 


a  reduction  in  hours  of  labour.  They  claim- 
ed to  have  been  working  16  to  18  hours  per 
day,  and  wanted  the  number  reduced  to  12. 
About  100  men  are  involved. 

The  refusal  of  employers  to  meet  a  griev- 
ance committee  of  the  union,  representing 
certain  demands  of  their  members  for  in- 
creased wages,  abolition  of  contract  sys- 
tem, pay  for  overtime,  &c,  occasioned  the 
strike  of  piano  workers  at  Bowmanville, 
where  about  135  went  out. 

Some  30  moulders  in  a  Toronto  foundry 
went  out  for  an  increase  in  wages,  aver- 
aging about  15  per  cent,  and  at  Ottawa, 
plumbers  to  the  number  of  about  40  struck 
owing  to  the  refusal  of  the  master  plum- 
bers to  grant  their  demand  for  regulation 
of  shops  and  for  a  minimum  wage  of  25<j 
cents  an  hour. 

Strikes  of  Previous  Months. 

Of  the  strikes  which  were  commenced  in 
previous  months,  and  published  in  last 
month's  Gazette  as  unsettled  at  the  end  of 
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that  month,  but  one  may  be  said  to  have 
been  settled,  namely,  that  of  the  coal  miners 
at  Fernie,  B.C.,  who  went  out  on  the  26th 
of  June  for  reasons  connected  with  hours 
of  labour,  the  men  objecting  to  the  addi- 
tion of  half  an  hour  to  the  length  of  the 
shift.  On  the  4th  of  the  month  a  com- 
promise was  arrived  at  by  which  the  miners 
agreed  to  return  to  work  under  the  new 
regulation  adding  half  an  hour  to  the  shift 
and  allowing  half  an  hour  for  lunch,  some 
concessions  being  made  as  to  the  places 
for  registering  the  time  of  arrival  and 
departure  from  work,  with  the  further  con- 
dition that  if  the  new  system,  after  a  two- 
months'  trial,  is  found  to  be  a  hardship  the 
company  will  dispense  with  the  half  hour 
at  noon  and  return  voluntarily  to  the 
straight  8-hour  day's  work.  A  strike  which 
had  been  ordered  at  Michel  in  sympathy 
with  that  at  Fernie,  was  not  called  into  force 
owing  to  the  compromise  reached  in  the 
Fernie  case.  Another  strike  which  may  be 
considered  as  settled  is  that  of  boom  em- 
ployees at  Quyon,  Que.  Some  of  the 
strikers  returned  to  work  at  the  former 
wage,  and  the  places  of  others  were  filled 
with  outside  men. 

The  other  strikes  on  the  list  remain  as 
in  the  month  previous,  with  practically  few 
developments.  An  interesting  feature  in 
connection  with  the  strike  of  carpet  work- 
ers in  Toronto,  was  an  action  taken  by  the 
union  against  the  company  concerned, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Alien  Labour 
law.  The  union  claimed  that  the  company 
had  imported  aliens  from  the  United  States 
to  take  the  place  of  strikers,  and  was  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  a  conviction  in  one 
case,  a  fine  of  $50  and  costs  being  imposed. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  which  began  or  were  in 
continuance  during  the  month  of  August, 
and  which  have  been  reported  to  the  de- 
partment. 
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RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting 
labour  are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports 
and  other  legal  records  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces of  Canada: — 

ONTAKIO  CASES. 
Decision  under  the  Alien  Labour  Act. 

An  interesting  decision  under  the  Alien 
Labour  Act  was  recently  given  by  the 
Police  Magistrate  of  the  city  of  Toronto. 

The  facts  of  the  case  were  briefly  as 
follow  :  F.  B.  Hayes,  secretary-treasurer, 
of  the  Toronto  Carpet  Co.,  Toronto,  while 
in  Lowell,  Mass.,  engaged  Pierre  Derocher, 
to  work  at  the  factory  in  Toronto.  Pierre, 
however,  stipulated  that  his  brother,  Fred 
Derocher,  should  also  be  engaged,  and  to 
this  Mr.  Hayes  agreed.  But  so  far  as 
Fred  Derocher  was  concerned,  no  exact  ar- 
rangement was  made  regarding  the  wages 
which  he  should  receive,  it  only  being  said 
that  he  should  '  get  a  show.' 

Subsequently,  the  Carpet  Weavers' 
Union  laid  the  information  against  Hayes 
stating  that  he  had  infringed  the  Alien 
Labour  law.  At  the  trial  it  was  proved 
that  although  Pierre  Derocher  had  lived 
for  over  twenty  years  in  the  state  of  Mass- 
achusetts, yet  he  had  been  born  in  Canada 
and  had  never  been  naturalized,  and  there- 
fore, as  he  was  still  a  British  subject  the 
case  against  Hayes,  as  regards  his  em- 
ployment, was  dismissed. 

The  action  regarding  the  engagement  of 
Fred  Derocher,  however,  was  shown  to  be 
on  a  different  basis,  for  the  latter  was 
born  in  the  United  States.  It,  therefore, 
turned  upon  whether  or  not  there  was  an 
infringement  of  the  Alien  Labour  law, 
when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Fred  Derocher 
has  not  been  engaged  to  do  any  specific 
work  for  any  specific  wages,  but,  had  only 
been  told  that  in  Toronto  he  would  be 
'  given  a  show  '  in  the  Carpet  Factory.  The 
police  magistrate  held  that  this  constituted 
a  tacit  agreement  between  Hayes  and  Fred 
Derocher  which  amounted  to  a  violation 
of  the  Act.  Mr.  Hayes  was  therefore  fined 
fifty  dollars   (the  minimum  amount  under 

e  Act). 

It  may  be  added  that  the  Act  to  restrict 
the  Importation  and  Employment  of  Aliens 
makes  it  an  offense  '  in  any  way  to  assist 
or  encourage  the  importation  or  immigra- 
tion of  any  alien  or  foreigner  into  Canada, 
under  contract  or  agreement,  parole  or 
special,  express  or  implied,  made  previous' 
to  the  importation  or  immigration  of  such 


alien    or    foreigner,  to  perform  labour  or 
service  of  any  kind  in  Canada.' 

(R.  vs.  Hayes.  Decision  of  the  Police 
Magistrate  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  render- 
ed Aug.  25,  1902). 

MAXITOBA  CASE. 

Rights  of  Relations  of  Deceased  Employee 
Against  Employers. 

W.  D.  was  employed  as  the  manager  of 
certain  electric  works,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  employment  received  an  electric 
shock  which  caused  his  death.  The  father 
and  unmarried  sisters  of  W.  D.  sued  his 
employers  for  damages,  alleging  that  his 
death  had  been  caused  by  reason  of  certain 
defects  in  the  appliances  used  in  the  works 
of  the  employer-.  The  case  was  tried  be- 
fore the  judge  and  a  special  jury,  whi 
gave  the  father  and  sisters  fifteen  hundr 
dollars  damages.  From  this  verdict  the 
employers  appealed,  alleging,  anion . 
other  things,  that  it  had  not  been  proved 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  suffered  any  actual 
damage  by  reason  of  the  death  of  the  de- 
ceased. 

The  rule  of  law  is  that  in  order  to  enal 
a  father  or  other  near  relations  to  recover 
damages  in  such  a  case,  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary  to  show  that  the  dee  cm  si  had 
already  rendered  pecuniary  assistance,  but 
that  a  reasonable  expectation  that  he  will 
do  so  in  the  future  is  sufficient  to  support 
an  action. 

The  evidence  of  the  father  was  to  the 
effect  that  the  deecased,  while  at  home, 
had  assisted  him  in  various  way-:  but  it 
was  not  stated  exactly  what  these  ways 
wore,  nor  was  it  contended  that  the  de- 
ceased had  given  pecuniary  assistance  to 
his  father.  It  was  also  proved  that  for 
some  time  previous  to  his  death  the  de- 
ceased had  resided  in  another  province,  and 
that  he  had  not,  during  that  period,  sent 
any  money  to  his  father  or  sisters.  Upon 
this  evidence  it  was  therefore  held  thai  it 
could  not  be  inferred  that  the  father  and 
sisters  had  any  reasonable  expectation  of 
pecuniary  benefit  if  the  life  of  the  de- 
ceased had  been  prolonged. 

The  court  therefore  ordered  that  the 
verdict  should  be  set  aside  and  a  new  trial 
held. 

(Davidson  vs.  Stuart.  Decision  oi  the 
Court  of  Kind's  Bench  for  Manitoba,  ren- 
dered May   31,   1902). 
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may  be  sent  free  of  postage  from  any  part  of  the  Dominion. 
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The  LABOUE  GAZETTE  wishes  to  issue  with  an  article  on  labour  organiza- 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  tion  in  the  province  of  Quebec.  This  ser- 
f act  that,  while  every  care  will  he  taken  ies  will  be  contimied  in  succeeding  num- 
to  have  information  as  complete  and  ,  ,xl_  .  .,  ,.  ,  .  xl 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its  bers  Wlth  similar  artlcles  bating  of  the 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re-  subject  in  its  relation  to  the  other  pro- 
ports,  legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other  vinces  of  the  Dominion. 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 

necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or        Tne  series  of  special  articles  on  the  rates 

opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein,  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  of  railway 

employees,  which  was   also  commenced  in 

the  last  number  of  the  Gazette  in  an  arti- 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  cle  giving  partiCulars  in  regard  to  railway 

Ottawa,  October  15,  1902.  conductors,   is   continued    in    the    present 

The  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Can-  issue  by  an  article  and  statistical  tables  on 

ada  held  its  eighteenth  annual  convention  the  rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  employ- 

at  Berlin,   Ont.,   during  the    past   month.  ment  of  locomotive  engineers.     Similar  m- 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  number    of  formatlon  in  re^ard  to  locomotive  firemen 

delegates    attending,   the    convention   was!  and  °ther  daSSeS  °f  railway  emVlo*ees  Wl11 

the  most  important  in  the  history  of    the  ^f  Published  in  succeeding  numbers  of  the 
Congress.     From  other  points  of  view,  par- 


Gazette. 


ticularly  in  regard  to  the  action  taken  by  During  the  past  month  evidence  has  been 
the  Congress  on  the  matter  of  its  jurisdic-  taken  under  Royal  Commission  in  refer- 
tion  over  local  unions  in  Canada  and  its  ence  to  an  alleged  attempted  monopoly  on 
relation  to  organizations  in  other  countries,  the  part  of  American  and  Canadian  to- 
the  meeting  was  of  equal,  if  not  also  of  bacco  firms.  Although  the  taking  of  evi- 
greater  importance,  than  those  of  previous  dence  was  not  completed  during  the  past 
years.  For  these  reasons  and  because  the  month,  or  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
Congress  reflects  the  point  of  view  of  or-  submitted,  the  Gazette  has  attempted  to 
ganized  labour  in  Canada  in  regard  to  the  give  within  limited  space  a  brief  resume  of 
problems  with  which  it  is  concerned,  the  the  main  features  of  the  evidence  brought 
Gazette  publishes  in  its  present  issue  a  re-  before  the  commission  to  the  close  of  the 
view  of  the  proceedings,  giving  so  far  as  month,  and  a  statement  of  the  facts  con- 
space  permits,  a  faithful  outline  of  the  de-  cerning  the  appointment  and  authority  of 
liberations.  the  commission  itself. 

The  growth  and  present  position  of  la-  Much  important  information   on  indus- 

bour  organization  in  Canada,  which  in  the  trial  conditions  in  Great  Britain,  which  is 

last  number  of  the  Gazette,  was  dealt  with  of  interest  to  readers  in  this  country  for 

in  a  special  article  relating  to    the    mari-  the  purpose  of  comparison  with  conditions 

time  provinces,  is  continued  in  the  present  here,  is  given  in  two  lengthy  reports  re- 
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cently  published  by  the    Labour    Depart-  In  addition  to  a  more  extensive  review 

ment  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  England,  on  of  the  industrial  situation   of  the  month 

the  subject   of  strikes   and  lock-outs,   and  than  has  been  given  in  preceding  numbers 

wages     change    respectively.      The     main  of  the  Gazette,  the  present  issue  contains 

features  of  these  reports  are  made  the  sub-  a  number  of  short  special  articles  dealing 

ject  of  special  articles  in  this  month's  Ga-  with  industrial  happenings   in   Canada  of 

zette.  special  interest  to  labour. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF 

SEPTEMBER. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

THE  general  industrial  and  labour  sit-  and  Labour  Congress  at  Berlin,  and  the 
uation  throughout  Canada,  during  organization  of  a  new  and  distinctly  na- 
September,  showed,  with  a  few  local  ex-  tional  central  labour  body.  A  full  re- 
ceptions of  an  unimportant  character,  port  of  both  of  these  events  will  be  found 
an  uninterrupted  continuance  of  the  pros-  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Ga- 
perity  which  has  been  so  marked  a  feature  zette.  Another  important  subject  of  the 
of  preceding  months.  Of  the  dominant  month,  treated  under  a  special  heading  in 
issues  of  the  month,  conditions  in  the  the  present  issue,  was  the  beginning  of  the 
agricultural  industry  call  for  earliest  men-  active  inquiry  into  conditions  in  the  to- 
tion.  The  practical  assurance  of  an  ex-  bacco  trade  of  Canada  by  the  Dominion 
ceptionally  heavy  yield  of  agricultural  pro-  Commissioner  appointed  in  May  last, 
ducts,  not  only  in  Western  Canada,  where  Wages  of  labour  have  been  steady  through- 
the  returns  are  thejnost  remarkable  in  out  September,  with  a  few  scattered  in- 
years,  but  in  the  Eastern  Provinces  as  well,  stances  of  increases,  notably  among  farm 
has  reacted  favourably  upon  almost  every  hands  all  over  the  Dominion,  shantymen 
branch  of  industry  from  the  Pacific  coast  in  the  Ontario  lumber  woods,  ironmoulders 
to  Halifax.  Particularly  noticeable,  how-  and  tailors  at  Guelph,  printers  and  firemen 
ever,  has  been  the  effect  of  the  harvest  upon  at  Brantf ord,  coopers  at  Thorold  and  St. 
transport,  which  in  all  lines  concluded  Catharines,  M.C.K.  Co.  machinists  and 
during  September  one  of  the  busiest  months  civic  labourers  at  St.  Thomas,  coopers  at 
on  record.  Manufacturing  also  in  the  Chatham,  tailors  at  Windsor,  &c,  &c.  The 
eastern  provinces  has  been  scarcely  less  ac-  absence  of  any  extensive  industrial  disturb- 
tive,  and  one  of  the  features  of  the  month  ances  has  also  been  a  satisfactory  feature, 
was  the  number  of  new  factories  established  Of  industrial  conditions  the  situation  in 
at  various  points  in  Ontario.  Of  special  the  coal  market  has  been  perhaps  the  one 
importance  also  were  the  developments  in  which  has  received  most  attention  from 
the  oil  industry  of  New  Brunswick  report-  all  classes  of  the  community  during  the 
ed  during  the  month.  Of  the  various  month.  Prices  of  fuel  have  risen  materially 
trades  those  associated  with  building  have  week  by  week  in  most  localities,  and  in 
perhaps  been  most  markedly  active,  and  some  parts  considerable  alarm  has  been  ex- 
an  abundance  of  employment  in  these  lines  perienced  lest  the  absence  of  an  adequate 
is  generally  assured  during  the  continuance  supply  may  lead  to  immediate  and  serious 
of  favourable  weather,  conditions  of  ex-  embarrassment, 
ceptional  activity,  however,  being  confined 

to  no  one  trade  or  group  of  trades.     Of  The  Western  Harvest. 

special  interest  to  labour  during  the  month  Of  the  various   single  features    of    the 

was  the  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Trades  month's  industrial  activity  the  harvesting 
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of  the  grain  crop  of  Manitoba  and  the  than  arrive  at  an  approximate  state- 
North-west  Territories  has  been,  as  above  ment.  In  round  numbers  it  is  as- 
stated,  the  most  far-reaching  in  its  influ-  serted  that  whereas  last  year  there 
ence.  On  the  whole  it  was  possible  to  say,  were  13,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  grown 
at  the  end  of  September,  that  never  in  the  in  the  Territories,  out  of  a  total  crop 
history  of  Canada  have  conditions  in  the  of  27,000,000  bushels,  there  will  be  15,000,- 
leading  industry  of  the  country  been  so  000  bushels  of  wheat  marketed  this  year, 
uniformly  favourable  or  presented  such  a  out  of  a  total  of  30,000,000  bushels  of  grain 
promising  outlook  for  the  future.  While  grown.  The  Edmonton  district,  it  is  con- 
in  the  Eastern  Provinces,  and  in  British  servatively  estimated,  will  market  about 
Columbia  as  well,  the  yield  of  agricultural  4,000,000  bushels,  valued  at  over  $1,000,000. 
products  has  been  more  than  usually  satis-  The  value  of  the  total  western  crop  of  the 
,  factory,  it  is  to  the  exceedingly  prosperous  present  year,  including  dairy  products  and 
conditions  which  prevail  throughout  the  cattle,  has  been  placed  at  upwards  of  $50,- 
great  grain  growing  areas  of  the  Canadian  000,000.  The  effect  of  the  liberation  of  so 
West  that  public  attention  has  been  chiefly  much  wealth  by  the  soil  in  a  single  year, 
directed.  With  scarcely  an  exception,  re-  following  on  the  favourable  returns  of  the 
ports  from  all  sections  of  Manitoba  and  the  preceding  season,  will  be,  it  is  expected,  to 
North-west  Territories  are  uniformly  of  exercise  a  stimulus  on  the  development  of 
heavy  yields,  favourable  weather  conditions,  the  Canadian  West  more  powerful  than  has 
fair  progress  of  threshing  operations,  and  yet  been  recorded  in  the  history  of  the  Do- 
better  facilities  than  ever  before,  especially  minion, 
under  the   working  of  the   new   Manitoba 

law,  for  the  marketing  of  the  grain.    A         Conditions  in  the  Lumber  Industry. 
few  instances  of  frost,  which  occurred  early 

in  the  month,  did  some  slight  damage,  Among  other  Canadian  industries  which 
largely  on  account  of  the  general  lateness  have  passed  through  an  important  phase  of 
of  the  harvest,  but  this  was  almost  wholly  development  during  the  month  just  closed, 
offset  by  the  splendid  ripening  weather  that  of  lumbering  is  worthy  of  prominent 
which  followed.  Later,  also,  some  delay  in  mention.  The  active  season  in  the  lumber 
threshing  operations  was  caused  by  rain,  woods  of  Ontario  and  the  other  eastern 
which  it  was  feared  might  be  extended  so  provinces  was  begun  during  September,  and 
as  to  interfere  more  or  less  with  fall  the  organization  of  the  gangs  of  shanty- 
ploughing.  This,  however,  was  not  real-  men  proceeded  with  in  so  far  as  was  possible 
ized,  and  the  cool  weather  which  followed  under  the  existing  conditions.  Never  be- 
the  period  of  rainfall  had  the  effect  of  pre-  fore,  however,  in  the  history  of  the  indus- 
venting  all  danger  from  sprouting  of  the  try  have  lumber  firms  experienced  greater 
grain.  A  more  serious  handicap  to  the  difficulty  in  securing  a  sufficient  number  of 
western  farmer  was  the  scarcity  of  farm  men  for  the  cutting  and  hauling  of  their 
labour,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  preva-  product.  Wages  have  in  consequence 
lence  of  good  times  in  the  eastern  pro-  reached  an  almost  unprecedentedly  high 
vinces  made  it  unusually  difficult  this  year  figure.  Prices,  also,  of  the  future  product 
to  procure  the  needed  supply  of  this  class  have  already  shown  a  tendency  to  stiffen, 
of  help.  Here,  also,  the  exceptional  ef-  owing  both  to  the  increased  cost  of  produc- 
forts  put  forth  by  government  agents,  es-  tion  and  to  the  general  steadiness  of  the 
pecially  in  Manitoba,  did  much  to  reduce  demand,  both  in  the  United  States  and  in 
losses  to  a  minimum.  With  regard  to  the  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  in  the  home  mar- 
estimated  extent  of  the  value  of  this  year's  ket,  for  Canadian  lumber.  A  feature  of 
grain  production  in  the  west,  various  opin-  the  coming  season,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
ions  have  been  expressed,  and  it  is  impos-  the  number  of  firms  engaged  in  the  manu- 
sible   at  the  present   moment  to   do   more  facture  of  square  timber,  and  a  decided  ex- 
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pansion  of  trade  in  the  partially  marmfac-  catch.    An  effort  was  also  made  in  British 

tured  product.  Columbia  during  the  month  to  put  up  as 

In  an  annual  report  to  Ottawa  of  the  In-  lar^e  a  Pack  iof  cohoe«  a*d  humPback*  as 

spector  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  was  P°?8*bl*  ^  wa?  of  f**  to  the  sma11" 

Agencies   some   interesting    statistics    are  ness  of  the  socke?e  catch' 
given  of  the  state  of  the  lumber  industry  Ontario  Mines, 

in  Manitoba  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  .   .       .    _ 

June  30,  1902.     As  yet,  according  to  the        \ the  ™nmg  mdustry  of  the  country  a 

•.  t  ,,  n   .1 .  ,  much  more  satisfactory  tone  prevailed  dur- 

mspector,   only  a  small  area  oi  the    vast  .  * 

«  ,,  ,1        j  mg  beptember,  and  a  statement  issued  by 

spruce  forests,  ranging  to  the  north  and  ac-  "7*        *     .        '  " 

., ,      -  -r   ,        -rxr:      .  i   lf     •  tne  Ontario  Bureau  of  Mines  towards  the 

cessible  from  Lakes   Winnipeg  and  Mam- 

.       ,  ,  ,  rv        o^  aaa  aaa  close  oi  the  month  may  be  taken  as  typical 

toba,  have  been  cut  over.     Over  24,000,000  *     .  . 

,,    ,      „  ,      ,  j.     ,       j  i  --n  oi  the  general  situation  in  this  important 

feet  of  lumber  was  manufactured  by  mills  e     .  t. 

..,.     .^  ,  ,.  j  „  .  branch  oi  industry.     According  to  this  au- 

m  Manitoba  operating  under  government  /  6  .     . 

,.  ,     .        ,,  ,i        i        .    .  i     i?  thority,  the  total  value  of  the  provincial 

license  during  the  year,  though  a  total  ol  V  * 

.fl,nn,AA/,    -    ,  i  „.  T  metalliferous  product  tor  the  first  half  of 

165,835,000   feet   was   sawn    by   provincial  F  .0AA_00  , 

>     .  T  ..  j.     n       i  the  present  year  was  $2,902,722,  compared 

manufacturers.      Importation     of     lumber  *  «f  '  -,. 

„  ,,      tt-uj.oi  i.  j  ~  W1th  $1,438,539  for  the  corresponding  per- 

from  the  United  States  shows  a  decrease,  .         J  '  .  .  V^i 

,      ,,       ...'..        j?  •  i.-  j?  iod  of  last  year,  an  increase  of  over  100 

as  do  also  the  statistics  of  importations  of  f      ' 

,  .     ,  i  •  i    ,i        i  j.-        •     iaaa  per  cent,  and  of  about  150  per  cent  as  com- 

shmgles,  which  though  amounting  m  1900  ^  \ 

'___„„.    -  ,-.  n  .     •  n  pared  with    1900.     Among    the    increases 

to  over  10,000,000,  fell  last  year  materially  *  "°. 

t      -.  ™^™   xi     -r>  -x-  i    /-i  i       u-    _-n„  may   he   noted  the    following: — Uold,    516 
under  1,900,000,  the  British  Columbia  mills  J  .  "T  ' 

V     .       '      ,    ,,     j.  ,,.         j    .     .i  ounces,  $11,968;  nickel,  1,211    tons,  $891,- 
now  capturing  the  bulk  of  this  trade  to  the  '  \+OA»»«     • 

.     .         --f,      .  -,  256;  copper,  377  tons,  $164,771;  iron    ore, 

exclusion  of  the  American  product.  1Q.nio   ,  „,ono  „QA       .       .  1/(0«0 

134,212   tons,   $223,680;   pig    iron,    14,302 

The  export  of  Canadian  wood  pulp  dur-  tons,  $180,436;    arsenic,    108,946    pounds, 

ing  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30  last  was  $2,088.     Silver  showed  a  decrease  of  5,200 

$1,937,207,  of  which  $934,722  went  to  Great  ounces  in  weight  and  $8,016  in  value.   The 

Britain  and  the  bulk  of  the  remainder  to  increased  value   in  nickel   and    copper    is 

the  United  States,  the    pulp    industry  of  partly  accounted  for  by  the  higher  grade  of 

Canada  giving  signs  during  September  of  matte  now  being  turned  out  in  the  Sud- 

a  period  of  extensive  development.  bury  district.     A   slackening,   however,   in 

.       _  the  rate  of  production  at  the  Copper  Cliff 

°  y*  mines  makes  it  probable  that  the  statistics 

From  both  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  sea-  for  the  full  year  may  not  retain  their  pres- 
boards  reports  of  the  month  on  conditions  ent  rate  of  increase.  The  strong  demand 
in  the  fishing  industry  are  not  wholly  sat-  and  steady  price  of  nickel  are,  however, 
isfactory.  The  Nova  Scotia  mackerel  important  factors  in  the  present  mining 
catch  has  improved  greatly,  though  the  situation  of  the  province,  compared  with 
stock  is  not  of  the  best.  The  cod,  haddock  the  first  half  of  1901.  The  pig  iron  pro- 
and  squid  fisheries,  however,  have  had  good  <*uced  by  the  furnaces  at  Hamilton,  Mid- 
results.  In  British  Columbia,  the  sockeye  land  and  Deseronto  were  25  per  cent  greater 
pack  on  the  Fraser  river  is  the  smallest  in  quality  and  23  per  cent  greater  in  value 
since  1898,  only  passing  one-quarter  of  a  than  last  year.  Ontario  mines  supplied  51 
million  cases  by  a  small  margin.  The  fish-  Per  cent  of  the  ore  smelted,  the  remainder 
ermen,  according  to  the  sliding  scale    of  bein£  imported  from  the  United  States. 

prices  agreed  upon  at  the  commencement  -,.   .        _,       *  n        -, 

,  .,  »j       xi.  *  i«i  Mining  Elsewhere  in  Canada, 

oi  the  season,  were  paid  at  the  rate  of  16£  ° 

cents  per  fish.     It  is  expected  that  a  fair         In  Nova   Scotia   and  British   Columbia, 

market  during  the  balance  of  the  year  may  conditions   in   the   mining    industry    have 

in  part  compensate  for  the  smallness  of  the  also  on  the  whole  been  favourable  during 
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the  month.  In  the  former  province  impor-  portation  created  by  the  enormous  crop  re- 
tant  purchases  and  changes  of  management  turns  of  western  Canada.  The  demand 
were  reported,  while  in  the  various  camps  was  not  unexpected,  and  a  good  deal  of  the 
of  British  Columbia  a  more  buoyant  tone  energy  of  the  railway  companies  of  Can- 
was  noticeable  than  in  many  months.  The  ada  during  the  summer  months  had  been 
resumption  of  work  in  the  Boundary  coun-  expended  in  the  direction  of  providing  ad- 
try  has  stimulated  business  in  that  district,  ditional  rolling  stock  and  other  facilities 
and  a  considerable  influx  of  prospectors  is  required  by  the  situation.  Thus  the  Cana- 
already  reported.  The  silver-lead  country  dian  Pacific  Hallway  Company,  it  is  esti- 
has  also  had  a  season  of  activity,  and  fur-  mated,  has  increased  its  rolling  stock  avail- 
ther  developments  are  expected  on  an  ex-  able  for  the  movement  of  the  western  crops 
tensive  scale.  At  Rossland  the  feeling  of  by  about  33  per  cent,  and  its  motive  power 
hopefulness  has  received  an  especial  im-  by  about  35  per  cent,  during  the  past  few 
petus  from  the  publicly  expressed  opinions  months,  while  new  additions  to  the  efii- 
of  managers  of  properties  there,  and  to  the  ciency  of  the  service  are  still  being  added 
renewal  of  shipments  on  a  substantial  scale,  daily.  In  this  connection,  also,  might  be 
In  the  Kootenays  a  scarcity  of  cars,  caused  mentioned  the  intention  of  the  company, 
by  the  demand  of  the  wheat  crop  in  the  announced  during  the  month,  to  greatly  ex- 
North-west  Territories,  temporarily  limited  tend  its  dock  accommodation  and  generally 
the  output  of  the  mines.  On  the  coast,  as  increase  its  terminal  facilities  at  Vancou- 
may  be  noted  in  the  September  report  of  ver,  while  at  the  same  time  inaugurating 
the  ISTanaimo  correspondent  of  the  Gazette,  an  improved  lightering  system  at  St.  John, 
the  outlook  remained  in  some  uncertainty  N.B.  The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
and  conditions  as  yet  do  not  share  in  the  pany  has  also  some  2,000  more  cars  than 
upward  tendency  characteristic  of  the  rest  last  year  with  which  to  assist  in  the  move- 
of  the  province.  ment  of  the  grain  of  the  West,  while  the 
Permission  was  granted  by  the  federal  Canada  Nortllern  Railway  announces  its 
government  during  the  month  to  the  Do-  facilltles  for  handling  the  crop  as  nearly 
minion  Iron  and  Steel  Company  to  bring  10°  Per  cent  better  than  in  190L  The  new 
action  against  the  King  on  a  claim  for  Per  diem  reSulatl0n  by  winch  other  corn- 
bounty  on  liquid  pig  iron  manufactured  Panies  are  char^ed  for  ™™  h?  the  <^y  in- 
into  steel  by  the  company.  It  had  been  stead  of  by  the  milea^  hauled,  is  also  said 
claimed  that  parliament  never  contemplat-  to  have  set  free  a  lar^er  number  of  cars 
ed  the  payment  of  a  bounty  on  liquid  pig  than  was  Posslble  under  th«  old  system, 
iron,  but  only  on  solid  pig.  The  iron  and  the  mcreased  celeritF  of  thls  gear's 
bounty  is  $3  per  ton  when  manufactured  methods  of  loadmS  and  unloading  is  still 
from  native  ore,  and  $2  when  from  the  for-  another  fav™rable  factor.  In  spite  of  the 
!  eign  produced  product.  fears  entertained,  accordingly,  it  could  not 

be  said  that  a  scarcity  of  cars  existed  in 

The  Transportation  Problem.  the  West  UP  to  the  end  of  the  Past  month, 

or  that  the  inefficiency  of  the  lake  marine 
As  already  mentioned,  one  of  the  most  to  meet  tne  requirements  of  the  situation 
important  factors  in  the  Canadian  indus-  ^ad  been  demonstrated  during  the  same 
trial  situation  during  September  was  the  period.  The  probability  of  a  grain  block- 
activity  of  the  transportation  companies  a(je  has  also  been  greatly  lessened  in  conse- 
throughout  the  Dominion.  The  fall  fairs  quence  of  the  increased  number  of  long 
in  eastern  Canada,  together  with  the  final  sidings  built,  as  well  as  the  increased  ele- 
stages  of  the  annual  tourist  traffic,  were  in  vat0r  capacity  provided  during  the  pres- 
part  responsible  for  this,  though,  of  course,  ent  season.  During  the  past  month,  how- 
the  great  influence  governing  the  situation  ever,  previous  to  the  finishing  of  stacking 
was  the  unprecedented  demand  for  trans-  an(j  threshing  operations,  a  complete  test 


194 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Octobeb,  1932 


of  the  ability  of  the  railway  companies  to 
deal  with  the  situation  was  not  provided. 
With  the  finishing  of  stacking  and  the  con- 
sequent releasing  of  men  for  threshing  op- 
erations, the  process  of  marketing  will  be 
greatly  accelerated,  and  it  is  hoped  that  be- 
tween the  end  of  the  present  month  and  the 
close  of  navigation  on  Lake  Superior  the 
crop  will  be  moving  at  the  rate  of  1,000,000 
bushels  daily.  In  the  meantime  an  im- 
portant phase  of  the  situation  from  the 
standpoint  of  labour  has  been  the  keen  de- 
mand for  trainmen  throughout  Canada  to 
work  the  extra  trains  being  put  on  by  the 
railway  companies. 

Traffic  on  the  Great  Lakes. 

That  the  freight  traffic  on  the  great  lakes* 
during  the  present  season  has  been  excep- 
tionally heavy  is  also  borne  out  by  statis- 
tics and  estimates  presented  during  the 
past  month.  It  is  stated  that  the  traffic 
passed  through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canals, 
to  and  from  Lake  Superior,  since  the  open- 
ing of  navigation,  will  reach  the  high  total 
of  35,000,000  tons.  Thus  far,  the  record  is 
above  all  previous  years,  and  there  are 
many  signs  that  the  high  pressure  will  be 
maintained  until  the  close  of  the  season. 
Comparisons  with  1901  may  be  slightly 
misleading  owing  to  the  late  opening  of 
navigation  last  year,  but  it  may  be  stated 
that  up  to  the  end  of  July  the  total  east- 
bound  freights  recorded  as  passing  through 
the  canal  was  13,886,934  tons,  as  compared 
with  9,350,923  tons  last  year,  while  west- 
bound freight  for  the  same  period  of  the 
season  was  2,681,915  tons,  as  compared  with 
2,197,269  last  year.  Up  to  the  end  of  June 
the  total  freight  both  ways  shows  an  in- 
crease of  over  43  per  cent  over  last  year's 
record,  and  of  over  29  per  cent  as  compared 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1900.  In 
the  classified  freight  record  the  most  sig- 
nificant increases  are  in  iron  ore  and  in 
coal,  hard  and  soft. 

Trans-Atlantic    Shipping. 

The  question  of  transatlantic  shipping 
has  also  received  considerable  attention 
during  the  past  month,  chiefly  owing  to  the 


completion  of  the  final  details  of  the  Am- 
erican steamship  merger,  which  has  been 
the  chief  topic  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion during  the  present  season.  Following 
on  this  has  been  a  renewed  discussion  of 
the  projected  Canadian  fast  Atlantic  ser- 
vice. During  the  month,  also,  final  ar- 
rangements were  completed  for  the  passen- 
ger and  fast  freight  winter  service  between 
St.  John,  N.B.,  and  European  ports. 

During  the  past  year  the  Manchester 
Trader  Line,  in  the  operations  of  which  the 
province  of  Prince  Edward  Island  is  espe- 
cially interested,  carried  to  and  from  the 
ports  of  Manchester  and  Canada  a  total 
cargo  of  144,744  tons,  and  also  from  Can- 
ada to  Manchester  11,459  head  of  cattle 
and  7,190  sheep. 

The  St.  Lawrence  Route. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  Trans- 
Atlantic  shipping,  some  further  discussion 
as  to  the  relative  safety  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence route  which  occurred  during  the 
month,  is  of  particular  interest.  A  letter 
addressed  by  Elder  Dempster  &  Co.  to  the 
Honourable  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Mar- 
ine, indicating  certain  improvements  sug- 
gested by  their  captains,  made  the  state- 
ment that  the  company  had  completed  dur- 
ing the  last  three  years  eighty  voyages 
from  Canada  without  a  mishap,  and  ex- 
presses dissent  with  the  opinion  of  the  un- 
derwriters as  to  the  risks  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence route.  With  regard  to  the  improve- 
ments suggested,  the  Department  of  Mar- 
ine has  already  largely  anticipated  the  re- 
commendations of  the  company,  and  an- 
nounces, seconded  by  expert  authority,  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  leading  diffi- 
culties of  St.  Lawrence  river  navigation. 

The   Canadian  Pacific  Railway   Annm 

Report. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  transporta- 
tion, mention  should  be  made  of  the  pub-f 
lication,     during    the    early    days    of 
month,  of  the   21st   annual   report   of  tl 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,   cov- 
ering the  year  ended  June  30,  1902. 
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the  greatest  single  corporation  in  Canada, 
the  progress  of  the  company  during  the 
past  year  is  exceedingly  instructive.  Dur- 
ing the  period  covered  its  gross  earnings 
amounted  to  $37,503,053,  compared  with 
$30,855,203  in  the  preceding  twelve  months. 
The  gross  working  expenses  were  $23,417,- 
141,  as  compared  with  $18,745,828,  and  net 
earnings  $14,085,912,  as  compared  with 
$12,109,375  in  1900-1901.  The  working 
expenses  of  the  year  amounted  to  62  *44  per 
cent  of  the  gross  earnings  and  the  net  earn- 
ings to  37*50  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
60*75  per  cent  and  37*25  per  cent  respec- 
tively in  1901.  There  was  an  addition  to 
the  track  operated  during  the  year  of  290 
miles,  and  the  system  now  includes  10,623 
miles  of  line,  of  which  8,646  is  managed 
directly  by  the  company.  The  number  of 
tons  of  freight  moved  was  8,769,934  in 
1902  and  7,155,913  in  1901;  the  passengers 
carried  numbered  4,796,746  in  1902  and  4,- 
337,799  in  1901.  The  tendency  to  lower 
rates  involved  in  the  statement  that  in  1901 
the  average  rate  for  carrying  passengers  a 
mile  was  1  93  cents,  and  of  carrying  a  ton 
of  freight  a  mile  0*93  cents,  whereas  last 
year  it  was  only  1*75  cents  and  0*79  cents 
respectively,  shows  that  the  growth  in  earn- 
ings was  not  in  proportion  to  the  growth  of 
work  done.  It  should  also  be  pointed  out 
that  the  conditions  created  by  a  rising  mar- 
ket for  labour  and  its  products  was  also  a 
noticeable  item  in  the  increased  expenses 
of  the  year.  The  close  of  the  year,  how- 
ever, left  the  company  with  a  cash  sur-1 
plus  on  revenue  account  of  $7,709,913. 

The  sales  of  the  company's  lands  during 
the  year  amounted  to  1,362,852  acres  for 
$4,442,136,  being  an  average  price  of  $3.26 
an  acre,  the  cash  receipts  from  which  made 
possible  the  redemption  and  cancellation  of 
land  grant  bonds  to  the  value  of  $1,401,- 
000.  There  was  thus  left  in  the  hands  of 
the  public  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  $1,- 
430,000  of  these  bonds,  all  of  which  have 
since  been  called  for  redemption  and  can- 
cellation. 

The  issue  of  $19,500,000    new    common 

stock  of  the  company  and  the  operations 
2* 


of  the  company  in  the  securing  of  addi- 
tional locomotives  and  rolling  stock  have 
been  previously  referred  to  in  the  Labour 
Gazette. 

The  total  value  of  the  company's  prop- 
erties is  placed  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
$310,000,000,  aside  from  over  18,000,000 
acres  of  land  in  western  Canada. 

Dominion  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Turning  from  the  industrial  to  the  finan- 
cial and  commercial  record  of  the  month, 
reference  may  be  made  to  a  statement  of 
the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Do- 
minion for  the  two  months  ending  August, 
which  was  issued  on  September  12.  Ac- 
cording to  this  showing,  the  revenue  of  the 
country  was  $9,578,947  this  year,  compared 
with  $8,817,032  for  the  corresponding  two 
months  of  last  year,  or  an  increase  of 
$941,895.  The  ordinary  expenditure  was 
placed  at  $5,554,115,  an  increase  of  $191,- 
132.  The  capital  expenditure  was  $765,- 
815,  a  decrease  of  $1,726,000  for  the  same 
period  of  1901.  The  table  of  comparisons 
in  full  is  as  follows: — 

1901.  1902. 

Customs $5,270,466  $5,949,451 

Excise 1,734,777  1,178,637 

Post  Office 510,233  580,000 

Public  Works 1,055,242  1,164,125 

Miscellaneous 246,344  286,734 

$8,817,062       $9,758,947 

Expenditure $5,362,982      $5,554,115 

Canadian  Foreign  Trade. 

A  trade  statement  handed  out  by  the 
Customs  Department  of  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment on  the  same  date  as  the  above, 
shows  a  no  less  satisfactory  record  with  re- 
gard to  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. Substantial  increases  were  registered 
in  all  domestic  exports,  with  the  exception 
of  the  output  of  the  mines.  The  aggregate 
trade  for  July  and  August,  moreover, 
shows  an  increase  of  nearly  $2,000,000, 
The  domestic  exports  for  the  two  months 
were  $36,746,854,  an  increase  of  $3,912,000 
over  the  same  time  last  year.  The  imports 
for  the  two  months,  not  including  coin  and 
bullion,   were   $32,451,830,   an   increase    of 
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over  $1,000,000  as  compared  with  the  same 
period  of  1901.  Domestic  exports  and  im- 
ports for  consumption  accordingly  show  a 
combined  increase  of  about  $5,000,000. 
The  duty  collected  for  the  two  months  was 
$5,626,140,  an  increase  of  $620,000  over  the 
same  two  months  of  1901. 

Requests  were  made  during  the  month 
for  encouragement  on  the  part  of  the  Do- 
minion government  to  the  export  trade  in 
eggs  and  poultry. 

German  Discrimination. 

Early  in  September  an  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Director  General  of  Customs 
for  Germany  was  reported  which  is  calcu- 
lated to  have  considerable  effect  on  the 
future  export  grain  trade  of  Canada.  Dur- 
ing the  past  winter,  it  had  been  stated, 
large  quantities  of  wheat  of  Canadian  ori- 
gin mixed  with  wheat  from  the  United 
States  reached  Hamburg  by  way  of  New 
York,  in  violation  of  the  discriminating 
duty  imposed  by  Germany  against  Cana- 
dian grain  products.  In  the  future,  ac- 
cordingly, by  order  of  the  German  Customs 
Department,  all  consignments  of  wheat, 
rye,  barley,  hay  and  peas  from  American 
Northern  Atlantic  ports  as  far  south  as 
Philadelphia  must,  in  order  to  pass  the 
customs  at  Hamburg,  be  accompanied  by 
a  certificate  of  origin  proving  that  they  do 
not  come  from  Canada.  The  order  of  the 
German  government  has  been  in  effect  for 
some  time,  though  never  rigidly  enforced 
until  lately.  The  difference  in  duty  im- 
posed upon  cereals  from  the  United  States 
and  Canada  coming  into  Germany  amounts 
to  about  50  per  cent. 

Imperial  Trade. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  September  in 
Canadian  commercial  circles  was  the  ex- 
tent to  which  public  attention  was  directed 
to  the  possibilities  of  future  trade  between 
the  Dominion  and  the  other  colonies  of 
the  empire,  notably,  South  Africa,  Austra- 
lia and  New  Zealand.  Now  that  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  direct  steamship  service,  un- 


der government  supervision,  between  Can- 
ada and  South  Africa  is  assured,  additional 
significance  is  given  to  the  reports  of  gov- 
ernment agents  in  the  latter  group  of 
colonies  upon  the  market  there  for  Cana- 
dian products,  which  have  been  received 
by  the  Dominion  Department  of  Agri- 
culture and  by  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  during  the  past  month, 
and  which  were  prepared  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  being  of  service  to  Can- 
adian manufacturers  and  merchants  con- 
templating an  extension  of  business  in  Cape 
Colony,  Natal,  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  River  Colony.  The  installation  of 
direct  representatives  of  Canadian  enter- 
prises in  place  of  the  printed  catalogue  sys- 
tem, hitherto  almost  exclusively  in  vogue, 
is  prominently  recommended  in  the  reports 
referred  to,  and  the  success  of  the  United 
States  in  capturing  South  African  trade 
by  this  means  is  pointed  to  as  evidence  of 
its  efficiency.  At  the  same  time  a  more  ac- 
tive distribution  of  Canadian  advertising 
literature  is  also  advised.  Negotiations 
have  already  been  established  between  a 
large  number  of  importers  in  South  Africa 
and  Canadian  manufacturers  of  furniture, 
agricultural  implements,  boots,  timber, 
stoves,  carriages,  fruit  products,  &c,  &c. 
The  extensive  railway  constructions  in  con- 
templation in  the  South  African  colonies, 
both  in  the  way  of  the  projection  of  new] 
railways  and  the  extension  of  old  ones,  are  j 
pointed  to  as  features  of  the  situation 
there  that  offer  an  exceptional  opportunity) 
to  Canadian  commercial  enterprise. 

Prospects  of  an  increasing  trade  with 
Australia  have  also  considerably  brighten- 
ed during  the  month,  and  the  establish-! 
ment  of  a  direct  steamship  line  between 
Canada  and  the  Commonwealth  via  the. 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  will  depend  largely 
upon  the  success  of  the  South  African  line.| 
According  to  a  representative  of  the  Syd- 
ney Chamber  of  Commerce,  who  visit( 
Canada  during  the  month,  Australia  offei 
a  ready  market  for  Canadian  barley,  oats 
wheat,  beets,  canned  goods,  carriages,  ma- 
chinery and  furniture,  being  able  to  payl 
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for  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  tinned  close   of  the  month   shows    continued   in- 

meats,  wines  and  wool.  creases.     Thus,    the    circulation    of    bank 

notes  at  the  close  of  last  month  was  $55,- 
Domestic  Trade.  035,701,  compared  with  $52,070,065  for  July 
A  very  marked  result  of  the  prevailing  and  $51,352,309  for  August  of  last  year, 
good  harvest,  the  high  rate  of  wages,  and  that  1S>  a  Sam  of  nearl?  three  million  dol- 
the  general  satisfactory  condition  of  em-  lars  on  the  month>  and  of  about  $3,700,000 
ployment,  has  been  the  stimulus  thereby  on  the  ^ear-  As  compared  with  1896,  the 
imparted  during  the  past  few  weeks  to  do-  *ain  has  been  nearly  20  million  dollars>  or 
mestic  trade.  Although  every  province  over  60  Per  cent  Last  month  the  Publio 
of  the  Dominion  is  more  or  less  affected  by  deP0Slts  m  Canada  on  demand  showed  a 
this,  prosperous  domestic  trade  conditions  total  of  $105,639,607,  and  those  payable 
are  specially  noticeable  in  Ontario  and  Wlth  notice  to  $247,052,129,  or  a  gam  re- 
Manitoba,  though  business  throughout  the  spectively  of  60  per  cent  and  100  per  cent 
West  has  been  exceptionally  steady  during  over  the  fi^ures  for  1896'  The  loanm* 
September,  and  the  wholesale  fall  trade  busine5s  of  the  banks  also  sil0WS  lar^e  m" 
has  been  satisfactory  all  over  the  country.  creases'  Cal1  and  short  loans  in  Canada 
The  Pacific  coast  wholesale  trade  is  also  and  abroad  in  Au^ust  have  amounted  to 
reported  good,  with  large  orders  from  the  $102,476,132,  as  compared  with  $96,411,551 
Yukon  a  characteristic.  Prices  have  been  for  Jul-^  The  c^rent  loan  m  Canada  and 
exceptionally  firm.  Canadian  securities  on  abroad  amounted  to  $327,980,943  last 
the  stock  exchanges  of  the  world  have  been  month>  compared  with  $325,085,894  in  July, 
steady,  and  are  an  assurance  of  the  conn-  whereas  m  Au^st>  1896>  °^  $207,410,954 
dence  of  the  financial  world  in  the  stability  was  loaned  b^  the  banks  on  current  loans 
of  the  present  prosperity  of  the  Dominion.  and  discounts. 

With  regard  to  particular  features  of  the  The  general  progress  of  the  banks  of  the 
domestic  trade  of  the  month,  the  unusually  Dominion,  during  the  past  five  years,  is 
high  quality  of  millinery  preferred  by  the  also  indicated  by  the  course  of  the  prices 
dealers  is  an  index  to  conditions  very  gen-  of  bank  stocks  during  that  period.  Roughly 
erally  prevailing.  The  trade  in  leather  speaking,  among  the  leading  banks  of  the 
goods  has  also  been  unusually  active.  In  Dominion  the  average  price  of  shares  has 
spite  of  the  cool  summer,  retailers  have  not  increased  since  1897  at  the  rate  of  about  8 
been  left  with  large  stocks  of  summer  points  per  annum.  The  percentage  of  re- 
goods  on  hand.  The  low  rates  offered  by  serve  to  capital  has  in  the  meantime  very 
railroad  companies  during  the  period  of  materially  increased,  and  the  banks  have, 
the  fall  fairs  stimulated  purchases  consid-  in  many  cases,  given  valuable  privileges  to 
erably  during  September,  and  the  fall  sort-  shareholders  from  time  to  time,  in  the  way 
ing  trade  was  in  consequence  exceptionally  of  pro  rata  issues  of  new  stock  at  prices  un- 
heavy.  Iron  and  metals  were  in  good  de-  der  market  quotations, 
mand,  and  report  a  satisfactory  turnover. 
The  strong  demand  for  Canadian  woollens  The  proposed  Meat  Packing  Combine. 

was  still  another  feature  of  September  busi-  Important   developments    in    connection 

ness.     The  month  ended  with  a  very  gen-  .x1    xl_                   •,                   x  TT   -x  j  &+  + 

.  j,    _.          .         „,                 .               .,.  with  the  proposed  merger  01  United  btates 

.eral  reeling  01  confidence  as  the  prevailing  1  .              1  v  1          .                        ,   j 

_                      ,.-,,;  meat  packing  establishments  were  reported 

note  in  domestic  trade  circles  all  over  the  i     .        ,-,             .1          1  •                 ,•          -.r, 

^      .    .  during  the  month,  and  m  connection  with 

its  effect  on  the  prices  of  meat  products  in 

m,       .              -n     i     nx  Canada,  may  be   referred  to  here.     Early 

The  August  Bank  Statement.  .     x,            ;,    ..                          ,   .;       ,, 

m  the  month  it  was  announced  that  the 

The    August    report    of    the    chartered  proposed  combine  would  come  into  active 

banks  of  the  Dominion  received  toward  the  and  open  operation  on  September  27,  under 
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a  capitalization  estimated  on  the  basis  of 
25  times  the  last  year's  earnings,  of  the  con- 
stituent companies.  Later,  however,  it  was 
announced  that  the  project  had  been  aban- 
doned, the  alleged  reason  being  the  hostile 
attitude  of  the  national  administration. 

The  Coal  Situation. 

It  was  in  the  case  of  the  strike  of  the 
Pennsylvania  coal  miners,  however,  that  in- 
dustrial conditions  in  the  United  States 
during  the  past  month  reacted  most  directly 
upon  Canadian  interests.  Seldom  has  a 
single  industrial  disturbance  in  another 
country  affected  so  closely  the  homes  of  the 
masses  of  the  people  in  this  country,  or 
been  the  cause  of  as  much  widespread 
anxiety  as  the  present  difficulty.  In  On- 
tario and  Quebec,  as  well  as  in  Manitoba 
and  the  North-west  Territories,  a  coal  fam- 
ine of  unprecedented  severity  has  set  in, 
and  the  developments  of  the  past  month 
have  been  in  many  instances  of  an  alarm- 
ing nature,  especially  in  view  of  the  ap- 
proach of  cold  weather,  the  limited  supply 
of  soft  coal  and  the  general  scarcity  and 
high  price  of  wood  and  other  substitutes 
for  anthracite.  In  the  larger  indus- 
trial centres  of  the  country  no  class 
of  the  population  is  escaping  the  in- 
convenience, and  in  some  localities 
the  poor  are  already  suffering.  Prices 
have  advanced  by  wide  margins,  but 
the  difficulty  consists  rather  in  the  abso- 
lute dearth  of  supply.  Various  projects 
have  been  discussed  for  the  relief  of  the 
situation,  among  others,  that  of  bringing 
Welsh  coal  to  Canada.  The  question  of 
substitutes  for  anthracite  has  also  been 
much  discussed,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
immediate  termination  of  the  strike  would 
not  relieve  the  situation  for  some  time.  In 
Toronto,  special  measures  are  being  dis- 
cussed by  the  municipality  to  prevent  the 
citizens  from  suffering  during  the  coming 
winter  from  the  lack  of  other  fuel,  and  at 
Montreal  the  problem  of  an  establishment 
of  a  municipal  coal  yard  has  been  widely 
debated.  British  Columbia  is  practically 
unaffected  by  the  present  situation  ;  wood 
is  bringing  a  high  price,  but  this   is   at- 


tributed rather  to  the  working  out  of  cord- 
wood  limits  than  to  the  strike  situation  in 
the  United  States.  A  full  report  on  the 
situation  is  reserved  for  the  November 
issue  of  the  Gazette. 

Immigration  Returns. 

Of  the  various  influences  exercised  by 
the  agricultural  prosperity  of  Manitoba  and 
the  North-west  Territories,  that  on  the 
immigration  movement  of  the  present  sea- 
son has  undoubtedly  been  among,  the  most 
important  in  its  effects.  The  results, 
moreover,  of  the  present  western  harvest 
may  be  said  to  be  prospective,  no  less  than 
actual.  Various  returns  of  the  past  month 
continue  to  show  the  extraordinary  scale  on 
which  settlement  on  new  lands  in  the  Can- 
adian West  has  been  carried  on  during  the 
present  season.  Thus,  it  is  estimated,  that 
over  15,000  people  have  settled  in  the  dis- 
trict north  of  Calgary  alone  within  the  past 
12  months,  and  the  surveying  of  new  lands 
in  that  section  of  country  is  already  re- 
ported a  necessity.  The  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  in  this  connection,  re- 
ports sales  of  over  half  a  million  acres  in 
Alberta,  and  the  returns  of  the  Dominion 
government  agent  at  Edmonton  show  home- 
stead entries  of  160  acres  each  to  the  num- 
ber of  2,144,  or  343,000  acres  sold  during 
the  year  ending  June  30  last.  The  July 
homestead  entries  in  the  North-west  num- 
ber in  all  2,623,  or  1,702  greater  than  were 
reported  for  the  same  month  last  year.  For 
August  the  entries  were  1,022,  or  1,154  in 
excess  of  the  same  period  of  1901.  As  com- 
pared with  the  same  two  months  of  the 
previous  season,  the  present  year  shows  an 
increase  of  2,856  entries.  The  inspector  of 
the  Department  of  the  Interior  agencies  re- 
ports some  14,725  entries  made  during  the 
fiscal  year,  which  is  6,558  in  excess  of  the 
figures  of  1901.  These  statistics,  more- 
over, throw  no  light  on  the  sales  of  the 
large  land-owning  companies,  which  re- 
ceived their  grants  direct  from  the  Crown. 
Taking  all  into  consideration,  it  is  esti- 
mated that  in  the  neighbourhood  of  seven 
million  acres  of  land  were  disposed  of  for 
settlement  during  the  season.     A  noticeable 
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example  furnished  during  September  of  the  and  to  the  future  prospects  of  the  province 

scale  on  which  land  sales  are  being  nego-  as  a  field  for  foreign  homeseekers. 
tiated  in  western  Canada  at  present,  was 

the  purchase,  in  the  Saskatchewan  district,  Conditions  in  British  Columbia. 

from  the  Saskatchewan  Valley  Land  Com-  Apart  from  the  activity  of  the  lumber 
pany,  of  100,000  acres,  at  a  price  in  the  market,  the  buoyancy  of  mining  in  the  in- 
neighbourhood  of  half  a  million  dollars,  by  terior  of  the  province,  and  the  depression 
the  members  of  the  Order  of  St.  Benedict,  in  the  fishing  industry  owing  to  the  small 
of  St.  Cloud,  Minn.  In  view  of  transac-  catcn  of  sockeye  on  the  Eraser  river  al- 
tions  like  the  above,  values  have  greatly  ready  mentioned,  the  widespread  attention 
appreciated.  which  has  been  directed  to  the  agricultural 
On  September  8,  the  law  recently  adopt-  possibilities  of  the  province  just  referred 
ed  by  the  Dominion  government  with  re-  to  has  been  perhaps  the  leading  feature  of 
gard  to  the  deportation  of  undesirable  im-  the  past  month.  While  the  yield  of  oats, 
migrants  was  put  into  force.  Full  power  wheat  and  potatoes  has  been  very  good, 
is  given  to  government  immigration  agents  special  notice  has  been  invited  to  the  qual- 
under  the  new  provision  to  prevent  the  ity  of  the  fruit  grown  and  exported  during 
landing  of  foreigners  infected  with  conta-  the  present  season,  several  carloads  having 
gious  or  loathsome  diseases,  and  to  deport  Deen  shipped  from  coast  ports  to  the  North- 
such  class  of  immigrants  to  the  port  from  west  Territories  during  the  month  at  better 
which  they  came.  On  arrival  of  the  ship  prices  than  have  prevailed  in  several  years, 
and  examination  of  the  passengers,  the  dis-  Work  on  the  tunnel  between  Lakes  Beauti- 
eased  persons  who  come  under  the  new  pro-  ful  and  Coquitlam  by  the  Vancouver  Power 
hibitory  law  are  to  be  removed  to  the  hos-  Company  was  actively  pushed  during  Sep- 
pital  and  kept  there  until  the  return  trip  tember,  and  large  increases  to  the  working 
of  the  vessel,  when  they  are  placed  on  board  staff  are  Promised  in  the  immediate  future, 
by  the  provincial  police  and  a  receipt  for  The  hiSh  rate  of  rents  in  Vancouver  and 
their  delivery  taken.  Already  a  consider-  elsewhere  may  be  taken  as  further  evidence 
able  number  of  deportations  have  been  ef-  of  the  Seneral  prevalence  of  improving 
fected.     Hitherto  the  possession  of  a  small  times. 

sum  of  money  was  considered  the  chief  pos-  «     j-,-          •      4t,„  -tr„i  _ 

.  ...     -     o                        „  \  Conditions  in  the  Yukon. 

session  requisite  tor  the  acceptance  of  for- 
eign immigrants.  A  number  of  interesting  statements  were 

.  published  during  September  as  to  the  pres- 

During  the  month  it  was  announced  that  .    •    i     *  •  i        j+j       •++•        •       +^ 

.„               .,,  .               .  .        .  ent  industrial  and  trade  -  situation  in    the 

certificates  will  be  issued  by  the    Ontario  ^r  i           w+i.   +i,       i           s         •     *• 

_T                   °  Yukon.     With  the  close  of  navigation  on 

government  on  .November  1  to  all  volun-  .i                   •              -ji                   t,- 

the  upper  river  rapidly  approaching,  a  no- 

teers  entitled I  to  land  grants,  and  the  twelve  taMe  feature  of  the  geason  j,  the  absence 

townships  which  were  surveyed  this  sum-  of  the  ugual  fa]1  rush  tQ  Dawson>  due  in 

mer  will  be    included    in    the    land    avail-  .a,                    +•       £  -i           j?      •   A 

.  part  to  the  comparative  failure  oi  winter 

able  for  selection.     The  establishment  in  mjning  in  the  Klondike  during    tlle  past 

August,  at  the  Union  Station,  Toronto,  of  seagon  and  to  the  fact  that  traffic  between 

an  office  to  virtually  act  as  an  employment  Vancouver   and   Skagway  has,  been    more 

agency  for  farm  hands   under  the  direction  even]y  distributed  this  year  over  the  entire 

nounTd        ^          C°l0nlZati0n'   Was    an"  season.     The  installation  of  hydraulic  ma- 

chinery  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  the  pos- 

A  feature  of  the  month  in    connection  sibilities  of    the    quartz  mining    industry, 

with  the  subject  of  immigration  was  the  ex-  are  the  chief  subjects  of  discussion  in  the 

tent  to  which  attention  was  directed  to  the  Yukon   at   the  present    moment.     On   the 

agricultural  resources  of  British  Columbia,  whole  it  may  be  said  that  more  people  are 
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being  permanently  employed  in  the  Yukon 
at  present  than  ever  before  in  its  history. 
There  has  been,  however,  a  considerable 
exodus  of  workmen  from  Dawson,  especially 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  The  commerce 
of  the  Yukon,  according  to  recent  opinions, 
has  shown  a  distinct  tendency  during  the 
present  season  to  centre  itself  more  and 
more  in  Canadian  hands.  There  is  at  pres- 
ent an  especially  good  opening  there  for 
Canadian  dairy  products,  and  the  possibili- 
ties of  trade  in  Canadian-made  machinery 
have  also  thus  far,  it  is  said,  been  largely 
overlooked. 

Returns  for  the  present  season  show  that 
shipments  of  Canadian  raised  cattle  to  the 
Yukon  through  the  port  of  Vancouver  have 
been  on  a  larger  scale  this  season  than  ever 
before.  The  returns  of  the  present  year 
from  the  beginning  of  the  shipping  season 
in  March  to  the  end  of  August,  show  an 
increase  in  shipments  amounting  to  424 
head  over  those  of  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year.  From  March  to  August,  1901, 
both  months  included,  1,783  head  of  Cana- 
dian cattle  were  shipped  into  the  Yukon, 
while  during  the  same  period  of  the  present 
season  the  number  of  cattle  shipped  reached 
2,207.  In  shipments  of  sheep  also  the  pres- 
ent shows  a  decided  improvement  over  last 
season.  In  1901,  there  were  shipped  north 
from  Vancouver  nearly  2,907  head  of  sheep, 
while  4,225  head  were  shipped  during  the 
present  season,  or  an  increase  of  1,318  head 
this  year.  During  September  also  the  high 
rates  of  the  earlier  months  of  the  season 
have  been  maintained. 

In  connection  with  the  topic  of  quartz 
mining  in  the  Yukon,  the  erection  of  a  gov- 
ernment quartz  mill,  to  be  in  readiness  for 
operation  shortly,  is  arousing  considerable 
interest.  During  the  first  three  months 
after  its  establishment  the  government  will 
make  mill  tests,  free  of  charge,  or  not  less 
than  two  tons  of  each  sample  from  every 
ledge  in  the  territory.  The  miner  will  sim- 
ply be  required  to  deliver  his  order  at  the 
mill,  and  the  result  of  the  run  will  be  his 
without  deduction  of  any  kind. 


Meetings  of  Associations. 

A  very  noteworthy  feature  of  the  month 
was  the  number  of  meetings  of  associations 
held  at  various  points  in  the  Dominion. 
Among  others  may  be  mentioned  the  Do- 
minion Millers'  Association,  which  held  its 
annual  meeting  in  Toronto  on  September 
5,  with  nearly  100  members  present,  when 
the  questions  of  freight  rates,  car  shortage 
and  the  German  exclusion  of  Canadian 
products  were  discussed.  A  very  important 
organization  effected  during  the  month  was 
also  that  of  a  Farmers'  Association,  the  ob- 
jects of  which  were  explained  at  a  meeting 
held  in  Toronto  on  September  9  in  a  reso- 
lution to  the  effect  '  That,  while  deeming  it 
inadvisable  to  establish  a  political  party, 
we  believe  it  is  for  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try that  there  should  be  an  organization 
ready  to  bring  its  influence  to  bear  to  se- 
cure and  promote  the  interests  of  the  far- 
mer in  matters  of  legislation  and  other- 
wise, and  that  we  now  proceed  to  establish 
such  an  organization.'  At  a  subsequent 
meeting  of  the  association,  resolutions  were 
passed  condemning  the  granting  of  public 
money  to  private  and  corporate  interests, 
and  recommending  that  the  property  of 
railroads  and  other  public  service  corpora- 
tions should  be  assessed  for  the  same  pro- 
portion of  value  as  that  of  private  property 
owners,  and  that  there  should  be  strict  pub- 
lic regulation  of  transportation  and  a  non- 
political  tribunal  created  for  the  fixing  of 
rates.  The  Retailers'  Association  also  met 
in  Toronto  early  in  the  month  and  passed 
resolutions  recommending  the  teaching  of 
the  Metric  System  in  public  schools,  a  re- 
duction in  the  cost  of  Division  Court  suits, 
revision  of  the  present  system  of  granting 
licenses  to  pedlars,  the  celebration  of  all 
holidays  falling  on  Saturday  on  the  suc- 
ceeding Monday,  the  equitable  taxation  of 
departmental  stores,  and  the  handling  of 
Canadian  goods  by  Canadian  retail  dealers 
wherever  possible.  Still  another  Toronto 
meeting  of  the  month  was  that  of  the  Can- 
adian Master  Bill  Posters'  and  Distribu- 
ters' Association  on  September  9,  at  which 
53  towns  and  cities  were  represented.     At 
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Hull,  Que.,  during  the  month  the  Associa-  A  new  bank,  to  be  known  as  the  Metro- 
tion  of  Paper  Makers  of  America  held  a  politan  Bank,  was  formed  during  the 
meeting,  at  which  the  long  hours  worked  month,  with  an  authorized  capital  of 
in  the  paper  mills,  and  the  long  term  of  ap-  $2,000,000,  a  charter  having  been  procured 
prenticeship  required,  were  matters  of  com-  at  the  last  session  of  parliament.  The  am- 
plaint.  Meetings  of  the  Union  of  Cana-  ount  of  stock  applied  for  exceeded  the 
dian  Municipalities  and  of  the  Ontario  number  of  shares  offered. 
Municipal  Association  are  referred  to  else-  The  Canadian  government  was  invited, 
where  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette.  tnrough  the  British  embassy  at  Washing- 
Notes  of  the  Month.  ^on>  ^°  name  commissioners  to  co-operate 

with  similar  commissioners  to  be  appointed 

During  the  month  the  question  of  west-  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  to 

ern  railway  freights  was  the  subject  of  ne-  constitute  what  is  to  be  known    as  '  The 

gotiation.  Lake  Commission/  which  is  to  investigate 

The  last  Imperial  Limited  express  train  and  report  on  questions  connected  with  the 

of  the  season  left  Montreal  during  Sep  tern-  changes  of  level  of  the  great  lakes. 

ber. 

The  Montreal  branch   of  the   Canadian 

The   question   of   woodland  preservation  Manufacturers>     Association,    which    some 

and    reforestation    m    older    Ontario    re-  time  agQ  urged  Qn  the  pubUc  the  necessity 

ceived  some  attention.  for    technical    education,    decided    during 

The  exceptional  success  of  the  fall  fairs  September,  to  co-operate  with  the  Me- 
held  throughout  the  eastern  provinces  were  chanics'  Institute  to  found  a  scheme  for  the 
an  admirable  index  of  the  prosperity  of  the  education  of  mechanics.  At  present  cot- 
country,  ton  experts,  and  other  classes  of  workmen, 

Labour  Day  was  successfully  celebrated  such  as  pattern  makers  and  expert  machin- 

at  many  Canadian  points  on  September  1,  ists,  are  imported  from  the  United  States, 

demonstrations  on  an  extensive  scale  being  while  experts  in  woollens  have  to  be  brought 

held  in  St.  John,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Peter-  from  England.     It  is  proposed  by  means  of 

borough,  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Guelph,  Win-  the  new  technical  school  to  fit    Canadian 

nipeg  and  Nanaimo.  mechanics  for  such  positions. 

II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 

'  HALIFAX,   N.S.,   AND  DISTRICT.  has  also  seen  the  inauguration  of  two  cor- 
porations:  The  Britannia    Manufacturing 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports  Company,  which  is  to  manufacture  ladies' 

as  follows:  ready-to-wear   garments,   and   the   Halifax 

general  condition  of  the  labour  market.  an^  Canso  Steamship  Company,  which  has 

been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  has  figh  and  other  cargQ  from  Halifax  to  Can. 

been  one  of  continued  activity  during  Sep-  ^    caUing    ftt    intermediate    ports.     The 

tember.     Compared  with  August,  it  was  as  wholesale  and  retail  trade  has  been  about 

active,  if  not  more  so.     The  opening  of  the  novmal     The  only  feature  of  unrest  in  the 

annual  provincial  exhibition,  aided  by  per-  fieM  of  kbour  ig  the  lock.out  on  the  Echo. 

feet  weather  conditions,  was  no  small  factor  Chron{de^  which  shows  no  signs  0f  settie. 

in  the  general  success  of  outdoor  employ-  , 
<  ment.  All  branches  of  labour,  however,  have 

been  well  employed,  and  the  printing  trade,  condition  of  local  industries. 

which  was  below  normal    during  August,  The   fishing   industry  has  somewhat    im- 

;  has  during  the  past  month  given  material  proved  over  the  previous  month  in  the  am- 

evidence  of  returning  activity.     The  month  0unt  of  fish  taken  and  in  the  general  out- 
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look.  Haddock  and  squid  have  been  fair 
along  the  coast,  while  cod  and  mackerel 
have  been  very  good.  In  the  local  deld 
there  has  been  exceptional  activity  among 
the  mackerel  fishermen  (hand  liners),  this 
particular  branch  having  had  returns  far 
above  the  average. 

Agriculture,  lumbering  and  mining  are 
fairly  active. 

CONDITION  OP  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  very  busy.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers are  well  employed.  Lathers  and  plas- 
terers report  work  fair.  The  painting,  de- 
corating and  paperhanging  trades  are  still 
very  active.  Plumbers  report  conditions 
normal.  Stonecutters  are  busy.  Builders' 
labourers  report  work  plentiful. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  helpers,  &c,  are-  busy.  Machin- 
ists and  engineers  report  conditions  good. 
Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  well 
employed.  Boilermakers  are  kept  busy. 
Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report  normal 
conditions.  Horseshoers  report  work  fair 
for  the  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  upholsterers  and  carriage 
builders  are  fairly  busy.  Coopers  are  ac- 
tive. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port returning  activity.  Pressmen  are 
busy. 

Transport. — Railroad  and  steamship  em- 
ployees are  fairly  active.  Freight  handlers 
are  busy.  Longshoremen  are  only  fairly 
well  employed. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket during  September  showed  few  changes 
from  August,  supply  and  demand  being 
well  balanced.     The  activity  in  the  build- 


ing trades  continued,  especially  in  the  coun- 
try. Export  trade  was  better,  and  banks 
report  an  increase  in  business.  Represen- 
tatives of  wholesale  houses  state  that  sales 
have  been  larger  than  usual,  and  in  the  city 
the  retail  stores  have  had  the  usual  rush 
during  exhibition  week,  when  the  attend- 
ance from  the  country  has  been  the  largest 
in  the  history  of  the  provincial  fair.  The 
beginning  of  pneumatic  work  on  the  Hills- 
borough bridge  has  introduced  a  new  class 
of  labourers  into  the  province,  viz.,  com- 
pressed air  workers.  Thirty  experienced 
men  of  this  class  have  arrived  from  New 
York,  and  as  many  more  local  men  new 
to  the  work  will  be  employed.  At  the  close 
of  the  month  they  were  working  under  a 
pressure  of  24  pounds  to  the  square  inch  in 
three-hour  shifts,  with  three  hours'  rest. 
The  wages  at  the  present  depth  are  $3.25 
for  six  hours.  The  rate  of  wages  will  in- 
crease and  the  length  of  time  each  gang 
will  be  employed  at  a  shift  will  decrease  as 
the  deoth  and  air  pressure  increases. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Harvesting  is  about  completed,  and  the 
crops  have  been  gathered  in  good  condition. 
The  beginning  of  next  month  will  see  the 
digging  of  the  fall  potatoes,  an  important 
crop  on  this  island,  in  full  operation.  The 
early  crop  is  practically  in,  the  yield  being 
good  and  the  quality  very  satisfactory.  The 
interprovincial  exhibition  of  1902,  held  the 
latter  part  of  the  month,  was  mainly  of  an 
agricultural  nature,  as  was  to  be  expected 
of  a  province  where  agriculture  is  the  lead- 
ing industry.  The  exhibits  in  nearly  every 
class  showed  an  advance  over  those  of  the 
last  fair,  in  1900,  both  in  number  and  qual- 
ity. The  roots  and  vegetables  and  fruit 
in  particular  were  exceptionally  good,  and, 
the  number  of  varieties  in  the  latter  class 
was  very  noticeable.  An  unusually  large 
number  of  horses  were  purchased  froi 
island  farmers  by  dealers  from  abroad  dur- 
ing September,  who  took  advantage  of  the 
occasion  to  secure  prize-winning  animals. 

Fishing  has  been  fair  during  September. 

The  construction  of  the  Belfast  a?idMui 
ray  Harbour  Railway  has  been  vigorousl 
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pushed.     About  three  miles    of  rail    have  The     building     trades     continued     active 

been  laid,  and  two  working  engines    have  although  a  slight  falling  off  was  noticeable 

been  taken  to  the  scene  of  operations.  among  bricklayers   and   masons.     A  new 

warehouse   is   under   construction   for   the 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES.  .-           ,.           t>      --C        t?      l                  4.W     +      Q4. 

Canadian    Pacific    Kaiiway    at    West    St. 

Building    trades. — Bricklayers    and    ma-  John,  which  is  to  be  200  feet  long,  and  40 

sons   have  been    fairly    busy.     Carpenters  feet  wide,  and  which  is  expected  to  be  ready 

and  joiners  have  been  steadily  employed,  for  use  this  winter.    Bank  clearings  for  the 

Lathers  and  plasterers  have  had  a  fair  share  four   weeks    ending    September    25     were 

of    work.     The    painting,  decorating    and  $3,356,784;   for   the    corresponding    period 

paperhanging  trades  were  busier  in  August  last  year  they  were  $3,070,880,  or  $285,904 

than     in    September.     Builders'    labourers  less  than  the  same  period  this  year,   and 

have  been  fairly  busy.  $64,773   less   than   in   August.      The   New 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding  Brunswick  Petroleum  Company  is  prepar- 

trades.— -Iron     moulders,     iron      moulders'  inS  to  operate  on  a  large  scale  in  the  near 

helpers,  machinists  and  engineers  have  been  future.     Fourteen  wells  have  already  been 

busy,  a  number  working  overtime.     Steam  Put  down,  nine  of  which  are  producers.  Ten 

engineers  have  been  busy.     Caulkers  have  of  these  wells  are  situated  in  Westmoreland 

found  employment  at  tightening    caissons  county  and  four  in  Albert  county. 

and  scows  at    Hillsborough    bridge  work.  condition  of  local  industries. 

Bicycle  workers  have  not  been  so  busy  as 

.     Auffust  Agriculturists   report   that   crops    of   all 

.  kinds  are  abundant,  and  are  being  secured 

Woodworking    and    furnishing    trades.-  in  excellent  condition. 

Woodworkers  and  upholsterers    have    been 

busy.     Car  builders  have  been  steadily  em-  The  fishing  industry  remains  dull,  fish 

1       i  being  very  scarce,  particularly  cod  and  had- 
dock.    The  local  quotations  are,  halibut,  15 

Printing     and     allied    trades. -Printers  cents  per  pound;  cod  and  haddock)  5  cents 

nave  been  busy.  per  p0und.    fresh    herring,    18    cents   per 

Clothing     trades. — Journeymen      tailors  dozen;  pickerel,  6  cents  per  pound, 

have  found  trade  brisker  than  in  August.  ^^  opemtors  gtate  that  the  cut  ^ 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers    report    a     good  winter  will  not  exceed  that  of  last  year. 

mon    '        °  e    f,     .           .  ..  .  .             ,  The  improvements  being  made  on  the  I. 

month,  especially  during  exhibition  week.  n   „            /a.„       ,    .  ..      , 

'      v          *  U.  it.  near  Gilbert  s  island  are  nearmg  com- 

Transport.— Kailroad  men,  freight  hand-  pletion  and  some  of  the  labourers  have  been 
lers  and  steamboat  men  have  been  busier  discharged, 
this  month  than  last,  owing  to  the  trans- 
portation of  exhibits  and  passengers  dur-  condition  of  particular  trades. 
ing  the  progress  of  the  fair.  Building    trades. — Bricklayers    and   ma- 

Unskilled   labour  has   been   in    fair   de-  «ons  say  that  work  is  not  so  plentiful  as  dnr- 

i  ing  August.     Carpenters  and  joiners,  how- 
ever, continue  busy.    Painters  and  decorat- 

ST.  JOHN,  KB.,  AND  DISTRICT.  ors   report   business   fair.     Plumbers,   gas 

and  steam  fitters  are  pretty  generally  em- 
Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  reports  ployed>     stonecutters   are  fairly  well  em- 
as    ollows:  ployed  and  are  agitating  for  an  organiza- 

general  condition  of  the  labour  market.  t)on-      Builders'  ^  labourers    report    condi- 

-      .  tions  good.     Their  charter  has  arrived  and 

During  the  past  month  the  labour  market  the  officers  and  members  were  duly  installed 

remained   about   the   same   as    in   August.  and  initiated  on  September  24. 
3$ 
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Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  continue  to  be  fairly 
well  employed.  Boilermakers  are  steadily 
employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  well  employed.  Shingle 
sawyers  and  bunchers  report  work  plenti- 
ful. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing business  continues  slack.  Pressmen 
and  bookbinders  are  active. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
all  well  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  business  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  mak- 
ers continue  busy. 

Transport. — Freight  handlers  report 
work  plentiful,  but  wages  low.  Street  rail- 
way employees  consider  business  good  for 
thiss  season.  Teamsters  and  'expressmen 
report  business  brisk. 

Unskilled  labour. — Ship  labourers  have 
been  pretty  well  employed,  and  consider  the 
past  month  better  than  August. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Chipman. — An  extension  has  been  built 
to  the  King  saw-mill,  where  doors,  sashes, 
&c,  will  be  manufactured.  The  new  build- 
ing is  85  feet  long,  35  feet  wide,  and  is 
three  storeys  in  height. 

Green  Hill. — The  saw-mill  of  Jackson 
and  Smith,  parish  of  Burton,  Sunbury 
county,  was  burned  September  24,  together 
with  200,000  feet  of  lumber.  Loss  about 
$10,000. 

Newcastle. — This  town  is  installing  a 
complete  system  of  water  supply  for  sanit- 
ary and  fire  purposes,  electric  light  service 
and  sewerage.  These  works  will  cost  about 
$100,000. 

Riverside. — Preparations  are  being  made 
to  build  a  new  station  for  the  I.  C.  R.,  at 
this  village. 

Restigouche. — The  Restigouche  Foundry 
and  Supply  Co.,  Limited,  is  applying  for 
incorporation.  The  capital  stock  is  $100,- 
000    divided    into    1,000    shares    of    $100 


each,  400  shares  to  be  preference  stock  and 
the  remainder  ordinary  stock. 

Woodstock. — The  Woodstock  Lumber 
and  Manufacturing  Company  is  seeking 
incorporation  with  a  capital  stock  of  $24,- 
000  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  Ed.  Little  and  J.  J.  Jobin,  Cor- 
respondents, report  as  follows: — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  in  steady  demand 
throughout  the  month,  though  without  spe- 
cial activity  in  any  particular  craft,  with 
the  exception,  perhaps,  of  the  building 
trades  and  outside  labour  generally.  On 
the  whole,  conditions  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  August.  Rain  caused  loss  of 
time  in  certain  trades  during  the  month. 
Work  on  the  south  shore  caisson  in  connec- 
tion with  the  new  Quebec  bridge  is  pro- 
gressing favourably,  the  unusual  depth  of 
the  excavation  having  necessitated  the  em- 
ployment of  a  larger  number  of  men  and 
at  high  rates  of  wages,  contractors  offering 
in  some  instances  eighty  cents  per  hour. 
During  the  month,  the  Chinese  laundry- 
men  of  the  city,  fifteen  in  number,  were 
arrested  on  the  charge  of  non-payment  of 
taxes  and  license  fees.  With  the  exception 
of  a  dispute  between  the  batteaux  men  and 
their  employers  for  demurrage,  which  last- 
ed a  couple  of  days,  and  which  ended  in 
favour  of  the  men,  there  has  been  no  in- 
dustrial unrest  in  this  city  or  district  dur- 
ing the  month.  One  firm  and  about  forty 
men  were  interested. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  been  busy  at  the  harvestj 
during  the  month. 

In  Point  Levis,  the  construction  of  the 
electric  railway  is  progressing  favourably. 
One  section  will  probably  be  completed  an( 
worked   during   the    autumn.     An   electric 
elevator  in  connection  with  the  system  hasj 
also  been  started. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building    trades. — The    building    trade 
have  sufficient  work  on  hand  to  ensure  a< 
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tivity  during  the  continuance  of  good  wea- 
ther. Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters, 
lathers,  plasterers  and  painters  report  work 
plentiful.  Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters 
are  fairly  well  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  iron  shipbuilding  trade  was 
active  during  the  month,  chiefly  on  repairs 
to  injured  steamships,  the  graving  dock 
and  dry  dock  being  occupied  continuously. 
Ship  carpenters  have  also  been  in  demand 
for  repair  work.  Moulders  report  trade 
very  good.     Linemen  have  plenty  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Conditions 
are  reported  dull. 

Clothing  trade. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
fully  employed,  as  are  also  boot  and  shoe 
workers  on  certain  lines,  though  the  trade 
is  not  yet  working  full-handed  or  full 
time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  report  plenty 
of  work. 

Miscellaneous. — Furriers  are  busy. 

Transport. — There  was  no  perceptible 
diminution  in  the  excursion  or  tourist  busi- 
ness until  the  final  week  of  the  month,  the 
business  having  been  exceptionally  heavy 
in  the  first  two  weeks.  Cab  drivers,  car- 
ters, &c,  accordingly  have  had  a  good 
month.  Ship  labourers  and  longshoremen, 
however,  have  been  comparatively  slack. 

Unskilled  labour. — A  good  month's  em- 
ployment is  reported. 

SHEKBKOOKE,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

Labour  generally  has  been  fully  em- 
ployed during  September,  and  conditions 
compare  favourably  with  those  of  the  same 
month  last  year.  The  various  branches  of 
trade  are  very  busy,  and  unskilled  workmen 
find  ready  employment.  Several  large  build- 
ing   contracts    were    awarded    during    the 


month,  so  that  builders  will  be  kept  busy 
for  some  time  to  come.  The  various  banks 
report  a  good  month's  business,  and  whole- 
sale and  retail  tradesmen  report  business 
for  the  month  as  being  considerably  ahead 
of  the  same  month  last  year.  Retail  mer- 
chants report  that  the  fair  week  this  year 
was  the  busiest  ever  experienced  under 
similar  circumstances.  There  has  been  no 
unrest  among  employees  during  the  month. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  settled  weather  of  the  present  month 
has  been  a  boon  to  the  farming  community. 
The  various  crops  have  been  gathered  in 
good  condition,  and  the  yield  will  be  heavier 
than  last  season.  Good  wages  were  paid 
for  harvest  hands,  as  high  as  $35  to  $38  a 
month  and  board  being  offered,  and  still 
the  supply  was  limited. 

Lumbermen  are  preparing  to  send  their 
men  into  the  woods,  and  in  some  cases 
crews  are  already  at  work.  The  demand 
for  men  still  holds  good. 

Mining  operations  are  proceeding  with 
no  change  from  that  of  last  month. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  very  busy  and  work  will  be  plenti- 
ful until  the  season  is  well  advanced. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  find  steady  employ- 
ment. Lathers  and  plasterers  report  work 
as  being  very  good.  Plumbers  have  work 
just  now  on  hand  that  will  keep  all  local 
men  busy  for  some  time. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — In  addi- 
tion to  the  demand  for  skilled  mechanics 
in  the  machine  shops,  there  is  also  a  good 
demand  for  unskilled  labour.  In  one  of 
the  mining  machine  shops  a  night  gang 
was  started  last  week  in  order  to  keep  the 
work  in  hand.  Electrical  workers  and  black- 
smiths report  a  prosperous  month. 

Woodworking  and  furniture  trades. — 
Active  conditions  prevailed  during  the 
month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Conditions 
have  been  very  favourable  during  the 
month. 
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Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  (custom) 
tailors  report  work  plentiful,  if  anything 
better  than  at  this  time  last  year.  Garment 
workers  on  ready-made  goods  also  report  a 
good  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparations. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  say  they  have  had  an 
exceptionally  busy  month.  Cigarmakers  are 
very  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Laundry  workers  have 
been  in  demand  during  the  month,  and  work 
has  been  plentiful. 

Transport. — Cab  drivers,  hackmen  and 
carters  report  September  as  being  a  very 
good  month.  Exhibition  week,  they  report, 
was  the  busiest  in  many  years. 

THKEE  EIVEKS,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  By  an,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL   CONDITION  OF   THE   LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing the  month  has,  in  general,  been  very 
satisfactory,  and  business  has  been  better 
than  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Owing  to  the  fine  weather,  nearly  all  classes 
of  labour  have  been  well  employed.  Manu- 
factures are  all  running  to  full  capacity 
and  have  a  good  deal  of  work  on  hand,  em- 
ploying a  large  number  of  operatives  at  good 
wages.  Unskilled  labour  is  constantly  em- 
ployed at  the  elevator,  loading  and  unload- 
ing vessels  and  in  the  construction  of  the 
new  wharf.  Wages  are  15  cents  per  hour, 
or  $1.25  for  a  day  of  ten  hours.  Boot  and 
shoe  dealers,  dry-goods  merchants  and  hard- 
ware men  are  doing  a  good  business.  The 
coal  business  is  very  quiet  and  uncertain. 
The  lumber  trade  is  very  active,  wood  of 
all  kinds  being  in  great  demand.  Saw- 
mills have  continuous  work.  The  crops 
generally  have  been  very  good.  There  was 
a  large  yield  of  hay,  but  not  so  large  as  last 
year. 

CONDITION  OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Stonecutters  report  ex- 
cellent conditions.     Plasterers  and  plumb- 


ers are  not  very  busy.  Painters  and  decora- 
tors have  been  well  employed,  but  paper- 
hangers  have  been  idle.  Bricklayers,  stone- 
masons, carpenters  and  joiners  have  been 
fairly  busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Stove  and 
machine  moulders  have  had  plenty  of  work. 
Blacksmiths  continue  busy,  but  are  not  in 
exceptional  demand.  Bicycle  workers  have 
less  work  than  usual.  Electrical  workers 
are  experiencing  a  slack  time.  Conditions 
with  jewellers  and  watchmakers  are  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  makers  report  trade  dull. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  made  a  good  month,  and  a  couple  of 
hands  are  wanted. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  and  glove  work- 
ers are  constantly  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  a  quiet  month. 
Butchers  have  been  busier  than  last  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  been  excep- 
tionally busy  during  the  past  two  weeks. 

Transport. — Teamsters  have  had  an  ex- 
ceptionally good  month,  due  in  great  part 
to  the  military  camp  of  1,300  men,  which 
lasted  twelve  days. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr,  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the 
labour  market  since  last  month.  The  Can- 
adian Woollen  Mills  have  been  sold  to  the 
Mainville  Company ;  work,  however,  has  no1 
been  stopped.  The  new  company  states  thai 
it  will  manufacture  a  great  many  moi 
lines  than  previously.  During  the  monl 
work  was  plentiful,  especially  on  machine 
made  goods,  new  hands  being  engaj 
nearly  every  week  in  this  branch.  Many 
the  employees  earn  the  same  wages  as  thej 
did  a  year  ago  before  the  reduction  made 
by  the  management.     One  of  the  sash  am 
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door  factories  had  to  discharge  about  fif- 
teen of  its  hands  through  lack  of  work, 
having  completed  the  orders  which  it  had 
to  fill,  particularly  in  butter,  cheese  and 
other  boxes.  In  another  factory  also  work 
was  not  so  plentiful  as  during  the  previous 
month. 

CONDITION  OP  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  were  well 
employed  during  the  month.  The  month 
was  not  very  favourable  for  painters  and 
paperhangers. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Mould- 
ers have  been  very  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  been  very 
busy  this  summer. 

Clothing  trades. — There  is  only  one  boot 
and  shoe  factory  here.  Its  proprietors 
made  their  inventory  during  the  month, 
and  work  was  at  once  commenced  on  new 
orders.  There  is  every  indication  that  the 
new  season  will  be  an  advantageous  one  for 
boot  and  shoe  workers. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  have  had  a 
very  good  month. 

Leather  trades. — The  month  has  been  a 
very  favourable  one  for  tanners  and  cur- 
riers. 

Miscellaneous. — Bartenders  and  restau- 
rant employees^  are  very  busy.  The  Cana- 
dian laundry  has  been  well  employed. 

MONTREAL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Fitzpatrich,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  have  been 
exceptionally  busy  during  the  month.  Car- 
penters report  a  very  good  month,  with 
plenty  of  work  ahead.  Painters  and  de- 
corators report  trade  good,  and  all  mem- 
bers of  the  craft  employed.  Plumbers  and 
steamfitters  are  in  demand  at  present, 
many  men  in  these  lines  receiving  wages 
in  excess  of  the  union  scale. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  metal  trades,  the  month  has 
been  a  busy  one,  and  the  indications  are 
that  this  condition  will  continue  for  some 
time.  Jewellery  workers  and  silversmiths 
report  trade  good  and  wages  fair. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  busy,  all  men  finding 
steady  employment.  Carriage  and  wagon 
makers  report  trade  good ;  they  have  all  the 
work  they  can  do. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  fair. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
all  working,  and  report  business  better  than 
usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Garment 
workers  are  unusually  busy  and  have  work 
enough  ahead  to  keep  them  going  for  some 
time. 

Leatjier  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
report  trade  good. 

Miscellaneous. — Furriers  report  business 
brisk,  the  several  firms  being  busy  making 
up  their  winter  stocks. 

HULL,  QUE,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  R.  Laferriere,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET.    GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 


The  favourable  conditions  experienced 
by  all  classes  of  labour,  skilled  and  un- 
skilled, throughout  the  summer  still  pre- 
vail, and  the  indications  are  that  they  will 
continue,  especially  with  those  employed  at 
outside  work.  The  building  and  allied 
trades  in  particular  are  extremely  busy, 
and  the  sash  and  door  factories  are  run- 
ning to  their  full  capacity. 


Labour  in  all  its  branches  was  very  ac- 
tive throughout  September,  more  so  than 
in  August,  or  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  sea- 
son, the  demand  for  men  being  much  in  ex- 
cess of  the  supply.  The  improved  condi- 
tion of  affairs  prevailed  in  all  the  different 
industries,  except  in  the  shipping  of  pork 
and  lumber  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
wool.     Large  cement  works  are  to  be  put 
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up  soon  in  Hull,  and  saw  mills  will  also  be 
built  on  a  large  scale  in  Aylmer  this  win- 
ter, so  that  prospects  in  the  building  trades 
are  bright  for  this  district.  Trade  in  the 
city  is  somewhat  dull  at  present,  owing  to 
the  exceptional  exodus  to  the  shanties. 
This,  however,  is  of  a  temporary  nature 
only,  as  the  large  wages  paid  will  soon  pro- 
duce their  effect.  It  is  estimated  that  Hull 
alone  sent  1,500  men  to  the  woods  this  year. 
It  is  noticeable,  however,  that  many  fam- 
ilies are  leaving  the  city  and  district,  espe- 
cially for  New  Ontario  to  settle  on  farms. 
An  evidence  of  the  general  prosperity  of 
the  times  is  the  fact  that  no  properties  were 
sold  for  arrears  of  taxes  at  the  annual  sale 
during  the  month,  whereas  many  proper- 
ties are  generally  sold  in  this  way  every 
year.  Rates  of  wages  are  the  same  as  last 
month. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Information  supplied  by  the  mayors  of 
the  county  council  went  to  show  that  the 
crops  are  good  and  prices  fair,  although 
feed  has  a  tendency  to  go  down. 

Lumbering  is  brisk,  the  shipping  of  lum- 
ber less  so  than  sawing;  the  cut  in  the  Ot- 
tawa Valley  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
largest  on  record.  The  fall  in  shipping  is 
due  to  the  overstocking  of  the  foreign  mar- 
ket. The  Templeton  and  Booth  mills  are 
sawing  day  and  night. 

The  Matthews  Pork  Packing  Company \ 
report  a  dull  shipping  market,  though  no 
reductions  will  be  made  in  the  number  of 
employees. 

There  was  no  special  feature  in  the 
mining  market  during  the  month.  Mica  is 
still  low. 

The  Eddy  Company  is  very  busy,  all  fac- 
tories are  running  full  time,  and  shipping 
is  excellent.  The  indurated  fibreware  fac- 
tory will  soon  be  ready. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  various  branches 
of  the  building  trades  are  all  busy  in  this 
city. 


Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  very  busy.  Mills  are 
running  steadily,  and  wages  remain  stable. 

The  Quebec  Factory  Inspector  visited 
Hull  during  the  month  and  posted  up  the 
following  new  regulations  in  various  indus- 
trial establishments. 

PERSONAL    EQUIPMENT    OF     EMPLOYEES. 

No.  101 — Clothing. — The  clothing  of  employees 
having  to  work  around  moving  parts  of  machin- 
ery and  particularly  those  whose  duty  it  is  to 
oil  up  and  repair  machines,  must  be  buttoned 
and  close  fitting. 

No.  102— Gloves  and  Mittens. — It  is  forbidden 
to  wear  gloves  or  mittens  when  working  at  saws 
or  handling   belts. 

No.  103 — Girls  and  women  employed  in  indus- 
trial establishments  shall  wear  their  hair  plaited 
and  fastened  to  their  heads,  so  that  it  will  not 
come  in  contact  with  the  moving  shafting  or 
machines  or  with  the  substances  or  material 
which  they  are  handling. 

No.  104 — Spectacles. — Workmen  employed  at 
machines  emitting  sparks  or  splinters,  must  be 
provided  with  spectacles,  and  in  establishments 
where  deleterious  gases  or  dust  are  generated, 
the  employees  shall  be  provided  with  respirator 
masks  approved  by  the  inspector. 

SANITARY    MEASURES. 

No.  90 — Ventilation. — All  work  rooms  must  be 
well  aired,  especially  such  as  contain  forges, 
foundries,  grind  stones,  paints  and  varnishes, 
and  those  in  which  acids  are  handled,  or  in 
which  deleterious  gases  are  generated. 

No.  91 — Thermometer. — Thermometers  to  in- 
dicate the  degree  of  temperature  shall  be  placed 
in  sufficient  number  at  the  spots  indicated  by 
inspector. 

No.  92 — Dangerous  work. — Work  in  gas  mains, 
smoke  flues,  and  apparatus  containing  deleteri- 
ous gases  must  not  be  undertaken  without  the 
authorization  of  the  person  placed  in  charge  of 
the  same.  The  air  contained  in  them  must  first 
be  tested,  and  the  workmen  who  have  to  work 
in  them  must  be  secured  by  means  of  a  safety 
belt. 

COMFORT  OF  EMPLOYEES. 

No.  93. — In  order  to  relieve  their  employees 
as  much  as  possible  from  fatigue,  and  provide 
in  an  adequate  manner  for  their  personal  com- 
fort, employers  will  conform  with  the  following 
prescriptions,   viz.: — 

(a.)  Give  their  employees  facilities  for  secur- 
ing individual  cleanliness  and  water  of  good 
quality. 

(b.)  Employees  of  both  sexes  whose  occupa- 
tion permits  of  their  sitting  down  shall  be  pro- 
vided with  chairs  furnished  with  a  suitable  back. 

(c.)  Taking  in  account  the  number  of  em- 
ployees, inspectors  may  require  employers  to 
provide  suitable  places  where  the  employees  can 
take  their  meals  and  change  their  clothing. 

(d.)  Provide  a  sufficient  number  of  spittoons' 
and  place  the  same  in  the  different  parts  of 
the   factory  designated  by   the   inspector. 

(e.)  When  working  operations  are  carried  on 
after  six  o'clock  of  the  evening,  according  to 
the  overtime  permit,  granted  under  provisions 
of    article    3026    of    the    Act.    an    interval    of    at 
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least  thirty  minutes  shall  be  granted  to  the 
employees  for  their  evening  meal.  A  notice 
informing  the  employees  of  the  change  in  the 
hours  of  work  signed  by  the  inspector  shall  be 
posted  up. 


The    corporation    works    are    ready 
start,  but  no  labourers  are  available. 


to 


OTTAWA,  ONT,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.    T.    W.    Quayle,    Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

Labour  was  fairly  well  employed  during 
September,   in   fact  much  more   generally 


the  prospects  for  the  future  are  indicated 
by  the  provisions  made  for  taking  out  a 
largely  increased  supply  of  logs  this  winter. 
Shantymen  are  in  demand,  and  wages  are 
higher  now  than  for  years.  Lumbermen  are 
preparing  to  take  out  more  square  timber, 
proof  of  a  growing  export  trade  to  Euro- 
pean markets. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
were  fairly  busy  during  September  in  all 
branches.  There  was  a  rush  in  finishing 
houses  to  be  occupied  this  fall.    The  strike 


than  during  August.  General  conditions  of  the  piumbers  and  steamfitters  which  was 
were  active,  and  the  business  tone  strong.  in  progress  during  the  latter  part  of  Au- 
The  supply  of  labour  was  not  greater,  how-  gugt  came  to  an  end  early  in  September, 
ever,  than  was  required,  and  an  exception-  The  empioyers  offered  a  uniform  minimum 
ally  buoyant  feeling  prevailed.  While  not  wage  of  25  centg  an  hour?  instead  of  25£ 
an  industrial  centre,  the  factories  that  are  cents  as  agked>  the  men  to  return  to  work 
located  in  this  city  were  busy,  and  all  re-  and  appoint  a  committee  to  negotiate  fur- 
port  a  big  supply  of  orders,  manufacturers  ther  in  reference  to  the  shop  regulations 
reporting  not  only  a  brisk  local  market,  but  agked  for  Thig  geemed  satisfactorv  to  the 
an  expanding  foreign  output  on  a  scale  that  majority  of  the  strikers,  and  they  went  back 
gives  a  guarantee  of  permanent  employment  to  WQrk>  Nothing  further  has  been  done 
to  many  classes  of  labour  during  the  fall  -n  ^  matter 
and  early  winter  months.     The  wholesale 

trade  has  had  a  satisfactory  month,  and  mer-  Transport— The  Street  Railway  Em- 
chants  are  reported  as  having  placed  good  Payees  Protective  Association  has  now  a 
orders.  There  were  no  labour  disputes  dur-  g°°d  membership.  The  association  is  for 
ing  the  month,  and  stable  conditions  are  the  present  in  charge  of  officers  from  the 
assured  in  the  absence  of  any  exceptional  Allied  Trades  and  Labour  Association, 
and  foreseen  difficulty.  The  continued  Miscellaneous.— The  Barbers'  Protective 
strike  of  the  anthracite  coal  miners  is  hav-  Association  inaugurated  during  the  month 
ing  its  effect  in  Ottawa,  as  elsewhere,  and  a  scale  which  raised  the  price  of  hair  cut. 
grave  apprehension  exists  as  to  the  supply  ting  from  15  centg  to  95  cents.  During 
of  fuel  for  the  winter.  Only  one  dealer  is  September,  however,  nearly  all  the  small 
placing  orders,  and  it  is  for  '  Bernice '  coal  ghopg  broke  the  agreement  and  returned  to 
at  $9.50  a  ton.  the  old  gcale# 


CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  in  the  district  are  well  into 
threshing  operations,  and  the  yield  was 
stated  to  be  quite  up  to  expectations. 
There  will  be  an  abundance  of  produce  of 
all  kinds  to  market  during  the  coming  win- 
ter months,  and  the  fact  adds  greatly  to  the 
hopeful  feeling  which  pervades  commercial 
circles. 


Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades  are  all  busy.  The  International 
Bookbinders'  Union,  at  its  first  meeting  in 
September,  again  reduced  the  initiation  fee 
from  $10  to  $2.50,  as  an  inducement  to  the 
members  of  the  National  Bookbinders* 
Union  to  enter  their  ranks. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 


There   was   no    cessation   of   activity   in         A   tailors'   union   is    in   progress    of   or- 
lumbering  operations  during  the  month,  and     ganization  at  Renfrew,  Ont. 
4 
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KINGSTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  Kelly,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour,  with  few  exceptions,  has  been 
fully  employed  during  September,  though 
not  quite  to  the  same  extent  as  during  the 
month  previous.  The  slight  falling  off  has 
not  been  as  large  as  at  the  corresponding 
period  last  year,  and  is  attributable  to  the 
season  of  the  year.  The  opportunities  for 
employment  are  exceptional,  everything 
considered.  Some  of  the  building  opera- 
tors are  rushed,  trying  to  complete  con- 
tracts on  time.  Many  contractors  are  pre- 
paring to  continue  work  through  the  win- 
ter. Commerce,  transportation,  bank  clear- 
ings, &c,  have  been  active  during  the 
month.  The  wholesale  and  retail  dealers 
especially  report  a  good  month's  trade, 
more  particularly  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
month.  There  have  been  no  changes  in 
hours  or  rates  of  wages  since  last  month. 
The  month  has  also  been  satisfactory  in  re- 
spect to  strikes,  there  being  no  new  disturb- 
ance to  report. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  busy  threshing,  &c,  and  for 
the  most  part  report  heavy  yields  of  grain. 
In  some  few  cases  the  potato  crop  has  been 
ruined  by  rot. 

Fishing  is  fairly  active. 

Lumbering  is  quite  active,  and  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  for  the  next  winter's 
work. 

Manufacturers  report  splendid  business. 

Mining  continues  active.  New  deposits 
of  galena,  zinc,  &c,  have  been  found  re- 
cently in  the  county  of  Erontenac. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Workmen  in  the  build- 
ing trades  are  as  yet  nearly  all  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Plenty  of  work  is  reported. 


Woodivorking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Great  activity  prevails  in  nearly  all  lines, 
woodworkers  and  upholsterers  being  parti- 
cularly busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port a  slight  falling  off  from  the  previous 
month,  but  better  conditions  than  the  cor- 
responding period  last  year. 

Clothing  trades. — A  good  fall  trade  is 
reported. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners,  cigarmakers,  &c,  report  fair 
business. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  report 
improving  business,  and  a  good  outlook  for 
the  winter. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  furriers,  hotel, 
restaurant  and  laundry  workers  report  a 
good  month's  business. 

JJnskilled  labour. — There  has  been  a 
slight  falling  off  in  the  demand  for  un- 
skilled labour. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur-l 
ing  September  remained  about  the  same  asi 
during  the  month  preceding.  In  the  build- 
ing trades,  contractors  are  rushing  work 
through  before  the  cold  weather  comes  on. 
The  month  has  been  a  busy  one,  and  thei 
are  few  idle  men  in  any  class  of  employ- 
ment. There  has  been  an  exodus  of  men| 
for  the  lumber  camps  this  year,  whei 
wages  are  better  than  last  year,  the  men| 
receiving  from  $28  to  $35  per  month  aiu 
board.  Banks  report  a  big  month's  busi- 
ness, though  with  merchants  there  has  beei 
a  slight  falling  off  in  trade,  owing  to  tl 
warm  weather.  There  have  been  no  strike 
or  lock-outs  during  the  month,  and  the  n 
lations  between  employers  and  employe 
are  of  a  satisfactory  character. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  activity    amoi 
farmers  at  present,  many  being  engaged 
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threshing.  The  return  of  agricultural  pro- 
ducts for  the  year  in  Hastings  county  will 
be  ahead  of  last  year,  with  the  exception  of 
potatoes,  which  throughout  the  county  are 
almost  a  total  failure.  In  a  week  duringv 
the  month  the  price  was  raised  from  50 
cents  to  $1  for  a  bag  of  ninety  pounds. 

The  fishing  industry  during  the  month 
enjoyed  satisfactory  conditions.  Large 
catches  were  reported,  and  big  shipments 
made  to  Buffalo,  N.Y.  The  government 
car  was  here  during  the  month  to  take  bass 
fry  from  the  hatchery  at  Point  Ann  to  be 
deposited  in  many  parts  of  the  Dominion. 

Mining  for  gold  and  arsenic  in  North 
Hastings  is  reported  to  be  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. Some  new  iron  ore  properties  are 
to  be  opened  up  shortly. 

The  various  local  manufacturing  indus- 
tries have  plenty  of  work  on  hand.  A  com- 
pany of  Ohio  capitalists  have  a  thirty  days' 
option  on  the  rolling  mills.  Should  it 
decide  to  operate  the  plant,  many  men  will 
find  employment  here. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters  and  joiners  are  busy  and  work- 
ing full  time.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are 
very  busy.  Painters  and  decorators  have 
all  the  work  they  can  do.  Plumbers,  gas 
and  steamfitters  report  a  good  month. 
Builders'  labourers  are  having  all  the  em- 
ployment they  can  attend  to. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  busy  at  present.  Blacksmiths 
report  a  good  month.  Tinsmiths  report  a 
very  busy  month.  Many  new  hands  are 
being  employed  for  the  fall  work  of  putting 
up  stoves. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  report  a  good  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  a  busy 
month,  with  good  prospects  ahead. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  ci- 
gar trade  in  this  locality  is  growing.  The 
McGowan  Company,  of  Kingston,  is  remov- 
ing its  plant  to  this  city.     Butchers  report 

4* 


a  fair  month's  business.     Bakers  and  con- 
fectioners report  a  good  month's  business. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  good 
month,  with  substantial  increases  in  re- 
ceipts. Coal  dealers  are  busy  filling  orders, 
and  coal  is  selling  here  for  $7  a  ton. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : —     ' 

GENERAL   CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  condition  of  labour  continues  pros- 
perous, and  workers  of  nearly  all  kinds  are 
actively  employed,  with  excellent  prospects 
for  a  busy  winter  season.  Manufacturing 
in  all  departments  is  brisk,  and  many  new 
factories  are  being  built.  The  relations 
between  employers  and  employees  are  gen- 
erally satisfactory,  with  some  noteworthy 
exceptions.  Wages  having  been  readjusted 
in  the  leading  branches  of  industry  to  meet 
the  increased  expenses  of  living,  there 
is,  generally,  less  friction  than  prevailed  at 
the  outset  of  the  season. 

Labour  Day  (September  1)  wads  duly: 
celebrated  by  a  procession  of  the  labour 
organizations,  numbering  nearly  5,000  men, 
who  inarched  from  the  Queen's  Park,  by 
way  of  the  principal  business  streets,  to  the 
Exhibition  grounds.  The  weather  was  pro- 
pitious, and  the  occasion  passed  off  very 
successfully. 

The  strike  of  the  carpet  weavers  employed 
by  the  Toronto  Carpet  Manufacturing  Co. 
was  declared  off  on  the  19th  inst.,  those  of 
the  strikers  who  had  not  found  employment 
elsewhere  returning  to  work  on  the  20th. 
About  150  of  those  who  went  out  have  gone 
to  Philadelphia  and  obtained  work  in  the 
carpet  factories  there.  The  strikers  re- 
turned unconditionally,  but  the  regulation 
requiring  employees  to  ring  up  the  time  on 
quitting  work,  which  caused  the  trouble,  has 
not  since  been  enforced.  The  Textile 
Workers'  Union  established  at  the  time  of 
the  strike  is  still  maintained. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
continue   active,    all   classes    of   mechanics 
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and  labourers  engaged  finding  a  good  de- 
mand for  their  labour.  There  are  few  un- 
employed, with  the  exception  of  those 
affected  by  the  strike  ordered  by  the  Fed- 
erated Building  Trades  Council  of  the  men 
employed  by  Frank  Armstrong,  contractor, 
about  sixty  of  whom,  representing  nearly 
all  branches,  went  out  on  the  25th  on  the 
ground  that  the  contractor  discriminated 
against  union  labour.  Of  late  years  there 
has  been  a  tendency  to  continue  the  work 
of  building  late  into  the  winter,  affording 
steadier  employment  to  men  than  formerly. 
As  the  demand  for  houses  and  business 
buildings  is  considerable,  a  busy  fall  season 
is  assured.  Plumbers  and  steamfitters  are 
particularly  busy,  with  considerable  work 
ahead.  The  rules  of  the  union  prohibit 
overtime  work  except  in  special  cases  of 
emergency. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — The  metal 
trades  are  in  a  highly  satisfactory  condi- 
tion. Moulders,  machinists,  blacksmiths 
and  boilermakers  report  their  members  well 
employed.  Structural  iron  workers  find 
plenty  of  work,  owing  to  the  increasing  de- 
mand for  iron  work  for  building  purposes. 
Sheet  metal  workers  find  steady  work,  and 
membership  in  the  union  is  increasing 
rapidly,  recent  accessions  bringing  the 
number  up  to  210.  Jewellers  and  silver- 
smiths are  well  employed,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  seventy  men  in  the  establish- 
ment of  P.  W.  Ellis  &  Co.  and  the  A.  E. 
Burgess  Company,  who  are  striking  for  a 
reduction  of  the  number  of  hours  per  week 
to  49.  Several  establishments  have  con- 
ceded the  demand  and  in  other  cases  no 
decision  has  been  arrived  at.  The  impor- 
tance of  this  branch  of  industry  has  greatly 
increased  latterly  and  the  output  is  much 
larger  than  of  late  years.  The  manufac- 
turers have  now  entered  upon  the  busy  sea- 
son and  have  extensive  orders  to  fill. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — The 
Blacksmiths'  Union  has  decided  to  admit 
blacksmiths'  helpers  to  their  organization, 
instead  of  having  them  organized  separ- 
ately. 


Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  in  all  branches  are  busy,  with 
but  few  looking  for  work.  The  piano  trade 
continues  active.  Pattern  makers  report  a 
prosperous  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
fairly  employed,  but  work  in  some  shops  is 
a  little  slack.  Stereotypers  and  electro- 
typers  report  steady  work. 

Clothing  trades. — The  change  of  seasons 
has  made  work  plentiful  for  custom  tailors, 
who  have  had  a  busy  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The 
cigarmakers  report  labour  in  good  demand 
and  a  noticeable  influx  of  those  engaged  in 
this  industry. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  have 
had  a  good  season  and  are  particularly  well 
employed.  The  number  of  those  engaged 
in  this  line  is  increasing  by  arrivals  from 
other  places. 

Transport. — Railway  employees  of  all 
grades  are  actively  employed,  owing  to  the 
great  volume  of  railway  traffic.  Teamsters 
are  much  in  demand.  Dealers  in  coal  and 
wood  find  it  difficult  to  find  enough  teams 
for  delivering  purposes,  so  great  has  been 
the  demand  for  soft  coal  and  cordwood, 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  anthracite. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  laying  of  a  num- 
ber of  asphalt  pavements  on  the  streets  has 
afforded  work  to  a  large  number  of  labour- 
ers. Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
obtaining  men  for  the  work. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Marhham. — The  woollen  mills  are  at  pre- 
sent' closed  down,  while  extensive  additions 
are  being  made. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  brickmakers 
have  organized  a  union  in  connection  with 
the  American  Federation  of  Labour.  There 
are  about  one  hundred  men  employed  in 
this  trade,  of  whom  fifty  have  already 
joined  the  union.  The  works  of  the  Plum- 
ber Power  and  Light  Company,  which  is  to 
supply  the  town,  are  well  advanced.     The 
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power  is  completed  and  the  large  dynamo 
in  position.  It  is  expected  that  some  lights 
will  be  in  operation  in  a  few  days. 

HAMILTON,  ONT,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  is  in  a  thoroughly  sat- 
isfactory condition  at  the  end  of  Septem- 
ber, and  has  been  so  throughout  the  entire 
month.  The  demand  for  workers  in  several 
lines  cannot  be  supplied,  and  the  advertis- 
ing columns  of  the  daily  press  is  filled  with 
calk  for  help,  male  and  female,  of  all 
classes. 

The  Deering  Harvester  Company,  which 
recently  began  the  instituting  of  its  plant 
here,  has  found  it  necessary  to  add  two 
large  buildings  to  the  plans  at  first  con- 
templated. This  action  is  caused  by  the 
amalgamation  of  several  harvester  com- 
panies. The  ground  covered  is  forty-two 
acres,  and  it  is  said  by  the  representatives  of 
the  company  that  from  1,000  to  1,200  hands 
will  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  work.  In 
the  meantime  the  company's  building  op- 
erations are  giving  employment  directly 
and  indirectly  to  several  hundred  men. 
The  Westinghouse  Air  Brake  Company 
has  also  begun  to  clear  the  fourteen  acres 
secured  by  them  for  its  new  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  electric  machinery.  It  is 
said  when  the  factories  are  finished  the 
company  will  employ  between  1,000  and 
1,200  employees.  The  M.  Brennen  &  Sons' 
Manufacturing  Company  has  decided  to  re- 
build on  the  old  site.  The  company  will 
continue  the  manufacture  of  sashes,  doors 
and  frames.  During  the  month  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Fowler's  Canadian  Company, 
butchers  and  pork  packers,  was  taken  over 
by  Swift  &  Co.,  of  Chicago.  The  new  com- 
pany will  erect  a  new  plant  of  large  dimen- 
sions, and  will  use  Hamilton  as  the  manu- 
facturing and  distributing  point  for  the 
company's  Canadian  business.  The  local 
stock  yards  have  proved  a  success,  and  are 
paying  a  dividend  to  the  shareholders.     It 


is  announced  that  the  local  silver-plated- 
ware  company  has  passed  into  the  control 
of  the  United  States  Silver  Corporation  of 
New  Jersey,  who  have  obtained  the  entire 
control  of  the  International  Silver  Com- 
pany, of  which  the  local  factory  is  a 
branch.  A  new  company  has  been  formed 
with  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of  $50,000,  and 
is  now  applying  for  a  charter  to  take  over 
the  furniture  business  of  the  London  Fur- 
niture Company,  of  Hamilton.  Three  of 
the  largest  furniture  manufacturers  are  in- 
terested. The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany has  decided  to  remove  its  entire 
freight  receiving  and  distribution  sheds  to 
the  centre  of  the  city. 

The  following  are  the  inland  revenue  re- 
turns for  the  month: — 

Tobacco,  ex-factory $  7,143  80 

Tobacco,   ex-warehouse 16,479  12 

Cigars,   ex-factory 1,620  90 

Malt,  ex-warehouse 5,075  61 

Cigars              "             3,867  48 

Spirits              "             14,299  99 

Bonded  manufactures 687  31 

Methylated  spirits 176  07 

Raw  leaf  tobacco 10,548  00 

Officers'   salaries    in   bonded    manufac- 
tures   75  00 

Other  revenue 102  77 

Total $65,076  08 

Total,    corresponding   period    of    1901..  $63,400  07 

Fuel  in  the  city,  as  elsewhere,  has  in- 
creased considerably  in  price  at  the  close 
of  the  month;  coal  is  $10  per  ton,  with  a 
prospect  of  rising  to  $12  within  a  week. 
Gas-house  coke  has  advanced  from  10  cents 
to  20  cents  per  bushel.  Wood  has  also  fur- 
ther advanced  to  $8  per  cord,  cut  in  three 
lengths.  The  local  markets  at  close  of 
month  are  as  follows : — Fruit :  best  peaches, 
average  25  cents  for  12  quart  basket;  ap- 
ples, 20  cents;  grapes,  20  cents  10  pound 
basket;  pears,  30  cents;  tomatoes,  25  cents; 
potatoes,  75  cents  per  bag.  Meats :  beef, 
best,  6|-  to  6|  cents  a  pound  by  carcase; 
poorer  qualities,  4  to  6  cents  ;  lamb,  7  to  8 
cents  ;  veal,  6  to  8  cents  ;  mutton,  5  to  6 
cents  ;  pork,  $8.50  to  $8.75  per  100  pounds ; 
live  hogs,  $6.75  ;  eggs,  20  cents  per  dozen  ; 
butter,  18  cents  per  pound  ;  oats,  29  and  30 
cents  per  bushel  ;  wheat,  67  cents  ;  barley, 
40  to  45  cents  ;  rye,  50  cents  ;  hay,  $10 
to  $12  per  ton  ;    straw,  $5  to  $6  per  ton. 
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During  the  month  a  communication  from 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  requesting 
that  in  any  franchise  granted  by  the  cor- 
poration a  clause  be  inserted  providing  for 
compulsory  arbitration,  was  tabled. 

There  is  great  activity  in  wholesale  and 
retail  trade,  as  a  result  of  the  introduction 
of  the,  several  new  industries. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — The  fall  fairs  have  been 
well  patronized,  and  show  a  prosperous 
season.  Shipments  of  fruit  from  this  sec- 
tion were  very  large  during  the  month. 

Manufacturing  is  exceedingly  brisk  at 
close  of  month  in  the  clothing,  iron  and 
furniture  industries. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades, 
owing  to  the  several  new  industries,  school 
and  private  dwellings  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, are  very  busy.  Bricklayers  are 
exceptionally  busy,  as  most  of  the  buildings 
are  within  the  "fire  limits  and  are  being 
built  of  brick,  400,000  alone  being  used  on 
the  new  school.  Carpenters  of  all  classes, 
inside  and  outside,  are  busy,  as  are  also 
plumbers,  steamfitters,  &c.  The  painting 
trades  are  very  fair.  Builders'  labourers 
are  also  well  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  on  all  classes  of 
plate  and  machinery  work  are  busy.  Ma- 
chinists are  enjoying  their  share  of  the 
busy  season.  Electrical  workers  are  very 
busy.  Arbitration  proceedings  between 
one  of  the  local  companies  and  their  em- 
ployees is  just  completed.  Metal  polishers, 
buffers  and  platers  and  brass  workers  are 
fairly  busy.  One  local  factory  was  con- 
siderably inconvenienced  by  fire,  but  little 
loss  of  work  to  the  men  resulted.  Stove 
mounters  are  also  very  busy.  Sheet  metal 
workers'  work  is  picking  up  with  the  open- 
ing of  the  fall  season.  Horseshoers  are 
enjoying  a  fairly  good  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  in  the  sash  and  door  factor- 


ies and  in  the  furniture  trades  are  fairly 
well  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades,  job  and  news,  &c,  are  in  good  condi- 
tion; all  men  are  fairly  well  employed  at 
good  wages.  The  same  can  also  be  said  of 
stereotypers. 

Clothing  trades. — The  custom  tailoring 
trade  is  much  better  than  the  previous 
month,  owing  to  the  rush  of  fall  business. 
Among  the  garment  workers  the  season 
has  been  good,  and  during  the  present 
month  there  has  been  a  rush  of  orders  from 
all  parts,  which  has  kept  the  operators  very 
busy.  Help  is  difficult  to  secure  on  the 
manufacturing  of  garments. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy,  and  all  men  are  well 
employed.  Tobacco  workers  have  also  had 
a  very  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  had  their 
usual  month's  business.  Broom  makers 
are  fairly  busy.  Laundry  workers  in  the 
different  steam  laundries  are  very  busy, 
and  fair  wages  are  paid;  nearly  all  the  help 
employed  is  female. 

Transport. — Railroading  generally  is  as 
usual  fairly  busy  at  good  wages.  Long- 
shoremen have  been  very  slack  in  conse- 
quence of  no  coal  or  ore  arriving.  Street 
railway  employees  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Unskilled  labour. — Hundreds  of  men, 
skilled  and  unskilled,  are  employed  by  the 
city  engineer's  department  in  the  construc- 
tion of  cement  sidewalks,  of  which  many 
miles  are  being  laid  this  season. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

St.  Catharines. — Work  in  this  city  has 
been  generally  good  in  the  different  trades 
and  callings.  On  the  29th  of  the  month,, 
fifty  men  employed  as  moulders  in  the  sash 
and  metal  works  went  out  on  strike  for  a 
nine-hour  day  and  a  stated  wage;  previous 
to  this  they  were  working  on  piece  work. 
The  coopers  in  the  employ  of  the  Hedley 
Shaw  Milling  Company  asked  and  received 
an  increase  of  wages  about  the  middle  of 
the  month. 
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Niagara  Falls. — Skilled  and  unskilled 
labour  is  very  busy  here  at  present.  Many 
men  are  employed  in  the  construction  work 
of  the  new  power  companies.  The  local 
building  trades  are  all  fairly  well  employed, 
including  bricklayers  and  carpenters. 

Thorold. — The  coopers  employed  at  the 
Hedley  Shaw  Milling  Company  received 
an  increase  in  wages. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  conditions  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing the  entire  month  were  favourable. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  there  has  been  em- 
ployment for  all  skilled  labour,  and  the 
demand  for  unskilled  labour  was  steady.  It 
is  reported  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  la- 
bourers can  find  employment  here  at  the 
end  of  the  month.  The  Grand  Valley  Elec- 
tric Railway  Company  alone  require  one 
hundred  more  men.  Very  little  overtime 
was  worked,  in  comparison  with  the  three 
preceding  months,  owing  to  the  exception- 
ally busy  season  in  several  of  the  factories 
being  over.  In  the  agricultural  implement 
factories  and  at  the  engine  works,  employ- 
ment has  been  steady.  The  Farmers' 
Binder  Twine  Company  was  forced  to  ad- 
vertise for  operatives  to  commence  the  sea- 
son's work  ;  and  the  Farmers'  Cordage 
Company  has  introduced  a  by-law  to  in- 
crease the  capital  stock  of  the  company  to 
the  extent  of  $25,000.  Several  disastrous 
fires  occurred  during  the  month,  the  entire 
plant  of  the  Snowdrift  Baking  Powder 
Company  and  a  part  of  George  Watt  & 
Son's  wholesale  house  being  destroyed,  at 
a  loss  of  $100,000.  About  twenty-five  em- 
ployees were  thrown  out  of  employment. 
An  agreement  between  the  Expositor  Print- 
ing Company  and  the  Typographical  Union 
No.  378  has  been  signed,  increasing  the 
wages  of  the  printers  12 J  per  cent,  after 
January  1  next.  The  rates  for  overtime 
were  doubled. 


CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  busy  with  fall  work  and 
threshing,  the  rain  which  fell  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  month  being  badly  needed. 
Fruit-growers  have  had  a  very  busy  month. 

The  extensive  improvements  on  this  sec- 
tion of  the  T.  H.  &  B.  Railway  are  being 
pushed  to  completion.  On  the  Grand 
Trunk  '  cut  off,'  also,  work  is  progressing 
as  rapidly  as  the  scarcity  of  labourers  will 
allow,  and  on  the  Grand  Valley  Electric 
Railway  every  available  man  is  employed. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building    trades. — For    bricklayers,    ma- 

* 

sons,  carpenters  and  plasterers  there  has 
been  a  fair  supply  of  work,  though  wet 
weather  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
interfered  with  outside  operations.  Paint- 
ers and  decorators  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  have 
had  a  very  satisfactory  month. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron  and 
brass  moulders  have  been  fully  employed. 
Coremakers  have  been  rushed  during  the 
month.  For  machinists  and  engineers  there 
has  been  steady  employment.  Electrical 
workers  are  busy  improving  the  lighting 
system  of  several  of  the  large  factories. 
Metal  polishers,  buffers  and  platers  have  all 
had  steady  employment.  Stove-mounters 
have  experienced  a  very  busy  month,  and 
for  machinery,  carriage  and  general  black- 
smiths this  has  been  a  very  satisfactory 
month.  Boilermakers  have  been  rushed 
with  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  at  present 
very  busy,  and  additional  competent  men 
are  required.  Pattern  makers  and  mill- 
wrights, particularly  the  latter,  have  been 
unusually  busy. 

Textile  trades. — In  the  mills,  weavers  and 
spinners  and  all  mill  operatives  have 
worked  full  time. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  report  plenty  of  Work. 
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Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  a  fair 
month.  Cooler  weather  would  improve 
trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  steady  employ- 
ment. Cigarmakers  report  a  good  month  ; 
in  some  instances  there  was  a  scarcity  of 
fillers. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and 
stenographers  report  no  demand  for  extra 
labour.  There  is  a  scarcity  of  domestics  at 
good  wages.  Laundry  workers  report  a  fair 
month. 

Transport. — There  has  been  a  demand  for 
delivery  employees.  Street  railway  employ- 
ees have  been  fully  occupied.  Teamsters, 
carters  and  expressmen,  particularly  the 
former,  have  been  very  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  a 
steady  demand,  and  150  more  men  can  find 
employment. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Paris. — Local  industries  are  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  ;  there  is  a  demand  for 
unskilled  labour. 

St.  George. — There  is  a  demand  for 
machinists  and  moulders. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  exceptionally  well  em- 
ployed during  the  past  month.  While  there 
has  been  a  little  slackness  in  some  lines,  as 
a  whole  there  has  been  very  steady  employ- 
ment, with  a  good  demand  for  men.  There 
has  also  been  a  certain  amount  of  unrest 
caused  by  the  strike  of  the  iron  moulders 
and  other  unions  for  better  rates  of  wages. 
The  scarcity  of  labour,  as  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  construction  work  on  the  new  sew- 
erage system  was  held  back  owing  to  the 
lack  of  men,  has  also  tended  to  a  feeling  of 
uneasiness.  Fall  trade  is  opening  out  well, 
and  the  general  tone  of  business  is  very 
hopeful,  owing  chiefly  to  the  fine  harvest 


and  the  high  price  of  live  stock.  The  gen- 
eral tendency  of  the  labour  market  is  to- 
wards a  slightly  higher  rate  of  wages. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  harvest  which  is  now  gathered,  with 
the  exception  of  the  apple  and  the  root 
crops,  has  been  a  most  bountiful  one  in 
this  district.  Boots  and  apples  will  also  be 
a  splendid  crop.  Threshing  is  now  in  pro- 
gress. There  is  difficulty  in  getting  suffi- 
cient men  to  run  the  machines,  owing  to 
the  large  number  who  have  gone  to  the 
North-west. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

t 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  had  a  fair  month.  Some  large 
work  has  not  been  let  owing  to  the  tenders 
being  too  high.  The  season,  however,  will 
be  above  the  average.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers have  also  had  a  fair  month,  with  con- 
siderable repairing  work  in  progress.  Paint- 
ers have  been  busy.  Plumbers  report  busi- 
ness good  and  expectations  of  a  rush  of 
work  when  the  new  sewerage  system  gets 
further  under  way.  Builders'  labourers 
are  busy.  In  some  cases  bricklayers  have 
carried  their  own  brick,  owing  to  the  scarc- 
ity of  men. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  all  employed,  and  there  is  a 
demand  for  men.  During  the  month  a 
strike  occurred  in  a  large  jobbing  shop  on 
the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  men  that  the 
minimum  rate  of  wages  be  raised  from 
$2.25  to  $2.50  per  day.  The  matter  was 
referred  to  an  arbitration  board  of  equal 
numbers  from  the  National  Foundrymen's 
Association  and  from  the  Iron  Moulders' 
Union  of  America.  On  the  arbitration 
court  failing  to  come  to  a  decision,  about 
forty  men  went  out  on  strike,  and  after  ; 
being  out  about  two  weeks,  the  firm  acceded 
to  the  demand  for  the  increase,  with  the 
proviso  that  if  a  piece-work  rate  is  put  in 
in  future  it  shall  be  acceptable  to  the  men. 
At  the  time  that  negotiations  for  the  set- 
tlement of  the  first  strike  were  in  progress 
some  patterns  were  taken  to  another  foun- 
dry, and  on  the  men  there  refusing  to  work 
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on  them,  they  were  locked  out.  Twenty- 
three  men  were  affected,  but  it  was  settled 
by  the  men  being  called  back  when  the 
other  strike  was  terminated. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  have  had  a  good  month. 
Piano  men  and  planing  mill  men  have  been 
working  night  work,  but  organ  men  have 
only  been  fairly  well  employed.  Upholster- 
ers are  busy,  and  there  is  a  demand  for 
men.  Carriage  workers  are  slack,  this 
being  an  off  season  of  the  year.  Coopers 
are  now  very  busy  on  both  flour  and  apple 
barrels. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  good.  A  new  scale  of  wages  is 
being  negotiated  at  present. 

Clothing  trades. — With  tailors  the  fall 
season  is  opening  out  well,  and  all  are  busy. 
A  new  bill  of  prices  has  been  signed  by  six 
out  of  seven  employers  affecting  extras  on 
coat  making.  For  coat  makers,  however, 
the  bill  will  mean  about  the  same,  but  an 
increase  of  from  12£  to  15  per  Cent  will  be 
paid  to  pant  and  vest  makers.  During  the 
negotiations  the  tailors  held  a  day-time 
meeting,  which  led  to  an  erroneous  report 
that  a  strike  had  been  called. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  com- 
mittee of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
who  have  been  investigating  the  prices  of 
bread  and  meat,  have  reported  that  bread 
was  higher  in  price  here  than  in  other  cit- 
ies, and  that  meat  has  lately  come  down  a 
little  in  price.  Cigarmakers  have  had  a 
poor  month.  Brewery  workers  have  had 
only  a  fair  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  demand  for  la- 
bourers caused  by  construction  work  on 
the  sewerage  system  under  way,  is  greater 
than  the  supply.  Some  Italians  have  been 
brought  in  to  meet  the  scarcity  of  men. 

FORMATION    OF    LABOUR    ORGANIZATIONS. 

Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 
Local,  No.  663,.  Guelph,  was  organized  with 
Geo.  A.  Daniels,  president,  and  Geo.  A. 
Scroggie,  treasurer  and  corresponding  sec- 
retary. At  Gait,  shoe  workers  and  saw- 
smiths  organized  during  the  month. 


DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Berlin. — Work  on  the  new  sugar  beet 
factory  here  is  about  completed,  and  a  for- 
mal opening  will  soon  take  place.  The 
plant  is  capable  of  handling  5,000  acres  of 
beets,  which  are  now  in  the  ground  in  this 
locality. 

STBATFOBD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Westbrooh,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  and  district  during  September 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  earlier 
months  of  the  season.  All  classes  of  labour 
have  been  well  employed.  Very  few 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  rates  of 
wages  paid,  or  number  of  hours  worked  per 
week,  and  while  there  is  no  great  demand 
for  extra  help,  bricklayers,  masons,  carpen- 
ters and  labourers  are  reasonably  sure  of 
employment  for  the  remaining  months  of 
the  building  season.  Girls  are  in  demand 
just  at  present  at  the  Apple  Evaporator 
Works,  at  wages  of  from  50  cents  to  $1  per 
day  of  ten  hours.  A  London  biscuit  com- 
pany is  also  advertising  in  the  local  papers 
for  fifty  girls. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  of  this  district  are  well  sat- 
isfied with  the  season's  operations.  Good 
prices  are  being  realized  upon  produce,  and' 
the  favourable  weather  has  enabled  them' 
to  get  their  fall  ploughing  well  under  way. 

All  factories  are  working  full  time,  with 
most  encouraging  reports  as  to  the  pros- 
pects for  the  next  few  months. 

The  coal  strike  has  caused  a  boom  in  the 
peat  fuel  industry  of  this  locality,  many 
being  obliged  to  use  peat  on  account  of  the' 
scarcity  of  hard  coal. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  all  well  employed,  and  carpenters 
report  plenty  of  work  at  wages  from  15  to 
18  cents  per  hour;  no  plasterers  are  out  of 
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work.     The  printing,  decorating  and  paper- 
hanging   trade    is    improving.     Plumbers,' 
gas  and  steam  fitters  are  busy,  while  build- 
ers' labourers  have  plenty  of  work. 

■Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  all  at  work,  at  wages  of  about 
20  cents  per  hour.  Machinists  are  all  em- 
ployed, with  prospects  good.  Blacksmiths 
have  plenty  of  work  on  hand.  Boiler- 
makers report  none  out  of  work  here. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  employed  in  the  furnishing  trades  are 
very  busy,  with  encouraging  prospects  for 
a  good  winter's  work.  Coopers  are  very 
busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port having  had  a  good  month.  Book- 
binders are  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Trade  is  improving  in 
the  ordered  clothing  line.  Journeymen 
tailors  and  garment  workers  report  trade 
as  being  very  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  butchers  and  meat  cut- 
ters report  trade  as  fair.  Cigarmakers  are 
all  employed  at  union  rates  of  wages. 

Transport. — All  men  employed  in  the 
transportation  departments  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  have  had  a  good  month's 
work.  Cab  drivers,  hackmen,  carters,  dray- 
men, teamsters  and  expressmen  are  very 
busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  plenty  of 
work  for  this  class  of  labour. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Harriston. — -The  furniture  trade  is 
flourishing,  carvers,  cabinet  makers  and 
polishers  being  in  demand. 

Clinton. — Stonemasons  and  bricklayers 
are  wanted  for  work  on  the  new  post  office. 

Shakespeare. — Coopers   are   in   demand. 

St.  Mary's. — All  industries  in  this  town 
are  in  good  condition.  Tailors  are  in  de- 
mand at  union  rates  of  wages. 


LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Alexander  Woonton,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

Trade  conditions  throughout  September 
continue  satisfactory,  and  compare  favour- 
ably with  the  preceding  month,  being  also 
better  than  the  same  month  last  year.  The 
Western  Fair,  held  during  the  month,  was 
most  successful  and  contributed  a  consider- 
able impetus  to  all  lines  of  business.  The 
retail  stores  report  an  extra  good  month, 
owing  partly  to  the  number  of  visitors  to 
the  Western  Fair.  In  civic  work,  such  as 
roads,  the  making  of  cement  sidewalks,  &c, 
a  scarcity  of  labourers  and  also  of  teams 
has  been  noticed  during  the  month.  About 
twelve  miles  of  cement  sidewalks  have  been 
laid  this  year,  but  this  work  is  about  fin- 
ished for  the  season.  About  sixty  miles  of 
London's  streets  are  now  laid  with  cement 
sidewalks.  In  the  building  trades,  over  75 
permits  have  been  taken  for  new  buildings 
during  the  year.  The  McClary  Company's 
new  foundry  is  being  rushed  along  at  a 
rapid  rate,  and  they  will  soon  commence  on 
their  new  building  for  stove-mounting, 
which  will  be  200  x  80  feet,  and  built  of 
concrete  and  cement,  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  this  city.  The  addition  to  the  McCor- 
mack  Biscuit  Works  is  nearing  comple- 
tion. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  harvest  in  this  district  this  year  is 
far  above  the  average,  and  the  threshing 
has  proven  the  yield  to  be  exceptionally 
good  for  all  sorts  of  grain.  The  potatoes 
are  reported  to  be  rotting  in  some  localities, 
owing  to  the  wet  weather. 

Almost  all  the  manufacturing  concerns 
have  enlarged  their  premises  during  the 
past  summer,  and  there  are  very  few  of 
them  who  are  not  employing  more  men 
than  at  this  time  last  year. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  all  working  and  expect  the  fall  to 
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be  a  good  one.     Carpenters  are  very  busy,  Leather    trades. — At    Hyman's    tannery 

with  prospects  good.    Plasterers  and  lathers  several  new  buildings  are  being  erected  to 

have  enough  work  ahead  to  keep  them  go-  meet   the   requirements   of  the  trade,   and 

in0,  until  Christmas.     Painters  and  paper-  will  take  the  greater  part  of  the  winter  to 

hangers  report  trade  fair.     Plumbers  and  complete.     When  finished,  double  the  num- 

steamfitters   are  very  busy.     Builders'   la-  ber  of  hands  will  be  employed, 

bourers  report  a  good  month  and  all  hands  Miscellaneous.— Broom     makers     report 

working.  trade  as  good.    Brushmakers  are  very  slack 

Metal     and     engineering     trades. — Iron  at  present, 

moulders     are    exceptionally    busy.       The  Transport.— Delivery    employees    in    the 

moulders  at  Leonard's  foundry  during  the  local  Dusiness  are  not  reqUired  as  in  other 

month  asked  for  a  raise  from  $2  to  $2.25  yearg?  ag  there  ig  yery  Httle  CQal  in  town> 

per  day,  but  the  request  was  not  granted.  The  priceg  agked  at  the  end  of  the  montn 

Electrical  workers  had  a  rush  of  work^  in  were  .    Hard  QQ^  $9  per  ton  .    nardwood> 

the  early  part  of  the  month  in  connection  $7#5Q  per  cord?  and  goft  wood>  $5m    With 

with  the  lighting  for  the  Western  Fair,  but  the  railroad  employees  conditions  vary  very 

it  has  slacked  off  since.     Metal  polishers,  Ktfle  from  Qne  month  to  the  othe]%  about 

brass   workers,   stove-mounters   and  boiler-  the  game  number  of  handg  being  empi0yed 

makers   report   trade    as   good.     Bolt   and  at  all  nmeSt 
hinge  workers  are  very  busy,  some  overtime 

being  done.  ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Woodworking    and   furnishing    trades. —  Mr.  A.  Roberts,   Correspondent,  reports 

Carriage  and  wagon  workers  report  trade  as  follows: — 
fair.    At  the  Grand  Trunk  Car  Works  the 

,,   ,            j         £  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

men  are  exceptionally  busy,  an  order  lor 

800  flat  cars  being  the  cause.  Some  of  the  The  condition  of  the  labour  market 
departments  are  working  overtime.  Lights  continues  favourable,  labour  being  gen- 
are  to  be  put  into  the  works,  when  it  is  erally  well  employed,  with  a  good  de- 
likely  more  overtime  will  be  put  in.  Coop-  mand  for  unskilled  workers  and  a 
ers  are  busy.  limited  demand  for  skilled  workers. 
Printing  and  allied  trades.-In  the  print-  Industrial  activity  will  receive  an  im- 
ing  trades  business  is  good.  The  city  print-  Petus  m  the  °Penm^  of  the  new  broom> 
ing  was  given  out  during  the  month  to  the  brush  and  woodware  factory,  which  is 
London    Printing    Company.       The    Free  to    commence    manufacturing    at    the    end 

Press  have  installed  a  new  modern  news  of  the  month  Wlth  a  Partial  staff>  wmch 

will  be  increased  as  fast  as  the  plant  can 
nress. 

be  completed.     Transportation  in  through 
Clothing  trades.— Journeymen  tailors  are  freight  is  picking  up  on  all  lines  passing 
very  busy,  all  available  hands  working,  and  througn  this  point     Business  activity  is  in 
overtime    being    done.      Garment    workers  advance  of  last  m0nth,  especially  in  cloth- 
report  trade  as  good.  ing  and  miHinery.     The  handling  of    the 
Food   and   tobacco   preparation. — Bakers  fruit  crop  has  given  employment  to  a  num- 
w'ere  very  busy   in   the  early  part   of  the  ber   of  hands.     Rates    of    wages    show    a 
month,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  slightly    upward    tendency.     Unskilled    la- 
visitors  to  the  fair,  making  an  extra  supply  bourers  on  municipal  work  have  been    ad- 
of  bread  necessary.     Cigarmaking  is  in  a  vanced  from  15  to  174  cents  per  hour,  and 
flourishing  condition.     The  London  Cigar  work   is  progressing    slowly,   owing    to    a 
Company  went  out  of  business  during  the  scarcity  of  labourers.     Some  macadamizing 
month,   but   their   employees   easily   found  work  is  being  postponed  on  this   account, 
situations  in  other  shops.  The  M.C.R.  Co.  have  also  voluntarily  ad- 
5£ 
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vanced  the  rate  of  wages  of  a  number  of 
machinists  from  1  to  li  cents  per  hour, 
making  24  cents  per  hour  the  general  rate 
throughout  the  entire  machine  and  boiler 
shops.  The  bulk  of  the  men  were  raised  to 
the  above  rate  by  virtue  of  an  agreement 
some  time  ago,  the  latter  voluntary  raise 
being  to  preserve  uniformity.  Coal  has  ad- 
vanced from  $7  to  $8  per  ton  during  the 
past  month,  and  the  local  supply  is  very 
limited. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  is  active  in  all  local  in- 
dustries. Flour  milling  is  more  active 
than  last  month;  the  Erie  mills  are  now 
grinding  24  hours  per  day.  Foundry  work 
continues  very  busy;  overtime  has  been 
worked  in  the  general  foundry  during  the 
entire  summer.  The  handle  factory,  which 
has  been  working  overtime  during  the  sum- 
mer, has  resumed  the  regular  ten  hours' 
run,  but  is  very  busy. 

The  railway  traffic  departments  are  busy, 
and  a  few  new  crews  are  being  organized. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  plasterers, 
plumbers  and  stonecutters  are  busy.  Some 
delay  is  being  caused  in  the  progress  of 
building  owing  to  difficulty  in  getting  steel 
beams,  pillars,  &c.  Painters  and  paper- 
hangers  are  slacker  this  month,  and  some 
men  in  this  line  are  unemployed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades  continue  very 
active. 

Clothing  trades. — The  tailoring  trade  is 
busier  than  last  month,  normal  conditions 
prevailing. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  steady  trade. 
Cigarmakers  are  busy. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees  are 
out  of  employment  for  the  present,  the 
Street  Railway  Company  having  suspended 
service  on  September  12.  The  company  re- 
ceives its  power  from  the  St.  Thomas  Gas 
Company,   and  being  in   arrears,   the   Gas 


Company  shut  off  the  power  and  conse- 
quently prevented  the  operation  of  the  road. 
The  city  has  a  first  mortgage  on  the  road 
for  $50,000,  having  guaranteed  the  bonds 
of  the  company  for  that  amount,  and  is  in- 
vestigating ways  and  means  of  overcoming 
the  difficulty  and  getting  the  service  re- 
newed. Nothing  definite  has  been  an- 
nounced up  to  the  end  of  the  month,  though 
the  taking  over  of  the  system  by  the  muni- 
cipality has  been  much  discussed. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  conditions  continue  as  favour- 
able as  during  August,  there  being  but  little 
change  in  the  condition  of  industry  or 
business.  The  building  trades  continue 
fairly  active,  and  all  local  factories  are 
busy,  the  supply  of  skilled  labour  being 
equal  to  the  demand,  while  unskilled  labour 
is  somewhat  scarce.  The  Draden  Cooper- 
age was  burned  down  two  weeks  ago  throw- 
ing some  thirty  hands  temporarily  out  of 
work.  The  firm  was  rushed  with  orders  at 
the  time.  As,  however,  another  shop  was 
provided  and  fitted  out  immediately,  little 
time  was  lost  by  the  men.  The  demand  for 
apple  barrels  being  so  great,  the  price  for 
making  was  raised  from  4  to  7  cents 
apiece,  this  being  the  only  change  in  wages 
l-eported  during  the  month.  A  slight  diffi- 
culty arose  early  in  the  month  between  the 
employing  tailors  and  their  hands,  but  the 
matter  was  soon  settled  satisfactorily  to  all 
parties. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

A  great  many  men  are  employed  in  pick- 
ing and  packing  apples  for  shipment,  a 
large  crop  of  this  fruit  being  raised  this 
year.  The  evaporating  factories  are  con- 
suming large  quantities  ;of  fruit  of  all 
kinds. 

Transportation  continues  active,  owing 
to  large  shipments  of  agricultural  and 
manufactured  products. 
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CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters,  lathers,  plasterers,  plumbers, 
gas  and  steamfitters,  stonecutters  and 
builders'  labourers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  coremakers,  electrical  workers 
and  linemen  are  all  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers,  and  coopers 
are  rushed  with  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  have  plenty  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
all  fully  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  all  busy.  Cigarmak- 
ers  and  tobacco  workers  report  trade  quiet. 

Transport. — Cab  drivers,  hackmen,  cart- 
ers and  draymen  have  plenty  to  do. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  demand  at  good 


wages. 


DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Wallaceburg. — The  glass  factory  has 
started  operations  again  after  the  usual 
shut  down  during  July  and  August,  an  in- 
creased number  of  hands  being  employed. 
The  beet-sugar  factory  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  so  great  is  the  demand  for 
labour  that  not  enough  men  can  be  hired 
to  do  the  work. 

WINDSOR,   ONT,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

This  city  and  district  have  just  passed 
through  another  month  in  which  labour 
generally  has  been  employed  to  its  utmost 
capacity.  There  has  not  been  a  trade  that 
has  not  been  very  active.  More  especially 
has  this  been  true  of  the  building  trades, 
where  prospects  are  good  for  work  till  the 
snow  flies,  owing  to  the  large  number  of 
buildings  under  way  and  contracted  for. 
The  Windsor  Salt  Company  is  building  an- 


other large  addition  to  its  works  in  order 
to  manufacture  its  own  barrels  and  boxes. 
Large  quantities  of  lumber  and  cedar  posts 
are  being  brought  in,  giving  plenty  of  work 
to  the  longshoremen.  Wholesale  and  re- 
tail trade  is  fairly  active.  '  The  Tailors' 
Union  during  the  month  presented  a  peti- 
tion asking  that  a  ten  per  cent  increase  be 
granted  in  wages,  that  no  work  be  done 
outside  of  the  shops,  and  that  none  but 
members  of  the  union  be  employed.  Every 
shop  in  the  city  agreed  to  the  above. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  about  finished  harvesting 
in  this  section.  Grain  crops  have  not  turn- 
ed out  very  well,  on  account  of  the  wet 
weather,  but  fruit  is  abundant.  Ou  the 
whole,  a  fair  agricultural  return  is  ex- 
pected. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners  have  all  the  work  they  can  do,  and 
plumbers  and  gas  and  steamfitters  are  also 
fully  employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Electrical 
workers  and  linemen  are  very  busy.  Black- 
smiths have  all  they  can  do. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printers 
are  all  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  ci- 
garmaking  trade  is  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion at  present,  and  all  cigarmakers  are 
busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  makers  report 
plenty  of  work. 

Transport. — Railway  employment  has  in- 
creased somewhat  during  the  past  month. 
Passenger  and  freight  traffic  have  been  very 
heavy,  and  several  additional  crews  have 
been  put  on  to  handle  it. 

Unskilled  labour  is  fully  employed,  chief- 
ly on  civic  work. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 
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GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  bright  outlook  reported  last  month 
in  trade  and  industry  continues,  with  an 
accentuated    demand    for    harvest    labour. 
Favourable  weather  for  handling  the  crops 
has  been  experienced,  with  the  exception  of 
a  few  showers  and  heavy  local  winds,  which 
have   not   materially    affected     operations. 
The  fine  weather  at  the  commencement  of 
September  enabled  the  farmers  to  complete 
their  cutting,  especially  in  Manitoba  and 
the  district  to  the  immediate  west.   Thresh- 
ing followed  and  was  almost  general  by  the 
middle  of  the  month.     The  supply  of  la- 
bour has  at  no  time  during  the  harvest  been 
equal  to  the  demand,  but  it  is  satisfactory 
to  those  who  have  been  unable  to  get  suffi- 
cient help  to  have  enjoyed  such  favourable 
weather.    It  is  estimated  that  already  over 
6,000,000  bushels  of  wheat  have  been  mar- 
keted.    All  of  this  has  graded  No.  1  hard. 
What  rain  there  has  been  does  not  appear 
to  have  affected  the  grain.     The  rapid  mar- 
keting of  such  large   quantities   of   grain 
has  naturally  also  taxed  the  capacity  of  the 
transportation  companies,  and  the  elevators 
at  several  points  have  reported  that  all  stor- 
age capacity  was  exhausted.     Such  a  con- 
dition of  affairs  makes  a  very  large  demand 
on   the   available   labour   supply.     Next   to 
the  extreme  activity  of  the  agriculturists, 
the  industry  feeling  the  effect  of  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  is  the  building  trades.   Win- 
ter is  approaching,  and  many  large  build- 
ings are  far  from  being  in  readiness  to  re- 
ceive the  roof  and  thus   provide  covering 
necessary   for   the    prosecution     of    inside 
work.     Contractors  are  meeting  the  incom- 
ing trains  to  secure  the  help  they  are  in 
need  of.     The  expansion  of  banking  facili- 
ties still  proceeds,  and  daily  the  opening 
of  new  points  of  chartered  banks  is  being 
reported.     Another     indication     of     great 
commercial  activity  is  the  increased  general 
traffic  of  the  railroad  and  express  compan- 
ies.    Eastern  jobbers    and    manufacturers 
are  busily  exploiting  the  western    market. 
Their  agents  are  so  numerous  in  Winni- 
peg at  the  present  time  that  many  are  un- 
able to  procure  sample  rooms  for  the  exhi- 


bition of  their  wares.  One  or  two  slight 
advances  in  wages  have  been  reported,  but 
no  general  movement.  If  the  wage-earner 
benefits  at  all  as  a  result  of  the  harvest  and 
the  consequent  commercial  activity,  it  will 
probably  not  be  so  much  in  the  way  of  in- 
creased rates  of  pay  as  in  having  more  regu- 
lar employment.  Last  month  may  be  said 
to  have  been  one  of  industrial  tranquillity. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Preparations  are  already  being  made  to 
replenish  the  supply  of  lumber,  which  has 
been  diminished  to  an  extraordinary  ex- 
tent. Large  importations  are  being  made, 
and  prices  are  rising. 

Railroad  construction  is  limited  by  the 
number  of  workmen  available  at  the  pre- 
vailing rates  of  pay.  Employment  agents 
are  endeavouring  to  get  men  and  have  been 
doing  so  for  some  months,  but  the  dearth 
of  labour  does  not  appear  to  have  enhanced 
wages. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  trades  associated 
with  building  are  employed  to  full  capacity. 
The  building  inspector  has  issued  permits 
for  constructions  involving  an  expenditure 
of  over  $2,000,000.  The  usual  amount  of 
building  this  year  will  be  exceeded  next 
year,  according  to  present  indications.  The 
extension  of  a  transfer  track  along  the 
lane  between  Adelaide  and  Princess  streets 
will  result  in  several  large  new  warehouses 
being  erected  with  shipping  facilities  on 
the  track. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal  trades,  and  also  the 
woodworking  trades,  especially  the  latter. 
depend  almost  entirely  on  the  amount  of 
building  being  done,  and  are  consequently 
extremely  busy.  The  moulders,  machinists 
and  other  trades  connected  with  the  rail- 
road shops  are  all  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
all  busy,  and  rulers  and  bookbinders  are 
exceptionally  so. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailor? 
all  report  plenty  of  work  available.     Fall 
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trade  is  commencing  a  little  earlier    than 
usual  this  year. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  continue  to  be  fully  employed. 

Leather  trades. — In  the  leather  trade  a 
demand  for  certain  classes  of  factory  hands 
exists,  principally  stitchers. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Miscellaneous  labour, 
like  all  other  at  the  present  time,  is  in  de- 
mand. 

Transport. — Kailroad  hands  are  all  em- 
ployed, and  at  this  season  of  the  year  the 
staffs  of  all  concerned  in  transportation  are 
taxed  to  their  full  capacity. 

BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Brandon  district,  as  well  as  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  Canadian  West,  during  Sep- 
tember enjoyed  an  unexampled  period  of 
prosperity,  due  to  the  splendid  harvest  pros- 
pects and  the  excellent  crop  weather.  It 
is  anticipated  by  business  men  that  while 
last  year  was  a  record  one,  the  year  1902, 
with  continued  fine  weather,  will  greatly 
exceed  it  and  will  direct  the  attention  of 
the  business  world  as  never  before  to  the 
Canadian  West.  The  wheat  estimate  for 
the  season  is  sixty  million  bushels.  The 
demand  for  farm  hands  is  very  great,  as 
high  as  $3  per  day  with  board  being  offered 
in  some  districts,  though  the  average  wage 
is  $2.50  per  day  with  board.  Exceptional 
activity  is  evidenced  in  the  building  trades, 
and  with  machinists  and  stonecutters,  who 
are  working  overtime.  There  is  some  ac- 
tivity also  in  local  or  civic  improvements. 
Both  the  C.P.R.  and  the  C.N.R.  companies 
are  doing  a  very  heavy  business.  Whole- 
sale and  retail  merchants  also  report  trade 
good,  and  the  implement  and  agricultural 
machine  agents  are  doing  a  splendid  busi- 
ness. It  is  estimated  that  over  two  thou- 
sand threshing  machines  will  be  in  opera- 
tion throughout  Manitoba  this  season. 
Difficulty  is  anticipated  in  the  securing  of 


a  sufficient  number  of  men  to  complete  the 
gangs. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  immense  harvest  of  last  year  has 
been  repeated  by  an  even  greater  crop  this 
season,  which  has  been  saved  thus  far  in 
perfect  condition.  The  greater  portion  of 
the  grain,  it  is  anticipated,  will  class  as 
No.  1  hard.  At  the  end  of  September  al- 
most all  the  wheat  has  been  harvested,  cov- 
ering an  immense  area  of  country.  It  has 
always  been  a  theory  that  if  the  West  could 
secure  two  consecutive  heavy  crops,  the 
resulting  development  of  the  country  would 
be  very  considerable.  It  is  thought  that 
there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  getting  suf- 
ficient binder  twine  to  meet  the  demands 
of  the  situation.  This  season  it  is  taking, 
on  an  average,  three  pounds  of  binder 
twine  to  the  acre,  and  the  sheaves  are  in 
every  instance  clean  grain.  Although  the 
dealers  have  succeeded  in  getting  more 
shipments  into  the  country,  yet  this,  with 
the  output  of  the  Brandon  Twine  Com- 
pany, seems  still  to  be  unequal  to  the  ex- 
pected demand. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in 
getting  sufficient  lumber  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  the  building  trade  in  this  city. 

Railroads  are  complying  with  every  re- 
quest of  the  farmer  in  having  loading  plat- 
forms built,  the  value  of  which  will  be  de- 
monstrated this  season.  Under  the  new 
rule,  farmers  who  wish  to  load  direct  will 
have  every  facility  for  so  doing.  Over  200 
new  elevators  have  been  built,  making  an 
increased  storage  capacity  of  6,000,000 
bushels. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Trade  is  generally  re- 
ported very  good.  Stonecutters  are  doing 
an  active  business,  working  overtime. 
Builders'  labourers  are  also  busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin- 
ists are  working  overtime.  Blacksmiths 
report  trade  good,  and  boilermakers  are 
busy  and  in  demand.  Jewellers  and  watch- 
makers report  trade  good. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and  liibition  held  in  this   city.     A  demand  is 

pressmen  are  doino-  a  good  business.  still  made  for  bushmen  at  good  wages.     A 

Clothing  trades. -Conditions  are  favour-  new  ci^ar  factory  has  been  started  durin^ 

i|  the  month.     Business  generally  with  local 

dealers  is  reported  good.     Vessels  to  load 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation.- -There  is  the    saimon    pack    have    arrived,    and    the 

a  good  demand  for  bakers  and  confection-  transferring  of  the  pack  from  the  respec- 

ers.     Butchers  and  meat  cutters  are  busy.  tive  canneries  made  river  work  brisk.    The 

Ice  cutters  and  drivers  are  also  busy.   With  price  paid  by  the  canneries  since  August  25 

cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  trade    is  to   September  15  was  :    Sockeye,  15  cents 

good.  per   fish  ;     Cohoe,    12|    cents  ;    from   that 

Miscellaneous.— Clerks    and    stenograph-  date  to  end  of  season  :    Sockeye,  12£  cents 

ers  are  doing  a  good  business,  though  there  Per  fisn  J   steel  head  fish,  50  cents  each.     A 

are  no  openings  in  the  city.  large  number  of  men  are  still  engaged,  and 

,„                      .  „     n              „       .,       ,  are  making  good  returns  at  fishing. 
1  ransport. — All  classes  oi   railroad    em- 
ployees are  fully  employed.  condition  of  local  industries. 

Unskilled  labour.— Never  before  has  there  A  very  good  crop,  both  as  to   quantity 

been  such  demand  for  farm  labour  in  the  and  quality,  has  been  harvested,  the  wea- 

West.     Although  9,000  excursionists  came  ther  conditions  being  all  that  could  be  de- 

into  the  country,  a  considerable  number  of  sired. 

these  found  employment   in  the    different  . 

branches   of  trade   other   than   as    harvest  The  lumberln^  industry  is  active,  a  large 

hands.     There  is  accordingly  an  enormous  exPort  trade  keePin^  a11  local  mills  runmnS 

demand  still  for  farm  help  in  the  Canadian  ful1  time- 

West.  Implement    dealers    have    experienced    a 


district  notes. 


busy  time  filling  orders  for  the  district. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 


An  important  land  deal  took  place  some 
time  ago  when  the  entire  holdings  of  the  Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
Canadian  Land  and  Colonization  Company  sons  report  all  members  of  the  trade  at 
were  purchased.  These  lands  are  situated  work  on  jobbing,  but  with  no  prospects  of 
along  the  Soo  line,  and  are  selling  at  $12  any  large  contracts  now  being  left,  except 
per  acre.  Stockmen  and  ranchers  have  for  the  new  library.  Carpenters  are  all 
shipped  a  large  quantity  of  stock  to  the  busy,  a  number  of  residences  being  still 
East  this  year.  Several  train  loads  of  under  way.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are 
young  stockers  from  the  East  passed  being  kept  busy,  and  with  painters  work  is 
through  this  city  some  time  ago  on    their  still  plentiful. 

way  to  the  Territories.  _,  ,  ,  .         .  ,       ,.,.,,. 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND         trades. — Machinists,  iron  moulders  and  en- 
DISTRICT.  gineers  are  all  employed,  and  prospects  are 

good. 
Mr.  Geo.  Hargreaves,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : Woodworking    and    furnishing    trades. — 

The  new  shops  for  the  Electric  Tramway 
Company  are  complete  and  will  soon  be  in 
■  Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during  operation,  giving  employment  to  twenty  or 
the  past  month  remain  unchanged,  the  men  twenty-five  men  at  the  start.  Shingle 
who  left  fishing  securing  work  in  other  weavers  still  continue  busy,  a  shortage  of 
branches,  and  a  large  number  of  men  being  raw  material  being  the  only  bad  feature  of 
employed  in  preparing  for  the  annual  ex-     the  month. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re-  contention  of  the  canners  that  they  should 

port    work    exceptionally    good,    the    cata-  only  pay   16|   cents   per   fish  was   correct, 

logues  for  the  fall  fairs  being  issued  dur-  This  price  was  based  on  the  average  pack, 

ing  the  past  month.  in  accordance  with  the  sliding  schedule  of 

Food   and    tobacco   preparation.-CigZT-  Prices  mutually  agreed  upon  when  the  fish- 
makers  report  work  conditions  good,  with  m^  season  0*)ene(L 
good  prospects.  condition  of  local  industries. 

Transport. — Trade   with   steamboat  men  The  catch  of  fish  has  been  very  poor  this 

on  the  river,  both  passengers  and  freight,  is  year, 

good.     Street  railway  employees  report  all  The  lumbering  trade  is  very  good. 

members  of  the  trade  as  making  full  time,  mi         v      i.                     j      x-   -x     • 

.                                      i-Ti  Inere  has  been  renewed  activity  in  mm- 

a  number  of  new  men  now  being  employed  .           .    -,                     ,                   . 

.      _           _  •        .                  .  ing    circles  ;    several    prospecting    parties 

to  meet  the  demand  oi  the  increasing  pas-  i              .          -,    -           ■,.«■      ',         ,.              , 

nave  returned  irom  different  sections  and 

senger  and  traffic  trade.  .          -,                . 

&  report  good  prospects. 

Unskilled      labour. — During      the      past 

,       ,,         ,               ,     -                 *  -n    i    i     i       i  CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

month,  the  demand  for  unskilled  help  has 

not  been  so  good,  though  no  men  need  go  Building  trades.— Bricklayers  and  ma- 
idle.  The  city  authorities  are  doing  con-  sons  reP°rt  work  f^ir-  Carpenters  are  all 
siderable  street  work,  macadamising  the  employed,  but  there  are  a  few  idle  painters, 
business  thoroughfares.  Stonecutters   are  not  fully   employed,   but 

builders'  labourers  report  work  good. 

DISTRICT    NOTES.  Tl/r„j.„l         „„„'    „„^                    j          z,  •    *     *7 J- 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
A  large  number  of  new  buildings  are  trades. — Moulders  are  all  employed  and 
going  up,  and  there  is  good  demand  for  prospects  bright  for  the  winter.  Linemen 
skilled  and  unskilled  labour.  The  new  con-  report  only  a  very  few  men  employed, 
densed  milk  factory  at  Mission  is  running  There  was  a  slight  dispute  between  line- 
full  time,  with  orders  ahead  ;  it  employs  men  and  their  employers  during  the  month, 
twenty-five  or  thirty  hands.  It  appeared  that  the  company  wanted  the 
A  new  block  is  being  erected  at  Revel-  men  to  Ornish  their  own  monkey  wrenches 
stoke,  a  number  of  men  from  this  point  and  other  tools-  The  men  refused  and  were 
being  taken  to  commence  the  work.  locked  out'     The  following  agreement  was 

entered  into,  and  the  men  renewed  work : — 

VANCOUVER,   B.C.,   AND   DISTRICT.  (1.)  Recognition    of    the    International 

n,r     n        -n     j.i       n                j     j.  Brotherhood  of  Electrical  Workers. 
Mr.  Geo.  Hartley,  Correspondent,  reports 

as  follows  : —  (2.)  Reinstatement     of     all     locked-out 
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members  to  former  positions. 


(3.)  Reinstated  members  not  to  be  dis 
General    conditions    continue    good    and     criminated  against 
equal  to  those  of  last  month.  The  prospects 


(4.)  Company  to  furnish  all  tools,  except 
customary  tools  for  linemen  and  inside 
men. 


for  October  depend  entirely  on  the  weather 

so  far  as  the  building  trades  are  concerned. 

Several  new  large  buildings  are  in  course 

of  erection.     The  demand  for  labourers  has         Tne  following  schedule  for  working  for 

been   exceptionally   good   during   the   past  Vancouver  and  locality  has   been  entered 

month.    Fall  trade  in  mercantile  establish-  into  between  the  International  Association 

ments  is  fair.     On  the  whole,  harmonious  of  Machinists  and  Amalgamated  Society  of 

relations  exist  between  employers  and  em-  Engineers,  and  the  different  firms  :— 

ployed.     It  has  been  found  by  the  investi-  a  Clause  1.— That  ten   hours   shall   constitute   a 

,.  mj_.  j.  ,,       „  ,  ..         .,  day's  work  for  the  first  five  days  and  five  hours 

gation  committee  oi  the  fishermen  that  the  on  the  sixth  day,  Saturday. 
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Clause  2. — That  overtime  shall  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  time  and  one  half  (11)  after  6  p.m  to 
10  p.m.  Double  time  afterwards  to  7  a.m.  and 
on  Saturdays  time  and  one-half  (1|)  after  12; 
noon  till  6  p.m.,  double  time  afterwards;  double 
time  Sundays  and  all  such  holidays  as  New 
Year,  Good  Friday,  Empire  Day,  Dominion  Day, 
Labour  Day,  King's  Birthday,  Thanksgiving  Day 
and  Christmas  Day. 

Clause  3. — That  outside  work  shall  be  paid  at 
the  rate  of  ten  hours  pay  for  9  hours  work;  and 
that  time  and  one-half  (11)  shall  be  paid  after 
5  p.m.  till  9  p.m.,  double  time  afterwards  till  7 
a.m.  Saturdays,  Sundays,  holidays,  as  per 
clause  2. 

Clause  4. — Anywhere  outside  the  shops  shall 
be  known  as  outside  work,  on  steamboats,  log- 
ging machines,  pile  drivers  or  anything  at  the 
company's  dock  shall  be  known  as  outside  work, 
providing  such  machinery  had  been  in  use,  but 
work  done  on  the  company's  premises  under 
cover  shall   not  be  considered  outside  work. 

Clause  5. — A  man  working  outside  the  city 
shall  be  paid  straight  time  while  travelling  and 
bed,  board  and  transportation  be  paid  for  by 
firm  who  employs  him. 

Clause  6. — A  man  working  on  regular  night 
shift  shall  receive  15  hours  pay  for  121  hours 
work.  It  shall  not  be  considered  a  night  shift 
unless  he  has  worked  two  consecutive  nights, 
said  two  nights  to  be  paid  as  per  clause  2. 

Clause  7. — Men  called  out  at  nights,  Sundays 
or  holidays,  their  time  shall  start  from  time  of 
being  called. 

Clause  8. — Any  boy  hereafter  engaging  himself 
to  learn  the  trade  of  machinist  must  serve  four 
years.  He  shall  in  no  case  leave  his  employer 
without  just  cause  under  penalty  of  forfeiture 
of  indenture  or  terms  of  agreement  of  appren- 
ticeship. The  following  ratio  of  apprentices 
shall  be  allowed,  one  to  each  shop  irrespective 
of  number  of  machinists  employed,  and  one  to 
every  five  machinists  thereafter.  Also  number 
of  apprentices  to  be  in  ratio  with  mean  average 
of  men  employed  for  previous  year.  No  appren- 
tice shall  be  allowed  to  start  after  the  age  of 
16  years. 

Clause  9. — That  when  reductions  in  the  staff 
are  necessary,  men  who  have  others  dependent 
upon  them  for  support  shall  be  given  preference 
for  employment,  seniority  and  proficiency  to 
govern. 

Clause  10. — The  company  or  employers  shall 
not  discriminate  in  any  way  against  any  ma- 
chinist who  may  from  time  to  time,  represent 
his  fellow  workmen  on  committees  of  investiga- 
tion, &c. 

Clause  11. — This  schedule  shall  not  be  broken 
by  either  party  without  thirty  days  notice  in 
writing,  the  men  to  notify  the  head  of  the  com- 
pany or  employer,  and  the  company  or  employer 
to  communicate  with  shop  committee  or  post 
notice  in  conspicuous  place  in  shop. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  on 
job  work  report  that  there  is  plenty  of 
work  ;  there  are  too  many  in  the  busiriess. 
Consequently,  work  may  be  considered  poor 
for  the  journeymen.  Job  printers  receive 
$21  a  week  of  fifty-four  hours. 

Clothing  trades. — Work  with  tailors  has 
been  fair,  considering  the  competition  of 
the  Chinese. 


Transport. — The  teamsters  have  present- 
ed a  new  schedule  of  wages  to  their  em- 
ployers, on  which  action  will  be  taken  dur- 
ing the  first  week  in  October. 

The  by-laws  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
the  property  commonly  known  as  the  Eng- 
lish Bay  Beach,  a  site  for  a  gymnasium, 
and  the  erection  of  a  building  thereon,  and 
of  three  blocks  of  land  in  the  east  end  of 
the  city,  and  south  end  (Mount  Pleasant) 
for  public  recreation  purposes,  were  carried 
with  large  majorities  on  the  20th  inst. 

FORMATION    OF    LABOUR    ORGANIZATIONS. 

A  local  branch  of  the  International  Sta- 
tionary Firemen's  Union  has  been  organ- 
ized. The  union  embraces  firemen,  coal 
passers,  oilers  and  water  tenders.  Presi- 
dent, G.  C.  Fleece  ;  Recording  Secretary, 
L.  Carlisle. 

An  Order  in  Council  has  been  passed  in 

Victoria  changing  the  name  of  the  Main- 
land Steamshipmen's  Protective  Associa- 
tion to  that  of  the  British  Columbia 
Steamshipmen's  Society.  The  headquar- 
ters of  this  union  are  at  Vancouver,  George 
Noonan  being  secretary. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Van  Anda  (Texada  Island). — The  Mar- 
ble Bay  Mine  continues  to  keep  up  its  out- 
put. The  tunnel  is  down  360  feet,  and 
sinking  will  continue  to  the  460-foot  level. 
The  men  are  working  full  time.  The 
sampling  of  the  Chicago  chemists  and  as- 
sayers  has  proved  the  deposits  of  fine  gold 
on  Texada  Island  to  be  of  a  remarkable 
area  and  highly  remunerative  as  teaching 
chlorinating  or  cyanide  propositions,  show- 
ing from  half  an  ounce  to  five  ounces  of 
fine  gold  to  the  ton. 

Bevelstohe. — The  ratepayers  have  carried 
a  by-law  to  purchase  from  the  ReveLstoke 
Water,  Light  and  Power  Company  their 
plants,  franchises,  &c. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 
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GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  con- 
tinues equally  as  satisfactory  as  during 
August.  In  the  early  part  of  the  month 
there  was  still  a  keen  demand  for  un-< 
skilled  labour,  but  with  the  completion  of 
street  paving  work  conditions  became  nor- 
mal. Work  will  soon  be  commenced  on 
the  foundation  for  the  Point  Ellice  bridge, 
which  will  give  employment  to  all  available 
unskilled  labour.  The  different  trades  are 
all  in  a  healthy  state,  with  increased  ac- 
tivity amongst  the  iron  shipbuilders.  The 
Street  Railway  Company  is  extending  its 
system  to  the  ocean  wharf  and  retracking 
a  portion  of  the  old  line.  A  joint  stock 
company  is  being  formed  to  take  over  the 
business  of  Taylor  &  Haggart,  manufac- 
turers of  iron  and  brass  bedsteads.  The 
new  company  will  increase  the  facilities  of 
the  factory,  which  now  gives  employment 
to  from  12  to  15  men.  The  extension  of 
the  telegraph  line  to  Bamfield  Creek,  made 
necessary  in  order  to  form  a  link  between 
the  Pacific  cable  (which  is  nearing  com- 
pletion) and  the  C.P.R.  transcontinental 
line,  has  been  completed.  Large  consign- 
ments of  general  merchandise  have  been 
going  north  by  every  steamer  in  order  to 
iget  the  winter  supply  into  the  Yukon  be- 
fore the  close  of  navigation.  Wholesalers 
I  have  been  very  busy  in  consequence. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades, 
work  continues  good  for  bricklayers,  ma- 
sons, carpenters,  joiners,  lathers  and  plas- 
terers,    all     being     fully     employed.     For 
painters  and  plumbers  work  is  fair,  and  for 
stonecutters    dull.      Plans    are    being   pre- 
pared for   the   rebuilding    of    the    Mount 
Baker  Hotel   (recently  destroyed  by  fire), 
ind  that,  in  connection  with  other  contracts 
et  during  the  month,  will  insure  activity 
n  the  trade   during  the   fall  and    winter 
nonths. 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding 

rades. — In    the    metal     and     shipbuilding 

rades  conditions  are  very  satisfactory.     A 

prge  amount  of  new  and  repair  work  is  in 
6£ 


progress,  and  is  well  distributed  between 
the  different  shipyards,  giving  constant  em- 
ployment to  a  full  force  of  mechanics. 
Moulders,  machinists,  blacksmiths  and 
boilermakers  are  fully  employed.  Ship- 
wrights and  caulkers  report  plenty  of  work. 
Conditions,  however,  are  unfavourable  for 
electrical  workers,  there  being  a  surplus  of 
workmen. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  the  print- 
ing trades  work  is  fair. 

Clothing  trades. — For  journeymen  tailors 
trade  is  dull.  Garment  workers  are  busy, 
and  in  the  factory  employing  white  help 
a  scarcity  of  hands  prevails. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
report  trade  good.  Cigarmakers  are  fairly 
well  employed. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
have  had  an  unusually  good  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
still  well  employed. 

FORMATION    OF    LABOUR    ORGANIZATIONS. 

On  August  29  a  union  of  boilermakers' 
helpers  was  formed,  with  Geo.  Neill  as 
president  and  J.  C.  Waters  as  secretary. 

The  recently  formed  Labourers'  Protec- 
tive Union  has  applied  to  the  Dominion 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  for  a  charter. 
The  organization  now  has  a  membership  of 
over  100. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  general  situation  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket for  this  month  shows  very  little  change 
from  August.  If  anything,  things  are 
quieter,  owing  to  the  approach  of  wet 
weather,  and  out  of  door  work  will  soon  be 
scarce.  In  mining,  the  principal  industry 
in  the  district,  there  is  considerable  uncer- 
tainty felt,  which  causes  other  branches  of 
industry  to  be  quiet.  The  same  cause  also 
affects  commercial  circles,  although  there 
is  no  positive  depression. 
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CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

In  the  fishing  industry  there  is  very 
little  doing. 

In  the  lumbering  trade  business  is  still 
active.  The  mills  are  working  full  time, 
and  the  lumber  camps  are  also  working  to 
their  limit. 

In  the  coal  mining  industry,  while  most 
of  the  mines  are  working  steadily,  there  is 
a  fear  that  the  use  of  fuel  oil  may  cause 
slackness  of  trade  during  the  winter.  One 
small  mine  has  been  shut  down,  but  the 
men  are  finding  employment  in  the  other 
mines. 

CONDITIONS  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades 
there  is  little  activity,  with  no  prospect  of 
improvement  for  the  balance  of  the  season. 
Painters  report  business  quiet. 


Metal,  engineering  ajnd  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  report  very  little  doing. 
Blacksmiths  report  business  as  fair. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  makers  report  business  as  fairly 
good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port business  as  fair. 

Transport. — Teamsters     report    business 
as  fair,  but  with  a  tendency  to  slacken. 
Unskilled   labour. — There   is   very    little 

demand  for  unskilled  labour,  the  work  on 
civic  improvements  having  nearly  ceased 
for  the  year. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

At  Ladysmith,  building  has  been  fairly 
active  during  the  month,  and  the  mines 
have  worked  steadily  during  the  month.  At 
Alberni  and  on  the  west  coast,  the  quartz 
mines  have  been  very  quiet  lately,  with  very 
little  work  going  on. 


THE  TRADES  AND  LABOUR  CONGRESS  OF  CANADA— EIGHTEENTH  ANNUAL 

CONVENTION. 


THE  eighteenth  annual  convention  of 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of 
Canada  was  held  in  the  Saengerbund  Hall, 
Berlin,  Ont.,  from  the  15th  to  the  19th  of 
September  inclusive.  The  attendance  of 
delegates  was  the  largest  recorded  in  the 
history  of  the  Congress,  which  dates  its  for- 
mation from  the  year  1873.  Credentials 
were  received  from  102  labour  organiza- 
tions, distributed  as  follows : — 18  Trade  and 
Labour  Councils,  10  Knights  of  Labour 
Assemblies,  6  Federal  Labour  Unions  and 
68  locals  of  International  and  National 
Unions.  Fraternal  delegates  were  also  pre- 
sent from  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bour, the  International  Journeymen  Tail- 
ohs'  Union  and  the  International  Associa- 
tions of  Machinists. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  Congress 
was  presided  over  by  Mr.  John  Luft,  pre- 
sident of  the  Twin  City  Trade  and  La- 
bour Council,  who,  on  behalf  of  organized 


labour,  extended  a  cordial  welcome  to  the 
delegates.  On  behalf  of  the  municipality, 
the  Acting  Mayor,  Dr.  Housberger,  greet- 
ed the  convention.  Short  addresses  were 
also  contributed  by  Mr.  Dennis  Driscoll  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  fraternal  delegate  from  the 
American  Federation  of  Labour,  and  Mr. 
John  A.  Flett,  of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  vice- 
president  of  the  Congress.  Mr.  Ralph 
Smith,  M.P.,  of  ISTanaimo,  B.C.,  president 
of  the  Congress,  replied  to  the  addresses  of 
welcome  expressing  the  desire  that  a  spirit 
of  charity  would  prevail  at  the  meetings, 
and  that  all  would  do  what  was  right  and 
best  in  the  interests  of  labour. 

Revision  of  the  Constitution. 

Upon  the  re-assembling  of  Congress  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  the  report  of 
the  Credential  Committee  was  presented, 
in  which  it  was  recommended  that,  as 
many  credentials  had  been  found  open  to 
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question,  the  president  should  appoint  a 
special  committee  to  suggest  certain  am- 
endments necessary  to  the  constitution.  An 
effort  was  made  to  have  the  report  amend- 
ed so  as  to  exclude  the  delegates  from  the 
Central  Trades  Council  and  the  local  cigar- 
makers'  unions  of  Montreal.  This,  how- 
ever, was  ruled  out  and  the  committee's  re- 
port was  adopted.  The  Credential  Com- 
mittee was  then  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent as  a  special  committee  to  submit 
amendments  to  the  constitution.  The  com- 
mittee was  made  up  of  the  following  mem- 
bers : — Messrs.  Hugh  Stevenson,  Toronto  ; 
J.  T.  Marks,  London  ;  J.  S.  Fitzpatrick, 
Montreal  ;  A.  M.  Gossell,  Winnipeg  ;  J.  A. 
Rodier,  Montreal  ;  C.  S.  O.  Boudreault,  Ot- 
tawa ;  J.  H.  Huddlestone,  Toronto,  and  F. 
X.  Boileau,  Quebec. 

Exclusion  of  Knights  of  Labour. 

The  committee's  report,  as  finally  adopt- 
ed by  the  Congress,  excluded  all  assemblies 
of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  and  Central  La- 
bour Unions,  provided  against  the  recogni- 
tion of  any  national  unions  where  inter- 
nationals of  the  same  craft  existed,  and 
found  against  the  practice  of  having  more 
than  one  central  body  in  any  one  locality. 
A  section  was  added  to  Article  II.  of  the 
constitution  providing  that  a  credential 
committee  of  three  duly  accredited  dele- 
gates be  appointed  by  the  executive  to  meet 
one  day  previous  to  the  meeting  of  Con- 
gress to  examine  and  report  on  credentials. 

Other  Revisions. 

Article  IV.  (Revenue)  was  amended  so 
as  to  increase  the  per  capita  tax  for  Trade 
and  Labour  Councils)  to  25  cents  per  year, 
and  of  trades  unions  to  12  cents. 

Article  V.  (Officers)  was  amended  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  executive  committee 
consist  of  the  president,  vice-president,  sec- 
retary, treasurer  and  the  vice-president  of 
each  province.  A  section  was  added  to  this 
article  declaring  in  favour  of  the  Hare- 
Spence  system  of  voting  in  all  elections  of 
officers. 


A  section  was  added  to  Article  VI  (Du- 
ties of  officers)  giving  the  executive  power 
to  use  the  funds  of  the  Congress  for  or- 
ganization purposes  in  Canada. 

On  the  question  of  granting  the  privil- 
eges of  the  Congress  to  fraternal  delegates 
from  international  unions,  it  was  decided 
to  extend  such  privileges  only  to  delegates 
from  the  American  Federation  of  Labour 
and  the  Trade  Congress  of  Great  Britain. 

The  committee  also  recommended  that, 
owing  to  the  complicated  situation  in  Mon- 
treal, the  present  Federated  Trades  Council 
be  recognized  as  the  central  labour  body  of 
that  city,  and  that  it  be  an  instruction  from 
this  Congress  that  it  take  a  charter  from 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada 
under  the  name  of  the  Montreal  Trades 
and  Labour  Council,  believing  that  this 
change  would  be  conducive  to  the  re-estab- 
lishment of  peace  among  the  labour  organ- 
izations of  that  metropolis. 

The  operation  of  these  amendments  was 
recommended  to  take  effect  on  January  1, 
1903. 

The  discussion  on  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  engaged  in  by  a  large  number 
of  delegates  and  extended  over  most  of 
one  day's  session.  On  the  clause  exclud- 
ing assemblies  of  the  Knight's  of  Labour 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  showing  73 
in  favour  of  exclusion  and  43  against. 

Jurisdiction  of  the  Congress. 

Subsequent  to  the  passing  of  the  above 
amendments  to  the  constitution  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  dealing  with  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Congress  was  adopted  : 

That  as  the  Congress  had  placed  itself  square- 
ly in  accord  with  the  principles  of  international 
trade  unionism,  and  as  such  action  will  entail 
the  loss  of  certain  revenues  from  former  affili- 
ated bodies,  owing  to  the  change  in  the  consti- 
tution, it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Congress  that, 
being  the  national  organization  of  labour  in  the 
Dominion,  all  federal  labour  unions  and  central 
labour  councils  in  Canada  should  be  under  the 
jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  Congress,  and 
the  incoming  executive  is  hereby  instructed  to 
make  such  arrangements  with  the  American 
Federation  of  Labour,  looking  to  the  consum- 
mation of  this  object,  as  in  the  opinion  of  this 
Congress  the  existence  of  dual  federal  labour 
unions  holding  charters  from  the  Congress  and 
the  American  Federation  of  Labour  is  not  con- 
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ducive    to   the   solidity   and   effectiveness   of   the 
labour  movement   in   Canada. 

Committees  Appointed. 

The  President  appointed  the  usual  com- 
mittees^ the  two  most  important  being 
those  on  Standing  Orders  and  Resolutions 
and  on  the  President's  Address,  and  Ex- 
ecutive Committee's  Reports.  After  the 
appointment  of  the  committees  the  Presi- 
dent delivered  his  annual  address. 

The  delegates  appointed  members  of  the 
committees  were  as  follows  — 

Committee  on  Standing  Orders  and  Re- 
solutions : — Messrs.  Robt.  Glockling,  To- 
ronto ;  Thos.  O'Dowd,  Hamilton  ;  Thos. 
Keilty,  Brockville  ;  J.  D.  McMven,  Vic- 
toria ;  A.  G.  Cowley,  Winnipeg  ;  Harvey 
Hall,  Toronto  ;  T.  J.  Griffiths,  Montreal  ; 
H.  Paquin,  Montreal  ;  Ed.  Little,  Quebec  ; 
H.  Obermeyer,  Hamilton  ;  Samuel  Moore, 
Toronto  ;  V.  H.  Annable,  Ottawa,  and 
John  Luft,  Berlin. 

Committee  on  President's  Address  and 
Executive  Committee's  Reports  : — Messrs. 
J.  H.  Kennedy,  Toronto  ;  O.  R.  Wallace, 
Quelph  ;  A.  Verville,  Montreal  ;  F.  R. 
Mitchell,  St.  Thomas  ;  T.  W.  Proderick, 
Ottawa  ;  Rev.  C.  M.  Tait,  Duncans  ;  John 
W.  Sutherland,  Charlottetown  ;  R.  Toms, 
Winnipeg  ;  Peter  C.  Sharkey,  St.  John  ; 
Geo.  Levecque,  Quebec,  and  H.  Cairns,  Ot- 
tawa. „  f 

President's  Address. 

The  address  by  the  President,  Mr.  Ralph 
Smith,  M.P.,  was  asi  follows  : — 

Fellow  Workmen, — It  gives  me  much  plea- 
sure to  again  meet  the  representatives  of  the 
several  labour  organizations  of  this  broad  Do- 
minion at  this,  the  eighteenth  annual  session  of 
Congress.  This  is,  in  every  respect,  the  most 
important  session  in  the  history  of  this  Con- 
gress. There  is  by  far  a  larger  number  of  dele- 
gates at  this  session  than  at  any  previous  one. 
There  are  also  many  more  unions  connected  and 
represented  at  the  Congress,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence a  very  large  increase  in  the  yearly  rev- 
enue. All  this  is  an  indication  of  the  rapid  pro- 
gress that  is  being  made  with  the  organization 
of  trade  unions,  especially  with  regard  to  the 
political  aspect  of  the  question,  when  we  con- 
sider that  the  Congress  is,  up  to  the  present 
time,   entirely  a  legislative  body. 

I  cannot  let  this  opportunity  pass  without 
making  very  special  reference  to  the  energetic, 
enterprising  and  intelligent  work  of  the  present 


secretary  of  the  Congress — Mr.  P.  M.  Draper. 
Since  he  took  office  it  must  be  clear  to  the 
most  prejudiced  mind  that  the  present  improved 
condition  of  this  body  is  almost  entirely  due 
to  this  gentleman.  In  the  two  years  he  has  been 
in  office  he  has  doubled  the  revenue  through 
the  energetic  representation  of  the  work  and 
importance  of  the  Congress  to  the  several  trade 
unions  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  He  has  also 
provided  a  complete  set  of  books  of  the  Con- 
gress. He  has  practically  furnished  an  office, 
has  placed  the  business  of  the  Congress  before 
each  session  in  such  a  plain  and  intelligent 
manner,  that  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  mem- 
ber of  this  session  that  the  very  best  man  that 
could  have  been  found  in  the  ranks  of  labour 
for  this  position  is  undoubtedly  the  present 
secretary — Mr.  Draper.  We  have  to-day  before 
us  a  foundation  of  what  is  destined  to  become 
the  great  National  Federation  of  Canada.  To 
all  who  seriously  believe  in  the  importance  and 
the  power  of  trades  unionism,  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant state  of  affairs.  To  others,  reformers 
as  they  may  be,  who  believe  in  a  revolutionary 
principle,  it  is,  no  doubt,  a  source  of  regret  that 
this  body  is  becoming  such  an  important  factor 
in  the  country.  Against  trades  unionism  there 
ought  only  to  be  one  source  of  opposition  and 
that  only  would  be  organized  capital.  We  ex- 
pect such  opposition,  as  the  great  object  of 
trades  unionism  is  to  enforce  greater  considera- 
tion and  make  greater  demands  in  favour  of 
greater  rewards  for  our  labour.  As  trades 
unionists,  our  fundamental  grievance  is  against 
the  present  unjust  distribution  of  wealth  cre- 
ated by  the  workers,  and  one  would  naturally 
suppose  that  every  kind  of  reformer  would 
unite  on  the  principle  of  a  combination  of  work- 
ers in  demanding  a  better  share  of  the  wealth 
and  also  in  securing  statutory  laws  that  would 
ameliorate  conditions  in  favour  of  the  worker 
and  regulate  the  operations  of  capital  to  the 
same  end.  We  are  sorry,  however,  that  in  do- 
ing this  we  are  met  very  often  with  strong  op- 
position by  so-called  reformers.  I  have  just 
one  thing  to  say  against  any  persons  who  de- 
nounce the  usefulness  of  trade  unions  and  its 
leaders  and  that  is,  they  are  not  the  friends  of 
the  labouring  classes.  Trades  unionists  in  seek-  : 
ing  to  better  distribute  wealth,  desire  to  do  so 
without  impairing  energy.  They  seek  to  miti- 
gate the  struggle  of  life  and  yet  maintain  its 
progress.  They  try  to  make  people  more  happy, 
but  they  are  anxious  still  to  keep  them  free. 
These  are  our  aims,  and  we  intend  that  they 
your  committee.  They  had  also  been  appropri- 
tion,  for  we  are  convinced  that  the  operation 
of  intelligent  trades  unionism  will  ultimately 
accomplish  all  this.  The  seed  we  sow  to-day 
like  in  everything  else,  will  produce  a  bountiful 
harvest  to  be  reaped  in  some  measure  by  our- 
selves, but  the  larger  portion,  by  those  who 
come   after   us. 

The  results  of  our  work  during  the  year  are 
neither  as  extensive  nor  as  successful  as  we 
would  desire  them,  as  you  will  see  by  the  re- 
port of  your  executive  committee.  I  desire  to 
say,  however,  that  the  representations  made  to 
the  government  this  year  were  presented  and 
laid  before  them  in  a  more  systematic  and  in- 
telligent manner  than  ever  was  done  before. 
Every  province  in  the  Dominion  was  represent- 
ed by  that  delegation.  Every  resolution  had 
been  previously  considered  and  discussed  by 
your  committee.  They  had  also  been  appropri- 
ately arranged  and  printed  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  ministers  some  weeks  before  the 
interview,  and  I  am  certain  that  such  an  im- 
proved   presentment    of   your    business     made    a 
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lasting  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  ministers 
as  to  the  earnestness  of  the  officials  of  this 
Congress. 

At  the  past  session  of  the  Dominion  parlia- 
ment, Bills  of  great  importance  affecting  the  la- 
bour interests  of  Canada  were  introduced,  such 
as  '  An  Act  to  Further  Amend  the  Act  to  Re- 
strict the  Importation  and  Employment  of 
Aliens.'  I  frankly  admit  that  it  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult matter  to  get  the  government  to  agree  with 
our  views  on  this  question  as  I  do  not  believe 
they  have  any  sympathy  with  the  object  of  this 
Act.  This  Bill  did  not  reach  its  second  reading, 
but  will  be  re-introduced  next  session.  A  Bill 
was  also  introduced  as  an  '  Act  to  Amend  the 
Conciliation  Act.'  All  the  amendments  in  rela- 
tion to  those  Acts  are  outlined  in  the  executive 
committee's  report.  This  Bill  also,  like  a 
large  number  of  other  public  Bills,  was  not 
reached,  but  will  be  re-introduced  next  session. 
Another  Bill  was  presented  as  '  An  Act  to 
amend  the  Railway  Act  '  so  as  to  promote  the 
safety  of  employees  on  railways.  I  myself  in- 
troduced this  Bill  at  the  special  request  of  the 
parliamentary  representative  of  the  railway 
men.  This  Bill  also  failed  in  being  reached 
during  the  session,  but  will  be  re-introduced, 
in  my  opinion  with  every  prospect  of  success, 
at  the  next  session  of  parliament.  A  Bill  of 
importance  for  the  '  Settlement  of  Railway  La- 
bour Disputes  '  was  presented  by  the  Minister 
of  Labour.  The  Bill  was  read  a  first  time  and 
discussed.  The  Bill  was  also  printed  with  the 
debate  that  took  place  upon  it,  the  intention 
of  the  minister  being  to  circulate  the  Bill 
amongst  the  workmen  affected  by  it  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  principle  of  compulsory 
arbitration  discussed  by  the  labour  unions  all 
over  the  country.  I  notice  by  reports  that  the 
railwaymens'  unions  have  unanimously  disap- 
proved of  the  Bill.  They  have  gone  farther  than 
that,  and  have  manifested  their  disapproval  of 
any  principle  of  compulsory  arbitration.  When 
we  remember  that  a  large  number  of  the 
unions  in  the  country,  including  the*  Trades  and 
Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  have  in  their  plat- 
forms provisions  in  favour  of  such  measures,  it 
is  important  that  a  very  full  explanation 
should  be  made  to  the  government  by  the 
railway  men  as  to  their  reasons  for  such  ob- 
jection, the  intention  of  the  government  being 
entirely  a  desire  to  know  just  what  opinion  the 
labour  unions  held  on  this  question  and  why 
they  held  them.  Such  explanation  of  course 
may  have  been  provided  by  the  men  affected  by 
the  operation  of  this  Bill.  It  was  a  wise  thing, 
however,  for  the  government  to  make  the  ex- 
periment in  this  way,  and  now  I  think  it  is 
absolutely  important  that  this  Congress  should 
express  itself  very  plainly  on  this  question  in 
order  that  the  strongest  possible  reason  may  be 
given  to  the  minister  for  or  against  the  Bill. 
There  were  other  public  Bills  of  importance  in- 
troduced during  the  session  affecting  the  inter- 
ests of  labour,  but  it  is  necessary  to  point  out 
that  as  the  session  was  intended  to  be  a  short 
one  on  account  of  the  coronation,  none  of  the 
public  Bills  ever  went  through  the  House  at  all. 

On  the  question  of  Oriental  immigration,  the 
report  of  the  Royal  Commission  was  submitted 
to  the  House  during  the  session  and  ordered  to 
be  printed.  This  report  was  dealt  with  very 
fully  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  The  British 
Columbia  members  unitedly  met  the  Premier 
afterwards,  and  urged  upon  him  the  importance 
of  taking  immediate  steps  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion. His  answer  was  that  a  Royal  Commission 
at  a  great  cost  to  the  country  had  just  reported 
to  the  House,  which  report  was  not  then  print- 


ed, and  could  not  therefore  be  in  the  hands  of 
the  members  to  receive  their  due  consideration 
in  time  for  them  to  give  a  definite  and  final 
opinion  on  that  question  during  that  session. 
He  considered  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  members  to  have  an  opportunity  of  studying 
the  question  from  the  report  of  the  -commission, 
which  would  be  especially  instructive  to  the 
people  of  the  east,  who  did  not  understand  the 
question  as  the  people  did  in  the  west.  I  must, 
however,  admit  that  considering  the  agitation 
and  the  efforts  put  forth  by  the  people  of  the 
province  of  British  Columbia  especially,  by  pe- 
tition and  by  provincial  statute,  that  the  people 
of  British  Columbia  are  unjustly  treated,  and 
so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  the  next  session  of 
parliament  will  have  to  settle  this  matter  once 
for  all. 

Another  matter  of  great  importance  was  the 
decision  of  Privy  Council  of  England  on  the  Taff 
Vale  Railway  case  affecting  the  standing  and 
the  supposed  jurisdiction  of  the  trades  unions 
of  the  British  Empire.  Judges  had  laid  down 
principles  of  law  which  might  and  certainly 
would  be  applied  in  a  manner  very  adverse  to 
the  legitimate  interests  of  trade  unions.  Of 
course  the  blows  which  would  follow  the  laying 
down  of  those  principles  had  not  yet  been 
struck. 

This  decision  made  the  trades  unions  subject 
to  actions  by  employers  and  placed  the  funds 
of  the  unions  in  a  very  dangerous  position, 
especially  if  those  actions  came  before  special 
juries  which  were  selected  from  a  class  of  the 
community  higher  than  the  class  from  which 
the  common  juries  were  selected.  The  Trades 
Union  Act  never  intended  unions  to  be  sued  as 
unions.  The  reason  why  the  British  parliament 
did  not  intend  trades  unions  to  be  made  sub- 
ject to  the  right  of  action  against  them  was 
because  parliament  did  not  desire  to  make  the 
law  courts  a  battle  ground  for  contending  eco- 
nomic forces.  This  question  was  considered  by 
us  at  the  last  session,  and  a  Bill  will  be  intro- 
duced next  session  safe-guarding  interests  of 
trades  unions  against  the  results  of  such  decis- 
ion, as  a  Bill  has  been  already  put  through  the 
British  Columbia  legislature  on  the  same  lines. 

I  hope  the  deliberations  of  this  Congress  will 
serve  one  great  purpose,  and  that  is  to  so  unite 
the  trade  unions  of  this  country  under  the  au- 
thority of  this  Congress,  and  that  its  increased 
revenue  will  be  spent  during  the  coming  year 
for  organizing  purposes,  as  I  am  sure  the  one 
thing  necessary  to  teach  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try the  present  and  future  importance  of  the 
Congress  is  to  have  a  special  organizer  in  the 
field.  We  expect  dissension  by  those  who  have 
a  different  view  of  how  the  wrongs  of  the 
workers  are  to  be  righted,  but  we  are  fully  con- 
vinced that  this  opposition  to  trades  union  me- 
thods is  very  small  in  Canada.  At  any  rate, 
the  workers  who  refuse  to  utilize  the  present 
trades  union  machinery  are  very  few  compara- 
tively in  Canada  to-day,  but  if  the  importance 
of  this  national  body  is  to  be  known  to  the 
workers  of  Canada,  some  special  provision  must 
be  made  for  putting  a  paid  organizer  in  the 
field  at  once,  and  loyalty  on  the  part  of  every 
officer  must  be  manifested  in  favour  of  the  Con- 
gress as  against  any  other  institution.  A  great 
injury  is  being  done  by  the  cry  put  up  that  the 
Congress  is  run  by  '  party  politicians.'  This 
falsehood  we  have  good  reason  to  believe  is 
enunciated  by  professed  friends  of  the  Con- 
gress, and  is  one  of  those  calumnies  which  is 
doing  great  injury  to  the  Congress  amongst  the 
people  of  the  west,  where  its  work,  has  not  the 
same   opportunity   of  being    known.     It    is  well 
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known  that  this  Congress  is  composed  of  men 
with  different  shades  of  political  belief,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  any  man  a  member  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress  will  be  prepared  to 
prove  that  such  is  the  case.  Yet  there  are 
members  of  this  Congress  who  repeatedly  say 
that  it  is  so.  It  is  desirable — yea,  absolutely 
necessary — that  those  who  hold  these  opinions 
should  be  prepared  to  prove  them  on  the  floor 
of  this  Congress,  or  the  members  of  this  ses- 
sion should  stamp  out  once  and  for  all  any  of 
those  influences  present  in  this  organization 
who  use  this  cry  to  the  detriment  of  the  Con- 
gress if  they  refuse  to  take  the  straightforward 
course  of  trying  to  prove  the  truth  of  their 
statements.  I  hope  this  session  will  be  very 
emphatic  on  that  question,  and  that  after  this 
we  will  have  such  a  united  combination  of  Can- 
adian workmen  that  the  great  objects  intended 
to  be  accomplished  by  this  association  will  be 
achieved  more  easily  in  the  future  than  they 
have   been   in  the   past. 

I  hope  that  the  delegates  will  make  every 
effort  to  make  this  session  the  most  useful  and 
thereby  the  most  successful  that  has  ever  been 
held. 

The  Committee  on  President's  Address 
concurred  in  the  address  as  a  whole,  except 
the  latter  clause,  and  closed  the  report  as 
follows  : — '  Your  committee  strongly  re- 
commend concurrence  in  the  remarks  of 
the  president  in  condemnation  of  ground- 
less and  malicious  aspersions  cast  upon  the 
officers  and  members  of  this  Congress, 
either  by  members  of  this  Congress  or  by 
others  outside  of  it,  with  a  view  to  the  dis- 
couragement of  such  reprehensible  conduct 
which  is  always  injurious  to  the  cause  of 
organized  labour  as  well  as  unjust  to  those 
maligned.'     The  report  was  adopted. 

Charges  Against  Officers  and  Members. 

The  correspondence  which  passed  be- 
tween Secretary  Draper  of  the  Congress 
and  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  of 
Phoenix,  B.C.,  was  then  called  for  by  the 
President.  One  letter  stated  that  the  Phoe- 
nix Council  did  not  desire  affiliation  with 
the  Congress,  because  it  believed  that, 
as  at  present  constituted,  the  Congress  was 
rather  an  appendage  of  a  capitalistic  party 
than  a  body  devoted  to  the  advancement  of 
the  interests  of  the  working  people  of  Can- 
ada. This,  they  also  believed,  applied 
somewhat  largely  to  accredited  delegates, 
but  more  especially  to  the  executive  offi- 
cers and  leading  spirits  of  the  organization. 
The  President  replied  at  length  to  the  con- 
tents of  the  communication  from  Phoenix, 


B.C.,  and  on  the  conclusion  of  his  remarks 
it  was  decided  to  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  matter  and  re- 
port to  Congress.  The  committee  of  en- 
quiry appointed  was  as  follows  : — Messrs. 
J.  D.  McNiven,  Victoria  ;  J.  A.  Rodier, 
Montreal  ;  C.  S.  O.  Boudreault,  Ottawa  ; 
T.  J.  Griffiths,  Montreal,  and  D.  W.  Ken- 
nedy, Toronto. 

The  report  of  this  special  committee, 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Congress,  was 
in  effect  a  complete  exoneration  of  the  offi- 
cers and  members,  stating  that  in  the  belief 
of  the  committee  the  accusations  were  ab- 
solutely ridiculous,  most  unjustifiable  and 
palpably  untrue.  The  committee  was  of 
the  opinion  that  these  charges  or  asper- 
sions were  made  by  irresponsible  parties, 
unacquainted  with  the  facts,  and  desirous 
of  reaching  ends  other  than  the  welfare  of 
labour.  The  committee  recommended  that 
the  Congress  should  condemn  such  con- 
temptible charges. 

General  Executive  Committee's  Report. 

The  report  of  the  executive  committee 
covered  twenty-seven  pages  of  the  printed 
reports,  the  subject  matter  being  divided 
into  three  sections,  A,  B  and  C.  In  re- 
ference to  the  growth  and  extension  of 
trade  unionism  in  Canada,  it  was  stated 
that  progress  has  continued  steadily  during 
the  present  year,  and  although  the  advance- 
ment along  trade  lines  had  not  been  as 
rapid  as  the  steady  advances  made  in  in- 
dustrial development,  the  Canadian  trade 
union  movement  was  being  built  upon  a 
wise  and  solid  basis. 

Clause  A  dealt  with  the  policy  and  busi- 
ness operations  of  the  Congress  during  the 
year,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  printed 
matter  including  circulars,  pamphlets  and 
literature,  which  was  distributed  with  a 
view  of  securing  affiliation  from  organiza- 
tions still  unaffiliated. 

Clause  B  referred  to  Trade  and  Labour 
Councils  in  Canada,  and  their  relation  to 
the  Congress  as  a  national  legislative  body. 
The  executive  was  strongly  of  the  opinion 
that    each    and    every    council    in    Canada 
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should  be  chartered  by  the  Congress.     The  were  sought  by  the  Longshoremen's  Union, 

report  also  dealt  with  the  refusal  of  the  The   strike    of    the    Builders'    Labourers, 

Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Trades  and  Labour  which  continued  for  two  weeks,  was  ter- 

Council  (which  holds  a  charter  from  the  A.  minated  by  the  Master  Builders  giving  an 

F.  of  Labour)   to  accept  credentials  from  increase  of  from  14  to  17  cents  per  hour, 

delegates  of  Federal  Labour  Union  No.  10  Complaint  was  made  that  the  Provincial 

(chartered  by  the  Congress),  and  the  cor-  Legislature  had  not  yet  appointed  an  in- 

respondence  in  connection  therewith.  spector  to  see   that  the  provisions   of  the 

Clause  C  gave  an  account  of  the  inter-  Factory  Act  were  enforced.    Kef erence  was 

view    of   the    Trades    Congress    Executive  also  made^  to  ^he  earl.y  closing  law  passed 

with  the  Dominion  Government,  showing  b^  the  legislative  council, 

the  manner  in  which  the  different  matters  New   Brunswick. — The   report  from  the 

were  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Gov-  New  Brunswick  executive  showed  that  fif- 

ernment,  and  also  giving  the  replies  of  the  teen  unions  and  two  Trades  Councils  had 

Right  Honourable  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  and  been  formed  during  the  year.    Three  strikes 

Sir  William  Mulock,  Minister  of  Labour,  occurred    and     increases     in     wages    were 

The  report  also  referred  to  the  several  panted  to  workers  in  several  lines  of  in- 

bills   of   interest    to    labour    which    were  dustl^     A  Workmen's   Liability  Act  was 

brought    before    Parliament    last    session,  ^reduced  by  the  Provincial  Government, 

including   amendments   to   the   Alien   La-  but  final   action   was   deferred  until   next 

hour1  Act,  an  amendment  to  the  Concilia-  session. 

tion  Act,  and  an  amendment  to  the  Railway  Prince  Edward  Island.— The  report  of 
Act,  a  bill  re  settlement  of  railway  labour  the  executive  for  Prince  Edward  Island  re- 
disputes,  the  remuneration  of  letter  car-  ferred  to  the  work  of  labour  organization 
riers,  Chinese  and  Japanese  immigration  and  to  the  difficulty  alluded  to  in  the  Gen- 
into  the  province  of  British  Columbia,  and  eral  Executive  Committee's  report,  viz.,  the 
also  to  a  bill  having  for  its  purpose  the  refusal  of  the  representation  to  the  Fed- 
legalizing  of  union  labels.  eral  Labour  Union  No.   10,   in  the  Char- 

_,   r                        ,             ,           ,                ,  lottetown  Trades  and  Labour  Council. 

Keierence  was  also  made  to  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Ontario  Trades  Disputes  Act,  Quebec— The    executive    committee    of 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Ontario  Quebec  reported  that  they  were  unsuccess- 
Lee:islature  -^  ^n  getting  the  legislature  to  appoint  a 

scaffolding  inspector  or  to  secure  the  ad- 

For  a   report  of  this  interview  see  the  Qption  of  fl  bm  concerning  barbers.     The 

Labour  Gazette  for  April,  1902,  pages  590-  b;n  introdueed  b    the  Hon.  the  Minister  0f 

K  Q  K  — 

Labour  for  the  settlement  of  railway  la- 
Reports  of  Provincial  Executives.  bour   disPutes<   was    recommended    to    the 

Congress,  provided  its  provisions  were  ex- 
Reports  were  presented  from  each  pro-  tended  to  other  branches  of  trade.  The 
vince  in  the  Dominion  dealing  with,  a  va-  regulation  of  the  City  Council  of  Montreal 
riety  of  subjects,  some  of  which  were  of  fixing  the  minimum  wages  of  civic  em- 
immediate  local  concern.  ployees  at  $1.50  per  day  of  ten  hours  was 
Nova  Scotia.-Aftev  referring  to  the  reP°rted>  and  the  Congress  was  asked  to 
work  of  organization  among  wage  earners  recommend  that  the  provincial  government 
and  the  present  labour  outlook,  the  Nova  Pass  a  similar  law'  The  report  closed  Wlth 
Scotia  report  alluded  to  the  strike  of  the  a  reference  to  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Longshoremen  in  Halifax  last  spring  which  Montreal  City  Council  to  have  the  union 
was  settled  satisfactorily  to  both  parties  label  on  the  corporation's  printing, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  the  De-  Ontario. — The  Ontario  report  stated  that 
puty  Minister   of   Labour,   whose  services  labour  had  found  very  general  employment 
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at  increased  wages  and  decreased  working 
hours  during  the  past  year.  Some  eighty 
or  more  unions  had  been  organized  in  the 
province.  Reference  was  made  to  the  in- 
terview with  the  provincial  government  and 
to  the  eight  bills  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, viz.,  the  Temiskaming  and  Northern 
Railway  Bill,  the  bill  to  amend  the  statute 
law  respecting  holidays,  the  bill  amending 
the  Mechanics  and  Wage-earners  Lien  Act, 
the  bill  respecting  aid  to  certain  railways 
(providing  for  current  rates  of  wages),  the 
bill  respecting  electric  railways  (protection 
of  men  operating  cars),  the  bill  amending 
the  Ontario  Factories'  Act,  the  bill  amend- 
ing the  Street  Railway  Act  (providing  for 
fenders  on  motor  cars),  and  the  bill  amend- 
ing the  Act  respecting  councils  of  Concilia- 
tion and  Arbitration  for  the  settling  of  in- 
dustrial disputes. 

Manitoba. — Unprecedented  prosperity  in 
every  line  throughout  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories  was  reported  by  the 
executive  of  that  province.  Labour  has 
been  in  demand  and  prospects;  encouraging. 
Advances  in  wages  of  about  ten  per  cent 
have  taken  place,  but  living  expenses  have 
also  increased..  Many  of  the  advances  se- 
cured were  through  negotiation.  Consid- 
erable space  was  devoted  in  the  report  to 
the  strike  of  the  employees  of  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  Railway,  and  the  report 
points  out  that,  as  a  whole,  the  working 
people  of  Manitoba,  and  of  Winnipeg  in 
particular,  were  in  favour  of  the  compul- 
sory arbitration  of  labour  disputes.  The 
work  of  organization  had  been  actively  car- 
ried on  during  the  year. 

British  Columbia. — Work  was  reported 
by  the  executive  of  British  Columbia  as 
plentiful  and  the  outlook  for  organization 
as  never  better.  Reference  was  made  to 
the  passing  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Work- 
men's Compensation  Act,  an  Act  to  amend 
the  law  relating  to  trade  unions,  and  also 
to  the  Deception  of  Workmen  Act.  The 
Chinese  question  was  mentioned,  and  an 
extract  from  a  report  of  the  Trades  Coun- 
cil of  Vancouver  on  the  matter  submitted. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Draper}!  of  Ottawa,  fraternal 
delegate  to  the  21st  annual  convention  of 


the  American  Federation  of  Labour,  held 
at  Scranton,  Pa.,  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber last,  presented  a  review  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  body,  containing  much  in- 
teresting matter. 

Recommendation  of  Committee. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committees'  reports  suggested  that 
the  Nova  Scotia  executive  press  for  the 
appointment  of  a  factory  inspector.  The 
New_Brunswick  organizations  were  urged 
to  secure  the  passage  of  a  factory  Act  for 
that  province.  The  Congress  was  urged 
to  use  all  possible  means  to  have  Federal 
Union  No.  10,  of  Charlottetown,  given  a 
right  to  a  seat  in  the  Trades  Council  of 
that  city.  The  committee  reported  non- 
concurrence  in  that  clause  of  the  Quebec 
report  which  referred  to  ten  hours  as  a 
day's  work,  and  recommended  nine  hours. 
The  balance  of  the  reports  were  recom- 
mended to  be  concurred  in.  The  report 
was  adopted. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer's  Statement. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer's  annual  report 

showed  a  very  substantial  increase  in  the 

receipts  for  the  year,  the  total  revenue  for 

the  year  being  $1,933.51,  received  from  the 

following  sources  : — 

Per  capita  tax $1,362  01 

Supplies 1  50 

Charters 110  00 

Grants 360  00 

Advertisements 100  00 


$1,933  51 

The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  unions  affiliated  with  the  Congress,  to- 
gether with  the  number  of  members  and 
amount  paid  as  per  capita  tax,  according 
to  provinces  : — 




Number 
of 

I  'nions. 

Number 
of 
Mem- 
ber^ 

Amount 
paid. 

> 

British  Columbia  and  Mani- 
toba   

Ill 
36 

55 
3 
3 
4 

6,214 
3,993 

2.823 

233 

33 

169 

{    cts. 
711'  89 
30! »  '.'4 

382  86 

Nova  Scotia 

23  30 

Prince  Edward  Island 

New  Brunswick 

20  13 
24  00 

1,47 

212 

13,465 

OCTOBEK,    1902 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


235 


A  constant  correspondence  has  been  car- 
ried on  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
acquainting  the  Canadian  wage-earners  of 
the  existence  of  the  Congress.  To  this  the 
large  increase  in  membership  was  attribut- 
ed. There  were  nineteen  charters  issued 
during  the  year,  viz.,  six  in  Ontario,  four 
in  Quebec,  seven  in  British  Columbia  and 
two  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 

According  to  the  daily  record  there  was 
shown  to  be  a  very  large  increase  in  the 
work  of  the  secretary's  office,  the  number 
of  letters  and  other  documents  sent  out  by 
mail  being  17,717. 

The  report  of  the  secretary-treasurer  was 
audited  and  found  correct. 

Sabbath  Observance. 

A  deputation  of  clergymen  consisting  of 
Kevs.  Messrs.  W.  A.  Bradley,  J.  W.  J.  An- 
drew, A.  Y.  Haist,  P.  McEwan,  and  E.  P. 
Clement,  K.C.,  waited  upon  the  Congress 
in  connection  with  the  question  of  Sunday 
observance.  Rev.  Mr.  Bradley  acknowledg- 
ed the  assistance  received  from  labour  or- 
ganizations in  helping  to  secure  a  better 
observance  of  the  Lord's  day,  and  the  Lord's 
Day  Alliance  appreciated  this  assistance. 
The  alliance  protested  against  the  invasion 
of  the  Sabbath  by  companies  and  others. 
He  hoped  that  the  time  would  come  when 
only  five  days  would  be  worked  and  Sat- 
urday be  a  day  of!  recreation  and  Sunday 
a  day  of  absolute  rest. 

President  Smith,  in  thanking  the  dele- 
gation for  their  presence,  said  he  was  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement.  He  was 
opposed  to  work  of  any  nature  on  the 
Sabbath,  and  stood  for  the  absolute  discon- 
tinuance of  work  on  one  day  in  seven.  Dur- 
ing the  session  a  resolution  condemning 
Sunday  excursions  and  in  favour  of  a  Sat- 
urday half-holiday  was  adopted  by  the 
C 


ongress. 


Against  Compulsory  Arbitration. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  of  com- 
pulsory arbitration,  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  submitted  : — 


That  whereas   there   has  been   introduced  into   \ 
the    House    of    Commons    a    Bill    known    as    the 
Compulsory   Arbitration   Bill   for  the  Settlement 
of   Railway   Labour   Disputes,    and     whereas,     if 
enacted,  it  would  rob  the  railway  employees  of 
their  constitutional  rights,  destroy  their  organi- 
zations, and  place  them  absolutely  in  the  hands 
of  railway  companies,  at  the  same  time  depriv- 
ing them  of  that  citizenship  which  is  so  dearly 
prized  and  is  the  inherent  right  of  all  free  born 
British   subjects,    therefore,    be    it   resolved    that 
this  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  in  ' 
session    assembled,    does    hereby    disapprove    of 
the  said  Bill,  and  instructs  their  legislative  com- 
mittee to  use  every  effort  in  their  power  to  de- 
feat this  measure  ;   and   further  be   it   resolved,  : 
that  the  labour  organizations  of  the  entire  Do-  ; 
minion  be  instructed  to  use  every  effort  in  their 
power    to    assist    the     legislative     committee    in 
bringing   about   the   defeat   of  this   measure. 

This  resolution  brought  forth  considerable 
discussion,  and  various  views  were  expres- 
sed. The  resolution  was  finally  declared 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  78  to  12. 

Later  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress, 
and  after  the  above  resolution  was  adopt-  I 
ed,  a  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the 
*  Compulsory  Arbitration '  clause  in  the 
platform  of  principles.  This  was  amended 
by  substituting  the  word  i  voluntary '  for 
1  compulsory,'  and  as  amended  it  was  ad- 
opted. 

Provincial  Legislation  Desired. 

A  number  of  resolutions  seeking  legis- 
lation on  various  matters  were  adopted  by 
the  Congress.  The  first  of  these  was  as 
follows  : — 

That  whereas  the  judiciary  of  the  Dominion 
having  used  the  injunction  proceedings  with  a 
view  to  prohibiting  freedom  of  speech  and  so  as 
to  deny  to  the  workman  engaged  in  a  labour 
conflict  or  strike  the  exercise  of  his  constitu- 
tional rights  in  safeguarding  his  interests  from 
injury  or  hurt,  therefore  be  it  resolved  that  it 
be  an  instruction  to  the  incoming  executive  to 
take  the -necessary  steps  to  have  enacted  in  the 
various  provinces  an  Act  embodying  the  provis- 
ions of  Chapter  66  of  the  Statutes  of  British 
Columbia,  entitled:  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
relating   to   Trade  Unions. 

Another  resolution  which  is  to  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ments, asked  that  the  Congress  urgently 
request  the  passing  of  a  law  empowering 
municipalities  to  compel  street  railway 
companies  in  the  various  cities  of  the  Do- 
minion to  provide  a  passage  through  each 
open  car  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  con- 
ductors to  perform  their  duties  with  great- 
er safety. 
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The  provincial  legislatures  will  also  be 
asked  for  legislation  to  compel  the  removal 
of  old  paper  from  walls  before  new  paper 
is  put  on,  such  regulation  being  consid- 
ered necessary  in  the  interests  of  the  pub- 
lic. 

Suggested  Legislation  by  Dominion  Par- 
liament. 

It  was  recommended  that,  in  the  proposed 
amendments  to  the  Railway  Act  to  be  dis~ 
cussed  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  at  its 
next  session,  provisions  should  be  incor- 
porated to  compel  all  railway  companies  to 
provide  air  brakes  and  such  other  safety 
appliances  as  will  insure  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent the  lives  of  railway  men. 

As  the  increase  of  wages  granted  to  em- 
ployees on  the  Intercolonial  Railway  was 
not  considered  satisfactory,  it  was  decided 
to  have  the  matter  brought  before  Parlia- 
ment, as  was  also  decided  in  the  matter  of 
the  letter  carriers'  demand  for  increased 
pay. 

It  was  decided  to  ask  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment to  so  amend  or  administer  the 
fishery  laws  that  they  will  not  conflict  with 
the  Indian  modes  of  procuring  food  sup- 
plies. In  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  In- 
dians of  Cowichan,  B.C.,  it  was  resolved  to 
ask  the  Government  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion to  inquire  into  the  alleged  encroach- 
ments upon  their  territory. 

The  Dominion  Government  will  also  be 
asked  to  pay  the  employees  of  the  Govern- 
ment Printing  Bureau  for  holidays  on 
which  the  Government  departments  close. 

The  Factory  Acts. 

The  question  of  the  non-enforcement  of 
the  Factory  Act  in  Ontario  was  introduced 
through  a  resolution  which  instructed  the 
secretary  to  write  to  the  Premier  of  On- 
tario asking  for  a  more  rigid  enforcement, 
and  also  for  the  appointment  of  more  in- 
spectors. 

Complaint  having  been  made  that  the 
Factory  Act  of  Quebec  was  considered  un- 
satisfactory, the  executive  was  instructed 


to  endeavour  to  have  the  Act  amended  to 
meet  existing  conditions. 

The  Congress  also  decided, to  oppose  any 
suggestion  to  repeal  the  Manitoba  Factory 
Act. 

The  executive  was  instructed  to  ascer- 
tain the  legality  of  companies  retaining 
portions  of  wages  of  employees  for  alleged 
violations  of  factory  rules,  and  if  neces- 
sary to  endeavour  to  have  the  law  amended 
so  as  to  prohibit  the  practice. 

Against  Tariff  Increase. 

The  following  resolution  with  regard  to 
the  tariff  was  adopted  : — 

That  whereas  the  Manufacturers'  Association 
has  declared  its  intention  to  seek  an  increase  in 
the  tariff,  and  whereas  the  injury  and  oppres- 
sion of  industry  comes  not  from  the  various 
industries  offering  to  exchange  riches  for  riches, 
but  from  the  extortions  to  which  labour  is  sub- 
jected by  the  holders  of  the  land,  the  forests, 
the  mines  and  other  natural  opportunities, 
therefore  the  Congress  would  condemn  an  in- 
crease in  the  tariff,  and  would  urge  that  taxes 
be  removed  as  soon  as  possible  to  those  values 
which  now  enable  non-production  to  impoverish 
industry. 

Removal  of  Taxes. 

A  resolution  was  also  passed  favouring  the 
removal  of  taxes  from  improvements.  The 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions  re- 
commended that  the  Congress,  without  ex- 
pressing any  opinion  upon  the  economic 
principle,  affirm  the  principle  of  the  right 
of  any  municipality  to  determine  its  own 
system  of  taxation.  This  was  adopted,  as 
was  a  similar  resolution  favouring  the  sys- 
tem of  freedom  enjoyed  by  municipalities 
in  British  Columbia  and  ISTew  Zealand  in 
reference  to  the  taxation  of  improvements. 

Miscellaneous  Resolutions. 

Some  58  resolutions  were  presented  to 
the  Congress  and  acted  upon.  Several  of 
them  were  amended  by  the  Resolutions 
Committee,  while  others  were  dismissed  as 
being  of  a  purely  local  nature.  Resolu- 
tions in  regard  to  the  following,  amongst 
other  subjects,   were  adopted  : — 

Against  calling  out  the  militia  during 
strikes,  and  urging  members  of  organized 
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labour  to  abstain  from  joining  military 
organizations,  except  when  the  country  i* 
invaded. 


is 


The  Minister  of  Public  Works  to  be  in- 
formed that  certain  foremen  on  Govern- 
ment works  have  been  discharged  for  be- 
longing  to    international   unions. 

Urging  the  labour  organizations  to  write 
for  a  copy  of  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Oriental  immigration. 

Expressing  sympathy  with  the  Canadian 
Northern  Railway  strikers  in  Manitoba  ; 
also  with  the  coal  miners  in  the  United 
States  ;  as  well  as  with  the  striking  prin- 
ters, stove  mounters  and  carpet  weavers  in 
Toronto,  and  the  cigarmakers  in  Montreal. 

Endorsing  all  labels  of  international  and 
national  unions,  the  latter  only  where  no 
international  exists,  and  urging  that  re- 
newed efforts  be  made  to  have  union  labels 
legalized. 

In  favour  of  the  appointment  of  plumb- 
ing inspectors. 

Against  the  system  of  assisted  immigra- 
tion. 

Opposing  the  power  of  calling  out  the 
militia  during  strikes,  being  in  the  hands 
of  police  magistrates,  believing  that  such 
power  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Min- 
ister of  Militia. 

Against  property  qualification  for  office 
of   mayor    or   aldermen. 

In  favour  of  weekly  payment  of  wages 
to  Government  employees,  both  Federal  and 
Provincial. 

Against  the  present  house  leasing  system 
in  the  province  of  Quebec. 

Endorsing  the  action  of  the  striking  Ber- 
lin broom-makers,  who  are  about  to  open 
a  co-operative  factory,  and  opposing  con- 
vict made  brooms. 

Addresses  and  Banquet. 

Mr.  Driscoll,  the  fraternal  delegate  from 
the  American  Federation  of  Labour,  at  one 
of  the  sessions,  delivered  an  address  ex- 
tending greetings  and  giving  an  outline  of 


some  of  the  work  done  in  the  United  States 
by  the  different  labour  organizations.  On 
the  afternoon  of  the  concluding  day's  ses- 
sion Mr.  Driscoll  was  presented  with  a  dia- 
mond ring  on  behalf  of  the  delegates. 

On  the  invitation  of  the  Congress,  Mr. 
John  G.  O'Donoghue,  LL.B.,  of  Toronto, 
addressed  the  delegation  on  questions  of 
importance  to  the  wage-earners.  He  dealt 
with  the  legal  aspect  of  the  injunction,  the 
alien  labour  law  and  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion. 

On  the  evening  of  September  18,  a  ban- 
quet was  tendered  to  the  delegates  by  the 
Berlin  Trades  Council,  and  on  Friday  the 
19th,  a  ball  was  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Women's  Label  League. 

Officers  Elected. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  fol- 
lows : — 

President— J.   A.    Flett,   Hamilton,    Ont. 
Vice-president— J.  B.   Mack,   Montreal,   Que. 
Secretary -Treasurer— P.     M.     Draper,     Ottawa, 
Ont. 

Executive  of  British   Columbia — 

J.  B.  McNiven,  Victoria,  vice-president. 

T.    H.   Twigg,  Victoria. 

Geo.   Bartley,   Vancouver. 

J.  H.  Watson,  Vancouver. 
Executive  of  Manitoba — 

A.    W.    Puttee,   Winnipeg,   vice-president. 

Robt.    Toms,   Winnipeg. 

A.    M.   Gossell,    Winnipeg. 

A.  G.  Cowley,  Winnipeg. 
Executive  of  Ontario — 

Samuel    Moore,    Toronto,   vice-president. 

J.   T.   Marks,    London. 

H.  Obermeyer,  Hamilton. 

0.  R.   Wallace,  Guelph. 

Executive  of  Quebec — 
A.   Gariepy,    Montreal,   vice-president. 
J.  F.  O'Callaghan,  Montreal. 
A.   Matthew,   Montreal. 
J.   A.   Rodier,   Montreal. 

Executive  of  Nova  Scotia — 
D.   A.   Wilson,   Halifax,  vice-president. 
John   J.    Burns,  Halifax. 
P.   Ring,    Halifax. 
F.  W.  Smith,  Halifax. 

Executive  of  New  Brunswick — 
Peter   C.    Sharkey,    St.    John,  vice-president. 
W.  H.  Coates,  St.  John. 
H.  H.  James,  St.  John. 
Geo.   McQuarry,  Moncton. 

Executive  of  Prince  Edward  Island — 
John     W.     Sutherland,     Charlottetown,     vice- 
president. 
Geo.   W.   Worthy,   Charlottetown. 
Otto    N.    Baird,    Charlottetown. 
Geo.   W.   Snelgrove,  Charlottetown. 

Fraternal  Delegate — 
J.  H.   Kennedy,  Toronto,  Ont. 
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Brockville,  Ont.,  was  chosen  as  the  next 
place  of  meeting. 

Upon  Mr.  Ralph  Smith,  M.P.,  declining 
to  be  a  candidate  for  the  presidency,  he  was 
presented  with  an  address  expressing  the 
good-will  and  confidence  of  the  trade  union- 
ists of  Canada,  and  trusting  that  he  might 
long  be  spared  to  occupy  the  position  as 
a  leader  of  the  workingmen  of  Canada.  The 
address  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

NATIONAL   LABOUR   CONGRESS    OF 

CANADA. 


of  labour,  in  maintaining  a  superior  rather 
than  a  parallel  jurisdiction  in  its  relation 
to  the  Dominion  Congress.  The  new  Con- 
gress, as  its  name  implies,  is  to  be  distinct- 
ly Canadian.  A  constitution  and  by-laws 
were  adopted,  as  well  as  the  design  for 
the  badge  and  label  of  the  organization. 
The  executive  was  instructed  to  prepare 
charters,  &c,  for  the  use  of  the  society. 

The  officers  elected  were  : — 

Orner  Brunet,  Quebec  City,  Shoe  Workers, 
president. 

Isaac  H.  Sanderson,  Longshoremen,  Toronto, 
vice-president. 


rs.      rpn          i                  •           o      ,       i         -i  o  T.   J.    Griffiths,    Brass   Finishers'   International 

On   Thursday  evening,    September   18,   a  Union,    Montreal,    secretary-treasurer. 

new  organization,  to  be  known  as  the  Na-  F-  x-  Boileau,  Quebec,  vice-president  for  Que- 

tional  Trades,  and  Labour  Congress  of  Can-  committee-J.    H.    Dodd,    Montreal;   T.    Beau- 

ada,  was  formed  at  Berlin,  Ont.     The  for-  pre,  Montreal;  J.  A.  Langlois,  Quebec. 

>>            c    ,-l  •                            '      ••                    i  O.    Labelle,    Trenton,    vice-president   for     On- 

ma-tion  oi  this  new  organization  was  due  tario. 

in  part  to    the    action  of    the    Dominion  Executive     committee— T.      Garrett,     Charles 

m      i             t   t    i            r-i                   •             it  Couvrette,   Joseph   Jolien,   Hawkesbury. 
lrades  and  Labour  Congress  m  excluding 

the  assemblies  of  Knights  of  Labour  from  Quebec  City  was  decided  upon  as  the 
representation,  and  in  part  to  opposition  place  of  holding  the  meeting  of  the  Con- 
to  the  attitude  of  the  American  Federation  gress  in  September,  1903. 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  POSI- 
TION. 

II.— THE  PROVINCE  OF  QUEBEC. 

IN  the  September  number  of  the  Labour  list  embraces  all  organizations  formed  up  to 

Gazette  there  was  commenced  the  publi-  July  31,  1902,  of  which  the  department  has 

cation  of  a  series  of  descriptive  and  statis-  been  able  to  obtain  any  record  or  informa- 

tical  tables  illustrative  of  the  growth  and  tion,  and  the  table  as  it  stands    represents 

present  position  of  labour  organization  in  the  position  of  organization  at>  that  date. 

Canada.     The  tables  presented  with  that  The  material  has  been  so  arranged  as  to 

number  had  reference  to  labour  organiza-  show  at  a  glance  the  trades  organized,  the 

tion  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.     In  the  number  of  organizations  in  the  group  of 

present  number  the  series  is  continued  with  kindred  or  allied  trades  and  the  total  num- 

the  publication  of  tables  ilustrative  of  the  ber  of  organizations  in  each  locality.    The 

growth  and  present  position  of  labour  or-  localities  have  been  arranged  alphabetically 

ganization  in  the  province  of  Quebec*  so  as  to  admit  of  easy  and  immediate  re- 


The  Nature  of  the  Tables. 


terence. 


While  the  descriptive  table  is  intended 
In  a  descriptive  table  a  list  of  existing     to  show  the  present  position  of  labour  or- 


organizations  is  given  by  localities.     The 


*  The  reader  is  referred  to  the  article  on  La- 
bour Organization  in  the  September  number  of 
the  Gazette,  Vol.  Ill,  No.  3,  page  151,  for  parti- 
culars as  to  the  sources  from  which  the  infor- 
mation in  the  present  tables  are  drawn,  the 
method  of  presentation,  classification,  &c,  &c. 


ganization,  a  statistical  table  has  been  pre- 
pared with  a  view  of  illustrating  the  na- 
ture of  the  growth  of  labour  organization 
to  its  present  position.  The  classification 
has  been  so  arranged  as  to  illustrate  this 
growth  by  the  classes  of  trades  or  callings 
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organized.  The  years  in  which,  local  or- 
ganizations were  formed  are  given  and  by 
reference  to  the  group  of  trades  it  may  be 
seen  at  a  glance  how  many  were  formed  in 
each  particular  year,  and  at  what  periods 
organization  was  most  active.  The  table 
also  discloses  in  which  groups  of  trade,  or- 
ganization was  carried  on  most  extensively. 

Certain  Limitations. 


lier  date,  and  which  have  subsequently 
lapsed.  Furthermore,  in  both  statistical 
and  descriptive  tables  no  account  has  been 
taken  of  central  and  district  organizations, 
international  organizations,  or  general  as- 
semblies ;  local  unions  only  and  local  as- 
semblies of  the  Knights  of  Labour  having 
been  recorded. 

Extent  of  Organization. 


It  is  unfortunately  necessary  to  make  the  The  first  feature  of  importance  disclosed 

same  comment  in  regard  to  the  differences  in   the   descriptive   tables    relating   to   the 

in  the  descriptive  and  statistical  tables  of  province  of  Quebec  is  that  the  total  num- 

the  province  of  Quebec  as  was  made  in  re-  ber  of   organizations   in  that   province   at 

gard   to    similar    tables    prepared    for    the  the  end  of  July,  1902,  was  151,  being  13 

Maritime  Provinces.    In  preparing  its  ma-  more   than   the   total   number   of   existing 

terial  for  publication,  the  department  made  organizations   in   the   Maritime   Provinces 

every  effort  possible  to  have  its  information  at  the  same  date.     Most  noticeable  in  the 

complete  and  in  detail.     Notwithstanding  next   place   is   the   fact   that   of   the  total 

the  fact,  however,  that  some  organizations  number,  79,  or  over  one  half,  were  in  the 

were  appealed  to  several  times  for  returns  city  of  Montreal,  and  38  or  a  quarter  in  the 

giving  the  date  at  which  they  were  form-  city   of   Quebec.      These   two    cities   taken 

ed,  the  department  was  unable  to  receive  together,   have    117    or   over   three-fourths 

from  all  the  information  requested.    There  of  the  labour  organizations  of  the  province. 

is   accordingly   a   slight   difference   in   the  Of  the  other  cities  in  the  province  of  Que- 

figures  to  be  found  in  the  two  groups  of  bee,    St.    Hyacinthe   has   in   all   seven   or- 

tables,  the  descriptive  table  being  the  more  ganizations,    Sherbrooke    four,   and   Hull, 

complete.     It  is   believed  that  this   latter  one.     It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  lo- 

table  contains  mention  of  practically  every  calities  in  the  province  of   Quebec,   other 

local   organization   of    any   importance   in  than  the  cities   of  Montreal,   Quebec   and 

the  province  at  the  time  stated.    It  will  be  St.  Hyacinthe,  have  more  than  four  local 

seen,  however,  that  26  more  organizations  labour   organizations.      Sherbrooke,   as   al- 

are  given  in  the  descriptive  table  than  there  ready  mentioned,  has  this  number  and  the 

is  a  record  of  in  the  statistical  tables.    Not-  same  number  is  to  be  found  in  Richmond, 

withstanding  this  fact,  however,  the  gene-  Valleyfield  and  Farnham.     Levis  has  three 

ral  trend  of  organization  and  development  local  labour  organizations,  Richmond  and 

as  illustrated  in  the  statistical  tables  may  Sorel    two,     and    the   following   localities 

be  regarded  as  fairly  accurate,  and  the  in-  one  : — Audrey,    Hadlow,    Hull    and    Vau- 

completeness  of  detail  can  affect  but  little  dreuii.     Excepting   in    the    several   locali- 

the  correctness  of  any  generalizations  which  ties  here  mentioned  there  does  not  appear 

may  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  informa-  to   be   any   local    organization    among   the 


tion  recorded. 

It  must  also  be  remembered  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Quebec  tables,  as  was  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  tables  referring  to  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  that  the  information 
given  relates  only  to  organizations  exist- 
ing   on    July    31    of   the    present    year. 


workers  in  the  several  trades  and  callings 
of  the  province  of.  Quebec. 

Nature  of  Organization. 

Having  regard  in  the  next  place  to  the 
nature  of  organization,  it  will  be  seen  that 
in  the  province  of  Quebec  railway  organiza- 


No  attempt  has  been  made  to  record  or-     tion  has  been  by  far  more  extensive  than 
ganizations  which  were  formed  at  an  ear-     organization  in  any  other  class  of  employ- 
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LABOUR    ORGANIZATION  IN    CANADA— ITS    GROWTH    AND    PRESENT 

POSITION. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  ORGANIZED  LABOUR  IN  THE  PROVINCE 

OF  QUEBEC  ON  JULY  31,  1902. 


Locality. 


Quebec — 
Audrey. 


Far  n  ham. 


Hadlow 
Hull.     . 


Levis 


Montreal. 


'I 
I! 
II 
II 
It 
II 

II 
II 
II 
It 
tl 
II 
II 
It 

tl 
II 
II 
It 

II 
II 
II 
II 

It 

II 
II 
It 

II 


II 
II 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport ,      

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen , 

Railroad  trainmen 

Rail  way  toackmen .... 

Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Building  — 

Bricklayers 

Masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners.     

Painters  and  decorators .... 

Plasterers 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters.. . 

Stonecutters 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Iron  moulders. 

Coremakers 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Electrical  workers 

Brass  workers 

Boilermakers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Horseshoers 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Upholsterers 

Patternmakers    ....    

Coopers 

Printing    

Printers 

Pressman 

Stereotypers 

Bookbinders 

Photo  engravers 

Clothing  ...    

Tailors 

Garment  workers 

Hatmakers 

Boot  and  shoe  workers 

Food  preparation     

Bakers 

Tobaccos 

Cigarmakers 

•  Tobacco  workers 

Leather 

Saddlers 

Trunk  and  bag  makers . .". 


+j>  be 

IS 

1^ 

o  § 

V    - 

i.s 


1 

1 
1 

1 

1 
i 
1 

1 

l 


l 
l 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

i" 

l 

3 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 
1 
1 


2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 

3 

1 
5 


1 
1 

1 
1 


a 
o 
-(^ 

S3 
s: 


c3 
be 

o 

w     01 

0}  . — i 


1 

4 


l 

1 

"l 

"2 


8 


W 


4 


10 


j 


c8 

OS 

■g  g 

£  S 


eg 


+3 


4 
1 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality 


Quebec — Con. 
Montreal 


11 


Quebec 


it 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Fur 

Furriers,  fur,  fleshers 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers   

Locomotive  firemen 

Radroad  telegraphers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  switchmen 

Longshoremen 

Hackmen 

Glass  Manufacture.    .      

Glass  workers . 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Letter  carriers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  . . . 

Bartenders 

Theatre  Employees 

Theatrical  stage  employees 

Actors      

Barbers 

Barbers 

Launch' ii  Workers 

Laundry  workers 

Musicians 

Musicians 

Knights  of  Labour 

Knights  of  Labour 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Stone  cutters 

Builders'  labourers 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders   

Electrical  workers 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing 

Boot  and  shoe  workers 

Food  Preparation 

Bakers   

Tobacco 

Cigar  makers 

Leather  

Tanners  and  Curriers    

Fur 

Furriers,  fur  fleshers 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Railroad  conductors  ...  .    .  .  . 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Longshoremen 

Teamsters 

Employee*  of  Public  Authorities .    .  .  . 

Letter  carriers 

Barbei  s 

Barbers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 


m 

a 

o    . 
•_S  bo 

'fl'eS 

$P 

s-   u 

O  o 

O  T5 
0<   u 

S.a 

25 


1 
2 

1 
2 

2 

2 
1 

1 
1 

'2 

i 


1 
ii 


3 


1 
1 


1 

1 
1 
1 
2 

5 

1 


OS 


,c3 

bC 

S- 

o 

4;  1 — 1 

-SO 

£  a 
-j  •— 1 

25 


2 


2 
1 


1 
"2 


1 
1 

1 


11 
"4 


> 


1 
"l 
3 
"l 

"l 
'  1 
"l 

U 


1 
1 


£   • 

bet-, 
o§ 

£^ 

3    os 

\Z  s 

i^_0 

o  * 

Eh 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— -Con eluded. 


Locality. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Quebec — Con. 

Quebec 

Richmond 

u  

Riviere  du  Loup 

ii 
ti 

H 

St.  Hyacinthe  . . 
it 

ii  . . 

ii  .  . 

ii  . . 

ii  . 

Sherbrooke 

H  

Sorel 

ii     

Valleyfield 

ii  . .      . 

ii  

Vaudreuil 


Knights  of  Labour , 

Knights  of  Labour 

Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Clothing 

Boot  and  sh.je  workers 

Leather 

Tanners  and  curriers 

Barbers. .  . 

Barbers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Iron  moulders 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Tobacco  

Cigarmakers 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners. 

Transport 

Marine  engineers 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Barbers 

Barbers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 


CO 

g 

C      • 

•£  Sac 

O  o 

OT3 
U   e3 

■a* 


& 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  Quebec 


1 
1 


1 
1 
1 

1 


1 
3 

1 

i 
i 


i 
i 


i 
i 
i 
i 
l 
i 

*2 


CO 

a 

cS 
s: 

"3 

a 

bo 

u 

O 

<*— i    * 

O     CO 
J     CO 


3' 


7 
"2 


1 

3 

1 

"l 

"i 


1 
"1 
1 

"1 
'  1 
'  1 


s 
?*>>> 

OX 

■g  d 

d  * 

o  s 


38 

2 


4 


151 


ment.  Of  the  151  local  organizations  in 
the  province,  32,  or  a  little  over  one-fifth, 
belong  to  the  transport  group,  practically 
all  the  organizations  in  which  are  com- 
posed of  members  of  the  several  classes  of 
railway  employees.  In  this  respect  organ- 
ization in  the  province  of  Quebec  resem- 
bles that  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.  In 
another  respect,  also,  there  is  a  strong  re- 
semblance. Omitting  mention  of  organiza- 
tion among,  miners,  which  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces  exists   only   in   the  province  of 


Nova  Scotia,  and  constitutes  a  very  large 
part  of  the  existing  organizations  of  that 
province,  the  building  trades  are,  after 
transport,  the  most  largely  represented  of{ 
any  organized  groups  in  Quebec  and  thej 
Maritime  Provinces  alike.  In  Quebec  16 
of  the  existing  local  organizations  belong 
to  the  building  trades  group.  In  the  cloth- 
ing trades,  including  under  this  heading 
organizations  among  the  boot  and  shot 
workers,  and  in  the  metal,  engineering  anc 
ship-building  groups,  organization  in  Que 
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bee  has  been  almost  as  extensive,  there  be- 
ing fifteen  organizations  in  each  of  these 
respective  groups.  It  is  to  be  noted,  how- 
ever, that  in  regard  to  the  former  there  are 
as  many  as  10  local  organizations  in  the 
city  of  Montreal  alone,  5  being  local  or- 
ganizations of  boot  and  shoe  workers,  and 
3  separate  organizations  of  garment  work- 
ers, the  total  is  further  all  but  completed 
by  3  organizations  of  boot  and  shoe  work- 
ers in  the  city  of  Quebec.  Organization 
in  the  transport  trades,  in  the  building 
trades  and  in  the  metal  engineering  and 
ship-building  group,  is  more  generally  dis- 
tributed among  different  localities. 

Of  organization  in  other  trades  it  might 
be  mentioned  that  there  appeared  to  be  five 
local  organizations  among  the  barbers  dis- 
tributed in  different  localities  ;  seven 
among  the  printing  and  allied  trades,  six 
of  which  are  in  the  city  of  Montreal  ;  and 
five  in  the  wood-working  and  furniture 
trades,  four  of  which  are  in  Montreal. 

Organization  in  the  province  of  Quebec 
must  also  take  account  of  the  local  assem- 
blies of  the  Knights  of  Labour,  of  which 
there  were  thirteen  of  any  importance  on 
July  13.  Some  of  these  organizations 
include  in  their  membership  persons  of 
different  trades  and  callings,  other  are 
confined  pretty  largely  to  persons,  prac- 
tically all  of  whom  follow  particular 
trades.  In  the  classification  given  in  the 
tables  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  dis- 
criminate with  a  view  to  bringing  out 
these  distinctions  by  indicating  the  groups 
of  trades  to  which  any  of  these  organiza- 
tions may  be  assigned,  but  all  local  as- 
semblies of  the  Knights  of  Labour  have 
been  clasified  as  such.  < 

Of  the  remaining  groups  in  which  organ- 
ization exists  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
there  may  be  mentioned  the  following  in 
each  of  which  one,  two  or  three,  or  pos- 
sibly as  many  as  four  or  five  scattered 
organizations  exist:  food  preparation,  to- 
bacco, leather,  glass  manufacture,  laundry 
workers,   musicians,    hotel   and    restaurant 


employees,  employees  of  public  authorities, 
theatre  employees  and  general  labourers. 

Growth  of  Organization. 

Organization  in  the  province  of  Quebec 
dates  from  the  year  1844,  there  having  been 
formed  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  at  that 
date,  a  local  union  of  stonecutters,  belong- 
ing to  the  building  trades  group.  This  lo- 
cal union  has  had  a  continuous  existence 
ever  since  that  period.  This  is  twenty 
years  earlier  than  the  date  of  formation  of 
•the  earliest  formed  organization  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces.  It  was,  however,  1861 
and  1862  before  any  of  the  other  organiza- 
tions, which  still  exist  and  have  had  a  con- 
tinuous existence  from  the  date  of  their 
formation,  were  formed,  one  of  these  being 
in  the  metal,  engineering  and  ship-build- 
ing group  and  the  other  in  the  transport 
group.  To  this  latter  group  and  to  the 
printing  trades  was  confined  the  organiza- 
tion of  these  early  years.  Of  the  other 
organizations  formed  in  the  60's,  three  be- 
ing in  the  transport  group  in  the  years 
1865,  1867  and  1868  respectively,  and  one 
in  the  printing  group  in  the  year  1867. 

A  second  organization  in  the  printing 
group  was  formed  in  the  year  1870,  but 
there  was  no  further  organization  during 
that  decade  except  a  local  organization  in 
the  building  trades  in  the  last  year,  1879, 
and  one  among  the  workers  in  the  glass 
manufactory  in  the  same  year.  This  would 
make  a  total  at  the  beginning  of  1880  of 
ten  local  organizations,  which  have  had 
continuous  existence  since  then.  It  is  de- 
serving of  special  mention,  however,  that 
from  the  end  of  1870  to  1879  there  is  no 
record  of  any  organization  whatever.  It 
is  worthy  of  note  also  that  this  record  of 
organization  in  the  province  of  Quebec 
presents  an  exact  parallel  with  organiza- 
tion in  the  Maritime  Provinces,  there  not 
being  a  single  organization  recorded  in  the 
latter  provinces  during  the  same  period. 

During  the  80's  there  was  a  considerable 
amount  of  organization  in  the  transport 
group,  thirteen-  new  organizations  of  this 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA ,— 
Table  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  Labour 


Classified  group  of  Trades. 

Province. 

Year  in  which 

Metal,  engineering  and  ship  building ... 

Printing 

*Quftbfifi 

1860 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

1870 

71 

1 

1 

• 

1        ■  •  ■  ■ 

1 

1 

Clothing 

Tobacco 

Leather  

Glass  manufacture 

1 

1 

,, 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees   ...      ...    

Theatre  Employees 

Barbers    

Laundry  workers 

Musicians .... 

General  Labour. 

Knights  of  Labour 

(184 

Total   number   of  organizations   in  the 

4-1)                

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

2 

— 
1 

1 

~ ~ 

An  organization  was  formed  in  the  building  trades  in  1844  and  still  continues  in  existence. 


group  being  added.  During  the  same  pe- 
riod two  organizations  were  added  in  the 
building  trades,  one  in  the  wood-working 
and  furnishing  group,  one  in  the  clothing 
group,  one  among  tobacco  workers  and  one 
among  barbers.  It  was  during  this  decade 
also  that  the  Knights  of  Labour  Assemblies 
were  first  organized.  Altogether  23  organ- 
izations were  added  to  the  previously  ex- 
isting number. 

During   the    90's    organization    followed 
somewhat  more  rapidly  than    during    the 


previous  decade,  43  new  organizations  be- 
ing added.  Of  this  number  nine  were  in 
the  clothing  group,  five  in  the  metal,  en- 
gineering and  ship-building  group,  four  in 
the  transport  group,  three  in  the  wood- 
working and  furnishing  group,  two  among 
barbers,  four  among  general  labourers,  and 
six  were  local  assemblies  of  the  Knights 
of  Labour.  Of  other  trades  to  be  organ- 
ized for  the  first  time  were  one  organiza- 
tion of  theatre  employees,  and  one  organ- 
ization of  employees  of  public  authorities. 
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ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  POSITION.      Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 

■1  _,  _.  L.  O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  B.  No.  2. 

Organization  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 


• 

No.    in 
in   Pro- 

organizations  were  formed. 

o  tal 

group 

vince. 

P 

72 

i 
73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

\   1880  81 

i 
[82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

■  1890 

91 

92 

1 
93 

94 

95 

1 
96 

97 

98 

99 

1900 

01 

02 

1 

1 

i 

1 

] 

1 

1 

1 

. 

1 

3 

3 
6 

5 
1 

1 
2 

15 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

m 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 
1 

2 

2 

2 
1 

5 

6 

16 

2 

1 

1 

1 
2 

1 

1 
1 

4 
4 

2 

4 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

27 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

■  ■ 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5 

1 

.. 

i 
1 

• 

■• 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

.... 

1 

5 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 
2 

2 

2; 

2 

1 

7 

3 
6 

o 
O 

I 

1 

2 

1 
4 

3 

1 

i 
3 

15 

2 

20 

1 
12 

13 

2 

i 

I 

2 

4 

17 

125 

Specially  noteworthy  is  the  fact  that  of 
the  total  number  forty-nine  existing  or- 
ganizations out  of  the  125  concerning  the 
dates  of  formation  of  which  the  department 
has  a  record,  were  formed  during  the  pre- 
sent decade,  17  in  the  year  1900,  20  in  1901, 
and  12  up  to  the  end  of  July  of  the  present 
year.  Noting  that  there  were  fifteen  or- 
ganizations formed  in  the  year  1899,  the 
figures  would  indicate  a  progressive  de- 
velopment of  organization  during  the  last 
four  years,  accounting  for  nearly  one  half 


of  the  total  existing  number  of  organiza- 
tions in  the  province  of  Quebec.  In  this 
particular  also  organization  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec  resembles  closely  the  de- 
velopment of  organization  in  the  Maritime 
Provinces. 

General  Review. 

Briefly  reviewing  the  nature  of  the  devel- 
opment of  organization  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  it  would  appear  that  during  the 
sixties  organization  had  become  known  by 
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the  formation  of  four  local  organizations 
in  the  transport,  and  one  local  organ- 
ization in  each  of  the  printing,  metal,  en- 
gineering and  ship-building,  and  building 
groups,  the  organization  in  the  latter  group 
however,  having  been  in  existence  since 
1844.  During  the  seventies  there  was.no 
organization  whatever,  except  in  the  first 
and  last  years  of  the  decade,  the  two  years 
together  acounting  in  all  for  but  three  or- 
ganizations. During  the  eighties  consid- 
erable progress  was  made  in  organization 
in  the  transport  group,  the  Knights  of  La- 
bour commenced  organization,  and  one  or 
two  new  groups  were  represented  for  the 
first  time.  In  the  nineties  the  movement 
commenced  in  the  eighties  progressed  fav- 
ourably, new  groups  being  included  and  a 
few  local  organizations  being  added  in  al- 
ready existing  groups,  particularly  among 
the  boot  and  shoe  workers  and  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  other  branches  of  the  clothing 
trades.  The  last  year  of  the  decade  showed 
a  larger  representation  in  the  matter  of 
new  organizations  than  was  shown  for  the 
total  of  any  two  previous  years  taken  to- 
gether, a  representation  almost  equivalent 
to  the  total  organizations  of  the  five  years 


immediately  preceding.  With  the  nine- 
teen hundreds,  organization  commenced  on 
a  larger  scale,  both  as  to  the  number  of 
trades  and  callings  in  which  organization 
took  place,  and  the  number  of  organiza- 
tions formed  each  year. 

Having  regard  to  the  trades  as  a  whole, 
the  transport  group  gives  not  only  the 
largest  number  of  existing  organizations, 
but  discloses  a  more  steady  and  continuous 
development  than  is  to  be  found  in  any 
other  group.  The  building,  the  metal,  en- 
gineering and  ship-building,  and  the  print- 
ing groups  give  evidence  of  early  organiza- 
tion, and  during  late  years  a  fairly  con- 
tinuous organization,  while  among  other 
groups  conspicuous  for  more  complete  or- 
ganization of  late  years,  the  several  bran- 
ches of  the  clothing  trades  and  possibly 
also  the  barbers  are  deserving  of  special 
mention. 

Additional  Tables. 

Labour  organization  in  the  province  of 
Ontario  will  be  the  subject  of  the  next 
special  article  on  the  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  labour  organization  in  Canada, 
and  will  appear  in  next  month's  Gazette. 


ROYAL   COMMISSION   OF  INQUIRY   INTO   CONDITIONS  IN  THE   TOBACCO 

TRADE  IN  CANADA. 


r^  AELY  in  the  spring  season  of  the  pre- 
j  sent  year  the  attention  of  the  Domin- 
ion Government  was  drawn  to  certain  con- 
ditions alleged  to  be  existing  in  the  tobacco 
trade  of  Canada,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
a  number  of  the  leading  Canadian  manu- 
facturers, constituted  a  serious  menace  to 
the  future  prosperity  of  that  branch  of  in- 
dustry. Briefly  stated,  the  particular  mat- 
ter concerning  which  the  manufacturers 
in  question  complained,  was  the  alleged  re- 
fusal of  the  American  Tobacco  Company 
to  sell  certain  of  its  lines  to  Canadian  re- 
tail dealers  unless  the  dealers  in  question 
purchased  their  supply  of  native  tobacco 
from  the-  trust's  Canadian  factory,  the 
trust  having  recently  obtained  control  of 
a  factory  in   Canada.     As  the  lines  with 


regard  to  which  this  alleged  discrimination 
was  reported  are  among  the  most  popular 
in  the  trade,  the  action  of  the  American 
company,  it  was  pointed  out,  was  calcu- 
lated to  result  most  seriously. 

Appointment  of  a  Commissioner. 

On  these  facts  being  brought  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  Government,  a  commissioner 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  conditions 
existing  in  the  tobacco  trade,  and  in  a 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Privy 
Council  approved  by  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  General  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1902. 
ratifying  the  appointment,  further  de- 
tails were  given  as  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Government  based  its  action  in 
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this  connection.     Under  the  operation   of  above  described.     Aa  stated  by  His  Hon- 

existing  laws,  it  is  admitted,  the  growth  our   in   his   opening   address    at   Windsor, 

and  manufacture  of  Canadian  tobacco  has  Ont.,    the    object  of    the    commission    was 

largely  increased.     The  exclusive  contract  to    inquire  into  the  legal    aspects    of    the 

system,  however,  adopted  by  the  American  situation,    and     to    report     whether  such 

Tobacco  Company  and  the  Empire  Tobac-  a     commission     exists    or    not,     and     in- 

co  Company  of  Canada,  which  is  said  to  cidentally   to    discover   the   effect,   if   any, 

be  controlled  by  the  first  named  company,  of  the  alleged  conditions  upon  the  tobacco 

has  had,  it  is  alleged,  the  undoubted  effect  growing  industry  of   Canada.     The  Com- 

of   shutting   out  the   proprietors    of   other  missioner  was  given  power  to  summon  be- 

Canadian  factories  from  the  home  market,  fore  him  any  witnesses,  and  to  require  them 

thus   tending   to   create   a   monopoly,   and  to  give  evidence  on  oath,  orally  or  in  writ- 

seriously   affecting  the   interests   not   only  ing,   and  to  produce  such  documents   and 

of  the  manufacturers,  but  also  the  growers  things    as   the    commissioner   might   deem 

of  tobacco,  inasmuch  as  the  closing  of  most  requisite  to  the  full  investigation  into  the 

of  the  factories  now  using  Canadian  tobac-  matters  into  which  he  was  appointed  to  in- 

co  would  leave  only  one  buyer  for  the  ar-  quire, 
tide.    The  exclusive  contract  system  above 

referred  to,  stated  briefly,  consists  in  an  SlttinSs  of  Commissioner. 

agreement   on   the   part   of  the   American  During  the  past  month  the  process   of 

company  to  pay  eight  per  cent  commission  active  inquiry  was  begun  by  His  Honour 

if  its  goods  are  handled   exclusively,   but  in  a  seSsion  held  at  Windsor,  Ont.,  on  the 

only  two  per  cent  commission  if  the  goods  September   8,    and   succeeding   days.    Sub- 

of  other  manufacturers   are  also  handled,  sequently  the  place  of  inquiry  was  chang- 

and,  on  the1  part  of  the  Empire  company,  ed    to    London,    Hamilton    and    Toronto, 

an   agreement  to   allow    a    rebate   of   five  at  an  of  which  places  evidence  of  a  most 

cents  per  pound  on  its  manufactured  to-  interesting   and   important    character   was 

bacco  if  the  dealer  handles  no  such  tobacco  adduced, 
other  than  brands  made  by  the  company. 

_      .         ..                                        _      .  Without  attempting  to  give  a  full  report 

In  the  opinion  oi  the  Minister  of  Justice,  ^   ,-,                  -,.         ,    £         ,-,                 .     . 

.       .             .  .                    -                     .   '  oi  the  proceedings  beiore  the  commission, 

the  mischiefs  arising   and   likely  to   arise  4i  „  <•  it             i    •    t-        •                 i                -,    -, 

&                     J  the  iollowmg  bnei  review  may  be  regarded 

from  the  system  referred  to,  were  of  sufii-  „„   „«„+„•    •            ™       j?  4.x,                 t     j-      x 

J                              '  as  containing  some  oi  the  main  facta   of 

cient  gravity  to   warrant  the  undertaking  ^     evidence 
of  an  investigation  under  the  authority  of 

His  Excellency,  especially  as  the  provis-  The  Windsor  Session, 
ions  of  the  Criminal  Code  against  combina- 
tions in  restraint  of  trade,  were  insuffi-  A*  the  inquiry  at  Windsor  on  the  after- 
cient  to  impeach  these  practices,  and  in  n°on  of  September  8,  three  witnesses 
view  also  of  the  action  of  the  Common-  were  produced  and  examined,  the  interests 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  by  which,  accord-  of  both  parties  being  represented  by  coun- 
ing  to  the  statements  of  the  Canadian  sel.  The  testimony  for  the  most  part  re- 
manufacturers,  a  similar  monopoly  which  lated  rather  to  the  condition  of  the  tobac- 
the  American  Tobacco  Company  had  at-  co  industry  in  Essex  County  than  to  the 
tempted  to  establish  in  that  State,  was  de-  question  of  the  alleged  combine.  Essex 
stroyed.  His  Honour  Judge  MacTavish,  farmers,  it  was  stated,  will  raise  this  year 
of  the  County  Court  of  the  County  of  Car-  about  2,500,000  pounds  of  tobacco,  all  of 
leton,  was  in  pursuance  of  this  determina-  which  will  reach  a  ready  sale  at  prices 
tion,  selected  to  investigate  the  matters  in  fully  50  per  cent  above  those  of  the  years 
question,  and  also  to  enquire  as  to  the  ex-  1895  and  1896,  when  4,000,000  pounds  were 
istence  or  prevalence  in  Canada  of  meth-  harvested,  and  when  losses  were  very  pre- 
ods  of  conducting  business  similar  to  those  valent  by  reason  of  over  production  and  the 
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low  price  offered  by  manufacturers  for  the 
raw  leaf.  With  the  improvement  in  dry- 
ing1 and  curing  machinery  and  the  better 
regulation  of  production,  tobacco  is  now 
regarded  as  one  of  the  staple  products  of 
the  Essex  farmer. 

The  Empire  Company's  Contract. 

It  was  at  the  Windsor  session,  however, 
that  the  most  important  single  item  of  evi- 
dence was  produced  before  the  commission, 
viz.,  a  copy  of  the  form  of  contract  or  ag- 
reement which  the  American  Tobacco  Com- 
pany and  the  Empire  Tobacco  Company 
require  all  dealers,  both  wholesale  and 
retail,  to  sign  before  permission  is  grant- 
ed to  handle  any  of  their  goods.  This  evi- 
dence was  introduced  by  the,  counsel  for 
the  Ontario  tobacco  manufacturers.  The 
contract  is  in  two  forms,  one  under  the 
heading*  of  the  American  Tobacco  Com- 
pany, and  dated  Montreal,  Nov.  1,  1895, 
and  the  other  by  the  Empire  Tobacco  Com- 
pany, Limited,  of  Montreal,  and  without 
date.  The  latter  company's  contract,  the 
more  binding  of  the  two,  reads  as  follows  : 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  glad  to  sell  our  brands  of 
tobacco  to  you  upon  the  following  terms  and 
conditions,   viz.: — 

(1.)  All  tobaccos  which  we  may  sell  to  you, 
you  are  to  sell  to  the  retail  trade  only  for  re- 
tail purposes;  your  are  to  sell  none  to  other 
than  retail  dealers,  except  by  our  written  per- 
mission. 

(2.)  You  shall  at  all  times  sell  our  tobaccos 
at  such  prices  only  as  we  may  fix  in  selling  lists 
sent  to  you. 

(3.)  The  cost  of  freight  from  our  factories  is 
to  be  paid  by  us,  but  you  will  pay  the  cost  of 
freight  to  your  customers.  You  will,  however, 
prepay  freight  to  competing  points,  but  to 
those  points  only. 

(4.)  If  you  handle  no  manufactured  tobacco 
made  from  Canadian  leaf  or  made  from  a  com- 
bination of  Canadian  and  foreign  leaf,  except- 
ing the  brands  made  by  us,  and  if  you  in  all 
respects  comply  with  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  this  agreement,  we  will  pay  you  a  rebate  of 
five  cents  a   pound. 

(5.)  Settlements  and  payments  of  rebates  are 
to  be  made  as  follows: — Once  every  30  days, 
commencing  60  days  from  the  first  day  of  the 
month  by  which  this  agreement  is  put  in  force, 
provided   such  shipments   have   been   paid   for. 

(6.)  All  obligations  upon  our  part  to  pay  you 
any  rebate  for  the  sale  of  our  tobaccos  which 
we  may  sell  you  are  and  shall  be  dependent 
upon  your  strict  compliance  with  the  agreements 
herein  contained,  and  especially  that  you  will 
not  sell  any  of  our  tobacco  for  a  less  price  or 
upon  different  terms  than  those  fixed  on  our 
selling  lists  sent  to  you.  If  you  should  sell  or 
dispose  of  any  of  our  tobaccos  at  less  than  such 
prices,    or  on   different   terms,   you   shall    forfeit 


all  right  to  the  payment  of  any  rebates  on  to- 
baccos which  you  have  previously  purchased, 
and  on  which  rebates  have  not  been  paid  you' 
such  forfeiture  to  be  determined  and  declared 
by  us  alone. 

(7.)  Payments  for  all  tobaccos  which  we  may 
sell  to  you  are  to  be  made  by  draft,  thirty 
days  net  from  the  date  of  shipment. 

(8.)  This  agreement  can  be  terminated  by 
each  party  at  any  time  by  giving  written  no- 
tice to   that  effect. 

(9.)  No  employee  of  this  company  has  any  au- 
thority whatever  to  change  or  modify  this 
agreement  or  any  circular,  letter  or  price  list 
of  this   company. 

(10.)  This  agreement  shall  take  effect  from  the 
date  hereof,  and  shall  supersede  all  agreements 
regarding  our  tobaccos  then  existing  between 
you   and  this   company. 

Your  agreement  in  writing  hereon  to  sell  our 
tobaccos  under  the  above  terms   and  conditions 
when  executed  by  you,  will  constitute  a  binding 
contract  between  you  and  our  company. 
(Signed) 

The    Empire    Company,    Limited. 

The  undersigned  agree  to  sell  the  tobaccos 
made  from  Canadian  or  a  combination  of  Cana- 
dian and  foreign  leaf  of  the  Empire  Tobacco 
Company,  Limited,  upon  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions set  forth  in  the  foregoing  written  proposi- 
tion to  us.  To  the  faithful  performance  of  all 
of  such  terms  and  conditions  we  hereby  agree 
and  bind  ourselves. 

The  American  Tobacco  Company's  Con- 
tract. 

The  second  agreement  is  that  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Company,  and  it  relates 
to  the  trade  in  cigarettes  and  specifies  the 
terms  upon  which  they  may  be  handled.  It 
reads  in  part  as  follows  : — 

(1.)  All  cigarettes  which  we  may  send  to  you, 
you  are  to  sell  to  the  retail  trade  only  for  re- 
tail purposes;  you  are  to  sell  none  to  other  than 
retail  dealers  except  by  our  written  permission. 

(2.)  You  shall  at  all  times  sell  our  cigarettes 
at  such  prices  only  as  we  may  fix  in  selling  lists 
sent  to  you.  You  shall  not  sell  or  dispose  of 
any  cigarettes  at  lower  prices  than  those  so 
fixed. 

(7.)  If  you  do  not  discriminate  against  our 
cigarettes  in  favour  of  these  of  other  manufac- 
ture, and  if  you  do  not  sell  or  dispose  of  any 
of  our  cigarettes  at  less  than  the  list  prices,  and 
if  in  all  respects  you  comply  with  the  terms  of 
this  agreement,  we  will  pay  you  a  commission 
of  2  per  cent  on  amount  realized  by  you  from 
the  sale  of  cigarettes  which  we  may  consign  to 
you. 

(10.)  All  obligations  upon  our  part  to  pay  you 
any  commission  for  the  sale  of  cigarettes  which 
we  may  consign  to  you  is  and  shall  be  depen- 
dent upon  your  strict  compliance  with  the  agree- 
ment hereinbefore  comained,  that  you  will  not 
sell  any  of  our  cigarettes  for  a  less  price  than 
that  fixed   in  our  selling   lists  sent  to  you. 

(11.)  Upon  your  acceptance  in  writing  of  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  this  agreement  you 
understand  and  agree  that  you  will  handle  our 
cigarettes  exclusively  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions herein  specified,  and  in  the  event  that  you 
hereinafter  determine  to  sell  cigarettes  of  other 
manufacture,  you  are  to  notify  us  in  writing  of 
such  determination. 
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(12.)  If  you  shall  sell  or  distribute,  or  in  any 
way  directly  or  indirectly  aid  in  the  sale  or  dis- 
tribution of  any  other  cigarettes  than  those  of 
our  manufacture  without  having  first  given  us 
written  notice  of  your  intention  to  do  so,  as  re- 
quired by  paragraph  11,  you  shall  not  be  en- 
titled to  claim  or  receive  any  commissions  not 
previously  paid  to  you  in  excess  of  2  per  cent 
on  any  past  or  future  sales  under  this  agree- 
ment, and  the  right  and  option  is  hereby  dis- 
tinctly reserved  to  us  to  determine  and  declare 
that  you  have  surrendered  all  right  to  be  paid 
any  commission  over  said  rate  of  2  per  cent  if 
we  shall  be  satisfied  that  you  have  in  any  way 
aided  in  the  sale  or  distribution  of  cigarettes 
other  than  those  manufactured  by  us. 
(Signed) 

The  American  Tobacco  Co.  of  Canada  (Limited). 


Further  Evidence  Taken. 

After  the  production  of  the  above  docu- 
ments at  Windsor,  two  prominent  tobacco 
growers  were  called  to  the  stand  by  the 
company  and  testified  to  the  effect  that 
they  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  prices 
paid.  A  witness  called  by  the  Canadian 
manufacturers,  however,  produced  figures 
to  show  that  the  manufacturers  are  being 
injured  by  the  action  of  the  Empire  To- 
bacco Company,  chiefly  in  the  withholding 
of  discounts  for  thirty  days,  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  should  the  wholesaler  have 
handled  any  goods  of  an  independent  Can- 
adian manufacturer  in  the  meantime,  a 
penalty  amounting  to  the  loss  of  the  thirty 
days'  profit  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the 
Empire  company's  goods  is  imposed.  Fur- 
ther matters  of  complaint  was  the  com- 
pelling of  native  companies  to  sell  through 
travellers  direct  to  the  retail  trade,  neces- 
sitating heavy  outlay  for  freights. 


Further  evidence  taken  at  Windsor  dealt 
with  various  phases  of  the  growing  and 
manufacture  of  tobacco  in  Canada.  The 
commission  concluded  its  meetings  at 
Windsor  on  September  10. 

Other  Sessions  of  the  Commission. 

At  London,  Hamilton  and  Toronto  ses- 
sions of  various  lengths  were  held  by  the 
commission,  and  evidence  of  various  de- 
grees of  importance  was  adduced  on  several 
features  of  the  subject  of  inquiry.  For  the 
most  part,  however,  the  enquiry  was  con- 
cerned with  matters  arising  out  of  the  situ- 
ation created  by  the  agreements  above 
quoted,  the  bulk  of  the  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  the  signing  of  the  contract  above 
referred  to  with  the  American  Tobacco 
Company,  tended  to  destroy  the  market  for 
goods  of  other  manufacturers,  though  sev- 
eral statements  were  made  as  to  the  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  present  situation 
in  the  trade.  In  Toronto  it  appeared  that 
there  was  little  or  no  dissatisfaction  in 
certain  quarters  of  the  wholesale  trade  in 
regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the  tobaccos 
of  the  American  Tobacco  Company  were 
sold.  The  evidence  from  a  number  of  the 
retailers,  however,  was  of  a  different  tenor. 
The  commission  sat  for  three  days  in  To- 
ronto. 

During  the  closing  days  of  the  month 
the  commission  adjourned  to  Ottawa.  Sit- 
tings will  also  be  held  in  Montreal,  Hali- 
fax, and  St.  John,  N.B. 


WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  RALWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA.— (Continued.) 

LOCOMOTIVE  ENGINEERS. 


IN  the  September  number  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  there  was  commenced  a  series  of 
statistical  tables  of  the  rates  of  wages  and 
hours  of  labour  of  employees  of  the  several 
important  railway  companies  in  the  Do- 
minion. The  series  was  commenced  with 
an  article  giving  particulars  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  investigation  was  carried 
on  by  the  department,  and  the  methods  of 
classification  adopted  in  tabulating  results. 


The  first  of  the  series  of  tables,  one  con- 
cerning railway  conductors,  was  also  given. 
In  the  present  number,  Table  No.  2,  giv- 
ing the  current  rates  of  wages  and  hours 
for  locomotive  engineers,  appears. 

Following  the  methods  previously  adopt- 
ed in  regard  to  the  statistical  data  given, 
index  numbers  have  been  substituted  for 
the  names  of  companies,  and  the  depart- 
ment has  not  given  averages  except  to  a 
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Table  No.  2. — 
CLASS  OF 
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P .  E.  Island 

2s<  year  service 
Summer 

$ 

$   cts. 



Winter 

2nd  year. 

3rd  year. 
Summer 

• 

Winter 

•    •    .    • 

4th  year. 
Summer 

Winter    

Nova  Scotia. 

Main  line. 
1st  yr.  service 

17i 

22^ 

27| 
30 

27^ 

1st  6  months 

2nd  yr.  service 

3rd  yr.  service 

Consolidated 

locomctive 

cylinders 

21   x  26    or 

larger . 

express  service 

150miles  =  ldy 

work. 

service. 
2nd  6  months 



'•*•"*        •    •   • 

service. 
3rd  sub.  yrs . 

100  00 
50  00 

174 

22| 

1st  y.  service . 

1  75 

2  00 
2  25 
2  40 
2  50 

2  30 
2  50 

2  70 

3  00 

1  89- 
2  26 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

5th  and  sub'nt 

(Time  made 
up  on  mile- 
age basis,  ac- 
cording to 
run). 

Light  engines. 

1st  y.  service . 

1st  y.  servibi 
2nd  y.      m 
3rd  v.      -1 

2nd  y.      .. 

3rd  y.       i. 

4th  y.       n 

4th  v.       ii 

10  hours =d  ay 

Cylinder    19 
in.  over — 

1st  y.  service 
2nd  v.      ti 
3rd  y.       •< 
4th  y. 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  and  Construction. 

i— i 

•f-H 

2 

© 

Ph 

93 

© 

a 

o 
o 

u 

© 

Ph 

O 

© 
Ph 

c. 

>> 

T3 
© 

Ph 
$   0. 

h3 

c 

o 

s 

U 

© 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

©' 

S 

u 

© 

Ph 
c. 

OS 

Ol 

s 

o 

o 

I— 1 
u 

© 

Ph 

C 

O 

.c 
u 

© 

Ph 

>> 

c3 

73 

Ph 
$    c. 

CI 

o 

s- 
© 

p- 

$ 

Specified 
Conditions. 

S 

© 
Ph 

C. 

1 
m        Per  100  miles. 

ti 

P 
O 

© 

Ph 

c. 

24 

26 

28 

>> 

T3 

© 

Ph 
$  c. 

-t^> 

*-* 
o 

S 

(H 

© 

Ph 

c. 

$      cts. 

$   cts. 

$   C 

c. 

1st  y.  service. 

$ 

2nd  y.       .. 
3rd  y.        n 

174 
20 

22* 

- 

m 

* 



24 

26 

28 

2  40 
2  60 

2  80 

3  15 

2  55 
2  75 

2  95 

3  30 



1st  v.  service 

2  50 
2  70 

2  90 

3  25 

1st  y.  service . 
2nd  y.       it 
3rd  y.       n 

2nd  y.       m 
3rd  y.        » 
4th  y.        it 

-    ,    . 
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October,  1902 

WAGES  A1SID  HOURS  OF 

Table  No.  2.— 
CLASS  OF 


d 
O 

i— i 

•  1-4 

15 
16 
14 

2 

17 
39 

1 

• 

18 

20 

19 
22 

21 
23 

42 

43 
2 

3 
1 

Passenger. 

Mixed. 

Through 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

o5 

B 

u 
Ph 

c. 

m 

1— 1 

s 

o 
o 

r-t 
(H 

Ph 

3 
O 

u 

Ph 

c. 

>> 

u 
<a 

Ph 

Sets. 

2  00 

2  00 

1  25- 

1  40 

2  30 
2  50 

2  70 

3  00 

2  70 

3  00 

3 
O 

S 
t- 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

© 

N 

*— i 

U 

© 

Ph 

c. 

X 

0 

1— 1 
M 
O 

© 

r-l 

Sh 
© 

Ph 

3 

O 

-C 

© 
Ph 

c. 

fa 

Ph 
$  c. 

— ' 

3 
O 
g 

© 

Ph 

i 

Specified 
Conditions. 

New   Bruns- 

10 hours  =  day 

$ 

$    CtS. 

wick, 

Light  engines. 
1st  y.  service. 

Lightengincs 

1st  y.  service 
2nd  v.      n 

2nd  y.      n 
3rd  y.       n 
4th  v.       n 

12  hours  — day 
10  hours  —  day 

Main  line. 

Senior  rate . . . 
Junior  rate. . . 

Branch  line. 

Senior  rate . . . 

Junior  rate. . . 

(Extra  allow- 
ance    for 
heavy  en- 
gines) 

2A 

9  7 
9  9 



3rd  y.      „ 

4th  y.      n 

Main  line. 

Senior  rate. . 
Junior  rate. 

9  17 

2tVtt 

- 

Branch  line. 
Senior  rate. . 

ucbec  

3  25 

3  00- 
3  25 
3  25 

2  50 
2  25 
2  00 

Junior  rate. 
1st  class .... 

2nd    H     ... 
3rd     ..     .... 

2nd    ii     

3rd     ..     .... 

| 

Main  line 

Branch  line 

2  80 

• 

Main  line. . . 

70  00 



2  75 
2  50- 

2  75 
1  75- 

2  00 

2  85 

2  30 
2  50 

2  70 

3  00 

2  30 

10  hours  =  day 

.... 

Light  engines 
1st  y.  service 
2nd 
3rd 
4th 

.... 



1st  y.  service 
2nd        H 

3rd 

3  15 

4th 

Cylinder    19 
in.  over — 
1st  v.  service 
2nd*       .. 
3rd 
4th         .. 

Main  line — 
Senior  rate . 
Junior      ■■ 

9  9 

9X 

84  50- 
100  00 

Main  line — 
Senior  rate 
Junior  n 

3tVo 

9JW, 

Special  runs.1 

-       —10 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  and  Construction. 

J5 

s 

S- 
03 

1— 1 

1 

O 

c 

r-l 

a; 
Ph 

o 

03 

Ph 
c. 

Hi 
$  c. 

-u 

o 

a 

>-* 

h 

o> 

Specified 
Conditions 

a 

u 

03 

Ah 
c. 

m 

JO 

s 

o 
© 

l-H 

U 
03 

Ph 

o 

Sh 

a; 
c. 

>> 

e8 
V 

Ph 
$  c. 

— ■ 
o 

a 

J* 

Specified 
Conditions. 

.  i— i 

a 

Ph 
c. 

w 

V 

•  H 

— * 

a 

o 
o 

rH 

Fh 
(13 

Ph 

o 

03 

Ph 

Si 

03 

Ph 
$c. 

a 

O 

03 

Ph 

c. 

$   cts. 

$  cts. 

cts. 

$ 

- 

2  40 
2  60 

2  80 

3  15 

2  50 

2  70 

2  90 

3  25 

1st  y.  service. 
2nd  y.       ■■ 
3rd  y.        ., 

•  •  •  • 

24 
26 

28 

•    • 

.... 



2nd  y.       n 
3rd  y.       n 
4th  y. 

.... 

.... 

% 

Q  15 

Main  line. 

Senior  rate. . . 
Junior  rate . . 

Branch  line. 

Senior  rate. . . 
Junior  rate. . 

Q  5  7 
°ITJff 
Q  27 

O  8  5 

... 

10  hours. 
Senior  rate. . . 

3  15 
2  75 

2  20 
2  10 
2  00 

2  25 
2  15 
2  00 

Junior  rate . . 

2  60 
2  35 
2  10 

2nd     H      

2nd    ii     

3rd     .,     .... 

3rd     

3  25 

3  00 

3  25 

3  15 





.... 

2  50 

2  40 
2  60 

2  80 

3  15 

2  55 
2  75 

2  95 

3  30 
3  15 

*   *  *  * 

1st  y.  service. 

2  50 
2  70 

2  90 

3  25 

3  75 

1st  y.  service. 

24 

26 
28 

28 

2nd 

3rd          n 

4th 

. .  . . 

.     .  . 

2nd 
3rd 

1 

■ 



. . . . 

84  50- 
100  00 

» 

Main  line — 
Senior  rate. 
Junior    n 

q  5  7 
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WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF 

Table  No.  2.— 
CLASS  OF 


d 
O 

>> 

j* 

"e8 

27 
24 

25 

26 

30 

40 
4 

3 

1 

Passenger. 

Mixed. 

Through 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

— i 

s 

<D 
Ph 

C. 

O  G5 

i 

CD 

s 

o 
o 

1—1 

u 
CD 

u 
v    1 

c. 

>> 
68 

u 

Pn 

$cts. 

o 
B 

CD 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

j3 

2 

u 
CD 

Ph 
c. 

83 

•  ^ 

s 

o 

o 

u 

<D 

p-l 

<3> 

B 
O 

Si 

Si 

CD 

>> 

cS 
T3 

s 

$  c. 

B 

O 

= 
*-i 

- 
a; 

Specified 
Conditions. 

Quebec— Con. 

Branch  line — 
Senior  rate. 
Junior     n 

(Extra   allow- 
a  n  c  e     for 
heavy     e  n  - 
gines.) 

1st  y.  service. 

2nd         ii 

$ 

$    cts. 

Branch  line- 
Senior  rate 

2  00 
2  25 
2  50 

54  00 

Junior   n 

3rd         n 

'8000 

12  hours = day 

$  1  per   month 

added    for 

each  year  in 

service. 

10  hours  =  day 

1st  class. . 

12  hrs.  =day 

0 

30 

81  per  month 
added    for 
each    year 
in  service. 

10  hrs.  =  day 

3  08 

2  83 

1  10- 
1  40 

2  70- 

3  00- 

3  15 

2nd     .,     .  . 

100  miles  =  1 
day's  run. 

110  00 



Varies  accord- 
ing   to   dis- 
trict or  divi- 
sion. 

Specified  runs 
Junior  rate. . . 

2ft 
2& 

Varies     a  c  - 
cording  to 
district  or 
division. 

Senior  rate 

Junior     n 

3  00 
3  70 
3  00 
3  40 

Varies  ac- 

i. . . 

70  00- 
112  00 

cording  to 
district  or 
division. 

Specified 

runs. 
Junior  rate  . 

2  65 

2  80 



Senior     u 

Senior  rate. . 

10  cents  extra 
per       100 
miles    for 
mogul     and 
consolidated 
engines. 

4    wheel    cou- 
pled engine 
Junior.  . . 

10  wheel   and 

mogul  engine 

Junior. . . . 

Fur- 
ther 
West 

2  70    3  25 

3  00    3  (50 

2  80    3  35 

3  10    3  70 

2  95    3  50 

3  25    3  85 

::: 

.... 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine 
Junior. .  . 

2  90 

3  25 

3  00 

3  m 

3  15 
3  50 

10  cts.  extra 
per     100 
miles   for 
mogul  and 
consolidat- 
ed engines. 
4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine 
Junior. . . 

Senior. . . 
10  wheel  and 
mogul     en- 
gine 
Junior. . . 
Senior. . . 
Cons  o  1  i  d  a- 
tion  engine 
Junior. . . 
Senior . . . 

Senior.  . 
10  wheel  and 
mogul    en- 
gine 

Junior     . 

Senior  .... 

Senior    .  . 

Consolidation 
engine 
Junior. . . 

• 

Conso  1  i  d  a- 

tion  engine 

Junior  . . 

Senior. . . 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  and  Construction. 

t— i 

's 

0) 
Ph 

GC 

.  *•* 
B 

o 

o 

1— 1 

f-i 

Ph 

O 
U 

Cm 
c. 

Pm 
$  c. 

43 
-^> 

a 

0 

a 

S-i 

Pm 

Specified 
Conditions. 

6 
»— t 

a 

Ph 
c. 

Q  75 
Q  49 

02 

03 

i— i 

•  rH 

a 

o 
o 

T-H 

u 

0) 

Ph 
$  c. 

o 
- 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

jM 

0/ 

Pm 
$  cts. 

c 
5 

B 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

"a 

u 

Ph 

c. 

CO 

■  iH 
r+ 

>H 

o 

o 

T— 1 

u 

Pu 

$ 

O 
43 

Sh 
0) 

Ph 

>> 

© 
Ph 

$  c. 

3  15 

2  75 

43 

fl 
O 

a 
I- 

0) 

Ph 

c. 

Q  15 

2ttu 

$     cts. 

$    cts. 

Branch  line — 
Senior  rate. 
Junior    n 

Branch      line 
(10  hours) — 

cts. 

$ 

Junior    n 

.... 

• 

• 

(Yard)12hrs. 

=  day. 
$1  per  month 

added      for 

each  year  in 

service. 

75  00 

65 

30 

10  h  ours  =  clay 

30 

3  33: 

3  08 



.... 

2nd  ..     .... 

100   miles  = 
1  day's  run. 

90  00 



.  .      . 

...... 

Varies    ac- 
cording    to 
district     or 
division. 

Junior  rate . . 

Senior    m 

3| 

3  00- 
4  00 

3  50 

4  37i 

28 

t 

si  .... 

Fur- 
ther 
West 

2  90    3  25 

3  25    3  85 

3  00    3  35 
3  25    3  95 

3  15    3  50 
3  50    4  10 

.... 

2  85 

3  15 

82  00- 
112  00 



"% 

Junior  rate  . 
Senior     h 

2  49 

3  75 

4   wheel  cou- 
pled engine 
Junior. .  , 
Senior.  .  . 
10  wheel  and 
mogul     en- 
gine 

Junior. . . 
Senior. . 
Consolidation 
engine 
Junior. .  . 
Senior . . . 

.    . . 

3  55 

3  85 

3  65 
3  95 

3  80 

4  10 

4  wheel    cou- 
pled engine 
Junior  .  . 
Senior. . . 

Fur- 
ther 
West 

29  32f 

32i    38| 

30  33^ 

31|    35 
35      41 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

i 

i 

10  wheel  and 
mogul    e  n  - 
gines 

Junior  . . 

Consolidation 
engine 
Junior. . . 

-  *  *  ■ 

#       # 
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CLASS  OF 


Passenger. 

Mixed. 

Through 

Province. 

6 
O 

,x3 

DO 

-c 

>> 

Specified 

<v 

a 

o 

2 

>> 

S3 

o 

Specified 

© 

s 

*-* 

o 

0 

>> 

r. 

Specified 

£ 

Conditions. 

2 

o 

r" i 

o 

S 

Conditions. 

g 

© 

O 

o3 

£ 

Conditions. 

•  ^ 

h 

(h 

in 

u 

u 

u 

s- 

Sh 

u 

s- 

a 

<X> 

© 

<D 

<D 

<v 

a> 

<D 

i) 

<o 

<u 

rt 

Ph 
c. 

Ph 

Ph 
c. 

Ph 
$  cts. 

Ph 

Pw 
c. 

Ph 

$0. 

c. 

Ph 
$  c. 

Ph 

s 

$    cts. 

$  cts. 

Manitoba.  . . 

l 

4  wheel    cou- 
pled engines 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engines 

' 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engines 

Junior . . . 

3  25 

3  25 

Junior .... 

..   •    ■    » 

3  25 

,    . 

3  25 

.   , 

Junior, .  . . 

3  75 

3  75 

Senior  . . . 

3  90 

3  90 

. 

Senior. . . . 

10  wheel  and 

10  wheel  and 

10  wheel   and 

mogul   en- 

mogul  en- 

i 

mogul  engine 

gines. 

gines. 

3  35 

3  35 

3  35 

.    . 

3  35 

,   . 

Junior. .  . . 

Senior . . . 

3  85 

4  15 

3  85 

4  15 



Con  s  o  1  i  d  a- 

4  00 
4  15 

4  00 
4  15 

•  • 

Senior.    . . 

Consolidation 

Cons  o  1  i  d  a- 

engine 

tion 

tion. 

10  hours  =  day 

41 

4   wheel    cou- 
pled engines 

Senior . . , 

3  25 
3  75 

3  25 
3  75 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engines 

Senior. . . . 

3  25 
3  90 

3  25 
3  90 

.  . 

i  wheel  cou- 
pled engines 

Junior.. .  . 

Senior.  .  . . 

10  wheel  and 

10  wheel  and 

10  wheel   and 

mogul    en- 

mogul   en- 

mogul engine 

gines. 

gine.-. 

Junior . . . 

3  35 

3  35 

Junior..    . 

.... 

3  35 

.  . 

3  35 

.   . 

Junior .... 

Senior  . .  . 

3  85 

3  85 

Senior     . . 

... 

4  00 

4  00 

Senior. 

10  hours  or  100 

10  hours,  100 

10  hours,  100 

miles  =  1  day 

miles  =  day 

miles  =  day 

Travelling 

p  a  s  s  e  n  ger 

1  624 

Senior . . 

187$ 

B.  Columbia. 

1 

(East  of  Koot- 
enay  Land- 
ing, same  as 
in  Man. ) 

Croivs  Nest  to 
Kootenay 
Landing — 
4  wheel  cou- 
pled     en- 
gines 

EastofKoot- 
ney,    same 
as  in  Man 

Crows     Nest 
to  Kootenay 
Landing — 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled      en- 
gines. 

East  of  Koot- 

ney,    same 

in  Man. 

Crovs     Nest 
to  Kootenay 
Landing — 
4  wheel  cou- 
pled      en- 
gines. 

Junior . 

3  45 

3  45 

Junior . . 

•    •    a 

3  oO 

.  . 

3  oO 

. 

Junior.. . . 

Senior  . 

3  95 

3  95 

Senior.  . 

4  10 

4  10 

.   . 

Senior .... 

10  wheel  andi 

10  wheel  and 

10  wheel  and 

mogul    en- 

mogul  en- 

mogul engine 

gines. 

gine.-. 

Junior . . 

3  55 

4  05 

3  55 

4  05 

Junior .. 
Senior . . 

.... 

3  60 

4  20 

3  60 

4  20 

•  • 

Junior.... 

Senior..    . 

Consolidation 

Cons  olida- 

Cons  o  1 1  d  a- 

engine 
Junior. .  . 
10  hours  =  day 

4  20 

4  20 

tion 

4  20 

4  20 

tion. 

West  of  Revel  - 

WestofRcvel- 

■ofRtvd- 

stoke  (Pacific 

stoki  [Pact- 

stokc  (Paci- 

Division). 

ficDivision). 

fic  Division) 

4  wheel  cou- 

4 wheel  cou- 

4 wheel  cou- 

pled    en- 

pled      en- 

pled      en- 

gines. 

gines. 

Kya 

.1  unior . 

3  45 

3  45 

Junior.. . , 

•  .  •  • 

3  00  . 

3  00 

.  . 

Junior. . . . 

Senior  . 

3  95 

3  95 

Senior. . . . 

4  10  .. 

4  10 

.  . 

Senior   . . . 

Mogul    and 

Mogul      and 

Mogul     and 

consolida- 

consoli d  a- 

Consolida- 

tion engine 

tion. 

tion. 

Junior . 

4  05 

4  05 

Junior  . 

4  20 

.  . 

4  20 

Junior.. . . 

10  hours  =  day 

1 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  and  Construction. 

Per  mile. 

02 

CD 
»— i 

"s 

o 

o 

T— 1 

h 

CD 

Ph 

u 

— * 
CD 

Ph 

c. 

>> 

u 

<v 

Ph 
$c. 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 
4  15 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 

,d 

PI 

c 

2 

© 
Ph 

« 

Specified 
Conditions. 

cd 

1 

u 
id 

Ph 
c. 

CD 

CD 

CD 

Ph 
$c. 

C 
u 

c. 

>> 

ce 

Sh 

CD 

Ph 
$  C. 

43 
C 

S 

CD 

$ 

Specified 
Conditions. 

o5 
•  r-i 

a 

CD 

Ph 
c. 

w 

CD 
■  f— i 

£ 

o 
o 

T-i 

u 

CD 

Ph 

$ 

3  90 

3  35 

4  00 

u 
ps 

o 

s- 
CD 

Ph 

>> 

e8 

T3 
u 

CD 

Ph 
$  c. 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 
4  15 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 

o 

s 

u 

CD 

Ph 

c. 

$    cts. 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 
4  15 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 

$  cts. 

4   wheel   cou- 
pled engines 

Senior. . . 
10  wheel  and 
mogul     en- 
gines 

Senior. . . 
Consolidation 
engine 

4   wheel   cou- 
pled engines 
Junior. . . 
Senior. . . 
10  wheel  and 
mogtil     en- 
gines 

Junior. . . 
Senior.  . 
12  hours  =  day 

$     cts. 

$ 



% 

4  15 

3  25 
3  90 

3  35 

4  00 

( 

• 

3  50 

4  10 

3  60 

4  20 

4  20 

3  60 

4  10 

4  20 

.... 

3  50 

4  10 

3  60 

4  20 

4  20 

3  60 

4  10 

4  20 

3  50 

4  10 

3  60 

4  20 

4  20 

3  60 

4  10 

4  20 

3  50 

4  10... 

3  60 

4  20 

4  20 

3  60 

4  10 

4  20 



...      . .    . 

i 
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WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF 

TABLE  No.  2.— 
CLASS  OF 


c 

O 

>> 

.  ~+ 

03 

35 
44 

45 
34 

Passenger. 

Mixed. 

Through 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

a 

u 

Oh 

C. 

Per  100  miles. 

o 
u 

- 

c. 

T3 

Oh 
8  cts. 

5  25 
4  (K 

• 

s 
o 

S 

(H 

o 

Oh 

Specified 
Conditions. 

a 

o> 
Oh 

c. 

« 

= 

© 
o 

i-H 

3 

Oh 

9 

0 

- 

XI 

- 

c. 

o 

Oh 

S  c. 

— 

s 

0 

£ 

-~ 

- 

f 

Specified 
Conditions. 

B.    Columbia 
— Con. 

Mountain  sec- 
tion. 

Mogul    and 
consolida- 
tion. 

12  hours  =  day 

12  hours  or  80 
miles  =  a  v  e- 
rage  day. 

10  hours  or  100 
miles  =  day. 

Per  day  of  10 
hours 

$ 

5  25 

S 

- 

Mountain 

section. 

Mogul  and 
conso  1  i- 
dation. 

% 

75  00- 
100  00 

4 

4  00 
6  25 

• 

Yukon    Ter- 

Per day  of  10 
hours. 

ritory  

limited  degree,  but  has  confined  its  state- 
ment of  rates  to  the  form  adopted  in  the 
returns  made  to  the  department.  Different 
methods  of  payment  sometimes  prevail  even 
on  roads  in  close  proximity  to  each  other, 
and  in  the  same  province,  and  to  a  proper 
understanding  of  the  rate  itself  the  method 
of  payment  is  consequently  of  importance 
in  considering  the  amount. 

Method  of  Classification. 

The  figures  presented  in  the  present  ta- 
ble are  taken  from  returns  made  by  about 
50  different  companies  in  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  The  data  has  been  classified 
so  as  to  present  the  facts  in  a  concrete  and 
simple  form,  and  in  a  manner  best  adapted 
for  purposes  of  comparison.  The  grouping 
has  been  made  first  of  all  according  to 
provinces,  and  within  each  province  ac- 
cording to  classes  of  trains,  where  a  dif- 
ference in  the  rates  paid  has  been  speci- 
fied in  the  returns  sent  to  the  department, 
constitution    providing  that    a    crededtial 


of  train  has  been  made,  the  rates  have  been 
inserted  in  the  first  column  appearing, 
namely,  that  which  gives  particulars  in  re- 
ference to  rates  paid  on  passenger  trains. 
For  each  class  a  further  classification  ac- 
cording to  methed  of  payment,  has  been 
made,  as  for  example,  where  payment  is 
by  time  or  by  distance,  as  per  hour,  per 
day,  per  month,  or  per  mile  or  per  100 
miles.  Under  the  heading  *  specified  con- 
ditions '  more  complete  details  are  given, 
as  for  example,  particulars  as  to  the  differ- 
ences according  to  length  of  time  of  ser- 
vice, class  of  engine  used,  or  the  nature  of 
particular  routes. 

The  Rates  Paid. 

A  glance  at  the  tables  will  disclose  the; 
fact  that  the  most  general  method  of  pay-| 
ment  to    locomtive  engineers  is  that    of  a 
rate  per  day.     This  rate,  it  will  be  seen, 
varies   very   considerably    on    the    several 
roads  not  only  as  between  provinces,  but1 
very  frequently  as  between  roads  operating 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work   and  Construction. 

6 

^-» 

s 

© 
Ph 

O 

o 
1— 1 

© 
Ph 

u 

9 
o 

Ph 
c. 

eg 
*Q 

(H 

PU 

8  c. 

5  25 

6  25 

d 

o 

a 

u 

© 

Ph 

Special 
Conditions. 

^© 

a 

© 

Ph 
c. 

y.' 

g 

O 

o 

i-H 

— 
© 

Ph 
$  c. 

Z 

o 

© 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

T3 

h 

© 
Ph 

O 

S 

© 
Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

© 

•  — 

r-t 
© 

Ph 
c. 

OS        1 

Per  100  miles. 

9       1 

O 

© 
Ph 

>> 

c3 

S-i 

© 

Ph 

5  c. 

6  25 

7  00 

c 
o 

S 

© 

Ph 

c. 

S    cts. 
5  25 

8    c. 

• 

8    c. 

cts. 

8 

Per  day  of  12 
hours 

Rotary   en- 
gine,   per 
day    of    10 
hours. 

within  the  same  province.  It  has  been 
thought  best,  however,  not  to  attempt  any- 
grouping,  but  to  give  instead  the  rates  for 
each  of  the  companies  as  specified  in  the 
returns  made  by  them.  Where  no  particu- 
lars are  given,  100  miles  or  10  hours  may 
be  regarded  as  equivalent  to  a  day's  work, 
but  this  is  only  a  rule  to  be  applied  gener- 
ally and  may  or  may  not  be  true  in  any 
particular  case. 

Other  Tables. 

Statistical  tables  of  the  wages  and  hours 
of  locomotive  firemen  will  be  published  in 
the  November  number  of  the  Gazette. 


CANADIAN  CONFERENCE  OF  CHARI- 
TIES AND  CORRECTION. 

An  important  representative  gathering 
of  the  month  of  September  was  the  fifth 
Canadian  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections, which  assembled  in  Hamilton  on 


the  24th  instant,  and  held  a  series  of  meet- 
ings during  that  and  the  two  succeeding 
days.  The  conference  was  organized  in 
Toronto  in  1898,  and  has  held  annual  meet- 
ings in  that  city  since.  Its  object  is  to 
bring  into  closer  relationship  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  work  of  caring  for  the  ne- 
glected and  unfortunate  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. During  former  years  its  influence 
has  been  largely  local,  and  one  of  the  main 
purposes  of  holding  the  meetings  of  the 
present  year  in  Hamilton  was  to  create  a 
wider  interest  in  the  objects  of  the  confer- 
ence and  to  extend  the  field  of  its  educa- 
tional work.  At  this  year's  conference  de- 
legates were  present  from  a  large  number 
of  localities  throughout  the  province  of 
Ontario,  and  one  or  two  from  other  parts. 
As  one  of  its  purposes,  the  conference  has 
in  view  the  systematizing  of  charitable  and 
relief  work  in  all  parts  of  the  Dominion. 
Within  the  range  of  discussion,  every  phase 
cf  philanthropic  work  is  included,  the  safe- 
guarding of  children,  the  care  of  the  feeble- 
minded, the  sick,  the  reform  of  criminals, 
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the  structure  and  discipline  of  prisons  and 
other  public  institutions,  the  relief  of  dis- 
tress and  poverty  and  in  fact  anything  con- 
nected with  the  welfare  of  those  who  are 
dependent  on  their  fellows  for  assistance 
or  support. 

The  Hamilton  Meeting. 

The  opening  meeting  of  the  Hamilton 
Conference  was  held  on  Wednesday  after- 
noon, the  24th,  and  was  presided  over  by 
Mr.  Adam  Brown,  president  of  the  con- 
ference. An  address  on  the  objects  and 
aims  of  the  conference  was  given  by  Mr. 
Brown,  after  which  short  addresses  were 
delivered  by  His  Worship  Mayor  Hendrie, 
and  the  Hon.  J.  M.  Gibson,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral of  the  province  of  Ontario.  The  most 
important  speaker  at  the  conference  was 
Professor  C.  R.  Henderson,  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Chicago,  who  delivered  at  the 
evening  meeting  of  the  same  day  an  ad- 
dress on  the  charitable  and  prison  reform 
work  of  the  future. 

The  conference  at  this  session  made  spe- 
cial arrangements  for  the  publishing  of  the 
several  papers  read  before  it,  and  of  the 
general  proceedings.  In  this  way  the  bene- 
fits of  the  conference  will  be  accessible  to 
a  larger  constituency  than  was  represented 
at  its  meetings,  and  the  report  when  pub- 
lished should  be  a  valuable  contribution  to 
the  existing  literature  on  the  subject  of 
Canadian  charities  and  correction. 

Ottawa  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  next  annual  gathering  of  the 
conference,  and  the  Honourable  Sir  Louis 
Davies,  K.C.M.G.,  the  president  for  the  en- 
duing year. 


ELECTRICAL     WORKERS     STRIKE, 

HAMILTON,— ARBITRATION 

AWARD. 

The  following  particulars  in  reference  to  the 
arbitration  between  the  Cataract  Power  Com- 
pany of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  and  the  electrical 
workers  in  its  employ,  have  been  supplied  by 
Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent  of  the  La- 
bour Gazette  for  Hamilton  and  district. 

For  some  time  past  differences  between 
the  Cataract  Power  Company  of  Hamilton 


and  its  employees,  who  are  members  of 
Local  No.  105  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Electrical  Workers,  have  attracted 
considerable  attention  in  that  city  and" 
elsewhere.  On  two  occasions  the  subjects 
in  dispute  have  led  to  strikes  and  on  two 
occasions  they  have  been  referred  to  arbi- 
tration. A  final  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ties was  arrived  at  on  September  30  when 
the  arbitrators  of  the  second  board  made 
their  award. 

The  First  Strike  and  Arbitration. 

During  the  month  of  June  the  employees 
struck  for  an  all  round  average  increase 
of  40  per  cent  in  wages,  and  a  reduction  in 
working  time.  Concessions  were  not  grant- 
ed by  the  company,  and  on  the  17th  of  the 
month  50  men  composed  of  linemen,  pole- 
men,  inside  wire  men,  operators,  arc  light 
trimmers  and  others  went  on  strike.  They 
were  out  for  two  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  it  was  agreed  that  the  subject  in  dis- 
pute should  be  left  to  arbitration,  and  the 
men  returned  to  work  pending  the  consti- 
tution of  a  board  and  its  award,  it  being 
understood  that  the  rate  of  wages  settled 
by  the  arbitrators  was  to  take  effect  from 
the  date  at  which  the  men  returned  to 
work.  It  was  agreed  that  each  side  should 
appoint  one  arbitrator  and  the  two  so 
chosen  to  appoint  a  third.  The  men  select- 
ed the  Rev.  C.  E.  Whitcomb  as  their  arbi- 
trator, and  the  Cataract  Power  Company, 
Mr.  C.  K.  Bruce,  K.C.  After  two  weeks 
negotiations,  those  appointed  were  unable 
to  agree  on  the  third  party,  and  both  re- 
signed. 

The  Second  Strike  and  Arbitration. 

On  August  8  a  second  strike  was  de- 
clared as  the  agreement  to  arbitrate  had 
not  materialized.  The  men  were  out  until 
the  29th  of  the  month,  when  it  was  again 
arranged  with  the  company  that  another 
attempt'  at  arbitration  should  be  made.  Mr. 
W.  G.  Reid,  manufacturer's  agent,  was  sel- 
ected by  the  men,  and  Mir.  Wm.  Bell,  K.C., 
by  the  Cataract  Power  Company  a?  arbi- 
trators on  this  occasion.  They  at  once 
chose  Mr.  H.  X.  Kittson,  wholesale  grocer, 
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as  third  arbitrator,  and  the  board,  thus  con-  Overtime  for  all  the  men  is  to  be  paid 

stituted,  commenced  the  taking  of  evidence  for  at  the  rate  of  time  and  a  half,  and  ten 

almost  immediately.  hours  are  to  constitute  a  day's  work.   Time 

_,                     „    ,         ,  .,                            j  and  a-half  was   allowed  before  the   strike 

The  award  of  the  arbitrators  was  render-  for  overti         but  the  men  wanted  douWe 

ed  on  September  30     It  gave  increases  in  t£me    for    gund       wQlk       The  arbHrators 
wages  to  some  of  the  men,  but  made  no  w  nQt  ^^           double  time_ 
changes  as  to  the  working-  hours,  lne  num- 
ber of  men  receiving  increases  was,  how-  Cost  of  the  Arbitration. 
ever,  only  seventeen,  and  of  the  increases 

granted  the  lowest  amounted  to  five  cents  Each  party  to  the  arbitration  pays  half 

and  the  highest   to   twenty-five   cents   per  of  the  costs,  except  in  the  matter  of  the  ar- 

day.     The  following  constitute  the    main  bitrators'  fees.    In  this  the  company  has  to 

features  of  the  award  : —  pay  more  than  the  men.    W.  G.  Eeid,  being 

a  non-professional  man,  was  entitled  to  $10 

Terms  of  the  Award.  a  day,  while  the  company's  representative, 

William  Bell,  was  in  a  position  to  ask  and 

The  changes  from  the  old  scale  of  wages  receive  $20  a   day  for  his   services.     The 

are  as  follow  : —  third  arbitrator,  Mr.  Kittson,  was  entitled 

One   gang   foreman,    was    receiving   20  by  law  to  only  $10  a  day,  but  as  he  de- 
cents  an  hour,  is  now  getting  224  cents.  clined  to  undertake  the  work  unless  he  was 
One  first-class  lineman,  was  paid  18*  cents  Paid  $20  ne  was  allowed  that  much.    Each 
an  hour,  now  19  cents.  party  pays  half  his  fees.     The  men's  por- 

Seven   second-class   linemen,  were    paid  Jion   of  the  costs  has   amounted  to  about 

17*  cents  an  hour,  now  18  cents.  $120>  and  the  company  pays  the  balance  of 

One  night  trouble  man,  was  $1.85  a  day,  the  $291-50- 

now  $1.87i.  The  arbitrators    found  that    in  Ottawa 

One  night  patrolman,  was  $1.50  a  day,  and  other  places,  although  the  voltage  was 

new  $1.62£.  not  so  high  as  in  Hamilton,  there  was  as 

Three    station    operators,    were    $50    a  much  danger  of  the  men  being  permanently 

month,  now  $52.50.  injured,  if  not  killed,  at  their  work  as  in 

Two  public  arc  trimmers,  were  $1.50  a  Hamilton.     They  concluded   that  so   long 

day,  now  $1.60.  as  the  men  were   careful  there  was  little 

One  commercial  arc  trimmer,    was  $1.50  or  no  danger  at  their  work,  and  if  a  serious 

a  day,  now  $1.75.  accident  happened  it  would  be  because  of 

m.       ,  11                                              .           ,  carelessness   on  the  part  of  the  electrical 

The  following  wages  were  not  changed  WQrker>     In  Qttawa  the  men  in  the  ftub. 

by  the  arbitration  ;<  Ground  men,  15  cents  station  wQrk  twelve.hour  shifts?  whereas  in 
an  hour  ;  inside  wiremen,  17*  cents  ;  m-  Hamilton  th  worked  in  eight-hour  shifts, 
side  helpers,  lo  cents  ;  meter  installation  wMch  wag  considerably  easier  on  the  men. 
men,  20  cents;  meter  installation  men's  hel- 
pers, 15  cents ;  meter  repair  men,  20  cents  ;  As  to  the  ten-hour  day,  one  of  the  arbi- 
station  operators'  helpers,  $40  a  month  ;  trators  explained  this  morning  that  this 
arc  lamp  repair  men,  $2  a  day,  or  20  cents  would  make  little,  if  any,  difference  to  the 
an  hour  ;  arc  lamp  helpers,  15  cents  an  men.  The  majority  of  them  work  by  the 
hour  ;  meter  attendants  at  the  King  street  hour  at  present,  and  are  not  particularly 
station,  $50  a  month.  affected  by  the  ten-hour  rule. 


GOVERNMENT   CONTRACTS  AWARDED  BY  THE  DEPARTMENT   OF  RAIL- 
WAYS AND  CANALS. 

(Information  supplied   by   the  Department  of  Railways  and  Canals.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Railways 
and  Canals,  and  which  received  the  signatures  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the 
month  of  August,  1902,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the 
labourers  engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  Fair  Wages '  schedule  inserted 
in  each  contract. 
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Station  at  Georgetown,  and  additions  to  Morell  and  Mount  Stewart  stations, 
Prince  Edward  Island.  Date  of  contract,  August  15,  1902.  Amount  of  contract, 
$3,220. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Class  of  Labour. 


General  foreman... 

Carpenters 

Bricklayers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Plumbers 

Roofers 

Stonecutters 

Plasterers 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$2.00  per  day  of  10  hours. 


1.25 

<« 

10 

f « 

2.25 

«< 

10 

«( 

1.25 

<« 

10 

(< 

2.00 

<< 

10 

cc 

1.25 

<< 

10 

<( 

2.25 

<« 

10 

<( 

1.30 

<< 

10 

tl 

Station  at  Eel  Eiver,  N.B.     Date  of  contract,  August  28,  1902.    Amount  of  con- 
tract, $1,673.75. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Class  of  Labour. 


General  foreman 

Ordinary  house  carpenters 

Bricklayers 

Painters  and  glaziers 

Labourers 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$2.00 

per 

day  of  10  hours 

1.50 

CI 

10 

(< 

2.00 

<« 

10 

<< 

1.50 

<< 

10 

<( 

1.25 

<( 

10 

<« 

Remodel  station  at  St.  Philippe  de  Neri,  Que.    Date  of  contract,  August  28,  1902. 

Amount  of  contract,  $350. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Class  of  Labour. 


Foreman   carpenter 

Carpenters 

Bricklayers 

Masons 

Painters 

Labourers 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$2.00  per  day  of  10  hours. 
1.50  *'  10      " 

2.00  "  10      " 

2.00  "  10      " 

1.50  "  10      " 

1.00  "  10      " 


Remove  portion  of  rock  forming  hill  known  as  Gilbert's  Island,  1\  mile  east  of  St. 
John  station.  Date  of  contract,  August  28,  1902.  Amount  of  contract,  $1.24  per 
cubic  yard. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Class  of  Labour. 

Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  : 

$2.50  per  day  of  10  hours. 
1.35            "           10      " 
1.35            "           10      " 
1.50            "           10      " 
1.35            "            10       " 
1.32            "            10       " 
1.35            "            10       " 
2.50            "            10       *' 
5.00            "            10       " 
2.50            "            10       " 
5.00            "            10       " 
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Dwelling  for  station  master,  and  station,  at  St.  Anaclet,  Que.     Date  of  contract, 
August  28,  1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $3,700. 


FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Class  of  Labour. 


Carpenters 

Masons 

Plasterers. 

Roofers 

Painters. . . 
Labourers. 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$1.50  per  day  of  10  hours. 


2.00 
2.00 
1.50 
1.50 
1.00 


10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


LABOUR  DISTURBANCES  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN,  1901. 


IN  connection  with,  a  review  of  labour  dis- 
turbances in  the  United  States  which 
appeared  in  the  September  issue  of  the 
Gazette,  and  which,  it  will  be  remembered, 
brought  down  the  record  of  strikes  and 
lock-outs  in  that  country  to  December, 
1900,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  the  appear* 
ance  recently  of  an  official  report  on  strikes 
and  lock-outs  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land which  contains  a  concise  and  accurate 
account  of  the  various  industrial  disturb- 
ances which  occurred  in  the  United  King- 
dom during  the  year  1901.  The  report  is 
issued  by  the  Labour  Department  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  London,  and  the  informa- 
tion it  contains  has  been  obtained  as  a 
result  of  the  general  method  of  inquiry 
pursued  by  the  department  in  the  compila- 
tion of  previous;  volumes  in  the  same  series. 
Monthly  statistics  of  all  labour  disputes 
occurring  in  the  United  Kingdom  are,  in 
the  first  place,  published  in  the  Labour 
Gazette,  following  which  a  preliminary  re- 
view is  given  in  the  January  issue  of  the 
Gazette  for  the  next  year.  To  ensure  the 
accuracy  necessary  in  a  permanent  statis- 
tical record,  however,  a  final  revision,  to- 
gether with  an  embodiment  of  all  details, 
is  reserved  until  the  August  following, 
when  it  is  presented  in  the  form  of  an 
official  annual  report  of  the  department, 
and  when  not  only  is  a  record  of  the  strikes 
and  lock-outs  which  have  occurred  includ- 
ed, but  a  reference  is  also   added  to  the 


work  done  during  the  year  by  the  various 
conciliation  and  arbitration  boards  in  sett- 
ling labour  disputes  throughout  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Comparison  with  Preceding  Years. 

In   the   report   just   to  hand  it  is   noted 
that  the  labour  disputes  in  Great  Britain 
during  1901  were    remarkable   neither   for 
number  nor  for  magnitude.     The  number 
of  disputes  arising  in  1901  was  less  than 
in  any  previous  year  since  1897.    The  num- 
ber  of  persons   directly   or  indirectly   in- 
volved were  also  smaller,  although  from  the 
standpoint  of  aggregate  duration  the  fig- 
ures for  1901  were  larger  than  for  either 
1899  or  1900,  while  very  much  smaller  than 
the  similar  returns  for  1897  and  1898.  Thus 
in  1901  the  total  number  of  labour  disputes 
was  642  as  compared  with  648  in  1900,  719 
in  1899,  and  864  in  1897.     These  disputes 
involved  179,546  persons   as   against  188,- 
538  in  the  previous  year.     The  aggregate 
duration  in  lost  working  days  was  4,142,- 
287  as   compared  with   3,152,694  in   1900, 
and  15,289,478  in  1898.    A  feature  also  of 
British    industrial    disputes    of    1901    was 
that  they  included  no  one  stoppage  of  suffi- 
cient   importance    to    overshadow    all    the 
others,  although  the  mining  and  quarrying 
groups  of  trades   reported  a  displacement 
of  112,981  men  as  against  22,489  involved 
in  the  metal,  engineering  and  ship-build- 
ing trades  which  follow  next  on  the  list 
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in  point  of  numbers  affected  by  disturban- 
ces during  the  year. 

Numbers  and  Work-time  Involved. 

Roughly  speaking,  about  two  per  cent  of 
the  industrial  population  of  Great  Britain 
was  involved  in  the  disturbances  of  1901, 
with  an  average  loss  of  about  twenty  days 
per  head  of  those  affected.  Spread  over 
the  whole  industrial  population  the  loss 
amounted  to  about  half  a  day  per  head. 
In  the  mining  and  quarrying  groups  of 
trades  the  proportion  stands  highest  at  12  '4 
per  cent  as  compared  with  9  "1  per  cent  in 
1900,  and  10  #8  per  cent  as  a  mean  percent- 
age for  the  period  of  1897-1901.  In  the 
building  trades  the  figures  under  this  head- 
ing are  the  smallest  shown  since  1898.  In 
1900  the  average  duration  of  disputes  was 
19  days. 

Principal  Strikes  of  the  Year. 

A  brief  reference  may  be  inserted  here 
of  the  more  important  labour  disputes  in 
Great  Britain  during  1901,  as  selected  from 
the  detailed  statement  of  strikes  and  lock- 
outs, which  comprises  a  separate  section  of 
the  departmental  report.  In  regard  to 
numbers  involved,  a  strike  of  colliery  work- 
people at  Aberaman,  in  January,  for  an  ad- 
vance in  wages  was  the  most  important, 
throwing  4,200  men  out  of  work,  although 
the  strike  lasted  only  eight  days  and  re- 
sulted in  an  advance  of  16£  ner  cent  in  the 
wage  bill.  Following  this  a  strike  of  trawl 
fishing  boat  engineers,  fishermen,  &c,  at 
Grimsby,  which  lasted  for  over  three  months 
and  which  involved  4,000  men,  may  be 
noticed.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  3,000 
colliery  work-people  at  Clydach  Vale  also 
went  on  strike  for  four  months  during  the 
year,  alleging  grievances  as  to  the  supply 
of  timber  in  the  mines.  Some  2,500  at 
Merthyr,  Wales,  struck  to  compel  50  non- 
unionists  to  join  the  South  Wales  Miners' 
Federation,  and  2,313  miners  at  Rother- 
ham  also  struck  in  connection  with  the 
supply  of  timber.  Miners  at  Treharris, 
Wigan,  Sunderland  and  Pontefract  went 
on  strike  in  numbers  ranging  from  1,430 
to    1,720.      In    the   engineering    and    ship- 


building trades,  2,625  employees  at  Govan 
and  1,005  at  Leith  were  the  most  import- 
ant strikes.  A  strike  of  1,009  weavers  at 
Glossop  and  1,340  boot  and  shoe  operatives 
in  London  may  also  be  mentioned  in  this 
connection,  although  the  duration  of  the 
strike  in  both  cases  was  less  than  a  fort- 
night. 

Causes  of  Disputes. 

Desire  for  a  higher  scale  of  remunera- 
tion was  as  usual  the  most  frequent  cause 
of  dispute,  occurring  in  1901,  though  not 
to  such  a  marked  extent  as  in  previous 
years.  Thus  of  the  total  number  of  642 
disputes  402  were  either  for  an  increase  of 
wages  or  against  a  decrease,  or  for  other 
conditions  arising  out  of  the  wages  ques- 
tion. There  was  noted,  moreover,  a  mark- 
ed increase  in  the  number  of  disputes  ar- 
ising out  of  resistance  to  reductions  in 
wages.  Under  this  head  it  is  reported  that 
there  were  101  disputes  in  1901  involving 
25  per  cent  of  all  the  work-people  directly 
engaged  in  work  disputes  as  compared  with 
46  disputes  in  the  previous  year,  involving 
nine  per  cent  of  the  people  affected.  Hours 
of  labour  were  a  more  important  factor  in 
the  strike  situation  than  in  any  year  since 
1899,  although  still  relatively  of  small  im- 
portance. Refusal  to  work  with  non-union 
men  and  questions  arising  in  connection 
with  the  adjustment  of  working  conditions 
caused  an  increased  number  of  labour  dis- 
putes as  compared  with  the  previous  three 
years. 

Results  of  Disputes. 

On  the  whole  the  results  of  the  labour 
disputes  of  1901  in  Great  Britain  were 
more  in  favour  of  employers  than  in  1900. 
Direct  negotiations  between  the  parties  con- 
cerned, or  their  representatives,  were  the 
means  of  ultimate  settlement  in  the  great 
bulk  of  instances,  71  per  cent  of  the  total, 
embracing  80  per  cent  of  the  persons  in- 
volved, being  setlted  in  this  manner.  Forty- 
five  disputes  were  settled  by  the  return  to 
work  of  the  men  on  the  employer's  terms, 
without  negotiations,  89  by  the  replacement 


Octobee,  1902                                   THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  265 

of  workmen,  and  five  by  the  closing  of  the  EMPLOYEES    MUTUAL    BENEFIT    S0- 

works  in  question.  CIETY  AT  PETERBOROUGH,  ONT. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration.  r™      „    n  .     ,.               +1       -            ,     , 

Ine  organization  recently  of  a  mutual 

The  number  of  labour  disputes  settled  benefit  society  among  the  employees  of  the 
in  Great  Britain  during  1901  by  means  of  Canadian  General  Electric  Company,  Lim- 
conciliation  and  arbitration  shows  an  in-  ited,  of  Peterborough,  Ont.,  is  an  event  of 
crease  upon  the  figures  of  previous  years,  very  general  interest  to  work  people.  For 
Though  the  number  of  actual  stoppages  some  time  past  there  has  been  a  feeling 
effected  by  this  means  was  only  41,  these  among  the  employees  of  the  company  in 
included  some  of  the  most  widespread  and  question  that  some  means  should  be  pro- 
important  of  the  labour  disturbances  of  vided  for  mutual  assistance  in  the  event  of 
the  year.  The  number  of  persons  involved  distress  through  sickness  or  accident, 
in  these  disputes  also  '-hows  an  increase  whereby  the  benefits  of  such  assistance 
upon  the  figures  of  the  years  1898-1900  might  be  conferred  as  a  right  and  not  as 
though  little  change  was  noticed  in  the  a  charity.  The  company  itself  lent  its  sup- 
number  of  work-people  affected  in  disputes  port  to  the  scheme  to  the  extent  of  pre- 
arranged by  mediation  and  conciliation  as  senting  the  sum  of  $1,000  to  the  men  as 
compared  with  the  figures  of  the  two  pre-  a  nucleus  of  a  fund  for  the  purpose,  on 
vious  years.  The  settling  of  strikes  and  condition  that  60  per  cent  of  the  employees 
lock-outs,  however,  forms  only  a  very  small  agreed  to  enter  the  proposed  organization, 
proportion  of  the  work  of  the  permanent  A  number  of  meetings  of  foremen  were 
conciliation  and  arbitration  boards  and  accordingly  held  and  a  set  of  rules  and  by- 
joint  committees  in  England,  and  as  usual  laws  to  govern  the  operations  of  the  pro- 
these  'agencies  were  chiefly  concerned  dur-  posed  society  were  drawn  up  under  infor- 
ing  the  year  with  the  prevention  of  strikes  matron  furnished  by  officers  of  other  simi- 
and  lock-outs  rather  than  with  their  set-  lar  societies  throughout  the  Dominion  and 
tlement.  Thus  some  685  cases  are  known  from  other  sources.  The  effort  met  with 
to  have  been  settled  by  the  various  per-  success,  and  some  500  out  of  a  roll  of  650 
manent  boards  of  conciliation  and  arbitra-  employees  became  members  of  the  society, 
tion  during  the  year,  quite  apart  from  the 
disputes  which  were  dealt  with  under  the  Constitution  and  By-laws. 

Conciliation   Act  or  by  the  mediation  of  Among  the  more  important  by-laws  of 

individuals.      The    alterations    effected    in  the  new  gociety  may  be  mentioned  a  sec- 

working  conditions  by  these  boards  with-  tion  which  f orbidg  the  discussion  before  the 

out  any  stoppage  of  work  were  very  con-  gociety  of  any  difficulty  between  employer 

siderable,  and  the  fact  that  not  less  than  and  empioyee,  whether  in  regard  to  wages 

75  per  cent  of  all  the  changes  of  the  year  or  on  other  matterS)  and  the  introduction 

as  measured  by  the  numbers  of  workmen  of  party  poKticg  QJ.  religious  sectarianism, 

affected,  were    arranged    by    sliding  scales  With  regard  to  membersnip  and  dlfes  the 

of  wages,  boards  or  other  methods  of  ar-  employees  are  divided  into  two  classes  :— 

bitration  and  conciliation,  whereas  only  two  Class  A>  consisting:  of  all  members  making 

per   cent   of    the    changes   followed   upon  an   average   monthly  wage   of   $23.50   and 

strikes  and  lock-outs  is  an  emphatic  testi-  over?  who  are  taxed  25  centg  ^  month} 

mony  to  the  value  of  the  services  of  these  and  elagg  B>  which  consists  of  all  members 

boards  and  committees  to  the  industrial  life  who  make  legg  than  that  sumj  and  who  are 

of  the  country.  taxed  13  centg  per  month.     The  manage- 

The  report  notices  with  satisfaction  that  ment  of  the  society  is  vested  in  a  president, 

the  first  half  of  the  present  year,  1902,  has  vice-president,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer  and 

in  Great  Britain  been   exceptionally  free  one  representative  from  each  department, 

from  serious  labour  disputes.  the  various  duties  of  which  are  carefully 
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allotted.  The  matter  of  benefits  is  also 
fully  dealt  with.  Class  A  is  to  receive 
661  cents  per  day,  members  not  to  be  paid 
for  the  first  six  days'  sickness  unless  ill 
for  two  full  weeks,  except  in  the  case  of 
an  accident.  On  the  death  of  a  member 
in  class  A,  $30  is  to  be  paid  to  assist  in  de- 
fraying- funeral  expenses.  Class  B  mem- 
bers are  to  receive  one-half  the  benefits 
of  class  A.  In  all  cases  the  sickness  must 
not  have  been  caused  by  personal  drunk- 
enness, gross  carelessness  or  immoral  con- 
duct, and  the  period  over  which  benefits 
are  to  be  received  is  limited  to  thirteen 
weeks.  When  it  becomes  known  that  any 
member  of  the  society  has  been  reduced  to 
a  state  of  pecuniary  distress,  his  case  may 
be  reported  to  the  visiting  committee,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  examine  and  report  thereon, 
the  board  of  management  having-  the  ul- 
timate right  to  give  or  refuse  aid,  though 
in  no  case  must  the  sum  exceed  $10.  There 
are  full  particulars  added  in  the  constitu- 
tion as  to  procedure  in  the  payment  of 
dues,  the  presenting-  of  notices  of  illness, 
fees  of  physiciansi,  and  in  regard  to  funds 
and  meetings   of  the   association. 


POPULATION  OF  CANADA  BY  AGES. 

The  10th  Bulletin  of  the  4th  Census  of 
Canada,  recently  issued,  contains  some  in- 
teresting statistics  as  to  the  ages  of  the 
population  of  Canada.  According  to  the 
tables  therein  presented,  the  North-west 
Territories  lead  in  the  matter  of  the  larg- 
est proportion,  per  1,000,  of  persons  under 
ten  years  of  age,  with  Quebec  and  Mani- 
toba closely  following.  Quebec,  however, 
stands  first  in  the  number  of  persons  un- 
der twenty  years  of  age,  with  Manitoba 
second,  and  the  North-west  Territories 
third,  Ontario  is  lowest,  with  418*5  per 
1,000.  Western  Canada  is  undoubtedly 
the  region  of  young  men  in  the  Dominion, 
as  shown  by  the  large  proportions  of  those 
rangiwg  from  twenty  years  of  age  to  un- 
der forty-five.  Western  Canada,  also,  has 
the  lowest  showing  in  regard  to  persons 
over  seventy,  Prince  Edward  Island,  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Ontario  rank- 


ing in  the  order  named  for  precedence  in 
this  class. 

While  the  birth  rate  in  Quebec  is  high, 
the  general  belief  that  the  death  rate  among 
young  children  in  that  province  is  also 
high  is  not  borne  out  by  the  census  figures. 
The  number  of  children  under  five  years  of 
age  in  Quebec  is  larger  than  in  Ontario 
by  13,021,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  lat- 
ter province  numbers;  one-third  more  of 
total  population  than  the  former. 

A  remarkable  decrease  is  shown  in  the 
proportion  of  persons  under  the  age  of 
one  year  in  Ontario  and  Prince  Edward 
Island.  '  When  all  the  details  of  the  cen- 
sus of  1901  are  published,'  the  Bulletin 
states,  '  data  will  be  afforded  for  some  in- 
teresting studies  on  the  ages  of  the  people — 
especially  along  the  lines  of  race  and  re- 
ligion. Whatever  the  cause  of  the  de- 
crease in  the  number  of  children  may  be, 
it  is  obviously  not  a  decrease  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  married  population.' 


WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  LABOUR  IN 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  1901.  J 

The  general  rise  in  the  rates  of  wages, 
as  was  pointed  out  in  a  special  article  in 
the  Labour  Gazette  for  June,  and  inciden- 
tally in  subsequent  issues,  has  been  so  char- ! 
acteristic  a  feature  of  the  present  indus- 
trial season  in  Canada,  makes  the  subject] 
of   wages    and   hours   of   labour   in    other| 
countries  one  of  particular  interest  to  tl 
working   classes   of   the   Dominion   at   the 
present  moment.     Especially   is  this   truel 
of  conditions  in  Great  Britain,  where  the! 
experience  of  the  past  eighteen  months  has! 
the   additional   value  of   presenting  manjP 
points  of  contrast  with  developments  in  this' 
respect  in  Canada.     The  appearance  of  the 
9th  annual  report  of  the  Labour  Depart) 
ment  of  the  Imperial  Board  of  Trade,  ii 
which  the  changes  in  the  rates  of  wage; 
and  hours  of  labour  recorded  in  the  Unitec 
Kingdom  during  1901  are  fully  dealt  wi1 
is  particularly  opportune,  though  the  sta 
tistics  reported  have  full  reference  only  t 
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conditions  up  to  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
sent year. 

Only  these  changes  are  regarded  in  the 
British  report  which  indicate  a  rise  or  fall 
in  the  price  of  the  same  quantity  or  quality 
of  labour.  The  report,  moreover,  does  not 
deal  with  changes  in  average  earnings  ar- 
ising out  of  variations  in  the  extent  of  em- 
ployment offered.  Rates  of  wages,  it  is 
remarked,  are  not  necessarily  the  same 
thing  as  earnings,  as  they  tend  in  bad 
times  to  be  somewhat  above  earnings,  and 
in  good  times  to  fall  somewhat  below.  Re- 
turns from  employers,  employers'  associa- 
tions, trade  unions,  and  official  sources, 
with  close  observation  of  the  daily  press 
form  the  basis  of  the  department's  inquiry. 

General  Tendency  of  Wages. 

For  the  first  time  since  1895  a  decline 
in  wages  is  recorded  in  Great  Britain.  The 
upward  movement  which  began  in  1890 
culminated  in  1900,  when  the  general  level 
of  wages  stood  higher  than  in  any  other 
year  for  which  statistics  exist.  It  should 
be  noted,  however,  that  the  changes  in 
wages  affecting  a  few  large  bodies  of  work- 
people effectually  dominate  the  net  result 
of  all  the  changes  reported  during  1901. 
Some  fifty  of  the  principal  bodies  of  work- 
people affected  by  changes  in  wages,  num- 
ber 844,805  persons  or  over  90  per  cent  of 
the  total  number.  Speaking  particularly, 
the  net  reduction  in  the  weekly  wages'  bill 
amounts  to  £74,423  as  compared  with  in- 
creases of  £214,771  in  1900,  £114,656  in 
1899,  £95,114  in  1898,  and  £45,000  in  1897. 
Spread  over  the  total  number  employed  the 
average  change  per  head  amounts  to  a  re- 
duction of  lfd.  per  week  in  1901,  as  com- 
pared with  increases  of  5£d.  in  1900,  2£d. 
in  1899,  2R  in  1898,  and  Id.  per  week  in 
1897.  It  is  accordingly  apparent  that  the 
fall  in  wages  during  1901  offsets  only  to  a 
very  slight  degree  the  total  rise  in  the  four 
proceeding  years.  These  figures,  however, 
it  is  pointed  out,  do  not  represent  a  change 
in  the  total  earnings  of  the  working  classes, 
still  less  in  their  real  purchasing  power, 
which  is   effected   by  other  circumstances 


such  as  variations  in  the  prices   of  com- 
modities, &c. 

Classes  of  Work-people  Affected. 

As  already  mentioned,  the  net  result  for 
the  year  was  largely  influenced  by  declines 
in  the  wages  bill  of  one  or  two  particular 
classes  of  employment.  The  fall  of  wages 
in  the  mining  industry  alone  accounted 
for  over  80  per  cent  of  the  total  weekly 
decrease  in  1901.  A  considerable  decline 
also  occurred  in  the  metal  trades,  but  in  the 
other  industries  the  net  result  for  the  year 
was  a  slight  increase  measured  by  the  total 
amount  of  the  computed  decrease  in  1901. 
The  fall,  as  above  stated,  was  greatest  in 
the  mining  and  quarrying  industries  in 
which  the  weekly  wages  bill  was  reduced  by 
£62,635,  or  an  average  of  Is.  8f  d.  per  head 
of  the  725,750  work-people  affected.  Meas- 
ured, however,  by  the  greatest  amount  of 
decrease  per  head  of  those  involved,  the 
fall  was  heaviest  in  the  metal,  engineering 
and  ship-building  trades,  in  which  103,216 
work-people  sustained  an  average  net  re- 
duction of  4s.  Id.  per  head.  Of  the  total 
number  of  work-people  involved  in  changes 
in  the  rates  of  wages,.  429,715  received  in- 
creases, and  492,518  sustained  decreases. 
There  were  of  course  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  work-people  engaged  in  mining  and 
quarrying  and  in  the  metal,  &c,  group, 
who  received  increases,  though  the  balance 
of  decreases  more  than  compensated  for 
the  gains. 

The  total  net  decrease  in  the  weekly 
wages  bill  in  Great  Britain  during  1901 
was  £77,343,  but  as  the  changes  took  place 
at  different  dates  during  the  year,  their 
effect  on  the  total  amount  of  wages  paid 
was,  of  course,  less  than  would  be  obtained 
by  multiplying  the  above  figure  by  52. 
1  The  best  estimate  that  can  be  framed,' 
says  the  report,  '  having  regard  to  the  dates 
as  well  as  the  amount  of  changes,  shows 
that  the  decrease  in  the  wages  bill  of  1901, 
due  to  changes  in  rates  of  wages  alone 
(apart  from  any  variations  in  the  number 
of  the  labouring  population)  was  about 
£1,584,000.    The  decrease  in  the  wages  bill 
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in  the  mining  and  quarrying  industry  was  with  satisfaction  an  increased  tendency  to 
£1,075,000,  and  in  the  metal,  &c,  indus-  settle  labour  difficulties  arising  in  this  con- 
try,  £760,000.  Against  these  totals  have  to  nection  by  conciliation  and  arbitration, 
be  set  estimated  net  increases  in  other  '  During  1901  only  two  per  cent  of  the 
trades  aggregating  £251,000.  The  net  re-  work-people  whose  wages  were  changed 
suit — a  decrease  of  £1,584,000 — compares  were  engaged  in  disputes  on  this  account, 
with  a  net  increase  of  £6,000,000  in  1900.'  This  percentage  is  the  lowest  recorded.   In 

TT            -  T   i  the  case  of  three-fourths  of  the  work-people, 

Hours  of  Labour.  _      .                                 ,  _              *  A. 

the  changes  were  arranged  by  conciliation, 

Since   1895   the  reductions   in  hours   of  arbitration,   wages   boards,    sliding   scales, 
labour  in  Great  Britain  were  never  fewer  and  similar  machinery.     The    fact  is,  of 
for  any  one  year  than  in  1901.     In  1901  course,   connected  with  the  prevalence   of 
only   29,276   work-people    were    affectd   by  agencies  of  this  kind  in  the  coal  and  iron 
changes  in  hours  of  labour  of  which  total  trades,  which  were  those  most  affected  by 
586   had  their  hours   lengthened   and   28,-  wages-changes  in  1901.' 
690  had  them  shortened.     The  net  result 
was  a  reduction  of  58,728  hours  per  week  Preliminary  Figures  for  1902. 
or  an  average  of  two  per  head  of  those  af- 
fected, which,  as  is  pointed  out  in  the  re-  The  first  half  of  the  industrial  season  of 
port,  is  quite  an  infinitesimal  fraction  of  1902  is  characterised  in  Great  Britain  by 
the  total  working  hours  of  the  industrial  a  continuation  of  the  tendency  remarked 
population.    In  the  past  nine  years  in  fact  in  1901.    Up  to  August  of  the  present  year 
the    total    reductions    in    hours    represent,  about  681,000  were  affected  by  changes  in 
when  spread  over  the  total  industrial  popu-  rates  of  wages,  namely,  32,000  by  increases 
lation,  an  average  reduction  of  less  than  and  649,000  by  decreases.     Of  the  latter, 
ten  minutes  in  the  weekly  working  hours.  625,000  were  employed  in  mining  and  23,- 

Among  the  trades  chiefly  affected  under  00°  in  the  metal  trades-     Thus  wnile  the 

this  heading  were  the  printing  trades   of  fal1  of  mmers'  wa^es  has  been  more  wide" 

London  and  Glasgow,  and  the  coal  mining  sPread  m  1902  than  in  1901>  **«*  of  waSes 

industry  in  Durham,  and  at  different  points  in  the  metal  trades  has  been  mucn  more 

in  Scotland.  restricted. 


Conciliation  and  Arbitration. 


As   far   as   reported,   12,617  work-people 

have  Had   their  weekly   hours    of    labour 

With  regard  to   the  methods  by  which     changed,  the  net  result  of  all  changes  be- 

changes  in  hours   of  labour  and  rates  of     ing  an  average  decrease  of  about  lh  hours 

wages  have  been  arranged,  the  report  notes     per  week. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER. 

THEEE  were  very  few  new  industrial  of  the  strike  short.  In  all  cases,  except  the 
disputes  during  the  month  of  Sep-  two  strikes  in  Toronto,  and  one  in  St. 
tember,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  Catharines,  the  disputes  were  terminated 
strikes  in  Toronto,  involving  60  and  70  during  the  same  month,  and  in  one  case 
employees  respectively,  which  commenced  within  two  days  after  the  commencement. 
during  the  last  week,  and  the  strike  of  gtrikes  Commenced  and  Terminated  Dur- 
moulders  at  St.  Catharines,  commenced  on 
the  29th  of  the  month,  which  were  in  con- 
tinuance at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  In  Chatham,  Ont.,  there  was  a  small 
numbers  affected  were  few,  or  the  duration  strike  of  tailors  affecting  three  firms  and 
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eighteen  employees,  which  lasted  for  three  several  others,  all  refusing  to  use  the  pat- 
days.  The  cause  of  the  trouble  was  a  de-  terns  of  a  foundry  where  a  strike  was  on. 
mand  for  an  increase  of  wages  on  piece  The  first  man  was  discharged,  whereupon 
work.  From  the  reports  of  the  employers  the  rest  of  the  men  struck  in  sympathy 
it  would  appear  that  the  men  had  acted  with  him,  the  men  alleging  that  according 
with  undue  haste  in  declaring  the  strike  to  the  rules  of  the  union  the  action  of  the 
inasmuch  as  two  of  the  firms  were  willing  company  in  discharging  the  man  under 
to  concede  the  increase  demanded  and  the  such  circumstances  constituted  a  lock-oul. 
men  went  out  only  because  the  third  firm  On  the  day  following,  the  strike  at  the 
had  not  granted  the  concession,  the  head  Crowe  Iron  Works  having  been  satisfac- 
of  the  firm  being  absent  at  the  time.  On  torily  terminated  in  the  interval,  the  men 
the  return  of  the  latter  the  increase  was  in  the  Woodyatt  factory  returned  to  work, 
promised  and  the  men  returned  to  work.  gixty  stonemasons  employed  on  a  build. 
The  scale  of  prices  asked  for,  constituted  ^  in  ^  stockyards  at  point  gt>  CharleS) 
a  ten  per  cent  increase  on  what  had  for-  near  Montreal>  quit  work  on  the  16th  of 
merly  been  paid,  and  the  union  to  which  ^  ^^  becauge  of  the  reW1  of  ^ 
the  strikers  belonged  secured  an  agreement  contractors  to  pay  a  unif  orm  rate  of  g0 
from  the  firms  to  pay  the  scale  for  the  next  centg  per  h(mr  tQ  aU  of  ^  men  ^  their 

two  years.  employ.     The  men  were  members  of  a  lo- 

At   Crowe's   Iron  Works,   Guelph,   Ont.,  cai  union   and  thirty  cents   was  the   rate 

a  strike  of  40  moulders,  members    of    the  nxed  by  the  union  as  a  minimum.     On  the 

Iron  Moulders  Union  Local  No.  212,  took  demand  of  the  union  being  presented  to  the 

place  on  the  11th  of  the  month.    The  cause  contractors  twelve  of  the  workmen,  alleged 

of  the  strike  was  a  demand  for  an  increase  to  be  the  most  inefficient,  were  discharged, 

in  wages  from  $2.25  to  $2.50  per  day.    The  the  remainder  were  taken  back  on  the  fol- 

firm  alleged  that  as  the  minimum  wage  had  lowing    day,    the    contractors    agreeing    to 

been  raised  to  $2.25  at  the  beginning    of  pay   to   them   the    rate    demanded   by   the 

the  year  the   demand    for    an   additional  union.    It  is  alleged  by  the  contractors  that 

raise  of  25   cents   per   day  was   excessive.  for  SOme  time  work  being  scarce  they  could 

The  matter,  in  the  first  instance  was  re-  oniy  afford  to  employ  the  best  men,   and 

ferred  to  an  arbitration  board  constituted  men  who  formerly  worked  for  twenty  and 

of  equal  representation  from  the  National  twenty-five  cents   per  day  were  asking  to 

Foundrymen's    Association    and   the    Iron  be  kept  at  work  at  these  latter  rates.     On 

Moulders'  Union  of  America,  but  the  board  finding  that  they  were  obliged  to  pay  the 

failing  to  come  to  a  decision  the  men  went  uni0n  rates  the  contractors  decided  to  keep 

out  on  strike.     On  the  24th  of  the  month,  in   their   employ   only   such   men    as   were 

however,  the  strike  was  terminated  by  the  most  efficient. 

firm  agreeing  to  pay  the  increase  demand-         mi  .,        -    ..  ,.  .  ,  ,     ,      i 

,      .rt     .-,  i      j.     j.        Al        .,  i,  I  he  strike  of  40  lightermen  took  place 

ed  with  the  understanding  that  it  would  •      r\     a         •  P         t 

,  ti     x  •     ..•.  i  e     •  m   Quebec,   in   consequence   of   a   demand 

be  at  liberty  to  institute  a  system  oi  piece  ,  .,    .  ,  „ 

,  i  .i  a-  t  made  upon  one  of  the  employers  for  pay- 

work  at  a  later  date,    bixty  employees  were  .  »   ,  „,.      , 

.    ,.      ,,       ~     ,    ,  ,      ,,  .,  ,,  ment  m  case  oi  demurrage.     Ihe  demands 

indirectly  anected  by  the  strike,  as  well  as       -   Ml  .,  ,    .      .  . 

,,      e     ,  -i-   ,  i       rv        i  ot    the    strikers    were    conceded    alter   the 

the  lorty  immediately  anected.  .,       ,     ,    ,  .  L.  r 

strike    had    been    m    continuance    lor   two 

A  curious   result   of    the   strike    at  the  days,  and  the  men  returned  to  work. 
Crowe  Iron  Works  was  a  misunderstanding  . 

which  arose  in  the  Woodyatt  Factory  he-  StnkeS  m  ContmJP°lat  the  End  °f  the 
tween  the  employees  and  the  management. 

In  the  latter  establishment  the  men  were  One  of  the  strikes  commenced  in  Toron- 
given  patterns  from  the  Crow  Iron  Works  to  during  the  month  was  that  of  the  em- 
to  use,  but  the  first  man  to  whom  they  were  ployees  of  a  local  contractor  in  the  build- 
given  refused  to  work  and  was  followed  by  ing   trade,   who   refused   to    recognize   the 
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local  carpenters'  union,  and  is  alleged  to 
have  discriminated  against  union  labour 
for  some  time  past.  The  strike  was  ordered 
by  the  Federated  Building  Trades  Council 
on  the  24th  of  the  month,  and  employees 
to  the  number  of  60  quit  work  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  _NTo  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ty was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  other  Toronto  strike  was  that  of 
the  employees  of  two  of  the  jewellery  es- 
tablishments in  the  city.  The  local  Jew- 
ellery Workers'  Union  had  demanded  a  re- 
duction in  the  hours  of  work  from  fifty- 
two  to  forty-nine  per  week  and  were  suc- 
cessful in  obtaining  a  signed  agreement 
from  several  of  the  local  firms  granting 
this  reduction.  Two  of  the  firms,  one  em- 
ploying 10  hands,  and  the  other  60,  refused 
to  sign  the  agreement,  alleging  that  suffi- 
cient notice  had  not  been  given.  A  strike 
was  declared  against  these  firms  on  the 
26th  instant,  and  no  settlement  had  been 
reported  at  the  end   of  the  month. 

On  the  29th  of  the  month  the  employees 
in  the  employ  of  the  dash  and  metal  works 
at  St.  Catharines  went  out  on  strike  for 
a  9-hour  day,  and  a  change  in  the  method 
of  wage  payment  from  piece  rate  to  speci- 
fied time  rate.  About  50  men  were  directly 
employed.  No  settlement  of  the  difficulty 
was  reported  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  September. 

Of  the  disputes  which  commenced  prior 
to  September,  and  were  in  continuance  at 
its  comencement,  the  most  important,  with 
the  exception  of  a  strike  of  woodworkers  in 
one  of  the  local  factories  in  Berlin,  Ont., 
were  settled  during  the  month.  The  long- 
est standing  of  these  disputes  was  that  the 
employees  of  one  of  the  local  carpet  fac- 
tories in  Toronto,  who  went  out  on  strike 
because  of  their  objection  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  clock  system  of  recording  ar- 
rivals and  departures  from  work,  which 
they  claimed  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the 
time  allowed  them  at  noon  hour.  Other 
demands  for  reduction  in  the  hours  of  la- 
bour and  for  increases  in  the  rates  of  wages 
were  added  subsequently.     Some  300  em- 
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ployees  came  out  on  strike  originally.  Dur-  eluded  at  the  close,  excepting  cases  where 

ing  the  course  of  the  strike  about  150  left  the    continuance   of   the   strike   is    largely 

for  carpet  factories  in  Philadelphia,  some  nominal,  the  places  of  the  strikers  having 

50   others  returned   to   work,   and   the  re-  been  filled,  or  the  firms  carrying  on  their 

mainder,  on  September  18,  voted  to  declare  work  with  reduced  staffs,  were  the  strikes 

the  strike  at  an  end.    No  concessions  were  of    15    printers    in    the    city    of    Halifax, 

granted.  the  strike  of  30  moulders   in  one  of    the 

The  electrical  workers  in  Hamilton,  who  foundries  at  Toronto,  and  the  strike  of  the 

had   terminated  a  previous   strike   on   the  woodworkers    in    Berlin,    Ont.      This    last 

understanding  that  the  matter  should  be  named  strike  commenced  during  the  month 

referred  to   arbitration,  but  who   declared  of  August  and  involves  about  60  employees, 

a  second  strike  in  as  much  as  there  had  One  of  the  most  important  furniture  fac- 

been    a    lengthy    delay    in    the    matter    of  tories  in  Berlin  has  been  closed  for  several 

constituting  an  arbitration  board,  return-  weeks   in   consequence .  of   it.     The   strike 

ed   to   work   on   the   29th  day   of  August,  was  occasioned  through  the  refusal  of  the 

arrangements    having    been    satisfactorily  firm   to    grant   the   demands   of   the   local 

made  by  that  time  for  the  constitution  of  union  in  regard  to  rates  paid  for  work  done 

the  board.    During  the  month  evidence  was  and  other  matters. 

taken  by  the  board,  and  the  proceedings  The  taWe  pubHshed  herewith  is  a  corn- 
before  it  were  ended  before  the  close.  An  pilation  of  the  trade  disputes  in  the  Do- 
account  of  the  proceedings  and  award  is  mini(m  of  Canada>  which  hegan  or  were  in 
given  in  a  separate  article  m  the  present  contimiance  during  the  month  of  Septem- 
number  of  the  Gazette.  ber?  and  which  haye  been  reported  to  the 

The  piano  workers  in  the  employ  of  a  department, 
piano  factory  at  Bowmanville,  who  to  the 
number  of  130  quit  work  on  the  12th  be- 
cause of  the  refusal  of  the  firm  to  concede  C0MPULS0RY    ARBITRATION     RES0- 

demands  of  the  union  for  the  abolition  of  TTTnvrnxra  t»tt  n  a -m- a  tvt  a  >t  -u-rm/vr 

,     ,.      .     .,     ,              ,  t  ,  LUTIONS  BY  CANADIAN  MTJNICI- 
contracts,  reduction  in  the  hours    oi  labour 

and  increases  in  the  rates  of  wages  and  IrAL  AbbOLIAIIONS. 
other  conditions,  returned  to  work  on  Sep-  During  September  two  important  muni- 
tember  22,  on  the  understanding  that  the  cipal  associations  of  Canada  held  annual 
matter  should  be  adjusted  by  the  president  meetings,  at  which  a  number  of  topics  of 
of  the  company  after  their  return.  considerable  interest  to  labour  were  discus- 
Plumbers  and  steamfitters  in  Ottawa,  sed.  The  convention  of  the  *  Union  of  Can- 
Ont.,  who  to  the  number  of  54  quit  work  adian  Municipalities,'  at  which  delegates 
on  August  25,  because  of  the  refusal  of  em-  from  all  over  the  Dominion  were  present, 
ployers  to  grant  the  demands,  of  the  men  was  held  at  Montreal  on  the  15th,  16th  and 
for  a  minimum  wage  of  25£  cents  an  hour,  17th  of  the  month.  A  few  days  earlier  the 
and  for  certain  shop  regulations  concerning  '  Ontario  Municipal  Association,'  represent- 
apprentices,  &c,  returned  to  work  on  Sep-  ing  the  more  important  towns  and  cities  of 
tember  4,  having  compromised  on  the  wage  the  province,  met  at  Brockville.  Although 
question  with  the  understanding  that  25  the  subjects  under  consideration  at  both 
cents  per  hour  should  be  granted  as  the  meetings  were  of»  similar  tenor,  the  opin- 
minimum  wage,  and  that  the  subject  of  ions  expressed,  and  the  resolutions  passed, 
shop  regulations  was  to  be  a  matter  of  con-  were  in  certain  instances  diverse.  Espe- 
sideration  after  their  return.  cially  was  this  noticeable  in  the  attitude 
n+i,       c+  -i  °^  ^e  two  associations  with  regard  to  com- 

pulsory  arbitration   m    the    event   oi   dis- 

The  only  strikes  in  continuance  at  the  agreement   between     companies     operating 

commencement  of  September,  and  not  con-  public  franchises  and  their  employees. 
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The  Montreal  Convention. 

The  resolution  passed  in  this  connection 

by  the  '  Union  of  Canadian  Municipalities' 

was  as  follows  : — 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  union  it  is  desirable 
that  legislation  should  be  enacted  making  it 
compulsory  on  the  part  of  companies  operating 
public  franchises,  and  their  employees,  in  the 
event  of  any  grave  dispute  or  disagreement  be- 
tween them,  which  might  tend  to  public  incon- 
venience, disorder  and  loss  of  property,  to  re- 
sort to  a  properly  constituted  tribunal  or  referee 
for  settlement  of  such  dispute;  and  that  the 
executive  he  authorized  to  seek  the  necessary 
legislation  in  this  direction. 

Other  resolutions  adopted  by  the  union, 
of  more  or  less  interest  from  the  standpoint 
of  labour,  were  the  following  — 

That  the  Union  of  Canadian  Municipalities 
having  heard  with  satisfaction  of  the  intention 
of  the  Dominion  Government  to  consult  the 
executive  of  this  union  in  the  drafting  of  the 
forthcoming  Government  Bill  concerning  tele- 
phone companies,  hereby  specially  authorizes, 
and  hereby  instructs  the  executive  committee 
to  press  this  business  to  a  conclusion,  in  the 
interests  of  the  municipalities  of  the  Dominion, 
large  and  small,  so  that  they  may  obtain  and 
retain  their  rightful  control  of  the  streets  in 
connection  with  the  telephone  business,  full 
facilities,  if  desired,  for  control  of  local  fran- 
chises, Government  control  of  all  long  distance 
connection,  effective  control  of  rates  and  class 
of  instruments  and  service,  and  all  other  pro- 
tection to  municipal  bodies  and  citizens  they 
may  find  it  possible  to  secure. 

That  this  union  petitions  the  legislatures  of 
the  various  provinces  of  the  Dominion  to  en- 
tirely abolish  bonuses  to  manufacturers  by 
municipalities,  and  that  the  municipalities  be 
requested  to  individually  present  similar  peti- 
tions to  their  respective  legislatures. 

That  this  Union  of  Canadian  Municipalities, 
desiring  to  further  the  cause  of  municipal  own- 
ership of  public  utilities,  would  recommend  to 
the  legislatures  of  the  various  provinces,  the 
establishment  of  a  Government  bureau  of  public 
ownership  for  the  collection  and  dissemination 
of  information  respecting  the  movements  of  the 
day  in  this  most  important  field  of  civic  effort, 
believing  as  this  union  does,  that  such  a  Gov- 
ernment bureau  in  each  province  would  be  of 
very  great  benefit  to  the  municipalities,  aiding 
them,  as  it  undoubtedly  would,  in  wise  and 
practical    legislation    and    administration. 

That  a  memorial  from  this  convention  be  for- 

H  warded  to  the  Quebec  legislature  asking  them 
to  follow  the  example  of  the  province  of  On- 
tario in  establishing  a  bureau,  and  appointing 
;  a  Commissioner  of  Good  Roads,  and  in  grant- 
ing aid  to  municipalities  towards  defraying  the 
cost  of  building  permanent  roads. 

That  the  executive  of  the  union  be  instructed 
;  to  consider  what  steps  should  be  taken  to  in- 
duce the  railways  of  Canada  to  grant  market 
day  rates  of  a  fare  and  a  third,  on  one  day  in 
each  week  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  residents 
in  rural  communities  to  more  readily  transact 
business  with  cities,  towns  and  incorporated  vil- 
lages. 

Ontario  Municipal  Association. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  t  Ontario  Munici- 
:  pal  Association/  action  similar  to  that  tak- 


en at  the  Montreal  convention  was  recom- 
mended on  the  subject  of  municipal  bon- 
uses, and  a  resolution  was  passed  recom- 
mending that  the  granting  of  a  bonus  to 
secure  the  location  of  industrial  enterprises 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  be  prohibited. 
A  motion  to  provide  for  compulsory  arbi- 
tration in  cases  of  dispute  between  com- 
panies operating  franchises  on  the  public 
streets,  and  their  employees,  whereby  the 
public  convenience  might  be  impaired,  was 
voted  down,  the  reason  being  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  convention,  a  large  body  of 
employees  could  not  be  compelled  to  arbi- 
trate or  the  decision  of  the  arbitrators  be 
enforced  against  them. 


ENFORCEMENT     OF     FAIR     WAGES 
RESOLUTION  BY  POST  OFFICE 
DEPARTMENT,  SEPTEM- 
BER, 1902. 

During  the  month  of  September  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned ;  all  of  these  orders  were  given  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  sweating  system  and  securing  pay- 
ment to  the  workingmen  and  working  wo- 
men of  fair  wages,  and  the  performance  of 
the  work  under  proper  sanitary  conditions  : 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps   and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . . . 

Supplying  and  repairing  post  office  scales . 

Supplying  mail    bags 

Repairing  mail  bags.    

Supplying  and  repairing  mail  locks  and 
keys,  also  other  mail  bag  fastenings  and 
fittings 

Supplying  and  repairing  street  letter 
boxes,  postal  letter  boxes  and  mail 
clerks'  tin  travelling  boxes 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing   postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official   uniforms ; . . 


$    750  18 
24  30 


314  34 

143  50 

1,002  70 

780  78 


2,679  30 

318  00 

12  25 

305  00 
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UNIONS     FORMED     DURING     THE 
MONTH  OF  SEPTEMBER,  1902. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notice  of  the  following"  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
September  : — 

New  Brunswick: 

St.  John — Builders'  Labourers. 

Quebec: 

Montreal — Retail  Boot  and  Shoe  Dealers 
Association. 

Ontario: 

Renfrew — Tailors. 

Toronto  Junction — Builders'  Labourers. 

Gait — Shoeworkers. 

"         Sawsmiths. 
Guelph — -Carpenters  and  Joiners. 

British  Columbia: 

Victoria — Boilermakers'  Helpers. 


REPORTS   OF   DEPARTMENTS   AND 
BUREAUS. 

The  following  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  were  received  at  the  Department 
of  Labour,  Ottawa,  during  September, 
1902  :— 

CANADIAN  REPORTS. 
Canadian  Shipping. 

List  of  shipping  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Marine  and  Fisheries,  being  a  list  of  vessels  on 
the  registry  books  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
on  December  31,  1901  ;  Ottawa,  King's  Printer  ; 
pages  351  ;  price  25  cents. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  on  the  reg- 
istry books  of  the  Dominion  on  December 
31,  1901,  was  6,792,  measuring  64,483 
tons  registered  tonnage,  or  an  increase  of 
57  vessels  and  4,949  tons  over  the  figures 
of  1900.  At  an  assumed  average  value  of 
$30  per  ton,  the  value  of  the  registered 
tonnage  of  Canada  on  December  31,  last, 
amounted  to  $19,934,490.  This  includes  old 
and  new  vessels,  sailing  vessels,  steamers 
and  barges.  The  number  of  new  vessels 
built  and  registered  in  Canada  during  1900 
was  335,  measuring  34,481  tons  registered 


tonnage,  which  at  a  value  of  $45  per  ton, 
gives  $1,551,645  as  the  value  of  new  vessels 
for  the  year.  The  list  issued  by  the  De- 
partment of  Marine  gives  the  name  of  each 
ship,  her  official  number,  the  port  at  which 
she  was  then  registered,  her  rig,  where  she 
was  built,  &c.  A  comparative  statement  is 
alson  given  in  the  list  of  the  tonnage  of  the 
maritime  states  of  the  world. 

Canadian  Insurance  Companies. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Insurance  of 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  for  the  year  ended  De- 
cember 31,  1901  ;  Ottawa,  King's  Printer  ;  582 
pages. 

The  business  of  fire  insurance  in  Canada 
was  carried  on  during  1901  by  thirty-eight 
companies,  of  which  nine  were  Canadian, 
twenty-one  British  and  eight  American. 
Two  Canadian  and  two  American  com- 
panies transacted  inland  marine  insurance 
also,  and  two  Canadian  companies  took 
risks  on  ocean  marine.  The  sum  of  $9,- 
650,348,  or  an  increase  of  $1,318,400  over 
1900,  was  received  from  premiums  during 
the  year,  and  $6,774,956  paid  for  losses,  or 
about  $1,000,000  less  than  that  paid  in  1900. 
The  gross  amount  of  policies,  new  and  re- 
newed, taken  by  fire  insurance  companies 
was  821,522,854,  the  premiums  charged 
thereon  amounting  to  $11,688,958.  The  rate 
of  premiums  was  much  higher  than  that 
of  1900.  As  compared  with  1900,  the 
amount  taken  among  Canadian  companies 
was  $16,042,198.  The  average  rate  of  pre- 
miums charged  on  each  $1,000  of  risk  taken 
in  1901  was  $14.02  as  against  $12.04  in 
1900. 

Canadian  Fisheries  Report. 

Supplement  No.  1  to  the  34th  Annual  Report 
of  the  Department  of  Marine  and  Fisheries. 
Special  reports  by  Prof.  E.  E.  Prince,  Dominion 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries  ;  King's  Printer,  Ot- 
tawa ;   30   pages. 

The  special  reports  contained  in  this  vol- 
ume   are    three    in    number,    namely,    '  on 
the  hatching  and  planting  of   trout/    '  on  i 
the  planting  of  predaceous  fish,'  and  '  on  the ' 
aim    and  method  of  fishing    legislation  '  : 
the  two  first  are  largely  of  a  technical  na-; 
ture.     Under  the  heading  of  fishery  leu 
lation,  however,  the  subject  is  approached 
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from  a  point  of  view  which  is  of  very  gen- 
eral interest.  The  false  impression  that 
fishery  regulations  are  merely  a  means  of 
securing  a  revenue  to  the  Government  is 
combatted  by  a  statement  of  the  Govern- 
ment's policy  with  regard  to  the  fisheries 
of  the  Dominion,  in  the  carrying  out  of 
which  all  revenue  resulting  was  ancillary 
and  incidental,  the  right  of  imposing  a  tax 
for  revenue  being  one  which  the  Dominion 
Government  has  most  studiously  refrained 
from  exercising.  The  public's  interest  in 
the  proper  carrying  on  of  the  fisheries,  how- 
ever, is  held  to  be  sufficient  grounds  for  a 
system  of  regulation.  The  four-fold  basis 
and  aim  of  the  fishery  legislation  is  stated 
to  be  (1)  the  preservation  of  the  fish,  (2) 
the  interests  of  the  fishermen  as  an  indus- 
trial community,  (3)  the  interests  of  the 
state  as  a  whole  and  (4)  international  in- 
terests. Corresponding  to  these  four  great 
interests,  the  report  groups  the  fishery  laws 
of  the  Dominion  under  four  categories  sep- 
arated under  ten  separate  divisions. 
Though  the  treatise  does  not  aim  to  be  ex- 
haustive, it  is  intended  to  outline  the  main 
types  of  fishery  legislation  as  illustrated 
under  the  Canadian  law,  accompanied  by 
a  brief  suggestion  as  to  their  rationale  and 
basis. 

Ontario  Mining. 

Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Mines,  1902  ;  King's 
Printer,  Toronto  ;  309  pages. 

The  year  1901  saw  substantial  progress 
in  the  mining  industry  of  Ontario,  especi- 
ally in  its  three  most  important  branches, 
namely,  the  production  of  iron,  copper  and 
nickle  ores.  As  compared  with  1898  the 
total  output  of  metallic  and  non-metalli- 
ferous product  in  Ontario  shows  an  in- 
crease in  value  of  $4,595,209,  or  63  per 
cent,  metallic  products  alone  showing  an 
increase  of  191  per  cent.  As  compared 
with  1900  the  gain  in  the  production  of 
metals  is  about  100  per  cent.  To  the  metal- 
liferous output  of  1900  copper  contributed 
11  per  cent,  nickle  37,  and  pig-iron  33  per 
cent,  a  total  of  81  per  cent.  In  the  min- 
ing of  nickle  and  copper  the  advance  dur- 
ing the  year  was  very  marked,  the  output 


of  both  metals  in  1901  being  the  largest 
yet  reached. 

As  an  indication  of  the  interest  taken  by 
the  general  public  in  the  mining  affairs  of 
the  province,  it  may  be  mentioned  that  47 
mining  companies  were  incorporated  un- 
der the  Ontario  laws  during  the  year  with 
a  nominal  capital  of  $27,716,000,  while  13 
companies  of  foreign  origin  took  out  li- 
censes to  sell  stock  and  hold  real  estate  in 
the  province  with  a  nominal  capital  of  $12,- 
250,000,  the  total  number  of  companies  be- 
ing 60,  with  an  aggregate  nominal  capital 
of  39,966,000.  In  1900  the  number  of  com- 
panies, was  57,  with  a  total  nominal  capi- 
tal of  $32,403,999. 

The  total  area  of  Crown  domain  granted 
in  1901  under  the  provisions  of  '  The 
Mines  Act '  was  40,001  acres,  which  real- 
ized $53,276.52,  as  compared  with  59,099 
acres,  realizing  $97,166.69  in  1900. 

For  the  first  quarter  of  1902  the  aggre- 
gate value  of  the  production  of  the  Ontario 
mines  was  $1,254,685  as  against  824,076  for 
the  first  quarter  of  1901,  an  increase  of  52 
per  cent,  gold,  silver,  nickle  and  copper 
showing  increases,  and  iron  ore  and  pig- 
iron  decreases. 

Full  statistics  of  the  metallic  output  for 
the  year  1901  constitute  the  bulk  of  the 
report.  Other  optics  treated  at  some  length 
are  summer  mining  schools,  the  provincial 
Assay  office,  Ontario  at  the  Pan-American, 
mineral  industries  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
various  metalliferous  belts,  and  a  detailed 
description  of  the  mines  of  Ontario. 

UNITED  STATES  EEPOKT. 
Ohio  Labour  Statistics. 

Twenty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  Statistics  of  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  State 
Printer,  Columbus  ;    843  pages. 

This  report  is  divided  into  six  parts,  in 
which  the  laws  governing  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Bureau  and  recent  Ohio  labour 
laws  and  court  decisions  are  given,  and  the 
various  subjects  coming  under  the  head  of 
manufactures,  coal  mining,  prison  labour, 
working  women  and  free  employment 
offices,  dealt  with. 
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In  Part  1  the  various  laws  relating  to  BRITISH  REPORT. 

labour,  and  amendments  which  have  been  ,,.              ,   ~ 

,  ,     .      ,,                             ,  .     «  ,,  Mines  and  Quarries, 
enacted  during  the  year,  are  printed  in  full, 

as    well    as    the    text    of    several    important  General  report  and  statistics  relating  to  per- 

™,-,-+    Jimv„«      u«« :^»—    +~    J«    ^z^v,    ^, u  sons  employed  and  accidents  in  mines  and  quar- 

court  decisions   having  to   do   with  work-  ries  in  ^e  yUnited  Kingdom>  and  to  the  enforce. 

men.        Part    2    gives    a    summary    of    the  ment  of  the   Mines     and     Quarries   Act,   1901  ; 

manufactures  throughout  the  state  in  1899  King's  Printer>  London  i  122  Pases- 

and  1900,  and  shows  the  method  adopted  in  According  to  this  report  of  the  Imperial 

gathering     the     information.       Extensive  Home  0fficGj  the  total  number  of  persons 

tables  follow,  giving  particulars  as  to  the  employed  at  mines  in  the  United  King- 
various  manufactures  in  detail.  Part  3,  dom  during  1901  was  839)l78j  and  at  quar. 
dealing  with  coal  mining,  opens  with  a  ries  94a88_  Qf  those  employed  at  mines, 
short  history  of  coal  mining  in  the  state,  666?626  worked  under  Rround)  and  of  the 
and  reviews  briefly  the  legislation  in  force  residue  5?588  were  f  emales.  Compared  with 
for  the  protection  of  miners.  Tables  are  1900  tW  was  an  increase  of  22}384  men 
printed,  giving  the  amount  of  coal  mined,  working  under  ^ound  and  lj912  males  and 
capital  invested,  value  of  the  product,  &c.  365  femaies  working  above  ground.  The 
Part  4  cites  the  provisions  of  the  label  total  %ures  are  the  largest  yet  recorded# 
law  relating  to  convict-made  goods,  and  The  number  of  persons  employed  inside  of 
prints  correspondence  between  the  Bureau  quarrieg  sll0ws  a  decrease  of  673  during 
and  its  agents  as  to  the  violation  of  the  1901>  while  in  the  number  of  those  employ- 
law.  ^  Part  5  deals  with  the  subject  of  ed  outside  an  increase  of  956  is  registered, 
working  women  and  gives  a  summary  for 

the  cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cin-  In   1901>   1>075   separate  fatal  accidents 

cinnati.     Of  the  total  number  interviewed,  occurred  in  the  mines  and  quarries  of  the 

the   average  wage  was  found  to  be  $4.83  United  Kingdom,  causing  the  loss  of  1,229 

per  week  and  expenses  for  board  and  lodg-  lives-     Compared  with  1900,  this  marks  a 

ing  $2.44.     Correspondence  relative  to  the  decrease  of  48  in  the  number  of  fatal  ac- 

refusal  of  certain  establishments  to  permit  cidents,  but  an  increase  of  52  in  the  nura- 

agents  of  the  Bureau  to  make  investiga-  ber  of  lives  lost.     The  worst  accident  dur- 

tion  is  printed  in  full,  together  with  the  in£  tne  year  was  the  explosion  of  fire  damp 

report     of     the     inspector     at     Cleveland.  at  the  Universal  Colliery,  Glamorganshire, 

Tables    are   given   showing   in    detail   the  which  caused  the  loss  of  81  lives.     So  far 

conditions  surrounding  working  women.  as  tne  mere  number  of  deaths  is  concerned, 

the  statistics  of  1901  show  no  improvement 
The  concluding  portion  of  the  report,  on  previous  years.  As  the  number  of  work- 
Part  6,  deals  with  free  public  employment  ers,  however,  is  now  more  than  four  times 
offices  and  chronology  of  labour  bureaus,  as  ^^^  as  'lt  was  na]f  a  century  ago,  the 
and  is  accompanied  with  tables  showing  dangers  of  the  occupation  have  been  re- 
details.  A  comparative  statement  for  the  duced  to  one  quarter  what  they  then  were, 
cities  of  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cincin-  Measuring  the  death  rate  also  on  the  basis 
nati,  Dayton,  and  Toledo,  shows  that  in  0f  tne  amount  of  material  raised  at  mines, 
1901,  the  number  of  situations  wanted  in  tbe  statistics  show  that  whereas  in  1851, 
the  case  of  males,  was  12,635,  help  want-  19  pers0ns  were  killed  per  1,000,000  tons 
ed,  11,727,  and  positions  secured,  8,155,  0f  coai  raised,  in  1901  only  between  4  and 
the  figures  for  the  year  previous  being  re-  5  Hves  were  lost  for  a  like  quantity  of  min- 
spectively,  11,079,  6,608  and  4,714.  In  1901,  eral.  Two-thirds  of  the  explosions  of  1901 
for  the  same  cities,  the  number  of  female  were  due  to  naked  lights,  illegal  use  of 
applicants  for  positions  was  10,688,  help  maTChes  or  the  illegal  opening  of  safety 
wanted,  16,547,  and  positions  secured,  iamps.  The  report  contains  full  returns 
8>682.  and  classification  of  all  the  mining  acci- 
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dents  reported  in  Great  Britain  during  the 
year. 

AUSTRALIAN  REPORT. 

New  South  Wales  Factory,  Shops  and 
Early  Closing  Acts. 

Report  of  the  working  of  the  Factory  and 
Shops  Act,  Early  Closing  Acts,  &c,  during  the 
year  1901  ;  Government  Printer,  Sydney  ;  25 
pages. 

The  statistics  for  New  South  Wales  for 
1901  show  a  material  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  factories  and  hands  employed.  In 
all,  the  official  books  at  the  end  of  the  year 

!  showed  a  total  of  2,195  factories  with  42,- 
273  hands  employed.    The  more  marked  in- 

|  creases  of  the  year  have  been  in  the  number 

I  of  factories  connected  with  the  manufac- 
ture  and   preparation   of   articles   of   food 

,  and  drink.  The  shirt-making  industry  also 
reported   a  very   marked   development,   al- 

!  though  the  building  trades  did  not  show 
the  evidences  of  expansion  characteristic  of 

:  the  season  of  1900. 

Considerable  difficulty   was   experienced, 
j  according  to  the  report,  by  the  factory  in- 
spectors  in   excluding   children  under  the 
|  statutory  age  from  factories.     Special  re- 
gulations  are   also   recommended  for    the 
|  controlling  of  dangerous  trades.     The  sec- 
i  ond  year's  experience  of  the  working  of  the 
Early  Closing  Act  has  demonstrated,  in  the 
i  opinion  of  the  Department  of  Labour,  that 
after   the   inconvenience    of    readjustment 
|  under  the  new  Act  was  overcome,  the  shop- 
!  keepers  as  a  whole  have  settled  down  to  the 
new  conditions. 

The  bulk  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  the 
special  reports  of  the  factory  inspectors  and 
to  tables  of  various  returns  of  the  manu- 
factures of  the  colony. 


EUROPEAN  REPORTS. 
Year-book  of  Labour  Legislation. 

Annuaire  de  la  legislation  du  travail,  publie 
par  rOmce  du  Travail,  Ministere  de  l'lndustrie 
et  du  Travail,  Royaume  de  Belgique  ;  Bruxelles, 
1902  ;   627  pages. 

The  fifth  year-book  of  labour  legislation 
published  by  the  Department  of  Labour  of 
Belgium,  the  first  of  which  appeared  in 
1897,  contains  the  text  of  the  legislative 
enactments  affecting  labour  passed  by  the 
different  countries  of  the  world  during  the 
year  1901,  with  an  appendix  to  the  year- 
book of  1900.  The  measures  affecting  the 
wage-earners  of  the  world,  the  text  of  which 
is  given  in  the  volume,  are  reported  as  93 
for  the  year  1901.  Of  these  Germany  has 
enacted  7,  Austria  1,  Belgium  6,  Denmark 
1,  France  6,  Great  Britain  6,  New  South 
Wales  6,  South  Australia  1,  Victoria  2, 
New  Zealand  4,  British  Columbia  1,  Nova 
Scotia  3,  Quebec  2,  Greece  2,  Italy  4,  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Luxembourg  1,  Holland 
7,  Sweden  2,  one  federal  and  3  cantonal 
Swiss  measures,  Peru  1,  the  United  States 
(federal)  1,  California  7,  Colorado  1,  Con- 
necticut 5,  Florida  1,  Massachusetts  5,  Mi- 
chigan 1,  Missouri  5,  and  New  York  3. 

The  scope  of  these  measures  is  of  con- 
siderable extent,  comprising  amongst  other 
things  shops  and  factories  Acts,  Sunday 
observance,  the  employment  of  women  and 
children,  Acts  regulating  the  working  of 
coal  and  other  mines,  and  providing  for 
the  protection  of  those  engaged  in  them, 
shop  closing  Acts,  apprenticeship,  the  re- 
cognition of  trade  unions,  old  age  and  ill- 
health,  pensions,  compensation  for  acci- 
dents, conciliation  and  voluntary  or  com- 
pulsory arbitration,  Acts  respecting  wages 
and  hours  of  labour  on  public  works,  the 
inspection  of  bake-shops,  &c. 
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RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting 
labour  are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports 
and  other  legal  records  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces of  Canada  : — 

ONTARIO  CASES. 

Conviction   for  using   Union   Label   for 
Non-Union  Goods. 

In  a  recent  prosecution  under  the  In- 
land Revenue  Act  a  conviction  was  obtain- 
ed because  a  cigar  dealer  had  sold  a  num- 
ber of  non-union  cigars  in  a  box  bearing 
the  Union  label. 

The  dealer  was  charged  with  a  violation 
of  Section  320  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Act 
(being  Revised  Statutes  of  Canada,  chap- 
ter 34).     This  section  reads  as  follows  : — 

'  Every  manufacturer  of  tobacco  or  ci- 
gars, and  every  other  person  who,  except 
as  permitted  by  this  Act,  packs,  puts  up 
or  has  in  his  possession  tobacco  or  cigars 
in  packages  which  have  been  before  used 
for  that  purpose,  shall,  for  the  first  of- 
fence, incur  a  penalty  of  ten  dollars  for 
each  box  or  package  so  unlawfully  used, 
and  for  each  subsequent  offence,  a  penalty 
of  fifty  dollars  for  each  box  or  package  so 
used.' 

The  chief  evidence  given  was  that  of  a 
person  who  stated  that  he  was  acting  for 
the  Cigarmakers'  International  Union, 
number  55.  It  appeared  that,  giving  an 
assumed  name,  he  told  the  dealer  that  he 
wanted  to  buy  one  thousand  of  a  certain 
brand  of  cigars,  but  that  .it  was  necessary 
that  they  should  have  the  union  label.  He 
admitted  in  his  evidence  that  he  did  not 
think  he  could  get  one  thousand  cigars  of 
that  kind  with  the  label,  because  the  manu- 
facturers had  stopped  making  union 
cigars,  and  that  his  object  therefore  was 
to  find  out  if  the  dealer  was  selling  non- 
union cigars  in  boxes  bearing  the  union 
label.  He  added  that  the  dealer  promised 
him  the  cigars  in  boxes  bearing  the  union 
label  ;  that  he  said  he  would  take  one  box 
in  advance,  and  that  the  dealer  then  took 
fifty  cigars  from  the  non-union  box  and 
put  them  into  a  box  bearing  the  union 
label,  and  said  that  he  would  do  the  same 
with  the  remainder  of  the  order. 


The  dealer  himself  gave  evidence  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  changed  the  cigars  from 
one  box  to  the  other  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  purchaser,  the  preceding  witness.  He 
also  said  that  he  had  given  the  purchaser 
the  box  from  which  the  cigars  had  been 
taken  as  well  as  the  union  box  into  which 
they  had  been  put  at  his  suggestion. 

The  police  magistrate  dismissed  the  case, 
which  was  then  appealed  to  the  County 
Court  judge.  Before  the  latter  it  was 
argued  that  the  Inland  Revenue  Act  was 
only  for  the  protection  of  the  government, 
and  that  as  the  government  had  not  lost 
any  money  or  had  not  been  defrauded  by 
the  transaction  in  question  there  could  be 
no  conviction  under  the  Act. 

The  court  held  otherwise,  however,  and 
convicted  the  cigar  dealer,  who  was  fined 
ten  dollars. 

(Miller  vs.  Engel.  Decision  of  Judge 
Monck,  rendered  at  Hamilton,  Aug.  1902). 

The  Legal  position  of  Labour  Unions. 

A  decision  recently  given  by  the  Master 
in  Chambers  at  Toronto  shows  that  the  ten- 
dency in  this  country  is  to  place  labour 
unions-  in  the  same  position  as  incorporated 
bodies,  as  regards  their  liability  to  be  sued, 
following  in  this  respect  a  recent  decision 
given  in  the  English  courts.  The  point 
arose  in  an  action  taken  by  the  Metallic 
Roofing  Co.  against  the  Local  Union  No. 
30  of  the  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Work- 
ers' Association,  as  well  as  against  several 
individual  strikers.  The  union  made  an 
application  to  have  it  declared  that  it  could 
not  be  sued  as  a  union.  The  Master  in 
Chambers,  however,  stated  that  that  was 
not  his  opinion,  but  instead  of  dismissing 
the  application,  he  allowed  it  to  be  con- 
tinued, so  that  the  point  could  be  decided 
by  the  higher  court  at  the  trial.  The  Mas- 
ter in  Chambers  added  that  his  opinion  on 
the  subject  agreed  with  that  given  by  Mr. 
Justice  Meredith  in  the  case  of  The  Mas- 
sey-Harris  Co.  vs.  Woodward,  where  his 
lordship  is  reported  to  have  said  :    '  Prima 
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facie  the  union  has  some  legal  existence. 
The  name  is  indicative  of  such  as  used  by 
its  members.  It  has  a  constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  was  formed  under  the  charter 
of  the  Iron  Moulders'  Union  of  America, 
issued  under  what  seems  to  be  the  common 
seal  of  that  body,  of  which  the  union  here 
is  apparently  a  part.  One  naturally  thinks 
that  the  larger  body,  at  all  events,  must  be 
incorporated  somewhere,  or  otherwise  have 
some  legal  existence  and  capacity,  and  it 
might  not  be  difficult  to  throw  considerable 
light  upon  the  matter  at  the  trial.' 

In  The  Massey-Harris  Co.  vs.  Woodward, 
however,  the  application  was  also  continued 
until  the  trial,  but  as  the  case  was  settled 
before  the  trial,  the  point  was  never  decided 
by  the  court. 

(Metallic  Roofing  Co.  vs.  Local  Union 
No.  30,  Amalgamated  Sheet  Metal  Work- 
ers' Association. — Decision  given  at  To- 
ronto,  September  10,  1902.) 

Liability  of  Strikers  for  Picketing. 

An  interesting  decision  respecting  the 
liability  of  employees  on  strike  for  induc- 
ing others  to  break  contracts  which  they 
have  previously  entered  into  with  their  em- 
ployers was  recently  decided  by  the  police 
magistrate  of  Kingston. 

It  appeared  that  a  number  of  men  em- 
ployed by  the  Canadian  Locomotive  Works 
Co.,  Kingston,  had,  on  account  of  some  dis- 
pute, gone  on  strike.  Some  time  after- 
wards, the  company  summoned  three  of 
these  former  employees  (who  were  also 
members  of  the  local  union)  for  picketing, 
and  for  inducing  one  of  its  employees  to 
break  his  contract.  The  evidence  was  to 
the  effect  that  a  machinist  from  Dundas, 
engaged  by  the  company  under  a  contract 
whereby  he  was  paid  twenty-two  cents  an 
hour  by  the  company  and  a  bonus  of  $5  per 
week,  for  at  least  four  weeks,  by  the  Amal- 
gamated Metal  Association,  was  induced  to 
stop  work  by  the  accused.  It  appeared  that 
they  had  intercepted  this  man,  near  the 
company's  works  and  elsewhere  upon  var- 
'ious  occasions,  and  had  advised  him  to  leave 


the  town.  Eventually,  one  of  the  accused 
lent  him  the  sum  of  $5  to  enable  him  to 
leave,  as  he  thereupon  did.  The  police 
magistrate  found  the  accused  guilty,  and 
fined  them  each  $50  and  costs.  It  is  stated 
that  an  appeal  will  be  taken  from  this  de- 
cision. 

The  section  of  the  Criminal  Code  which 
applies  to  such  cases  is  as  follows : — 

'  Every  one  is  guilty  of  an  indictable  of- 
fence and  liable,  on  indictment  or  on  sum- 
mary conviction  before  two  justices  of  the 
peace,  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars  or  to  three  months'  imprisonment, 
with  or  without  hard  labour,  who,  wrong- 
fully and  without  lawful  authority,  with  a 
view  to  compel  any  other  person  to  abstain 
from  doing  anything  which  he  has  a  lawful 
right  to  do,  or  to  do  anything  from  which 
he  has  a  lawful  right  to  abstain — 

(a)  uses  violence  to  such  other  person, 
or  his  wife  or  children,  or  injures  his  prop- 
erty; or 

(b)  intimidates  such  other  person,  or  his 
wife  or  children,  by  threats  of  using 
violence  to  him,  her  or  any  of  them,  or  of 
injuring  his  property;  or 

(c)  persistently  follows  such  other  per- 
son about  from  place  to  place ;  or 

(d)  hides  any  tools,  clothes  or  other  prop- 
erty owned  or  used  by  such  other  person,  or 
deprives  him  of,  or  hinders  him  in,  the  use 
thereof;  or 

(e)  with  one  or  more  other  persons,  fol- 
lows such  other  person,  in  a  disorderly  man- 
ner, in  or  through  any  street  or  road;  or 

(f)  besets  or  watches  the  house  or  other 
place  where  such  other  person  resides  or 
works  or  carries  on  business  or  happens  to 
be.' 

An  Alien  Labour  Case. 

An  appeal  has  been  taken  in  the  case  of 
R.  vs.  Hayes,  reported  in  the  last  number 
of  the  Labour  Gazette  (page  188).  In  this 
action,  Hayes,  the  secretary-treasurer  of  the 
Toronto  Carpet  Company,  was  convicted 
under  the  Alien  Labour  Act  for  having  en- 
gaged in  Lowell,  Mass.,  men  to  work  at  the 
factory  in  Toronto.  One  ground  for  the 
appeal  appears  to  be  that  it  is  contended 
that  the  man  imported  was  really  a  British 
subject.  The  case,  however,  has  not  yet 
been  argued  on  its  merits. 
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QUEBEC  CASES. 

The  Responsibility  of  Employers. 

Joseph  Marcoux  was  employed  in  work- 
ing upon  the  construction  of  a  wharf.  The 
stones  which  were  used  for  this  purpose 
were  brought  to  the  wharf  in  boats,  and 
as  the  wharf  was  higher  than  the  boats  a 
scaffold  was  used  to  unload  them.  This 
scaffold  was  composed  of  two  platforms,  one 
higher  than  the  other,  the  stones  being 
taken  from  the  boat  to  the  first  platform, 
from  the  first  platform  to  the  second  and 
from  there  down  to  the  wharf.  One  day, 
during  the  course  of  the  work,  the  foreman 
pointed  out  that  there  were  too  many 
stones  on  the  first  platform,  and  forbade 
the  workmen  to  leave  so  many  there;  the 
same  afternoon  some  of  the  workmen  them- 
selves, and  amongst  them  the  carpenters 
who  had  built  the  scaffold,  protested  that 
too  many  stones  were  being  put  on  the 
platform,  and  that  an  accident  was  likely 
to  happen  if  this  was  not  changed.  Never- 
theless on  the  same  afternoon,  Marcoux, 
together  with  several  other  workmen,  again 
put  a  large  number  of  stones  on  the  plat- 
form, which  was  thus  broken,  dragging  into 
the  water  the  stones  anri  +^e  men  who  were 
then  on  it.  At  the  moment  of  the  disaster, 
Marcoux  was  apparently  bending  down  to 
pick  up  a  stone,  and  he  likewise  was  thrown 
into  the  water  and  drowned. 

Marcoux's  widow  sued  his  employers  for 
$5,000  damages,  claiming  that  his  death 
was  caused  by  their  negligence,  as  he  was 
employed  to  put  stones  upon  a  scaffold 
which  was  not  sufficiently  well  built  to  bear 
their  weight.  At  the  trial  the  court,  how- 
ever, held  that  the  responsibility  of  the  em- 
ployer ceased  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  all 
necessary  measures  to  protect  his  em- 
ployees from  danger;  that  this  had  been 
done  in  this  particular  case;  and  that  as 
the  accident  was  caused  by  Marcoux's  own 
imprudence  in  continuing  to  place  so  many 
stones  on  the  scaffold  after  he  had  been  ex- 
pressly forbidden  by  the  foreman  to  do  so, 
there  was  no  right  of  action  against  his 
employers.  The  action  was,  therefore,  dis- 
missed with  costs. 


From  this  judgment  Marcoux's  widow 
appealed,  and  the  full  court  reversed  the  de- 
cision of  the  trial  judge,  stating  that  in 
order  to  free  himself  from  responsibility, 
an  employer  must  either  personally  or 
through  his  foreman  not  only  order  his  em- 
ployee to  discontinue  work  considered  to 
be  dangerous,  but  must  also  either  person- 
ally or  through  his  foreman  see  that  such 
orders  are  carried  out;  and  that  if  this  is 
not  done  he  is  responsible  for  an  accident 
which  happens  as  a  result  of  the  non-ob- 
servance of  these  orders.  Judgment  was: 
accordingly  given  in  favour  of  Marcoux's 
widow  for  $1,000  and  costs. 

From  this  second  judgment  the  em- 
ployers appealed  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,  which  on  March  10,  1902,  con- 
firmed the  judgment  last  referred  to.  The 
employers  have  taken  another  appeal  from 
this  judgment,  and  the  case  will  probably 
be  again  argued  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Canada. 

(Fournier  vs.  Lamoureux. — Judgment 
given  by  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  sitting 
at  Quebec,  March  10,  1902.) 

An  Action  for  Wages. 

One  Kelly  brought  action  against  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  claim- 
ing $257.15  damages  for  breach  of  contract. 
He  alleged  that  he  had  been  employed  by 
one  of  the  company's  foremen  for  a  certain 
fixed  period,  but  that  before  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  he  had  been  dismissed.  The 
company,  on  the  other  hand,  denied  that 
this  foreman  had  any  authority  to  engage 
any  one  for  the  time  stated ;  and  also  set  up 
that  Kelly  had  signed  a  document  which 
released  and  discharged  the  company  from 
any  'claim  he  might  have  against  it  for 
wages.  Kelly  asserted  that  this  release 
was  obtained  by  violence  and  fear.  It  ap- 
peared in  evidence  that  the  company's  em- 
ployees had  refused  to  give  him  a  pass 
home  or  any  of  his  pay  unless  he  signed 
such  discharge.  The  court,  therefore,  set 
the  release  aside,  and  awarded  Kelly  dam- 
ages to  the  extent  of  $147.50. 

(Kelly  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Eailway  Co. 
—Judgment  given  by  Mr.  Justice  Fortin, 
at  Montreal,  September  30,  1902.) 
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The    LABOUR    GAZETTE    wishes    to  the   results   of  the   investigation   in    full, 

draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  eyen  at  the  sacrifice  of  other  subjects  of 

fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken  ,             ,  .               .,.      ., 

to    have   information    as    complete    and  current  and  general  mterest>  thls  alterna- 

impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its  tive  being  inevitable  in  consequence  of  the 

accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re-  limited  space  in  the  Gazette. 

ports,  legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other  _.         .  .       .     _    .          •  . 

records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour,  The  subject  is  dealt  with  m  six  parts  :— 

necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or  Part  L  is  introductory  and  gives  an  ac- 

opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein.  -  ,,       .     .«             »  .,     .        ,. 

e                               J             r  count  oi  the  significance  ol  the  mvestiga- 

tion  conducted  by  the  department,  its  ex- 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  tent>  and  the  methods  pursued  in  making 

it; 

Ottawa,  November  15,  1902.  papt  n    giveg  a  general  account  of  the 

The  strike  of  the  miners  in  the  anthra-  economic  effects  experienced  in  this  coun- 

•cite  coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was  try ; 

terminated  on   October  15,  was  the    most  part  HI.   continues  the  subject  of    the 

important  industrial    conflict    which    this  preceding  part  by  reports  in  detail  from 

continent  has  witnessed  for  some  time.   Its  the  special  correspondents  of  the   Gazette, 

effects    upon    conditions    in    Canada    was  illustrating  conditions  in  the  several  cities 

great   and  far-reaching,   and  had  the  dis-  0f  the  Dominion ; 

pute  taken  place  in  this  country  itself,  it  part  jy    hag  to  do  with  the  subject  of 

could  hardly  have  received  more  attention  priceg  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal, 

from  the  local  press  than  was  given  to  it  and  is  almost  entirely  statistical.     It  con- 

during  the  concluding  weeks  of  the  strike.  tains  price  schedules  for  the  present  and 

Because  of  the  extent  to  which  conditions  twQ  preceding  years>  giving  detailed  infor- 

in  Canada  were  being  affected  in    conse-  mation  from  localities  throughout  the  Do- 

quence  of  the  strike,  and  because  of  the  minion  based  upon  0fficiai  returns  made  to 

critical  situation  which  would  have  been  the  department  by  retail  coal  dealers  and 

created  by  its  continuance,  the  Department  the  department's  special  correspondents; 

of  Labour  commenced  during  the  month  a  -~     .   TT     ,     ,        .,,     ,,            t          -,      ■• 

.  .  .           .                     ,                 .  Part  V.  deals  with  the  coal  production 

special  investigation  on  the  general  subject  ,           ,        -  -,        ,      .!_•        l*    j.   t  i 

,  Al            ,     *      x.        .      „        -,          ,    jn  and  supply  of  Canada,  this  subject    being 

oi   the  coal  situation  m   Canada   and  the  ,,                .          ,      ,     /.  ,■* 

„    ,       j.    ,           ..                       ..  .         .  among  the  most  important  ol  those  receiv- 

ertects  ol  the  strike  upon  conditions  here.  .                   ,           .,       ,.          ,    ,i  .     ,. 

mi             ,         „,....                   .  mg  general  consideration  at  this  time. 

lhe  results  ol  this  investigation  are  pub-  . 

lished  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette.  Fina11^  in  Part  YL>  a  brief  review  1S 
Owing  to  the  extreme  interest  of  the  sub-  ^"en  of  the  strlke  ltself' 
ject  and  the  fact  that    all    classes  in  the  To  admit  of  the  publication  of  this  ma- 
community  have  to  some  degree  been  af-  terial,  the  special  articles  on  the  rates  of 
fected,  it  has  appeared  advisable  to  publish  wages  and  hours  of  employment  of  railway 
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employees,  and  on  labour  organization  in  The  formation  of  an  Employers'  Asso- 
Canada,  which  were  to  have  appeared  as  ciation  in  the  city  of  Toronto  was  an  im- 
part of  a  series  of  special  articles  on  these  portant  event  of  the  month,  and  an  account 
subjects,  commenced  in  the  September  of  its  formation  and  of  the  objects  and  by- 
number  of  the  Gazette,  have  been  held  over  laws  of  the  association  is  also  given  in  the 
until  next  month  present  number. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

THE  month  of  October  showed  no  ten-  small,   and   excepting   the   strike   of   long- 

dency  towards   a   discontinuance  of  shoremen  commenced  at  Montreal  near  the 

the  general  prosperity  of  labour  which  has  close  of  the  month  involved  small  numbers 

been  a  leading  feature  of  the  present  indus-  of  employees. 

trial  season  all  over  the  Dominion.  The  The  demand  for  workmen  in  the  ut- 
most noteworthy  phenomenon  of  the  month  gtm  continues>  and  though  the  primary 
from  an  industrial  and  labour  standpoint  need  ig  for  men  to  aggigt  in  ^  varioug 
has  had  to  do  with  conditions  arising  out  operations  arising  out  of  the  threshing  and 
of  the  strike  of  anthracite  coal  miners  in  marketing  of  the  crops,  there  is  an  exten- 
Pennsylvania.  This  subject  is  treated  at  give  call  for  Craftsmen  in  many  trades  at 
length  m  a  special  article  in  the  present  is-  higher  rateg  of  wageg  than  have  been  offer. 
sue  of  the  Gazette,  and  consequently  no  ed  ^  many  seasons, 
mention  need  be  made  of  it  here,  except  by 

way  of  noting  the  interest  with  which  the  The  Industrial  Situation. 
disturbance  was  regarded  by  work-people  In  ^  older  provinces  the  geason  of  great. 
throughout  Canada.  This  in  some  cases  egt  actiyity  in  ^  agricultural  industry  is 
manifested  itself  in  donations  of  money  in  nQw  oyer  £qt  ^  yeaj.  though  ^  market. 
aid  of  the  striking  miners  from  various  ing  of  ^  yarioug  crQpg  ig  affording  a  con. 
Canadian  labour  organizations,  the  Domin-  siderabie  amount  of  employment.  Some 
ion  Trades  and  Labour  Council  taking  the  disappointment  has  been  felt  in  Ontario  as 
initiative  in  sending  out  an  appeal  to  work-  the  regult  of  the  comparatiVely  low  stand- 
men  all  over  Canada  for  the  raising  of  ard>  -n  quaHty  rather  than  in  quantity>  o£ 
funds  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  thig  year,g  app]e  ^  which  hag  had  an  un_ 

strikers.  favourable   effect   on   the   returns   of   both 

There  have  been  few  instances   during  growers  and  shippers.     The  apples  are  re- 

the  month  of  increases  in  the  rate  of  remu-  ported  to  be  large,  well-formed,  and  unusu- 

neration   of   labour,   though   the   tendency  ally  free  from  worms,  but  the  scab  is  worse 

may  be  said  to  be  still  in  the  direction  of  than  it  has  been  in  years.     In  this  connec- 

a  high  level  in  localities  and  trades  which  tion  the  preliminary  report  of  the  inspector 

have  not  as  yet  experienced  to  the  full  the  of  the  Ontario  Department  of  Agriculture 

influence  of  the  present  season's  movement  on  the  fruit  pest  known  as  San  Jose  scale, 

in  this  connection.     The  cost  of  living  sim-  which  has   been   recently  published,   is   of 

ilarly  shows  no  tendency  to  go  backward,  interest.       In  some  few  districts   also   an 

the  recent  and  still  present  inflation  of  coal  over-production  of  sugar  beets  is  complain- 

prices  being  the  leading  characteristic  of  ed  of,  the  farmers  in  certain  localities  of 

the  market,  though,  of  course,  only  of  a  Ontario  having  gone  too  extensively  into 

temporary  nature.  the  raising  of  this  crop. 

• 

The  number  of  strikes  in  Canada  report-  In  the  mining  industry  throughout  the 

ed  to  the  department  during  the  month  was  Dominion  normal  conditions  may  be  said 
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to  prevail,  except  in  regard  to  the  impetus 
to  coal  production  imparted  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania strike.  In  British  Columbia,  the 
feeling  of  hopefulness  commented  upon  as 
a  feature  of  the  September  situation,  con- 
tinued during  the  month  and  reacted  fav- 
ourably upon  the  general  business  and  trade 
situation  in  that  province. 

The  Lumber  Industry. 

The  lumber  industry  has  been  exception- 
ally active  throughout  Canada  during  Oc- 
tober. The  winter's  operations  of  cutting 
have  been  begun  in  the  woods,  in  spite  of 
the  unprecedented  difficulty  of  securing 
shantymen,  who,  in  the  Ottawa  district 
alone,  are  estimated  to  have  left  for  work  on 
the  limits,  to  the  number  of  5,000  men  dur- 
ing the  past  three  months.  Interest  in  lum- 
bering circles  has  also  been  greatly  aroused 
by  the  revival  of  the  square  timber  trade 
with  Great  Britain,  and  the  output  of  this 
product  is  expected  to  be  the  largest  in  sev- 
eral years.  Some  difficulty  in  this  connec- 
tion is  being  experienced  in  finding  the 
skilled  labour  necessary  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  square  timber,  the  hewers,  liners 
and  scorers  which  are  demanded  requiring 
to  be  much  more  expert  than  the  customary 
log  maker.  With  the  decline  of  the  square 
timber  business  a  few  years  ago,  the  men 
then  engaged  in  the  ocupation  left  it  in 
large  numbers,  and  its  revival  accordingly 
finds  the  number  of  competent  men  few,  in 
spite  of  the  exceptionally  high  wages  that 
are  being  offered.  The  general  labour 
stringency  in  the  lumber  industry  is  expect- 
ed to  be  relieved  as  the  mills  throughout 
the  Dominion  cease  operations,  and  the 
completion  of  harvesting  operations  in  the 
North-west  releases  the  men  engaged  it  it. 
An  interesting  event  of  the  month  has  been 
the  reports  of  explorations  under  direction 
of  the  Crown  Lands  Department  of  Onta- 
rio of  the  white  pine  areas  of  the  province, 
which  are  said  to  be  much  more  extensive 
than  was  originally  supposed.  In  British 
Columbia  the  unprecedently  active  condi- 
tions which  have  marked  the  entire  season 
in  the  lumbering  industry  continued  during 
October,  and  the  development  of  the  Cana- 


dian North-west  by  the  influx  of  Ameri- 
can settlers  is  expected  to  encourage  and 
render  permanent  a  still  more  active  domes- 
tic trade  in  the  products  of  the  British  Col- 
umbia forests.  A  number  of  United  States 
saw-mills  are  coming  into  the  province,  and 
in  spite  of  the  import  duty,  Canadian 
shingles  are  finding  a  market  in  the  United 
States.  Prices  have  shown  a  marked  ten- 
dency to  stiffen.  In  the  pulp  wood  industry 
the  event  of  the  month  has  been  the  im- 
posing by  the  United  States  of  an  export 
duty  on  Canadian  pulp  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  license  duties  removed  by  the  Onta- 
rio and  Quebec  governments.  There  is  now 
charged  a  duty  of  25  cents  per  ton  on  me- 
chanically ground  pulp,  and  25  cents  per 
1,400  pounds  on  chemical  pulp  or  sulphite 
shipped  from  Canada  into  the  United 
States. 

Rules  for  Lumber  Camps. 

Regulations  to  govern  employers  of  la- 
bour and  employees  in  unorganized  dis- 
tricts of  Ontario,  with  a  view  to  preventing 
a  recurrence  of  the  small-pox  outbreak  of 
last  season  have  been  issued  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Ontario  board  of  health.  They 
are  as  follows : — 

Shantymen,  miners  and  other  employees  of 
lumbering  camps,  mining  camps,  saw-mills, 
smelting  works  and  other  industries  or  any  rail- 
way construction  camp,  are  hereby  notified  and 
cautioned  by  the  Provincial  Board  of  Health, 
under  the  Act  respecting  sanitary  regulations  in 
unorganized  territories.     It  is  required: 

1.  That  all  owners,  managers,  agents  or  fore- 
men, or  other  persons  in  charge,  employ  only 
vaccinated  persons;  that  all  employees  are 
equally  required  to  comply  with  the  regulations. 

2.  That  all  employers  of  labour  shall  contract 
with  a  medical  practitioner  for  their  employees 
and  works,  and  are  authorized  to  deduct  from 
the  pay  due  to  any  employee  a  sum  not  less 
than  50  cents  and  not  exceeding  $1  per  month. 

3.  That  a  hospital  for  the  care  of  the  sick 
must  be  provided  by  every  employer,  and  that 
the  men  are  entitled  not  only  to  regular  treat- 
ment therein,  but  also  to  have  the  camps  and 
surroundings  inspected  regularly  and  main- 
tained in  good  sanitary  condition. 

That  failure  on  the  part  of  any  person  to 
comply  with  any  regulation  of  the  Provincial 
Board  of  Health,  renders  him  liable  to  the  pen- 
alties provided  in  the  Act. 

The  Fishing  Industry. 

Interest  in  the  fishing  industry  of  Can- 
ada during  October  has  been  chiefly  cen- 
tred  in  the   concluding  operations   of  the 
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season  in  British  Columbia.  The  cohoe 
season  there  reached  its  height  and  good 
catches  were  reported,  the  price  paid  at  the 
canneries  being  12£  cents  per  fish.  Few 
dog-salmon  have  been  taken  this  year, 
though  trade  in  this  product  between  Brit- 
ish Columbia  and  Japan  has  now  reached 
the  point  where  its  permanence  is  thought 
assured.  Over  2,500  tons  have  been  packed 
on  the  coast  for  this  trade  during  the  pres- 
ent season,  the  market  giving  signs  of  more 
favourable  conditions  than  were  realized 
last  year.  As  until  the  establishment  of 
this  trade  there  was  no  market  for  this 
class  of  fish,  the  numbers  of  men  employed 
in  packing  the  dog-salmon  this  season  are 
specially  significant.  The  whole  Oriental 
market  for  British  Columbia  fish  products, 
in  fact,  is  receiving  an  unusual  amount  of 
attention  during  the  present  season.  Large 
shipments  of  canned  salmon  have  also  en- 
tered the  port  of  Vancouver  during  the 
month  from  the  northern  provincial  ports 
for  transhipment  via  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  to  the  English  market.  On  the 
Atlantic  coast,  the  Department  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries,  in  order  to  promote  still  fur- 
ther the  lobster  fishing  industry  of  the  ma- 
ritime provinces  has  sanctioned  the  erec- 
tion of  three  new  lobster  hatcheries  in  the 
Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  one  at  Shippegan 
Island  in  the  centre  of  the  lobster  canner- 
ies of  northern  New  Brunswick,  the  second 
at  the  entrance  to  Shemogue  harbour,  mid- 
way between  the  canneries  of  Shediac  and 
Cape  Tormentine  districts,  and  the  third 
at  Lobster  Point,  a  few  miles  from  Char- 
lottetown.  The  lobster  fishing  industry,  it 
may  be  remarked,  is  second  only  to  the 
catch  of  salmon,  in  the  race  for  premier 
place  in  the  fishing  industry  of  the  Domin- 
ion, greatly  exceeding  the  mackerel  and 
herring  fisheries,  which  follow  next  in 
order.  In  the  last  named  fisheries  in  Nova 
Scotia  the  catches  of  the  month  have  been 
disappointing. 

Manufacturing. 

The  feature  of  the  month  in  manufac- 
turing circles  is  the  extent  to  which  new 
factories  are  being  built  and  equipped,  es- 


pecially in  the  province  of  Ontario,  the 
number  of  extensive  concerns  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  province  being  par- 
ticularly large.  It  is  impossible  of  course 
to  enumerate  these  in  detail,  though  special 
mention  may  be  made  of  the  large  works  for 
the  manufacture  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments that  are  being  established  by  the 
Deering  Company  at  Hamilton.  The  in- 
auguration of  the  manufacture  of  beet 
sugar  at  Berlin,  Dresden  and  Wallaceburg 
in  Ontario  also  calls  for  special  mention. 
Another  noticeable  event  of  the  month  in 
manufacturing  circles  was  the  opening  of 
the  new  power  canal  of  the  Clergue  estab- 
lishment at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  the  forerunner  of  still  further 
industrial  developments  on  a  large  scale 
at  that  point.  The  annual  meetings  of  two 
large  milling  companies  of  Canada,  the 
Lake  of  the  Woods  Company  and  the  Ogil- 
vie  Company  are  also  important  events  of 
the  month  from  a  manufacturing  stand- 
point, in  view  of  the  satisfactory  statements 
that  were  issued  to  the  shareholders  of  these 
large  concerns. 

Transportation. 

The  activity  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies throughout  the  Dominion  has  been 
another  very  prominent  feature  of  the 
month  just  closed.  Towards  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober the  resumption  of  coal  shipments 
in  part  accounted  for  this,  but  the  move- 
ment of  the  grain  crops  of  the  west  was  un- 
doubtedly the  chief  problem  with  which 
Canadian  transport  had  to  deal  during  Oc- 
tober. On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the 
situation  was  fairly  met,  in  spite  of  the  ser- 
ious complaints  of  car  shortages  which  have 
been  received  from  several  localities.  Leth- 
bridge,  N.W.T.,  for  instance,  on  account  of 
the  great  demand  for  coal  mined  there,  has 
particularly  suffered,  and  at  various  points 
in  Manitoba  and  the  Territories  elevators 
are  reported  full  and  unable  to  receive  the 
additional  grain  which  the  farmers  are  anx- 
ious to  market.  Light  is  shed  on  the  gen- 
eral situation  in  the  matter  of  the  move- 
ment of  the  grain  of  the  west,  however,  by 
the  fact  that  there  has  been  shipped  from 
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the  port  of  Montreal  to  foreign  parts  be- 
tween the  opening  of  navigation  and  the 
first  of  October  of  the  present  year,  13,688,- 
000  bushels  of  wheat,  as  compared  with 
10,713,000  bushels  during  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  there  being  a  falling  off, 
however,  in  shipments  of  oats,  corn,  and 
pease,  though  cheese  shipments  have  grown 
from  1,291,000  boxes  to  1,431,000  boxes  this 
year.  On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  grain, 
under  the  conditions  of  the  present  season, 
is  being  moved  more  rapidly  than  ever  be- 
fore, much  more  having  been  already  dis- 
posed of  than  a  year  ago,  although  the  ship- 
ping season  this  year,  owing  to  harvest  con- 
ditions, opened  ten  days  later  than  in  1901. 
There  was  also  a  considerable  demand  on 
the  railways  in  connection  with  the  move- 
ment of  the  apple  crop  of  Ontario,  of  which 
]arge  shipments  were  sent  into  the  North- 
west as  well  as  east  to  Montreal  for  export. 

During  the  month  the  counties  of  Lake 
St.  John  and  Chicoutimi  voted  $100,000  in 
favour  of  the  proposed  trans-Canada  rail- 
way. The  extent  to  which  railway  con- 
struction operations  have  been  carried  on 
the  various  old  lines  throughout  Canada  has 
also  been  a  feature  of  the  present  season, 
and  of  the  month  just  closed. 

Annual  Railway  Meeting's. 

The  21st  annual  meeting  of  the  share- 
holders of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company  was  held  in  Montreal  on  October 
1,  when  the  annual  report  of  the  directors, 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  the  Septem- 
ber issue  of  the  Gazette,  was  presented  and 
discussed.  Besides  referring  to  the  various 
particulars  therein  presented,  the  meeting 
also  discussed  the  offer  of  the  company  to 
establish  a  fast  Atlantic  service  under  sub- 
sidy of  the  Dominion  government. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  also 
held  its  annual  meeting  in  October,  when 
the  report  of  the  railway's  operations  for 
the  half  year  ending  June  30,  1902,  was 
presented  and  unanimously  approved.  The 
first  half  of  the  year,  according  to  the  pre- 
sident, had  been  one  of  progress  and  pros- 
perity, and  the  directors  were  enabled  to  re- 


commend the  payment  of  the  full  dividend 
on  the  second  preference  stock  of  the  com- 
pany which  had  received  no  dividend  out 
of  the  first  half  year's  revenue  since  1883. 
The  gross  receipts  for  the  period  showed  an 
increase  of  £89,406  over  last  year,  the  num- 
ber of  passengers  carried  being  greater  by 
320,414,  and  the  tons  of  freight  moved 
showing  an  increase  of  61,275.  Working 
expenses  amounted  to  £1,590,013,  or  an  in- 
crease of  £58,752.  There  was  also  an  addi- 
tion to  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  of 
way  of  £18,624,  and  in  the  charge  for  main- 
tenance of  equipment  of  £92,061.  The  re- 
building of  locomotives  and  cars  had  not 
proceeded  as  rapidly  as  was  desired  during 
the  half  year,  but  the  engine  renewal  fund 
was  increased  by  £68,643,  and  the  car  re- 
newal fund  by  £117,720.  Whereas  a  few 
years  ago  it  was  the  cutom  to  build  cars  of 
only  ten  tons  capacity,  and  the  average 
weight  of  a  locomotive  was  47  tons,  the 
average  cars  built  to-day  have  a  capacity 
of  30  tons,  and  the  locomotives  under  pres- 
ent methods  of  construction  weigh  under 
normal  conditions  no  less  than  91  tons. 
The  reduction  of  transportation  costs  were 
explained  in  detail,  as  well  as  improvements 
effected  in  the  rolling  stock  of  the  company. 
The  question  of  the  harbour  facilities  of 
Montreal  was  also  discussed  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  company's  position  there.  A 
very  interesting  return  presented  by  the 
traffic  department  is  that  which  shows  that 
during  1901  no  fewer  than  115  new  indus- 
tries, representing  a  capital  of  £5,000,541, 
comprising  many  large  works  and  manufac- 
tories were  established  or  put  in  course  of 
establishment  along  the  company's  lines  in 
Canada,  while  51,  with  a  capital  of  £1,985,- 
000  were  established  along  the  lines  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  in  the  United  States. 

Dominion  Revenue. 

The  finally  revised  tabulation  of  the 
financial  returns  of  the  Dominion  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1902,  and  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  were 
presented  during  the  month,  and  are  of  in- 
terest to  business  circles  all  over  Canada. 
There  is  a  growth  in  revenue,  and  so  far  as 
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the  quarter  is  concerned  a  decline  in  out- 
lay both  on  ordinary  and  on  capital  ac- 
count. Returns  for  the  fiscal  year  are  as 
follows : — 

Revenue—  1901.  1902. 

Customs $28,425,284  $32,191,978 

Excise 10,318,266  11,205,288 

Post  Office 3,441,504  3,881,266 

Public     Works     and     Rail- 
ways      5,770,070  6,468,311 

Miscellaneous 4,559,574  4,277,384 

Total $52,514,701     $58,024,228 

Expenditure $46,866,367    $50,739,953 

Capital  expenditure — 

Public     Works     and     Rail- 
ways  $7,290,542  $9,449,174 

Dominion   lands 269,060  370,358 

Militia 135,885  299,697 

Railway  subsidies 2,512,329  2,093,939 

Iron  and  steel  bounty..    ..     782,348 

South  African  contingent..  908,681  257,613 

N.W.T.    Rebellion 1,631  1,543 

Total $11,114,866     $13,252,068 

For  the  three  months  of  the  current  year 
the  returns  are  as  follows: — 

Revenue—  1901.  1902. 

Customs $  8,009,768  $  9,099,086 

Excise 2,653,265  2,834,455 

Post  Office 780,000  890,000 

Public     Works     and     Rail- 
ways      1,652,248  1,750,746 

Miscellaneous 453,238  613,079 

Total $13,548,519     $15,187,367 

Expenditure $  8,083,135    $  7,976,993 

Capital  expenditure — 

Public     Works     and     Rail- 
ways      2,438,510  1,075,635 

Dominion  Lands 52,584  35,425 

Militia 22,504  10,793 

Railway    subsidies 745,930  127,420 

Iron   and  steel  bounty 52,482 

South  African   contingent..          86,248  65,610 

N.W.T.  Rebellion ....    267 

Total $  3,345,778     $  1,567,069 

For  the  month  of  September  alone  the  re- 
ceipts totalled  $5,428,419  as  against  $4,731,- 
456  in  1901.  The  expenditure  was  $2,422,- 
877  as  against  $2,720,152  in  1901.  The 
capital  outlay  also  shows  a  decline.  It  was 
last  month  $801,554  as  against  $853,962  a 
twelvemonth  before. 

Iron  and  Steel  Bounties. 

Another  financial  statement  of  very  gen- 
eral interest  which  was  handed  out  towards 
the  close  of  October  was  that  relating  to  the 
total  amounts  claimed  from  the  Dominion 
government  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  in 


June  last,  in  the  form  of  bounties  for  the 
production  of  pig  iron,  puddled  iron  bars 
and  steel  ingots.  The  amount  claimed  was 
$947,361,  of  which  $791,089  was  paid. 
Claims  for  hot  metal  to  the  extent  of  $32,- 
870,  for  steel  for  hot  metal  to  the  extent  of 
$78,790,  for  undefined  doubtful  metal  to 
the  amount  of  $13,180,  and  for  miscella- 
neous to  the  amount  of  $31,430,  were  with- 
held. The  total  production  of  iron  and 
steel  upon  which  bounty  was  claimed  was 
413,039  tons,  made  up  as  follows : — Pig 
iron,  341,654  tons,  value  $741,009;  iron 
bars,  6,984  tons,  value  $20,549;  steel  in- 
gots, 64,401  tons,  value  $185,802.  The  de- 
tails of  the  claims  made  by  the  several  com- 
panies engaged  in  producing  iron  and  steel 
were  as  follows  : — 

Pig  Iron.  Tons.  Bounty. 

Canada   Iron    Furnace  Co.,    Mid- 
land   31,165  $80,146 

Canada   Iron   Furnace   Co.,    Rad- 
nor Forges 6,712  18,302 

Deseronto  Iron  Co 11,396  22,531 

Dominion   Iron   and   Steel    Co.    ..  201,247  393,952 

The  Electric  Reduction  Co 56,059  168,525 

Hamilton   Steel   and   Iron  Co.    ..  62,059  161,525 

John  McDougall  and  Co 1,043  3,027 

Nova   Scotia  Steel   and  Coal   Co.  27,974  61,356 

Total 341,654  $741,009 

Puddled  bars — 

Hamilton   Iron   and   Steel   Co.    ..       6,984    $20,549 

Steel  ingots — 

Dominion  Iron  and  Steel  Co.  ..  28,026  78,790 
Hamilton  Steel  and  Iron  Co..  ..  16,771  49,140 
Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Co...     19,602      57,871 

Total 64,401  $185,802 

Foreign  Trade. 

The  growth  of  Canadian  foreign  trade 
still  continues.  For  the  first  three 
months  of  the  present  fiscal  year,  ending 
September  30,  the  aggregate  trade  on  the 
basis  of  imports  for  consumption  and  ex- 
ports of  all  kinds  amounted  to  $112,481,- 
550,  an  increase  of  $7,750,000  over  the  same 
period  of  last  year.  The  imports  for  con- 
sumption totalled  $50,911,940,  being  an  in- 
crease of  $3,887,227.  Dutiable  goods  show 
a  gain  of  $3,963,147,  while  imports  of  free 
goods  slightly  declined.  Exports  of  domes- 
tic produce  reached  a  total  of  $57,493,5S5, 
being  an  increase  of  $7,359,388  over  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1901.  The  exports  of 
animals  and  their  produce  were  $5,363,145 
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better  than  for  the  first  quarter  of  the  pre-  sheep,    £13,000 ;    eggs,    £30,000.        Equally 

vious  fiscal  year,  but  mineral  products  de-  phenomenal  also  are  the  increases  in  the 

creased  by  $2,304,000.       Exports  of  other  British  exports  to  Canada  during  the  past 

products  increased  as  follows : — Products  of  nine  months,  namely,  cotton  piece  goods, 

the  fisheries,  $95,330;  products  of  the  for-  £148,000;   jute,  £19,000;   woollen,  £90,000; 

est,  $2,148,936;  agricultural  products,  $1,-  worsted,    £75,000;    haberdashery,    £46,000; 

383,191;  manufactures,  $644,426.  pig  iron,  £71,000;  bar  iron,  £41,000;  railway 

During  the  month  various  evidences  were  lron>  £110,000 ;   sheets,  boiler  plates,  £51,- 

offered  of  the  possibility  of  still  further  ex-  00° '  galvanized  sheets,  £70,000 ;  tin  plates, 

tension  of  the  foreign  market  for  Canadian  £60,000 ;  cast  wrought  iron,  £47,000 ;  steel, 

goods,  notably  in  France  and  the  Dutch  inwrought,  £114,000. 

West  Indies.  In  a  statement  appearing  An  important  event  of  the  month  in  con- 
in  the  monthly  summary  of  commerce  and  nection  with  Imperial'  trade  was  the  inau- 
finance  of  the  United  States  for  August,  guration  of  the  trade  between  South  Africa 
1902,  Canada  stands  first  among  all  the  and  this  country  by  the  sailing  of  the  Allan 
principal  countries  of  the  world  in  the  per-  liner  Ontarian  for  South  Africa  direct, 
centage  of  growth  in  exports  from  1891  to  with  6,500  tons  of  typical  Canadian  cargo. 
1901  inclusive.  In  growth  of  imports  the  Flour,  butter,  cheese,  canned  goods,  apples, 
Dominion  occupies  fourth  place.  lumber,  fodder,  tobaccos,  &c,  were  included 

A  proclamation  in  the  Canada  Gazette,  in  the  list>  and  the  sailing  of  the  vessel  was 
bringing  into  force  the  Act  respecting  the  made  tne  occasion  of  a  celebration  on  board 
coasting  trade  of  Canada,  passed  at  the  last  the  vesseL  The  service  at  the  outset  is 
session  of  Parliament,  but  held  over  until  beinS  restricted  to  freight,  but  the  steam- 
it  should  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Impe-  ship  company  feels  confident  that  its  scope 
rial  government,  is  an  important  event  of  wil1  have  to  be  enlarged  to  include  passen- 
the  month.     In  brief,  the  law  provides  that  gers- 

hereafter  it  shall  not  be  possible  for  a  for-  The  Imperial  government  during  October 

eign-built  ship  by  merely  obtaining  a  Brit-  again  refused  to  remove  the  embargo  against 

ish  register,  to  engage  in  the  coasting  trade  Canadian  cattle.     In  connection  with  the 

in  Canada.     The  Act  will  not  apply  to  ves-  custom  cattle  trade  some  complaint  of  lack 

sels  already  in  the  trade,  but  will  prevent  0f  tonnage  to  carry  the  freight  offered  at 

others   from   being  brought   in,   and  it  is  Montreal,  which  had  the  alleged  effect  of 

thought  will  lead  to  the  further  building  of  diverting  the  shipment  of  western  Canadian 

steel  vessels  in  Canada.  cattle   to    American   ports,   was   registered 

during  the  month.  • 

Imperial  Trade. 

Recent  British  reports  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Trade. 

Trade  show  large  increases  in  Anglo-Cana-  Domestic   trade   during   the   month   has 

dian  trade.     The  British  imports  in  Cana-  continued  to   show  the  same  activity  and 

dian  wheat  increased  during  the  past  nine  the  same  general  prosperity  characteristic 

months  £716,000;  flour  increased  £250,000.  of  the  earlier  part  of  the  season,  though 

Other   increases   were:     Bacon,    £236,000  ;  October    is    not    the    most    active    period 

cheese,   £227,000;   butter,   £217,000;   hams,  of  the  year   for    country   retail  trade,  and 

£92,000  ;    cattle,   £17,000  ;   horses,   £8,000  ;  the  full  effect  of  the  recent  bountiful  har- 

hewn  wood,  £9,000;   sawn  wood,  £190,000.  vest   is  only  as  yet  beginning  to  be  felt. 

The  total  imports  of  Canadian  canned  sal-  Clearing  houses  in  many  parts  of  the  Do- 

mon  were  £215,000  from  the  Atlantic,  £790,-  minion  show  large  increases,  and  in  spite 

000  from  the  Pacific,  and  of  lobsters,  £147,-  of  the  injurious  effect  of  a  factor  like  the 

000.     On  the  other  hand  maize  decreased  coal  strike,  business  has  been  good  through- 

£417,000;   oats,  £194,000;  pease,  £116,000;  out  the  country.     The  sorting  up  trade  in 
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dry  goods  has  been  active  among  whole- 
salers and  a  large  increase  in  the  demand 
for  Canadian  staple  woollen  and  cotton 
goods  is  reported  from  many  points  in  Can- 
ada. The  movement  of  western  grain 
caused  considerable  stringency  in  the 
money  market  at  leading  Canadian  centres, 
and  the  improved  financial  condition  of  the 
farming  community  generally  which  tend- 
ed to  make  grain  deliveries  slower  this 
year  than  usual,  has  had  a  backward  effect 
upon  collections,  especially  in  the  country 
districts.  A  severe  decline  in  values  of 
Canadian  stocks  was  another  feature  of  the 
month's  business  which  may  be  attributed 
largely  to  tight  money.  On  the  whole,  how- 
ever, the  marl§et  stood  the  liquidation  well, 
and  before  the  end  of  the  month  many  in- 
stances of  reviving  values  were  reported. 
Dun  &  Co.  reported  during  the  month  but 
840  Canadian  failures  during  the  first 
nine  mOnths  of  1902  as  compared  with 
1,009  last  year  and  1,024  in  1900.  Liabili- 
ties were  $9,322,467  as  against  $8,137,327 
in  1901.  The  phenomenally  large  default 
this  year  of  a  woollen  mill  for  over  $2,300,- 
000,  however,  should  be  taken  into  consider- 
ation in  any  attempt  to  institute  a  fair 
comparison.  Outside  of  this  one  disaster, 
manufacturing  losses  were  exceptionally 
light,  while  trading  losses,  had  it  not  been 
for  one  heavy  failure  in  British  Columbia, 
would  also  compare  most  favourably  with 
last  year.  The  returns  by  provinces  are  as 
follows : —  . 


No. 

Assets. 

Liabilities 

British  Columbia 

Nova,  Scot. a 

304 
311 

71 
05 

45 

38 

0 

$ 

1,849,118 

3,250,147 

1,120,350 

140,021 

200,800 

92,319 

12,800 

$ 

2,081,158 

5,034,4(18 

1,465,408 

320,297 

Manitoba     

New  Brunswick    . 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

200,000 

180,999 
31,400 

Totyl 

Total,  1900 

Total,  1900.    . . . 
Total,  1900 

840 
1,009 
1,024 

870 

0,072,155 

!  1,115,072 
li.54S.003 
5,307,845 

9,322,407 
8,137,327 
9,029.251 
7.414.020 

The    annual   statement    of   the    Molsons 
Bank  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 


may  be  referred  to  as  in  keeping  with  the 
general  business  situation  throughout  the 
country.  Of  total  net  profits  amounting  to 
$351,000,  about  $225,000  went  into  divi- 
dends, and  $100,000  was  added  to  reserve 
fund.  The  non-interest  bearing  deposits 
amounted  to  $3,545,000  as  compared  with 
$2,792,000  a  year  ago,  while  the  interest 
bearing  deposits  amounted  to  $13,551,000 
as  compared  with  $12,546,000  in  1901.  The 
bank  note  circulation  now  amounts  to  $2,- 
446,000  as  compared  with  $2,458,000  last 
year.  Calls  and  short  loans  on  bonds  and 
stocks  amounted  to  $2,808,000  as  compared 
with  $1,215,000  a  year  ago. 

Trade  with  the  Yukon. 

Some  interesting  official  returns  as  to 
trade  between  the  Yukon  and  older  Canada 
were  presented  during  October,  and  show 
as  was  stated  in  the  Labour  Gazette 
last  month,  that  the  trade  of  the  territory 
is  coming  more  and  more  into  Canadian 
hands.  The  difficulties  on  account  of  the 
short  season  of  navigation,  the  necessity  of 
carrying  large  stocks,  the  high  rate  of  insur- 
ance and  freight  charges,  the  deterioration 
of  some  lines  of  goods  through  intense  cold 
and  the  excessive  cost  of  help,  are  very  con- 
siderable. The  report  made  by  the  com- 
missioner appointed  by  the  Minister  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  shows  that  while  in 
1898  only  10  per  cent  of  the  Yukon  trade 
was  Canadian,  the  proportion  has  grown  to 
67  per  cent  for  the  year  ending  June,  1902, 
the  greater  success  of  American  commer- 
cial houses  during  the  earlier  period  being 
attributed  to  their  experience  and  trade 
connections.  In  trade  by  the  ocean  route 
via  the  Yukon  river  the  foreign  houses  still 
retain  an  advantage,  their  aggregate  ship- 
ments by  this  route  last  year  being  valued 
at  $654,558  as  compared  with  $612,406 
worth  of  Canadian  goods.  By  the  Skag- 
way,  White  Horse  Railway  and  Upper  Yu- 
kon routes,  however,  the  Canadian  goods 
shipped  during  the  year  were  valued  at 
$3,109,187,  and  foreign  goods  $1,192,361. 
Of  a  total  trade  of  $5,568,512  Canada  sup- 
plied $3,721,593,  and  other  countries  $1,- 
846,919. 
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The  respective  advantages  of  the  two  082.  The  influx  of  the  American  settlers 
routes  may  be  seen  from  the  record  of  the  is,  as  will  be  noted  from  the  above,  a  con- 
tonnages  of  last  year  which  showed  26,614  tinuing  feature  of  the  movement,  and  in 
tons  as  going  into  the  Yukon  by  the  White  the  opinion  of  the  Superintendent  of  Ame- 
Horse  Railway,  and  10,967  by  St.  Michaels,  rican  Immigration  will  be,  in  contradistinc- 
Dawson,  according  to  the  Commissioner,  is  tion  of  the  experience  of  previous  years, 
becoming  more  and  more  a  wholesale  cen-  actively  maintained  all  winter,  the  harvest 
tre.  With  regard  to  the  various  classes  of  season  just  closed  having  directed  attention 
goods  which  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  Yukon  as  never  before  to  the  agricultural  possibi- 
market  mention  is  particularly  made  of  lities  of  western  Canada. 
Canadian  carpets,  boots  and  shoes,  hay,  The  colonization  operations  of  the  season 
oats,  sashes  and  doors,  engines,  boilers,  in  New  Ontario  still  continue,  especially 
miners'  tools,  electrical  appliances,  &c,  aiong  the  line  of  the  Algoma  Central,  the 
though  the  fact  that  the  country  produces  settlers  coming  mainly  from  the  older  pro- 
virtually  nothing  but  gold  makes  the  list  of  vinces,  the  United  States  and  Great  Bri- 
imports  a  wide  and  varied  one.  tain.       The  colonization  roads  department 

The  value  of  goods  arriving  in  Dawson  has  been  unusually  busy  this  year,  building 

during  September  were:  Via  White  Horse,  roads  in  the  Nipissing,  Algoma,  Thunder 

$1,146,201 ;  via  St.  Michael,  $165,145 ;  total,  Bay  and  Rainy  River  districts,  about  $175,- 

$1,311,346.     Customs  collected  during  Sep-  000  or  $25,000  more  than  was  spent  on  sim- 

temer,  1902,  amounted  to  $72,167;  customs  ilar  work  last  year  having  been  spent  on 

collected  during  September,  1901,  $47,203;  road    building    during    the    past    summer, 

increase,   $24,964,    or   53   per   cent.        The  Some   three  hundred   miles   of   new  roads 

origin  of  these  goods  was  as  follows :  Cana-  were  constructed  and  450  miles  of  repairs 

dian,    $956,776 ;    United    States,    $342,577 ;  executed  as  against  150  miles  of  new  roads 

other,     $12,993 ;     total,    $1,311,346.     Van-  and  724  miles  of  repairs  last  year.      These 

couver  reports  September  an  exceptionally  roads,  which  are  analogous  to  the  country 

prosperous  month  in  regard  to  shipments  roads  of  the  more  settled  districts,  proceed 

into  the  Yukon,  chiefly  in  Canadian  bot-  for   the  most  part  through  virgin  forests 

toms,   there  being  shipped   to   Dawson  by  where  the  labour  of  construction  is  very 

Skagway  and  St.  Michaels  during  the  sea-  great.     At  a  meeting  of  the  Temiskaming 

son  of  1902  up  to  October  13,  24,469  tons  and  Northern  Ontario  Railway  commission 

of  merchandise.  during  the  month  the  contract  for  the  build- 
ing of  the  road  was  awarded.     The  tenders 

Immigration.  were  fop  ciearing  the  right  of  way,  bridg- 

Omcial  returns  for  August  and  Septem-  ing,  grading,  ballasting,  and  track-laying 
ber  show  that  the  increased  proportions  of  from  a  point  at  or  near  North  Bay  to  a 
the  influx  of  immigrants  into  Canada,  point  on  Lake  Temiskaming,  a  distance  of 
which  brought  the  revised  total  number  for  110  miles.  The  commission  is  to  purchase 
the  fiscal  year  up  to  67,230  as  against  49,149  and  furnish  to  the  contractors  the  steel 
last  year,  are  being  continued,  the  arrivals  superstructure  for  the  bridge  over  the 
during  the  two  months  named  being  placed  Montreal  river,  the  steel  rails  which  are  to 
at  15,365,  or  the  high  increase  of  7,142  be  eighty  pounds  to  the  yard,  and  the  fast- 
over  the  number  of  immigrants  registered  enings  for  the  same,  and  the  contractor  is 
during  the  same  period  last  year.  Of  these  to  manufacture  ties,  trestles,  culverts,  tele- 
immigrants  from  Great  Britain  for  the  past  graph  poles,  fence  posts,  &c,  from  timber 
t\ro  months  were  3,329,  an  increase  of  317  found  along  the  right  of  way.  The  first 
over  the  same  period  last  year.  From  con-  sixty  miles  of  the  railway  are  to  be  com- 
tinental  Europe  there  came  5,310  persons,  pleted  on  or  before  December  31,  1903,  and 
an  increase  of  3,745.  From  the  United  the  whole  distance  on  or  before  December 
States  there  came  6,726,  an  increase  of  3,-  31,  1904. 
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In  British  Columbia  the  discovery  of  a 
new  and  more  practicable  route  into  the 
Buikley  valley  was  accomplished  during  the 
month,  and  is  expected  to  have  important 
results  on  the  opening  up  of  that  district 
during  the  coming  season. 

Conditions  in  British  Columbia. 

The  effects  of  the  unprecedented  devel- 
opment and  prosperity  of  the  Canadian 
North-west  during  the  present  season  upon 
the  lumber  and  shingle  trades  of  British 
Columbia  have  been  already  referred  to, 
and  constitute,  perhaps,  the  leading  indus- 
trial feature  of  the  month  in  that  province. 
This  influence,  however,  is  by  no  means 
confined  to  one  particular  industry,  and  a 
promising  future  for  trade  in  lumber, 
fruit,  fish  and  manufactures  is  predicted 
for  the  province. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

During  the  month  the  question  of  a  sys- 
tem of  municipal  tenement  houses  for  To- 
ronto was  discussed. 


The  question  of  Sunday  labour  was  pro- 
minently discussed  during  October.  Re- 
presentatives  of  the  Lord's  Day  Alliance 
held  a  conference  with  the  General  Mana- 
ger of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany on  the  subject,  with  the  idea  of  mini- 
mizing the  work  done  by  the  railway  on 
Sunday,  and  the  officials  of  the  Canada 
Atlantic  Bailway  Company  were  also  peti- 
tioned to  the  same  effect. 

An  important  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  local  telephone  problem  was  that  fur- 
nished by  an  expert  at  the  request  of 
the  municipality  of  Ottawa,  which  deals 
with  the  local  situation,  '  the  advan- 
tages and  disadvantages  of  a  municipal 
system  to  compete  with  the  existing  com- 
pany, and  the  advantages  and  disadvan- 
tages of  granting  a  franchise,  when  the  cor- 
poration of  Ottawa  may  be  at  liberty  to  do 
so,  to  a  private  telephone  company,  to  com- 
pete with  the  existing  company.' 


II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 

HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT.  minent  business  and  public  men  were  set 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports     forth>  favouring  Halifax  ™  the  Canadian 

follows* terminus  all  the  year  round.     The  lock-out 

on  the  Chronicle  and  Echo  shows  no  signs 
of  settlement,  and  constituted  the  only  fea- 
ture of  unrest  during  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  report  that  crops  generally 
are  good. 

The  fishing  industry  has  not  been  nearly 
so  remunerative  as  during  the  previous 
month;  while  haddock  and  cod  have  been 
plentiful,  mackerel  has  disappeared. 

The  condition  of  lumbering,  manufactur- 
ing and  mining  for  the  past  month  has  been 
normal. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons   have    been    busy.       Carpenters    and 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  October  has  maintained 
the  activity  which  prevailed  during  the  pre- 
vious month  in  the  labour  market,  and  for 
the  season  of  the  year  conditions  have  been 
remarkably  favourable.  The  building 
trades  and  other  branches  usually  affected 
at  this  time  have  not  shown  a  tendency  to 
relax.  The  general  labour  field  has  been 
busy,  excepting  in  the  printing  trade, 
which,  while  showing  signs  of  improve- 
ment during  September,  has  not  shown  fur- 
ther signs  of  returning  activity.  The  most 
widely  discussed  industrial  feature  of  the 
month  in  this  locality  developed  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  proposed  fast  Atlantic  steamship 
service,  between  Canada  and  Great  Britain, 
and  a  large  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  joiners  continue  to  be  active-.  Lathers  and 
Academy  of  Music,  on  Thursday  evening,  plasterers  are  fairly  well  employed.  Paint- 
October  23,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Board  ers,  decorators  and  paperhangers  continue 
of  Trade,  at  which  the  views  of  the  pro-     busy.     Plumbers   are  busy.       Stonecutters 
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are  well  employed.  Builders'  labourers 
continue  busy. 
.  Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  helpers  con- 
tinue busy.  Machinists  and  engineers  are 
very  well  employed.  Electrical  workers 
are  quite  busy,  and  linemen  are  well  em- 
ployed. Boilermakers  continue  active. 
Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report  work  nor- 
mal. Horseshoers  report  conditions  very 
good  for  the  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  upholsterers  and  carriage 
builders  report  work  very  good,  with  pros- 
pects bright. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — This  branch 
of  trade  is  disappointingly  dull,  and  while 
the  pressmen  are  fairly  well  employed, 
printers  report  work  dull. 

Transport. — Kailway  and  steamship 
transportation  has  been  very  active,  but  the 
latter  branch  has  somewhat  relaxed,  espe- 
cially in  the  department  of  the  tourist 
trade. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Sydney. — The  Silicate  Brick  Co.,  with  a 
capacity  of  20,000  bricks  a  day  will  shortly 
commence  operations.  The  Nova  Scotia 
Still  Co.  will  inaugurate  another  blast  fur- 
nace. The  new  electric  tram  system  was 
formally  inaugurated  last  week. 

Middleton. — Arrangements  are  being 
made  to  operate  Torbrook  iron*  mines,  and 
work  will  be  started  at  an  early  date. 

Amherst. — The  Hewson  woollen  mills  are 
expected  to  be  completed  and  in  operation 
at  an  early  period. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.L,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  during  October  was  in 
practically  the  same  healthy  condition  as 
in  September,  with  a  slight  falling  off  in  the 
demand  towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
month.       The    chief    topic    of    discussion 


throughout  the  island  generally  was  the 
proposition  of  the  Dominion  Packing  Com- 
pany to  establish  at  Charlottetown,  condi- 
tional on  governmental  assistance  a  packing 
and  canning  emporium  with  facilities  for 
handling  all  the  animal  and  vegetable  pro- 
ducts of  the  province,  and  to  erect  a  cold 
storage  plant  at  Charlottetown  and  two 
other  points  in  Prince  Edward  Island  with 
sufficient  capacity  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  the  province.  It  is  also  proposed  to  erect 
cold  storage  plants  at  Halifax,  Sydney,  St. 
John  and  St.  John's,  Newfoundland,  to  be 
used  as  feeders  for  the  Charlottetown  estab- 
lishment which  will  be  the  central  packing 
house  for  the  maritime  provinces.  The 
company  purchased  the  plant  of  the  Messrs. 
Rattenbury,  who  had  carried  on  a  pork 
packing  business  for  five  years,  and  intend 
to  enlarge  this  business,  so  as  to  include 
the  branches  referred  to.  The  capital  of 
the  company  is  $1,000,000,  and  they  propose 
to  expend  $250,000  within  twelve  months 
in  erecting  a  plant  on  the  island.  The 
transfer  of  the  Rattenbury  property  to  the 
new  owners  took  place  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  month,  the  old  staff  of  employees  being 
retained,  though  the  force  will  be  increased 
as  the  business  expands.  The  project  is  ex- 
pected to  give  a  great  stimulus  to  the  rais- 
ing of  live  stock  and  vegetable  products, 
resources  which  the  province  contains  to  an 
almost  unlimited  extent,  but  which  have 
remained  undeveloped  for  want  of  capital, 
which  the  new  company  will  supply. 

A  number  of  the  employees  of  the  Hills- 
borough Bridge  Company  have  left  for 
their  homes  in  other  provinces  as  operations 
in  certain  lines  of  that  great  undertaking 
have  ceased  for  the  season. 

The  shipping  of  produce  became  brisk 
about  the  latter  part  of  the  month,  making 
the  volume  of  transportation  greater  than 
in  September.  Banks  also  report  a  greater 
turn  over  in  October 'than  in  September, 
and  the  wholesale  and  retail  trade  has  been 
more  active  this  month  than  last.  There 
has  been  no  change  in  the  rates  of  wages  or 
hours  of  labour  and  the  harmonious  rela- 
tions existing  between  employer  and  em- 
ployee have  continued  undisturbed. 
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CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

At  the  end  of  this  month  all  the  crops 
with  the  exception  of  the  turnips  have  been 
housed.  The  potato  digging  is  practically 
over.  Scarcely  any  rot  prevailed  this  sea- 
son. Prices  are  fair,  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  crop  will  be  shipped  to  provincial 
markets,  though  a  considerable  portion  is 
being  manufactured  into  starch  on  the  is- 
land. Shipments  of  oats  will  continue 
until  the  close  of  navigation. 

Oyster  fishing,  which  is  practically  the 
only  branch  carried  on  in  October,  has 
been  vigorously  prosecuted,  but  stormy 
weather  at  the  latter  part  of  the  month  has 
lessened  the  catch  considerably,  although 
the  price  has  been  increased.  The  great 
bulk  of  the  shipments  come  from  the  west, 
which  is  the  locality  of  the  Malpeques.  The 
average  daily  catch  per  man  is  about  two 
barrels,  prices  ranging  from  three  to  five 
dollars  per  barrel. 

Track-laying  on  the  Murray  Harbour 
and  Belfast  railroad  branch  has  been  car- 
ried on  during  this  month,  about  eight 
miles  being  laid. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  joiners 
report  no  falling  off  in  their  work.  Lathers 
and  plasterers  have  been  fairly  busy.  Paint- 
ers have  had  an  unusually  busy  month. 
Plumbers  have  found  October  a  busier 
month  than  September. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  have  been 
fairly  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  machinists  have 
had  abundance  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  had  a  busy  month.  Bookbinders  have 
been  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  been  steadily  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  not  been 
so  busy  in  October  as  in  September. 


Transport. — Freight  handlers  have  been 
busy.  Teamsters  and  expressmen  have 
found  steady  employment. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  has 
been  in  good  demand. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

A  marked  improvement  took  place  dur- 
ing October  in  the  labour  market,  the  sev- 
eral trades  being  well  employed,  with  the 
exception  of  the  ship  labourers  and  brick- 
layers. The  supply  of  labour,  however,  is 
equal  to  the  demand.  A  large  amount  of 
lumber  will  be  cut  this  winter  near  Tyne- 
mouth  Creek  for  the  St.  John  Sulphite  Co. 
J.  W.  &  W.  F.  Meyers  have  placed  a  large 
steel  boiler  in  their  machine  shop,  and  John 
Kimble  &  Son,  hide  and  wool  dealers,  have 
installed  a  new  engine  in  their  establish- 
ment. Williamson's  machine  shop,  de- 
stroyed by  fire  a  month  ago,  has  been  re- 
built. The  North  End  Woodworking  Com- 
pany has  been  organized  to  acquire  and 
carry  on  the  woodworking  business  form- 
erly carried  on  by  Alfred  C.  Mabee,  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $20,000.  James  B.  Mc- 
Lean and  Bartholomew  Holt  have  with- 
drawn from  the  firm  of  McLean,  Holt  & 
Co.,  founders,  and  James  L.  McAvity  will 
continue  the  business  under  the  old  name. 
The  Maritime  Casket  and  Woodworking 
Company,  Limited,  closed  down  on  October 
18,  and  application  has  been  made  to  wind 
up  the  business. 

The  arrangement  of  sailings  for  the 
winter  months  has  been  completed  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Kailway  foreign 
freight  agent,  and  will  include  10  trips 
to  Liverpool,  3  to  Glasgow,  5  to  Lon- 
don, 4  to  Manchester,  2  to  Bristol,  2 
to  Dublin,  2  to  South  Africa,  2  to  King- 
ston, Jamaica,  and  4  to  Bermuda  and  the 
West  Indies.  Bank  clearings  for  October 
amount  to  $4,333,529,  being  $428,281  in  ex- 
cess of  the  corresponding  period  last  year, 
and  $976,745  more  than  in  September. 
Wholesale  and  retail  dealers  report  business 
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good,  and  there  is  a  stronger  feeling  in  the     cellent.       Ship  labourers  report  conditions 
molasses  and  sugar  markets.  dull.     Carters  and  teamsters  are  very  busy. 


CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  bad  weather  has  interfered  with  the 
fishing  industry  and  the  catch  is  limited. 
The  quotations  are :  Halibut,  15  cents  per 
lb. ;  cod  and  haddock,  4  and  5  cents  per  lb. ; 
pickerel,  6  cents  per  lb. ;  smelts,  10  cents  per 
lb. ;  and  mackerel,  15  cents  each. 

The  lumber  business  looks  bright  for  the 
winter  months.  It  is  stated  that  A.  R. 
Estey  will  cut  6,000,000  feet  of  logs  on  the 
Tobique  and  Rockway  rivers.  W.  A.  Quin- 
ton's  portable  mill  at  Spruce  Lake  will  cut 
2,000,000  feet;  J.  E.  Moore's  portable  mill 
at  Lepreau  will  cut  1,000,000  feet. 

The  New  Brunswick  Coal  and  Railway 
Co.  will  commence  laying  rails  on  its  road 
from  Newcastle  to  Chipman,  Queen's 
county,  November  1. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  conditions  dull.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  have  plenty  of  work.  Painters 
and  decorators  are  fairly  busy.  Plumbers, 
gas  and  steamfitters  state  that  work  is 
brisk.     Builders'  labourers  continue  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  work  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  busy.  Shingle  weavers 
are  all  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  are  all  busily  employed,  some  es- 
tablishments working  overtime.  Book- 
binders continue  active. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port work  plentiful. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  work  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Broommakers  and  brush- 
makers  are  kept  busy.  T.  S.  Simms  &  Co., 
Limited,  moved  into  their  new  factory  the 
first  of  the  present  month.  Bartenders  re- 
port all  members  employed. 

Transport. — Railroad       trackmen       and 

freighthandlers  state  that  business  is  ex- 
2 


DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Esdraelon. — James  Healy  is  installing  a 
plant  for  the  manufacture  of  last  blocks. 

Fredericton. — The  Dunphy  Hotel,  recent- 
ly purchased  by  II.  W.  Estabrooks,  is  being 
remodelled  at  an  expense  of  about  $4,000. 

Moncton. — The  corner  stone  of  a  new 
hospital  was  laid  on  October  29,  the  cost  of 
the  building  will  be  $25,000. 

Eexton. — J.  &  T.  Jardine's  mill  property 
at  this  place  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  Octo- 
ber 25,  and  a  large  amount  of  lumber  was 
lost. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J.  Jobin  and  Edward  Little, 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  in  general  has  been  well  employed 
during  the  month,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  days  broken  time  among  the  outdoor 
trades  caused  by  unfavourable  weather. 
Work  on  the  extensions  of  the  Dominion 
Arsenal  is  nearly  completed.  The  rolling 
mill  and  the  artillery  workshop  are  finish- 
ed, and  the  iron  foundry  nearly  so.  A 
new  cigar  company  is  being  formed  with  a 
capital  of  $50,000,  to  be  known  as  the  Ha- 
vana Cigar  Company.  The  free  night 
school  provided  by  the  provincial  govern- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  working  classes 
was  opened  for  the  winter  months  on  Oc- 
tober 6. 

The  labour  market  was  disturbed  by 
two  cases  of  industrial  unrest  during  the 
month,  in  both  of  which  a  demand  for  an 
increase  of  wages  was  the  cause.  In  one 
case  the  lasters  employed  in  the  shoe  fac- 
tory in  Levis  requested  an  increase  in  re- 
muneration, and  the  matter  with  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties  was  submitted  to  the 
Provincial  Board  of  Conciliation  and  Ar- 
bitration for  adjustment.  In  the  other 
case  the  moulders  employed  in  the  foundry 
of  Terreau  &  Racine  struck  on  the  27th 
of  the  month  for  an  increase  of  wages,  a 
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demand  to  that  effect  having  been  refused 
by  the  employers. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

In  spite  of  the  abundant  harvest  excep- 
tionally high  prices  prevail  for  farm  pro- 
ducts. The  hiring  of  men  for  the  lumber- 
ing camps  caused  activity  in  the  labour 
market  during  the  month,  the  wages 
offered  being  in  most  cases  above  $30  per 
month,  though  in  the  outlying  district  a 
number  of  men  are  hiring  for  the  woods 
at  a  lower  rate.  Work  on  the  Levis  Elec- 
tric Street  Railway  is  progressing  favour- 
ably, and  cars  are  expected  to  be  running 
on  a  portion  of  the  line  by  November  15. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bad  weather  inter- 
fered to  a  considerable  extent  during  the 
month  with  work  in  the  building  trades. 
Apart  from  that  consideration,  however, 
bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters,  lathers, 
plasterers,  painters,  plumbers,  gasfitters, 
and  labourers  have  had  plenty  of  employ- 
ment. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  electrical  work- 
ers have  had  plenty  of  work.  The  month, 
however,  on  the  whole  was  less  active  than 
September,  though  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month  overtime  was  in  some  instances 
worked.  Towards  the  end,  however,  the 
graving  dock  was  idle  for  the  first  time  this 
season,  and  between  the  21st  and  27th  of 
the  month  there  was  practically  no  work  to 
be  done  in  this  connection.  The  foundries 
have  also  slackened  down  considerably,  the 
one  in  which  the  strike  has  occurred  having 
begun  to  cast  only  every  second  day  instead 
of  every  day.  Boilermakers  and  machin- 
ists are  feeling  the  depression. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Conditions 
are  reported  dull  by  printers  and  pressmen. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  have  been  kept 
busy.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  report  a  very 
quiet  month,  with  only  a  few  factories 
working  full  time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  work  plentiful. 


Miscellaneous. — Furriers  report  a  good 
trade. 

Transport. — The  month  witnessed  a  no- 
ticeable falling  off  in  steamboat  and  rail- 
way travel,  with  the  laying  off  of  some  of 
the  passenger  boats,  and  the  adoption  of 
the  winter  time  table  by  the  several  railway 
companies. 

Unskilled  labour  has  been  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

A  large  number  of  men  have  left  the  ad- 
jacent parishes  for  the  winter  lumber 
woods,  especially  in  Ontario,  Ohio  and  Mi- 
chigan. The  concrete  work  on  the  south 
shore  caisson  of  the  new  Quebec  bridge  was 
completed  on  October  25. 

THREE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS-      v 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market 
which  has  been  favourable  all  summer  was 
less  so  during  the  month  owing  to  continu- 
ed rains.  Nevertheless  October  will  com- 
pare favourably  with  the  same  month  last 
year.  The  different  trades  have  been  well 
occupied,  having  as  much  work  as  last 
month.  The  banks  have  had  a  busy  month, 
and  merchants  in  general  say  that  business 
has  been  very  good.  The  building  trades 
have  been  fairly  busy. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  state  that  crops  are  far  in  ad- 
vance of  those  of  last  year. 

Lumbering  is  very  brisk  and  prepara- 
tions are  being  made  for  the  winter's  work. 
The  lumbermen  have  all  sent  their  men 
into  the  bush.  The  demand  for  men  is 
keen  at  good  wages.  Saw-mills  are  in  full 
operation. 

The   hoisting   machine   for   the   loading 
and   unloading   of   ships    is   no   longer   in  , 
operation. 
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CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  state  that 
work  is  plentiful  considering  the  season  of 
the  year.  The  greater  portion  of  the  car- 
penters are  working.  Business  is  quiet 
with  the  painters.  Stonemasons  are  well 
employed.  Builders'  labourers  state  that 
they  have  plenty  of  work.  Plumbers  are 
very  busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Ma- 
chinists say  that  conditions  are  good  with 
them.  Blacksmiths  state  work  plentiful. 
Work  is  slack  with  electrical  workers.  Bi- 
cycle workers  have  not  been  as  busy  as 
usual.  Jewellers  report  plenty  of  work  at 
fair  wages. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  all  employed  at  good 
wages.  Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have 
enough  work  to  keep  them  all  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
constantly  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  have  plenty  of 
work.  In  a  couple  of  shops  they  work  at 
night,  and  there  is  a  large  number  receiv- 
ing good  wages.  The  boot  and  shoe  work- 
ers work  continuously.  Glove  makers  re- 
port satisfactory  conditions. 

Food  and   tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  report  a  busy 
month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  good 
month.  Clerks  have  been  very  busy.  Hotel 
and  restaurant  employees  have  had  a  quiet 
month. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  demand  for  un- 
skilled labour  is  only  fair. 

SHERBROOKE,   QUE.,   AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  N.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  generally  has  been  fully  employed 
during  the  month,  more  so  than  for  some 
years  past  at  this  season  of  the  year.  There 
is  no  branch  of  industry  but  what  is  fully 
employed,  and  in  some  cases  a  good  deal  of 

overtime  is  being  worked  in  order  to  catch 
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up  with  orders.  The  building  trade  is  very 
busy,  with  a  slight  scarcity  of  masons  and 
bricklayers.  The  machine  shops  are  very 
busy,  and  an  overtime  gang  has  been  run- 
ning in  one  of  the  mining  machine  shops 
for  some  weeks.  Retail  merchants  report 
business  very  good,  and  are  looking  for- 
ward to  an  exceptionally  busy  season. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Notwithstanding  the  lateness  of  the  sea- 
son, the  crops  were  gathered  in  fairly  good 
condition,  and  in  many  cases  averaged 
more  than  was  expected.  Farmers  com- 
plain in  many  sections  of  the  potato  rot, 
and  this  had  the  effect  of  keeping  the  price 
higher  than  is  generally  the  case  at  this 
season  of  the  year.  Fall  ploughing  and 
other  work  is  well  advanced. 

Lumbermen  have  now  their  gangs  at 
work  in  the  woods,  but  are  complaining  of 
the  great  scarcity  of  men  in  spite  of  the 
high  wages  that  are  offered. 

The  various  manufacturing  industries 
are  running  full  time,  although  for  a  week 
or  so  one  of  the  woollen  mills  was  somewhat 
slack. 

Work  at  several  of  the  asbestos  mines  at 
Black  Lake  has  stopped  for  the  winter,  and 
at  the  various  copper  properties  in  the  dis- 
trict preparations  are  being  made  to  cur- 
tail the  output  for  the  winter. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  working  full  time,  and  the  con- 
tracts on  hand  will  keep  them  fully  em- 
ployed until  well  into  the  season.  Car- 
penters, joiners,  lathers  and  plasterers  re- 
port plenty  of  work.  There  is  plenty  of 
work  also  for  painters  and  decorators. 
Plumbers  report  work  very  plentiful,  as 
also  do  builders'  labourers. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — The  me- 
tal and  engineering  trades  are  rushed  with 
orders.  Iron  moulders  are  very  busy  at 
present,  and  machinists  are  working  over- 
time in  two  of  the  largest  shops. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
very  busy. 
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Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trade  is 
very  busy,  and  several  of  the  merchant 
tailors  have  had  their  hands  working  over- 
time during  the  month,  with  many  orders 
ahead. 

Food  and  tobacco  'preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  butchers  report  a  good 
business.  The  cigar  trade  is  very  good,  and 
one  large  factory  is  doing  a  large  business 
in  western  Ontario  and  British  Columbia. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  good  de- 
mand for  unskilled  labour. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 

TKICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  labour 
market  during  the  month.  Competent  me- 
chanics are  in  demand  at  Messrs.  Casavant 
Bros.,  organ  manufacturers.  This  firm  em- 
ploys about  50  men  the  year  round  at  fair 
wages.  The  firm  has  plenty  of  orders  on 
hand.  There  is  sufficient  work  in  other 
branches  of  trade.  The  boot  and  shoe  fac- 
tory which  has  been  closed  since  the  month 
of  April  was  sold  on  October  13  to  the  cor- 
poration of  St.  Hyacinthe,  which  will  thus 
have  the  right  to  sell  or  rent  it  to  boot  and 
shoe  manufacturers  who  may  wish  to  carry 
on  business  here.  Merchants  have  been 
doing  very  well.  No  changes  in  wages  or 
hours  have  occurred  during  the  month,  and 
no  differences  between  employers  and  em- 
ployees have  arisen. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  finished  harvesting  and 
threshing  their  crops,  and  state  that  the 
grain  yield  was  more  abundant  than  last 
year. 

Manufacturing  continues  active  enough 
in  nearly  all  lines,  and  in  some  factories 
overtime  is  being  made.  There  are  several 
manufactures  here,  among  others  the  agri- 
cultural implement  factory  of  Messrs. 
Chalifoux  &  Son,  where  about  thirty  hands 
are  employed  all  year  round.     This  factory 


sells  its  product  in  the  province  of  Quebec. 
There  is  also  an  iron  moulding  shop  where 
about  a  dozen  men  find  employment.  The 
city  has  also  two  flour  mills  where  several 
men  work  continuously.  There  is  besides 
a  vinegar  works  which  runs  nearly  all  the 
time. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   1RADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  had  plenty  of  work  this  month. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  have  also  been  busy. 
Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  have  been 
very  busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  and  their  assistants  have  had  an 
abundance  of  work.  Machinists  have  been 
very  busy.  In  Hamel  &  Co.'s  machine  shop 
45  men  are  at  present  employed.  In  this 
shop  pegging  and  shoe  soleing  machines  are 
made,  as  also  engines,  &c. ;  at  Bertrand's 
factory  50  men  are  at  work  making  full 
time  of  60  hours  a  week.  Blacksmiths  are 
very  busy  just  now. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  carvers  have  had  sufficient  work. 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  been  very 
busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printers 
in  the  three  establishments  here  are  fully 
employed. 

Clothing  trades. — The  Eastern  Clothing 
factory,  which  runs  constantly,  has  a  staff 
of  about  60  hands  working  in  the  factory 
proper  and  about  40  outside.  This  com- 
pany has  plenty  of  orders  on  hand.  Only 
one  boot  and  shoe  factory  is  running. 
Stock-taking  therein  has  just  been  com- 
pleted, and  a  good  season  for  boot  and  shoe 
operatives  is  promised  for  about  250  em- 
ployees. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Business 
is  very  satisfactory  in  the  cigar  factory,  68 
hands  finding  employment.  Fifty  thou- 
sand cigars  per  week  are  turned  out,  and 
the  duties  paid  for  getting  the  tobacco  out 
of  the  bonded  warehouse  is  about  $420  per 
week.  Competent  hands  in  this  branch 
are  in  demand. 
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The  leather  trades. — Tanners  and  cur- 
riers have  been  well  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,  and  the 
men  working  in  the  Canadian  laundry  have 
been  very  busy. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

At  the  village  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  St.  Hyacinthe,  there  is  a  tannery 
employing  a  number  of  men  and  doing  a 
prosperous  business. 

MONTREAL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Fitzpatrick,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  state  of  the  labour  market  during 
October  has  been  one  of  exceptional  activ- 
ity, the  demand  for  labour  exceeding  the 
supply  in  several  lines  of  industry.  The 
steamship  companies  and  city  corporation, 
with  other  firms,  were  unable  to  secure  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  labour  when  re- 
quired, although  paying  high  wages.  The 
building  trades  continue  active,  and  the 
past  has  been  the  busiest  season  on  record. 
The  building  permits  issued  during  the 
month  of  October  number  93,  and  repre- 
sent $486,449  worth  of  work,  as  against 
87  permits  representing  $240,000  last  Oc- 
tober. 

In  comparison  with  a  year  ago,  the  port 
of  Montreal  has  gained  very  heavily  in 
wheat  shipments.  From  the  opening  of 
navigation  to  the  first  of  October  there 
was  shipped  from  the  port  of  Montreal  to 
foreign  ports  13,688,000  bushels  of  wheat, 
as  compared  with  10,713,000  for  a  corre- 
sponding period  last  year.  In  butter  and 
cheese  the  increases  in  shipments  during 
the  present  season  have  been  very  large. 
From  the  opening  of  navigation  to  the 
first  of  October  there  were  shipped  from 
the  port  1,431,000  boxes  of  cheese,  as  com- 
pared with  1,291,000  for  the  same  period 
last  year.  The  increase  in  butter  ship- 
ments has  been  348,000  packages  this  year, 
as  compared  with  307,000  for  correspond- 
ing period  last  year.  The  business  of  the 
port   of  Montreal   continues    to    increase. 


The  closing  month  of  navigation  is  al- 
ways a  big  one,  but  this  month  breaks  the 
record  for  imports.  The  amount  of  cus- 
tom duties  collected  at  the  port  of  Mont- 
real during  the  month  ending  October  31, 
1902,  was  $994,311.47;  for  October,  1901, 
$858,454.74,  being  an  increase  of  $135,- 
856.73  over  the  same  month  last  year.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  Retail  Boot  and  Shoe 
Association  held  during  the  month,  it  was 
decided  that  the  retailers  should  close  their 
stores  at  7  p.m.  every  Thursday,  beginning 
with  the  first  Thursday  in  January,  1903. 
It  is  provided,  however,  that  during  the 
month  of  November  and  December  they 
may  remain  open  later,  as  well  as  on  the 
holy  days. 

A  strike  of  longshoremen  took  place 
on  October  29  for  an  increase  of  wages, 
and  was  settled  the  next  day  by  the  com- 
panies granting  the  demands  of  the  men 
for  a  raise  of  wages  from  20  to  30  cents 
per  hour  day  work,  and  from  25  to  35  cents 
per  hour  for  night  work. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Molsons 
Bank  for  the  year  ending  September 
30  showed  a  net  profit,  after  deducting 
expenses  of  management,  reservation  for 
interest  on  deposits  and  provisions  for 
bad  and  doubtful  debts,  of  $351,000. 
Of  this  sum  $225,000  went  into  divi- 
dends, and  $100,000  was  added  to  the  re-_ 
serve  fund,  which  now  amounts  to  $2,250,- 
000.  The  non-interest  bearing  deposits 
amount  to  $3,545,000,  as  compared  with 
$2,792,000  a  year  ago.  The  interest  bear- 
ing deposits  amount  to  $13,551,000,  as 
compared  with   $12,546,000   a   year   ago. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Ogilvie  Flour 
Mill  Co.,  Ltd.,  was  held  October  1.  The 
directors'  report  for  the  year  ending 
August  31,  1902,  showed  that  the  gross 
business  of  the  company  during  that 
period  was  the  largest  in  the  history  of 
the  company,  and  that  the  net  results  were 
eminently  satisfactory.  The  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  shareholders  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods  Milling  Company,  Limited,  was 
also  held  during  October,  when  the  annual 
report    for    the    year    was    submitted   and 
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found  to  be  very  satisfactory.  The  direc- 
tors decided  to  increase  the  capital  of  the 
company  from  $500,000  to  $1,500,000. 

The  boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  of 
this  city  have  adopted  rules  and  regula- 
tions by  which  the  employer  and  employee 
may  come  together  and  adjust  their  differ- 
ences, by  an  arbitration  board,  appointed 
jointly  by  the  two  sides  of  the  controversy. 
The  full  text  of  this  arrangement  will  be 
found  on  another  page  of  the  present  issue 
of  the  Gazette. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  having  had  a  very  busy  sea- 
son, and  that  it  will  continue  so  for  the 

)alance  of  the  year.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers report  an  exceptionally  active  season, 
with  prospects  very  encouraging    for    the 

winter.  Painters  and  decorators  report 
fair  conditions.  Plumbers,  gas  and  steam- 
fitte^s  report  trade  good.  Builders'  la- 
bourers are  very  busy  at  present,  and  will 
be  for  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  coremakers  re- 
port trade  good.  Boilermakers  report 
plenty  of  work,  and  all  members  engaged 
at  present,  with  good  wages. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  workers  report  a  busy  season,  and 
wages  fair.  Carriage  and  wagon  makers 
are  very  active  at  present  constructing  and 
repairing  vehicles  for  the  winter  season. 
Coopers  report  the  busiest  season  they  have 
ever  experienced  in  the  trade,  working  over- 
time every  night,  with  a  demand  for  labour 
greater  than  the  supply. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  R.  Laferriere,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

As  in  the  previous  month  the  labour  mar- 
ket was  very  stable  during  October.  All 
branches  of  industry  are  active,  and  there 
are  no  idle  men  to  be  found.  Trade  was 
somewhat  dull,  however,  a  usual  occurrence 
between  seasons.     It  is  particularly  so  this 


year  owing  to  the  enormous  exit  of  people 
to  the  shanties. 

An  important  reform  was  brought 
about  at  Eddy's  paper  shops.  The  fol- 
lowing demands  were  placed  before  the 
company: — 1.  That  there  be  a  discontinu- 
ance of  the  making  of  paper  between  the 
hours  of  6  p.m.  Saturday  and  7  a.m.  Mon- 
day. 2.  That  no  work  of  any  description 
be  done  by  the  workers  between  these  hours. 
3.  That  there  be  no  reduction  in  wages  of 
the  workers  in  general,  for  the  reason  that 
they  will  then  be  working  65  hours  a  week, 
though  the  men  agreed  to  work  Saturday 
night,  in  that  case  the  8-hour  day  of  three 
shifts  being  requested.  The  company  read- 
ily granted  the  men's  demands,  the  new 
arrangement  to  go  into  effect  on  January 
1  next.  The  Eddy  Co.  is  continually  ex- 
tending. Its  indurated  fibre  ware  factory 
will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  winter  and 
will  employ  one  hundred  hands.  The  paper 
business  is  brisk. 

There  is  no  doubting  the  present  unpre- 
cedented prosperity  of  this  part  of  the  Do- 
minion. The  great  feature  is  the  number 
of  industries  just  about  to  be  started  here. 
Besides  that  above  mentioned,  the  Inter- 
national Portland  Cement  Co.  has  just  pur- 
chased inexhaustible  clay  pits  and  lime- 
stone quarries,  covering  150  acres,  for  $35,- 
000  in  Hull,  on  which  about  three-quarters 
of  a  million  will  be  spent  on  construction 
of  plant.  The  works  will  employ  at  least 
100  men.  The  Fraser  saw-mills  at  Des- 
chejies  will  employ  300  men.  The  Ottawa 
and  Hull  Power  Co.  has  spent  half  a  mil- 
lion in  Hull  on  their  power  house  which  is 
now  ready  to  start.  Mr.  J.  R.  Booth  is 
building  factories,  by  which  Hull  will  be 
directly  and  largely  benefited.  Without  in- 
crease of  taxation  the  city  has  been  rebuilt 
in  two  years,  and  the  assessment  roll  has 
increased  from  $2,000,000  to  $3,700,000. 

The  Hull  lodge  of  the  International 
Brotherhood  of  Papermakers  recently  form- 
ed, has  150  members. 

An  action  by  a  minor  for  wages  was  dis- 
missed in  Hull  by  Justice  Rochon,  an 
agreement  having  been  proved  whereby  the 
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youth  got  schooling  and  nourishment,  &c, 
in  return  for  his  work. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  Gatineau  region  is  being  opened  up 
considerably  by  government  roads.  Every 
municipality  is  thriving.  Half  a  dozen 
bridges  are  being  built  on  the  Gatineau 
and  the  Desert  rivers,  on  the  Lievre  river 
and  in  Pontiac  county.  Buckingham  is 
progressing  very  materially,  one  hundred 
houses  and  stores  having  been  built  in  the 
last  season.  Aylmer-is  agitating  to  buy  a 
$60,000  waterworks  plant.  Papineauville, 
Hull,  Suffolk,  Gatineau  Point  and  St.  An- 
dre have  new  churches  and  schools. 

The  condition  of  the  mica  market,  which 
has  of  late  been  very  dull,  has  improved. 
There  is  now  a  fair  demand  for  the  Cana- 
dian product,  but  prices  have  not  yet 
reached  the  high  rate  of  previous  years.  It 
is  expected,  however,  that  when  the  heavy 
stocks  which  the  large  firms  have  purchased 
have  been  exhausted,  a  brisk  demand  for 
mica  will  be  created. 

Work  at  the  feldspar  mines  in  East  Tem- 
pleton  is  still  going  ahead  on  a  small  scale. 
The  feldspar  which  is  taken  from  these 
mines  is  shipped  to  different  points  in  the 
western  states. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  were  very  few  unemployed  men  in 
Ottawa  during  October.  There  was  a  brisk 
demand,  especially  for  men  to  go  out  of  the 
city  to  work  as  labourers  on  public  works 
and  for  shantymen.  An  issue  of  a  local 
newspaper  during  the  month  contained  ad- 
vertisements calling  for  some  five  hundred 
men,  principally  for  the  shanties.  To  any 
one  fitted  for  work  in  the  woods  there  is  no 
need  for  being  out  of  work,  as  the  demand 
is  considerably  in  advance  of  the  supply, 
and  wages  are  correspondingly  high.  Lum- 
bermen say  that  they  never  paid  as  high 
wages  as  are  offered  for  this  winter,  and 
have  found  it  difficult  to  get  men.     In  mer- 


cantile and  industrial  circles  there  was  gen- 
eral activity  with  a  fair  average  business. 
As  revealed  in  increased  customs  returns, 
the  merchants  bought  heavily  for  the  win- 
ter trade,  and  the  expectations  for  a  bright 
Christmas  business  were  of  a  most  hopeful 
character. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Lumber  shipments  during  the  month 
were  retarded  by  a  scarcity  of  cars  which 
seemed  to  be  a  general  complaint  all  over 
the  country.  Large  orders  were  ready  for 
shipping,  but  the  railways  had  all  avail- 
able rolling  stock  pressed  into  service  hand- 
ling the  grain  trade. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  other 
branches  of  the  building  trades  were  fairly 
busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Electrical  workers  had  a  busy 
month,  the  season  past  having  been  excep- 
tionally good.  The  installation  of  a  new 
system  and  the  extension  of  existing  sys- 
tems gave  an  abundance  of  work  to  linemen 
and  other  outside  employees. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  trades  have  been  busy, 
one  sash  and  door  firm  completed  a  $25,- 
000  order  for  the  South  African  trade.  Em- 
ployees at  the  Ottawa  car  works  were  kept 
busy  turning  out  orders  from  outside  street 
car  companies.  Several  extra  large  cars 
were  recently  constructed  for  the  Sydney 
and  Cape  Breton  railway. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  Na- 
tional Bookbinders  Union,  exclusively  lo- 
cal, went  out  of  existence  during  the  month, 
the  members  having  affiliated  with  the  local 
branch  of  the  International  Bookbinders 
Union.  This  united  all  the  bookbinders  in 
the  city  in  one  body. 

Transport. — All  railway  trainmen  were 
kept  busy,  the  heavy  movements  in  freight 
providing  full  scope  for  unlimited  activity. 
Business  in  navigation  circles  was  brisk, 
an  effort  being  made  to  rush  forward  as 
much  freight  as  possible  before  the  season 
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closes.  This  was  particularly  so  with  the 
fleet  of  lumber  barges,  and  the  freight  boats 
between  Ottawa  and  Montreal. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  William  Kelly,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  nearly  all,  if  not  fully 
employed  during  the  month.  As  compared 
with  the  corresponding  season  last  year  the 
opportunities  of  employment  have  been 
more  abundant,  while  there  has  not  been 
any  dearth  in  the  matter  of  supply.  Gen- 
erally speaking  there  has  been  exceptional 
activity  as  evidenced  by  the  volume  of 
business  in  nearly  every  line.  "While  there 
have  not  been  any  new  enterprises  launch- 
ed, great  activity  has  prevailed  in  the  build- 
ing trades.  Although  the  work  has  been 
largely  confined  to  the  erection  of  new  resi- 
dences and  the  remodelling  of  old  ones,  all 
the"  trades  in  this  connection  have  been 
fully  employed.  This  was  evidenced  a 
short  time  ago  when  the  masons  demanded 
$3.25  per  day  on  civic  work,  and  it  has 
been  very  difficult  for  the  city  to  secure 
men  to  do  repairing  to  the  granolithic 
walks,  &c.  Men  would  not  consent  to  leave 
steadily  paying  jobs  to  attend  a  small  one 
for  the  city.  The  transportation  business 
has  been  exceptionally  good,  particularly 
with  freight.  There  has  been  a  big  quantity 
of  grain  handled,  several  large  boats  have 
discharged  their  loads  here,  while  the  rail- 
roads have  been  handling  cord  wood,  gener- 
al freight,  ore,  &c.  The  clearings  at  the 
banks  have  been  large,  and  money  has  been 
plentiful.  Charitable  and  other  institu- 
tions have  been  able  to  move  long  standing 
debts,  and  many  deficits  have  been  wiped 
out.  The  wholesale  and  retail  trade  in 
most  lines  has  been  exceptionally  heavy. 
Much  attention  has  also  been  given  to  the 
subject  of  rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  la- 
bour. Already  the  local  journeymen  paint- 
ers have  made  a  demand  for  a  minimum 
rate,  and  an  eight-hour  day  to  come  into 
force  at  the  expiration  of  existing  agree- 
ments next  April.       In  view  of  the  coal 


situation  the  longshoremen  recently  de- 
manded an  increase  of  five  cents  per  ton 
for  handling  coal.  The  masons  also  em- 
ployed on  civic  work  asked  for  an  increase 
of  25  cents  per  day  above  what  had  been 
agreed  upon  during  the  early  part  of  the 
season. 

The  night  classes  in  technical  education 
were  resumed  at  the  Collegiate  Institute 
on  October  14.  The  full  course  in  mathe- 
matics and  drawing  is  taught  for  $2  per 
term.  A  considerable  number  of  new  work 
benches,  tools,  &c,  have  been  added  to  the 
equipment. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  are  busy  gathering  in  the 
potato  and  apple  crop  and  at  fall  plough- 
ing, threshing,  &c.  Farm  hands  are  still 
much  in  demand. 

Fishing  and  lumbering  are  fairly  active. 

Manufacturing  of  all  kinds  is  brisk. 

Mining  is  becoming  more  active. 

There  is  also  considerable  work  at  rail- 
road construction,  <£c,  going  on. 

There  has  been  considerable  activity  at 
the  government  dry  dock.  Most  of  the 
time  several  boats  are  waiting  to  be  docked 
for  repairs  or  improvements. 

There  is  also  much  civic  work,  laying  of 
cement  and  other  walks,  extending  the 
waterworks  system,  drainage,  &c,  going  on. 

The  Kingston  Locomotive  Works  is  be- 
ginning to  turn  out  engines  regularly,  and 
the  company  is  making  preparations  for 
extension. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building    trades. — The  building    trades 

are   fully   employed,    and  the   question   of 

hours  of  labour  and  rates  of  wages  are  re- 
ceiving much  attention. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — All  me- 
tal trades  are  busy,  as  are  also  shipbuilders 
and  engineers. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  departments  of  the  woodworking  and 
furnishing  trades  are  busy. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing and  allied  trades  are  fully  occupied. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades 
are  having  a  large  fall  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Those 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  foods,  tobac- 
cos, &c,  are  fully  employed.  Another 
union  cigar  manufacturing  concern  is 
under  consideration. 

Miscellaneous. — Miscellaneous  trades, bar- 
bers, hotelmen,  laundry  workers,  &c,  re- 
port a  good  fall  trade. 

Transport. — Freight  handlers,  longshore- 
men, &c,  are  preparing  for  a  big  rush  in 
view  of  the  settlement  of  the  coal  strike. 
Cabmen,  street  railway  employees,  team- 
sters, expressmen,  &c,  report  a  good  busi- 
ness. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
atill  much  in  demand. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  output  and  prices  of  cheese  for  the 
sixty  factories  in  this  district  is  far  in  ex- 
cess of  previous  years.  The  new  school 
population  from  outside  points  continues 
to  increase  at  the  rate  of  forty  or  fifty  per 
month. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  October  has  been  a  busy 
one,  and  on  account  of  the  fine  weather 
trade  has  been  flourishing.  There  was  un- 
usual activity,  especially  in  the  building 
trades,  in  order  to  have  contracts  finished 
on  time,  and  consequently  there  has  been 
good  demands  for  all  classes  of  workmen 
and  labourers.  The  laying  of  granolithic 
walks,  which  the  city  began  during  the 
summer,  is  about  finished.  Banks  report 
a  good  month's  business.  There  has  been 
large  shipments  of  cheese  during  the  month 
for  the  English  market.  Merchants  re- 
port an  increase  of  trade  over  the  pre- 
ceding month  and  also  over  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  last  year;  they  believe 


it  is  due  to  the  general  prosperity  that 
prevails  and  to  the  good  prices  farmers 
are  getting  for  their  produce.  There  have 
been  no  disputes  between  employees  and 
their  employers  reported  during  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  enjoying  a  large  share  of 
the  general  prosperity.  The  price  of 
cheese  is  llf  cents  per  pound,  which  is  the 
highest  on  record  in  two  years. 

The  fishing  industry  in  this  locality  is 
active,  and  large  catches  are  reported 
daily.     Buffalo  affords  the  best  market. 

The  different  local  manufacturing  plants 
report  good  business.  There  has  been  no 
scarcity  of  coal,  and  consequently  none  of 
the  factories  or  foundries  had  to  close  down. 

A  number  of  men  have  been  employed 
on  the  G.T.R.  building  the  new  double 
track  east  of  Toronto  this  summer,  and 
they  are  still  at  work. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters,  joiners,  lathers,  plasterers  and 
their  assistants  report  a  busy  month.  Many 
have  worked  overtime.  Plumbers  and 
steamfitters  report  a  busy  month.  Stone- 
cutters report  a  busy  month  with  good 
prospects  ahead. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  iron  workers  and  their  helpers 
report  a  busy  month.  Machinists  report 
a  good  month.  Electrical  workers  have 
been  well  employed.  The  Belleville  Hard- 
ware Company  is  steadily  enlarging  their 
premises.  It  is  now  doing  silver  plating, 
nickel  plating,  and  reports  very  many  or- 
ders on  hand. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  month  has  been  a  busy  one.  A  local 
sash  and  blind  factory  has  been  filling  or- 
ders for  Toronto. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printing 
and  the  allied  trades  have  been  good  dur- 
ing the  month.  There  has  been  consider- 
able book  work. 

Clothing  trades. — A  better  month  than 
September  is  reported. 
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Food   and   tobacco   preparation.— Cigar-         On  October  14  a  number  of  employees  met 

makers  report  a  good  month.  at  Webb's  parlours  and  established  the  Em- 

Leather  trades. — Harness  makers  report  Payees  Association  of  Toronto,  having  for 

a  good"  month.  its  primary  object  the  prevention  of  strikes,  II 


and  arbitration  of  all  differences  as  far  as 
possible.* 


Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  business 
good  during  the  month.  Furriers  report 
their  trade  increasing.  condition  of  local  industries 

Transport.— The    increased    amount    of        Reports  in  connection  with  nearly  all  im- 

freight  being  moved  caused  a   steady  de-  portant  branches  of  industry  are  of  a  fav-l 

*    mand  for  more  firemen  and  engineers  on  ourable    character,    both    as    regards    the  jj 

the  G.T.R.  present  conditions  and  the  prospects  for  the  |[ 

coming  season.       As  previously  stated  all  j 

district  notes.  lines  of  manufacture  are  prosperous,  with  a  ,i 

The  Trenton  Electric    Company,  which  steady  demand  for  their  output  and  an  up- 1 

supplies  electricity  to  Belleville  for  light-  ward  tendency  in  prices.       A  noteworthy  9 

ing  and  motive  power  from  its    plant    at  sign  of  prosperity  is  the  fact,  that  at  the! 

Trenton,  has  purchased  another  plant  in  central  prison  there  is  an  average  decrease! 

Belleville,  which  it  intends  to  run  in  ad-  of  100  men  this  year,  rendering  it  difficult  I 

dition    to    its    present     establishment.     A  to  operate  the  various  industries  carried  on,  I 

,  large  brick  cold  storage  plant  at  Trenton  including  the  manufacture  of  rope,  binder  h 

has  just  been  completed.  twine  and  brooms. 

The  new  post  office  at  Deseronto  is  rap-  condition  of  particular  trades. 

idly   nearing   completion.  „    .7J.         ,      ,         r™  ,.,. 

Building    trades. — Ihe    same   conditions  i 

TORONTO    ONT.   AND  DISTRICT.  noted  during  the  last  few  months  continue.  I 

„       r,T  .77.      rm  n  j     ±  Work  is  plentiful,  and  so  far  as  those  class- 1 

Mr.    Phillip    Thompson,    Correspondent,  *  . 

j.  ,,  es  oi  mechanics  engaged  on  indoor  employ-  y 
reports  as  follows: —  .  .    .  ...    .         , 

ment  is  concerned  they  are  likely  to  have  a  I 

general  condition  of  the  labour  market.  busy  winter.     The  system  now  pursued  in 

Nearly  all  classes  of  labour  are  fully  em-  erecting  the  best  class  of  buildings  is  to 

ployed,  and  in  some  departments  there  is  Put  in  beating  apparatus  as  soon  as  possi- 

an  active  demand  for  men.       Manufactu-  ble>  so  that  the  indoor  work  can  be  pursued 

rers  are  all  busy,  and  many  have  orders  irrespective  of  the  weather.       Contractors  ! 

which  they  find  it  difficult  to  fill.     There  is  now  arrange  for  the  construction  of  build-  j 

a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  manu-  inSs  with  a  view  to  finishing  them  during 

facturing  establishments.       The  prospects  the  late  f  a11  or  winter,  so  that  many  men  ! 

for  an  active  winter's  season  are  decidedly  in  the  carpentering,  painting  and  plumbing 

encouraging,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lines>  &c->  who  used  to  look  forward  to  being  I 

difficulties    remaining   unsettled    the    rela-  laid  off  for  two  or  three  months,  now  have  i 

tions  of  employers  and  employees  are  satis-  work  Practically  all  the  year  round;  Brick-  : 

factory  layers    have    been    very    busy    during    the 

month,   and  more  men  could  have  found 
The  strike  of  the  men  belonging  to  the  work>       piasterers  were  also  much  in  de-  i 
building  trades   m   the  employ  of   Frank  mand>  some  of  them  receiving  40  cents  per  | 
Armstrong  &  Co.,  was  compromised  early  hour<       Carpenters  have  no  trouble  in  ob_ 
m  the  month,  the  men  returning  to  work  taining  work<       The  twQ  organizations  in  | 
on  the  7th.     The  jewellery  workers  in  the  connection  with  this  trade  have  recently  re- 
employ of  T.  W.  Ellis  &  Co.,  and  the  A.  E.  ceiyed    numerous    acCessions,    the    number 
Burgess  Co.,  returned  to  work  on  the  20th 

instant,  it  being  understood  that  the  griev-  '  *  *>"  particulars  as  to  this  association  will  be 

-iTT.  found  in  a  special  article  elsewhere  in  the  pres- 

ance  complained  of  would  be  investigated,  ent  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
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of  union  carpenters  in  this  city  being  now 
about  1,200. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — There  is  little  change  to  note  in 
the  situation.  Moulders  report  great  activ- 
ity and  plenty  of  work.  Of  eight  Scotch 
moulders  recently  imported  for  Gurney's 
establishment,  in  consequence  of  the  strike 
there,  three  refused  to  go  to  work  there  on 
learning  how  matters  stood  and  found  jobs 
elsewhere.  Machinists  are  hardly  as  busy 
as  last  month,  but  only  a  few  are  out  of 
work.  Brassworkers  continue  well  employ- 
ed. Shipbuilders  have  steady  work  and 
good  prospects  for  some  time  to  come. 
Sheet  metal  workers  are  all  employed,  and 
men  are  in  demand. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
This  has  been  an  active  month,  and  trade 
appears  likely  to  continue  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
report  that  trade  is  somewhat  slack,  both  in 
connection  with  job  and  newspaper  work, 
with  quite  a  number  out  of  employment 
and  conditions  hardly  so  favourable  as  at 
this  season  last  year.  Bookbinders  are 
fairly  well  employed.  The  women  employ- 
ed in  bookbinding  organized  a  union  on  the 
7th  instant,  and  subsequently  made  a  de- 
mand for  increased  pay.  A  strike  was  threat- 
ened, but  the  difficulty  was  amicably  set- 
tled by  a  conference  held  on  the  27th  of  this 
month,  and  a  compromise  was  arrived  at 
by  which  the  female  bookbinders  receive  an 
advance  in  wages  averaging  10  per  cent.  A 
reduction  of  three  hours  per  week  is  left 
optional  with  each  employer  to  introduce, 
if  it  can  be  done,  without  interfering  too 
much  with  business. 

Clothing     trades. — Custom    tailors     and 
garment  workers  have  both  had  abundant 
work.  Those  employed  on  ready-made  goods 
are  busier  than  was  the  case  at  this  season 
last  year,  and  will  be  engaged  working  on 
heavy  goods  for  some  weeks  to  come.     Hat 
and  cap  makers  are  busy  finishing  winter 
stocks.     There  has  been  a  marked  increase! 
in  the  numer  of  shops  in  which  this  indus- 
try is  carried  on.     It  now  employs  some  200= 
work  people,  of  whom  about  three-fourths! 
are  females. 


Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  good  month ;  the 
busy  season  has  now  fairly  begun,  and 
work  will  be  plentiful  for  some  time. 
Cigarmakers  continue  well  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Laundry  workers  find 
trade  rather  slack  as  is  usual  at  this  sea- 
son, but  not  many  are  out  of  work.  A  local 
union  of  the  Brewery  Workers  of  America 
was  organized  on  the  4th  instant. 

Transport. — Employees  of  all  branches 
engaged  in  railroad  work  are  actively  em- 
ployed. Street  railway  men  are  not  so 
busy,  as  during  the  summer  and  early  fall 
months.  Carters,  teamsters  and  express- 
men have  plenty  of  work. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  Gurney  Found- 
ry Co.  have  let  the  contract  for  the  erection 
of  their  new  building  on  Toronto  Street, 
and  work  has  been  commenced;  they  are  to 
be  finished  by  January  1. 

East  Toronto. — The  work  of  laying  the 
new  water  main  along  the  Davonport  road 
is  progressing,  but  it  has  been  found  diffi- 
cult to  obtain  the  requisite  labour. 

Richmond  Hill. — An  extensive  addition 
to  the  local  carriage  factory  is  being  con- 
structed. 

HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  of  all  classes  is  generally  well 
employed.  There  is  no  cessation  in  ac- 
tivity compared  with  the  previous  month, 
except,  perhaps,  in  the  way  of  a  falling  off 
in  the  demand  for  labour. 

The  amalgamation  of  several  harvester 
machine  companies  into  the  International 
Harvester  Co.,  with  manufacturing  head- 
quarters at  Hamilton,  has  necessitated  the 
changing  of  the  plans  of  the  Deering  Har- 
vester Company,  and  many  large  buildings 
are  being  erected  on  their  grounds.  There 
will  be  nine  main  buildings,  besides  many 
other    smaller    outbuildings.     The    largest 


304 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


November,  1902 


building  will  be  a  structure  168  feet  wide 
by  800  feet  long;  the  other  eight  will  each 
be  about  84  feet  wide  by  800  feet  long. 
This  does  not  include  dozens  of  smaller 
outbuildings.  The  company  has  closed  a 
contract  with  the  Cataract  Power  Company 
for  3,500  horse  power.  During  the  month 
a  notice  has  been  published  in  the  Ontario 
Gazette  granting  the  International  Har- 
vester Company  power  to  do  business  in 
Ontario.  It  is  stated  that  the  coming  of 
the  Deerings  to  Hamilton  may  result  in 
the  establishing,  besides,  of  corundum 
works,  binder  twine  and  paint  factories  in 
the  city. 

During  the  month  a  building  permit  has 
been  issued  to  the  Hamilton  Bridge  Com- 
pany for  a  steel  fireproof  factory  building 
to  cost  $15,000. 

Rapid  progress  is  being  made  on  the 
buildings  for  the  Otis  Elevator  Company 
at  the  foot  of  Victoria  Avenue.  Accord- 
ing to  the  plans,  the  main  building,  the 
machine  shop,  is  160  feet  by  76  feet;  the 
woodshop  is  80  by  40  feet;  the  blacksmith 
shop,  102  feet  by  42  feet;  the  office,  50  feet 
by  30  feet;  the  foundry,  150  feet  by  75 
feet,  and  the  cleaning  shop,  67  feet  by  50 
feet. 

The  Sawyer-Massey  Farming  Implement 
Company  is  also  doubling  its  output  capa- 
city. The  boiler  shop  is  to  have  an  addi- 
tion of  100  feet  in  its  length,  and  when 
this  is  done,  it  will  be  200  x  56  feet.  The 
extra  portion  of  the  building  is  with  ,a 
view  to  doubling  the  boiler  shop's  capa- 
city. The  wood  shop  will  be  enlarged  and 
another  story  added,  this  making  it  a  three- 
story  building.  The  capacity  of  this  de- 
partment of  the  manufacturing  concern 
will  be  doubled.  A  new  building  for  ex- 
tras and  samples  will  be  erected,  and  this 
will  contain  threshers  and  engines,  besides 
being  used  for  extras.  This  warehouse 
will  be  175x50  feet.  A  new  paint  shop 
is  among  the  extensions  contemplated,  and 
it  will  be  150x40  feet. 

The  expected  great  inflow  of  mechanics 
find  workmen  is  creating  a  boom  in  build- 
ing, and  causing  rents  to  increase.     A  syn- 


dicate has  been  formed  to  erect  250  dwell- 
ing houses.  It  is  calculated  1,000  new 
dwellings  will  be  necessary.  Bricks  have 
advanced  from  $6  to  $8  per  thousand. 

During  the  month  the  Smart-Eby  Com- 
pany changed  the  firm's  name  to  that  of 
the  Smart-Turner  Machine  Company, 
Limited.  The  company  has  never  had  so 
much  work  on  hand  as  at  present,  having 
a  number  of  waterwork  plants  and  other 
contracts  in  the  course  of  construction. 

Supplementary  letters  patent  have  been 
obtained  by  the  Welland  Compound  Com- 
pany, which  has  been  in  the  manufacturing 
business  in  this  city  for  a  little  over  a  year. 

The  following  are  the  inland  revenue  re- 
ports for  the  month  for  Hamilton: — 

Tobacco,   ex-factory $  6,890  70 

Tobacco,   ex- warehouse 17,845  13 

Cigars,  ex-factory 1,536  00 

Cigars,   ex-warehouse 3,657  00 

Malt,    ex-warehouse ' 4,444  50 

Spirits,   ex-warehouse 8,318  70 

Bonded  manufactures 880  64 

Methylated    spirits 462  67 

Raw  leaf   tobacco 14,369  02 

Officers'   salaries    in    bonded   manufac- 
turers    75  00 

Other   revenue 90  00 

Total,   September,   1902 $68,569  36 

Total,  corresponding    period,  month 

September,  1901 58,295  58 

Increase,    September,    1902 *     $10,273  78 

During  the  month  the  local  longshore- 
men established  their  new  scale  of  wages, 
and  on  the  14th  instant  unloaded  their  first 
vessel  of  hard  coal  for  the'  Gas  Light  Com- 
pany under  the  new  schedule.  The  new 
scale  was  in  pursuance  of  a  scale  presented 
to  the  local  dock  owners  last  April,  to  take 
effect  on  October  1.  The  rates  now  are  : 
Anthracite,  22  cents;  bituminous,  25  cents, 
with  3  cents  more  on  each  ton  for  vessels 
with  side  hatches.  This  is  an  all-round 
advance  of  5  cents  per  ton.  The  publish- 
ers of  the  three  local  newspapers  have 
formed  an  association,  and  will  affiliate 
with  the  Canadian  Publishers'  Association. 
During  the  month  a  Master  Bakers'  Asso- 
ciation was  formed  in  the  city.  The  city 
team  owners  have  adopted  a  new  scale  of 
prices  as  follows: — Teams,  $4  a  day,  an 
increase  of  50  cents;  delivery  of  coal,  40 
cents    a    ton,    formerly   30    cents.     At    the 
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civic  board  of  works  committee  a  notice  of  the  year,  at  wages  23  cents  an  hour  and 
was  received  from  the  Bricklayers'  and  a  nine-hour  day;  this  also  includes  paper- 
Masons'  Union  that  on  and  after  Novem-  hangers  and  glaziers.  Plumbers  are  all  in 
ber  25  its  members  will  expect  to  be  paid  employment  at  25  cents  an  hour  and  a 
40  cents  an  hour,  and  for  sewer  work  45  ten-hour  day. 

cents  an  hour.  The  committee  agreed  that  Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
the  new  rate  shall  be  paid.  The  salaries  trades.— Work  was  never  better  with 
of  the  truckers  and  checkers  of  the  G.T.K.  mouiderS;  all  men  are  in  jobs,  and  stove 
Company  were  recently  increased.  The  plate,  machinery  and  general  jobbing  shops 
city  council  also  decided  to  pay  double  time  are  working  full  time,  and  never  knew  a 
for  overtime  and  Sunday  work  to  the  men  busier  season#  gtove  m0unters  report  work 
who  were  called  out  in  rainy  weather  to  conditions  on  a  par  with  those  of  the  mould- 
keep  gulley  drains  open.  eTS>  an(j  are  very  Dusy  ^^    all    men  at 

The  only  strike  on  in  Hamilton  is  one  work.  Machinists  have  been  fairly  busy 
in  a  harness  shop.  Two  foremen  contract  in  the  several  machine  and  jobbing  shops, 
from  the  firm  for  the  making  of  collars,  Electrical  workers  are  very  busy,  matters 
and  in  an  attempt  to  reduce  six  men  from  running  smoothly  after  the  recent  arbitra- 
$2.10  per  dozen  for  fitting  up  imitation  tion  settlement.  Linemen  have  also  en- 
case collars  to  $2  per  dozen,  and  from  joyed  a  busy  month.  Sheet  metal  workers 
$2.40  to  $2.25  on  another  class,  on  Octo-  are  continuing  in  steady  employment, 
ber  13,  the  men  quit  work.  There  is  no  Horseshoers  are  also  well  employed.  Jew- 
settlement  reported  at  the  end  of  the  month,  ellery  workers  are  very  busy,  working  over- 
but  the  men  are  in  communication  with  time  for  some  time  past  on  account  of  the 
the  Ontario  Labour  Bureau  in  hope  of  se-  holiday  season.  Wages  paid  are  fairly 
curing  a  settlement  under  the  Concilia-  good,  and  hours  have  recently  been  re- 
tion  Act.  dueed  from  55  per  week  to  52. 

During  the  month  a  by-law  was  sub-  Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
mitted  to  the  county  ratepayers  for  the  Wood  workers  in  the  several  mills  and  fur- 
purchase  of  the  present  privately  owned  niture  factories  have  been  fairly  busy  dur- 
roads.     As  there  were  several  sections,  the  mg  the  month. 

price  was  fixed  by  arbitration  previously  at  Printing  and  allied  trades.— The  print- 

$98,000.     The  vote  was  taken  on  the  24th  ing  trades    have    been    exceptionally    busy 

instant,  and  was  carried  by  nearly    1,000  during  the  month,  and  an  idle  printer  who 

majority.     The  city  is  to  pay  its  portion  is    a  thoroughly    competent  man    is    un- 

of  the  roads  that  are  within  the  city  limits,  known. 

The  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  a,,7.       ,     i         ^                 ., 

,          ,     . .    .              ...  .       .          .    .    _.  O  lot king  trades. — Custom  tailors  are  very 

nave  decided  to  establish  a  branch  m  Ham-  ,                      ,.         ,,       ,                              - 

Mj          tv     .         ,               ,     ,     n       ^  m     -,  busy,     reporting    the    busiest    season    for 

liton.     During  the  month  the  local  Trades  ,  ,       ,           ,          ,               £ 

,  T   .           °         „    .             .    .              .  years;  good  hands  need  not  be  out  of  em- 
ana  Labour  Council  iavoured  the  opening  -,                  ,          1                  -,                      , 

-    ,                           -^      -i         it.    i          «  pJoyment  at  good  wages.     Crarment  work- 

oi  the  museum  at  JDundurn  Park  on  Sun-  t                    .x1       TiXl 

,                  . ..         l             .      ^          .     .  ers  report  a  very  good  season,  with  a  little 

days,  providing  the  Barks   Commissioners  «     .      ..         .                  •,          ■.         , 

fluctuation    in    some    branches,    but    gen- 
arranged  it  so  as  no  employee  would    be  n            j      .-,                                  t 

°     .               .                i.i         •  erally  good;   the  wages   are  equal  to   any 

compelled  to  work  more  than  six  days  in  -j   •      n  '    '  j        -d              j     -l              i 

.                                             J  paid  m   Canada.     Boot   and  shoe  workers 

any  one  week.  -  .  ■,     ,                                  i         j 

are  iairly   busy,  some  on  week  and  some 

condition  of  particular  trades.  on   piece   work.     What   few   hatters   there 

Building   trades  are  exceptionally  busy.  are  in  town  have  been  ver^  bus^  durin^  the 

Bricklayers,  masons   and  builders'  labour-  montn- 

ers  are  very  busy.     Carpenters  report  work  Food   and  tobacco   preparation. — Bakers 

very  busy  in  both  mills  and  outside  work,  and  butchers  have  enjoyed  about  the  same 

Painters  are  well  employed  for  this  season  business   as  last  month.     Cigarmakers  re- 
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port  trade  first  class,  with  no  men  out  of 
work  and  good  wages  prevaiing. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  on 
horse  goods  report  trade  good,  all  being 
employed  ten  hours  daily,  with  nine  on  Sat- 
urday ;  wages  are  only  fair. 

Transport. — Longshoremen  report  work 
on  coal  docks  dull  on  account  of  the  strike, 
but  for  what  coal  does  arrive  the  advance 
requested  of  5  cents  per  ton  is  being  paid. 
Packet  freight  work  is  good,  and  the  work- 
ers are  generally  well  employed. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
generally  very  busy  at  18  cents  an  hour  in 
the  civic  employ,  also  at  factories,  foun- 
dries, &c,  although  in  some  places  only  15 
cents  an  hour  is  paid. 

A  Lathers'  Union  was  formed  here  dur- 
ing the  month. 

The  city  truant  officer  is  prosecuting 
persons  employing  children  under  14  years 
of  age.  A  bill  poster  employed  a  boy  10 
years  of  age  distributing  bills,  and  was 
summoned  and  dismissed  with  a  warning. 
The  magistrate  declared  that  in  the  fu- 
ture he  would  impose  a  fine  in  such  cases 
of  $20. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Niagara  Falls. — The  Niagara  Power 
Company  have  been  advertising  during  the 
month  for  500  men  at  $2  per  day.  Sev- 
eral new  labour  organizations  were  formed 
here  during  the  month.  Painters  organ- 
ized, with  W.  H.  Day  as  secretary,  box  247. 
The  suspender  and  neckwear  workers  were 
also  organized,  with  Miss  Rosie  Murphy 
as  secretary.  The  plumbers  and  steam- 
fitters  have  also  formed  a  local  union. 

St.  Catharines. — On  the  10th  instant 
25,000  bushels  of  wheat  were  rendered 
useless  by  fire  and  water  at  the  Hed- 
ley  Shaw  flour  mills.  Some  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  bushels  of  wheat  were 
stored  in  the  front  part  of  the  mill 
and  in  the  building  on  St.  Paul  street. 
This  grain  is  practically  uninjured.  The 
loss  is  partially  covered  by  insurance.   The 


fire  is  supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
overheating  of  the  pulley  or  hot  box  in 
the  elevator.  The  employees  did  not  lose 
much  time  as  a  result  of  the  fire.  Dur- 
ing the  month  a  Bakers'  Union  was  or- 
ganized; there  was  a  bakers'  union  pre- 
viously located  here,  but  it  disbanded.  A 
retail  clerks'  union  was  also  formed,  both 
affiliated  with  their  international  union. 

Dundas. — The  different  works  and  fac- 
tories have  been  fairly  busy  during  the 
month.  The  town  council  provided  fuel 
at  cost  for  the  residents  who  had  none 
during  the  famine.  The  old  cotton  mills, 
idle  for  many  years,  have  been  sold  to  some 
outsiders,  and  a  boom  is  expected.  A 
number  of  industries  will  be  housed  in  the 
main  building.  A  transformer  and  elec- 
tric wire  concern  will  occupy  the  lower 
floor.  Cash  registers  and  typewriters  will 
be  manufactured,  and  the  Canada  Can 
Company  will  use  the  back  portion.  The 
upper  floor  will  be  taken  up  by  an  electric 
supply  manufacturing  company.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  all  of  the  plants  will  be  in  op- 
eration by  July  next,  and  it  is  possible  that 
an  establishment  larger  than  these  will  be 
accommodated  on  the  rear  portion  of  the 
property  in  the  near  future. 

Stoney  Creek. — One  of  the  largest  ship- 
ments of  fruit  ever  sent  from  any  fruit 
centre  in  Canada,  in  one  day,  was  shipped 
from  Winona.  It  consisted  of  seven  car 
loads,  comprising  17,035  baskets,  aggregat- 
ing 136,350  pounds.  Grapes,  peaches, 
pears  and  tomatoes  were  the  fruits  ship- 
ped. The  distributing  points  were  all  the 
way  from  Winnipeg  to  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces. It  is  said  that  the  basket  factory 
may  continue  to  run  all  winter. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 
October,  compare  favourably  with  the  pre- 
ceding month,  and  also  with  the  correspond- 
ing month  last  year.  There  has  been  em- 
ployment for  all  those  seeking  work,  and 
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more  unskilled  labour  could  have  been  em- 
ployed. While  there  has  been  no  scarcity 
of  work,  a  number  of  the  employees  of  the 
Massey-Harris  works  have  been  idle,  on  ac- 
count of  general  repairing  and  the  instal- 
ling of  new  machinery.  In  the  building 
trades  work  is  plentiful,  but  wet  weather 
interfered  with  outside  operations,  and 
plasterers  were  idle  for  a  short  time  waiting 
on  carpenters  and  plumbers.  The  extensive 
improvements  which  many  merchants  have 
made  during  the  month,  are  evidences  of 
prosperity.  The  Brantford  Carriage  Com- 
pany is  completing  a  large  addition  to  its 
factory,  and  the  Verity  Plow  Company  a 
large  addition  to  its  moulding  shops.  The 
Pratt-Letchworth  Co.  has  secured  more 
land  upon  which  to  extend  its  present  large 
plant;  the  company  employs  300  men,  and 
expects  to  employ  nearly  double  that  num- 
ber before  long.  The  Courier  Printing 
Co.,  and  the  Hurley  &  Watkins  Printing 
Co.,  have  signed  an  agreement  advancing 
the  wages  of  their  printers  12£  cents  to  take 
effect  on  January  1  next.  A  petition  from 
the  firemen  requesting  an  advance  in  wages 
was  favourably  considered  by  the  city  coun- 
cil. In  future  the  scale  will  be  as  fol- 
lows : — 

First  year,  $1.30  per  day;  second  year, 
$1.40  per  day ;  third  year,  $1.50.  Foreman, 
$1.70;  assistant  foreman,  $1.60.  Chief, 
$900.  This  is  an  increase  of  10  cents  a  day 
for  the  men,  and  $100  per  year  for  the 
chief.  A  feature  of  the  month  has  been 
the  large  shipments  made  from  a  number 
of  the  factories.  Amicable  relations  be- 
tween employers  and  employees  continue. 
The  high  price  of  coal  and  wood  has  been 
a  serious  problem  to  working  men  during 
the  month.  The  prompt  action  of  the  city 
council  has,  however,  relieved  the  situation 
to  a  large  extent. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  very  busy  at  this  season  of 
the  year  with  their  root  crop,  and  fall 
ploughing.  Potatoes  are  not  a  good  crop, 
and  prices  are  expected  to  be  high. 

The  construction  of  the  Grand  Valley 
Railway  and  the  Grand  Trunk  '  cut-off '  is 
being  pushed  to  completion. 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — For  bricklayers  and 
carpenters  work  has  been  plentiful,  but  in- 
clement weather  has  hindered  outside  oper- 
ations. Plasterers  have  been  kept  back  by 
many  buildings  not  being  far  enough  ad- 
vanced. Painters  and  decorators  have  had 
steady  employment.  Plumbers,  gasfitters 
and  steamfitters  report  steady  employment 
during  the  month. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — For  iron 
and  brass  moulders  work  has  been  plenti- 
ful, with  the  exception  of  one  foundry 
which  has  been  closed  for  repairs  and  the 
installing  of  a  large  cupola.  Coremakers 
have  been  fully  employed.  Machinists, 
metal  polishers,  buffers  and  platers  have 
worked  full  time.  Electrical  workers  have 
been  unusually  busy.  Stovemounters  and 
all  blacksmiths  have  had  a  satisfactory 
month.  Boilermakers  have  been  rushed 
with  work.  Tinsmiths  and  sheet  metal 
workers  have  had  an  extra  busy  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  carriage  and  wagon  makers 
have  had  a  steady  month.  Pattern  makers 
and  millwrights  report  plenty  of  work. 
Coopers  have  been  busy,  particularly  on 
stock  work. 

Textile  trades. — The  woollen  mills  have 
run  steadily  during  the  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  have  been  busy  during  the 
entire  month;  extra  labour  can  find  em- 
ployment. 

Clothing  trades. — For  journeymen  tail- 
ors the  past  month  has  been  better  than  the 
preceding  one. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  a  fair  month; 
the  price  of  cakes  has  advanced  from  three 
dozen  for  25  cents  to  10  cents  a  dozen 
straight.  Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  work- 
ers have  had  a  steady  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and  de- 
livery employees  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. There  is  no  demand  at  present  for 
extra    stenographers.        Hotel,    restaurant 
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and  theatre,  employees  have  been  busy  dur- 
ing the  month.  Cooks  and  general  ser- 
vants have  been  in  demand,  particularly 
the  latter.  Laundry  workers  report  a  good 
month  for  October. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees 
have  had  steady  employment.  Carters  and 
teamsters  have  been  rushed  with  work,  and 
the  supply  has  not  been  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. Expressmen  have  had  a  successful 
month.  Cab  drivers  and  hackmen  report 
trade  as  being  very  fair. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  few 
idle  men  upon  the  market. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Paris. — A  new  industry  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  refrigerators,  screens,  sashes,  &c, 
has  taken  possession  of  the  old  wagon 
works  buildings.  From  twenty-five  to 
thirty  men  will  be  employed.  Vacant 
houses  are  so  scarce,  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  been  discussing  the  question  of 
providing  houses  for  the  mechanics  who 
will  soon  be  here  in  connection  with  the 
new  industries. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  0.  B.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  past  month  labour  has  been 
well  employed  in  all  lines,  and  there  is  a 
decided  demand  for  more  unskilled  men. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  past  month  has  seen 
fewer  men  out  of  work  or  laid  off  for  any 
reason  than  has  been  the  case  in  a  very 
considerable  period.  Factory  workers  of 
all  kinds  are  steadily  employed,  and  busi- 
ness generally  is  in  a  very  healthy  state. 
Owing  to  the  gradual  increases  in  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  by  the  different 
factories,  there  is  a  scarcity  of  houses  to 
rent,  and  great  difficulty  is  being  exper- 
ienced in  getting  a  sufficient  number  to 
accommodate  the  employees  of  the  new 
pipe  mill  about  to  move  here,  for  which  a 
large  bonus  was  recently  voted.  As  a  re- 
sult rents  have  a  tendency  to  go  higher. 
Work  on  the  new  sewerage  system  is  be- 


ing held  back  somewhat  owing  to  the  scarc- 
ity of  unskilled  labour.  A  number  of 
new  factories  and  additions  which  have 
been  in  course  of  erection  are  either  in  op- 
eration or  will  soon  be  completed.  The 
general  tone  of  the  labour  market  is  a 
healthy  one,  and  prospects  are  bright  for 
a  busy  winter. 

A  report  from  the  Labour  Day  demon- 
stration committee  showed  a  balance  on 
hand  of  nearly  $300.  No  subscriptions 
were  asked  for  any  purpose,  although  such 
were  accepted  if  offered. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  root  and  apple  crops  are  now  nearly 
all  in,  with  the  exception  of  sugar  beet. 
Apples  are  being  sold  in  the  orchard  for 
from  75  cents  to  $1.25  per  barrel  for  choice 
fruit.  It  will  not  be  known  for  some  lit- 
tle time  whether  the  sugar  beet  crop  has 
paid  as  well  as  other  root  crops  do  in  an 
average  year. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  stone- 
masons are  very  busy  finishing  up  their 
season's  work.  Considerable  over  the 
union  scale  is  being  paid.  The  season 
here  usually  runs  well  into  the  late  fall. 
Carpenters  and  joiners,  painters,  plumbers, 
tinsmiths,  &c,  are  all  well  employed. 
Builders'  labourers  are  very  scarce. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  busy.  Everything  is  now 
running  smoothly  in  this  trade,  since  the 
settlement  of  their  strike  noticed  last 
month.  Machinists  and  sheet  metal  work- 
ers are  all  steadily  employed,  and  pros- 
pects are  for  a  busy  winter. 

Wood  working  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  workers  have  had  a  good  month  in 
all  lines  of  their  trade.  Piano  and  organ 
workers  are  fully  employed.  L^pholsterers 
are  busy,  with  prospects  of  night  work. 
Carriage  workers  report  trade  as  better 
than  in  the  preceding  month.  Coopers  are 
busy  on  both  apple  and  flour  barrels. 
Tight-work  coopers  have  also  been  busy 
on  work  for  a  new  brewery  here. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades.— Printers  re-  tory  of  the  kind  to  get  running  in  Canada. 

port  trade  good.    During  the  month  a  new  Labour  conditions  in  the  town  are  very  sat- 

agreement  was  signed  by  all  the  employing  isfactory,     and     employment     is     steady, 

printers,  which  provides  for  the  raising  of  There  is  a  scarcity  of  men,  especially  un- 

the  minimum  rate  from  $9  for  53  hours  skilled  labourers.     There  is  no  change  re- 

to   $9.50    for   job    and    ad.   men,    and   to  ported  in  the  wood  workers'  strike,  except 

$10.50  for  machine  men,  from  October  20,  that  a  farmer  near  Berlin  has  offered  the 

1902,  to  October  20,  1903,  and  to  $10  and  wood  on  a  tract  of  bush  to  the  strikers  for 

$11  respectively  from  October  20,  1903,  to  the   clearing  of   it,   which   some   of    them 

October  1,  1905.     The  old    conditions    of  will  undertake. 

time  and  a  half  for  overtime  and  the  ap-  Preston.— Stove  mounters,  &c,  are  work- 

prenticeship  rules,  &c,  remain  in  effect,  as  ing  overtime  at  preSent.                                t   I 

well   as  the  provision  providing  for  arbi- 

...                r  -,.       ,          i      .i      nm.M  Jrlespeler. — In  the  woollen  mills  employ- 

tration  in  case  of  dispute  under  the  agree-  f                                                         *    \ 

ment  is  good.     An  addition,  80  x  120  ieet 
mpnt 

and  three  storeys  high,  is  being  put  to  one 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  the  sea-  of  the  mills. 
son  a  good  one.     Considerable  night  work 

is  being  put  in.  STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Food   and   tobacco   preparation. — Cigar-  Mr.    W.   E.    Westbrook,    Correspondent, 

makers  are  busy,  and  men  have  been  taken  reports  as  follows : — 
on.     The  opening  of  the  Ontario  Agricul- 

,  _  ,,       ,   .        ,      ~,               *  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

tural  College  and  the  attendance  there  oi 

over  200   students   and  in    residence,  has  Conditions  in  the  labour  market  during 

made  some  lines  of  business  brisker.  the  month  of  October  were  quite  as  favour- 
able as  for  any  other  month  of  the  past 

Textile  workers.— Textile  workers  of  all  summer.     There  is  not  a  man  or  woman 

kinds  have  been  well  employed,  including  wjshing  employment  in  this  city  but  can 
knitters,  spinners,  brussels  weavers  and  in-  get  it  An  factories  are  working  full  time, 
grain  weavers.  Two  new  factories  under  TwQ  ^  factories  will  shortly  be  corn- 
construction  are  now  about  completed  and  pleted  which  wiU  give  empioyment  to  a 
the  plants  installed,  and  it  is  expected  they  large  numer  of  woodworkers,  as  well  as  fur- 
will  give  employment  to  an  additional  nish  employment  for  a  number  of  girls, 
number  of  knitters  and  spinners.  Some   ir(mworkers   will   also   be    required. 

Unskilled  labour.— Contractors    on    the  Much  marl  claF  is  beinS  dug  in  tnis  vicin- 

sewerage  system  are  offering  17  cents  an  ifr   an<*   shipped   to    the   Durham   cement 

hour  for  labourers  and  advertising  for  men.  works  to  be  mixed  with  the  product  dug  in 

This  is  the  highest  rate  for  any  number  of  that  locality.     This   gives   employment  to 

men  paid  here  for  a  long  time.  many  excavators  at  $1.70  per  day,  and  men 

can  always  obtain  employment  at  this  work 

Guelph  Upholsterers'  Union  No.  41  has  here.  Houses  are  still  very  scarce  in  this 
been  reorganized,  with  I.  A.  Johnston,  citVj  and  much  anxiety  is  felt  by  working- 
president,  and  Frank  Home,  correspond-  men  wno  are  unable  to  bring  their  families 
ing  secretary.  here  on  this  account. 


CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 


A  union  of  machinists  has  also  been  or- 
ganized. 

Those  engaged  in  farming,  all  report  this 

district  notes.  industry  as  being  in  a  very  satisfactory 

condition.     Good  prices  are  being  realized 
Berlin.— The  new  sugar  beet  factory  has     for    all    farm    products,    wood    especially 
now  started  operations,  and  is  the  first  fac-     bringing  a  high  price,  on  account  of  the 
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increased  demand  owing  to  the  recent  coal 
strike.  A  great  many  farmers  in  this  dis- 
trict are  feeding  their  grain  to  cattle  and 
pigs,  claiming  that  at  the  present  prices  of 
these  animals  more  profit  is  thus  made  than 
by  marketing  the  grain. 

The  Stratford  Woollen  Mills  are  rushed 
with  orders.  The  clothing  factories  will  be 
working  overtime  during  November. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  shops  employ- 
ing about  800  hands  are  working  55  hours 
per  week  with  prospects  good. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  stone- 
masons, plumbers,  tinsmiths  and  builders' 
labourers  are  all  exceptionally  busy,  with 
prospects  bright  for  some  time  to  come. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  boilermakers  and  machinists  are 
all  employed,  and  apparently  there  is  plenty 
of  work  in  sight  to  last  all  winter.  Black- 
smiths and  horseshoers  report  having  had 
a  good  month's  business. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  cabinetmakers  and  machine 
hands  have  all  been  well  employed  during 
the  month,  with  prospects  of  overtime  being 
worked  in  the  near  future.  Carriage  and 
wagon  makers  are  very  busy.  Coopers  are 
very  busy  and  in  demand. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port their  trade  as  being  good,  with  none 
out  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  are  very  busy 
on  ordered  clothing,  with  a  demand  for 
more  help  in  this  district.  Garment  work- 
ers and  ready-made  clothing  factories  are 
rushed  with  orders,  and  girls  may  secure 
work  easily  at  this  branch  of  tailoring. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
are  all  employed,  and  have  had  a  good 
month.  Butchers  report  their  business 
good.  Cigarmakers  are  all  employed  with 
increasing  demand  for  their  goods. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  having 
been  busy  all  the  month.  Clerks  are  all 
busy. 


Transport. — Delivery  employees  are  busy, 
but  have  to  work  very  long  hours,  often  not 
being  through  by  Sunday  morning.  Rail- 
way employees  have  all  had  a  good  month's 
work.  Several  firemen  and  brakemen  being 
taken  on  during  the  month.  Teamsters, 
draymen  and  hackmen  have  all  been  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
still  in  demand. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

St.  Marys. — All  factories  are  busy  with 
prospects  of  a  good  winter's  work.  Eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of 
butter  was  shipped  from  here  last  week. 

Atwood. — A  large  deposit  of  the  proper 
quality  of  clay  for  the  manufacture  of  ce- 
ment has  been  discovered,  and  a  company 
is  being  organized  with  a  capital  of  $500,- 
000  to  erect  a  plant  for  the  manufacture  of 
it  into  cement. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  during  the  past  month  has  been  of 
a  most  satisfactory  nature.  Never  before 
has  the  industrial  activity  been  so  great  at 
this  time  of  the  year.  The  London  Found- 
ry Co.  is  building  a  large  addition  to  its 
factory.  St.  Joseph's  Hospital  is  being 
doubled  in  size,  and  with  the  McCleary  roll- 
ing mills  and  tannery  buildings  there  will 
be  plenty  of  work  in  the  building  trades 
while  the  weather  remains  cood.  Tenders 
for  a  new  armoury,  to  coel  $80,000,  are  to 
be  in  by  November  7.  The  Perrin  Biscuit 
and  Candy  Co.  are  lo  erect  a  large  five 
story  addition.  On  the  railroads  the 
freight  business  has  reached  unusual  pro- 
portions, numerous  special  trains  passing 
through  here  daily.  Two  very  important 
motions  passed  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Council  during  the  month,  one  that :  '  No 
person  shall  be  eligible  as  an  honorary 
member  of  this  council,  whose  craft  organi- 
zation exists  in  the  city  and  who  himself 
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resides  in  the  municipality,'  and  the  other: 
'  No  member  of  this  Trades  and  Labour 
Council  shall  solicit  votes,  act  as  returning 
officer,  deputy  returning  officer,  poll  clerk, 
scrutineer  or  otherwise  act  on  behalf  of  or 
to  advance  the  interests  of  the  Liberal  or 
Conservative  parties.  And  any  member 
found  guilty  of  violating  this  provision 
shall  be  suspended  for  the  space  of  one 
year,  or  longer  if  necessary,  as  the  council 
in  its  judgment  shall  decide., 

The  coal  situation  is  gradually  working 
into  its  normal  condition.  At  the  end  of  the 
month  anthracite  coal  was  beginning  to 
arrive  from  the  mines,  and  the  municipal 
yard  was  selling  to  any  one  at  $10  per  ton. 
It  is  expected  the  price  will  be  from  $7  to 
$8  all  through  the  winter. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  apple  export  trade  is  reaching  con- 
siderable dimensions  in  this  locality,  and 
quite  a  number  of  people  from  this  city 
are  employed  in  the  packing  and  shipping 
of  the  same.  Early  fears  of  a  disastrous 
potato  rot  are  being  realized,  and  they  are 
selling  at  $1  to  $1.10  per  bag  on  the  market. 

Fifteen  car-loads  of  rails  have  arrived  for 
the  new  radial  railway  to  run  from  London 
to  Lambeth,  and  points  south  and  west  of 
here.  Contracts  have  been  let  for  part  of 
the  work. 

The  Builders'  Supply  Co.,  which  com- 
prises a  majority  of  the  city  builders,  have 
decided,  owing  to  the  high  price  of  bricks, 
to  build  a  brickyard  of  its  own,  and  has 
purchased  thirty  acres  of  land  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  carpen- 
ters and  plasterers  are  busier  than  ever  be- 
fore at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  will  con- 
tinue so  while  the  weather  is  fair.  Paint- 
ers have  been  in  demand  during  the  month. 
A  combined  union  church  parade  and  ser- 
vice is  to  be  held  on  Sunday,  November  9, 
the  collection  to  be  given  to  disabled  paint- 
ers.     Plumbers,  stonecutters  and  building 

labourers  are  all  busy. 
3* 


Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Stove  moulders,  mounters  and  pol- 
ishers are  very  busy,  they  report  a  larger 
number  of  wood,  gas  and  oil  stoves  being 
made,  and  a  less  number  of  coal  stoves. 
Machinists  are  busy.  Electrical  workers 
report  business  as  fair.  Boilermakers  state 
that  business  was  never  better  with  them. 
Car  builders  at  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
shops  are  rushed,  500  flat  cars  are  yet  to  be 
built,  and  the  machine  shop,  into  which 
electric  lights  are  being  put,  cannot  keep 
up  with  the  other  departments,  they  will 
work  overtime  as  soon  as  the  lights  are  in. 
The  hours  have  been  reduced  to  9^  on  ac- 
count of  no  lights. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Coopers  are  exceptionally  busy,  and  consid- 
erable overtime  is  being  worked. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
the  allied  trades  are  very  busy.  Three 
nights  a  week  overtime  is  being  worked  in 
most  of  the  job  rooms. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  are  very  busy, 
working  overtime  almost  every  night.  Gar- 
ment workers  and  boot  and  shoe  workers 
report  trade  fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  all  hands  working  and  trade 
good. 

Miscellaneous. — Brushmakers  are  having 
very  little  to  do. 

Transport. — Railroad  workers  report 
times  exceptionally  good,  and  spare  men 
are  making  very  nearly  as  good  time  as 
regulars.  Ordinary  labourers  are  finding 
plenty  of  work.  The  excavating  work  at 
the  new  gasometer  is  proving  very  difficult, 
and  dynamite  is  being  used  to  loosen  the 
hard  clay.  A  number  are  engaged  cutting 
down  superfious  trees  on  the  city  streets, 
and  getting  the  wood  free  for  their  pay. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  labour  continues  much 
the  same  as  during  the  summer  months,  all 
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classes  of  labour  being  actively  employed 
with    good    prospects    of    continuance,    so 
long  as  the  weather  is  favourable  for  the 
execution  of  outdoor  work.     Amicable  re- 
lations  continue   between    employers    and 
employees,   and   industry    is    undisturbed. 
The  broom,  brush  and  woodware  factory, 
which   commenced  manufacturing   at    the 
close  of  last  month,  is  rapidly  getting  into 
shape  for  handling  a  large  trade,  and  gives 
promise  of  a  large  extension  of  business. 
The  factory  is  equipped  with  the  latest  me- 
chanical appliances,  and  is  thoroughly  mod- 
ern.    The  broom  and  brush  department  is 
now  employing  about  100  hands,  and  the 
woodware  department  will  require  a  large 
number     more.     Two    hundred    and    fifty 
hands  will  be  required  to  man  the  present 
plant  when  completed,  of  whom  about  40 
per  cent  will  be  girls  and  boys  and  60  per 
cent  men  or    youths.     The    firm    sells    its 
wares  in  both  the  home  and  foreign  mar- 
kets, directly  to  the  retail  trade  through 
its  own  agents,  and  sends  goods  as  far  as 
the  West  Indies.    Its    raw    material    for 
brooms  and  whisks  is  imported  from  Cen- 
tral Illinois,   Kansas   and   Oklohoma,   and 
for  brushes  from  Mexico,  South  America, 
France,  China,  Russia  and  other  countries. 
Woodware  material  is  secured  in  the  local 
market  and  from  timber  limits  in  northern 
Ontario.     The  piec£  work  system  of  work- 
ing obtains  largely  throughout  the  entire 
industry. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Local  industries  continue  prosperous. 
Farmers  have  harvested  a  good  general 
crop,  and  prices  are  generally  fair.  Manu- 
facturing keeps  up  to  the  standard,  and  is 
rather  increasing  in  volume.  Railway  traf- 
fic is  brisk,  and  affords  increased  employ- 
ment to  train  crews.  A  notable  feature  in 
the  M.C.R.  locomotive  and  car  shops  is  the 
increased  amount  of  work  being  done  with 
a  normal  staff  of  employees,  as  a  conse- 
quence of  a  more  systematic  adjustment  in 
the  method  of  doing  work,  especially  in  the 
car  shops,  where  in  addition  to  the  usual 
amount  of  repair  work,  thirty-two  80,000- 
pound  freight  cars  have  been  built  during 


the  past  month,  the  largest  number  ever 
built  in  these  shops  in  one  month.  It  is 
claimed  that  as  a  result  of  the  new  system, 
cars  are  now  being  built  at  a  less  labour 
cost  than  was  offered  the  men  in  the  piece 
work  proposal  of  the  early  spring.  Twelve 
gondola  flat  cars  have  been  turned  out  of 
the  local  shops  of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Detroit 
River  Company  during  the  past  month  for 
use  in  handling  sugar  beets  in  this  dis- 
trict. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
continue  busy,  and  the  outlook  for  carpen- 
ters, lathers,  plasterers,  plumbers,  steam- 
fitters  and  inside  workers  is  favourable  for 
some  time  to  come.  For  bricklayers,  stone- 
cutters and  outside  workers,  however,  the 
season  will  close  early.  A  number  of 
bricklayers  will  leave  the  city  for  outside 
points  of  building  activity  in  the  course 
of  a  few  weeks. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  boilermakers  and  machinists  con- 
tinue busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  wood  workers  in  the  turning,  bending 
and  carriage  works,  as  well  as  car  build- 
ers, are  actively  employed.  Overtime  pre- 
vails to  some  extent  in  the  handle-turning 
factory.  Coopers  are  very  busy,  the  de- 
mand for  flour  and  apple  barrels  being 
large. 

CHATHAM,   ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  condition  of  labour  continues  as  fa- 
vourable as  during  last  month.  The  build- 
ing trades  have  been  very  active,  the  sup- 
ply both  of  skilled  and  unskilled  labour 
being  hardly  equal  to  the  demand.  In 
civic  work  it  has  been  almost  impossible  to 
get  sufficient  men  to  carry  on  the  work  to 
the  best  advantage,  wages  for  labourers 
being  $1.50  per  day  of  ten  hours.  Several 
fruit  canning  factories  have  been  started, 
women  and  girls  are  in  demand  in  the  can- 
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ning  and  evaporating  factories,  at  wages 
from  75  cents  to  $1  per  day  of  ten  hours, 
work  to  last  until  January.  Transporta- 
tion is  very  active,  large  shipments  of  farm 
products  and  manufactured  goods  being 
made  daily.  Large  quantities  of  lumber 
and  cedar  posts  are  being  brought  in  both 
by  rail  and  water,  and  distributed  to  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  district.  Wholesale 
and  retail  trade  is  fairly  active.  The  de- 
mand for  men  has  had  the  effect  of  raising 
the  rate  of  wages  in  the  building  trade 
and  civic  work,  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  the 
advance  being  voluntarily  granted  by  the 
employers.  There  has  been  no  disturbance 
in  the  labour  market  during  October. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — The  farmers  have  finished 
the  sowing  of  fall  wheat,  and  are  still  busy 
harvesting  apples.  Sugar  beets  have  been 
an  excellent  crop.  The  raising  of  sugar 
beets  has  been  largely  an  experiment  in  this 
locality,  and  the  success  attending  beet 
culture  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory. 

Manufacturing  is  active  in  all  branches, 
particularly  in  the  planing  mills  and  box 
factories,  which  have  been  running  over- 
time the  greater  part  of  the  summer.  The 
wheel  works  are  nearing  completion  and 
expect  to  be  running  in  full  force  in  a  short 
time. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  are  fully 
employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades  have  plenty 
of  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  re- 
port plenty  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades  have  all  the 
work  they  can  do. 

Clothing  trades  are  very  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation  have 
steady  employment. 

Miscellaneous. — Report  plenty  of  work. 

Transport. — Railway  employees,  street 
railway  employees,  cab  drivers,  hackmen, 
carters  and  draymen  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. 


Unskilled  labour  is  in  good  demand,  and 
a  scarcity  of  men  is  reported  from  all  over 
the  district.  Advertisements  are  appear- 
ing daily  for  men  to  work  in  the  sugar 
beet  fields. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  D.  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket in  this  city  and  district  has  been  very 
favourable  during  October,  and  surpasses 
the  previous  month  in  general  activity.  All 
branches  of  labour  are  greatly  in  demand, 
more  especially  in  the  building  trades. 
The  contractors  are  pushing  the  work  in 
the  new  library,  which  is  giving  employ- 
ment to  a  large  number  of  bricklayers  and 
labourers.  The  entire  trade  will  be  kept 
busy  for  some  time  to  come,  as  some  of  the 
contractors  are  greatly  in  want  of  men. 
One  cannot  find  a  carpenter  in  this  city 
out  of  work,  and  unskilled  labour  as  well  is 
very  actively  employed.  The  Erie  Tobacco 
Company,  of  Kingsville,  which  was  recent- 
ly burned  out,  will  resume  its  business  in 
Windsor  shortly.  A  special  meeting  of  the 
city  council  was  held,  and  it  was  decided 
to  submit  a  vote  to  the  city  granting  the 
company  exemption  from  taxes  and  water 
rates  for  the  year.  The"  company  has  leased 
the  Davies  block,  on  Pitt  Street,  and  has  a 
large  force  of  men  employed  getting  it 
ready  for  occupation.  About  75  hands  will 
be  employed. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  well  employed.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  are  in  great  demand,  and  receive 
good  wages.  Lathers  and  plasterers  report 
a  busy  month.  Painters  and  paperhangers 
have  all  the  work  they  can  attend  to.  Plumb- 
ers, gas  and  steamfitters  are  rushed  with 
work.  Builders'  labourers  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Black- 
smiths report  plenty  of  work. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Conditions 
are  very  good. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  are  very  busy 
just  now  with  prospects  good. 

Transport. — The  various  employees  en- 
gaged in  the  transport  business,  railroad 
men,  freight  handlers,  street  railway  em- 
ployees, cabmen,  teamsters,  unskilled  la- 
bourers, &c,  are  well  employed. 

The  printers  held  a  meeting  on  October 
14,  and  formed  themselves  into  a  union  of 
20  members.  President,  James  Cranlon; 
secretary-treasurer,  William  Cambell. 

The  barbers  have  also  formed  themselves 
into  a  union  of  25  members,  with  Norman 
Jackson,  president,  and  Andrew  Kenney, 
secretary  and  treasurer. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Walherville  is  experiencing  a  building 
boom.  Many  persons  employed  in  the  fac- 
tories are  obliged  to  live  in  Detroit,  because 
they  are  unable  to  secure  homes  on  the 
Canadian  side.  Houses  have  been  spring- 
ing up  with  rapidity  during  the  last  few 
months,  but  are  rented  as  fast  as  they  are 
completed.  There  are  ten  houses  under 
way  at  the  present  time.  Berry  Bros.,  of 
Detroit,  are  building  a  large  varnish  manu- 
factory which  will  give  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  hands. 

WINNIPEG,   MAN.,   AND   DISTEICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Through  the  month  of  October  the  de- 
my nd  for  labour  of  all  kinds  has  been  very 
keen.  A  sharp  advance  in  wages  has 
taken  place  in  several  vocations.  Eager- 
ness to  finish  buildings  before  the  winter 
sets  in  caused  a  pronounced  movement 
amongst  contractors  to  get  sufficient  men. 
Wages,  in  some  cases  50  per  cent  higher 
than  the  agreement  price,  were  offered  to 
especially  good  bricklayers,  and  in  almost 
every  other  branch  advances  were  made  to 


hold  men  or  secure  a  sufficient  supply  of 
labour. 

The  completion  of  threshing  in  several 
parts  of  Manitoba  is  causing  a  consider- 
able immigration  into  Winnipeg  of  general 
labour.  Threshing,  however,  is  by  no 
means  completed,  and  there  are  large  bod- 
ies of  men  who  will  not  be  released  from 
such  employment  for  some  time  yet.  Those 
who  are  leaving,  generally  speaking,  are 
returning  to  Ontario.  Large  numbers, 
however,  especially  from  the  extreme  east- 
ern points  of  Canada,  intend  staying  in  the 
province,  and  are  looking  for  the  more  per- 
manent sources  of  employment,  such  as 
the  woods  and  lumber  camps,  during  the 
winter  months. 

The  industrial  interests  of  the  locality 
will  be  considerably  enlarged  by  the  addi- 
tion of  two  large  saw  mills.  Logs  will  be 
brought  from  districts  reached  by  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railway.  The  com- 
panies engaged  in  this  trade  have  already 
secured  locations  for  their  mills.  With 
this  exception,  there  does  not  appear  to  be 
as  much  development  in  manufacturing  as 
in  almost  every  line  of  business.  Larger 
demands  are  being  made  on  factories  which 
necessarily  must  be  close  to  the  point  of 
consumption,  and  which  are  protected  by 
transportation  cost,  but  there  is  no  indi- 
cation of  development  of  new  factories  for 
making  commodities  for  markets  other 
than  local. 

The  transportation  companies  are  still 
not  in  a  position  to  meet  the  full  demands 
made  upon  them.  Cars  are  reported  short 
at  many  points,  and  elevators  are  full.  The 
advanced  price  of  wood  for  fuel  purposes 
is  attributed  by  some  to  the  inadequate 
transport  facilities.  Commercial  activity 
has  developed  at  a  greater  pace  than  antici- 
pated, and  together  with  the  phenomenal 
crop,  a  combination  of  circumstances  is 
formed  which  was  difficult  to  foresee  or 
prepare  for. 

Business  activity  continues  to  increase. 
The  proceeds  of  the  harvest  are  beginning 
to  reach  the  city.  Many  of  the  large  im- 
plement firms  with  headquarters  at  Winni- 
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peg   report   very   heavy   collections,   while  The  reduced  stocks  of  lumber  have  made 

the   harvest   labourer   returning   with    his  the  lumbermen  active,  and  large  gangs  are 

wages  to  the  city  is  a  very  important  fac-  being  organized  to  go  into  the  bush.     The 

tor  in  the  prevailing  active  retail  trade.  unusual  demand  for  such  men  at  a  time 

Wages  all  round  are  beginning  to  reach  wnen  tney  are  particularly  scarce  is  caus- 

tbat  point  which  will  make  the  increases  m£  wa^es  t0  rise- 

correspond  with  the  all-round  advance  in  Inquiries  at  the  employment  agencies 
prices.  A  general  scarcity  of  help  of  all  elicit  the  information  that  the  supply  of 
kinds  is  being  felt.  Wood  sawers  are  now  labour  is  being  augmented  by  returning 
demanding  $3  per  cord  as  against  $1.50,  the  harvesters.  Men  for  bush  work  are  being 
price  not  more  than  a  few  months  ago.  offered  from  $26  to  $35  per  month,  with 
Errand  boys  are  also  looking  for  an  ad-  board  and  free  transportation  to  point  of 
vance,  and  since  the  commencement  of  the  work.  The  latter  condition  to  apply  pro- 
schools  seem  to  be  in  great  demand.  vided   they   stay   till   camp   is   broken   up. 

A   by-law   permitting   the    operation   of  G°°&  men  have  no  difficulty  in  getting  the 

street  cars  on  Sundays  is  to  be  submitted  $35-     For  cordwood  cutting  there  has  been 

at  the  forthcoming   civic   elections.     The  a  decided  advance.   Dry  tamarack  is  being 

members    of    the    Street    Eailway     Men's  Pai<*  for  at  the  rate  of  $1  per  cord  on  un- 

Union  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  of  culled  bush. 

the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  are  tak-  As  during  last  month,  as  large  staffs  as 
ing  steps  to  ensure  regulations  providing  practicable  are  being  employed  by  the  rail- 
that  men  be  required  to  work  not  more  way  companies.  Everything  available  in 
than  six  days  a  week.  With  this  end  in  the  character  of  rolling  stock  is  being  util- 
view,   a  resolution  was  submitted  to    the  iZed. 

council  providing  for  the  inclusion  in  the  .                         .   . 

!     -,                i           i     .,     j     ,i       j.  n  lhe  closing  down  ot  civic  works  ior  the 

by-law    to    be    submitted    the    following  .            ,  .                                   . 

,          _  winter  this  year  appears  to   be  unnotice- 

able,  although  the  cessation  of  such  work 

And  the  said  Winnipeg  Street  Railway  Com-  .                                   ,          ,            ,                     ,    , 

pany,  in  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  also  m  previous  years  has  always  been  regarded 

in    consideration   of    the    said    corporation    sub-  with  alarm, 
mitting  the  questions  of  the  running  of  the  cars 
upon  Sunday  to  vote  of  the  citizens,  doth,  for 

itself,     its    successors    and     assigns,     covenant,'  CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES, 
promise   and   agree   with   the    said    corporation, 

that    the    said    company,    its    successors    and  Building  trades. — In  almost  all  branches 

assigns,   will  not  require  or  permit   any  of  its  £  ,,      ,     .,,.               ,                 ,           . 

employees   to   work   in   its  service  more    than  oi  the  building  trades  men  have  been  very 

ten  hours  per  day,  or  more  than  sixty  hours  per  SCarce  during  October,  in  spite  of  the  fact 

week,  all  of  which  sixty  hours'  work  is  to  be  .                                                           . 

performed  in  six  days  of  such  week  ;   and  no  em-  that  more  men  are  employed  than  at  the 

ployee   having  worked   upon   six   days   shall  be  same  time  in  any  previous  year.     The  esti- 

required  or  permitted  to  resume  work  until  he  .,.,,. 

has   been   a   complete  day   of   twenty-four  con-  mated   outlay  in  building  operations    this 

secutive  hours  off  work,  which  twenty-four  con-  ea       •        Winni^e-     is      $3  000  000      The 

secutive    hours    shall    be    computed    from    5.30  y    .       m      vvmmPeg     is      q>o,uuu,uuv.      ±n« 

o'clock  a.m.  of  such  day.  unions  have  all   increased  in  membership 

The  opinion  of  the  city  solicitor  was  that  verv  lar^e1^  and  the  wages  paid  to  brick- 
such  would  not  be  in  accordance  with  the  lavers  have  taken  a  sudden  rise'  At  the 
Act  respecting  the  submission  of  by-laws,  commencement  of  the    season    they  were 

If  the  by-law  was  passed  the  council  had  Paid  52*  cents  Per  hour-     Now  thev    are 

power  to  refuse  to  permit  the  company  to  bemS  Paid  rates  varying  from  the  latter 

operate  on  Sundays.  figure  up  to  75  cents  per  hour.  At  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  the  rate  agreed  upon  be- 

condition  of  local  industries.  tween  the    Builders'  Association  and    the 

Agriculturists  have  been  very  busy  with  Bricklayers'  Union  was  52£  cents.   Later  in 

the    continued     threshing.     Some      slight  the  season,  when  certain  contractors  found 

rains  have  made  the  ploughing  better.  that  they  were  not  getting  what  they  consid- 
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ered  a  fair  share  of  the  available  men,  they 
ascribed  as  a  reason  therefore  that  other 
contractors  were  paying  more  than  the 
Association  price,  contrary  to  arrangement. 
Thereupon  a  sharp  contest  for  men  en- 
sued and  the  rate  went  up  very  suddenly. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — All  the 
metal  working  trades  are  busy  and  no  man 
need  be  idle.  Tinsmiths  are  especially 
busy  fitting  up  the  necessary  heating  ap- 
paratuses for  the  approaching  winter.  The 
completion  of  walls  and  roofs  of  build- 
ings ready  for  the  cornicing  and  other  fin- 
ishings is  taxing  the  resources  of  that 
class  of  labour. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  factories  in  the  woodworking  lines  are 
overcrowded  with  business,  and  contractors 
are  complaining  of  inability  to  get  their 
orders  filled  within  a  reasonable  time.  The 
fitting  up  of  new  offices  is  also  causing  a 
considerable  business  at  the  present  time. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  continue  to  be  busy.  The  scale 
committee  of  the  Printers'  Union  is  send- 
ing out  "  Cost  of  Living  Schedules  "  with 
a  view  to  determining  whether  their  pres- 
ent rate  of  pay  is  in  accordance  with  the 
increased  cost  of  living.  The  schedules 
are  exciting  a  good  deal  of  interest  amongst 
the  printers. 

Clothing  trades. — The  garment  working 
trades  are  not  as  busy  as  they  have  been 
during  the  season.  The  staple  output  is 
overalls,  and  the  demand  for  these  ceases 
with  the  cessation  of  summer  work.  The 
factories  are  running  with  almost  a  full 
complement,  but  orders  are  lighter.  In  the 
journeymen  tailor  trade  employment  con- 
tinues to  be  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The 
cigarmaking  industries  are  continuing 
with  a  good  steady  business.  A  factory 
employing  25  hands  will  soon  commence 
operations. 

Painters'  and  Decorators'  Union,  No. 
T39,  was  organized  during  the  month,  with 
R.  J.  Hawkins  president. 


BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

In  all  branches  of  trade  there  has  been 
great  activity  during  the  present  month. 
Especially  in  the  building  trades  this  state 
of  affairs  is  evidenced,  every  available  man 
being  employed  so  as  to  get  the  work  com- 
pleted before  the  winter  sets  in.  There  has 
also  been  a  great  demand  for  help  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  and  the  supply  has 
not  been  adequate.  The  binder  twine  fac- 
tory has  closed  for  repairs,  and  the  putting 
in  of  additional  machinery,  and  one  of  the 
largest  local  saw-mills  has  also  shut  down 
for  the  season.  There  is  exceptional  activ- 
ity, however,  in  the  sash  and  door  factory 
and  planing  mills.  Large  consignments 
of  goods  and  all  kinds  of  merchandise  for 
the  city  and  district  is  coming  through  the 
railway  freight  sheds,  and  wholesale  and 
retail  merchants  are  doing  a  good  trade. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  rates  of 
wages  or  hours  of  labour,  and  no  industrial 
disputes  throughout  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  splendid  harvest  weather 
which  this  district  has  enjoyed,  the  agricul- 
tural situation  is  all  that  can  be  desired, 
although  farmers  have  had  great  difficulty 
in  securing  sufficient  help  to  take  off  the 
crop.  They  have  adopted  the  old  custom 
of  joining  forces  and  going  to  their  neigh- 
bour's assistance.  They  have  in  this  way 
succeeded  in  placing  their  crops  in  a  safe 
condition  for  threshing.  The  threshing 
outfits  have  been  increased  by  a  number  of 
machines  coming  into  the  province  from 
North  Dakota.  The  work  of  threshing  is 
in  full  operation  throughout  the  province. 

With  two  exceptions  all  factories  are 
doing  a  fair  business. 

Construction  work,  especially  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  on  the  new  ex- 
tensions, is  being  proceeded  with  in  all 
possible  haste  so  as  to  complete  the  work 
before  winter  sets  in.    The  company  has 
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had   great   difficulty   in  keeping  the  men,     have  been  erected,  and  business  men  report 
as  the  farmers  offered  higher  wages.  trade  very  satisfactory.     Although  late  in 

the  season,  quite  a  number  of  home  and 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES.  n        -.  ,  i  •       ,1  .  .,  j 

land  seekers  nave  come  in  this  month;  and 
Building  trades.— Bricklayers  are  still  very  large  sales  of  land  have  been  made  to  > 
busy,  but  masons  are  not  so  busy  as  earlier  capitalists  who  have  been  through  this  dis- 
in  the  season.  Lathers  and  plasterers  find  trict.  The  Territories  are  still  sending 
trade  good  up  to  the  present.  Painters  re-  large  shipments  of  stock  east  by  the  Cana- 
port  trade  good  with  openings  for  more  dian  Pacific  Eailway  and  Canadian  North- 
men. Plumbers  report  trade  very  good.  era. 
Steamfitters  are  a  little  slack.     Stonecut- 

ters   are  working  overtime,   and   builders'  NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND 

labourers  are  steadily  employed.  JJlblKlL/1. 

Metal  and  engineering  *rato.-Machin-  Mr'   Geor^  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 

ists  and  engineers  report  trade  good  with  rePorts  as  f ollows  :~ 

openings    for    good    men    at   good   wages.  general  condition  of  the  labour  market. 

Blacksmiths  are  well  employed,  but  there         ~      ..-.         .     ,-,     ■■  ,  ,    , 

-,->  .,  ,  Conditions  m  the  labour  market  remain- 

are    no    openings.       Boilermakers    report       .  ,  . .     _     .         .  u     A 

ed  iavourable  during  the  past  month.  Out- 


work as  good  with  openings  in  railroad  and 
machine  shops  for  good  men.  Steady  em- 
ployment and  good  wages  are  promised. 


side  work  has  been  delayed  somewhat  owing 

to  wet  weather,  but  the  building  trades  on 

the   whole   are  fairly   active,   and  the   de- 

Printing  and  allied  trades.— -Printers  re-  mand  for  unskilled  labour  still  continues. 

port  trade  good.  The  fishing  industry  still  continues  active, 

Clothing    trades.— Men   engaged   in    the  the  Price  of  cohoes  increasing  to  20c.  per 

clothing   trades   are   working   overtime   to  fish  for  a  number  of  days.     They  are  now 

keep  up  with  orders.  selling  at  12£  cents  per  fish,  and  dog-salmon 

at  3  cents  per  fish.     A  considerable  busi- 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. -Bakers  nefis  hag  be(m  done  in  dry  salting  and  other. 

and  confectioners  report  trade  active.  But-  w    curing   dog.salmon>    which    is    being 

chers  and  meat  cutters  are  also  busy.  Cigar-  nearly  &n  f  orwarded  to  Japan<     The  japa. 

makers  and  tobacco  workers  report  trade  nege  residents  on  the  river  have  been  espe. 

excellent.  cially   active  working  up   this  trade  with 

Transport. — Railway    employees    are    all  their  native  land.     During  the  past  month 

busy.     Trackmen  are  very  busy,  and  there  no  less  than  2,000  tons  have  been  shipped 

are  openings  for  a  number  of  men.     Men  to  Japan.     The  run  of  cohoe  salmon  has 

engaged  in  freight  handling  were  never  so  been  the  largest  for  many  years,   and  is 

busy.  about  over,  and  the  Americans  who  have 

Unskilled    labour.— -Unskilled    labour    is  been  canning  these  fish  are  closing  down, 

very  scarce,  as  all  available  men  are  work-  the   cold   stora^e   company   freezing   them 

ing  with  the  threshing  gangs.     The  rail-  and  sapping  them  to  the  east. 

roads  are  employing  every  possible  labourer.  condition  of  particular  trades. 

This  condition  of  affairs  will  only  last  for  _    ._ , .              _         _  .  . .                  , 

j.              ,,     ,  Building    trades. — Bricklayers    and    ma- 

a  lew  months  longer.  "        ,    «.  .  ,           i  ,.      ,,     . .          <• 

sons  report  trade  fairly  good  tor  the  time  oi 

district  notes.  the  year. 

Reports  from  surrounding  districts   are  Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Work  in 

very  encouraging  from  an  industrial  point  these  trades  is  good,  and  there  is  a  large 

of  view.     Towns  and  villages  are  partici-  amount  of  repair  work  in  the  shops.     The 

pating  in  the  benefit  of  a  bountiful  harvest,  shingle  trade  is  still  booming  with  orders 

New  buildings,   elevators   and   warehouses  ahead  for  sometime  to  come. 
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Transport. — Business  on  the  river  is 
brisk  with  a  demand  for  men.  Street  rail- 
way employees  report  working  full  time,  a 
large  amount  of  freight  being  carried  at 
the  present. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy,  and  one  factory  has 
increased  its  working  staff  to  keep  up  with 
orders  on  hand. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  fruit  drying  plant  at  Chilliwach  re- 
cently opened,  is  running  full  time,  and 
upwards  of  five  tons  of  prunes  have  been 
dried  and  find  a  ready  market. 

Cloverdale. — Two  new  shingle  mills  have 
been  started,  and  are  now  running  full 
time,  and  making  regular  shipments  to  out- 
side points  besides  supplying  the  local  mar- 
ket. 

Now  that  the  splendid  crops  of  the  Fraser 
Valley  have  been  all  gathered  in,  business 
in  farm  real  estate  is  improving,  and  many 
inquiries  for  farms  in  the  district  are 
being  received  by  local  real  estate  dealers. 
Several  good  farms  in  this  vicinity  have 
been  sold  during  the  past  month,  and  it  is 
likely  that  quite  a  number  of  new  settlers 
will  come  in  this  winter. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  George  Bartley,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  weather  during  October  has  been 
exceptionally  favourable,  and  on  that  ac- 
count outside  work  has  been  brisk,  con- 
trary to  expectations.  There  has  been  a 
continued  demand  both  for  men  and  lum- 
ber in  the  building  trades.  The  supply  of 
building  timber  has  not  been  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  in  many  cases  builders  have 
been  hampered  in  this  regard.  The  foun- 
dries and  moulding  shops  are  very  busy, 
in  some  cases  overtime  work  is  reported. 
The  local  volume  of  trade  has  been  good, 
but  the  outside  trade  is  still  falling  off, 
and  in  this  respect  local  merchants  are 
complaining.     The  labour  market  is  steady 


and  settled,  though  in  some  quarters  an 
advance  in  wages  is  looked  forward  to. 
The  supply  of  clerks  exceeds  the  demand, 
but  as  the  holiday  trade  opens  more  will 
be  needed,  and  prospects  are  encouraging. 
Already  a  number  of  prospectors  have  re- 
turned from  the  mountains  and  else- 
where, and  a  large  number  have  left  for 
the  south,  i.e.,  to  San  Francisco  and  Seat- 
tle, where  they  will  remain  for  the  winter. 

The  Trades  and  Labour  Council  has 
adopted  a  report  of  its  parliamentary  com- 
mittee recommending  that  the  city  coun- 
cil enact  that  all  drivers  of  vehicles  be  not 
less  than  18  years  of  age;  that  they  pay  a 
license  fee,  speak  the  English  language,  be 
designated  on  the  rigs  by  a  number,  and 
that  a  fine  be  imposed  upon  delinquents. 

Upon  the  Tailors'  Union  presenting 
facts  to  the  city  council  that  a  successful 
tenderer  for  overcoats  for  the  police  could 
not  use  the  union  label,  the  contract  was 
taken  from  him  and  given  to  a  contractor 
whose  price  was  $25,  or  $4  more  than  the 
lowest  tender,  who  could  use  the  union 
label.  The  civic  by-laws  provide  that  the 
union  label  must  be  used  on  the  work  done 
for  the  city. 

A  petition  praying  that  the  hour  for 
closing  shoe  stores  be  extended  one  hour 
was  presented  by  certain  merchants  to  the 
city  council,  the  latter  body  refusing  to 
consider  it.  The  civic  by-law  provides 
that  all  shoe  stores  be  closed  at  6  o'clock 
on  all  nights,  excepting  on  nights  before 
holidays.  About  350  miners  are  expected 
dcwn  from  the  north  on  the  next  boats, 
which  practically  ends  travel  for  the  sea- 
son. 

Express  companies  now  charge  50  cents 
extra  per  pound  for  freight  going  through 
to  Dawson  from  Vancouver.  This  will 
stand  until  navigation  reopens  next  spring. 

Fishing  operations  continue  dull  in  the 
inland  waters.  The  halibut  deep  sea  fish- 
eries are  fairly  prosperous.  About  four 
car-loads  of  this  fish  are  shipped  a  week 
to  Boston,  Mass.,  in  refrigerators. 

Nine  donkey  engines  are  being  built  at 
the  Vancouver  Engineering  "Works  and  the 
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Albion  Iron  Works,  and  both  companies 
have  orders  ahead.  Orders  for  logging  en- 
gines were  never  so  numerous. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Builders'  labourers 
are  all  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — With  linemen  prospects  are  not 
good,  but  all  are  at  work  at  present. 
Blacksmiths  report  work  fair,  particularly 
horseshoers  and  tool-sharpeners.  Watch 
repairers  are  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Upholsterers  are  very  busy.  Shingle 
weavers  are  also  very  busy.  With  coopers 
there  is  not  much  employment  offering. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Job  work  is 
dull.  Newspaper  work  is  fair  and  pros- 
pects are  good.  Pressmen  are  not  in  de- 
mand. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  work 
fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
report  work  dull,  but  prospects  fair.  A  co- 
operative bakery  is  in  course  of  formation. 
With  butchers,  cutters  are  busy,  but  the 
trade  is  controlled  practically  by  one  com- 
pany. Cigarmakers  report  about  thirty 
men  employed.  More  imported  cigars  are 
used  than  domestic. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  charge  15  cents 
as  price  of  shaving;  hair-cutting,  25  cents; 
shampooing  and  singeing,  25  cents.  There 
are  a  few  ten-cent  shops  on  the  water  front. 
Trade  is  generally  good.  All  laundries  are 
very  busy.  Patrons  complain  of  poor 
work. 

Transport. — All  the  street  railway  em- 
ployees are  organized,  and  the  union  is 
recognized  by  the  company.  The  organ- 
ization is  in  a  healthy  state  and  on  the  best 
of  terms  with  their  employers.  Teamsters 
have  presented  a  new  schedule  of  wages, 
which  has  been  generally  agreed  to  by  the 
employers. 

The  boilermakers'  helpers  have  organized 
with  twenty-five  members. 


The  society  formerly  known  as  the  Main- 
land Steamshipmen's  Protective  and  Bene- 
volent Association  of  British  Columbia, 
has  changed  its  corporate  name  to  that  of 
the  British  Columbia  Steamshipmen's  So- 
ciety. Mr.  C.  H.  Kenyon  is  president  of 
the  society  and  Mr.  George  Noonan  secre- 
tary. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  is  still  in  a  satisfac- 
tory condition,  but  trade  in  some  lines  is 
not  quite  as  active  as  during  the  preceding 
month.  The  demand  for  unskilled  labour, 
which  has  been  keen  for  the  past  few 
months,  is  now  normal  with  a  supply  equal 
to  all  emergencies.  The  street  railway 
company  has  a  gang  of  fifty  men  still  em- 
ployed in  extending  and  improving  its  sys- 
tem. Work  on  the  formation  for  the  new 
steel  bridge  at  Point  Ellice  has  commenced, 
and  will  provide  employment  for  a  large 
force  of  men.  The  bridge  will  cost  about 
$32,000.  At  the  request  of  the  retail  gro- 
cers, the  city  council  has  passed  a  by-law 
regulating  the  closing  of  stores  of  that 
class,  the  closing  hour  being  6.30  p.m.,  ex- 
cept on  Saturdays  and  evenings  preceding 
holidays.  The  Labourers'  Protective  Union 
has  established  an  employment  bureau, 
where  unemployed  artizans  can  register, 
and  employers  can  thus  secure  a  supply  of 
men. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Lumber  mills  and  sash  and  door  facto- 
ries report  business  and  prospects  bright. 

During  the  month  two  sealing  schooners 
left  this  port  for  the  Falkland  Islands. 
They  carry  full  white  crews  and  go  pre- 
pared for  a  two  years'  cruise.  The  Behring 
Sea  fleet  has  not  all  returned  to  port  yet, 
but  what  vessels  have  returned  have  not 
been  as  successful  as  in  former  years.  Some 
of  the  vessels  now  in  port  are  preparing  to 
leave  for  the  Japan  coast. 
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CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Bricklayers  are  fully  employed.  Trade 
is  dull  with  masons.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers report  trade  as  fair.  Lathers,  plaster- 
ers and  painters  are  in  demand.  Plumbers 
are  fairly  well  employed,  but  work  is  slack 
with  stonecutters. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  report  trade  dull; 
moulders  fair;  blacksmiths  good,  and  boil- 
ermakers  have  been  unusually  busy.  Elec- 
trical workers  and  linemen  are  well  em- 
ployed. Shipbuilders,  shipwrights  and 
caulkers  have  had  a  good  month,  and  on 
several  occasions  extra  help  was  required, 
which  could  not  be  supplied. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  all  the 
work  they  can  attend  to. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  are  fairly  well 
employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  as  very  much  improved,  being 
decidedly  better  than  for  the  corresponding 
month  last  year.  Coatmakers  are  in  de- 
mand, but  the  prospects  for  permanent  em- 
ployment are  not  bright.  Garment  workers 
are  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — On  the 
1st  instant  the  Bakers'  Union  submitted  a 
schedule  of  wages  and  conditions  of  em- 
ployment to  the  master  bakers,  which  has 
been  accepted  and  signed  by  all  employers 
in  the  city.  It  provides  that  ten  hours  shall 
constitute  a  day's  work.  Journeymen 
bakers  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  $16  per 
week;  foremen,  $18  per  week,  and  jobbers, 
$3  per  day.  No  member  of  the  union  shall 
work  with  Oriental  labour.  After  Novem- 
ber 1,  1902,  night  work  shall  be  abolished. 
Members  are  forbidden  to  receive  board  or 
lodging  as  part  payment  for  wages.  One 
apprentice  shall  be  allowed  to  each  shop 
at  a  minimum  wage  of  $4  per  week  for  the 
first  year,  $7  per  week  for  the  second,  and 
$10  per  week  for  the  third.  Cigarmakers 
report  trade  fairly  good. 


Transport. — Navigation  on  the  northern 
rivers  having  ceased  for  the  season,  a  large 
number  of  steamboat  men  will  be  out  of 
employment.  Shi^  labourers  are  kept  busy. 
Street  railway  employees  have  had  a  good 
month.  Teamsters  and  expressmen  report 
work  plentiful. 

A  union  of  musicians  has  been  formed 
with  a  membership  of  50.  The  temporary 
officers  are  Frank  J.  Shiphere,  president; 
S.  C.  Carroll,  secretary. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Crofton. — The  smelter  is  now  in  opera- 
tion, but  is  not  yet  worked  to  its  full  capa- 
city.    Labour  is  in  demand. 

Ladysmith. — The  last  of  the  machinery 
for  the  Tyee  smelter  is  being  installed,  and 
preparations  are  being  made  for  the  blow 
in  at  an  early  date. 

Chemainus. — Shipments  of  lumber  for 
the  month  of  September  were  small.  For 
South  Africa,  1,210,357  feet  were  loaded, 
and  for  South  America,  1,647,240  feet. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT.  1 

Mr.  A.  E.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The    condition    of    the    labour    market 
shows  very  little  change  from  last  month, 
there   being   a   feeling   of   uncertainty   in 
most  branches  of  industry,  owing  to   the 
uncertain  tone  of  the  coal  market.       The; 
milling   and   lumbering   business   still   re- 
mains active.    In  commercial  circles  busi- 
ness is  quiet  at  present.     During  the  month  I 
a  royal  commission  '  appointed  by  the  pro-j 
vincial  government'  has  been  taking  evi-l 
dence  at  the  different  collieries  in  the  pro-; 
vince  to  see  if  the  mining  regulations  coulc 
be  improved  upon,  so  as  to  lessen  the  large 
loss  of  life  and  property,  which  have  oc-: 
curred  in  the  province  lately.       A  lar^ 
amount  of  evidence,  both  expert  and  prac- 
tical, has  been  taken,  and  will  be  laid  be- 
fore the  house  at  the  next  session. 
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CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  -fishing  industry  is  dull. 

In  the  lumbering  industry  business  is 
very  good,  there  being  a  fair  demand  for 
good  hands  in  the  camps,  and  the  mills 
working  steadily.  The  local  mill  has  start- 
ed a  new  department,  that  of  dressed  cedar 
lumber  for  the  North-west  trade,  and  the 
prospects  are  good  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  the  coal  mining  industry  business  is 
quiet  and  uncertain,  there  being  a  number 
of  men  out  of  work.  The  resumption  of 
the  use  of  coal  on  the  railroads  in  Califor- 
nia (oil  it  is  said  having  proved  to  be  more- 
expensive  and  less  reliable  than  coal)  may, 
in  the  near  future,  have  a  good  effect  on 
the  coal  trade  here. 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades 
there  is  little  if  '  anything  doing  now, 
with  poor  prospects  of  improvement  this 
year. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  metal  trades  there  is  very 
little  doing.  In  the  blacksmiths'  and  car- 
riagemakers'  branch,  while  local  business  is 
fair,  there  is  no  general  activity. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

In  the  district,  general  trade  is  in  about 
the  same  condition  as  in  the  city.  At 
Ladysmith  the  smelter  is  nearing  comple- 
tion. This,  when  done,  will  employ  quite 
a  number  of  men.  On  the  west  coast  the 
quartz  mining  industry  is  quiet. 


THE  PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  STRIKE  AND  THE  COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA. 

I.  INTRODUCTORY. 


THE  strike  of  mine  workers  in  the  an- 
thracite coal  fields  of  Pennsylvania, 
which  commenced  on  May  12  and  termin- 
ated on  October  15,  was  more  far-reaching 
in  its  social  and  economic  effects  than  pos- 
sibly any  other  industrial  event  of  the 
present  year,  so  far  at  least  as  the  United 
States  and  Canada  are  concerned.  Seldom 
have  the  relations  between  labour  and  capi- 
tal in  any  one  industry,  and  their  effect 
upon  the  well-being,  not  only  of  whole  com- 
munities, but  of  nations  as  well,  been  more 
forcibly  illustrated.  The  nature  of  the  de- 
mand and  of  the  supply  of  anthracite  coal 
combined  during  the  last  few  weeks  of  the 
strike  with  the  needs  of  the  approaching 
season  to  give  to  the  situation  an  acuteness 
and  significance  such  as  is  seldom  witness- 
ed in  the  great  conflicts  of  labour  and  capi- 
tal which  have  accompanied  the  industrial 
development  of  the  times.  It  was  no  un- 
certain awakening  which  came  upon  Can- 
ada and  the  United  States  as  there  loomed 
into  consciousness  the  tremendous  truth 
that  the  well-being  of  a  large  percentage  of 
the  entire  population  of  both  countries,  and 
not  the  claims  of  capitalists  and  workmen 


alone,  was  the  main  feature  of  the  situation 
as  it  had  come  to  be  in  consequence  of  the 
prolonged  dispute.  Perhaps  most  remark- 
able of  all  was  not  the  fact  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  should  have  been  so 
immediately  and  largely  affected  by  the 
strike  in  so  great  an  industry  in  their  own 
country,  but  that  in  Canada  the  effects  of 
the  strike  should  be  hardly  less  serious  to 
commercial  and  private  interests  than  they 
were  across  the  line.  What  these  effects 
were  to  the  people  of  the  United  States  has 
received  much  attention  from  the  American 
press  and  from  additional  sources,  official 
and  other,  in  that  country.  In  what  ways 
and  how  far  the  strike  has  affected  Canada 
is  a  question  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the 
Dominion,  and  of  more  than  ordinary  in- 
terest to  all  classes  here. 

Special  Investigation  by  the  Department 

of  Labour. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  extent  to 
which  the  strike  in  the  Pennsylvania  mines 
influenced  the  economic  and  social  welfare 
of  individuals  and  commercial  and  indus- 
trial interests  generally  in  the  Dominion, 
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the  Department  of  Labour  during  the 
month  of  October  conducted  a  special  in- 
vestigation into  the  situation  in  Canada, 
endeavouring  to  make  this  investigation  as 
comprehensive  and  accurate  as  the  time  and 
facilities  at  its  disposal  would  permit.  It 
was  universally  recognized  that  a  princi- 
pal effect  of  the  strike  had  been  a  general 
rise  in  the  prices  of  coal.  It  was  not,  how- 
ever, until  this  rise  had  become  very  con- 
siderable in  the  large  centres  of  population 
that  attention  became  more  immediately 
directed  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
available  supply  of  coal  in  the  market. 
Discussion  having  been  aroused  and  an  in- 
terest created  in  this  subject,  the  approach 
of  the  winter  season  helped  to  reveal  the 
real  gravity  of  some  of  the  problems  to 
which  a  continuance  of  the  dispute  would 
inevitably  give  rise.  When  once  it  was  re- 
cognized that  the  material  comfort  of  fami- 
lies in  their  homes,  of  men  and  women  in 
their  several  places  of  employment,  and  in 
the  pursuit  of  their  several  vocations,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  successful  carrying  on 
of  industry  and  commerce  itself,  was  de- 
pendent on  the  availability  of  the  necesary 
and  customary  fuel  supply  and  that  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  possibility  of  obtaining 
this  supply  was  becoming  day  by  day  a  mat- 
ter of  greater  uncertainty,  other  phases  of 
the  situation  were  brought  to  light,  and 
many  methods  of  dealing  with  it  proposed 
and  attempted.  Few  matters  in  this  connec- 
tion received  more  consideration  than  those 
which  had  to  do  with  the  available  substi- 
tutes for  coal  should  the  country  be  brought 
to  face  a  partial  or  absolute  famine  in  that 
commodity.  The  attempt  on  the  part  of 
municipalities  to  deal  with  the  problem, 
and  the  consequent  corporate  action  which 
was  taken  in  some  places  was  a  further  fea- 
ture at  once  instructive  and  suggestive. 
What  were  the  actual  facts  with  reference 
to  each  and  all  of  these  several  important 
topics  was  the  subject  of  special  investiga- 
tion by  the  department,  the  results  of  which 
are  hereinafter  set  forth. 

Information  from  Coal  Merchants. 

The  information  on  which  the  results  of 
its  investigations  were  based  was  drawn  by 


the  department  in  the  main  from  three  dis- 
tinct sources.  In  the  first  instance  a  re- 
quest was  sent  to  local  retail  coal  dealers 
in  the  principal  cities  and  towns  in  all 
parts  of  the  Dominion,  asking  for  a  return 
to  be  made  up  in  accordance  with  the 
methods  set  forth  in  blank  schedule  forms 
supplied  for  the  purpose  by  the  depart- 
ment. It  was  pointed  out  in  the  communi- 
cation sent  to  the  coal  dealers  that  the  in- 
vestigation was  being  made  in  pursuance 

* 

of  an  Act  passed  by  Parliament  in  1890, 
which  provides  that  the  Department  of  La- 
bour shall  institute  and  conduct  inquiries 
into  important  industrial  questions  upon 
which  adequate  information  may  not  be 
available,  and  it  was  urged  that  in  view 
of  the  serious  situation  before  the  country 
at  the  approach  of  the  winter  season,  and 
its  importance  to  the  people  of  Canada, 
reliable  information  should  be  furnished 
on  the  points  mentioned.  The  schedules 
sent  out  by  the  department  were  prepared 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  information  in  re- 
gard to  both  anthracite  and  bituminous 
coal,  with  the  prices  of  these  commodities 
arranged  in  such  a  way  as  to  afford  a  basis 
of  comparison  between  the  present  and  the 
past  two  years,  and  also  between  the  sev- 
eral months  extending  over  the  period  dur- 
ing which  the  strike  was  in  continuance. 
The  communications  of  the  department 
were  mailed  from  its  offices  on  October  8. 
At  that  time  it  was  necessary  to  fix  a  date 
on  which  the  schedules  should  be  returned, 
and  to  indicate  to  what  period  of  time  it 
was  desirable  that  information  should  be 
given.  Through  a  fortunate  coincidence, 
the  date  fixed  by  the  department  as  that 
for  which  the  last  return  as  to  prices  was 
to  be  made,  happened  to  be  the  one  on  which 
the  strike  itself  was  terminated.  As  a  re- 
sult the  information  received  in  the  re- 
plies sent  in  by  local  coal  merchants  has 
been  of  a  sort  to  indicate  the  complete 
movement  throughout  the  entire  period  of 
the  strike.  The  department  also  requested 
from  the  local  dealers  a  statement  of  the 
supply  which  they  had  on  hand  available 
for  purchase  on  October  15  and  a  statement 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  substitutes 
for  anthracite  coal  being  used  in  their  sev- 
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eral  localities.  Altogether  communications  pared,  with  a  view  of  indicating  the  sub- 
were  mailed  to  about  1,000  retail  coal  mer-  jects  on  which  special  investigation  was  to 
chants.  Up  to  the  close  of  the  month  re-  be  made  and  the  order  in  which  the  sev- 
plies  giving  the  information  requested  had  eral  reports  thereon  were  to  be  given, 
been  received  from  about  one-third.  Among   the   former   the    most    important 

_    -  , .       j,  „     i  n  •  were  (a)  the  nature   of  the  coal  supply  in 

Information  from  Coal  Companies.  ,,     ,      ,..      .    ,    ,.  .,.    Al 

r  the  locality,  including  in  this  the  amount 

The  second  source  of  which  the  depart-  0f  anthracite  and  soft  coal  in  proportion 
ment  availed  itself  for  information  in  re-  to  the  demand  for  same,  the  source  of  sup- 
gard  to  the  situation  was  the  several  coal  ply,  and  the  extent  to  which  anthracite  and 
mining  companies  of  the  Dominion.  To  soft  coal  respectively  are  used  for  manu- 
these  companies  a  special  communication  facturing,  heating  and  other  purposes; 
was  sent  on  October  9,  stating,  as  in  the  (b)  the  effects  of  the  limited  supply  in 
case  of  the  communication  sent  to  the  coal  consequence  of  the  anthracite  strike,  not- 
merchants,  that  the  information  was  being  ing  in  this  connection  the  effect  upon  prices 
sought  in  pursuance  of  special  legislation  0f  coal,  the  extent  to  which  individuals  and 
for  the  purpose,  and  asking  information  public  bodies,  manufacturing  concerns  and 
for  the  following  among  other  points :  The  other  interests  were  embarrassed  in  their 
nature  of  the  output;  the  yearly  output  ability  to  obtain  sufficient  coal;  to  what 
per  annum  for  a  number  of  years  past;  extent  transportation  had  been  affected; 
the  chief  markets  to  which  supply  is  sent;  what  evidence  of  distress  or  suffering  was 
the  selling  price  of  coal  per  ton  during  caused,  what  lack  of  employment  might  be 
the  past  five  years;  the  extent  to  which  the  attributed  to  the  situation;  the  nature  and 
strike  in  the  United  States  had  led  to  an  in-  extent  of  the  substitutes  for  anthracite 
creased  demand ;  from  what  source  this  de-  COal  which  had  been  resorted  to ;  the  effect 
mand  had  come,  and  to  what  extent  employ-  0n  the  prices  of  other  commodities  in  con- 
ment  in  the  mines  was  affected  by  it;  to  sequence  of  the  rise  of  prices  of  coal,  and 
what  extent  also  the  mines  with  present  the  increased  demand  for  substitutes,  and 
facilities  were  able  to  meet  the  increased  other  economic  effects.  Finally  (c),  a  re- 
demand,  and  to  what  extent,  if  any,  they  port  upon  the  methods  proposed  to  meet 
may  have  been  embarrassed  in  meeting  the  the  situation,  either  on  the  part  of  muni- 
additional  demand  in  consequence  of  in-  cipalities,  societies  or  private  individuals, 
adequacy  of  transportation  facilities  or  ob-  and  the  nature  of  these  methods  and  the 
stacles  of  another  sort.  There  are  alto-  extent  of  their  adoption.  The  correspon- 
gether  about  25  companies  of  importance  dents  were  also  required  to  make  a  special 
doing  a  coal  mining  business  in  the  Do-  return  upon  the  prices  of  coal  in  their  re- 
minion,  and  to  all  of  these  the  department  spective  localities  arranged  as  in  the  case 
addressed  its  special  communication.  About  0f  the  schedules  sent  to  the  merchants  with 
one-third  of  the  number  had  sent  in  re-  a  view  of  affording  comparison  with  past 
plies  at  the  close  of  the  month.  years  an(j  between  the  several  months  of 

T   »  ,.       „         _.       .  .  _  _      .  the  present  year  during  the  time  in  which 

Information  from  Special  Correspondents.  Ll  .,     ,       ,  .. 

r  r  the  strike  has  been  in  continuance. 

The  third  source  from  which  the  depart- 
ment gathered  its  information  was  its  staff  Other  Sources  of  Information. 
of  special  correspondents  in  all  of  the  cities 

of    the    Dominion.     In    order    that    there         In  addition  to  these  three  sources> whlch 

might  be  uniformity  in  the  reports   sent  ma^  be  regarded  as  the  original  sources  of 

in  by  the  correspondents,  as  well  as  that  information,  the  department  also  watched 

none   of   the  main  features   of  the   situa-  with  care   reports   of  the   situation   as    it 

tion  might  be  overlooked  in  any  of  the  lo-  affected  localities  throughout  the  Domin- 

calities,    instructions    were    specially    pre-  ion  as  recorded  in  the  local  press.     To  this 
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also  should  be  added  as  a  further  source  book  and  other  publications,  carried  on 
of  information  special  correspondence  with  with  the  view  of  verifying  or  augmenting 
individuals  and  special  researches  in  blue     the  information  at  hand. 

II.  EFFECTS  OF  THE  ANTHRACITE  STRIKE  ON  CONDITIONS  IN  CANADA. 


The  domestic  supply  of  coal  is  undoubt- 
edly the  most  important  single  factor  de- 
serving    consideration,    in    attempting    to 
account    for    the    economic    effects    pro- 
duced in  this   country  by  the  coal  strike 
in    Pennsylvania,    and    perhaps  the  most 
important     single     factor      brought      to 
the     notice     of     the     Canadian     public, 
as    a    consequence    of    the    strike,  is  the 
extent  to  which  this  country  is  dependent 
upon  the  United  States  for  its  supply  of 
anthracite   coal.       So   important   has   this 
matter  appeared  that  the  department  has 
made,  as  a  part  of  its  general  inquiry,  a 
special  investigation  on  the  subject  of  coal 
production  and  supply  in  Canada,  the  re- 
sults of  this  investigation  appearing  else- 
where in  the  present  article  under  that  de- 
signation.   It  is  sufficient  to  mention  here 
one  or  two  outstanding  features  of  the  situ- 
ation. 

General  Considerations. 

In  the  first  place  it  appears  that  for  prac- 
tically the  whole  of  its  anthracite  supply, 
Canada  is  dependent  on  the  coal  fields  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  very  scene  of  the  recent 
strike,  the  coal  mined  in  the  Dominion 
being  almost  entirely  bituminous  or  lignite. 
In  the  second  place  there  is  what  seems  at 
first  sight  an  anomalous  position,  in  that 
Canada  is  at  once  a  large  exporter  and  a 
large  importer  of  coal.  The  reason  for  this 
latter  fact  is  apparent  when  the  immense 
distances  of  the  country  and  the  problem  of 
transportation  are  taken  into  consideration, 
the  great  coal  producing  areas  of  the  Do- 
minion being  at  the  extreme  eas.t  and  the 
extreme  west  with  several  thousand  miles 
between  them.  These  two  facts  give  the 
key  to  the  economic  effects  of  the  strike  as 
experienced  in  this  country. 

As  might  be  expected  bituminous  coal  is 
consumed  in  much  larger  proportion  than 
anthracite  in  those  parts  of  the  country 
where  it  is  being  continuously  mined.     In 


Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Ed- 
ward  Island  and  British  Columbia,  for  ex- 
ample, bituminous  coal  is  used  not  only  to 
a  larger  extent  for  manufacturing,  but  also 
for  domestic  purposes  than  in  any  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion.    In  the  last  named 
province  it  is  used  all  but  exclusively.    As 
a  consequence,  the  strike  of  the  anthracite 
workers  in  Pennsylvania  did  not  affect,  even 
so  far  as  the  prices  for  anthracite  or  bitu- 
minous coal  were  concerned,  conditions  in 
British  Columbia.       In  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces there  was  little  more    than  an  appre- 
ciable rise  in  the  cost  of  bituminous  coal, 
and  that  only  in  one  or  two  of  the  largest 
centres  in  less  immediate  proximity  to  the 
mines.     In  the  prices  of  anthracite  coal  the 
case  was  otherwise,  such  prices  having  as 
much  as  doubled  in  a  number  of  localities 
during  the  period  of  the  strike.   But  econo- 
mic effects  of  other  sorts,  such  as  embarrass- 
ment to  industries,  distress  among  the  poor 
and  the  like,  were  scarcely  felt,  a  means  of 
redress  being  at  hand  in  the  abundance  of 
bituminous  coal  available  at  current  rates. 
In  Quebec,  Ontario  and  Manitoba,  the  situ- 
ation, however,  was  very  different.  In  these 
provinces    the   effects    of   the    strike   were 
strongly    felt,    and    as    between    them   the 
difference  was  one  only  of  degree. 

The  Maritime  Provinces. 

Practically  no  anthracite  is  used  for 
manufacturing  purposes  in  any  of  the 
maritime  provinces,  and  its  use  for  domes- 
tic purposes  is  much  less  than  in  other 
parts  of  the  Dominion,  British  Columbia 
alone  excepted.  The  supply  of  bituminous 
coal  comes  entirely  from  the  mines  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick,  and  their  pres- 
ence at  hand  accounts  for  the  extended 
use  of  soft  coal  where  in  other  provinces 
anthracite  is  generally  used.  No  anthra- 
cite coal  had  been  imported  to  or  sold  in 
Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  since  the  month  of 
May.     In  Halifax,  N.S.,  the  supply  of  an- 
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thracite  became  completely  exhausted  dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  strike.  At  St.  John, 
N.B.,  it  was  very  limited,  and  the  price, 
$15  per  ton,  which  was  asked  during  the 
late  period  of  the  strike,  made  its  purchase 
practically  prohibitive.  These  conditions 
in  the  chief  cities  of  the  several  provinces 
may  be  taken  as  reflecting  fairly  the  gen- 
eral situation. 

Effect  upon  Prices. 

As  already  pointed  out,  the  presence  of 
the  bituminous  mines  in  the  provinces  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  pre- 
vented any  change  in  the  prices  of  that 
commodity  beyond  a  very  limited  extent. 
For  a  time  it  appeared  that  the  increasing 
demand  for  bituminous  coal  might  cause 
a  rise  in  its  price  at  the  mines.  But  there 
were  no  evidences  of  this  rise  taking  place. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  increased  demand 
for  bituminous  coal  coming  largely  from 
the  United  States,  Quebec  and  Ontario, 
owing  to  its  being  used  as  a  substitute  for 
anthracite  coal  in  these  parts,  as  well  as  in 
the  maritime  provinces,  caused  dealers  in 
the  latter  provinces  to  experience  some 
difficulty  in  having  their  orders  for  addi- 
tional supplies  satisfactorily  met.  In 
some  localities,  however,  notably  in  Hali- 
fax, the  price  of  bituminous  coal  rose,  in 
consequence  of  its  scarcity  and  the  in- 
ability of  the  dealers  to  secure  it  in  the 
quantities  required.  In  some  of  the  small 
towns,  such  as  Hantsport,  it  was  six  or 
eight  weeks  before  local  dealers  were  able, 
to  have  their  orders  for  soft  coal  filled, 
although  some  were  comparatively  close  to 
the  mines.  The  price  of  anthracite  coal 
on  the  other  hand,  in  all  of  the  three  mari- 
time provinces,  rose  from  fifty  to  one  hun- 
dred per  cent  during  the  course  of  the 
strike,  and  in  Halifax  for  a  time  was  not 
procurable  at  any  price. 

Other  Economic  Effects. 

The  more  general  use  of  soft  coal  and 
its  continuous  sale,  for  the  most  part  at 
ordinary  prices,  prevented  any  embarrass- 
ment of  importance  being  caused  either  to 

public     institutions,     manufacturing    con- 
4 


cerns  or  individuals.  Neither  do  there  ap- 
pear to  have  been  any  indications  of  lack 
of  employment  or  distress  owing  to  the 
temporary  cessation  of  industry  for  want 
of  coal.  Transportation  at  Halifax  was 
slightly  affected  by  a  reduction  in  the  usual 
number  of  bunker  steamers  calling  at  that 
port,  such  steamers  going  instead  to  Cape 
Breton,  where  prices  were  lower. 

Where  substitutes  were  resorted  to  they 
were  for  the  most  part  in  the  nature  of 
the  substitution  of  soft  coal  for  hard. 
Wood  was  also  used  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent. The  scarcity  of  wood  in  the  locali- 
ties where  its  use  was  most  urgent  caused 
an  appreciable  rise  in  its  price.  In  Hali- 
fax, for  example,  where  anthracite  coal  was 
not  at  all  available,  and  where  some  dif- 
ficulty was  experienced  in  getting  the 
required  amount  of  bituminous  coal,  the 
price  of  sawed  wood  advanced  ten  per  cent. 
In  that  city  there  was  also  reported  a  rise 
in  the  price  of  board  on  account  of  the 
non-supply  of  coal.  Coke  was  also  largely 
used  as  a  substitute  for  anthracite,  but  the 
demand  for  it  was  so  great  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  dealers  to  fill  orders  as  re- 
quired. In  St.  John,  where  wood  was  used 
to  a  greater  extent  than  ever  before,  its 
price  rose  from  $8  to  $10  per  cord. 

Municipal  Action. 

In  none  of  the  localities  of  the  maritime 
provinces  did  the  question  of  probable 
embarrassment  appear  sufficiently  impor- 
tant to  cause  any  of  the  municipalities  to 
take  any  action  of  a  corporate  character 
in  regard  to  it.  In  St.  John,  the  city 
council  communicated  with  a  Welsh  firm 
in  regard  to  anthracite  coal,  but  having  re- 
ceived a  guarantee  from  the  agent  of  the 
Dominion  Coal  Company  that  the  price  of 
coal  would  not  advance  beyond  a  certain 
price  per  ton,  allowed  the  matter  to  remain 
in  abeyance.  The  advisability  of  import- 
ing coal  and  establishing  a  coal  yard  for 
the  benefit  of  union  members  was  dis- 
cussed by  the  Teamsters'  Union  and  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  of  St.  John, 
but  excepting  these  instances  there  do  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  cases  of  collective 
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action  by  municipalities  or  societies  of  any 
importance. 

The  Province  of  Quebec. 

In  the  province  of  Quebsc  it  would  appear 
that  soft  coal  is  used  almost  entirely  for 
manufacturing  and  industrial  purposes,  al- 
though in  certain  establishments,  such  as 
bakeries,  breweries,  confectioners,  laundries 
and  the  like,  where  the  requirements  are 
for  steady,  continuous  heat,  rather  than  for 
steam  power,  anthracite  is  used.  With  the 
exception  of  small  quantities  of  coal  used 
for  blacksmithing  purposes,  and  which 
come  from  the  United  States,  most  of  the 
bituminous  coal  used  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  is  from  the  mines  of  the  maritime 
provinces.  Coal,  anthracite  and  bitumi- 
nous, is  brought  to  the  several  localities  re- 
quiring it  by  water  during  the  summer 
months,  and  when  navigation  is  open.  This 
being  the  case  there  was  in  most  of  the 
cities  and  towns  but  a  limited  supply  of 
anthracite  when  the  strike  in  Pennsylvania 
was  declared,  and  after  that  date  practic- 
ally none  was  imported.  Montreal,  for  ex- 
ample, exhausted  its  entire  supply  of  an- 
thracite coal  during  the  month  of  May.  In 
the  city  of  Quebec  10,000  tons  only 
had  been  imported  from  the  United  States 
after  the  opening  of  navigation,  and  before 
the  commencements  of  the  strike.  To  this 
amount  6,000  tons  of  Welsh  anthracite  was 
added  during  the  month  of  September,  but 
the  total  average  annual  consumption  of 
anthracite  in  that  city  is  placed  at  about 
38,000  tons,  almost  all  of  which  quantity  is 
imported  between  May  1  and  November  25. 
In  Three  Rivers,  800  tons  of  anthracite  coal 
had  been  received  previous  to  the  strike, 
and  about  600  tons  of  Welsh  anthracite 
during  September,  the  usual  supply  of  other 
years  being  about  3,000  tons  in  that  time. 
Both  Quebec  and  Three  Rivers  were  ac- 
cordingly completely  out  of  their  supply 
before  the  termination  of  the  strike.  Of 
the  other  cities  in  Quebec,  St.  Hyacinthe 
and  Hull  were  similarly  circumstanced,  the 
coal  merchants  in  Sherbrooke  alone  being 
able  to  keep  a  limited  supply  of  hard  coal 
in  stock  from  what  had  been  received  prior 


to  June.  This  was  effected  by  distributing 
from  their  stock  in  small  quantities  to  cus- 
tomers and  by  many  citizens  purchasing 
stoves  to  burn  either  coal  or  wood,  and  the 
substitution  in  such  cases  of  wood  as  fuel. 

Effect  Upon  Prices. 

There  is  probably  between  three  and  four 
times  as  much  soft  coal  consumed  per  an- 
num in  the  province  of  Quebec  as  anthra- 
cite, and,  as  has  been  pointed  out,  practic- 
ally all  of  this  comes  from  the  mines  of  the 
maritime  provinces  and  is  brought  into  the 
province  of  Quebec  by  the  water  route  dur- 
ing the  season  of  navigation.  Excepting, 
therefore,  in  so  far  as  the  scarcity  of  an- 
thracite coal  led  to  a  substitution  of  bitu- 
minous coal,  and  the  consequent  increase 
in  its  demand,  there  was  but  little  difficulty 
experienced  in  securing  the  amount  of  soft 
coal  required  at  the  customary  prices.  An 
exception  to  this  statement  must  be  made, 
however,  for  the  month  of  October,  as  dur- 
ing the  last  few  weeks  of  the  strike  the 
largely  increased  demand  for  soft  coal  at 
the  mines  from  new  sources?,  and  the  height- 
ened demand  from  old  sources  made  it  ap- 
pear that  dealers  would  have  considerable 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  supply  necessary 
to  meet  demands  made  upon  them,  and 
there  was  in  consequence  a  rise  in  the  price 
of  soft  coal  amounting  in  some  localities 
from  20  to  50  per  cent. 

The  course  of  prices  of  anthracite  coal 
was  very  different.  The  entire  lack  of  any 
supply  in  some  of  the  localities  rendered  its 
purchase  at  any  price  impossible.  Where 
small  quantities  were  available,  prices 
showed  an  upward  tendency  as  early  as  the 
beginning  of  the  month  of  July ;  by  the  end 
of  August  this  tendency  had  become  very 
marked,  and  during  September  the  increase 
in  many  localities  was  as  high  as  from  50 
to  100  par  cent,  and  in  one  or  two  instances 
as  much  as  200  per  cent.  The  condition 
during  the  month  of  October  was  that  in 
practically  all  localities  anthracite  coal  was 
unobtainable,  excepting  very  limited  sup- 
plies of  Welsh  anthracite,  which  had  been 
imported  during  the  previous  month.  Where 
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any  American  anthracite  was  to  be  had  the 
price  was  one  determined  virtually  by  the 
exigencies  and  urgency  of  the  situation. 

The  Substitutes  Used. 

The  substitute  for  anthracite  coal  most 
generally  resorted  to  where  soft  coal  was 
unobtainable,  and  in  some  localities  in  pre- 
ference to  soft  coal,  was  wood,  and  that  it 
was  used  fairly  extensively  as  a  substitute  is 
apparent  from  the  fact  that  in  all  the  large 
cities  its  price  advanced  from  20  to  60  per 
cent,  and  even  higher  during  the  last  month 
or  two  of  the  strike.  This  advance  in  the 
price  of  wood  was  also  attributable,  in  part, 
to  the  increased  demand  from  the  United 
States,  and,  in  the  case  of  wood  usually 
supplied  to  certain  localities,  a  demand  for 
its  use  in  others.  Farmers  also  appear  to 
have  taken  advantage  of  the  situation  by 
charging  in  some  places  a  higher  rate  for 
haulage  than  usual.  Mill  wood  appears  to 
have  been  much  sought  after,  and  utilized 
especially  by  the  poor  in  those  districts  in 
which  mills  are  situated.  Even  mill  wood 
showed  the  general  upward  tendency  in 
price.  Of  the  other  substitutes  resorted  to, 
coke  appears  to  have  been  in  good  demand, 
although  much  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  obtaining  the  necessary  supply,  despite 
the  offer  of  a  considerable  increase  in  price. 
In  several  localities  it  was  mixed  with  soft 
coal  for  heating  purposes.  Gas  was  also 
much  used,  especially  for  cooking  purposes. 
In  Montreal,  for  example,  a  gas  company 
reported  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  gas 
consumed  of  about  three  times  the  amount 
used  last  year.  In  Sherbrooke  the  Imperial 
Oil  Company  reported  a  very  considerably 
increased  consumption  of  coal  oil  for  heat- 
ing as  well  as  cooking  purposes.  Wood 
stoves,  gas  and  oil  heaters  were  very  much 
in  demand  in  consequence  of  the  nature  of 
the  substitutes  resorted  to,  although  the 
prices  of  these  commodities  do  not  appear 
to  have  appreciably  increased,  manufactu- 
rers found  it  impossible  in  one  or  two  loca- 
lities to  meet  the  demand. 

Other  Economic  Effects. 

Taking  the  province  as  a  whole  it  does 
not  appear  that   industry  was   very  much 


embarrassed  because  of  the  anthracite 
famine,  soft  coal  being  used  exclusively  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  and  wood  being 
available  as  a  substitute  where  the  supply 
of  soft  coal  became  limited,  undoubtedly 
accounted  for  the  fact.  One  or  two  manu- 
facturing establishments,  which  were  de- 
pendent upon  a  supply  of  coke,  however, 
are  reported  to  have  been  obliged  to  close 
down  because  of  inability  to  get  the  quan- 
tity required.  Employment  among  barge- 
men, longshoremen  and  others  employed  in 
connection  with  navigation  was  very  con- 
siderably affected,  there  being  but  very  few 
deliveries  of  anthracite  coal  during  the 
summer  months;  but  the  exceptional  de- 
mand this  year  for  labour  of  any  kind  had 
the  effect  of  preventing  any  distress  which 
might  have  been  consequent  upon  loss  of 
employment  in  this  connection.  For  pub- 
lic institutions  and  private  individuals  it 
would  appear  that  the  available  substitutes 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  any  serious 
discomfort.  Wood  appears  to  have  been 
used  as  a  customary  fuel  by  public  insti- 
tutions and  in  houses,  to  a  larger  extent  in 
Quebec  than  in  some  of  the  other  provinces, 
and  the  season  being  on  the  whole  a  mild 
one  for  the  time  of  year,  the  termination 
of  the  strike  came  soon  enough  to  prevent 
serious  distress  of  any  kind.  An  effect  of 
the  strike,  which  may  be  more  far-reaching 
than  might  at  first  sight  appear,  is  the  loss 
which  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  felt 
in  connection  with  the  inside  work  carried 
on  by  building  trades,  the  high  price  of 
fuel  being  reported  in  some  cases  as 
making  the  cost  of  heating  new  buildings 
one  too  large  to  warrant  its  being  carried 
on  to  any  great  extent.  This  fact,  of 
course,  is  not  peculiar  to  Quebec,  but  will 
be  also  experienced  in  other  provinces. 

Municipal  Action. 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
action  in  the  province  of  Quebec  by  muni- 
cipalities or  public  bodies  other  than  a  gen- 
eral discussion  of  the  situation.  Several 
of  the  municipalities  and  some  of  the  be- 
nevolent and  fraternal  societies  were  con- 
sidering measures  of  relief  at  the  time  that 
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the  strike  was  declared  to  be  at  an  end,  but 
assurances  having  been  reported  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  weeks  prices  would  likely 
fall  to  their  old  level,  and  consequently 
supplies  of  coal  be  received,  further  action 
was  discontinued. 

The  Trovince  of  Ontario. 

Ontario  appears  to  have  been  more  ser- 
iously and  more  generally  affected  by  the 
coal  strike  than  any  other  province  of  the 
Dominion.     The  main  cause  for  this  was 
doubtless  that  for  its  supply  of  bituminous 
as  well  as  of  anthracite  coal,  Ontario  is  de- 
pendent  upon   the   United    States    mines. 
Ontario,  moreover,  being  the  most  thickly 
populated  of  any  of  the  provinces,  the  de- 
mand for  coal,  both  anthracite  and  bitu- 
minous,  is  very  much  greater   than  else- 
where in  the  Dominion.     Anthracite  coal, 
too,  is  used  more  generally  in  proportion 
to  bituminous  than  in  any  other  of  the  pro- 
vinces.    Excepting   in   the   smaller   towns, 
its  use  for  heating  purposes  is  all  but  ex- 
clusive.    For  manufacturing  purposes  bitu- 
minous  coal  is   generally  used,  excepting, 
as  in  the  case  of  Quebec  and  the  east,  the 
use  of  anthracite  for  manufacturing  pur- 
poses in  bakeries,  confectioneries,  brewer- 
ies and  the  like.     Anthracite  is  also  used 
to  a  considerable  extent  in  connection  with 
the  metal  trades  where,  as  in  the  case  of 
heating  of  rivets,  bolts,  making  of  boilers, 
&c,  a  clean,  steady  fire  is  essential.     All  of 
the    anthracite    supplied     to     Ontario     is 
brought  from  the  coal  fields  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, shipments  being  largely  by  water  dur- 
ing the  season    of    navigation.     A  much 
greater  proportion  is  brought  in  by  rail, 
particularly  throughout  western    Ontario, 
than    in    the    other   provinces.     The   bitu- 
minous  coal  used  in   Ontario   is  supplied 
from  the  soft  coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ohio,  Virginia  and  Michigan. 

Effect  upon  Prices. 

There  was  a  real  famine  in  so  far  as  the 
supply  of  anthracite  coal  was  concerned, 
particularly  in  the  western  part  of  the  pro- 
vince, which  famine  commenced  some 
weeks  before  the  termination  of  the  strike. 
The  cities  and  towns  in  the  eastern  part  of 


the  province  appear  to  have  suffered  by  the 
famine  only  to  a  limited  degree.     In  some 
of  the  larger  centres,  however,  of  western 
Ontario,  anthracite  coal  was  not  to  be  had 
at  any  cost  during  October,  as  well  as  dur- 
ing part  of  September.     The  prices  accord- 
ingly  rose   enormously   in   anthracite,   the 
increase    in    price    varying    according    to 
locality  from   thirty  to   one  hundred  and 
fifty    per    cent.       The    rise    in    the    price 
of     anthracite     commenced     very     shortly 
after    the    beginning    of    the    strike.     It 
heightened  perceptibly  during  the  months 
of  August,  reaching  a  very  high  point  dur- 
ing the  month  of  September.     For  the  lat- 
ter part  of  this  month,  and  the  first  two 
weeks  of  October,  it  could  hardly  be  said 
that   any  particular  prices   were    current, 
quotations  being  at  different   and  exorbi- 
tant rates.     In  a  few  localities  coal  dealers 
supplied  anthracite  in  limited  quantities  to 
their   customers,    quoting   a   much   higher 
and  practically  prohibitive  price  to    other 
persons.    Because  of  the  fact  that  for  the 
supply  of  bituminous,  as  well  as  anthracite 
coal,  Ontario  is  dependent  upon  the  United 
States  and  cannot,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
other  provinces,  be  supplied  by  coal  from 
the   mines   of   the   Dominion,   the   rise   in 
price  of  bituminous   coal  was  very  much 
greater  in  Ontario  than  elsewhere.     It  rose 
in  price  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent 
in  practically  all  parts  of  the  province  dur- 
ing the  period  of  the  strike.     The  course 
of  the  rise  in  bituminous  was  pretty  much 
coincident  with   the  rise   in   the  price   of 
anthracite. 

The  Substitutes  Used. 

As  it  was  impossible  to  meet  the  ordinary 
demand  for  bituminous,  as  well  as  for  an- 
thracite coal  in  Ontario,  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  former  could  be  used  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  latter,  only  to  a  very  limited 
extent.  Wood  appears  to  have  been  a  sub- 
stitute to  which  resort  was  most  generally 
had,  and  its  use  on  a  very  considerable 
scale  is  reported  in  some  localities.  There 
was  a  pretty  general  rise  in  the  price  of 
wood  throughout  all  parts  of  the  province 
from  20  to  50  per  cent,  and  in  some  locali- 
ties during  the  last  week  of  the  strike  it 
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rose  even  higher.  A  feature  of  consider- 
able importance  in  connection  with  the 
wood  supply,  was  the  extreme  difficulty  ex- 
perienced by  some  localities  of  obtaining  it. 
There  was  a  considerable  demand  for  Cana- 
dian wood  from  American  dealers.  It  be- 
came apparent  through  the  efforts  made  by 
some  municipalities  and  individuals  to  se- 
cure wood  that  deforestation  has  been 
carried  on  to  a  larger  extent  than  was  com- 
monly supposed.  Instances  are  reported 
of  shade  trees  having  been  cut  down  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  fuel,  and  some 
farmers  took  advantage  of  the  situation  to 
sell  their  wooden  fence  rails,  replacing 
them  by  wire  fencing.  The  increased  use 
of  gas  for  heating,  as  well  as  cooking  pur- 
poses, appears  also  to  have  been  general  in 
localities  where  the  supply  was  available. 
In  some  the  price  of  gas  was  raised.  In 
others  where  no  change  in  price  was  made, 
companies  were  debating  a  change  at  the 
time  the  strike  was  settled  on  account  of 
their  inability  to  secure  either  hard  or  soft 
coal  in  the  quantities  required  at  a  reason- 
able figure.  In  Brockville,  where  the  gas 
plant  is  controlled  by  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners, the  price  of  gas  was  actually  lower- 
ed 25  per  cent  owing  to  the  high  price  and 
scarcity  of  coal.  In  some  parts  of  Onta- 
rio, in  particular  in  some  of  the  counties 
bordering  on  Lake  Erie,  there  is  a  consider- 
able supply  of  natural  gas,  the  use  of  which 
has  been  on  an  increased  scale  during  the 
last  few  years.  Where  its  use  was  at  all 
general,  it  appears  to  have  served  as  a 
means  of  preventing  embarrassment  as  a 
consequence  of  shortage  in  the  ordinary 
fuel  supply.  Of  other  substitutes  peat  ap- 
pears to  have  been  generally  resorted  to, 
and  with  varying  success,  the  demand  for 
it  being  such  as  to  lead  to  a  very  material 
increase  in  the  price.  Coke  was  also  in 
considerable  demand,  and  its  price  enhan- 
ced. Substitutes,  much  in  the  nature  of 
experiments,  were  also  resorted  to  in  some 
localities,  as  for  example,  the  use  of  bricks 
and  asbestos  logs  steeped  in  oil  for  cooking 
purposes.  Waste  and  by-products  of  manu- 
facturing concerns  were  generally  used. 


Other  Economic  Effects. 

There  appears  to  have  been  a  considerable 
demand  for  wood  stoves,  both  new  and  sec- 
ond hand.  The  prices  of  the  latter  were 
enhanced  by  many  dealers,  but  there  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  increase  in  the 
price  of  new  stoves.  On  the  other  hand  the 
sale  of  coal  stoves  is  reported  to  have  been 
much  less  in  some  localities  than  at  a  cor- 
responding period  in  other  years,  and  this 
is  alleged  to  have  reacted  disadvantageously 
upon  local  retail  trade.  The  mild  season  is 
undoubtedly  responsible  for  the  fact  that 
the  famine,  such  as  it  was  in  Ontario,  did 
not  bring  about  much  serious  embarrass- 
ment to  industry  generally  or  to  indivi- 
duals. There  can  be  no  doubt,  however, 
that  a  continuance  of  the  strike  for  one  or 
two  weeks  longer  would  have  resulted  in 
much  general  distress.  The  province  was 
fast  nearing  the  end  of  its  tether  in  the 
matter  of  its  fuel  supply,  and  only  the  as- 
surances of  a  probable  settlement  which 
came  with  the  negotiations  of  the  second 
week  of  October  prevented  what  might  have 
been  acute  conditions.  One  feature  of  the 
situation,  worthy  of  particular  mention, 
was  the  fact  that  a  number  of  local  coal 
and  wood  dealers  were  compelled  to  close 
up  altogether  because  of  their  inability  to 
secure  supplies  with  which  to  meet  the  de- 
mands of  their  customers.  In  the  brick 
yards  in  some  localities  operations  were 
suspended  until  wood  became  reduced  in 
price.  In  some  factories  operations  were 
also  suspended  for  a  time  owing  to  the  in- 
ability to  secure  coal,  but  this  fact  was 
little  more  than  noticeable,  and  was  so  lim- 
ited as  to  be  scarcely  deserving  of  special 
mention.  In  a  few  localities  through  the 
province  the  price  of  board,  lodging  and 
of  rooms  was  raised  from  25  to  50  cents  per 
week,  consequent  upon  the  increased  cost 
of  fuel  for  heating,  cooking  and  other  do- 
mestic purposes. 

Conditions  in  Ontario  led  to  considerable 
corporate  action  on  the  part  of  some  muni- 
cipalities. As  this  is  a  phase  of  the  situ- 
ation   of    some   special   significance,    it   is 
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dealt  with  elsewhere  in  the  present  article 
in  a  special  consideration  of  action  by  gov- 
ernmental and  municipal  bodies. 

The  Province  of  Manitoba. 

The  province  of  Manitoba,  like  the  other 
provinces  in  the  Dominion,  is  supplied  with 
anthracite  coal  from  the  mines  in  Penn- 
sylvania. The  coal  is  usually  brought  by 
the  water  route  to  Fort  William  during 
the  summer  months,  and  that  point  is  used 
as  a  distributing  centre  for  the  province. 
At  the  end  of  the  summer  season  there  has 
been  of  late  years  an  average  of  about 
thirty-five  to  forty  thousand  tons  of  an- 
thracite coal  at  Port  William.  The  stock 
on  hand  at  the  corresponding  period  this 
year  was  approximately  only  8,000  tons. 
The  average  consumption  in  Winnipeg 
alone  is  approximately  30,000  to  35,000 
tons,  and  outside  towns  are  supplied  by 
Winnipeg  dealers  to  the  extent  of  10,000 
tons,  which  are  usually  drawn  from  Fort 
William  stocks.  Some  little  time  before 
the  termination  of  the  strike,  the  supply  of 
anthracite  in  Winnipeg  was  practically  ex- 
hausted. In  Brandon,  the  other  largest 
centre  in  the  province,  the  supply  was  also 
exhausted,  but  at  a  much  earlier  period 
than  in  Winnipeg.  In  Brandon,  however, 
neither  hard  nor  soft  coal  are  used  to  the 
extent  they  are  in  most  of  the  other  cities 
of  the  Dominion,  wood  being  used  almost 
exclusively  for  manufacturing  purposes. 
Soft  coal  is  used  throughout  the  province 
of  Manitoba  for  domestic  purposes,  other 
than  heating,  much  more  generally  than 
in  the  eastern  provinces.  The  use  of  an- 
thracite coal  is  also  almost  exclusively  con- 
fined to  heating  purposes.  Two  grades  of 
soft  coal,  namely,  Souris  and  Gait  coal, 
are  used  for  the  most  part  in  Manitoba. 
The  Souris  coal  comes  from  near  Estevan, 
160  miles  from  Brandon;  the  Gait  coal 
from  the  Gait  mines  in  British  Columbia, 
and  is  shipped  on  the  C.P.R.  from  Leth- 
bridge.  A  small  quantity  of  bituminous 
coal  is  also  obtained  from  the  United 
States.  The  Souris  coal  sells  for  a  little 
mere  than  half  the  price  of  other  grades. 
It  will  burn  in  any  kind  of  a  stove  with  a 


grate  and  is  used  extensively  for  house- 
hold purposes  by  farmers  and  working 
people,  so  this  coal  is  as  a  rule  used  instead 
of  hard  coal. 

Effects  on  Prices. 

There  was  only  a  slight  rise  in  the  price 
of  bituminous  coal  in  Manitoba,  varying 
from  ten  to  twenty  per  cent.  In  the  price 
of  anthracite  coal  there  was  an  increase  of 
one  hundred  per  cent.  Prices  remained 
normal  until  the  beginning  of  August, 
when  they  gradually  rose,  the  rise  con- 
tinuing steadily  throughout  September  and 
October.  With  the  exception  of  the  rise 
in  price  of  coal  and  a  rise  of  about  thirty 
per  cent  in  some  localities  in  the  price  of 
wood,  there  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
other  effects  of  considerable  consequence 
experienced  in  Manitoba.  Attention  has, 
however,  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  the 
supply  of  wood  is  not  as  great  as  had  been 
anticipated,  and  also  the  difficulties  ex- 
perienced in  the  haulage  of  it.  The  im- 
portant feature  in  the  coal  situation  in 
Manitoba  is  the  transportation  problem. 
Anthracite  coal  has  to  be  brought  a  very 
lc  ng  distance  and  much  of  the  soft  coal  a 
considerable  way.  As  a  great  number  of 
cars  are  being  employed  in  the  shipment 
of  grain,  some  anxiety  has  been  felt  as  a 
consequence  lest  cars  for  the  hauling  of 
fuel  will  not  be  available. 

With  the  exception  of  the  consideration 
of  the  problem  by  the  city  council  in  Win- 
nipeg, as  a  result  of  which,  however,  no 
definite  action  was  taken,  the  municipali- 
ties of  Manitoba  do  not  appear  to  have  in- 
terested themselves  in  the  situation. 

The  Province  of  British  Columbia. 

The  province  of  British  Columbia  ap- 
pears to  have  been  totally  unaffected  by  the 
strike.  There  is,  with  the  exception  of 
about  2,000  tons  of  anthracite  coal  sold 
annually  in  Vancouver,  practically  no  an- 
thracite used  in  the  province.  The  coal 
used  almost  exclusively  is  bituminous,  and 
is  virtually  supplied  in  its  entirety  from 
the  mines  of  the  province.  As  a  conse- 
quence, no  changes  in  the  price  of  fuel  or 
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economic  effects   of  other  kinds  were  ex-  States  and  Ontario.     There  had  also  been 

perienced  as  a  result  of  the  strike.  a  scarcity  of  employees,  and  for  this  among 

other  reasons  the  company  had  not    been 

Some  General  Effects.  able  to  meet  the  demands  in  this  country 

Keeping   in    mind  the    exceptions    and  at  any  time  during  the  present  year.     Up 

limitations  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  ac-  to  the  present  no  embarrassment  had  been 

counts  of  the  situation  in  the  several  pro-  experienced  in  consequence  of  inadequacy 

vinces,  a  few  general  features  having  ap-  in  transportation  facilities. 

plication  to  the  Dominion  as  a  whole  may  Taken  ag  &  whole  .             be  gaid  ^       h 

ill  " 

oe  notea.  demand  for  coal  experienced  by  the  mines 

In   the   first  place,   the   general  rise    in  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  has  never  been 

prices  of  all  kinds  of  fuel  was  most  evi-  ,  greater.     They  have  been  unable  to  meet 

dent,  this  rise  being  very  considerable  in  this  demand,  notwithstanding  that  the  out- 

the  case  of  both  wood  and  bituminous  coal  put  for  this  year  has  been  larger  in  many 

in   many  parts,   and   quite  exceptional   in  cases  than  was  recorded  at    any    previous 

the    cost    of    anthracite,    virtually    every-  time.     The  inability  to  secure  a  sufficient 

where.  number  of  miners  would  appear  to  be  a  real 

The  increased  demand  for  coal  from  *actor  m  *ne  situation. 
Canadian  mines  to  meet  the  situation,  In  British  Columbia,  on  the  other  hand, 
both  in  this  country  and  the  United  States,  the  strike  does  not  appear  to  have  affected 
and  the  problem  of  transportation  in  con-  in  any  way  the  demand  at  the  mines.  Some 
nection  with  this  demand,  are  other  very  0f  the  companies  of  that  province  in  reply 
important  features.  The  following  facts  to  the  request  for  information  from  the 
from  the  replies  received  by  the  department  department  report  that  they  are  able  to 
from  one  or  two  of  the  most  important  of  meet  a  much  larger  demand  than  they  have 
the  coal  companies  in  Nova  Scotia  may  be  ever  experienced.  In  fact,  there  were  in- 
cited as  illustrating  the  problem  as  it  pre-  dications  which  pointed  in  the  direction  of 
sented  itself  to  the  mine  owners.  One  a  diminution  rather  than  an  increase  in 
company  states :  the  demand  of  the  present  year.  One  com- 
We  have  had  enquiries  for  large  quantities  of  pany  reports  that  the  introduction  of  fuel 

S"™^™  S^^'cX  oil  in  Calif0™ia  has  already  *»*"»*  af" 

coal  situation.    We  could  have  secured  increased  fected  its  market,  the  railways  of  that  state 

prices,   but  required  our  coal  for  local  require-  1                  -,         ,         ,.     i                 j                 _  i 

ments,  and  have   sold   the  output  of  the  mines  having  almost   entirely   ceased  using  coal, 

entirely  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  thus  far.    A  which    was    formerly    supplied     from     the 

demand  has  also  come  from  the  province  of  On-  •               /•     ,i                                      j 

tario.    Owing  to  the  increased  demand  at  all  the  mines     0±     the    company,     and    promising 

other  Nova  Scotia  collieries,  we  have  been  un-  ghortly  to  discontinue  its  use  altogether. 

able  to   secure  sufficient  additional  miners.     We 

could  easily  employ  double  the   number  of  men 

we  now  have  if  they  were  obtainable.     Owing  to  The   Problem    of  Transportation. 

the  lack  of  sufficient  miners,  our  output  has  been 

less  than  we  had  prepared  for  and  could  have  T1      pxtrprTlft  distances  which  coal  has  to 

disposed    of    without    reference    to    the    present  ±ne  extreme  distances  wmen  coai  nas  to 

strike  conditions  and  demands.    At  the  present  be  carried  in  Canada  make  the  problem  of 

time   we    are    quite   unable    to    secure   sufficient  ,•                                „        .    „„,,  +;™^ 

cars  to  move  the  comparatively  small  quantity  transportation   a  serious  one  at   any  time. 

we  are  now  prepared  to  ship  by  rail,  and  after  When  it  is  remembered,  however,  that 
the  close  of  navigation  we  will  require  five  times  ,  .,,  ,,  i.  11  .c  i» 
as  many  cars  to  remove  our  product,  while  the  wherever  possible  the  great  bulk  oi  ship- 
outlook  is  very  poor  for  our  obtaining  same.  ment  is  made  by  water  during  the  naviga- 
The  car  supply  is  hardly  equal  at  the  present  .  .,,  ,  ■, 
time  to  the  demand,  and  when  pressure  comes  tion  season,  it  will  be  quite  apparent  that 
in  the  winter  we  expect  quite  a  shortage.  the  fact  that  for  practically  the  entire  sea- 

Another  company  reports  that  the  strike  son  this  year  there  was  little  or  no  anthra- 

has  not  affected  its  price  in  the  home  mar-  cite  coal  shipped  in  this  way,  the  problem 

ket,  though  there  has  been  a  demand  which  of  meeting  the  demands  of    the    markets, 

it  was  unable  to  meet,  this  demand  having  now  that  the  sources  of  supply  are  again 

come  from  the  eastern  parts  of  the  United  available,  is  one  which  will  present  much 
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difficulty  to  transportation  companies.  The 
navigation  season  on  the  great  lakes  and 
St.  Lawrence  becomes  virtually  closed  dur- 
ing the  month  of  November.  During  this 
month,  much  of  the  shipment,  and  after- 
wards, all,  must  be  done  by  rail.  The  ex- 
ceptional demand  for  cars  in  the  moving 
of  the  crops  at  this  time,  and  the  general 
business  prosperity  of  the  country,  are  tax- 
ing very  heavily  the  resources  of  the  trans- 
portation companies.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  difficulty  of  securing  an 
adequate  supply  in  anything  like  a  short 
time  will  have  the  effect  of  causing  prices 
to  remain  at  a  higher  level  for  some  time 
than  has  been  customary  in  previous  years. 

The  Position  of  Industries. 

It  may  be  stated  that  on  the  whole  manu- 
facturing throughout  the  Dominion  has 
not  been  seriously  embarrassed  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  strike.  But,  however,  for  the 
termination  of  the  strike  in  the  middle  of 
October,  the  situation  would  certainly  have 
become  quite  different  during  the  course  of 
the  next  few  weeks.  The  all  but  exclusive 
use  of  soft  coal  in  manufactures  was  of 
course  the  saving  element  in  this  connec- 
tion. The  position  of  the  two  largest  coal 
consuming  corporations  in  the  Dominion  is 
also  of  considerable  interest.  These  cor- 
porations, the  Grand  Trunk  Kailway  and 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Kailway,  each  con- 
sume between  one  and  two  million  tons  of 
coal  per  annum.  The  latter  is  fortunate  in 
having  available  sources  of  supply  at  both 
termini  of  its  system.  The  Grand  Trunk 
Kailway  Company,  however,  secures  its 
main  supply  from  the  mines  in  Pennsylva- 
nia. Neither  of  these  companies  appears  to 
have  experienced  any  fear  of  exhaustion  in 
its  supplies,  though  it  requires  little  more 
than  mention  of  such  a  possibility  to  see 
what  enormous  and  disastrous  consequen- 
ces might  have  existed  had  the  railway 
companies  met  with  any  embarrassment  as 
a  consequence  of  the  strike. 

Questions  discussed. 

Perhaps  not  among  the  least  in  import- 
ance of  the  effects  produced  by  the  strike 


was  the  general  discussion  which  arose  out 
of  the  situation  it  created.     No  single  in- 
dustrial problem  has  received  during  some 
years  more  attention  from  the  press   and 
public    generally.     Among    the     questions 
more  or  less  generally  discussed  have  been 
the  position  of  Canada  in  the  matter  of  its 
coal  supply,  considered  both  in  regard  to 
Canadian   resources,   potential   as   well   as 
actual,  and  the  present  relative  dependence 
on  the  United  States;  the  general  problem 
of  transportation;  the  question  of  govern- 
ment and  municipal  ownership  or  control, 
and    arbitration    and    conciliation    in    the 
matter  of  industrial  disputes.     All  of  these 
questions  have  received  attention  from  the 
political   as   well   as   economic   and  social 
points  of  view,  and  it  may,  without  likeli- 
hood of  contradiction,  be  said  that  after 
temporary  embarrassments  have  been  satis- 
factorily overcome,   one  of  the  most  far- 
reaching  consequences  of  the  strike  will  be 
seen  in  what  it  may  have  contributed  to- 
wards shaping  public  opinion  in  regard  to 
each  and  all  of  these  important  questions. 

Governmental  and  Municipal  Action. 

The  actual  interest  in  the  situation  and 
the  steps  taken  by  many  municipalities 
and  the  federal  and  provincial  govern- 
ments are  matters  of  record  which  have  an 
important  bearing  in  this  connection,  and 
being  as  they  are,  immediate  results  of  the 
situation  as  it  developed  itself  in  this 
country  in  consequence  of  the  strike,  are 
deserving  of  special  mention. 

Federal  and  Provincial  Governments. 

At  some  of  the  meetings  of  the  Domin- 
ion cabinet  various  phases  of  the  situation 
came  up  for  discussion.  An  important 
step  taken  as  a  result  was  the  passing  of 
an  order  to  admit  of  the  free  transporta- 
tion of  coal  from  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia  over  the  lines  of  the  Intercolonial 
Kailway  as  far  as  Montreal,  its  western 
terminus,  in  cases  where  the  orders  had 
been  given  by  municipalities.  The  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Kailway  and  the  Grand  Trunk 
Kailway  Companies  also  agreed  to  make 
a  reduction  of   thirty-three  and  one-third 


November,  1902                               THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  333 

per  cent  off  fuel  hauls  to  Montreal.  The  of  soft  coal  were  purchased  by  the  city 
Ontario  provincial  government  offered  to  from  local  dealers  for  sale  at  cost  to  the 
entertain  an  application  from  any  muni-  citizens.  Welsh  anthracite,  Nova  Scotia 
cipal  corporation  for  the  privilege  of  cut-  bituminous  and  wood  were  purchased  to 
ting  timber  on  Crown  lands  to  meet  the  the  value  of  $54,100.  In  Kingston  muni- 
difficulty  with  regard  to  fuel.  It  was  re-  cipal  action  was  limited  to  the  appoint- 
presented  that  upon  receipt  of  an  applica-  ment  of  a  special  committee  of  the  city 
tion  to  this  effect  by  the  Crown's  Land  De-  council  to  examine  into  the  situation  and 
partment  the  district  available  would  be  propose  measures  for  meeting  it.  Simi- 
at  once  designated  and  every  facility  af-  larly  in  Brockville  a  committee  was  ap- 
forded  to  meet  any  emergency.  The  gov-  pointed  for  action  in  case  occasion  should 
ernment  also  expressed  its  willingness  to  render  it  necessary.  In  Peterborough  the 
forego  the  usual  dues  in  this  case  in  view  municipality  purchased  several  hundred 
of  the  public  necessities.  The  Quebec  le-  cords  of  slabs  for  sale  at  cost  to  its  citi- 
gislature  also  showed  its  active  interest  in  zens.  The  intervention  of  municipal  au- 
the  situation  by  offering  to  ratify  the  ac-  thority  was  also  extensive  in  Toronto, 
tion  of  municipalities  in  voting  money  for  Hamilton,  Brantford,  London  and  other 
the  purchase  of  fuel  for  the  poor.  western    cities    where    the    famine    condi- 

On  the  part  of  municipalities  very  wide-  tions  were  on  the  whole  most  acute.     In 

spread  action  was  taken  to  meet  the  de-  Toronto  municipal  fuel  yards  were  estab- 

mands  of  the  situation,  more  particularly  lished>   and   coal   and  wood   Purchased  by 

in  Ontario  where  as  already  stated  the  in-  the  cit^  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $90,- 

conveniences  of  the  fuel  scarcity  were  most  000>  Welsh    anthracite    being    a    conspicu- 

seriously  felt.     As  already  mentioned,  the  ous  substitute  for  the  usual  supply  from 

city  council  in  St.  John,  KB.,  was  in  com-  Pennsylvania.     The  city  council  of  Ham- 

munication  with  a  Welsh  firm  in  regard  to  llton  also  Purchased  5,000  tons  of  Welsh 

a  supply  of  anthracite,  when  the  guarantee  and  Nova  Scotia  coal>  and  the  Clt^  <*anty 

of  the  Dominion  Company  that  the  price  commissioner  was  sent  into  northern  On- 

of  coal  would  not  exceed  a  certain  figure  tar10  to  secure  a  ^PP1?  of  wood>  and  was 

caused  the  matter  to  remain  in  abeyance,  successful  to  the  extent  of  obtaining  sev- 

Similarly  in  the  province  of  Quebec  there  eral  car-loads.       For  an  interesting  legal 

was  no  action  taken  by  the  municipalities  Pomt  whlch  was  developed  in  the  case  of 

of    Quebec,    Sherbrooke,    Three   Kivers   or  the    intervention    of    the    Hamilton    city 

St.  Hvacinthe.       In  Montreal  the  discus-  counci1  the  reader  1S  referred  to  the  sPecial 

sion  of  the  matter  was  continuous,  and  it  rePort     of    the    Hamilton     correspondent 

was  on  the  representation  of  the  mayor  of  whlch    is    Pushed    herewith.     Municipal 

the  city  that  the  reduction  of  freight  rates  *uel  ^ards  f™m  whilch  a  quantity  of  wood 

i       ,T          .-,                                 i              £    „   i  has    been    delivered    were    established    m 

bv  the   railway   companies   above  reiererd  . 

to  was  carried  out.       Arrangements  were  Brantford   at   the   suggestion   of   the   city 

also  made  for  the  purchase  of  wood  to  the  councll>  ratified  at  a  Publlc  meetmK  of  the 

extent  of  15,000  cords  to  be  sold  to  citizens  ratepayers.     The  London  city  council  ap- 

at  cost  nrices        The  municinalitv  of  St  Propriated  $10,000  with  which  to  purchase 

tt       •        .1    ■•    j    .i                 •..  coal  and  wood  for  the  use  of  the  citizens 

Henri  authorized  the  committee  to  guar-  .                      ..,.,,. 

antee  the  purchase  price  of  4,000  tons  of  and  for  the  ,heat'ng  f  *e  C!TC  bulldlnSs> 

bituminous  coal  to  be  sold  to  the  citizens  and   a   su^  of  coke   f,or   filtratl°"   P^r" 

of  the  municipality  at  cost.  Poses  at  .the  clty  sewer  farm:    ,At  Guelph 

a    committee    was    appointed    tor    action 

Municipal  Action  in   Ontario.  should   the   situation   demand   it,    and    in 

In  Ontario  the  action  of  the  municipal-  Stratford  the  city  council  was  prepared  to 

ity  of  Ottawa  was  on  a  scale  which  calls  prevent  suffering  among  the  poor  by  cut- 

for  special  mention.       One  thousand  tons  ting  down  trees  in  the  city  park.     The  St. 
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Thomas  municipal  council  also  took  steps  In  Winnipeg  and  Brandon  and  other  lo- 

to  secure  a  stock  of  wood  to  sell  to  citi-  calities   of   Manitoba   and   the  North-west 

zens  at  cost,  and  similar  action  was  report-  Territories  no  corporate  action  on  the  part 

ed  from  the  city  of  Chatham.  of  the  municipalities  was  reported. 

III.  SPECIAL  REPORTS  BY  GAZETTE  CORRESPONDENTS  ON  SITUATION  IN 

THE  CITIES  OF  THE  DOMINION. 


In  order  to  give  with  greater  precision 
and  detail  a  statement  of  the  situation  in 
all  of  the  cities  of  the  Dominion,  the 
Gazette  publishes  herewith  in  extenso,  re- 
ports of  its  special  correspondents  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  For  the  con- 
venience of  the  reader,  as  well  as  to  admit 
of  easy  reference  and  comparison,  these 
reports  have  each  been  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  a  uniform  plan.*  They  deal  in 
the  first  place  with  the  nature  of  the  coal 
supply  in  the  locality  named,  secondly, 
with  the  economic  and  other  effects  conse- 
quent upon  the  limited  supply  as  due  to 
the  strike,  and  thirdly,  the  methods  pro- 
posed or  adopted  by  municipalities  or  pub- 
lic bodies  to  meet  the  situation. 

Halifax,  N.S. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

At  the  present  time  there  is  neither  an- 
thracite nor  soft  coal  to  be  had  in  this 
locality.  Soft  coal  is  usually  secured  in 
Pictou  and  Cape  Breton,  and  anthracite 
in  New  York.  For  manufacturing  pur- 
poses soft  coal  is  used,  for  heating  pur- 
poses about  one-fourth  of  the  coal  used  is 
anthracite,   and  three-fourths  soft. 

As  a  result  of  the  limited  supply  soft 
coal  increased  in  price  about  10  per  cent, 
but  there  is  no  anthracite  coal  to  be  ob- 
tained here  at  present  at  any  price.  No 
particular  embarrassment  of  individuals, 
however,  has  resulted.  There  has  been, 
rather,  only  a  feeling  of  anxiety.  As  al- 
ready stated,  there  is  no  anthracite  coal, 
and  a  report  that  the  miners  at  Cape  Bre- 
ton were  to  be  called  out,  caused  a  rush  on 
the  local  dealers,  and  practically  all  the 
soft  coal  on  hand  was  bought  up.     These 

*An  explanation  in  detail  of  the  plan  here 
referred  to  is  given  in  Part  I. — Introductory — of 
the  present  article. 


conditions,  however,  are  only  temporary. 
Public  institutions,  schools,  churches,  &c, 
have  been  embarrassed  for  want  of  anthra- 
cite coal,  but  no  factories  have  closed  down, 
and  no  manufacturers  are  embarrassed. 
Transportation,  however,  has  been  affect- 
ed. The  usual  number  of  tramp  (bunker) 
steamers  have  ceased  to  call  at  the  port 
owing  to  high  price  of  coal,  they  go  to 
Cape  Breton  instead,  where  prices  are 
lower. 

No  evidences  of  distress  or  suffering 
have  been  reported  to  date.  There  is  no 
evidences  of  want  of  employment  owing 
to  non-supply  of  coal.  Coke  has  been  largely 
secured  as  a  substitute  for  anthracite,  but 
so  great  has  been  the  demand  that  no  or- 
ders for  that  commodity  will  be  taken  till 
December.  Large  quantities  have  been 
shipped  to  the  United  States,  especially  to 
Boston.  Pictou  coal  is  also  being  used 
as  a  substitute  for  anthracite.  "Wood  is 
being  used  to  a  greater  extent  than  ever 
before;  soft  coal  burners,  too,  have  been 
purchased  largely.  Wood  has  increased  in 
price  10  per  cent.  Board,  on  account  of 
non-supply  of  coal,  is  in  some  localities 
higher. 

There  has  been  no  effort  on  the  part  of 
the  municipality  or  societies  to  deal  with 
the  question.  The  outlook  for  the  future 
is  not  particularly  alarming;  prices  will 
not  be  any  higher  than  they  have  been 
during  the  past  few  weeks.  Local  dealers 
will  be  able  to  supply  anthracite  coal  the 
first  week  in  December.  Prices  at  that 
period  will  be,  according  to  the  statements 
of  local  dealers,  $7  per  ton  for  anthracite, 
and  $5  for  soft  coal. 

Charlottetown,  P.E.I. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Coirespondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 
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No  anthracite  coal  has  been  imported 
to  or  sold  in  Charlottetown  since  May  of 
this  year.  Pictou,  Sydney  and  Port  Hood, 
Nova  Scotia,  are  the  usual  sources  of  sup- 
ply for  bituminous  coal.  No  anthracite 
is  used  here  for  manufacturing,  but  about 
the  only  coal  used  for  heating  is  anthra- 
cite. 

There  has  been  an  advance  in  the  price 
of  anthracite  of  from  50  to  100  per  cent. 
Soft  coals  are  lower  in  price  than  hereto- 
fore. There  has  been  no  embarrassment 
either  to  individuals  or  general  industry, 
and  trade.  Few  direct  results  accordingly 
can  be  reported.  A  few  persons  have  sub- 
stituted soft  coal  for  hard  coal  stoves. 

So  far  as  the  outlook  for  the  future  is 
concerned,  there  is  nothing  to  fear  in  this 
province.  With  the  exception  of  anthra- 
cite there  is  abundance  of  coal  for  all  pur- 
poses, and  anthracite  is  not  such  a  neces- 
sity here  that  its  withdrawal  will  have  any 
serious  effect. 

St.  John,  N.B. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

There  is  a  small  amount  of  anthracite 
in  this  city,  but  the  price  asked  per  ton 
($15)  is  so  high  that  few  purchasers  can 
be  found.  The  supply  is  very  limited,  but 
fresh  supplies  are  arriving  daily.  Anthra- 
cite coal  is  procured  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  soft  coal  from  Nova  Scotia,  prin- 
cipally from  Cape  Breton,  although 
Springhill,  Pictou,  Joggins  and  Minudie 
collieries  supply  large  quantities.  Grand 
Lake,  Queen's  County,  New  Brunswick, 
furnishes  a  quantity,  principally  for 
blacksmith  purposes.  Anthracite  is  very 
little  used  for  manufacturing  purposes, 
but  largely  for  heating  purposes  in  public 
institutions,  stores,  dwellings,  &c. 

The  chief  effect  of  the  limited  supply  of 
coal  has  been  the  great  increase  in  price. 
Individuals  expected  the  strike  to  termin- 
ate weekly,  and  in  consequence  did  not 
secure  any  soft  coal  as  a  substitute  until 
late   in   the   season.     None   of   the  public 


institutions,  city  corporations,  schools, 
churches,  &c,  have  been  embarrassed,  and 
no  manufacturing  firms  have  been  incon- 
venienced, as  they  have  always  used  soft 
coal.  Transportation  has  not  been  affect- 
ed, and  no  distress  has  been  caused,  neither 
is  there  any  one  out  of  employment  owing 
to  non-supply  of  coal.  The  only  substi- 
tute has  been  wood,  several  citizens  having 
laid  in  a  large  supply  of  this  commodity. 
The  price  of  wood  has  advanced  from  $8 
to  $10  per  cord  (sawed).  Board  or  lodg- 
ing has  not  increased. 

The  city  council  was  in  communication 
with  a  Welsh  firm  for  anthracite  coal,  but 
the  sale  agent  of  the  Dominion  Company 
guaranteed  that  the  price  of  coal  would 
not  exceed  $7  per  ton,  and  so  the  matter 
remained  in  abeyance.  The  Teamsters' 
Protective  Union  and  the  Trades  and  La- 
bour Council  are  considering  the  advisa- 
bility of  importing  coal,  and  establishing 
a  coal  yard  for  the  benefit  of  union  mem- 
bers.       Several    private    individuals    have 

ordered  coal  from  the  Minudie  colliery, 
Biver  Hebert,  N.S.,  getting  it  in  car-load 
lots. 

The  outlook  seems  bright,  as  soft  coal 
in  abundance  can  be  secured. 

Quebec,  Que. 

Messrs.  Ed.  Little  and  P.  J.  Johin,  Cor- 
respondents, report  as  follows: — 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  coal 
supply  in  this  locality  there  are  estimated 
to  be  between  800  and  900  tons  of  Ameri- 
can anthracite,  and  some  1,200  tons  of 
Welsh  coal  still  in  the  hands  of  local  mer- 
chants. The  supply  is  usually  obtained  by 
annual  purchase  in  single  or  double  boat- 
loads of  100  to  130  tons,  or  double  that 
amount  respectively  from  the  United 
States  via  Whitehall,  N.Y.,  during  the 
navigation  season,  which  extends  as  a  rule 
from  about  May  1  to  November  25.  Welsh 
anthracite  is  usually  imported  from  Swan- 
sea, and  is  carried  as  part  cargo,  full  car- 
goes seldom  being  imported.  Steam  coal 
is  obtained  from  Pictou  and  Sydney,  N.S., 
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as  well  as  from  Newcastle,  Glasgow  and 
Greenock.  Coals  from  Nova  Scotia  are 
imported  in  small  steamers  known  as  col- 
liers, which  carry  from  2,000  to  3,000  tons  a 
trip,  usually  consuming  eight  days.  An- 
thracite is  employed  for  house  purposes  in 
Quebec,  and  to  a  less  extent  in  factories, 
notably  in  bakeries,  breweries,  foundries, 
laundries,  and  wholesale  grocery  supply 
establishment,  the  total  annual  consump- 
tion being  about  38,000  tons.  About  10,- 
000  tons  only  were  imported  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  this  year  immediately  after  the 
early  opening  of  navigation.  To  this 
6,000  tons  of  Welsh  anthracite  has  been 
added  since  August.  The  present  shortage 
of  anthracite  is  accordingly  about  18,000 
tons.  Soft  coal  is  to  a  large  extent  used 
by  steam  ferries,  tow-boats,  &c,  and  the 
supply  brought  in  during  the  past  two 
months  has  been  larger  than  usual,  so  that 
there  is  at  present  a  good  stock  upon  the 
wharfs. 

The  effect  of  the  Pennsylvania  strike 
was  not  felt  upon  coal  prices  until  July, 
after  which  each  succeeding  month  wit- 
nessed an  increase.  In  August  deliveries 
practically  ceased,  and  in  September 
$12.50  per  ton  and  later  $20  per  ton 
were  obtained  for  American  anthracite. 
It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  extent  to 
which  individuals  have  been  embarrased 
by  not  being  able  to  obtain  their  usual 
annual  supply.  As  a  rule  public  institu- 
tions are  better  off,  owing  to  the  custom 
of  laying  in  their  supplies  at  an  early  date 
in  the  season.  The  abundance  of  steam 
coal  has  also  prevented  embarrassment  on 
the  part  of  manufacturing  firms.  Ohio 
soft  coal  was  sold  during  July  and  August 
at  $5.50  a  ton,  and  later  at  $7  a  ton,  as  a 
substitute  for  hard  coal,  and  700  tons  of 
this  fuel  were  bought  by  the  corporation 
for  the  heating  of  the  city  hall  and  fire  and 
police  stations.  The  coal,  however,  has 
the  same  inconvenience  as  to  smoke  such 
as  the  Sydney  soft  coal.  Bakeries  and 
laundries  have  used  the  by-product  of  the 
gas  company  as  a  substitute  for  anthracite, 
and  the  foundries  are  burning  Newcastle 
or  American  coke.     Wood  prices  have  been 


correspondingly  enhanced,  rising  from 
about  $6  per  cord  of  3-foot  maple  in  Sep- 
tember to  $8  for  the  same  wood  in  October. 
Transport  trade  has  been  affected  in  so  far 
that  the  men  usually  employed  in  unload- 
ing coal  barges  have  had  to  seek  employ- 
ment elsewhere.  The  inconvenience  caused 
by  this,  however,  owing  to  the  general 
favourable  conditions  of  employment  of 
unskilled  labour,  was  not  material.  The 
loss  in  freights  to  barges,  however,  was 
very  considerable.  A  demand  for  wood 
stoves  was  a  noticeable  result  of  the  above- 
mentioned  conditions  with  a  corresponding 
falling  off  in  the  demand  for  stoves  burn- 
ing coal.  The  burning  of  wood,  however, 
was  discouraged  by  the  fact  that  in  Octo- 
ber, when  prices  of  fuel  had  reached  their 
maximum,  farmers  were  asking  higher 
prices  for  their  product  as  well  as  carters 
for  carting,  and  wood  sawyers  for  sawing, 
than  at  any  other  period  of  the  season. 

Hardware  merchants  say  that  they  have 
not  made  any  increase  in  the  price  of 
stoves.  There  has  been  no  increase  like- 
wise in  the  price  of  coke,  though  it  is  prac- 
tically unobtainable  owing  to  the  number 
of  advance  orders.  On  October  21,  3-foot 
maple  was  selling  for  $7.50  a  cord;  3-foot 
birch  for  $7  a  cord,  and  3-foot  bouleau 
(white  birch)  at  $4.50  a  cord,  and  $3  cy- 
press at  $4  a  cord.  There  has  been  no  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  board  or  lodging, 
though  a  general  rise  in  the  cost  of  living 
has  been  a  noticeable  development  in  this 
locality  during  the  past  few  months. 

In  the  way  of  meeting  the  situation  cre- 
ated by  the  strike  private  individuals  con- 
tracted extensively  for  a  wood  supply  to  be 
delivered  during  the  coming  winter.  There 
has  been  no  effort,  however,  by  the  muni- 
cipality to  deal  with  the  question.  Vari- 
ous societies,  such  as  St.  Vincent  de  Paul, 
St.  George's  Society,  St.  Andrew's  Society, 
and  the  Irish  Protestant  Society,  have  been 
seriously  considering  what  was  to  be  done 
in  order  to  obtain  wood  for  the  poor.  A 
committee  appointed  to  purchase  fuel  for 
the  poor  met  on  the  24th  inst.,  and  decided 
to  request  the  clergy  of  the  different  de-  ' 
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nominations  to  find  out  how  much  wood 
would  be  wanted  in  their  different  parish- 
es, to  be  sold  to  them  at  a  reasonable  figure, 
the  report  to  be  in  by  the  end  of  the  month. 
With  the  settlement  of  the  strike  dealers 
are  promising  customers  coal  early  in  De- 
cember, but  the  outlook  is  decidedly  un- 
encouraging  at  present.  Inside  work  on 
the  part  of  the  building  trades  will  be  very 
difficult  during  the  coming  season  owing 
to  the  impossibility  of  heating  new  build- 
ings at  the  present  fuel  prices. 

Sherbrooke,  Que. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

Although  the  scarcity  of  coal  in  this  dis- 
trict has  been  a  great  inconvenience  to 
those  who  use  hard  coal  for  heating  and 
working  purposes,  and  also  to  the  manu- 
facturers who  use  soft  coal,  still  there  has 
been  no  suffering  attributable  to  the  situ- 
ation. The  people  in  this  district  have 
been  much  more  fortunate  than  in  many 
parts  of  Canada,  in  that  the  price  has 
never  passed  $8  a  ton  for  anthracite  and 
$8  for  soft  coal.  The  coal  merchants  here 
had  a  supply  of  hard  coal  in  stock,  and,  al- 
though none  had  been  received  since  last 
June,  they  were  able  to  keep  their  custom- 
ers supplied  by  distributing  their  stock  in 
small  quantities.  Another  factor  that  pre- 
vented any  great  rise  in  price  was  the  fact 
that  many  citizens  have  stoves  that  burn 
either  coal  or  wood,  and  in  the  great  ma- 
jority of  cases  the  winter  supply  of  wood 
is  delivered  in  the  spring,  so  that  those 
who  had  coal  furnaces  had  the  wood  cut 
and  ready  for  use  in  the  furnaces.  The 
price  of  wood  went  up  considerably  owing 
to  the  demand  in  the  large  cities,  and  also 
to  the  fact  that  American  dealers  were 
offering  as  high  as  $6  a  cord  at  the  station. 
Manufacturers  were  unable  to  get  their  full 
orders  filled,  but  had  always  enough  to 
keep  them  running. 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  coal 

supply  in  this  locality,  about  10  per  cent 

of  the  demand  for  anthracite  and  15  per 

|  cent  of  that  for  soft  coal  can  be  supplied. 


The  anthracite  used  comes  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania coal  regions;  the  soft  coal  supply 
is  brought  from  Nova  Scotia,  while  black- 
smith's coal  also  comes  from  the  United 
States.  Anthracite  is  used  chiefly  for 
heating  purposes  in  houses,  churchesj  pub- 
lic buildings  and  offices.  In  the  factories 
soft  coal  is  used  almost  exclusively. 

As  to  the  effects  of  the  limited  supply. 
At  this  season  of  the  year  anthracite  coal 
is  generally  sold  from  $6.50  to  $6.75,  but 
is  now  selling  for  $8,  and  only  in  small 
quantities  to  keep  customers,  who  had 
booked  their  orders  in  the  spring  or  early 
summer,  supplied.  The  price  of  soft  coal 
has  also  gone  up  about  $1.50  over  that  of 
ordinary  years.  Individuals  have  been 
embarrassed  to  the  extent  that  they  were 
afraid  they  could  not  get  a  sufficient  sup- 
ply of  hard  coal  for  the  winter,  and  many 
resorted  to  the  use  of  soft  coal  to  save 
what  stock  they  had  of  anthracite  until  the 
colder  weather  sets  in.  Public  institu- 
tions, corporations  and  churches  have  only 
about  10  per  cent  of  their  necessary  supply. 
With  the  schools  it  is  different,  as  wood  is 
almost  exclusively  used  therein,  and  the 
winter  supply  has  been  stored  months  ago. 
Manufacturing  firms  have  had  to  pay  a 
larger  price  for  soft  coal,  but  only  two 
small  concerns,  the  Sherbrooke  stove  fac- 
tory and  a  small  iron  bed  factory,  had  to 
close  down  for  want  of  coke.  There  was 
no  increase  in  the  transportation  rates,  al- 
though there  was  a  scarcity  of  cars,  which 
had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  supply  of 
blacksmith's  coal,  which  is  now  selling  at 
$10,  whereas  in  ordinary  years  the  price  is 
$6.50.  There  has  been  no  distress  among 
the  poor,  though  about  ten  men  in  all  from 
the  two  concerns  mentioned  above  have 
had  to  quit  work.  Wood  has  been  used  as  a 
substitute  for  coal,  and  many  householders 
have  substituted  wood-burning  stoves  and 
distributed  them  throughout  their  houses 
in  lieu  of  the  furnace.  The  stove  dealers 
report  large  sales  of  wood  stoves,  and  the 
manufacturers,  owing  to  the  demand 
throughout  the  country,  have  been  unable 
to  fill  orders.  Gas  has  been  substituted 
in  a  few  instances,  chiefly  for  cooking  pur- 
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poses.  The  price  of  wood  has  gone  up 
about  $2  a  cord.  This  has  been  occasioned 
more  by  the  fact  that  dealers  shipped  large 
quantities  to  Montreal,  and  along  the  line 
of  the  Boston  and  Maine,  in  the  United 
States.  In  ordinary  years  wood  could  be 
purchased  from  $3.75  to  $4  a  cord,  now  as 
high  as  $6  is  offered  at  the  railway  station 
for  shipment,  while  the  wood  yards  sell  to 
consumers  at  the  rate  of  $5.50.  There  is 
no  increase  in  the  price  of  stoves  or  gas, 
and  no  increase  in  the  price  of  board  or 
lodging. 

There  was  some  discussion  by  the  city 
council  as  to  the  purchase  of  an  extra 
supply  of  wood  for  distribution  among  the 
poor,  but  as  the  strike  was  practically  set- 
tled at  the  time  of  this  discussion  it  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  take  this  step. 
The  coal  merchants  report  that  they  ex- 
pect, from  information  received  from  the 
wholesalers,  that  they  will  begin  to  get 
coal  in  about  four  weeks,  and  they  are  of 
the  opinion  that  they  will  be  able  to  keep 
customers  supplied  until  that  time. 

Three  Rivers,  Que. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

The  full  supply  of  soft  coal  was  received 
this  year.  Of  hard  coal,  3,000  tons  of 
2,000  pounds  is  usually  required  for  heat- 
ing purposes,  of  this  800  of  American  hard 
coal  was  received  previous  to  June  last,  and 
600  tons  of  Welsh  anthracite  was  received 
from  Swansea,  Great  Britain,  in  Septem- 
ber. There  is,  accordingly,  a  shortage  of 
about  1,600  tons.  Coal  merchants  get  their 
supply  of  soft  coal  from  the  lower  pro- 
vinces, and  of  hard  coal  from  the  United 
States.  Anthracite  is  used  for  heating,  and 
the  soft  for  manufacturing  in  connection 
with  pulp  works  at  Grand  Mere,  and  steam 
purposes  in  small  factories  in  Three  Rivers, 
and  for  steam  on  their  boats  by  Simcemes 
&  Macnaughton,  and  C.P.B.  for  engines. 
The  quantities  consumed  are  as  follows: — 

Tons. 

Grand   Mere    Laurentide  Pulp   Works 25,000 

C.P.R.,  for  use  on  their  road 12,000 

Simcemes  &  Macnaughton,  steam  naviga- 
tion        3,600 

Retailed  in  city  and  to  passing  boats....     10,000 


The  usual  price  for  soft  coal  prevailed  in 
this  city  during  the  present  season.  Hard 
coal  before  June  sold  at  the  usual  price, 
and  none  has  been  received  since,  except 
600  tons  of  Welsh  anthracite,  which  was 
received  in  September,  and  sold  at  $9  per 
ton,  about  $3  over  the  usual  price  of  Am- 
erican hard  coal.  Not  much  embarrass- 
ment has  been  caused  to  individuals  on  ac- 
count of  abundance  of  soft  wood  from 
mills.  Some  of  the  public  societies  pur- 
chased Welsh  anthracite,  and  others  used 
wood.  No  factories  have  closed.  Trans- 
portation from  England  and  lower  pro- 
vinces were  possibly  affected.  There  has 
been  no  distress  and  no  cases  of  want  of 
employment  consequent  to  the  strike.  Gas 
stoves  came  more  in  use  early  in  spring, 
from  the  establishment  of  gas  works  on  a 
French  system,  but  this  had  no  connection 
with  the  strike.  Some  four  or  five  hun- 
dred cords  of  hard  wood  were  used  during 
autumn,  awaiting  ending  of  strike.  Hard 
wood  sold  75  cents  dearer  per  cord.  There 
were  no  other  effects  on  prices  observable. 

No  special  action  was  taken  by  the  mu- 
nicipality, and  no  action  was  taken  by  so- 
cieties. The  city  is  now  awaiting  coal  by 
rail,  during  winter,  or  some  few  loads  by 
boat  before  the  close  of  navigation.  Hard 
and  soft  wood  may  be  had  in  abundance 
from  the  many  mills,  and  more  hard  wood 
will  come  to  the  city  with  winter  roads. 

St.  Hyacinthe,  Que. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson  reports  as  fol- 
lows:— 

As  to  the  nature  of  the  coal  supply  in 
this  locality,  there  has  been  no  anthracite 
coal  since  October  1,  1902,  but  so  far  as 
soft  coal  is  concerned,  there  is  as  much  on 
hand  as  there  is  a  demand  for.  The  mer- 
chants of  this  city  import  the  greatest  por- 
tion of  their  soft  coal  from  Nova  Scotia, 
and  anthracite  from  the  United  States. 
The  bulk  of  the  factories  burn  soft  coal, 
anthracite  being  used  ordinarily  for  pri- 
vate residences.  There  is  consumed  an- 
nually in  this  city  about  4,000  tons  of  an- 
thracite and  6,000  to  7,000  tons  of  soft  coal. 
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As   a   result  of  the  limited  supply,  the  higher  than  this  time  last  year,  while  coke 

price  of  coal  has  considerably  appreciated  has  increased  $1  per  chaldron.     Individu- 

since    the    commencement    of    the    strike,  als  have  had  no  trouble  in  obtaining  all 

Residents  have  had  recourse  to  soft    coal  the  soft  coal  they  required,  but  it  is  im- 

from  Nova  Scotia  and  elsewhere,  as  also  possible  to  procure  hard  coal.       So  far  as 

have  the    public    institutions,  schools,  etc.  can  be  learned  not  one  of  the  churches  or 

None  of  the  factories  have  been  obliged  to  public  institutions   of  this  city  has  more 

cease  operations  on  account  of  the  want  of  than  a  two  months'  supply  of  coal  on  hand 

coal.     Freight  charges  remained  the  same  at  present.     The  manufacturing  firms  have 

as   before.     The  poor  who   are    unable  to  been   embarrassed   very  little  by   the   late 

obtain  wood  are  being  helped  by  the  muni-  strike,  as  they  generally  use  soft  coal.     No 

cipality  or  by  charitable  institutions.    No-  factories  were  compelled  to  close  for  the 

body  has  stopped  working  through  lack  of  want  of  fuel. 

coal.     Several     families     have     purchased  m,            M         n       1        ,    j            & 

,                    .  .          ,.,.,.             .  lne   strike   also    has   had   no    enect   on 

wood  stoves  and  have  laid  in  their  provis-  .                  ,.              -,          ,.                  1     ,       - 

-          1  ,.       i         .            .     .      ,          ,  transportation,  and  no  distress  or  lack  01 

ion  01  wood  ior  the  winter:  it  is  the  only  ,                         ,            ...■    ,,,       .,      m 

.     .           .        .  .                                           J  employment  can  be  attributed  to  it.     lne 

substitute  that  this  locality  possesses  to  re-  -,  .  ■,           •    i    •             ^               1 

,                                    tit               .  -,    *  extent  to  which  gas  is  being  used  as  a  sub- 
place  coal;  $7  a  cord  has   been    paid  ior  ...         ±            1    .                   .-,         -          ., 

,            ,        ..  _    .                          fl-        .  stitute  ior  coal  is  very  evident  irom  the 

maple  wood;  wild  cherry,  $6.50.     The  rise  .      ,-.                «»          r •  •,     v        .1 

,          .         ,         , '        '  returns  in  the  gas  omce,  which  show  that 


in  the  price  of  coal  has  had  for  effect  a 
rise  in  the  price  of  wood;    the-  prices    of 


three   times   the  amount   of  gas  has  been 

consumed  this  year  for  heating  purposes 

stoves  and  gas  have  remained  stationary.         .  .  ,,  ...  ■..    , 

^  ..!_••         •         1        •  ..in    comparison    to    the    quantity    supplied 

lo  meet  tnis  situation  the  city  council    n  ttt     j  1         -1      i  ^  j 

.  ,  .  .  last  year.     Wood  has  also  been  resorted  to 

has  taken  no  steps,  seeing  that  no  one  is  as  -,  ,  .  ,, 

„    .        „  ln        .        .  ,      to  a  very  large  extent,  but,  owing  to  the 

yet   suirering  Irom    the    dearth    of    coal.    ,  .  ,        .  ,,  ,  /. 

t^      ,     ,  n ,  .       .    .  high  prices,  the  poor  people  preier  to  use 

People  here  are  confident  that  before  long         -.        ,      m,  -  ,  ,  , 

,,  .„   .  ,  .        soit  coal.     Ihe  cost  01  wood  has  increased 


they  will  be   able   to   purchase   anthracite 
coal  for  the  same  price  as  in  former  years. 


from  $3  to  $4  a  cord.       Maple  that  was 

selling  at  $6.50  a  cord  in  May  last,  is  now 

Montreal   Que  selling  at  $9  and  $10,  while  gas  is  the  same 

price  as  last  year.     The  price  of  board  and 
Mr.  J.  8.  Fitzpatrich,  Correspondent,  re-     lodging  is  about  the  same  as  in  May  last. 

No  definite  action  has  been  taken  by  the 

There  is  no  anthracite  coal  for  sale  in  municipal    council.        A    deputation   from 

this  city  at  present,  but  there  is  sufficient  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Trades 

soft  coal  to  supply  all  the  demands  for  that  and    Labour     Council    waited    upon    the 

kind  of  fuel.     The  coal  merchants  of  this  mayor   of  the  city  in  regard  to   the  coal 

city  receive  their  supply  of  anthracite  from  situation,  but  had  no  special  line  of  action 

the   mines   of   the   state   of   Pennsylvania,  to  propose.     The  prospects  for  the  future 

U.S.,  and  their  supply  of  soft  coal  from  are  very  satisfactory.     Coal  dealers  report 

Sydney   mines,    C.B.,    and   Pictou   mines,  that  fuel  will  be  selling  at  the  usual  price 

N.S.,  Canada.     Last  winter  Montreal  used  Dv  November  15. 
300,000   tons    of   Pennsylvania   hard   coal,' 

and  up   to   October  23   of  this  year,   was  Hull,  Que. 

short  250,000  tons  of  that  amount.     About  Mr.    R.    Laferriere,    Correspondent,    re- 

1,000,000  tons  of  soft  coal  is  consumed  in  ports  as  follows: — 

y  y      •  Thg  demand  for  coal  was  at  no  time  very 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  anthracite  coal  pressing  in  this  locality  during  the  present 

m  this  city  the  coal  and  wood  dealers  have  year.     Pennsylvania  is  the  usual  source  of 

increased  the  price  of  soft  coal  $2  to  $3  a  supply.        Factories    use    soft   coal,    which 

ton,  and  hard  wood  is  selling  at  $3  to  $4  local  dealers  do  not  handle.     For  heating 
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purposes  anthracite,  to  the  extent  of  about 
2,000  tons  per  year,  is  burned  in  Hull.  The 
consumption  of  soft  coal  by  manufactu- 
rers amounts  to  about  10,000  tons  an- 
nually. 

There  have  been  no  cases  of  serious  em- 
barrassment either  to  individuals,  public 
bodies  or  factories,  caused  by  the  scarcity 
of  coal,  and  even  at  the  end  of  the  month 
the  winter  supply  is  not  yet  to  hand.  There 
is  little  anxiety  felt  as  to  the  outlook. 
There  have  been  no  cases  of  distress,  the 
poor  people  using  wood,  and  no  cases  of 
lack  of  employment  attributable  to  the 
strike.  The  price  of  wood  has  risen  50 
cents  a  cord,  but  is  now  dropping  to  its 
normal  level.  No  other  substitutes  have 
been  suggested. 

From  the  above  it  may  be  inferred  that 
no  united  or  special  action  was  considered 
necessary  either  by  the  municipality,  soci- 
eties or  private  individuals. 

Ottawa,  Ont. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

There  was  about  a  third  of  the  usual 
supply  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal 
in  stock  among  the  city  dealers  when  the 
deliveries  to  the  locality  ceased  on  account 
of  the  strike.  On  October  15  the  supply 
of  anthracite  was  not  more  than  from  5  to 
7  per  cent  of  the  demand.  The  supply  is 
usually  obtained  from  mine  operators' 
agents  at  Buffalo.  Anthracite  is  used 
almost  entirely  as  a  heating  fuel  among 
householders,  wood  only  being  used  by  the 
very  poor.  Soft  coal  is  used  almost  exclu- 
sively for  manufacturing  purposes — a 
quality  usually  referred  to  as  'slack' 
being  employed.  Wood  is  also  largely 
used  by  manufacturers. 

With  regard  to  effects  of  the  supply,  few 
people  purchased  anthracite  after  the  price 
went  above  $8,  many  purchasing  soft  coal 
instead.  Little  embarrassment  was  caused 
as  the  weather  was  favourable.  Dealers 
sold  to  regular  customers  in  small  quanti- 
ties,   and    quoted   high   figures    to    others. 


Public  institutions,  with  the  exception  of 
the  churches,  had  a  large  supply  on  hand. 
Manufacturing  establishments  were  in  no 
wise  inconvenienced  and  none  had  to  close 
their  plants.  Similarly  there  was  no  dis- 
tress .among  the  poor,  and  no  cases  of  loss 
of  employment  reported  as  a  result  of  the 
strike.  The  very  poor  in  Ottawa  burn 
mill  wood.  More  wood  than  usual  has 
been  used,  and  also  some  peat.  A  slight 
increase  in  the  sale  of  gas  and  oil  stoves 
was  noticeable.  Prices  of  general  commo- 
dities were  not  advanced.  Wood  went 
from  $5  to  $8,  $10  and  $13  per  cord  in 
some  instances.  There  was  no  stated 
price ;  all  prices  were  demanded  in  the  wood 
market  by  the  farmers,  and  were  paid. 
Board  and  lodging  prices  were  not  affected. 

The  civic  relief  officer  (or  Commissioner 
of  Charities  and  Corrections)  was  sent  into 
the  country  to  purchase  wood,  and  secured 
a  considerable  quantity,  which  was  used  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  poor.  The  city 
council  purchased  1,000  tons  of  soft  coal 
from  two  local  dealers  at  $8  per  ton,  on 
condition  that  they  would  sell  it  at  cost. 
The  city  charged  $8.75  per  ton,  adding  to 
the  $8,  25  cents  per  ton  for  screening,  and 
50  cents  for  delivery.  Since  the  city  be- 
gan to  sell  at  $8,  the  dealers  dropped  to 
$8  the  city  then  dropped  to  $7.50,  when  the 
dealers  threatened  the  city  with  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  from  selling  coal  as 
it  was  illegal,  the  city  then  notified  the 
two  dealers  that  the  balance  of  the  1,000 
tons  not  yet  taken  would  not  be  sold.  The 
city  council  purchased  Welsh  anthracite, 
Nova  Scotia  soft  coal  and  wood  to  the 
value  of  $54,100.  Fuel  being  retailed  at 
actual  cost.  Welsh  coal  $12  a  ton.  Wood 
various  prices  according  to  purchase  price. 

Kingston,  Ont. 

Mr.  W.  Kelly,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

The  amount  of  anthracite  and  soft  coal 
at  present  available  here  would  seem  to  be 
sufficient  for  the  balance  of  the  year  1902. 
The  dealers  usually  get  their  supply  from 
the  mines  involved  in  the  recent  strike,  and 
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the  soft  coal  mines  in  the  United  States,  As  to  methods  proposed  to  meet  the  situ- 

vid  Oswego,  Charlotte,  Rochester,  &c.    An-  ation,   a   special    committee    of    the    city 

thracite  coal  is  not  generally  used  by  manu-  council,  headed  by  the  mayor,  was  appoint- 

facturing  concerns,  soft  coal  chiefly  being  ed  to  make  researches  and  propose  methods, 

employed.     For  general  purposes  of    heat-  Their  efforts  have  largely  been  confined  to 

ing  hard  coal  is,  however,  chiefly  used.  securing  a  number  of  options  on  a  large 

The  recent  difficulty  had  the    effect    of  SUPP^  of  various  kinds  of  wood  at  reason- 

nearly  doubling  prices  for  such  amounts  able  fiSures>  and  sPecial  frei^ht  and  other 

as   were  purchased.     During  the   continu-  rates  f  or  handling.     In  this  they  have  been 

ance  of  the  strike,  however,  these  were  not  eminently  successful.     Some  attention  has 

extensive.    Individuals  have  not  been  em-  also  been  Slven  lookmS  to  a  coal  suPPly, 

barrassed  to  any  extent,  and  about  the  only  but   as  ^et   has   not  taken   definite  shaPe- 

public  institution  to  suffer  from  the  situa-  The  finance  committee   of    the    Board  of 

tion  was  the  Y.M.C.A.     The  civic  authori-  Education  purchased  three  hundred  tons  at 

ties  use  wood  very  largely,  and  the  Board  a    fair    Price'     Private    individuals     have 

of  Education  secured  a  good  supply  early  lar^ely  been  content  to  await  developments; 

in  the  season  at  a  slight  advance  over  last  some  few  Paid  the  advance  figures,  but  of 

year's  prices.     Very  little,  if  any,  embar-  these  some  have  recently  received  a  rebate 

rassment  has  been  felt  by  manufacturing  on  tne  prices  paid. 

firms.  None  have  had  to  close  on  account  The  outlook  for  the  future  is  now  hope- 
of  the  lack  or  price  of  fuel.  ful,  and  it  is  not  felt  that  any  serious  re- 
Transportation  has  been  slightly  retard-  sults  wil1  follow-  Without  any  certainty 
ed  by  the  situation,  but  promises  to  be  very  {t  is  expected  that  anthracite  coal  will  soon 
brisk  for  the  balance  of  the  year.  There  be  sold  at  or  about  $7  per  ton,  and  soft 
has  not  been  any  positive  evidence  of  dis-  coal  at  a  corresponding  proportionate  fig- 
tress  or  suffering  among  the  poor.  The  ure>  according  to  its  use  and  value, 
season  having  been  favourable  in  this  par-  "Belleville  Out 
ticular.     None  have   been   thrown  out    of 

employment  through  lack  of  a  supply  or  the  Mr-  W-  &    Macdiarmid,    Correspondent, 

price  of  coal.     The  increased  price  caused  reports  as  follows : 

more  wood  to  be  used  than  usual,  gas  has  Belleville  and  vicinity  has  not  suffered 
also  been  somewhat  more  largely  used;  as  from  the  Pennsylvania  coal  strike;  so  far 
a  consequence  one  local  firm  commenced  as  the  supply  of  coal  is  concerned,  this  city 
to  manufacture  and  offer  for  sale  asbestos  is  very  favourably  situated.  The  coal  deal- 
logs  soaked  in  coal  oil,  to  be  used  for  cook-  ers  get  their  commodity  from  Oswego  by 
ing  chiefly,  but  the  sales  have  not  been  schooners,  and  as  early  in  the  spring  as 
large  to  date.  The  business  in  stoves  has  navigation  permits,  the  coal  is  brought  in. 
not  been  much  affected.  Many  of  the  dealers  had  a  considerable 
Wood  is  about  the  only  commodity  af-  amount  of  coal  left  over  from  last  year, 
fected  by  the  rise  in  the  price  of  coal.  The  and  wnen  the  strike  came  on  they  had 
price  of  wood  was  very  largely  increased,  nearly  all  their  supply  on  hand.  One 
a  third  or  nearly  half  as  much  again  as  dealer  has  shipped  about  300  tons  out  of 
usual  being  asked.  Stoves  and  gas  were  the  city,  receiving  $10  a  ton  for  it.  The 
not  affected  to  any  extent.  The  price  of  coal  was  sold  in  June  at  $6.50  a  ton.  In 
board  and  lodging,  similarly,  has  not  been  July  coal  went  up  to  $7  a  ton,  and  on  Oc- 
affected.  There  has  been  a  general  move-  tober  1  three  of  the  dealers  raised  their  coal 
ment  looking  to  speculation  in  wood  on  ac-  to  $8  a  ton.  The  other  dealers  refused  to 
count  of  the  increased  profit,  and  holders  ioin  them,  and  continued  selling  at  $7  a 
of  timber  or  wood  lands  have  slightly  in-  in- 
creased the  prices.     This  is  about  the  only  There  is  no  fear  of  a  famine,  and  the 

economic  effect  perceptible.  public  will  not  be  inconvenienced  in  any 
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way.  There  is  an  abundance  of  wood  of 
all  kinds  in  this  county;  the  best  hard 
maple  wood  sells  for  $5  a  cord,  the  same  as 
last  year's  price. 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

There  is  practically  no  anthracite  at 
present  in  Toronto.  Plenty  of  soft  coal, 
however,  may  be  obtained,  but  at  a  high 
price.  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  are  the 
leading  sources  of  supply.  Anthracite 
coal  is  generally  used  for  domestic  and 
heating  purposes.  For  manufacturing  bi- 
tuminous coal  is  used  exclusively. 

The  effect  of  the  limited  supply  has  been 
to  increase  prices  of  soft  coal  very  mate- 
rially; anthracite  for  some  weeks  has  been 
for  the  great  body  of  consumers  unobtain- 
able at  any  price.  In  a  few  instances 
those  having  contracts  or  people  willing  to 
pay  famine  prices  have  managed  to  get  a 
little.  So  far  as  bituminous  coal  is  con- 
cerned there  has  been  no  embarrassment, 
excepting  that  arising  from  increased 
prices  and  the  temporary  delay  caused  by 
a  panic  and  rush  of  orders  which  could 
not  be  immediately  filled.  No  factories 
of  importance  have  been  closed,  some  of 
the  smaller  industries  may  have  been  tem- 
porarily affected.  Transportation  also  has 
been  affected.  Large  numbers  of  poor 
people  have  applied  to  city  authorities  for 
fuel,  but  no  cases  of  loss  of  employment 
through  the  strike  have  been  reported. 
Many  people  are  burning  wood.  Children 
and  others  are  to  be  seen  collecting  chips 
and  old  boards,  &c,  where  buildings  are 
being  erected,  or  torn  down  old  fences  or 
sidewalks  carried  away.  A  number  of 
block  pavements  are  being  replaced  by 
asphalt  and  the  old  blocks  are  allowed  to 
be  taken  for  fuel.  The  dumps  are  eagerly 
searched  for  cinders  and  fragments  of 
wood.  There  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  use  of  gas  and  oil  stoves, 
while  the  sale  of  coal  stoves  has  fallen  off. 
Cordwood  and  coke  have  considerably  in- 
creased in  price,  and  there  has  been  a  gen- 


eral increase  in  the  rates  of  lodging  and 
the  rent  of  heated  rooms. 

As  to  the  methods  proposed  to  meet  the 
situation,  the  city  has  established  muni- 
cipal fuel  yards,  and  ordered  coal  and 
wood  to  the  amount  of  upwards  of  $90,000 ; 
not  more  than  one  cord  of  wood  will  be  de- 
livered to  any  one  family  at  a  time.  The 
prices  for  small  quantities  will  be  in  the 
same  proportion  as  those  for  larger  orders. 
No  special  action  by  societies  has  been  re- 
ported. A  great  variety  of  plans  and  pro- 
positions have  been  formulated  principally 
looking  to  municipal  action.  The  use  of 
peat  has  many  advocates,  there  appears  to 
be  none  actually  in  the  market,  orders  to 
some  extent  were  taken  by  one  party  who 
expected  to  receive  a  supply,  but  he  was 
unable  to  obtain  it.  There  appears  to  be  a 
strong  feeling  in  favour  of  permanent  mu- 
nicipal coal  and  wood  yards.  The  pros- 
pects are  for  a  gradual  subsidence  of  prices 
owing  to  the  resumption  of  work  in  the 
anthracite  fields,  and  the  prospects  of  a 
supply  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks.  The 
crisis  has  given  a  strong  impetus  to  the 
demand  for  either  public  ownership  or 
strict  control  of  the  sources  of  fuel  and  the 
railways. 

Hamilton,  Ont. 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

The  price  of  coal  up  to  about  July  15 
was  $6  per  ton  for  hard  and  $5.50  for  soft 
coal  (best  quality).  After  that  date  hard 
coal  went  up  to  $6.50,  and  remained  at  that 
price  for  about  two  weeks,  when  it  went  up 
to  $7  per  ton,  soft  coal  also  going  up  from 
$5.50  to  $6.50.  Up  to  this  time  many  of 
the  dealers  who  had  booked  orders  for  cus- 
tomers previous  to  July  15  filled  their  or- 
ders at  $6.  About  the  middle  of  August 
the  price  of  coal  raised  with  different  deal- 
ers; those  who  had  a  goodly  supply  sold 
in  some  instances  for  less  than  others,  but 
as  high  as  from  $10  to  $13  per  ton  was 
paid  in  the  city  for  hard  coal.  Soft  coal 
then  went  up  to  $8,  when  the  coal  situa-  j 
tion  became  serious. 
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A  special  meeting  of  the  city  council 
was  then  called,  and  it  was  decided  to  pur- 
chase 5,000  tons  of  Welsh  and  Nova  Sco- 
tia coal,  and  negotiations  were  at  once  set 
on  foot  to  secure  prices.  Soft  coal  then 
rose  to  $10,  and  hard  coal,  it  was  said, 
could  no  longer  be  secured  at  any  price. 
The  city  charity  commissioner  was  de- 
spatched north  by  the  mayor  to  secure  a 
supply  of  wood.  Several  car  loads  were 
secured,  and  good  hard  wood  was  sold  to 
residents  at  $6.50  per  cord.  A  number  of  car 
loads  of  fine  slabs  were  donated  by  the 
Brennen  Manufacturing  Co.  The  mayor 
called  a  representative  meeting  of  council- 
lors, business  men  and  coal  dealers  to  dis- 
cuss the  situation,  and  when  the  coal  deal- 
ers saw  the  trend  of  the  meeting,  that  coal 
was  about  to  be  secured  from  other  sources, 
two  leading  dealers  present  said  they  had 
lots  of  coal  and  would  sell  the  city  500 
tons  each,  making  1,000  tons,  at  $8  per 
ton,  providing  they  sold  it  in  small  quanti- 
ties and  at  cost.  At  a  subsequent  special 
meeting  of  the  city  council,  the  offer  of 
Messrs.  Miles  &  Eogers  to  supply  500  tons 
of  soft  coal  each,  at  $8  per  ton,  was  ac- 
cepted. The  dealers  at  once  delivered  some 
300  tons,  which  the  city  sold,  through  the 
city  clerk  at  the  waterworks  yard,  at  $8.75 
per  ton,  which  was  at  cost,  $8  for  coal,  25 
cents  per  ton  for  screening  and  50  cents  for 
delivery.  The  dealers  still  sold  theirs  at 
$10  per  ton;  in  a  few  days  the  dealers 
dropped  their  price  to  $8.75.  Then  the 
mayor  dropped  the  price  to  $8,  the  dealers 
dropped  to  $8,  then  the  mayor  dropped  to 
$7.50,  then  the  dealers  threatened  the  city 
with  an  injunction  to  restrain  them  from 
gcing  into  the  fuel  business.  At  this 
point,  the  city  refused  to  accept  the  bal- 
ance of  the  1,000  tons  of  coal.  One  of  the 
dealers  has  issued  writs  against  the  alder- 
men who  were  present  at  the  special  coun- 
cil meeting,  for  breach  of  contract  in  re- 
fusing to  take  the  balance  of  the  coal.  The 
city  will  defend  the  suit  on  the  ground 
that  the  coal  was  not  delivered  according 
to  the  contract,  as  it  was  several  days  late, 
as  well  as  that  the  council  meeting  was 
held  on  Sunday,  which  makes  all  business 
5i 


I 


done  illegal.  In  the  meantime,  at  the  end 
of  the  month,  the  city  is  selling  the  balance 
of  the  coal  at  $7  per  ton,  and  good  wood 
at  $6.50.  The  Toronto,  Hamilton  and 
Buffalo  Railway  Co.  sold  all  of  their  em- 
ployees soft  coal  during  the  month  at  $4 
per  ton. 

Brantford,  Ont. 

Mr.  J.  O.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

Dealers  report  that  they  have  practically 
no  anthracite  coal  on  hand,  the  supply  of 
soft  coal,  however,  being  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. The  supply  is  usually  derived  from 
Buffalo,  the  anthracite  being  mined  in 
Pennsylvania;  the  soft  coal  comes  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  by  way  of  Buffalo 
or  Detroit.  Anthracite  coal  is  used  in 
nearly  every  house  in  the  city  during  the 
cold  weather,  and  by  many  during  the  en- 
tire year.  In  the  rural  districts  many  use 
anthracite  coal  during  the  winter.  In 
manufacturing  (with  the  exception  of 
bakers  and  confectioners)  soft  coal  is  used 
in  nearly  all  the  factories.  A  few,  how- 
ever, have  enough  waste  material,  as  shav- 
ings, saw-dust,  &c,  and  are  not  dependent 
upon  coal  at  all. 

The  price  of  anthracite  coal  has  nearly 
trebled  since  May,  and  the  price  of  soft 
coal  had  advanced  about  one-third.  Many 
were  forced  to  purchase  wood  stoves,  gas 
and  coal  oil  heating  appliances,  some  quit 
work  and  went  in  search  of  wood,  which 
they  could  only  secure  at  very  high  prices. 

The  embarrassment  has  not  been  great, 
however,  the  warm  weather  for  this  season 
enabling  our  public  institutions  to  get 
along  with  the  small  amount  of  fuel  they 
had  on  hand.  In  some  of  the  schools  the 
furnace  grates  were  changed  so  as  to  en- 
able the  using  of  soft  coal.  Bakers  and 
confectioners  were  the  only  manufacturing 
institutions  that  were  embarrassed,  no  fac- 
tories have  had  to  close.  Transportation 
has  not  been  affected,  and  there  has  been 
no  evidence  of  positive  distress  or  suffer- 
ing in  this  locality  among  the  poor,  due  to 
the   mild   weather   and   the   action   of   the 
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city  council  in  securing  wood.  There  are 
no  cases  of  want  of  employment  owing  to 
the  non-supply  of  coal  in  factories.  Wood, 
peat,  gas  and  coal  oil  were  more  freely 
used;  some  used  bricks  previously  soaked 
in  coal  oil.  The  demand  for  wood  stoves 
was  exceptionally  great. 

The  price  of  wood  nearly  doubled,  peat 
advanced  $1  per  ton.  Gas  for  domestic 
purposes  advanced,  and  the  demand  for 
second-hand  stoves  caused  an  advance  in 
that  line.  For  new  stoves  the  prices  re- 
mained the  same.  The  price  of  board  and 
lodging  has  been  raised  by  a  number  25 
cents  and  50  cents  per  week. 

Early  in  October  the  city  council  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  purchase  fuel,  and 
a  public  meeting  held  a  few  days  later  ra- 
tified their  action.  They  were  immedi- 
ately despatched  in  search  of  wood,  a  quan- 
tity of  which  was  secured  with  difficulty. 
Two  municipal  fuel  yards  were  established, 
from  which  a  quantity  of  wood  has  been 
delivered.  No  societies  have  taken  action 
in  regard  to  the  situation.  Many  sug- 
gested sending  to  Nova  Scotia;  the  idea 
is  not  popular,  as  the  cost  to  the  consumer 
would  be  too  great  for  the  average  citizen. 
The  course  pursued  by  the  city  council  is 
approved  by  the  majority.  The  enacting 
of  legislation  permitting  municipalities  to 
establish  fuel  yards,  if  they  desire  to  do 
so,  is  freely  suggested,  and  many  are  in 
favour  of  the  Dominion  government  ex- 
ploring for  anthracite  coal  in  different 
parts  of  the  Dominion.  It  is  expected 
that  high  prices  will  prevail  all  winter, 
with  a  slight  modification  about  Christmas. 

Guelph,  Ont. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

There  is  no  hard  coal,  and  only  a  small 
quantity  of  soft  coal  in  the  hands  of  local 
dealers.  Some  factories  have  enough  soft 
coal  to  last  from  two  to  three  months, 
others  are  beginning  to  run  short;  stocks 
of  soft  coal  for  steam  purposes  are  much 
lower  than  is  customary.  All  coal  (both 
hard  and  soft)  used  here  comes  from   the 


American  coal  fields.  Hard  coal  is  used 
for  making  illuminating  gas  and  for  house- 
hold heating,  also  for  use  in  furnaces,  both 
in  private  houses  and  schools,  churches, 
&c.  Soft  coal  is  used  almost  entirely  for 
steam  purposes,  also  in  small  quantities  for 
heating  iron  in  manufacturing,  and  for 
heating  purposes  by  burning  in  open  fire- 
places; wood  is  used  to  some  extent  for 
cooking,  but  houses  are  generally  warmed 
by  coal  fires. 

About  a  month  ago  dealers  had  a  limited 
supply  of  hard  coal  on  hand,  which  they 
sold  only  to  regular  customers,  in  quarter 
and  half -ton  lots,  at  $7  per  ton,  which  is 
about  $1  per  ton  above  regular  rates.  The 
supply  is  now  exhausted;  small  quantities 
of  soft  coal  have  been  sold  to  be  used  in 
coal  cooking  stoves  at  from  $7.30  a  ton  up. 
Owing  to  the  mild  weather,  as  yet  no  great 
individual  embarrassment  has  resulted,  ex- 
cepting through  advanced  prices.  This 
applies  also  to  the  heating  of  public  insti- 
tutions, &c.  Cold  weather  would  soon  use 
up  the  small  stock  of  coal  that  public  in- 
stitutions, &c,  have  now  on  hand.  Stocks 
on  hand  of  soft  coal  are  comparatively 
small,  especially  for  the  season  of  the  year, 
summer  freights  being  lower,  considerable 
scft  coal  is  usually  on  hand  in  the  fall. 
The  chief  embarrassment  is  the  present 
high  prices  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  or- 
ders filled,  rather  than  that  the  local  sup- 
ply is  entirely  exhausted.  Owing  to  wood 
being  used  for  cooking  purposes,  and  the 
absence  of  severe  cold  weather,  there  has 
as  yet  been  no  positive  distress  from  lack 
of  fuel,  but  rather  c  concern  over  the  high 
prices  of  both  coal  and  wood,  and  the  prob- 
ability that  the  price  will  continue  high  all 
winter. 

Numbers  of  people  use  gas  ranges  for 
summer  cooking,  especially  where  there  is 
a  furnace  in  the  house,  and  these  have  gen-, 
erally  continued  to  use  them  for  cooking 
to  a  much  later  period  than  usual.  Gas  for 
cooking  is  supplied  at  $1  per  thousand  feet 
net,  while  illuminating  gas  cost  $1.80  cents 
per  thousand  feet  net.  The  Gas  Company 
has  intimated  a  raise  in  price  of  gas  fo] 
cooking  purposes,  if  hard  coal    does    no' 
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soon  come  down  to  normal  prices.  Many 
people  are  putting  small  wood  stoves  in  sit- 
ting rooms  in  place  of  coal  stoves,  for  the 
time  being.  Wood,  however,  that  sold  last 
year  at  about  $6  a  cord,  cut  and  split,  now 
sells  at  $8  a  cord.  No  changes  in  prices 
for  board  or  lodging  are  reported. 

On  petition  of  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Council,  the  city  council  appointed  a  spe- 
cial committee  to  work  along  similar  lines 
to  those  adopted  by  the  Toronto  city  coun- 
cil and  other  bodies,  but  the  committee,  be- 
ing late  in  the  field,  found  prices  very 
high  and  a  general  difficulty  in  securing 
any  quantity  of  fuel.  The  men  in  several 
factories  delegated  representatives  from 
among  themselves  to  go  about  one  -hun- 
dred miles  north  toward  Georgian  Bay  and 
the  Bruce  peninsula,  to  try  and  obtain  a 
supply  of  wood,  the  representatives  being 
given  a  list  of  how  much  each  man  con- 
cerned would  want  and  the  price  that  was 
thought  to  be  fair.  This  is  the  plan  that 
many  private  parties  have  had  in  view,  but 
the  main  difficulty  is  the  uncertainty  of 
getting  cars  to  transport  the  wood.  The 
general  opinion  is  that  coal  will  be  very 
scarce  until  about  the  new  year,  and  that 
prices  will  be  considerably  higher  than 
usual  all  winter.  Also  that  large  quanti- 
ties of  wood,  at  the  highest  prices  ever 
known  here,  will  be  used  this  winter  for 
both  heating  and  cooking  in  private  resi- 
dences. 

Stratford,  Ont. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

There  is  no  anthracite  offered  for  sale 
at  all  in  this  city,  and  there  has  been  none 
received,  with  the  exception  of  one  car-load, 
since  August  1.  Soft  coal  to  the  extent 
of  one-fourth  of  what  is  required  is  all 
that  is  obtainable.  Hard  coal  is  obtained 
from  Pennsylvania,  soft  coal  is  supplied 
from  Michigan  and  Ohio  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, mostly  from  the  latter  state, 
through  dealers  at  Buffalo  and  Detroit. 
Hard  coal  is  not  used  here  for  manufac- 
turing, soft  coal  being  almost  entirely 
used  for  this  purpose.     For  heating  about 


three-fourths  of  the  people  use  hard  or  an- 
thracite coal.  The  effect  of  the  limited 
supply  was  that  the  price  of  anthracite 
rose  from  $7  per  ton  to  $8,  but  none  at  all 
was  to  be  had  after  August  1.  Soft  coal 
rose  from  $5  per  ton  to  $9,  at  which  it  is 
now  selling. 

On  account  of  the  weather  keeping  so 
mild,  it  cannot  be  said  that  much  embar- 
rassment has  been  caused,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  that  caused  by  changing  from  burn- 
ing hard  coal  to  wood  and  soft  coal,  and 
the  trouble  of  hunting  about  the  country 
for  a  wood  supply.  Manufacturers  have 
had  sufficient  fuel  in  stock  to  keep  them 
all  from  embarrassment  to  date,  the  same 
may  be  said  of  schools,  churches,  and  pub- 
lic institutions.  One  factory  closed  down 
for  part  of  one  day,  but  wood  was  obtained 
next  day.  Transportation  has  not  been 
affected  at  all  as  far  as  the  general  public 
can  see.  No  evidence  of  suffering  or  dis- 
tress has  yet  been  noticed,  and  no  cases  of 
non-employment  have  arisen  through  lack 
of  fuel.  Peat  has  been  tried  with  varying 
success,  some  being  quite  willing  to  use  it, 
others  declaring  it  to  be  a  failure,  but  the 
supply  was  entirely  inadequate  to  the  de- 
mand. Soft  coal  is  being  used  largely  in 
cooking  stoves,  but  is  considered  a  poor 
substitute,  wood  is  also  being  burnt,  but 
prices  have  risen  about  40  per  cent  since 
the  strike.  Not  many  have  tried  gas  in 
this  locality.  Wood  has  risen  about  40  per 
cent,  and  peat  about  90  per  cent,  gas  re- 
mains about  the  same,  soft  coal  rose  about 
80  per  cent,  board  has  not  been  raised  yet, 
though  there  is  talk  of  this  being  done 
shortly.  Many  have  chopped  down  shade 
trees  which  were  on  their  premises,  some 
farmers  are  selling  their  rail  fences,  now 
that  a  good  figure  can  be  obtained,  and  are 
replacing  them  with  wire  fences. 

As  to  methods  proposed  to  meet  the  situ- 
ation, the  city  council  has  decided  to  cut 
down  trees  from  the  park  to  prevent  dis- 
tress among  the  poor.  The  Board  of 
Trade  has  formed  a  syndicate  and  sent  out 
agents  to  purchase  wood,  which  will  be  dis- 
tributed from  one  of  the  city  wood  yards 
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at  cost  to  the  citizens,  the  local  wood  mer- 
chants having  been  unable  to  supply  the 
demand  made  upon  them  for  wood.  The 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  employees,  number- 
ing 800,  have  sent  an  agent  250  miles  north 
of  here  to  purchase  wood;  about  300  cords 
have  been  secured  thus  far.  The  Grand 
Trunk  Company  has  also  arranged  to 
supply  each  employee  with  one  ton  of  soft 
coal  at  cost  price. 

The  thinning  of  shade  trees  and  the 
necessity  of  government  control  of  the 
supply  of  coal  are  being  greatly  discussed 
at  present. 

London,  Ont. 

Mr.  Alex.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

The  amount  of  anthracite  ^oal  con- 
sumed in  this  city  in  a  year  averages  about 
60,000  tons,  and  of  soft  coal  about  the  same 
quantity  is  burned.  At  present  there  are 
about  200  tons  of  hard  coal,  which  cannot 
be  bought  except  in  cases  of  absolute  need 
or  sickness.  Of  soft  coal  there  is  some- 
what in  the  neighbourhood  of  1,000  tons 
'  in  the  city.  The  anthracite  used  in  this 
locality  all  comes  from  the  Pennsylvania 
coal  fields,  and  is  bought  through  agencies 
in  Buffalo.  The  soft  coal  comes  from  Ohio 
and  Virginia,  and  is  bought  through  ag3n- 
cies  in  Detroit  and  Toledo.  Anthracite 
coal  is  used  almost  exclusively  for  heating 
purposes  during  the  winter  months,  but  is 
also  used  largely  in  the  iron  and  metal 
trades,  because  of  the  clean  fire  which  it 
gives,  such  as  for  heating  bolts,  rivets, 
boiler  making  and  all  kinds  of  moulding; 
also  in  the  confectionery  and  biscuit  fac- 
tories for  baking  purposes.  Soft  coal  is 
used  almost  exclusively  by  manufacturing 
concerns  for  steam  purposes.  A  better 
class  of  soft  coal  for  domestic  purposes  is 
used  to  a  certain  extent  in  house  furnaces 
and  ranges. 

The  limited  supply  of  coal  has  had  the 
effect  of  more  than  doubling  the  price, 
as  high  as  $15  being  paid  for  a  ton.  Three- 
quarters  of  the  citizens  are  without  coal 
of  any  kind  for  house  purposes,  and  can- 


not buy  it,  the  little  that  is  left  being  kept 
for  the  needy  and  for  the  use  of  manufac- 
turing concerns  which  are  dependent  upon 
it.  The  city  council  neglected  to  make 
their  usual  contracts  for  coal  for  civic 
buildings  this  year  and  have  none  on  hand. 
They  have  330  tons,  for  filtration  purposes 
at  the  city  sewer  farm,  and  have  decided 
to  use  that  for  heating  the  civic  buildings. 
The  school  board,  churches  and  other  pub- 
lic institutions  have  enough  coal  on  hand 
to  last  until  Christmas.  Manufacturing 
concerns  have  all  had  enough  coal  to  keep 
them  going,  although  some  have  had  to 
substitute  soft  for  hard.  No  factories  have 
had  to  close  down.  The  situation  has  had 
no  effect  on  transportation,  and  no  dfstress 
or  suffering  has  been  reported  among  the 
poor,  the  weather  not  yet  having  been  very 
cold.  For  domestic  purposes  wood  has 
taken  the  place  of  coal  almost  entirely, 
twice  the  amount  of  wood  being  used  to 
what  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  All 
new  and  second-hand  box  wood  stoves  held 
by  the  dealers  have  been  sold.  Small  coal 
ol!  heating  stoves  have  been  used  by  some. 
Wood  stoves  of  all  kinds  have  in  conse- 
quence raised  in  price  an  average  of  $1 
all  round.  Hard  wood  has  raised  from  $6 
to  $8  and  $8.50  per  cord,  and  soft  wood 
from  $5  to  $6  per  cord.  A  difficulty  has 
been  experienced  by  the  dealers  in  procur- 
ing wood,  owing  to  the  farmers  taking  ad- 
vsntage  of  the  situation  and  holding  out 
for  higher  prices;  also  dealers  from  De- 
troit and  Port  Huron  have  buyers  west  of 
here  on  the  Grand  Trunk,  M.C.E.  and  L.E. 
&  D.R.R.  buying  up  the  wood  at  higher 
prices  than  the  local  dealers  can  offer.  A 
local  firm  has  put  on  the  market  a  cheap 
sheet  iron  wood  stove,  which  will  last  about 
two  seasons,  and  it  has  found  a  ready  sale. 
The  brickmakers  are  holding  off  the  burn- 
ing of  their  last  kiln  of  bricks  until  the 
price  of  wood  drops. 

With  regard  to  method^.proposed  to  meet 
the  situation,  the  city  council  has  gone  into 
the  wood-yard  business,  having  appropri- 
ated $10,000  for  that  purpose,  and  appoint- 
ed a  committee  from  the  council  to  look 
after  it.     On  October  20  they  started  sell- 
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ing  hard  and  soft  coal  in  half -ton  lots  to 
those  families  where  there  is  sickness  or 
urgent  need  of  it,  at  the  following  prices: 
Hocking  Valley  lump,  $7  per  ton ;  domestic 
lump,  screened,  $6  per  ton;  anthracite,  $10 
per  ton.  They  will  commence  selling  wood 
about  October  25,  but  have  not  yet  fixed 
the  price.  This  arrangement  will  remain 
in  force  until  the  dealers  can  meet  the 
situation.  A  reduction  of  twenty-five  per 
cent  has  been  secured  from  the  G.T.R.  on 
all  wood  hauled  for  this  purpose.  Quite  a 
number  of  firms  have  arranged  to  procure 
a  supply  of  wood  for  their  employees  at 
cost  prices,  their  travellers  buying  it  in 
car  lots  throughout  the  country.  The  deal- 
ers expect  to  have  coal  enough  to  supply 
the  demand  about  the  first  of  December. 

St.  Thomas,  Ont. 

Mr.  Albert  Roberts,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

About  half  the  winter  supply  of  anthra- 
cite is  now  in  stock,  and  plenty  of  soft  coal 
foi  present  use  is  also  to  be  had.  Penn- 
sylvania and  Ohio  mines  furnish  the  coal 
purchased  by  the  coal  dealers.  Anthracite 
is  used  very  largely  in  this  district  for  all 
heating  purposes,  but  is  not  used  for  manu- 
facturing. Soft  coal  is  used  principally 
for  the  railways  and  for  making  gas,  and 
such  industries  as  flour  mills,  foundry 
works,  pumping  stations  and  smaller  steam 
plants.  Two  large  public  schools  are  also 
heated  by  soft  coal.  Woodworking  indus- 
tries use  their  own  waste  material  for  fuel. 

As  a  result  of  the  recent  limited  supply 
coal  has  almost  doubled  in  price,  though 
there  has  been  no  particular  embarrass- 
ment felt,  ample  fuel  having  been  obtain- 
able at  advanced  prices,  manufacturing 
also  has  not  been  embarrassed;  and  trans- 
portation has  been  effected  only  in  that  less 
coal  has  been  moving. 

There  has  been  no  cases  of  distress  re- 
ported, and  no  delay  in  factories  owing  to 
scarcity  of  fuel.  The  principal  substitute 
for  coal  being  used  is  wood,  which  has  been 
obtainable  at  double  the  usual  price.     Gas 


has  also  been  more  in  use  for  heating  at 
normal  prices.  As  a  result  more  wood  and 
gas  stoves  have  been  sold  than  usual.  The 
price  of  other  commoolities  has  not  raised 
perceptibly,  board,  however,  has  been 
raised  about  fifty  cents  per  week.  One  of 
the  economic  effects  of  the  coal  famine  has 
been  a  general  depression  in  the  retail 
business;  dealers  in  coal  heating  stoves  re- 
port large  stocks  unsold,  and  many  lines 
of  trade  feel  the  result. 

As  regards  methods  proposed  to  meet  the 
situation,  the  municipal  council  has  taken 
steps  to  secure  a  stock  of  wood  to  sell  to 
needy  citizens  at  cost. 

Chatham,  Out. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

There  is  no  anthracite  in  the  hands  of 
dealers  here.  There  is  a  fair  supply  of 
soft  coal,  but  at  a  very  high  price.  The 
chief  supply  in  this  locality  is  obtained 
from  Buffalo,  U.S.,  from  agents  of  Scran- 
ton  and  Lehigh  mines,  Pennsylvania.  Very 
little  anthracite  is  used  in  the  factories,  but 
it  is  very  generally  used  in  private  houses 
for  heating,  and  in  some  cases  for  cooking, 
soft  being  used  in  grates  in  many  houses 
for  heating  purposes. 

The  effect  of  the  coal  situation  has  been 
to  increase  the  price  of  soft  coal  by  a  very 
wide  margin.  Embarrassment  has  been 
caused  to  the  extent  that  very  few  have 
been  able  to  obtain  any  anthracite  coal  at 
all.  Schools,  churches  and  hospitals  have 
suffered  but  little,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
they  used  soft  coal  and  wood  chiefly,  and 
were  fortunate  in  purchasing  their  supplies 
before  June  last,  when  the  scarcity  began. 
No  factories  have  had  to  close  for  lack  of 
fuel;  the  woodworking  factories,  such  as 
planing  mills,  carriage  and  wagon  factories, 
and  fanning  mills,  have  used  the  shavings, 
saw  dust  and  refuse  wood  for  fuel.  The 
evaporating  factories  use  coke.  Bakeries 
and  confectioners  use  cordwood  and  coke. 
Transportation  also  has  not  been  materially 
affected.  There  are  no  evidences  of  dis- 
tress among  the  poor,  wood  being  used  for 
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fuel  by  them  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual. 
There  are  no  cases  of  want  of  employment 
owing  to  the  non-supply  of  coal  in  fac- 
tories. Wood,  coke  and  soft  coal  are  being 
largely  used  as  a  substitute  for  anthracite 
coal  for  heating  and  cooking  purposes.  The 
price  of  coke  has  risen  in  sympathy  with 
coal,  the  supply  not  being  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. Hardware  merchants  report  a  good 
demand  for  wood  stoves,  but  little  call  for 
coal  stoves.  There  is  no  advance  in  the 
price  of  new  stoves,  but  second-hand  deal- 
ers have  advanced  the  price  of  second-hand 
wood  stoves  considerably.  On  streets 
where  gas  mains  are  laid  many  people  have 
had  gas  stoves  put  in  for  cooking  purposes. 
The  price  and  scarcity  of  coal  has  had  the 
effect  of  increasing  the  price  of  wood  and 
ccke  at  least  25  per  cent;  gas  for  cooking 
remains  at  the  normal  price.  Price  of 
board  has  been  slightly  raised  in  conse- 
quence of  the  rise  in  price  of  coal  and  other 
fuel. 

The  city  council  has  large  quantities  of 
wood  in  different  parts  of  this  locality,  and 
shipped  in  to  be  supplied  at  cost  to  the  citi- 
zens who  may  require  it.  No  societies  have 
taken  any  action  in  regard  to  the  situation ; 
private  individuals  also  have  not  adopted 
any  methods  of  relief. 

Windsor,  Ont. 

Mr.  D.  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

No  trouble  has  been  experienced  here  for 
the  want  of  fuel.  Plenty  of  soft  coal  and 
wood,  and  a  very  good  supply  of  natural 
gas  are  to  be  had;  the  weather  has  been  fair, 
and  the  people  have  had  no  reason  to  com- 
plain. There  is  no  hard  coal  in  the  city, 
but  the  dealers  say  they  will  have  plenty  by 
the  time  it  is  needed. 

The  city  council  appointed  a  committee 
of  three  to  look  after  the  fuel  supply,  but 
there  was  nothing  done  in  the  matter. 

Winnipeg,  Man. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 


The  supply  of  coal  in  Winnipeg  is  only 
sufficient  to  meet  current  demands.  There 
is  practically  no  coal  in  store  for  consump- 
tion during  the  winter  months.  As  fast  as 
the  railway  companies  can  place  cars  at 
Winnipeg  the  dealers  unload  and  transfer 
the  contents  of  them  to  actual  consumers. 
The  stock  of  anthracite  at  Fort  William 
is  approximately  8,000  tons.  At  this  peri- 
od of  the  year  the  usual  amount  is  between 
35,000  and  40,000  tons.  The  average  con- 
sumption in  Winnipeg  alone  is  approxi- 
mately 30,000  to  35,000  tons,  and  outside 
points  are  supplied  through  Winnipeg 
dealers  to  the  extent  of  10,000  tons,  which 
is  usually  drawn  from  Fort  William 
stocks.  The  supply  of  anthracite  used 
here  is  derived  from  the  Pennsylvania 
fields,  and  the  bituminous  from  Lethbridge 
and  Souris.  Some  American  soft  coal  is 
used,  but  not  to  any  considerable  extent. 
Coal  from  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  is  being 
introduced  on  the  market  here  and  is 
meeting  with  favour.  At  present,  how- 
ever, there  is  none  available  for  immediate 
delivery.  Anthracite  is  used  solely  for 
heating  purposes.  Other  domestic  require- 
ments, such  as  cooking,  are  filled  by  soft 
coal.  The  Souris  grade  is  becoming  a 
factor  in  the  market  for  soft  coal.  It  sells 
for  little  more  than  half  the  price  of  other 
grades,  and  is  being  used  with  success  in 
stoves  fitted  with  special  grates. 

The  effects  of  the  limited  supply  are  ex- 
tensively felt.  There  has  been  no  material 
change  in  the  price  of  soft  coal,  but  an- 
thracite has  doubled  in  price.  Many  have 
substituted  soft  coal  for  heating  purposes 
where  anthracite  had  been  used  previously. 
As  grates  in  furnaces  are  generally  made 
for  hard  coal,  some  little  inconvenience  has 
been  caused  but  no  real  embarrassment. 
Public  bodies  and  manufacturing  concerns 
have  not  been  affected.  Transportation 
also  has  not  been  affected^  as  the  supply  of 
soft  coal  from  Canadian  mines  is  abun- 
dant. No  cases  of  suffering  or  loss  of  em- 
ployment have  been  reported.  As  regards 
substitutes,  the  use  of  wood  where  hither- 
to coal  has  been  used  has  been  increased 


November,  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


349 


slightly.  In  price  wood  has  advanced  from 
a  normal  price  of  approximately  $5  per 
cord  to  $6.50  and  $7  for  tamarack.  Many 
dealers,  however,  say  that  this  advance 
would  have  taken  place  irrespective  of  any 
influence  exerted  on  the  market  by  the 
shortage  of  anthracite  coal.  The  causes 
of  the  higher  prices  of  wood  are  shortage 
of  output  last  year  and  the  lack  of  trans- 
portation facilities  to  put  on  the  market 
stocks  in  the  bush.  Lack  of  snow  last  year 
also  interfered  with  the  moving  of  wood 
to  points  on  the  railway  from  which  ship- 
ment could  be  made.  While  the  demand 
for  special  stoves  for  burning  soft  coal  has 
been  manifest,  it  has  not  been  such  as  to 
affect  the  price.  There  has  been  no  change 
also  in  the  price  of  gas,  and  no  appreciable 
change  has  taken  place  in  the  price  of 
board  or  lodging.  An  advance  in  the 
price  of  rooms  has  taken  place,  but  this 
cannot  be  attributed  to  the  coal  situation. 
The  proper  testing  and  experimenting 
with  the  local  coal,  such  as  the  Sour  is,  has 
received  a  great  impetus  by  the  scarcity  of 
anthracite,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  the 
general  consumption  of  this  variety  will  in 
future  be  greater.  Stoves  are  being  made 
that  make  its  use  economical.  In  some 
parts  of  the  province  this  coal  is  used 
solely.  Up  to  the  present  not  more  than 
between  35,000  to  40,000  tons  have  been 
used  in  any  one  year. 

As  to  measures  taken  to  meet  the  situ- 
ation, the  question  of  the  advance  in  the 
price  of  fuel  was  discussed  by  the  city 
council,  but  no  action  was  taken.  A  large 
number  of  citizens,  fearing  a  scarcity,  took 
the  precaution  to  secure  a  stock  early  in 
the  season.  Many  are  buying  what  an- 
thracite they  can  secure.  No  anxiety  pre- 
vails, as  the  question  is  not  so  much  the 
lack  of  coal,  but  the  transportation  facili- 
ties to  land  Canadian  products  at  the  door 
of  the  consumer.  No  diminution  in  the 
price  of  coal  is  looked  for  this  season.  This 
has  reference  to  anthracite  only.  It  is  the 
impression,  however,  that  the  grain  block- 
ade will  be  over  at  the  close  of  navigation, 
when  the  transportation  companies  will  be 


able  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  miners 
a  sufficient  supply  of  cars. 

Brandon,  Man. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

The  coal  dealers  are  practically  out  of 
anthracite  coal  at  present,  the  stock  on 
hand,  which  was  carried  over  from  last 
year,  was  sold  some  time  ago  to  citizens 
who  were  fortunate  enough  to  secure  it  be- 
fore the  price  of  coal  advanced.  Anthra- 
cite coal  is  bought  at  Fort  William  from 
wholesale  dealers,  who  receive  their  supply 
by  boat  from  the  east.  Bituminous  or 
soft  coal  is  used  for  household  purposes; 
there  are  two  kinds,  Gait  coal  and  Sour  is. 
The  Gait  coal  comes  from  the  Gait  mines 
in  British  Columbia,  and  is  shipped  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  from  Leth- 
bridge.  This  coal  will  take  the  place  of  an- 
thracite coal  for  heating  and  domestic  pur- 
poses. There  may  be  some  difficulty  in 
securing  a  sufficient  supply  to  meet  the  de- 
mand, owing  to  the  long  distance  that  it 
has  to  be  hauled,  and  the  pressure  of  busi- 
ness on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

Anthracite  and  soft  coal  is  not  used  for 
manufacturing  purposes,  wood  usually  tak- 
ing their  place.  The  coal  being  used  for 
heating  purposes  only. 

Souris  coal  comes  from  the  mines  near 
Estevan,  about  160  miles  from  Brandon. 
This  coal  is  used  chiefly  by  poor  people, 
owing  to  the  cheapness  of  it.  This  coal 
will  burn  in  any  kind  of  stove  with  a  grate. 
It  is  used  extensively  for  household  pur- 
poses, and  can  be  used  for  heating  pur- 
poses when  suitable  stoves  are  in  use. 
Farmers  and  working  people  as  a  rule  use 
this  coal  instead  of  hard  coal. 

The  price  of  all  kinds  of  coal  and  fire- 
wood has  increased,  but  this  city  and  dis- 
trict will  not  suffer  as  much  as  some  places 
on  account  of  this  scarcity  of  hard  coal. 
Individuals  seem  to  feel  no  very  great  in- 
convenience in  securing  a  sufficient  supply 
of  some  kind  of  coal  suitable  for  house- 
hold purposes.     The  city  hospital  has  been 
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embarrassed  to  some  extent  in  not  having 
a  supply  of  hard  coal  for  heating  purposes. 
There  do  not  appear  to  be  complaints  from 
other  institutions  in  the  city.  The  pro- 
vincial asylum  made  its  contract  early  in 
the  season.  Manufactories  are  not  using 
coal  of  any  kind,  wood  slabs  and  saw-dust 
are  chiefly  used.  Transportation  has  not 
been  affected  so  far,  and  there  has  been  no 
evidence  as  yet  of  distress  or  suffering 
among  the  poor.  There  has  been  no  case 
also  of  want  of  employment.  Wood  and 
soft  coal  are  the  only  substitutes  used,  and 
no  changes  in  the  stoves  that  have  been  in 
use  are  reported.  With  the  exception  of 
wood  and  coal,  there  has  been  no  increase 
in  the  price  of  any  commodity.  The  price 
of  board  has  not  increased. 

Neither  the  municipality,  societies  nor 
individuals  have  taken  concerted  action  to 
deal  with  the  question.  The  outlook  for 
the  future  will  largely  depend  on  the  rail- 
ways bringing  a  supply  of  soft  coal  and 
wood  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
demand.  Our  source  of  supply  is  inex- 
haustible, with  the  exception  of  Sourtis 
coal;  wood  and  Gait  coal  have  to  be  hauled 
a  long  distance,  and  at  this  season  of  the 
year  the  railways  have  all  the  business  that 
they  can  attend  to. 

New  Westminster,  B.C. 

Mr.  George  Har -greaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

The  supply  of  soft  coal  is  sufficient  for 
the  demand  in  this  locality.  The  supply  is 
obtained  from  Vancouver  Island.  New 
Westminster  and  district  is  wholly  unaf- 
fected by  the  conditions  prevailing  in  the 
fuel  market  in  Eastern  Canada. 

Vancouver,  B.C. 

Mr.  George  Bartley,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  the  coal 
supply  of  Vancouver,  there  are  about  2,500 
tons  of  anthracite  consumed,  with  soft  coal 
to  the  extent  of  about  10,000  to  11,000  tons. 
In  addition  to  these  figures,  there  is  a  large 
quantity  of  soft  coal  and  coke  used  by  the 


foundries,  factories,  steamboats,  railways, 
&c,  in  and  tributary  to  Vancouver,  the 
exact  figures  of  which  are  impossible  to  ob- 
tain, but  are  conservatively  estimated  at 
225,000  tons,  of  which  the  C.P.R.  trains 
and  steamers  take  two-thirds.  A  reserve 
stock  of  anthracite  of  about  2,000  tons 
would  be  quite  sufficient  for  all  needs  until 
spring.  Anthracite  coal  is  not  used  at  all 
by  the  working  people.  There  is  an  un- 
limited supply  of  soft  coal  in  reserve  at  the 
mines  at  Ladysmith,  Comox  and  Nanaimo, 
all  of  which  places  are  on  Vancouver 
Island,  ranging  from  40  to  80  miles  dis- 
tance from  Vancouver  city.  Soft  coal  in 
Vancouver  would  be  much  cheaper  but  for 
the  fact  that  it  has  to  be  carried  by  rail 
from  the  mines  on  the  island  to  the  water 
front,  thence  transferred  to  vessels,  and 
carried  from  40  to  80  miles  to  this  city, 
and  then  unloaded.  So  many  handlings 
breaks  the  coal  up,  and  as  the  domestic  con- 
sumer buys  lump  (all  slack  being  elimin- 
ated), the  cost  is  about  twenty  per  cent 
higher  than  if  it  came  from  the  mines 
direct  to  the  consumer  without  being  tran- 
shipped, thereby  breaking  bulk.  The 
screening  process  at  the  coa\  breakers  here 
causes  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  lump 
coal  to  go  in  the  wash  heap,  and  dealers 
sell  this  for  $2  to  $2.50  per  ton  to  the  fac- 
tories. 

The  prices  of  coal  are  permanent  here, 
and  will  not  increase,  but  may  decrease, 
owing  to  improved  methods  in  mining  and 
handling.  There  is  the  further  fact  to  be 
considered  that  the  market  for  British 
Columbia  coal  on  the  railways  of  southern 
California  is  dropping  off  on  account  of 
the  locomotives  using  petroleum  for  fuel. 
As  there  are  several  soft  coal  collieries 
with  five  or  six  shafts  in  each,  closely  situ- 
ated to  the  city,  the  strike  in  Pennsylvania 
has  had  no  effect  here.  In  fact,  by  the  ex- 
porting of  cheaper  grades  of  soft  coal,  the 
average  price  to  consumers  has  been  re- 
duced. 

Victoria,  B.C. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven.  Correspond:^,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 
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No  anthracite  is  used  in  Victoria,  but 
an  abundant  supply  of  soft  coal  is  always 
to  be  had  from  Nanaimo,  Union,  Welling- 
ton and  Extension  (Vancouver  Island), 
and  a  small  portion  from  Roslyn  (Wash- 
ington, U.S.). 

The  strike  in  Pennsylvania  has  no  bear- 
ing on  this  locality.  .The  supply  of  coal 
on  hand  is  more  than  equal  to  the  demand, 
and  prices  are  normal. 

Nanaimo,  B.C. 

Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 


There  is  no  anthracite  used  in  this  lo- 
cality, and  there  are  no  coal  dealers.  The 
coal  used  here  is  bituminous,  and  is  sold 
only  at  the  pit  head  by  the  coal  company 
at  a  uniform  rate  of  $4  per  ton.  The  price 
has  been  unchanged  for  years.  In  regard 
to  the  market  for  this  coal,  it  is  mostly  all 
sold  in  California,  the  Pacific  coast  mar- 
ket being  supplied  by  coal  from  the  coast 
collieries,  British  Columbia  mines  and 
Australia.  The  eastern  coal  situation  has 
no  effect  whatever  on  conditions  in  this 
locality. 


IV.— PRICES  OF  ANTHRACITE  AND  BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  CANADA, 

1900,  1901,  1902. 


As  mentioned  in  the  introduction  to  the 
present  article,  the  Department  of  Labour, 
as  part  of  its  general  investigation  into  the 
effects  of  the  coal  strike  on  conditions  in 
Canada,  made  a  special  investigation  of 
prices  of  coal  in  the  Dominion.  The  sta- 
tistical tables  appearing  herewith  contain 
the  results  of  this  investigation,  the  figures 
therein  given  being  taken  from  the  official 
statements  obtained  by  the  department 
from  local  coal  dealers  in  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion  in  reply  to  its  requests  for  in- 
formation. 

In  the  statistical  tables  the  localities 
have  been  arranged  alphabetically  under 
the  respective  provinces  to  which  they  be- 
long, so  as  to  admit  of  ready  reference. 
The  names  of  firms  supplying  information 
have  not'  been  published,  but  where  more 
than  one  return  has  been  received  from  any 
one  locality  it  has  been  published  separate- 
ly. The  tables  also  include  the  returns 
made  by  the  special  correspondents  of  the 
Gazette  on  the  average  rates  prevailing  in 
their  respective  localities.  The  publica- 
tion of  the  returns  by  the  special  corre- 
spondents of  the   Gazette  being  in  italics 


will  help  to  distinguish  them  from  the  re- 
turns sent  in  by  local  dealers.  The  tables 
have  to  do  with  both  anthracite  and  bitu- 
minous coal,  and,  except  where  some  qual- 
ity is  especially  mentioned,  have  reference 
to  the  kind  and  grade  of  coal  in  most  gen- 
eral use. 

The  tables  have  been  so  arranged  as  to 
give  the  rates  current  month  by  month 
for  the  months  of  June,  July,  August,  Sep- 
tember and  October,  1900  and  1901,  and 
the  rates  current  on  the  first  and  fifteenth 
of  June,  July  and  August ;  on  the  first,  8th, 
and  15th  and  23rd  of  September,  and  on  the 
8th  and  15th  of  October,  1902.  This  ar- 
rangement, while  affording  opportunity  for 
a  comparison  of  prices  during  the  present 
year  with  those  of  the  two  previous  years, 
also  gives  opportunity  of  observing  the  rap- 
idity and  extent  of  the  recent  general  rise. 
Where,  in  the  statements  sents  in  to  the  de- 
partment details  have  been  given  indicat- 
ing the  supply  of  coal  held  by  local  dealers 
on  the  15th  of  October,  this  information 
has  been  given  in  a  supplementary  column 
under  the  heading  of  '  Supply  of  coal  on 
hand  October  15/ 
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PRICES  OF  ANTHRACITE  COAL  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE 


Locality  , 


Nova  Scotia— 
Antigonish. 
Bridgetown. 
Digby 


Hantsport . 
Halifax . .. . 
Halifax  . . . 


Maitland 

New  Glasgow  . 
North  Sydney. 
Port  Mulgrave 


Prince  Edward  Island- 
Gharlottetown 


New  Brunswick — 

St.  John , 

St.  John , 


Quebec — 

Aylmer 

Bluebonnets . 


Coteau  Landing. . 
Chambly  Canton. 

Farnham 

Hull 

Hull 

Montreal . 

Montreal 


I! 
II 


'"Quebec 

Quebec . 

Sherbrooke. ...... 

St.  Annes  de  Belleau. 
St.  Cesaire 


Price  of  Coal  per  Ton. 


1900. 


I  cts. 
7  25 


1-5 


6  20 


$  cts. 
7  25 


6  20 


6  25 

4  75 

5  25 

6  50 


5  00 


5  00 


6  50 
5  25 


6  50 

5  75 

6  00 


6  25 
5  00 

5  25 

6  50 


to 
3 

3 


cts. 

7  25 


6  20 


5  25 
5  00 

5  00 

6  50 


u 

S 
CD 

CP 

oo 


$  cts. 


October 


$  cts. 


7  27     7  25 


6  20 


5  50 

5  25 
5  00 

5  00 

6  50 


5  00     5  00     5  00 


6 
5 

6 


00 
50 

50 


6  50 

5  75 


5  50 

f4  30 
5  25- 

5  50 
5  25- 

5  50 


6  00 
6  00 

5  85 


5  35- 
5  60 

7  00 


5  00 


6  50 
5  25 


6  50 

5  75 

6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

6  50 
6  50 
5  75 

'5  50 


5  50- 
5  75 

5  25- 
5  50 


5  00 


6  50 
5  25 


6 

5 


50 

75 


6 
5 
5 


00 
25 

75 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 

'5*50 


6  00 
6  00 
5  95 


St.  Hyacinthe , . ,  . 

t  Net  prices.     *  Welsh  anthracite 


a 

7  00 


5  50- 
5  75 

5  25- 
5  50 


6  00 
6  00 
6  05 


5  00 


6  50 
5  50 


7  00 
5  75 


6  00 
5  25 

5  75 

6  50 


6  50 

6  25 


5  50 


5  50- 
5  75 

5  50- 
5  75 


6  00 
6  25 
6  15 


7  00 


7  00 


6  20 


5  50 

5  25 

6  50 
5  75 

7  25 


15. 


$  cts. 


7  25 
6  50 
6  20 


6  75 

6  50 
5  75 

7  25 


5  00 


5  00 


6  75 
5  50 


5  00 


1901. 


— 

3 


$  cts. 


8  25 


6  50 


6  00 

5  35 

6  25 


3 


$  cts. 


8  25 


6  50 


5  50 


5  00     5  00 


00' 
75 


5  75 


7  50 
6  00 


6  50 

5  50 

6  00 


6 
5 


50 
50 


7 

7 


00\ 

00 


6  25\ 


5  75 


5  75 


5  75-  ,6  75- 

6  W     7  00 

6  75-  '6  75- 

7  00     7  00 


6  75 
6  50 

6  25 


00 


7  00 
6  50 


7  00 


6  00 
5  45 
5  75 
b 


+3 
02 

o 

be 


$  cts. 

8  25 
*6  50 


5  75 
5  55 
5  75 


5  50     5  50 


5 

5 


25 
25 


6  50 
6  00 

6  05 

6  00 

5  75 

7  00 
7  00 

6  00 

5  75 

6  00 

4  30 
5  50- 

5  75 
5  50- 

5  75 

"600 

6  25 

6  85 


5  00 

5  25 
5  25 


6  50 
6  00 

6  15 

6  00 
5  75 

7  00 


7 
6 


00 
00 


5  60- 
5  75 

7  00 


6  00 

(net) 
5  75- 

6  00 
5  75- 

6  00 


6  00 
6  25 
5  95 


7  00 


5  00 


5  50 
5  25 


7  00 
6  00 


u 

CD 

S 

CD 
-1-3 

Cu 

CD 

00 


October 


$  cts. 


8  25 


6  50 


5  75 

6  00 
5  65 
5  75 


6 
6 
5 


25 
00 
75 


7  00 


7 
6 
6 

6 


00 
00 
00 
00 


5    13- 

6  00 


6  00 
6  25 
6  05 


7  00, 


5  50 


5  00 


5  50 
5  50 


7  00 
6  00 

6  25 
6  00 

6  00 

7  00 
7  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 


$  cts. 

8  25 
'640 


5  75 

6  00 
5  75 
5  75 


15. 


$  cts. 


8  25 
6  40 
6  40 


5  50 


5  00 


5 
5 


50 
50 


7  00 
6  00 


6  00 
5  75 
5  75 


6 
6 


5  75- 
6  0C 


6  00 
6  50 
6  15 


25 
00 

6  25 

7  00 
7  00 
6  25 
6  25 
6  25 


5  50 


5  00 


5  75 


7  50 
6  00 

6  25 
6  00 


5  75- 
6  00 

6  00- 
6  25 


6  50 

7  00 
6  96 


7  00 


00 


6  00- 
il  25 

6  00- 
6  25 


7  50 

6  50 


to  $12  during  September  and  $12  during  October,  1902. 


a.  Increased  10c.  per  ton  each  month,     b.  None  sold.      c.  Increased  10c.  per  ton  each  month,      d.  None 
j.  None  on  hand.     k.  None  on  hand.     I.  None  to  be  had  after  May.     m.  None  to  be   had  after   May,,     n. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 
Special  Investigation  into  Coal  Situation  in  Canada. 
Statistical  Table  No.  1. 


MONTHS  JUNE  TO  OCTOBER,  INCLUSIVE,  1900,  1901,  1902. 


Price  of  Coal  per  Ton. 


1902. 


June 


1. 


$cts 


7  00 


6  50 
6  25 
6  25 


15. 


Sets 


6  00 


8  00 


7  00 
7  00 


G  50 
6  50 

6  75 
6  00 

6  25 

7  50 
7  50 

6  25 


4  35 
5  75- 

6  00 
5  75- 

6  00 


6  50 
6  60 

6  00 


8  00 


7  00 


d 

6  50 
6  25 
6  25 


6  00 


8  00 


7  00 
7  00 


6  50 


6  75 
6  00 


July 


1. 


Sets 


7  00 


6  50 

7  00 


15. 


Sets 


00 


6  25    6  75 


6  00 


8  00 


7  00 
7  00 


6  50 

7  00 


August 


$cts 


7  GO 


7  00 
8-15 
7  59 


/ 

9 

6  00 


8  50 


7  50 
7  00 


h 


6  75   6  75   7  25 


7  50 


I 

4  35 
m 


6  50 
6  60 

6  00 


7  00    7  00 
6  00    6  00 


7  50 


k 

4  60 


n 


P 


6  50 

7  00 
6  00 


8  00   8  00 


4  60 


o 

7  50 
7  00 
6  00 


8  00 


6  00 


8  50 


8  00 
7  50 


7  50 
6  00 

8  00 


15. 


$cts 


7  60 


7  00 
8-15 

8  00 


September 


Sets 


7  60 


7  50 
8-15 
9  00 


6  00  10  00 


9  00 


9  50 


8. 


$cts 


7  60 


10  00 
8-15 
9  00 


15. 


Sets 


7  60 


10  00 


9  50 


10  00 

8-15 

10  00 


23. 


lets 


8  60 


10  00 

8-15 

12  00 


October 


1. 


Sets 


8  60 


$  cts 


15. 


lets 


Supply  of  Coal 

on  HAND, 

October  15,  1902. 


8  60 


10  00  10  00 


9  50 


8  50\  9  50  10  50111  50 
8  00  10  00  10  00  12  00 


7  50 
6  50 

8  00 


7  00  7  00 


/ 


50 
7  50 
6  00 


8  00 


12  50 

7  50 

8  00 


8  00 


8  00 
6  50 
8  00 


7  00 


8  00 
6  50 

9  00 


7  00 


12  50 
8  00 


12  50 
8  50 


8  00 
6  50 

9  00 


10  00  10  00 

8-15  8-15 

15  00  15  00 


10  00 


12  50 
12  00 


8  00 
J 


7   00 


15  00 


10  00 


15  00 
15  00 


9  00 


9  00 


20  00 
9  00 


9  00\  9  00    9  40 


7   00  15  60 


20  00 
9  00 


15  00 


10  00 


10  00 
9  60 


None 

8-75 

15  00 


15  00 


10  00 


15  00 15  00 
15  00  15  00 


9  00 


9  00 


15  60 


20  00  20  00 
10  00  11  00 


16  00 


15  60 


None  to  be  had. 

130  tons. 

50— about  5  usual  stock  on  hand. 
(Had  about  half  enough  to  sup- 
ply town  before  strike  was  de- 
clared). 

None  on  hand.  Present  demand 
about  350  tons  ;  no  supply. 


20  00 
12  00 

8  00 


200  tons  ;. other  years,  3,000. 


6,500  tons  required  ;  only  50  tons 

in  all  delivered. 
15  tons  ;  usually  400  tons  on  hand. 


100  tons  anthracite  and  bitumin- 
ous ;  220  last  year;  130  in  1900. 

Only  75  tons  obtainable  this  year ; 

demand  200  tons. 
Have  tonnage  foi  5,000  tons,  but 

yards  empty. 


100  tons. 
None  on  hand. 


to  be  had.     e.  None  sold.    /.  Almost  none  used.    g.  None  to  be  had.     h.  None  to  be  had.     i.  None  on  hand. 
None  to  be  had  after  May.  o.  None  on  hand.  p.  Unable  to  obtain  a  supply,  q.  None. 
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PRICES  OF  ANTHRACITE  COAL  IN  CANADA  DURING 


Price  of  Coal  per 

Ton. 

Locality. 

1900. 

1901. 

0> 

S3 

D 
1-5 

l-H 

J3 
1-3 

rH 
03 

be 
< 

ti 

s 

Xfl 

October 

r-5 

09 

be 
< 

rA 

u 

a> 

£> 

S 

A 

m 

October 

1. 

15. 

1.    15. 

Quebec — Con. 
St.  Hyacinthe 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  25 

6  00 
6  00 

5  75 

6  50 

6  00 

6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

5  50 
5  00 
5  00 
5  50 
5  0C 

5  50 

6  25 
5  50 
5  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  00 
5  50 

5  35 

6  00 
6  00 

5  75 

6  50 

6  15 
6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 

5  50 

6  25 
5  50 
5  50 

$  cts. 

7  00 
G  00 
5  50 

5  45 

6  00 
6  00 

5  75 

6  50 

6  15 
6  00 
6  00 

5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 

5  75 

6  25 
5  50 
5  50 

%  cts. 

7  00 
G  50 

5  00 
G  00 

6  00 
G  00 
6  00 

6  50 

6  40 
6  25 

6  00 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 

5  75 

6  50 
6  00 
5  50 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 

6  00 

7  00 
6  00 

6  50 

6  50 
6  25 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  50 
6  00 

5  50 

6  50 

5  75 

6  50 
6  00 
6  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 

6  00 

6  00 

6  50 

6  50 

6  25 
6  00 

"6  00 

'650 

5  50 

6  00 

0  75 
6  00 
6  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  25 
6  50 

5  50 

6  00 
6  30 

5  75 

6  50 

6  35 
6  50 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

6  25 
G  00 
G  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  25 
5  25 

5  60 

6  00 
6  30 

5  75 

6  50 

6  50 
6  50 
6  00 

6  25 
6  JO 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  25 
6  30 
6  20 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  25 
6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  25 

5  75 

6  50 

G  00 

?  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  25 
5  75 

5  70 

6  00 
6  30 

5  75 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 
6  00 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 
6  25 
6  00 
6  25 
6  40 
6  20 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
G  00 
6*  25 
6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  25 

7  25 

5  75 

6  60 

6  00 

7  00 

%  cts. 

7  00 
6  50 
6  25 
6  00 
6  00 
6  30 

6  00 

7  00 

6  75 
6  50 
6  25 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 

'()  25 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  20 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 

G  50 
6'  25 
6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
G  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  25 

7  25 

5  75 

6  70 

6  00 

7  00 

$  cts.  S  cts. 
7  00   7  00 

6  50 
6  25 
6  00 

6  00 

7  00 

6  00 

7  00 

6  7-') 

Ste.  Martine 

St.  Pie 

St.  Vincent  de  Paul.. . . 
Three  Rivers 

6  25 

G  00 

"e  00 

Ontario — 
Ashburnham 

Almonte 

7  00 
6  75 

Belleville. 

6  50  6  50 

6  25\    6  25 

Belleville 

6  25 

Brantford 

6  25 
6  00 
G  00 
6  00 
6  00 

6  25 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 

"g  50 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 

6  25 

Brantf ord . 

G  00 
6  00 

Chatham 

6  25 

6  25 

G  00 

Dunnville '. . . 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  25 

5  75 

6  00 
5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
6  00 
G  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
G  25 
6  25 

5  75 

6  00 

6  00 
G  25 
6  00 
6  25 
6  50 

5  75 

6  00 

6  00 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 

5  75 

6  00 

6  25 

6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 

5  75 

6  00 

6  25 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 

Y75 
6  00 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  20 
6  20 
0  00 
6  00 

6  00 
G  00 
6  00 
6  25 
6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  25 
6  75 

5  75 

6  00 
6  40 

6  00 

7  00 

6  50 
6  50 

n   ....  i 

Hamilton 

6  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

6  00 

Hamilton 

Kingston , 

5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
6  00 
G  00 

5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
G  00 
G  00 

5  25 
5  75 

'575 

*6  50 

5  50 

6  50 

6  00 

5  50 

6  50 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

5  50 

6  50 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 

5  50 

6  50 
5  75 

5  50 

6  50 
6  00 

6  50 

5  25 
5  75 

7  25 

5  75 

6  50 

G  00 
6  00 
6  50 

6  25 

7  00 
6  50 
G  50 
6  50 

G  00 
6  00 
6  50 
6  81 
6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

Napanee  

5  25 

5  75 

6  25 
5  75 

5  25 

6  30 

5  50 

6  50 

5  25 

5  75 

'*5'75 

6  40 

5  50 

6  50 

5  25 

5  75 

'5'75 

6  60 

5  50 

6  50 

5  25 
5  75 
7  25 
5  75 

5  25 

6  80 
6  00 

6  50 

5  50  5  50 

6  25  G  25 

Oakville 

7  50!  7  50 

5  75  5  75 

Ottawa   

Ottawa 

6  OO:  

6  80 

6  00  G  00 



a.  None  to  be  had. 
h.  No  coal  sold  siuce. 


6.  None  obtainable.       c.  None  on  hand.       d.  No  supply  after  August.      e.  None. 
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THE  MONTHS     JUNE  TO  OCTOBER,  kc— Continued. 


Price  of  Coal  per  Ton. 


1902. 


June 


$cts 


15. 


$cts 


8  00  8  00 
6  25  6  25 
6  25   6  00 


6  00,     a 
b 
5  75 


7  00 

6  45 
6  50 

6  25 

6  50 
6  25 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

6  50 


00 
00 
00 
50 


6  50 

5  75 

6  25 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  25 
6  25 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 

a 
6  25 


July 


Sets 

8  00 

c 
6  00 


5  75 


7  00    7  00 


6 

6 

6 

6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 


45 

50 

25 

50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 


6  50 


50 
00 
(0 
50 
50 


50 
50 
50 

50 


25 
00 
00 
00 
25 

50 
50 
00 
50 


6  75 

5  75 

6  00 

6  60 

6  00 

7  50 

7  50 

7  50 

25 

75 


60 
00 

50 
50 
50 


c 
6  50 
6  25 

6  50 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
8  00 
6  50 


15. 

$cts 

8  00 

V50 


August 


1.        15. 


5  75 
7  00 


6  50 

6  25 

6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
8  00 
6  50 


•Sets 
8  00 

7  66 


5  75 
7  00 


7  00  7  00 


8  00 
6  50| 
6  50! 
6  00! 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 


6  50 
6  50 

6  25 
6  50 

6  50 

/ 

7  00 

7  ft? 
7  00 
7  00 

7  00 


7  00 
575 


8  00 

6  00 

7  50 
7  50 

7  50J 


£  ft? 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 

6  50 

7  00 

6*50 
7  00 

6  50 

7  ft? 


6  25 
6  50 
6  50 


6  50 

7  ft? 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

7  50 

8  50 
6  50 


7  50 


8  00 
7  00 

7  00 
6  00 

6  50 

8  00 

7  ft? 
6  50 

00 
00 
ft? 
00 


$cts 
8  00 
700 


September 


5  75 
7  50 


7  00 
7  00 


7  00 
7  ft? 


7  00 

7  00 


7  00 
5*75 


8  00 

6  00 

7  50 
7  50 
7  50 


7  00 


6  50 

7  ft? 

6  50 

6  50 

7  ft? 

7  50 

8  50 
7  00 

7  50 

8  00 

7  00 
a 

6  00 

6  50 

8  00 

7  00 

7  00 
7  00 
5  ft? 


7  00 
7  00 

7  00 


Sets 
9  00 
900 


8. 


6  00 
8  00 


■lets 
9  00 
9  00 


15. 


6  75 

7  00 


6  00 
8  00 


00 
00 


8  00 
8  00 
8  50 
8  00 

8  50 

8  00 
7  00 


6  00 

7  00 
10  00 

7  ft? 
7  00 

7  00 

8  00 


6 

7 

7 

8 
8 
8 


75 
ft? 

00 

00 

ft? 

50 
50 
00 


$cts 
9  00 

9*66 


23. 


6  00 


8  00 


8  50 


8 
8 


ft? 
00 


6 

8 

10 


00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


6  75 

7  00 

7  00 

7  00 

8  50 
8  £0 
8  50 
8  50 

8  50 

8  00 
8  00 


$cts 
9  40 

9  66 


6  00 


8  00 


6  00 

8  00 

10  00 


7  50 
7  ft? 

7  00 

7  00 

8  50 

9  00 
8  50 

8  50 

9  00 

8  00 
10  00 


October 


1. 


$cts 

h 
'9*66 


8. 


Sets 


15. 


Sets 


Supply  op  Coal 

ON   HANI/, 

October  15,  1902. 


6  00 
8  00 


8  00 

7  00- 

8  00 

8  00 


9-11 


6  00 
8  00 


e 

7  00- 

£  ft? 

8  00 


9-11 


6  00 


8  00 


6  00 
10  00 
10  00 


7  00 
7  ft? 


8  00 
7  00 


7  00 
7  25 
5  75 


7  00 
7  ft? 


8  00 

7  00 


7  00 
575 


8  00 

7  00 

8  00 


7  00 

8  00 


9  00 

7  00 


8  00 

6  50 

7  SO 
7  50 
7  50 


8  00 

6  50 

7  50 
7  50 

7  50J 


7  00 
7  50 
5  75 


8  00 

6  50 

7  50 
7  50 
7  50 


8 

10 

7 
8 


00 
00 

00 
00 
00 


7  00 
*  00 


9  00 

7  00 


7  00 
5*75 


8  00 

6  50 

7  50 

7  50J 


7  00 

7  00 


7  00 


20  00 


13  00 


13  00 
10  00 
12  00 

12  00  15  00  15  00 
7  00!  8  00  10  00 

10  00  12  0012  00 


8  00    8  00 
10  00\15  00 

c      

15  00  15  00 
12  00  15  00 

14  00 
12  00 

15  00 
8  00 

10  00 


6  00 
c 
e 


7  00 


a 


7  00 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 

15  50 


15  00 

16  00 


8  00 
12  00 


8  00 
13  00 


7  00 

8  00 


9  00 
8  00 


7  00 
6  75 


8  00 
6  50 


7  50 
7  50 


7  00- 

8  00 

10  00 


10  00 
8  00 


7  00 
675 


8  00- 

9  00 

12  00 


15  00 

10  00 

e 


10  00 
8  00 


8  00 
7  00 


7  50 
7  50 


7  00 

8  00 

6  75 

7  00 

8  U0 
7  00 
12  00 


8  00- 
10  00 
15  00 


10  00 
e 


7  50 
7  50 


7  00 
6  75 


8  00 
7  00- 
12  00 


8  00 


8  00 
13 00 


About  100  tons  in  town. 


None  on  hand  ;  $8  before  strike  ; 

usual  annual  sales  1,500  to  2,000 

tons, 
g  of  usual  stock  only  obtainable. 


700  tons  ;    other  years  2,500   at 
least. 


None. 
None  in  city. 


None  ;    800  to  1,000  tons  other 
years. 

I 
About  100  tons ;  demand  1,000. 

None  ;  usually  have  2,000  tons. 
None. 


15  00 

15  00  1,000  tons  ;  16,500  in  1901 ;  11,000 

I     in  1900. 


8  00- 
10  00 
15  00 


10  00 


2,500  tons  ;  4,500  normal  stock. 


None. 


7  00,200  tons. 

8  00  Plenty  in  stock. 

6  75iUsual  supply  on  hand. 
Small  stock. 


7  50 
7  50 


8  00 
7  00 
12  00 


None  ;  3,000  tons  normally. 


7  507  to  10  per  cent  of  last  year. 
7  50'         „  „ 


\f.  Prices  vary.      g.  And  upwards  to  $12  ;  regular  customers  supplied  in  small  quantities  at  regular  prices. 
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Pkice  of  Coal  per  Ton. 

Locality. 

1900. 

1901. 

i-5 

1-5 

1-5 

tA 

5c 

P 

< 

r-i 

U 
9 

s 

a; 
-^ 
Qi 
a> 

m 

October 

rA 
1-5 

rA 

>> 

1— 1 

0 
1-5 

iH 

xa 
p 

to 
< 

tA 

u 

i 

ft 

W 

October 

1 

15 

1 

15 

Ontario — Con. 
Ottawa  .         

$  cts. 

6  50 
6  50 

6  25 
6  25 

5  75 

6  50 
6  00 

5  75 

6  00 
5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
6  00 
5  50 
5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
5  50 

5  50 

6  00 

5  25 

6  50 

10  50 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  50 

a 

$  cts. 

6  50 
6  50 

6  50 
6  25 

5  75 

6  50 
6  00 

5  75 

6  00 

5  50 

"  6  25 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 

5  50 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 
G  00 
5  25 
G  50 

10  50 
10  00 

10  00 
10  50 

$  cts. 

6  50 
6  50 

6  50 

$  cts. 

6  50 
6  50 

5  35 

6  50 

$  cts. 

7  00 
6  50 

"g'50 
6  25 

6  50 
G  50 

575 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
G  00 
6  00 
G  50 

5  75 

6  50 
6  50 
5  50 
G  50 

10  50 
10  00 

$  cts. 
7  00 

6  50 

6  50 

5  75 

G  25 

7  00 

6  50 
6  00 

6  50 

5  75 



5  50 

G  50 

10  50 
10  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 
7  00 

*6  25 

6  50 

5  75 

6  00 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  50 
6  00 
G  00 
6  00 
G  50 
G  00 
G  00 
6  00 
G  00 

5  75 

6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

6  50 

10  50 
10  50 
10  00 
10  50 
10  50 

$  cts. 

7  00 
7  00 

$  cts. 

7  00 

7  00 

S  cts. 

7  00 
7  00 

5  85 
7  00 

6  25 

S  cts. 

7  00 
7  00 

7  00 
6  50 

8  cts. 
7  00 

Owen  Sound 

7  00 

7  00 
6  50 
6  00 

*6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  50 
6  00 

'625 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 

5  75 

6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

6  50 

10  50 
10  50 

7  00 

'  6  25 

"650 
6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
6  25 
6  25 
6  25 
6  25 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  OC 
6  50 

5  76 

6  00 
6  00 

5  75 

6  50 

10  50 
10  50 

7  00 

6  00 

G  50 
6  00 

'5*75 
6  50 

G  00 

6  50 
6  50 

'575 

6  50 

6  50 

Ridgetown 

6  50 
6  50 
6  00 
6  00 
6  25 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  25 
6  00 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
G  00 

5  75 

6  50 

10  50 
10  50 

6  £0 
6  50 
600 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  25 
6  25 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  00 
6  50 

10  50 
10  50 

6  50 

Sarnia 

Smith's  Falls 

Stratford 

6  50 
6  50 

Stratford . . 

6  50 

.  f . . . 
6  25 
6  00 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
G  50 
5  50 

5  50 

6  00 

5  25 

6  50 

10  50 
10  00 

io'oo 

10  50 

5  75 

6  25 
6  00 
6  00 
5  50 

5  50 

6  50 

5  50 

6  00 
6  00 

5  50 

6  50 

10  50 
10  00 

io'oo 

10  50 



Toronto 

G  50 

G  50 

6  00 

Thorold  

Welland 

6  00 

Manitoba — 
Brandon J. 

British  Columbia — 
New  Westminster 

G  50 

10  50 
10  50 

10  00 
10  50 

10  00 
10  50 

10  50 
10  50 

10  50 
10  59 

• 

10  50 
10  50 

10  50 
10  50 

10  50 
10  50 

Vancouver 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 
a 

7  66^ 

9  00 
9  00 

9  00 

7  66^ 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 

9  00 

7  6b- 

9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  b(y- 

9  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00- 
9  00 
9  00 

Vancouver 

9  00 

Victoria. 

a.  No  anthracite  used. 


November,  1902 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


357 


THE  MONTHS  JUNE  TO  OCTOBER,  &c— Continued. 


Price  of  Coal  per  Ton. 

1902. 

Supply  of  Coal 

ON   HAND 

October  15,  1902. 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

1. 

$cts 

7  50 

7  00 

* 

7  00 
7  00 
6  40 
6  00 
6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  25 
6  50 

6  25 

7  00 
G  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  50 

11  30 
10  50 
10  50 
10  50 
10  00 

15. 

1. 

$  cts 

7  50 
7  50 

7  00 
7  00 
6  50 

15. 

1. 

$cts 

7  50 

7  50 

7  00 

8  00 
6  75 

15. 

$cts 

7  50 

7  50 

7  50 

1. 

lets 

7  50 

7  50 

8  00 

7  00 
7  00 
7  00 

8. 

15. 

23. 

$cts 

7  50 
7  50 

13  50 

1. 

8. 

Sets 

7  50 
7  50 

15  00 

15. 

$  cts 

7  50 
7  50 

15  00 

lets 

7  50 
7  00 

7  00 
7  00 

$cts 

7  50 

7  50 

7  00 
7  50 

$cts 

7  50 
7  50 

10  00 

$  cts 

7  50 
7  50 

12  00 

Sets 

7  50 
7  50 

15  00 

75 tons;  usually 2, 000 to 3, 000 tons 
40          ii              1,500  to  2,000    .. 

A  month's  supply. 

* 

8  00 
8  00 

20  tons. 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

S  50 

7  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

30     n 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 

6  25 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 
f>  50 
6  50 
6  50 

5  50 

6  50 

11  30 
10  50 
10  50 
10  50 
10  50 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
IS  50 

6  50 

* 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 

5  75 

6  50 

11  30 
11  00 
10  50 
10  50 
10  50 

6  50 

6  50 

7  tftf 
G  50 
7  00 

6  50 

6  50 

* 

7  00 

7  25 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
7  25 

6  50 

6  50 

V  00 

7  50 

6  50 

6  50 

7  00 

6  50 

6  50 

7  50 

8  00 

6  50 
6  50 

&  00 

6  50 

8  00 
8  50 

6  50 

6  50 

None. 

8  00 
10  00 

8  00 

None  ;  usual  400  tons. 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 
6  50 

6  50 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 

5  75 

6  50 

11  30 
11  00 
10  50 
10  50 
10  50 

7  00 
6  50 

6  5C 

7  00 
7  00 
7  00 

6  50 

7  00 
6  00 
6  50 

11  30 
13  00 

10  50 

11  00 
13  00 

7  09 

7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
6  00 
0  50 

11  30 
13  00 
11  00 
13  00 
13  00 

7  00 

7  00 

8  00 
7  50 
7  00 

7  50 

6  50 
+ 

+ 

12  00 
15  00 
11  00 

13  00 
15  00 

8  00 

§ 
* 

7  50 
7  50 
7  50 

8  00 

8  00 

10  00 

10  00 

12  00 

t 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 

8  00 
12  00 

9  50 

io  oo 

15  00 
12  00 

■ir 

20  00 
15-18 

15  00 
20  00 

1,200  tons. 

2^  p.  c.  of  full  stock. 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

•>f 

20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
17  00 
20  00 

20  00 
20  00 
20  CO 
20  00 

20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 
20  00 

17  00 
12  00 
15  00 
15  00 

17  00 
15  00 
15  00 
17  00 

17  00 
17  00 
15  00 
17  00 

None. 

7  50- 
9  50 

9  50 
;   9  50 

7  50- 
9  50 
9  50 

9  50 

7  50- 
9  50 
9  50 

9  50 

7  50- 
9  50 
9  50 

9  50 

7  50- 
9  50 
9  50 

9  50 

7  50- 
9  50 
9  50 

9  50 

8  00- 
10  00 

9  50 
9  50 

8  00- 

10  00 

9  50 

9  50 

8  00- 

10  00 

9  50 

9  50 

8  00 
10  00 
9  50 

9  50 

8  00- 

,10  00 

9  50 

9  50 

8  00- 

10  00 

9  50 

9  50 

8  00- 

10  00 

9  50 

9  50 

100  tons. 

*N 

one  tc 

>  be  hi 

id.     f 

No  re 

gular 

price. 

JSu 

pply  « 

;xhau& 

ted. 

%Froi 

ii  $7  t 

o  $10,  $12,  $15  and  $20. 
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PRICES  OF  BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE 


• 

Price  of  Coal 

1900. 

1901. 

Locality. 

w -1 

T-i 
>> 

i-5 

OS 

be 

< 

U 

S 

43 

Q* 

Xfl 

October. 

• 
T-H 

© 
a 

1-5 

r-5 
>> 

i-3 

43 

GO 

3 
CJ3 

U 

s 

43 

a, 

a> 

02 

October. 

1. 

15. 

1. 

15. 

Nova  Scotia — 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

%  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

$  cts. 

) 

$  cts. 

%  cts. 

4  60 
3  50 

5  50 

%  cts. 

3  50 

4  80 

3  50 

4  80 

3  50 

4  80 

3  5C 

4  80 

3  5C 
5  00 

4  OO 
!     5  50 

5  75 
5  40 

4  50 

5  00 

4  60 
^  75 

5  50 

4  00 

5  50 

4  00 

5  50 

4  00 

5  50 

3  50 
5  50 

3  50 

Antigonish 

5  50 

6  00 

Digby 

4  50 
4  50 

3  50 

3  60 

4  00 

5  50 

4  50 
4  50 

3  65 

3  60 

4  00 

5  50 

'4*20 

4  50 
4  75 

3  80 

6  80 
7  00 

3  80 

4  50 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 

5  50 

4  50 
4  50 

3  65 

3  60 

4  £5 

5  50 

4  20 
450 

3  80 

6  80- 
7  00 

3  80 

4  50 

6  00 
5  50- 

6  50 

5  50 

4  90 
4  50 

4  35 
4  60 

4  50 

5  50 

6  00 
4  20 

5  40 

4  50 

5  00 
4  90 

4  50 

5  50 

5  00 

5  40 
5  50 

4  15 

4  10 
^  &5 

5  50 

5  40 
5  50 

4  15 

4  10 
^  35 

5  50 

5  40 
5  50 

4  15 
4  10 

4  05 

5  50 

5  30 
5  50 

4  15 
4  10 

4  65 

5  50 

6  00 
5  00 

5  30 
5  50 

4  15 
4  10 

4  05 

5  50 

6  25 
5  00 

5  30 

Hantsport 

5  50 

Halifax  

Lynn 

4  15 
4  10 

4  75 

5  50 

Maitland 

New  Glasgow 

4  20 

4  50 

4  75 

3  80 

\e  80- 

7  00 

3  80 

4  50 

J6  00 
5  50- 
6  50 

5  50 

6  50 
3  55 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

North  Sydney 

Port  Mulgrave 

Windsor 

4  50 

3  80 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  00 

4  50 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 

5  50 

4  50 

3  80 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  00 

4  50 
6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 

5  50 

4  50 
4  75 

3  £0 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  00 

4  50 

6  00 
5  SO- 
6  50 

5  50 

5  00 

5  00 

3  80 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  05 

4  50 

6  00 
5  50- 

6  50 
•5  50 

5  00 

5  00 

3  80 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  05 

4  50 

6  00 
5  50-  1 

6  50 

5  50 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 
5  00 

3  80  \ 

5  25] 

4  50! 

6  00i 
5  50- 

6  50\ 

5  50\ 

Prince  Edward  Island — 
Charlottetown 

3  80 

6  40- 
7  00 

4  25 

4  50 
6  00 

5  50- 

6  50 

5  50 

3  80 

6  40- 
7  00 

4  50 

4  50 
6  00 

5  50- 

6  -I" 

5  50 

3  80 

5  80- 
6  30 

5  00 

4  50 

6  00 
5  50- 

6  50 

5  50, 
I 

Nev/  Brunswick — 

St.  John 

Quebec — 

Chambly  Canton 

Hull 

Hull 

Montreal 

Montreal 

6  50 
3  55 

6  50 
3  85 

6  50 
4  10 

6  50 
4  20 

6  50 
4  25 

6  50 
4  00 

6  50 
4  00 

6  50 
4  00 

6  50 
4  00 

6  50 
4  15 

6  50 
4  15| 

Quebec 

Quebec 

5  50 

"5 50 

5  50 

"550 

'  "5  50 

"5  50 

4  20 

5  50 

4  20 

5  50\ 

4    20; 

5  50\ 

4  20 

5  50 

4  20 

4  ^nll 

Sherbrookc 

5  50     5  50\ 

St.  Hyacinthe 

St.  Hyacinthe 

5  00 

4  75 

5  00 
4  00 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 
6'  00 

6  00 
**3  40 

5  00 

I 

5  00 

4  75 

5  00 

4  00 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  40 

5  00 

5  00 

4  75 

5  00 
4  00 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  40 

5  00 

-age.     { 

5  00 

4  75 

5  00 

4  00 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 
6'  00 

6  00 
3  40 

5  00 

5  00 
§5  50 

5  00 
4  00 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 
6'  00 

6  00 
3  50 

5  00 

5  00 
"4  00 

3  50 

4  75 

4  50 

4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  50 

5  00 

5  50 
4  75 

5  bo 

4  25 

3  50 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 
6'  00 

6  OOi 
3  601 

5  00 

5  50 

4  75 

5  50 

4  25 

3  50 

4  75 

4  50 

4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
3  60! 

5  00 

5  m 

4  75 

5  50 

4  75 

3  50 

5  00 

4  50 

4  00 

6  00\ 
6  00| 
3  60 

5  00 

5  50 

4  75 

5  50 

4  75 

3  50 

5  00 

4  50 
4  00 

5  50]    5  5b\\ 
§5  50 
5  50     5  5G|j 

4  75\    4  7M 

3  50      3  HCM 

Three  Rivers 

Valleyfield 

Ontario — 
Ashburnham 

Barrie 

Belleville   

5  00 
4  50 
4  00 

5  (K  : 
4  5C\ 

4  0( 
6  6* 

o  o<; 

3  (;: 

Brantford 

6  00     6  to 
6  00     6  00 

Brantf ord 

Chatham 

3  65 

5  00 

3  65 
5  W 

Dunnville 

*  Screened,     f  Per  chit 

dron.     J  Avei 

5  Lump.     |!  Short  ton.     **0 

n  track,  car  lots. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Special  Investigation  into  Coal  Situation  in  Canada, 

Statistical  Table,  No.  2. 


MONTHS  JUNE  TO  OCTOBER  INCLUSIVE,  1900,   1901,  1902. 


per  Ton. 

■ 

1902, 

Supply  of  Coal 

Jui 

le. 
15. 

$cts 

Ju 

15. 

$cts 
1 

Aug 

ust. 

September. 

October. 

ON   HAND 

October  15,  1902. 

1. 

1. 

Sets 

1. 

$  cts 

15. 

Sets 

1. 

$cts 

8. 

$cts 

15. 

Sets 

23. 

1. 

$cts 

8. 

15. 

Sets 

4  60 

4  60 

5  00 

6  00 
5  00 
5  50 

4  35 

4  50 

5  00 
5  00 
5  50 

4  50 
*3  00 

5  50 
4  75 

3  60 

7  50- 
8  25 

4  75 

8  00 

7  00 
7  00 

$  cts 

Sets 

lets 

Insufficient  to  supply  town. 
About  75  tons. 

50  tons. 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

4  60 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  35 

4  25 

4  35 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  05 
4  25 

4  65 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  05 
4  25 

4  65 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  05 

4  25 

4  65 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  05 
4  10 

4  60 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  05 
4  10 

4  60 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  00 

5  00 
5  50 

4  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  00 
5  50 
4  50 

5  00 
5  50 

4  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  00 
5  50 
4  50 

5  00 
5  50 

4  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  00 
5  50 
4  50 

5  00 
5  50 

4  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  00 
5  50 
4  50 

5  00 
5  50 

4  15 
4  10 

4  75 

5  00 
5  50 
4  50 

30  tons. 

None.     Obliged  to  wait  6  or  8 
weeks  to  get  orders  filled. 

50  tons.   35  miles  from  coal  mine. 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 
.... 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

Consumers  obtain  supply  at  mines 
Plentiful. 

5  50 
5  00 

5  80 

9  60 

6  80- 

7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 
5  50 

5  50 
5  00 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 
5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

3  GO 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 
6  50- 

6  50 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 
5  50- 

6  50 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  00 

5  50- 
6  50 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

6  50 

5  50- 
6  50 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 
7  00 

7  00 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  00 

4  25 

5  00 

7  00 
7  00 

3  60 

6  80- 
7  50 

4  25 

5  00 

7  00 
7  00 

3  60 

7  50- 
8  25 

4  75 

8  00 
7  00 

7  00 

3  60 

7  50- 
8  25 

4  75 

8  00 

7  00 
7  00 

3,000  tons ;  other  years  3,000  to 

5,000. 
60  tons. 

5  50 

7  00 
4  75 
6  50 
4  25 

7  00 

8  00 

7  00 
6  50 
6  50 
5  00 

7  00- 

8  00 

7  00 

8  00 
6  50 
5  50 

7  00- 
10  00 

3  75 

6  50 
,3  50 

6  50 
3  50 

6  50 
3  50 

6  50 
3  60 

6  50 
3  60 

6  50 
3  60 

6  50 
3  60 

6  50 
3  60 

6  50 

3  60 
5  00 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

6  50 
3  85 
6  67 

About  400  tons ;    former  years 
1,200  to  1,500. 

4  75 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  75 

4  50 

5  50 

4  50 

5  50 

4  50 

5  50 

4  50 

6  00 
8  50 
6  20 
§7  00 
6  20 

5  00 

4  50 
6  00 

4  50 

6  00 

5,000  tons  ;  equal  to  all  demands. 
Plenty. 

5  50 
4  75 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  75 

5  75 

6  70 

6  70 

5  00 

8  00 

8  00 

5  00 

|[8  00 

9  00 

a 

6  50 

7  25 
9  00 
9  00 

8  00 
8  00 

5  50 

6  00 

5  50 

5  00 

5  50 
5  00 

5  50 

5  00 

5  50 

5  00 

5  50 

5  00 

5  50 

5  00 

5  75 

5  00 

5  75 

5  00 

5  75 
5  00 

4  00 
4  75 

4  50 

4  50 
6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

4  00 

4  75 
4  50 

4  50 
6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

4  00 
4  75 

4  50 

4  25 
6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

4  00 
4  75 

4  50 

4  00 
6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

5  00 

4  75 
4  50 

4  00 

6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

5  00 

4  75 
4  50 

4  25 

6  50 
6  50 
3  60 

5  00 

6  50 

5  00 
4  50 

4  25 

7  00 
7  00 
3  93 

5  00 

6  50 

5  00 
4  50 

4  50 

7  CO 
7  00 
3  93 

5  00 

7  00 
5  00 
4  50 
4  75 

8  00 
8  00 

4  05 

5  00 

7  00 
5  00 

4  50 

5  50 

8  00 
8  00 
5  00 
5  00 

8  00 
0  00 

6  50 

7  00 

9  00 
9  00 
6  00 

8  00 
8  00 
6  00 

9  00 
a 

6  50 

7  00 
9  00 
9  00 

7  00 

8  00 

a  None  on  hand. 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

5  50 

>.•••• 

A  few  tons. 

6* 
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PRICES  OF  BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTHS 


Locality. 


Ontario — 
Goderich 


Guelph . 
Guelph 


Hamilton. 
Hamilton. 


Kingston . 
Kingston . 


London 
London. 


11 


Napanee . . . 
Orangeville . 
Oshawa.  . . . 
Oakville  . . . 


Ottawa  „ 
Ottawa 


11 


Owen  Sound 
Peterboro'. . . 


Port  Hope  . . . 

Preston 

Fadgetown . .  . 

Sarnia    

Smith's  Falls. 

Stratford 

Stratford. .    . . 


Price  of  Coal 


1900. 


a 
a 


$  cts. 

3  75 
4  00- 

5  00 
4  00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 
4  00- 

6  00 


3  90 

* 

4  25- 

5  00 

\\6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 
5  50 


3  60 

4  00 


|5  25 
5  00 

5  00 


5  50 
5  25 


3  50- 
4  00 

4  50 

5  00 


5  00 
5  00 

4  50 

St.  Thomas 6  00 

Toronto 3  00- 

5  00 
Toronto .13  00- 

6  00 
5  50 
0  00 


J6  50 

4  50 

5  40 


"a 


$  cts. 

3  50 

4  00- 
5  00 
4  00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 


3  90 

4  25- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 
5  50 


4  20 


5  00 

5  00 


5  25 


3  50- 
4  00 
4  50 

4  50 


6  50 

4  50 

5  40 

b  00 


4  50 

"oo- 

5  00 
00- 

G  00 

5  50 

6  00 


m 

a 
be 

"5 


u 

35 

s 

05 
0/ 

m 


October. 


1. 


$  cts. 

3  50 
4  00- 

5  00 
4  00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 


$  cts.  $  cts 


3  90 


25- 

5  00 

6  00 
00- 
6  00 
5  50 


4  30 


5  00 

5  00 


5  25 


3  50- 
4  00 
4  50 

4  50 

650 

4  50 

5  40 

5  00 


4  50 

3  00- 

5  00 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


3  65 
00- 
5  00 

00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 


4  00 


25- 

5  00 

6  00 
00- 
6  00 
5  50 


4  40 


5  00 

5  00 


5  25 


4  40 
50- 
4  00 
4  50 

4  50 

Yr>o 

4  50 

5  40 
5  00 


4  50 


.{  00- 

5  00 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


4  00 
4  00- 

5  00 
4  00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 


4  25 


15. 


I  cts. 

4  00 

I  00- 

5  00 

;  oo- 
4  50 
4  25 

4  50 

5  60 


1901. 


a 
•-a 


4  25 


4  25- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 

6  00 
6  00 


4  40 


5  00 

5  00 


50- 

5  50 

6  00 
00- 
6  00 
6  00 


$  cts. 

3  60 
4  00- 

5  00 
4  00- 

4  50 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 
4  00- 

6  50 


a 


-fc3 

'/J 

a 
be 

a 


$  cts. ;  $  cts. 


a 

-1-5 

02 


October. 


$  cts.  S  cts. 


3  60 

4  00- 
5  00 

4  00- 


3  00- 
6  00 
3  90 


4 

4 
4 
5 


50 
00 
50 
50 


3  90 


4  40 


5  25 


3  50- 
4  00 
4  50 

4  50 

6  50 
4  50 

' '  5  00 


4  50 


9  25- 

5  25 
00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


5  00 

5  00 


5  25 


3  50- 

4  00 
4  50 

4  50 

'650 


5  00 
5  00 
4  50 


00- 
6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


25-    4 

5  00: 

6  00\ 
00- 
6  00 
6  00 
50- 
6  00 

60 

40 

00 

25 

00 
00- 
5  >r> 


3 
4 
5 
5 
5 


25- 

5  00 

6  00 
00- 
6  00 
6  00 
50- 

6  00 

"4*50 
5  00 

500 

0(1- 

5  U 


5 
5 


50 
50 


5 
5 


50 
50 


4  00- 
4  50 

4  50 

5  00 


3  60 
00- 
5  00 
00- 


4 

4 

4 


50 
00 
50 
50 


3  90 


3  60' 
00-    4 
5  00 
00-   4 

4  50 
4  00 
4  50 

.-;  50 


15. 


S  cts. 


4  00 

00-    4 

5  00 
00-  U 
4  501 
4  00 

4  50 

5  50 


4  25 


4  25 


25-    4 

5  00 

6  00 
00 
6  00 
6  00 
50- 
6  00 


4 
5 


50 

00 


5  00 
5  00- 
5  15 


5  50 
5  50 


5 
5 
5 


4  00-    4  00- 
4  50      4  50 
4  50      4  50 


4  50 


4  50 


3 


6  50 
5  00 

5  60 
00 
00 
00 

6  00 
50-   3 

5  50 
00-   3 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


6  50  6  50 

5  00  5  00 

5  60  5  60 

5  00,  5  00 


5  00i    5  00 


50-   ■: 

5  50 
00-    3 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


50- 

r,  50 
00- 
6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


25-  |4 

5  00 

6  (xi 
00-   4 
6  00 

6  00 
50     4 
6  00 


4  00 
00- 

5  00 
00- 
4  50 
4  50 

4  50 

5  50 


4  25 


4  50 

5  00 

500 
00- 


5  50 
5  50 


25-    4 

5  50 

6  00 
00-    4 
6  OOi 
6  00 
50-    4 
6  00 


4  50 

5  00 


5  00 
5  00- 

5  :■> 


25- 

5  50 

6  <»> 
00- 
6  00 
6  00 
50- 
6  00 


5  00 

*500 
00- 


5  50 
5  50 


5  50- 
5  50* 


4  50    .... 
i  00-    4  00- 
4  50      4  50 
4  50     4  75 


4  50 


6  50 
5  00 
5  60 

5  00 


00- 
4 

4 


50 
75 


4  50 


6  50 

5  00 
5  60 

5  00 


50 
00 
50 


5  00     5  00* 


5  00 
5  00 
5  00 


S  50-    3 

.7  50 
00-    3 
6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


75- 

-       v    - 

5  , 5 
00-    3 

6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


k 


00- 
6  00 
5  50 
5  50 


*  On  track,  car  lots.  f  Select  lump. 


Smith's  coal. 


Domestic;  steam  lump  84.50  to  85.50, 
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per  Ton. 


1902. 


June. 


Sets 

3  55 
4  00- 

5  00 

4  oo- 

4  50 
4  20 

4  50 

5  50 
4  00- 

6  50 


15. 


$   Ct-! 

3  55 

4  00- 

5  00 


July. 


4  20 

4  50 

5  50 


3  00-  3  00 
6  50   6  50 
4  00 


4  50- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 

6  00 

4  50- 

6  00 


3 

4 
5 
5 
5 
5 


60 
50 
50 
25 
00 
50 


4  50- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 

6  00 

4  50- 

6  00 


5  50 


5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 


4  50- 
5  00 

4  75- 


5 
5 
4 
0 
5 
5 
5 
5 


00 
00 
50 
50 
00 
60 
00 
00 

4  75 
6  00 

3  50- 

5  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


5  00 

5  50 

5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 


4  50- 

5  00 

4  75- 

5  00 

'450 

6  50 

'5'60 

5  00 
5  00 


$cts 

3  55 

4  00- 
5  00 

4  25 

4  40 

4  50 

5  50 


15. 


lets 

3  55 

4  00- 
5  00 


August. 


1. 


lets 

3  55 
4  00- 

5  00 


3  00- 
6  50 
4  25 


4  50- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00 

6  00 
6  00 
4  50- 
6  00 
4  00 

4  60 

5  50 


4  40 

4  50 

6  00 


3  00- 

6  50 


4  50- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 

6  00 

4  50- 

6  00 


4  50 
4  50 

6  00 


15. 


$cts 

3  55 

4  00- 

5  00 


4  50 
4  50 

7  00 


September. 


$  cts 

3  65 
5  00 
6  00 


8. 


lets 


15. 


lets 


5  00 
4  50 

7  00 


3  00-  3  00 
6  50    6  50 


4  60 

5  50 


5  00 

5  50 


5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 


*  50- 

5  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


50- 
>  00 
t  75- 
5  00 

5  00 

4  50 

6  50 

5  50 
5  60 
5  00 
5  00 


3  50- 

5  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


5  00 

5  50 

5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 


4  50- 

5  00 

4  75- 

5  00 

4"  50 

6  50 

5-60 
5  00 
5  00 


4  50- 

5  00 

6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 

6  00 

4  50- 

6  00 


5 


50 
00 
6  00 
4  00- 

6  00 

7  00 
4  50- 

6  00 


5  00 
5  50 


5  00 
5  50 

5  50 
5  50 
5  50 
5  50 


5 


7  00 
3  50- 

5  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


50- 
00 
4  75- 
5  00 

50 


5  50 


5 
5 

5 
5 
5 
5 


00 

50 

50 
50 
50 
50 


4  00- 
7  00 
5  00 


3  651  4  00 


23. 


October. 


1. 


5  00 
6  00 


5  00 
4  50 

7  00 


5  50 

4  00- 

7  00 


4  50-  4  50 
5  00/  5  00 
8  00  \  8  00 

4  00-  4  00- 


6  00- 
7  00 

7  50 

6  00 
4  50 

8  00 


5  50 

4  00- 

7  00 
5  50 


^cts 

4  00 
6  00 
7  00 


6  00 
4  50 

8  00 


0  00 

7  00 

4  50- 

6  00 


8  75 
5  50 


5  00 

§550- 
00 
50 
50 
50 
50 


6  00 
8  00 


4  50- 

5  00 
8  00 

1  00- 

6  00 
8  00 


4  50-14  50- 
6  OO'  6  00 


8  75' 
5  50 


8  75 
5  50 


5  00    5  00 

5  50-15  50- 


01 
50 


6  50 


5 
5 


50 

60 


5  00 
5  00 


5  00-' 5  00- 
5  50 
4  75- 

5  00 

6  00 

4  50 
6  50 
6  00 

5  60 
5  00 
5  00 


3  50- 

5  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 


5  50 

4  75- 

5  00 

Y50 

9  50 

5  60 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

350- 

5  50 

3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  00 

8  00 
4  50- 

6  50 
3  00- 

6  00 

5  50 

6  50 


00 
50 
50 
50 
50 


5 


00- 
50 
4  75 
5  00 


7 
5 
5 
5 

5 


00 
50 
50 
50 
50 


4 
6 


50 
50 


5  60 
5  00 
5  50 


4  50- 
6  50 

3  00- 
6  00 

6  00 

7  00 


5  00- 

5  50 

4  75- 

5  00 

6  50 

5  00 

6  50 


5  50 

4  00- 

7  00 


5  00- 
6  00 
8  00 

4  00- 
6  00 
8  00 

4  50- 
6  00 


Sets 

6  50 

7  00- 
8  00 


8. 


$cts 


15. 


Supply  of  Coal 

on  HAND 
October  15,  1902. 


(')  50 
4  50 

10  00 


7  00- 


$cts 


{None. 

7  00-      11 


8  00    8  00 
8 50 


7  00 

8  00 
10  00 


10  00 


6  00 


8  00 


6  00 


4  00- 
8  00 

6  00 

7  00 
6  00-  6  00- 

7  00    7  00 

8  00,  8  00 
7  001  8  00 


8  75 
5  50 


5  00 

5  50- 
7  00 
5  50 

5  50 

6  50 
5  50 


00 
60 
00 
00 
50 


6  00 

5  00- 
6  00 

500 
6  50 

5  60 
5  00 
5  50 


5  50- 
7  50 

3  00- 
6  00 

6  50 

7  00 


5  50- 

7  50 

3  00- 

6  00 
10  00 

7  00 


8  00 

6  00- 

8  00 


8  75 
7  00 
a 
5  00 

5  50- 
00 


00 
50 
00 
50 


7  00 
8  00- 


00 
00 
50 
00 


6  50 
8  00 
6  00 
6  00 


8  00- 

10  00 

8  00 


10  00 

7  50 


8  00 
6  00 
>  00 


8  75 
7  00 
a 
5  00 
5  50 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
7  00 
5  50 


8  00 

9  00- 

10  00 


5  00 

6  50 


6  50 

8  00 

7  00 


8  00- 

10  00 

8  00 


8  00- 
10  00 
4  00 
10  00 
6  00 


None. 


6  00 
8  00 

8  00 


7  00 
6  00- 

8  00 


8  75 
7  00 
a 
5  00 

5  50- 

7  00 


00 
00 
00 
50 


9  00 


00 

50 


6  50 
8  00 
8  00 
8  00 


8  00- 

10  00 

8  00 


600  tons.     2,200  tons  in  1901,  658 
in  1900. 


1,000  tons.     Normal,  500. 


Fair. 
150  tons. 


None  on  hand. 


50  tons. 


10  00  10  00  60  tons. 
8  00- 
10  00 


June  1  to  August  15  and  Sept.  1  to  Oct.  15,  $6.50  to  $7.        §  Regular  customers  supplied  at  $5.50. 
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PRICES  OF  BITUMINOUS  COAL  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTHS 


Locality. 


Price  of  Coal 


1900. 


Ontario. — Con. 
Welland.... 
Windsor , ... 


Manitoba — 
Brandon . 
Winnipeg. 
Winnipeg. 


a 


$  cts. 

4  00 

3  75 


H 
H 


British  Columbia — 
Nanaimo 

.    New  Westminster  .  . 
New  Westminster. 


$    cts, 

4  00 

3  75 


*7  50 
7  50 

II  7*50 


4  00 


^Vancouver 
Victoria 


Victoria 


6  25 
6  50 
§5  50- 
6  00 
6  00 

5  50- 
6  00 

IT  6  00 


4  75 

7  50 


4  00 


+3 

CO 

fcc 


f- 

-a 
S 

-4-3 

a 

02 


.$   cts. 

4  00 

J  75 


6  25 
G  50 
50- 
G  00 

6  00 

50- 

6  00 
G  00 


4  75 

7  50 


^  00 


$   cts. 

4  00 

5  75 


October. 


6  25 
6  50 
50- 
6  00 
6  00, 

50- 
6  00 
6  00 


4  75 
7  50 


4  00 


G  25 
G  50 
50- 
6  00 
6  00 

50- 
6  00 

6  00 


$    cfcs. 

4  00 

5  75 


15. 


1901. 


4  75 
7  50 


6  25 
6  50 
50- 
G  00 
6  00 

50- 

6  00 
6  00 


$   cts. 

4  00 

3  75 


$   cts, 


3 


4 

.3 


00 


50 
00 


4 

7 


70 

50 


7  50 


(i  25 
6  50 
50- 
6  00 
6  00 

50- 

6  00 
(5  00 


$   cts. 

4  00 

3  75 


*4  30 


4  75 

7  50 


_ 

03 

3 
be 


$   cts. 


4 
3 


00 

75 


4  001    4  oo 


6  50 

6  50 

6  00-   6 

6  50 

6  50-   6 

7  w 


6  50 
6  50 
00- 

6  50 
§0 

7  00 


4  50 

7  50 


4  mi 


Si 

CD 

^3 


CD 
CD 

02 


October. 


15. 


$   cts. 

4  00 

3  75 


$   cts.  i$   cts. 


4  50 
7  50 

^  00 


6  50-    6  50- 


7  00 
6  50 


7  00 
6  50 


G  50 
6  50 
6  00- 

6  50 

6  50- 

;  ihi 

G  50- 

7  00 
G  50 


4  00 

3  751 


00 

75 


4  80l    4  80 


50 

50 


4  50 
7  50 


G  50 
6  50 
00- 

6  50 

50- 

7  <«> 
50- 
7  00 
6  50 


6  50- 
7  00 
6  50 


6  50     G  50 
G  50     6  50 
G  00-    6  00- 

6  GO     6  50 
6  50.   S  50A 

7  00 


7  001 
50- 
7  OOj 
G  50 


^[Prices  quoted  includes  delivery  of  lump  and  double  screened  coal  in  sacks.         £  Vancouver   rates   fc 
soft  coal.  "Souris.  §Lovver  priced  Comox ;  higher  Wellington  ;  both  double  screened   for  domestic 

V.— COAL  PRODUCTION  AND  SUPPLY  IN  CANADA. 


Next  to  gold  the  most  important  mineral 
product  mined  in  Canada,  reckoning  by 
value  of  output,  is  coal.  In  value  relative 
to  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country- 
coal  stands  first.  According  to  statistics 
published  in  the  Canadian  Mining  Manual 
for  1902,  a  conservative  estimate  of  the 
value  of  Canadian  mineral  production  dur- 
ing 1901  would  amount  to  $70,000,000.  Of 
this  sum  the  5,748,845  tons  of  coal  which 
were  mined  in  the  Dominion  during  the 
year  constitute  an  estimated  value  at  the 
pit-head  of  not  less  than  $18,000,000.  The 
distribution  of  this  output  was  as  follows : 

Tons. 

From  Nova  Scotia 3,834,360 

"      British  Columbia 1,529,210 

"      Alberta  and  Assiniboia   . .      370,275 

"      New  Brunswick 10,000 

"      Yukon 5,000 


Additional  importance  is  given  to  thest 
figures  when  it  is  pointed  out  that  theyj 
show  a  considerable  increase  in  tonna^ 
and  values  over  any  previous  year  in  the 
history  of  coal  mining  in  Canada,  and  that 
the  increase  in  this  respect  is  part  of  ai 
almost  continuous  movement  in  the  sai 
direction  extended  over  the  last  quart( 
of  a  century.  The  product  of  Canadiai 
coke  ovens  during  the  same  period  a] 
shows  a  considerable  increase,  the  tot* 
output  of  last  year  being  reckoned  at  376, 
696  tons,  of  which  Nova  Scotia  contribute 
241,936  and  British  Columbia  134,760. 

Distribution  of  Canadian  Coal  Areas. 

From  the  above  quoted  figures  a  genera 
idea  may  be  obtained  as  to  the  distributioi 
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JUNE  TO  OCTOBER,  INCLUSIVE,   1900,   1901,   1902.— Concluded. 


per  Ton. 

• 

• 

1902. 

• 

Supply  of  Coal 

ON   HAND, 

October  15,  1902. 

June. 

July.           August. 

i 

September. 

October. 

1. 

15. 

1. 

15. 

1. 

15. 

1. 

8. 

15. 

23. 

1. 

8. 

15. 

.Sets 

$cts 

Sets 

•Sets  $cts 

$  cts 

$cts 

lets 

$cts 

$cts 

Sets 

$cts 

$cts 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

4  50 

4  75 

4  75 

5  00 

5  00 

5  25 

5  75 

6  25 

8  00 

8  00 

3  75 

3  75 

+6  30 

8  50 

3  75 

3  75 

3  75 

3  75 

6  50 
8  50 

5  25 

7  80 
9  00 

7  00 

7  80 
9  00 

8  50 

8  50 

8  50 

8  50 

9  00 

9  00 

9  00 

9  00 

9  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

4  50 

4  50 

4  40 

4  40 

4  40 

4  40 

4  40 

4  40 

4  40 

4  75 

4  75 

7  50 

7  50 

7  50 

7  50 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

8  00 

9  00 

9  00 

9  00 

4  oo 

4  00 

4  00 

4  00 

4  00 

6  50 

0  50 

6  50 

»>  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  50    0  50 

G  50    G  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  00-  G  00- 

6  00-  6  00- 

G  00- 

6  00- 

G  00- 

G  00- 

6  00- 

G  00- 

G  00- 

G  00- 

6  00- 

6  50 

0  50 

G  50 

6  50 

G  50 

G  50 

6  50 

G  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  00 

G  no 

6  00 

0  00 

6  00 

6  oo 

6  00 

G  00 

6'  00 

G  00 

G  OO 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

G    0 

6  00 

G  00 

6  00 

G  00 

6  00 

G  00 

6  00 

6  00 

G  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  00 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

6  50 

G  50 

6  50 

6  50 

1902:   scrap, -S3. 50  ;  nut,  $4  ;  Wellington  lump,  double  screened,  $6.50;  Comox  lump,   $6.  ||  American 

purposes.         fGalt  coal. 


of  the  chief  producing  coal  areas  of  Can- 
ada. The  following  facts  concerning  the 
coal  areas  of  Canada  and  their  geographi- 
cal distribution  have  been  collated  in  the 
main  from  the  latest  publications  of  the 
Geological  Survey  on  the  subject,  and 
from  the  various  tables  presented  in  the 
Statistical  Year-Book  of  Canada  for  1901. 
In  all,  the  coal  areas  of  Canada  are  esti- 
mated to  cover  97,200  square  miles,  not  in- 
cluding large  tracts  which  are  known  to 
be  underlaid  with  coal  in  northern  Canada, 
but  towards  the  development  of  which  no 
steps  have  yet  been  taken,  as  well  as  minor 
areas  at  various  points  in  western  Canada, 
the  importance  of  which  is  being  more  and 
more  recognized  with  increased  investiga- 
tion. These  great  areas  may  be  roughly 
divided  into  three  fields,  the  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  fields,   the  fields   oc- 


curring in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west 
Territories,  and  the  British  Columbia 
areas. 

(1.)  The  Nova  Scotia  Fields. 

T4ie  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick 
coal  fields  cover  about  625  square  miles. 
They  belong  to  the  true  carboniferous  for- 
mations, and  produce  bituminous  coal  of 
excellent  quality,  of  which  the  estimated 
supply  available  for  mining  is  placed  at 
the  enormous  total  of  seven  billion  tons. 
Five,  sub-divisions  of  this  field  are  usually 
recognized:  (1)  The  Sydney  field  in  Cape 
Breton,  wherein  is  situated  the  first  coal 
mine  ever  opened  in  Canada,  working  hav- 
ing been  done  on  it  by  the  government  as 
far  back  as  1785,  and  regular  mining  hav- 
ing been  begun  in  1827;  (2)  the  Inverness 
coal  fields  on  the  west  shore  of  Cape  Bre- 
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ton  Island,  the  chief  collieries  of  which  are 
situate  at  Port  Hood,  Mabou  and  Broad 
Cove;  (3)  the  Eichmond  field;  (4)  the 
Pictou  coal  field,  having  an  area  of  about 
25  square  miles,  the  seams  being  of  great 
size,  although  the  field  is  only  11  miles 
long  by  3  miles  at  its  maximum  width ;  and 
(5)  the  Cumberland  field,  the  most  west- 
erly of  the  coal  districts  of  Nova  Scotia, 
a  part  of  it  being  adjacent  to  Chignecto 
Bay  and  composed  of  the  Joggins  and 
Springhill  basins.  In  New  Brunswick 
the  only  known  field  of  economic  value  is 
that  situated  at  the  head  of  Grand  Lake 
in  Queen's  County,  where  about  100  square 
miles  are  known  to  be  underlaid  with  coal 
measures,  but  the  profit  of  working 
which,  except  for  the  local  market,  is  ren- 
dered problematical  by  the  thinness  of  the 
seams.  Mention  might  be  made  further, 
in  connection  with  any  notice  of  the  fuel 
supply  of  New  Brunswick,  of  the  discover- 
ies of  petroleum  which  have  been  recently 
made,  and  which,  it  is  expected,  will  add 
materially  to  the  natural  resources  of  the 
province. 

In  further  explanation  of  the  statistics 
quoted  above  from  the  Mining  Manual, 
the  following  information  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  Department  of  Mines  of 
Nova  Scotia  for  the  year  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1901,  is  of  interest  in  this  connec- 
tion. According  to  this  authority  there 
were  3,625,365  tons  of  coal  raised  and  120,- 
000  tons  of  coke  manufactured  in  Nova 
Scotia  during  the  period  covered.  Coal 
royalties  alone  contributed  $367,925  out  of 
a  total  of  $437,726  of  total  revenues  re- 
ceived by  the  Mines  Department.  Of  the 
total  number  of  tons  mined,  Cumberland 
County  contributed  478,226  tons,  of  which 
410,440  were  from  Springhill  collieries, 
and  66,065  were  from  the  Joggins  mines. 
Pictou  contributed  490,168  tons,  of  which 
the  Acadia  Company  furnished  271,145, 
and  the  Intercolonial  Company  219,023. 
The  Cape  Breton  sales  were  2,260,955  as 
compared  with  2,041,806  for  the  year  end- 
ing September  30,  1900. 


Side  by  side  with  these  statistics  may  be 
placed  the  following  colliery  returns  for 
1901,  as  furnished  by  the  Mining  Manual: 

Dominion  Coal  Co $2,561,783 

Cumberland  Railway  and  Coal  Co.  411,000 

Acadia  Coal  Co 270,253 

Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal  Co..  237,184 

Intercolonial   Coal   Co 204,402 

Canada   Coals    and   Railway   Co..  68,055 

Gowrie   and    Blockhouse 20,700 

Port  Hood  Coal   Co 20,000 

Cape  Breton  Coal  Co 13,534 

Inverness  and  Richmond 13,500 

Sydney  Coal  Co 8,949 

Other,   estimated 5,000 

$3,834,360 

The  total  represents  an  increase  of  fully 
500,000  tons  over  the  production  of  1900, 
the  result,  very  largely,  of  the  operations 
of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company,  which 
raised  2,561,783  tons,  as  compared  with  1,- 
999,737  tons  in  1900.  About  600,000  tons 
of  this  was  exported  to  the  United  States, 
and  about  860,000  to  St.  Lawrence  ports, 
the  balance  of  production  going  principally 
to  the  Sydney  steel  works. 

In  this  place,  also,  the  Department  of 
Mines'  report  may  be  further  quoted  as  to 
the  market  during  the  year  ending  Sep- 
tember 30,  1901,  of  the  3,119,335  tons  of 
Nova  Scotia  coal  which  was  sold  during 
that  period.  Of  this,  998,814  tons  went  to 
consumers  within  the  province,  349,994  to 
consumers  in  New  Brunswick,  53,773  to 
consumers  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  105,- 
620  to  consumers  in  Newfoundland,  1,017,- 
046  to  consumers  in  Quebec,  590,086  to 
consumers  in  the  United  States,  and  4,002 
to  consumers  in  other  countries. 

There  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
52,000  men  employed  in  and  about 
the  coal  mines  of  Nova  Scotia,  the 
majority  of  them  enrolled  in  the 
Provincial  Workmen's  Association,  though 
a  number  belonged  to  the  order  of 
the  Knights  of  Labour.  To  the  former  or- 
ganization the  men  pay  25  cents  per  month 
arid  receive,  in  case  of  sickness  or  accident 
incapacitating  them  from  labour,  a  benefit 
of  $3  per  week.  Boys  pay  20  cents  per 
month  and  receive  in  sick  or  accident  bene- 
fits $2.40  per  week.     Company  stores  have 
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been  rendered  impossible  in  the  mining  re- 
gions by  laws  directed  against  the    truck 
*  system. 

(2.)  Manitoba   and  North-west  Terri- 
tories. 

From  New  Brunswick  westward,  until 
the  province  of  Manitoba  is  reached,  no 
coal  measures  occur  in  Canada.  In  Que- 
bec, the  lower  carboniferous  form  is  repre- 
sented only  by  small  strips  on  the  south- 
east coast  of  Gaspe,  which  constitute  mere- 
ly the  northern  rim  of  the  coal  basins  of 
"New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  No 
workable  coal  seams  have  yet  been  discov- 
ered in  them,  and  in  the  opinion  of  geolo- 
gical authorities  no  coal  is  to  be  looked  for 
elsewhere  in  the  province.  There  are  large 
peat  deposits  of  excellent  quality  through- 
out the  valley  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  it 
is  to  that  and  to  its  tracts  of  forests  that 
Quebec  is  chiefly  dependent  within  its  own 
boundaries  for  its  supply  of  fuel.  In  On- 
tario, similarly,  no  coal  measures  occur. 
The  supply  of  petroleum,  which  may  be  re- 
ferred to  here  in  reference  to  its  use  as  a 
fuel,  is  also  yearly  diminishing,  the  yield 
from  the  oil  fields  of  the  province  of  On- 
tario, according  to  the  report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Mines  for  1902,  being  only  21,433,500 
imperial  gallons  as  against  23,381,783  in 
1901)  and  23,615,967  in  1899.  Of  this  total 
about  3,500,000  gallons  were  used  in  mak- 
ing gas  and  other  fuel.  Some  351  men,  at 
wages  of  $161,042,  were  employed  in  the 
industry  during  the  year.  The  supply  of 
natural  gas  produced  in  Ontario  in  1901 
was  also  less  than  in  1900,  the  figures  being 
$392,823  and  $342,183  respectively.  There 
is,  however,  a  noteworthy  tendency  towards 
the  utilizing  of  the  extensive  peat 
tracts*  which  are  found  both  in  the  older 
portions  of  the  province  and  in  New  On- 
tario for  purposes  of  fuel,  both  in  the 
pressed  form  and  in  the  form  of  producer 
of  gas,  which,  it  is  claimed,  can  be  manufac- 
tured advantageously  from  the  ordinary 
dried  Canadian  product. 

In  Manitoba  and  the  Territories,  on  the 
other  hand,  coal  areas  of  considerable  ex- 
tent are  found,  yielding  lignites  for  the 
most    part,  but    grading    to    much    better 


quality,  in  one  instance  to  anthracite,  ac- 
cording to  locality.  As  above  stated,  re- 
cent investigations  are  in  the  way  of  prov- 
ing the  coal  deposits  in  this  portion  of  the 
Dominion  more  extensive  and  valuable 
than  was  originally  supposed.  Thus,  until 
very  recently  the  lignites  of  the  Turtle 
Mountain  region  in  southern  Manitoba  have 
been  almost  wholly  overlooked,  although 
their  geographical  proximity  to  the  more 
settled  portions  of  the  country  make  them 
of  great  industrial  importance,  especially 
as  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  wood  through- 
out the  Canadian  West  increases  the  de- 
pendence of  consumers  upon  other  classes 
of  fuel.  Of  the  coal  areas  now  operated 
in  Western  Canada,  the  Souris  River  field, 
situated  in  Assiniboia,  close  to  the  United 
States  boundary,  yields  good  lignite,  which 
finds  a  steady  market  in  Winnipeg  and 
throughout  Manitoba,  and  in  the  Territor- 
ies as  far  west  as  Regina.  In  Assiniboia, 
the  Belly  River  fields  also  yield  lignites  of 
good  quality,  the  Lethbridge  collieries  and 
the  Canadian  Anthracite  Coal  Company's 
collieries  at  Canmore  and  at  Anthracite 
being  well-known  workings,  the  latter  be- 
ing especially  important  as  the  one  place  in 
Canada  where  anthracite  coal  suitable  for 
house  use,  and  grading  to  the  necessary 
percentage  of  carbon,  has  been  mined  for 
consumption.  The  output  from  the  col- 
lieries at  Anthracite  and  Canmore  during 
1901,  according  to  the  Canadian  Mining 
Manual,  was  14,742  and  88,499  tons  respec- 
tively, a  total  of  103,742  tons,  compared 
with  98,000  produced  in  1900.  The  Leth- 
bridge collieries  also  show  an  increase  in 
production  and  output  over  1901,  the  total 
being  217,034  tons  as  compared  with  181,- 
801  tons  in  1900.  The  selling  price  of 
these  coals  f.o.b.  at  Winnipeg  was  $9  for 
anthracite  and  $7.50  for  bituminous  coal. 
It  is  stated  also  on  good  authority  that  the 
output  of  the  coal  mines  of  the  Territories 
during  the  present  season  indicate  a  cor- 
responding or  higher  rate  of  progress. 

(3.)  The  British  Columbia  Fields. 

In  the  coal  areas  of  British  Columbia 
the  quality  of  the  product  ranges  as  in  the 
Territories     from     lignite     to     anthracite. 
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The  areas  are  usually  grouped  under  two 
headings,  those  situated  on  the  western 
slope  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and  usually 
termed  the  Mountain  Group,  and  those 
found  on  Vancouver  Island,  known  as  the 
Coast  Mines.  In  more  detail  the  follow- 
ing four  headings  may  be  adopted: — The 
Crow's  Nest  Pass  field,  the  most  easterly 
of  the  coal  measures  of  the  province  and 
only  brought  into  commercial  importance 
of  recent  years  by  the  construction  of  a 
branch  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Kail- 
way  which  traverses  the  region  and  ren- 
ders the  product  available  at  the  smelting 
centres  of  the  Kootenay  district;  the  Na- 
naimo  colliery  on  the  Island  of  Vancouver 
in  the  south-eastern  part;  the  Comox  field, 
estimated  at  over  300  square  miles  in  ex- 
tent, and  lying  to  the  north-west  of  the 
Nanaimo  deposits;  the  Queen  Charlotte 
Island  field,  where  both  anthracite  and  bi- 
tuminous are  found,  the  former  compar- 
ing favourably  with  that  of  Pennsylvania, 
but  situated  at  a  distance  from  the  coast 
and  otherwise  so  difficult  of  access  as  to 
be  at  present  of  little  or  no  commercial  im- 
portance. 

As  in  the  other  coal  regions  of  Canada, 
the  output  of  coal  in  British  Columbia 
showed  increases  during  1901.  According 
to  the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Mines  for 
the  year  ending  December  31,  1901,  there 
were  1,460,331  tons  of  coal  valued  at  4,380,- 
993  mined  during  the  year,  as  compared 
with  $1,439,595  tons  valued  at  $4,318,785 
during  1900.  The  production  of  coke  dur- 
ing the  same  period  rose  from  85,149  tons 
valued  at  $425,745  in  1900  to  127,081  tons 
valued  at  $635,405  in  1901.  Of  these  totals 
the  coast  collieries  produced  1,261,744  tons 
of  coal  and  15,398  tons  of  coke,  and  the 
Crow's  Nest  collieries  198,581  tons  of  coal 
and  111,683  tons  of  coke.  The  sales  of 
British   Columbia  coal  for  the  year  were 


as  follows: — For  consumption  in  Canada, 
413,705  tons;  for  consumption  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  985,197;  for  consumption  in 
other  countries,  18,966,  or  a  total  of  1,327,- 
868.  There  were  80,154  tons  of  British 
Columbia  coke  sold  in  Canada,  and  47,379 
tons  sold  in  the  United  States.  The  in- 
creased use  of  oil,  however,  as  fuel  in  Cali- 
fornia, which  in  spite  of  an  import  duty, 
forms  the  principal  market  for  British 
Columbia  coal,  has  been  affecting  more  or 
less  seriously  the  collieries  of  Vancouver 
Island  during  the  past  twelve  months.  It 
is  estimated  that  about  four  barrels  of  oil 
are  equal  to  one  ton  of  British  Columbia 
coal,  which  can  be  laid  down  in  San  Fran- 
cisco at  about  $6.50  per  ton,  whereas  the 
oil  costs  only  about  73  cents  per  barrel  in 
the  same  locality.  At  the  same  time  the 
oil  cannot  be  sold  for  less  than  $1.25  per 
barrel  in  British  Columbia,  while  coal  at 
the  mine  costs  only  $3.50  to  $4  a  ton. 

There  were  in  1900,  3,701  men  employed, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Provincial 
Minister  of  Mines,  in  the  Vancouver  Is- 
land collieries  of  which  568  were  Chinese 
and  51  Japanese. 

In  the  Yukon  also,  as  will  be  seen,  coal 
deposits  have  been  discovered  and  worked, 
considering  the  circumstances,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent. 

Growth    of    Coal  Mining  Industry  in 

Canada. 

It  was  stated  above  that  a  significant 
feature  of  the  coal  mining  industry  in 
Canada  was  its  continuous  growth  during 
the  past  25  years.  The  accompanying 
table,  reduced  from  the  complete  returns 
presented  in  the  Statistical  Year-Book  for 
1901,  will  give  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
at  a  glance  the  rate  at  which  this  progress 
has  been  maintained : — 


Calendar  Year. 


1875. 

1880. 

1885. 

1890. 

1895. 

1899 

1900. 

1901 


Nova  Scotia. 


*  Tons. 

930,613 
1,777,669 
1,547,990 
2,181,033 
2,225,145 
3,148,822 
3,623,536 
3,834,360 


British 
Columbia. 


*  Tons. 

109,361 
305,045 
372,987 

767,:>si; 

1,058,045 
1,431,101 
1,623.180 
1,529.210 


Manitoba 
and  the 
Territories. 
f 

*  Tons. 


Xew 
Brunswick. 


Tom 


128,953 
185,(154 
334,(10' 
351,950 
375,275 


7.110 
9,500 

10,528 
10,000 
10,000 


Total 
production. 


*  Tons. 

1,039,974 
1,482,714 
1,920,977 
3.084.682 
:-i.47S.344 
4,925,051 
5,608,666 
5. 7  4  S.  845 


*  Tons  of  2,000  lbs.     f  Including  Yukon. 
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The  Coal  Trade  of  Canada. 

From  the  above  brief  description  of  the 
geographical  distribution  of  the  coal  areas 
of  Canada,  as  well  as  from  the  statements 
included  as  to  the  markets  found  by  the 
coal  product  of  British  Columbia  and 
Nova  Scotia,  it  will  be  seen  that  transpor- 
tation charges  entering  so  largely,  the  Do- 
minion is  of  necessity  at  once  an  importer 
and  an  exporter  on  a  considerable  scale  of 
the  products  of  the  coal  mine.  The  prac- 
tically total  absence  of  anthracite  in  coal 
measures  of  Canada  is  another  important 
element.  Thus,  in  1901,  to  quote  again 
the  Canadian  Mining  Manual,  the  whole 
Dominion  imported  3,135,158  tons  of  bitu- 
minous coal,  while  exporting  to  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain,  Newfoundland,  and 
other  countries  1,573,661  tons  of  similar 
product  of  her  own.  At  the  same  time, 
anthracite  to  the  extent  of  2,024,383  tons 
was  imported,  making  the  total  consump- 
tion of  coal  in  the  Dominion  9,334,725 
tons,  of  which  over  half  was  imported, 
though  much  more  than  half  that  quantity 
was  produced  in  Canada.  The  trade  re- 
turns for  the  twelve  months  ending  with 
June  last  show  that  the  Dominion  import- 
ed 3,009,135  tons  of  bituminous  coal  from 
the  United  States,  paying  for  the  same 
$5,626,695,  and  sold  to  the  United  States 
during  the  period  1,529,469  tons  of  the 
same  material  for  which  a  price  of  $4,318,- 
681  was  received,  the  New  England  states, 
as  usual,  in  spite  of  the  import  duty  of  67 
cents,  taking  the  bulk  of  what  is  mined  in 
the  eastern  deposits  of  Canada,  California 
importing  largely  from  the  deposits  on 
Vancouver  Island,  and  Ontario  almost 
wholly  and  Quebec  very  largely  depending 
on  the  United  States  producers  for  their 
supply  of  soft  coal  and  anthracite. 

The  general  progress  of  this  important 
,  export  trade  in  coal  is  well  shown  in  the 
following  tables  reduced  from  the  Statisti- 
cal Year  Book : — 


Imports  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal  for 
home    consumption   into   Canada. 

COAL,  ANTHRACITE. 


Year  ended 
June  30. 

Dutiable. 

Free. 

1870 

1875.    ...... 

Quantity 

Tons. 

*114,272 

*244,2G5 

516,729 

910,321 

Value. 

$ 
375,086 

Quautity 

Tons. 

*279,780 

*652,435 

Value. 

$ 

1,010,159 

3,076,088 

1880 

1,509,900 
3,909,844 

1885 

1890 

fl,201,335 
fl,  404, 342 
fl,  654, 401 
fl,  933, 283 

4,595,727 

1895 

5,350,627 
6,602,91 

1900 

1901 

7,923,95 

*  Coal  and  coke  of  all  kinds,  f  Anthracite  coal 

dust  included. 

COAL,  BITUMINOUS. 


Year    ended 
June  30. 

DUITABLE. 

Free. 

Quantity 
Tons. 

Value. 

•$ 

Quantity 
Tons. 

Value. 

1870 

$ 

1875 

1880 

457,049 
1,011,875 
1,409,282 
1,444,928 
2,439,764 
2,516,392 

1,220,716 
3,197,539 

3,321,387 
4,310,964 
4,956,025 

1885 

1890 

1895 

1900 

1901 

Exports  of  coal,  produce  of  Canada,  from  the 

Dominion. 


Year  ended  June  30. 


1870. 
1875. 
1880. 
1885. 
1890. 
1895. 
1900. 
1901. 


ExroRT  of  Coal. 


Quantity. 


*Tons. 

286,707 

288,176 

344,694 

479,706 

715,364 

1,110,567 

1,641,031 

1,888,538 


Value. 


588,799 

937,923 

1,013,899 

2,447^936 

3,578,195 
4,599,602 
5,307,060 


Tons  of  2,000  lbs. 


The  Anthracite  Supply. 

It  will  be  of  interest  to  notice  briefly 
both  the  place  held  by  anthracite  in  the 
industrial  and  social  community,  and  see- 
ing that  practically   the   entire   Canadian 
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supply  is  derived  from  the  United  States, 
its  proportion  relative  to  the  total  coal  pro- 
duct of  the  republic.  With  regard  to  the 
former,  it  may  be  said  that  while  the  use 
of  hard  coal  for  domestic  heating  is  per- 
haps the  most  important  to  which  it  is 
put,  it  is  also  employed  largely  in  manu- 
factures, certain  of  which  can  obtain  no 
substitute  equally  satisfactory.  Anthra- 
cite, for  example,  is  an  exceedingly  useful 
commodity  to  brewers  for  the  making  of 
malt.  Bakers  and  confectioners  are  also 
largely  dependent  upon  it,  and  in  places 
where  soft  coal  is  banned  because  of  its 
pollution  of  the  air  the  anthracite  is  very 
largely  used  in  general  industry.  More 
recently  the  use  of  electricity  generated  by 
water  power,  as  well  as  the  increasing  use 
of  fuel  oils  and  natural  gas  where  obtain- 
able have  tended  to  lessen  the  demand  for 
anthracite,  but  since  the  time  when,  early 
in  the  last  century,  it  first  found  its  way 
into  manufacturing,  it  has  played  an  im- 
portant part  in  every  city  where  consider- 
ations of  transportation  made  its  use  a 
possibility. 

The  deposits  of  anthracite  in  the  United 
States  are  not  extensive.  Pennsylvania,  to 
which  the  virtual  monopoly  obtains,  has 
about  382  square  miles  of  territory  under- 
laid by  anthracite,  whereas  there  are  203,- 
336  square  miles  of  soft  coal  areas  in  the 
United  States,  and  as  above  mentioned, 
nearly  half  that  extent  in  Canada.  The 
territory  depending  upon  Pennsylvania  ac-. 
cordingly  for  its  anthracite  is  practically 
commensurate  with  that  permitted  by  the 
cost  of  transportation.  Within  the  radius 
thus  permitted,  every  city  and  town  is  de- 
pendent upon  Pennsylvania  for  its  supply 


of  anthracite.  In  the  annual  report  of  the 
United  States  Geological  Survey  for  1901, 
now  in  the  press,  it  is  stated  that  the  total 
production  of  anthracite  coal  in  Pennsyl- 
vania during  the  year  was  67,471,667  net 
tons  of  2,000  pounds.  The  price  of  this  at 
the  mines  was  $112,504,020,  an  average  of 
$1.67  per  ton,  the  men  employed  in  mining 
it  numbering  145,309,  working  on  an  aver- 
age 196  days.  In  the  bituminous  mines  of 
the  United  States,  during  1901,  340,235 
men,  working  225  days,  produced  225,826,- 
849  short  tons,  valued  at  $236,406,449,  or 
2  94  tons  per  man  per  day  and  664  tons 
per  man  per  year.  The  average  price  of 
bituminous  coal  per  short  ton  in  1901  was 
$1.05.  In  the  last  twelve  years  the  num- 
ber of  workers  in  the  anthracite  mines  has 
increased  from  126,000  in  1890  to  145,309 
in  1901,  or  over  15  per  cent.  During  the 
same  period,  the  number  of  men  in  the  bi- 
tuminous mines  has  increased  from  192,- 
204  to  340,235,  or  a  little  over  77  per  cent. 

With  regard  to  the  market  of  Pennsyl- 
vania anthracite,  the  cities  of  New  York, 
Philadelphia  and  New  Jersey  absorb  fully 
65  per  cent.  Of  this  two-thirds  is  con- 
sumed in  New  York  city  and  vicinity 
alone;  15  per  cent,  or  over  8  million  tons 
goes  to  the  New  England  States,  and  12 
per  cent,  or  about  6,500,000,  goes  to  the 
Western  States.  The  Southern  States  con- 
sume about  4  per  cent,  or  2,142,000  tons. 
The  Canadian  market,  as  above  indicated, 
accounts  for  2,000,000  tons.  According  to 
the  report  of  the  Geological  Survey,  the 
world's  production  of  coal  last  year  am- 
ounted to  866,000,000  short  tons,  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  and  Germany  contri- 
buting 81  per  cent. 


VI.— REVIEW  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  ANTHRACITE   COAL   STRIKE. 


The  recent  publication,  in  the  November 
Bulletin  of  the  Washington  Department  of 
Labour,  of  the  report  on  the  strike  situ- 
ation in  Pennsylvania,  prepared  for  the 
President  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Car- 
roll D.  Wright,  the  Commissioner  of  La- 
bour, places  a  valuable  collection  of  mate- 
rial at  the  disposal  of  the  public.       The 


facts  contained  were  gained  as  the  result 
of  personal  inquiries  made  both  in  New 
York  and  in  the  regions  immediately  affect- 
ed by  the  disturbance,  of  presidents  of  coal 
operating  railways,  independent  operator?, 
independent  capitalists,  officers  of  the 
Miners'  Union,  business  men,  of  miner-. 
and   others,   and   although   the  strike  has 
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been  one  in  which  the  number  of  varying 
conditions,  conflicting  views  and  irritating 
complaints  were  large,  a  gratifying  feature 
of  the  investigation  is  stated  by  the  Com- 
missioner to  have  been  the  absence  of  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  those  chiefly  inter- 
ested to  misrepresent  the  facts  as  the  indi- 
viduals testifying  understood  them.  The 
report  may  be  accepted  as  the  best  official 
statement  of  the  situation,  and  from  its 
pages  the  following  particulars  for  the 
most  part  are  accordingly  taken : — 

Origin  of  the  Strike. 

The  causes  which  led  up  to  this  great 
industrial  upheaval  may  be  said  to  date 
back  as  far  as  the  year  1875,  when  the  im- 
portation of  a  lower  class  of  workmen  from 
Austria-Hungary  and  south-western  Rus- 
sia first  led  to  a  reduction  in  the  standard 
of  living  hitherto  possible  for  the  higher 
priced  American  and  British  immigrant 
miner  in  the  anthracite  coal  regions  of 
Pennsylvania.  In  spite  of  various  devices 
to  meet  this  competition  the  Slav  began 
gradually  to  displace  and  at  the  same  time 
to  reduce  the  wages  of  the  English-speak- 
ing workman.  The  result  was  a  strike  of 
the  latter  class  in  1887-8,  which  ended  in 
failure  and  a  return  to  work  at  a  still  fur- 
ther reduction  of  wages.  These  conditions 
continued  without  material  modification 
until  within  a  short  time  of  the  close  of 
the  century,  when  a  new  element  was  in- 
troduced into  the  situation  by  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Slav  laboures  as  members  of 
the  Union  of  United  Mine  Workers'  of 
America.  This  was  an  organization  of  bi- 
tuminous coal  miners  which,  about  the 
year  1899,  sent  representatives  into  the  an- 
thracite coal  fields  and  began  the  organi- 
zation of  the  miners  of  that  commodity. 
In  1900  a  strike  was  inaugurated  among 
the  latter  class  of  coal  miners,  in  which  a 
number  of  grievances,  many  of  them  the 
subject  of  long-standing  complaint,  were 
made  the  matter  of  dispute.  The  result 
was  an  advance  in  the  scale  of  wages  and 
the  amelioration  of  a  number  of  other  con- 
ditions which  had  been  the  cause  for  many 
years  of  friction  between  the  operators  and 


the  miners.  It  was  in  the  sensitiveness, 
however,  which  remained  in  spite  of  these 
concessions  and  the  intense  irritation 
which  followed  the  terms  of  settlement  of 
this  strike  of  1900  that  the  present  disturb- 
ance found  its  immediate  root. 

With  a  view  of  finding  alleviation  for 
some  of  the  more  annoying  features  of  the 
situation  as  thus  created,  Mr.  John  Mit- 
chell, President  of  the  United  Mine  Work- 
ers of  America,  approached  the  owners  of 
the  various  anthracite  mines  in  Pennsyl- 
vania on  February  15,  1901,  with  a  propo- 
sition for  the  holding  of  a  joint  conference 
of  miners  and  operators  during  the  follow- 
ing month  of  March,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
termining a  new  scale  of  wages  for  a  peri- 
od to  be  mutually  agreed  upon.  To  this 
proposal,  however,  the  presidents  of  the 
several  coal  companies  would  not,  for  va- 
rious reasons,  agree,  holding  that  the  ques- 
tion of  wages  had  been  adjusted  at  the 
close  of  the  strike  in  the  previous  October. 
The  attempt  to  secure  a  conference,  ac- 
cordingly only  intensified  the  difficulty  of 
the  situation.  Constant  appeals  were 
made  by  the  miners  to  the  officers  of  the 
union  for  the  organizing  of  a  strike,  and 
it  is  stated  as  a  feature  in  contra-distinc- 
tion  to  the  conditions  prevailing  in  most 
strikes,  that  the  officers  of  the  union,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  persistently  opposed 
the  suggestion.  It  was  hoped  that  the  un- 
fair conditions  under  which  the  miners 
held  they  were  working,  might  be  lessened 
by  constant  appeals,  and  that  what  they 
deemed  the  strong  prejudices  of  the  coal 
operators  might  be  softened  by  meeting 
them  frequently  and  by  a  frequent  presen- 
tation of  their  claims  for  better  terms  of 
employment.  This  policy,  however,  which 
was  continued  for  over  a  year,  came  to  an 
end  in  May  of  the  present  season,  when 
the  demand  of  the  men  that  a  strike  be  or- 
ganized could  no  longer  be  refused  by  their 
leaders.  In  spite  of  the  strenuous  inter- 
ference of  various  outside  agencies  acting 
in  the  interest  of  industrial  peace,  promi- 
nent among  which  was  the  Civic  Feder- 
ation, a  strike  was  inaugurated  at  a  con- 
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vention  which  met  at  Hazelton  on  May  15, 
although  it  had  virtually  begun  some  three 
days  previously,  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
union  men  engaged  in  the  actual  labour  of 
mining-  underground. 

Demands  of  the  Mine  Workers. 

As  presented  to  the  United  States  Com- 
missioner in  writing  by  Mr.  John  Mitchell, 
president  of  the  United  Mine  Workers  of 
America,  the  specific  demands  of  the  coal 
miners  in  the  dispute  were  as  follows : — 

1.  That  there  shall  be  an  increase  of  20  per 
cent  to  the  miners  who  are  paid  by  the  ton — 
that  is,  for  men  performing  contract  work. 
These  men  involve  about  40  per  cent  of  all  the 
miners. 

2.  A  reduction  of  20  per  cent  in  the  time  of 
per  diem  employees.  The  mines  are  operated 
about  200  days  per  year,  ten  hours  per  day. 
This  demand,  if  granted,  would  result  in  re- 
ducing the  day  to  eight  hours  (20  per  cent),  so 
that  the  mines  would  be  operated  240  days  at 
about  the  same  pay;  hence  an  equivalent  of  20 
per  cent  increase  in  the  earnings,  no  increase  in 
the  rates  of  per  diem  employees  being  de- 
manded. 

3.  That  2,240  pounds  shall  constitute  the  ton 
on  which  payment  is  based  for  all  coal  mined 
where  the  miners  are  paid  by  weight.  This 
would  apply  in  any  district  where  weighing  coal 
would  be  practicable,  and  to  those  miners  who 
are  paid  by  the  quantity  and  not  to  those  paid 
by  the  day. 

Subsequently,  on  the  rejection  of  the 
above  petition,  the  miners  offered  to  ac- 
cept one-half:  that  is  to  say,  10  per  cent 
increase  in  pay  per  ton,  where  mining  is 
paid  in  that  manner,  and  10  per  cent  de- 
crease in  the  working  day.  They  also 
offered  to  leave  the  whole  matter  to  arbitra- 
tion and  investigation,  and  to  accept  the 
result.  To  this  modified  request,  however, 
as  well  as  to  the  original  demand,  the  op- 
erators gave  an  unqualified  refusal,  and 
the  issue  was  accordingly  left  to  be  deter- 
mined according  to  the  relative  powers  of 
endurance  of  the  contesting  parties. 

Other  Issues  Involved. 

Although  the  number  of  issues  involved 
in  the  dispute  was  very  large,  and  though 
the  variety  of  points  of  view  from  which 
the  situation  might  be  approached  was  al- 
most unprecedented,  one  or  two  additional 
elements  of  disturbance  in  the  situation 
may  be  referred  to  briefly  here.  On  the 
part  of  the  operators  the  fundamental  idea 
at   stake   seemed   to   be   the   securing   and 


preservation  of  discipline,  a  contention  in 
which  the  officers  of  the  union  themselves 
admitted  there  was  a  great  deal  of  truth, 
though  claiming  at  the  same  time  that  the 
union,  if  it  had  not  been  persistently  an- 
tagonized by  the  operators,  would  be  in  a 
better  position  to  treat  cases  of  insubor- 
dination than  the  operators  themselves. 
To  this,  the  reply  of  the  operators  was  that 
they  had  no  confidence  in  the  ability  of 
the  miners'  union  to  control  its  members, 
and  that  while  they  had  no  antagonism  to 
labour  unions  as  such,  they  felt,  when 
asked  to  make  contracts  with  the  unions 
that  the  latter  should  put  themselves  in  a 
position  to  be  pecuniarily  responsible  for 
the  carrying  out  of  such  contracts. 

Aspects  of  the  Miners'  Claims. 

The   weighing  grievance,  which    stands 
third  on  the  list  as  above  quoted,  represents 
a  difficulty  of  longstanding  date.    The  com- 
plaint of  the  men  in  this  connection  was 
twofold:  that  they  were  systematically  de- 
frauded by  the  action  of  the  bosses — the 
men  who   determine  how  much  deduction 
shall  be  made  for  impurities — and  that  in 
cases  where  they  were  paid  by  the  wagon 
or  carload,  a  gradual  increase,  by  various 
methods,  in  the  size  of  the  wagon  or  car, 
without   a  corresponding  increase   in    the 
amount  of  remuneration  received,  had  con- 
stituted an  equal  injustice.     The  conten- 
tion of  the  operators,  however,  in  reply  to 
the  latter  aspect  of  the  situation  was  that 
the  size  of  the  different  cars  is  determined 
by  the  conditions  of  the  particular  anthra- 
cite field,  and  that  even  conceding  the  min- 
ers' demands  that  all  coal  should  be  weigh- 
ed, the  present  car  prices  would  necessarily 
have  to  be  used  as  a  basis  to  figure  back 
from,  and  consequently  no  change  in  the 
scale   of   remuneration   could   result.     The 
whole  question,  it  was  claimed,  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly  difficult    one    to    explain.     The 
comment  of  the  Commissioner  of  Labour, 
however,  is  that  the  powder  question,  which 
was  apparently  quite  as  impossible  of  solu- 
tion, was  effectually  settled  in  1900,  and 
that  there  ought  to  be  genius  enough  at 
the  present  moment  to  settle  the  companion 
difficulty  as  to  weighing. 
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With  regard  to  the  matter  of  an  increase 
of  wages,  the  miners  backed  their  demand 
by  the  statement,  which  has  not  been  con- 
troverted, that  after  the  increase  granted 
in  1900,  the  prices  of  commodities  in  the 
mining  regions  were  enhanced  accordingly, 
and  that  they  find  it  exceedingly  difficult 
under  present  conditions  to  live  properly 
on  the  wages  they  are  receiving.  The  re- 
duction of  time,  which  was  put  forward  by 
the  miners  on  the  ordinary  argument  for 
the  reduction  of  the  length  of  the  working 
day,  was  also  backed  by  the  statement  that 
if  the  men  were  employed  8  hours  a  day  on 
the  basis  of  payment  of  the  presentlO-hour 
day,  they  would  have  240  days'  employment 
during  the  year  instead  of  200,  as  at  pres- 
ent, with  a  consequent  increase  in  wages 
as  well  as  the  improvement  in  their  general 
condition  which  would  flow  from  more  con- 
stant employment.  To  this  the  operators 
replied  that  they  are  able  to  market  only 
about  60  per  cent  of  the  capacity  of  the 
mines,  and  that  their  fixed  charges  have  to 
be  maintained  throughout  the  whole  year 
without  reference  to  the  amount  of  coal 
that  can  be  marketed;  that  an  increase  of 
20  per  cent  in  wages  would  amount  to  about 
46  cents  a  ton  increase,  to  which  14  cents 
further  increase  would  have  to  be  added  to 
offset  the  reduction  in  output.  The  profits 
of  coal  mining,  however,  according  to  the 
miners,  are  sufficient  to  warrant  the  in- 
crease in  wages  which  they  demand,  and 
they  bacK  their  demand  with  the  statement 
that  the  output  of  anthracite  coal  has  in- 
creased largely  under  unionist  conditions 
and  since  the  settlement  of  1900.  With 
regard  to  the  latter  claim,  it  may  be  stated 
that  while  the  output  per  man  has  not  in- 
creased, according  to  the  official  figures,  the 
miners,  considering  the  average  tonnage 
per  man  per  year  of  the  total  number  of 
men  employed  under  ground,  have  reason 
for  their  contention.  In  1897  this  was  490 
tons;  in  1900,  556,  and  in  1901,  612. 

The  question  of  the  relation  of  the  mine 
owners  and  the  coal-carrying  railways  was 
also  involved  in  the  discussion.  Of  all  the 
issues  involved,  however,  perhaps  the  one 
of  chief  disturbing  power  is  to  be  found  in 


the  fact,  as  stated  by  the  Commissioner, 
'  that  there  is  no  confidence  existing  be- 
tween the  employees  and  their  employers, 
and  that  suspicion  lurks  in  the  minds  of 
every  one  and  distrust  in  every  action  on 
either  side.  .  .  .  i  The  whole  problem,' 
he  continues,  '  is  an  extremely  complex  one, 
and  involves  many  practices  that  have 
been  built  up  through  long  years.  The 
mine  owners  too  often  have  regarded  the 
average  miner  as  unreasonable,  and  likely 
to  be  unruly  when  occasion  offered.  The 
miner  has  come  to  regard  the  average 
owner  as  greedy  and  ready  to  do  anything 
which  will  take  advantage  of  him.  Long- 
continued  conditions  on  this  basis  of  sus- 
picion make  the  question  one  of  great  dif- 
ficulty.' 

The  Commissioner's  Suggestions. 

.  The  formal  report  of  the  United  States 
Commissioner  was  not  formulated  until  the 
strike  had  been  in  continuance  for  some 
months.  The  suggestions  which  he  had  to 
offer,  as  based  upon  his  analysis  of  the  situ- 
ation, are  of  interest  in  view  of  the  official 
adjustment  of  the  disturbance,  which  has 
been  commenced  since  their  publication. 
As  published  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Wash- 
ington Department  of  Labour,  these  sug- 
gestions are  as  follows : — 

1.  That  the  anthracite  employees  should  or- 
ganize an  anthracite  coal  miners'  union,  in  its 
autonomy  to  be  independent  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America.  The  new  union  might,  of 
course,  be  affiliated  with  the  United  Mine 
Workers  and  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bour, but  in  the  conduct  of  all  the  affairs  re- 
lating to  the  anthracite  coal  regions  the  new 
union  should  preserve  its  own  autonomy  and  be 
financially   responsible  for  its  agreements. 

2.  That,  considering  all  the  facts  relative  to 
production,  cost  of  coal  at  the  mines,  profits, 
freight  traffic,  etc.,  it  would  be  reasonable  and 
just  for  the  operators  to  concede  at  once  a  nine- 
hour  day,  but  that  this  should  be  done  for  the 
period  of  six  months  as  an  experiment,  in  order 
to  test  the  influence  on  production,  with  the 
guaranty  that  if  production  is  not  materially 
reduced  thereby  the  agreement  shall  be  made 
for  a  more  permanent  reduction  of  time. 

3.  That  under  a  new  organization  consisting  of 
anthracite  employees  there  shall  be  organized  a 
joint  committee  on  conciliation,  composed  of 
representatives  of  the  operators  and  of  the  new 
union,  to  which  all  grievances  as  they  arise 
shall  be  referred  for  investigation,  and  that 
when  two-thirds  of  the  committee  reach  a  de- 
cision, that  decision  shall  be  final  and  binding 
upon  both  parties. 

4.  That  the  first  duty  of  such  joint  board  of 
conciliation  shall  be  to  enter  upon   a  thorough 
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examination  and  investigation  of  all  conditions 
relative  to  mining  anthracite  coal,  to  question 
of  weighing,  to  discipline,  to  wage  scales,  and 
to  all  matters  that  now  form  the  burden  of  the 
complaints  and  grievances  of  both  operators 
and  miners,  such  investigation  or  examination 
to  be  made  through  the  employment  of  experts 
to  be  selected  by  the  joint  committee,  the  re- 
sults of  such  investigation  not  to  be  considered 
in  the  nature  of  an  award  of  a  board  of  arbitra- 
tion, but  as  verified  information  on  which  future 
contracts  can  be  made. 

5.  That  whenever  practicable  and  where  min- 
ing is  paid  for  by  the  ton,  and  until  the  joint 
committee  referred  to  shall  have  made  its  re- 
port, coal  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  ton  and  be 
weighed  by  two  inspectors,  one  representing  the 
operators  and  one  representing  the  men,  each 
side  to  pay  its  own  inspector. 

6.  That  there  shall  be  no  interference  with 
non-union  men. 

7.  That  whenever  practicable  collective  bar- 
gains shall  be  made  relative  to  wages,  time 
and  other  conditions,  under  rules  to  be  estab- 
lished by  the  joint  committee  referred  to. 

8.  The  proposition  has  been  made  that  with 
the  experience  of  the  past  the  operators,  in 
agreement  with  the  miners,  might  establish  a 
uniform  or  fixed  percentage  of  deduction  from 
all  coal  mined  as  representing,  on  the  average, 
the  impurities,  the  result  of  which  would  be 
that  every  miner  would  know  that  a  certain 
fixed  percentage  is  to  be  deducted  from  the  coal 
mined  without  reference  to  its  purity;  that  such 
a  rule,  while  it  would  be  unfair  and  absurd  in 
some  cases,  would  be  generous  in  others,  and. 
thus  an  understanding  reached  which  would 
avoid  all  the  irritations  which  now  accompany 
the  subject  of  weighing  and  the  deduction  for 
impurities.  The  question  is  full  of  difficulties, 
and  it  may  not  be  possible  to  crystallize  the 
proposition  into  a  fixed  rule;  but  it  may  be 
worth  consideration  by  a  joint  committee  such 
as  has  been  suggested. 

Progress  of  the  Strike. 

The  strike  once  inaugurated  was  con- 
tinued without  notable  incident  until  the 
opening  days  of  June,  when  the  ordering 
cut  of  engineers,  firemen  and  pump  run- 
ners in  the  employment  of  the  mine  own- 
ers brought  the  number  of  original  strikers 
to  the  n3ighbourhood  of  1^7,000  men.  The 
proposition,  suggested  from  time  to  time, 
that  the  bituminous  coal  miners  of  the 
union  should  also  inaugurate  a  general 
strike  in  sympathy  with  the  miners  of  an- 
thracite involved  throughout  a  question  of 
\ery  great  interest  and  moment.  The  sat- 
isfactory relations  prevailing  between  the 
bituminous  workers  and  their  employers, 
however,  prevailed  to  prevent  the  adoption 
of  this  policy,  and  the  sympathy  of  this 
branch  of  the  union  was  limited  from  first 
to  last  to  the  appropriation  of  relief  funds, 
assessments,  &c,  in  aid  of  the  anthracite 
workers.     Stories  of  violence  from  the  re- 


gions of  the  strike  became  more  and  more 
ccmmon  as  the  length  of  the  disturbance 
increased.  There  were  frequent  reports  of 
attacks  of  ambushed  men,  dynamitings,  ar- 
sons and  murders,  and  in  some  cases  troops 
were  despatched  to  the  scene  of  alleged  con- 
flict for  the  preservation  of  law  and  order. 
Public  interest  deepened  as  time  went  on 
and  the  full  meaning  of  the  situation  be- 
came more  and  more  manifest  in  the  rising 
prices  of  anthracite  and  the  almost  univer- 
sal inability  of  the  fuel  dealers  to  execute 
orders  until  in  the  closing  weeks  of  the 
strike  it  reached  an  intensity  seldom  ex- 
perienced except  by  the  immediate  partici- 
pants in  an  industrial  dispute.  Kepeated 
attempts  to  bring  the  strikers  and  the  op- 
erators into  conference  were  made  and 
failed.  With  the  opening  of  September  the 
acuteness  of  the  situation  was  increasingly 
felt,  as  actual  suffering  began  to  be  ex- 
perienced among  the  congested  populations 
of  the  larger  American  and  Canadian  in- 
dustrial centres.  Daily  reports  continued 
to  be  received  of  conflicts  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  union  and  scattered  non-union 
workers  who  continued  in  their  employ- 
ment in  the  various  mines  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  police  engaged  by  the  oper- 
ators. There  was,  however,  much  inde- 
finiteness  of  statement  as  to  the  actual  ex- 
tent of  the  outrages  reported,  and  the  pro- 
per apportionment  of  the  blame  therefor. 

The  Negotiations  for  a  Settlement. 

Passing  by  without  particular  mention, 
the  various  more  or  less  fruitless  attempts 
made  to  settle  the  strike  by  different  com- 
mercial and  financial  organizations,  gov- 
ernors of  States,  United  States  senators, 
and  men  prominent  in  business  and  finan- 
cial circles,  brief  reference  may  be  made 
to  the  series  of  interventions  inaugurated 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
the  opening  days  of  October,  which  after 
various  discouragements  and  initial  fail- 
ure, resulted  finally  on  October  15  in 
bringing  about  the  termination  of  this 
protracted  and  bitterly  contested  dispute. 
On  October  2,  when  after  a  meeting  of 
certain  members  of  the  Cabinet,  it  was  de- 
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cided  that  no  direct  way  was  open  under  provided  the  latter  in  the  choice  of  com- 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  for  missioners  named  a  board  in  accordance 
other  than  a  friendly  intervention  of  the  with  certain  specific  instructions  set  forth 
federal  authority,  a  message  was' sent  sum-  by  themselves.  This  limitation  of  choice 
moning  the  operators  of  the  coal  compan-  was  strongly  resented  by  the  mine  workers 
ies  and  Mr.  John  Mitchell,  President  of  who  urged  that  the  President  should  have 
the  United  Mine  Workers,  to  an  interview  a  free  hand  in  naming  the  personnel  of  the 
with  the  President  in  Washington.  A  commission.  The  mine  operators  finally 
meeting  was  accordingly  held  on  October  agreed  to  a  commission  of  the  President's 
3,  but,  like  the  previous  attempts  its  re-  own  choice,  and  on  October  15  the  Execu- 
sults  did  not  materially  affect  the  situ-  tive  Board  of  the  Mine  Workers'  Union 
ation.  The  employers  emphatically  re-  expressed  its  approval  of  this  course.  A  de- 
fused the  proposition  of  arbitration  as  legate  conference  of  the  union  was  called 
offered  by  the  union,  and  denounced  the  for  October  20,  and  at  this  conference  the 
miners'  labour  organization  as  a  lawless  action  of  the  executive  was  discussed  and 
and  anarchistic  body.  It  was,  moreover,  ratified.  It  was  decided  after  two  days' 
asserted  by  the  companies  that  only  terror-  deliberations,  by  unanimous  vote  on  Octo- 
ism  prevented  the  usual  operation  of  the  ber  21,  to  accept  the  offer  as  formulated  by 
mines,  and  it  was  urged  that  federal  troops  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
should  be  sent  to  protect  their  non-union  that  the  men  should  return  to  work  on 
workers  against  the  threats  and  attacks  of  Thursday  the  23rd. 
members  of  the  Miners'  Union.  The  oper-  ^  R  tion  of  Work 
ators  offered,  however,  it  the  men  return- 
ed to  work,  to  submit  grievances  at  indi-  The  return  to  work  wsfs  not  accomplish- 
vidual  collieries  to  the  decision  of  the  ed  without  instances  at  various  collieries 
judges  of  the  district  courts  of  Common  of  friction  between  the  employers  and  the 
Pleas  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  miners.       Many   of   the   latter,   especially 

among  the  pump  runners  and  the  other 
It  was  in  response  to  the  representation  of  classes  who  were  last  to  come  out  on  strike, 
the  mine  operators  that  on  October  6  that  were  unsuccessful  in  obtaining  reinstate- 
the  entire  division  of  the  National  Guard  ment  in  their  old  employment.  The  pro- 
of Pennsylvania  was  called  out  for  duty  in  portion  of  these,  however,  was  small  com- 
the  disturbed  regions,  but  it  was  soon  seen  pared  to  the  whole,  and  on  the  22nd  of  the 
that  their  presence  did  not  appreciably  month  thousands  of  men  were  at  work  re- 
affect  the  situation.  On  the  day  of  calling  pairing  the  mines  and  placing  the  collier- 
out  the  National  Guard  a  second  attempt  ies  in  condition  for  the  resumption  of  min- 
to  terminate  the  strike  was  made  by  the  iIlg  0n  the  23rd.  On  the  23rd  the  direct 
President,  who  offered,  in  the  event  of  the  handling  and  cutting  of  coal  was  recom- 
immediate  return  to  work  of  the  miners,  menced  on  as  extensive  a  scale  as  circum- 
to  appoint  a  commission  to  investigate  stances  permitted,  and  by  the  25th  the 
thoroughly  into  the  situation  and  to  do  all  total  daily  output  of  the  mines  had  increas- 
within  his  power  to  obtain  a  settlement  on  ed  to  over  125,000  tons.  A  general  suspen- 
the  questions  involved  in  accordance  with  sion  of  mining,  however,  was  ordered  for 
its  report.  The  mine  workers,  however,  October  29,  when  a  demonstration  of  the 
refused  to  entertain  this  proposition,  and  miners  was  held  to  celebrate  the  anniver- 
in  a  series  of  meetings  of  local  unions,  sary  of  the  successful .  termination  of  the 
voted  on  October  8  to  continue  the  strike  strike  of  1900.  Wilkesbarre  was  made  the 
until  their  demands  were  granted.  Some  centre  of  the  celebration,  although  the  holi- 
four  days  later  the  operators  expressed  day  was  observed  generally  throughout  the 
their  willingness  to  accept  the  award  of  a  mining  region.     On  October  30  a  number 

commission    appointed    by    the    President,  of  men  in  several  collieries  were  still  out 
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of  employment,  because  not  allowed  to  re- 
turn in  a  body,  the  employers  in  these  cases 
demanding  personal  application  for  their 
former  positions  on  the  part  of  each  miner. 
This  phase  of  the  situation,  however,  was 
regarded  as  transient,  as  something  of 
the  nature  was  not  unexpected  in  view  of 
the  protracted  character  of  the  disturbance. 

The  initial  meeting  of  the  commission 
was  summoned  by  the  President  for  Friday 
morning,  October  24.  On  October  25  the 
appointment    of   Mr.    Carroll   D.    Wright, 


United  States  Commissioner  of  Labour,  as 
a  member  of  the  commission  was  announ- 
ced. Mr.  Wright's  appointment  was  made 
in  response  to  a  general  desire  on  the  part 
of  the  other  members  of  the  commission, 
he  having  been  first  named  as  recorder  of 
the  commission  only.  It  was  announced 
that  the  times  and  places  for  giving  hear- 
ings by  the  commission  would  be  arranged 
early  in  November,  and  the  report  of  the 
commission  presented  with  all  possible 
despatch. 


EMPLOYERS'  ASSOCIATION  OF  TORONTO. 


ON  October  14,  a  meeting  of  leading 
manufacturers  and  employers  of  la- 
bour in  the  city  of  Toronto  was  held,  and  an 
organization  effected,  which  constitutes  a 
very  important  event  in  the  labour  chrono- 
logy of  the  Dominion  for  the  present  sea- 
son. For  some*  time  past  the  movement 
which  culminated  in  this  final  result  has 
been  on  foot  with  the  object,  more  or  less 
definitely  stated,  of  establishing  some  means 
whereby  united  action  might  be  rendered 
possible  on  the  part  of  employers  of  labour, 
in  some  such  way  as  is  now  effected  for 
labour  by  the  existence  of  trade  unions. 
The  idea  is  not  by  any  means  a  new  one, 
and  in  framing  their  organization  the  em- 
ployers of  Toronto  had  as  models  a  num- 
ber of  experiments  of  a  similar  nature 
which  have  been  carried  out  on  various 
scales  of  importance  and  in  various  indus- 
tries and  trade  centres  elsewhere. 

In  arranging  the  initial  plans  for  the  for- 
mation of  the  organization,  200  invitations 
were  sent  out  to  employers  of  labour  in  all 
branches  of  industry  represented  in  the 
city,  including  laundries  and  livery  stables, 
as  well  as  the  street  railway  company,  and 
the  largest  employers  of  labour  in  the  lo- 
cality. The  meeting  was  well  attended, 
and  the  organization  was  effected  pretty 
much  along  lines  that  suggested  themselves 
from  the  example  of  the  American  associa- 
tions. Briefly  stated  the  main  object  of 
the  new  association  is  the  placing  of  busi- 


ness upon  a  more  stable  and  permanent 
basis  by  preventing  strikes  and  providing 
means  of  arbitration  upon  an  equitable 
footing  in  all  matters  of  dispute  between 
capital  and  labour  in  the  locality  coming 
within  its  jurisdiction. 

Election  of  Officers. 

At  the  meeting  at  which  the  organization 
was  first  called  into  existence  the  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws  which  are  to  govern  its 
working   were    formally   determined   upon 
and  a  general  discussion  held  as  to  the  posi- 
tion which  it  is  likely  to  hold  in  the  future 
industrial  life  of  the  city.     There  was,  in 
addition,  a  lengthy  discussion  on  the  prac- 
tice of  Canadian  manufacturers  of  insert- 
ing a  '  subject  to  strike '  clause  in  agree- 
ments to   supply  goods,   it  being  held  by ; 
some  that  the  clause  did  not  protect  the 
manufacturer,  that  "it  prevented  many  or- 
ders being  given,  and  that  it  had  been  aban- 
doned by  German  manufacturers  and  was 
being  gradually  dropped  by  those  of  the) 
United  States.     The  following  officers  werei 
elected: — President,   Mr.   Jas.   P.   Murray,) 
Toronto    Carpet   Co.;   first    vice-president.j 
W.  H.  Carrick,  Gurney  Foundry  Co.;  sec- 
ond vice-president,  A.  F.  Rutter,  Warwick! 
Bros.   &  Rutter;  treasurer,  Frank  Poison, 
Poison  Iron  Works ;  secretary,  H.  G.  Hunt,! 
with  a  provisional  executive  committee  td 
consist    of    a    representative    from    eacfc 
branch  of  industry  in  Toronto. 
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President's  Address. 

The  address  of  the  president  at  the  in- 
augural meeting  of  the  association  render- 
ed still  more  clear  the  objects  for  which 
the  organization  had  been  effected.  A  bet- 
ter understanding,  he  contended,  between 
capital  and  labour  as  to  their  relative  points 
of  view  was  a  necessity.  The  problem  of 
trade  unionism  concerned  the  employers, 
and  demanded  their  serious  consideration. 
The  recent  good  times,  it  was  stated,  had 
temporarily  minimized  the  importance  of 
the  problem,  but  the  growth  of  industry 
and  of  transportation  facilities  had  so  in- 
creased competition  that  stable  prices,  un- 
reliable deliveries  and  imperfect  goods  were 
now  fatal  to  trade.  The  strike  was  the 
most  productive  agent  of  these  conditions, 
and  its  effect  was  the  more  fatal  because 
usually  limited  to  one  firm,  whereas  other 
disturbing  elements,  such  as  fluctuations  of 
prices  of  raw  material,  &c,  affected  all 
alike.  Customers  excused  railway  wrecks, 
but  not  labour  disputes,  and  the  filling  of 
orders  with  goods  made  by  imperfect  hands 
worked  loss  and  injury.  The  artisan,  ac- 
cording to  the  president,  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  prices  another  artisan 
might  demand  for  his  labour.  Labour  or- 
ganizations, he  urged,  by  fixing  a  uniform 
price  under  which  unionists  must  work, 
brought  it  about  that  the  quality  and  quan- 
tity of  work  plays  no  part  in  relation  to 
what  is  paid  for  it.  The  association  of 
employers  would  necessitate  individual 
difficulties  with  unionism  to  be  met  by  the 
whole  body,  and  it  was  thought  that  a  well 
organized  employers'  association  would  ma- 
terially assist  in  averting  many  labour  diffi- 
culties. The  organization,  so  the  president 
stated,  did  not  mean  aggression ;  '  that  it 
has  a  place  in  the  community,'  he  said, 
k  will,  of  itself,  have  a  beneficial  effect,  and 
ill-feeling  between  employer  and  employee, 
disturbance  to  business  and  the  citizens, 
loss  of  money  to  the  wage-earner,  and  in- 
jury to  commerce  and  to  the  country  will 
be  exchanged  for  esteem  and  respect  be- 
tween capital  and  labour,  unanimity  of 
purpose  between  employer  and  employee, 
happy  homes,  and  a  prosperous  people,  and 


the  country  advanced  among  the  nations.' 
The  address  ended  with  the  quotation  of 
the  three  leading  principles  under  which 
the  National  Metal  Trades  Association  was 
organized,  namely:  1.  The  right  of  em- 
ployers to  designate  the  men  they  consider 
competent  to  perform  the  work,  and  to  de- 
termine the  conditions  under  which  the 
work  shall  be  prosecuted;  2.  The  refusal 
to  arbitrate  any  question  with  men  on 
strike,  or  the  continuance  of  a  lock-out  un- 
less arbitration  has  failed;  and  3.  The 
principle  of  non-discrimination  against  any 
man  because  of  his  union  membership. 

Constitution  of  the  Association. 

Under  the  constitution  which  was  adopt- 
ed the  objects  of  the  association  are  said 
to  be  the  self -protection  of  members,  both 
in  the  management  of  their  business  and 
against  legislative,  municipal  and  political 
encroachments,  the  selections  of  employees, 
the  adjustment  of  labour  disputes,  and  the 
encouragement  of  non-union  workers. 
Membership  is  limited  to  persons,  firms  or 
corporations  employing  more  than  five  em- 
ployees, each  of  such  establishments  being 
entitled  to  one  representative  in  the  asso- 
ciation. The  annual  meetings  of  the  as- 
sociation are  to  be  held  in  April,  when  offi- 
cers are  to  be  elected,  regular  meetings 
being  held  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each 
month,  and  special  meetings  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  president.  Members  pledge 
themselves  to  protect  fully  the  members 
against  unjust  demands  on  the  part  of  la- 
bour organizations,  and  to  endeavour  to 
settle  all  disputes  amicably.  The  full  text 
of  the  constitution  as  finally  amended  and 
adopted  is  as  follows: — 

ARTICLE   I. 

This  Association  shall  be  known  as  '  The  Em- 
ployers'  Association  of  Toronto,  Canada.' 

ARTICLE   II. 

Section  11.  The  objects  of  this  Association  are: 

First. — To  protect  its  members  in  their  rights 
to  manage  their  respective  businesses,  in  such 
lawful  manner  as  they  may  deem  proper. 

Second. — The  adoption  of  a  uniform  legiti- 
mate system  whereby  members  may  ascertain 
who  is,  and  who  is  not,  worthy  of  their  employ- 
ment. 

Third. — The  investigation  and  adjustment,  by 
the  proper  officers  or  committees  of  the  Associa- 
tion   of  any  question  arising  between  members 
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and    the    employees     when    such    question    shall 
be  submitted  to  the  Association  for  adjustment. 

Fourth. — To  endeavour  to  make  it  possible 
for  any  person  to  obtain  employment  without 
being  obliged  to  join  a  labour  organization,  and 
to  encurage  all  such  persons  in  their  efforts  to 
resist  the  compulsory  methods  of  organized 
labour. 

Fifth. — To  protect  its  members  in  such  manner 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient  against  legisla- 
tive, municipal  and  other  political  encroach- 
ments. 

ARTICLE   III. 

Section  1.  The  members  of  this  Association 
may  be  persons,  firms  and  corporations  employ- 
ing labour,  and  engaging  more  than  five  em- 
ployees ;  and  provided  that  no  applicant  for 
membership  shall  be  admitted  except  as  pro- 
vided   in    the   by-laws. 

Section  2. — Each  person,  firm  or  corporation 
holding  membership  in  the  Association  shall 
designate  one  person  to  represent  him  or  it 
in  the  Association,  and  the  person  so  designated 
may  be  represented  by  proxy,  provided  such 
proxy  is  presented  by  a  partner  in  a  firm  or 
an  officer  in  any  corporation  or  organization 
which  may   be   a   member   of   the   Association. 

Section  3.  Each  member  shall  be  entitled  to 
one  vote  as  provided  for  in  the  by-laws. 

Section  4.  Honorary  members  may  be  admit- 
ted  when    the   by-laws    so    provide. 

ARTICLE   IV. 

Section  1.  The  officers  of  this  Association  shall 
consist  of  a  president,  first  vice-president,  se- 
cond vice-president  and  treasurer,  who  shall 
be  elected  by  ballot  at  the  annual  meetings, 
and  who  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of  twelve 
months,  and  until  their  successors  are  elected 
and    qualified. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Section  1.  The  annual  meetings  shall,  be  held 
in  the  month  of  April  on  the  first  Thursday 
thereof,  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  select- 
ed by  the  proper  officers  of  the  Association. 
Regular  meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first 
Thursday  of  each  month  at  7.45  p.m.,  except  in 
case  of  legal  holidays,  when  the  first  Friday 
shall  be  substituted.  Special  meetings  may  be 
called  by  the  president,  or  in  his  absence  by 
either  the  vice-president,  or  on  request  of  the 
executive  committee  ;  such  call  to  specify  the* 
purpose  or  purposes  for  which  such  special 
meeting  is  called,  the  time  and  place  to  be 
designated  in   said   call. 

Section  2.  Twelve  members  of  the  Associa- 
tion shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business. 

ARTICLE   VI. 

Section  1.  An  executive  committee  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  trade  section  shall  be  appointed, 
together  with  such  other  committee  as  may 
be  provided  for  in  the  by-laws,  or  as  a  ma- 
jority of  members  present  at  any  meeting  of 
the    Association    may   direct. 

Section  2.  The  president  and  first  and  second 
vice-president  shall  be  members  ex-officio  of  all 
committees. 

Section  3.  Each  sub-committee  shall  select 
its  own  chairman,  and  a  majority  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum  when  not  otherwise  provided  in 
the  by-laws,  five  to  form  a  quorum  in  the 
executive  committee. 

Section  4.  In  case  of  the  inability  of  any 
adjustment  committee  to  agree,  or  in  case  such 
committee  may  fail  in  its  efforts  to  adjust  any 


difference,  then  such  difference  shall  be  referred 
to  the  executive  committee  to  be  acted  upon 
as  may  be  deemed  best. 

Section  5.  Not  more  than  one  member  of  any 
firm  shall  hold  office  or  act  as  a  member  of  any 
committee. 

ARTICLE  VII. 

Section  1.  All  members  of  this  Association 
shall  make,  execute  and  acknowledge  in  writ- 
ing an  agreement  or  obligation  in  words  and 
manner    following,    to-wit  : 

We,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  to  and  with  each  other,  and  every  person 
composing  the  membership  of  the  Employers' 
Association    of    Toronto,    as  follows  : — 

'  First. — In  consideration  of  fair  dealing  being 
a  cardinal  principle  of  this  Association,  we 
pledge  ourselves  to  protect  any  of  our  fellow- 
members  who  may  require  our  support  against 
any  unjust  demands  of  labour  organizations, 
and  to  endeavour  to  settle  all  disputes  ami- 
cably. 

'  Second. — We  bind  ourselves  to  obey  the  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  and  all  proper  rules  made 
in  uniformity  with  the  same  ;  provided  they 
do  not  conflict  with  the  constitution  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada.' 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

Section  1.  The  constitution  may  be  amended 
by  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  who  vote 
after  thirty  days'  notice,  either  by  ballot  or 
letter  ballot,  provided  the  proposed  amend- 
ment shall  have  first  been  approved  by  the 
executive  committee  in  writing  and  a  copy 
of  such  approval  shall  have  been  mailed  to  each 
member  at  least  thirty  days  before  the  meeting 
at  which  the  proposed  amendment  is  to  be  con- 
sidered    or   letter  balloting   is   to   begin. 

By-laws  of  the  Association. 

In  the  by-laws  of  the  Association, 
monthly  dues  are  fixed  according*  to  the 
number  of  employees  to  each  member,  and 
remittance  of  the  same  must  be  accom- 
panied by  an  accurate  list  of  workpeople 
employed.  Firms  engaged  in  a  strike  or 
lock-out  may  be  admitted  to  probationary 
membership,  and  the  strike  committee  may, 
after  investigation,  make  such  firm  a  full 
member.  With  regard  to  conditions  under 
which  the  Association  renders  assistance 
to  its  members  it  is  provided : 

That  whenever  a  member  is  involved  in 
a  labour  dispute  the  strike  committee  oi 
the  association  shall,  on  request  of  such, 
member,  investigate  the  matter,  report  to( 
a  special  meeting  of  the  association  calk 
for  the  purpose,  and  this  meeting  may  vol 
extra  pay  from  the  funds  to  such  workmei 
as  remain  faithful  to  the  employer  for  hi; 
financial  loss  by  a  grant  of  not  more  th* 
$1  per  day  for  each  employee  on  strike  or 
locked   out  whose  place  such  employer  i? 
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unable  to  fill.  Should  a  member  take  ac- 
tion which  precipitates  a  strike  or  lockout 
he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  assistance, 
he  must  repay  any  money  spent  by  the  as- 
sociation on  his  behalf.  The  association 
may,  on  request,  prosecute  leaders  of  mobs, 
those  who  threaten  injury  to  members  or 
their  property,  and  those  who  organize  a 
boycott  on  the  goods  of  any  member. 

When  any  demand  is  made  on  a  member 
by  a  labour  or  other  organization,  and  the 
member  refers  the  demand  to  the  associa- 
tion, such  member  shall  not  settle  with  the 
labour  organization  without  the  consent  of 
the  strike  committee.  The  strike  com- 
mittee must,  however,  endeavour  to  settle 
the  difficulty  with  the  labour  men. 

Cards  of  recommendation  will  be  given 
all  employees  who  are  honourably  dis- 
charged by  any  firm.  The  association  is 
empowered  to  pay  for  police  or  other  pro- 
tection necessary  to  guard  the  person  or 
property^  of  its  members. 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  OF  INQUIRY 
INTO  THE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  TO- 
BACCO TRADE  IN  CANADA. 

The  commissioner  appointed  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  May  last  to  inquire  into  con- 
ditions alleged  to  be  existing  in  the  to- 
bacco trade  of  Canada,  continued  the  ac- 
tive process  of  inquiry  begun  in  Septem- 
ber during  the  past  month.  As  was  point- 
ed out  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  October,* 
the  investigation  was  undertaken  at  the 
instance  of  a  number  of  leading  Canadian 
tobacco  manufacturers,  who  complained 
that  the  action  of  the  American  tobacco 
trust  company,  in  refusing  to  sell  certain 
'of  its  staple  lines  to  Canadian  retail  deal- 
ers unless  the  dealers  in  question  pur- 
chased their  native  tobaccos  from  the 
trust's  Canadian  factory  constituted  a 
serious  menace  to  the  future  of  that  indus- 
try. In  view  of  the  extent  of  the  interests 
involved,  and  the  exceedingly  promising 
outlook  for  the  future  of  this  industry  in 
Canada,  the  taking  of  the  evidence  by  the 


*  See  Labour  Gazette,  Vol.  III.,  No.  4,  p.  246. 


Commission  has  been  followed  with    very 
general  interest. 

Sittings  of  the  Commission. 

During  September,  as  was  reported,  the 
Commission  met  at  Windsor,  London, 
Hamilton  and  Toronto,  and  completed  the 
taking  of  evidence  for  the  province  of  On- 
tario. The  provinces  of  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick  were  covered  during  October. 
After  a  preliminary  session  in  Montreal  on 
October  4,  two  sittings  were  held  in  Que- 
bec city  on  October  14  and  15,  one  in 
Joliette  on  the  20th  of  the  month,  and  two 
in  St.  John,  N.B.,  on  October  21  and  22. 
The  taking  of  evidence  is  expected  to  be 
completed  at  Montreal  on  or  about  Novem- 
ber 11. 

Nature  of  the  Evidence. 

The  October  sittings  of  the  Commission 
have  not  resulted  in  shedding  much  addi- 
tional light  on  the  subject  of  inquiry,  or 
of  eliciting  any  new  facts  materially  af- 
fecting the  situation.  At  the  Quebec  meet- 
ing the  bulk  of  the  evidence  related  to  the 
business  methods  employed  by  the  Ameri- 
can Tobacco  Company  in  securing  the  mar- 
ket for  their  product  in  that  locality.  At 
Joliette,  17  witnesses  were  examined,  the 
mayor  of  the  municipality  testifying  that 
at  one  time  there  had  been  a  prosperous 
tobacco  factory  in  the  town,  which  fur- 
nished employment  for  125  to  150  people, 
but  which  had  been  forced  by  the  business 
methods  of  the  American  company  to  sell 
cut  to  the  company  and  had  remained 
closed  ever  since  to  the  considerable  injury 
of  the  town.  The  witnesses  generally  ex- 
pressed themselves  in  condemnation  of  the 
methods  of  the  company,  which  they 
thought  might  ultimately  affect  the  posi- 
tion of  the  growers  as  well  as  the  inde- 
pendent manufacturers.  At  St.  John  the 
chief  evidence  had  reference  to  the  cigarette 
trade,  still  further  evidence  being  taken 
as  to  the  business  methods  of  the  Ameri- 
can company.  Various  interesting  facts 
were  adduced  as  to  the  place  held  by  na- 
tive tobaccos  in  the  manufacture  of  ci- 
gars, cigarettes,  &c,  and  the  market  for  the 
Canadian  manufactured  article. 
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The  taking  of  evidence  is  expected  to  be 
completed  at  Montreal  on  or  about  No- 
vember 11,  and  this  will  conclude  the  sit- 
tings of  the  Commission. 


UNIONS      FORMED      DURING      THE 
MONTH  OF  OCTOBER,  1902. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notice  of  the  following  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
October : — 

Nova  Scotia: 

Sydney — Iron  and  Steel  Workers. 
Ontario: 

Guelph — Machinists. 

Hamilton — Master  bakers. 

"  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lath- 

ers. 

Niagara  Falls — Painters. 

"  Plumbers     and     Steam- 

fitters. 
Suspender     and     Neck- 
wear Workers. 

Ottawa — Bookbinders. 

St.  Catharines — Bakers. 

Ketail  Clerks. 

Toronto — Brewery  Workers. 

Bookbinders  (Female). 

Windsor — Printers. 
"  Barbers. 

British  Columbia: 

Vancouver — Boilermakers,  Helpers. 
"  Civic  Employees. 

Victoria — Musicians. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, OCTOBER,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  October  the  follow- 
ing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned; all  of  these  orders  were  given  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  sweating  system  and  securing  pay- 
ment to  the  working  men  and  working  wo- 
men of  fair  wages,  and  the  performance  of 
the  work  under  proper  sanitary  condi- 
tions : — 


Amount 

Nature  of  Order. 

of 

Order. 

$      cts. 

Making  and  repairing  metal  dating  and 

other  hand  stamps,  also  type  and  brass 

183  20 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating  and 

other  hand  stamps  and  type 

21  60 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclusive 

of  making  and  repairing  pads ;  also 

»vooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink 

38<)  42 

Repairing  post  office  scales     

10  00 

Supplying  mail  bags 

172  55 

.Repairing  mail  bags 

752  29 

Repairing    mail    locks,    and   supplying 

38  50 

Supplying    and    repairing    steel    letter 

boxes  and  mail  clerks  tin  travelling 

boxes   

189  83 

Miscellaneous    orders   for   making  and 

repaii  ing  postal  stores   

24  07 

Making-up   and    supplying    articles  of 

440  00 

TRADE  DISPUTES  OF  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 


THE  number  of  trade  disputes  reported 
to  the  department  as  having  com- 
menced during  the  month  of  October  was 
small,  there  being  but  four,  namely,  the 
strikes  of  machinists  at  Sydney,  C.B., 
moulders  at  Quebec,  Que.,  longshoremen 
at  Montreal,  Que.,  and  leather  workers  at 
Hamilton,  Ont.  Of  these  the  most  import- 
ant were  the  strikes  of  machinists  at  Syd- 
ney and  longshoremen  at  Montreal,  which, 
however,  were  settled  within  a  few  days 
after  their  inception. 

Strikes  Commenced  in  October. 

The   first   mentioned   strike   commenced 
on  the  21st  of  the  month,  and  was  settled 


a  couple  of  days  afterwards.  It  appears 
that  the  men  had  been  allowed  12  hours' 
pay  for  11  hours'  work,  or  in  other  words, 
were  allowed  pay  for  their  lunch  hour,  but 
this  hour  being  docked  from  their  pay,  a 
strike  was  declared.  It  is  said  also  that 
they  had  an  additional  grievance  in  the 
discharge  of  their  foreman.  It  was  finally 
agreed  by  a  committee  of  the  men,  in  con- 
sultation with  the  general  manager  of  the 
company  concerned,  that  the  men  should 
receive  12  hours'  pay.  provided  they  start- 
ed lunch  at  11.20  instead  of  11  o'clock,  and 
resumed  work  at  12  o'clock,  thus  working 
20  minutes  longer  than  before,  but  receiv- 
ing the  pay  they  asked  for. 


November,  1902 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


379 


The  strike  of  longshoremen  at  Montreal, 
which  temporarily  tied  up  shipping  oper- 
ations at  that  port,  ended  the  day  after 
its  commencement,  the  men  securing  their 
demands.  It  is  stated  that  trouble  had 
been  brewing  jfor  some  time,  the  men! 
claiming  that  they  were  underpaid.  They 
demanded  an  increase  in  their  then  present 
rate  of  wages  of  20  cents  an  hour  to  30 
cents  an  hour  for  day  work,  and  35  cents 
for  night  work.  Some  of  the  steamship 
companies  had  already  made  the  advances 
asked,  and  after  the  men  had  been  out  a 
day,  the  others  made  like  concessions. 

Two  strikes  reported  for  the  month  re- 
mained unsettled  at  its  close — those  of  the 
moulders  at  Quebec,  and  leather  workers 
at  Hamilton,  Ont.  The  former  arose  by 
reason  of  a  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
moulders  in  a  local  foundry  for  an  increase 
in  pay  from  the  present  minimum  of  $1.75 
per  day  to  a  minimum  of  $2.25  per  day, 
and  a  readiustment  of  the  rates  paid  to 
stove-plate  moulders.  The  strike,  which 
commenced  on  the  27th  of  the  month,  and 
involved  some  20  employees,  was  still  un- 
settled at  the  end  of  the  month,  although 
the  establishment  was  reported  to  be  work- 
ing, but  shorthanded.  A  small  difficulty 
was  that  of  some  leather  workers  on  horse 
goods  at  Hamilton,  Ont.,  who  struck  for 
the  alleged  reason  that  their  wages  were 
reduced.  The  employers  claim  there  is  no 
strike,  that  the  men  were  discharged,  and 
that  the  cause  of  trouble  arose  through  an 
apprentice  wanting  journeyman  piece-work 
prices.  No  settlement  was  reported  of  the 
difficulty  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  Beginning 

of  Month. 

Of  the  strikes  commenced  in  other 
months  and  reported  as  unsettled  in  the 
October  number  of  the  Gazette,  three  were 
settled  during  the  month,  those  of  the  plas- 
terers, labourers  and  other  building  trade 
employees  at  Toronto,  jewellery  workers 
also  at  Toronto,  and  moulders  at  St.  Ca- 
tharines. The  strike  of  the  building  trades 
at  Toronto,  which  involved  some  60  men, 
and  which  arose  over  the  alleged  discrimin- 
ation against  union  labour,  was  settled  on 
the  6th  of  the  month,  between  the  parties, 
an  arrangement  satisfactory  to  both  having 


been  made,  the  terms  of  which  were  not 
published.  In  the  case  of  the  jewellery 
workers  at  Toronto,  who  struck  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  working  hours 
per  week,  the  men  returned  to  work  on  the 
20th  of  the  month  upon  the  understanding 
that  their  grievances  would  be  investiga- 
ted. In  the  case  of  moulders  at  St.  Catha- 
rines, who  asked  for  some  changes  in  the 
method  of  wage  payments,  the  men  return- 
ed to  work  on  the  11th  of  the  month,  the 
difficulty  having  been  arranged  between 
the  parties  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to 
both. 

Three  strikes  still  remained  unsettled  at 
the  end  of  the  month,  those  of  the  printers 
at  Halifax,  woodworkers  at  Berlin,  and 
moulders  at  Toronto. 

Strike  of  Woodworkers  at  Berlin,  Ont. 

Concerning  the  strike  of  woodworkers  at 
Berlin,  the  department  received  during  the 
month,  from  the  company  involved,  a  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  total  number  of 
their  employees  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  strike  was  90.  Sixty  of 
the  employees  having  gone  on  strike  on 
August  14,  the  company  was  left  with  but 
30  in  its  employ,  at  the  end  of  October  this 
number  had  increased  to  40,  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  a  further  increase  to  50  or  over 
within  the  next  week  or  two.  The  firm,  in 
its  communication,  further  states:  There 
has  been  no  interruption  to  our  business, 
we  have  been  filling  our  orders,  nor  have 
we  been  closed  for  a  single  day.  We  al- 
ways carry  a  large  stock  of  manufactured 
goods,  and  as  January  and  February  are 
dull  seasons  in  the  furniture  trade  we  have 
plenty  of  employees  until  the  latter  end  of 
March,  and  we  can  only  add  to  our  staff 
as  we  require  them.'  The  statement  made 
in  the  October  number  of  the  Gazette  to 
the  effect  that  the  factory  involved  in  this 
strike  had  been  compelled  to  close  for  a 
time  is,  therefore,  incorrect. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  in  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  which  began  or  were  in 
continuance  during  the  month  of  October, 
and  which  have  been  reported  to  the  de- 
partment. 
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cember  31,  1901,  made  by  the  various 
friendly  societies  to  the  Insurance  Depart- 
ment for  Ontario.  In  the  form  of  an  ap- 
pendix the  address  of  the  Provincial  Re- 
gistrar of  Mutual  Societies  to  the  members 
of  the  Canadian  Fraternal  Association  on 
the  occasion  of  their  annual  meeting  in 
April  last  is  quoted  in  full,  '  premium  rates 
in  friendly  societies '  being  the  subject  un- 
der consideration.  There  is  also  included 
in  the  report  a  review  of  recent  legal  deci- 
sions regarding  the  power  of  friendly  soci- 
eties to  make  retroactive  rules  for  the  alter- 
ation of  benefits  and  premium  rates. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORTS.  . 

Massachusetts    Labour    and    Industrial 

Chronology. 

Thirty-second  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Statistics  of  Labour,  Massachusetts  ;  State 
Printers,    Boston  ;     357    pages. 

The  Annual  Statistics  of  Manufactures,  1901, 
Massachusetts  ;  State  Printers,  Boston  ;  223 
pages. 

The  latest  report  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bureau  of  Labour  is  devoted  to  a  labour 
chronology  of  the  state  for  1901,  an  exami- 
nation of  the  recent  trend  of  prices  and 
cost  of  living  within  the  commonwealth, 
together  with  a  notice  of  the  recent  addi- 
tions that  have  been  made  to  the  body  le- 
gislation within  the  state  affecting  labour. 
Under  the  first  heading,  under  various  sub- 
divisions, changes  in  wages  and  hours  of 

• 

labour  during  1900  are  noted,  and  a  special 
statement  given  of  recent  developments  in 
the  trade  union  movement  within  the  state. 
A  full  tabulation  of  the  strikes  and  lock- 
outs occurring  during  the  year,  and  of 
social  and  industrial  benefits  conferred,  is 
also  included. 

The  industrial  chronology  of  Massachu- 
setts for  the  nine  months  ending  Septem- 
ber 30,  1901,  published  in  a  separate  vol- 
ume, contains  the  usual  general  review,  as 
prepared  by  the  department,  of  industrial 
progress  during  the  period  covered.  The 
scope  of  the  inquiry  will  be  indicated  by 
the  following  partial  list  of  topics  touched 
upon: — New  establishments  for  the  year; 
sales  of  plants ;  fires ;  corporations  and  capi- 
tal stock;  material  and  production;  labour 


and  its  compensation;  working  time;  com- 
parisons with  previous  years;  comparisons 
of  progress  in  leading  industries  and  loca- 
lities; selected  industry  presentations,  &c, 
&c. 

Pennsylvania  Industrial  Statistics. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal 
Affairs  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  ; 
Part  3  ;  Industrial  Statistics,  1901  ;  State 
Printer  ;     705   pages. 

A  special  feature  of  the  29th  Annual  Re- 
port of  the  Pennsylvania  Bureau  of  Indus- 
trial Statistics  is  an  article  devoted  to  the 
manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  in  the 
state.  The  subject  of  foot-wear  is  treated 
exhaustively  and  interestingly  from  the 
most  ancient  times  until  the  present  day, 
and  the  system  of  mammoth  factories  and 
commercial  agencies  by  which  the  product 
is  now  manufactured  and  distributed.  The 
accompanying  industry  of  tanning  is  also 
treated  at  length,  and  the  manufacture  of 
pig-iron,  as  well  as  rolled  iron,  and  steel 
and  tin  plate  also  receive  notice.  The 
growth  of  the  Portland  cement  industry 
is  also  the  subject  of  a  special  article,  while 
the  bulk  of  the  volume  is  made  up  of  the 
usual  statistics  of  manufactures,  in  which 
the  subjects  of  working  days,  number  of 
employees,  wages,  value  of  product,  amount 
of  capital  invested,  cost  of  basic  material 
and  kindred  tonics  are  treated. 

West  Virginia  Labour  Statistics. 

Seventh  Biennial  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  of  West  Virginia,  1901-02  ;  The  Tribune 
Company,   Charlestown  ;    178   pages. 

The  7th  Biennial  Report  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  of  West  Virginia  is  pre- 
sented under  six  headings.  A  review  of 
industrial  conditions  prevailing  throughout 
the  state,  with  a  statistical  statement  of  the 
manufacturing  interests,  in  which  such 
topics  as  the  number  employed,  hours  of 
labour,  amount  of  wages  paid  in  different 
industries,  &c,  are  treated,  forms  the  initial 
chapter.  A  separate  chapter,  also  primar- 
ily of  local  interest,  is  devoted  to  a  tabu- 
lation of  new  industries  established  in  the 
state  during  1900  and  1901,  while  the  re- 
ports of  the  State  Employment  Bureau  and 
of  the  Department  of  Inspection  are  also 
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treated  separately.  Of  more  general  inter- 
est to  the  student  of  social  and  industrial 
phenomena  is  the  chapter  dealing  with  the 
economic  conditions  of  organized  labour  in 
West  Virginia,  in  which  a  complete  direc- 
tory of  the  labour  bodies  in  the  state  is  in- 
cluded, together  with  a  series  of  tables 
showing  the  number  of  organizations,  loca- 
tion, membership,  daily  hours  of  labour, 
minimum  and  maximum  rate  of  wages  in 
different  occupations,  with  other  important 
information. 

The  Sweating  System  in  Wisconsin. 

Manufacturers'  returns  for  1899  and  1900. 
From  the  10th  Biennial  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  and  Industrial  Statistics  of  Wisconsin  ; 
pages  1  to  97,  inclusive  ;    State  Printer,  Madison. 

Population     in     Wisconsin,     1890,    1895,    1900. 
From  the  10th  Biennial  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  and  Industrial   Statistics  of  Wisconsin  ; 
pages  99  to  176,  inclusive. 

Conditions  in  the  Garment-making  Trades. 
From  the  10th  Biennial  Report  of  the  Bureau 
of  Labour  and  Iudustrial  Statistics  of  Wiscon- 
sin ;     pages    177    to    314,    inclusive. 

Part  I.  of  the  10th  Biennial  Report  of 
the  Wisconsin  Bureau  of  Labour  is  devoted 
to  a  presentation  of  facts  and  statistics 
compiled  from  the  annual  returns  for  1899 
and  1900,  made  by  various  manufacturers 
of  the  state  to  the  bureau.  In  all,  1,152 
manufacturing  establishments,  classified 
under  46  separate  industries,  are  represent- 
ed in  the  tables  and  constitute  an  exhaus- 
tive review  of  industrial  conditions 
throughout  the  state. 

Part  II.  of  the  report,  devoted  to  an  ana- 
lysis of  the  population  of  the  state,  is  of 
local  interest  primarily,  though  of  import- 
ance in  connection  with  general  social, 
economic  and  political  investigation. 

A  third  division  of  the  Wisconsin  Bien- 
nial Report  is  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet 
in  which  conditions  in  the  garment-making 
trade,  with  both  a  local  and  a  general  appli- 
cation is  reviewed,  and  constitutes  an  ex- 
ceptionally full  and  complete  treatise  on 
the  familiar  subject  of  sweating.  The  sub- 
ject is  discussed  from  the  foundations  up, 
and  by  no  means  from  a  narrow  or  local 
point  of  view.  Beginning  with  a  careful 
definition   of  what   is   included  under   the 


term,   an    interesting  resume   is   given   of 
notable  instances  of  the  occurrence  of  the 
evil,  which  is  treated  as  a  relic  of  the  18th 
century  master  and  journeyman  plan,  and 
not  as  the  outcome  of  the  factory  system, 
or  of  conditions  existing  in  any  particular 
country   or   locality.        The   sub-headings: 
'  What  is  a  Sweater '  ?  and  '  Some  Causes 
of  Sweating '  indicate  the  scope  of  the  next 
division  of  the  article.     The  remedies  for 
the  evil  are  also  carefully  considered,  and 
the  beneficent  results  of  the  organization 
of  consumers'  leagues  and  trades  unions  in 
this    connection    are    treated    at    length. 
Much    more    radical    measures,    it    is    de- 
clared, however,  are  necesary  for  the  per- 
manent  efFacement   of   the   sweating   evil, 
and  the  trend  and  objects  of  the  various 
factory  and  inspection  Acts  that  have  been 
put  in  force  with  this  end  in  view  are  fully 
dealt  with.     '  With  good  factory  and  sani- 
tary laws/  says  the  report,  '  competent  in- 
spectors to  enforce  them,  and  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  public,  and  especially  of  such 
voluntary  organizations  as  the  Consumers' 
League,  women's   clubs   and  trade  unions, 
there  should  be  no  question  but  that  sweat- 
ing   can    be    stopped,    other    abuses    done 
away  with  and  fair  conditions  in  general 
secured   for  the  weaker   classes.'     The  re- 
port then  devotes  itself  to  an  examination 
of  the  prevalence  of  sweating  in  Wisconsin, 
and  although  the  most  aggravating  forms 
of  the  evil  are  to  be  looked  for  only  in  the 
larger   centres   of  population,   it   was   dis- 
covered that  though  sweating  exists  in  Mil- 
waukee and  the  other  more  important  cities 
of  the  state  in  only  its  mildest  and  least 
harmful  form,  still  the  phenomenon  is  un- 
mistakeably  present  and  is  constantly  gain- 
ing ground.     A  full  report  is  made  of  the 
work   of  investigation   entered  into  under 
state  authority  by  the  Wisconsin  Bureau 
of  Labour  in  connection  with  an  official  at- 
tempt to  eradicate  the  abuse  and  the  thor- 
oughness with  which  the  work  was  carried 
out,  and  the  interesting  manner  in  which 
the  facts  are  presented,  make  the  pamphlet 
an  exceedingly  useful  and  important  con- 
tribution to  the  literature  on  the  subject. 
The  volume  concludes  with  a  scholarly  es- 
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say  on  the  general  topic  of  the  influence  of 
consumers  on  production. 

Rhode  Island  Industrial  Statistics. 

Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Industrial  Statistics,  Rhode  Island,  1901  ; 
State  Printers,   Providence  ;    417   pages. 

The  report  of  the  Rhode  Island  Bureau 
of  Industrial  Statistics  covering  1901  is 
chiefly  occupied  with  a  series  of  tables 
representing  the  result  of  a  careful  inquiry 
and  investigation  into  the  condition  of  the 
textile  industries  of  the  state,  which  em- 
ployed during  1900  an  average  of  46,000 
men  the  year  round,  and  paid  out  wages 
to  the  extent  of  $17,404,954.  The  record 
for  the  year  also  shows  an  unusually  large 


number  of  labour  disturbances,  and  legis- 
lation of  a  tendency  to  minimize  the  effect 
of  this  is  earnestly  re-commenced.  Another 
interesting  section  of  the  report  is  that  de- 
voted to  a  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  national  banks  within  the  state  during 
1901,  which,  with  the  information  added 
regarding  trust  companies  and  savings 
banks,  constitute  a  complete  and  accurate 
account  of  banking  institutions  in  Rhode 
Island  at  the  date  named.  An  article 
analyzing  the  work  done  by  the  various 
public  employment  offices  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  in  which  the  data  is  arranged  so 
as  to  be  of  general  application,  is  a  further 
feature  of  the  report  which  calls  for  notice. 


GOVERNMENT   CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  OCTOBER. 

(Information  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  October,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract. 

Construction  of  a  Court  House,  Macleod,  Alta.,  N.W.T.  Date  of  contract,  October 
8,  1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $13,973. 

FAIR  WAGES   SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Foreman  mason 

Foreman   bricklayer 

Foreman   carpenter 

Mason 

Bricklayers 

Stonecutters 

Builders'  labourers 

Plasterers 

Plasterers'  labourers 

Lathers 

Ordinary    labourers 

Stair   builders 

Joiners 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Metal   roofers 

Plumbers 

Steamfitters 

Gasfitters 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Painters 

Paperhangers 

Driver,   2  horses  and  wagon 
Driver,    and    2    horses..     .. 
Time    keeper 


Rate  of  wages  not  less   than 


Hours 
per 
day. 


$7  00 

per  day 

10 

7  00 

tt 

10 

5  00 

n 

10 

5  50 

<< 

10 

5  50 

<< 

10 

5  50 

(< 

10 

2  25 

«< 

10 

4  00 

it 

10 

2  25 

a 

10 

0  04 

per  yard. 

2  00 

per  day. 

10 

3  75 

(< 

10 

3  25 

a 

10 

3  00 

<< 

10 

3  00 

CI 

10 

3  00 

<< 

10 

4  00 

<< 

10 

4  00 

(< 

10 

4  00 

<< 

10 

3  00 

<< 

10 

3  50 

CI 

10 

3  50 

II 

10 

5  00 

<< 

10 

5  00 

<( 

10 

2  00 

<( 

10 
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Dredging  in  the  harbour  of  Owen  Sound,  Ont.     Date  of  contract  September  5, 
1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $24,210. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman 

Ordinary  labourers 

Dredge    captain 

Dredge  engineer 

Dredge   fireman 

Dredge  deck  hands,    each 

Dredge  crane  man 

Tug   captain 

Tug   engineer 

Tug  fireman , 

Tug   sailors 

Scowmen 

Drill   scow   captain 

Drill  scow  engineer 

Drill   scow   fireman 

Drill   scow   deck   hands,    each 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$.2  50 

per  day 

of 

ten  hours. 

1  25 

<< 

1 1 

90  00 

per  month 

with  board 

80  00 

<  i 

30  00 

<< 

25  00 

i  < 

50  00 

<< 

65  00 

<< 

60  00 

i  i           * 

30  00 

<< 

25  00 

t  i 

25  00 

<  < 

65  00 

i« 

60  00 

a 

30  00 

<< 

25  00 

<< 

RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting  la- 
bour are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports  and 
other  legal  records  of  the  different  provinces  of 
Canada: — 

NOVA  SCOTIA  CASE. 
Liability  of  Mine  Owners. 

The  Acadia  Coal  Company  instructed  all 
its  superintendents  and  others  in  charge 
of  its  work  that  all  statutory  regulations 
should  be  kept;  and,  as  superintendents, 
had  employed  men  who  were  fit  to  fulfil 
the  duties  of  that  office.  In  the  course  of 
the  work  an  employee  was  sent  down  the 
mine  in  an  unusued  balance  which  had  not 
been  fenced  or  inspected  as  it  should  have 
been.  An  explosion  of  gas  occurred,  from 
the  effects  of  which  an  employee  died.  His 
widow  brought  an  action  for  damages 
against  the  company,  claiming  that  his 
death  was  due  to  their  negligence  in  not 
having  had  the  balance  inspected.  Judg- 
ment was  given  in  favour  of  the  company 
upon  the  ground  that,  apparently,  the  ex- 
plosion was  caused  by  the  neglect  of  a  fel- 
low-workman. But  an  appeal  was  taken 
from  this  judgment  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Canada  held,  that  as  the  company 
had  not  maintained  the  mine  in  a  condi- 
tion   suitable    for    carrying    on    the    work 


with  reasonable  safety,  they  were  liable  the 
injuries  caused  to  the  employee. 

(Grant  vs.  Acadia  Coal  Co.  Judgment 
rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Canada, 
May  27,  1902). 

QUEBEC  CASES. 
Duty  of  Employee  to  his  Employer. 

A  judgment  recently  rendered  in  the 
province  of  Quebec  shows  that  the  em- 
ployee has  legal  duties  as  regards  his  em- 
ployer which  the  courts  will  enforce.  In 
the  action  referred  to  S.,  a  manufacturer 
of  shirts  and  collars,  had  employed  M.  as 
a  cutter  for  a  certain  fixed  period  at  a 
specified  salary.  Before  the  expiration  of 
the  period  stipulated  by  the  contract  M. 
stopped  working  for  S.  and  left  his  employ- 
ment, without  having  any  just  reason  or 
cause  for  so  doing.  S.  subsequently 
brought  an  action  against  M.  for  $1,066.97, 
claiming  that  the  fact  that  M.  had  thus 
left  him  had  caused  him  loss  of  business 
to  that  amount.  The  court  maintained 
the  principle  of  the  action,  but  did  not 
think  that  damages  to  the  extent  claimed 
had  been  proved.  Judgment  was  there- 
fore given  in  favour  of  S.  against  his  for- 
mer employee  for  $202.25. 
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(Spelton  vs.  Maceay.  Judgment  ren- 
dered by  Mr.  Justice  Loranger  at  Mont- 
real, October  28,  1902). 

Action  by  Contractors. 

L.  and  H.,  contractors,  undertook  to  do 
some  plumbing  work  at  the  residence  of  S. 
Before  the  work  had  been  completed  or 
accepted  by  S.  it  was  entirely  destroyed 
by  a  fire,  which  was  not  caused  by  any 
fault  or  negligence  of  S.  L.  and  H.  sued 
for  $260  as  the  amount  due  on  the  work 
done.  The  trial  court  gave  judgment  in 
their  favour  for  that  amount,  but  the 
Court  of  Appeal  reversed  this  decision  on 
the  ground  that  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Civil  Code  of  Lower  Canada  such  a 
loss  fell  on  the  person  doing  the  work  un- 
less it  was  proved  that  the  fire  was  caused 
by  the  fault  of  the  owner  of  the  house,  or 
that  he  had  failed  to  accept  the  work  as 
soon  as  it  was  finished.  As  neither  of 
these  two  exceptions  had  been  established 
the  action  was  dismissed. 

(Lessard  and  Harris  vs.  Shallow.  Judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Ap- 
peal side,  rendered  at  Montreal,  October, 
1902). 

ONTARIO  CASES. 

An  Action   under  the  Workmen's   Com- 
pensation Act. 

One  Charles  Armstrong,  employed  by 
the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  Company, 
was  engaged  in  shunting  cars  in  the  yard 
of  that  company  at  Ottawa  when  he  re- 
ceived injuries  which  resulted  in  his  death. 

His  widow  brought  an  action  under  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act  against  the- 
railway  company  for  damages,  alleging 
that  the  accident  was  caused  by  certain 
negligence  on  their  part.  Now  that  Act 
requires  that,  in  the  case  of  any  action 
being  brought  under  it,  notice  of  the  acci- 
dent upon  which  the  action  is  founded 
shall  be  given  to  the  proposed  defendant 
within  twelve  weeks  from  the  date  of  the 
accident,  and  the  action  itself  shall  be 
commenced  within  twelve  months  from 
the  time  of  the  death  of  the  person  injured, 
when  the  accident  has  resulted  in  death. 


In  this  instance  the  action  was  brought 
within  the  proper  time,  but  notice  of  the 
accident  had  not  been  given  to  the  com- 
pany within  the  twelve  weeks,  and,  on  that 
ground,  amongst  others,  the  judge  at  the 
trial  held  that  there  was  no  right  of  action 
under  the  Act,  and,  therefore,  dismissed 
the  action. 

The  plaintiff  appealed,  and  a  Divisional 
Court  held  that  as  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  company  was  well  aware  that 
Armstrong  had  been  killed  in  its  yard, 
whilst  in  its  employment  and  whilst  en- 
gaged in  its  work,  and  as  the  notice  of  the 
accident,  if  it  had  been  given,  would  have 
given  it  no  information  which  it  did  not 
possess  before,  that  afforded  a  reasonable 
excuse  for  not  giving  the  notice.  It  was 
said  that  the  whole  object  of  requiring 
notice  of  the  accident  to  be  given  was  at- 
tained by  the  knowledge  of  the  company 
of  the  occurrence  of  the  accident  at  the 
time,  and  of  the  cause  of  it,  and  that  it 
had  not  been  proved  that  it  had  been  in  any 
respect  prejudiced  by  the  notice  not  hav- 
ing been  given.  A  new  trial  was,  there- 
fore, ordered,  the  costs  of  the  former  one 
to  be  paid  by  the  defendant  company. 
From  this  decision  the  company  appealed 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  tribunal  al- 
lowed the  appeal. 

Regarding  the  question  of  notice,  the 
higher  court  agreed  with  the  Divisional 
Court,  but  the  appeal  was  allowed  on  the 
ground  that  the  trial  judge  was  right  in 
holding  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  ne- 
gligence which  could  be  submitted  to  a 
jury.  The  deceased  was  killed  by  being 
run  into  by  an  engine  on  a  track  known 
as  '  track  No.  5.'  There  was  no  evidence 
to  show  exactly  how  he  came  to  be  there. 
The  action  was  brought  on  a  supposition 
that  he  was  walking  on  a  space  between 
track  No.  4  and  No.  5;  that  this  space 
(which  was  admitted  to  be  the  '  way '  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Act)  was  defective  by  reason  of 
snow  and  ice  having  been  allowed  to  ac- 
cumulate thereon  to  such  an  extent  to  ren- 
der it  unsafe  and  difficult  to  walk  upon, 
and  that  deceased  in  so  walking  there  had 
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slipped  and  fallen  on  to  track  5,  where  he 
was  struck  by  the  engine.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  was  contended  that  he  was  walk- 
ing along  track  No.  5  when  he  was  struck, 
in  which  event  there  was  no  liability  on 
the  part  of  the  railway  company,  as  there 
was  no  evidence  of  negligence  regarding 
either  the  condition  of  the  track  or  the 
management  of  the  engine. 

Regarding  the  important  question  of  the 
notice  of  the  accident  required  by  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  the  follow- 
ing interesting  remarks  were  made  by  Mr. 
Justice  Osier  in  giving  the  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal: — 

1  In  order  to  justify  the  exercise  of  the 
power  to  dispense  with  the  notice  of  in- 
jury, &c,  prescribed  by  section  9,  it  should 
appear  (1)  that  there  was  some  reasonable 
excuse  for  not  having  given  notice;  and 
(2)  that  the  want  of  it  has  not  prejudiced 
the  defendants  in  their  defence. 

1  What  may  constitute  reasonable  excuse 
for  not  giving  notice  is  not  denned,  and 
must  depend  very  much  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  particular  case. 

' The  notoriety  of  the  accident  is  one 
element,  and  the  employer's  knowledge  of 
it  and  that  the  workman  or  his  represen- 
tative is  in  fact  making  a  claim  upon  him 
in  respect  of  it,  is  another.  Both  these 
circumstances  concur  in  the  present  case, 
and  there  is  the  additional  fact  that  the 
employers  took  the  claim  into  consider- 
ation, but  never  gave  the  plaintiff  a  final 
answer. 

'  Altogether,  I  think  it  might  very  pro- 
perly have  been  held  at  the  trial  that  there 
was  reasonable  excuse  for  the  want  of 
notice,  and  also,  as  the  defendants  had  all 
the  knowledge  of  the  accident,  and  claim 
that  the  most  formal  notice  could  have 
given  them,  that  the  want  of  it  had  not 
prejudiced  them  in  their  defence.  I 
therefore  agree  with  the  judgment  of  the 
Divisional  Court  on  this  point.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  reasonable  excuse  for  want 
of  notice  may  be  very  slight  indeed,  where 
the  occurrence  of  the  accident  appears  to 
have  been  well  known  to  the  employer,  and 
a  bona  fide  claim  for  compensation  there- 
for has  been  made,  inasmuch  as  the  judge 
had  power  under  section  14  in  the  alterna- 
tive, and  simply  in  his  discretion,  and  on 
such  terms  as  he  may  think  proper,  to  ad- 
journ the  trial  of  the  action  to  enable  no- 
tice to  be  given.' 

The  decision  of  the  Divisional  Court  in 
this  case  was  reported  at  P.  241  of  Volume 


2  of  the  Labour  Gazette,  but  it  was  incor- 
rectly referred  to  as  a  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeal. 

(Armstrong  vs.  Canada  Atlantic  Rail- 
way Company.  Judgment  given,  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  at  Toronto,  September 
19,  1902). 

Conditions  in  Accident  Insurance  Policy. 

M.,  who  was  a  baggageman  employed  at 
a  railway  station,  took  out  an  accident  in- 
surance policy,  in  which  his  occupation 
was  so  described.  The  policy  stated  that 
if  he  was  injured  in  any  occupation  or 
exposure  which  was  classed  by  the  insur- 
ance company  as  being  more  hazardous 
than  that  of  a  baggageman,  he  should  only 
receive  whatever  insurance  the  premiums 
he  had  paid  would  have  purchased  if  he 
had  said  he  was  engaged  in  the  more  haz- 
ardous business.  Another  clause  of  the 
policy  provided  that  no  insurance  should 
be  paid  if  death  was  caused  by  voluntary 
exposure  to  unnecessary  danger. 

M.  was  killed  whilst  coupling  cars,  which 
was  not  part  of  his  duty  as  a  baggageman. 
The  insurance  company,  therefore,  claim- 
ed that  the  accident  came  within  the  ex- 
ceptions above  mentioned.  The  evidence 
showed  that  M.  had  coupled  cars  on  other 
occasions,  and  that  in  this  particular  in- 
stance he  thought  that  the  brakesman  had 
requested  him  to  make  the   coupling. 

The  court  decided  that  the  words  '  oc- 
cupation or  exposure '  did  not  include  the 
casual  act  of  coupling;  that  there  was  not 
any  '  voluntary  exposure  to  unnecessary 
danger,  and  that,  therefore,  the  represen- 
tatives of  M.  were  entitled  to  the  sum  for 
which  he  was  insured.  (See  the  Labour 
Gazette,  Vol.  1,  page  315,  where  this  case 
is  reported.) 

An  appeal  was  made  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peal and  subsequently  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  both  of  which  confirmed  the  judg- 
ment given  at  the  trial  in  favour  of  M.'s 
widow.  In  the  Supreme  Court  it  was  also 
held  that  the  facts  showed  that  M.  was  in 
the  habit  of  coupling  cars  frequently,  and, 
therefore,  would  not  consider  the  operation 
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dangerous,    and    there    was    therefore    no 
'  voluntary    exposure    to    unnecessary   dan- 


ger 


within   the    meaning    of   the    second 
condition  of  the  policy. 

(Canadian  Railway  Accident  Insurance 
Co.  vs.  McNevin.  The  Supreme  Court 
Eeports,  Vol.  32,  page  194), 

Negligence  in  not  Providing  Guard. 

F.  was  a  teamster  employed  by  the  firm 
of  G.  &  Co.,  which  had  a  contract  for  sup- 
plying the  Gartshore-Thompson  Pipe  and 
Foundry  Co.  with  coke.  F.  had  been  de- 
livering coke  to  the  Gartshore  Co.  for 
about  four  weeks  when,  on  December  13, 
1899,  while  delivering  a  load  as  usual,  put- 
ting the  coke  into  the  bin  provided  for  it, 
he  was  struck  in  the  eye  and  seriously  in- 
jured. The  injury  (as  F.  claimed,  and  as 
the  jury  subsequently  found  to  be  the  fact) 
was  caused  by  a  chip  from  an  iron  pipe 
which  one  of  the  Gartshore  Co.'s  employees 
was  working  on  the  inside  of  the  shoulder 
of  the  pipe  with  a  chisel.  This  workman 
was  about  fifteen  to  eighteen  feet  distant 
from  F.  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

.  F.  brought  an  action  against  the  Gart- 
shore Co.  for  damages,  claiming  that  the 
place  should  have  been  protected  by  a 
guard  or  screen  to  keep  the  chips ..  from 
flying  around,  or  that  if  otherwise  their 
employee  should  have  been  directed  to  stop 
work  during  the  ten  to  twenty  minutes 
when  the  coke  was  being  delivered.  F. 
also  proved  that  these  chips  might  possibly 
fly  as  far  as  fifty  feet  with  a  good  deal  of 
velocity.  The  Gartshore  Co.  defended  the 
action  and  alleged  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  show  that  F.  was  struck  by  the 
chip  in  question;  that,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
it  was  not  such  a  chip  which  had  injured 


his  eye,  and  that,  in  any  event,  a  guard  or 
screen  would  have  been  impracticable. 

The  action  was  tried  with  a  jury  to 
whom  the  judge  put  a  number  of  questions. 
The  jury  found  that  the  injury  was  caused 
by  a  chip  of  iron  from  the  pipe;  that  a 
screen,  either  moveable  or  stationary, 
would  have  prevented  the  accident;  and 
that  F.  was  entitled  to  $400  damages. 
Judgment  was  accordingly  given  in  favour 
of  F.  for  that  amount  with  costs. 

From  this  decision  the  Gartshore  Co. 
appealed,  but  the  Court  of  Appeal  confirm- 
ed the  judgment  given  at  the  trial. 

In  the  course  of  his  judgment  Chief  Jus- 
tice Armour  quoted  from  an  English  judg- 
ment regarding  the  legal  position  of  a 
person  engaged  in  lawfully  fulfilling  a  con- 
tract in  which  both  he  and  the  person  on 
whose  premises  he  then  is  have  some  inter- 
est.    This  citation,  illustrating  the  law  on 

the  point,  is  as  follows : — '  That  with  re- 
spect to  such  a  visitor  at  least,  we  consider 
it  settled  law  that  he,  using  reasonable 
care  on  his  part  for  his  own  safety,  is  en- 
titled to  expect  that  the  occupier  shall  on 
his  part  use  reasonable  care  to  prevent 
damage  from  unusual  danger  which  he 
knows  or  ought  to  know;  and  that,  when 
there  is  evidence  of  neglect,  the  question 
whether  such  reasonable  care  has  been 
taken  by  notice,  lighting,  guarding,  or 
otherwise,  and  whether  there  was  such  con- 
tributory negligence  in  the  sufferer,  must 
be  determined  by  a  jury  as  a  matter  of 
fact.' 

The  first  judgment  given  in  this  action 
is  reported  in  the  Labour  Gazette,  Vol.  2, 
page  767. 

(Fallis  vs.  the  Gartshore  Pipe  and 
Foundry  Co.  Judgment  rendered  by  the 
Court  of  Appeal  for  Ontario  at  Toronto). 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 

Ottawa,  December  15,  1902. 

In  the  present  issue  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  publication  is  resumed  of  the  ar- 
ticles dealing  with  the  Growth  and  Present 
Position  of  Labour  Organization,  and  with 
the  Wages  and  Hours  of  Railway  Employ- 
ees in  Canada.  Both  of  these  articles 
were  begun  in  the  September  issue  of  the 
Gazette  and  continued  in  October,  but 
were  interrupted  last  month  owing  to  the 
amount  of  space  occupied  by  the  report  of 
the  special  investigation  of  the  Department 
in  connection  with  the  fuel  scarcity  in 
Canada  resulting  upon  the  strike  of  Penn- 
sylvania coal  miners.  In  the  review  of 
labour  organization  the  subject  has  been 
already  dealt  with  in  so  far  as  the  mari- 
time provinces  and  the  province  of  Quebec 
are  concerned,  the  present  article  continu- 
ing the  survey  for  Ontario.  The  wages 
and  hours  of  railway  conductors  and  en- 
gineers have  similarly  been  dealt  with  in 
the  Gazette  for  September  and  October,  the 
working  conditions  of  locomotive  firemen 
being  the  subject  of  the  third  instalment 
of  the  article.  Both  of  these  series  of 
articles  will  be  continued  in  subsequent 
issues  on  the  lines  originally  announced. 


As  supplementary  to  the  detailed  report 
of  the  Department  on  the  effects  upon  con- 
ditions in  Canada  of  the  strike  of  coal 
miners  in  the  anthracite  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania, which  appeared  in  the  November 
Gazette  and  in  which  were  embodied  the 
results  of  a  special  investigation  under- 
taken by  the  Department,  a  brief  review 
is  presented  herewith  of  the  general  re- 
sults of  the  settlement  of  the  strike 
upon  the  coal  market,  and  of  the  vari- 
ous developments  in  the  situation,  both 
in  the  coal  mining  regions  and  in  Canada, 
that  have  been  reported  since  the  close  of 
October.  In  connection  with  the  coal 
situation  throughout  the  Dominion  dur- 
ing November,  special  reference  is  made 
in  the  article  to  the  quantity  of  coal  which 
has  been  imported  since  the  settlement  of 
the  strike,  the  trend  of  prices  in  Canada 
of  coal  and  other  fuel  since  October  15, 
the  extent  to  which  the  transportation  com- 
panies have  met  the  increased  demands  on 
their  facilities,  and  the  general  outlook  for 
the  coming  winter. 

During  the  month  of  November  the  tak- 
ing of  evidence  before  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioner appointed  by  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment in  May  last  to  investigate  the  condi- 
tions alleged  to  be  existing  in  the  tobacco 
trade  of  Canada,  was  concluded  at  Mont- 
real, and  a  report  of  the  leading  points  of 
interest  elicited  during  the  final  stages  of 
the  inquiry  will  be  found  in  the  present 
issue. 

Another  interesting  article  of  the  pres- 
ent number  of  the  Gazette  is  that  in  which 
the  history  of  the  development  of  the  Koote- 
nay  districts,  B.C.,  with  special  reference 
to  labour  conditions,  past  and  present,  is 
briefly  outlined. 
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INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF 

NOVEMBER. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


THE  exceptionally  open  weather  which 
prevailed  throughout  the  Dominion 
during  the  month  of  November,  at  a  season 
of  the  year  when  its  occurrence  is  not 
usually  anticipated,  constituted  the  circum- 
stance which  chiefly  affected  labour  and  in- 
dustrial conai  uons  during  the  past  few 
weeks.  The  direct  results  have  been,  of 
course,  most  marked  in  the  out-door  trades 
and  industries,  such  as  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry and  the  building  trades,  both  of 
which  have  been  enabled  to  extend  their 
operations  to  an  unusual  degree,  though  all 
branches  of  industry  have,  to  a  greater  or 
less  extent,  felt  the  influence  of  the  length- 
ened season.  The  stringency  in  the  fuel 
supply,  owing  to  the  strike  of  Penn- 
sylvania coal  miners,  which  was  so  promi- 
nent a  factor  in  the  industrial  situation  in 
Canada  during  September  and  October, 
has  been  somewhat  alleviated  during  the 
past  month.  A  special  article  on  this  sub- 
ject, supplementary  to  the  review  which 
appeared  in  the  November  Gazette,  will  be 
found  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue.  La- 
bour generally  has  been  fully  employed 
during  November,  and  in  several  indus- 
tries, notably  in  the  lumbering  industry, 
and  in  the  market  for  unskilled  labour  in 
almost  every  section  of  the  Dominion,  the 
demand  has  been  very  markedly  in  excess 
of  the  supply.  The  inauguration  of  beet 
sugar  manufacture  in  Ontario  has  created 
still  another  field  for  the  employment  of 
labour,  and  during  the  past  few  weeks 
hundreds  of  men,  women  and  youths  have 
found  employment  in  harvesting  sugar 
beets  in  the  territory  surrounding  the  fac- 
tories already  in  operation.  An  important 
instance  of  the  tendency  towards  a  higher 
rate  of  remuneration  for  labour  reported 
during  the  month  was  the  raising  by  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  of  the 
schedule  of  wages  of  engineers  and  firemen 
in  its  employment.  The  increase  granted 
runs  from  15  to  25  per  cent,  according  to 
standing,    division,    and    work    performed, 


and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  2,000  men  are 
interested  in  the  change.  Maltsters  at  To- 
ronto, horseshoers,  firemen  and  bricklayers 
at  Hamilton,  labourers  at  Guelph,  railway 
telegraphers  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
packers  at  Charlottetown,  miners  at  Syd- 
ney Mines,  N.S.,  printers  at  St.  Thomas, 
Ont.,  were  other  classes  of  labour  receiving 
increased  wages  during  November.  With 
regard  to  trade  disputes  the  month  just 
closed  presented  a  very  favourable  showing, 
there  being  only  six  new  disturbances  re- 
ported in  all  and  only  one  of  these  involv- 
ing any  considerable  number  of  men. 

The  completion  of  the  Pacific  cable,  an- 
nounced early  in  November,  was  an  event 
of  the  month  which  will  have  a  far-reach- 
ing effect  upon  trade  and  industrial  condi- 
tions generally  in  Canada.  The  tests  of 
the  new  cable  have  been  eminently  satis- 
factory and  the  rate  of  transmission  ma- 
terially in  excess  of  what  the  projectors 
had  anticipated. 

General  Industrial  Activity. 

Active  conditions  continue  to  prevail  in 
the  various  leading  industries  of  the  Do- 
minion. With  exceptions  arising  out  of 
local  or  special  conditions,  manufacturing 
establishments  are  very  busy  and  are  in- 
creasing in  numbers  in  all  parts  of  Canada, 
particularly  in  Ontario,  Quebec  and  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  The  marketing  of  the 
grain  and  fruit  crops,  together  with  fall 
ploughing,  which  the  open  season  has  facil- 
itated to  a  greater  degree  than  has  been  re- 
corded in  several  years,  furnished  the  chief 
features  of  the  month  in  the  agricultural 
industry.  Conditions  in  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, generally  speaking,  are  compara- 
tively dull  owing  to  the  season  of  the  year. 

The  Ontario  Crop  Record. 

Definite  information  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  increases  in  the  yields  of  farm  produc  - 
in  the  province  of  Ontario  for  the  season 
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just    closed    over  previous  years  has  been 
afforded  by  the  publication  of  the  Novem- 
ber crop  bulletin  of  the  Ontario  Depart- 
ment  of   Agriculture,  which  confirms   the 
opinion   that   the   past   has   been,    on   the 
whole,  the  best  season  which  the  farmers 
of    the    province    have    known    for    many 
years.     The  average  yield  of  the  principal 
grains  was  considerably  above  that  of  the 
past    20   years,    fall   wheat   running   26 '8 
bushels,   compared  with  20  for   the  years 
1881-1901;  spring  wheat,  20  bushels,  com- 
pared  with    15  *5    during    the    same   per- 
iod ;     oats,    42  '6    bushels    compared  with 
34  *8 ;    rye,    18  *5    bushels    compared  with 
16*2  ;     and      buckwheat,     20,*5      bushels 
compared      with      19  *3.      Decreased      re- 
turns were  reported  in  pease,  beans   and 
corn,  to  which  the  wet  weather  did  consi- 
derable damage.     Hay  averaged  1  '87  tons 
to  the  acre,  the  average  for  the  past  20 
years    being   only    1  *40.     Prices   for  farm 
products  were  also  above  the  average.  Some 
damage  to  fall  wheat,   owing  to   the  wet 
weather  which  prevailed  during  harvesting 
having    caused    sprouting,    was    reported, 
though    the    greater   portion    of    the    crop 
will  grade  high.     The  seeding  of  the  bulk 
of  next  year's  crop  of  fall  wheat  was  finish- 
ed by  the  middle  of  September,  and,  except 
on  clay  land,  the  new  crop  is  reported  as 
looking    very   promising.        The    yield    of 
fruits  was  exceptionally  abundant,  insects 
appearing  to  have  wrought  less  injury  this 
year  than  usual,  though  there  has  been  an 
unusual  amount  of  scab.       Summer  pas- 
tures  were    among   the   best   reported   for 
years,  and  live  stock  also  benefited  greatly 
by  an  unusual  freedom  from  sickness  dur- 
ing the  season.     Young  cattle  are  reported 
ns  having  come  through  the  summer  in  ex- 
ceptionally   good    flesh.     Swine-raising   is 
still  growing  in  favour.     The  splendid  con- 
dition of  the  pastures  during  the  summer 
reacted  very  favourably  on  the  butter  and 
cheese    industry,    a   noticeable    feature    of 
the  season  being  the  large  number  of  pur- 
chases of  cream  separators  by  farmers,  the 
use  of  which  allows  of  the  keeping  of  the 
skimmed  milk  on  the  farm  for  the  feeding 
of  calves  and  pigs. 


Crops  in  Nova  Scotia. 

The  agricultural  season  of  1902,  accord- 
ing to  official  reports  from  Nova  Scotia, 
has  presented  a  number  of  unusual  fea- 
tures. Though  the  spring  was  exception- 
ally early,  backward  weather  prevailed  un- 
til the  month  of  July,  after  which  there 
was  a  marked  improvement.  The  hay  crop 
was  fully  up  to  the  standard,  oats  are 
better  than  for  several  years,  and  wheat  is 
above  the  average.  Barley  is  an  excellent 
though  not  an  extensive  crop.  The  potato 
crop  is  below  the  average,  though  mangels, 
turnips  and  other  roots  are  good  and  abun- 
dant. Live  stock  is  reported  first-class  in  all 
sections  of  the  country,  and  the  good  pas- 
turage of  the  summer  has  also  produced  a 
stimulating  effect  upon  the  production  of 
butter.  The  fruit  crop  is  very  much  below  the 
average,  both  in  quantity  and  in  quality. 
Against  300,000  barrels  of  apples  exported 
from  the  province  last  year  it  is  estimated 
that  certainly  not  more  than  100,000  will 
be  exported  this  year,  and  the  estimates 
of  certain  authorities  place  the  quantity 
considerably  below  that  mark. 

The  Lumbering  Industry. 

Reports  received  during  November  by 
the  Department  of  Crown  Lands,  Ontario, 
indicate  that  the  present  has  been  the  busi- 
est fall  season  yet  experienced  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Ontario  lumber  woods.  In  all 
portions  of  the  lumbering  districts  more 
men  are  in  the  woods  than  were  ever  be- 
fore reported,  and  limits  on  which  no  cut- 
ting has  taken  place  in  several  years  are 
being  worked  in  order  to  meet  the  demand 
for  lumber  arising  out  of  the  increased 
scale  of  building  operations  projected  for 
the  coming  year.  The  October  rains  are 
reported  as  having  interfered  to  some  ex- 
tent with  the  work,  but  the  most  serious 
difficulty  confronting  the  lumbermen  dur- 
ing the  present  season  has  undoubtedly 
arisen  out  of  the  scarcity  of  experienced 
hands  available.  In  spite  of  the  high 
wages  offered,  operators  have  been  compel- 
led, in  many  cases,  to  accept  for  service  in 
the  woods  men  and  youths  almost  wholly 
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unacquainted  with  the  work  of  logging 
and  road-making.  Wages  run  from  $25 
to  $35  per  month  and  board,  the  former 
figure,  until  recently,  being  considered  a 
high  wage  for  a  shantyman. 

Mill  men  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  are  com- 
plaining of  a  shortage  of  logs,  though  none 
of  the  mills  have  been  as  yet  seriously 
inconvenienced.  Reports  from  the  up- 
coast  logging  centres  in  British  Columbia 
state  that  only  a  few  of  the  camps, 
are  working  to  their  full  capacity,  and 
that  the  contents  of  many  storage  booms 
have  been  cleaned  up,  the  presence  of  snow 
and  slush  resulting  in  a  general  suspension 
of  work. 

The  Mining  Industry. 

In  the  mining  industry  of  Canada  a 
feature  of  November  was  the  increased 
output  of  the  Nova  Scotia  collieries  and 
the  increased  scale  of  coal  shipments  from 
points  in  the  Maritime  Provinces  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  market,  the  record  of  the 
year  in  the  latter  respect  having  exceeded 
that  of  any  previous  season  by  about  300,- 
000  tons.  The  effect  of  the  strike  of  Penn- 
sylvania coal  miners  has  also  been  evi- 
denced in  the  impetus  thereby  given  to 
coal-mining  development  in  western  Can- 
ada, work  on  the  different  coal  seams  which 
are  being  mined  in  Manitoba  and  through- 
out the  North-west  Territories  having  been 
particularly  active  during  the  month.  Re- 
newed activity  is  also  reported  from  the 
iron,  gold  and  copper  mining  regions  of 
New  Ontario,  where  developments  on  an 
extensive  scale  are  promised  for  the  im- 
mediate future.  In  British  Columbia  few 
changes  are  reported  in  the  conditions  pre- 
vailing earlier  in  the  season,  which  were, 
on  the  whole,  of  a  hopeful  character.  The 
reported  discontinuance  of  oil  as  fuel  by 
the  American  railways  is  expected  to  have 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  coal  mining  con- 
ditions of  the  coast. 

During  the  month  discoveries  of  con- 
siderable importance  were  made  in  the  oil 
regions  of  Ontario. 


The  Fishing  Industry. 

The  announcement  of  the  particulars  of 
a  contract  entered  into  between  the  On- 
tario government  and  the  Canada  Fish 
Company,  to  operate  in  Lake  Nepigon,  was 
an  interesting  development  of  the  month 
in  the  fishing  industry,  especially  in  view 
of  the  number  of  new  leases  covering 
various  other  waters  of  the  province  now 
under  consideration.  The  lease  to  the 
Canada  Fish  Company  is  expected  within 
five  years  to  yield  two-thirds  as  much  re- 
venue to  the  province  as  the  entire  fishing 
industry  of  the  province  does  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  A  bonus,  <  ranging  from  $2,000 
to  $20,000,  in  addition  to  the  usual  license 
fee,  based  upon  the  amount  of  apparatus 
or  plant  in  use,  is  to  be  paid  by  the  com- 
pany. The  company  also  undertakes  to 
build  a  railway  from  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  line  northward  to  the  shores  of 
Lake  Nepigon,  a  distance  of  about  40 
miles.  Among  the  restrictions  which  the 
government  has  placed  upon  the  opera- 
tions of  the  company  are  the  following: — 
The  catch  of  fish  is  limited  to  500  tons  a 
year  for  the  first  three  years,  and  1,000 
a  year  for  each  subsequent  year  of  the 
term.  All  whitefish,  lake  trout  and  pick- 
erel, less  than  two  pounds  in  weight,  and 
all  black  bass,  speckled  trout  and  maski- 
nonge  must  be  returned  to  the  water.  With- 
in three  years  from  the  beginning  of  oper- 
ations a  hatchery  must  be  established  on 
the  lake  for  placing  whitefish  and  pickerel 
eggs  and  30,000,000  fry  must  be  annually 
planted  therein.  All  bona  fide  settlers  are 
to  have  the  right  to  fish  with  nets  in  the 
lake.  The  company  must  place  a  steamer 
on  the  lake  for  the  accommodation  of  pas- 
sengers and  freight  with  certain  specified 
docks  and  shelters.  None  but  British  sub- 
jects resident  in  Canada  may  be  employed 
by  the  company.  Each  kind  of  fish  is  to 
be  packed  separately.  The  company  must 
establish  retail  fish  depots  in  such  towns 
and  cities  of  the  province  as  the  Fish  Com- 
missioner may  designate  and  keep  suffici- 
ent stock  on  hand  for  the  demand. 
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Plans  for  extensive  alterations  and  im- 
provements in  the  Eraser  river  canneries 
of  the  British  Columbia  Packers'  Associa- 
tion are  under'  the  consideration  of  the 
officers  of  the  association,  and  the  coming 
spring  season  will  witness  the  expenditure 
of  a  large  amount  of  money  in  this  connec- 
tion. The  principal  reason  alleged  for  the 
action  of  the  association  is  the  reduction 
of  the  general  operating  expenses  by  the 
amalgamation  of  canneries  adjoining  one 
another,  which  is  expected  to  render  a  cen- 
tralizing of  power  possible  on  an  extensive 
scale  and  to  effect  also  a  considerable  sav- 
ing in  labour  account. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

Undoubtedly  the  most  important  indus- 
trial problem  of  the  month  of  November 
was  that  which  confronted  the  various 
transportation  companies  of  the  Dominion 
in  connection  with  the  marketing  of  the 
enormous  grain  and  fruit  crops  of  the  sea- 
son and  the  bringing  in  of  the  winter's 
supply  of  coal,  the  strike  of  miners  in  the 
anthracite  coal  regions  of  Pennsylvania  in 
the  latter  respect  rendering  it  necessary  to 
carry  out  within  a  few  weeks  operations 
which  are  usually  extended  over  the  entire 
i  summer  season.  The  unprecedented  de- 
jmand  thus  created  upon  Canadian  trans- 
Iportation  facilities,  intensified  by  the  near 
approach  of  the  close  of  the  navigation 
season,  led  during  the  past  month,  in  spite 
of  the  unusual  efforts  of  the  companies,  to 
a  car  famine  of  considerable  severity, 
affecting  more  or  less  all  parts  of  the  Do- 
minion. 

In  western  Canada  the  increase  in  roll- 
ing stock,  locomotive  power  and  improve- 
ments to  terminal  facilities,  road-beds, 
sidings,  &c,  carried  out  by  the  railway 
companies  during  the  past  summer,  have 
resulted  in  a  considerably  larger  haulage 
)f  grain  than  last  year.  Thus  in  1901  the 
nimber  of  bushels  of  wheat  brought  to 
Fort  William  from  September  1  to  Octo- 
ber 31  was  5,762,000,  while  this  year  it  is 
stimated  that  8,500,000  bushels  of  wheat 
iave  been  thus  marketed,  the  figures  not 


including   wheat   in   transit   on   the  latter 
date.       The   abnormal   fuel   situation   has 
also   affected   transportation   companies   in 
the  west  with  scarcely  less  embarrassment 
than  in   the  eastern  provinces,  where  de- 
pendence upon  the  Pennsylvania  coal  fields 
is  more   direct.     The   unusually  large  de- 
mand for  coal  from  Souris,  Lethbridge  and 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  mines,  for  consump- 
tion in  Manitoba  and  the  Territories,  has 
accordingly  called  for  motive  power  which 
in  other  instances -would  have  been  employ- 
ed in  moving  the  crops,  the  supplying  of 
fuel  with  winter  approaching  being  quite 
as    necessary    as    the  .taking    out    of    the 
crops.        The    westbound   business    of    the 
Canadian    Pacific    Railway,    in    manufac- 
tures  and   general   merchandise  from   the 
older    provinces,  has    also    been  unusually 
heavy,     the    prosperity     of     the    farming 
classes  leading  to  larger  purchases  by  mer- 
chants throughout  the   Territories.       The 
fine  weather  which  has  prevailed  through- 
out the  autumn,  by  turning  attention  of 
the    farmers    to    ploughing    and    breaking 
new  land,  has  contributed  somewhat  to  de- 
lay in  the  marketing  of  the  crops,  and  has, 
therefore,  prevented  the  worst  possibilities 
of  the  situation  from  being  realized.     The 
extent  to  which  the  transportation  problem 
governs  the  grain  situation  in  the  west  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  the  price  of  wheat 
offered  by  grain  buyers,  as  based  upon  the 
statement  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Pail- 
way    that    that    company  is  now  receiving 
regular  instalments  of  the  several  hundred 
additional  cars  contracted  for  earlier  in  the 
season,    experienced    a    material    advance 
during  the  month  with  the  prospect  there- 
in involved  of  the  marketing  of  a  larger 
amount   of   grain   than   usual   before   the 
close  of  navigation  and  the  consequent  sav- 
ing of  storage  charges. 

The  Car  Famine. 

That  almost  the  entire  Dominion  is  suf- 
fering, however,  at  present  from  the  strin- 
gency in  transportation  facilities  is  amply 
borne  out  by  reports  received  from  nearly 
every  section  of  the  country  during  the 
past  month.     In  the  west,  where  the  great 
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problem,  as  above  remarked,  is  that  of 
transportation,  complaints  have  been  re- 
ceived from  almost  every  industry  repre- 
sented. As  above  stated,  it  is  not  the 
agricultural  interests  alone  of  the  west 
that  are  affected,  but  the  mining  and 
lumbering  industries,  as  well  as  the  gen- 
eral business  situation  throughout  the 
Territories,  and  many  of  the  complaints 
show  considerable  feeling  upon  the  ques- 
tion. In  eastern  Canada,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  the  Ontario  crop  has  not  yet 
commenced  to  move  in  great  quantities, 
congestion  prevails  in  all  lines  of  traffic. 
Both  of  the  great  railway  companies  con- 
tinue to  receive  new  rolling  stock  almost 
daily,  and  although  the  number  of  cars 
thus  placed  at  their  disposal  are  greatly 
in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  the  increased 
business  of  the  present  season  has  never- 
theless resulted  in  an  undoubted  shortage. 
The  approaching  close  of  navigation  has 
caused  a  heavy  movement  of  freights  west- 
ward in  Ontario  during  the  month,  a  fea- 
ture which  has  also  added  to  the  embar- 
rassment of  the  railway  companies. 

Traffic  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont. 

A  criterion  of  the  volume  of  business 
done  by  Canadian  transportation  compan- 
ies during  the  present  season  is  afforded 
by  a  recent  return  of  the  traffic  passing 
through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canals.  The 
total  freight  carried  by  the  two  canals  in 
October  was  4,618,291  tons,  or  443,746  tons 
more  than  were  carried  in  October,  1901, 
and  1,428,998  tons  more  than  the  quantity 
carried  in  October,  1900.  The  Canadian 
canal  carried  604,713  tons  of  the  above 
total,  or  a  gain  over  October,  1901,  of  250,- 
330  tons,  and  over  October,  1900,  of  261,781 
tons.  During  the  seven  months  of  the 
present  and  two  previous  seasons,  the  total 
freight  carried  east  and  west  by  the  two 
canals  was:  1902,  30,931,216  tons;  1901, 
24,543,610  tons ;  and  1900,  23,090,766  tons. 
Thus  1902  shows  a  gain  of  6,387,606  tons 
compared  with  1901,  and  of  7,840,450  tons 
compared  with  1900.  The  totals  of  freight 
carried  by  the  Canadian  canals  in  the 
seven  months  of  the  three  years  are:  1902, 


3,979,290  tons;  1901,  2,514,145  tons;  1900, 
1,844,426  tons.  Gain,  1902  over  1901,  1,- 
438,147  tons;  gain,  1902  over  1900,  2,134,- 
864  tons.  Compared  with  the  total  of  the 
two  canals  for  the  seven  months,  the  Cana- 
dian canal  carried  12  '86  per  cent  of  the 
total  freight  in  1902,  10 -24  per  cent  in 
1901,  and  7  -99  per  cent  in  1900. 

The  Railway  Rates  Question. 

During  the  month  a  tentative  announce- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  and  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Company,  of  a  proposed  general 
rise   in   railway  rates   was  made,   the   de- 
mands of  labour  organizations  for  higher 
wages  and  the  continuous  increase  in  the 
price  of  equipment  and  material,  being  the 
alleged  causes  of  the  action  contemplated. 
It  was  claimed  by  the  companies  that  in 
spite   of   the   large   increase   in   the   gross 
earnings  of  railways  there  has  been  prac- 
tically  no    increase    in    the   net   earnings, 
owing  to  the  operation  of  the  above  men- 
tioned conditions.     A  very  small  increase 
in  the  rates,  a  fraction  per  ton  per  mile, 
would,  it  was  stated,  make  all  the  differ- 
ence between  working  the  railway  systems 
of  the  country  at  a  fair  profit  and  working 
them     under     unremunerative    conditions. 
The  proposal  met  with  pronounced  oppo- 
sition on  the  part  of  the  merchants  and 
manufacturers    of    the    country    who    had 
made    no    preparation    for    the    proposed  ■ 
change,  the  Board  of    Trade    of  Toronto 
being    among    public    bodies  which    took 
the   matter   specially   under   consideration. 
The   very   substantial   gains   made   during 
recent  months  in  the  prices  of  Canadian 
railway  securities  on  the  stock  exchanges 
were  pointed  to  as  indicating  that  the  pro- 
fits of  railways  have  corresponded  to  the( 
prosperity  which  is   so  pronounced   in   all 
the  other  branches  of  industry  throughout 
the    country.     Before    the    close     of     the' 
month  it  was  announced  that  no  immediate | 
action  was  contemplated  in  the  matter. 

Grain  Rates  in  the  West. 

The  reply  of  the  President  of  the  Cana- 
dian   Pacific    Railway    Company    to    the' 
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Board  of  Trade  of  Winnipeg,  in  the  matter 
of  the  latter's  complaint  with  regard  to 
the  company's  rates  in  the  west,  was  re- 
ceived during  the  month  and  constitutes 
an  important  document  in  connection  with 
the  final  arrangement  of  this  problem.  It 
is  held  by  the  president  that  though  the 
company,  when  negotiating  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  Manitoba  for  the  lease  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  lines,  offered  as  a  feature 
of  the  proposed  arrangement  to  make  a 
graduated  yearly  reduction  in  its  wheat 
rates  to  a  basis  of  ten  cents  per  100  lbs. 
in  1906,  and  to  make  specific  reductions 
also  in  the  rates  of  some  other  commodi- 
ties, it  was  thought  that  the  increase  in  the 
volume  of  contributive  traffic  and  immu- 
nity from  competition  would  compensate 
for  the  change.  The  arrangement  whereby 
the  Northern  Pacific  lines  were  leased  to 
the  Canadian  Northern  Company  was 
adopted  by  the  government  of  Manitoba 
instead,  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company  now  holds  that  the  reduction  in 
rates  carried  out  by  the  Canadian  North- 
ern Railway  under  its  agreement  with  the 
government  did  not  impose  any  similar 
obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company.  The  farmers 
along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  it  is  claimed,  are  receiving  as 
high  prices  for  their  wheat  as  are  ob- 
tained elsewhere.  On  these  and  other 
grounds  the  company  does  not  at  the  pres- 
ent time  feel  that  any  necessity  exists  for 
a  change  in  its  rates. 

Grand  Trunk  and  other  Railway  Exten- 
sion Projects. 

me  unprecedented  activity  among 
transportation  companies  and  the  proved 
insufficiency  of  present  facilities  to  deal 
with  the  growing  demands  of  the  Domin- 
ion have  led,  during  the  past  few  weeks,  to 
emphasized  discussion  of  proposals  for 
meeting  the  future  requirements  of  the 
country  in  this  respect.  Not  only  have 
plans  been  entertained  for  still  further 
improvements  on  existing  roads,  in  the  way 
of  additional  branch  lines,  car  shops,  ele- 
vators, &c,  but  the  subject  of  other  trans- 


continental lines  to  handle  the  traffic  of 
Canada  has  been  much  discussed.  Un- 
questionably the  most  important  an- 
nouncement published  during  the  month 
in  this  connection  was  that  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  to  the 
effect  that  application  would  be  made 
to  the  Dominion  government  for  power  to 
authorize  a  company  in  alliance  with  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct a  railway  from  some  point  on  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  line  to  the  Pacific 
coast.  It  is  provisionally  stated  in  expla- 
nation that  the  proposed  new  railway,  to 
be  known  as  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Rail- 
way, will  extend  from  North  Bay  or  Gra- 
venhurst  through  northern  Ontario,  Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan,  Assiniboia,  Alberta, 
via  the  Peace  River  or  Pine  River  passes, 
and  British  Columbia  to  either  Bute  Inlet 
or  Port  Simpson,  as  may  be  determined 
later.  The  construction  plans  entertained 
are  of  the  most  modern  character,  having 
in  view  low  grades,  long  tangents,  steel 
bridges,  and  heavy  rails,  as  well  as  ample 
station  facilities  and  equipment  for  the 
handling  of  freight  and  passenger  traffic. 
Involving,  as  it  does,  an  expenditure  dur- 
ing the  coming  four  years  estimated  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  $100,000,000,  the  im- 
portance of  this  great  undertaking,  even 
from  the  standpoint  of  immediate  results, 
cannot  easily  be  overestimated.  Various 
projects  of  railway  development  in  Mani- 
toba were  also  prominently  brought  for- 
ward during  the  month,  and  in  New  On- 
tario railway  surveying  parties  were  at 
work,  and  developments  during  the  next 
few  years  promised  on  an  extensive  scale. 

One  of  the  largest  financial  transactions 
ever  carried  through  in  New  Brunswick 
was  completed  on  November  19,  when  a 
new  company  was  organized  to  take  over 
the  Canada  Eastern  Railway  and  various 
other  industries  included  in  the  properties 
of  the  H.  Gibson  Company,  the  new  or- 
ganization to  be  capitalized  at  $6,000,000. 

Atlantic  Transportation. 

At  a  meeting  of  stockholders  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  held 
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early  in  the  month,  a  resolution  was  sub- 
mitted giving  power  to  the  directors  to 
secure,  by  lease,  purchase  or  otherwise,  a 
line  of  fast  freight  steamers  to  be  used  on 
the  Atlantic  in  order  to  place  the  business 
of  the  company  on  an  independent  basis. 

It  was  announced  during  the  month  that 
the  improvement  of  the  channel  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  river  will  be  actively  pursued 
by  the  Canadian  Department  of  Marine 
during  the  coming  season  and  better  faci- 
lities provided  for  steamers  to  reach  the 
city  of  Montreal  than  ever  before.  The 
channel  will  be  lighted  by  night  to  make 
it  as  navigable  as  during  the  day  and  its 
depth  so  increased  as  to  render  it  safe  for 
navigation  to  vessels  of  the  largest  ton- 
nage. 

Canadian  Revenue. 

The  receipts  on  Dominion  revenue  ac- 
count for  the  four  months  of  the  current 
fiscal  year  ended  October  31,  show  a  net 
improvement  over  the  same  period  of  last 
year  of  over  $4,000,000.  For  the  four 
months  the  balance  on  revenue  account  for 
ordinary  expenses  is  $9,500,000,  or  taking 
capital  outlay  into  account  $6,500,000.  The 
details  for  the  four  months  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1901.  1902. 

Customs $10,690,761     $12,306,807 

Excise 3,699,261        3,947,357 

Post  office 1,045,000        1,190,000 

Public  works   and   railways    2,310,215        2,561,590 
Miscellaneous 761,251  938,978 

Total $18,506,490     $20,944,733 

Expenditure 11,635,373      11,454,859 

The  capital  expenditure  for  1902  was 
$2,980,307  compared  with  $4,456,070  last 
year. 

During  the  month  of  October  the  re- 
venue was  $5,757,365,  an  increase  of  $799,- 
395  over  the  same  month  last  year;  the 
expenditure  was  $3,477,868,  or  a  decrease 
of  $74,417  on  last  year's  expenditure,  and 
the  capital  expenditure  was  $1,413,287,  or 
an  increase  of  $302,925. 

Inland  Revenue  Returns. 

Returns  of  the  Inland  Revenue  Depart- 
ment covering  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 


30  last  were  published  early  in  the  month, 
and  show  that  the  consumption  of  spirits 
per  head  in  the  Dominion  was  *796  gal- 
lons, or  the  largest  amount  since  1885, 
when  the  per  capita  was  1*126  gallons. 
The  consumption  of  beer  was  at  the  rate 
of  5  '102  gallons,  a  figure  never  reached 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Dominion, 
being  a  constant  rise  from  3*808  gallons 
in  1898  to  the  present  total.  The  con- 
sumption of  wine  was  small,  amounting  to 
•09  gallons.  There  were  2*204  pounds  of 
tobacco  consumed  per  capita,  whieh  was 
practically  the  same  amount  as  in  1901. 
Though  a  high  figure  the  rate  was  exceed- 
ed in  1874,  1875,  1884,  and  1885.  The 
rates  of  duty  per  head  were:  Spirits, 
$1-148;  beer,  $-133;  wine,  $-063;  tobacco, 
$•55. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  malt 
liquor  manufactured  by  provinces : — 

(1901)— Ontario,  14,051,570;  Quebec,  7,362,535; 
New  Brunswick,  480,700  ;  Nova  Scotia,  843,066  ; 
Prince  Edward  Island,  44,900  ;  Manitoba,  678,- 
946  ;  North-west  Territories,  207,045  ;  British 
Columbia,  1,439,492.  Total,  25,108,254  gallons. 
(1902)— Ontario,  14,961,140  ;  Quebec,  8,529,155  ; 
New  Brunswick,  555,475  ;  Nova  Scotia,  941,500  ; 
Prince  Edward  Island,  91,450  ;  Manitoba,  780,- 
667  ;  North-west  Territories,  276,840  ;  British 
Columbia,   1,487,540.     Total,   27,623,767  gallons. 

The  quantity  of  spirits  produced  during 
the  year  was  3,234,147  proof  gallons,  an 
increase  of  581,439  gallons.  The  quantity 
consumed  was  2,933,183,  as  against  2,707,- 
919  gallons  for  the  year  previous.  There 
were  exported  151,799  proof  gallons,  being 
an  increase  of  3,645  gallons.  The  total 
amount  of  tobacco  taken  for  consumption 
was  22,677,302  pounds,  of  which  72,286 
pounds  were  Canadian  twist.  The  raw 
leaf  consumed  totalled  10,704,962  pounds. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  state- 
ment of  the  consumption  of  spirits  by  pro- 
vinces : — 

1901.  Gallons. 

Ontario ..1,281,773.48  $2,464,142  51 

Quebec 999,912.06  1,900,09141 

New    Brunswick 67,841.08  126,898  30 

Nova    Scotia 35,576.95  67.596  32 

P.    E.    Island 1,035.90  1,968  21 

Manitoba 153,273.03  291.223  66 

North-west    Ter 15,538.21  29.522  89 

British    Columbia 153,768.69  292,163  22 

Totals 2,707,919.40     $5,175,606  58, 
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1902.  Gallons. 

Ontario 1,324,365.02 

Quebec 1,157,121.25 

New   Brunswick 70,478.74 

Nova  Scotia 34,202.21 

P.    E.    Island 372.82 

Manitoba 185,482.32 

North-west   Ter 17,063.27 

British    Columbia 144,097.32 


$2,549,691  70 

2,205,538  31 

133,911  23 

64,984  17 

708  39 

352,225  36 

32,425  21 

273,811  12 


Totals 2,933,182.95    $5,613,295  49 

Imports  and  Exports. 

If  the  rate  of  expansion  revealed  by  the 
trade  returns  of  the  four  months  ending 
October  31  continues  until  the  end  of  the 
present  fiscal  year  the  aggregate  foreign 
commerce  of  the  Dominion  will  show  a 
gain  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $36,000,000. 
On  the  basis  of  imports  for  consumption 
and  exports  of  domestic  products  only,  a 
gain  of  $11,878,615  is  reported  for  the 
four  months  in  question  as  compared  with 
the  same  period  of  last  year.  The  exports 
exceed  the  imports  by  over  $10,000,000.  In 
the  following  table  the  details  for  the  four 
months  are  set  forth: — 


Imports — October. 

1901.  1902. 

Dutiable    goods $  9,778,697  $11,529,974 

Free    goods 7,633,758  7,377,128 


Total $17,412,455     $18,907,102 

Join    and    bullion 769,191  668,266 


Grand    total.. $18,181,646    19,575,368 

Duty    collected 2,719,326        3,189,287 

Imports — four    months. 

1901.  1902. 

Dutiable   goods $38,986,078    $44,700,502 

^ree   goods 25,451,090      25,091,040 


Total $64,437,168    $69,791,542 

!oin  and  bullion 2,527,310        1,289,594 


Grand  total $66,964,478  $71,081,130 

)uty   collected 10,543,229  12,123,485 

Domestic    exports — October. 

1901.  1902. 

'he  mine $  3,419,773  $  3,969,550 

he  fisheries 2,226,762  1,826,688 

he  forest 3,575,788  3,965,767 

nimals     and     their     pro- 
duce      8,341,449  7,632,657 

griculture 3,641,910  4,327,729 

[anufactures 2,025,738  1,907,222 

Miscellaneous 5,774  10,148 


Total $23,237,194    $23,639,761 


J 


Domestic  exports — four  months. 

1901.  1902. 

The   mine $15,546,834  $13,792,126 

The  fisheries 4,634,372  4,329,628 

The  forest 15,532,919  18,071,834 

Animals     and     their     pro- 
duce  24,041,845  28,696,198 

Agriculture 7,890,171  9,959,181 

Manufactures 5,713,462  6,239,370 

Miscellaneous 11,780  45,009 


Total $73,371,389     $81,133,346 

Thus  the  aggregate  trade  of  the  four 
months  amounted  to  $152,214,482;  or  an 
increase  of  $11,878,615.  Imports  for  the 
four  months  totalled  $71,081,136  ;  or  a 
gain  of  $4,116,658.  Exports  during  four 
months  amounted  to  $81,133,346;  an  in- 
crease of  $7,761,957.  The  excess  of  ex- 
ports over  imports  reached  $10,052,210. 
The  imports  of  dutiable  goods  for  the  four 
months  amounted  to  $44,700,502  ;  an  in- 
crease of  $5,714,424.  Imports  of  free 
goods  for  the  four  months  reached  $25,- 
091,040;  a  decrease  of  $360,050.  Exports 
of  mine  products  decreased  by  $1,754,708, 
and  fisheries  by  $304,744.  Exports  of  for- 
est products  increased  by  $2,538,915;  ani- 
mals and  their  product  by  $4,654,353 ;  agri- 
cultural products  by  $2,069,010,  and  manu- 
factures by  $525,908. 

Exports  of  cheese  from  Montreal  during 
the  present  season  have  been  the  heaviest 
on  record.  Up  to  about  the  middle  of 
November,  2,011,832  boxes  have  been  sent 
forward,  as  against  1,671,307  boxes  last 
year  and  1,969,265  boxes  in  1900.  Butter 
shipments  totalled  on  the  same  date  493,- 
825  packages,  which  is  considerably  in  ad- 
vance of  previous  figures. 

The  total  shipments  of  live  stock  from 
the  port  of  Montreal  during  the  sea- 
son of  navigation  were  77,193  cattle,  45,- 
831  sheep  and  549  horses,  showing  an  in- 
crease of  3,402  cattle,  a  decrease  of  8,708 
fheep  and  a  decrease  of  6,848  horses,  as 
compared  with  last  year.  It  is  also  esti- 
mated that  fully  20,000  head  of  Canadian 
cattle  were  shipped  through  the  United 
States  ports  by  American  exporters.  Cana- 
dian shippers  are  credited  with  exporting 
35,000  more  head  of  cattle  and  15,000 
sheep.     If  these  are  added,  it  would  show 
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that  over  130,000  head  of  Canadian  cattle 
and  over  60,000  sheep  had  gone  out  of  the 
country.  The  harbour  revenue  from  the 
import  and  export  traffic  of  the  port  from 
the  opening  of  navigation  to  November  1 
shows  an  increase  of  $44,088  over  that  of 
the  corresponding  period  last  year.  The 
total  amount  is  $240,534,  as  against  $196,- 
446  at  the  same  date  last  year. 

Imperial  Trade. 

A  second  report  from  the  Canadian 
Trade  Commissioner  in  South  Africa  was 
received  early  in  the  month  of  November, 
and  goes  still  further  to  demonstrate  the 
favourable  possibilities  of  the  South  Afri- 
can market  for  Canadian  products.  The 
fact  that  Great  Britain  is  at  present  get- 
ting a  very  large  percentage  of  the  orders 
from  South  Africa  is  regarded  as  evidence 
of  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  the  colony  to 
extend  its  commercial  favours  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Imperial  body  rather  than  to 
foreign  states.  Various  cities  and  other 
corporations  in  South  Africa  are  reported 
as  well  disposed  towards  Canadian  manu- 
facturers, and  the  latter  are  urged  to 
adopt  the  methods  at  present  in  use  by  the 
British  and  United  States  concerns  in 
securing  orders,  namely,  the  appointment 
of  agents  to  look  after  their  interests 
properly.  This  policy  is  especially  urged 
upon  Canadian  manufacturers  of  agricul- 
tural implements.  Expenditures  in  South 
Africa  by  governments  and  municipalities 
during  the  next  few  years  are  expected  to 
be  very  heavy  and  to  offer  an  exceptional 
field  for  Canadian  commercial  enterprise. 
The  Canadian-South  African  ss.  line,  it  is 
promised,  will  shortly  be  extended  to  Aus- 
tralia, touching  the  west  coast  and  passing 
on  to  New  Zealand,  whereas  the  present 
Pacific  line  from  British  Columbia  touches 
only  the  east  coast  of  Australia.  The  sec- 
ond Elder-Dempster  ship  for  South  Africa 
left  during  the  month  with  a  full  cargo. 

Domestic  Trade. 

Canadian  domestic  trade  during  Novem- 
ber was  largely  influenced  by  the  open  wea- 


ther conditions  which  prevailed  until  the 
closing  days  of  the  month  and  which  by 
postponing  purchases  of  winter  goods 
caused,  at  intervals,  periods  of  comparative 
dulness,  though  the  general  movement  of 
trade,  owing  to  the  prosperity  of  business 
conditions,  compares  well  with  last  year. 
The  sorting-up  business  in  the  dry  goods 
trade  was  satisfactory,  and  the  markets  for 
domestic  staples  uniformly  active.  The 
maturing  paper  of  the  month  was  well  met, 
although  in  some  parts  retailers  were  re- 
ported a  little  slow,  owing  largely  to  the 
prevailing  delay  in  the  marketing  of  the 
grain  crops  following  on  the  congestion  in 
transportation  which  has  been  referred  to 
above.  With  increased  revenues  in  the 
agricultural  districts,  however,  and  in- 
creased earnings  in  the  manufacturing 
centres,  no  anxiety  is  being  felt  as  to  the 
outlook.  The  approaching  close  of  navi- 
gation had  a  favourable  effect  on  demands 
for  goods  for  prompt  shipment.  There 
were  few  failures  reported.  Bank  clear- 
ings continued  to  show  gains  both  over  the 
previous  month  and  over  November  of  last 
year. 

A  very  important  feature  of  the  month, 
in   commercial   and   financial   circles,   wasj 
undoubtedly  the  stringency  in  the  suppl 
of  currency  required  to  transact  the  enoi 
mous  volume  of  business  accruing  at  this 
season  of  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
marketing  of  the  crops.     It  has  been  stated 
that    never    in    the   history    of    Canadian 
banks  has  the  demand  for  money,  for  legi- 
timate purposes  of  trade,  been  on  as  ex- 
tensive a  scale  as    during    the    past  fetf 
weeks.     Many  of  the  banks  have  reacheG 
the  limit  of  their  circulation,  which  is  mea 
sured  by  the  extent  of  the  paid-up  capital 
and  which  has  never  been  so  large  in  th« 
past  as    at    the  present   time.     There  ha? 
however,  been  no  abnormal  rise  in  mone: 
rates   in   Canada,  and  the  banks,  on    th 
whole,  have  been  able  to  protect  all  mer 
cantile  interests  deserving  of  protection,  t 
furnish  the  funds  necessary  to  move  th 
enormous  increase  in  the  grain  crops  an 
to  pay  the  farmers  of  the  North-west  th 
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very  large  increase  in  returns  which  it  is 
estimated  they  have  received  as  the  result 
of  the  harvest  of  1902.  Speculative  inter- 
ests, however,  have  suffered  keenly  from 
the  demand  for  money  for  mercantile  pur- 
poses, and  the  losses  in  the  prices  of  securi- 
ties on  the  stock  exchange  have  been  excep- 
tionally heavy  during  the  month,  in  spite 
of  the  continued  reports  of  increased  earn- 
ings on  the  part  of  many  of  the  listed  se- 
curities, the  prices  of  which  were  among 
those  most  severely  affected.  The  situa- 
tion in  this  respect,  it  is  expected,  will  be 
relieved  with  the  return  of  money  from  the 
interior. 

In  connection  with  the  above  statement 
as  to  the  position  of  the  banks  and  the 
commercial  situation  generally  throughout 
the  Dominion,  reference  should  be  made  to 
the  statement  of  the  Dominion  chartered 
banks  for  September,  which  showed  an  ex- 
pansion of  $5,930,000  over  the  net  circula- 
tion for  August,  and  $12,550,000  over  that 
of  the  same  month  last  year.  In  this  con- 
nection also  the  announcement  that  the 
management  of  the  Bank  of  Montreal  was 
considering  the  advisability  of  increasing 
the  capital  of  the  bank  by  some  $3,000,000 
is  significant. 

The  semi-annual  statement  of  the  Bank 
of  Montreal,  just  issued,  shows  that  for  the 
six  months  ending  October  31,  the  Bank  of 
Montreal  earned  $869,842,  which  is  at  the 
rate  of  14  "50  per  cent  per  annum.     For  the 
corresponding  half  year  of  1901  the    net 
earning  amounted  to  $711,828,   or  at  the 
rate  of   11  '84  per  cent  per  annum,  and  to 
$682,903  for  the  six    summer    months    of 
1900,  or  at  the  rate  of  11  "40  per  cent.   The 
net  earning  for  the  corresponding  period 
of  1896  amounted  to  only  $603,350,  or  at 
the  rate  of  about  ten  per  cent  per  annum. 
A.  further  analysis  of  the  statement  shows 
that  the  notes  of  the  bank  in  circulation 
it  this  time  last  year  amounted  to  $8,308,- 
540,  about  a  million  more  than  for  the  pre- 
vious  year.     This   year,  however,  the    cir- 
mlation  has  advanced  to  $11,289,484.    The 
deposits  of  the  public  not  bearing  interest 
jiave  increased  from  $84,593,973  last  year 


to  $88,399,303,  and  the  current  loans  and 
discounts  in  Canada  from  $60,023,661  to 
$66,025,550;  the  call  and  short  loans  in  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  having 
increased  during  the  same  period  from 
$29,397,548  to  $30,746,657. 

Immigration. 

Certain  developments  which  have  been 
reported  during  November  in  relation  to 
the  immigration  movement  into  Canada 
are  of  considerable  interest  and  impor- 
tance. The  record  for  the  month  con- 
tinues to  show  a  normal  influx  of  immi- 
grants from  Europe,  though  on  a  less  ex- 
tensive scale  than  was  reported  earlier  in 
the  season.  The  most  widely  discussed 
colonization  project  of  the  month,  how- 
ever, was  that  reported  as  under  process  of 
negotiation  between  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  for  Ontario  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  syndicate  of  United  States 
capitalists,  under  the  terms  of  which  the 
syndicate  covenants  to  settle  within  ten 
years,  upon  an  area  of  two  million  acres 
of  public  lands  to  be  granted  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  New  Ontario,  some  12,500  fam- 
ilies of  settlers,  representing  a  population 
estimated  at  50,000  people.  The  land  will 
be  paid  for  at  the  usual  price  of  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  as  the  settlers  take  up  their  allot- 
ments, but  the  government  will  recognize 
the  right  of  the  syndicate  to  charge  the 
settler  only  up  to  three  dollars  per  acre  for 
the  land.  The  government  may  discon- 
tinue giving  land  when  it  seems  in  the  pub- 
lic interest  so  to  do.  The  syndicate  agrees 
to  construct  certain  leading  roads,  to  pay 
the  settler's  transportation  to  his  location, 
to  lend  him  money  to  help  in  the  erection 
of  buildings  and  improvements,  and  guar- 
antees to  introduce  only  a  desirable  class 
of  immigrants,  it  being  required  that  all 
settlers  thus  brought  into  the  country  be- 
come Canadian  citizens.  The  company's 
operations,  it  is  also  to  be  stipulated,  must 
not  interfere  with  the  ordinary  influx  of 
settlers  under  the  present  colonization  bu- 
reau. 

In  further  connection  with  the  subject 
of  the  colonization  of  New  Ontario,  it  may 
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be  mentioned  that  complaints  on  a  consid- 
erable scale  were  registered  during  the 
month  as  to  the  operations  of  speculators 
in  the  Temiscamingue  district,  who  have 
succeeded  in  evading  the  government  regu- 
lations on  the  subject  and  are  thereby  com- 
pelling the  settler  to  go  further  back  for 
land  on  which  to  locate. 

The  embarrassment  suffered  by  Ontario 
farmers  in  recent  years,  arising  out  of  the 
scarcity  of  labour  during  the  harvest  sea- 
son, is  expected  to  be  relieved  in  future  by 
the  measures  initiated  by  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment, working  in  conjunction  with  the 
Dominion  immigration  officers  in  England, 
whereby  the  services  of  young  men  desir- 
ous of  settling  in  Canada  may  be  secured. 
A  system  of  distribution,  through  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Farmer's  Institute  of  On- 
tario and  other  organizations,  is  being 
arranged,  and  applications  from  those  want- 
ing help  will  in  future  receive  the  earliest 
possible  attention  of  the  Bureau  of  Colo- 
nization working  under  the  new  plan. 

During  the  month  the  incorporation  of 
an  Italian  immigration  aid  society  was 
actively  discussed  in  Montreal,  the  object 
of  the  organization  being  to  assist  desir- 
able Italians  to  reach  Canada  and  to  pro- 
vide such  immigrants  with  work  on  their 
arrival.  An  endeavour  will  be  made  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Italian  gov- 
ernment in  preventing  undesirable  classes 
from  coming  to  Canada,  and  also  in  see- 
ing that  desirable  classes  come  only  at 
suitable  times.  The  society  has  already 
secured  the  promise  of  material  assistance 
from  the  government  of  Italy. 

The  Settlement  of  the  West. 

A  statement  of  homestead  entries  for 
the  month  of  July,  August  and  September, 
1902,  handed  out  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  during  November  shows  ma- 
terial increases  over  the  figures  of  1901. 
The  returns  are  as  follows: — 

1902.  1901. 

July 2,623  921 

August 1,922  756 

September 1,416  566 


Full  reports  for  October  were  not  to 
hand  on  the  date  at  which  the  above  state- 
ment was  issued,  but  the  total  then  re- 
ceived showed  1,914  for  October  of  this 
year  as  against  779  of  the  same  month  in 
1901.  This  shows  an  aggregate  for  the 
four  months  of  1902  of  7,875  as  against  a 
total  of  3,022  for  the  same  period  of  1901. 
The  number  of  homestead  entries  may  be 
taken  as  indicating  very  clearly  the  pro- 
gress of  actual  settlement  in  the  west,  as 
persons  making  entries  for  lands  actually 
become  settlers  and  are  not  in  any  sense 
speculators. 

The  importation  of  settlers'  effects  dur- 
ing the  last  fiscal  year  also  shows,  accord- 
ing to  reports  recently  published,  a  mate- 
rial gain  on  previous  seasons,  the  increase 
in  settlers'  effects  from  the  United  States 
alone  amounting  to  $1,567,502  over  that  of 
1899.  The  following  table  affords  a  com- 
parison of  the  past  four  years  in  this  re- 
spect : — 


Year. 

Total. 

From  the               From 
United  States.  Great  Britain, 

1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 

$2,805,956 
3,065,410 
3,740,000 
4,580,000 

$2,183,861 

'    2,385,724 
2,915,000 
3,751,363 

§758,888 
657,344 

801,000   i 
802.313 

Notes 

of  the  Monti 

1. 

Advices    from    Skagway    early    in    the, 
month  reported  the  Yukon  river  frozen  and 
transportation  by  that  route  closed  for  the 
year. 

There  are  at  present  14  manual  training 
schools  in  operation  in  Nova  Scotia,  four 
of  which,  those  at  Kentville,  Windsor,  New 
Glasgow  and  Glace  Bay  have  been  startec 
during  the  present  season. 

The  establishment  of  schools  of  naviga- 
tion in  Canada  has  been  much  discussed 
lately,  the  subsidizing  of  existing  instiftHi 
tions  of  education  in  order  that  they  may 
add  navigation  experts  and  professors  of 
kindred  subjects  to  their  staffs,  being  the 
method  chiefly  commended. 
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During  the  month  the  city  council  of 
St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  took  over  the  street 
railway  of  that  city,  the  company  not  hav- 
ing operated  it  for  60  days,  and  having 
thereby  forfeited  their  franchise  and  given 
the  city  the  right  to  take  over  the  property 
in  satisfaction  of  the  $50,000  guarantee 
bonds  granted  by  the  city. 

The  executive  board  of  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Railway  Company  at  a  meeting  on 
November  10,  decided  to  put  into  effect  at 
once  a  plan  for  superannuating  old  and 
infirm  employees.  At  the  annual  meeting 
of  shareholders  in  1901,  the  sum  of  $250,- 
000  was  voted  as  a  nucleus  of  a  pension 
fund.  Since  that  date  the  company  has 
been  gathering  information  with  a  view 
of  establishing  a  system  of  benefits  on  a 
practical  basis.  The  conditions  under 
which  pensions  will  be  granted  are  pro- 
mised for  publication  shortly. 

In  November  a  delegation  consisting  of 
representatives  of  ten  of  the  larger  organi- 
zations of  craftsmen  in  England  visited 
Canada  with  a  view  to  investigating  Cana- 
dian methods  of  manufacture  and  labour 
organization.  A  thorough  investigation 
will  be  made  by  them  on  these  subjects  and 
the  findings  of  the  representatives  will  be 
published  on  their  return  and  the  reports 
distributed  among  the  labour  organiza- 
tions and  the  British  public  generally.  The 
avowed  object  of  the  undertaking  is  to 
bring  closer  together  British  workmen  and 
employers. 

The  Marconi  Wireless  Telegraph  Com- 
pany of  Canada,  Limited,  has  secured  a 
charter  of  incorporation  from  the  province 
of  Ontario  thus  obtaining  rights  to  oper- 
ate in  Canada.     The  company  is  a  branch 
■of  the  British  Marconi  Company,  and  is 
capitalized   at  $5,000,000.       The  company 
will  be  the  parent  company  for   Canada, 
and  will  operate  under  the  patents  of  Mar- 
coni and  secure  any  rights  that  may  accrue 
out  of  them.   It  is  proposed  to  go  into  land 
telegraphy  early  in  the  development  of  the 
system.     The  charter  has  been  taken   out 
n  Ontario  because  of  the  greater   facili- 
2 


ties  offered  under  the  laws  of  that  province 
for  the  formation  of  companies. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Canadian 
Bankers'  Association  was  held  in  Toronto 
on  November  13.  In  his  annual  address 
to  the  association  the  president  said : — 

The    year    that    has    elapsed    since    our    last 
meeting    has    witnessed    a    further    remarkable 
expansion    in    all    branches    of   Canadian    trade 
and  commerce,  in  which  the  business  of  bank- 
ing has  had  its  due  share.     It  has  been  a  year 
of  no  untoward  incident  in  the  domain  of  mer- 
cantile    affairs.       The     prosperity    enjoyed     in 
bountiful    measure    since    1897    continues    una- 
bated, and  no  clouds  are  yet  perceptible  on  the 
horizon,   save   perhaps   an   undue    and   specula- 
tive desire  for  financial  expansion  to  anticipate 
the  profits  that  still  lie  in  the  future.     On  the 
contrary,  the  signs  from  which  encouragement 
and    hope    spring    are    abundant.      A    bountiful 
harvest  has  been  safely  gathered,  particularly 
in  our  North-west,  and  is  rapidly  being  carried 
to    market,    thanks    to    the    liberally    increased 
facilities  provided  for  its  transportation.     La- 
bour  is    fully   employed,    manufacturing   indus- 
tries are  working  well  up  to  their  capital,  im- 
migration    is     increasing     at     a     rate     which 
prompts  the  hope  that  we  are  at  last  succeed- 
ing in   solving  the    problem  of   populating  the 
North-west,  new  markets  for  our  products  are 
being     exploited     and     old     markets     enlarged, 
means    of    transportation    are    being    supplied 
and    improved.     Indeed,    were   one   disposed    to 
dwell  on  the  possibilities  of  the  future  in  the 
way   of   material    development   and    prosperity, 
the   field  would  afford  a  vast   scope.     Railway 
earnings,    clearing    house    returns,    figures    of 
foreign  commerce,  the  failure  list,  bank  state- 
ments,  in  a   word,  all   the  tests  by  which   the 
material    conditions   of   a    country   are   judged, 
indicate    that    Canada    is    experiencing    an    ex- 
ceptionally   high    degree    of    prosperity. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30 
last,  260  vessels  representing  a  total  of 
28,288  tons  were  built  in  Canada,  an  in- 
crease of  20  vessels  and  6,332  tons  as  com- 
pared with  1901.  Of  this  number  89  were 
steamers,  and  179  sailing  vessels,  as  against 
84  steamers,  and  156  sailing  vessels  built 
in  1901.  In  1902  the  number  of  vessels 
registered  was  316,  representing  34,236 
tons.  During  the  year  previous  327  ves- 
sels, aggregating  35,156  tons  were  register- 
ed. The  figures  indicate  that  the  wooden 
ship-building  industry  is  holding  its  own 
in  Canada.  Twenty  steamships  were  built 
in  Toronto,  and  eight  in  Montreal.  The 
sailing  vessels  came  for  the  most  part  from 
the   shipyards   of  the  maritime  provinces. 
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II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL   CORRESPONDENTS. 


During  the  month  of  November  Mr. 
Roland  A.  Laird  was  appointed  a  corre- 
spondent of  the  Labour  Gazette  for  the 
city  of  Rossland,  B.C.,  and  district. 

HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  November  has  been  one  of 
great  activity,  and  the  general  healthy  con- 
dition of  the  labour  field  has  been  stimu- 
lated by  splendid  weather.  Compared  with 
the  previous  month,  it  has  been  as  good,  if 
not  better.  All  branches  of  labour  have 
been  pretty  well  employed,  outside  work 
being  still  carried  on,  while  the  printing 
trade,  which  has  been  very  dull"  for  some 
time  past,  has  awakened,  and  few  printers, 
if  any,  are  idle.  Added  to  this,  the  arri- 
val of  the  ss.  Parisian,  the  first  of  the 
weekly  mail  boats,  has  stimulated  com- 
merce, while  the  arrival  of  a  host  of  steam- 
ers during  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
made  quite  a  stir  along  the  water  front, 
and  incidentally  caused  much  activity 
among  the  longshoremen.  The  only  signs 
of  relaxation  apparent,  and  this  can  be 
attributed  to  the  season,  is  in  the  plaster- 
ers' trade,  but  the  other  branches  of  the 
building  trades  report  work  plentiful.  No 
feature  of  unrest  has  developed,  and  out- 
side of  the  Echo- Chronicle  lock-out,  which 
is  still  unsettled,  the  outlook  is  very  prom- 
ising. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — Potatoes,  turnips  and  cab- 
bage, while  not  more  than  an  average  crop 
in  quantity,  are  very  superior  in  quality. 
The  late  spring,  however,  has  had  its  ef- 
fect upon  the  crops  of  cucumbers,  squash, 
tomatoes  and  corn,  which  have  been  a 
failure. 

Fishing. — There  has  been  a  little  stir  in 
haddock  and  cod  during  the  past  month, 
but  it  is  not  above  normal  for  the  season. 

Lumbering,  manufacturing  and  mining 
are  reported  normal. 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  very  busy.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers continue  active.  Lathers  and  plaster- 
ers report  relaxed  conditions.  Painters, 
decorators  and  paperhangers  continues  to 
be  much  in  demand,  although  in  a  few 
cases  the  rush  is  over.  Plumbers  and  gas- 
fitters  are  fairly  active.  Stonecutters  are 
busy,  and  builders'  labourers  are  very  well 
employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  very  busy.  Iron 
workers  and  helpers  are  also  well  occupied. 
Machinists  and  engineers  report  work  nor- 
mal. Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are 
active.  Stove  mounters  are  busy.  Black- 
smiths and  boilermakers  report  conditions 
normal.  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report 
work  fair.     Horseshoers  are  very  busy. 

Wood-working  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  workers  report  work  fairly  good. 
Upholsterers  are  busy.  Varnishers  and 
polishers  arc  wall  employed.  Carriage 
workers  are  busy.  Coopers  report  work 
plentiful. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port an  awakening  from  the  dull  season, 
and  are  now  active.     Pressmen  are  busy. 

Transport. — Railway  and  steamboat 
transportation  is  normal. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  branch  of  labour 
is  fairly  well  employed. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Sydney  Mines. — An  increase  of  10  per 
cent  has  been  given  the  miners  at  Sydney 
Mines  by  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  Company. 

Bridgewater. — The  valuable  lumber  pro- 
perty of  E.  Davison  &  Sons,  comprising 
about  200,000  acres,  it  is  reported,  is  about 
to  be  sold  to  a  New  York  syndicate.  The 
present  output  is  about  12,000,000  feet  of 
lumber.  It  is  understood  that  the  syndi- 
cate will  increase  the  output  and  establish 
pulp  and  paper  mills. 


December.  1902 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


403 


CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,   reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

November  witnessed  a  falling  off  in  the 
demand  for  labour  which  prevailed  during 
October,  the  principal  decrease  being  in 
connection  with  the  Hillsborough  bridge, 
certain  lines  of  work  having  closed  for  the 
season.  All  of  the  compressed  air  work- 
ers have  been  thrown  out  of  employment  in 
consequence  till  the  spring  comes.  The 
completion  of  the  new  reservoir  for  the 
Charlottetown  water  works,  the  cessation 
of  permanent  work  on  the  city  streets,  the 
burning  of  Riley's  tobacco  factory,  throw- 
ing 30  men  out  of  employment,  and 
changes  in  one  of  the  foundries  whereby  it 
|  was  necessary  to  dispense  with  the  services 
of  some  of  the  men,  had  the  effect  there- 
fore of  turning  the  scale,  heretofore  well 
balanced  between  supply  and  demand,  in 
iavour  of  the  former.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  Dominion  Packing  Company  doubled 
their  staff  of  employees,  and  the  demand 
for  coopers  was  greater  than  the  supply. 
,The  volume  of  transportation  was  also 
greater  than  in  October,  and  banks  report 
a  busier  month.  Wholesale  and  retail 
trade  was  also  slightly  better.  Barring 
increases,  ranging  from  25  to  100  per 
cent,  given  by  the  Dominion  Packing  Com- 
pany to  their  employees,  and  an  increase  to 
railroad  telegraphers,  the  rates  of  wages 
and  hours  of  labour  remained  unchanged. 
;The  harmonious  relations  existing  between 
employer  and  employee  during  the  previous 
month  remained  unchanged. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  crops  were  all  gathered  in  before  the 
ast  of  the  month,  and  fall  ploughing  and 

!:hreshing  were  the  order  of  the  day.  The 
Potato  crop  was  shorter  than  last  season, 
Wit  sounder  in  quality.  A  large  quantity 
»f  hops  were  disposed  of  during  this  month 
it  the  highest  prices  obtained  for  some 
[ears. 

Oyster     fishing,     practically     the     only 
ranch  of  the  fisheries  prosecuted  to  any 


extent,  had  to  meet  the  drawback  of  stormy 
weather,  but  prices  were  unprecedentedly 
high.  During  the  month  fall  herring  was 
struck  in  the  eastern  sections  of  the  island 
in  fair  quantities.  The  bait  freezer  at 
Rustico  is  nearing  completion,  and  will  be 
the  sixth  erected  on  the  island  by  the  De- 
partment of  Marine  and  Fisheries.  Plans 
and  specifications  were  prepared  for  a  new 
lcbster  hatchery  on  the  south  side,  near  the 
entrance  to  Charlottetown  harbour,  and  the 
contract  will  soon  be  given. 

On  the  new  Southern  Branch  Railway, 
operations  are  in  full  swing,  and  25  miles 
of  track  are  now  laid. 

The  chicken  fattening  industry,  both  at 
the  government  stations  and  in  the  two 
private  plants  on  the  island,  has  been  very 
active  during  the  month,  though  the  want 
of  cold  storage  has  been  greatly  felt.  By 
the  next  direct  steamer  from  Charlotte- 
town to  Manchester  a  shipment  of  5,000 
pounds  of  dressed  poultry  will  be  made 
from  the  government  fattening  stations. 

At  the  Dominion  Packing  Company's 
factory,  extract  of  beef,  the  first  manufac- 
tured in  Canada,  was  produced,  and  the 
slaughtering  of  cattle  and  sheep  was  car- 
ried on  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  demand  for  brick- 
layers and  masons  has  been  confined  main- 
ly to  the  piers  on  the  Hillsborough  bridge, 
culverts  on  the  Branch  railway,  one  large 
stone  mansion  and  several  brick  structures. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  have  been  busy, 
chiefly  at  jobbing,  and  preparing  for  win- 
ter. Several  fine  residences  in  the  city  and 
country  are  receiving  finishing  touches. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  have  been  fairly 
busy.  Plumbers  have  had  a  very  busy 
month.  Builders'  labourers  have  had  a 
fair  share  of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  greater  number  of  moulders 
and  machinists  have  been  steadily  em- 
ployed. Linemen  have  been  busy.  Bicycle 
workers  have  practically  closed  down  for 
the  season. 
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Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  workers,  upholsterers,  wood  carvers, 
and  carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  been 
busy.  Car  builders  have  been  busy.  The 
demand  for  coopers  has  been  greater  than 
the  supply. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  been  exceptionally  busy.  Bookbind- 
ers have  had  steady  employment. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  and  garment 
workers  have  had  an  unusually  busy  month, 
one  of  the  best  on  record.  Boot  and  shoe 
workers  have  been  busy. 

Leather  trades. — It  has  been  a  busy 
month  for  the  leather  trades. 

Transport. — Railroad  men  have  had 
heavier  work  this  month  than  last.  The 
railroad  telegraphers  on  the  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Railway  have  received  increases, 
varying  from  $2.50  to  $7.50  per  week,  as  a 
result  of  a  conference  of  representatives 
of  the  order  with  the  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways. Longshoremen,  teamsters  and  truck- 
men have  been  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  the  demand  for  this  class  of 
labour  since  last  month. 

ST.  JOHN,  KB.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  during  November 
showed  an  improvement  over  October,  and 
the  opening  of  the  winter  port  business 
tends  to  increase  business  generally.  Re- 
ports from  all  over  the  province  are  very 
encouraging.  Several  new  companies  are 
seeking  incorporation,  and  proprietors  of 
boarding  houses  state  that  it  has  been  years 
since  business  in  their  line  has  been  so 
good.  Export  freight  is  arriving  in  large 
quantities  at  West  St.  John,  and  the  White 
Candy  Company  has  been  running  day  and 
night  for  the  past  two  months  to  supply 
the  demand,  and  it  is  likely  will  have  to 
continue  on  double  time  till  Christmas. 
The  T.  S.  Simms  Company,  Limited,  is 
also  working  overtime  to  fill    orders    for 


brooms  and  brushes.  Several  of  the  saw 
mills  have  been  working  two  gangs  in  an 
endeavour  to  clear  out  their  logs  before 
navigation  on  the  St.  John  river  closes. 
Bank  clearings  for  November  were  $3,635,- 
216,  being  $623,218  in  excess  of  the  same 
period  last  year  and  $698,313  less  than  Oc- 
tober of  the  current  year.  The  customs 
reports  for  November  show  an  increase  of 
$4,265.67  over  the  corresponding  period  last 
year. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Reports  from  the  agricultural  districts 
are  to  the  effect  that  business  is  quiet. 
Potatoes  have  been  selling  at  from  $1.50 
to  $2  per  barrel;  roll  butter,  25  cents; 
eggs,  20  cents;  turkeys,  16  cents  per 
pound;  chickens,  40  to  80  cents  per  pair. 
Farmers  are  still  holding  them  for  better 
prices. 

The  fishing  industry  remains  quiet,  the 
weather  interfering  to  a  large  extent. 

The  lumbering  prospects  are  good,  al- 
though the  men  and  teams  are  working 
under  difficulties  owing  to  the  soft  weather. 
Wages  are  about  $6  higher  per  man  by 
the  month,  and  provisions  cost  more.  Men 
are  scarce,  and  it  has  been  difficult  to  se- 
cure crews. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  conditions  dull,  carpenters  and 
joiners  good,  painters  and  decorators  fair. 
Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  continue 
busy.  Builders'  labourers  are  fairly  well 
employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  machinists  and 
engineers  report  work  good.  Electrical 
workers  and  linemen  are  busy.  Boiler- 
makers are  steadily  employed.  Horse- 
shoers  report  business  brisk. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  continue 
active;  shingle  weavers  are  only  partially 
employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printer; 
and  pressmen  report  work  plentiful.  Book 
binders  are  busy. 
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Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
are  working  continuously. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Confec- 
tioners report  business  as  '  the  greatest 
candy  year  in  the  history  of  the  trade  of 
Canada/  and  have  to  work  overtime  to  fill 
orders  for  the  Christmas  trade.  Cigar- 
makers  are  all  working,  but  business  is  re- 
ported only  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brushmakers 
are  very  busy,  the  latter  working  overtime. 

Transport. — Kailroad  trainmen,  switch- 
men and  trackmen  are  steadily  employed. 
Freight  handlers  report  plenty  of  work,  the 
opening  of  the  winter  port  business  giving 
a  boom  to  this  branch.  Steamboatmen  and 
firemen  are  not  so  busy,  some  of  the  boats 
plying  on  the  river  having  laid  up  for  the 
season.  Ship  labourers  report  an  improve- 
ment over  last  month.  Teamsters  and  car- 
ters are  in  demand,  but  the  supply  is  equal 
to  the  occasion. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
not  so  well  employed  as  in  October. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Chatham. — A  special  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  was  held  on  November  24 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  offering  in- 
ducements to  new  industries,  and  it  was 
decided  to  advertise  that  bonuses  would  be 
offered  to  manufacturers  to  locate  in  that 
town. 

Hampton. — The  Macadamite  Metal  Com- 
pany, now  located  in  St.  John,  is  contem- 
plating starting  business  in  the  buildings 
formerly  occupied  by  the  Ossekeag  Stamp- 
ing Company. 

Cain's  River. — Traces  of  oil  were  recent- 
ly found  near  the  mouth  of  this  river,  and 
it  is  believed  that  oil  strata  underly  the 
Miramichi  valley.  Steps  will  be  taken  to 
induce  capitalists  to  make  the  necessary 
borings.    . 

Mispec. — The  managers  of  the  pulp  mill 
at  this  place  have  three  gangs  of  men  at 
work  getting  out  pulp  wood  at  Loch  Lo- 
mond, Grand  Bay  and  Grand  Lake. 


Moncton. — Great  activity  has  prevailed 
in  the  building  trades  during  the  past  sum- 
mer, and  contractors,  mechanics  and  la- 
bourers have  been  very  busy.  About  $100,- 
000  was  spent  in  buildings  and  improve- 
ments. 

Restigouche. — Letters  patent  have  been 
granted  to  the  B-estigouche  Foundry  and 
Supply  Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000,  divided  into  shares  of  $100. 

Sackville. — Building  operations  have 
been  brisker  than  for  sevoral  years  past, 
and  even  at  this  late  season  houses  are  in 
course  of  construction. 

St.  George. — Work  on  the  new  pulp  mill 
is  being  rapidly  pushed  forward.  The 
mill  will  be  65  by  120  feet,  and  one  story 
high,  with  a  daily  capacity  of  25  tons.  The 
building  is  to  be  steam  heated  and  lighted 
by  electricity.  In  addition  to  supplying 
electricity  for  its  own  use,  the  company 
expects  to  develop  about  750  horse-power  to 
be  furnished  to  the  granite  works,  whose 
water-power  they  required.  If  desired,  it 
can  also  furnish  electric  lighting  for  the 
town.  The  industry  will  be  operated  by 
the  St.  George  Pulp  and  Paper  Company, 
composed  of  United  States  capitalists. 

St.  Stephen. — Ganong  Bros.,  Limited, 
manufacturing  confectioners,  are  doubling 
the  capacity  of  their  factory,  and  making 
it  the  largest  in  Canada.  Haley  &  Sons 
are  making  additions  to  their  large  wood- 
working establishment,  and  are  also  erect- 
ing a  storehouse  and  dry  shed  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  street.  The  St.  Croix  Soap 
Company  is  putting  in  a  foundation  for  a 
further  extension  of  their  main  building. 

South  Bay. — A  new  lath  mill  is  in  course 
of  construction  at  this  place  by  Messrs. 
Frank,  Jordan  and  William  Giggey,  and, 
it  is  expected,  will  be  in  operation  shortly. 

Springdale. — It  is  believed  that  a  pulp 
and  paper  mill  will  be  erected  at  this  place, 
about  three  and  a  half  miles  above  Penobs- 
quis,  King's  county,  American  capitalists 
having  secured  options  on  properties  there. 
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Upper  Woodstock. — A  crew  of  men  is 
now  employed  laying  the  foundation  for 
one  of  the  buildings  in  connection  with  a 
woodworking  establishment.  This  build- 
ing will  be  100  by  40  feet,  and  it  is  ex- 
pected that  the  mill  will  be  running  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  All  kinds  of  hardwood 
will  be  used  in  the  manufacture  of  agri- 
culture implements,  &c,  and  will  be  ship- 
ped via  St.  John  to  the  English  market. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J.  Johin  and  Edward  Little, 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  generally  has 
been  well  maintained  throughout  the 
month,  although  in  a  number  of  cases  the 
hours  of  work  per  day,  as  is  customary  in 
this  city  during  the  first  week  in  Novem- 
ber, have  been  reduced  to  eight,  with  a 
corresponding  decrease  in  pay.  Work 
upon  the  new  electric  road  in  Levis  has 
stopped  until  spring,  though  the  elevator 
is  still  running. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Construction  operations  on  the  Levis 
Electric  Railway  have  been  suspended  for 
the  winter. 

Winter  fares  upon  railways  and  ferries 
have  been  inaugurated  during  the  month. . 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons,, 
carpenters  and  joiners  report  a  falling  off 
in  work,  only  about  half  time  being  work- 
ed during  the  month.  Painters  report 
conditions  dull.  Plumbers  and  steamfit- 
ters  were  pretty  well  employed  up  to  the 
middle  of  the  month,  in  some  cases  work- 
ing overtime.  Builders'  labourers  are 
slack.  • 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  strike  in  the  Terreau  and 
Racine  foundry  still  continues,  the  iron 
moulders  receiving  $7  per  week  benefit 
from  the  union.  The  establishment,  how- 
ever, is  working  and  reports  no  decrease 
in    product,    casting   three   times    a    week. 


though  there  are  only  nine  moulders  work- 
ing, whereas  previous  to  the  strike  there 
were  20.  In  the  shipbuilding  trade,  work 
during  the  month  has  been  intermittent, 
several  steamers  receiving  repairs,  work 
being  night  and  day  while  it  lasts.  The 
ss.  Iberian  has  gone  into  the  graving  dock, 
and  will  remain  there  for  the  winter,  ob- 
taining permanent  repairs  which  will  ne- 
cessitate the  employment  of  over  100  men, 
her  bottom  being  badly  damaged. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  dull  for  the  season.  Book- 
binders are  fairly  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Boot  and  shoe  and 
leather  workers  are  not  working  full  time, 
but  have  made  a  better  month  than  Octo- 
ber, and  if  the  present  rate  of  increase 
continues  will  have  a  satisfactory  winter. 

Miscellaneous. — Furriers  report  plenty 
of  work,  overtime  being  worked  in  one  es- 
tablishment. 

Transport. — Steamboat  men  are  being 
paid  off  in  consequence  of  boats  going  into 
winter  quarters.  Ship  labourers  and  long- 
shoremen have  made  a  very  good  month, 
the  arrival  of  coal  cargoes  contributing 
considerably  to  this  result.  Carters  and 
draymen  report  a  good  month's  work. 
River  steamboats,  tugs,  lightships  and 
schooners  are  going  into  winter  quarters, 
having  been  kept  out  much  later  than  in 
previous  years.  There  is  as  yet  no  ice  in 
the  river. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  a 
good  deal  of  broken  time  during  the  month 
through  wet  weather. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

On  November  1,  the  Jacques  C artier 
Electric  Power  Company  entered  into  its 
contract  with  the  city  to  light  the  streets. 
The  company  was  awarded  its  contract  five 
months  ago.  During  the  interval  over 
400  additional  poles  were  erected,  and  over 
100  miles  of  wire  strung.  The  lamps  will 
require  trimming  only  three  times  a  month, 
the  new  process  of  carbonising  dispensing 
with  the  services  of  five  men  as  compared 
with  the  old  process. 
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The  contract  entered  into  two  years  ago 
for  the  building  of  the  piers  and  abutments 
in  connection  with  the  new  Quebec  bridge 
across  the  St.  Lawrence,  was  finished  on 
the  18th  instant,  and  everything  is  now  in 
readiness  for  the  superstructure.  The  con- 
tract called  for  the  construction  of  two 
main  piers,  two  anchor  piers  and  abut- 
ments, in  all  80,000  cubic  yards  of  masonry, 
at  a  cost  of  $1,000,000  for  the  entire  con- 
struction. The  superstructure  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  Phoenix  Bridge  Company  of 
Philadelphia. 

THREE   RIVERS,   QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  is  little  or  no  change  in  labour 
conditions  in  this  district  since  last  month. 
The  demand  for  labour  in  most  depart- 
ments continues  good,  excepting  in  one  or 
two  instances  where  it  is  affected  by  the 
change  of  season.  Dealers  in  boots  and 
dry  goods  report  having  done  a  good 
month's  business.  Banks  also  report  a 
splendid  month  for  the  season  of  the  year. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  in  this  vicinity  have  had  a  very 
prosperous  year  and  are  receiving  top 
prices  for  all  their  products.  Hay  is  sell- 
ing at  $4  to  $5  a  ton;  straw,  $3  and  $4; 
oats,  45  cents  per  bushel;  buckwheat,  50  to 
60  cents;  peas,  80  and  90  cents;  potatoes, 
65  cents;  turnips,  30  cents;  carrots,  75 
cents;  fresh  butter,  25  cents;  salt  butter, 
22  to  23  cents;  onions,  75  cents;  beans, 
$1.75. 

Conditions  are  quiet  in  the  fishing  in- 
dustry, as  there  is  only  the  local  demand 
to  supply. 

The  logging  camps  are  now  equipped 
with  their  almost  full  complement  of 
hands,  wages  to  experienced  men  being  as 
high  as  $22.  All  saw-mills  are  closed  since 
ten  days;  there  have  been  close  on  two  mil- 
lions of  logs  sawed  up.     Lumbermen  have 


commenced  operations  for  the  season, 
1902-3,  and  are  paying  wages,  say,  from 
$18  to  $20  per  month.  Jobbers  have  to  pay 
from  $24  to  $28  per  month. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES, 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  quiet,  but  for  those  able  to  get  work 
the  wages  are  high  enough.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  are  not  very  busy,  those  who 
can  get  work  are  paid  from  $1.50  to  $1.75. 
Stonemasons,  bricklayers  and  painters  are 
very  quiet;  they  have  had  much  work  dur- 
ing the  summer,  but  as  the  cold  season  has 
arrived  they  will  be  obliged  to  lay  off  for 
some  time. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Blacksmiths  report  great  activity, 
wages  are  from  $6  to  $10. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  are  doing  very  well  at  present. 

Leather  trades. — Workers  in  leather  are 
nearly  all  employed  and  are  satisfied  with 
the  wages  they  receive. 

Clothing  trades. — Boot  and  shoe  workers 
have  been  enjoying  a  busy  season,  and 
members  have  lost  no  time.  There  has 
been  one  large  factory  in  this  line  in  Three 
Rivers  employing  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  men  and  women.  Wages  are  satisfac- 
tory. 

Custom  tailoring. — Cold  weather  has 
stimulated  the  demand,  and  good  hands 
are  all  at  work. 

SHERBROOKE,   QUE,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  during  the  month 
of  November  has  been  exceptionally  good. 
This  has  been  occasioned  by  the  open  wea- 
ther during  the  month,  as  at  this  time  or- 
dinary outside  work  is  pretty  well  closed 
down,  owing  to  the  snow.  There  are  one 
or  two  large  building  contracts  now  under 
way,  which  are  being  rushed  by  the  aid  of 


4C8 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


December,  1902 


electric  light,  as  a  sufficient  supply  of 
masons  cannot  be  secured.  The  wholesale 
trade  is  reported  to  be  very  good,  although 
retail  merchants  complain  that  business  is 
not  very  brisk,  owing  to  the  comparatively 
mild  weather.  There  has  been  no  unrest 
among  employees  during  the  month. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  completed  their  fall  work, 
and  in  most  cases  have  finished  threshing 
their  crops. 

Reports  from  the  lumber  camps  state 
that  there  is  still  a  scarcity  of  men,  al- 
though a  considerable  advance  in  wages  is 
offered. 

All  branches  of  manufacturing  are  busy, 
particularly  the  sash  and  door  factories. 
The  woollen  mills  report  orders  very  sat- 
isfactory, and  good  weavers  find  ready  em- 
ployment. 

Frdni  information  received  from  the  as- 
bestos mines  at  Black  Lake,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  at  Thetford  Mines  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  have  been  dispensed 
with,  owing  to  the  closing  down  of  some 
pits  on  two  properties.  One  of  the  com- 
panies, which  discharged  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  has  offered  the  men 
work  in  the  woods.  A  company,  composed 
chiefly  of  New  York  capitalists,  has  pur- 
chased an  asbestos  property  from  the  Beav- 
er Company  at  Black  Lake,  and  also  the 
East  Broughton  mine  at  Broughton.  The 
new  company  will  erect  large  mills  and  in- 
stall more  power. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  of  the 
building  trades  are  rushed  just  now,  and 
the  somewhat  unusual  sight  of  stone  hew- 
ers working  by  electric  light  is  to  be  wit- 
nessed at  the  large  additions  to  the  head 
office  of  the  Eastern  Townships  Bank. 
Bricklayers  are  in  good  demand. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — The 
metal  and  engineering  trades  have  been 
very  busy  during  the  past  month.  It  is 
expected  that  the  Jenckes  Machine  Com- 
pany will  soon  start  to  extend  its  present 


premises,  as-  the  company  has  applied  to 
the  city  council  to  change  the  existing  by- 
law, under  which  a  bonus  was  given,  so  a3 
to  allow  this  work  to  be  proceeded  with. 
This  company  now  employs  about  400 
hands,  and  to  keep  abreast  of  orders  and 
contracts  the  plant  has  been  constantly  run 
overtime.  During  the  month  this  company 
has  made  large  shipments  of  engines,  tur- 
bines, boilers,  &c,  to  different  parts  of 
Canada,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 
The  Rand  Drill  Company  have  also  had 
some  heavy  orders,  and  a  night  shift  was 
only  taken  off  the  last  of  this  month,  after 
having  run  for  about  eight  weeks. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port business  good. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades 
are  very  busy,  and  the  merchant  tailors 
say  work  is  plentiful. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
rnd  confectioners  are  looking  forward  to  a 
busy  season,  as  there  are  many  social 
events  in  contemplation.  Cigarmakers  re- 
port business  as  being  good. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
in  better  demand  at  present  than  for  some 
years  past. 

DISTRICT-  NOTES. 

The  papermakers  of  Windsor  Mills,  em- 
ployed in  the  Canada  Paper  Company's 
mills,  to  the  number  of  65,  on  Sunday,  No- 
vember 2,  joined  the  paper  union. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent/^ 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARK 

The    labour    market   has    undergone   n 
change  since  last  month.     No  new  employ 
ment    has    been    inaugurated    during    th 
month.     The  industries  that  show  the  mos 
activity  are  Hamel  &  Company's  machine  | 
shops,  where  the  number  of  employees  ha 
been  increased  by  ten  in  November.    Th* 
company  reports  a  good  business  in  Ca 
ada  and  in  the  United  States  in  pegg: 
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and  other  machines.  Work  has  been  abun- 
dant at  the  Canadian  Woollen  Mills,  and 
some  of  the  departments,  other  than  those 
where  night  work  is  habitual,  have  been 
making  extra  time.  A  new  machine  shop 
has  been  started  lately  under  the  name  of 
Hebert  &  Augustin,  and  a  large  number  of 
men  are  already  employed.  Notwith- 
standing the  open  weather,  business  was 
fair  during  the  month.  The  night  em- 
ployees of  the  picking  room  at  the  Cana- 
dian Woollen  Mills  asked  the  superinten- 
dent some  days  ago  to  change  working 
hours  during  the  month  in  rotation  with 
the  day  gang.  The  Protective  Union, 
however,  having  decided  otherwise,  a  depu- 
tation was  sent  to  the  superintendent  to 
ask  for  an  increase  of  wages.  After  inter- 
views an  increase  of  five  per  cent  was 
granted  with  a  promise  that  when  vacan- 
cies occurred  among  the  day  men  they 
would  be  filled  by  the  oldest  night  em- 
ployees. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

This  is  the  quiet  season  of  the  year  for 
farmers.  All  factories  have  been  running 
satisfactorily. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  month  has  not 
been  favourable  for  bricklayers,  masons 
and  carpenters,  but  joiners  have  been  well 
employed.  Painters  have  not  had  a  good 
month  owing  to  the  season  of  the  year. 
Plumbers  have  been  fairly  busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — 
Moulders  and  iron  workers  have  been  very 
busy  and  conditions  promise  well  for  next 
month.  Machinists  and  boilermakers  have 
had  plenty  work,  as  have  also  electrical 
workers.  Blacksmiths  are  well  employed 
considering  the  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriagemakers  report  conditions  as  fav- 
ourable. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Master 
printers  have  done  a  brisk  business,  their 
employees  have  had  plenty  to  do. 


Clothing  trades. — Garment  workers  have 
had  a  good  month  and  have  many  orders 
in  hand.  The  boot  and  shoe  workers  at  the 
Cote  factory  are  working  full  time,  and 
many  of  them  are  working  overtime. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  em- 
ployees of  the  cigar  factory  have  been  kept 
busy.  During  a  certain  time  they  only 
worked  five  days  of  eight  hours  each  dur- 
ing the  week,  but  lately,  owing  to  the 
abundance  of  orders,  they  work  on  Satur- 
day forenoons. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  plenty  of  work. 

Miscellaneous. — Clerks  and  barbers  re- 
port satisfactory  business.  The  Canadian 
laundry  has  much  work  on  hand  and  em- 
ploys about  twenty  hands. 

MONTKEAL,   QUE.,   AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Fitzpatrick,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  activity  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing the  month  was  exceptional  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  A  scarcity  of  carters 
and  labourers  along  the  river  front  caused 
shipping  men  considerable  trouble  in  get- 
ting vessels  unloaded  and  loaded  again  for 
sea. 

The  starting  of  work  on  the  C.P.R.  Co.;s 
new  shops  will  give  employment  to  a  large 
number  of  men  during  the  winter  months. 
The  total  floor  space  of  the  buildings  un- 
der constru2tion  is  about  750,000  square 
feet,  or  over  17  acres.  The  passenger  car 
shops,  when  completed,  will  be  able  to  turn 
out  100  new  cars  per  year,  and  repair  900 
old  ones.  The  freight  car  shops  will  have 
a  capacity  of  25  to  30  new  cars  per  day. 
The  locomotive  erecting  and  machine  shops 
and  the  boiler  shops  will  have  a  capacity 
of  75  new  engines  per  annum,  and  in  ad- 
dition will  be  able  to  repair  400  during  the 
same  period.  The  wheel  foundry  is  de- 
signed to  turn  out  250  wheels  per  day. 
Electric  transmission  of  power  will  be  used 
throughout,  with  individual  machine  and 
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group  motors  in  the  several  shops.  The 
sizes  of  the  buildings  are  as  follows : — 
Freight  car  shop,  540  feet  by  107  feet; 
planing  mill  shop,  500  feet  by  127  feet; 
cabinet  shop,  290  feet  by  62  feet;  hard- 
ware storage  and  upholstering  shop  (two 
storeys),  290  feet  by  62  feet;  passenger  car 
paint  shop,  672  feet  by  100  feet;  passenger 
car  erecting  shop,  672  feet  by  100  feet; 
truck  shop,  432  feet  by  82  feet;  car  ma- 
chine shop,  288  feet  by  310  feet;  black- 
smith shop,  610  feet  by  130  feet ;  gray  iron 
foundry,  380  feet  by  125  feet;  machines 
and  locomotive  erecting  shop,  900  feet  by 
160  feet;  boiler  shop,  300  feet  by  120  feet; 
frog  shop,  250  feet  by  100  feet ;  drying  kiln, 
250  feet  by  100  feet;  power  house,  100  feet 
by  120  feet ;  office,  110  feet  by  60  feet,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  about  750,000  square  feet. 
It  is  estimated  that  by  the  time  the  ma- 
chinery is  installed  a  million  dollars  will 
have  been  expended  in  their  construction. 

Trade  conditions  and  prospects  continue 
satisfactory.  Activity  is  reported  in  foot- 
wear, especially  for  rubber  goods.  Spring 
orders  for  boots  and  shoes  are  said  to  be 
coming  in  well,  and  November  was  a  fairly 
busy  month  in  leather  as  regards  local 
demand,  while  export  business  in  sole  lea- 
ther continues  active.  Wholesale  and  re- 
tail fur  dealers  report  this  the  busiest  sea- 
son they  have  had  for  years.  Dry  goods 
retailers  report  excellent  sales  on  fair  days, 
and  wholesalers  in  this  line  are  very  well 
satisfied  with  the  trade  that  is  doing.  Most 
of  them  are  preparing  for  stocktaking,  and 
profess  to  look  for  results  better  than  the 
average.  In  groceries  there  is  active  de- 
spatch of  goods  by  river  steamer  and  rail, 
and  brisk  demand  is  still  being  experienced 
for  heavy  metals,  paints  and  hardware. 
Stocks  of  pig  iron  are  very  low,  with  a 
good  many  inquiries  from  outside  points, 
and  it  is  feared  that  some  of  the  small 
foundries  will  be  seriously  incommoded 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  supplies. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  trade  fair  and  prospects  good 
for   the   winter   months.     Carpenters    and 


joiners  are  still  very  busy,  and  will  be  fair- 
ly well  employed  for  the  next  three  months. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  report  trade  good, 
and  all  members  employed.  Painters  and 
decorators,  while  being  fairly  well  em- 
ployed, complain  of  their  wages  being  low 
in  comparison  with  the  rate  paid  in  other 
branches  of  the  building  trade.  Plumber.-, 
gas  and  steamfitters  are  having  an  un- 
usually busy  season.  Several  employers 
are  unable  to  secure  sufficient  help  to  exe- 
cute the  work  they  have  agreed  to  perform 
in  a  certain  time.  Builders'  labourers  re- 
port trade  very  brisk  for  this  time  of  the 
year. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  coremakers  re- 
port sufficient  employment  for  all  their 
members.  Boilermakers  are  also  working 
steadily,  and  expect  considerable  overtime 
during  the  month  of  December,  owing  to 
the  large  amount  of  repairing  to  be  done 
and  new  engines  to  be  built.  Machinists 
and  engineers  report  plenty  of  work,  all 
members  employed  and  the  prospects  bright 
for  the  future.  This  is  the  busy  season 
for  horseshoers.  At  present  they  are  work- 
ing night  and  day. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  working 
overtime.  Coopers  report  trade  very  busy 
at  present  and  a  scarcity  of  help.  Upholst- 
erers report  plenty  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  conditions  improving,  and  very 
few  out  of  work  at  present,  with  prospects 
of  all  members  finding  employment  dur- 
ing the  month  of  December.  Bookbinders 
are  fairly  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  and 
garment  workers  report  an  exceptionally 
busy  year,  with  a  steady  demand  for  la- 
bour at  high  wages.  Cap  makers  are  work- 
ing full  time.  The  boot  and  shoe  workers 
have  started  work  on  very  brisk  lines,  and 
expect  to  be  kept  busy  during  the  winter 
months. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners   are    all    employed,  and 
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have  had  a  good  month  repairing  and 
manufacturing  food  for  the  holidays. 
Butchers  and  meat  cutters  report  trade 
good,  and  considerable  improvement  over 
this  time  last  year.  Ice  cutters  and  driv- 
ers report  trade  slack. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
report  trade  good.  Leather  workers  are 
very  busy.  Trunk  and  bag  makers  are  also 
having  plenty  of  work. 

Miscellaneous. — Delivery  employees  and 
furriers  are  busier  than  ever  before  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  and  will  continue  so  for 
the  next  six  weeks. 

Transport. — Conductors,  engineers,  fire- 
men and  other  railroad  employees  report 
trade  extra  busy,  and  prospests  are  that  it 
will  continue  so  for  some  time  yet. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Bodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  Gilmour  & 
Hughson's  saw  mills  were  closed  down  in 
the  course  of  the  past  month,  thus  depriv- 
ing at  least  three  hundred  people  of  their 
usual  employment,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
the  labour  market  has  materially  relaxed 
from  the  previous  month's  activity.  Other 
causes,  such  as  the  closing  down  of  smaller 
country  mills,  and  of  mines  of  secondary 
importance  in  the  country  may  have 
caused  a  certain  dullness  in  the  labour 
realm  in  some  places,  but  such  was  not 
the  case  generally.  Common  labour  gets 
14  cents  and  15  cents  per  hour  for  a  nine 
hour  day,  which  is  sufficient  evidence  of 
the  condition  of  the  market. 

A  new  industry,  that  of  the  manufacture 
of  indurated  fibre  ware,  will  be  started 
within  a  month  in  connection  with  the 
Eddy  establishment  in  Hull.  A  new  and 
economical  process  has  been  invented  and 
patented  by  the  concern  by  which  consider- 
able labour  and  time  will  be  saved  in  turn- 
ing out  the  goods.  Fifty  hands  will  be 
employed.     Particular  activity  is  shown  in 


lumbering,  which  goes  to  explain  the  per- 
sisting good  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket, although  the  shutting  down  of  saw 
mills  threw  out  so  many  hundred  men. 
These  found  ready  engagement  in  the 
shanties  at  wages  the  best  that  were  ever 
paid  in  the  Ottawa  district.  The  construc- 
tion of  Fraser  &  Sons'  large  saw  mills  at 
Deschenes,  about  four  miles  from  Hull,  is 
going  rapidly  forward,  so  that  the  mills 
will  be  ready  for  operation  next  June.  At 
least  three  hundred  people  will  find  work 
there. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Pulp  manufacturing  is  still  the  main 
source  of  employment.  No  new  factories 
are  being  started.  The  Eddy  Company 
turns  out  100  tons  per  24  hours.  Their 
employees  are  paid  all  the  way  from  $1.25 
to  $3.50  per  day. 

Mining  is  quiet.  The  Quebec  govern- 
ment inspector  was  here  during  November 
and  reported  conditions  quiet,  even  in 
mica,  with  little  prospects  for  a  near  bet- 
terment, and  no  new  discoveries. 

Boat  building  and  repairing  in  the  Hull 
docks  will  employ  a  large  number  of  car- 
penters, caulkers,  whipsawyers  and  black- 
smiths. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Following  is  a  schedule  of  wages  paid  in 
the  principal  trades  in  Hull : — 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons, $2.75  to  $3  per  day;  carpenters  and 
jciners,  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  day;  lathers,  $2; 
plasterers,  $2.50  to  $2.75;  painters,  decora- 
tors and  paperhangers,  $1.50  to  $1.75; 
plumbers,  $2;  stonecutters,  $2.75  to  $3; 
and  builders'  labourers,  $1.25. 

Metal  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
.trades. — Linemen,  $1  to  $1.10;  blacksmiths, 
$2;  ship  builders,  $1.75  to  $2.25;  ship- 
wrights and  caulkers,  $2  to  $2.50. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Those  employed  in  this  class  of  work  re- 
ceive from  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  day. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  receive  from  $8 
to  $10  per  week. 
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Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  re- 
ceives 14  and  15  cents  per  hour  for  a  nine 
hour  day. 

During  the  month  a  local  lodge  of  the 
International  Papermakers  has  been  or- 
ganized with  sixty  members.  William 
Smith,  Hull,  being  president. 

The  Hull  Licensed  Victuallers  Associa- 
tion has  also  been  organized,  with  Mr.  A. 
Z.  Trudel,  president,  and  W.  H.  Brunei, 
recretary. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

November  was  an  unusually  quiet  month 
in  Ottawa,  a  fact  due  to  the  remarkable 
mild  and  open  weather.  Trade  as  a  whole 
was  quiet,  that  portion  of  it  depending 
upon  farmers  being  dull.  The  bad  roads 
prevented  the  farmers  from  coming  to 
market,  and  complaints  were  general  as  to 
the  effect  on  business.  The  labour  market 
also  changed  considerably,  especially  in 
connection  with  the  out-door  occupations, 
men  being  thrown  out  of  employment  by 
works  shutting  down  for  the  winter.  To 
the  labouring  men,  however,  prepared  to 
accept  any  kind  of  manual  labour,  there 
were  abundant  openings  for  work,  more 
particularly  in  the  shanties. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  great  bulk  of  the  men  for  the  lum- 
bering trade  has  been  sent  into  the  shan- 
ties, and  it  is  estimated  that  from  7,000  to 
8,000  men  have  been  engaged  in  Ottawa 
and  the  Ottawa  district  for  this  season's 
works.  This  indicates  a  largely  increased 
output  of  lumber  next  year,  and  reveals 
a  general  hopefulness  among  lumbermen 
as  to  the  future.  As  regards  wages  and 
expenses  on  the  limits,  a  record  mark  has 
been  reached,  and  the  outlay  of  money  will 
be  considerable.  While  the  usual  supply 
of  logs  for  lumber  for  the  Canadian  and 
United  States  markets  will  be  taken  out, 
it  is  said  that  there  will  be  a  largely  in- 
creased quantity  of  square  timber  cut  for 


export  to  Great  Britain.     The    pulp    and 
paper  trade  was  busy. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  had  a  quiet  month,  the  general  bulk 
of  the  work  for  the  season  having  been  fin- 
ished. While  a  certain  amount  of  build- 
ing is  in  progress,  it  is  not  sufficient  to 
give  steady  employment.  The  conditions 
prevailing,  however,  are  natural  to  the  sea- 
son, and  do  not  constitute  any  unusual 
situation. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  were  steadily  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades 
were  somewhat  quiet  during  the  earlier 
part  of  the  month,  owing  to  unseasonable 
weather,  but  conditions  brightened  towards 
the  end  of  the  month,  and  prospects  are 
fair  for  a  big  Christmas  and  early  winter 
trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Furriers  were  busy  rush- 
ing out  early  placed  orders,  and  trade  was 
good. 

Transport. — All  railway  men  were  kept 
busy,  the  transportation  traffic,  especially 
freight,  being  very  heavy. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  William  Kelly,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  fully  employed  during 
the   month,    and    the   continued   abundant 
supply  of  labour  and  the  opportunities  of 
employment   are   remarkable   as   compared 
with  other  years.     Municipal  work  is  being 
carried  on  later  than  usual;  also  work  in 
the  building  trades,  many  cellars  being  ex-h 
cavated  now  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  fori 
next    season's    operations.     Transportation! , 
is  exceptionally  brisk,  caused  largely  by  th 
handling  of  coal,  &c.  The  retail  and  whole- 
sale   trade    reports    increased    business    inj 
nearly  all  lines.     There  has  not  been  a 
changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  during  th^ 
month.     The  striking  machinists  are  still 
out  from  the  Canadian  Locomotive  Works 
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No  new  strikes  have  occurred.  Consider- 
able difficulty  has  been  occasioned  by  the 
demand  of  the  longshoremen  for  an  in- 
crease of  five  cents  per  ton  more  for  un- 
loading coal  than  the  price  agreed  upon  at 
the  opening  of  the  present  season.  The 
dealers  have  paid  the  amount  under  pro- 
test. There  has  been  a  general  movement 
here  looking  to  the  abolition  of  the  toll- 
gate  and  market  fees  in  this  city  and  dis- 
trict, with  a  view  to  increasing  the  volume 
of  trade.  There  is  also  a  movement  look- 
ing to  the  stopping  of  the  evening  classes 
in  technical  education  at  the  Collegiate 
Institute  on  account  of  lack  of  interest. 
No  well  defined  reasons  have  as  yet  been 
adduced  for  the  falling  off  in  attendance. 
On  November  7,  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Council  passed  a  resolution  asking  for  the 
abolition  of  the  bonusing  system  to  manu- 
facturing concerns  throughout  the  pro- 
vince, and  of  the  property  qualification  for 
alderman  and  mayor.  About  November 
10,  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Trades 
Council  passed  resolutions  looking  to  the 
appointment  by  the  city  of  a  sanitary 
plumbing  inspector.  The  matter  is  now 
under  consideration.  The  car  works  here, 
which  formerly  employed  many  men,  is 
being  closed  up  and  the  workmen  are  being 
distributed  at  different  points.  The  firm 
of  Davis  &  Co.,  conducting  a  private  dry 
dock,  has  asked  to  be  relieved  from  the 
unfair  list  compiled  by  certain  unions. 
The  necessary  steps  to  this  end  are  being 
taken.  The  government  dry  dock  here  has 
had  an  extremely  busy  season.  The  en- 
gineering building  in  connection  with 
Queen's  University,  costing  $35,000,  was 
completed  during  the  month.  During  the 
month  an  agricultural  association  for  the 
County  of  Frontenac  was  formed  here, 
Anthony  Rakin,  Collins  Bay,  being  elected 
secretary. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agricultural  pursuits  are  stopping  with 
the  approach  of  winter. 

Fishing    is    also    carried   on   less   exten- 
sively. 


Lumbering  prospects  for  the  winter  are 
exceedingly  bright. 

Manufacturing  and  mining  are  brisk. 

Railroad  construction  and  employment 
is  booming  in  this  district.  A  gang  form- 
erly employed  on  the  northern  portion  of 
the  K.  and  P.R.R.  is  now  engaged  in  re- 
constructing the  road-bed,  &c,  in  this  vi- 
cinity. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  of  the 
building  trades  are  as  yet  nearly  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal,  engineering  and  ship- 
building trades  are  doing  a  large  business. 
On  November  30,  over  60  machinists, 
mostly  Germans,  were  imported  by  the 
Canadian  Locomotive  Works  Company  to 
take  the  places  of  the  machinists  who  are 
on  strike. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
are  all  rushed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
are  busy.  In  addition  to  regular  press 
work,  catalogues  and  Christmas  novelties 
are  being  largely  issued. 

Clothing  trades. — The  advent  of  winter 
weather  has  increased  business  in  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  the  clothing  trades. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Persons 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  food,  to- 
bacco, cigars,  &c,  report  a  good  trade. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  report 
a  slight  improvement  in  business. 

Transport. — Those  engaged  in  the  trans- 
port business  report  the  best  fall  trade  in 
years  past.  The  end  of  the  great  coal 
strike,  the  openness  of  the  season,  and  the 
general  prosperity  account  for  this. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  con- 
tinues to  be  in  good  demand. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 
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GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  of  November  has  shown  a 
foiling  off  in  the  demand  for  labour,  espe- 
cially in  the  building  trades  and  for  com- 
mon labour.  Merchants  report  a  good 
month  for  business,  however,  trade  being 
better  than  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year.  Banks  also  report  a  big  month's 
business.  The  various  industries  report  a 
good  month,  with  plenty  of  work  ahead. 
Many  men  find  employment  packing  apples 
for  the  English  and  German  markets. 
There  were  no  changes  in  the  rates  of 
wages  reported,  and  there  have  been  no 
strikes  or  lock-outs  in  this  district  during 
the  month. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  enjoying  an  era  of  prosper- 
ity, having  received  better  prices  this  year 
than  in  some  years  past.  Cheese  is  selling 
at  12|  cents  a  pound,  which  is  the  highest 
price  received  in  several  years.  The  good 
weather  has  enabled  much  fall  ploughing 
to  be  done. 

Fishing  has  been  active  so  far  this  sea- 
son. A  great  many  whitefish  were  caught 
in  this  locality  and  found  a  ready  market 
at  ten  cents  per  pound. 

A  large  number  of  men  from  this  dis- 
trict left  during  the  month  for  the  lum- 
ber camps.  The  wages  this  year  are  high- 
er than  last  year. 

In  North  Hastings,  gold  and  arsenic 
mining  is  in  full  operation,  and  a  large 
number  of  men  are  being  employed. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  about  through'  with  their  season's 
work.  They  report  a  better  season  than 
last  year.  Carpenters,  lathers  and  plaster- 
ers are  still  employed,  but  are  not  as  busy 
as  in  October.  Painters  and  paperhangers 
are  busy,  and  report  the  season  an  excep- 
tionally good  one.  Plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  report  a  good  month.  Gasfit- 
ters  are  very  busy.  Stonecutters  report  a 
good  season.  A  local  firm  has  received  a 
contract  for  supplying  curb  stone  for  the 


Lachine  canal  from  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment. Tney  expect  to  be  busy  for  the  next 
three  years. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  report  a  busy  month.  Core- 
makers  also  report  a  good  moneh.  Metal 
polishers  and  brass  workers  report  a  busy 
month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
report  a  good  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing and  allied  trades  report  a  dull  month. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trade  for 
the  month  has  been  a  very  large  one. 
Tailors  report  a  big  month's  business. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  rep>rt  a  good  month.  Butchers 
report  a  good  month's  business. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  good 
month's  business. 

Transport. — Railroad  employees  report 
an  increase  in  work  for  the  month.  Dock 
labourers  report  a  busy  month  owing  to 
shipments  of  coal  having  recommenced. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  stone  quarries  at  Croohston  will  not 
close  down  this  winter,  as  in  former  years, 
owing  to  the  amount  of  work  on  hand. 

Work  on  the  interior  of  the  new  post 
office  at  Deseronto  is  now  going  on. 

The  Bay  of  Quinte  Railroad  is  to  be  ex- 
tended to  Tweed. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  conditions  as  to  employment  noted 
during  the  last  few  months  continue  to 
prevail,  excepting  as  modified  in  some 
branches  by  the  change  of  season.  The 
demand  for  labour  in  the  staple  branches 
of  industry  is  good,  and  in  many  lines  ac- 
tivity has  been  stimulated  by  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  holiday  season.     In  some  de- 
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partments  the  supply  of  skilled  mechanics 
is  not  up  to  the  requirements  of  employers. 
Everything  points  to  a  busy  and  profitable 
winter  season  and  the  steady  increase  of 
manufacturing  enterprises.  Prominent 
among  the  larger  of  such  undertakings  on 
foot  is  that  of  the  Toronto  Steel  Company, 
which  is  in  negotiation  with  the  city  au- 
thorities to  secure  an  extensive  site  for 
their  works  in  Ashbridges  Marsh.  They 
ask  for  ten  acres,  four  of  which  is  to  be 
filled  in  and  made  solid  land,  a  railway 
switch  to  be  laid  into  the  property  and 
Beating's  channel  to  be  dredged  so  as  to 
make  it  accessible  by  water.  They  propose 
to  erect  buildings  to  the  value  of  $100,000, 
and  to  pay  $60,000  per  year  in  wages.  The 
company  will  pay  a  limited  rental  for  a 
thirty  years'  lease  of  the  land  and  taxes 
on  a  fixed  assessment.  The  scheme  has 
been  favourably  received  and  the  company 
expects  to  have  its  works  in  operation  by 
March  15.  A  large  pork-packing  factory 
is  to  be  erected  at  the  corner  of  Queen  and 
Eiver  streets.  The  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
is  about  to  begin  the  construction  of  new 
freight  sidings  and  sheds  on  the  site  of  the 
old  Parliament  buildings  now  being  torn 
down.  Plans  of  the  work  are  being  pre- 
pared and  tenders  will  be  called  for  shortly. 
The  facilities  are  being  provided  for  hand- 
ling an  enormously  increased  traffic.  The 
harvesters  who  went  to  work  in  Manitoba 
and  the  North-west  have  generally  return- 
ed home,  and,  as  a  rule,  expressed  them- 
selves satisfied  with  the  treatment  received 
and  the  results  of  their  trip. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  is  brisk  in  nearly  all 
lines,  more  especially  in  those  devoted  to 
supplying  seasonable  demands.  The  freight 
olockade,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing cars,  has  been  somewhat  of  a  drawback, 
is  has  also  the  shortage  in  some  lines  of 
^killed  labour.  Some  manufacturers  have 
oeen  unable  to  fill  orders  on  time. 

The  railroads  are  showing  great  activity 
n  endeavouring  to  meet  the  vastly  in- 
creased transportation  requirements  ne- 
essitated  by  the  heavy  grain  crops  and  the 


general  increase  in  the  industrial  output. 
As  an  illustration  of  the  pressure  on  their 
resources  it  may  be  mentioned  that  in  the 
24  hours  from  noon  on  Sunday,  the  23rd, 
until  the  same  hour  on  Monday,  no  fewer 
than  1,640  cars  of  freight  were  moved  by 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  at  the  York 
yards. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  inclement  wea- 
ther of  the  latter  part  of  the  month  has 
seriously  interfered  with  out-of-door  work. 
Otherwise  much  activity  prevails,  as  many 
large  contracts  are  being  proceeded  with. 
There  is  a  good  demand  for  bricklayers 
and  stonemasons,  and  also  for  first-class 
labour.  Carpenters  are  generally  well  em- 
ployed. Painters  find  work  rather  more 
slack  than  last  month.  Plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  are  all  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  month  has  generally  been  an 
active  one  in  connection  with  these  trades. 
There  are  few  men  out  of  work,  and  pros- 
pects for  the  winter  are  generally  regarded 
as  satisfactory.  The  difficulty  between  the 
Metallic  Roofing  Company  and  their  em- 
ployees has  assumed  a  new  phase.  It  is 
claimed  by  the  sheet  metal  workers  that  the 
work  done  by  the  company  on  the  St.  Law- 
rence market  is  defective,  on  account  of 
having  been  done  by  incompetent  men,  and 
pressure  is  being  brought  to  bear  on  the 
civic  authorities  to  take  the  matter  up. 
Jewellers  and  silversmiths  find  trade  good, 
and  expert  workmen  much  in  demand. 
Some  establishments  are  running  at  night 
to  fill  orders. 

Woodwoi'Jcing  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  machinists  are  all  engaged, 
with  a  steady  demand  for  competent  men. 
Varnishers  and  polishers  have  had  a  very 
good  month,  and  consider  conditions  bet- 
ter than  last  year.  Picture-frame  makers 
and  box  makers  have  plenty  of  employ- 
ment. Cabinet  makers  report  a  fair  aver- 
age, and  an  improvement  in  the  situation 
as  compared  with  1901.  They  are  of  opin- 
ion that  the  shorter  work  day  has  had  the 
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effect  of  increasing  the  demand  for  work- 
men. The  piano  workers  have  severed 
their  connection  with  the  Amalgamated 
Woodworkers'  Council  and  become  affili- 
ated with  the  International  Piano  and  Or- 
gan Workers'  Union.  The  recent  fire  in 
Ottawa,  which  destroyed  a  number  of 
pianos,  has  stimulated  the  industry  here 
and  work  is  abundant. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ers state  that  their  trade  is  a  little  dull  at 
present,  but  somewhat  better  than  last  year 
at  this  season.  Women  bookbinders  have 
accepted  the  settlement  of  the  difficulty  be- 
tween them  and  their  employers,  by  which 
they  receive  increases  of  pay  amounting  to 
from  ten  to  fifteen  per  cent. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  report 
trade  fair,  but  hardly  as  good  as  last  sea- 
son, probably  owing  to  the  continued  mild 
weather.  They  anticipate  plenty  of  work 
next  month.  Garment  workers  have  had  a 
good  month.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  are 
experiencing  especially  favourable  condi- 
tions at  present.  Help  is  scarce  in  most 
departments,  cutters  being  particularly  in 
demand.  Stockmen,  fitters  and  vampers 
are  also  sure  of  work,  and  wages  are  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  fully  employed,  and 
will  be  very  busy  until  after  the  holiday. 
Cigarmakers  have  abundant  employment. 

Miscellaneous. — Furriers  are  very  busy, 
and  likely  to  be  so  for  some  time.  A  case 
of  interest  to  barbers  was  disposed  of  on 
the  12th,  when  Hudson  Joy,  of  the  Rossin 
House  barber  shop,  was  found  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  the  Ontario  Shops  Regulation 
Act  by  allowing  his  assistants  to  shave  on 
Sunday.  He  was  convicted  and  remanded 
for  sentence  as  a  warning.  Bartenders  are 
nearly  all  actively  employed,  and  are  ex- 
tending their  union,  which  has  now  nearly 
200  members.  The  recently  formed  retail 
clerks'  union  is  receiving  numerous  acces- 
sions. 

Transportation. — All  classes  of  employ- 
ees connected  with  land  transportation  are 
exceedingly    busy.        The    longshoremen's 


union  has  had  a  considerable  accession  to 
their  membership,  by  the  amalgamation 
with  their  organization  of  the  Ship  La- 
bourers' Union. 

The  gardeners  and  florists,  brick  workers 
and  tile  setters  have  organized  unions  in 
connection  with  the  Toronto  District  La- 
bour Council.  On  the  21st  the  Women's 
International  Union  Label  League  was  or- 
ganized with  Mrs.  May  Darwin  as  presi- 
dent, having  25  charter  members.  Its  ob- 
ject is  to  secure  the  co-operations  of  wo- 
men in  the  movement  for  the  recognition 
of  the  union  label. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  new  piano  fac- 
tory now  under  construction  by  Heintzman 
&  Co.,  as  an  addition  to  their  present  es- 
tablishment will  be  four  stories  high,  50 
by  80  feet  in  size,  and  will  be  practically 
an  extension  of  each  flat  in  the  old  build- 
ing. The  estimated  cost  is  $20,000.  When 
the  work  is  complete  the  firm  will  be  able 
to  turn  out  2,000  pianos  per  year,  and  will 
increase  their  staff  from  250  to  300  or  350 
men. 

The  new  union  stock  yards,  the  comple- 
tion of  which  is  being  rapidly  proceeded 
with,  provide  a  total  floor  space  of  ten 
acres  under  roofing.  The  upper  floors  are 
devoted  to  sheep  and  the  lower  to  cattle. 
Accommodation  will  thus  be  provided  for 
six  thousand  sheep.  Tie-up  accommoda- 
tion for  150  cars  of  cattle  will  be  afforded, 
and  a  horse  exchange  with  stabling  capa- 
city for  1,200  is  provided  for  in  the  plans. 
Large  buildings  suitable  to  the  hog  trade 
are  also  being  constructed. 

North  Toronto. — Business  at  the  Davis- 
ville  Pottery  is  extremely  active,  and  con- 
siderable improvements  are  being  made  in 
the  plant. 

MarJcham. — Extensive      additions      have  ! 
been  made  to  the  MarJcham  Woollen  Mills, 
nearly  doubling  their  capacity. 

HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT,  j 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 
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The   employment    of    labour    generally 
during  the  month  has    been    exceedingly 
good  until  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 
With  the  exception  of  outside  construction 
work,  the  month  will  compare  favourably 
with  October.     The  establishment  of  sev- 
eral new  industries,  which  will  mean  the 
employment   of   several    thousand    skilled 
and  unskilled  workmen,  is  the  most  encour- 
aging feature   of  the  present    time.     The 
Dominion    Cotton   Belting   Company   will 
employ  over  one  hundred  people.     The  new 
building  will  be  50  by  150  feet  and  two 
stories     high.      The     Deering     implement 
works     are     constantly     increasing     their 
number  of  buildings.     The  malleable   iron 
foundry  will  be  85  feet  wide  by  940    feet 
long,  and  3,000  hands  will    be    employed. 
Twenty  tons  of  English  glass  is  being  used 
in  the  construction  of  the  building.     The 
Massey-Harris   extensive   works,   the   Jolly 
&  Sons'  harness  shops,  the  Hamilton  cotton 
mills  and  the  bridge  works  are  about  com- 
pleted.    During  the  month  the  city  coun- 
cil decided  to  charge    manufacturers    for 
water  used,  in  addition  to  meter  rent.     A 
new  knitting  mill  has  been  started  in  the 
city,   called   the  Ellis   Knitting   Company, 
The  building  formerly  used  by  the  Howell 
Lithographing    Company    has    been    pur- 
chased, the  later  company  moving  into  its 
new    building.     During    the    month    the 
Henry  Kuntz  Brewing  Company,  Limited, 
of  Hamilton,  was  incorporated,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $100,000.     The  shareholders  of  the 
Sun  Oil  Company  are  considering  the  in- 
crease from  $50,000  capital  stock  to  $100,- 
000.     The  stock  of  the  liquidated  Harvey 
Norman  Spice  Company  is  advertized  for 
sale.     The  assets  are  estimated  at  $3,000. 
Two  vessel  owners  who  brought  hard  coal 
to  the  city  for  the  E.  O.  &  A.  B.  Mackay 
Coal  Co.,  have  brought  suit  for  loss  of  de- 
murrage of  347  tons,  which  were  left  behind 
at  Cleveland,  owing  to  shallow  water  at  de- 
fendants' docks.     The  plaintiffs  seek  to  re- 
cover $1.25  per  ton  and  also  $75  per  day 
for  each  boat  demurrage.     Both  wholesale 
i  and  retail  business  in  nearly  every  branch 
ihas  been  very  brisk  during  the  month.   At 
|a  recent  meeting  of  the  Hamilton  Trades 
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and  Labour  Council  there  were  resolutions 
declared  in  favour  of  the  reduction  of  the 
property  qualification  for  aldermen;,  in  op- 
position to  the  bonusing  of  industries,  and 
in  favour  of  the  repeal  of  the  Conmee  Bill. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture  is  dull  at  this  season  of  the 
year. 

The  only  kind  of  fish  caught  to  any  ex- 
tent in  this  vicinity  is  herring,  of  which 
this  has  been  a  very  fair  season.  One  fish- 
erman of  Port  Dalhousie  secured  over  two 
tons  on  one  trip.  The  latter  part  of  the 
month  complaints  were  general  of  the 
scarcity  of  herring  on  this  side  of  the  lake. 

Manufacturing  is  being  extensively  car- 
ried on  in  all  lines.  Bricks  are  still  quot- 
ed at  $8  per  thousand,  and  many  thousand 
are  being  sent  to  the  city  from  outside 
quarters. 

Large  gangs  of  labourers,  trackmen  and 
bridge  builders  are  at  work  double  track- 
ing the  G.T.R.  between  here  and  Niagara 
Falls.  The  work  is  finished  between  Ham- 
ilton and  Jordan.  A  large  new  steel 
bridge  is  being  put  in  at  Jordan,  said  to 
b<^  the  largest  in  Canada.  The  Hamilton 
Radial  Electric  Railway-  has  begun  to 
grade  the  extension  of  the  road  from  Bur- 
lington to  Oakville,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
start  track-laying  in  the  spring.  A  large 
bridge  will  be  built  at  Bronte. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Work  in  the  building 
trades  has  been  exceptionally  busy  this 
month.  So  great  was  the  demand  for 
bricklayers  that  a  number  were  brought 
from  other  places.  On  the  25th  of  the 
month  a  new  scale  of  wages  went  into 
force.  The  general  raise  is  from  35  cents 
an  hour  to  40  cents  an  hour,  except  in  the 
case  of  sewer  bottomers  and  chimneymen, 
who  get  45  cents,  this  work  being  classed 
as  extra  hazardous.  Carpenters  are  also  in 
great  demand,  as  are  painters,  plumbers 
and  sheet  metal  workers. 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron     moulders,     same     as      last 
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month,  very  busy.  Iron  workers  in  the 
steel  plant  rolling  mill  and  smelting  works 
are  all  well  employed.  Iron  construction 
work,  such  as  building  frames,  bridges,  &c, 
gives  the  structural  iron  workers  plenty  to 
do.  Horseshoers  are  fairly  busy.  During 
the  month  the  shoers  adopted  a  new  scale; 
all  but  two  shops  met  the  demand,  and 
from  these  two  shops  the  union  men  with- 
drew. The  increase  in  wages  asked  and 
gained  was  from  $9  to  $11  per  week  for 
shoers,  and  from  $10  to  $12  a  week  for 
smiths. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  trades,  furniture  fix- 
tures, &c,  have  been  fairly  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  have  enjoyed  a  very  good  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
and  garment  workers  are  now  in  their  busy 
season,  and  all  operatives  are  well  em- 
ployed. Hatters'  work  has  been  very  fair 
during  the  forepart  of  the  month,  but  ow- 
ing to  another  misunderstanding  the 
union  hatters  employed  by  the  Royal  Hat 
Company  quit  work  on  November  8,  and 
have  not  as  yet  returned. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  butchers,  wholesale  and  retail,  are  very 
busy.  Cigarmakers  report  an  excellent 
month  for  the  trade. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  have 
had  a  fairly  busy  month.  The  strike  of 
six  men  in  one  shop  is  still  on. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  all  well  em- 
ployed.    Broom  makers  are  very  busy. 

Transport. — Railroad  employees,  steam 
and  electric,  are  all  well  employed.  Long- 
shoremen are  doing  much  better  this 
month  than  last,  as  considerable  hard  coal 
is  arriving  by  boat. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  has 
had  a  very  successful  season  and  just  closed 
a  good  month.  Forty  miles  of  cement 
sidewalk  have  been  laid  this  year  by  the 
city  under  the  day  labour  system,  unskilled 
labour  receiving  eighteen  cents  per  hour. 
During  the  month  the  pay  of  the  city  fire- 


men was  raised  on  an  average  of  $5  per 
month. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Dundas. — Work  in  town  is  generally 
brisk,  and  several  new  industries  are  un- 
der way.  The  Bertram  machine  shops  are 
very  busy  turning  out  new  machinery  for 
Hamilton's  new  industries.  The  Mill 
Properties  Company,  of  Dundas,  has  been 
incorporated,  with  a  share  capital  of  $25,- 
000;  also  the  Canadian  Cash  Register 
Company,  with  a  share  capital  of  $50,000. 
The  old  screw  factory  is  about  to  be  turn- 
ed into  a  felt  works,  and  many  hands  will 
be  employed.  The  Seating  Company,  gar- 
ment workers,  and  moulders  are  fairly 
busy. 

Beamsville. — The  Beamsville  Pressed 
Brick  Company  cannot  get  enough  cars  to 
haul  away  the  products  of  its  establish- 
ment. The  factory  is  working  full  force, 
night  and  day,  trying  to  fill  the  demands 
for  bricks.  It  has  orders  from  all  parts  of 
the  province,  and  has  now  several  carloads 
ready  for  shipment. 

Grimsby. — A  number  of  men  were  laid 
off  at  the  evaporator  during  the  month. ! 
There  is  enough  work  on  hand,  however, 
to  keep  the  present  staff  going  until 
January  15.  About  900  bushels  of  ap- 
ples are  being  evaporated  daily,  and  there 
are  about  30,000  bushels  in  the  bins.  The 
plant  now  employs  seventy  hands,  and  the 
pay  roll  amounts  to  about '$400  each  week. 

Port   Dalhousie. — According   to    reports 
received   at  the  Fishery  Department,   the 
herring  catch  this  year  has  never  been  sur- 
passed. During  the  early  part  of  the  montb 
n round  Port  Dalhousie  herrings,  it  is  said 
were    particularly     abundant.       The    fisr 
taken  out  average  about  two  tons  to  a  thou 
sand  yards  of  net,  and  the  price,  two  cent- 
per  pound  as  they  come  from  the  net,  i 
satisfactory.    The  rubber  workers  here  sen 
a  delegate  to  Washington,  D.C.,  to  a  con 
vention  of  rubber  workers  to  form  an  In 
ternational   Union   in   affiliation  with   th 
American  Federation  of  Labour. 
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St.  Catharines. — This  city  has  been  very 
busy  during  the  month.  The  carpenters' 
strike  on  the  Hedley  Shaw  Milling  Com- 
pany's new  buildings  has  been  amicably  ad- 
justed. The  Thorold  carpenters  joined  the 
St.  Catharines  local  union.  Another  union 
was  formed  among  the  saw  operatives, 
called  the  saw  workers,  also  a  union  of 
agricultural  implement  workers  and  metal 
polishers.  There  are  now  twenty-three 
unions  in  this  place.  The  six  canning  fac- 
tories doing  business  in  St.  Catharines 
have  agreed  to  pay  the  growers  of  toma- 
toes an  advance  of  five  cents  per  bushel 
for  next  year's  crop.  In  the  past  the 
growers  have  been  getting  twenty  cents  per 
bushel,  but  next  year  they  will  receive  25 
cents. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  0.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  past  month  has  been  the  busiest 
November  that  workingmen  in  Brantford 
have  known  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
the  manufacturing  trades  a  number  of 
employees  of  the  following  factories  have 
been  working  overtime: — The  three  agri- 
cultural factories,  engine  works,  carriage 
works,  malleable  iron  works,  wagon  works, 
Schultz  Bros.,  and  William  Paterson  & 
Son.  In  the  building  trades  equal  activity 
has  prevailed.  Aside  from  the  great  num- 
ber of  private  residences  in  the  course  of 
erection,  the  past  month  saw  the  starting 
of  the  new  public  library,  a  large  fruit 
wholesale  house,  the  car  house  for  the 
Grand  Valley  Electric  Railway  Company, 
and  a  large  addition  to  the  former  plant, 
and  the  new  factory  for  the  Cockshutt 
Plough  Company,  the  contract  price  for 
which  alone  is  $110,000.  Large  shipments 
of  manufactured  products  and  of  apples 
are  evidences  of  commercial  activity. 
Merchants  also  report  a  brisk  month,  al- 
though in  some  cases  colder  weather  would 
have  increased  the  volume  of  trade.  Amic- 
able relations  between  employers  and  em- 
ployees continue. 

3* 


CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  been  busy  during  the 
month,  even  the  high  prices  offered  for 
cord  wood  drew  very  few  from  their  farm 
work.  Large  shipments  of  apples,  the  root 
crops  and  fall  ploughing  have  kept  them 
very  busy. 

The  Grand  Valley  Electric  Railway 
Company  has  finished  laying  the  rails  be- 
tween Brantford  and  Paris.  The  Toronto, 
Hamilton  and  Buffalo  Railway  Company 
has  completed  the  extensive  improvements 
on  this  section  of  the  road.  The  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company  is  waiting  on 
bridge  material.  It  is  not  definitely  known 
when  the  '  cut  off '  will  be  completed. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
and  plasterers  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment, and  report  plenty  of  work  ahead. 
Outside  and  inside  carpenters  have  been 
fully  engaged,  inside  men  are  working 
overtime.  Painters  and  decorators  report 
plenty  of  work.  Plumbers,  gas  and  steam- 
fitters  have  worked  full  time. 

Metal  and  Engineering  trades. — Iron 
and  brass  moulders  and  coremakers  report 
a  busy  month  in  all  the  shops.  Many  ma- 
chinists and  engineers  have  been  working 
overtime.  Electrical  workers  are  rushed 
with  work.  Metal  polishers  and  platers 
report  steady  employment.  Blacksmiths 
and  boilermakers,  tinsmiths  and  sheet 
metal  workers  have  been  very  busy  during 
the  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  been 
working  overtime.  Pattern  makers  and 
millwrights  have  had  plenty  of  work,  and 
coopers  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Textile  workers. — Woollen  mills  opera- 
tives have  had  a  steady  month.  Overtime 
has  been  worked  in  the  shipping  depart- 
ments. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  have  had  steady  employment. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
report  a  fair  month. 
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Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  brisk  trade. 
Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  have  had 
a  fair  month. 

Leather  trades. — Saddlers  report  a  brisk 
trade  at  present. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and  de- 
livery employees  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. Furriers,  hotel  and  restaurant  em- 
ployees and  laundry  workers  have  all  been 
actively  engaged. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees 
have  had  steady  employment.  Carters, 
draymen  and  teamsters  continue  to  be  busy. 
Cab  drivers  and  hackmen  have  had  a  very 
successful  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  ample 
employment  for  all  who  desired  work. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

St.  George. — Large  shipments  of  turnips, 
apples,  sugar  beets  and  flour  have  been 
made  during  the  month.  Considerable 
delay  has  been  experienced  on  account  of 
the  inadequate  supply  of  cars. 

Paris. — The  scarcity  of  houses  for  me- 
chanics coming  to  work  in  the  new  fac- 
tories is  still  a  serious  question.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  new  plough  factory  will  be 
running  in  about  a  month.  There  are  no 
men  idle  in  the  town  who  desire  employ- 
ment. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  A1STD  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  month  the  labour  market  has 
continued  in  the  healthy  condition  report- 
ed for  October.  All  classes  of  work  people 
are  steadily  employed  and  wages  are  good. 
There  is  a  continued  scarcity  of  unskilled 
labour  required  on  the  work  of  the  new 
sewerage  system  and  in  other  ways,  which 
has  raised  the  rate  to  $1.75  for  nine  hours. 
This  is  being  paid  for  out-door  labourers, 
and  is  the  highest  uniform  rate  ever  paid 
here  for  the  same  class  of  work.  Business 
of  all  kinds  is  good,  except  in  the  clothing 


trades  which  have  been  affected  by  the  mild 
weather.  Sir  W.  C. MacDonald,  of  Montreal, 
who  donated  $125,000  for  new  buildings  at 
the  Ontario  Agricultural  College,  has  in- 
creased the  grant  by  $25,000  owing  to  the 
increased  cost  of  labour  and  materials. 
Work  has  now  commenced  and  the  build- 
ings are  expected  to  be  completed  by  next 
August.  The  erection  of  the  Carnegie 
library,  and  also  the  new  tube  works,  has 
been  started.  There  is  a  general  feeling 
of  hopefulness  among  work  people,  and 
little  unrest  of  the  labour  market  at  pres- 
ent. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  now  nearly  completed 
their  threshing,  and  an  abundant  yield  is 
assured.  Many  farmers  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood commenced  this  year  to  grow 
sugar  beets,  but  there  is  a  general  dissatis- 
faction owing  to  the  amount  of  work  re- 
quired and  also  because  this  was  a  poor  j 
year  for  the  crop. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  had  a  most  successful  season.  An 
estimate  of  building  operations  for  the 
year  shows  $270,000  worth  of  new  build- 
ings and  alterations.  Bricklayers  are  still 
busy,  but  there  is  a  falling  off  of  employ-  j 
ment  for  masons.  Carpenters  and  painters 
are  well  employed  finishing  up  the  season's 
work.  During  the  month  some  trouble 
existed  in  a  small  painter's  shop  owing  to 
the  employment  of  a  non-union  man. 
Builders'  labourers  are  scarce,  and  are  re- 
ceiving $1.75  per  day. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  and  machinists  are  busy,  with 
the  exception  of  those  employed  in  the 
cream  separator  shops,  a  slight  slackness 
owing  to  the  season  being  noticed  there. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.  — 
Woodworkers  report  a  demand  for  men. 
Upholsterers  are  very  busy,  and  report 
trade  good.  A  new  factory  to  make  frames 
for  this  trade  will  shortly  be  started.  Car- 
riage workers  have  now  started  in  spring 
work  with  the  prospects  of  a  good  season 


December,  1902                               THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  421 

Organ  and  piano  workers  are  busier  than  still  very  scarce,  hardwood  is  fetching  $8.50 

last  month,  especially  in  the  organ  factory,  per  cord,  soft  wood  being  $6  per  cord.      A 

Printing  and  allied  trades.-The  print-  larSe  quantity  of  apples  has  been  shipped 

ing  trades  report  a  good  month's  business  to  England  from  the  surrounding  country. 

.,,          •  -n  Packers  paying  $1  per  barrel  for  the  best 

with  no  idle  men.  .    .     ^  J     a         * 

varieties. 

Clothing    trades. — The   mildness   of   the  _ 

weather  has  to  some  extent  affected  tailors,  The    Grand   Trunh   RmlwaV   shoPs   are 

and  business  is  quieter  than  usual  at  this  "ow  running  nine  hours  per  day  each  day 

oi  the  week,  from  7  a.m.  till  5  p.m.,  which 

season.  .                                                               , 

is  one  hour  less  than  the  summer  schedule. 

Food   and    tobacco   preparation.-Cigzv-  A  jimior  and  genior  clagg   ^  mechanical 

makers  report  trade  good.  drawing  is  being  conducted  during  the 
Miscellaneous. — The  approach  of  the  winter  in  connection  with  the  works,  for 
winter  fair  and  the  Christmas  season  the  benefit  of  the  apprentices,  no  charge 
makes  an  improvement  for  barbers,  hotel  being  made  for  tuition, 
employees,  delivery  employees,  &c.  AH  other  factories  are  running  full 
Unskilled  labour. — There  is  an  active  time,  sixty  hours  per  week,  while  the  cloth- 
demand  for  unskilled  labour  on  the  sewer-  ing  factories  and  the  McLagan  Furniture 
age  system,  and  $1.75  per  day  is  being  paid.  Company   are   running  overtime.       Every 

employer   interviewed   says   that   prospects 

STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT.  are  good  for  plenty  of  work  all  winter> 

Mr.    M.    H.    Westbrook,    Correspondent,  condition  of  particular  trades. 

reports  as  follows:—  . 

Building   trades. — Bricklayers,     masons, 

general  condition  of  the  labour  market.  and  carpenters  are  all  exceptionally  busy. 

During  the  past  month  labour  has  been  Carpenters    earn    about    $1.75    per    day; 

well  employed  in  all  lines.     A  scarcity  of  bricklayers   25   cents  per  hour.     Plumbers 

bricklayers  and  masons  was  reported  owing  and  gasfitters  are  very  busy.     Painters  and 

to  the  efforts  made  to  complete  two  new  paperhangers   report  trade   as  being   fair, 

factories  before  winter  sets  in.     The  new  Builders'  labourers  report  business  good. 

Globe  Wernicke  Furniture  and   Specialty  MeM     and     engineering     trades.-Iron 

\  Company  having  completed  its  factory,  is  moulders  and  machinists  are  well  employ- 

\  installing    the    machinery    and    engaging  ed      Biacksmiths  are  busy> 
hands.       The  Kemp  Company's  factory  is 

also  about  completed;  besides  having  a  Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.- 
large  number  of  local  orders  on  hand,  the  A11  hands  engaged  in  this  business  are  well 
!  company  has  also  received  orders  for  a  employed.  Woodworkers  and  machine 
large  shipment  to  be  made  to  Great  Bri-  hands  are  worklnS  overtime.  Pattern  . 
tain  in  March  next.  A  by-law  will  shortly  makers  are  a11  employed.  Carriage  and 
be  submitted  to  the  ratepayers  granting  wagon  makers  are  very  busy, 
certain  privileges  to  a  company  which  pro-  Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
poses to  erect  a  biscuit  factory  to  cost  at  port  having  a  good  month,  with  none  out 
least  $45,000  and  to  employ  one  hundred  of  work. 

hands.  Most  of  this  stock  is  being  sub-  Clothing  trades. -Journeymen  tailors 
scribed  locally,  and,  should  the  by-law  are  very  busy.  Garment  workers  are  run- 
carry,  building  operations  will  commence  ning  overtime)  and  report  having  booked 

plenty  of  orders. 

condition  of  local  industries.  Food  and  tohacco   preparation.-Beikers 

Farmers  are  very  busy  drawing  in  wood  and     confectioners     all     report     business 

as  high  prices  still  prevail.       Coal  being  flourishing.       Butchers  have  done  a  good 

J 
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month's   business.        Cigarmakers   are   all 
employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  trade  as 
being  good.  Clerks  and  delivery  employ- 
ees are  all  very  busy. 

Transport. — All  engaged  in  railroad 
transportation  work  are  well  employed  and 
report  having  had  a  good  month's  work. 
Cab  drivers  and  draymen  and  teamsters 
have  all  had  a  good  month's  business. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  has 
been  well  employed,  with  a  slight  demand 
for  more  of  this  class  of  help. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Woodstock. — All  industries  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  and  manufacturers 
agree  that  the  past  season  has  been  one  of 
unprecedented  prosperity.  All  factories 
have  been  able  to  keep  their  full  comple- 
ment of  employees,  and  many,  though 
working  overtime,  have  been  unable  to 
meet  the  demands  for  some  lines  of  goods. 
The  Canada  Furniture  Company  finds 
sales  for  its  goods  in  Great  Britain,  Aus- 
tralia and  Africa  and  expects  to  enlarge 
its  plant  next  year.  At  present  it  employs 
over  400  employees,  and  paid  in  wages  dur- 
ing the  past  year  about  $180,000.  The 
Stewart  Stove  Works  could  not  handle 
more  orders  than  have  been  received.  A 
scarcity  of  moulders  was  reported  during 
the  season,  sixty  hands  are  being  employed. 
The  Bain  Wagon  Company  has  been  run- 
ning 12£  hours  per  day  for  the  past  nine 
months,  and  will  shortly  enlarge  its  fac- 
tory. Over  two  hundred  men  are  employ- 
ed, and  about  $90,000  are  paid  in  wages 
yearly.  The  Thomas  Organ  Company  has 
enlarged  its  plant  and  will  increase  its 
output  35  per  cent.  It  is  working  over- 
time, and  will  continue  to  do  so  all  win- 
ter. The  Hay  &  Co.'s  Furniture  Works, 
which  ships  a  large  amount  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, has  also  recently  had  to  enlarge  its 
factory.  The  Kara  Organ  and  Piano 
Company  is  very  busy,  being  two  months 
behind  with  orders,  with  further  large  or- 
ders continually  coming  in.  Two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  hands  are  employed,  the 


largest  number  in  the  history  of  this  com- 
pany. The  Woodstock  Roller  Mills  are 
very  busy,  and  exported  the  past  year  about 
$90,000  worth  of  flour.  Whitelaw's  Ma- 
chine shop  is  very  busy.  About  fifty 
hands  are  employed,  and  about  $1,400  each 
month  is  paid  in  wages.  The  Tanning 
Company  is  running  its  plant  night  and 
day,  with  sixty  men  employed.  The  Cereal 
Company  is  sending  its  products  to  South 
Africa,  Australia,  Denmark  and  West  In- 
dies, with  plenty  of  orders  on  hand.  The 
Woodstock  Wagon  Company  has  enlarged 
its  plant  and  is  busy. 

The  Iron  Moulders'  Union  recently  held 
a  banquet,  at  which  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  acted  as  chairman,  and 
which  was  attended  by  a  large  number  of 
employers  of  the  city. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Alexander  Woonton,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

November  is  usually  the   beginning    of 
the  idle  season  for  those  engaged  in  out- 
side work,  but  this  year  has  proved  an  ex- 
ception  to   the   rule,    and   but  for   a  ;few 
stormy  days  it  would    have    equalled    any 
month  throughout    the    summer.     In    the 
indoor     trades    business    continues    excep- 
tionally brisk,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  im- 
possible to  turn  out  the  work  in  the  time 
wanted.     In  some  of  the  trades  there  is  a 
demand  for   men.     A   new   organ   factory 
is  to  be  started  in  the  city,  a  building  hav- 
ing been  purchased.     Operations    are    ex- 
pected  to   commence    about    February   1 
and  quite  a  number  of  hands  will  be  em- 
ployed.    The  coal  situation  is  still  creat- 
ing   considerable    anxiety.       A    sufficient 
quantity  is  not  arriving.     In  consequence 
a  large  amount  of  coal  oil  is  being  con 
sumed,  and  the  price  has  been  raised  fron 
15  to  18  cents  a  gallon.     A  committee  i 
marking  shade  trees  where    they  are    toe 
numerous,  and  any  one  can  have  the  woo(; 
by  cutting  them  down.     Up  to  the  end  o: 
November  there  have  been    no    strikes  u 
this  city  this  year. 
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CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

On  the  farms  the  work  of  the  summer 
and  the  fall  ploughing  is  about  completed. 

Railroad  employment  is  very  brisk,  train 
crews  making  an  average  of  40  days  a 
month,  and  numerous  freight  specials 
being  run.  The  G.T.K.  Co.  is  adding  to 
its  siding  capacity. 

The  Southern  Traction  Company  is 
building  its  electric  line  from  London  to 
Lambeth.  Bails  are  being  laid,  and  a  large 
number  of  men  and  teams  are  at  work  on 
it.  This  section  is  about  seven  miles  long, 
and  will  be  continued  further  west  next 
spring. 

The  London,  Aylmer  and  North  Shore 
Electric  Railway  Company  is  surveying  its 
line  between  London  and  Port  Burwell,  on 
Lake  Erie.  This  line  will  be  about  33 
miles  long  and  will  be  commenced  in  the 
spring. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  all  busy,  contracts  having  been  signed 
for  the  building  of  the  new  armoury,  and 
the  old  buildings  are  being  cleared  off  the 
land,  so  the  contractors  can  start  work.  A 
contract  for  a  power  house  for  the  new 
McClary  factories  has  been  let  and  will  be 
built  at  once.  Bricklayers  have  lost  no 
time,  except  a  couple  of  days  through  bad 
weather.  Carpenters  are  all  engaged,  al- 
though it  is  a  little  quieter  with  them. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  are  very  busy. 
Painters  and  decorators  are  slackening  off; 
they  raised  $91.12  for  a  disabled  member 
during  the  month,  through  a  union  church 
parade.  Gas  and  steamfitters  are  busy; 
they  have  formed  a  union.  Builders'  la- 
bourers are  all  working. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  exceptionally  busy.  The  Mc- 
Clary Company  intends  to  put  on  about  20 
more  floor  hands  when  it  gets  into  its  new 
factory.  Machinists  are  very  busy.  Elec- 
trical workers  are  wiring  all  the  car  shops, 
and  with  the  new  electric  roads  to  wire, 
they  are  expecting  plenty  of  work.  Metal 
polishers,  buffers,  platers  and  brass  work- 


ers are  in  demand.  Stove  mounters  are 
very  busy.  Boilermakers  are  working  over- 
time. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.- — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  busy.  One 
of  the  firms  is  building  a  large  addition 
to  its  premises.  Car  builders  continue  to 
be  busy,  and  expect  to  work  overtime  as 
soon  as  the  electric  light  is  installed  in  the 
G.T.R.  car  shops.  Coopers  are  working 
overtime. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  are  exceptionally  busy,  and 
every  office  in  this  city  is  working  consid- 
erable overtime.  There  are  no  idle  men  in 
town. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
continue  to  be  busy.  Garment  workers  re- 
port trade  good,  although  this  is  generally 
their  slack  time.  Boot  and  shoe  workers 
find  trade  fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  ci- 
garmaking  trade  continues  good.  This 
business  is  growing  to  unusual  proportions. 
There  are  now  205  members  enrolled  in 
the  union  and  over  1,000  people  engaged  in 
the  business.  As  a  cigar  centre  this  city 
is  second  in  the  Dominion,  and  London's 
share  of  the  revenue  of  Ontario  for  the 
last  year  raised  through  cigars  was  45  per 
cent  of  the  whole,  or  nearly  $200,000  out 
of  $425,000. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  report  trade  increasing.  A  firm 
here  is  erecting  a  five-story  building  for 
its  increased  wholesale  trade,  and  will  also 
continue  on  in  its  old  building. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  makers  report 
trade  good. 

Transport. — Bailroad  teamsters  are  work- 
ing till  6.30  and  7  p.m.  Municipal  work 
is  about  all  completed. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  has 
continued    normal    during    most    of    the 
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month  as  a  result  of  favourable  weather. 
Increased  activity  prevails  in  the  traffic  de- 
partments of  the  railways,  but  the  extra 
construction  work  of  double  tracking  and 
ballasting  has  been  suspended,  laying  off 
about  200  men.  Factory  hands  are  in  de- 
mand at  the  new  broom,  brush  and  wood- 
ware  factory  .  The  Western  Dairy  and  Pro- 
vision Company,  of  St.  Thomas,  has  been 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  $50,000. 
The  objects  of  the  company  are  to  manu- 
facture cheese  and  butter,  and  place  farm 
produce  in  the  home  and  foreign  market. 
The  company  has  secured  control  of  several 
factories  in  the  district,  and  will  also 
manufacture  in  St.  Thomas,  and  will  make 
a  specialty  of  Johnson's  square  cheese. 
The  printers  have  secured  an  advance  in 
wages  during  the  month.  A  uniform  rate 
for  typesetters  has  been  arranged  at  18 
cents  per  em,  the  old  rate  varying  from  13 
to  20  cents  per  em,  and  the  week  workers 
have  been  raised  from  $7.50  to  $9  per  week. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  continues  very  prosper- 
ous in  most  lines.  The  Brown  Brush  and 
Woodware  factory  has  about  completed  the 
work  of  installing  the  machinery  for  the 
woodware  department,  also  a  Webster  sys- 
tem of  steam  heating,  dust  collectors  and 
a  sprinkling  system  of  fire  protection  with 
a  100,000  gallon  elevated  tank,  according 
to  specifications  required  by  the  Associated 
Mutual  Factories  Insurance  Companies. 
A  new  saw  mill  is  also  being  built,  also  a 
store  room  for  broom  corn,  the  basement 
of  which  forms  the  fire  protection  reser- 
voir. The  company  reports  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  hands  of  the  kind  wanted. 
Girls  are  in  demand,  but  are  difficult  to  ob- 
tain in  sufficient  numbers  for  the  brush 
department.  Competent  broom  and  brush 
makers  are  in  keen  demand.  As  a  large 
number  of  the  hands  are  beginners  and  are 
working  on  the  piece  work  system,  it  is 
difficult  to  form  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
wage  standard  in  connection  with  this  in- 
dustry. The  present  standard  among  the 
new  hands  is  very  low.  Experienced  oper- 
ators who  have  attained  a  high  standard 


of  speed  earn  as  follows: — Broommakers, 
$10  to  $14  per  week;  broom  sewers,  about 
$9  per  week;  brush  drawers,  girls,  from  $5 
to  $6  per  week;  finishers,  $9  to  $12  per 
week;  woodware  hands,  men,  from  $7.50  to 
$15  per  week. 

The  Michigan  Central  Railway  locomo- 
tive and  car  shops  close  down  on  Saturday 
afternoons  since  the  first  of  the  month,  as 
is  usual  during  the  winter. 

The  city  council  has  foreclosed  its  mort- 
gage on  the  Street  Railway  and  assumed 
control,  and  is  operating  the  road  since  the 
25th  of  the  present  month.  The  rates  of 
fares  under  municipal  control  are  as  fol- 
lows : — Children's  tickets,  3  cents  each,  or 
8  for  25  cents;  students  attending  school, 
10  for  25  cents  during  limited  hours; 
working  people's  tickets,  10  for  25  cents 
during  limited  hours;  books  of  50  tickets, 
good  for  60  days,  $1.50. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  been  fully  employed  up  to  the  present, 
though  for  outside  workers  the  season  is 
about  over.  Two  large  jobs,  the  new  Col- 
legiate Institute  and  a  large  dry  goods 
store,  will  furnish  a  considerable  amount 
of  inside  work  for  most  of  the  winter. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Foundry 
workers  are  very  busy,  and  some  overtime 
is  being  put  in. 

Printing. — Printers  report  a  rush  of 
work  for  the  holiday  trade. 

Transport. — Railway  employees  in  the 
traffic  departments  are  getting  very  busy 
and  are  working  overtime ;  with  the  close  of 
navigation  they  will  experience  the  usual 
winter  rush.  The  street  railway  employ- 
ees who  have  been  laid  off  for  nine  weeks, 
owing  to  suspension  of  service,  are  now  in- 
stalled in  their  former  positions. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
in  easy  demand,  several  contracts  for  street 
improvements  have  been  suspended  until 
spring  owing  to  difficulty  in  obtaining  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  crushed  stone  from 
the  Hagersville  quarries.    The  trunk  sewer 
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being  constructed  by  day  labour  is  about 
completed. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Port  Stanley. — The  ferry  Shenango  is 
rushing  soft  coal  into  Port  Stanley  har- 
bour at  the  rate  of  twenty-six  cars  a  day, 
and  better.  With  fair  weather  the  steam- 
ship manages  as  many  as  three  trips  in 
two  days.  It  is  hoped  to  be  able  to  operate 
the  vessel  into  the  middle  of  January. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  nearly  as  fully  em- 
ployed this  month  as  last.  There  has  been 
unusual  activity  in  the  building  trades  in 
order  to  have  buildings  under  way  finished 
or  inclosed  before  cold  weather  sets  in. 
As  this  has  been  already  accomplished  in 
many  cases,  fewer  hands  will  be  required 
to  complete  the  work.  Civic  work  still 
continues  active,  the  laying  of  vitrified 
trick  not  being  finished  yet.  The  Chat- 
ham Sugar  Beet  Company  has  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  under  crop  in  this 
vicinity,  on  which  it  has  raised  one  hun- 
dred carloads  of  beets.  Fifty-five  men  and 
fifty  teams  are  employed  bringing  in  beets 
for  shipment  to  the  sugar  factories  at  Wal- 
la ceburg  and  Dresden.  The  cost  of  raising 
and  harvesting  has  been  $9,000.  The 
Blonde  Lumber  Company  has  a  large  plan- 
ing mill  under  construction  which  is  near- 
ing  completion.  The  wheel  works  have 
commenced  operations  this  month  with  a 
large  force  of  hands.  Transportation  is 
very  active,  both  freight  and  passenger. 
The  finding  of  oil  in  the  vicinity  has  had 
the  result  of  bringing  in  many  prospectors 
and  well-drillers.  Wholesale  and  retail 
business  is  fairly  active.  There  has  been 
no  change  in  the  rate  of  wages,  and  no  la- 
bour troubles  of  any  kind. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farming  operations  are  about  over  for 
the  season,  though  the  beets  are  not  all  har- 
vested vet. 


All  the  local  factories  are  very  busy,  es- 
pecially the  woodworking  and  machine 
shops,  many  of  the  foremen  in  which  are 
still  working  overtime. 

The  L.E.  and  D.R.R.  Co.  has  just  com- 
pleted a  large  coal  dock  and  coal  hoist  at 
Erieau,  a  large  force  of  men  having  been 
employed  there  for  some  months.  Large 
quantities  of  soft  coal  are  being  brought 
there  from  Coneaut,  U.S.,  and  distributed 
by  rail  to  different  parts,  both  in  Canada 
and  the  United  States. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons, carpenters  and  joiners,  lathers  and 
plasterers  are  all  fully  employed.  Painters 
report  trade  quiet,  only  a  few  hands  work- 
ing. Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters,  stone- 
cutters and  builders'  labourers  are  all  fair- 
ly busy. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  iron  workers  and  helpers,  core- 
makers,  machinists  and  engineers,  steam 
engineers,  electrical  workers  and  linemen, 
all  have  plenty  of  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood  workers  and  carriage  and  wagon 
makers  have  all  the  work  they  can  do. 
Coopers  are  rushed  with  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  have  all  the  work  they  can 
do. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
are  very  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  cigarmakers  and  to- 
bacco workers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
are  exceptionally  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — Labourers  are  in  fair 
demand. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  beet  sugar  factories  at  Dresden  and 
Wallaceburg  are  in  full  operation,  and  are 
said  to  be  producing  a  fine  quality  of 
sugar.  Those  two  factories  are  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  very  large  number  of  people, 
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not   only   in   their   own  locality   but   else- 
where. 

WINDSOR,   ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  con- 
tinues prosperous  and  workers  of  all  kinds 
are  actively  employed,  with  excellent  pros- 
pects for  a  busy  winter  season.  Manufac- 
turing in  all  departments  is  very  busy,  and 
many  new  industries  have  started  during 
the  past  month,  one  of  which,  the  Erie 
Tobacco  Company,  gives  employment  to 
TO  hands.  A  new  weather  strip  factory 
will  also  give  employment  to  a  number  of 
hands.  Commerce  and  transportation  in- 
terests have  been  active  during  the  month. 
There  have  been  no  changes  in  hours  of 
labour  or  rates  of  wages,  and  no  disturb- 
ance of  the  satisfactory  relations  between 
employers  and  employees. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  about  all  through  with  their 
work  for  the  season.  On  the  whole  they 
have  had  a  very  fair  crop. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  extension 
of  the  Windsor,  Sandwich  and  Amherst- 
burg  Railway  to  Amherstburg.  A  gang  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  is  employed, 
and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be 
completed  about  the  middle  of  January. 
The  distance  is  fifteen  miles. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
continue  active,  and  all  classes  of  mechan- 
ics and  labourers  are  fully  employed. 
Skilled  labour  is  in  demand  as  many  build- 
ings are  to  be  completed  yet.  Contracts 
were  let  last  week  for  a  Salvation  Army 
building  to  cost  $6,000,  and  for  several 
other  dwellings  as  well.  This  will  keep 
the  building  trades  employed  all  winter. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — For  ma- 
chinists and  engineers  there  has  been 
steady  employment.  Electrical  workers 
are  busy  improving  the  lighting  system  of 


several  of  the  large  factories.  Black- 
smiths and  horseshoers  report  plenty  of 
work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  report  plenty  of  work.  There 
was  a  new  printing  office  opened  up  last 
month,  the  Standard  Printing  Company, 
which  is  giving  employment  to  ten  hands. 

Clothing  trades. — The  customs  tailoring 
trade  is  very  good  owing  to  the  rush  of 
fall  business. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparations. — -Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy,  and  all  men  are  well 
employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  had  a  good 
month.  An  agreement  was  submitted  to 
the  bosses  asking  them  to  close  the  shops 
at  eight  o'clock,  and  also  to  allow  Christ- 
mas and  New  Year's  Day  as  holidays.  The 
request  was  granted. 

Transport. — Railroading  generally  is 
very  brisk,  and  there  is  hardly  a  railroad 
on  the  front  but  what  is  working  overtime 
to  handle  the  immense  passenger  and 
freight  traffic  reported  at  present. 

Unskilled  laoour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
in  demand,  as  people  want  to  rush  their 
work  through  before  the  cold  weather  sets 
in. 

WINNIPEG,   MAN.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  continues  active. 
Climatic  conditions  have  caused  a  change 
in  the  vocation  of  many  thousands  of  work- 
men.    The    sudden    influx    from    farming 
districts  at  the  beginning    of    the  mont! 
caused  a  slight  relaxation  in  the  rate  of^ 
fered  for  wood  camp  work.     Later,  how 
ever,  the  rate  came  up  to  and  remains  firn 
at  the  figures   of  last  month.     All  trade 
are  active,  except  those  whose  operation 
are  suspended  on  account  of  the  weathei 
It  cannot  be  said  that  any  one  branch  i 
more  active  than  another.     The  city  ha 
not  known  in  its  history  a  time  when  cor 
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ditions  were  so  uniformly  prosperous.  A 
striking  indication  of  commercial  activity- 
is  the  numerous  applications  being  made 
for  incorporation  by  groups  of  business 
men  for  new  enterprises.  A  cement  manu- 
facturing company,  a  large  wholesale  pro- 
vision enterprise,  a  new  bank  to  be  oper- 
ated and  controlled  by  local  business  men 
and  capitalists,  are  among  the  applicants 
for  charters  of  incorporation.  Not  only 
also  are  new  concerns  organizing,  but  es- 
tablished firms  are  reorganizing  for  oper- 
ations on  a  larger  scale,  as  evidenced  by 
one  firm,  which  will  apply  for  an  amended 
charter  providing  for  capitalization  at 
$500,000  in  place  of  $50,000.  In  retail 
trade  circles  business  is  for  the  season  un- 
usually active;  the  recent  cold  snap  has 
had  its  usual  effect  in  precipitating  a  live- 
ly demand  for  winter  garments.  In  addi- 
tion to  such  staple  lines,  the  approach  of 
Christmas  is  evidenced  by  activity  in  holi- 
day goods*.  Conditions  are  attractive  to 
the  trader.  The  demand  for  suitable  prem- 
ises for  retail  business  is  very  great,  and 
the  inevitable  occupation  of  Main  street 
by  bank  and  financial  institutions  is  not 
only  having  the  effect  of  advancing  rents, 
but  is  forcing  the  retail  business  into  other 
sections  of  the  city.  Wholesalers  and  job- 
bers are  all  exceptionally  busy,  and  this 
year's  business  will  show  a  marked  increase 
ever  any  previous  year's  showing.  During 
November  there  has  been  no  noticeable 
change  in  the  rates  of  wages. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  of  Manitoba  have  practical- 
ly finished  threshing,  and  the  bulk  of  the 
men  especially  employed  for  such  work 
have  returned.  A  serious  question,  how- 
ever, is  still  left  for  the  farmer  to  deal5 
with,  in  the  getting  of  his  grain  to  market. 
Transportation  facilities  are  clearly  inade- 
quate to  move  the  crop  as  quickly  as  it  is 
threshed. 

With  the  prospective  development  of  an 
opening  up  of  new  territory  by  railroad 
extensions  in  the  immediate  future,  the  de- 
mand for  lumber  will  be  very  great.  In 
anticipation  of  such,  the  lumbering  indus- 


try is  exceedingly  active,  and  all  available 
men  are  being  put  to  work.  The  loss  of 
16,000,000  feet  of  lumber  by  the  burning 
of  the  yards  of  the  Eat  Portage  Lumber 
Co.,  on  November  28,  is  regrettable,  as  it 
represented  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
available  supply  and  will  affect  the  price, 
which  at  the  present  time  is  high  in  com- 
parison with  former  years. 

The  approach  of  very  frosty  weather  and 
snow  has  hampered  progress  in  railroad 
construction.  While  actual  road-making 
has  ceased,  the  preparation  of  ties  is  being 
carried  on  more  extensively  this  season 
than  ever  before.  Skilled,  men  for  this 
class  of  work  have  no  difficulty  in  getting 
$35  per  month.  Many  contractors  are  re- 
luctantly compelled  to  employ  untrained 
men,  and  those  offering  are  recent  immi- 
grants from  central  Europe,  who  are  far 
from  being  apt  at  learning  such  work. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Several  sections  of 
the  building  trades  are  now  idle  on  account 
of  weather  conditions.  Inside  work  for 
carpenters,  however,  is  plentiful,  as  well  as 
for  other  finishing  sections  of  the  trade. 
The  bricklayers  have  had  a  very  good  sea- 
son, and  the  same  can  be  said  of  the  stone- 
cutters. Both,  however,  will  be  practically 
idle  until  spring  work  opens  up,  and  of  this 
there  are  prospects  of  more  even  than  the 
closing  season.  Painting  and  decorating 
trades  are  very  busy,  and  all  connected 
therewith  are  employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — All  lines 
of  work  in  the  metal  trades  are  active.  Em- 
ployment is  exceptionally  good  for  this 
particular  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  factories  continue  to 
work  at  full  capacity,  employed  principally 
on  furnishings  for  the  new  buildings  erect- 
ed during  the  summer. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Every  com- 
petent man  in  the  printing  trade  is  em- 
ployed, and  prospects  for  a  continued  in- 
crease in  the  volume  of  business  is  ex- 
cellent. 
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Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  are 
still  enjoying  good  business,  and  all  hands 
are  busy,  and,  judging  from  present  indica- 
tions, are  likely  to  be  so. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — All  the 
cigar  factories  are  employing  full  staffs 
and  maintain  their  customary  steadiness. 
The  new  factories  recently  opened  report 
a  satisfactory  business. 

Leather  trades. — Saddlers  and  collar 
makers  are  in  demand.  A  new  factory, 
employing  five  collar  makers,  recently  com- 
menced operations.  Difficulty  is  being  ex- 
perienced in  getting  sufficient  quantities  of 
suitable  straw  for  this  business.  $12  per 
ton  is  being  offered  by  the  collar  makers. 

Miscellaneous. — Miscellaneous  employees, 
such  as  furriers,  delivery  men,  store  clerks, 
and  laundry  workers,  are  all  in  employ- 
ment, and  in  some  cases  are  in  demand. 

Transport. — With  so  unusually  large  a 
crop  to  move,  as  well  as  the  extraordinary 
development  of  other  classes  of  freight,  it 
is  not  a  matter  of  surprise  that  every  man 
that  can  be  secured  is  put  to  work.  This 
condition  is  likely  to  continue.  Teamsters 
and  expressmen  are  also  enjoying  and 
looking  forward  to  a  busy  season.    , 

BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

With  the  exception  of  bricklayers  and 
masons,  all  branches  of  trade  are  busy  and 
very  few  idle  men  can  be  found  in  the  city 
and  district.  All  factories  are  in  active 
operation.  The  binder  twine  factory  is 
very  busy,  having  increased  the  quantity 
of  its  machinery  and  being  able,  conse- 
quently, to  employ  more  hands.  Consider- 
able activity  is  evidenced  in  the  planing 
mill,  sash  and  door  factories,  and  in  the 
marble  works.  The  transportation  busi- 
ness was  never  more  extensive  at  this  time 
of  the  year  than  it  is  at  present.  Whole- 
sale and  retail  merchants  report  trade  ex- 
cellent,  and   several   firms   have   found    it 


necessary  to  increase  their  staffs.  There 
have  been  no  changes  in  wages  and  the 
labour  market  has  been  undisturbed  during 
the  month. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  exceptionally  fine  weather  which 
this  district  has  experienced  during  Oc- 
tober and  November  has  enabled  threshers 
to  get  through  a  great  amount  of  work, 
owing  to  the  straw  being  dry  and  the  Cy- 
clone Stacker  doing  good  work.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  at  the  end  of  the  month  fully 
75  per  cent  of  the  grain  of  the  western  part 
of  the  province  will  have  been  threshed. 

In  manufacturing ,  the  sash  and  door 
factory,  planing  mill,  marble  works,  and 
tannery  are  very  busy.  One  of  these  com- 
panies has  built  large  additions  to  its  pre- 
mises, and  has  put  in  additional  ma- 
chinery. 

Railroad  construction  work  ob.  the  vari- 
ous branches  is  over  for  this  season,  and 
nearly  all  the  men  have  gone  east.  Great 
progress  has  been  made  in  opening  branch 
lines  in  this  district,  and  employment  was 
given  to  a  large  number  of  men. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  none  working  at  present.  Car- 
penters and  joiners  are  busily  employed, 
but  on  short  time.  Lathers,  plasterers, 
painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers  are 
also  busy.  Plumbers  report  trade  as  good. 
Stonecutters  are  busy,  but  are  working 
short  time.  Builders'  labourers  report 
conditions  slack. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin- 
ists and  engineers  are  very  busy,  with  open- 
ings for  good  men.  The  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  has  employed  quite  a  number  of 
machinists  this  season.  Blacksmiths  re- 
port trade  slack.  Boilermakers  report 
trade  good,  with  openings  for  men  at  from 
29  to  30  cents  per  hour. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  report  trade 
good. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re-  large    number    of    men    from    its    line    in 

port    trade    good    with    openings    for    job  Ontario   to   help   move   the   crop,   and   the 

workers.  motive  power  has  also  been  increased  for 

Clothing      trades.— Journeymen     tailors  this  Purpose.     Some  delay  is  caused  in  get- 
report  trade  very  good.  tin»  ^P*  cars>  0WlnS  to  the  s!°w  Process 

of   unloading   and   the    long   distance    be- 

Food   and   tobacco   preparation.— Bakers  tween  Fort  wmiam  and  western  Manitoba, 
and  confectioners  report  trade  brisk,  with 

openings   for   good   men.       Butchers   and  NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND 
meat  cutters,   ice   cutters  and   drivers  are  DISTRICT. 
steadily  employed.       Cigarmakers  and  to- 
bacco workers  are  busy.  Mr'    Geor^e  Hargreaves,   Correspondent, 

reports  as  follows  : — 

Leather    trades. — Tanners    and    curriers 

are  doing  a  good  business  in  furs.  general  condition  of  the  labour  market. 

Miscellaneous.— Barbers      report      trade  The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 

brisk.     Clerks  and  stenographers  are  stead-  in£  the  Past  month  remained  favourable. 

ily  employed.       The  steam  laundries  and  Owing  to  wet  weather,   outside  work  has 

hand  laundries  are  busy.  not  been  YeT?  brisk-     In  some  lines>  how" 

ever,  men  are  in  demand,  namely,  plumb- 

Transport.— Men  engaged  in  transporta-  ^  tinsmiths  and  ghingle  weavers<     Work 

tion  were  never  more  busy  than  at  present.  hag  been  gtarted  Qn  ^  extensive  improve. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  inents  at  the  provincial  asylum  in  this  city, 

men  at  present.     A  large  number  of  har-  the  contract  for  which  was  let  during  the 

vest  hands  have  returned  east,  while  others  past  month.       The  improvements   include 

have   remained  engaged   in  railway  work,  the  adding  of  another  story  to  the  laundry 

and  the  other  industries  of  the  west.  Quite  building,    besides    numerous    minor    addi- 

a  number  of  men  have  taken  up  land  in  tions.     The  contract  calls  for  an  expendi- 

this  country.  ture  of  $16,000.     Plans  for  extensive  alter- 

district  notes.  ations    and    improvements    to    the    Fraser 

river   canneries   of   the   British    Columbia 

The  new  Forest  branch  of  the  Canadian  Packers>  Association  are  now  under  con- 
Pacific  Railway  was  opened  last  month.  sideration  by  the  officials  of  that  corpor- 
The  track  is  well  graded,  and  the  rails  are  ation^  with  a  view  to  remodelling  certain 
the  same  weight  as  are  being  placed  on  the  of  the  canneries  under  their  control.  The 
main  line.  It  is  36  miles  between  Forest  lagt  of  tMg  season>s  saim0n  fleet  has  loaded 
and  Lenore,  and  there  are  seven  stations  and  cleared  for  the  London  market  with 
where  sidings  are  all  complete.  At  Wheat-  60j000  cagegj  valued  at  $330,000.  A  good 
land  there  is  a  fine  station  built,  with  a  sid-  trade  ig  being  done  in  galt  and  smoked 
ing  nearly  a  mile  long.  Along  this  line  figh?  350  tong  being  shipped  to  Tacoma  for 
eighteen  elevators  have  been  built  this  sea-  transhipment  to  the  Oriental  lines  and 
son,  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  540,000  taken  to  japan#  The  Japanese  engaged  in 
bushels.  It  is  estimated  that  2,000,000  the  galt  saimon  trade  have  shipped  22  tons 
bushels  of  wheat  will  be  marketed  at  points  of  saimon  caviare  as  a  trial  shipment.  It 
along  the  line  this  season.  ig  not>  probably,  as  delicate  as  the  regular 

The    railway    companies    appear   to   be  caviare  prepared  from  the  sturgeon  roe,  but 

making  a  great  effort  to  meet  the  demands  is  expected  to  find  a  ready  sale  in  Japan, 

of  their   customers.     On   all   branch  lines  Large    shipments    of    frozen    salmon    are 

and  on  main  line,  train  loads  of  wheat  are  being  made  to  the  east,  one  car-load  being 

running  eastward,   and  trains   of   stockers  consigned   to    Hamburg,    Germany.        The 

are  also  passing  through  every  day.     The  halibut  trade  during  the  month  has  been 

Canadian  Pacific  Railway  has  brought   a  good.     On   the   last   trip    of   the    schooner 
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15,000  pounds  were  delivered  and  shipped 
east.  A  good  trade  is  being  done  with  the 
freight  boats  on  the  river,  both  in  farmers' 
produce  and  general  merchandise.  The 
Ross-McLaren  mills,  which  have  been  idle 
for  some  years,  have  changed  hands  and 
are  about  to  be  put  in  operation  again. 
The  city  board  of  works,  during  the  past 
month,  has  employed  a  large  gang  of  men 
carrying  out  many  large  and  needed  im- 
provements. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Lumbering. — This  industry  is  very  busy, 
with  a  demand  for  help.  The  export  trade 
is  very  good. 

Mining. — Several  new  discoveries  have 
been  made  in  the  district  of  rich  deposits 
of  free  milling  gold  ore,  besides  large 
quantities  of  copper-bearing  quartz. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  work  is  plentiful,  but  weather 
rot  favourable.  With  carpenters  work  is 
only  fair,  very  few  new  jobs  being  let. 
Many  of  the  members  of  this  craft  are 
doing  jobbing.  Painters  report  trade  as 
quiet  with  prospects  good  for  early  spring 
work.  Plumbers  and  steamfitters  have 
plenty  of  work,  several  contracts  being 
carried  out  in  the  district. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  and  iron  workers  re- 
port work  steady  and  all  hands  employed. 
Shipwrights  and  caulkers  report  work 
slack  and  little  repair  work  doing.  There 
is  a  demand  for  shingle  weavers,  both  in 
city  and  district. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port work  plentiful,  and  all  members  em- 
ployed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  have  plenty  of  work,  and  all  mem- 
bers are  steadily  employed  in  both  shops. 

Transport. — Steamboat  men  report  work 
good.  Wages  have  steadily  advanced  dur- 
ing the  summer,  until  now  the  deck  hands 
receive  $40  per  month.  Street  railroad 
employees  report  work  steady.     The  track 


gang  during  the  month  has  been  reduced 
owing  to  wet  weather. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  not  the  de- 
mand there  was  last  month  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Throughout  the  district  work  is  plenti- 
ful. Many  of  the  farmers  are  adding  ex- 
tensions to  their  barns  to  accommodate 
their  increasing  herds.  The  proprietors 
of  the  Tynehead  shingle  mill  have  an  or- 
der for  two  car-loads  of  shingles  per  week. 
A  large  number  of  small  shingle  mills  are 
being  started  in  the  district.  The  cream- 
eries in  the  district  have  made  a  good  re- 
turn for  their  patrons,  and  in  some  cases 
are  making  additional  room  for  next  sea- 
son's work. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  was  not  in  active  demand  this 
month,  the  plans  laid  by  the  builders  to 
avoid  outside  work  acting  as  a  deterring 
influence.  The  weather  has  been  very  fine, 
with  no  rain  to  speak  of.  A  great  deal  of 
work  is  in  the  hands  of  the  architects, 
which  fact  is  encouraging  for  next  year's 
operations.  The  basements  of  two  bi 
stores  have  been  started,  one  on  the  corner 
of  Hastings  and  Abbott  streets,  which  is 
to  be  a  departmental  store,  costing  between 
$55,000  and  $60,000,  exclusive  of  the  lot; 
the  other  a  block  of  stores  on  Granville* 
street.  The  month  of  November  has  been 
dull  in  the  retail  business.  There  was  a 
temporary  cessation  of  work  on  the  annex 
to  the  Hotel  Vancouver.  The  trouble  was 
the  employing  of  non-union  men  by  the 
contractor.  It  is  now  agreed  that  none  I 
but  union  men  will  be  employed.  There ; 
is  some  dissatisfaction  among  the  tent- 
makers  and  sail-makers.  A  large  number 
of  tents  of  Chinese  make  are  used  in  the 
different  parts  of  the  province  by  work- 
ingmen  in  the  mining  camps  and  like 
places.     Complaints  are  also  made  by  local 
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tailors  that  women  in  this  city  send  to 
Chinese  tailors  in  Victoria  for  tailor-made 
garments. 

A  committee  is  at  work  on  a  scheme  to 
establish  a  co-operative  bakeshop  and  a 
store  of  groceries  and  provisions. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Electrical  workers  have  presented 
a  schedule  to  the  employers,  which  will  be 
taken  up  and  adjusted  during  the  coming 
month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Shingle  weavers  report  work  good,  but 
white  men  are  not  in  demand. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port work  good  for  linotype  operators.  A 
new  daily  paper  will  appear  next  month, 
to  be  known  as  the  Ledger.  Vancouver 
has  a  population  of  about  27,000  and  has 
now  four  dailies,  The  Province,  The 
World,  The  News  Advertiser  and  The 
Ledger.  As  weeklies,  beside  editions  of 
the  foregoing,  there  are  The  Independent 
(labour),  Western  Socialist,  Catholic  Re- 
cord, Mt.  Pleasant  Advocate  and  one 
monthly,  The  British  Columbia  Mining 
Exchange.  There  are  eleven  Mergenthaler 
machines  and  a  monoline  in  use.  Press- 
men report  work  fair. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  condi- 
tions dull. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
report  work  fair.  With  cigarmakers,  trade 
is  dull. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  well  em- 
ployed. Clerks  and  stenographers  report 
work  very  poor,  with  wages  small.  Laun- 
dry workers  report  work  brisk. 

Unskilled  labour. — At  present  work  is 
dull,  owing  to  the  wet  season.  Prospects 
are  bright  for  the  new  year. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Van  Anda. — A  test  was  made  recently 
of  some  of  the  deposits  of  gold  on  Texada 
Island,  and  from  350  to  400  pounds  of  de- 
posits were  treated  by  special  process.    Up- 


wards of  $28  worth  of  fine  gold  was  ex- 
tracted. The  free  gold  is  a  fine  dust  very 
broadly  distributed  in  some  sections  of  the 
island.  The  Van  Anda  Mining  and  Smelt- 
ing Company  is  pushing  developments,  hav- 
ing sunk  to  the  360  foot  level  in  the  shaft 
at  Cornell.  The  Marble  Bay  Mines  Co.  is 
building  a  tramway  and  erecting  wharfs 
and  bunkers  for  more  extensive  shipments 
of  ore.  It  is  the  shaft  of  this  property, 
and  not  the  tunnel,  as  mentioned  in  the 
October  Gazette,  that  is  now  down  to  the 
360  foot  level.  Copper  deposits  on  the 
west  side  of  the  island,  it  is  stated,  will  be 
opened  shortly,  the  surface  outcrops  assay- 
ing 19  per  cent  copper,  and  the  vein  being 
the  largest  known  on  the  island.  Five  or 
six  white  men  and  several  Chinese  labour- 
ers are  being  employed  in  the  iron  mine, 
which  is  shipping  regularly. 

VICTOEIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

A  slight  change  has  taken  place  in  the 
labour  market,  conditions  being  not  quite 
so  favourable  as  for  the  preceding  month. 
Work  has  fallen  off  in  the  building  trades, 
leaving  a  surplus  of  labour.  The  trade 
has  been  active  during  the  season,  which 
fact  has  attracted  a  number  of  outsiders  to 
the  city.  The  metal  trades  have  had  a 
quiet  month,  but  in  general  the  trade  is 
fair.  The  supply  of  unskilled  labour  more 
than  equals  the  demand.  Harmony  pre- 
vails between  employers  and  employees. 

An  initial  shipment  of  Australian  black- 
smiths' coal  arrived  on  the  steamer  Mio- 
wera  on  the  3rd  instant.  It  will  be  sold 
in  competition  with  the  Pennsylvania  ar- 
ticle, which  sells  at  $17.50  per  ton,  while 
the  Australian  product  can  be  placed  on 
the  market  for  about  $12  per  ton. 

Preliminary  operations  in  connection 
with  the  fortification  of  Signal  Hill,  Es- 
quimalt,  have  been  brought  to  a  standstill, 
it  is  understood,  on  receipt  of  orders  from 
the  imperial  authorities.  In  consequence, 
a    large   number   of   workmen   have   been 
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thrown  out  of  employment.     It  is  expected 
work  will  soon  be  commenced  again. 

General  activity  prevails  in  shipping 
circles.  On  the  10th  instant  the  steamer 
Hyson  loaded  a  thousand  tons  of  salted 
and  canned  salmon  for  Japan  and  Europe, 
and  on  the  11th  the  steamer  Miowera  took 
on  a  hundred  tons  of  frozen  pork  for  Aus- 
tralia. Each  incoming  China  liner  brings 
unusually  large  consignments  of  raw  silk. 

Active  work  has  been  commenced  on  a 
new  marine  slip  in  the  upper  harbour.  The 
shipbuilding  industry  has  grown  to  such 
dimensions  that  improvement  in  plants  and 
enlargement  of  facilities  have  been  taking 
place  in  the  different  shipyards  of  the  city 
and  district  for  some  time  past. 

A  local  firm  has  secured  the  contract 
from  the  city  for  the  construction  of  a 
steel  bridge  at  Point  Ellice,  to  span  Vic- 
toria Arm,  the  price  being  $65,000.  The 
substructure  is  being  built  by  the  city  by 
day  labour,  and  is  estimated  to  cost  $35,- 
000.  The  bridge  and  approaches  complete 
will  cost  $108,000,  and  must  be  finished  in 
ten  months.  This  undertaking  will  pro- 
vide employment  for  a  large  number  of 
local  workmen. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Again  this  year  there  has  been  a  marked 
decrease  in  the  total  catch  of  the  sealers, 
it  being  the  lowest  on  record.  Unfavour- 
able weather  is  reported  as  the  cause  of  the 
small  catch,  together  with  the  fact  that  a 
number  of  schooners  had  to  return  to  port, 
not  being  able  to  secure  Indian  crews. 
This  year  the  number  of  schooners  out  was 
35,  as  compared  with  44  last  year.  The 
total  number  of  men  employed  on  the  fleet 
was  835,  of  whom  434  were  whites  and  401 
Indians.  The  total  catch  was  14,715  skins, 
of  which  4,751  were  taken  on  this  coast, 
3,331  off  the  Japan  coast,  1,440  off  the 
Copper  Island  coast,  and  5,193  in  Behring 
Sea.  The  coast  Indian  catch  is  not  yet 
known,  but  is  comparatively  small.  In 
1901,  the  total  returns  were  24,420  skins; 
1900,  35,543  skins;  1899,  35,471  skins; 
1898,  28,898  skins,  and  1897,  30,410  skins. 


CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
and  carpenters  report  a  scarcity  of  work, 
while  lathers  and  plasterers  are  still  in  de- 
mand. There  is  also  a  scarcity  of  work 
for  painters,  stonecutters  and  builders' 
labourers.  Plumbers  are  busy.  The  build- 
ing operations  for  the  season  amount  to 
nearly  $300,000.  A  feature  of  the  present 
season's  activity  is  the  large  number  of 
residences  erected.  With  the  exception  of 
the  construction  of  a  $40,000  departmental 
store,  no  contract  of  large  dimensions  was 
undertaken. 

Metal  and  shipbuilding  trades. — Mould- 
ers are  fully  employed.  Machinists  and 
boilermakers  report  trade  fair,  but  not 
enough  work  for  all  hands.  The  same 
conditions  exist  with  electrical  workers. 
Shipwrights  and  caulkers  have  plenty  of 
work  to  keep  all  hands  fully  employed. 
Horseshoers  have  had  a  busy  month. 

Printing  trades. — Work  is  fair  for  print- 
ers, a  few  being  idle,  while  pressmen  are 
fully  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — The  custom  tailoring 
trade  is  still  in  fairly  good  condition,  being 
better  than  for  the  corresponding  month 
last  year. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
are  fully  employed  and  report  conditions 
greatly  improved  under  the  new  arrange- 
ment with  employers.  Butchers  are  busy, 
and  cigarmakers  are  well  employed. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees 
are  well  employed.  The  Street  Railway 
Company  has  consented  to  pay  conductors 
and  motormen  for  overtime  as  follows: — 
Erom  12  midnight  to  2  a.m.,  time  and  a 
half;  from  2  a.m.  to  6  a.m.,  double  time. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  in  this  district  shows 
no  material  change  from  the  previous 
month,  there  being  very  little  demand  for 
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labour  and  quite  a  number  of  idle  men  to 
meet  any  demand  that  may  occur.  In 
commercial  circles  there  is  more  activity, 
owing  to  the  Christmas  trade,  but  condi- 
tions are  not  as  good  as  at  this  time  last 
year. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  very  little  doing  in  the  fishing 
industry  outside  of  the  market  for  local 
consumption. 

In  the  lumbering  industry  business  is 
still  active,  both  in  the  mills  and  in  the 
woods,  especially  in  the  latter  where  ex- 
perienced men  can  get  plenty  of  work. 

In  the  mines  about  the  same  conditions 
exist  as  reported  last  month,  with  not 
much  prospect  of  improvement  for  some 
time. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 


riage  makers  report  business   as  fair  for 
the  time  of  the  year. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port business  as  fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  business  as  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Merchants'  employees  re- 
port business  good  with  fair  employment 
for  all  here. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
report  business  as  good. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  very  little 
employment  for  unskilled  labour,  civic 
work  and  road  work  being  mostly  finished 
for  the  season. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 


Throughout  this  district  matters  are  in 

about  the  same  condition  as  in  the  city. 
Building  trades.-In  the  building  trades     M  Ladysmith  the  smelter  is  nearly  com. 

business  is  almost  at  a  standstill,  and  the    pleted  for  blowing  in>     0n  tne  west  coast 

different  trades  report  work  as  very  scarce.     in  the  quartz  mineg  prospects  are  better> 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  but  there  is  no  demand  for  more  men  at 
trades. — Machinists  and  engineers  report  present.  At  the  Union  Mines  at  Cumber- 
business  as  quiet.       Blacksmiths  and  car-     land  work  is  slack. 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT 

POSITION. 

III.  PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 

IN  the  September  number  of  the  Labour  special  article  presenting  the  results  of  an 
Gazette  there  was  commenced  a  series  investigation  by  the  Department  of  Labour 
of  statistical  tables  illustrative  of  the  into  the  effects  of  the  Pennsylvania  an- 
growth  and  present  position  of  labour  or-  thracite  coal  strike  upon  conditions  in 
ganization  in  Canada.  The  tables  pre-  Canada,  which  was  published  in  the  Nov- 
sented  in  that  number  had  reference  to  ember  number  of  the  Gazette,  the  series  of 
labour  organization  in  the  maritime  pro-  articles  on  labour  organization  was  dis- 
vinces.  In  the  October  number  the  series  continued  in  that  number.  It  is,  however, 
was  continued  with  the-  publication  of  renewed  in  the  present  issue  with  the  pub- 
tables  referring  to  organization  in  the  pro-  lication  of  descriptive  tables  showing  the 
vince  of  Quebec.  Owing  to  the  additional  nature  and  extent  of  organized  labour  in 
space  required  for  the  publication  of  a  the  province  of  Ontario. 
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In  the  articles  published  in  the  Septem- 
ber and  October  issues  of  the  Gazette, 
tables  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  labour 
organization  were  given,  as  well  as  tables 
showing  its  nature  and  extent.  Owing  to 
the  fact,  however,  that  the  number  of  or- 
ganizations in  the  province  of  Ontario  is 
very  much  larger  than  the  number  in 
either  the  maritime  provinces  or  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  treat  in  the  current  issue  only  of 
the  present  position  of  organized  labour  in 
the  province  of  Ontario  leaving  for  further 
treatment  in  the  January,  1903,  issue,  the 
statistical  account  illustrative  of  its 
growth. 

Descriptive  Tables. 

In  the  descriptive  tables  published  here- 
with is  given  a  list  of  all  labour  organiza- 
tions formed  in  the  province  of  Ontario 
up  to  July  31,  1902,  of  which  the  depart- 
ment has  been  able  to  obtain  any  record 
or  information,  and  the  tables,  as  a  whole, 
represent  the  position  of  organized  labour 
at  that  date.  The  material  has  been  so 
arranged  as  to  show  at  a  glance  the  trades 
organized,  the  number  of  organizations  in 
each  group  of  kindred  or  allied  trades,  and 
the  total  number  of  organizations  in  each 
locality.  The  localities  themselves  have 
been  arranged  alphabetically  so  as  to  admit 
of  easy  and  immediate  reference. 

In  the  tables  information  is  given  in  re- 
gard to  what  are  generally  known  as  local 
organizations  only.  The  list  does  not  in- 
clude federated  groups  of  organizations,  as, 
for  example,  central  trades  and  labour 
councils  or  federations  of  any  kind,  the 
members  of  which  belong  either  to  a  group 
of  kindred  or  allied  trades  or  of  many  dif- 
ferent trades.* 


*The  reader  is  referred  to  the  directory  of 
labour  organizations  in  Canada,  the  publication 
of  which  was  commenced  in  the  September,  1901, 
issue  of  the  Gazette,  for  a  list  of  labour  organi- 
zations in  the  province  of  Ontario,  which  would 
appear  under  this  head. 


The  list,  moreover,  includes  only  such 
organizations  as  were  in  existence  on  July 
31,  1902,  this  being  the  date  at  which  the 
investigation  of  the  department  was  con- 
cluded. It  does  not  include  unions  formed 
since  that  date  or  organizations  which  had 
been  formed  at  an  earlier  date  and  subse- 
quently lapsed. 

Extent  of  Organization. 

The  first  feature  of  importance  disclosed 
in  the  descriptive  tables  relating  to  the 
province  of  Ontario  is  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  organizations  in  that  province  at 
the  end  of  July,  1902,  was  547.  On  com- 
parison with  the  tables  descriptive  of  la- 
bour organization  in  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces and  the  province  of  Quebec,  it  will 
be  seen  that  this  number  is  between  three 
and  four  times  as  large  as  the  number  of 
organizations  existing  in  either  Quebec  or 
the  maritime  provinces,  and  represents 
nearly  twice  as  many  organizations  as 
these  other  provinces  taken  together. 

Noticeable  in  the  next  place  is  the  ex- 
tent to  which  this  total  is  made  up  from 
the  organizations  existing  in  the  incorpor- 
ated cities  of  the  province,  the  totals  for 
the  several  places,  in  the  order  of  the  num- 
bers of  their  organizations  being  as  fol- 
lows:— Toronto,  88;  Hamilton,  44;  Lon- 
don, 42;  Ottawa,  39;  Kingston,  27;  Brant- 
ford,  20;  Guelph,  18;  St.  Catharines,  17; 
St.  Thomas,  16;  Windsor,  15;  Stratford, 
13;  Belleville  and  Chatham,  6  each,  and 
Woodstock,  5.  The  grand  total  of  existing 
organizations  in  all  of  the  cities  of  Onta- 
rio, taken  together,  was  356,  or  just  about 
two-thirds  of  the  total  number  of  organiza- 
tions in  the  province. 

Of  the  cities  it  will  be  seen  that  Toronto 
has  twice  as  many  organizations  as  the 
two  next  largest  organized  cities  in  the 
province,  namely,  Hamilton  and  London, 
having  as  many  organizations  as  these  two 
cities  taken  together.  Ottawa  has  nearly 
as  many  organization  as  Hamilton  and 
London,  and  each  of  these  three  cities  have 
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about  twice  as  many  as  Brantford,  which, 
excepting  Kingston,  is  the  best  organized 
of  the  remaining  cities  of  the  province. 
Excepting  these  cities  thus  specially 
named,  there  are  not  in  the  province  any 
localities  having  more  than  20  local  organi- 
zations. 

Of  the  localities,  other  than  cities  in 
Ontario,  which  have  15  or  more  organiza- 
tions there  is  but  one,  namely,  Berlin, 
with  19.  Of  the  localities  having  10  or 
more,  there  are  three,  Brockville  with  12, 
and  Smith's  Falls  and  Gait  with  11  each. 
Those  having  5  or  over  are:  Sarnia,  9; 
Lindsay,  6;  Niagara  Falls,  6;  Peterbo- 
rough, 6;  North  Bay,  5;  Fort  William,  5, 
and  Carleton  Place,  5,  and  Rat  Portage,  6. 
There  appear  to  be  in  the  province  over 
50  localities  in  which  there  are  but  one  or 
two   or   three   or  four  organizations  each. 

Comparing  the  extent  of  organization  in 
the  province  of  Ontario  with  its  extent  in 
the  province  of  Quebec  and  the  maritime 
provinces  it  would  appear  that  in  Ontario 
it  is  much  more  general  and  less  exclu- 
sively confined  to  cities  than  in  these  other 
provinces.  In  all  there  appear  to  be  labour 
organizations  in  70  different  localities  in 
Ontario. 

Nature  of  Organization. 

Having  regard  in  the  next  place  to  the 
nature  of  the  organization,  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  accompanying  tables  that  in  the 
province  of  Ontario  organization  among 
railway  employees  has  been  more  extensive 
than  organization  in  any  other  class  of 
employment.  Out  of  a  total  of  543  organ- 
izations in  the  province,  144,  or  over  a 
fourth,  belong  to  the  transport  group, 
which  is  made  up  for  the  most  part  of 
organizations  finding  in  their  membership 
the  railway  employees.  The  building 
trades  group  and  the  metal  and  ship- 
building group  follow  next  in  extent  of, 
organization,  with  totals  of  93  and  88  re- 
spectively, accounting,  in  other  words,  each 
for  about   one-sixth   of  the   total  existing 

41 


organizations  of  the  province.  There  is  a 
significant  parallel  in  this  connection  be- 
tween labour  organization  in  the  province 
of  Ontario  and  in  the  province  of  Quebec, 
as  well  also  as  in  the  maritime  provinces. 
In  all  the  provinces  named  organization  in 
the  transport  group  is  larger  than  in  any 
other  group,  and  is  next  followed  by  or- 
ganization in  the  building  trades  and  me- 
tal trades  groups.  The  perhaps  next  best 
organized  in  Ontario,  from  point  of  view 
of  the  numbers  affected,  of  existing  local 
unions,  are  the  clothing,  woodworking  and 
printing  trades,  the  first  with  a  total  of 
39  local  organizations,  and  the  two  last 
named  with  30  organizations  each.  Gen- 
eral labour  follows  next  with  22  local  or- 
ganizations, and  tobacco  workers,  barbers, 
and  persons  engaged  in  food  preparation, 
with  14,  12  and  11  local  organizations  re- 
spectively. The  Knights  of  Labour  have  in 
all  10  existing  local  assemblies.  Hotel  and 
restaurant  employees  and  the  employees  of 
public  authorities  have  each  nine  local  or- 
ganizations. There  are  6  local  organiza- 
tions of  clerks,  and  4  of  broommakers;  3  of 
leather  workers,  delivery  employees,  and 
musicians  respectively.  Of  laundry 
workers,  textile  workers,  persons  engaged 
in  mining  and  quarrying,  and  persons  en- 
gaged in  glass  manufacture  there  are  two 
organizations  of  each  class.  The  follow- 
ing class  of  workers  complete  the  list  with 
but  one  local  organization  in  the  pro- 
vince:— Household  workers,  brewery  work- 
ers, farmers,  fur  workers,  theatre  employ- 
ees and  stenographers. 

From  this  summary  it  will  be  seen  that 
most  of  the  organization  in  the  province 
of  Ontario  is  accounted  for  by  unions  be- 
longing to  either  the  transport,  building, 
metal,  clothing,  woodworking,  painting,  or 
general  labour  group.  Among  these  classes 
organization  is  pretty  well  distributed  in 
the  several  localities  of  the  province. 
Among  the  other  groups  there  are  not 
many  existing  organizations,  and  such  as 
do  exist  are  in  but  a  few  localities  only. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
L.  O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  A.  No.  3. 

LABOUR    ORGANIZATION  IN    CANADA— ITS    GROWTH    AND    PRESENT 

POSITION. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  ORGANIZED  LABOUR  IN  THE  PROVINCE. 

OF  ONTARIO  ON  JULY  31,  1902. 


Locality. 


Ontario— 

Algoma  Mills 

Allandale 


Apple  Hill. 
Aurora.     . 
Beamsville . 
Belleville . . 


Berlin . 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Railway  trackmen .... 

Transport .    

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Clothing 

Boot  and  shoe  workers 

Building 

Stone  cutters 

Building 

Stone  cutters 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Iron  workers  and  helpers 

Transport 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons  ... 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Meted,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Steam  engineers 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers . 

Wood  carvers 

Varnishers  and  polishers 

Printing 

Printers.      ...    . 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Rubber  workers 

Tobacco 

Cigar  makers   

Leather 

Tanners  and  curriers. 

Transport 

Teamsters 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees.    . .    . 

Bartenders 

Broom  Makers 

Broom  makers 

Laundry  Workers 

Laundry  workers 

Clerks 

Clerks  . .    . 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 


Ontario— Con. 
Brantford 


Bridgeburg.. 
Brockville . . 


Caradoc 

€arleton  Place . 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Building , 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Lathers  and  plasterers 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  .  . 
Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Iron  moulders 

Coremakers 

Brass  workers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Food  Preparation 

Bakers ....    

Tobacco ......... 

Cigar  makers 

Transport 

Teamsters 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Letter  carriers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees  . . 

Bartenders 

Barbers .    ... 

Barbers 

Clerks 

Clerks 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour. . .    

Transport 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  switchmen 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Printing      . .      

Printers 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen. .'  

Railroad  trainmen 

Barbers 

Barbers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding .  . 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Transport 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  C  AN  AD  A— Continued. 


Locality. 


Ontario—  Con. 
Chalk  River 


Chapleau 


Chatham 


Cobourg . 


Collingwood 


Cornwall 

Crookston  .... 
Depot  Harbour. 
Dundas 


Fort  William 


Gait. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Railway  trackmen ... 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Building ...    

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Building  labourers 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Iron  moulders.. 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Clothing 

Tailors   

General  Labour 

Federal  Labour 

Clothing 

Tailors   

Building 

Stone  cutters 

Transport 

Railroad  trainmen 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Woodworking 

Wood  workers. .    

Clothing 

Garment  workers 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Transport ...    

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers , . . 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Building    

Carpenters 

Painters 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Machinists 

Saw  smiths 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing 

Boot  and  shoe  workers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Bartenders 

Ba  rbers 

Barbers 
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Ontario—  Con. 

Gait — Con                      ...    . 

Clerks , 

■*'l 

2 

1 

Federal  Labour 

1 

"s 

11 

Building 

1 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

1 

Painters  and  decorators 

1 

•   • 

Metal,  Ewiineerinn  and  Shipbuilding 

•    •    ■ 

f 

1 

•  ■  •   • 

1 

3 

Woodworkers  .  .    

1 

1 

■   .  .       .   • 

Carriage  makers ...        

1 

'"  i 

Printing , 

1 

t  •  ■ 

7 

1 

•  /   -    • 

Food  Preparation 

1 

1 

■       •  • 

2 

2 

.... 

i 

Teamsters 

1 

"i 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Bartenders 

1 

"l 

1 

Clerks 

i 

Clerks  

1 

General  Labour 

i 

Federal  Labour. . .                   .      . 

1 
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18 

Transport                                                                                   .... 
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1 

Building 

1 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 
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Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 
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Ontario — Con. 

Hamilton — Con. 

Food  Preparation 

I 

1 

Tobacco  . 

2 

• 

1 

Tobacco  workers 

1 

"l 

Leather 

1 

Transport 

9 

\ 

Railroad  conductors 

1 

Locomotive  engineers 

I 

Locomotive  firemen 

1 

Railroad  trainmen 

1 

Railroad  switchmen 

1 

1 

•   • 

1 

1 

Street  railway  employees 

1 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities. 

% 

Letter  carriers 

1 

1 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

I 

1 

Barbers 

1 

1 

1 

Broom  Makers 

1 

Knu/hts  of  Labour 

1 

1 

44 

General  Labour 

1 

Federal  Labour 

1 

1 

1 

Ingersoll  .  , 

1 

1 

Bu  ildiny 

6 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

1 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

1 

1 

Stone  cutters 

1 
1 
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* 

Builders'  labourers 
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8 

Iron  workers 

1 

Iron  moulders 

1 
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Machinists  and  engineers 
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1 



1 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Printers 
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Clothino                             , .... 
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1 
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1 

1 
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Tanners  and  curriers   

1 

Transport                             

1 
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Ontario—  Con. 

Kingston — Con . . . 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

1 

Letter  carriers 

1 

"  1 

Bartenders    

1 

1 
1 

Barbers    

1 

General  Labour , 

Federal  labour 

1 

Knights  of  Labour 

1 

Knigh  ts  of  Labour 

1 

27 

Kingsville    

Tobacco 

1 

i 

1 

General  Labour 

1 
1 

Federal  labour 

l 

1 

Tobacco  workers   ....          ,      .                   .... 

l 

1 

1 

Leonard 

Transport 

l 

1 

Lindsay  . . . . 

Printing 

1 

l 

Cloth  ing 

1 

Tailors 

l 

Transport    

4 

Railroad  conductors 

l 
l 

l 
l 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen   

6 

1 

l 

1 

Little  York 

Transport 

1 

Railroad  trainmen . 

l 

1 

Building 

6 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

l 

l 

•    .  .  •  . 

l 

l 

\ 

Builders'  labourers 

l 
l 

l 

2 
1 

1 
1 

8 

1 

•  .   . 

Boiler  makers 

1 

Woodworking : 

1 

1 

1 

"i 

1 

2 

1 

Garment  workers 

1 

1 

1 

•  j      ■  >   . 

Tobacco                                              

% 
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1 

•  .  •  <    ■ 

Transport 
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2 

•  •  •   : 

442 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


December,  1902 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION   IN  CAN ADA— Continued. 


Locality. 


Ontario — Con. 
London — Con. 


North  Bay. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Mattawa.    ... 
Merritton. . . . 

Midland 

Mille  Roches. 

Mitchell 

Nepigon ..... 
Niagara  Falls 


Orangeville 
Oshawa. . . . 
Ottawa.  . . . 


Transport — Con. 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  switchmen 

Cab  drivers  and  draymen 

Teamsters 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Letters  carriers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Bartenders 

Delivery  Employees   

Dairymen 

Coal  deliverers  . , 

Barbers 

Barbers . . . . 

Broom  Makers 

Broom  makers 

Musicians   

Musicians 

Industrial  Brotherhood 

Industrial  Bi-otherhood 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen , 

Building 

Stone  cutters 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Transport    

Longshoremen 

Building. 

Stone  cutters 

Clothing , 

Tailors 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Stone  cutters 

Clothing     

Suspender  and  neckwear  workers 
Transport 

Locomoti  ve  firemen .    ... 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Railroad  trainmen 

Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Machinists  and  engineers.    ...... 

Transport    

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. . 

Iron  moulders  . .    

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons   

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Plasterers 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 
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Ontario— Con. 

* 

Building — Con, 

Stone  cutters   . . .  * 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

5 

Iron  moulders 

1 

1 

1 

Blacksmiths   

1 
1 

2 

Sheet  metal  workers 

1 

Pattern  makers   

1 

6 

Printing  and  Allied  Trades 

Printers - 

1 

Pressmen 

1 
1 

2 
1 

. . 

t 

Steel  and  copper  plate  printers  . 

1 

1 

"  1 

Food  Preparation 

Bakers   and  confectioners    

1 

9 

1 

2 

Locomotive  firemen   

2 
1 

Railroad  telegraphers 

2 

1 

Employees  of  Public  A  uthoritics 

1 

1 

t 

1 

1 

Clerks 

1 

Clerks  

1 

Musicians 

"l" 

1 

Household  Workers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

39 

Owen  Sound 

i 

2 

l 

2 

Palmerston 

Transport                                                             

"l 

1 
3 

l 

l 

...... 

l 

4 

Pembroke    . . 

Transport 

1 

l 

1 

Peterborough 

1 

l 

2 

l 

l 

1 

l 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA—  Co ntinued. 


Locality. 


Queenston  Heights. 
Rat  Portage 


St.  Catharines, 


Class  and  kind  of  Organization. 


Ontario— Con. 

Peterborough —  Con 

Point  Edward 

Port  Colborne 

Port  Dalhousie.   . . . 

Preston 


St.  Marys  . 
St.  Davids. 
St.  Thomas 


Printing 

Printers 

General  Labour  

Federal  labour , 

Transport    

Locomotive  engineers  

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Clothing 

Rubber  workers 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Iron  moulders 

Stone  mounters 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Varnishers  and  polishers 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

Quarrymen 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour  

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Stone  cutters   

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters. . . 
Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Machinists  and  engineers  ........ 

Electrical  workers 

Allied  metal  mechanics 

Woodworking 

Carriage  makers 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Food  Preparation 

Bakers  and  confectioners 

Tobacco  

Cigar  makers 

Barbers 

Barbers 

Brewery  Workers 

Brewt^ry  Workers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour  . 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

Quarrymen  and  labourers 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 

Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Trade  or  Calling. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Class. 

Total  Number  of  Organi- 
zations in  Locality. 

Ontario—  Con. 

St.  Thomas — Con 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Printing 

i 

1 
1 

"l 
I 

5 

1 

1 

1 

"l 

"2 

"l 
1 

'  5 

2 

1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

"l 

""4 

Clothing 

1 

Tailors 

Tobacco 

Cigarmakers 

l 
l 
l 

2 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers , 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainman 

Barbers 

Barbers      ...    

Laundry  Workers 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

1 

16 

Sarnia 

Building 

Clothing . 

1 
1 

Tailors 

1 

General  Labour 

Transport 

1 

Locomotive  firemen . 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  engineers 

Longshoremen , , 

9 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

Building    

Bricklayers  and  masons 

1 
1 

1 

"i* 

Railroad  trainmen 

Barbers 

Transport 

i 

5 

Schreiber 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

i 

l 
i 
i 

1 

3 

Smith's  Falls... 

i 

i 
i 
i 
l 

i 

Railroad  conductors 

l 
l 
l 
l 

m 

11 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 


Ontario — Con. 
Stratford.. 


Streetsville 
Thorold  . . . 
Toronto  . . . 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 
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Bartenders 

Bartenders 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . . . 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Engineers 

Woodworking ...    

Woodworkers 

Printing 

Printers , .    . 

Clothing 

Garment  workers   

Food  Preparation 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters 

Tobacco    

Cigarmakers 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

^    Railroad  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen : 

Railroad  trainmen 

Barbers 

Barbers 

Transport.. 

Railway  trackmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour. 

Building ,. 

Bricklayers 

Stone  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Plasterers 

Lathers 

Stone  cutters 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  .... 

Builders'  labourers 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding . . . 

Iron  moulders   

Coremakers 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Apprentices 

Iron  workers 

Engineers 

Electrical  workers 

Brass  workers  and  metal  polishers 

Stove  mounters 

Blacksmiths 

Boilermakers  and  iron  shipbuilders 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Horseshoers 

Jewellers 

Woodworking  and  Furnishing 

Woodworkers 

Upholsterers 

Varnishers  and  polishers  ... 

Wood  carvers 

Carmen. 

Pattern  makers 

Gilders 


1 
1 


i 
1 


1 
1 
3 

L> 

1 

1 
•> 

1 

•) 


1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 

1 
1 
2 

1 
1 
1 


4 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

• 

1 
.. 

1 

1 

1 

I 


1 

1 

"t 

1 
1 
1 
"l 
1 
4 


1 
"l 


13 

1 
1 


10 


December,  1902 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


447 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CAR  ADA— Continued. 
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Glass  and  Kind  of  Organization. 
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Ontario— Cow. 

Printing  and  Allied  Trades 

5 

1 

3 

1 

2 

Mailers 

1 

5 

Tailors 

1 
2 


1 

5 

Boot  and  shoe  workers 

Food  Preparation ...    

Bakers  and  confectioners 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters 

1 

Bread  salesmen , 

1 

« 

1 

Tobacco  workers 

1 

Fur 

Furriers  and  fur  fleshers 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Railroad  trainmen 

2 

1 



Railway  trackmen 

Railroad  switchmen 

1 

1 

Cab  drivers  and  draymen , .    . 

1 

.... 

Teamsters 

1 

3 

1 

Civic  employees 

2 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

1 

Bartenders 

1 

Theatre  Employees 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Broom  Makers 

1 

1 

Broom  makers 

1 

* 

Stenographers 

1 

Musicians 

1 

1 

7 

88 

Trenton 

Woodivorkiny 

1 

Woodworkers 

i 

1 

Tweed  . 

Transport 

1 

Railway  trackmen 

l 

1 

Vermillion  Bay. 

Transport 

1 

Railway  trackmen 

l 

1 

Wallaceburg 

Tailors 

l 

1 

0 

, 

Glass  Manufacture 

2 

General  Labour 

1 

1 

4 

Waterloo . . 

1 

Upholsterers            ...               

1 

1 

1 

2 

448 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


December,  1902 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Concluded. 


Locality. 


Ontario — Con. 
Welland .. . 

Winchester 
Windsor.. . 


Woodstock 


York. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

General  Labour 

Federal  Labour 

Transport    

Railway  trackmen .    . .    .    

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters . 
Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Electrical  workers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Clothing 

Journeymen  tailors   .  . 

Transport , 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  switchmen 

Street  railway  employees 

Teamsters  and  expressmen..    . . 
Clerks 

Clerks  

General  Labour 

Federal  Labour 

Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Iron  moulders 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing . .    . 

Journeymen  tailors 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen  . , 

Transport    

Railroad  conductors 

Railroad  trainmen 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  Ontario. 
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THE  PENNSYLVANIA  COAL  STRIKE  AND  THE   COAL  SITUATION  IN 
CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 


IN  the  November  issue  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  an  attempt  was  made  to  ana- 
lyse, as  carefully  and  as  exhaustively  as 
possible  within  the  limits  of  time  and 
space  at  the  disposal  of  the  department, 
the  effects  of  the  strike  of  coal  miners  in 
the  anthracite  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
upon  the  general  industrial,  economic  and 


social  situation  throughout  the  Dominioi 
For  the  purpose  of  securing  as  comprt 
hensive  and  accurate  a  supply  of  inform: 
tion  on  this  subject  as  possible  a  specif 
investigation  was  undertaken  by  the  d< 
partment,  full  details  as  to  which  were  e: 
plained  in  the  article  in  question.  As  the: 
pointed  out,  there  have  been  few  industri 
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disturbances  more  far  reaching  in  their 
direct  and  indirect  results,  and  few  oc- 
currences of  recent  years  that  have  more 
clearly  demonstrated  the  interdependence 
not  only  of  individuals  and  of  industrial 
classes  but  of  whole  communities  and  na- 
tions as  well.  The  interest  of  Canada  in 
this  strike,  it  was  shown,  was,  in  point  of 
fact,  scarcely  less  immediate  and  acute 
than  that  of  the  country  in  which  the  dis- 
turbance occurred;  this,  as  was  fully  ex- 
plained in  a  special  subdivision  of  the 
article  dealing  with  coal  production  and 
supply  in  Canada,  being  due  to  the  some- 
what anomalous  fact  that  the  Dominion, 
though  possessed  of  extensive  and  exceed- 
ingly valuable  bituminous  areas,  was  pre- 
vented through  geographical  reasons  from 
availing  itself  to  the  full  of  its  natural  re- 
sources. Information  as  to  various  phases 
of  the  situation  created  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania strike  was  accordingly  requisitioned 
from  the  local  retail  coal  dealers  in  the 
principal  towns  and  cities  of  the  Domin- 
ion, from  the  several  coal-mining  compan- 
ies of  Canada,  and  from  the  department's 
staff  of  special  correspondents  situated  in 
the  different  Canadian  cities,  and  the  whole 
embodied  in  a  review  in  which  the  general 
results  of  the  strike  upon  trade,  prices, 
industrial  developments,  labour  condi- 
tions, social  life,  &c,  throughout  the  Do- 
minion were  treated  in  detail. 

The  present  article  is  devoted  to  a  re- 
view of  the  leading  developments  reported 
in  the  fuel  situation  in  Canada  during  the 
period  which  has  elapsed  since  the  final 
date  to  which  the  article  in  the  November 
Gazette  referred,  and  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  almost  entirely  supplemen- 
tary to  the  earlier  review.  The  cor- 
respondents of  the  Labour  Gazette 
alone  have  been  asked  to  supply  in- 
formation for  the  present  article,  though 
the  department  has  also  availed  itself  of 
the  reports  dealing  with  the  situation 
which  have  appeared  during  the  month  in 
the  local  press  of  the  Dominion.  Special 
reference  has  been  had  in  this  supplemen- 
tary article  as  to  the  general  effect  of  the 
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strike  upon:  first,  the  quantity  of  coal 
which  has  since  come  into  the  country; 
second,  the  price  of  coal  as  affected  there- 
by; third,  the  extent  to  which  the  embar- 
rassment of  the  situation  has  been  due  to 
lack  of  transportation  facilities,  and, 
fourth,  the  general  outlook  at  the  end  of 
the  month  as  to  the  fuel  supply  during  the 
coming  winter  season.  The  more  import- 
ant instances  of  action  on  the  part  of  mu- 
nicipalities during  the  past  month  have 
also  been  recorded. 

A  second  division  of  the  article  is  de- 
voted to  a  review  of  the  proceedings  before 
the  United  States  Coal  Commission  during 
the  month  just  closed. 

I.— THE    COAL    SITUATION    IN 
CANADA-. 

On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  devel- 
opments throughout  the  Dominion,  since 
the  termination  of  the  strike  on  October 
15,  have  shown  little  tendency  to  change, 
what  alterations  were  reported  having 
been  in  the  direction  of  alleviation  of  the 
situation.  To  a  certain  extent  the  report 
of  the  resumption  of  mining  alone  had  the 
effect  of  relieving  public  anxiety,  although 
the  output  of  the  mines  has  since  been  on 
a  considerably  smaller  scale  than  before 
the      strike.  For      the      same      reason 

the  failure  of  the  attempt,  towards  the 
close  of  the  month,  at  a  settlement  between 
the  operators  and  miners,  independently  of 
the  commission,  had  a  depressing  effect 
upon  the  situation.  The  mild  weather  was 
a  very  prominent  factor  in  preventing  the 
full  effects  of  the  fuel  stringency  from 
being  realized  during  November.  The 
fact  also  that  a  not  inconsiderable  portion 
of  the  Canadian  market  is  supplied  by 
water  transportation  had  the  effect  of  at- 
tracting more  of  the  supply  available  at  the 
mines  than  otherwise  would  have  come,  in 
view  of  the  near  approach  of  the  close  of 
the  season  of  navigation.  This,  while  bene- 
fiting certain  sections  of  the  Dominion, 
had  an  opposite  result  on  those  portions  de- 
pendent for  coal  wholly  on  transportation 
by  rail.  Thus  Manitoba  and  certain  divi- 
sions  of   Quebec   are   at   present   suffering 
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the  least  from  the  anthracite  famine, 
while  the  inland  points  of  western  Ontario 
are,  perhaps,  feeling  the  effects  most  keen- 
ly, owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  sup- 
plies for  rail  transportation  at  the  mines. 
The  resumption  of  coal  shipments  has  re- 
acted favourably  upon  various  trades  and 
industries  throughout  the  country,  long- 
shoremen, for  example,  having  been  excep- 
tionally busy  in  consequence,  and  certain 
manufactures  having  also  benefited.  The 
production  of  peat  was  reported  last  month 
as  being  carried  on  extensively,  and  min- 
ing operations  in  Nova  Scotia  and  through- 
out the  North-west  Territories  have  been 
on  a  scale  never  before  recorded  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Dominion. 

The  Present  Fuel  Supply. 

On  the  whole,  as  above  remarked,  the 
general  question  of  fuel  supply  through- 
out Canada  may  be  said  to  have  been  alle- 
viated by  the  termination  of  the  strike  and 
the  consequent  resumption  of  shipments  of 
anthracite  from  the  Pennsylvania  coal  re- 
gions. This,  as  also  pointed  out,  is  par- 
ticularly true  of  the  provinces  capable  of 
being  served  by  water  transportation.  Lead- 
ing points  of  information  secured  by  the 
department  as  to  developments  during  the 
past  month  in  this  connection  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Maritime  Provinces. — In  Halifax,  which 
may  be  taken  as  typical  of  conditions  pre- 
vailing in  those  parts  of  Nova  Scotia  not 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  mines,  the 
first  cargo  of  anthracite  coal  to  arrive  since 
October  15  was  on  December  1,  when  it 
retailed  at  $9.50  per  ton.  Similarly  in 
'Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  there  has  been  one 
cargo  only  of  240  tons  of  hard  coal  brought 
in  since  the  termination  of  the  strike,  and 
this  may  possibly  prove  the  last  of  the 
season.  St.  John,  N.B.,  dealers  had 
difficulty  in  securing  coal  at  the  Pictou 
mines,  but  obtained  a  plentiful  supply  at 
Sydney  of  the  bituminous  product  during 
the  month.  The  total  importation  from 
Nova  Scotia  mines  into  New  Brunswick 
was  not  materially  affected.  The  collier- 
ies situated  at  Sydney,  Pictou,  Spring  Hill 


and  Broad  Cove  were  the  leading  sources 
of  supply  for  St.  John  and  other  points  in 
New  Brunswick  during  the  month,  al- 
though two  schooners  from  New  York, 
with  250  and  240  tons  of  anthracite  respec- 
tively arrived,  and  a  further  supply  from 
the  same  source  was  expected  daily. 

Quebec. — At  Quebec  city,  the  first  cargo 
of  American  anthracite  received  after  the 
strike  had  ceased  was  on  November  11  by 
the  ss.  Bothnia,  from  Oswego,  N.Y.,  and 
consisted  of  about  1,182  tons.     Some    18 
canal  boats,  with  cargoes   averaging    155 
tons  each,  which  have  since  arrived,  bring 
the  total   quantity  of   anthracite  received 
during   the   month  up   to   5,314  tons,  the: 
quality  of  the  coal  being  reported  as  up  to 
the   standard.     Several    hundred    tons    of1 
hard  coal  have  also  been  received  by  Sher-| 
brooke  dealers  since  the  termination  of  thel 
strike,  the  city  having  previously  to  that! 
date  supplemented  its  stock  of  hard  coal 
with  bituminous,  and  consequently  findind 
it  necessary  now  to  add  considerably  to  itsfl 
usual  supply  of  the  latter.     At  Three  Kivi 
ers,  some  anxiety  is  being  felt,  owing  to  thai 
fact  that  only  one  barge  load  of  AmericarJ 
anthracite     arrived    during    the     month 
though  winter  stocks   are  far  from  conn 
pleted.     The  load,   moreover,   consisted  oi' 
only  227  tons,  and  was  disposed  of  withii 
two   hours   after   its   arrival.     As   naviga 
tion  must  shortly  close,  the  city  is  there 
fore  practically  dependent  upon  rail  trans 
portation  for  its  supply.     In  the  meantim< 
Welsh  coal  is  being  employed  for  heatinj 
purposes,  and  when  good  sleighing  come 
there  will  be,  it  is  expected,  an  abundanc 
of  wood.     St.  Hyacinthe  reports  having  rej 
ceived  100  tons  of  Lackawanna  coal  durin 
the  month.     In    Montreal,   the    increase 
scale  on  which  shipments    of    bituminou, 
coal  have  been  made  from  the  Nova  Scoti 
mines   during  the  past    few  weeks   (shij 
ments  to  the  St.  Lawrence  by  the  Domir 
ion  Coal  Company  alone  this  year  havin 
exceeded  those  of  any  other  year  by  300,00 
tons),  and  the  stocks  of  anthracite  receive 
since  October  15,  have  done  something 
restore  normal  conditions  in  the  local  fu 
market.    Small  purchases  of  anthracite  a) 
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alone  allowed,  but  while  the  temporary  de- 
mand is  being  on  the  whole  well  met,  a 
great  general  stringency  is  neverthe- 
less experienced.  All  the  eastern  cities 
of  Canada,  in  fact,  have  conspicu- 
ously profited  by  the  advantages  of 
water  traffic,  Sorel,  Chambly,  and  other 
places  south  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Chambly  canal  and 
Richelieu  river  having  received  sufficient 
supplies  of  coal  since  the  end  of  the  strike 
to  meet  all  requirements  for  the  coming 
season.  Only  about  75  tons  of  coal  have 
been  received  in  Hull,  however,  during  the 
month,  and  dealers  are  finding  it  impossi- 
ble to  fill  orders. 

Ontario. — In  the  province  of  Ontario, 
Ottawa  dealers  have  found  it  very  difficult 
to  obtain  anything  like  an  adequate  supply 
of  coal  since  November  1,  though  the  mild 
weather  of  the  early  part  of  the  month  did 
much  to  simplify  the  situation.  What 
coal  has  been  received  is  of  excellent  qual- 
ity. Ottawa  burns^  it  is  estimated,  500 
tons  of  anthracite  per  day  in  winter,  the 
ordinary  annual  importation  being  about 
60,000  tons,  whereas  this  year  only  about 
25,000  tons  have  been  received  from  Penn- 
sylvania. In  Kingston,  the  situation  is  re- 
ported as  unchanged  from  last  month. 
About  2,000  tons  of  anthracite  have  been 
distributed  in  the  vicinity  of  Belleville  dur- 
ing November,  and  plenty  of  fuel  for  the 
winter  is  reported  from  that  district.  The 
quantity  of  coal  received  in  Toronto  since 
the  end  of  the  strike  is  very  meagre  as 
compared  with  the  demand.  Some  dealers 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  any  supply 
whatever,  while  those  who  have  received 
their  coal  by  water  have  had  a  fair  supply 
of  large-sized  anthracite  coal  for  use  in 
furnaces,  but  very  little  of  the  smaller 
grades  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 
Some  32,722  tons  of  all  kinds  of  coal,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  harbour  mas- 
ter, have  reached  Toronto  by  water  between 
October  15  and  November  25,  the  quantity 
arriving  by  rail  being  estimated  at  about 
twice  that  figure.  The  supply  of  both 
(bituminous    and   anthracite   coal   arriving 

m  Hamilton  since  the  resumption  of  op- 
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erations  in  the  Pennsylvania  coal  districts 
is  estimated  to  be  about  equal  to  that  re- 
ceived while  the  strike  was  in  progress  * 
At  Dundas  a  shipment  of  anthracite  has 
been  received,  and  is  being  sold  in  half -ton 
lots.  Beamsville  reports  a  more  serious 
situation,  one  factory  being  in  danger  of 
closing  down  for  want  of  coal,  at  the  end 
of  the  month.  Similarly,  very  little  coal 
has  reached  Brantford  since  the  termina- 
tion of  the  strike.  In  Guelph,  the  cold 
weather  experienced  during  the  closing 
days  of  the  month  drew  attention  with 
additional  emphasis  to  the  shortage  exist- 
ing in  the  local  fuel  supply,  very  little  coal 
having  been  received  during  the  month, 
and  that  being  sold  either  to  the  large  con- 
sumers or  to  householders  in  smaller  quan- 
tities, in  neither  case  being  more  than  suf- 
ficient for  immediate  necessities.  All 
kinds  of  fuel  are  difficult  to  obtain  in 
Stratford,  hard  coal  arriving  only  at  in- 
tervals and  being  sold  in  small  quantities. 
The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  employees  have 
secured  250  cords  of  hard  wood  at  Luck- 
now,  the  company  allowing  them  a  rebate 
of  one-half  on  freight  rates.  About  1,500 
tons  of  coal  have  arrived  at  London  since 
October  15th.  The  usual  winter  supply 
for  this  city  amounts  to  about  60,000,  and 
not  more  than  10,000  tons  have  been  re- 
ceived since  April  1.  St.  Thomas  reports 
only  a  few  car-loads  of  hard  coal  delivered 
since  October  15.  In  Chatham  also  a 
scanty  supply  is  available.  At  Windsor, 
the  situation  remains  with  little  change 
from  last  month,  soft  coal,  wood  and  nat- 
ural gas  being  obtainable  in  the  usual 
quantities. 

Manitoba  and  tine  West. — The  closing  of 
the  strike  in  Pennsylvania  has  enabled 
dealers  in  Winnipeg  to  meet  the  demand 
for  anthracite  without  unusual  difficulty. 
Deliveries  were  comparatively  free  imme- 
diately after  the  resumption  of  mining  op- 
erations, though  a  slight  stringency  was 
again  experienced  towards  the  end  of  No- 
vember. The  fact  that  in  anticipation  of 
the  close  of  navigation  the  demand  of  this 
section  of  the  country  were  complied  with 
among  the    first,   accounts    for    this.     At 
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Brandon,  320  tons  of  anthracite  has  been 
received  from  Fort  William  and  60  tons 
of  Souris  coal  during  the  month.  The  sup- 
ply of  bituminous  coal  and  lignite  from 
the  mines  of  Souris,  Lethbridge  and  other 
points  in  the  west  has  been  governed  solely 
by  the  facilities  at  the  command  of  the 
transportation  companies.  On  the  whole, 
with  local  exceptions,  no  great  anxiety  as 
to  the  present  fuel  supply  is  being  felt  in 
the  larger  centres  of  population.  In  Bri- 
tish Columbia,  as  was  explained  in  detail 
in  the  November  Gazette,  the  effects  of  the 
Pennsylvania  strike  were  of  a  very  second- 
ary nature.  At  New  Westminster,  for  ex- 
ample, no  Pennsylvania  coal  is  used  except 
for  blacksmithing  purposes,  and  that  to  the 
extent  of  only  about  100  tons  annually. 
Similarly  in  Vancouver,  Victoria  and  Na- 
naimo,  there  were  no  abnormal  features  re- 
ported during  the  past  month  in  the  local 
fuel  situation,  the  mines  of  the  province 
supplying  the  great  bulk  of  the  product 
consumed  and  the  problem  of  the  fuel  sup- 
ply being  for  all  practical  purposes  wholly 
unaffected  by  the  occurrences  which  have 
produced  such  far-reaching  results  in  the 
provinces  of  the  Dominion  dependent  upon 
the  Pennsylvania  mines  as  their  chief 
source  of  supply. 

The  Movement  of  Prices  during 
November. 

On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the 
effect  of  the  termination  of  the  strike  in 
Pennsylvania  was  to  relieve  the  high  ten- 
sion at  which  prices  ruled  prior  to  the  set- 
tlement. This,  however,  was  dependent 
largely  on  the  extent  to  which  the  settle- 
ment rendered  available  a  supply  of  fuel 
adequate  to  the  particular  localities  in 
question.  Thus,  in  Ontario,  more  special- 
ly in  the  districts  which  can  be  reached 
only  by  rail  transportation,  little  or  no  re- 
duction in  the  prices  obtaining  in  the  fuel 
market  during  October  were  reported.  The 
preceding  section  of  this  article  will,  how- 
ever, have  thrown  sufficient  light  upon  this 
phase  of  the  question.  Puller  particulars 
by  localities  as  to  fuel  prices  during  the 
past  month  are  as  follows : — 


Maritime  Provinces. — In  Halifax,  the 
prices  of  soft  coal,  coke  and  wood  had  a 
manifestly  upward  tendency  during  the 
month  from  those  quoted  in  the  Novem- 
ber Gazette,  though  in  Prince  Edward 
Island  no  changes  were  reported.  In  St. 
John,  N.B.,  also,  coal  prices  remained 
about  the  same,  viz.,  $6.80  to  $8.25  per  caul- 
dron, the  prices  ruling  for  the  anthracite 
received  from  New  York  during  the  month 
being  $9  per  ton  delivered,  the  chestnut 
selling  for  $6  per  ton. 

Quebec. — On  November  12,  $10  per  ton, 
delivered,  was  asked  by  coal  dealers  in  the 
city  of   Quebec  for  American   anthracite, 
and  the  same  price  was  current  at  the  close 
of  the  month.     The  fact  that  a  number  of 
consumers  had  already  secured  a  supply  of 
soft  coal  and  wood  for  the  winter  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  the  shipments  referred  to 
above,  had  the  effect  of  reducing  the  de- 
mand for  anthracite.     Considerable  dissa- 
tisfaction is  expressed  over  the  high  level  of 
prices    maintained    by    the    dealers.     Soft 
coal  prices  have  remained  steady,  but  the 
price  of  wood,  with  increased  stocks  offer- 
ing   and   fewer   purchasers,    has   declined 
fully  20  per    cent.     At    Sherbrooke,   soft 
coalf    prices    have    remained    with    little 
change,     while     anthracite     has     declined 
slightly  and  is  now  selling  at    $7.75    per 
ton.     The  price  of  wood  has  dropped    to 
$4  and  $4.50  per  cord,  or  about  the  same 
as  that  current  last  year  in  November.   At 
Three  Bivers  anthracite  sold  at  from  $8  to 
$8.50  per  ton  during  the  month,  Welsh  coal 
at  $7.50  per  ton,  and  soft  coal  at  from  $5 
to  $5.25  per  ton.     Hard  wood  sold  at  the 
following  prices: — 20-inch,  $3.25  per  cord; 
24-inch,  $3.75 ;  36-inch,  $5.50.     Mixed  wood 
sold    as    follows : — 20-inch,    $3 ;    24-inch, 
$3.40,  and  36-inch,  $4.50  and  $4.75.     At  St. 
Hyacinthe,  $8.50  per  ton  was    asked    for 
Lackawanna  coal,  the    price    of  wood  re- 
maining   unchanged.     In     Montreal,     the 
general  price  obtained  for  anthracite  dur- 
ing   November    was    $7.50    per    ton.     The 
price  of  the  wood  which  certain  citizens 
brought  into  the  city  for  public  sale  and 
distribution  ranged  from  $4.50  to  $8.50  per 
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cord,  according  to  quality,  that  being  the 
cost  price.  At  Hull,  prices  followed  the 
Ottawa  market  during  the  month,  namely, 
$8.50  per  ton. 

Ontario. — Prices  in  Ottawa  have  not  de- 
creased since  October  15,  and  the  tendency 
is  towards  the  maintenance  for  the  present 
of  current  quotations,  namely,  $8.50  per 
ton.  Different  prices  are  asked  for  differ- 
ent grades.  A  ton,  half  Welsh  and  half  an- 
thracite, sold  at  $9.05,  the  increased  price 
being  due  to  the  expense  of  laying  the 
Welsh  article  down  in  Ottawa.  In  order 
to  dispose  of  the  Welsh  coal  in  hand, 
bought  at  an  enhanced  price  previous  to 
the  termination  of  the  strike,  several  Ot- 
tawa dealers  have  refused  to  sell  except 
upon  the  basis  above  mentioned.  The  city 
council  has  decided  that  2,000  tons  of  the 
Welsh  anthracite  ordered  by  the  city 
should  be  placed  on  the  market  at  $8  per 
ton.  At  Kingston,  the  trend  of  prices  has 
been  downward  during  the  month,  and 
hard  coal  is  now  quoted  at  from  $7  to  $7.50 
per  ton.  The  latter  price  also  obtains  in 
Belleville.  At  Peterborough,  anthracite 
sold  at  $8  during  the  month,  and  good  hard 
wood  at  from  $7  to  $7.50  per  cord.  In  To- 
ronto, the  trend  of  prices  during  November 
was  downward,  anthracite  in  small  quan- 
tities being  obtainable  at  $8  per  ton,  and 
soft  coal,  of  a  size  and  quality  suitable  for 
furnaces  and  kitchen  ranges,  at  $7  per  ton. 
Good  wood,  cut  and  split,  sold  for  $9  per 
cord.  In  Hamilton,  the  prices  of  coal  since 
October  15  have  been:  Bituminous,  $6  to 
$7;  anthracite,  $8,  or  about  $2  in  advance 
of  the  usual  price.  At  Dundas,  $7  per  ton 
was  asked  for  anthracite  received  during 
the  month.  The  first  consignment  of  an- 
thracite which  reached  the  city  of  Brant- 
ford  after  the  termination  of  the  strike 
>old  for  $10  per  ton,  but  on  the  arrival  of 
two  other  shipments  shortly  after,  the  price 
fell  to  $8.  Prices  of  hard  wood  in  the  same 
-ity  dropped  from  $9.25  to  $8  per  cord  for 
1-foot  wood.  Gas  and  peat  prices  have 
naintained  their  high  level.  At  Guelph, 
lard  coal  sold  at  $8  per  ton,  soft  coal  at 
£6.50,  best  wood  at  $8.25  per  cord,  while  an 


inferior  quality  brought  $5.25  per  cord. 
This  represents  a  slight  decrease  in  the 
price  of  coal  and  of  second  grade  wood. 
The  prevailing  price  of  hard  coal  in  Strat- 
ford throughout  the  month  was  $8  per  ton, 
and  of  soft  coal,  of  which  the  supply  was 
more  abundant,  $7.50  per  ton;  hard  wood 
sold  at  from  $8.50  to  $9  per  cord,  and  soft 
wood  at  $6.  At  London,  coal  sold  at  $8 
per  ton  to  those  who  did  not  place  their 
orders  during  the  summer,  and  at  $7  to 
those  who  did.  The  price  last  year  was 
$6.50.  Coal  oil  at  London  and  Woodstock 
has  advanced  in  price  from  15c  to  18c  a 
gallon.  Coal  sold  at  St.  Thomas  at  $8  per 
ton,  and  wood  at  $2.50  to  $3  per  cord,  short. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — With  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  settlement  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania strike,  the  price  of  anthracite  in 
Winnipeg  dropped  nearly  to  its  normal 
level,  many  sales  being  made  at  $11  per 
ton.  Later,  however,  the  price  rose  to 
$13.50,  at  which  rate  deliveries  were  being 
made  at  the  close  of  the  month.  Prices 
of  soft  coal  in  the  meantime  did  not  vary. 
The  same  remark  obtains,  with  local  modi- 
fications, with  regard  to  the  other  leading 
towns  and  cities  of  the  west  which  came 
within  the  influence  of  the  recent  disturb- 
ance of  normal  market  conditions.  At 
Brandon,  anthracite  dropped  from  $20  to 
$12  a  ton,  there  being  no  change  in  the 
price  of  bituminous  coal  and  wood  from 
last  month. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

Apart  from  the  inadequacy  of  the  sup- 
ply of  anthracite  due  to  the  prolonged 
cessation  of  operations  in  the  Pennsylva- 
nia mines,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  case  that 
no  small  part  of  the  stringency  at  present 
prevailing  in  the  coal  situation  in  Canada 
is  due  to  the  insufficiency  of  transport  fa- 
cilities for  handling  what  coal  there  is  to 
be  obtained.  As  pointed  out  in  the  No- 
vember issue  of  the  Gazette,  the  problem 
of  the  coal  supply  of  Canada  is  very  large- 
ly one  of  transportation,  though,  of  course, 
the  absence  of  anthracite  in  the  coal  bear- 
ing areas  of  the  Dominion  would  make  this 
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country  dependent  upon  the  United  States 
in  any  case  for  its  supply  of  that  commod- 
ity. The  bituminous  deposits  of  Nova 
Scotia  and  British  Columbia,  however,  are 
so  extensive  and  of  such  excellent  quality 
that  it  is  only  the  geographical  situation 
of  these  provinces  and  the  consequent 
transportation  charges  that  prevents  them 
from  supplying  the  entire  Dominion. 
In  addition  to  the  ordinary  difficulties  of 
the  case,  however,  the  fact  that  the  rail- 
way companies  have  had,  during  the  past 
few  weeks,  to  supply  a  demand  which  in 
ordinary  years  is  extended  over  the  entire 
summer  season,  and  that  also  in  the  midst 
of  a  period  when  the  extraordinary  pros- 
perity of  the  country  is  already  taxing  its 
railways  to  the  utmost,  has  added  exceed- 
ingly to  the  difficulty  of  the  situation. 
The  railways  also  have  had  to  contend  dur- 
ing the  past  few  weeks  with  the  preference 
given  at  the  mines  to  the  water  transporta- 
tion companies  in  the  matter  of  a  supply. 
Something  of  the  varying  phases  of  this 
transportation  stringency  throughout  Can- 
ada may  be  learned  from  the  following 
brief  notes  of  its  characteristic  features  in 
the  several  leading  cities  of  the  Dominion. 

Maritime  Provinces. — At  Halifax,  and 
throughout  Nova  Scotia  generally,  there 
seems  to  have  been  no  particularly  active 
demand  on  transportation  facilities  arising 
out  of  the  coal  situation  during  the  past 

• 

month,  apart  from  that  reported  in  connec- 
tion with  the  increased  output  of  the  bitu- 
minous mines  of  the  province.  In  Prince 
Edward  Island,  likewise,  no  extraordinary 
demand  for  transportation  has  recently  de- 
veloped, and  the  companies  have  proved 
equal  to  the  occasion.  New  Brunswick, 
however,  has  suffered  considerably  from 
the  inability  of  the  railway  companies  to 
handle  the  output  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
mines  with  the  expedition  required  by  the 
occasion. 

Quebec. — As  above  pointed  out,  the  late 
closing  of  navigation  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  the  province  of  Quebec  in  the 
matter  of  relieving  the  stringency  of  the 
past  few  weeks.       Until  the  close  of  the 


month,  in  fact,  the  transportation  compan- 
ies had,  on  the  whole,  with  local  excep- 
tions, fairly  well  met  the  increased  demand 
on  their  facilities.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  the  cities  of  Quebec,  Montreal  and 
Sherbrooke.  Three  Bivers,  however,  as 
already  stated,  will  be  dependent  on  all-rail 
coal  for  the  winter,  and  at  St.  Hyacinthe 
coal  dealers  are  greatly  embarrassed  by 
the  limited  number  of  cars  which  the  rail- 
way company  are  able  to  place  at  their 
disposal.  The  inadequacy  of  the  supply) 
at  Hull  also  is  very  largely  due  to  the  in- 
capacity of  the  railways,  the  matter  oft 
securing  return  freights  being,  in  this  case, 
perhaps  the  most  embarrassing  feature  off 
the  situation. 

Ontario. — The  scarcity  of  cars  is  also  a 
leading  cause  of  the  lack  of  coal  supp 
reported  at  Ottawa.  At  Kingston  tb 
transportation  companies  are  reported  tc 
be  meeting  the  increased  demands  on  thei 
facilities  as  well  as  usual,  boats  reporting 
that  they  have  been  kept  waiting  8  or  1( 
days  for  a  cargo  of  coal  at  American  ports 
Vessel  owners  during  the  month  charged  $ 
per  ton  freight  from  Oswego  to  Belleville 
Deseronto  and  Trenton.  Toronto  dealer 
state  that  the  demand  for  transportatioi 
facilities  was  very  poorly  met  throughout 
the  month,  and  that  it  was  extremely  diffi 
cult  to  obtain  the  necessary  cars.  Th 
car  famine  is,  in  fact,  being  felt  in  all  line 
of  business,  but,  from  the  nature  of  th 
case,  is  most  apparent  in  connection  wit 
the  urgent  necessity  of  securing  a  suppl 
of  fuel  before  the  setting  in  of  winter.  A 
Hamilton  the  transportation  problem  hfi 
been,  on  the  whole,  better  met,  though  tl 
shortage  of  cars  is  felt  there  as  well 
elsewhere.  It  is  in  the  inland  portion 
western  Ontario,  perhaps,  that  conditio 
have  been  most  embarrassing  during 
past  month.  The  car  famine  there  h 
been  particularly  severe,  and  there  h 
been  much  difficulty  experienced  in  the  o 
taining  of  supplies  at  the  mines  for  the 
points.  At  Brantford  not  only  has  ve: 
little  coal  been  received,  but  it  has  be( 
found  very  difficult  to  obtain  wood  fro 
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points  necessitating  handling  by  transpor- 
tation companies.  Similarly  at  Guelph 
great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
getting  cars  for  hauling  wood,  the  high 
price  of  coal  having  greatly  increased  the 
consumption  of  wood  as  fuel  in  that  vicin- 
ity. At  London  it  is  reported  that  coal 
has  taken  two  weeks  and  over  to  come 
fiom  the  Pennsylvania  mines  to  that  city. 
A  large  quantity  of  soft  coal  was  landed 
at  Port  Stanley  by  boat  during  the  month, 
and  has  had  a  considerable  effect  on  the 
local  situation. 

Manitoba  and  the  west. — The  main  fea- 
tures of  the  present  situation  in  Manitoba, 
i'.i  relation  to  the  transportation  problem, 
have  been  already  referred  to  in  outline. 
Considerable  anthracite  has  gone  in  by 
way  of  the  great  lakes,  but  in  the  matter 
of  the  marketing  of  the  products  of  the 
Souris,  Lethbridge  and  other  mines  of 
western  Canada,  very  serious  complaints 
were  registered  during  the  month  concern- 
ing the  lack  of  transportation  facilities. 
The  very  heavy  demand  upon  the  railway 
companies  in  connection  with  the  exceed- 
ingly bountiful  grain  crop  of  the  west  this 
year  has  still  further  increased  the  diffi- 
culties of  the  situation.  With  regard  to 
British  Columbia  the  situation  shows  no 
alteration  from  that  of  former  years. 

Municipal  and  other  Corporate  Action. 

There  have  been  a  number  of  instances 
of  action  taken  in  connection  with  the  fuel 
stringency  by  municipalities  and  other  cor- 
porate bodies  during  November.  The 
Teamsters'  Union  and  the  Trades  and  La- 
bour Council  of  St.  John,  N.B.,  imported 
five  car-loads  of  coal  from  Broad  Cove 
Mines,  Cape  Breton,  and  delivered  it  from 
the  cars  at  $6.80  per  cauldron.  At  Quebec 
the  Citizens'  Committee,  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, and  composed  in  the  main  of  the 
clergy  of  all  denominations  and  the  officers 
of  the  various  charitable  societies,  adjourn- 
ed subject  to  the  call  of  the  chairman 
without  taking  action.  Mention  has  been 
made  above  of  the  action  of  the  mayor  and 
other  gentlemen  of  the  city  of  Montreal  in 


establishing  fuel  yards  in  different  parts 
of  that  city,  from  which  wood  is  now 
being  retailed  at  cost.  The  supply  of 
Welsh  and  bituminous  coal  purchased  by 
the  municipality  of  the  city  of  Ottawa  ar- 
rived during  November,  the  latter  being 
sold  rapidly.  Sales  of  the  Welsh  coal, 
however,  were  very  slack  throughout  Nov- 
ember, the  coal  being  quoted  at  $12  a  ton 
until  the  close  of  the  month.  No  further 
municipal  action  was  reported  from  King- 
ston during  November.  The  municipal 
fuel  yards  in  Toronto  were  in  full  oper- 
ation during  the  month,  the  commissioner 
reporting  on  the  19th  to  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol that  997  loads  of  fuel  in  the  aggregate 
had  been  delivered  from  four  yards.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  for  bringing  about 
3,700  tons  of  Welsh  coal,  ordered  by  the 
city,  by  water  from  Montreal.  A  consider- 
able loss,  it  is  estimated,  will  be  sustained 
by  the  city  in  its  fuel  operations.  The 
selling  of  coal  and  wood  by  the  municipal- 
ity of  Hamilton  was  discontinued  during 
November.  The  suit  for  $5,000  brought 
by  one  of  the  local  coal  dealers  against  the 
municipality  for  failing  to  accept  the  bal- 
ance of  an  order  of  soft  coal  at  $8  per  ton 
will  be  defended.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
city  council  late  in  the  month  the  mayor 
was  instructed  to  appoint  a  special  com- 
mittee to  wait  upon  the  Ontario  legislature 
to  obtain  power  to  maintain  a  municipal 
coal  and  wood  yard.  At  Brantford  the 
establishment  of  two  municipal  fuel  yards 
considerably  alleviated  the  situation  dur- 
ing the  month,  855  cords  of  wood  having 
been  received  by  the  city,  and  320  cords 
delivered.  A  small  quantity  of  wood  pur- 
chased by  the  city  council  of  Guelph  ar- 
rived during  November,  but  it  was  found 
difficult  to  obtain  a  supply,  and  that  re- 
ceived was  only  of  average  quality.  The 
municipal  wood  yard  at  London  continues 
to  sell  wood,  hardwood  bringing  $7.50  per 
cord,  long. 

The  Outlook. 

With  regard  to  the  outlook  little  can  be 
added  to  what  is  implied  in  the  foregoing 
statement   as   to   the   developments   in   the 
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fuel  situation  reported  in  Canada  during 
the  month  of  November.  What  modifica- 
tion of  the  general  outlook  has  occurred 
has  been,  on  the  whole,  in  the  direction  of 
relief  from  the  stringency  under  which  the 
market  was  labouring  prior  to  the  termin- 
ation of  the  strike,  though  it  should  be 
borne  in  mind  that  local  instances  to  the 
contrary  are  far  from  infrequent. 

Maritime  Provinces.— In  Nova  Scotia 
at  present  no  anxiety  is  being  felt  as  to  the 
supply  of  coal  for  the  coming  winter. 
Considerable  anthracite  is  reported  as  on 
the  way  to  Halifax,  and  orders  for  the 
same  are  being  taken  at  $8  per  ton.  Hali- 
fax coal  dealers  are  anticipating  a  gradual 
lowering  of  the  price,  until,  by  January  1, 
the  normal  level  will  be  attained  and  the 
supply  equal  to  all  requirements.  The 
Prince  Edward  Island  supply  depends  con- 
siderably on  the  date  of  the  closing  of  na- 
vigation. If  weather  conditions  during 
the  first  half  of  December  prove  favour- 
able ample  coal  for  the  winter  will  be  laid 
in  at  Charlottetown.  Similarly  at  St. 
John,  N.B.,  coal  is  arriving  daily  from 
Cape  Breton  in  quantities  that  relieve  all 
immediate  anxiety. 

Queoec. — At  Quebec  the  supply  received 
during  the  month  is  sufficient  for  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  city  for  some  time  to  come, 
this  being  particularly  true  of  fuel  other 
than  anthracite  coal.  The  scarcity  of 
coke,  however,  which  is  the  fuel  generally 
used  to  heat  new  buildings,  will  cause  in- 
convenience in  the  inside  building  trades 
during  the  coming  winter.  Sherbrooke 
wholesale  dealers,  though  anticipating  a 
scarcity  throughout  the  winter,  will  be  able 
to  supply  customers  in  small  quantities, 
and  no  further  increase  in  price  is  contem- 
plated. Three  Rivers,  as  previously  sta- 
ted, is  dependent  upon  all-rail  coal  for  its 
supply  for  the  coming  winter,  and  until 
December  15  no  idea  of  the  quantity  thus 
obtainable  can  be  arrived  at.  Coal  mer- 
chants at  St.  Hyacinthe  also  do  not  expect 
to  receive  more  anthracite  until  December 
15,  and  the  prospects  in  that  city  for  the 
coming  winter  are  not  of  the  most  hopeful. 


With  the  close  of  navigation  Montreal  will 
also  receive  a  more  restricted  volume  of 
supply  than  has  come  into  the  city  during 
the  past  five  weeks.  In  spite  of  the  efforts 
put  forth  to  take  full  advantage  of  the 
period  of  open  inland  navigation,  the  sup- 
ply of  anthracite  received  in  Montreal  up 
to  November  30  is  extremely  small,  as 
compared  with  the  normal  consumption  of 
that  city.  In  Hull  the  abundant  supply 
of  mill  wood  goes  far  to  meet  the  strin- 
gency caused  by  the  almost  total  scarcity 
of  coal. 

Ontario. — With  regard  to  the  outlook  in 
Ottawa,  no  real  hardship  is  anticipated, 
but  customers  will  probably  have  to  be  sa- 
tisfied with  small  quantities  at  a  time 
from  dealers.  A  slight  advance  in  price 
is  looked  forward  to  in  Kingston  as  the 
season  advances.  There  is  plenty  of  fuel 
available  for  Belleville  and  district  during 
the  coming  winter,  hardwood  being  abun- 
dant in  that  locality  and  being  extensively 
used  by  householders  in  the  absence  of 
coal.  Hardwood  similarly  is  abundant  at 
Peterborough,  but  the  supply  of  coal  on 
hand  will  permit  the  retailing  of  it  only 
in  small  quantities.  At  Toronto  there  will 
be  an  ample  supply  of  soft  coal  throughout 
the  winter,  at  present  or  perhaps  lower 
rates,  but  that  and  wood  must  constitute 
the  main  supply  of  the  city's  fuel,  it  being 
generally  admitted  that  anthracite  will  not 
be  available  for  some  time  to  come  in 
quantities  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand. 
The  city  of  Hamilton  likewise  will  be 
forced  to  depend  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  on  substitutes  for  anthracite  for 
fuel,  though  no  pronounced  inconvenience 
is  anticipated.  Brantford  and  other  in- 
land points  in  Ontario  will  benefit,  as  above 
remarked,  by  the  close  of  navigation,  which 
will  increase  the  supply  of  coal  available 
at  the  mines  for  haulage  by  rail.  Wood 
is  abundant  at  Brantford  and  prompt  de- 
liveries may  be  secured  from  the  farmers 
of  the  district.  In  the  meantime  the  limit- 
ed supply  and  high  prices  of  coal  are  caus- 
ing much  inconvenience.  At  Guelph  much 
anxiety  is  felt  over  the  situation;  few  citi- 
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£ens  have  any  supply  of  fuel  on  hand,  and 
only  a  very  small  quantity  can  be  obtain- 
ed. A  sudden  advent  of  cold  weather 
would  undoubtedly  cause  much  inconveni- 
ence and  distress  in  this  locality.  The 
plan  of  distributing  coal  in  small  quanti- 
ties to  each  consumer  will,  it  is  thought, 
prove  successful  in  tiding  over  the  coming 
winter  at  Stratford.  In  London,  however, 
the  outlook  is  very  discouraging,  and  not 
more  than  half  the  usual  supply  is  expect- 
ed. St.  Thomas,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a 
half  supply  already  received,  and  dealers 
have  no  apprehension  concerning  the  bal- 
ance when  required. 

Manitoba  and  the  west. — At  Winnipeg, 
and  the  leading  centres  of  population 
througnout  the  west,  no  deep  anxiety  is 
being  felt,  in  spite  of  the  manifest  diffi- 
culty of  securing  transportation  facilities 
at  the  mines  of  the  west.  Should  there  be 
a  shortage  of  coal  at  Winnipeg  there  will 
be  sufficient  wood  at  points  adjacent,  and 
the  freezing  up  of  the  swamps  and  the  ad- 
vent of  sleighing  will  assist  in  rendering 
this  form  of  supply  available.  It  is  an- 
nounced also  that  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass 
mines  will  have  an  increased  supply  avail- 
able for  the  western  market  after  the  first 

)f  the  year.  At  Brandon,  however,  the 
outlook  for  a  sufficient  fuel  supply  for  the 
"winter  is  serious,  and  there  is  suffering  in 
a   number   of   the    country   places    of   the 

listrict. 

CI.— REVIEW  OF  THE  PROCEEDINGS 
BEFORE  THE  UNITED  STATES  COAL 
COMMISSION  DURING  NOVEMBER. 

In  the   November   issue   of  the  Labour 

Gazette  a  review  of  the  strike  of  Pennsyl- 

/ania  anthracite  coal  miners  was  published 

md  the  leading  particulars  as  to  the  origin, 

)rogress  and  settlement  of  that  protracted 

ndustrial  disturbance  given  in  connection 

v7ith  an  analysis  of  its  general  effects  upon 

ocial,  economic  and  industrial  conditions 

n  Canada.     As  was  then  stated,  the  min- 

rs  returned  to  work  on  October  23rd,  on 

tie  appointment  by  the  President  of  the 

United  States  of  a  commission  to  investi- 

ate  the  points  at  issue  between  the  mine 


operators  and  their  employees,  the  award 
of  the  commission  to  be  binding  upon  both 
parties. 

The  initial  meeting  of  the  commission 
was  held  on  Friday,  October  24,  when  its 
final  organization  was  completed,  and  an 
announcement  made  as  to  the  times  and 
places  at  which  hearings  would  be  given. 
Prior  to  the  end  of  October,  it  was  also 
announced  that  whatever  might  be  the 
terms  of  settlement  finally  arranged  in  re- 
gard to  the  various  matters  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  miners  and  the  owners,  they 
should  date  in  their  effect  from  Novem- 
ber 1. 

Prior  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  com- 
mission during  the  past  month  for  the 
hearing  of  evidence,  a  statement  of  the 
mine  workers'  case  was  filed  with  the  com- 
mission on  November  4.  It  reiterated  the 
demands  formulated  by  the  Shamokin  con- 
vention held  in  March,  for  the  enforcement 
of  which  the  strike  was  inaugurated.  The 
full  text  of  these  may  be  read  in  the  La- 
bour Gazette  for  November.  Copies  of  the 
statement  were  furnished  to  the  operators 
on  November  11.  On  November  7,  a  large 
part  of  the  individual  operators  in  the 
Lackawanna  and  Wyoming  coal  regions 
had  agreed  to  become  parties  before  the 
commission  and  to  accept  its  decision. 
The  presidents  of  the  coal  companies  de- 
nounced the  demand  for  20  per  cent  in- 
crease in  wages  on  piece-work  as  '  arbi- 
trary, unreasonable  and  unjust,'  denied  that 
the  present  rate  of  wages  is  lower  than  is 
paid  in  other  occupations,  and  generally 
held  that  the  anthracite  regions  of  Penn- 
sylvania were  amongst  the  most  prosper- 
ous for  labour  in  the  United  States.  A 
feature  of  the  replies  was  the  avoidance  of 
any  official  recognition  of  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America. 

November  Sittings  of  the  Commission. 

With  these  preliminary  statements  in 
hand,  the  commission  of  arbitration  held 
its  first  public  session  for  the  hearing  of 
evidence  at  Scranton,  Pa.,  on  November 
14,  the  workmen  being  first  called  upon  to 
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present  their  argument.  President  John 
Mitchell,  of  the  United  Mine  Workers,  was 
the  first  witness  examined.  He  dwelt  in  de- 
tail on  the  reasons  for  the  various  demands 
of  the  mine  workers,  the  substance  of  which 
had  been  given  previously.  The  responsi- 
bility of  the  mine  workers'  organization 
was  also  dealt  with  at  length,  and  a  plan 
for  the  settlement  of  grievances  outlined. 
Mr.  Mitchell  concluded  with  a  protest 
against  the  forcing  of  children  into  the 
mines  and  breakers  at  so  early  an  age. 
The  cross-examination  followed  on  No- 
vember 15  throughout  both  sessions  of  the 
commission.  On  the  17th  also,  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  president  of  the  miners' 
union  consumed  the  entire  sessions  of  the 
commission,  the  chief  points  under  discus- 
sion being  the  question  of  the  responsibil- 
ity of  the  union  for  alleged  acts  of  lawless- 
ness committed  during  the  progress  of  the 
recent  strike.  The  status  of  the  non-union 
men  who  continued  at  work  during  the 
strike  was  also  defined  on  the  17th,  they 
not  being  allowed  representation  by  coun- 
sel unless  guaranteeing  submission  to  the 
award  of  the  commission.  On  November 
18.  President  Mitchell,  for  the  fourth  suc- 
cessive day,  occupied  the  stand,  the  pro- 
longed nature  of  the  examination  causing 
considerable  difficulty  to  the  arbitrators, 
especially  in  view  of  the  decisive  stand 
taken  by  both  parties  to  the  dispute  as  to 
the  recognition  of  the  miners'  union.  The 
evidence  of  President  Mitchell  was  com- 
pleted at  noon  on  November  19.  Evidence 
as  to  living  conditions  in  the  mining  re- 
gions followed. 

Attempted  Settlement  by  Agreement. 

An  important  development  was  reported 
on  November  21,  when  the  mine  workers, 
through  their  representatives,  agreed  with 
the  mine  owners  to  attempt  to  settle  the 


differences  between  the  parties  outside  of 
the  commission.  The  proposition  was  made 
on  a  compromise  basis.  The  tendency  to- 
wards an  extreme  prolongation  of  the  pro- 
ceedings before  the  commission  was  stated 
to  be  the  chief  reason  for  the  new  and 
separate  attempt  at  a  settlement.  The  com- 
mission accordingly  adjourned  on  Novem- 
ber 22,  to  meet  on  December  3,  in  order 
that  in  the  interval  an  agreement  on  the 
points  in  dispute  might  be  arrived  at  by 
the  contesting  parties,  a  '  conciliation  1 
committee  being  appointed  so  that  the 
wishes  of  the  commission  might  be  offi- 
cially voiced  with  regard  to  any  matter 
which  might  arise  in  the  interval,  as  the 
commission  still  assumed  the  responsibility 
for  the  final  award  to  be  made.  By  No- 
vember 26,  however,  the  attempt  at  an  in- 
dependent settlement  proved  futile,  on  the 
refusal  by  the  officers  of  the  coal  operators 
to  consent  to  an  interview  with  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Mine  Workers'  Union.  The 
reason  alleged  by  a  number  of  the  inde- 
pendent operators  was  that  a  settlement 
before  evidence  had  been  presented  to  the 
commission  in  reply  to  that  of  the  miners 
would,  in  the  eyes  of  the  public,  amount  to 
a  confession  that  they  had  been  guilty  of 
the  offences  charged  against  them.  The 
settlement  on  any  other  terms,  it  was 
claimed,  than  by  the  award  of  the  commis- 
sion, would  not  only  prolong  the  troubles 
of  the  past,  but  would  so  magnify  them 
as  to  render  them  unbearable.  At  the  close 
of  the  month,  accordingly,  no  further  pro- 
gress had  been  made  towards  a  final  settle- 
ment on  the  independent  basis  proposed  od 
November  21,  and  the  reassembling  of  th< 
commission  on  December  3  was  being  look 
ed  forward  to  as  the  sole  means  at  the  dis- 
posal of  those  interested  in  the  termina 
tion  of  this  long-standing  dispute. 
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III.  LOCOMOTIVE  FIREMEN. 


IN  the  October  number  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  there  was  published  the  second 
of  a  series  of  statistical  tables  on  the  cur- 
rent rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  employ- 
ment of  locomotive  engineers  on  the  several 
railways  in  Canada.  In  the  present  number 
corresponding  tables  for  locomotive  fire- 
men are  published.  These  tables  form 
part  of  the  series  of  statistical  tables  of 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour  of  the 
several  classes  of  employees  on  the  rail- 
ways of  the  Dominion.  The  series  was 
commenced  in  the  September  number  of 
the  Gazette  with  an  article  giving  particu- 
lars as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  investi- 
gation upon  which  these  tables  are  based 
was  carried  on  and  the  methods  of  classi- 
fication adopted  in  tabulating  the  results 
of  the  investigation.  In  that  number  was 
also  published  the  first  tables  of  the  series 
giving  the  current  rates  of  wages  and  hours 
for  railway  conductors. 

As  in  the  previout  tables,  index  numbers 
have  been  substituted  for  the  names  of  the 
companies,  and  the  department  in  setting 
forth  the  rates  was  not  given  averages  ex- 
cept to  a  limited  degree,  but  has  confined 
its  statements  to  the  forms  adopted  in  the 
returns  made  by  the  several  companies. 
In  this  manner  the  tables  will  be  useful  in 
illustrating  not  only  the  actual  amounts 
paid  by  way  of  remuneration,  but  the  dif- 
ferent methods  of  payment  which  some- 
times prevail  on  roads  in  close  proximity 
to  each  other  and  in  the  same  province. 

Method  of  Classification. 

The  figures  presented  in  the  present  ta- 
ble are  taken  from  returns  made  by  about 
50  different  companies  in  all  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  The  data  has  been  classified 
so  as  to  present  the  facts  in  a  concrete  and 
simple  form,  and  in  a  manner  best  adapted 
for  purposes  of  comparison.  The  group- 
ing has  been  made,  first  of  all,  according  to 
provinces,  and  within  each  province  ac- 
cording to  classes  of  trains,  where  a  dif- 
ference in  the    rates   paid   has  been  speci- 


fied in  the  returns  sent  to  the  department. 
Where  do  mention  of  any  particular  class 
of  train  has  been  made,  the  rates  have  been 
inserted  in  the  first  column  appearing, 
namely,  that  which  gives  particulars  in  re- 
ference to  rates  paid  on  passenger  trains. 
For  each  class  a  further  classification  ac- 
cording to  method  of  payment  has  been 
made,  as  for  example,  where  payment  is 
by  time  or  by  distance,  as  per. hour,  per 
day,  per  month,  or  per  mile  or  per  100 
miles.  Under  the  heading  (  specified  con- 
ditions ?  more  complete  details  are  given, 
as  for  example,  particulars  as  to  the  differ- 
ences according  to  length  of  time  of  ser- 
vice, class  of  engine  used,  or  the  nature  of 
particular  routes. 

Rates  Paid. 

A  comparison  of  the  statistical  tables 
on  the  wages  and  hours  of  locomotive  engi- 
neers, with  the  present  tables  on  the  wages 
and  hours  of  locomotive  firemen,  will  dis- 
close the  fact  that  the  method  of  payment 
of  each  of  these  two  classes  is  pretty  much 
the  same,  and  is  generally  made  on  a  basis 
of  a  certain  rate  per  day,  the  firemen  re- 
ceiving payment  at  a  lower  rate,  the  aver- 
age being  in  many  cases  about  one-third 
less.  The  rates  and  conditions  will  be 
seen  to  vary  considerably  on  the  several 
roads,  not  only  as  between  provinces,  but 
frequently  as  between  roads  operated  in 
the  same  province.  For  this  reason  the 
department  has  not  attempted  any  group- 
ing under  the  head  of  averages,  but  has 
given,  instead,  the  rates  for  the  companies 
as  specified  in  the  returns  made  by  them. 
Where  not  specified  otherwise,  100  miles 
or  10  hours  may  be  regarded  as  an  equiva- 
lent to  a  day's  work,  but  this  is  only  a  rule 
to  be  applied  generally  and  may  or  may  not 
be  true  in  particular  cases. 

Other  Tables. 

Statistical  tables  on  the  wages  and  hours 
of  baggagemen  and  brakemen  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  January  number  of  the 
Gazette. 
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T  RAIN— Continued. 
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CO 

0! 


o 
o 

T— I 

u 

Pm 


40  00 
-G8  00 


1  51 
1  65 


Varies  ac- 
cording to 
district  or 
division. 

Western  Di- 
vision— 

Senior  . . 


Junier.. 


162^ 
2  00 

1JJ0 

v,, 


1 


1  85 

2  10 
2  00 
2  25 
2  50 


4  wheel  en- 
gine, jr 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sr. 

Consolidate 
engine,  jr. 

Cunsolidat'n 
engine,  sr. 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, jr. 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sr. 

Consul  i  d  a  - 
tion,  jr. 


1  70 

1  90 

1  85 

2  05 

2  05 

2  25 


e3 


- 
Pw 


$c. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


12  hrs.  =day 

$1  per  month 

added    for 

each  year  s 

service. 

day  =  10  hrs. 


1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 

.  2  50 


Varies  ac- 
cording to 
district  or 
division. 

Western  Di- 
nsion  — 

Senior 

Junior 

Specified. 

runs. 
Junior  rate.. 
Senior  rate.. 


4  wheel  com 

pled  en- 
gine, jr. 

4  w  heel  cou- 
pled  en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gulenginej 
jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engine, 

ST. 

Consolidat'n 
engine,  jr. 

Consolidate 
engine,  sr. 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, jr. 

1  wheel  en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sr. 

Consul  i  d  a  - 
tion   jr. 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  and  Construction. 

•  — f 

S 

35 

Ph 
c. 

— « 

O 

3 
C 

<D 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

53 

?■- 

<L 
Ph 

$c. 

43 

+? 

3 

2 

3 
s-c 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

jj5 

•  r-l 

3 
u 

V 

Ph 
c. 

X 

•—< 

3 
O 

o 

rH 

FH 

<D 

Ph 

3 
-3 

Ph 

0 

© 

Ph 
$  c. 

4= 

3 
O 

3 
Ph 

c. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

© 

r— 1 

a 

ID 

Ph 
c. 

02 

0) 

% 

© 
o 

rH 
Sh 

Ph 

u 

3 

O 

43 

u 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

u 
Ph 

4^ 

c 

s; 

•s    c. 

$    c. 
45  00 

(yard)  12  hrs. 

$     c 

40 

0  18 

10  hrs=day. . 

18 

=day. 
$1   per  month 
added      for 
eachy.serv. 

1.5G 

60  00 

■ 

1# 

162J 
12  00 

Varies    ac- 
cording    to 
district     or 
division. 

Senior 

Junior 

O  05 
*Too 

0  2  8 
zT0o 

1  90 

9  ;.  o 
ZTTTTJ 

Varies    ac- 
cording    to 
district     or 
division. 

15 

22| 

47  00 
-64  00 

1  62 
1  80 

Junior  rate. . 

1  99 

2  14 

.  . . 

Senior  rate . . 

4   wheel   cou- 
pled engine, 
jr. 

4    wheel   cou- 
pled engine, 
sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engine, 
jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engine, 
sr. 

Consolidation 
engitie,  jr. 

Consolidation 
engine,  sr. 

4    wheel    en- 
gine, jr. 

4    wheel     en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sr. 

Consolidation 
engine,  jr. 

Fur- 
ther 
West. 
1  70    1  85 

1  90    2  15 

1  85    2  00 

2  05    2  30 

2  05    2  20 
2  25    2  50 

4   wheel   cou- 
pled engine, 
jr. 

4  wheel   cou- 
pled engine, 
sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engine, 
jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engine, 
sr. 

Consolidation 
engine,  jr. 

Consolidation 
engine,  sr. 

2  10 
2  25 
2  25 
2  40 

2  45 

2  60 

•  •  •  • 

Fur- 
ther 
West. 
17  —18$ 

19   —2lh 

18J-20 

20J-23 

20^—22 
221—25 

... 

.    . . 

1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 

2  50 

1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 
2  50 

«  -  •  • 
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Province. 


.Manitoba — 
Con. 


o 
O 

>, 

e8 
J* 

'5 

PS 


J 
41 

41 


Specified 
Conditions 


JSriiish 
lumbia. 


Co- 


Yukon    Ter- 
ritory. 


Consolidatio  n 
engine,  sen. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine, 
jun. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine, 
sen. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jun. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sen. 

1  day  =  10  hrs 
or  100  m. 

Travelling,  jr. 
ii  sr. 


East  of  Koote 
nay     Land- 
ing— 

wheel    en 
gine,  jun. 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, sen. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jun. 

10  wheel  Mo 
gul,  sen. 

Consolidatio  n 
engine. 

day  =  10  hours 

West  of  Revel- 
stoke  ( Pacific 
Division) — 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine, 
junior. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled engine, 
senior. 

Mogul  Conso- 
lidation, jr. 

day  =  10  hours 

Mountain  sec- 
tion— 
Mogul  Conso- 
lidation en- 
gine. 
35  day  =  12  hours 
45  day  =  10  hrs  or 
i00  miles. 


Passenger. 


<0 


Ph 


o 

O 
1— > 

33 

Ph 


S-i 

. 

3 

>> 

O 

S3 

-C 

t; 

t-i 

t_ 

a> 

<D 

P, 

Ph 

c. 

$  C. 

0  92i 

1  05 


2  30    23 


2  50 

1  85 

2  10 
2  00 

2  25 


2  00 
2  15 
2  15 
2  30 
2  50 


1  97 

2  25 
2  40 


3  10 

2  30 


4.25 


13 

Ph 


« 
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Table  No.   3.— 
CLASS  OF 


Mixed. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


Conso  1  i  d  a  - 
tion,  sr. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled e  n  - 
gines,  jr. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled e  n  - 
gines,  sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gu 1  en- 
gines, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo 
gul     en- 
gines, sr. 


G 

Ph 


1  day  =  10  hrs 
or  100  miles 

East  of  Koote- 
nay  Land- 
ing-— 

4   wheel  en-! 
gine,  jr. 

4  wheel  en- 
gine, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr- 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, sr. 

Consolidate 
engine,  jr. 


West  of  Rev- 
chtoke — 

4  wheel  cou- 
p  1  e  d  en- 
gine, jr. 

4  wheel  cou- 
p  1  e  d  en- 
gine, sr. 

Mogul  Con- 
solidation. 


32 

V 


o 
o 

i-H 

u 

9 

P- 


$ 


d 

Ph 


Sc. 
2  50 

1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 


Through 


Specified 
Conditions. 


2  00 
2  30 
2  15 
2  45 

2  50 


2  05 
2  34 
2  49 


Conso  1  i  d  a  - 
tion,  sr. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled e  n  - 
gines,  jr. 

4  wheel  cou- 
pled e  n  - 
gines,  sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul en- 
gines, jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul    en 
gines,  sr. 


1  day  =  10  hrs 
or  100  m. 

East  of  Koo- 1 
tcnay  Land. 
ing— 
wheel  en- 
gine, jr. 

4   wheel  en-, 
gine,  sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul, jr. 

10  wheel  Moi 
gul,  sr. 

Consolidate 
engine,  jr. 


West  of  Rev' 
elstoke— 

4  wheel  coi 
pled  e  n 
gine,  jr. 

4  wheel  coi 
pled  e  n | 
gine,  sr. 

Mogul  Coi 
solidatior 


Mogul  Coi 
solidatio 
engine. 
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Freight. 

Way  Freight. 

Work  anf>  Construction. 

6 

-  r-t 

H 

1 

o 

© 

rH 
H 

Ph 

3 
o 

C. 

h 

0) 

Ph 

$c. 
2  50 

1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 

§ 

Specified 
Conditions. 

r— i 

■  ^H 

g 

Jh 

CD 

Ph 
c. 

JD 
•  (— • 

s 

o 
o 

CD 

Ph 
8  c. 

3 

O 

-C 

J- 

CD 

Ph 
c. 

c3 

Xi 

U 

cd 

Ph 

$  c. 

c 
o 

CD 

Ph 

o. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

CD* 
i— i 

'5 

u 

CD 

Ph 
c. 

(-1 

O 

o 

H 
in 
CD 

Ph 

o 
u 

CD 
PH 

c. 

>> 

e3 

T3 

j-i 

CD 
Ph 

$c. 
2  50 

1  85 

2  20 
2  00 
2  35 

,d 

o 
S 
u 

CD 

Ph 

c. 

•$     c. 

$     C. 


Consolidation 
engine,  sr. 

4   wheel  cou- 
pled, jr. 

4   wheel  cou- 
pled, sr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engines, 

jr. 

10  wheel  Mo- 
gul engines, 
sr. 

{j»     c. 

$ 

• 

.... 

.  .  .  . 

*   * 

2  00 
2  30 

2  15 
2  45 
2  50 

2  05 
2  34 
2  49 

.... 

•  •    <    • 

.... 

3  10 

.... 

4  25 

Work 

4  25 
4  75 

61 
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THE  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT  OF  THE  KOOTENAY  DISTRICTS,  BRITISH 
COLUMBIA,  WITH  SPECIAL  REFERENCE  TO  LABOUR  CONDITIONS.* 


THE  history  of  the  development  of  the 
Kootenay  districts  of  British  Col- 
umbia has  been  very  similar  to  that  of  the 
North-western  States  of  the  American 
Union.  Owing  their  importance  to  the  ex- 
ceedingly rapid  growth  of  the  mining  in- 
dustry, the  Kootenays  have  come  to  the 
front  within  the  past  decade.  It  is  barely 
ten  years  since  capital  was  first  applied  in 
any  appreciable  measure  to  the  develop- 
ment of  mineral  wealth  from  the  Rocky 
and  Selkirk  mountain  ranges,  which  tra- 
verse the  30,000  and  more  square  miles 
embraced  within  the  confines  of  East  and 
West  Kootenay  and  the  Boundary  district 
of  British  Columbia,  with  which  divisions 
this  article  purports  to  deal  briefly. 

Prior  to  this  awakening  of  interest  in 
the  mineral  resources  of  the  country  the 
population  had  been  practically  confined 
to  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  trappers  and 
traders,  and  those  pioneers  of  the  mining 
industry — the  prospector  and  the  placer 
miner.  Under  these  conditions  the  labour 
problerh  was  reduced  to  the  smallest  pos- 
sible proportions — in  fact,  no  labour  prob- 
lem, in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  expres- 
sion, existed. 

Early  Development. 

When  mining  in  the  Kootenays  was  be- 
gun, however,  the  situation  was  entirely 
altered.  The  industry  forged  ahead,  and 
coincident  with  its  expansion  came  the  de- 
velopment of  the  other  two  great  indus- 
tries which  now  make  up  the  three  inter- 
ests upon  which  the  country  depends — 
transportation,  lumbering  and  mining. 
Railroads  were  essential  to  bring  supplies 
and  machinery  to  the  metalliferous  mines 
that  were  opened  up  in  the  Rossland,  Nel- 
son, Slocan,  Boundary  and  other  camps, 
and  to  transport  ores  from  these  camps  to 
the  smelters  that  were  constructed  at  Trail, 


•  The  present  article  has  been  prepared  by  Mr. 
Roland  A.  Laird,  Correspondent  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  at   Rossland,    B.C. 


Nelson,  &c,  as  the  demand  for  reduction 
works  arose.  These  railroads  were  built 
for  hundreds  of  miles  through  stretches  of 
virgin  country,  much  of  which  was  cov- 
ered with  magnificent  timber,  the  value 
of  which  was  promptly  recognized.  This 
work  of  construction  was  conducted  with 
characteristic  western  enterprise.  Where 
men  were  not  available  on  the  spot  they 
were  brought  in  from  the  older  sections  to 
the  east,  west  and  south.  Such  conditions 
do  not,  perhaps,  conduce  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  workers,  inasmuch  it  is  calculated 
to  leave  an  overstocked  labour  market 
when  the  so-called  '  boom  days '  have  pass- 
ed. This  has  been  felt  to  some  extent  in 
the  Kootenays.  The  advent  of  such  condi- 
tions, however,  was  recognized  when  it 
came,  and  the  field  of  labour  shifted  with 
promptitude.  Wages  continued  good,  and 
employment  sought  the  men  as  often  as 
not. 

It  was  a  strenuous  period,  and  the  in- 
dustrial life  of  the  time  presented  an  ex- 
tremely interesting  study.  Cities  sprang 
up  at  various  points,  and  towns  were  lo- 
cated wherever  a  promising  group  of  min- 
eral claims  was  under  development.  Mer- 
cantile enterprises  were  floated,  and  it  was 
significant  of  the  period  that  merchants,  as 
a  rule,  carried  only  the  most  desirable  and 
expensive  quality  of  goods  in  their  respec- 
tive lines.  Town-building  made  business 
for  men  engaged  in  every  branch  of  the 
building  trade,  and  wages  were  established 
on  a  firm  basis.  Almost  from  the  start 
workers  in  all  trades  were  thoroughly  or- 
ganized. Workingmen  in  the  Kootenays 
have  been,  and  are  to-day,  as  prosperous 
and  as  well  paid  as  the  workers  in  any  pro- 
vince of  the  Dominion. 

Scale  of  Wages. 

It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  quote  scales 
of  wages  that  will  apply  to  the  Kootenays 
as  a  whole,  even  in  the  three  principal  in- 
dustries,   while    to    give    a   comprehensive 
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idea  of  the  remuneration  received  in  every 
line  of  labour  would  require  more  space 
than  is  available  within  the  confines  of  the 
present  article.  Wages  vary  materially 
for  the  same  class  of  labour,  according  to 
the  locality  in  which  the  industry  is  car- 
ried on.  In  mining,  for  instance,  the 
schedule  of  wages  is  not  universal,  al- 
though it  may  be  stated  that  in  the  metal- 
liferous mines  the  minimum  for  men  em- 
ployed underground  is  $2.50  per  day,  while 
in  the  coal  mines  of  East  Kootenay  a  lower 
minimum  exists,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
work  permits  of  boys  being  employed.  In 
the  transportation  industry  wages  vary 
also,  though  an  excellent  standard  is  main- 
tained. In  lumbering,  men  are  usually 
hired  on  a  different  basis,  and  $35  per 
month,  with  board,  is  a  fair  estimate  for 
the  minimum  wage. 

Labour  Disturbances. 

The  Kootenays  have  witnessed  serious 
misunderstandings  between  employers  and 
employed,  as  might  be  expected  in  a  dis- 
trict where  great  industries  were  being  es- 
tablished with  an  expedition  that  is  prob- 
ably only  paralleled  in  the  experience  of 
the  west.  Each  of  these  collisions  has 
been  followed  by  an  understanding  which 
ensured  peace  for  a  considerable  length  of 
time,  and  it  would  seem  as  if  the  danger 
of  serious  interruption  to  industrial  pro- 
gress from  this  source  had  about  passed 
away.  There  is  a  desire  for  good  feeling 
manifested  on  all  sides,  and  this  is  a  hap- 
py augury  of  continued  freedom  from  dis- 
sension. A  strong  factor  in  maintaining 
this  desirable  state  of  affairs  is  the  notable 
tendency  to  recognize  and  reward  true 
merit  and  zeal,  which  is  so  characteristic 
of  conditions  in  the  Kootenays. 

General  Industrial  Conditipns. 

Time  has  brought  about  many  changes 
in  connection  with  labour  conditions.  The 
mining  industry  has  passed  its  '  boom ' 
stage,  and  has  become  established  on  a 
practical  commercial  basis.,  with  the  conse- 
quent wiping  out  of  the  '  wildcat '  enter- 
prises usually  associated  with  the  develop- 


ment of  a  new  mining  region.  With  this 
has  gone,  however,  a  depreciation  in  the 
prices  of  several  metals  produced  in  the 
Kootenays,  notably  in  silver,  lead  and  cop- 
per. The  same  process  has  also  reduced 
the  number  of  men  for  whom  employment 
was  available,  although  a  scrutiny  of  ac- 
tual figures,  where  such  are  available, 
might  possibly  demonstrate  that  this  last 
statement  is  incorrect,  as  decreases  in  one 
section  have  been  usually  followed  by 
increases  elsewhere.  In  other  connections, 
however,  a  falling  off  in  employment  is 
manifest.  Towns  have  been  gradually 
built  up  to  the  point  where  they  met  ex- 
isting requirements,  and  when  this  stage 
was  reached  the  number  of  men  actively 
engaged  in  the  building  trades  naturally 
fell  off  substantially.  With  the  comple- 
tion also  of  the  main  trunk  railroads 
throughout  the  country,  the  men  engaged 
in  this  occupation  followed  the  advanced 
parties  of  railroad  locators  to  other  fields. 
In  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  west, 
however,  the  men  thus  rendered  idle  did 
not  remain  in  the  country  or  vicinity,  glut- 
ting the  labour  market  and  reducing  wages 
through  competition,  but  went  to  points 
where  work  was  available.  Eor  this  rea- 
son no  hardship  has  been  wrought  by  the 
development  of  the  conditions  specified. 

In  the  lumbering  industry  alone  there 
has  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  men  employed  in  the  last  couple  of 
years.  Lumbering  in  the  Kootenays  has 
grown  by  leaps  and  bounds  and  is  still  ex- 
panding, a  gratifying  fact  that  is  largely 
explained  by  the  rapid  settlement  of  the 
North-wesrt  Territories,  which  constitute 
the  natural  market  for  the  lumber  hewn 
and  sawn  in  the  Kootenays. 

The  Outlook. 

Undoubtedly  the  Kootenays  are,  as  yet, 
only  on  the  threshold  of  their  ultimate  de- 
velopment. In  mining,  the  richness  and 
extent  of  the  mineral  deposits  are  only  re- 
cently becoming  adequately  known,  and 
with  increased  mining  facilities,  reduced 
cost  of  transportation,  and  improved  treat- 
ment of  the  lower  grades  of  gold- copper 
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ore,  combined  with  improved  prices  for 
lead  and  silver,  all  of  which  problems  will 
doubtless  be  solved  satisfactorily  in  the 
comparatively  near  future,  this  great  in- 
dustry will  undoubtedly  proceed  to  a  sat- 
isfactory future.     Coincident  with  this  de- 


velopment will  come  a  vastly  increased  ac- 
tivity in  the  employing  capacity  of  the 
country  that  will  be  permanent,  and  that 
will  contribute  very  substantially  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  province  and  of  the  Do- 
minion as  a  whole. 


ROYAL  COMMISSION  OF  INQUIRY  INTO  CONDITIONS  IN  THE  TOBACCO 

TRADE  IN  CANADA. 


DURING  November  the  Commissioner 
appointed  by  the  Canadian  govern- 
ment to  inquire  into  certain  conditions 
alleged  to  be  existing  in  the  tobacco  trade 
of  Canada  concluded  the  taking  of  evi- 
dence, begun  in  September  last,  with  a 
five  days'  session  in  Montreal.  Reports 
showing  the  general  tendency  of  the  testi- 
mony given  before  the  Commissioner  dur- 
ing the  September  and  October  sessions 
have  already  appeared  in  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette* The  sittings  held  at  Montreal  dur- 
ing the  past  month  were  the  means  of  eli- 
citing much  supplementary  information 
regarding  the  industry  of  a  useful  and  in- 
teresting character.  As  was  previously 
pointed  out,  the  investigation  was  under- 
taken by  the  government  in  response  to 
the  complaints  of  a  number  of  the  leading 
tobacco  manufacturers  of  Canada,  to  the 
effect  that  the  refusal  of  the  American 
Tobacco  Company  to  sell  any  of  its  staple 
lines  to  Canadian  retailers  unless  the  deal- 
ers in  question  purchased  their  supply  of 
native  tobacco  also  from  the  Trust's  Cana- 
dian factory,  constituted  a  serious  menace 
to  the  future  of  the  tobacco-growing  and 
manufacturing   industries   in   Canada. 

The  Montreal  Session. 

The  inquiry  at  Montreal  was  opened  by 
the  Commissioner  on  November  11,  when 
the  President  of  the  Empire  Tobacco  Com- 
pany and  of  the  American  Cigarette  Com- 
pany was  placed  upon  the  stand,  and  gave 
evidence  relating  chiefly  to  the  history  of 
the  formation  of  the  companies  which  are 


*  See  Labour  Gazette,  Vol  III.,  No.  4,  page  246, 
and  Vol.   III.,  No.   5,  page  377. 


now  amalgamated  and  form  part  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Company  of  Canada, 
Limited.  It  was  stated  that  the  '  exclu- 
sive tobacco  contract/  which  is  the  leading 
ground  of  the  complaint  of  the  indepen- 
dent manufacturers,  was  started  in  1900  in 
London,  Ont.,  whence  it  has  extended 
throughout  the  province  of  Ontario,  and 
that  it  had  been  employed  in  Quebec  but 
had  not  yet  reached  the  other  provinces. 
The  contract,  it  was  claimed,  was  employed 
simply  as  a  means  of  protection,  the  whole- 
sale grocers  of  the  country,  according  to- 
the  witness,  finding  the  company's  tobacco 
so  much  of  a  staple  that  they  did  not  want 
to  sell  any  other  tobacco.  The  Canadian- 
American  Tobacco  Company  was  operated 
under  license  from  the  American  Com- 
pany, the  witness  refusing  to  state  the 
amount  of  the  consideration.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  company  to  develop  the  do- 
mestic leaf  industry. 

On    November    12    the    evidence    of   the 
President  of  the  Empire  Tobacco  Company 
was  concluded.     Lists   of  the  firms  which 
have  signed  the  contract  for  cigarettes,  of , 
firms    which    entered    into    the    agreement 
and   withdrew,    and   of   firms    which   have 
been  notified  that  the  company  would  not 
ship  them  cigarettes  were  produced, 
witness   stated   that   the   cigarettes   of 
company  were  made  in  Canada  of  foreign' 
leaf,    the    Canadian    leaf   being   manufac- 
tured in  Granby  and  Joliette,  at  both  of! 
which  points,  it  was  demonstrated,  produc- 
tion had  considerably  fallen  off  last  year.' 

The  evidence,  also  taken  on  the  12th  of: 
the  month,  of  the  manager  of  the  Indepen- 
dent   Tobacco    Factory    at     St.    Laurent. 
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Que.,  where  Canadian  and  combination 
leaf  are  manufactured  into  plug  smoking 
tobacco,  showed  that  the  firm,  since  the 
agreement  with  the  American  Tobacco 
Company  came  into  force,  lost  accounts  in 
Ontario  and  in  Montreal  amounting  to 
nearly  one-half  of  its  business,  and  was 
f creed  to  double  its  travellers  in  Quebec 
and  in  the  maritime  provinces  in  order  to 
keep  up  sales.  The  total  production  of  the 
company  was  over  100,000  pounds  a  year. 
Other  witnesses  gave  evidence  to  the  same 
effect. 

The  Evidence  Continued. 

The  feature  of  the  sitting  of  the  Com- 
missioner on  November  13  was  the  evi- 
dence of  Sir  William  MacDonald,  the  old- 
est and  probably  the  largest  tobacco  manu- 
facturer in  Canada,  he  having  been  a  to- 
bacco manufacturer  for  44  years.  The 
witness  had  never  found  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  any  exclusive  contract  system, 
but  had  reached  the  retail  trade  through 
the  wholesale  merchants  as  the  machinery 
for  distributing  to  the  retailer  direct  was 
costly  and  troublesome.  Competition  in 
the  tobacco  industry  was  very  intense,  and 
had  sometimes  compelled  him  to  reduce  the 
price  below  what  he  deemed  reasonable. 
Between  five  and  ten  years  ago  he  had,  at 
the  request  of  the  grocery  trade,  entered 
into  a  system  by  which  he  received  some 
control  over  the  jobbers  and  their  selling 
price,  but  had  found  the  arrangement  very 
objectionable  and  had  terminated  it  in  a 
couple  of  years.  The  witness  expressed 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  policy  of 
encouraging  tobacco  growing  by  means  of 
duties. 

Other  evidence  was  also  taken  on  the 
13th,  which  went  to  show  the  injurious 
effect  of  the  'exclusive  contract'  of  the 
Empire  Tobacco  Company  upon  the  trade 
of  its  competitors,  the  independent  manu- 
facturers. 

The  evidence  taken  on  November  14  was 
wholly  confined  to  that  of  dealers  in 
cigarettes  and  cigars,  and  contained 
jno     new     point     of     interest,     being     on 


the  whole  confirmatory  of  the  pre- 
vious statements  as  to  the  injurious 
effect  of  the  methods  of  the  American  To- 
bacco Company  on  the  trade  of  the-  inde- 
pendent manufacturers.  Similarly,  on 
Saturday,  November  15,  the  evidence  of 
the  various  witnesses  examined  added  little 
of  importance  to  that  already  taken.  The 
head  of  a  large  grocery  firm  stated  that  the 
contract  system  complained  of  was  per- 
fectly satisfactory.  It  was  further  elicit- 
ed that  there  were  about  30,000  dealers  in 
tobacco  in  Canada,  including  wholesale 
and  retail  grocers,  jobbers,  confectioners, 
druggists,  saloon  and  restaurant  keepers, 
barbers,  &c.  A  retail  merchant  of  Granby 
stated  that  in  consequence  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Empire  Tobacco  Company 
the  population  and  valuation  of  land  in 
Granby  had  greatly  increased.  The  Em- 
pire Company,  it  was  affirmed,  had  spent, 
since  1897,  the  sum  of  $250,579  in  adver- 
tising, including  premiums  and  the  value 
of  tobacco  given  away.  A  member  of  a 
firm  of  Montreal  tobacco  dealers  stated 
that  before  becoming  consignees  of  the 
American  and  Empire  Tobacco  Companies 
the  sales  of  Canadian  tobacco  were  about 
89  per  cent  of  the  Empire  Company's- 
goods  to  11  per  cent  of  those  of  other  ma- 
nufacturers. Mr.  J.  M.  Eortier,  manufac- 
turer of  cigars,  cut  tobacco  and  cigarettes, 
gave  evidence  as  to  the  adaptability  of 
Canadian  soil  and  climate  for  tobacco  rais- 
ing. The  Canadian  farmer,  he  stated, 
was  producing  a  fine  article,  almost  as  good 
as  the  American.  Under  the  present  sys- 
tem, however,  it  was  often  put  on  the  mar- 
ket without  having  gone  through  a  proper 
manufacturing  process,  which  had  caused 
it  to  suffer  in  the  estimation  of  the  public. 

Conclusion  of  the  Evidence. 

With  the  closing  of  the  Montreal  ses- 
sion on  the  above-named  date  the  hearing 
of  evidence  before  the  commission  was  de- 
clared at  an  end.  On  the  28th  and  29th 
of  the  month  the  arguments  of  counsel 
were  listened  to.  Until  the  presentation 
of  the  official  report  to  the  government, 
accordingly,  further  action  is  pending. 
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In  all  119  witnesses  have  been  called  by 
the  commission,  viz.:  9  at  Windsor,  10  at 
London,  4  at  Hamilton,  17  at  Toronto,  17 
at  Quebec  city,  13  at  Joliette,  16  at  St. 
John,  and  33  at  Montreal.  Of  these  102 
were  called  by  the  petitioners  and  17  by 
the  respondents.    In  classes,  the  witnesses 


were  divided  into  13  tobacco  leaf  growers 
and  farmers,  15  tobacco  manufacturers,  42 
wholesale  dealers  and  jobbers,  26  tobacco- 
nists, 10  travelling  salesmen  and  clerks,  4 
officials  of  the  American  and  Empire  To- 
bacco Companies,  and  9  public  men,  manu- 
facturers in  other  lines,  a  nd  court  officials. 


SOCIAL  AMELIORATION,  LIBRARY  EXTENSION,  ETC.,  IN  THE  ONTARIO 

LUMBERING  INDUSTRY. 


THE  publication,  during  the  spring  sea- 
son of  the  present  year,  of  a  pam- 
phlet entitled  '  Library  Extension  in  On- 
tario; Reading  Camps  and  Club  Houses,' 
in  which  is  included  the  second  annual  re- 
port of  the  Canadian  Reading  Camp  Move- 
ment, invited  attention  in  a  way  that  was 
much  commented  upon  at  the  time  to  a 
work  which  is  being  carried  on  in  a  field 
of  particular  interest  for  labour,  namely, 
the  diffusion  of  some  of  the  primary  bene- 
fits of  civilization  among  the  lumbering 
and  mining  camps  of  New  Ontario,  and 
the  advancement  of  the  educational  and 
other  interests  of  those  more  isolated 
classes  of  the  working  community. 
At  the  present  moment,  when  the  begin- 
ning of  the  season  of  activity  in  the  Cana- 
dian lumber  woods  is  attracting  the  wide- 
spread interest  of  the  public  to  all  that  per- 
tains to  this  important  industry,  the  sub- 
ject is  perhaps  of  greater  contempor- 
ary moment  than  at  the  time  when 
the  pamphlet  in  question  appeared. 
Though  the  movement  towards  the  social 
amelioration  of  the  lumbermen,  with  which 
the  pamphlet  deals,  is  as  yet  not  more  than 
two  years'  old,  its  progress  has  been 
rapid,  and  its  success,  within  certain  limi- 
tations marked.  Much  undoubtedly 
has  been  already  accomplished,  but  the 
statements  contained  in  the  report  as  to  the 
entire  needs  of  these  outlying  communities 
of  workingmen,  in  the  direction  not  only 
of  providing  them  with  reading  material 
and  other  accessories  that  go  to  make  up 
the  complete  life  of  man  under  modern 
conditions,  but  of  such  necessities  as  skill- 


ed medical  attendance  and  proper  accom- 
modation for  the  treatment  of  the  sick  and 
injured,  form  perhaps  the  most  valuable 
feature  of  this  interesting  survey  of  the 
situation. 

Conditions  in  Ontario  Lumber  Woods  and 
Mining  Camps. 

The  position   of   the   men    engaged    in 
these  industries,  which  are  among  the  most 
extensive  and  important  of  the  province, 
has  been,  during  the  past  twenty  years,  one 
of    continuous    advancement.     The    camp 
building  of  two  decades  ago,  constructed 
wholly  of  logs  and  without  stoves  or  win- 
dows, has  given  place  to  the  shanty  with 
floor  and  roof  of  boards,  and  with  many 
other  items  of  expense,  such  as  tar  paper, 
seats,  tables,  &c,  included  in  the  bill  of, 
construction,    and   contributing   vastly   to  i 
the  comfort  of  the  men  whose  only  shel- 
ter it  forms  during  many  months  of 
year.     So  also,  the  quality  and  variety  oi 
the  food  supplied  to  the   lumbering   camp 
of  to-day  compares  very  favourably  with 
that   of   the  time   when   salt   pork,   beans 
and  hard-tack  were  the   only   articles    of 
diet,  when  sugar  was  not  thought  of,  and 
tea   was   a  luxury.     l  At  present   there  ii 
just  as  much  variety  and  the  food  is  jusl 
as  wholesome  and  just  as  well  prepared  as 
it  is   in  the  average  hotel.'     With  this  de 
velopment,  however,  in  the  way  of  increas 
ed    accommodation    for    the    woodsman': 
bodily  wants,  made  possible  by  the  gradua 
perfection  during  the  interim  of  the  rail 
way  and  toting  transportation  system,  th 
movement  for  the  supplying  of  his  menta 
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and  moral  needs  has  not  kept  pace. 
In  this  connection  an  earlier  report 
on  the  subject  of  library  extension  in  On- 
tario for  the  years  1900-01  compares  the 
life  of  a  lumberman  with  that  of  a  soldier, 
as  follows: — 

Woodsmen  are  surely  most  deserving  at  the 
hands  of  their  fellow-countrymen.  Their  hard- 
ships are  as  great  and  their  dangers  as  many 
as  those  engaged  in  military  service.  Despite 
this  they  lack  the  inspiration  of  their  coun- 
try's honour  and  applause.  They  never  know 
the  stimulus  incident  to  the  exploitation  of  an 
enemy's  country,  the  stirring  of  martial  music 
and  the  trappings  of  war.  Their  isolation  is 
more  complete.  Their  life  is  solitary  and 
humdrum,  without  change  of  scene  or  the  in- 
centive of  good  society.  Soldiers  are  better 
dressed,  more  in  the  best  society  and  gener- 
ally in  larger  bodies.  Shantymen  seldom  see 
any  one  outside  of  their  own  camp  of  from 
sixty  to  one  hundred  men They  are  sub- 
ject, too,  to  all  the  diseases  peculiar  to  unsan- 
itary conditions  in  the  undeveloped  districts, 
there  being  few  sanitary  regulations  and  less 
government  inspection  of  these,  which  neglect, 
in   the   light   of   modern   scientific    discovery,   is 

criminal They    are    consequently    so 

weakened  morally  by  this  isolation  and  neglect 
that  they  yield  more  easily  to  temptation. 

From  the  same  point  of  view  it  is  also 
remarked  that  of  the  total  revenue  of  the 
province  of  Ontario,  namely,  about  $3,- 
750,000,  over  one-third  is  derived  from  its 
forests.  According  to  the  Crown  Timber 
Agent's  report  for  1899,  there  were  422 
camps  in  existence  under  government  su- 
pervision in  the  month  of  October,  a  num- 
ber largely  increased,  if  not  doubled,  dur- 
ing the  season  proper.  With,  say,  500 
only  of  such  camps,  and  an  average  of  70 
men  at  work  in  each,  the  number  of  men 
involved  would  reach  the  high  total  of 
35,000. 

Origin  of  the  Reading  Camp  Movement. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1900  that  the 
first  step  was  taken  in  a  practical  way  to 
supply  the  men  of  the  lumbering  and  min- 
ing districts  of  Ontario  with  reading  mat- 
ter and  the  material  for  something  ap- 
proaching systematic  mental  improvement 
and  the  cultivation  of  their  higher  facul- 
ties during  leisure  hours.  Mr.  Alfred 
Fitzpatrick,  of  Nairn  Centre,  was  the 
pioneer  in  the  movement.  In  a  circular 
issued  in  August,  1900,  he  advocated  the 
appointment  of  a  travelling  library  com- 
mission and  the  appropriation  by  the  On- 


tario government  of  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  books  of  approved  litera- 
ture, all  public  library  boards  to  be  allowed 
in  the  meantime  to  send  small  collections 
of  books  into  the  camps.  It  was  hoped,  as 
was  pointed  out,  in  this  way  to  make  camp 
life  more  homelike,  to  induce  the  men  to 
improve  their  spare  moments  and  quit  the 
demoralizing  habit  of  '  jumping '  and  to 
provide  a  counter  attraction  to  the  saloon. 
At  the  time  that  the  circular  was  being 
cordially  endorsed  by  numbers  of  influen- 
tial lumbering  men,  the  library  board  of 
the  town  of  Little  Current,  which  was 
within  reach  of  a  large  population  of 
woodsmen,  was  also  asked  to  request  the 
Minister  of  Education  to  be  allowed  to 
send  some  small  branch  libraries  into  the 
lumber  camps  situated  in  that  vicinity, 
seeing  that  the  Ontario  Public  Libraries 
Act  did  not  embrace  the  needs  of  these  re- 
moter communities.  This  the  Little  Cur- 
rent board  agreed  to  do.  The  Department 
of  Education  also  immediately  acted  upon 
the  suggestion  and  has  since  given  sub- 
stantial encouragement  to  the  scheme,  es- 
tablishing branch  libraries  in  many  hither- 
to unorganized  districts,  and  initiating  a 
system  of  travelling  libraries  on  an  exten- 
sive scale.  In  subsequent  articles,  which 
appeared  in  various  magazines  and  reviews, 
further  attention  was  drawn  to  the  lack  of 
provision  at  the  lumbering,  mining  and 
railway  construction  camps  throughout  the 
province  not  only  of  reading  and  writing 
accommodation  and  instruction,  but  of 
proper  sanitary  inspection  and  medical  at- 
tendance. 

Primary  Difficulties  Overcome. 

The  support  which  the  movement  re- 
ceived in  its  earlier  stages  was  not  entire- 
ly unanimous.  It  was  pointed  out  by  some 
that  the  men  engaged  in  lumbering  could 
not,  in  many  instances,  read,  and  secondly, 
that  even  for  those  who  were  able  to  read, 
the  hours  of  labour  were  of  necessity  so 
long  that  they  would  not  have  a  sufficient 
amount  of  time  to  devote  to  reading  or 
study  to  make  the  attempt  worth  while. 
It  was  to  meet  these  constantly  recurring 
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objections  that  the  first  experiment  of  a 
reading  camp  was  carried  out.  The  word 
1  camp '  in  the  lumbering  woods,  it  may  be 
explained,  is  used  in  two  senses — to  denote 
the  entire  collection  of  shanties,  stables, 
&c,  and  to  designate  the  particular  build- 
ings thereof,  as  the  cook  camp,  the  sleep- 
ing camp,  &c.  The  '  reading  camp '  ac- 
cordingly, is  the  local  equivalent  for 
1  reading  shanty  '  or  '  reading  room.'  The 
first  buildings  of  the  kind  were  erected  in 
camps  situated  five  and  ten  miles  respect- 
ively from  Nairn  Centre,  while  a  third 
soon  followed  in  a  camp  located  twenty- 
one  miles  south  of  White  Fish  station. 
Branch  libraries,  in  French  and  English, 
from  the  Nairn  Centre  public  library,  were 
placed  in  these  camps,  several  weekly  and 
daily  papers  were  subscribed  for,  and  a 
number  of  magazines  received  from  friends 
distributed.  One  syllable  editions  of  Rob- 
inson Crusoe,  Pilgrim's  Progress,  and  the 
more  familiar  classics  were  installed  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  could  not  read, 
and  the  principle  of  mutual  help  was  en- 
couraged to  the  utmost.  Branch  libraries 
also,  within  a  short  time,  found  their  way 
into  camps  where  no  special  building  had 
been  set  apart  for  their  accommodation. 
Six  hundred  men  were  thus  reached  in  this 
one  vicinity  and,  in  the  case  at  least  of  the 
three  camps  mentioned,  those  whose  ele- 
mentary education  had  been  neglected  were 
given  a  very  favourable  opportunity  of  im- 
provement. The  success  of  the  scheme  was 
accordingly  immediate,  and  the  fact  that 
the  establishment  of  reading  camps  in  the 
lumbering  woods  was  feasible  and  met  an 
appreciated  need  was  demonstrated. 

Cost  of  Reading  Camps. 

Estimating  that  there  are  500  large  lum- 
ber camps  in  operation  in  Ontario  during 
the  busy  season  of  the  year,  and  accepting 
the  figures  of  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's  pamphlet 
of  1900-01,  that  the  average  cost  of  build- 
ing, equipping  and  running  a  read- 
ing camp  would  be  at  least  $150, 
the  total  outlay  involved  in  supplying  a 
system  of  reading  camps  throughout  the 
lumbering  districts  of  the  province  would 


be  $75,000.  With  the  co-operation  of  the 
lumbermen  themselves,  one-half  of  that 
sum,  it  is  supposed,  would  be  sufficient. 
This  expenditure,  however,  would  not  be 
for  one  year  only,  as  the  average  life  of  a 
camp  is  close  upon  two  years,  and  the  roof- 
ing, flooring,  &c,  of  the  reading  camp 
could  be  made  portable  and  might  thus  be 
used  in  the  construction  of  a  new  camp. 
An  expenditure  of  $25,000  per  annum 
would,  therefore,  it  is  estimated,  cover  all 
expenses,  including  the  services  of  a  com- 
petent man  to  superintend  the  work. 

Failure  of  the  Travelling  Library. 

The  fact  that  the  travelling  library  is 
suitable  only  for  work  of  a  special  kind, 
coupled  with  the  circumstance  that- even  if 
the  boards  of  public  libraries  throughout 
the  province  were  willing  without  excep- 
tion to  share  their  books  with  the  men  of 
the  lumber  camps,  the  supply  of  material 
would  still  be  inadequate,  constitutes  the 
real  difficulty  encountered  by  the  move- 
ment in  its  initial  stages.  It  should  be 
again  remarked,  however,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  the  travelling  library  into  New 
Ontario  was  not  intended  to  do  more  than 
direct  the  attention  of  the  general  public 
to  the  lack  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  this 
extensive  area  of  the  province,  and  thus  to  | 
pave  the  way  for  more  permanent  work  in  | 
the  same  direction,  while  at  the  same  time, 
of  course,  developing  a  taste  for  reading  in 
the  men  themselves  and  thus  creating,  as 
well  as  supplying,  what  should  be  one  of  I 
the  acknowledged  necessaries  of  life  under 
the  conditions  of  modern  civilization. 
Within  these  limitations,  the  experiment,  j 
as  remarked  above,  has  been  an  undoubt. 
success.  If,  however,  there  had  been  no 
further  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  travel- 
ling  library  system  in  New  Ontario,  the 
defective  sanitary  conditions  that  so  often 
are  to  be  found  in  the  mining  and  lumber- 
ing industries  would  have  doomed  it  to 
failure.  The  experience  of  the  past  year 
demonstrated  this  in  a  particularly  salient 
manner.  The  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which 
so  interfered  with  the  work  of  certain  of 
the  camps  during  the  autumn  and  wint 
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months,  has  created  a  situation  that  will 
necessitate  an  entire  change  of  method  for 
at  least  a  number  of  years,  until  more  care- 
ful attention  to  the  laws  of  sanitation  and 
more  efficient  medical  attendance  in  the 
camps  warrant  a  greater  immunity  therein 
from  disease.  For  the  meantime  the  trav- 
elling library  stands  condemned,  not  only 
by  several  of  the  most  influential  lumber- 
men themselves,  but  by  the  Board  of 
Health  of  the  province,  on  account  of  the 
excessive  danger  of  the  propagation  of  dis- 
ease involved  in  the  transportation  of 
books  from  camp  to  camp  in  regions  so  pe- 
culiarly liable  to  infection. 

The  Remedy. 

On  the  outbreak  of  small-pox  referred 
to,  it  was  recommended  either  that  cheap 
editions  of  books  be  purchased  for  use  only 
at  the  camps  to  which  they  were  first  dis- 
patched, or  that  some  method  of  disinfec- 
tion be  adopted.  Disinfection,  however, 
was  found  to  be  particularly  difficult,  so 
that  in  the  end  it  was  decided  to  abandon 
the  majority  of  the  books  to  the  camps, 
those  that  may  have  been  used  in  a  camp 
where  there  had  been  small-pox  being  de- 
stroyed. In  view  of  these  latter  develop- 
ments in  the  situation,  Mr.  Fitzpatrick's 
pamphlet  urges  the  extension  forthwith  of 
the  Public  Libraries  Act  to  the  lumbering, 
mining  and  railroad  construction  camps 
of  the  province,  together  with  the  main- 
tenance of  the  travelling  library  system  in 
so  far  as  may  be  required  to  meet  the  de- 
mand of  study  clubs  for  special  literature, 
the  general  privileges  granted  by  the  law 
to  public  libraries  in  the  older  parts  of  the 
province  to  be  generally  extended  to  the 
reading  camps  and  club  houses  of  the  men 
employed  in  these  hitherto  unoccupied  re- 
gions. It  is  pointed  out  in  this  connection 
that  lumbering  occupations  are  gradually 
becoming  of  a  more  permanent  character, 
as  the  idea  gains  ground  that  the  forests 
of  the  country  will  be  cut  periodically,  just 
as  a  farmer  reaps  his  crops,  with,  of  course, 
a  longer  lapse  of  time  intervening  between 
harvests.  With  the  better  roads  and  more 
comfortable  quarters  that  this  policy  will 


bring  in  its  train,  the  argument  that  the 
camps  are  not  sufficiently  permanent  in 
character  to  render  any  scheme  of  library 
extension  feasible  will  lose  much  of  its 
force.  This,  with  the  fact  that  the  aver- 
age intelligence  of  the  labouring  man  is  al- 
most yearly  increasing,  makes  some  means 
for  the  satisfaction  of  his  higher  needs 
compulsory. 

Improvement  in  Sanitary  Conditions. 

Indirectly,  the  travelling  library  move- 
ment in  New  Ontario,  owing  chiefly  to  the 
increased  publicity  which  it  has  given  to 
the  conditions  prevailing  in  the  lumbering 
and  other  camps  of  the  province,  has  been 
the  forerunner  of  a  movement  now  in  pro- 
gress, which  looks  to  the  improvement  on 
a  very  considerable  scale  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  these  outposts  of  civilization. 
Regulations  have  been  passed  by  the  Pro- 
vincial Board  of  Health  requiring  each 
company  henceforth  to  engage  a  doctor, 
who  must  pay  monthly  visits  to  the  camp, 
and  more  frequent  visits  if  necessary,  the 
men  being  taxed  to  meet  the  expense  in- 
curred. Camp  hospitals  must  also  be  con- 
structed, and  opportunities  for  the  isola- 
tion and  effectual  treatment  of  contagious 
diseases  provided.  Much  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  the  work  of  enforcing  these 
provisions,  especially  in  cases  where  the 
physician  is  a  non-resident,  situated  at 
some  distance  from  the  camp  in  question. 
In  many  instances  of  this  kind,  the  result 
has  been  that  for  all  practical  purposes  the 
camp  is  absolutely  without  medical  attend- 
ance. Wounds  have  to  be  stitched  by  the 
ordinary  foreman  without  antiseptic  pre- 
cautions, or  a  drive  of  many  miles  under- 
taken to  the  nearest  doctor.  Doctors,  when 
sent  for,  moreover,  are  sometimes  unable 
to  reach  their  patients  for  two  or  three 
days.  The  men  also  object  to  being  taxed 
for  so  infrequent  and  irregular  a  service. 
The  pamphlet,  in  view  of  this  last  fact, 
expresses  the  opinion  that  it  would  in  the 
end  pay  the  public  to  maintain  resident 
physicians  in  the  lumbering  camps  at  its 
own  expense.  If  a  sufficient  number  of 
full-fledged   registered   practitioners    could 


476 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


December,  1902 


not  be  induced  to  live  in  the  camps,  it  is 
suggested  that  medical  graduate  students 
should  be  allowed  the  option  of  spending 
the  fifth  year  of  their  course  in  the  camps, 
excluding  rigidly,  of  course,  all  undergra- 
duates, and  admitting  only  those  who  have 
taken  the  primary  council  examination. 
These  young  doctors  could  also  be  employ- 
ed as  instructors,  and  a  part  of  the  grant 
for  evening  classes  could  be  used  to  sup- 
plement their  salaries* 

Instruction  in  the  Camps. 

Thus  far  it  has  been  found  difficult  to  se- 
cure permanent  teachers,  or  to  make  a 
complete  test  of  the  practicability  of  teach- 
ing in  the  lumbering  camps.  During  the 
past  year  Professor  Goodwin,  of  Queen's 
University,  Kingston,  and  Professor  Weeks, 
of  the  School  of  Practical  Science,  Toron- 
to, made,  under  the  appointment  of  the 
Ontario  government,  a  tour  of  the  mining 
camps  of  the  province  and  gave  practical 
instruction  in  mineralogy,  geology  and  me- 
tallurgy to  the  men  actively  engaged  in  the 
mining  industry,  a  series  of  lessons  which 
were  greatly  appreciated.  General  educa- 
tion, however,  as  well  as  elementary  techni- 
cal training,  is  also  necessary,  and  should 


*The  regulations  issued  by  the  Ontario  Board 
of  Health  with  a  view  to  preventing  a  recur- 
rence of  the  small-pox  outbreak  of  last  season 
were  published  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  Nov- 
ember, 1902,  page  283. 


be,  it  is  thought,  no  less  feasible  under  a 
system  of  evening  classes  which  would  also 
have  the  effect  of  opening  up  a  new  field 
for  the  teachers  of  the  province.  The 
men  so  engaged  could  also  look  after  three 
or  four  of  the  reading  camps  and  see  that 
they  were  being  conducted  on  lines  suited 
to  the  condition  and  temperament  of  the 
men.  The  indifference  of  the  men  them- 
selves, it  is  thought,  could  soon  be  con- 
quered. The  pamphlet  concludes  with  an 
appeal  for  more  general  public  interest  in 
this  important  work: 

If  innocent  and  interesting  amusements  are 
placed  before  workingmen,  and  the  opportun- 
ity for  social  intercourse  and  self-culture  is 
given,  gambling,  obscenity  and  drunkenness 
will  more  and  more  disappear.  The  social  and 
religious  instincts  of  even  the  most  isolated 
cannot  >be  ignored.  The  ideal  man  can  only  be 
developed  in  relation  to  his  fellow  man. 

At  the  present  moment  employers  are 
offering  from  $25  to  $30  per  month,  includ- 
ing board,  to  public  school  teachers  and 
college  graduates  willing  to  work  in  the 
woods  during  the  day  and  teach  in  the 
evenings  and  on  rainy  days  and  holidays, 
to  which  sum  the  Reading  Camp  Associa- 
tion will  add  $10  to  $20  a  month.  Five 
such  teachers  are  already  at  work,  the 
offer  being  extended  for  four  months  only. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the 
past  summer  this  movement  has  also  been 
set  on  foot  in  the  province  of  British  Col- 
umbia. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 


DURING  the  month  of  November  the 
labour  market  throughout  the  Do- 
minion may  be  said,  on  the  whole,  to  have 
been  comparatively  free  from  disturbances, 
there  being  but  six  new  disputes  reported 
to  the  department,  none  of  which,  with  the 
exception  of  the  strike  of  miners  at  Michel, 
B.C.,  involved  any  considerable  body  of 
workmen.  Of  these  two  only  were  settled 
during  the  month.  Of  the  disputes  which 
commenced  prior  to  the  beginning  of  Nov- 
ember five  were  still  in  continuance  on  De- 


cember 1,  none  of  this  class  having  been 
settled  during  the  month. 

The  following  is  a  more  complete  analy- 
sis of  the  strike  situation  in  Canada  dur- 
ing the  month  just  closed: — 

Analysis   of   Trade   Disputes  of  the 

Month. 

Number  and  magnitude. — Six  fresh  dis- 
putes were  reported  to  the  department  as 
having  been  begun  in  November,  1902..  as 
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compared  with  8  in  November  of  last  year, 
and  2  in  November,  1900.  In  these  6  dis- 
putes 7  establishments  and  226  workmen 
were  involved,  in  November,  1901,  8  estab- 
lishments and  444  workmen,  and  in  Nov- 
ember, 1900,  2  establishments  and  270 
workmen. 

Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — The  ag- 
gregate duration  of  the  disputes  reported 
to  the  department  as  having  arisen  during 
November  was  2,356  working  days.  To^ 
these  figures  must  be  added,  on  account  of 
disputes  commenced  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  the  month,  3,354  days,  bringing  the  total 
to  5,710.  This  result  is  obtained  by  reckon- 
ing the  disputes  still  unsettled  as  having 
continued  until  the  30th  of  the  month. 


Trades  affected  oy  new  disputes. — In  the 
building  trades  one  dispute  took  place  in- 
volving 40  work  people,  and  causing  a  loss 
of  160  days;  in  the  mining  industry  one 
dispute  involving  160  men  and  causing  a 
loss  of  1,920  days;  in  the  metal  and  engi- 
neering trades  two  disputes  involving  three 
I  establishments,  12  men  and  a  loss  of  112 
days;  in  the  textile  trades  one  dispute  in- 
volving six  workmen  and  causing  a  loss 
of  12  days,  and  in  the  clothing  trades  one 
dispute  involving  eight  workmen  and  a 
loss  of  152  days. 

Causes. — Of  the  six  new  disputes  of  the 
month  demands  for  an  increase  of  wages 
entered  into,  three;  a  demand  for  shorter 
hours  was  a  feature  of  one;  demands  for 
the  recognition  of  the  union  and  dissatis- 
faction arising  out  of  the  employment  of 
non-union  workmen,  entered  into  four.  The 
abolition  of  contract  work  was  also  a  de- 
mand formulated  by  the  workmen  in  one 
dispute. 

Results. — In  the  six  new  disputes  of  the 
month  the  workmen  were  wholly  success- 
jful  in  one  and  wholly  unsuccessful  in  one, 
no  settlement  of  the  remaining  four  dis- 
putes being  reported  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  although  in  two  cases  the  estab- 
ismnents  affected  had  continued  running 
with  a  diminished  staff. 


New  Disputes  of  the  Month. 

Of  the  new  disputes  reported  to  the  de- 
partment for  November  that  of  the  coal 
miners  in  the  employment  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  at  Michel,  B.C., 
involved  the  greatest  number  of  work  peo- 
ple and  the  most  considerable  loss  in  work- 
ing time,  about  160  men  being  out  from 
November  3rd  until  the  17th.  The 
company  reports  that  the  cause  of  the 
strike  was  the  discharge  by  the  com- 
pany of  the  president  of  the  labour  union 
at  Michel  for  alleged  interference  with  the 
working  of  the  mine.  The  demands  of  the 
men  were  that  the  workman  in  question 
should  be  reinstated,  that  contract  work 
should  be  abolished,  and  that  the  miners 
should  be  given  a  hall  to  hold  meetings  in. 
The  requests  were  refused,  and  after  two 
weeks'  time  the  men  went  back  to  work 
under  the  original  conditions. 

Another  British  Columbia  strike,  of 
which  no  settlement  was  reported  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  was  the  strike  of  oper- 
ators, linemen,  inspectors,  repairers  and 
trouble  man  in  the  employment  of  the  New 
Westminster  and  Burrard  Inlet  Telephone 
Company,  which  temporarily  suspended 
the  operation  of  the  telephone  service 
throughout  the  city.  The  female  oper- 
atives involved  asked  for  an  increase  of 
wages  of  $2.50  a  month ;  the  men  demanded 
shorter  hours  and  increases  ranging  from 
$5  to  $10  per  month,  and  recognition  of  the 
union  was  also  insisted  upon.  This  strike 
was  in  the  fifth  day  of  its  continuance  at 
the  end  of  the  month. 

Three  strikes  were  reported  from  Ham- 
ilton, Ont.,  during  the  month.  The 
first  was  that  of  the  hatters  in  the 
employment  of  the  Royal  Hat  Com- 
pany, involving  eight  men,  due  to  the 
refusal  of  the  firm  to  dismiss  a  non-union 
employee  and  take  on  a  member  of  the 
union  in  his  place.  The  strike  began  on 
November  8,  and  was  still  unsettled  at  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  firm  having  decided 
in  future  to  discontinue  the  use  of  the 
hatters'    union    label    and    to    conduct    an 
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a  minimum  of  $2.25  per  day,  together  with 
a  readjustment  of  the  wages  paid  to  stove 
plate  moulders.  The  difficulty  in  the  print- 
ing trade  at  Halifax  remains  unchanged 
from  last  month.  The  moulders  who  went 
on  strike  at  Toronto  on  August  16,  on  the 
refusal  of  the  Gurney  Company  to  grant 
an  increase  of  15  per  cent  in  wages  and 


other  demands,  are  reported  to  have  found 
employment    elsewhere. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  which  began  or  were 
in  continuance  during  the  month  of  Nov- 
ember, and  which  have  been  reported  to  the 
department. 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 

(Information  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  November,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract : 

Construction  of  Post  Office,  Customs,  &c,  &c,  Building,  Richibucto,  N.B.,  Novem- 
ber 25,  1902,  $9,716. 

FAIR  WAGES   SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Masons 

Bricklayers 

Stonecutters 

Quarrymen 

Ordinary  labourers 

Carpenters 

Joiners 

Stair  builders 

Painters 

Plumbers 

Steamfltters 

Sheet  metal  roofers 

Driver  with  1  horse  and  cart.. 
Driver  with  2  horses  and  wagon 
Plasterers 


Rate  of 

Wages. 

Not  less  than  the  following  : 

$2  00 

per  day  of  10  hours. 

2  00 

<< 

10 

2  25 

<  < 

10 

1  50 

1 1 

10 

1  40 

<( 

10 

1  65 

t  t 

10 

1  65 

I  t 

10 

1  65 

tt 

10 

2  00 

tt 

10 

2  25 

tt 

10 

2  00 

tt 

10 

2  25 

tt 

10 

2  00 

t  f 

10 

3  00 

a 

10 

3  00 

tt 

10 

REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


THE  following*  report  of  a  department 
was  received  at  the  Department  of 
Labour,  Ottawa,  during  December,  1901 : — 

EUROPEAN  KEPORT. 
Apprenticeship  in  the  Printing  Trades. 

Rapport  sur  l'apprentissage  dans  l'impri- 
merie,  1899-1901,  Republique  francaise,  Mini- 
stere  du  Commerce,  de  l'lndustrie,  des  Postes 
et  des  Telegraphes,  Direction  du  Travail,  Office 
du  Travail,  Imprimerie  Nationale,  Paris,  320 
pages,   1902. 

The   above   report   embodies   the   results 
of     an     investigation     conducted    by    the 


French  Labour  Bureau  into  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  the  printing  and  allied  trades 
throughout  that  republic.       The  infornia-  , 
tion  obtained  shows  that  the  investigation 
wns    thorough,    the    statistical    tables,    of 
which    there    are   many    contained    in   the  j 
volume,  giving  a  very  considerable  amount 
of  detail.     Part  I.  of  the  report  is  devoted  ( 
to  a  resume  of  the  statutes  regulating  trade  | 
unions  and  apprenticeship  generally  prior 
to  the  discovery  of  printing;  the  laws  and 
regulations    obtaining    among    apprentices 
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in  the  printing  trades  from  the  discovery 
of  printing  to  the  French  Revolution  of 
1789,  and  legislation  on  the  same  subject 
since  that  date.  The  second  part  of  the 
report  takes  up  the  subject  of  apprentice- 
ship in  the  printing  trades  as  it  existed  in 
1899  and  describes  the  scope  and  methods 
adopted  in  carrying  on  the  investigation 
which  the  bureau  proposes  making.  Copies 
of  the  letters  of  instruction  as  to  the  ans- 
wering of  the  questions  and  the  filling  in 
of  other  information  on  the  blank  forms, 
are  given.  These  were  addressed  to  all 
the  employers  and  employees  organiza- 
tions in  France.  In  order  to  make  the 
classification  more  easy  the  republic  was 
divided  into  four  districts,  each  district 
being  composed  of  one  or  more  depart- 
ments. Algeria  and  the  colonies  formed  a 
fifth  division.  About  4.000  copies  of  the 
bureau's  questions  respecting  printing  es- 
tablishments were  sent  out.  Of  this  num- 
ber about  1,000  sent  replies.  The  returns 
received  were  distributed  according  to  em- 
ployees and  establishments.  These  estab- 
lishments were  grouped  according  to  large 
cities  of  over  50,000  inhabitants,  towns  of 
from  5,000  to  50,000  and  small  localities 
of  less  than  5,000  inhabitants.  There  were 
762  establishments  heard  from,  employing 
15,500  men.  Part  IV.  of  the  reports  deals 
with  the  conditions  of  apprentices,  and  is 
sub-divided  into  chapters  on  apprentice- 
ship contracts,  duration  of  apprenticeship, 
recruiting  of  apprentices,  fixity  of  appren- 
ticeship and  proportion  of  apprentices. 
With  reference  to  the  contract  of  appren- 
ticeship, 117  of  the  7G2  establishments 
heard  from  did  not  specify  whether  this 
contract  was  written  or  verbal,  409  de- 
clared it  was  verbal,  41  that  it  was  in  writ- 
ing, and  in  195  cases  the  parties  did  not 
mention  the  existence  of  a  contract.  In 
the  greater  number  of  cases  the  term  of 
apprenticeship  was  for  three  years;  two 
years  is,  however,  more  frequently  the 
term,  though  it  is  sometimes  for  five  years. 
Beyond  this  limit  cases  are  rare.  The  pro- 
portion of  apprentices  to  the  number  of 
workmen  varies,  but  the  general  average 
is  one  apprentice  to  five  workmen.  The 
7 


apprenticeship  condition  of  workmen,  the 
employment  of  women,  the  age  of  work- 
men, long  service  of  workmen,  the  method 
of  fixing  wages  and  salaries  paid  in  the 
printing  and  allied  trades,  schools  and  cur- 
riculum of  apprenticeship,  opinions  of  em- 
ployers and  workmen  on  apprenticeship 
conditions  are  each  dealt  with,  and  statis- 
tical tables  covering  each  of  these  headings 
form  the  balance  of  the  report. 


ENFORCEMENT     OF    FAIR     WAGES 

RESOLUTION  BY  POST   OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT,  NOV.,   1902. 

During  the  month  of  November  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned; all  of  these  orders  were  given  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  sweating  system,  and  securing  pay- 
ment to  the  working  men  and  working 
women  of  fair  wages,  and  the  performance 
of  the  work  under  proper  sanitary  condi- 
tions : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps   and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . . . 

Supplying  and  repairing  post  office  scales. 

Supplying  mail    bags 

Repairing  mail  bags 

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  supplying  mail 
bag  fittings 

Repairing  street  letter  boxes  and  mail 
clerks'  tin  boxes   .    .    

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing  postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official   uniforms 


$    334  78 
44  90 

509  52 

68  00 

1,357  10 

G93  72 

50  00 

16  00 

31  10 

1,539  00 


UNIONS     FORMED     DURING     THE 
MONTH    OF    NOVEMBER,    1902. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notices  of  the  following  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
November : — 
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Quebec: 

Montreal — Bootblacks. 

Hull — Licensed  victuallers. 

"        Papermakers. 
Windsor  Mills— Papermakers. 

Ontario: 

Brantford — Horseshoers. 
Guelph — Ontario    Agricultural    Employ- 
ees. 
London— Building  Trades  Council. 
"  Plumbers  and  Steamfitters. 

"  Theatrical  Stage  Workers. 

"  United  Brewery  Workers. 


St.  Catharines — Agricultural  Implement 

Workers. 
"  Metal  Polishers. 

"  Saw  Workers. 

Toronto — Brick  Workers. 

"  Gardeners   and  Florists. 

"  Tile  Setters. 

"  Women's   International    Union 

Label  League. 

Woodstock — Bricklayers  and  Masons. 

British  Columbia: 

Vancouver — Carpenters  and  Joiners. 


« 


Sheet  Metal  Workers. 


RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting 
labour  are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports 
and  other  legal  records  of  the  different  pro- 
vinces  of   Canada  :  — 

QUEBEC  CASES. 

Railway   Employees    and    Provident 
Societies. 

An  important  judgment    upon    a  point 
which  has  already  caused  much  discussion 
was  recently  given  by  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench,    Appeal    Side,    for  the  Province  of 
Quebec.  Kichard  Ramsden  was  employed  by 
the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  as  a 
conductor,  and  on  the  night  of  January  10, 
1900,  he  was  in  charge  of  a  freight  train 
on  its  way  from  Brockville  to    Montreal. 
The  train  came  into   St.  Henri  Junction 
under  the  protection  of  a  semaphore,  and 
while  waiting  here  was  struck  by  the  en- 
gine of  the  Lachine  suburban  train.  Rams- 
den attempted  to  escape,  but  was  caught 
between  the  engine  and  the  first  car  of  his 
own     train    and    crushed    to    death.     His 
widow  sued  the  G.T.R.  Co.,  both  for  her- 
self and  on  behalf  of  her  five  minor  chil- 
dren, for  damages,  claiming  that  the  acci- 
dent was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the 
company.     The  evidence   showed  that  the 
sand  valves  and  air  brakes  of  the  locomo- 
tive of  the  Lachine  train  were  in  a  defec- 
tive  condition,   and  that   the   engineer   in 
charge  had  repeatedly  reported  to  the  com- 


pany that  they  were  defective.  In  view 
of  this  fact  the  jury  awarded  $10,000  dam- 
ages— dividing  this  amount  into  $6,000  for 
the  widow  and  $4,000  for  the  children  of 
Ramsden.  This  is  the  largest  verdict 
which  has  been  given  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  in  a  case  of  this  kind  for  many 
years. 

Besides  denying  that  it  had  been  negli- 
gent, the  G.T.R.  Co.  contended  that  in  any 
event  there  could  be  no  claim  for  damages, 
because  Ramsden  was  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Insurance  and  Provident  So- 
ciety, a  by-law  of  which  states  that  all  in- 
sured in  the  society  waive  any  claim 
against  the  G.T.R.  Co.  for  damages  suf- 
fered whilst  in  its  employment,  in  consid- 
eration of  the  annual  sum  which  the  com- 
pany gives  to  the  society.  This  is  a  point 
which  arose  in  an  earlier  case,  in  which  it 
13  expected  that  judgment  will  soon  be 
given.  In  this  case  it  was  decided  that  the 
point  should  be  argued  later  before  a  court 
consisting  of  three  judges. 

This  latter  court  gave  judgment  against 
the  company;  and,  upon  a  further  appeal 
being  taken,  the  highest  court  in  the  pro- 
vince gave  a  unanimous  judgment,  con- 
firming the  judgment  and  verdict  which 
awarded  $10,000  to  the  widow  and  children 
of  the  deceased. 
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The  trial  of  this  case  was  reported  un- 
der the  name  of  Ramsden  v.   G.T.R.  Co. 
in  Vol.  1  of  the  Labour  Gazette,  at  p.  524. 
Two  Ontario  cases  in  which  the  right  of 
action  of  an  employee  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Company,  who  is  also  a  member 
of   the  G.T.R.   Provident   Society    (as   all 
employees   of  that  company  must  become 
in  order  to  be  put  on  the  permanent  list) 
are  reported  in  Vol.  2  of  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette, at  pp.  315  and  365  respectively.     In 
the  first  of  these  cases  (Lucy  v.  G.T.R.  Co.) 
it  was  held  that  such  an  employee  who  has 
been  injured  through  the  negligence  of  the 
company   could  recover   damages   from   it. 
In  the  latter  (Holden  v.  G.T.R.)  it  was  de- 
cided that  the  widow  of  such  an  employee 
could  recover  from  the  company. 

(Miller  v.  G.T.R.  Co.  Judgment  given  by  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench,  Appeal  Side,  at  Mont- 
real,   November   21,    1902.) 

Difference  in  Laws  regarding  Employers 
and  Employees. 

R  was  employed  by  P  to  work  a  hay- 
cutting  machine,  and  while  so  doing  his 
fingers  were  crushed.  He  brought  an  ac- 
tion against  his  employer,  but  did  not  bring 
forward  any  evidence  which  showed  clear- 
ly the  cause  of  the  accident,  or  that  the 
same  was  attributable  to  any  negligence  on 
the  part  of  his  employer.  The  action  was 
therefore  dismissed. 

In  rendering  judgment  Mr.  Justice 
Trenholme  remarked  that  the  modern  le- 
gislation prevailing  in  many  countries  put 
the  employee  in  such  a  position  that  if  in- 
jured he  was  generally  entitled  to  com- 
pensation whatever  might  be  the  cause 
of  the  accident,  unless  it  was  occasioned 
by  his  own  direct  fault;  under  the  law  of 
the  province  of  Quebec,  however,  it  was 
necessary  that  an  employee  claiming  dam- 
ages from  his  employer  for  injuries  re- 
ceived should  prove  that  the  accident  in 
question  was  caused  by  an  act  or  omission 
of  the  employer. 

(Robitaille     v.    Phelan.     Judgment     given     at 
Montreal  by  Mr.  Justice   Trenholme.) 


ONTARIO  CASE. 
Dismissal  of  Employee. 

L.   was  employed   for  a  fixed  period  by 
the  Goold  Bicycle  Co.  as  manager,  receiv- 
ing both  salary  and  also   a  percentage  on 
all  moneys  paid   in   on   sales.     Before  the 
expiration  of  his  engagement  the  company 
sold   their  business   and  L.   was   dismissed. 
He  then  brought   an   action,  claiming  his 
salary  for  the  balance  of  the  term  of  his 
engagement    and    also    the    percentage    on 
moneys    received    after    his    dismissal    for 
sales    previously   made,    and    a   percentage 
upon  the  sales  which  would  probably  have 
been  made   had  he  been  employed  until  the 
end  of  his  engagement.       The  court  held 
that   on   these   facts   alone  he   would  have 
been  entitled  to  his  salary  until  the  end  of 
the  term  and  to  a  percentage  on  moneys 
paid  in  after  his  dismissal  for  sales  pre- 
viously made;  but  that  he  could  not  have 
recovered    anything    as    percentage    upon 
sales  which  might  have  been  made  during 
the  balance  of  his  employment,  as  it  was 
altogether  too  uncertain  what  that  amount 
would  have  been.     But   as   it   appeared   in 
evidence  that  L.,  shortly  after  his  dismis- 
sal, had  been  employed  otherwise,  and  had 
received  from  such  employment  more  than 
the  damages  which  he  claimed,  his  action 
failed  and  it  was  dismissed  with  costs. 

(Laishley  v.  the  Goold  Bicycle  Co.  Judg- 
ment rendered  at  Toronto  by  Mr.  Justice  Fer- 
guson.) 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  CASE. 
Negligence  of  an  Electric  Company. 

W.  D.  was  employed  by  the  British 
Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company  as  a 
lineman.  While  repairing  the  transmis- 
sion system  on  the  electric  wires  between 
a  certain  power  house  belonging  to  the 
company  and  a  sub-station,  between  7  a.m. 
and  9  a.m.  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  Oc- 
tober 29,  1901,  he  received  an  electric 
shock  through  contact  with  the  transmis- 
sion wire  between  these  points.  His  father 
sued  the  company  for  damages,  alleging 
that  the  accident  was  caused  by  its  negli- 
gence. 


484 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


December,  1902 


In  answer  to  questions  submitted  to  it, 
the  jury  found  that  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  company  to  shut  off  the  electric  cur- 
rent on  the  wires  in  question  every  Sun- 
day morning  between  7  and  9  o'clock,  in 
order  that  its  employees  might  repair  the 
line  where  necessary,  and  that  the  deceased 
was  aware  of  such  custom,  and  that  he  was 
justified  in  relying  upon  its  being  observed 
upon  that  particular  morning.  The  jury 
also  found  that  W.  D.  was  obeying  the  in- 
structions of  the  company's  foreman  when 


he  met  his  death;  and  that,  as  instructed, 
he  had,  before  commencing  work,  tele- 
phoned to  the  sub-station  and  had  been 
informed  by  an  employee  of  the  company 
there  that  the  electric  current  between  the 
points  in  question  had  been  stopped.  A 
verdict  was  therefore  brought  in  against 
the  company  for  $750. 

(Dockings  v.  The  British  Columbia  Electric 
Co.  Action  tried  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  before  Mr. 
Justice  Walkem  and  a  special  jury,  July,  1902.) 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken 
to  have  information  as  complete  and 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re- 
ports, legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or 
opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 
Ottawa,  January  15,  1903. 

The  Gazette  of  the  present  month  is  de- 
voted largely  to  a  review  of  industrial  con- 
ditions in  Canada  during  the  year  1902. 
The  subject  is  dealt  with  in  a  number  of 
special  articles  dealing  with  general  or 
particular  phases  of  the  industrial  situa- 
tion. The  most  comprehensive  of  these 
reviews  is  an  article  entitled  '  Industrial 
and  Labour  Conditions  during  the  year 
1902.'  This  article  is  based  on  the  reviews 
which  appeared  from  month  to  month  in 
the  Gazette  and  on  other  information  re- 
ported elsewhere  in  current  numbers  i'nd 
received  by  the  department  from  reliable 
sources  during  the  year.  A  review  is 
given  of  industrial  disputes  during  the  past 
year,  and  conjointly  with  it  a  review  of 
the  industrial  disputes  of  the  year  previous. 
In  these  articles  the  information  which 
appears  in  the  monthy  descriptive  and  sta- 
tistical tables  of  trade  disputes  has  been 
carefully  classified  for  the  two  years  men- 
tioned and  so  arranged  as  to  admit  of  care- 
ful comparison  between  these  two  years, 
and  comparison  with  iuture  years.  This 
is  the  first  time  that  any  comprehensive 
statement  of  the  industrial  disputes  of  the 


Dominion  extending  over  an  entire  year 
has  been  made  in  Canada.  The  third 
article  reviews  settlements  of  industrial  dis- 
putes effected  by  the  Department  of  Labour 
during  the  year  under  the  Conciliation 
Act,  1900.  A  short  article  is  also  given 
descriptive  of  the  growth  of  labour  organi- 
zation during  the  year.  A  careful  perusal 
and  comparison  of  these  several  reviews 
will  indicate  that  from  an  industrial  and 
labour  standpoint  the  year  1902,  with  all 
its  vicissitudes  and  purposes  either  wholly 
or  partially  unachieved,  has  been  one  of 
substantial  expansion,  development  and 
progress.  In  a  word,  it  may  be  described 
as  having  been,  for  the  working  classes 
of  the  Dominion  as  a  whole  and  for  the 
country  generally,  a  good  year,  probably  the 
best  year  the  Dominion  has  ever  experi- 
enced. 

Elsewhere  in  the  present  number  special 
attention  is  directed  to  two  interesting 
plans  for  industrial  betterment,  the  pen- 
sion fund  scheme  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  which  was  completed 
during  the  month  of  December  and  came 
into  operation  on  the  first  day  of  this  year, 
and  the  system  of  profit-sharing  practised 
by  the  British  Columbia  Electric  Railway 
Company,  Limited,  which  has  been  in 
operation  some  little  time.  As  methods 
intended  to  assist  in  furthering  the  joint 
interests  of  capital  and  labour  and  the 
harmonizing  of  relations  between  employers 
and  employees,  each  of  those  practical 
measures  of  two  of  the  most  important 
transportation  corporations  in  the  Domin- 
ion are  worthy  of  careful  and  sympathetic 
examination  by  both  capitalists  and  work- 
ingmen. 
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The  partial  coal  famine  continued 
throughout  December  to  be  a  characteris- 
tic feature  of  the  closing  quarter  of  the 
year.  In  the  present  issue  attention  is 
devoted  in  a  short  special  article  to  the 
main  features  of  the  fuel  situation  in  the 
cities   of  the  Dominion.        Elsewhere  the 


regular  features  of  the  Gazette  dealing 
with  industrial  conditions  of  the  month  ; 
reviews  of  reports  and  other  documents  re- 
lating to  labour,  important  legal  decisions 
affecting  labour,  trade  disputes  of  the 
month,  &c,  &c,  are  dealt  with  as  in  pre- 
ceding numbers  of  the  Gazette. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS   DURING   THE 

MONTH   OF  DECEMBER. 

I.  GENERAL   SUMMARY. 


THE  advent  of  cold  weather  during  the 
month  of  December  was  the  feature 
which  chiefly  affected  the  labour  and  in- 
dustrial situation  in  Canada.  Generally 
speaking,  work  in  the  outdoor  trades  and 
industries  was  brought  to  a  standstill,  the 
close  of  navigation  in  particular  causing 
dulness  in  the  lines  depending  thereon  for 
employment.  Lumbering  in  British  Colum- 
bia has  showed  a  falling  off,  and  a  re-^ 
duced  product  of  the  Vancouver  mills 
was  reported.  In  the  interior  of  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  however,  increased  ship- 
ments were  reported  in  the  mining  in- 
dustry, and,  with  the  prospect  of  im- 
proved processes  of  concentrating  the  ores, 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  year  was  re- 
garded as  still  more  promising.  The 
Boundary  properties  as  well  reported  satis- 
factory outputs.  Metalliferous  mining  in 
Ontario  and  coal  mining  in  Nova  Scotia 
and  the  North-west  Territories  have  had 
a  good  month.  Among  the  trades,  plumb- 
ers were  perhaps  most  active  for  seasonal 
reasons.  The  bridge-building  industry  also 
reports  an  exceptionally  prosperous  season, 
and  manufacturing  generally  was  very  ac- 
tive during  the  month. 

The  most  important  instance  of  an  in- 
crease of  wages  granted  during  the  month 
was  that  by  which  2,000  employees  of  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  com- 
prising conductors,  trainmen  and  yardmen 
employed  east  of  Fort  William,  benefited. 
The  change  was  the  result  of  negotiations, 
covering  a  period  of  six  weeks,  between  the 
company  and  a  joint  committee  of  the 
Order  of  Railway  Conductors  and  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Trainmen.     Pas- 


senger conductors  north  of  Lake  Superior 
will  receive  $125  a  month  instead  of  $108. 
On  lines  east  of  the  lake  the  increase  is 
from  $100  a  month  to  $110  and  $115. 
Passenger  conductors  on  branch  lines  will 
be  paid  $90  instead  of  $80  a  month. 
Through  freight  conductors  who  were  paid 
$2.75  per  hundred  miles  will  receive  $2.90. 
Through  freight  brakemen  are  increased 
eight  cents  per  hundred  miles,  making  the 
rate  $1.95.  The  increase  on  way  freight 
trains  is  about  ten  per  cent  all  round. 
Baggagemen  receive  an  eight  per  cent  ad- 
vance. Their  wages  will  range  from  $53 
to  $70  a  month.  Yardmen's  wages  are  ad- 
vanced about  fifteen  per  cent.  In  the 
large  yards  foremen  will  receive  25  cents 
an  hour,  and  others  21  cents.  In  the 
smaller  yards  the  rates  will  be  23  and 
19  cents.  Approximately  stated,  the  new 
schedule  will  entail  an  additional  expendi- 
ture of  about  $250,000  by  the  company, 
the  increases  ranging  from  four  to  twenty 
per  cent.  Canal  men  in  the  employment 
of  the  Dominion  Government  on  the  Wel- 
land  Canal  were  also  granted  an  increase 
of  wages  during  the  month.  Papermakers 
at  Windsor  Mills,  Quebec,  were  granted  a 
reduction  in  hours. 

The    Manufacturing   Industry. 

Among  the  industries  of  Canada  chiefly 
characterized  by  activity  during  December 
was  manufacturing,  the  continuance  of  the 
movement  for  the  establishment  of  new 
manufactories  in  Ontario  being  particul- 
crly  noticeable.  The  installation  of  ma- 
chinery in  the  new  Deering  works  at  Ham-  j 
ilton  proceeded  satisfactorily,  and  employ- 


January,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


487 


ment  was  given  in  the  work  to  large  num- 
bers of  men.  New  factories  were  also  re- 
ported as  projected  in  Ottawa,  Montreal, 
Shawenegan  Falls,  Winnipeg  and  other 
cities.  In  Ontario  the  new  beet  sugar  in- 
dustry at  Berlin,  Wallaceburg  and  other 
points,  is  giving  extensive  employment.  The 
flour-milling  industry  may  be  mentioned 
as  among  those  particularly  active  during 
the  month,  the  grinding  of  Manitoba  wheat 
in  bond  at  Minneapolis  affording  a  con- 
siderable additional  outlet  for  the  western 
crop.  A  meeting  of  Canadian  pulp  and 
paper  manufacturers,  representing  thirty- 
four  firms,  employing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  20,000  men,  was  held  during  the 
month  and  various  proposals  of  moment 
to  the  future  of  the  industry  discussed. 
The  contractors  having  charge  of  the  Cana- 
dian Niagara  Company's  wheel  pit  have 
decided  to  extend  the  wheel  pit  to  double 
its  present  capacity  whereby  six  additional 
turbines,  each  of  10,000  horse-power,  will 
be  accommodated.  The  delivery  of  elec- 
tric power  in  Montreal  from  Shawenegan 
Falls  is  promised  for  the  near  future. 

Iron  and  Steel  Manufacture. 

A  feature  of  the  month  in  the  iron  and 
steel  industry  of  the  Dominion  was  the 
temporary  closing  down  of  the  Algoma 
Steel  Company's  mills  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
Ontario,  all  orders  of  the  company, 
amounting  to  something  over  30,000  tons, 
having  been  booked.  The  mills  in  question 
having  cost  over  $3,000,000,  having  a  capa- 
city of  from  400  to  500  tons  of  rails  per 
day,  and  over  500  men  being  thrown  out 
of  employment  by  their  closing  down,  made 
the  event  one  of  considerable  importance. 
Later  in  the  month,  however,  it  was  decided 
by  the  Temiscamingue  Kailway  Commis- 
sion, with  the  approval  of  the  Ontario 
government,  to  award  the  contract  for  the 
rails  for  the  first  60  miles  of  the  railway 
and  five  miles  of  siding  to  the  Algoma 
Steel  Company.  On  the  receipt  of  this 
and  other  contracts,  which  were  announced 
as  sufficient  to  keep  the  mills  in  continuous 
and  successful  operation  throughout  the 
winter,  the  mills  were  started  at  once.    In 


arriving  at  the  above  decision  the  com- 
mission had  in  mind  the  fact  that  the 
operation  of  the  mills  serves  the  triple 
purpose  of  ensuring  the  working  of  native 
iron  mines,  the  manufacture  of  iron  ores, 
and  the  operation  of  the  Algoma  Central 
Kailway. 

A  Petition  of  Right  of  the  Dominion 
Iron  and  Steel  Company  vs.  the  King,  was 
directed  by  the  Exchequer  Court  to  be  en- 
tered in  favour  of  the  company  for  the 
amount  claimed  in  the  petition,  $196,967.15. 
The  case  arose  upon  the  construction  of 
the  Dominion  statutes  authorizing  the  gov- 
ernment to  pay  bounties  on  steel  ingot, 
puddled  iron  bars  and  pig  iron  made  in 
Canada.  The  company  uses  the  product 
of  its  blast  furnaces  while  yet  in  a  molten 
state  for  the  manufacture  of  steel,  the  hot 
metal  being  taken  direct  from  the  blast 
furnace  to  the  steel  mill.  The  question 
was  raised  by  the  government  as  to  whe- 
ther the  company  was,  under  the  circum- 
stances, entitled  to  such  bounties  as  for 
the  manufacture  of  steel  from  pig  iron. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dominion  Iron  and 
Steel  Company,  held  on  December  18,  it 
was  decided  not  to  proceed  with  the  con- 
struction of  the  steel  rolling  mill  under 
consideration  for  some  time  past.  The 
mills  will  be  devoted  to  the  manufacture 
of  structural  and  other  kinds  of  steel  in- 
stead, it  being  considered  that  a  better 
market  will  be  secured  in  Canada  for  the 
latter  product  than  for  steel  rails. 

Agriculture. 

The  developments  of  leading  interest 
during  the  past  month  in  the  agriculture 
industry  have  perhaps  been  in  connection 
with  the  movement  of  the  western  crops, 
and  as  such  fall  also  to  be  consider- 
ed under  the  heading  of  transporta- 
tion. A  tabulated  statement  issued 
during  the  month  by  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  showed  the 
wheat  shipments  by  lake  from  elevators 
at  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William  for  the 
season's  navigation  of  1901  and  1902.  On 
this  authority  the  total  shipments  of  Cana- 
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dian  wheat  from  April  11  to  December  5, 
1902,  was  35,525,796  bushels,  as  against 
15,373,880  bushels  from  April  30  to  Decem- 
ber 5,  1901,  or  an  increase  of  over  20,000,- 
000  bushels.  The  amount  carried  by  Cana- 
dian vessels  to  Canadian  ports  in  1902  was 
22,051,144  bushels,  an  increase  of  12,389,- 
047,  and  by  United  States  vessels  to  United 
States  ports  12,010,803,  an  increase  of 
6,405,520  bushels.  There  were  23,514,995 
bushels  shipped  by  Canadian  vessels,  an 
increase  of  13,746,980,  and  12,010,803  by 
United  States  vessels,  an  increase  of  6,405,- 
520  bushels  over  last  year.  Canadian  ves- 
sels carried  627,643  bushels  of  oats,  an  in- 
crease of  541,862  bushels,  and  United  States 
vessels  26,000.  Of  barley,  Canadian  vessels 
carried  16,152  bushels. 

The  evidence  thus  afforded  as  to  the 
enormous  yield  of  the  past  year  in  agri- 
cultural products  in  Manitoba  and  the  Ter- 
ritories was  corroborated  by  an  official 
estimate  based  on  threshing  returns  issued 
by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  Mani- 
toba early  in  the  month,  which  placed  the 
total  yield  for  the  year  of  all  grains  at 
100,052,343  bushels,  of  which  wheat  con- 
stitutes 53,077,267  bushels.  This  shows  an 
increase  in  wheat  production  of  2,575,182 
bushels.  Oats  show  an  increase  of  6,681,- 
572  bushels,  while  the  yield  of  barley  nearly 
doubled,  the  total  being  11,848,422  as 
against  6,536,155  during  the  previous  year. 
The  yield  of  flax  was  564,440  bushels,  an  in- 
crease of  298,020  over  last  year,  or  of  over 
100  per  cent.  The  oat  crop  averaged  47  *5 
bushels  per  acre  or  7-2  bushels  in  excess 
of  1901.  Barley  showed  an  increase  in  the 
average  yield  per  acre  from  24  *2  bushels 
in  1901  to  35  -9  in  1902.  The  area  under 
crop  in  1902  was  2,039,940  acres. 

Further  interesting  particulars  regard- 
ing the  present  condition  of  agriculture  in 
Western  Canada  are  the  following,  also 
taken  from  the  bulletin  of  the  Manitoba 
Agriculture  Department.  The  yield  of 
potatoes  was  3,459,325  bushels,  and  of  roots 
3,230,995  bushels.  The  productions  of 
dairy  and  creamery  butter  were  3,915,875 
pounds,   valued  at  $136,660.     The  cheese 


factories  of  the  province  produced  a  pro- 
duct of  1,093,653  pounds,  valued  at  $111,- 
433.  Poultry  sold  by  farmers  shows  a 
total  of  481,195,  of  which  363,020  were 
chickens  and  83,095  turkeys.  The  returns 
of  live  stock  show  146,591  horses,  282,343 
cattle,  20,518  sheep  and  95,598  pigs.  There 
were  4,000  beef  cattle  exported  and  20,000 
stockers  sent  to  the  North-west  Territories. 
The  material  reductions  in  the  production 
of  butter  thus  indicated  are  attributed 
mainly  to  the  bad  roads  which  prevented 
milk  deliveries  early  in  the  season. 

In  the  Territories  the  total  yield  of 
wheat,  oats  and  barley,  according  to  the 
most  recent  official  bulletins,  will  be  about 
36,000,000,  as  compared  with  23,000,000  last 
year.  Of  the  total,  wheat  supplies  14,649,- 
500  bushels,  oats  10,725,500  bushels  and 
barley  844,000  bushels,  the  figures  indicat- 
ing a  substantial  increase  in  all  three 
products. 

An  important  convention  of  the  month 
was  that  of  the  Ontario  Fruit  Growers' 
Association,  which  met  at  Walkerton  on 
December  1,  and  was  extended  for  three 
days.  The  eleventh  annual  meeting  of  the 
Pomological  and  Fruit  Growers'  Society 
also  took  place  in  December,  at  Waterloo, 
Que.  The  fat  stock  exhibition  held  at 
Quelph,  Ont.,  was  another  event  of  the 
month  of  more  than  local  significance  for 
the  agricultural  industry,  and  its  success 
will  undoubtedly  have  a  beneficial  result 
on  scientific  farming  generally.  The  meet- 
ing of  the  Experimental  Union  in  the 
same  city  was  also  the  means  of  dissemi- 
nating much  interesting  and  useful  recent 
information. 

The  Canadian  dairying  industry  closed 
a  very  successful  year's  operations  in  De- 
cember. The  cheese  season  of  1902  was 
remarkable  in  three  important  particulars. 
There  was  an  increase  of  over  15  per  cent 
in  the  aggregate  volume  of  exports.  Satis- 
factory prices  were  maintained,  farmers 
realizing  on  the  average  $1.50  per  box 
more  this  season  than  last  ;  finally  there 
was  a  marked  improvement  in  the  quality 
of  cheese.    Butter  shipments  via  Montreal 
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this   season   also    exceeded   those   of    1901 
by  nearly  $2,000,00*). 

Transportation. 

The  car  famine,  which  was  the  cause  of 
so  much  inconvenience  and  loss  to  the 
business  public  in  November,  continued 
during  December,  though  with  only  slight 
abatement  in  the  closing  week  as  the 
volume  of  traffic  caused  by  the  holiday 
trade  diminished.  With  so  much  of  the 
western  crop  yet  to  be  moved  and  with  the 
coal  carrying  business  as  yet  far  from  being 
overtaken,  relief  is  not  anticipated  for1 
some  time  to  come.  An  important  an- 
nouncement of  the  month  was  that  of  the 
Department  of  Railways  and  Canals,  to 
the  effect  that  the  operations  of  the  Inter- 
colonial Eailway  for  the  last  fiscal  year 
show  a  profit  of  $96,822,  the  earnings  of 
the  year,  as  compared  with  1901,  having 
increased  $699,150,  while  the  expenditure 
advanced  only  $114,141.  The  above  balance 
is  accordingly  left  after  the  wiping  out  of 
the  loss  of  $488,186  incurred  in  1900-1901. 
The  total  earnings  of  the  road  for  the  year 
just  past  were  $5,617,385.  It  was  announced 
that  the  surplus  would  be  devoted  largely 
to  improvement  of  the  roadbed  and  in 
adding  to  the  number  of  cars.  The  Cana- 
dian Pacific  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way Companies  are  also  continuing  to  add 
to  their  car  capacity,  the  former  company 
having  given  large  contracts  during  the 
month  to  a  Scotch  firm  for  locomotives 
and  to  the  Algoma  Central  car  shops  at 
Sault  Ste.  Marie  for  flat  cars,  the  com- 
pany's own  shops  being  too  busy  to  turn 
out  the  cars  required.  The  capacity  of  the 
company's  car  shops  at  Toronto  Junction 
is  also  to  be  materially  increased.  With  re- 
gard to  railway  line  extensions,  a  number  of 
important  announcements  were  made  dur- 
ing the  month.  In  the  west  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  will  introduce  a  number 
of  improvements  upon  existing  lines  and 
will  construct  new  lines  northwards  from 
the  main  line,  the  improvements  and  con- 
struction work  in  question  to  cost,  accord- 
ing to  estimates,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
110,000,000.      In   the  province   of   Quebec, 


and  in  Ontario  also,  charters  for  new  rail- 
ways have  been  applied  for  on  an  extensive 
scale.  In  the  official  Gazette  of  December 
20,  notice  was  given  of  the  application 
for  a  charter  of  incorporation  for  the' 
Grand  Trunk  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
but  no  additional  information  of  import- 
ance as  to  details  was  announced.  Street 
railway  earnings  in  the  leading  Canadian 
cities  showed  an  increase  during  the  past 
month,  and  the  companies  are » preparing 
for  still  further  increases  in  traffic. 

The  Cattle  Embargo. 

An  event  attended  with  very  serious  con- 
sequences for  the  export  cattle  trade  of 
Canada  was  the  outbreak,  late  in  Novem- 
ber, of  the  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the 
New  England  States,  which  led  to  an  ex- 
tensive quarantine  against  the  infected 
regions,  the  British  authorities  forbidding 
the  importation  of  cattle  from  six  northern 
states  of  the  union.  Inasmuch  as  the! 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  which 
has  its  winter  port  at  Portland,  Maine,  is 
a  heavy  shipper  of  cattle,  the  effect  upon 
Canadian  trade  was  felt  immediately.  The 
Canadian  government  also  prohibited  the 
importation  into  Canada  of  cattle,  sheep 
and  swine  from  the  states  in  question.  The 
embarkation  of  live  stock  at  Canadian 
Atlantic  ports  on  board  ships  from  New 
England  ports,  and  the  shipment  of  live 
stock  in  bond  over  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company's  short  line,  through 
Maine  to  St.  John  and  Halifax,  were  like- 
wise stopped,  the  British  authorities  being 
equally  desirous  of  preventing  shipments 
via  the  short  line  in  bond  as  from  Ameri- 
can ports,  and  positively  refusing  to  con- 
cur in  any  relaxation.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  and  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way companies  accordingly  arranged  to 
hand  over  their  cattle  trains  from  the 
west  to  the  Intercolonial  railway  at  Mont- 
real, to  be  run  by  the  authorities  of  that 
railway  to  St.  John,  N.B.  The  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  and  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way accepting  cattle  at  all  stations  as  be- 
fore for  export  to  Great  Britain.  Hides 
and  skins  were  also  forbidden  to  be  im- 
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ported  into  Canada  from  the  New  England 
States,  the  prohibition  being  made  to  in- 
clude hides  from  Great  Britain  and  Buenos 
Ayres  passing  through  the  states  in  ques- 
tion, whether  in  sealed  cars  or  not,  &< 
measure  which  caused  considerable  incon- 
venience in  the  tanning  industry,  several 
tanneries  depending  upon  South  American 
hides  having  already  contracted  for  their 
supplies  and  the  latter  being,  on  the  out- 
break of  the  disease,  en  route  to  the  for- 
bidden ports.  Later  in  the  month  the 
Canadian  railways  were  notified  by  the 
Governor  of  Illinois  that  an  order  had 
been  passed  by  that  state  not  only  against 
the  infected  New  England  States  but  also 
against  those  bordering  thereon,  includ- 
ing* Nev.  York  and  Pennsylvania  as  well 
as  the  provinces  of  Quebec  and  Ontario, 
the  entry  of  cars  from  these  districts  being 
prohibited.  Apart  from  the  general  de- 
moralization of  the  trade  caused  by  the 
above  regulations  several  instances  vere 
reported  of  severe  losses  to  Canadian  ship- 
pers whose  cargoes  were  already  en  route 
when  the  embargo  was  imposed.  One  effect 
of  the  incident  has  been  to  cause  consider- 
able discussion  as  to  the  possibility  of  a 
Canadian  dead  meat  trade,  by  which  incon- 
venience could  be  averted  in  the  case  of 
cattle  disease  occurring.  The  chief  diffi- 
culty of  the  dead  meat  problem  thus  far 
has  been  the  lack  of  a  market  for  the  offal 
in  the  shape  of  a  plant  to  utilize  the  hair, 
hoofs,  bones,  intestines,  &c,  of  the  dead 
animals. 

Trade  Conditions. 

General  trade  conditions  during  the 
month  continued  satisfactory.  Official  re- 
turns of  imports  and  exports  show  in- 
creases, and  domestic  trade  was  materially 
benefited  by  the  advent  of  cold  weather. 
Wholesalers  in  the  larger  centres  were 
mainly  engaged  on  the  yearly  balance,  but 
retailers  on  the  whole  report  the  largest 
holiday  trade  on  record.  Good  sleighing 
added  another  stimulus  to  country  trade. 
Collections  were  generally  good  and  the 
record  of  failures  satisfactory.  Securities 
still  suffered  from  depression,  the  market 


continuing  closely  related  to  the  rates  for 
money. 

Reporting  to  the  Department  of  Trade 
and  Commerce  from  Cape  Town,  the  Cana- 
dian agent  in  South  Africa  states  that 
substantial  reductions  have  been  made  by 
the  Transvaal  government  in  the  duties 
for  food  stuffs  and  the  necessaries  of  in- 
dustrial production,  though  the  tariff  as 
thus  amended  must  be  regarded  as  only 
provisional.  The  following  articles  are  at 
present  on  the  free  list  : — Agricultural  im- 
plements, machinery  of  all  kinds,  cement, 
iron,  timber  (including  ceiling  and  flooring 
boards),  plane,  tongued  or  grooved  plane 
boards  unshaped,  and  poles.  Wood  pro- 
ducts are  admitted  at  7£  per  cent  ad  val- 
orem; also  manufactured  wood,  cotton 
prints,  clothing,  leatherware,  linen  goods, 
furniture  oil,  blankets,  pianos  and  organs, 
and  bicycles. 

Montreal  Port  Returns. 

A  number  of  interesting  facts  in  con- 
nection with  the  general  trade  of  the  coun- 
try are  contained  in  the  record  of  the  port 
of  Montreal  for  the  past  navigation  season 
which  closed  on  December  1.  That  the 
year  has  been  a  satisfactory  one  is  proved 
by  the  following  statistics  which  show  that 
the  customs  collections  have  been  the 
largest  in  the  history  of  the  ports  : — 

November,  1901 $    758,679  12 

November,   1902 1,050,451  50 


Increase $    291,772  38: 

For  the  five  months  ending  November; 

30  :— 

1901 $4,254,832  37 

1902 5,129,817  03 


Ineraese $    874,984  66 

The  number  of  vessels  and  volume  of 
tonnage  to  the  port  has  greatly  increased,? 
though  it  is  stated  that,  owing  to  the  high 
rate  of  insurance  on  cargoes  and  hulls, 
profits  in  the  shipping  of  the  port  havd 
been  greatly  reduced.  There  was  an  in-j 
crease  of  fifteen  vessels  in  the  arrivals  at 
the  port,  namely,  757  as  against  742  las* 
year,  and  the  total  tonnage  registered  wa; 
1,528,048,   exceeding  that  of  last  year  b; 
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about  75,000  tons.  The  release,  after  the 
South  African  war,  of  a  number  of  steam- 
ships in  the  employ  of  the  Imperial  govern- 
ment for  transport  service  accounted  in 
part  for  the  increase  in  tonnage.  Outward 
freights  are  reported  to  have  been  of  a 
very  general  character,  and  there  was  a 
large  increase  in  imports  principally  in  con- 
struction iron,  steel  rails,  coal,  and  general 
cargo  from  foreign  ports.  There  were 
eleven  accidents  reported  during  the  sea- 
son. The  inauguration  of  the  new  com- 
bined line  from  Montreal  in  the  summer 
and  Halifax  and  St.  John  in  the  winter 
to  South  African  ports  was  inaugurated 
by  the  sailing  of  the  Allan  line  ss.  Ontarian 
on  November  26.  The  Elder-Dempster  line 
ss.  Melville  followed  on  November  28,  the 
third  sailing  being  on  December  18,  when 
the  Furness  line  steamship  sailed  from  St. 
John.  There  was  an  increase  of  about 
$43,000  in  wharfage  receipts.  The  quantity 
of  coal  brought  into  Montreal  from  lower 
ports  was  171,032  tons  in  excess  of  1901. 
Passenger  traffic  was  reported  on  the  whole 
much  ahead  of  last  season  by  the  various 
lines.  The  season  was  also  a  remarkable 
one  for  development  and  alterations  along 
the  harbour  front  and  wharfs,  and  many 
important  improvements  have  been  carried 
out.  The  beginning  of  a  new  Weber  ele- 
vator, to  be  completed  on  August  1,  1903, 
and  to  have  a  handling  capacity  for  re- 
ceiving of  18,000  bushels  per  hour  from 
boats  and  of  twenty  cars  per  hour  from 
cars,  and  for  shipping  of  80,000  bushels 
per  hour  to  vessels  and  forty-eight  cars 
per  hour  to  cars,  was  an  important  event 
of  the  year.  Working  only  one-third  of 
the  time  during  a  season  of  150  days,  the 
new  elevator  will  be  capable  of  receiving 
and  shipping  more  than  18,000,000  bushels. 

Immigration  and  Colonization. 

Reports  published  by  the  Department  of 
Immigration  indicate  that  the  population 
of  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories has  been  augmented  during  1902  by 
fully  100,000  people.  These  figures  in- 
clude not  only  the  number  of  duly  regis- 


tered  immigrants,   which   is   estimated   at 
the  close  of  the  year  to  have  been  about 
87,800,  but  the  independent  class  as  well, 
who   do   not   register   and   with   regard   to 
whose  exact  percentage  to   the  total  only 
an  approximation  is  possible.   Almost  every 
Canadian  immigration  society  shows  large 
increases  in  business  for  the  year.      The 
Women's  National  Immigration  Society  of 
Montreal,  for  instance,  reported  that  365 
immigrants  had  passed  through  the  insti- 
tution,  or  an   increase  of   thirty-six   over 
last  year.    During  the  eleven  months  ended 
November  30,  63,724  immigrants  left  Bri- 
tish  ports   alone   for    Canada.     Prospects 
for  the  coming  year,   moreover,   are  that 
the   movement   will   be    continued    on    an 
equal  if  not  a  larger  scale,  and  arrange- 
ments for  its  efficient  handling  are  being 
made  both  by  the  government  and  by  the 
railway  companies.    The  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway     Company    having    discontinued 
building   freight    cars    at    the    Hochelaga 
shops  and  being  now  engaged  on  passenger 
coaches  with  the  demands  of  the  coming 
immigration  season  in  view.  Further  regu- 
lations were  drawn  up  by  the  Immigration 
Department  of  the  Dominion  during  the 
month  with  regard  to  the  deportation  of 
immigrants  suffering  from  loathsome,  in- 
fectious  or   dangerous   diseases.     The   ar- 
rangement for  an  exclusive  sale  of  school 
lands  in  the  Territories  by  the  territorial 
government   in   May   and  June  next  was 
also   reported  during  December,   an  upset 
price  of  not  less  than  $7  per  acre  being 
placed  upon  the  lands  in  question.    During 
the  month  many  applications  from  Ameri- 
can and  other  syndicates  seeking  land  con- 
cessions in  New  Ontario  were  received.    A 
scheme   for    the     colonization    of    British 
agriculturists  in  Alberta  was  also  approved 
of.    The  British  Columbia  government  was 
advised  on  December  13  that  the  Dominion 
government  had  disallowed  the  recent  anti- 
Japanese  legislation  of  the  provincial  legis- 
lature, including  the  Coal  Mines  Regula- 
tion Act  and  the  British  Columbia  Immi- 
gration Act.     By  a  decision  of  the  Privy 
Council,   reported   during  December,  Jap- 
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anese,  whether  naturalized  or  not,  cannot 
register  for  voting  purposes  in  British 
Columbia. 

Favourable  reports  with  regard  to  colo- 
nization were  also  received  from  British 
Columbia. 

Notes. 

On  December  5  a  message  was  trans- 
mitted around  the  world  from  Ottawa  via 
the  Pacific  cable  in  six  hours  and  three 
minutes. 

At  Wanstead,  Ontario,  on  December 
26,  a  collision  between  freight  and  passen- 
ger trains  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway- 
resulted  in  the  loss  of  28  lives,  41  being 
injured. 

A  scarcity  in  some  lines  of  provisions, 
reported  in  Dawson  as  owing  to  the  fear 
of  overstocking  during  the  early  autumn 
months  by  merchants,  has  caused  a  rise  in 
price  in  butter,  eggs,  bacon  and  hams. 

The  McAlpine  Tobacco  Company  and 
the  Consumers'  Tobacco  Company  of  Wind- 
sor have  amalgamated  and  have  been  in- 
corporated as  the  McAlpine  Consumers' 
Tobacco  Company,  Limited,  with  a  share 
capital  of  $500,000,  and  head  offices  at  To- 
ronto. 

On  December  14  the  Stonewall  Jackson 
Cigar  Factory  in  Montreal,  one  of  the 
largest  in  Canada,  was  totally  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  stock  in  the  factory,  including 
over  1,000,000  cigars,  being  consumed.  The 
establishment  employed  160  hands. 

Negotiations  for  the  establishment  of*a 
dressed  meat  factory  at  Toronto  Junction 
were  reported  during  the  month,  the  new 
company  to  erect  abattoirs  and  other  build- 
ings to  cost  between  $100,000  and  $150,000, 
and  provision  to  be  made  for  the  manu- 
facture of  every  by-product  from  the 
animals. 

It  was  announced  that  the  head  office  of 
the  Wnite  Pass  and  Yukon  Railway  Com- 
pany will  be  moved  from  Seattle  to  Van- 
couver early  in  January.  As  fully  75 
per  cent  of  the  merchandise  shipped  into 
the  Yukon  is  now  of  Canadian  origin  it 


is  held  to  be  more  convenient  to  have  the 
offices  at  the  point  where  trade  centralizes. 

Not  in  many  years  has  the  record  of 
disasters  on  the  great  lakes  equalled  that 
of  the  closing  week  of  November  and  the 
opening  week  of  the  past  month,  over  54 
lives  being  lost.  With  the  exception  of 
the  Bannockburn,  however,  owned  by  the 
Montreal  Transportation  Company,  the  ves- 
sels wrecked  were  chiefly  wooden,  and  the 
money  loss  will  not,  accordingly,  be  very 
great. 

During  the  month  a  conference  of  the 
premiers  and  certain  cabinet  ministers  of 
the  several  provinces  of  the  Dominion  was 
held  at  Quebec,  Que.,  opening  on  Decem- 
ber 18,  Premier  Parent  of  Quebec  being 
elected  to  preside.  The  questions  of  federal 
representation,  Dominion  subsidies  to  the 
provinces,  and  other  principles  involved  in 
the  confederation,  it  was  understood,  were 
among  the  matters  to  be  discussed.  No 
official  statement  as  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  conference  was  made  at  the  end  of  the 
month. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  Bank  of 
Commerce  shows  that  the  net  profits,  after 
making  the  usual  deductions,  amount  to 
$1,028,509.  The  balance  at  credit  of  profits 
and  loss  brought  forward  from  last  year  h 
amounts  to  $251,000.  The  sum  of  $56,000. 
was  used  to  pay  dividends  at  the  rate  of 
7  per  cent  per  annum,  and  there  was  trans-j 
f erred  to  the  rest  account  the  sum  of  $500,-1 
000,  making  the  reserve  total  up  to  $2,-1 
500,000. 

The  chief  place  of  business  of  the  Alex-j 
ander  Gibson  Railway  and  Manufacturing 
Company,  it  is  announced,  will  be  at  Marys-; 
ville,  N.B.,  the  land  and  dwelling  houses 
of  which  are  the  property  of  the  company 
The  capital  of  the  company  is  $5,000,000; 
divided   into   50,000   shares   of  $100   each 
The  properties  in  its  control  consist  of  th< 
Canada  Eastern  Railway,  from  Fredericj 
ton   to   Chatham,   137   miles  ;    the  cottor 
mill  at  Marysville,  the  annual  output  on! 
which    is    over    $700,000   yearly  ;    lumber 
properties,  consisting  of  250,000  acres  hel< 
in  fee  simple  and  250,000  acres  held  unde 
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license,  and  saw-mills,  shingle  mills  and 
lath  mills  at  Marysville  and  at  Blackville, 
with  an  annual  capacity  of  over  40,000,000 
superficial  feet. 

The  subjects  of  technical  education  and 
manual  training  received  considerable  at- 
tention in  Canada  during  the  month.  The 
proposal  to  turn  the  technical  school  in  To- 
ronto, as  part  of  a  general  movement,  into 
a  high  school  and  merge  it  with  the  city's 
education  system,  was  strongly  opposed  by 
the  labour  organizations,  which  were  of  the 


opinion  that  its  efficiency  as  an  educational 
institute  for  skilled  artisans  would  thereby 
be  seriously  impaired.  The  subject  of 
manual  training  was  discussed  at  a 'meet- 
ing of  the  Experimental  Union  at  Guelph, 
Ont.,  and  at  St.  John,  N.B.,  a  movement 
in  its  favour  was  reported.  In  Montreal 
also  the  facilities  of  the  city  for  technical 
education  were  discussed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Mechanics'  Institute  at  which  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  technical  school  was  re- 
commended. 


II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  December  has  produced  a 
great  change  in  the  activity  of  the  labour 
field;  compared  to  the  previous  month  it  is 
far  behind  in  out-door  activity,  the  marked 
change  being  due  to  weather  conditions, 
which  were  unusually  severe  and  boisterous. 
The  building  trades,  which  gave  good  pro- 
mise earlier,  were  practically  inert,  nearly 
all  out-door  work  being  suspended  tempora- 
rily. Nearing  the  end  of  the  month  some 
of  the  operations  were  resumed,  however, 
but  on  the  whole  this  department  of  the 
labour  field  has  relaxed  materially.  The 
retail  stores  were  very  active  and  retailers 
report  an  unusually  busy  season.  Com- 
mercial activity  has  been  very  marked,  and 
shipping  circles  have  enjoyed  a  splendid 
season.  The  wholesale  trade  has  been 
about  normal  and  printing  has  awakened, 
the  demand  being  in  excess  of  the  supply. 
All  the  employees  of  the  Echo-Chronicle, 
displaced  by  a  lock-out  some  five  months 
since,  have  obtained  work  in  other  estab- 
lishments, and  a  force  of  non-union  men 
md  women  are  now  effecting  the  issue  of 
iie  Echo  and  Chronicle. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  fishing  industry  has  not  been  as 
productive  as  that  of  the  previous  month; 
here  has  been  some  activity  in  the  local 


lobster  industry,  but  the  latter  has  not 
been  more  than  normal.  Weather  condi- 
tions have  been  very  severe  all  along  the 
coast.  The  lumbering,  manufacturing  and 
mining  industries  are  all  reported  to  be  in 
a  healthy  condition. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  had  a  poor  month;  work  has-been 
remarkably  good  for  the  season,  but  the 
weather  prevented  the  activity  which  would 
have  been  otherwise  enjoyed.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  have  been  situated  similarly. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  have  been  fairly 
busy.  Painting,  decorating  and  paper- 
hanging  have  relaxed.  Plumbers  and  gas 
fitters  are  busy.  Stonecutters  are  well  em- 
ployed. Builders'  labourers  report  work  in- 
terfered with  by  weather  conditions. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  trades  are  enjoying  a  fairly 
good  season,  and  the  outlook  is  very  pro- 
mising. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood-workers,  upholsterers  and  carriage- 
makers  report  work  normal.  Coopers  are 
very  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Pressmen 
are  well  employed.  Printers  are  enjoying 
a  splendid  season,  every  available  hand 
being  employed. 

Transport.  —  Transportation  companies 
have  been  very  active  during  the  month, 
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and  all  branches  connected  therewith  have 
shared  in  the  activity. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  branch  has  en- 
joyed a  busy  month. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Amherst. — The  Maritime  Heating  Com- 
pany, Limited,  is  the  latest  addition  to  in- 
dustries in  this  district;  capital,  $100,000. 

Maitland. — A  new  schooner,  Marjorie  J. 
Sumner,  a  modern  vessel,  354  tons  regis- 
tered, was  launched  during  the  month. 

Glace  Bay. — Marconi's  system  of  wire- 
less telegraphy  was  successfully  effected  on 
the  22nd  of  the  month. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,   P.E.I.,   AND 
DISTKICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  during  December  was 
duller  on  the  whole  than  in  the  previous 
month,  a  characteristic  condition  in  the 
province  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
work  of  rebuilding  the  tobacco  factory,  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  is  giving  employment  to 
about  twenty  men,  but  an  equal  number  of 
tobacco  workers  were  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment. The  closing  down  of  one 
foundry  threw  twenty-five  men  out  of  work, 
but  a  number  secured  employment  within 
and  without  the  province,  leaving  three- 
fifths  of  the  original  force  idle.  The  burn- 
ing of  the  market  house  and  the  necessarily 
hurried  erection  of  a  temporary  building 
gave  a  large  force  of  workmen  a  few  days' 
employment.  The  purchase  of  additional 
property  by  the  Dominion  Packing  Com- 
pany, with  a  view  of  enlarging  the  plant, 
was  another  feature  of  the  month.  The 
sudden  and  unexpected  closing  of  naviga- 
tion about  the  10th  of  the  month  caused  a 
number  of  produce  laden  vessels  to  be 
frozen  in  at  Charlottetown  and  other  island 
ports.  The  summer  steamers  also  stopped 
for  the  season  and  the  burden  of  transpor- 
tation fell  upon  the  winter  steamers,  which 
were  severely  taxed  to  relieve  the  freight 


congestion.  The  Manchester  trade,  which 
took  away  a  large  quantity  of  live  stock 
and  produce,  caused  further  activity  in 
shipping  circles.  Hence  the  longshoremen 
and  freight-handlers  were  kept  exception- 
ally busy.  Owing  to  bad  weather  the! 
Christmas  retail  trade  was  duller  than! 
usual. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

December  as  usual  was  a  quiet  month  in! 
agriculture  in  this  province.  The  farmers' 
were  hampered  in  their  marketing  by  the! 
poor  roads,  but  managed  to  dispose  of  aJ 
considerable  number  of  cattle,  sheep,  live! 
and  dead  hogs,  poultry,  oats,  &c. 

Smelt  and  eel  fishing  was  carried  on' 
briskly,  and  shipments  have  been  made  to 
the  United  States.  Work  on  the  Hills- 
borough bridge,  at  which  500  men  were 
employed,  closed  down  for  the  season.! 
About  75  men  are  still  employed  on  the! 
Belfast  and  Murray  Harbour  Railway,  but! 
these  will  soon .  be  discharged  until  next! 
spring. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  are  practi-1 
cally  idle.  Carpenters  and  joiners  have' 
been  fairly  busy.  Lathers  and  plasterers! 
have  found  work  dull.  Painters  have  had! 
a  dull  month.  Plumbers  have  been  fairly! 
busy.  Builders'  labourers  have  had  a  dull' 
month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  iron  workers  and 
helpers,  have  had  a  fairly  busy  month.1 
Blacksmiths  have  been  busy.  Bicycle 
workers  have  closed  down  for  the  season.    I 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Coopers  have  been  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  been  busy.  Bookbinders  were  also 
busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  steady 
employment. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  were  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  were  fairly 
busy.     Clerks  were  busy. 
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Transport. — Freight-handlers  and  steam-'  with  them  and  quit  work,  but  the  matter 
boatmen  were  busy  the  first  part  of  the  was  amicably  arranged  by  the  non-union- 
month,  ists  joining  the  teamsters'  union. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  had 
good  employment  for  part  of  the  month. 


ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.    W.   H.    Coates,   Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

December  showed  a  marked  improve- 
ment over  November  in  the  labour  market. 
The  winter  port  business  is  rapidly  increas 
ing.  The  aggregate  shipments  of  cattle 
up  to  December  30  were  290  cars,  and  80 
cars  of  cattle  are  now  on  the  way  to  this 
port.  It  is  stated  that  this  business  has 
increased  104  per  cent  over  the  same  period 
last  year,  and  the  inward  shipments  have 
been  50  per  cent  in  excess  of  last  season. 
Grain  shipments  also  promise  to  exceed 
those  of  last  winter,  and  up  to  Decem- 
ber 22  the  elevator  at  West  St.  John 
handled  300,000  bushels  more  grain  than 
was  received  up  to  the  same  date  last  year. 
The  different  express  companies  were  over- 
taxed during  the  holiday  season  handling 
parcels.  A  charter  was  recently  made  here 
by  a  steamer  to  load  deals  for  the  west 
coast  of  England  at  thirty  shillings  a 
standard,  being  the  lowest  rate  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  port.  Bank  clearings  for  the 
four  weeks  ending  December  24,  were 
$3,402,042;  for  corresponding  period  last 
year,  $3,003,372,  being  $398,670  in  excess 
of  1901,  and  $233,174  less  than  November 
of  the  current  year.  Wholesale  and  retail 
dealers  report  the  Christmas  trade  better 
than  it  has  been  for  many  years.  During 
the  month  a  slight  disturbance  in  the 
Cornwall  cotton  mills  occurred.  A  fore- 
man of  the  carding  room  was  discharged, 
and  the  men  in  the  department  quit  work 
in  sympathy  with  him.  The  matter  was 
satisfactorily  arranged,  and  the  regular 
order  of  things  was  resumed.  During  a  re- 
cent heavy  snow  storm  a  number  of  team- 
sters were  employed  hauling  snow  from  the 
streets,  among  whom  were  nine  non-union 
men.   The  union  teamsters  refused  to  work 


CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  weather  has  interfered  with  the 
fishermen  doing  much,  and  all  kinds  of  fish 
are  scarce.  Quotations  are:  halibut,  15 
cents  per  lb.;  cod  and  haddock,  5  cents  per 
lb.;  cod  steak,  8  to  10  cents  per  lb.;  pick- 
erel, 6  cents  per  lb.;  frozen  herring,  20 
cents  per  dozen.  The  lumber  cut  on  the 
St.  Croix  this  winter  will  amount  to  27,- 
000,000  feet.  Reports  from  other  parts  of 
the  province  state  that  the  prospects  are 
good  for  a  large  cut  this  year. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  report  trade  good.  Book- 
binders are  active. 

Clothing  trade. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  good  trade. 
Butchers  and  meat  cutters  are  active. 
Cigarmakers  are  kept  busy.  Broom-mak- 
ers are  busy. 

Transport.  —  Railroad  trackmen  and 
freight-handlers  are  busy.  Ship  labourers 
are  busy.  Street  railway  employees  report 
business  good.  Teamsters  and  expressmen 
are  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
fairly  well  employed. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Chatham. — The  smelt  fishing  is  a  failure 
so  far. 

Fredericton. — Several  thousand  dollars 
will  be  spent  in  repairs  on  the  highway 
bridge  over  the  St.  John  river  this  winter. 

Grand  Salmon  River. — The  repairs  to 
the  dam  at  Bostwick's  mill  were  completed 
before  winter  set  in,  and  it  is  now  in 
readiness  for  a  big  season's  work. 

Maugerville. — A  large  modern  mill  is 
being  erected;  sawing  will  not  be  com- 
menced before  next  spring. 
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Minto. — Track  laying  on  the  New  Bruns- 
wick Coal  and  Railway  Company's  line  be- 
tween this  place  and  Chipman  has  com- 
menced. Coal  mining  is  booming.  Coal 
will  be  shipped  to  St.  John  over  the  new 
railway,  which  is  expected  to  be  ready  for 
transporting  freight  about  the  middle  of 
January. 

Moncton. — The  cotton  mill  has  lately  re- 
ceived an  order  for  129,000  yards  for  export 
to  China.  This  will  occupy  214  looms  for 
nearly  two  months. 

St.  Stephen. — Ganong  Bros,  distributed 
about  $1,000  in  cash  among  their  em- 
ployees on  Christmas  Eve. 

Sussex. — The  proprietor  of  the  Sussex 
foundry  and  machine  works  has  amalga- 
mated with  the  Sussex  Woodworking  and 
Electric  Lighting  Company,  and  applica- 
tion will  be  made  for  a  charter  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature,  under  the  name 
of  the  Sussex  Manufacturing  Company. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  Edward  Little  and  P.  J.  Jobin) 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  close  of  navigation  on  December  5 
was  an  event  having  considerable  effect  on 
the  labour  conditions  in  this  locality.  The 
season  dated  from  April  13  and  lasted,  ac- 
cordingly, for  eight  months  all  but  eight 
days.  A  number  of  ship  labourers,  long-' 
shoremen,  firemen  and  others  are  conse- 
quently now  out  of  employment.  By  way 
of  offset  to  this  unfavourable  feature,  how-' 
ever,  business  conditions  during  the  month1 
were  exceptionally  active,  and  the  holiday 
trade  the  largest  in  years.  The  outside 
trades  have  suffered  a  little  in  consequence 
of  the  severe  weather,  though  the  building 
of  a  wing  to  the  St.  Louis  Hotel  and  the 
re-building  of  the  Victoria  Hotel  will  fur- 
nish considerable  employment  in  this 
branch  of  industry.  The  Order  of  Rail- 
road Telegraphers  held  a  two  days'  conven- 
tion in  Quebec  on  the  17th  and  18th  inst. 
The  city  bakers  raised  the  price  of  bread 
two  cents  on  the  six-pound  loaf  on  Decem- 


ber 24,  on  the  ground  of  the  high  price  of 
coal.  A  deputation  from  the  Trades  and 
Labour  Council  waited  upon  the  mayor 
on  the  3rd  instant  in  regard  to  the  pur- 
chase of  city  property  upon  which  to  erect 
a  labour  hall.  If  satisfactory  terms  can 
be  arranged  the  council  proposed  to  erect, 
within  three  years,  a  building  to  cost  $15,- 
000,  the  building  to  be  80  by  100  feet, 
four  stories  high,  and  to  contain  an  as- 
sembly hall,  meeting  rooms  and  a  technical 
class-room.  The  deputation  was  requested 
to  place  its  proposition  in  writing  before 
the  City  Council. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

A  small  section  of  the  new  electric  road 
in  Point  Levis  has  been  completed  and 
placed  in  operation.  Work  is  still  going 
on  on  the  construction  of  the  elevator  in 
connection  with  this  road.  The  cars  and 
electric  equipment  for  the  road  are  being 
supplied  by  Ottawa  firms. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  conditions  dull,  and  the  same 
statement  applies  to  the  various  other 
branches  of  the  trade,  with  the  exception 
of  plumbers  and  gas  and  steamfitters  who 
have  had  a  busy  month. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Condi- 
tions are  on  the  whole  quiet.  Boiler- 
makers report  trade  good  ;  one  firm  has 
orders  enough  on  hand  to  insure  activity 
until  March  next. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  are  nearly  all  employed  and  pros-j 
pects  have  brightened  during  the  month. 
Bookbinders  are  well  employed  and  over- 
time was  worked  in  some  of  the  binderies. 

Clothing  trades. — Boot  and  shoe  manu- 
facture is  very  active,  with  factories  work- 
ing full  time  and  full  handed,  and  in 
several  instances  overtime  being  put  in. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparations. — Cigar- 
makers  report  trade  good. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
are  busy. 
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Miscellaneous. — Furriers  have  all  the 
work  they  can  attend  to. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and!  expressmen 
had  a  busy  month  owing  to  the  holiday 
trade. 

THKEE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Taken  as  a  whole  the  month  has  not 
been  a  favourable  one.  In  most  branches 
there  is  not  much  demand  for  labour,  and 
in  the  building  trades,  particularly  for 
those  men  employed  at  outside  work,  there 
has  been  less  work  than  during  any  of  the 
months  since  April  of  the  present  year. 
The  number  of  days  lost  through  bad  wea- 
ther during  December  was  very  high. 
There  has  not  been  any  change  in  the 
rates  of  wages.  In  all  of  the  trades  good 
conditions  prevail  between  labour  and 
capital. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  lumber  industry  is  very  active. 
Shanties  have  been  running  since  October. 
There  are  many  logs  already  cut  and  the 
ice  is  formed  almost  everywhere  on  the  St. 
Maurice.  Provisions  are  leaving  every  day 
for  the  shanties,  the  weather  on  the  whole 
having  been  favourable  up  to  date.  If 
nothing  intervenes  there  will  be  as  many 
logs  cut  this  season  as  last,  if  not  more. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  boom 
in  the  printing  business  is  still  on,  not  a 
man  idle  and  overtime  is  the  rule. 

Building  trades. — The  bricklayers  of  the 
city,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  men,  are 
all  idle.  Carpenters  have,  during  the  past 
month,  been  fairly  well  employed  consider- 
ing the  weather.  There  is  no  demand  for 
painters,  the  buildings  in  course  of  erec- 
tion are  not  ready,  and  during  the  past 
mcnth  outside  work  has  not  been  possible. 

•   Clothing     trades. — Journeymen      tailors 
report  work  plentiful.       In  the  boot  and 


shoe  industry  workmen  have  had  constant 
employment  all  year  round  and  have  more 
orders  than  they  can  fill  for  the  present. 
In  the  glove  factory  they  have  been'  work- 
ing night  and  day  and  will  have  to  con- 
tinue working  to  fill  orders  on  hand. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  work  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  been  as 
busy  as  in  November. 

SHERBROOKE,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  during  the  month 
has  been  exceptionally  good,  more  so  than 
for  the  same  month  in  some  years  back. 
Building  operations  were  somewhat  retard- 
ed owing  to  the  extreme  cold  weather  ex- 
perienced about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
but  work  was  resumed  later  on  two  large 
buildings  now  in  course  of  erection.  There 
seems  to  be  no  cessation  of  the  activity 
which  has  characterized  labour  in  this  sec- 
tion during  the  past  year.  In  Windsor 
Mills,  where  large  mills  are  being  erected' 
for  the  Canada  Paper  Company,  the  Ameri- 
can contractors,  owing  to  losses  on  con- 
tracts in  the  United  States,  made  an  aban- 
donment of  their  estate.  At  first  it  was 
feared  that  as  a  consequence  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen  would  suffer,  as  they  had 
not  received  their  wages  for  two  or  three 
weeks  previous,  but  the  Canada  Paper 
Company  guaranteed  the  amount,  some 
$7,000.  Work  was  suspended  for  some  days, 
but  a  settlement  having  been  arrived  at 
between  the  contractors  and  their  credi- 
tors, the  work  is  again  being  rushed  to- 
wards completion. 

The  retail  merchants  report  a  very  good 
Christmas  trade.  During  the  month  an 
association  to  be  known  as  the  '  Merchants' 
and  Protective  Trades  Association,'  was 
formed.  The  president  is  G.  A.  Darche  ; 
and  G.  E.  Moore  is  secretary.  The  mem- 
bership is  twenty-five,  and  the  association 
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meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  of  each 
month. 

All  factories  and  other  industries 
are  running  full  time,  and  at  the  machine 
shops  there  is  a  good  deal  of  extra  time 
being  put  in.  The  papermakers'  union 
(Springvale  Lodge  No.  92,  Windsor  Mills, 
Que.,)  has  been  granted  its  request  for 
shorter  hours,  the  machines  to  shut  down 
at  six  p.m.  Saturday,  and  start  at  seven 
a.m.  Monday,  instead  of  running  till  eleven 
p.m.  and  starting  at  one  a.m.,  respectively, 
the  new  arrangement  to  come  into  effect 
May  1,  1903.  This  means  that  the  Canada 
Paper  Company  will  give  the  same  pay 
for  65  hours  work  as  they  do  at  present  for 
78  hours. 

CONDITION   OP  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

All  agricultural  work  is  at  a  standstill. 
.Farmers  who  have  woodlands  are  now  be- 
ginning to  haul  wood  for  fuel  to  the  city, 
where  good  prices  are  offered  owing  to 
the  scarcity  of  hard  coal. 

The  lumber  camps  are  now  in  full  opera- 
tion. The  severe  frost  of  the  first  of  the 
month  was  very  beneficial  to  the  industry 
as  the  swamps,  being  frozen  over  enabled 
hauling  to  be  begun  at  an  earlier  date 
than  usual.  Lumbermen  state  that  the 
cut  of  pulp  wood  will  be  considerably  less 
this  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  demand 
for  pulp  wood  is  not  so  good  in  the  United 
States,  many  merchants  there  not  yet 
having  disposed  of  their  last  year's  stock. 
There  is  still  a  demand,  however,  for  men 
for  the  lumber  camps. 

The  various  manufactures  report  busi- 
ness good.  In  the  Paton  Woollen  Mills 
considerable  overtime  was  put  in  during 
the  month  in  order  to  keep  up  with  orders. 

Work  in  most  of  the  asbestos  mines  has 
been  suspended  for  the  winter,  but  the  mills 
are  running  as  usual. 

A  new  industry  has  been  started  in  Sher- 
brooke  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  beds. 
As  yet  only  a  few  hands  are  employed,  but 
it  is  expected  that  more  will  be  added  in  a 
short  time. 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — During  the  month 
bricklayers  and  masons  have  had  consider- 
able broken  time,  owing  to  the  weather, 
but  otherwise  not  an  hour  was  lost.  Car- 
penters and  joiners  have  been  very  busy. 
Plumbers  have  had  an  exceptionally  busy 
month,  and  in  most  cases  were  unable  to 
suppply  the  demand.  Stonecutters  ha\e 
been  fully  employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  report  work  very  brisk,  and  ma- 
chinists are  kept  fully  employed  with  a 
good  deal  of  overtime. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
allied  trades  report  a  busy  month. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades 
have  been  very  busy  during  the  month  of 
December,  especially  custom  tailors. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  state  that  this  has  been 
the  busiest  season  for  a  number  of  years. 
Cigarmakers  have  had  a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
good  demand,  and  there  are  very  few  of 
this  class  to  be  seen  idle,  as  is  often  the 
case  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

A  company  of  British  capitalists  has  de-i 
cided  to  locate  in  Farnham  for  the  mami-l 
f acture  of  school  desks,  office  furniture,  &c.,i 
for  export  trade  to  all  parts  of  the  Empire.) 
The  town  is  asked  to  grant  them  the  in 
use  of  its  beet  sugar  factory  property  andl 
the  water  power  attached,   and  in  return 
the   company  promises   to   employ   in  tl 
course  of  a  year  200  skilled  labourers  and 
to  increase  this  number  from  year  to  year' 
as  their  business  demands.    A  by-law  is  uw 
course    of   preparation    and    will    be    sub-l 
mitted  to  the  people  at  an  early  date. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.    Napoleon    Samson,    Correspondent 
reports  as  follows  : — 
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GENERAL  CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  labour  market  was  fairly  active  dur- 
ing the  month.  The  different  branches  of 
industry  have  been  well  employed,  in  many 
cases  extra  work  having  been  done.  None 
of  the  factories  have  closed  owing  to  lack 
of  coal  or  from  any  other  cause.  Retail 
merchants  report  trade  as  having  been 
brisk,  especially  at  Christmas,  several  of 
the  stores  having  sold  very  extensively  of 
goods  appropriate  to  the  season.  Prices, 
however,  remained  as  they  were.  There 
v^ere  no  changes  during  the  month  in  re- 
spect to  hours  and  wages. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufactories  generally,  with  two  or 
three  exceptions,  have  done  a  good  trade, 
the  busiest  having  been  the  tanneries,  the 
boot  and  shoe  factory,  the  machine  shops 
and  the  Canadian  Woollen  Manufacturing 
Company,  Limited.  This  last  will  close 
down  during  the  holidays,  that  is  to  say, 
from  the  31st  December,  1902,  until  the 
7th  of  January,  1903.  The  company  will 
profit  during  that  time  to  make  an  inven- 
tory of  its  stock. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  had  not 
very  much  work  in  December,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  there  were  only  a  couple  of  build- 
ings under  construction. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Mould- 
ers worked  steadily  all  month,  but  no  new 
hands  are  required.  Machinists  continue 
working  full   time.     Boilermakers   are   all 

busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood-wookers  report  a  good  month  owing 
to  the  holiday  season.  Carriage  and  wagon 
makers  have  been  very  busy,  as  have  also 
pattern-makers. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port a  satisfactory  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Dressmakers  state  they 
lave  made  a  good  month.  With  garment 
Yorkers  trade  has  much  improved.  Boot 
uid  shoe  workers  have  had  plenty  to  do, 

ome  of  them  making  extra  time. 
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Food  and  tohacco  preparation. — Al- 
though cigarmakers  have  all  found  em- 
ployment they  state  that  business  will 
slacken  off  considerably  after  the  holidays. 
At  the  present  time,  however,  the  factory 
has  many  orders  on  hand  and  competent 
workmen  can  find  employment. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
are  working  full  time. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  state  that  busi- 
ness is  good,  but  that  their  local  union, 
which  was  in  existence  for  nearly  two  years, 
has  been  dissolved. 

Transport. — All  workers  in  this  branch 
of  trade  have  been  fully  employed. 

MONTREAL,   QUE.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

No  report  was  received  from  Mr.  J.  S. 
Fitzpatrick. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Eodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Though  the  labour  market  was  not  very 
active  during  December  yet  it  was  satis- 
factory compared  to  previous  years.  It  is 
a  cause  of  rejoicing  that  at  the  end  of  the 
year  not  more  than  two  families  have 
applied  either  to  public  or,  as  far  as  can 
be  ascertained,  to  private  charities  for  as- 
sistance, and  not  one  single  demand  for 
fuel,  either  wood  or  coal,  was  made  to  the 
authorities.  The  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Society  has  had  as  many  as  one  hundred 
families  sometimes  to  look  after.  So  far 
this  year  it  has  but  two.  This  is  evidence 
enough  of  the  condition  of  the  labour 
market  here. 

New  regulations  are  to  be  put  into  force 
in  the  Eddy  paper  shops.  Work  will  be 
stopped  on  Saturdays  at  six  o'clock  and 
start  at  six  a.m.  Heretofore  the  men  used 
to  wcrk  on  Saturday  night. 

Ihe  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
is  paying  its  employees  on  the  Hull-Aylmer 
Electric  road  15  cents  per  hour.  Conduc- 
tors,   motormen    and    linemen    get    $1.25 
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The  foreman  at  the  car  shops  gets  $65  per 
month  and  their  helps  are  paid  $1.25  and 
$1.50.  There  are  no  variations1  since  last 
month  in  wages  and  no  strikes  or  lock-outs 
reported. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  largest  Christmas  trade  in  years, 
was  the  almost  unanimous  experience  of 
business  men  at  the  close  of  the  month, 
and  there  was  a  feeling  of  hopefulness 
which  gave  a  buoyancy  to  trade,  and  stimu- 
lated buying  for  the  future.  The  weather 
conditions  were  exceptinally  favourable  and 
the  people  seemed  to  have  plenty  of  money 
to  spend.  In  many  ways  December  was 
one  of  the  best  months  of  the  year.  Labour 
was  generally  employed,  but  owing  to  the 
season,  there  were,  of  course,  many  un- 
skilled workers  out  of  employment.  The 
trades  were  fairly  active,  although  there 
were  no  exceptional  features. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  good  sleighing  has  greatly  facili- 
tated the  work  of  the  farmers  in  market- 
ing produce,  and  large  shipments  were 
reported  by  the  railway  companies,  all 
available  rolling  stock  being  in  service. 
Reports  from  the  shanties  indicate  that 
lumbering  operations  are  making  splendid 
progress,  and  with  a  continuance  of  favour- 
able weather  conditions  the  output  of  logs 
and  square  timber  is  likely  to  be  large. 

The  Westinghouse  Electrical  Manufac- 
turing Company,  of  Philadelphia,  has  ar- 
ranged to  start  a  mica-trimming  factory 
here  in  January,  or  early  in  February.  It 
will  give  employment  to  about  100  hands, 
and  the  object  is  to  dress  and  prepare  mica 
for  shipping.  The  mica  deposits  in  the 
Ottawa  district  are  stated  to  be  second  only 
to  those  of  India. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Building  trades  are 
quiet,  owing  to  the  season. 


Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  were  busier  than  for 
some  time  back.  The  saw-mills,  being 
closed,  provide  a  lot  of  repairing  in  prepa- 
ration for  spring  opening. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Car  builders  are  kept  steadily  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  were  all  busy.  Unemployed 
printers  are  hard  to  find. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Christ- 
mas trade  provided  abundant  employment 
for  bakers  and  confectioners.  The  ice- 
cutting  season  is  now  well  under  way, 
a  considerable  number  of  men  being  em- 
ployed. 

Transport. — Carters  seemed  difficult  to 
obtain;  the  scarcity  was  especially  felt  by 
the  city  in  an  effort  to  secure  men  and 
carts  to  deliver  the  Welsh  coal  purchased 
to  relieve  an  apparent  stringency  in  the 
supply  of  hard  coal  caused  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania strike. 

KINGSTON,  ONT,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Wm.  Kelly,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

On  account  of  the  change  in  the  season 
labour  generally  has  not  been  so  fully  em 
ployed  as  during  the  month  of  November. 
The  closing  of  navigation  has  also  milita 
against  it.  As  compared  with  the  sa 
month  last  year,  however,  opportuniti 
have  been  fully  as  good,  if  not  better.  The 
activity  of  the  transportation  business,  the 
large  bank  clearings,  and  an  increase  over 
last  month  of  $3,392.72  in  custom  duties 
received  would  indicate  great  commercia 
activity.  The  post  office  and  expr 
offices  report  the  greatest  volume  of  busi 
ness  in  years  past.  Merchants  were  com 
pelled  to  add  to  their  staff  of  hands  to  serv. 
their  Christmas  customers.  The  rates  o> 
wages  or  hours  of  labour  have  not  change* 
during  the  month.  There  have  been  n. 
strikes,  or  evidence  of  unrest. 

The  Iron-workers  Helpers'  Union,  whos 
charter  was  recently  annulled,  met  and  b 
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resolution  divided  its  funds,  about  $200, 
between  the  charitable  institutions  of  the 
city. 

During  the  month  an  interesting  session 
of  the  Cattle  Guard  Commission,  appointed 
by  the  Dominion  parliament,  was  held  and 
many  prominent  farmers  gave  evidence. 
Eecently  a  check  for  $1,200  was  received 
from  the  Provincial  Treasurer  to  be  ap- 
plied for  technical  education  at  the  Col- 
legiate Institute.  The  city  corporation  is 
taking  steps  to  encourage  the  institution 
of  a  rock-crushing  plant,  looking  to  the 
formation  of  better  streets,  &c. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  busy  getting  out  wood,  tim- 
ber, &c. 

Manufacturing  concerns  are  busy.  The 
cotton  and  hosiery  mills  and  Canadian 
locomotive  works  are  all  busy.  The  loco- 
motive works  during  the  month  organized 
la  night  shift,  which  is  being  maintained, 
there  being  abundance  of  work. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — With  the  exception  of 
employment  on  a  few  odd  jobbs,  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  the  building  trades  are 
practicallly  idle. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal,  engineering  and  ship- 
building trades  are  busy.  About  the  first 
of  the  month  the  Canadian  Locomotive 
Works  Company  imported  sixty  German 
machinists  and  set  them  to  work.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  pay-sheet  will  soon  be  $18,- 
300  instead  of  $8,000. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  are 
'ery  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ng  and  allied  trades  are  fairly  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — All  branches  report  an 
xcellent  Christmas  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Butch- 
ts,  bakers,  cigarmakers,  &c,  had  a  good 
rade  during  the  holidays. 


Leather  trades. — The  leather  trades  here, 
not  being  affected  by  the  embargo  recently 
imposed,  report  improved  business. 

Transport. — The  transport  business  has 
been  especially  good  for  the  season  of  the 
year. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

A  large  business  in  mica  is  conducted 
between  the  Westinghouse  Company,  Ot- 
tawa, and  the  mine  owners  of  this  district. 

Agitation  is  now  going  on  for  a  better 
ferry  service  between  the  various  islands 
adjacent  to  Kingston.  Also  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  toll  gate  and  market  fees. 

An  agitation  is  going  on  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  marl  and  cement  beds  in  this 
district.  This  material  is  in  much  demand 
in  adjacent  states  for  building  purposes. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  December  has  been  in 
many  ways  ahead  of  the  corresponding 
month  of  last  year.  There  has  been  a  good 
demand  for  skilled  labour  and  reports  from 
merchants  show  that  business  has  been 
flourishing.  An  agreement  has  been  signed 
with  Mr.  T.  M.  Kirkwood  and  other  west- 
ern capitalists  to  operate  the  rolling  mills 
here  formerly  conducted  by  the  Abbott- 
Mitchell  Company.  The  people  will  vote 
on  a  by-law  on  January  1,  to  give  a 
bonus  of  $30,000  to  the  new  firm  in  yearly 
instalments  of  $5,000,  on  condition  that 
7,000  tons  of  iron  and  steel  are  turned  out 
yearly.  The  firm  will  have  the  new  works 
in  full  operation  by  April  1,  1903.  An- 
other firm  of  western  capitalists  have  pur- 
chased the  Point  Ann  stone  quarries  east 
of  the  city  and  will  erect  a  plant  for  the 
manufacture  of  Portland  cement  either  at 
Point  Ann  or  in  the  city,  providing  the 
city  will  give  them  a  bonus  of  $50,000,  a 
free  site  and  right  of  way.  The  stone 
has  been  assayed  by  Professor  Carpenter, 
of  Cornell  University,  who  says  it  contains 
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all  the  qualities  necessary  for  the  manu- 
facture of  Portland  cement.  It  will  be 
manufactured  by  what  is  known  as  the  dry 
process.  The  company,  which  is  the  same 
one  that  built  the  Durham  plant,  says  it 
will  not  ask  the  city  for  the  bonus  money 
until  a  plant  is  erected  that  will  cost  not 
less  than  $750,000.  A  local  company  is 
being  organized  for  the  erection  and  oper- 
ating of  a  pork  factory.  The  capital  stock 
is  $250,000.  A  great  deal  of  stock  has  been 
subscribed  and  the  site  has  been  selected. 
This  is  an  important  hog-raising  centre, 
and  at  the  present  time  hogs  are  shipped 
to  all  points  from  Belleville.  For  the  past 
six  months  the  exports  from  the  (fity  alone 
have  been  about  $16,000  monthly.  The 
proposed  factory  will  not  only  mean  a  bet- 
ter market  for  the  farmers  of  this  district 
but  will  give  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  men.  Banks  report  a  good  month's 
business.  All  business  is  sharing  in  the 
general  prosperity  caused  by  the  excellent 
crops.  There  has  been  no  disturbance  in 
the  labour  market  during  the  month. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Many  labouring  men  are  at  work  in  the 
various  canning  factories  and  evaporators 
in  this  district.  Many  farmers  are  clear- 
ing away  the  timber  on  their  farms  owing 
to  the  large  demand  for  wood,  and  many 
labouring  men  are  earning  $1.25  a  day  and 
board  chopping.  There  has  been  a  falling 
off  in  the  fishing  industry  on  account  of 
the  cold  weather.  Owing  to  the  ice  the 
nets  are  not  lifted  as  often.  Owing  to  the 
good  wages  paid  in  the  lumbering  camps 
this  winter  few  men  have  come  out  of  the 
woods,  but  will  wait  until  spring.  A  large 
number  of  men  from  this  district  are  still 
at  work  on  the  new  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
double  track.  Mining  in  North  Hastings 
is  being  carried  on,  on  an  extensive  scale. 
Arsenic  is  being  turned  out  in  large  quan- 
tities. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Plumbers  have  been 
busy  for  the  past  two  weeks  on  account  of 
the  severe  weather  which  has  caused  many 


broken  pipes.  Gas  and  steam-fitters  report 
a  good  month  for  their  trade.  Stonecutters 
are  very  busy  at  present. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding. — 
Iron  moulders  and  associated  trades  report 
a  good  month.  Machinists  report  a  good 
month.  Electrical  workers  and  linemen 
have  been  busy  this  month.  Metal  polish- 
ers, buffers,  platers  and  brass  workers  are 
busy,  and  there  is  a  good  demand  for  skilled 
workmen  in  this  trade.  Blacksmiths  re- 
port a  very  busy  month.  Sheet  metal 
workers  and  tinsmiths  report  a  busy 
month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
In  the  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades 
the  month  has  been  a  good  one.  All  the 
local  firms  have  plenty  of  work  on  hand. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  the 
printing  and  allied  trades  the  month  has 
been  a  fair  one. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trade  has 
been  brisk  this  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  a  good  month.  The  barbers 
have  abandoned  their  local  union  and  prices 
have  dropped  to  the  old  scale.  They  re- 
port that  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  their 
union  on  account  of  the  barbers  of  the  out- 
side towns  refusing  to  recognize  the  raise 
in  prices  and  that  the  latter  in  consequence 
captured  the  country  trade. 


his 


Miscellaneous. — The  fur  trade    for 
month  has  been  very  good. 

Transport. — Owing  to  the  closing  of 
navigation  railroad  men  report  business 
largely  on  the  increase. 

TOKONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  on  the  whole  is  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  condition,  work  being 
plentiful  in  nearly  all  branches  excepting 
those  outdoor  operations  affected  by  the 
change  of  season.     The  holiday  trade  has 
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been    a   busy   and   remunerative   one   and 
dealers  report  that  money  has  been  more 
plentiful  than  ever  before,  and  that  sales 
have  not  only  been  larger  in  volume  but 
the   goods   in   demand   of   a   higher   grade 
than  usual.     The  activity  of  trade,  and  of 
all   branches   of   industry  ^  connected   with 
the  supply  of  seasonable  goods,  has  given 
additional  work  to  many  classes  of  artisans 
and  labourers.     In  fact  it  may  fairly  be 
said   that,   but  for   the   stringency   of   the 
coal  situation,  the  working  classes  of  To- 
ronto were  never  in  a  more  prosperous  con- 
dition.    Prospects  for  a  busy  spring  sea- 
son are  highly  encouraging  as  many  new 
undertakings  are  in  contemplation.     Per- 
haps the  most  important  of  these  not  al- 
ready mentioned  is  an  extensive  abattoir 
and  packing  establishment   in   connection 
with  the  stock  yards  at  Toronto  Junction, 
which   will   employ   several   hundred  men. 
The   Street  Railway  Company  is  making 
considerable  extensions  of  its  car-shed  ac- 
commodations at  the  Don,  in  the  East  End, 
and  is  preparing  to  build  additional  work- 
shops near  its  present  car  shops  and  power- 
house. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  industries  in  nearly  all 
departments  are  thriving.  The  increase 
in  building  operations  has  greatly  stimu- 
lated the  demand  for  structural  iron  work, 
and  all  kinds  of  material.  The  manufac- 
ture of  heavy  clothing  and  boots  and  shoes 
continues  active. 

Transportation  facilities  have  been  taxed 
to  the  utmost  by  the  demands  made  upon 
them,  especially  since  the  resumption  of 
anthracite  coal  mining,  and  the  railroads 
are  very  busy.  The  business  of  the  street 
railway  is  rapidly  increasing.  A  schedule 
recently  issued  by  the  city  treasurer,  giving 
a  comparison  of  the  receipts  of  the  month 
of  November  for  the  last  six  years,  shows 
that  receipts  for  November,  1902,  were 
$152,271,  as  compared  with  $131,486  in 
1901,  and  $89,447  in  1897. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trade  was 
actively    pursued    until     checked    by   the 


severe  weather  so  far  as  outside  work  is 
concerned,  but  many  outstanding  contracts 
remain    to    be    completed.      The   year   has 
been  an  exceedingly  busy  one,  and  there  is 
every    indication   that    operations    will   be 
resumed  on  the  same  or  a  larger  scale  next 
season,   as   there   is   still   a   great   demand 
for  houses  at  a  moderate  rental  in  addition 
to    the   numerous   business   buildings   and 
factories    projected.       Bricklayers,   stone- 
masons,  and   others   engaged   in   building, 
find     work     intermittent     and     uncertain 
though  more  plentiful,  when  the  weather 
permits,   than   usual   at   this   time   of  the 
year.     Carpenters  are  well  employed.     It 
is  estimated  that  not  more  than  five  per 
cent  of  the  union  men  in  the  trade  are  out 
of   work.     Plasterers   are  fairly  well  em- 
ployed considering  the  season.    The  agree- 
ment between   them   and  their  employers, 
under  which  they  receive  thirty-eight  cents 
an  hour  for  an  eight-hour  day,  terminates 
on  January  1.     Plumbers  and  steamfitters 
are  all  at  work  and  report  conditions  rather 
better  than  last  winter,  but  the  rush  which 
prevailed  during  the  fall  was  considerably 
slackened. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — There  is  little  change  from  the 
conditions  noted  last  month.  Blacksmiths, 
moulders,  machinists  and  boilermakers  are 
all  at  work  with  good  prospects  for  the 
near  future.  The  strike  of  iron  moulders, 
polishers  and  stove-mounters  at  Gurney's 
is  still  on,  and  the  unions  are  conducting 
a  vigorous  campaign  against  the  output 
of  the  shop. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
These  grades  form  no  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral report  of  abundance  of  work  and  satis- 
factory conditions.  There  are  few  if  any 
idle  men  at  present.  The  carriage  and 
wagon-workers  have  greatly  strengthened 
their  union,  and  report  that  it  now  em- 
braces nearly  all  the  mechanics  in  their 
trade.  Two  local  branches  of  the  piano- 
workers,  known  as  Nos.  39  and  41,  have 
been  organized,  the  number  of  members  of 
the  organizations  of  this  trade  in  Toronto 
being  now  about  300. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trade,  which  was  somewhat  qu^et  in  the 
beginning  of  the  month,  grew  a  little  more 
active  towards  the  close,  but  there  are 
quite  a  number  of  men  looking  for  work. 
Bookbinders  have  had  a  fairly  good  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors,  who 
have  been  doing  well,  report  a  slackening 
off  of  work,  as  is  customary  at  this  time. 
Dressmakers  have  been  unusually  busy. 
Garment  workers  have  had  plenty  of  em- 
ployment until  recently,  but  there  is  just 
now  a  temporary  lull  in  production  until 
the  preparation  for  the  spring  trade  com- 
mences, when  they  may  expect  steady  work. 
Boot  and  shoe  workers  find  plenty  of  em- 
ployment. The  cloth  hat  and  cap  workers, 
of  whom  there  are  about  200  in  the  city, 
have  formed  a  union. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — All 
clasees  of  labour  in  these  departments 
have  been  fully  employed  during  the  month. 

Transportation. — Railway  employees,  ex- 
pressmen and  teamsters  are  all  busy.  The 
teamsters  complain  that,  owing  to  the  rush 
of  work,  they  have  had  to  labour  overtime, 
sometimes  working  as  long  as  fourteen 
hours  per  day  without  receiving  extra 
wages,  as  they  are  paid  by  the  month.  A 
deputation  waited  upon  the  Police  Com- 
missioners on  the  16th,  asking  that  this 
grievance  should  be  rectified. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Aurora. — The  manufacturing  establish- 
ments have  been  overwhelmed  with  orders 
which  they  have  been  unable  to  overtake, 
though  they  have  been  working  overtime. 
A  committee  of  business  men  and  farmers 
was  appointed,  at  a  meeting  held  in  Aurora 
on  the  12th  inst.,  to  prepare  a  scheme  for 
the  establishment  of  a  beet  sugar  factory 
in  North  York. 

Toronto  Junction. — A  machine  shop  has 
been  opened  by  Messrs.  Hube  Bros. 

HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  Landers,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 


GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

Owing  to  the  setting  in  of  the  cold  wea- 
ther, public  construction  work  has  ceased 
almost  entirely.  Other  work  generally  is 
still  fair  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
month.  The  Christmas  season  brought 
with  it  the  usual  activity  of  wholesale  and 
retail  trade.  Work  during  the  summer  and 
fall  having  been  very  satisfactory,  general 
prosperity  prevails  among  the  working 
classes.  During  the  month,  apart  from  the 
still  existing  trouble  between  the  journey- 
men bakers  and  one  shop,  there  was  only 
one  labour  disturbance,  that  of  the  hatters 
in  the  employ  of  the  Royal  Hat  Company. 
This  matter  had  been  settled  recently  but 
broke  out  again.  The  horse-collar  workers' 
strike  still  continues,  while  the  strike  of 
the  knitting  mill  girl  operatives  b\s  been 
amicably  adjusted. 

With  regard  to    current    prices    at    the 
close    of    the    month,    ordinary    beef    was 
quoted  at  4£   cents  to  7  cents;   pork  was 
quoted  at  $7.40  to  $7.50  per  100  pounds; 
live    hogs    were    $5.50    to    $5.75    per     100 
pounds;   lamb  was  7  cents   to  7£  cents  a 
pound,  by  the  carcass;  veal  was  6  cents  toj 
8  cents;  mutton  was  5  cents;  eggs  were  23! 
cents  to  30  cents  a  dozen;  and  butter  was: 
23  to  25  cents  a  pound;  wheat,  67  cents  a  I 
bushel;  oats,  31£  cents  to  32  cents;  rye,  50: 
cents;  barley,  48  cents  to  50  cents;  hay  re 
mained  at  $10  to  $12  a  ton,  and  straw 
$6 ;    the    price    of    coal,    which    was    vei 
scarce,  was  $8  to  $10  per  ton. 

Operations  on  the  new  Deering  harvest 
er  works  are  constantly  increasing  in  ac 
tivity.     Thirty-eight  acres  are  being  uti 
ized,  and  there  are  23  different  building 
of  which  the  floor  space  will  be  l,136,7i 
square  feet.    It  is  calculated  now  that  ovt 
7,500  people  will  be  employed.     The  Brei 
nen  planing  mill  recently  destroyed  by 
is  being  rebuilt.     The  Sawyer-Massey  fa( 
tory  addition  is  finished.       A  new  ste* 
laundry  is  in  the  course  of  constructioi 
and  additions  to  the  Cataract  Power  Coi 
pany's  buildings  have  also  been  begun. 
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CONDITION   OF  LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  agricultural  and  fishing  industries 
are  very  quiet  at  present,  while  manufac- 
turing is  doing  fairly.  At  this  season  of 
the  year  there  is  no  railroad  construction, 
owing  to  the  frost. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Owing  to  extensive 
building  of  new  factories  and  dwelling- 
houses,  the  building  trades  have  been  and 
are  still  exceptionally  busy.  Bricklayers 
were  paid  the  overtime  rate,  60  cents  an 
hour,  to  work  on  Saturday  afternoons. 
Builders'  labourers,  painters,  plumbers, 
&c,  are  very  busy.  Contractors  claim  that, 
although  they  are  willing  to  pay  the  high- 
est wages,  plasterers  are  not  to  be  had. 
The  pay  at  present  is  37i  cents  per  hour. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shiphuilding 
trades. — The  iron  trades  are  still  very  busy. 
Moulders,  stove-mounters  and  coremakers 
are  busy.  Machinists  are  very  busy  and 
have  enjoyed  a  good  month,  on  new  and 
general  jobbing  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades,  including  book-binders,  are  ex- 
ceptionally busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
enjoying  a  busy  month;  garment  workers 
are  also  very  busy  on  next  spring's  output. 
Among  the  hatters  there  is  practically  a 
cessation  of  operations.  The  men  at  the 
Royal  Hat  Company's  factory  are  out  on 
strike,  owing  to  an  alleged  breaking  of  a 
promise  by  the  firm.  Several  men  brought 
in  to  do  the  work  only  remained  a  few 
days.     The  men  are  still  out. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Butch- 
ers and  bakers  are  very  busy  with  the  holi- 
day trade.  Cigarmakers  are  all  well -em- 
ployed, with  union  wages  prevailing. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers,  with 
the  exception  of  the  horse-collar  workers, 
have  enjoyed  a  fairly  busy  month. 

Miscellaneous. — The  members  of  the 
Hamilton  police  department  are  asking  for 
an  increase  in  their  pay.  The  pay  of  a 
first-class    Hamilton   policeman    is    $57.78, 


from  which  is  deducted  $2.88  for  the  bene- 
fit fund,  making  his  net  pay  $54.90  a 
month,  only  after  six  years'  service. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Dundas. — Trade,  wholesale  and  retail, 
has  been  exceptionally  good  during  the 
month.  The  several  industries  have  en- 
joyed a  fair  month  of  prosperity,  and  la- 
bour was  very  well  employed.  The  Ontario 
Felt  Company,  Limited,  with  head  office 
at  Dundas  and  a  share  capital  of  $40,000, 
has  been  incorporated.  There  are  pros- 
pects of  a  linen  factory  being  established 
here,  in  the  old  cotton  factory  premises. 
The  capital  stock  has  been  placed  at  $50,- 
000,  of  which  $35,000  has  already  been  sub- 
scribed. 

Merritton. — During  the  month  a  serious 
difficulty  occurred  between  the  civic  autho- 
rities and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Com- 
pany, arising  out  of  the  attempt  of  a  body 
of  workmen  in  the  employ  of  the  latter  to 
erect  a  new  bridge  over  the  tracks  on  the 
main  street.  The  railroad  employees  were 
not  grading  the  approach  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  village  authorities  and  would 
not  desist  operations  when  required.  The 
villagers  finally  secured  the  concessions 
asked. 

St.  Catharines. — During  the  month  work 
has  been  very  plentiful  in  general  trades. 
Wholesale  and  retail  trade  was  also  very 
favourable.  A  serious  fire  took  place 
about  the  middle  of  the  month  at  the 
twelve-mile  creek,  where  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Co.  is  constructing  a  bridge.  The 
Canada  Bridge  Company  are  the  contrac- 
tors. The  tools,  plant,  ropes,  &c,  were  all 
destroyed,  entailing  a  loss  of  over  $10,000. 

Wetland. — The  steamer  Orion  was  the 
last  to  pass  through  the  canal,  about  the 
middle  of  the  month.  The  canal  is  now 
closed  for  the  season.  Canal  employees 
have  received  an  increase  in  their  wages. 

Niagara  Falls. — The  Canadian  Power 
Company  has  decided  to  extend  its  wheel 
pit  to  double  its  present  capacity.  The  pit 
now  contains  five  turbine  wheels,  each  with 
10,000  horse  power,  with  its   extension  it 
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will  accommodate  six  additional  turbines, 
bringing  the  total  horse  power  up  to  110,- 
500.  The  total  length  of  the  wheel  pit  will 
be  540  feet.  The  clerks  in  the  employ  of 
the  Michigan  Central  Railway  Company 
here  quit  work  in  the  early  part  of  the 
month,  as  a  result  of  a  resolution  of  the 
superintendent  to  employ  only  non-union 
men. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Wait,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

With  the  exception  of  certain  of  those 
engaged  in  the  building  trades,  the  employ- 
ment of  labour  generally,  during  the  month, 
has  been  satisfactory,  bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons being  idle  part  of  the  time  on  account 
of  inclement  weather.  The  month  has  not 
been  as  good  as  the  preceding  one,  however, 
but  compares  favourably  with  the  corres- 
ponding one  of  last  year.  Machinists,  core- 
makers,  carriage  and  wagon-makers,  boiler- 
makers  and  blacksmiths  were  those  speci- 
ally active.  Merchants  experienced  a  brisk 
trade,  particularly  before  Christmas',  a& 
expected.  The  Slingsby  woollen  mills  were 
partly  destroyed  by  fire,  and  about  100 
operatives  thrown  out  of  employment.  The 
loss  is  covered  by  insurance,  and  the  plant 
will  Le  rebuilt  at  once.  The  continued  scar- 
city and  high  price  of  fuel  has  been  a 
decided  disadvantage  to  workingmen  dur- 
ing the  month.  Friendly  relations  between 
employers  and  employees  continue  to  exist. 
Tiie  last  month  closes  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous years  this  city  has  seen  for  some 
time. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

In  the  rural  districts,  farm  work  is  tem- 
porarily suspended,  and  many  are  busy  pre- 
paring wood  for  the  market,  for  which 
there  is  a  strong  demand. 

All  the  manufacturing  industries  are 
busy,  the  smaller  as  well  as  the  larger. 
Small  shops,  which  depended  upon  the  bi- 
cycle trade,  are  now  engaged  in  other  work, 


which  the  season  demands.  Another  small 
nickel-plating  establishment  has  located  in 
the  city  during  the  month. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons were  idle  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month,  owing  to  inclement  weather.  Plas- 
terers and  inside  carpenters  have  been  busy. 
Painters  and  decorators,  plumbers  and 
steamntters  have  had  a  steady  month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  and  brass  moulders  and  their 
helpers  have  had  steady  employment.  All 
coremakers  have  been  fully  employed,  and 
some  have  worked  overtime.  Machinists 
continue  to  be  busy,  and  all  local  competent 
men  are  employed.  Electrical  linemen, 
metal  polishers,  buffers  and  platers  have 
had  steady  employment.  Blacksmiths  have 
worked  overtime.  Boilermakers,  tinsmiths 
and  horseshoers  have  all  worked  full  time. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  pattern-makers  and  mill- 
wrights have  had  steady  employment.  Car- 
riage and  wagon  makers  have  worked  over- 
time.   Coopers  have  had  a  good  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  have  had  a  satisfactory  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  experienced  a  brisk  trade  during  the 
month. 

Food  and  tobacco  trades. — Bakers,  con- 
fectioners and  butchers  have  been  very 
busy,  particularly  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  month.  Cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  have  had  a  very  busy  month,  some 
working  overtime. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and  de- 
livery employees  have  been  busy,  parti- 
cularly the  latter.  Hotel,  restaurant  and 
theatre  employees,  and  laundry  workers 
have  had  steady  employment.  There  is 
a  demand  for  the  former. 

Transport. — Trackmen  have  had  a  fair 
month.  Freight -handlers  have  worked  extra 
time.  Draymen,  expressmen  and  teamsters 
have  been  rushed  with  work.     Street  rail- 
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way   employees  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  for 
this  season  of  the  year  has  been  well  em- 
ployed, and  there  are  few  idle  labourers 
in  the  city. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  continued  in  the 
healthy  condition  reported  last  month 
Some  lines  of  trade  are, busier  than  usual 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  working 
people  of  all  classes  have  been  well  em- 
ployed. Outdoor  work  has  been  more 
plentiful  than  usual  for  December.  Up  to 
about  Christmas  the  supply  of  soft  coal 
equalled  the  demand,  but  a  number  of 
factories  are  now  running  short  of  fuel 
and  there  is  a  possibility  of  some  shops 
being  closed,  owing  to  the  scarcity.  It  is 
almost  impossible  to  obtain  hard  coal  and 
the  general  rate  is  now,  for  soft  coal  up  to 
$10,  and  for  hard  coal  up  to  $13.50.  Wood 
is  being  brought  in  by  farmers,  and  this 
to  some  extent  relieves  the  domestic  situ- 
ation. It  sells  up  to  $10  a  cord.  Work  on 
the  sewerage  system  is  still  being  con- 
tinued. Business  generally  is  reported 
good,  with  no  unrest  among  working  people. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Prices  for  all  kinds  of  farm  products 
keep  up,  and  the  following  are  ruling 
figures  : — Turkeys,  15  cents  per  pound  ; 
geese,  60  to  90  cents  each;  ducks,  75  to  $1 
a  pair  ;  chickens,  40  cents  to  80  cents  a 
pair  ;  butter,  22  to  25  cents  a  pound  ; 
eggs,  22  to  28  cents  a  dozen!  ;  apples, 
40  to  75  cents  per  bag  ;  and  potatoes  85 
to  $1  per  bag. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
enjoyed  a  good  month  for  the  season  of 
the  year.  Considerable  work  will  be  left 
)ver  until  spring.  Bricklayers  are  still 
loing   a   small   amount   of   outdoor   work. 


Carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  a  fair 
month,  as  have  also  painters  and  paper- 
hangers. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  have  had  a  good 
month.  Machinists  and  sheet  metal  work- 
ers have  been  only  fairly  well  employed. 

Woodvjorhing  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  report  trade  as  good.  Some 
time  was  lost  by  men  in  this  trade,  how- 
ever, owing  to  a  scarcity  of  coal.  Up- 
holsterers are  fully  employed  and  report 
business  brisk.  Organ  and  piano  workers 
have  had  a  good  month.  Coopers  are  well 
employed.  Carriage  workers  are  busy  on 
spring  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  good. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  trade  as 
fair.  The  colder  weather  has  caused  some 
improvement  over  the  preceding  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
have  had  a  very  busy  month.  Cigarmakers 
report  trade  as  good. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  delivery  em- 
ployees are  better  employed  than  usual  for 
the  season  of  the  year. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  has 
been  well  employed,  a  good  deal  of  work 
has  been  provided  sawing  wood,  at  the  rate 
of  two  cuts  for  $1  per  cord. 

STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

All  classes  of  labour  continue  to  be 
well  employed,  and  prospects  remain  bright 
for  an  exceptionally  busy  winter.  Carpen- 
ters and  builders  are  all  very  busy  finish- 
ing up  several  large  contracts,  among  which 
are  the  Carnegie  library,  the  Globe  Wer- 
niche  Furniture  Factory  and  the  Kemp 
agricultural  works.  This  branch  of  labour 
promises  to  be  very  busy,  as  soon  as  spring 
opens,  as  much  building  will  be  commenced. 
The  coal  situation  is  now  causing  much 
anxiety,  and  not  a  little  actual  suffering. 
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Very  little  anthracite  coal  is  coming  in. 
Wood  is  also  very  scarce,  and  sells  for  $8 
to  $10  per  cord.  Coal  is  $8  per  ton,  when 
any  3an  be  procured.  Nearly  all  trains  are 
arriving  late,  caused  by  the  railway  com- 
panies being  unable  to  procure  coal  of 
proper  steaming  qualities.  A  by-law  guar- 
anteeing the  bonds  of  the  biscuit  factory 
to  employ  50  hands  the  first  year  was 
carried  recently,  only  eight  votes  being 
recorded  against  it.  Building  operations 
will  be  commenced  at  once.  This  factory 
will  be  four  stories  high  and  70  by  150 
feet  in  dimensions. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  no  cause  of  complaint  as 
all  farm  produce  is  selling  well,  at  good 
prices.  The  following  are  the  prevailing 
prices  : — Wheat,  68  cents  per  bushel  ; 
peas,  65  cents  per  bushel  ;  oats,  30  cents 
per  bushel  ;  flour,  $1.75  to  $2  per  100 
pounds;  hay,  $8  to  $10  per  ton;  potatoes, 
$1  per  bag  of  90  pounds;  butter,  16  to  22 
cents  per  pound  ;  eggs,  20  cents  per  dozen; 
chickens,  40  to  60  cents  per  pair  ;  ducks, 
60  to  80  cents  per  pair  ;  wool,  13  to  14 
cents  per  pound  ;  geese,  50  to  75  each  ; 
turkeys,  12  to  14  cents  per  pound. 

The  Stratford  Mill-Building  Company, 
employing  60  hands,  reports  having  just 
completed  the  best  year's  business  in  the 
history  of  the  firm  and  have  plenty  of  or- 
ders still  on  hand.  The  White  Packing  Com- 
pany, employing  about  70  hands,  have  had 
a  good  year  with  bright  prospects  for  the 
coming  one.  The  Classic  City  Flour  Mills 
are  running  night  and  day  and  exporting 
a  large  amount  of  their  product.  The 
Stratford  Bridge  Works  are  rushed  with 
orders,  but  find  a  difficulty  in  obtaining 
bridge  material.  The  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way shops,  employing  about  700  hands,  are 
very  busy,  and  are  installing  a  complete 
electric  light  plant.  All  other  industries, 
report  having  plenty  of  orders  on  hand, 
but  no  demand  for  any  special  class  of 
labour  is  noticed. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building     trades. — Bricklayers,     masons 
and   carpenters    report   business   as   being 


excellent  for  this  time  of  the  year.  Plumb- 
ers are  also  reported  as  having  plenty  of 
work.     Painters  are  rather  slack. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Moulders  are  all  busy.  Machin- 
ists in  the  Grand  Trunk  shops  are  working 
nominally  54  hours  per  week,  but  many  of 
the  fitters  in  the  erecting  department  are 
working  overtime.  The  prevailing  rates 
in  this  trade,  throughout  the  city,  are  from 
16  to  23  cents  per  hour.  Blacksmiths  and 
boilermakers  are  also  busy,  and  are  all  em- 
ployed. Horseshoers  and  jobbing  shops  re- 
port having  a  better  month's  business  than 
any  month  during  the  year.  Bicycle  work- 
ers report  their  trade  as  very  dull. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  men  employed  in  this  branch  of  in- 
dustry have  had  a  good  month's  work, 
many  working  overtime  to  get  out  goods 
for  the  Christmas  trade.  All  report  pros- 
pects good  for  the  winter.  Coopers  are 
very  busy,  but  only  a  few  are  employed 
here. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — All  branches 
of  the  printing  business  is  rushed  at  pre- 
sent, and  much  overtime  is  being  worked. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  all 
report  trade  very  brisk,  with  none  out  of 
work.  Garment  workers  in  both  factories 
are  very  busy  with  their  spring  orders, 
which  are  already  coming  in  in  large  quan- 
tities. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  all  rushed  with 
work.  Butchers  and  meat  cutters  report 
having  done  a  fair  month's  business.  Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and  de- 
livery employees  all  report  trade  as  flourish- 
ing. 

Transport. — All  employed  in  the  traffic 
department  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
have  made  a  good  month's  pay.  Cab-drivers 
and  draymen  are  fairly  well  employed. 


Unskilled  labour. — While  none  are  out  of 
work,  there  seems  to  be  no  demand  for  more 
men. 
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LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  Alex.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  of  December  has  seen  labour 
more  fully  employed  and  conditions  better 
than  for  some  years  past.  The  Christmas 
trade  was  brisk,  and  the  retail  stores  report 
business  as  exceptionally  good.  The  year 
1902  was  a  good  one  so  far  as  the  demand 
for  labour  was  concerned,  but  this  was 
offset  to  a  certain  extent  by  the  increased 
cost  of  living.  In  the  building  trades  a 
falling  off  in  work  has  taken  place,  and  a 
number  of  workers  in  this  line  have  started 
on  their  winter  holidays,  although  this  is 
expected  to  be  a  better  winter  for  them 
than  usual.  Over  200  building  permits 
were  taken  out  of  the  city  engineer's  office 
during  the  year.  The  fuel  situation  took  a 
more  serious  turn  the  last  few  days  of  the 
month,  and  the  city  was  unable  to  procure 
a  supply  of  hard  coal  for  relief  purposes. 
Wood  is  also  becoming  scarce,  especially  as 
regards  rough  wood  and  knots,  owing  to  so 
many  box  stoves  being  in  use.  One  of  the 
most  favourable  features  connected  with 
the  labour  market  in  this  city  during  the 
past  year  was  the  total  absence  of  a  strike 
or  lock-out  of  any  kind. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Railroads  in  this  district  are  very  busy, 
and  quite  a  number  of  new  men  are  being 
engaged  as  firemen,  brakemen,  &c.  The 
rolling  stock  is  being  overtaxed,  and  con- 
siderable delay  is  being  experienced  in  the 
movement  of  freight  of  all  kinds,  owing  to 
the  shortage  of  cars  and  engines. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  Building  Trades 
Council  has  elected  as  officers  William 
Burleigh,  206  Adelaide  St.,  President;  and 
James  Dunn,  665  Princess  Ave.,  Secretary. 
Bricklayers  and  masons  lost  about  two 
weeks  in  December,  but  conditions  are  ex- 
pected to  be  better  with  them  this  winter 
than  usual,  as  the  large  addition  to  Per- 
rin's  biscuit  factory,  which  will  take  1,000,- 
000  bricks,  will  be  pushed  through.       Car- 


penters and  joiners  have  slackened  off  to 
some  extent,  and  a  number  of  them  are  idle. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  are  rushed,  and  ex- 
pect to  be  so  for  some  time.  Painters  and 
decorators  are  very  slack  and  a  large  num- 
ber idle,  with  indications  of  not  much  doing 
until  spring.  Plumbers  and  gasfitters  are 
all  working.  The  following  are  the  officers 
elected  by  the  plumbers'  union: — William 
Buller,  Partridge  St.,  President;  Geo.  Stin- 
son,  Elizabeth  St.,  Secretary.  Building 
labourers  are  mostly  all  working,  and  the 
outlook  is  better  than  usual  for  the  winter 
months. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Moulders 
are  all  busy.  At  McClary's  they  did  not 
work  from  Christmas  to  New  Year  on  ac- 
count of  repairs  being  made  to  the  cupola. 
Machinists  report  trade  as  good.  Electri- 
cal workers  have  been  very  busy.  They 
have  just  finished  two  big  jobs,  the  wiring 
of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  car  shops  and 
of  McCormick's  biscuit  works.  Metal 
polishers,  buffers,  platers,  brass  workers, 
stove  mounters  and  boilermakers  report 
trade  as  good,  with  no  idle  men.  Sheet 
metal  and  enamel  workers  are  all  employed, 
with  business  fair.  Bolt  and  hinge  work- 
ers are  very  busy,  and  some  overtime  is 
being  put  in. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Cigar  box  makers  were  busy  early  in  the 
month  and  were  working  overtime,  but 
slackened  off  towards  the  latter  part.  Car- 
riage and  wagon  workers  report  trade  as 
good.  Car  builders  are  busy,  but  they  are 
working  only  48  hours  per  week  until  the 
electric  lights  are  ready  for  use.  Coopers 
continue  very  busy  and  are  working  over- 
time. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  continue  to  be  exceptionally 
busy,  and  are  working  on  an  average  three 
nights  overtime  per  week. 

Clothing  Trades. — Tailors  report  trade 
as  having  slackened  off.  Garment  workers 
have  been  unable  to  take  stock,  as  usual 
during  the  Christmas  holidays,  owing  to 
the  rush  of  work.  Boot  and  shoe  workers 
continue  to  be  well  employed. 
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Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  a  tremendous 
rush  for  the  Christmas  trade.  At  the  bis- 
cuit and  candy  factories  they  worked  over- 
time every  night  except  Wednesday.  Brew- 
ery workers  are  slack  and  a  number  of  men 
have  been  laid  off.  The  union  has  elected 
the  following  officers : — S.  Woods,  168 
Wharnsliffe  Bd.,  President;  William  Stone, 
952  Wellington  St.,  Secretary.  Cigarmak- 
ers  report  trade  as  good,  although  very  lit- 
tle work  is  done  by  them  during  Christmas 
holidays.     They  have  now  221  members. 

Leather  trades. — Saddlers  are  rushed 
with  work. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Broom-makers  report 
trade  as  fair.  Theatrical  employees  have 
elected  C.  Efner,  267  Dundas  St.,  Presi- 
dent, and  F.  Gruber,  245  Talbot  St.,  Secre- 
tary. 

Transport.  —  Delivery  employees  have 
been  exceptionally  busy,  owing  to  the 
Christmas  rush.  The  Bailroad  Teamsters' 
Union  has  been  reorganized  with  27  mem- 
bers. William  Michael  has  been  elected 
President,  and  William  Burleigh,  206  Ade- 
laide St.,  Secretary. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  experienced  the 
usual  change  attributable  to  weather  con- 
ditions, but  labour  is  comparatively  well 
employed,  exceptional  activity  prevailing 
in  railway  traffic,  while  in  other  lines,  such 
as  general  outdoor  building  and  municipal 
work,  there  is  very  little  movement,  and 
consequently  some  idle  men  in  these  de- 
partments. The  broom,  brush  and  wooden- 
ware  factory,  is  somewhat  handicapped  for 
want  of  sufficient  labour,  and  factory  work- 
ers are  in  keen  demand.  Merchants  re- 
port a  fairly  good  Christmas  trade.  A  new 
industry  has  been  added  to  the  city  in  the 
removal  of  the  Sutherland-Innes  Company 
from  Chatham.  The  company  will  estab- 
lish a  saw-mill  and  a  stave  and  hoop  fac- 


tory, and  agree  to  employ  from  35  to  50, 
which  number  will  be  increased  to  70  or 
80  during  part  of  the  year.  The  company 
is  granted  a  free  site  for  five  years,  ex- 
emption from  taxation,  excepting  school 
tax  and  water  at  cost.  A  first  survey  of 
the  proposed  extension  of  the  Lake  Erie 
and  Detroit  Biver  Bailway  from  St. 
Thomas  to  Buffalo,  has  been  completed, 
and  much  interest  is  being  felt  in  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  road  will  be  ex- 
tended. It  is  alleged  that  the  Pere  Mar- 
quette Bailway  Company,  of  Michigan, 
has  secured  control  of  the  Lake  Erie  road. 

CONDITION   OP  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

A  noteworthy  feature  of  local  industries 
is  the  steadiness  manifested  in  manufac- 
turing, though  little  change  in  volume  of 
product  is  experienced. 

The  Wabash  Railway  Company  reports 
traffic  as  txce3dingly  brisk  west  of  the 
Detroit  river,  but  so  far  the  Canadian 
division  has  been  able  to  handle  all  the  busi. 
ness  handed  to  it.  The  superintendent 
states  that  it  is  impossible  to  get  locomo- 
tives in  the  United  States  fast  enough.  The 
company  intends  introducing  the  larger 
engines  of  the  Atlantic  type  as  soon  as  the 
bridges  are  rebuilt.  This  is  being  done  as 
fast  as  possible. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  have  com- 
pleted the  season's  work  and  only  a  few 
small  jobs  are  in  course  of  construction. 
Carpenters  are  partially  employed  on  in- 
side work.  Plumbers  report  being  fairly 
well  employed,  while  for  other  lines  work 
\s  intermittent. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders,  boilermakers  and  machinists  are 
steadily  employed,  9  hours  per  day  prevail- 
ing in  the  Michigan  Central  shops. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Car  builders  and  planing  mill  hands  are 
working  9  hours  per  day  generally.  Bend- 
ing and  wood  turning  factory  hands  are 
steadily  employed,  working  10  hours  per 
day.     Coopers  on  flour  barrels  are  busy. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port having  had  a  very  busy  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port a  very  steady  month's  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  satisfactory 
trade,  rather  increased  in  some  lines  over 
last  year.  Cigarmakers  report  a  continu- 
ance of  steady  trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom-makers  are  very 
busy,  owing  to  being  so  short  of  help. 

Transport. — Railway  train  crews  are 
making  overtime.  The  street  railway, 
which  is  now  run  by  the  municipality,  re- 
ports an  increase  over  the  record  of  the 
company's  management  for  the  correspond- 
ing season. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
easy  demand. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Snell,  Correspondent,  reports 
:as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  past  month  has  shown  a  falling  off 
in  some  branches  of  industry,  especially  in 
the  building  trades.     This  is  usual  at  this 
-season  of  the  year  owing  to  climatic  con- 
ditions, bad  weather  interfering  with  out- 
-door  employment.    Most  of  the  new  build- 
ings are  now  finished  and  there  is  but  little 
work  for  men  in  this  trade.    Street  paving 
and  all  outside  civic  work  is  suspended  for 
the  winter.     No  new  industries  have  been 
started  during  the  month.     Traffic  on  the 
.railroads  is  exceptionally  heavy,  both  pas- 
senger and  freight.     Wholesale  and  retail 
business    is   also   very   active.     There   has 
been  no  change  in  the  rate  of  wages  to  note, 
and   no    strikes    or    lock-outs   have   taken 
place. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farming  operations  are  about  over  for 
the  season,  farmers  being  busy  marketing 
their  grain,  beans,  hogs,  &c. 

Manufacturing  is  fairly  active  in  some 
industries,  especially  the  manufacturing  of 
sleighs  and  cutters. 


The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  and 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Companies  are  em- 
ploying a  number  of  men  relaying  tracks 
and  changing  switches  in  their  respective 
yards. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters,  lathers  and  plasterers,  report 
work  as  somewhat  slack.  Plumbers  and 
stonecutters  are  fairly  well  employed. 
Builders'  labourers  have  but  little  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Workmen  are  all  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. Blacksmiths  and  horseshoers  have 
plenty  of  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  carriage  and  wagonmakers, 
pattern-makers  and  coopers  report  work 
fairly  good  during  the  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  have  plenty  of 
work,  and  trade  is  somewhat  better  than 
at  this  time  last  year. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  all  the  work  they  can  do,  with  the 
prospect  of  continuing  busy  the  next 
month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,  steno- 
graphers and  delivery  employees  have 
plenty  to  do. 

Transport. — Men  in  these  branches  have 
all  the  work  they  can  do,  ;  many  are  work- 
ing overtime  owing  to  the  heavy  traffic 
on  the  railroads  at  this  time  of  the  year. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
not  much  in  demand,  many  labourers  being 
out  of  employment. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

The  sugar  beet  factories  at  Dresden  and 
Wallaceburg  are  running  with  a  large  force 
of  men  and  are  turning  out  large  quanti- 
ties of  very  superior  grade  of  sugar. 

WINDSOR,   ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 
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GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

During  the  month  the  labour  market  has 
continued  in  the  healthy  condition  reported 
for  November.  All  classes  of  work  people 
are  steadily  employed  and  wages  are  good. 
It  has  been  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
years  this  city  has  ever  seen.  There  was 
between  $350,000  and  $400,000  worth  of 
building  done  here  this  year,  and  about  the 
same  amount  in  Walkerville  and  Sandwich. 
This  has  kept  business  good  all  summer. 
In  the  indoor  trades  business  continues  ex- 
ceptionally brisk,  and  in  some  cases  it  is 
impossible  to  turn  out  the  work  in  the  time 
required.  The  Windsor  Salt  Company  is 
behind  with  orders  on  account  of  not  being 
able  to  get  men  to  do  the  work.  The  whole- 
sale and  retail  merchants  report  the  largest 
Christmas  trade  they  have  ever  had.  There 
were  no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  re- 
ported, and  there  have  been  no  strikes  or 
lock-outs  in  this  district  during  this 
month. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  all  busy.  Contracts  have  been  signed 
for  a  number  of  additional  buildings,  and 
the  contractors  are  getting  ready  to  start 
on  them.  A  contract  has  been  let  to  build 
a  power  house  for  the  new  electric  railway 
to  Amherstburg.  This  will  be  built  at  once. 
Bricklayers  have  lost  no  time  except  a 
couple  of  days  through  bad  weather.  Car- 
penters are  all  engaged  and  report  lots  of 
work.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  very 
busy.  Painters  and  decorators  are  a  little 
slack  just  at  present  but  expect  to  have 
plenty  of  work  by  the  new  year. 
Builders'  labourers  are  fully  employed. 
The  carpenters  held  their  last  meeting 
of  the  year  on  December  22  and  closed  the 
year  with  115  members  in  good  standing, 
and  elected  new  officers  for  the  new  year,  as 
follows : — President,  Thomas  Thorn ;  Secre- 
tary, John  Smith. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Gas  and 
steamfitters  are  very  busy  and  some  shops 
are  working  overtime.  Machinists  and 
electrical  workers  are  rushed  with  work. 
Blacksmiths,    tinsmiths    and    sheet    metal 


workers   have  been   very  busy  during  the 
month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  hands  engaged  in  these  trades  are  well 
employed.  Carriage  and  wagonmakers  are 
very  busy. 

Printers  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port having  had  a  good  month,  with  none 
out  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
working  overtime  to  keep  up  with  demand. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  extra  help 
getting  ready  for  the  Christmas  trade. 
Butchers  have  done  a  splendid  month's 
business. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report-  trade  as 
being  good.  Clerks  and  delivery  employees 
have  been  rushed  with  the  Christmas  trade. 

Transport.  —  Railroad  employment  is 
very  brisk ;  train  crews  are  making  from  35 
to  40  days  a  month  on  account  of  special 
freights. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
demand  and  contractors  are  getting  labour- 
ers from  over  the  river  to  do  the  work,  with 
wages  from  $1.75  to  $2  per  9  hours. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Walkerville. — All  industries  are  in  a 
flourishing  condition  and  manufacturers 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the  past 
season  has  been  one  of  unprecedented  pros- 
perity. All  factories  have  been  able  to 
keep  their  full  force  of  men  at  work,  and 
some  are  away  behind  with  their  orders. 
The  bridge  works  have  two  gangs  of  men 
on  and  are  running  night  and  day. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT.  [ 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re-' 
ports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The   uniformly   good   conditions   experi-1 
enced  during  the  entire  year  just  closed  stil 
prevail,  and  the  prospects  for  their  continu- 
ance are  even  better  than  at  the  same  time 
last  year.    The  labourer  of  any  degree  o] 
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skill  or  experience  can  find  abundant  em- 
ployment at  a  time  when  in  other  years 
many  have  had  to  avail  themselves  of  pub- 
lic charity. 

The  year  1902  will  easily  take  rank  as 
the  best  year  the  workman  in  Manitoba  has 
had.  His  benefits  have  not  accrued  through 
any  great  advance  in  the  rate  of  pay  but 
rather  through  steadier  employment.  His 
wages  cannot  be  said  to  have  advanced  in 
a  greater  ratio  than  the  cost  of  living. 
Many  contend  that  the  prevailing  rates  are 
less  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of  living  than 
they  were  two  years  ago,  but  will  admit  that 
the  gross  earnings  of  individual  workmen, 
on  account  of  steadier  work,  are  greater 
than  they  have  been  for  some  years.  This 
condition  of  affairs  is  not  confined  to 
workmen.  All  classes  have  shared  in  the 
exceptional  prosperity  of  the  year.  The 
banks  report  an  unprecedented  increase  in 
business  and  the  transportation  facilities 
have  proved  greatly  inadequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  community. 


The  month  of  December  was  entirely 
free  from  any  labour  disturbances.  It  is 
understood  that  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Eailroad  Employees  is  negotiating  with  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railroad  with  good 
prospects  for  a  settlement. 

In  the  November  issue  it  was  reported 
that  bricklayers  had  been  paid  as  high  as 
75  cents  per  hour.  This  is  denied  by  mem- 
bers of  the  Bricklayers'  Union.  Further 
inquiry  elicits  the  information  that  a 
higher  rate  was  offered,  but  its  payment 
was  prevented  by  the  action  of  the  Builders' 
Exchange,  and  no  positive  information  can 
be  obtained  as  to  any  bricklayer  receiving 
more  than  the  rate  fixed  by  arbitration  be- 
tween the  men  and  the  Builders'  Exchange. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Railroad  repair  shops  are  running  to 
their  full  capacity  with  both  night  and  day 
staffs.  Even  by  doing  this  the  companies 
are  unable  to  keep  up  their  rolling  stock  to 

workable  condition. 
3 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — With  the  exception  of 
carpenters  and  kindred  trades,  who  can 
work  indoors,  nothing  is  being  done  in  the 
building  trades. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin- 
ists and  moulders  are  all  very  busy  and  the 
indications  are  that  they  will  continue  to 
be  so. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  con- 
tinue to  be  active. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  con- 
tinue to  be  very  good.  Negotiations  are 
pending,  at  the  instance  of  the  printers' 
union,  for  a  rearrangement  of  the  scale 
providing  for  various  advances. 

Clothing  trades. — For  this  particular 
season  of  the  year  the  clothing  trades  are 
active  and  are  gradually  assuming  larger 
proportions.  One  factory  has  installed  an 
electric  cutting  machine  which  materially 
lessens  the  labour  cost  of  such  an  operation. 
The  management  of  the  factory,  however, 
state  that,  with  the  increase  of  business,  it 
will  not  be  necessary  for  them  to  reduce 
their  staff. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Food 
and  tobacco  preparation  industries  have 
been  exceedingly  busy  during  December, 
more  so  than  in  any  previous  year.  As  in- 
dicating the  increase  in  the  cigar-making 
industry  in  Winnipeg  during  the  past  two 
years,  it  might  be  pointed  out  that  about 
three  years  ago  twenty  competent  cigarmak- 
ers  could  meet  all  demands  and  the  union 
at  that  time  had  only  some  14  or  15  mem- 
bers. At  the  present  time  the  union  has 
about  60  members,  and  for  really  competent 
hands  there  is  still  a  demand. 

Miscellaneous. — Perhaps  the  greatest  de^ 
mand  at  the  present  time  is  for  really  com- 
petent help  for  offices  and  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  Business  men,  when  they  find 
themselves  unable  to  keep  pace  with  their 
rapidly  expanding  businesses,  have  not  the 
time  to  devote  to  teaching  and  training  of 


514 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


January,  1903 


the  inexperienced.  Such  are  regarded  more 
of  a  drawback  than  a  help,  and  are  numer- 
ous. Really  competent  stenographers  will 
find  employment. 

Transport. — Competent   and   experienced 
men  in  transportation  are  in  demand. 

BRANDON,   MAN.,   AND  (DISTRICT;. 

Mr.  8.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

With  the  exception  of  the  building  trade 
employment  is  very  good  at  present.  Carp- 
enters and  joiners  are  quite  as  busy  as  they 
were  last  month.  Planing  mills  and  ma- 
chine shops  are  a  little  slack.  Marble 
works  and  the  felt  factory  are  working 
short  time.  The  new  flour  mills  have  put 
in  an  electric  motor  in  the  elevator,  and  it 
seems  to  give  as  good  satisfaction  as  steam- 
power.  The  mill  has  started  work  with  a 
full  staff  of  men.  Machinists  and  boiler- 
makers,  especially  those  engaged  in  rail- 
way work,  are  very  busy  and  working  over- 
time. Transportation  companies  are  doing 
a  very  heavy  trade  in  all  kinds  of  merchan- 
dise. Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  re- 
port Christmas  trade  fairly  good.  There 
have  been  no  changes  in  rates  of  wages 
and  there  is  no  unrest  in  the  labour  market. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Threshing  is  practically  over  throughout 
the  district  and  farmers  have  taken  ad- 
vantage of  the  fine  weather  to  haul  in  their 
grain  to  the  elevators  before  the  close  of 
navigation.  It  is  reported  that  nearly  one- 
half  of  the  crop  has  been  marketed.  Al- 
though at  present  the  elevators  are  full,  and 
the  farmers  complain  that  they  cannot 
secure  cars  fast  enough  to  move  the  crop, 
the  transportation  companies  claim  that 
they  are  doing  their  best  to  relieve  the  situ- 
ation. It  is  estimated  that  the  total  crop 
area  in  Manitoba  next  year  will  aggregate 
2,250,000  acies,  which  is  something  over 
210,000  acres  more  than  was  under  crop 
last  year.  According  to  the  latest  crop 
bulletin  730,000  acres  have  already  been 
prepared  for  next  year's  crop. 


Railroad  construction  is  closed  for  the 
winter,  with  the  exception  of  two  construc- 
tion gangs,  which  will  be  engaged  all  the 
winter  in  bridge  building,  and  which  will 
give  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
men.  In  all  other  departments  of  railway 
work  there  is  great  activity. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  idle.  Carpenters,  lathers  and 
plasterers  are  busy.  Painters,  decorators 
and  paperhangers  report  trade  slack. 
Plumbers  are  busy.  Steamfitters  are  very 
busy.    Stonecutters  are  a  little  slack. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  and  engineers  report 
trade  good.  Blacksmiths  are  dull.  Jewel- 
lers and  watch  case  makers  report  trade 
very  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Trade  is  very  good  with  varnishers  and 
polishers. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  very  good. 

Clothing  trades. — With  journeymen  tail- 
ors trade  is  good,  with  openings  for  some 
men. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  trade  exception- 
ally good.  With  cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  business  is  brisk. 

Miscellaneous. — Clerks  and  stenographers 
are  steadily  employed  but  there  are  no 
openings.  Delivery  employees  are  doing  a 
good  business.  Steam  and  hand  laundries 
are  doing  a  good  business. 

Transport. — Men  engaged  in  this  line  of 
trade  have  all  the  work  they  can  do.  A 
large  number  of  railway  engineers  and 
firemen  have  been  brought  out  here  from 
the  east,  as  the  old  staff  were  unable  to  do 
the   work  without   assistance. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  are  very  fe"v* 
idle  men  to  be  found  in  the  city;  a  large 
number  of  men  have  found  employment  on 
railroads. 
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DISTRICT   NOTES. 

• 

Probably  one  of  the  best  indexes  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  farmers  of  Manitoba  is 
the  purchase  of  machinery.  This  neces- 
sity, however,  has  to  a  great  extent  ham- 
pered many  farmers,  who  were  unable,  on 
account  of  light  crops  and  the  expense  of 
opening  large  farms,  to  secure  the  machin- 
ery they  needed.  The  sales  of  machinery 
this  year  indicate  that  they  are  in  a 
prosperous  condition.  It  is  estimated  by 
the  largest  implement  firms,  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  west,  that  this  year's  sales  far 
exceed  those  of  the  previous  year.  A  care- 
ful estimate  places  the  number  of  binders 
sold  by  the  different  firms  in  Manitoba  at 
between  five  and  six  thousand,  and  the  sale 
of  other  classes  of  implements  is  in  the 
same  proportion. 

ROSSLAND,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Roland  A.  Laird,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  central  sections  of  the  Kootenays 
districts  of  British  Columbia,  have  this 
year  passed  through  one  of  the  most  trying 
periods  in  the  history  of  the  country. 
Various  contingencies — the  slump  in  lead 
and  the  semi-paralysis  of  the  lead-mining 
industry  arising  from  this  and  other  causes, 
the  disaster  at  Fernie  and  the  unfortunate 
labour  troubles  following  the  catastrophe, 
the  suspension  of  building  operations  in 
the  cities  and  the  cessation  of  ore  ship- 
ments in  various  camps,  through  shortage 
of  coke  supplies  at  the  various  smelters, 
with  numerous  other  equally  serious  inter- 
ruptions to  industry — have  combined  to 
considerably  reduce  the  working  forces  of 
the  country.  There  has  been  little  or  no 
suffering  or  actual  want  as  the  outcome  of 
these  conditions,  for  the  workingmen  of 
the  west  are  quick  to  grasp  situations  and 
when  the  local  demand  for  labour  falls  off 
speedily  depart  for  other  fields. 

In  view  of  the  difficulties  encountered  in 

1902,  accordingly  it  is  gratifying  to  look 

forward  to  the  prospects  for  the  incoming 
3* 


year.  From  every  part  of  the  country 
comes  the  report  that  the  spring  of  1903 
Avill  see  an  important  awakening  in  the 
various  industries  that  contribute-  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  principal  communities. 
In  the  case  of  the  East  Kootenay  district, 
which  is  rich  in  lumber  and  minerals,  con- 
ditions have  been  somewhat  brisker  than 
in  other  sections  during  the  past  year. 
The  lumber  industry  of  the  district  has  as- 
sumed immense  proportions.  East  Koote- 
nay has  at  its  doors  the  great  North-west 
Territories  rapidly  filling  up  with  settlers, 
all  of  whom  are  using  lumber  for  dwellings 
and  buildings.  The  demand  for  lumber 
from  this  source  now  maintains  twenty-two 
saw-mills  in  East  Kootenay,  running  night 
and  day,  without  being  able  to  supply  the 
orders  that  are  piling  up  daily.  Within 
a  radius  of  ten  miles  about  the  town  of 
Moyie  it  is  asserted  that  300  men  are  em- 
ployed in  the  lumbering  industry,  and  this 
is  only  one  corner  of  the  territory,  where 
the  timber  resources  of  East  Kootenay  are 
being  exploited.  It  is  claimed  for  Moyie 
that  before  the  end  of  the  present  winter 
there  will  be  more  than  700  men  employed 
in  the  radius  specified.  Formerly  the  town 
existed  on  the  pay-roll  of  the  St.  Eugene 
mine,  a  lead  property  that  has  been  closed 
down  for  some  months  as  the  result  of  the 
slump  in  lead,  but  now  the  town  enjoys 
greater  prosperity  from  the  lumber  in- 
dustry. The  same  may  be  said  of  Cran- 
brook  and  other  towns  in  the  district. 

The  metalliferous  miners  of  the  Koote- 
nays receive  the  highest  wages  paid  to  any 
class  of  workmen  there,  the  minimum  for 
unskilled  labour  employed  underground 
being  $2.50  per  diem,  while  in  outside 
camps  the  minimum  is  $3  per  diem.  In- 
creased shipments  of  ores  to  Kootenays 
smelters  wo  aid  result  in  larger  crews  at 
these  reduction  works,  and  the  beneficial 
results  would  penetrate  far  into  the  in- 
terior economy  of  the  country. 

In  the  Rossland  camp,  important  results 
will  attend  the  solution  of  the  problem  of 
concentrating  the  refractory  ores  of  the 
camp.    At  least  one  mill  has  been  guaran- 
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teed,  and  others  will  follow  as  concentra- 
tion brings  within  the  zone  of  profit-pro- 
ducing products  the  ores  of  half  a  dozen 
mines  now  closed  down.  The  building  trades 
will  profit  substantially  by  this.  It  is  also 
practically  decided  that  one  large  mining 
company  will  erect  a  smelter  to  treat  its 
ores  on  the  pyritic  system,  and  this  means 
more  work  for  the  building  trades.  With 
these  announcements  from  mine  manage- 
ments, citizens  are  preparing  to  prosecute 
building  operations  in  the  residential  dis- 
tricts. One  local  real  estate  syndicate,  for 
instance,  announces  that  it  has  prepared 
provisional  plans  to  improve  an  addition  to 
the  town  site  by  the  erection  of  thirty  cot- 
tages at  a  cost  of  $450  each. 

In  the  boundary  country,  the  Granby 
Smelting  Company  has  stated  that  its  al- 
ready large  smelter  is  to  be  substantially 
increased  in  capacity.  Other  boundary 
smelters  have  announced  similar  under- 
takings, and1  some  are  already  proceeding 
with  extensions,  so  that  the  outlook  is  en- 
couraging in  that  district. 

NEW  WESTMINSTEK,  B.C.,  AND 
DISTKICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket remains  unchanged,  with  unskilled 
labour  in  fair  demand.  In  the  building 
trades  the  demand  is  not  great,  owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  weather.  In  retail 
trade  circles  a  general  activity  prevails.  A 
company  has  been  formed  and  a  site  pro- 
cured to  carry  on  an  extensive  business  in 
the  curing  of  salmon,  halibut  and  other 
fish.  The  company  will  erect  a  cold  storage 
plant,  costing  at  least  $20,000,  besides  other 
buildings.  Several  real  estate  sales  have 
been  made.  A  large  hotel  is  to  be  erected. 
One  of  the  largest  business  blocks  in  this 
city,  consisting  of  four  stores,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  during  the  month;  loss,  $60,000. 
Work  was  at  once  started  to  replace  the 
buildings.  The  strike  of  the  telephone  em- 
ployees is  settled,  after  lasting  15  days. 


CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  very  little  fishing  being  carried 
on  at  present.  Preparations  will  soon  be 
in  order,  however,  for  the  spring  fishing 
season.  A  large  amount  of  frozen  salmon, 
and  other  frozen  fish,  being  shipped  east. 

Some  of  the  saw  mills  are  closing  down, 
owing  to  a  scarcity  of  legs  and  shingle 
bolts.  A  good  demand  is  still  felt  for  shin- 
gles. 

The  Schaake  Machine  Company  has 
shipped  to  the  Kootenay  a  large  order  of 
shingle  machinery,  consisting  of  log  jacks, 
drag  and  saw-mill  bolters,  log  dogs,  and  a 
number  of  other  pieces  of  improved  mach- 
inery. Orders  for  this  class  of  machinery 
have  been  coming  in  rapidly,  and  the  em- 
ployees are  kept  busy  getting  them  out  on 
contract  time. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  work  fair,  unsettled  weather  in- 
terfering with  outdoor  work.  Carpenters 
report  work  not  very  brisk,  but  with  very 
few  idle.  With  painters,  considering  the 
season  of  the  year,  work  is  fair.  Plumbers 
and  steamfitters  report  work  plentiful  with 
good  prospects,  a  large  number  of  new 
heating  apparatus  being  installed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  all  working  full 
time,  with  orders  ahead.  Machinists  and 
blacksmiths  report  work  good,  with  good 
prospects  for  a  busy  spring,  that  being  the 
time  for  canning  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
String  weavers,  where  bolts  are  obtainable, 
are  working  full  time. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port work  plentiful,  all  men  here  being 
fully  employed. 

Transport. — The  volume  of  trade  to  and 
from  this  port  continues  heavy,  and  almost 
every  steamboat  arriving  and  departing 
carries  a  full  cargo  of  farm  products  or 
general  merchandise. 


January,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


517 


VANCOUVER  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  conditions  are  fair,  but  not  so 
good  as  in  November.  The  wages  for  com- 
mon labour  in  saw  and  shingle  mills 
average  from  $1  to  $1.50  per  day.  Japan- 
ese do  this  work.  Labourers  of  the  semi- 
skilled class,  such  as  mixers,  scaffold  hands 
and  hod-carriers,  receive  $2.50.  Carpenters 
average  $3,  machinists,  $2.75,  builders'  lab- 
ourers, $2.  These  trades  average  about 
twelve  days  a  month  during  four  months 
in  winter,  and  do  not  average  much  more 
than  twenty  days  at  any  time.  This  ap- 
plies also  in  most  cases  to  carpenters,  brick- 
layers, stone  cutters,  masons  and  plasterers. 
There  are  plenty  of  men  on  the  ground. 
Commercial  activity  has  been  good  in 
wholesale  circles.  The  retail  trade  in 
staples  and  novelties  for  Christmas  and 
New  Year's  has  been  good  in  the  city  but 
slow  in  outside  districts.  The  telephone 
strike  has  ended  and  the  following  is  the 
agreement  arrived  at: — 

All  electrical  workers— excepting  chief  inspec- 
tor, general  foreman,  chief  day  and  chief  night 
■operators — shall  be  members  in  good  standing 
of  local  No.  213,  of  the  International  Brother- 
hood of  Electrical  Workers.  Any  employee 
who  may  be  appointed  on  any  committee  to  in- 
terview the  officers  or  directors  of  the  company 
shall  not  be  discriminated  against  by  them  in 
any  way  whatever.  Members  of  the  union 
shall  not  be  discriminated  against  by  the  com- 
pany. The  company  agrees  (competence  being 
equal)  to  employ  members  of  the  union  in  pre- 
ference to  those  who  are  not  members  of  the 
union,  but  in  case  a  workman,  from  some  place 
outside  of  Vancouver  and  New  Westminster, 
where  no  union  exists,  should  apply  for  a  situa- 
tion, and  there  are  no  members  of  the  union  to 
fill  such  vacancy,  then  the  union  agrees  to  raise 
no  objection  to  the  non-union  applicant  being 
employed,  provided  such  person  makes  applica- 
tion to  join  the  union.  In  case  of  trouble  be- 
tween the  company  and  the  union,  or  members 
thereof,  the  company  agrees  that  it  will  not  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  members  of  the 
union  getting  employment  elsewhere. 

A  day  shall  consist  of  eight  hours.  Time  and 
a  half  will  be  paid  for  all  overtime  up  to  10 
p.m.,  and  double  time  for  overtime  after  10 
p.m.,  and  double  time  for  all  legal  holidays  and 
Sundays,  except  that  one  member  shall  be  in 
attendance  each  Sunday  to  attend  to  any  work 
which  may  occur.  The  order  in  which  em- 
ployees to  attend  on  each  Sunday  is  to  be  ar- 
ranged. The  time  of  employees  shall  be  reck- 
oned from  the  time  they  report  at  the  store 
room. 


The  number  of  apprentices  shall  be  limited  to 
one  apprentice  to  every  two  repairers.  No  ap- 
prentices shall   install  telephones. 

Employees  shall  be  paid  by  the  month.  The 
employees  of  Vancouver  and  New  Westminster 
shall  be  paid  an  increase  in  salary  of  $5  a 
month,  taking  effect  immediately.  All  work  to 
be  paid  at  the  overtime  rate  if  done  after  the 
close  of  the  eight-hour  day. 

Eight  hours  shall  constitute  a  working  day, 
and  operators  shall  work  on  Sunday  as  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  requires.  The  following  rates 
of  wages  shall  be  paid: — Each  operator  when 
taken  on  shall  work  10  days  on  probation  to 
learn  the  business  of  operating,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  if  her  progress  is  satisfactory  to  the 
company,  the  following  regular  scale  of 
wages  will  be  paid  :  For  the  first  six 
months,  $20  a  month;  second  six  months,  $22.50; 
third  six  months,  $25;  fourth  six  months,  $27.50; 
fifth  six  months  and  thereafter,  $30.  Long  dis- 
tance operators  and  assistant  chiefs — first  year, 
$32.50;  second  year,  and  thereafter,  $35;  assis- 
tant and  night  chief — first  year,  $27.50;  second 
year  and  thereafter,  $30,  an  immediate  advance 
of  $2.50  a  month  to  be  allowed  all  operators  who 
have  been  six  months  in  receipt  of  their  present 
salary,  with  increases  thereafter  according  to  the 
above  schedule  every  six  months.  Spare  op- 
erators shall  be  paid  12|  cents  an  hour.  Opera- 
tors working  between  the  hours  of  6  and  11 
o'clock  p.m.  shall  have  the  privilege  of  chang- 
ing hours  of  duty  every  two  weeks.  Any  opera- 
tor being  off  duty  not  more  than  three  days  in 
one  month  on  account  of  sickness  shall  have  no 
reduction  in  salary.  Operators  shall  have 
every  sixth  Saturday  a  half  holiday.  Every 
switch  board  with  over  80  subscribers  shall 
have  an  operator  in  charge  between  9  to  12 
a.m.  and  1  to  5  p.m.,  and  on  Saturdays  between 
9  a.m.   and  1  p.m. 

Linemen  shall  be  paid  $3  a  day.  Assistant 
foremen  shall  receive  $3.25  a  day.  Eight  hours 
shall  constitute  a  day's  work  from  8  a.m.  to  5 
p.m.,  one  hour  being  given  at  noon  for  lun- 
cheon. No  groundman  shall  be  allowed  to  climb 
the  telephone  poles  without  permission  from  the 
union,  unless  the  supply  of  linemen  are  short. 
All  employees  shall  be  reinstated  in  their  pre- 
vious positions.  All  operators  in  New  West- 
minster shall  receive  an  advance  of  $2.50  a 
month. 

A  grievance  committee  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  union,  which  shall  be  recognized  by  the 
company,  and  all  grievances  shall  be  dealt  with 
by   the   committee. 

The  agreement  shall  stand  for  one  year,  after 
which  one  month's  notice  shall  be  given  if  any 
alteration  is   desired  by  either  parties. 

The  agreement  was  signed  on  December  15, 
1902,  by  W.  Parrell,  managing  director  of  the 
New  Westminster  and  Burrard  Inlet  Telephone 
Company,  Limited  ;  George  Cowling,  president 
local  No.  213,  I.B.E.W. ;  A.  R.  Howard,  secre- 
tary. 

The  following  are  among  the  rules  and 
rates  which  have  been  agreed  to  between 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  Pacific  Di- 
vision, and  its  carmen  for  one  year : — 

Article  1.  The  regular  shop  hours  shall 
be  from  7  o'clock  to  18  o'clock  the  first 
five  days  of  the  week,  with  one  hour 
for  dinner  between  12  o'clock  and  13 
o'clock,  and  on  the  sixth  day  the  hours 
shall  be  from  7  o'clock  to  17  o'clock  from  Octo- 
ber  1  to  April   1,  with   the  usual   dinner  hour; 
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from  April  1  to  October  1  on  the  sixth  day  the 
hours  shall  be  from  7  o'clock  to  12  o'clock. 

Time  and  one-half  will  be  paid  for  working 
after  the  above  hours,  and  if  shopmen  work  on 
Sundays  or  Dominion  holidays  they  shall  be 
paid  overtime  rates.  All  computation  of  time 
shall  be  by  the  hour. 

Article  2.  The  rates  of  pay  will  be  as  follows, 
and  shall  not  be  changed  without  thirty  days' 
notice  being  given,  Vancouver  to  Laggan  inclu- 
sive:— 

Minimum 
per  hour. 

Leading  coach   carpenter 30c 

Carpenters,    bench    and    coachmen 28c 

Leading  freight  carpenter 28c 

Freight  car  inspectors 25c 

Leading  machine  hand 30c 

Wood  machine  hand 24c 

Leading   pattern   maker 32c 

Pattern  makers 30c 

Car  inspectors  in  charge  of  men 25c 

Car  inspectors 22c 

Leading   car  repairer 26c 

Car  repairers  and  oilers 21c 

Lamp  cleaners 19c 

Air  brake  testers  and  cleaners 22c 

Leading   tinsmith 30c 

Tinsmiths 28c 

Pipefitters 28c 

Foreman    painter 30c 

Painters   (coach) 28c 

Painter  (freight) 22c 

All  men  hereafter  employed  will  be  paid  two 
cents  below  the  above  rates. 

Those  employed  as  car  repairers  will  be  given 
three  months  to  qualify  for  maximum  rate. 
Other  mechanics  governed  by  this  schedule  will 
be  given  one  month. 

South  of  Arrowhead  one  cent  increase  on 
above  rates. 

Article  3.  Wrecking  crews  will  be  paid 
straight  time  while  travelling  to  and  from 
wrecks  and  time  and  one-ralf  while  working  at 
wrecks,  no  time  to  be  allowed  when  laid  up  for 
rest.  •  ' 

Article  4.  When  men  are  sent  out  on  the  road 
to  work  or  relieve  men,  they  will  be  allowed 
full  time  when  travelling  and  overtime,  if 
worked,  and  75  cents  per  day  for  board  for  every 
day  they  are  absent  from  their  regular  station. 

Article  5.  Any  boy  hereafter  engaging  himself 
to  learn  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  pipefitter,  or 
tinsmith,  must  serve  not  less  than  five  years 
and  must  not  be  less  than  16  or  over  18  years  of 
age;  all  applicants  must  be  able  to  read  and 
write  and  know  the  first  four  rules  of  arith- 
metic. 

Article  6.  The  apprentice  who,  after  having 
served  one  year  if  in  the  opinion  of  the  fore- 
man shows  no  aptitude  for  acquiring  the  trade, 
shall  be  transferred  or  dismissed  and  all  obliga- 
tions accepted  by  the  company  will  of  necessity 
be  forfeited. 

Article  7.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  foreman  and 
others  in  authority  to  advance  apprentices  as 
far  as  possible  in  all  parts  of  the  trade,  espe- 
cially during  the  last  two  years  of  their  time. 

Article  8.  That  when  reductions  in  staff  are 
necessary,  men  who  have  others  dependent 
upon  them  shall  be  given  preference  of  employ- 
ment, seniority  and  proficiency  to  govern.  All 
right  to  promotion  shall  be  governed  according 
to  merit,  ability  and  seniority.  The  man  longest 
in  the  service  shall  be  given  preference  pro- 
vided he  is  a  competent  man. 

Article  9.  The  company  shall  not  discriminate 
in  any  way  against  any  employee  who  may  from 
time  to  time  represent  any  of  his  fellow  work- 


men on  a  committee,  and  will  be  granted  leave 
of  absence  and  transportation  to  discuss  any 
grievance  they  may  have,  but  the  leave  of  ab- 
sence must  be  confined  to  once  in  a  year  and 
during  the  months  of  May,  June  and  July. 

Article  10.  Employees  who  feel  that  they  are 
being  unfairly  dealt  with  may  appeal  from  the 
foreman  to  the  master  mechanic. 

Article  11.  Men  leaving  the  service  shall  be 
granted  clearance  papers  without  delay  when 
asked  for. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Plumbers  have  plenty 
of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  arid  shipbuilding 
trades. — On  and  after  January  1,  1903,  the 
nine-hour  day  will  be  enforced  by  moulders. 
The  hours  worked  will  be  from  7  a.m.  to 
5  p.m.,  with  one  hour  off  at  noon  for  five 
days  a  week,  and  on  the  Saturday  the  hours 
will  be  from  7  a.m.  to  12  noon.  The  wages 
will  be  35  cents  an  hour.  The  state  of 
trade  is  fair.  Electrical  workers  with  jew- 
ellers trade  was  brisk,  overtime  being 
worked. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Shingle  weavers  report  trade  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  fair.  Newspaper  work  is  good. 
The  weekly  Ledger  will  appear  shortly  as 
a  daily  (four  pages). 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  work 
good,  shaving  on  holidays  being  charged 
25  cents  ;  on  regular  days  15  cents. 
Laundry  workers  report  plenty  of  work, 
with  girls  in  demand.  The  holiday  rush 
provided  work  for  quite  a  number  of  extra 
clerks,  but  they  were  in  many  cases  laid  off 
on  the  27th,  and  the  supply  now  consider- 
ably exceeds  the  demand. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees  re- 
port work  fair.  On  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  work  is  good,  but  no  extra  hands 
are  being  engaged. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 


GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  prosper- 
ous one  for  the  wage  earners  of  this  city 
and  district.       Generally  there  has  been  a 
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good  demand  for  labour,  both  skilled  and 
unskilled,  and  in  a  number  of  branches 
wages  have  advanced.  During  the  month 
of  December  trade  was  not  up  to  the  stand- 
ard of  the  preceding  months  of  the  year, 
but  may  be  said  to  be  fair  compared  with 
previous  month,  and  also  with  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  last  year,  conditions  are 
about  the  same.  Merchants  report  a  fair 
Christmas  trade.  A  by-law  authorizing  the 
city  council  to  issue  debentures  to  the 
amount  of  $200,000,  to  be  used  in  extend- 
ing the  sewerage  system  was  passed  by  the 
ratepayers  on  the  18th  instant.  Many  of 
the  logging  camps  on  the  west  coast  of  the 
island  have  been  closed  down  for  the  win- 
ter, and  a  large  number  of  loggers  are  here  in 
search  of  other  employment.  Sealing  vessels 
are  preparing  to  leave  for  the  winter  cruise. 
Hunters  are  in  demand  and  are  asking  for 
an  increase  in  pay.  Last  year  they  were 
paid  $3  per  skin,  this  year  they  ask  $3.50. 
On  November  29  five  linemen  employed  on 
the  local  telephone  system  went  out  on 
strike  in  sympathy  with  their  co-workers 
in  Vancouver;  while  the  electrical  workers 
on  the  mainland  have  had  their  trouble 
satisfactorily  settled,  the  local  men  are  still 
out. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  year  just  closed  has  been  a  prosper- 
ous one  in  the  lumber  trade.  Foreign 
shipments  have  been  large  and  will  net  the 
province  about  a  million  dollars.  A  very 
important  trade  has  been  developed  in  the 
Canadian  North-west,  which  is  one  of  the 
biggest  markets  at  present  receiving  lum- 
ber from  British  Columbia.  Almost  every 
important  mill  has  been  helping  to  supply 
this  demand.  The  foreign  business  is  con- 
fined to  a  few  mills  on  the  coast.  Between 
January  1  and  November  30  the  mill  at 
Chemainus  shipped  21,500,000  feet  of  lum- 
ber, valued  at  $274,150.  Twenty-four  ves- 
sels loaded  at  this  mill,  10  for  Australia,  7 
for  South  America,  5  for  South  Africa  and 
2  for  Great  Britain. 


cutters,  plumbers  and  painters  all  report  a 
scarcity  of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  different  branches  trade  is 
not  as  active  as  it  is  usually  at  this  season. 
Conditions  are  as  follows: — For  iron 
moulders,  fair;  machinists,  blacksmiths, 
fair;  boilermakers,  dull;  shipwrights  and 
caulkers,  fair.  Eight  hours  a  day  is  the 
rule  with  a  corresponding  reduction  in  pay. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Newspaper 
printers  are  fully  employed;  in  the  job 
rooms  work  is  fair.  Pressmen  and  book- 
binders are  all  working. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  had  a  good  month.  Garment  workers 
are  busy.  One  firm  reports  orders  enough 
ahead  to  keep  the  shop  running  to  its  full 
capacity  for  four  months.  This  work  was 
formerly  done  exclusively  by  Chinese;  now 
employment  is  given  to  a  large  force  of 
women,  the  prevailing  rate  of  wages  for 
competent  machine  hands  being  $6  per 
week  of  44  hours. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
report  trade  fair.  Butchers  are  busy. 
Cigarmakers  have  had  an  unusually  good 
month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  fully  em^ 
ployed.  Clerks  and  delivery  employees  re- 
port a  busy  month. 

Transport. — During  the  winter  season 
there  is  always  a  surplus  of  steamboatmen, 
as  a  large  percentage  of  those  employed  on 
the  northern  rivers  reside  here  between  the 
closing  and  opening  of  navigation.  Street 
railway  employees  have  constant  work. 
Teamsters  and  expressmen  report  fair  em- 
ployment. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  large  sur- 
plus of  unskilled  labour  on  the  market. 

NANIAMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES.         GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Building  trades.— Lathers  and  plasterers         Conditions  in  the  labour  market  in  this 
are  busy.      Bricklayers,    carpenters,    stone-     district   do   not   show  much   change  since 
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last  month,  but  there  are  indications  of  an 
improvement  in  the  coal  trade  with  the 
beginning  of  the  new  year.  Logging  still 
continues  very  active,  as  there  is  a  large 
demand  both  at  home  and  on  the  Sound  for 
logs.  In  business  circles  there  has  been 
the  usual  busy  time  before  the  holidays, 
and  the  merchants  report  business  as  fair. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  local  fishermen  are  busy  with  the 
herring  catch,  which  is  large  at  this  time 
of  the  year. 

In  lumbering ,  trade  still  keeps  good,  es- 
pecially in  the  woods  and  at  the  shingle 
mills. 

In  the  quartz  mines  business  is  quiet. 
In  the  coal  mines,  although  there  is  not 
much  change,  there  being  a  lot  of  men  idle, 
there  is  an  improvement  noticeable,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  fuel  oil  is  not  proving  as 
satisfactory  as  at  first  expected.  This 
will  mean  an  improved  demand  for  coal. 
The  principal  coal  company  here  has  made 
a  change  in  its  management,  which  is 
expected  will  greatly  improve  its  trade. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades 
business   is  very  dull,  there  being  hardly 


any  work  done.     Painters  and  paperhang- 
ers  also  report  business  dull. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Blacksmiths  and  carriage-makers 
report  work  fair  for  the  time  of  the  year. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port business  as  fair. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  business 
as  not  being  very  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  business  as  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Merchants'  employees  re- 
port work  good,  it  being  their  busy  season. 

Transport. — Teamsters  report  trade  as 
nominal. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  very  little 
work  for  unskilled  labour  at  this  time  of 
the  year. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

In  the  district  conditions  are  about  the 
same  as  in  the  city.  The  smelter  at  Lady- 
smith  has  been  blown  in,  and  every  thing 
is  working  satisfactorily. 


REVIEW  OF  LABOUR  AND  INDUSTRIAL  CONDITIONS  IN  CANADA 

DURING  1902. 


THE  feature  of  1902  that  calls  for 
immediate  mention  in  any  review  of 
the  industrial  and  labour  chronology  of 
the  year  in  Canada,  was  undoubtedly  the 
unexampled  activity  and  prosperity  which 
manifested  itself,  directly  or  indirectly,  in 
almost  every  branch  of  trade  and  industry 
throughout  the  country.  It  is  the  purpose 
of  the  present  article  to  point  out,  without 
extended  reference  to  particulars,  the  lead- 
ing features  and  effects  of  these  conditions, 
and  the  more  important  developments  by 
which  the  year  was  characterized  in  the 
general  market  for  labour  in  the  Domin- 
ion. The  season  itself  was  remarkable, 
both  for  the  early  opening  of  spring  and 


the  late  closing  of  autumn,  and  the  influ- 
ence of  this  extension  of  the  period  of  ac- 
tivity was  undoubtedly  among  the  potent 
influences  affecting  industrial  conditions 
during  the  year. 

Increases  in  Rates  of  Wages  and  Cost  of 

Living. 

From  the  standpoint  of  labour  the  most 
important  feature  accompanying  this  ac- 
tivity and  prosperity  was,  in  addition  to 
the  abundance  of  employment  thereby 
guaranteed,  the  general  rise  in  the  rate  of 
remuneration  in  all  of  the  crafts,  with 
scarcely  an  exception,  in  all  sections  of  the 
Dominion,   more  especially   in   the   larger 
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industrial  centres  of  the  central  and  east- 
ern provinces.  The  movement  in  this  di- 
rection had  been  pronounced  in  1901,  but 
it  was  not  until  the  re-arrangement  of 
wages  scales  in  the  spring  and  early  sum- 
mer months  of  the  past  year  that  its  full 
proportions  were  attained.  The  closing 
weeks  of  May  witnessed  its  culmination, 
the  cities  of  Montreal  and  Toronto  fur- 
nishing the  largest  number  of  instances.* 
While,  as  above  stated,  nearly  every  trade 
was  affected,  the  number  of  increases  grant- 
ed in  the  building  and  allied  trades  was 
especially  noticeable.  Moulders,  pattern 
makers  and  metal  workers  as  well 
succeeding  in  obtaining  improved  sched- 
ules on  an  extensive  scale  in  various 
parts  of  the  country,  and  unskilled  labour- 
ers and  longshoremen  may  also  be  men- 
tioned as  among  those  particularly  affected. 
The  action  of  the  railways  in  granting  in- 
creased wages  in  many  branches  of  their 
service  was  also  a  leading  feature  of  the 
industrial  year.  A  gratifying  characteris- 
tic of  the  movement,  especially  in  view  of 
its  widespread  nature,  was  the  extent  to 
which  the  changes  in  question  were  effect- 
ed without  serious  friction  between  em- 
ployers and  employed,  though  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  strikes  of  the  year,  especi- 
ally in  May  and  June,  arose  out  of  the 
difficulties  in  connection  with  the  wages 
schedule.  The  progress  of  the  movement, 
though  on  a  reduced  scale  during  the  final 
six  months  of  the  year,  was  nevertheless 
marked,  and  no  month  passed  without  sub- 
stantial increases  being  granted  to  labour 
in  one  section  or  other  of  the  Dominion, 
railway  employees  having  noticeably  bene- 
fited in  July  and  November.  Various  ex- 
planations of  the  causes  of  the  movement 
were  offered,  the  most  common  being  the 
generally  admitted  increase  during  the  last 
two  years  in  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada. 
The  price  of  meats  in  particular  advanced 
considerably  during  1902,  and  rents  also 
were  the  subject  of  a  material  increase. 
During  the  closing  months  of  the  year  the 


high  price  of  fuel  may  also  be  mentioned 
as  a  circumstance  affecting  the  cost  of  liv- 
ing during  1902.  That  board  and  lodging 
in  the  cities  advanced  considerably  may  be 
regarded  as  especially  significant  in  this 
connection.  The  activity  of  trade  and  the 
unusually  large  scale  on  which  industrial 
operations  were  projected  during  1902,  by 
increasing  the  demand  for  labour,  also  un- 
doubtedly exercised  a  considerable  influ- 
ence in  determining  the  amount  of  remu- 
neration. 

The  Coal  Famine. 

Second  in  importance  only  to  this  gen- 
eral activity  and  increased  remuneration 
of  labour  and  overshadowing  any  other 
single  development  of  the  year  in  its  in- 
fluence upon  general  economic,  industrial 
imd  social  conditions  in  Canada,  was  the 
strike  of  the  miners  in  the  anthracite  re- 
gions of  Pennsylvania.  Although  the  im- 
mediate events  of  this  gre^t  labour .  dis- 
turbance occurred  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  the  Dominion,  their  effects  have  been 
scarcely  less  marked  in  Canada  than  if 
they  had  been  peculiar  to  this  country 
alone.  This  is  explained  very  largely  by 
the  fact  that  although  the  Dominion  pos- 
sesses coal  deposits  of  great  extent  and 
value,  their  geographical  location  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia  and  Nova  Scotia  leaves  On- 
tario and  Quebec,  which  are  the  leading 
coal-consuming  provinces,  almost  wholly 
dependent  upon  the  United  States  for  their 
supply  of  anthracite  and  bituminous  fuel. 
Owing  to  the  space  which  has  already  been 
devoted  to  this  subject  in  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette, no  attempt  will  be  made  to  again  out- 
line its     characteristics.*       On   the   whole 


*The  Labour  Gazette  for  June,  1902,  contained  a 
detailed  account  of  the  increases  reported  to  the 
department  during  the  first  five  months  of  the 
year  from  every  province  of  the  Dominion. 


♦In  the  November  issue  a  complete  analysis  of 
the  effects  of  the  strike  upon  conditions  through- 
out Canada  was  presented,  the  article  being 
based  on  information  derived  from  a  special  in- 
vestigation undertaken  by  the  department  in 
which  the  subject  was  approached  from  a  va- 
riety of  points  of  view.  The  subject  was  con- 
tinued in  the  December  Gazette,  in  a  review  of 
the  situation  as  affected  by  developments  occur- 
ring during  November.  Special  articles  were 
also  published  on  the  question  of  native  coal 
production  and  supply  in  Canada,  coal  prices, 
past  and  present,  and  reviews  were  given  of  the 
various  events  of  the  Pennsylvania  strike  and 
the  negotiations  which  have  followed  its  settle- 
ment. 
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it  may  be  said  that  industry  was 
not  to  any  very  considerable  ex- 
tent embarrassed  in  Canada  by  the  strike, 
the  anthracite  product  being  used  as  do- 
mestic fuel  almost  wholly.  From  the  latter 
standpoint,  however,  its  consequences  were 
very  serious.  Prior  to  the  settlement  of 
the  strike  prices  of  coal  and  other  fuel 
reached  a  level  all  over  the  country  never 
before  experienced,  and  although  some  al- 
leviation of  the  famine  followed  during 
the  month  of  November,  especially  in  Que- 
bec and  Manitoba,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
access  to  these  provinces  was  possible  by 
water  transportation  which,  in  view  of  the 
near  approach  of  the  closing  of  the  navi- 
gation season,  was  utilized  to  its  utmost, 
reference  to  the  article  on  another  page  of 
the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette  will  show 
the  general  inconvenience,  and  in  some  lo- 
calities actual  distress,  which  were  the  fea- 
ture of  the  situation  during  the  closing 
weeks  of  the  year.  The  transportation 
companies  have  been  particularly  affected 
by  the  issue,  and  the  indirect  effects  of  the 
strike  upon  other  industries,  such  as  the 
manufacture  .  of  peat,  gas  and  other  sub- 
stitutes for  coal,  the  demand  for  wood 
stoves,  &c,  have  been  far-reaching  and 
varied. 

The  Agricultural  Industry. 

With  the  above  preliminary  statement  as 
to  the  general  industrial  and  labour  situ- 
ation throughout  Canada  during  1902,  in 
reference  to  its  most  salient  features  only, 
attention  may  be  directed  in  more  detail  to 
the  important  developments  of  the  season 
as  they  affected  the  several  leading  indus- 
tries of  the  country.  Beginning  with  the 
agricultural  industry,  the  earliest  feature 
calling  for  mention  was,  perhaps,  the  in- 
creased scale  on  which  employment  during 
January,  February  and  March  was  afford- 
ed throughout  western  Canada  by  the  mar- 
keting of  the  exceptionally  heavy  crops  of 
the  agricultural  season  of  1901.  Though 
the  spring  opened  early  the  backward  wea- 
ther which  almost  immediately  followed 
did  not  admit  of  seeding,  on  the  whole,  at 
an  earlier  date  than  in  1901,  and  in  many 


localities  it  was  a  week  or  ten  days  later 
before  the  crops  were  fully  planted.  The 
continuance  of  the  wet  weather,  moreover, 
throughout  the  summer  was  a  characteris- 
tic which  had  many  important  results  on 
the  returns  of  the  season.  A  uniform  de- 
lay in  the  opening  of  harvesting  operations 
may  be  mentioned  as  one  of  these.  The 
scarcity  of  farm  labour  which  caused  so 
much  inconvenience  in  the  industry  was 
noted  as  early  as  June,  though  it  was  not 
until  harvest  time  that  the  full  stringency 
of  the  situation  was  felt,  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories  particularly  suffer- 
ing, though  in  Ontario  as  well  the  lack  of 
men  available  for  work  on  the  farms  was 
greater  than  ever  before  experienced,  and 
had  the  effect  of  very  materially  raising 
the  wages  of  farm  labour  as  well  as  caus- 
ing the  discussion  of  various  projects  for 
the  relief  of  the  situation.  In  spite  of  the 
gravity  of  this  aspect  of  the  year's  agri- 
cultural operations  the  characteristic  fea- 
ture was  the  unprecedented  yield  of  pro- 
ducts reported,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
from  all  sections  of  the  Dominion.  In 
western  Canada  the  crop  returns  have 
reached  a  total  never  before  experienced, 
the  reaction  of  which  is  evident  in  almost 
every  branch  of  industry,  not  only  in  the 
particular  region  affected  but  in  the  other 
provinces  as  well.  This  brought  with  it 
an  unusual  demand  upon  the  resources  of 
the  country  for  handling  and  marketing 
the  grain,  and  created  a  transportation 
difficulty  the  solution  of  which  was  still  at 
the  end  of  the  year  one  of  the  leading  pro- 
blems of  the  day.  In  Ontario,  Quebec,  and 
the  maritime  provinces  likewise,  the  offi- 
cial crop  bulletins  report  heavier  yields 
than  in  many  years,  only  those  crops  liable 
to  damage  from  wet  weather,  such  as  corn, 
peas,  &c,  falling  below  the  average.  Fruit 
in  Ontario  and  British  Columbia  was  an 
exceptionally  heavy  crop,  though  reported 
a  failure  in  the  maritime  provinces.  The 
abundance  of  pasturage  throughout  the 
summer  reacted  favourably  on  the  stock- 
raising  and  dairying  branches  of  the  in- 
dustry, and  both  of  these  departments  re- 
port an  exceptionally  prosperous  year.  Ex- 
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ports  of  Canadian  cheese,  via  Montreal,  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  by  the  Depart- 
being  2,109,171  boxes,  valued  at  $18,455,246,  ment  of  Marine  and  Fisheries.  The  sub- 
as  against  1,791,613  boxes,  valued  at  $13,-  Ject  of  traP  fishing  on  Vancouver  Island, 
168,355,  in  1901.  The  open  weather  which  <°nd  the  question  of  the  control  of  fisheries, 
prevailed  during  the  first  three  weeks  of  as  between  the  federal  and  provincial  au- 
November  allowed  an  exceptional  amount  thorities,  were  considerably  discussed  dur- 
of  fall  ploughing  to  be  done,  and  in  some  inS  the  ^ar,  and  the  sittings  of  the  special 
sections  delayed  the  process  of  marketing,  commission  appointed  by  the  Department 
On  the  whole  it  may  be  said  that  the  year  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  to  inquire  into 
just  closed  was  not  only  the  most  pros-  conditions  in  the  fishing  industry  of  Brit- 
perous,>yet  recorded  in  the  agricultural  in-  i«h  Columbia,  the  report  of  which  is  pend- 
dustry  of  Canada,  but,  by  the  evidence  in&  was  expected  to  throw  much  light  on 
which  it  furnished  as  to  the  potential  re-  *nese  debated  problems.  The  proposition 
sources  of  the  Canadian  west,  laid  the  with  regard  to  the  Canada  Fish  Company 
foundations  for  developments  in  that  sec-  to  operate  in  Lake  Nepigon,  under  a  char- 
lion  on  a  scale  that  make  the  immediate  ter  from  the  Ontario  government,  was  also 
results  of  the  year's  operations  of  secondary  an  important  development  of  the  year  in 
importance.  ^is  industry.     On  the  great  lakes,  includ- 

_,„..._,  ing   Lakes   Winnipeg  and  Manitoba,   fair 
The  Fishing  Industry.  ,  .  „      - ,  -Tin 

°  *  catches,  especially  oi  herring,  m  Lakes  Un- 

In  the  fishing  industry  a  less  satisfactory  tario,  Erie  and  Huron,  were  reported.       A 

showing  was  presented.     The  Atlantic  fish-  report  of  the  Department  of  Marine  and 

eries,  on  the  whole,  reported  poor  catches  of  Fisheries,  published  1902,  showed  that  over 

mackerel,   herring   and  halibut,   except   at  80,000  men  were  engaged  during  1900  in 

intervals  during  the  season,  and  in  British  the  Canadian  fishing  industry,  using  boats, 

Columbia  returns  in  the  salmon-fishing  in-  nets  and  other  equipment  to  the  aggregate 

dustry  fell  far  below  those  of  last  year,  value  of  $10,990,125. 
there  being  in  the  neighbourhood  only  of 
260,000  cases  put    up    as  against  990,000 


The  Lumbering  Industry. 


cases  in  1901.  This  is  the  smallest  record  The  early  opening  of  the  spring  season 
since  1898.  The  fishermen,  according  to  the  caused  some  inconvenience  to  the  lumber- 
sliding  scale  agreed  upon  at  the  commence-  ing  industry  of  Canada,  the  various  camps 
ment  of  the  season,  were  paid  at  the  rate  oi  Ontario,  Quebec  and  New  Brunswick 
of  16i  cents  per  fish.  Sealing  operations  in  not  being  wholly  prepared  to  take  advan- 
the  Pacific  were  also  a  comparative  failure,  tage  of  the  freshets,  with  the  result  that 
The  cohoe  and  dog-salmon  season,  how-  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting 
ever,  showed  an  improvement  over  that  of  logs  out  of  the  woods  and  in  importing  the 
the  other  branches  of  the  industry,  the  usual  supply  of  provisions  for  the  autumn's 
Oriental  market  for  these  products  receiv-  operations.  The  same  circumstance,  how- 
ing  an  unusual  amount  of  attention.  The  ever,  extended  the  season  in  the  saw-mill- 
completion  of  the  formation  of  the  Fraser  ing  industry  by  some  weeks  and  thus  in- 
River  Canners'  Association,  embracing  the  creased  the  amount  of  general  employment, 
majority  of  the  canneries  of  British  Col-  in  spite  of  the  scarcity  of  logs  reported 
umbia,  was  an  important  announcement  of  from  several  points,  during  March  and 
the  year,  from  which  considerable  econo-  April.  The  continuance  of  high  water  in 
mies  in  expenditure  were  anticipated.  Lob-  the  rivers,  owing  to  the  prevailing  rainy 
ster  fishing  of  the  Atlantic  coast,  which  is  weather  of  the  month  of  June,  moreover, 
second  in  importance  only  to  salmon  fish-  enabled  the  question  of  the  supply  of  logs 
ing  in  the  fisheries  of  Canada,  had  a  fair  to  be  in  the  end  satisfactorily  arranged, 
season  and  is  expected  to  benefit  by  the  The  feature  of  the  year  in  the  lumbering 
establishment  of  three  new  hatcheries   in  industry,  however,  was  the  unprecedented 
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activity  with  which  operations  in  the  au- 
tumn were  begun  and  the  high  wages  of 
labour  prevailing  on  account  of  the  ex- 
ceeding difficulty  in  obtaining  men  for  the 
shanties.  Accompanying  this,  prices,  on 
account  of  the  general  steadiness  of  the 
demand  for  Canadian  lumber  both  in  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain,  and  in  the 
home  market,  have  shown  a  marked  ten- 
dency to  stiffen.  A  feature  also  of  the 
past  autumn  was  the  number  of  firms  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  square  tim- 
ber and  the  expansion  of  trade  in  the  par- 
tially manufactured  product.  The  scarcity 
of  labour  referred  to  above,  though  general, 
was  particularly  noticeable  in  the  square 
timber  department,  the  men  having  left 
this  occupation  in  large  numbers  a  few 
years  ago  on  the  general  decline  in  busi- 
ness, and  being  now  engaged  in  other  pur- 
suits. In  British  Columbia  ihe  continu- 
ous activity  of  lumbering  operations,  and  of 
the  shingle  and  other  mills  employed  in 
that  connection,  was  one  of  the  salient 
events  of  the  industrial  year,  the  develop- 
ment of  the  market  in  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories  being  a  leading 
cause  of  the  improved  conditions  reported. 
The  sawing  of  lumber  in  Manitoba  was 
also  on  an  increased  scale  during  the  year. 
Explorations  undertaken  during  the  year 
in  Ontario  and  Manitoba,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned, resulted  in  the  discovery  of  large 
areas  of  valuable  timber.  The  revised  sani- 
tary regulations  imposed  by  the  health  au- 
thorities of  Quebec  and  Ontario  are  an- 
other important  development  of  1902, 
which,  it  is  hoped,  have  achieved  the  result 
of  rendering  the  outbreak  and  spread  of 
contagious  diseases  among  the  workers  in 
those  isolated  communities  a  much  less 
probable  contingency  than  in  previous 
years. 

The  Mining  Industry. 

In  mining  the  showing  for  the  year  was 
on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  impetus 
given  to  coal  mining  in  Nova  Scotia  and 
throughout  the  North-west  Territories  by 
the  scarcity  of  coal  consequent  upon  the 
strike    of    Pennsylvania    miners  was  very 


pronounced,  and  reacted  strongly  upon  em- 
ployment in  these  branches  of  the  industry 
during  the  final  four  months  of  the  year. 
One  of  the  principal  effects  of  the  strike, 
in  fact,  was  the  extent  to  which  it  directed 
attention  to  the  resources  of  the  Dominion 
in  the  matter  of  its  native  coal  supply. 
The  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  also 
reported  a  year  of  exceptional  activity.  In 
the  coast  group  of  British  Columbia  coal 
mines,  however,  the  continued  use  of  fuel 
oil  by  railways  and  manufacturers  in  Cali- 
fornia, which  constitutes  the  leading  mar- 
ket for  this  product,  caused  a  prevailing 
dulness.  One  of  the  most  disastrous  ac- 
cidents in  the  history  of  coal  mining  in 
Canada  was  that  which  occurred  at  Fernie, 
B.C.,  on  May  22,  1902,  in  which  126  lives 
were  lost.  In  metalliferous  mining,  re- 
ports of  the  year  were,  on  the  whole,  also 
satisfactory.  The  output  of  Ontario  mines 
was  on  a  markedly  increased  scale  through- 
out the  year,  and  in  British  Columbia  the 
general  mining  situation  was  regarded  as 
more  hopeful  than  for  some  time  past.  The 
smelting  industry  in  both  the  provinces 
named  also  reported  prosperous  conditions 
and  increased  production,  the  cessation  of 
labour  troubles  in  British  Columbia  being 
among  the  most  favourable  symptoms  re- 
ported in  that  province  during  the  year. 
Asbestos  mining  in  Quebec  had  a  good 
year,  and  a  revival  in  mica  mining  is  re- 
ported in  the  same  province.  Gold  pro- 
duction in  the  Yukon  showed  a  decrease  as 
compared  with  1901,  but  employment  in 
mining  in  the  Territory  was,  on  the  whole, 
on  a  scale  not  before  equalled  in  its  history, 
quartz  mining  being  now  inaugurated  on 
an  extensive  scale.  During  the  year  im- 
portant discoveries  of  coal  oil  were  made 
in  New  Brunswick  and  in  Ontario. 

Manufacturing. 

Throughout  the  entire  Dominion,  but 
more  particularly  in  Ontario,  the  year  just 
closed  was  an  exceptionally  prosperous  one 
for  manufacturing  concerns.  The  number 
of  new  manufacturing  companies  organi- 
zed and  incorporated,  and  of  new  factories 
and  establishments  erected,  were  unprece- 
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dentedly  large,  and  the  scale  upon  which  Ontario  and  Manitoba  and  the  North- vent 
many  of  these  new  enterprises  were  launch-  Territories  being  the  fields  most  particu- 
ed  was  particularly  noticeable.  Special  re-  larly  affected,  though  the  influence  aiso  ex- 
ference  may  be  made  in  this  connection  to  tended  to  Nova  Scotia  and  British  Goluin- 
the  establishment  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  bia,  in  spite  of  the  late  closing  of  naviga- 
Kailway  Company's  new  shops  at  Montreal,  tion,  which  did  considerable  to  relieve  the 
end  of  the  Deering  Company  at  Hamilton,  situation.  The  activity  of  railway  trsns- 
The  manufacture  of  commodities  required  portation  was  not  unforeseen,  and  undoubt- 
in  connection  with  harvesting,  transporta-  edly  one  of  the  most  notable  developments 
tion,  and  the  building  trades,  have  been  of  the  year  in  this  connection  was  the  ex- 
very  active,  but  the  general  business  pros-  tent  to  which  improvements  in  rolling 
perity  and  trade  expansion  reacted  with  stock,  motive  power  and  general  equipment 
few  exoeptions  upon  all  branches  of  the  have  been  carried  out  by  the  different  corn- 
industry.  The  inauguration  of  the  manu-  panies,  there  being  thousands  of  additional 
facture  of  beet  sugar  in  Ontario  during  the  cars  now  in  use,  and  the  system  of  railway 
year  calls  for  special  notice,  and  the  open-  sidings,  elevators,  &c,  being  more  efficient 
ing  of  the  new  power  canal  of  the  Clergue  than  ever  before.  Railway  construction 
establishment  at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  is  also  has  also  been  a  feature  of  the  year,  but  the 
expected  to  be  the  forerunner  of  industrial  developments  promised  in  this  connection 
developments  on  a  large  scale  at  that  cen-  for  the  immediate  future,  especially  in  view 
tre.  Pulp  manufacture  has  been  extensive,  of  the  projected  extension  of  the  Grand 
and  the  flour-milling  industry  exception-  Trunk  Railway  to  the  Pacific,  involving 
ally  prosperous.  During  the  year  the  first  the  construction  of  thousands  of  miles  of 
steel  rails  ever  manufactured  in  a  Cana-  roadbed  and  an  expenditure  during  the 
dian  mill  were  successfully  run  at  Sault  next  four  years  estimated  at  $100,000,000, 
Ste.  Marie.  The  impetus  given  to  manu-  are  undoubtedly  on  a  scale  never  before  re- 
facturing  in  British  Columbia  may  also  be  corded.  In  New  Ontario,  also,  railway 
referred  to  in  passing.  building  on  an  extensive  scale  is  promised 

for  the  ensuing  season.     In  this  connection 
*               '  mention  should  be  made  of  the  addition  of 
The  season  of  1902  undoubtedly  witness-  $20,000,000  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Cana- 
ed  the  most  extensive  development  of  busi-  dian  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  the  pro- 
ness    yet   recorded   by    the    transportation  viding    of   additional   locomotives,    rolling 
companies  of  Canada,  the  moving  of  the  stock,   improvements   to   roadbed,  &c,  one 
enormous   grain   crops,   together  with  the  result  of  which  has  been  the  beginning  of 
pronounced  extension  of  trade  consequent  the  construction  of  new  car  shops  in  Mont- 
upon  the  general  prosperity  of  the  country  real,   with   a   capacity  estimated   at  from 
having  reacted  immediately  on  the  indus-  20,000  to  25,000  cars,  and  from  100  to  150 
try.     The  bountiful  western  crop  of  1901  locomotives  per  annum,  and  affording  em- 
contributed   considerably   to   this   activity  ployment  to  7,000  workmen.     The  annual 
during  the   opening  months   of  the  year,  reports    of    transportation    companies,    ac- 
The      effect      of      the      coal      strike      in  cordingly,  showed  vast  increases  in  volume 
Pennsylvania,     by     concentrating     within  of  traffic,  earnings  and  profits.     In  trans- 
the  closing  weeks  of  1902  a  traffic  usually  Atlantic     shipping     much     interest     was 
?xtended  over  the  entire  summer  and  au-  aroused   by   the   proposal,   in   view   of  the 
;umn  seasons,  added  considerably  to  the  do-  merger  of  American  steamship  lines,  to  es- 
nands  made  upon  transportation  facilities,  tablish  a  Canadian  fast  service,  under  a 
Accordingly  a  pronounced  and  widespread  subsidy  from   the  Dominion   government, 
•ar  famine  was  a  leading  feature  of  the  between  this  country  and  the  United  King- 
dosing  months  of  the  industrial  situation  dom.       The  announcement  that  the  Cana- 
n  Canada  during  1902,  the  provinces  of  dian  Pacific  Railway  Company  would  es- 
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tablish  and  operate  a  trans- Atlantic  service 
was  also  an  important  development  of  the 
closing  months  of  the  year.  During  the 
year  very  considerable  improvements  to  the 
St.  Lawrence  route  were  carried  out  by  the 
Dominion  Department  of  Marine,  and  by 
the  new  system  of  lighting  and  signalling 
adopted,  it  is  hoped  that  the  channel  to 
Montreal  will  be  safe  in  future  for  vessels 
of  the  largest  tonnage.  The  result  of 
these  various  developments  upon  the  labour 
market  was  very  pronounced,  both  in  the 
increased  number  of  men  employed  and  on 
wages  and  other  conditions  of  labour. 
Water  transportation,  as  above  remarked, 
enjoyed  a  lengthened  season,  and  was  on  a 
considerably  increased  scale  over  previous 
years,  as  the  returns  of  the  traffic  passed 
through  the  Sault  Ste.  Marie  canals,  among 
other  examples  that  might  be  quoted,  satis- 
factorily demonstrated. 

Activity  in  Particular  Trades. 

While  the  general  prosperity  of  the  year 
was  felt  in  all  branches  of  trade  and  in- 
dustry, the  early  opening  of  spring  and 
the  late  beginning  of  the  winter  season 
caused  the  year  to  be  especially  notable  for 
activity  in  the  building  trades.  Evidence 
of  this  is  to  be  found,  among  other  indica- 
tions, in  the  increased  numbers  in  which 
building  permits  were  issued  in  Toronto, 
Montreal  and  Vancouver,  and  in  nearly  all 
the  other  leading  Canadian  cities.  The 
metal  and  engineering  trades  also,  in  con- 
sequence largely  of  the  demand  in  connec- 
tion with  the  increasing  of  the  facilities 
of  the  transportation  companies,  experi- 
enced a  particularly  active  year,  though, 
as  above  stated,  abundance  of  employment 
was  the  normal  condition  of  the  labour 
market  in  the  various  trades  throughout 
the  Dominion,  except  in  local  and  detached 
instances  to  which  reference  is  impossible 
within  the  confines  of  the  present  article. 

Foreign  Trade  of  Canada. 

The  trade  record  of  the  year  just  past  is 
of  considerable  interest  in  connection  with 
any  review  of  industrial  conditions  in  view 
of  the  light  shed   which   it   reflects   upon 


general  conditions  throughout  the  coun- 
try. In  brief  it  may  be  said  that  the  ag- 
gregate foreign  trade  of  the  Dominion  dur- 
ing 1902  reached  the  highest  level  yet  re- 
corded, the  total  value  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 
amounting  to  the  unprecedented  sum  of 
$414,517,358,  or  $36,000,000  more  than  the 
trade  of  1901,  which  in  turn  showed  a  ma- 
terial increase  over  1900.  To  this  state- 
ment it  may  be  added  that  official  returns 
from  month  to  month  of  the  final  six 
months  of  the  past  year  show  an  increase, 
which,  if  maintained  until  June  30,  1903, 
will  again  show  an  increase  over  1902  all 
but  equal  to  the  gains  recorded  in  1901-2. 
Fuller  particulars  under  this  heading  have 
been  reported  from  month  to  month  in  the 
Labour  Gazette  and  need  not  be  repeated 
here. 

Imperial  Trade. 

Similarly,  a  very  noteworthy  feature  of 
1902  was  the  extent  to  which  trade  with 
the  other  colonies  of  the  British  Empire 
received  encouragement  in  Canada.    Early 
in  the  year  attention  was  directed  to  the 
prospect  of  establishing  trade  relations  on 
an  increased  scale  of  importance  between 
the  Dominion  and  Jamaica  and  other  Brit- 
ish West  India  islands.     The  inauguration 
in  the  autumn,  however,  of  a  direct  line  of 
steamers,    under    government    supervision, 
between  Canada  and  South  Africa,  coupled 
with  the  favourable  reports  received  from 
Canadian  government  agents  stationed  in 
the  latter  was,  perhaps,  the  most  important 
development  of  the  year  in  this  connection, 
and,  although  at  the  end  of  the  year  only 
a  few  cargoes  had  been  interchanged,  it  ie 
expected  that  far-reaching  results  will  en-, 
sue  on  the  trade  relations  of  the  two  coun- 
tries.      Prospects  of  an   increasing  trad* 
with  Australia  also  considerably  brighten-, 
ed  during  the  year,  and  the  establishmen 
of  a  direct  steamship  line  between  Canad; 
and   the   commonwealth,   via    the   Cape  o: 
Good  Hope,  was  promised  contingent  upoi 
the  success  of  the  South  African  line.  Th< 
trade  between  Australia  and  British  Col 
umbia  ports  also  showed  a  tendency  to  im 
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prove.  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
Great  Britain,  received  at  various  times 
during  the  autumn,  show  a  large  increase 
in  Anglo-Canadian  trade,  to  which  an  ad- 
ditional stimulus  will  be  imparted  by  the 
establishment  of  the  fast  freight  line  of 
steamships  mentioned  under  a  previous 
heading. 

Domestic  Trade. 

The  domestic  trade  of  Canada  during 
1902  presented  a  most  favourable  showing. 
A  feature  of  the  opening  months  of  the 
year  was  the  absence  of  the  usually  pro- 
nounced reaction  from  the  Christmas  trade 
cf  the  previous  season.  The  prevailing 
cool  weather  during  the  ensuing  spring 
and  summer  months  affected  sales  of  sum- 
mer dry-goods  and  the  open  weather  of  the 
autumn  similarly  delayed  the  sale  of  wool- 
lens. Ordinary  staples,  however,  were  in 
active  demand  throughout  the  year,  and 
the  effects  of  the  bountiful  harvest  and  the 
general  prosperity  of  industry  were  most 
pronounced  upon  the  domestic  trade  of  the 
country.  The  record  of  business  failures, 
accordingly,  for  the  year  was  low,  especi- 
ally from  the  standpoint  of  numbers.  A 
pronounced  money  stringency  during  the 
autumn  months,  chiefly  owing  to  the 
unusually  large  amount  of  currency  ne- 
cessary for  moving  the  crops,  caused  a  wide- 
spread depression  in  securities,  though  no 
lasting  ill-effects  were  at  the  end  of  the 
year  anticipated.  The  volume  of  business 
transacted  by  Canadian  banks  in  this  con- 
nection during  1902  was  especially  note- 
worthy, the  annual  statements  of  the  banks, 
without  exception,  reporting  an  exceedingly 
prosperous  year.  At  no  former  period  in 
the  history  of  the  country  have  the  banks 
held  so  much  money  on  deposit,  possessed 
more  valuable  assets,  a  better  proportion 
of  reserve  to  capital,  or  been  able  to  report 
a  more  satisfactory  year's  transactions,  the 
note  circulation  being,  in  most  cases,  taxed 
to  its  utmost  capacity.  Additions  to  capi- 
tal have  been  general  and  a  number  of 
new  banks  have  been  inaugurated.  As  a 
general  index  of  the  present  position  of  the 
Canadian  banks  it  may  be  stated  that  the 


average  price  of  shares  of  Dominion  banks 
since  1897  has  increased,  on  an  average, 
at  the  rate  of  about  eight  points  per  annum. 

Trade  with  the  Yukon. 

A  significant  feature  of  the  Canadian 
trade  record  of  1902  is  the  extent  to  which 
control  was  secured  of  the  Yukon  market 
by  Canadian  business  firms.  Thus,  while 
in  1898  only  ten  per  cent  of  the  Yukon 
trade  was  Canadian  the  proportion  had 
grown  to  67  per  cent  for  the  year  ended 
June,  1902.  By  the  Skagway,  White 
Horse  and  Upper  Yukon  routes  in  particu- 
lar the  amount  of  Canadian  goods  shipped 
during  the  year  compared  favourably  with 
foreign  goods.  Of  a  total  trade  of  $55,- 
000,000  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30,  1902,  Canada  supplied  $37,000,000.  An 
increase  in  the  value  of  cattle  shipments 
from  Vancouver  in  this  connection  was  of 
'special  importance.  An  indication  of  the 
interest  taken  in  older  Canada  in  the  Yu- 
kon market  was  afforded  by  the  number  of 
reports  prepared  and  published  during  the 
past  season  from  special  commissioners  ap- 
pointed both  by  the  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  by  different  trade  and  indus- 
trial organizations  throughout  the  country, 
in  which  the  various  characteristics  of  the 
market  are  discussed  in  detail. 

Dominion  Revenue. 

As  a  further  illustration  of  the  prosper- 
ity of  the  country,  brief  reference  may  be 
made  to  the  increased  returns  derived  dur- 
ing 1902  from  customs  and  other  sources 
of  Dominion  revenues.  For  the  financial 
year  1901-2  the  increase  in  ordinary  reve- 
nue was  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $5,500,- 
000.  There  was  an  increase  also  of  over 
$2,000,000  in  capital  expenditure  on  public 
works  and  railways  and  canals,  which,  with 
the  expenditure  of  nearly  $800,000  for  iron 
and  steel  bounties,  were  the  leading  fea- 
tures of  the  year  under  this  account.  Pro- 
vincial revenues  also  showed  a  uniform 
buoyancy.  Receipts  on  revenue  account 
during  the  six  months  of  the  current  year, 
ending  December  31,  showed  also,  on  the 


528 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Januabt,  1903 


whole,  a  steady  continuation  of  the  upward 
tendency. 

The  Immigration  Movement. 

Judging  of  the  development  of  the  Dom- 
inion during  1902  by  the  standard  afford- 
ed by  the  immigration  returns  of  the  year, 
it  will  be  seen  that  from  this  point  of  view 
the  season  just  closed  has  been  in  many 
respects  the  most  remarkable  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  The  influx  of  immigrants 
from  European  ports  commenced  fully  two 
months  earlier  than  in  1901,  and  the  pro- 
portions of  the  movement  from  the  outset 
may  be  estimated  from  the  fact  that  in- 
quiries at  the  Canadian  office  in  London 
during  the  spring  months  were  double  those 
of  1901.  The  same  expansion  was  con- 
tinued throughout  the  season,  Canadian 
railway  companies  reporting  that  they  had 
never  before  handled  as  large  a  body  of 
immigrants  within  a  similar  period  of  time, 
and  considerable  embarrassment  being 
caused  to  the  public  authorities  engaged  in 
handling  the  traffic.  An  even  more  im- 
portant characteristic  of  the  year's  immi- 
gration movement  was,  perhaps,  the  influx 
of  American  settlers  from  the  north-western 
states  into  the  Canadian  west.  These  con- 
stituted an  especially  desirable  class  of  im- 
migrants, being  composed,  for  the  most 
part,  of  well-to-do  farmers  taking  up  large 
sections  of  land.  According  to  official  re- 
turns, the  volume  of  immigration  for  the 
fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  was  fully  67,000 
as  against  49,149  last  year.  This,  however, 
affords  an  illustration  only  of  the  increased 
scale  of  immigration  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  year,  whereas  during  the 
summer  and  autumn  months  an  equal,  if 
not  a  greater,  rate  of  progress  was  main- 
tained. With  the  record  of  the  best  agri- 
cultural season  in  the  history  of  the  Cana- 
dian west  a  continuance  of  this  movement 
during  1903  was  confidently  anticipated  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  In  this  connection  it 
may  be  stated  that  on  September  S  the  law 
giving  power  to  government  immigration 
agents  to  prevent  the  landing  of  foreigners 
infected  with  contagious  or  loathsome  dis- 
eases went  into  effect,  and  that  the  revenue 


from  Chinese  immigration  for  the  year 
ended  June  30  was  $364,972,  the  number 
who  paid  the  tax  being  3,525  as  compared 
with  2,518  in  1900-1.  The  movement  look- 
ing to  repatriation  of  French  Canadians 
employed  in  the  manufacturing  industries 
of  the  eastern  states  was  also  reported  to 
have  made  progress  during  the  year.  With 
regard  to  provincial  colonization  projects, 
extensive  developments  were  reported  in  the 
opening  up  of  the  Temiscamingue,  Rainy 
River  and  other  districts  of  northern  On- 
tario, settlement  proceeding  with  great  ra- 
pidity and  preparations  for  the  building  of 
roads,  &c,  being  on  a  greatly  increased 
scale  over  those  of  the  previous  year.  On 
May  10  the  first  sod  of  the  Temiscamingue 
and  Northern  Railway  was  turned  at  Ot- 
ter lake  near  North  Bay,  the  contract  for 
the  building  of  the  road  being  awarded  in 
October,  the  first  60  miles  of  the  railway 
to  be  built  before  December  31,  1903,  and 
the  whole  distance  before  December  31, 
1904.  Colonization  was  also  particularly 
active  along  the  line  of  the  Algoma  Central 
Railway.  The  movement  looking  towards 
the  settlement  of  the  Buckley  valley  in 
British  Columbia,  which  is  reported  as  fer- 
tile, well  watered  and  especially  adapted  to 
stock  raising,  was  inaugurated  during  the 
year  and  a  suitable  entrance  discovered. 
The  province  of  Quebec  also  reported  the 
settlement  of  new  areas  on  the  usual  scale 
during  the  year. 

Development  of  the  West. 

As  may  be  implied  from  the  above,  the 
settlement  and  development  of  the  Cana- 
dian west  during  1902  were  at  a  rate  unex- 
ampled previously,  the  bountiful  crop  of 
1901  having  directed  attention  as  never  be- 
fore to  the  agricultural  potentialities  of 
this  extensive  region.  Sales  by  the  land 
departments  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way and  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
panies were  greatly  in  excess  of  previous 
years,  and  the  returns  of  the  Canada  North- 
western Company  were  quite  as  favour- 
able. The  number  of  homestead  entries 
in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Territo- 
ries for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1902,  was 
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14,832  as  against  only  8,167  in  1901,  the 
entries  for  the  year  representing  a  total 
area  of  free  lands  amounting  to  2,373,120 
acres.  A  conservative  estimate  places  the 
amount  of  land  disposed  of  for  settlement 
in  the  Canadian  west  during  the  season  as 
considerably  over  7,000,000  acres,  the  influx 
of  American  settlers  above  referred  to  con- 
stituting perhaps  the  most  important  fea- 
ture of  the  general  movement.  With  the 
excellent  record  of  the  present  year  in  this 
region  added  to  that  of  1901  prospects  for 
a  continuance  of  the  movement  were  at  the 
close  of  1902  very  bright.  It  may  be  added 
that  the  prosperity  of  the  agricultural  in- 
dustry was  reflected  with  scarcely  an  ex- 
ception on  the  various  other  trades  and  in- 
dustries and  the  various  businesses  repre- 
sented in  western  Canada. 

Conditions  in  British  Columbia. 

Conditions  in  the  province  of  British 
Columbia  differ  in  so  many  particulars 
from  those  prevailing  in  the  other  provin- 
ces of  the  Dominion  that  a  brief  reference 
to  the  subject  under  a  separate  heading  is 
|  suitable  to  the  scope  of  the  present  article. 
On  the  whole  the  year  just  closed  has  wit- 
nessed a  material  advance  in  many  import- 
ant departments  in  that  province.  As 
above  stated  the  lumbering  industry  was 
active  to  a  degree  never  before  experienced, 
and,  with  the  development  of  the  market  in 
Manitoba  and  the  Territories,  gives  every 
promise  of  continuing  so  for  some  time  to 
come.  The  salmon  fishing  industry,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  also  previously  mentioned, 
was  a  comparative  failure,  and  in  coal  min- 
ing on  the  coast  dulness  during  several 
months  was  the  prevailing  feature.  The 
jmetalliferous  mines,  however,  on  which  the 
future  of  the  interior  of  the  province  to  a 
large  extent  depends,  showed  a  distinct 
tendency  towards  an  improvement  in  gen- 
eral conditions,  the  most  favourable  feature 
being  a  general  cessation  of  the  labour  diffi- 
culties that  were  so  disturbing  an  element 
\n  previous  years.  The  extent  to  which 
fne  agricultural  resources  of  the  country 
rare  discussed  during  the  past  year  is  also 
vorthy  of  mention,   shipments   of  British 


Columbia  fruit  having  been  made  on  a 
comparatively  extensive  scale.  General 
trade  conditions  were  prosperous  in  spite  of 
a  few  large  business  failures. 

Trade  Disputes  of  1902. 

As  a  detailed  analysis  of  the  trade  dis- 
putes occurring  in  Canada  during  1902  is 
given  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue  of  the 
Gazette,  only  a  brief  reference  to  the  more 
salient  characteristics  of  the  season  is  ne- 
cessary in  this  place.  On  the  whole  the 
year  may  be  said  to  have  been  remarkable 
for  its  freedom  from  labour  disturbances, 
when  it  is  taken  into  account  that  what 
ordinarily  constitutes  the  most  potent 
cause  of  unrest  in  the  labour  market, 
namely,  the  re-arrangement  of  wages  sched- 
ules, was,  during  1902,  as  has  been  fully 
pointed  out  above,  so  prominent  a  feature 
of  the  general  industrial  situation.  Though 
there  were  not  wanting,  of  course,  several 
instances  of  disputes  by  which  the  pros- 
perity of  industry  was  more  or  less  seri- 
ously affected,  no  single  strike  of  the  year 
involved  as  many  men,  or  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  so  many  working  days,  as  the  strike 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  trackmen 
in  1901.  As  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  article  dealing  with  the  trade  disputes 
of  1901,  which  appears  on  another  page  of 
the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette,  there  were 
three  disputes  in  1901  involving  over  2,000 
workmen,  and  three  involving  less  than 
2,000  but  over  1,000.  During  the  past  year, 
however,  the  two  strikes  involving  the 
greatest  number  of  workmen,  that  is  to 
say,  the  strike  of  longshoremen  and  sym- 
pathisers at  Halifax,  N.S.,  and  of  street 
railway  employees  at  Toronto,  Ont.,  affect- 
ed only  1,200  and  1,000  men  respectively, 
and  the  loss  of  comparatively  only  a  small 
number  of  working  days  was  sustained. 
The  strike  of  longshoremen  at  Montreal  in 
October  involved  800  men,  but  was  con- 
tinued for  only  a  single  day.  As  usual, 
the  months  of  April,  May  and  June  were 
those  chiefly  affected  by  labour  disturb- 
ances, more  especially  during  the  past  sea- 
son owing  to  the  extent  to  which  the  gen- 
eral wages  scale  received  additions.  Among 
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particular  trades,  the  building  trades,  owing 
to  their  special  activity,  were  those  prin- 
cipally affected.  A  very  favourable  feature 
of  the  year  was  the  number  of  cases  in 
which  difficulties  of  considerable  import- 
ance were  terminated  or  averted  by  the 
employment  of  conciliation  or  arbitration, 
and  a  special  article  has  been  devoted  to  this 
subject  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
Thus  the  strike  of  longshoremen  and  allied 
trades  at  Halifax  above  referred  to  was 
settled  by  the  intervention  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  almost  immediately  after 
this  intervention  had  been  solicited,  and  the 
other  leading  dispute  of  the  year,  that  of 
the  street  railway  employees  at  Toronto, 
was  similarly  terminated  by  conciliation 
through  the  mediation  of  the  local  Board 
of  Trade.  Among  other  disputes  settled 
by  the  department  during  the  year  were  the 
strikes  of  the  labourers  at  Port  Burwell, 
Out.,  and  woodworkers  at  Berlin,  Ont.  Dis- 
putes of  shipbuilders  and  boilermakers  at 
Toronto,  plumbers  and  tinners  at  Windsor, 
Ont.,  electrical  workers  at  Montreal  and 
Hamilton,  &c,  were  amongst  the  most  pro- 
minent of  those  settled  by  arbitration.  The 
Bureau  of  Labour  of  the  province  of  On- 
tario was  also  instrumental  in  furthering 
the  interests  of  industrial  peace  through  its 
intervention  under  the  provincial  Concili- 
ation Act. 

Proceedings  of  Organized  Labour. 

Accompanying  the  general  activity  of  the 
labour  market  throughout  3902  the  move- 
ment for  the  formation  of  new  trade  unions 
was  accentuated.  Thus  there  were  180 
new  unions  reported  to  the  department 
from  month  to  month  as  formed  during  the 
year,  whereas  in  1901  only  146  new  unions 
were  thus  reported.  April  and  May  with 
19  new  unions  each  in  1901,  and  June, 
April  and  November  with  26,  20,  and  20 
new  unions  respectively  in  1902  were  the 
leading  months  in  this  respect.  Brief  re- 
ference may  be  made  to  the  more  import- 
ant meetings  and  proceedings  of  organized 
labour  in  Canada  during  1902.  Among 
these  may  be  first  mentioned  the  interview 
between   a   deputation   of  the   Trades   and 


Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  representing 
every  province  of  the  Dominion,  and  the 
Dominion  government,  held  in  the  month 
of  March,  when  resolutions  passed  at  the 
regular  session  of  the  congress  in  the  Sep- 
tember previous   relating  to   Oriental  im- 
migration, remuneration  of  letter  carriers, 
government  ownership  of  utilities,  the  eight 
hour    day,    technical    education,    alien    la- 
bour,   conciliation,    fair   wages,   union   la- 
bel   and    other    subjects,    were    submitted 
for  consideration.       Among  the  important 
meetings  of  unions  held  in  Canada  during 
the  year  may  be  mentioned  the  Iron  Mould- 
ers' International  Convention  which  met  in 
Toronto  in  July,  and  at  which  540  dele- 
gates,  representing  every  state   and  terri- 
tory in  the  United  States  and  several  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion  were  represented. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers  was  also  held  in  To- 
ronto in  July,  and  was  attended  by  over 
300  delegates  from  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada.     The  Eighteenth  An- 
nual Convention  of  the  Trades  and  Labour 
Congress  of  Canada  held  at  Berlin,  Ont., 
from  September  15  to  19,  was  the  most  im-  i 
portant  assembly,   from  the  standpoint  of  | 
labour,  of  the  year,  it  being  also  in  many 
respects  the  most  important  meeting  eve:* 
held  in  the  history  of  that  body.    This  was 
more  particularly  so  in  view  of  the  re^ 
lution  which  was  passed  excluding  all  as- 
semblies of  Knights  of  Labour  from  repre- 
sentation and  the  formation  in  consequence 
of  a  new  central  body,  to  be  known  as  the 
National  Trades  and  Labour  Congress,  the 
result  being  also  partially  due  to  the  atti- 
tude of  the  American  Federation  of  La- 
bour in  claiming  a  superior  rather  than  a^ 
parallel  jurisdiction  to  the  Dominion  Con- 
gress.       The   new   congress   which,   as   its 
name  implies,  is  intended  to  be  distinctly 
Canadian,  made  substantial  progress,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  obtained  a  consider-i 
able   body   of   members,   especially   in  the 
province  of  Quebec. 

In  October,  1902,  an  Employers'  Associ- 
ation, consisting  of  leading  manufacturer* 
and   employers   of   labour,   was   formed  ii 
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Toronto,  and,  being  the  first  organization 
of  its  kind  in  Canada,  constitutes  an  im- 
portant event  in  the  labour  chronology  of 
the  year.  Self  protection  of  members,  se- 
lection of  employees,  adjustment  of  labour 
disputes  and  the  encouragement  of  non- 
union workers  were  the  most  prominent  of 
the  objects  announced  by  the  association. 
The  year  has  also  been  noticeable  for  the 
number  of  associations  of  employers  in  par- 
ticular trades  formed  in  various  cities  of 
the  Dominion. 

Labour  Legislation,  1902. 

A  number  of  bills,  directly  or  indirectly, 
affecting  conditions  of  labour  in  Canada, 
were  passed  by  the  federal  and  provincial 
authorities  during  1902,  and  the  legislative 
year,  on  the  whole,  may  be  said  to  have 
been  an  active  one  in  this  respect.  Among' 
the  measures  approved  by  the  Dominion 
Parliament  in  this  connection  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Capi- 
talization Act,  the  Act  amending  the  Mani- 
toba Grain  Act,  both  of  which  are  expected 
to  have  far-reaching  results  upon  the  agri- 
cultural industry  in  the  west;  an  Act  re- 
specting the  coasting  trade  of  Canada,  and 
several  others  affecting  immigration,  the 
tariff,  conditions  in  the  Yukon  and  differ- 
ent special  industries  throughout  the  coun- 
try. Still  more  intimately  connected  with 
labour  conditions  was  the  Act  to  amend 
the  Post  Office  Act,  which  had  reference  to 
the  pay  of  messengers,  letter  carriers  and 
other  employees  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. It  is  worthy  of  note,  also,  that  of 
the  114  Acts  passed  by  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament at  its  last  session,  44  had  directly 
to  do  with  the  incorporation  of  railway 
companies  and  a  large  proportion  of  the 
remainder  with  the  incorporation  of  indus- 
trial concerns;  this  feature  of  the  season's 
work  being  made  the  subject  of  special  re- 
ference in  the  speech  from  the  throne  at 
prorogation.  In  order,  however,  to  appre- 
ciate the  full  extent  to  which  the  interests 
of  the  working  classes  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  legislative  authorities  of 
the  Dominion  during  the  year,  mention 
should  be  added  as  to  the  important  mea« 


sures  which  were  introduced,  and  received 
their  initial  reading  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons  in   the  session   of   1902,   but   which 
were  deferred  for  final  consideration  until 
1903.     The  bill  providing  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  railway  commission,  and  that  re- 
commending compulsory  arbitration  in  all 
disputes   between    railway   companies    and 
their  employees,  were  among  this  number, 
the  former  being  based  upon  a  special  re- 
port  on  railway  commissions,   rate  griev- 
ances  and  regulative  legislation,  prepared 
under   instructions   from   the   Minister   of 
Railways    and    Canals    and    reviewed    at 
length  in  the  May  Gazette.     The  latter  bill 
was  also  explained  and  quoted  in  full  in 
the  Gazette  for  June.     In  the  province  of 
Ontario    an    Act    of    special    importance 
passed  during  the  year  was  that  amending 
the  Act  respecting  councils  of  conciliation 
and  arbitration.     The  Act  authorising  the 
construction    of    the    Temiscamingue    and 
Northern  Railway  was  also  important  on 
account    of    the    clauses    granting   special 
protection  to  labour  which  were  incorpor- 
ated  therein.     The   same   conditions   were 
extended  in  an  '  Act  respecting  Aid  to  Cer- 
tain Railways.'     The  interests  of  agricul- 
turists were  consulted  in  a  number  of  spe- 
cial regulations,  and  the  Mechanics'  Lien 
Act   and   Ontario    Factories   Act   received 
important  amendments.     In  Manitoba  the 
Master   and   Servants7    Act   was   amended, 
and    other    legislative    enactments    of    the 
year  took  cognizance  of  insolvency,  educa- 
tion,  assessment,   garnishment,   the  dairy- 
ing industry  and  county  courts.     The  pro- 
vince   of    British    Columbia    also    passed 
some  important  labour  legislation  during 
the  year,  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  trade 
unions  being  defined  under  an  Act  known 
as  '  the  Public  Wages  Act,  1902,'  and  se- 
curity of  wages  due  workmen  on  subsidized 
and  other  work  being  provided  for.       An- 
other   very    important    British    Columbia 
measure  was  a  Workmen's   Compensation 
Act.     Employment  carried  on  under  powers 
granted  by  private  Acts  was  also  strictly 
regulated.     Three  Acts  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restricting  the  employment  of  Ja- 
panese and  Chinese  in  mines  and  imposing 
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an  educational  test  upon  intending  immi- 
grants were  subsequently  disallowed  by  the 
federal  authority. 

Royal  Commissions. 

As  an  allied  topic  with  that  of  legisla- 
tive activity  during  the  year,  the  action  of 
the  various  commissions  appointed  by  the 
Dominion  government  to  inquire  into  con- 
ditions existing  in  different  industries  was 
especially    noteworthy    during    1902,    four 
such  commissions  having  held  sessions  and 
listened  to   evidence,  or  having  presented 
reports,   at   different  periods   of  the  year. 
The  British  Columbia  Fisheries  Commis- 
sion, appointed  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  held 
sittings,  as  already  mentioned,  in  several 
of  the  principal  cities  of  British  Columbia 
during  January  and  February,   when  the 
subject,  of  the  use  of  traps  on  the  outward 
edge   of   Vancouver    island,    the   point   at 
which  the  schools  of  salmon  first  touch  on 
their  return  to  the  parent  river,  was  thor- 
oughly  discussed,   the  fishermen  opposing 
the  sanction  of  traps  and  seines,  and  the 
canners    representing    that    their    employ- 
ment in  this  locality  would  affect  the  cap- 
ture of  the  salmon  before  the  latter  had 
been  dispersed  and  depleted  by  the  traps  of 
the   American    canners,    inasmuch    as    the 
salmon  pass  from  Vancouver  island  into 
United  States  waters  before  arriving  off  the 
mainland  of  British  Columbia.       During 
the   summer  months  the  members  of  the 
commission  visited  the  localities  in  ques- 
tion as  well  as  the  fisheries  on  Puget  Sound, 
their  report  being  still  pending  at  the  close 
of  the  year.     A  second  important  investi- 
gation, which  was  not  fully  completed  until 
the  past  year,  was  that  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission appointed  in  April,  1901,  on  repre- 
sentations made  by  the  Canadian  Press  As- 
sociation, into  conditions  in  the  paper  ma- 
nufacturing industry  in  Canada,  the  con- 
tention of  the  Press  Association  being  that 
a  combine  existed  among  Canadian  paper 
manufacturers  whereby  the  price  of  news 
and  printing  paper  was  unduly  increased, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Customs 
Tariff  Act.     The  result  of  the  investiga- 


tion was  that  the  commissioner  found  not 
only  that  the  alleged  increase  of  prices  had 
taken   place,   but   that  such   increase  was 
'  undue,  unreasonable  and  oppressive.'   The 
government  accordingly  passed,  on  Febru- 
ary 11,  1902,  an  order-in-council  reducing 
the  duty  on  news  printing  paper  from  25 
per  cent  to  15  per  cent  ad  valorem.       On 
February  27,  Part  I.  of  the  report  of  the 
Poyal  Commission  on  Chinese  and  Japa- 
nese Immigration  was  also  laid  upon  the 
tf.ble  of  parliament,  the  commission  having 
been   appointed   in   September,    1900,    and 
having  extended  its  sittings  over  the  spring 
months  of  the  following  year.     The  second 
part  of  the  report,  relating  to  the  immigra- 
tion of  Japanese,  was  tabled  in  April,  and 
a  complete  report  of  its  contents  and  that 
of  Part  I.  will  be  found  in  the  issues  of  the 
Labour  Gazette  for  April  and  July.     After 
an  exhaustive  and  very  valuable  review  of 
the  general  industrial  situation  in  British 
Columbia,    with    special   reference    to    the 
field  for  Oriental  labour,  the  commission 
recommended  the  increase  in  the  capitation 
tax  on  Chinese  from  $100  to  $500,  and  that, 
with  regard  to  the  Japanese,  an  Act  on  the 
lines  of  the  Natal  Act  should  be  passed  by 
the  Dominion  Parliament.       The  commis- 
sioner   appointed    by    the    government    in 
May,  1902,  to  examine  into  conditions  ex- 
isting   in    the    tobacco    trade    in    Canada, 
whereby  the  American  Tobacco  Company 
was  alleged  to  have  secured  an  undue  ad- 
vantage over  competing  manufacturers,  be- 
gan   his    investigation    in    September    at 
Windsor,    Ont.,    and    concluded    them    in 
Montreal  in  November,  much  valuable  in- 
formation being  presented  in  the  evidence 
as  to  the  extent  and  general  importance  of 
the  industry  in  Canada.     The  commission- 
er's report  had  not  appeared  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Notes. 

The  movement  in  favour  of  manual 
training  and  technical  education  reported 
considerable  progress,  especially  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia. 

The  question  of  Sunday  labour  re- 
ceived considerable  attention,  especially  in 
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the  cities  of  Montreal  and  Toronto,  where 
the  keeping  open  of  cigar  stores,  refresh- 
ment booths  and  barber  shops  was  made  the 
special  object  of  legal  intervention.  A  pro- 
posed by-law  to  permit  of  the  operation  of 
street  cars  on  Sunday  in  the  city  of  Win- 
nipeg was  voted  down  during  December. 

The  completion  of  the  Pacific  cable 
and  the  establishment  of  a  terminal  in 
Cape  Breton  for  a  trans-Atlantic  wireless 
telegraph  system  were  events  of  the  year 
which  are  expected  to  have  important  re- 
sults for  the  commerce  of  Canada. 

A  noteworthy  development  of  the  year 
was  the  extent  to  which  the  operations  of 


certain  combinations  of  United  States  capi- 
tal reacted  on  industrial  and  commercial 
conditions  in  Canada.  The  action  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Company,  and .  q£  the 
owners  of  the  Pennsylvania  coal  mines 
have  been  already  referred  to.  A  still  more 
prominent  example  was  the  merger  of  At- 
lantic steamship  companies,  which  was 
fraught  with  many  important  possibilities 
to  Canada,  and  which  was  largely  respon- 
sible for  the  proposal  of  a  Canadian  fast 
Atlantic  steamship  passenger  and  freight 
service.  The  advance  in  the  price  of  meat, 
which  was  also  so  pronounced  in  Canada 
in  May  and  June,  was  in  part  attributed 
to  the  operations  of  American  capitalists. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  DISPUTES  IN  CANADA  DURING  1901. 


1AHE  following  review  and  summary  of 
.statistics  of  trade  disputes  occurring 
in  Canada  during  the  year  1901  is  based 
upon  the  twelve  monthly  articles  which 
were  published  in  the  Labour  Gazette  be- 
tween January,  1900,  and  January,  1901, 
dealing,  in  the  case  of  each  of  the  issues  in 
question,  with  the  trade  disputes  reported 
to  the  department  during  the  preceding 
month. 

As  the  establishment  of  the  department 
dates  from  August,  1900,  and  a  systematic 
monthly  review  of  the  strike  situation 
throughout  the  Dominion  was  not  under- 
taken until  the  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette 
for  November,  1900,  the  added  interest  of  a 
comparison  of  the  statistics  of  labour  dis- 
putes in  Canada  during  1901  with  those  of 
earlier  years  is  not  possible  in  the  present 
article. 

Strikes  Continued  from  1900. 

There  were  two  strikes  in  actual  pro- 
gress in  Canada  on  January  1,  1901. 
These  were  a  strike  of  machinists  at  Dun- 
das,  Ont.,  which  had  been  begun  on  Octo- 
ber 8,  1900,  and  a  strike  of  garment  work- 
ers at  London,  Ont.,  begun  on  December 
14.  The  former  of  these  may  be  said  to 
constitute  a  feature  of  the  record  of  indus- 


trial disputes  in  Canada  during  1901,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  it  was  settled  by  the  friend- 
ly intervention  of  the  Department  of  La- 
bour under  the  Conciliation  Act  on  Janu- 
ary 25.  Particulars  as  to  the  action  of  the 
department  in  this  connection  will  be 
given  under  a  later  heading  of  the  present 
article.  The  strike  of  garment  workers  at 
London,  which  had  arisen  out  of  the  re- 
fusal of  the  employees  to  work  under  a 
newly-appointed  forelady,  ended  on  Janu- 
ary 14,  in  favour  of  the  company.  Still  an- 
other labour  dispute  of  1900,  the  final  set- 
tlement of  which  was  delayed  until  1901, 
was  the  lock-out  in  the  boot  and  shoe  in- 
dustry of  Quebec,  which  ended  on  Decem- 
ber 14,  after  having  continued  since  Octo- 
ber 25,  and  in  which  employees  to  the  num- 
ber of  3,850,  including  not  only  boot  and 
shoe  operatives  proper,  but  engine  drivers, 
machinists  and  others  were  involved.  The 
matter  was  referred  for  arbitration  on  the 
date  named  to  His  Grace  the  Archbishop 
of  Quebec,  but  as  his  decision  was  not  ren- 
dered until  January  14,  it  may  accordingly 
be  regarded  as  an  event  calling  for  refer- 
ence in  a  review  of  strike  settlements  in 
Canada  during  1901.  Briefly  stated,  the 
award  of  the  archbishop  asserted  the  right 
on  the  part  of  trades,  professions,  or  of  any 
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calling  whatever,  to  form  associations,  al- 
though all  associations  were  not  there- 
fore to  be  considered  as  necessarily 
lawful.  With  regard  to  the  course 
to  be  pursued  in  any  future  dispute  that 
might  arise,  the  method  of  settlement  by 
arbitration  and  conciliation  was  recom- 
mended. A  board  of  three  representing 
the  employees,  to  be  known  as  a  Board  of 
Complaint,  and  a  board  of  three  chosen  by 
the  employers,  to  be  known  as  a  Board  of 
Conciliation,  were  to  have  power  to  deal 
jointly  with  any  matters  brought  to  their 
notice  by  the  parties  they  represented.  If 
an  agreement  could  not  be  reached  through 
the  joint  action  of  these  boards,  the  ques- 
tion was  to  be  referred  to  a  permanent 
court  of  arbitration,  consisting  of  a  repre- 
sentative chosen  by  the  Board  of  Concili- 
ation, a  representative  chosen  by  the  Board 
of  Complaint,  and  a  third  selected  by  those 
two  arbitrators,  or  failing  an  agreement  by 
them,  a  judge  of  a  superior  court  or  the 
Archbishop  of  Quebec.  The  important 
clause  was  added  that  so.  long  as  a  matter 
of  dispute  was  under  discussion  the  manu- 
facturer should  not  close  his  factory,  or  the 
workmen  cease  their  labour.  The  award 
went  into  operation  on  February  1. 

Strike  Record  of  the  Year  1901. 

There  were  in  all  104  new  trade  disputes 
reported  to  the  Department  of  Labour  dur- 
ing 1901.  Of  these  three  were  lock-outs 
by  employers,  namely,  a  lock-out  of  stone- 
cutters by  contractors  at  Riviere  a  Pierre 
on  demand  being  made  by  employees  for 
increased  wages  and  for  a  change  from 
piece  to  day  work;  a  lock-out  by  employers 
of  cigarmakers  at  London,  on  the  men  re- 
fusing to  make  a  superior  class  of  cigar 
without  additional  pay;  and  a  lock-out  of 
carriage  workers  at  Orillia  upon  the  for- 
mation of  a  local  branch  of  the  union,  the 
employers  being  successful  in  the  first  and 
third  cases,  and  the  men  in  the  second. 
With  regard  to  the  time  of  year  chiefly 
affected  by  labour  disturbances,  seven 
strikes  were  reported  to  the  department  in 
January,  the  wages  question  being  respon- 
sible for  the  majority.     The  number  sank 


to  3  in  February,  but  rose  to  13  in  March, 
as  the  spring  season  of  activity  approach- 
ed. In  April,  12  new  disputes  were  re- 
ported, followed  by  7  in  May,  while  June 
and  July  headed  the  list  of  months  with 
23  and  14  new  disputes  respectively,  nearly 
all  of  these  being  for  an  increase  in  the 
wages  scale.  In  August,  September  and 
October,  again,  the  numbers  of  disputes 
fell  to  5  in  each  instance.  In  November 
7  strikes  were  reported,  and  in  December 
the  number  sank  to  the  level  of  February, 
with  3.  The  provinces  of  Ontario,  Quebec, 
British  Columbia,  New  Brunswick  and 
Manitoba  were  affected  by  these  disturb- 
ances, Ontario  contributing  53,  and  Que- 
bec 29  to  the  total.  The  numbers  involved 
in  93  of  the  strikes  reported  to  the  depart- 
ment amounted  to  23,050  men  directly  in- 
volved, and  4,442  indirectly.  The  number 
of  working  days  lost  in  87  of  the  strikes 
reported,  amounted  to  684,282.  Reckoned 
by  classes  of  workpeople,  the  metal  trades 
with  21  strikes,  the  building  trades  with 
14,  and  labourers  with  12  were  the  more 
prominent.  A  more  detailed  statement  of 
the  above  facts  is  presented  under  the  fol- 
lowing several  headings : — 

Magnitude  of  Trade  Disputes. 

Returns  were  made  to  the  Department 
of  Labour  in  the  cases  of  93  trade  disputes 
during  1901  as  to  the  numbers  of  men  di- 
rectly and  indirectly  involved.  The  fol- 
lowing table  shows  the  number  of  strikes 
according  to  number  of  workmen  involv- 
ed:— 

I.  Table    showing    numbers    involved    in 

Trades  Disputes   in   Canada   in   1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  Xo.  1. 


Numbers  T 

nvoJved. 

Number  of 
Strike 

Over  2,000 

3 

•i     1,000, 
500 
300 

but  less  t 

ii 
ii 
ii 
ii 
H 
ii 

han  2,000 

1,000.  t 

BOO 

3 

:> 
5 

200 

100 

50 

25 

Under  25.. 

300 

200 

100. 
50 

\ 

1 

14 

24 

31 

93 
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Reckoning  by  loss  of  time  in  working 
days,  the  most  important  strike  of  the  year 
was  that  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
trackmen,  which  began  on  July  17  and 
ended  August  30,  involving  5,000  men  and 
causing  the  loss  of  about  310,000  working 
days.  The  cause  alleged  by  the  men  was 
the  refusal  of  the  company  to  recognize 
the  chosen  representatives  of  the  trackmen, 
or  to  enter  into  an  agreement  with  them 
as  to  terms  and  conditions  of  employment. 
This  was  coupled  with  a  demand  for  an 
increase  in  wages  of  from  10  to  20  cents 
per  day  according  to  locality.  The  com- 
pany claimed,  on  the  other  hand,  that  its 
rates  of  remuneration  to  trackmen  were 
higher  than  those  of  other  competing  roads. 
The  strike  affected  the  entire  length  of  the 
railway,  over  4,000  miles  of  track,  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  which,  as  1he 
duration  of  the  strike  increased,  became 
more  or  less  dangerous  to  traffic.  A  joint 
committee,  composed  of  representatives 
from  the  several  railway  orders,  was  finally 
appointed  as  a  board  of  conciliation  with 
a  view  to  effect  a  settlement,  but  the  track- 
men subsequently  refused  to  accept  its  de- 
cision. In  the  end,  however,  after  various 
negotiations,  the  trackmen  accepted  what 
was  virtually  the-  basis  of  the  agreement 
proposed  by  the  board.  The  recognition  cf 
the  union,  together  with  an  agreement  set- 
ting forth  the  terms  and  conditions  of  their 
employment  and  other  minor  concessions 
were  obtained,  but  in  the  matter  of  the 
wages  scale,  which  was  the  main  cause  of 
the  strike,  a  compromise  was  accepted. 

Among  other  important  strikes  of  ^he 
year,  considered  from  the  standpoint  of 
working  days  lost,  were  the  strike  of  sal- 
mon fishermen  on  the  Fraser  river  in  July, 
which   caused   a   loss   of  128,000,   and  the 


strike  of  the  miners  at  Rossland,  causing 
a  loss  of  110,000  days.  A  reference  to 
both  of  these  disputes  will  be  found  under 
a  subsequent  heading  of  the  present  article. 

A  strike  of  carpenters  at  Winnipeg  in 
August,  on  the  refusal  of  employers  to 
grant  the  union's  demand  for  a  nine  hour 
day  and  .40  cents  per  hour,  involved  a  loss 
of  17,200  days,  while  a  strike  in  the  build- 
ing trades  at  Sydney  for  a  nine  hour  day 
and  nine  hours'  pay,  involving  a  loss  of 
23,800  working  days,  was  also  an  important 
disturbance  of  the  year. 

The  strike  of  carpenters  and  joiners, 
which  began  on  June  30  in  Ottawa,  and 
lasted  until  July  18,  involved  a  loss  of 
14,800  days,  and  the  machinists  and  wood- 
workers' strike  in  the  same  city,  begin- 
ning on  the  same  day,  also  caused  a  loss  cf 
9,800  working  days. 

The  strike  of  spinners  at  Valleyfield  in 
October  was  one  of  the  leading  disturb- 
ances of  the  year,  causing  a  loss  of  22,500 
working  days. 

In  connection  with  the  above  and  sub- 
sequent statements  it  should  be  mentioned 
again  that  full  returns  were  obtained  by 
the  department  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  men  involved  in  labour  disputes  during 
1901  in  only  93  of  the  104  strikes  reported, 
and  with  regard  to  the  duration  of  the  dis- 
turbance in  87.  The  totals,  therefore,  are 
to  be  regarded  as  falling  somewhat  under 
what  complete  returns  would  demonstrate. 

Disputes  by  Trades  Affected. 

The  extent  to  which  the  leading  trades 
of  the  Dominion  were  affected  by  the  in- 
dustrial disputes  of  1901  is  shown  in  the 
following  table : — 
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II.  Table  showing  number  of  disputes,  the 
number  of  work  people  involved,  and 
losses  in  working  days  by  Trades  in  Can- 
ada during  1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  No.  2. 
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No.  of  workpeo- 
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Total     loss     in 
working  days. 
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Building 

Metal 

Woodworking  . . 
Textile 

2,133 

1,252 

561 

172 

169 

383 

89 

36 

15 

715 

44 

5,054 

412 

800 

2,885 

8,000 

695 

165 

^23,581 

400 

296 

200 

2,670 

24 

12 

800 
40 

4,442 

65,016 

20,507 

6,751 

25,209 

Clothing 

Boot    and    shoe 
workers 

346 

2,335 

428 

Leather 

Food  production 
Cigarmakers. . . . 

Transport    

Longshoremen .  . 

Mining 

Fishing 

Unskilled  labour 
Miscellaneous. .  . 

72 

120 

829 

595 

310,373 

457 

3,200 

116,650 

128,000 

1,608 

1,786 

Total 

684,282 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that, 
judging  by  the  numbers  of  men  involved, 
the  strikes  in  the  fishing  industry  during 
the  year  rank  first  with  8,000  men,  this 
being  the  return  made  to  the.  department 
of  the  number  of  men  concerned  in  the 
strike  of  salmon  fishermen  on  the  Fraser 
river,  B.C.,  during  the  month  of  July. 
Transport  stands  second  on  the  list  in  this 
respect,  with  a  total  of  5,504  work  people 
involved,  the  strike  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  trackmen  accounting  for  5,000  of 
this  number.  Of  the  2,885  men  involved 
in  strikes  in  the  mining  industry  during 
the  year,  the  strikes  of  miners  at  Bossland, 
B.C.,  and  of  coal  miners  in  Pictou  county, 
N.S.,  made  up  2,500.  The  building  and 
metal  trades  were  the  only  other  groups 
of  trades  in  which  the  number  of  work 
people  involved  in  strikes  went  above  1,000 
men. 

Beckoning  by  numbers  of  strikes  report- 
ed according  to  groups  of  trades,  the  metal 
trades  stand   first   with   23   disputes;    the 


building  trades  second  with  14;  unskilled 
labour  third  with  11;  cigarmakers  with  7; 
textile  workers  with  6;  and  miners  and 
longshoremen  with  5  each. 

Of  the  total  of  684,282  working  days  lost 
in  Canada  by  strikes  in  1901,  the  strike  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  trackmen, 
on  account  of  its  extended  nature  and  the 
number  of  men  involved,  accounted  for 
310,375  days.  About  128,000  days  were 
lost  through  the  strike  of  the  salmon  fisher- 
men on  the  Fraser  river,  and  116,650  days 
in  the  various  mining  disputes  reported 
during  the  year.  The  building  trades  with 
a  loss  of  "65,016  days,  and  the  metal  trades 
with  a  loss  of  20,507  days  furnish  the  only 
other  instances  in  which  the  loss  in  work- 
ing days  in  any  one  group  of  trade3 
amounted  to  more  than  7,000  days. 

With  regard  to  the  proportion  of  work 
people  directly  and  indirectly  affected  by 
strikes,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table 
that  the  latter  class  constituted  about  18 
per  cent  of  the  total  numbers  involved.  Of 
the  total  of  4,442  men  indirectly  affected 
by  strikes,  2,500  were  reported  from  a  single 
labour  disturbance,  namely,  that  of  the 
strike  of  spinners  in  the  mills  of  the  Mont- 
real Cotton  Company  at  Valleyfield  in  Oc- 
tober. 

Disputes  by  Localities  Affected. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  compa- 
rative prevalence  of  strikes  in  the  different 
provinces : — 

Table  showing  disputes  by  Provinces  dur- 
ing 1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E..  No 


Province. 

Number 
of  Strikes. 

Nova  Scoti. 
Prince  Edw 

x  .      . 
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New  Bruns 
Quebec 

3 

2!) 

Ontario 

53 
3 

Manitoba. . 

British  Coli 
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Total 

10 
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To  the  total  of  103  strikes  as  thus  distri- 
buted must  be  added  the  strike  of  the  Rail- 
way Trackmen  on  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway,  which,  being  spread  over  the  en- 
tire route  of  the  railway,  directly  affected 
every  province  of  the  Dominion  with  the 
exception  of  Prince  Edward  Island.  The 
larger  centres  of  industry  were  naturally 
those  chiefly  affected  by  labour  disputes 
during  1901,  the  rank  of  the  leading  cities 
of  the  Dominion  according  to  number  of 
trade  disputes  reported  during  the  year 
being  as  follows: — Toronto,  13;  Montreal, 
10;  Quebec,  8;  Ottawa,  G;  Hamilton,  6; 
Kingston,  5;  St.  Hyacinthe,  4;  St.  John, 
3;  London,  3;  St.  Thomas,  3. 

Disputes  by  Months. 

In  the  following  table  the  strike  record 
of  Canada  by  months  during  1901,  is  pre- 
sented : — 

Table  showing  Trade  Disputes  by  Months 

in  Canada  in  1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  No.  4. 


January  . 
February. 
March..    . 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Augu.st.  .  . 
September 
October.  . 
November 
December. 


Number 
of  Strikes. 


7 
3 

13 

12 
7 
23 
14 
5 
5 
5 
7 
3 


As  early  as  January  the  demand  for  an 
increased  wage  scale,  which  was  one  of  the 
leading  characteristics  of  the  industrial 
season  of  1901  in  Canada,  became  promi- 
nent as  a  cause  of  labour  disturbances,  two 
of  the  7  strikes  of  the  month  being  for 
increased  wages  and  two  against  reduction 
of  wages.  In  February  the  same  cause  en- 
tered into  three  of  the  four  new  disputes 


reported  during  the  month,  and  in  March, 
with  the  approach  of  the  spring  season  of 
activity,  the  wage  question  was  involved  in 
8  of  the  13  disputes  of  that  month.'  Simi- 
lar conditions  prevailed  during  April  and 
May,  though  it  was  not  until  June  that  the 
movement  towards  a  higher  scale  of  remu- 
neration for  labour,  as  evidenced  by  the 
extent  to  which  it  proved  a  cause  of  indus- 
trial unrest  throughout  the  country, 
gathered  full  force,  19  of  the  23  strikes 
reported  to  the  department  during  that 
month  being  for  higher  wages  alone.  The 
movement  continued  with  only  slight  dim- 
inution during  July,  and,  though  of  much 
less  general  prevalence  during  the  balance 
of  the  year,  was  still  the  cause  of  fully  50 
per  cent  of  the  labour  disturbances  of  Au- 
gust, September,  October,  November,  and 
December.  Fuller  particulars  in  this  con- 
nection will  be  given  under  the  heading 
'  Causes  of  Strikes  '  below,  the  enumeration 
of  the  strikes  of  1901  by  months  being  valu- 
able chiefly  as  a  means  of  throwing  light 
upon  the  extent  to  which  the  arrangement 
of  a  higher  wage  scale  was  a  feature  of  the 
season  of  1901. 

Causes  of  Disputes. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  given  be- 
low that  the  preponderating  influence  dur- 
ing 1901  in  the  way  of  causing  industrial 
unrest  was  the  movement  towards  a  higher 
rate  of  remuneration  for  labour  which,  as 
already  mentioned,  owing  to  the  general 
prosperity  in  all  branches  of  industry 
throughout  the  Dominion,  was  a  leading 
feature  of  the  year.  Thus  of  the  104 
strikes  reported  to  the  department,  48  were 
for  an  increase  of  wages,  10  were  against 
a  reduction  of  wages,  and  5  were  for  an  in- 
crease of  wages  coupled  with  a  demand  for 
shorter  hours.  Thirteen  strikes  arose  out 
pi  objections  on  the  part  of  work  people  to 
particular  classes  or  persons  employed, 
while  16  in  the  table  below  are  classified 
as  miscellaneous. 
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Table  showing  causes  of   Trade  Disputes 
in   Canada    in   1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  No,  5. 


Ca\ise. 

Number 

of 
Disputes. 

Number 
of  Work- 
people 
Directly 
Affected. 

Wages  and  hours — 

For  increase  of  wages 

Against  reduction  of  wages. . 
Decrease  in  hours 

48 

10 

1 

5 

19,420 

1,299 

400 

Increase   in   wages    and    de- 

458 

Total 

64 

21,577 

Against    employment    of   par- 
ticular classes  or  persons. . . . 

13 

320 

Miscellaneous 

10 

1,117 

Total 

93 

23,011 

The  above  table,  it  will  be  seen,  has  re- 
ference only  to  93  of  the  disputes  reported 
to  the  department.  In  the  returns  of 
work  people  involved  in  labour  disturbances 
only  those  directly  affected  thereby  have 
been  taken  into  consideration. 

Results  of  Disputes. 

Particulars  as  to  the  results  of  the  vari- 
ous industrial  disturbances  reported  to 
the  Department  of  Labour  during 
1901  were  obtained  in  the  case  of 
101      disputes.  Of     these     39     ended 

wholly  in  favour  of  the  employees,  40 
wholly  in  favour  of  the  employers,  and  the 
balance  of  22  strikes  in  compromises  more 
or  less  favourable  to  the  men.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  number  of  disputes  settled  by 
compromise  it  should  be  pointed  out  tha"t  as 
the  year  was  one  of  rising  wages,  when  the 
demands  of  workmen  had  largely  to  do 
with  an  increase  in  the  wages  scale,  the 
resu.il  in  the  case  of  a  strike  settled  by 
compromise,  in  many  instances,  differed 
only  in  degree  from  an  entire  success  en 
the  part  of  the  employees — a  fact  which 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  ar- 
riving at  any  decision  as  to  the  general  re- 
sults of  the  labour  disturbances  of  190.1. 


Methods  of  Settlement. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  hereunder 
that  the  great  bulk  of  the  disputes  of  1901 
were  ultimately  settled  by  negotiations  be- 
tween the  parties  immediately  concerned  or 
their  representatives,  of  the  total  of  104 
disputes  55  being  so  arranged.  Arbitration 
was  effective  in  5  instances,  and  the  me- 
diation of  the  Department  of  Labour  under 
the  Conciliation  Act  in  6,  the  other  dis- 
putes of  the  year  being  settled  either  by  a 
return  to  work  on  the  employers'  terms 
without  negotiations,  or  by  the  replacement 
of  the  work  people. 

Table  showing  Methods  of  Settlements  of 
Trade  Disputes  in  Canada  in  1901. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  No.  6. 


Method. 

N 

umber. 

Arbitration 

5 

Conciliation 

6 

Negotiations  between  parties 
Return  to  work  on  employers' 

Replacement  of  men 

Indefinite  or  unsettled 

concerned 
terms. . . . 

55 
13 

13 
12 

Total 

104 

Settlements  under  Conciliation  Act. 

An  important  feature  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  any  review  of  the  strike  situ- 
ation in  Canada  during  1901  was  the  work 
of  conciliation  carried  out  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  under  the  Conciliation  Act 
of  1900,  the  leading  object  of  which,  apart 
from  the  establishment  of  the  department 
and  the  publication  of  the  Lahour  Gazette, 
was  the  prevention  and  settlement  of  trade 
disputes  by  some  form  of  voluntary  con- 
ciliation. The  active  intervention  of  the 
department  under  the  Act  during  1901  was 
in  accordance  with  the  provision  whi2h 
allows  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  take  ac- 
tion in  appointing  a  conciliator  oi  the  ap- 
plication of  one  of  the  parties  to  a  dispute, 
no  action  being  taken  by  the  department 
during  the  year  unless  such  application 
was  received  either  from  one  of  the  par* 
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in  question  or  ir.'.in  some  responsible  in- 
dividual or  body  acting  on  its  behalf.  In 
all  such  cases  r.  conciliator  was  immedi- 
ately sent  to  interview  the  parties  to  the 
dispute  and  to  arrange  a  settlement  where 
possible.  Seven  such  instances  of  the  in- 
tervention of  the  department  are  on  record 
for  the  year,  in  all  of  which  cases  the  auth- 
ority of  the  conciliator  was  recognized  by 
both  parties  and  a  complete  willingness  ex- 
pressed by  each  of  the  parties  to  avail  itself 
of  the  good  offices  of  the  department.  In 
each  case  the  official  report  of  the  conci- 
liator to  the  Minister  of  Labour  was  duly 
published  in  the  Labour  Gazette.  They 
will  be  referred  to  here,  accordingly,  only 
in  briefest  outline. 

In  all  some  3,415  workmen  were  affected 
by  the  settlements  arranged  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour.     The  first  instance  for  the 
year  was  that  of  the  settlement  of  a  strike 
of  certain  employees  of  the  Bertram  Tool 
Works  at  Dundas,  Ont.       This  strike  re- 
lated to  the  rates  of  wages,  number  of  ap- 
prentices  and  other  matters,   and  affected 
55  workmen.     It  had  been  in  continuance 
for  three  months  when,  on  January  25,  a 
settlement    was    effected    in    terms    which 
were    not    made    public    but    which    were 
wholly  satisfactory  to   the  interested  par- 
ties.    A  strike  of  paper  mill  employees  of 
the  Laurentide  Pulp  Company  at  Grand' - 
Mere,  Que.,  affecting  some  800  men,  against 
a  reduction  in  the  rates  of  wages,  was  also 
settled  by  the  department,  and  an  agree- 
ment drawn  up  acceptable  to  the  company 
and  the  committee  of  strikers.     The  men 
returned  to  work  on  the  following  day,  after 
having  been  out  for  4  days. 

The  third  case  of  the  settlement  of  a 
trade  dispute  by  the  Department  of  Labour 
during  1901  was  that  arising  out  of  the 
differences  between  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel 
Company  and  several  hundreds  of  its  em- 
ployees in  regard  to  an  increase  in  wages, 
an  agreement  as  to  the  wage  scale,  includ- 
ing increases  to  some  of  the  employees, 
and.  as  to  the  conditions  regarding  the  pay- 
ment of  bonuses,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  board  of  arbitration  for  the  adjustment 


of  any  further  difficulties  being  arranged 
within  two  days  of  the  meeting  of  the 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour  and  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  parties  interested.  In 
this  case  the  intervention  of  the  depart- 
ment was  requested  by  the  employees  pre- 
vious to  the  declaration  of  a  strike  and  the 
settlement  effected  without  an  hour's  cessa- 
tion of  work,  whereas  similar  disputes  at 
other  Nova  Scotia  mines,  where  no  re- 
course was  had'  to  conciliation  or  arbitra- 
tion, resulted  in  more  or  less  protracted  in- 
terruptions to  industry. 

On  October  17  about  40  spinners  in  the 
mills  of  the  Montreal  Cotton  Company  at 
Valleyfield  went  out  on  strike  because  of 
the  dismissal  of  a  fellow-workman  by  the 
company.  Their  action  involved  some  90 
other  hands,  the  number  of  which  was  sub- 
sequently increased.  Several  departments 
of  the  mill  were  seriously  embarrassed,  a 
number  of  looms  being  rendered  idle  at  the 
end  of  the  week.  In  the  end  the  mills 
were  temporarily  closed  down  and  close  on 
2,500  persons  thrown  out  of  employment.  On 
the  26th,  at  the  request  of  the  men,  the 
department  intervened,  and  after  various 
negotiations  a  settlement  was  arrived  at 
satisfactory  to  all  parties  the  men  return- 
ing in  a  body  and  working  overtime  until 
the  work  in  the  weaving  and  other  depart- 
ments, which  had  been  thrown  behind  in 
consequence  of  the  strike,  was  completely 
overtaken. 

During  the  month  of  November  the  good 
offices  of  the  Department  of  Labour  were 
requested  in  the  settlement  of  a  strike  of 
miners  in  the  employment  of  the  Alexan- 
dra mines  at  South  Wellington,  B.C.,  about 
260  men  having  quit  work  on  the  25th  of 
the  month  owing  to  a  disagreement  as  to 
the  rate  which  the  men  were  being  paid 
for  stringing  timbers.  On  the  29th  an 
arrangement  was  arrived  at  and  the  men 
were  again  at  work  in  the  mines.  The 
settlement  of  this  strike  was  of  consider- 
able importance  as  it  was  alleged  to  have 
prevented  a  general  strike  at  the  other 
mines  belonging  to  the  same  company. 
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On  November  20,  the  demand  of  the 
Amalgamated  Woodworkers'  Council, 
which  comprises  six  branches  of  the  piano 
trade  in  the  city  of  Toronto,  for  an  in- 
crease in  wages  and  a  shorter  working  day, 
was  refused  by  the  employers,  and  on  the 
following  Monday  morning  about  480  men, 
in  consequence,  came  out  on  strike.  On 
the  28th  the  intervention  of  the  Minister 
of  Labour  was  requested  by  the  men,  and, 
in  response  to  a  suggestion  of  the  minister, 
a  conference  was  arranged  between  repre- 
sentatives of  each  side  to  the  dispute,  when 
a  satisfactory  settlement  was  arrived  at, 
the  strikers  returning  to  work  on  January 
2,  with  a  slight  increase  of  wages  and  re- 
duction in  the  hours  of  labour,  though 
without  obtaining  recognition  of  the  union. 

The  intervention  of  the  department  was 
also  requested  during  the  year  in  the  case 
of  the  strike,  beginning  July  11,  of  between 
900  and  1,000  miners  employed  in  several 
mines  at  Rossland,  B.C.,  for  an  advance  in 
the  wages  of  shovellers  and  underground 
labourers,  and  the  adjustment  of  other 
difficulties.  The  dispute  continued  in  pro- 
gress through  August,  September  and  Oc- 
tober, the  intervention  of  the  department 
being  requested  on  October  31.  On  the 
arrival  of  the  deputy  minister  at  Rossland, 
on  November  11,  however,  the  managements 
of  the  LeRoi  Mining  Company,  and  of  the 
War  Eagle  and  Centre  Star  Mining  Com- 
pany, both  reported  the  mines  in  full  oper- 
ation and  the  employees  satisfied  with  the 
hours  of  labour  and  wages  paid. 

Arbitration  of  Trade  Disputes. 

In  addition  to  the  above  mentioned  in- 
stances of  disputes  terminated  during  1901 
by  the  intervention  of  the  Department  of 
Labour,  a  number  of  cases  occurred  in 
which  arbitration  and  other  tribunals  were 
effective  in  bringing  about  a  settlement. 
Reference  has  already  been  made  to  the 
award  handed  out  during  January,  1901, 
by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec  in 
the  case  of  the  strike  begun  during  1900  of 
boot  and  shoe  operatives  in  Quebec.  In 
the  following  April  the  board  appointed  in 
that  city,  in  compliance  with  the  instruc- 


tions of  the  award  in  question,  successfully 
dealt  with  a  demand  on  the  part  of  work- 
men in  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  in  regard 
to  the  prices  to  be  paid  lasters  for  work  to 
be  done  on  the  new  machines,  the  com- 
plaint being  that  the  prices  under  the  new 
arrangement  did  not  correspond  with  those 
paid  when  the  same  work  was  done  by 
hand.  In  this  case  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment was  arrived  at  without  loss  of  time. 

During  the  same  month  the  long  stand- 
ing dispute  between  the  Van  Anda  Gold 
and  Copper  Mining  Company  of  Vancou- 
ver, B.C.,  and  its  employees,  with  regard  to 
the  employment  of  Japanese  in  the  mines, 
was  also  successfully  settled  by  arbitration. 

The  method  of  arbitration  was  successful 
in  settling  the  dispute  between  the  Domin- 
ion Coal  Company  and  its  employees,  with 
regard  to  wages,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Miners'  Arbitration  Act  of  Nova 
Scotia.  The  board  held  its  sittings  at 
Truro  and  rendered  its  decision  on  April 
25,  deciding  against  the  claims  of  the  em- 
ployees. 

A  strike  of  boilermakers  and  helpers  at 
Toronto,  beginning  on  May  11,  was  also 
referred  to  a  board  of  arbitration  for  set- 
tlement and  a  decision  arrived  at,  under 
the  terms  of  which  an  agreement  was  en- 
tered into  covering  a  period  of  one  year. 

A  strike  of  carpenters  for  higher  wages 
at  Halifax,  beginning  on  June  1,  was  re- 
ferred on  June  19  to  a  board  of  arbitration 
which  allowed  the  men  22  cents  per  hour 
instead  of  18  cents  as  formerly,  besides  re- 
commending the  submitting  of  future  dis- 
putes'to  arbitration  without  suspension  of 
work,  and  that  contractors  should  be  noti- 
fied of  any  demands  for  increased  wages 
before  March  1  of  the  year  for  which  the 
demand  was  to  be  presented. 

The  board  of  arbitration  in  the  boot  and 
shoe  industry  in  Quebec  city,  previously  re- 
ferred to,  was  again  successful  in  termin- 
ating a  strike  of  shoe  workers  on  June  6, 
when  the  men  went  out  on  strike  in  order 
to  force  delinquent  members  of  the  union 
to  pay  their  dues,  and  were  ordered  by  the 
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board  to  return  to  work  at  once.  The 
same  action  was  taken  in  the  case  of  a 
strike  of  the  same  class  of  workmen  in 
Quebec  on  June  28,  the  men  having  been 
out  since  June  20. 

During  July  a  strike  of  salmon  fisher- 
men on  the  Fraser  river,  B.C.,  occurred, 
following  upon  the  refusal  of  employers 
to  accede  to  the  union's  demand  for  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  per  fish  from  10  to  12J 
cents,  contingent  upon  the  condition  of  the 
English  market.  This  was  settled  by  a 
committee  of  business  men,  who  met  the 
canners  and  fishermen  and  arranged  an 
agreement  under  which  the  fishermen  ac- 
cepted 12£  cents  per  fish  for  one-quarter  of 
the  catch  and  10  cents  for  the  remainder, 
the  union  fishermen  not  to  be  discriminated 
against. 

A  threatened  strike  of  employees  of  the 
Canadian  Woollen  Mills  at  St.  Hyacinthe, 


Que.,  in  September,  following  upon  a  reduc- 
tion of  10  per  cent  in  wages,  was  averted 
by  reference  to  a  board  of  arbitrators,  the 
decision  of  which  was  for  a  reduction  in 
wages  on  a  less  extensive  scale. 

The  most  prominent  example  of  the  year 
of  the  employment  of  boards  of  arbitration 
for  the  settlement  of  labour  disputes  was 
the  recourse  to  that  method  of  settlement 
in  the  case  of  the  strike  of  trackmen  on  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Pailway.  Reference  to 
this  important  dispute  will  be  found  above. 
Taken  in  conjunction  with  the  strikes 
enumerated  under  the  present  and  preced- 
ing heading,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  me- 
thods of  conciliation  and  arbitration  were 
responsible  for  the  settlement  of  the  most 
important  trade  disputes  occurring  in 
Canada  during  1901,  whether  estimated  by 
number  of  men  involved  or  loss  in  working 
days. 


REVIEW  OF  TRADE  DISPUTES  IN  CANADA  DURING  1902. 


I^HE  most  prominent  features  in  con- 
nection with  the  record  of  trade  dis- 
putes occurring  in  Canada  during  the  year 
1902,  may  be  briefly  summarized  as  fol- 
lows : — There  were  in  all  123  new  disputes 
reported  to  the  Department  of  Labour.  In 
119  of  these  disputes  12,143  men  were  in- 
volved. With  regard  to  loss  in  working 
days,  returns  were  made  to  the  department 
in  116  cases,  the  total  being  163,125 
days.  Thus  though  there  was  a  ma- 
terial increase  over  the  previous  year 
in  the  number  of  strikes  reported  during 
the  year,  the  number  of  men  involved  was 
less  than  60  per  cent  of  the  number  in 
1901,  and  the  number  of  working  days  lost 
less  than  one-quarter.  In  point  of  fact, 
the  single  strike  of  Canadian  Pacific  Pail- 
way  trackmen  in  1901  involved  a  loss  of 
310,375  days,  or  nearly  double  what  was 
lost  in  the  entire  strike  record  of  1902.  Of 
the  disputes  of  the  year  just  passed,  four 
were  lock-outs  by  employers,  viz. :  a  lock- 
out of  cigarmakers  in  London,  Ont.,  in 
January,  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  the 


union  to  grant  the  use  of  the  union  label 
to  the  company;  a  lock-out  by  employ- 
ers of  cigarmakers  at  Berlin,  Ont.,  on  the 
presentation  in  March  of  a  new.  wage 
schedule  by  the  men ;  a  lock-out  of  painters 
in  Toronto,  Ont.,  in  the  same  month,  fol- 
lowing the  demand  of  the  union  for  an  in- 
crease of  wages  and  an  eight-hour  day;  and 
a  lock-out  of  bakers  at  Hamilton  in  May 
on  the  objection  of  the  men  to  work  on 
Sundays.  There  was,  accordingly,  one 
more  instance  of  a  lock-out  in  1902  than 
in  1901.  Reckoning  by  months,  May  with 
27  new  strikes,  April  with  20,  and  June 
with  18,  were  those  chiefly  characterized  by 
labour  disturbances;  whereas  in  1901  June 
headed  the  list,  with  July  second,  and 
March  third.  The  movement  for  a  higher 
scale  of  remuneration  was  again  the  prin-  ^ 
cipal  cause  of  labour  disturbances  during 
the  year,  no  less  than  82  disputes,  out  of 
121  with  regard  to  which  the  department  ob- 
tained information  in  this  respect,  arising 
wholly  out  of  demands  for  improved  wage 
conditions  or  shorter  hours.     As  compared 
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with  1901,  accordingly,  the  wages  ques- 
tion as  a  disturbing  element  may  be  said 
to  have  reached  its  climax  at  least  a  month 
or  six  weeks  earlier  in  the  year.  Reckon- 
ing by  trades  the  metal  trades  with  31  dis- 
putes, involving  2,299  men  and  causing  a 
loss  of  41,327  working  days,  were  those 
chiefly  affected  by  labour  disturbances  dur- 
ing 1902,  the  building  trades  with  28  dis- 
putes, involving  3,052  men,  and  a  loss  of 
34,5.49  days  standing  second,  and  the  wood- 
working trades  and  the  preparation  of  food 
and  tobacco,  with  10  each,  following  next 
in  order.  Detailed  statements  with  regard 
to  the  above  statistics  are  presented  under 
the  following  headings : — 

Magnitude  of  Trade  Disputes. 

Returns  were  made  to  the  Department 
of  Labour  as  to  the  numbers  of  men  di- 
rectly and  indirectly  involved  in  trade  dis- 
putes in  119  instances,  the  following  table 
showing  the  distribution  of  the  strikes  of 
the  year  from  this  standpoint : — 

Department  of  Labour,   Canada, 
Statistical,   Tables,    Series    E,    No.    7. 


m 


Fable  shoAving  nnmbers  involved  in  trade 
disputes  in  Canada  during  1902. 
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37 
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119 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that 
whereas  the  year  1901  had  three  strikes, 
involving  over  2,000  workmen,  and  three 
involving  over  1,000,  but  less  than  2,000, 
the  year  just  ended  reported  only  two  in 
which  1,000  men  or  over  were  concerned, 
viz. :  the  strike  of  longshoremen  and  sym- 
pathizers at  Halifax,  N.S.,  in  April,  and  of 
street  railway  employees  at  Toronto  in 
June.  Further  reference  to  the  former  of 
these  will  be  found  in  a  special  article  in 
the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette  devoted  to 
a  review  of  the  instances  of  intervention 


on  the  part  of  the  Department  of  Labour 
during  the  year  under  the  Conciliation 
Act,  1900.  The  latter  is  also  more  fully 
treated  under  a  subsequent  heading  of 
the  present  article.  From  the  standpoint 
of  working  days  lost,  the  strike  of  carpet 
factory  employees,  which  began  in  Toronto 
in  July,  and  continued  until  September, 
caused  an  approximate  loss  of  16,800  days, 
and  was,  in  this  respect,  the  most  import- 
ant of  the  year;  the  comparatively  short 
duration  of  the  street  railway  employees' 
strike  in  Toronto  in  June,  and  of  the  long- 
shoremen at  Halifax  in  April,  causing  the 
loss  of  days  to  total  in  the  first  instance 
only  3,000,  and  in  the  latter  9,600.  A 
strike  of  moulders  in  Montreal  during  May, 
for  a  minimum  wage  of  $2.50  per  day,  in- 
volved a  loss  in  working  days  estimated  at 
8,400,  and  a  strike  of  carriage  and  wagon 
workers  at  Toronto,  also  in  May,  for  an 
increase  in  wages  with  reduced  hours,  in- 
volved 22  firms,  175  men,  and  a  loss  esti- 
mated at  7,525  days. 

Disputes  by  Trades  Affected. 

The  number  of  disputes,  working  people 

involved,    and    loss    in    working    days    by 

trades  in  Canada  during  1902,  is  shown  in 

the  following  table : — 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical   Tables,    Series    E,    No.   8. 

Table     showing     industrial     disputes     by 
trades  in  Canada  during  1902. 
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Printing 

Transport 

Longshoremen    . . 

Mining 

Fishing 

Unskilled 

Miscellaneous    . . 

Total 


28 

31 

10 

1 

9 

10 
3 
3 

4 
4 
3 

1 

6 

10 

123 


3,052 

34,549 

2,299 

41,327 

765 

19,987 

300 

16.S00 

169 

988 

310 

7.S58 

85 

308 

29 
1.540 

3.1 

9.800 

2,230 

510 

30 

172 

652 


9,920 

7  SO 
1.153 


12,143         163.125 
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As  compared  with  1901,  the  most  notice- 
able falling  off  in  the  above  table  occurs 
under  the  heading  of  transport,  in  which 
branch  of  industry  only  1,540  men  were 
involved  in  labour  disputes  during  1902, 
with  a  loss  of  9,800  working  days,  whereas 
5,054  men  were  involved  in  1901,  and  the 
loss  in  days  amounted  to  310,373.  If  the 
labour  disturbances  among  longshoremen, 
however,  which  are  separated  in  the  table, 
but  may  properly  be  regarded  as  falling 
within  the  same  group  of  occupations,  be 
added  to  these  totals,  the  result  for  the  year 
will  be  8  strikes,  involving  3,770  men  and 
a  loss  of  22,480  working  days.  In  mining 
and  fishing  the  figures  of  the  year  have 
also  been  enormously  reduced,  though  the 
metal  trades,  which  in  1901  recorded  only 
23  disturbances  with  a  loss'  of  20,507  days, 
reported  31  disputes  in  1902,  with  a  loss  of 
41,327  days.  The  woodworking  trades  also 
present  an  unfavourable  showing  as  com- 
pared with  1901,  the  number  of  disputes 
having  increased  from  4  to  10,  and  the 
loss  in  working  days  from  6,751  to  19,987. 
The  tobacco  and  food  preparation  branch 
was  also  more  involved  in  labour  disputes 
than  in  1901.  The  building  trades,  how- 
ever, though  reporting  28  strikes  instead 
of  14  in  1901,  show  a  loss  of  only  34,549 
days,  as  compared  with  65,016  in  1901. 

Disputes  by  Localities  Affected. 

The  strike  record  of  the  year,  according 
to  provinces,  is  indicated  in  the  follow- 
ing table : — 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical   Tables,    Series    E,    No.   9. 

Table  showing  trade  disputes  of  1902  by 

provinces. 


Provinces. 


Number 
of 

Strikes. 


Neva  Scotia 

Prince  Edward  Island.. 

New  Brunswick 

Quebec 

Ontario 

Manitoba 

North-west  Territories. 
British  Columbia..    .. 


Total. 


12 

2 
7 

20 

65 

8 

1 

8 


123 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  observed 
that  Ontario  heads  the  list  with  65  dis- 
putes as  compared  with  53  in  1901.  In 
Nova  Scotia,  also,  the  number  of  strikes  in- 
creased from  5  to  12  during  1902 ;  in  Prince 
Edward  Island  from  0  to  2 ;  in  New  Bruns- 
wick from  3  to  7;  in  Manitoba  from  3  to 
8,  and  in  the  North-west  Territories  from 
0  to  1,  British  Columbia  and  the  province 
of  Quebec  alone  showing  reductions,  from 
10  strikes  to  8  in  the  former  and  in  the 
latter  from  29  to  20.  Of  the  principal 
cities,  Toronto  reported  24  strikes,  Hamil- 
ton 12,  Montreal  9,  and  Quebec,  Halifax 
and  Winnipeg  6  each. 

Disputes  by  Months. 

The    trade    disputes    in    Canada    during 

1902  occurred  by  months  as  follows: — • 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,   Series   E,   No.   10. 

Table  showing  trade  disputes  by  months  in 
Canada  during  1902. 


Months. 


Number 
of 

Strikes. 


January..    .. 
February  . .   . 

March , 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September. . 
October   . . 
November..    . 
December..    . 

Total 


8 

5 

12 

20 

27 

18 

7 

6 

9 

4 

7 


123 


The  above  table  shows  that  though  dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  the  year  the  record  of 
1902  compares  unfavourably  with  that  of 
the  previous  season,  the  discrepancy  is  less 
apparent  during  the  closing  months,  the 
labour  market  being  in  an  exceptionally 
quiescent  state  in  December  when  no  new 
disturbances  were  reported  to  the  depart- 
ment, as  compared  with  3  in  1901,  the  re- 
cord for  November  being  the  same  in  each 
case,  viz.,  7. 

Causes  of  Disputes. 

As    already  stated,  a  general  re-arrange- 
ment of  the  wages  scale  on  the  basis  of  a 
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higher  rate  of  remuneration  for  labour  was 
the  leading  cause  of  industrial  unrest  in 
Canada  during  1902,  54  of  the  strikes  of 
the  year  being  for  increased  wages,  7 
against  reduction  in  wages,  7  for  decreases 
in  hours,  and  14  for  an  increase  in  wages 
and  a  decrease  in  hours.  There  were  9 
sympathetic  strikes  reported  during  the 
year,  and  8  as  a  protest  against  the  em- 
ployment of  particular  persons  or  classes 
of  workmen.  There  were  5  strikes  for  a 
recognition  of  the  union  alone,  though  the 
same  question  was  a  feature  in  6  other 
strikes  of  the  year.  Under  the  heading  of 
miscellaneous,  12  strikes  have  been  group- 
ed, a  considerable  proportion  of  which  oc- 
curred against  the  dismissal  of  particular 
workmen.  The  following  table  presents 
the  complete  returns  in  relation  to  the 
above  facts  in  the  case  of  the  121  disputes 
on  which  information  was  obtained  by  the 
department : — 

Department  op  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical,  Tables,   Series   E,   No.   11. 

Table  showing  causes  of  trade  disputes  in 
Canada  during  1902. 


Causes. 


«M 

o 

w 

CD 

u 

-t-> 

0) 

3 

.a 

a 

8 

CO 

3 

Q 

A 

O  ■— i 

^  o  V, 


n 


*« 


Wages   and  hours — 
For  increase  of  wages    . . 
Against   reduction  in   wages. 

For   decrease   in   hours 

For   increase    in    wages    and 
decrease  in  hours 


Total. 


54 

7 
7 

14 


82 


6,232 
596 
465 

2,043 

9,336 


Against  employment  of  par- 
ticular persons 

Against  objectionable  condi- 
tions of  employ 

For   recognition    of   union..     .. 

Sympathetic 

Miscellaneous 


8 

5 

5 

9 

12 


229 

520 

261 

1,037 

639 


Total, 


121        12,022 


Results  of  Disputes. 

Information  as  to  the  results  of  trade 
disputes  during  1902  was  obtained  by  the 
department  in  115  instances.  The  returns 
showed  that  in  some  46  disputes  the  men 


were  entirely  successful,  entirely  failing  in 
35.  Thirty-three  (33)  disputes  of  the  year 
ended  in  compromises,  while  4  were  report- 
ed unsettled.  As  was  mentioned  in  the  re- 
view of  the  strike  situation  in  1901  in  this 
connection,  the  fact  that  demands  for  an 
increase  in  wages  entered  to  so  unprece- 
dented an  extent  into  the  trade  disputes  of 
the  period  adds  significance  to  the  number 
of  disputes  reported  as  compromised.  In 
several  instances  the  compromises  in  ques- 
tion represented  material  concessions  in 
the  wages  and  other  claims  of  the  work- 
men. 

Methods  of  Settlement. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E,  No.  12. 

Table  showing  Methods  of  Settlement  of 
Trade  Disputes  in  Canada  in  1902. 


Method. 

Number. 

Arbitration 

6 

Conciliation 

5 

Negotiations     between    parties    con- 
cerned  

73 

Replacement  of  men 

12 

Return  to  work  on  employers'  terms. 

20 
5 

121 

According  to  the  above  table,  negotia- 
tions between  the  parties  immediately  con- 
cerned were  responsible  for  the  settlement 
of  73  of  the  trade  disputes  of  1902,  20 
strikes  being  settled  by  the  return  of  the 
workmen  on  the  employers'  terms,  and  12 
by  the  replacement  of  the  men.  An  ac- 
count of  the  settlements  effected  by  the 
Department  of  Labour,  under  the  Concili- 
ation Act  of  1900,  will  be  found  on  another 
page  of  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
As  compared  with  1901  the  proportion  of 
settlements  by  negotiations  between  the 
parties  themselves  increased  slightly,  while 
there  were  6  cases  of  the  arbitration  of 
trade  disputes  as  compared  with  5  in  1900. 

Settlements  by  Arbitration  Except  Con- 
ciliation. 

As  appears  in  the  table  above,  there  were 
6  instances  of  trade  disputes  settled  by  ar- 
bitration during  1902  reported  to  the  de- 
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partment.  A  strike  of  electrical  workers 
at  Montreal,  Que.,  caused  by  the  refusal  of 
the  employers  to  grant  a  new  scale  pre- 
sented by  the  men  for  an  increase  of  pay 
and  shorter  hours,  which  began  on  April 
14  and  was  concluded  on  April  25,  was  the 
earliest  settlement  by  arbitration  reported 
during  the  year.  This  was  arrived  at 
chiefly  through  the  efforts  of  the  mayor, 
the  men  returning  to  work  under  the  old 
conditions  on  being  promised  individual 
consideration.  About  250  men  in  all  were 
concerned.  A  strike  of  woodworkers  at 
Berlin,  Ont.,  in  May,  arising  out  of  sym- 
pathy with  a  discharged  employee,  was  also 
submitted  to  arbitration,  and  decided  in 
favour  of  the  workmen,  some  48  men  being 
concerned.  Plumbers  and  tinners  at  Wind- 
sor, Ont.,  during  the  same  month  struck  for 
a  rate  of  $2.50  per  day  for  first-class  men, 
and  $2.25  for  second-class  men,  and  sub- 
mitted their  case  to  arbitration  with  the  re- 
sult that  they  received  their  demand  in  full. 
Similarly,  a  strike  of  boilermakers  and 
shipbuilders'  helpers  in  Toronto,  Ont.,  by 
which  three  establishments  and  160  men 
were  affected,  began  on  June  2  and  was 
terminated  on  the  14th  of  that  month,  the 
men  returning  to  work  under  an  agreement 
to  arbitrate  their  demands. 

A  more  important  instance  of  the  em- 
ployment of  arbitration  in  the  settle- 
ment of  a  labour  dispute  during  1902, 
was  in  the  case  of  electrical  workers  in  the 
employment  of  the  Cataract  Power  Com- 
pany of  Hamilton,  Ont.,  which,  on  two  oc- 
casions, led  to  a  strike  of  some  50  employ- 
ees. The  earlier  disturbance  occurred  in 
June,  when  the  employees  struck  for  an 
all-round  average  increase  of  40  per  cent 
in  wages  with  a  reduction  in  working  time. 
After  being  out  for  two  weeks  it  was  agreed 
that  the  subject  should  be  left  to  arbitra- 
tion, each  side  appointing  one  arbitrator, 
the  two  so  chosen  to  appoint  a  third,  the 
men  returning  to  work  pending  the  consti- 
tution of  the  board  and  its  award.  After 
two  weeks'  negotiations,  however,  the  arbi- 


trators appointed  by  the  men  and  the  com- 
pany were  unable  to  agree  on  a  third  party 
and  resigned.  The  men,  thereupon  struck 
again  on  August  8  and  remained  out  until 
the  29th  of  the  month,  when  a  board  was 
constituted  and  the  taking  of  evidence  be- 
gun almost  immediately.  The  award  hand- 
ed out  on  September  30  gave  increases  to 
some  of  the  men,  but  made  no  changes  in 
working  hours.* 

One  of  the  most  important  disputes  of 
the  year  to  be  settled  by  voluntary  con- 
ciliation was  the  strike  of  the  street  railway 
employees  at  Toronto,  who  to  the  number 
of  1,000  struck  on  June  21  for  an  increase 
in  wages,  recognition  of  the  union,  and 
other  minor  demands.  After  three  days 
of  industrial  war,  during  which  time  the 
operation  of  the  company's  lines  in  the  city 
was  practically  suspended,  and  the  disturb- 
ance assumed  such  proportions  as  to  war- 
rant, in  the  opinion  of  the  civic  authorities, 
the  calling  out  of  several  companies  of 
militia,  the  strike  was  concluded  through 
the  mediation  of  a  voluntary  committee  of 
prominent  business  men,  the  company  con- 
ceding the  18-cent  and  20-cent  scale  asked 
for,  in  the  event  of  such  scale  being  re- 
garded by  the  employees  as  preferable  to 
the  one  previously  offered  by  the  company. 
The  right  of  the  employees  to  organize 
under  any  form  of  constitution,  and  the 
right  of  any  employee  having  any  griev- 
ance to  appeal  in  person  to  the  general 
manager,  bringing  with  him  such  of  his 
fellow-employees  as  might  have  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  involved,  were  also  ac- 
knowledged, and  it  was  agreed  that  the 
cars  would  be  cleaned  in  the  morning  for 
the  motormen  and  conductors,  and  a  Sun- 
day increase  granted.f 


*A  special  article  on  the  subject  of  this  award 
was  published  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  October, 
1902,  page  260. 

fA  separate  article  giving  full  particulars  as 
to  the  origin,  progress  and  termination  of  this 
important  industrial  disturbance  was  published 
in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  July,  1902,  page  35. 
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SETTLEMENT   OF  INDUSTRIAL   DISPUTES  IN   CANADA,   UNDER   THE 
CONCILIATION  ACT,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1902. 

DURING  the  past  year  the  Department  of  the  union  and  to  grant  conditions  of 
of  Labour  has  been  called  upon,  on  schedule  submitted,  and  refusal  of  em- 
seven  different  occasions,  to  lend  its  friend-  ployers  to  change  methods  of  wage  pay- 
ly  offices,  under  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900,  ment  requested  by  the  union.  Including 
in  bringing  about  a  termination  of  indus-  the  last  demand  among  cases  of  dispute 
trial  disputes  between  employers  and  em-  which  had  to  do  directly  with  wages,  there 
ployees.*  were   in   all   three   disputes   in   which  the 

Cases  of  Intervention.  wages  ^estion  was  the  main  issue.     One 

dispute  was  concerning  a  reduction  of  the 
The  requests  for  intervention  were  re-  hours  of  labour  and  the  abolition  of  cer- 
ceived  from  the  provinces  of  Ontario,  tain  conditions  which  had  been  inserted  in 
Nova  Scotia,  Quebec  and  Manitoba.  With  tne  hiring  contracts.  The  dispute  of  the 
the  exception  of  the  strike  of  longshore-  longshoremen  at  Halifax,  which  was  main- 
men  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  which  involved  ]y  jn  regard  to  the  question  of  wages,  had 
about  1,200  men,  and  which  was  the  most  aiso  to  do  with  a  variety  of  other  condi- 
important  strike  in  Canada  during  the  tions  governing  employment, 
year,  and  the  strike  of  mill  hands  at  the 

saw  mills  of  the  Tourville  Lumber  Com-  Settlements  Effected, 
pany,  Louiseville,  Que.,  which  involved  As  already  mentioned,  the  most  import- 
about  230  employees,  the  numbers  affect-  ant  gtrike  of  the  year  wag  ^  of  ^  loQg. 
ed  by  the  other  strikes,  in  which  the  inter-  shoremen  and  other  wharf  employees  which 
vention  of  the  department  was  requested,  Commenced  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  on  April  2, 
were  comparatively  small.  Altogether  the  and  in  which^  M  already  mentioned>  con. 
numbers  immediately  affected  amounted  to  ditiong  governing  employment  were  the 
over  1,500  employees.  Of  the  industries  ^^  oTje^ToTthe  dispute*  The'depart- 
affected  two  strikes  concerned  furniture  ment  was  appealed  to  on  the  8th  of  the 
manufactories;  one,  stove-mounting;  one,  month^  and  on  ^  nthj  ag  a  regult  of  its 
lumber  saw  mills;  one,  wharf  builders;  one,  intervention,  an  agreement  covering  all  of 
railway  employees,  and  one,  dock  labour-  ^  points  in  dispute,  including  an  increase 
ers-  in  the  rates  of  wages  and  provision  for  the 
Causes  of  Disputes.  prevention  of  further  strikes  or  lock-outs, 

In  analysing  the  causes  of  disputes  it  was  si^d  h*  bo^  Parties.  A  strike  of 
would  appear  that  four  disputes  had  to  do  employees  of  a  furniture  factory  in  Berlin 
directly  with  demands  made  by  the  local  0nt"  which  commenced  on  March  13,  led 
union  to  which  the  employees  in  question  to  the  intervention  of  the  department  at 
belonged.  Of  these  demands  two  had  to  do  the  re(*uest  of  the  company.  This  request 
in  part  directly  with  the  subject  of  recog-  was  received  on  March  17>  and  br  the  f™ 
nition.  More  particularly  the  demands  of  a  settlement  was  effected  whereby  all  of 
four  were,  respectively,  refusal  of  employ-  the  employees  on  strike  returned  to  work, 
ers  to  promote  two  apprentices  to  the  rank  The  terms  of  the  agreement  were  not 
of  journeymen  and  recognize  them  as  mem-  made  Public.  About  40  men  were  affected 
bers  of  the  union,  refusal  of  employers  to  b^  thls  strlke-  On  June  2,  the  intervention 
dismiss  men  objectionable  to  the  union,  of  the  department  was  requested  to  adjust 
refusal  of  employers  to  receive  a  committee  tne  difficulty  between  certain  wharf  build- 
ers  in  the  employ  of  a  contractor  who  was 

*A    detailed    account    of    settlements    effected 

during  the  year  will  be  found  in  the  numbers  of  a 

the  Lalour  Gazette  published  in  the  month  im-  *A  full  account  of  this  strike  and  settlement 

mediately  following  the  month  on  which  the  in-  will  be  found  in  the  May,  1902    number  of  tne 

tervention  of  the  department  was  requested.  Gazette,  Vol.  II.,  No.  II,  page  667. 
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engaged  on  work  for  the  Department  of 
Public  Works  of  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment. Investigation  by  the  conciliator 
showed  that  the  strike  was  largely  the  re- 
sult of  misunderstandings,  and  after  these 
were  satisfactorily  explained  away  the  em- 
ployees returned  to  work  on  the  day  after 
the  intervention  of  the  department  was  re- 
quested. Some  30  employees  were  affected 
by  this  settlement.  In  one  case,  that  of 
the  employees  of  the  Tourville  Lumber 
Company,  at  Louiseville,  Que.,  where  a 
strike  had  commenced  on  June  16,  and 
where  the  intervention  of  the  department 
took  place  on  the  21st  and  22nd,  the  com- 
pany agreed  to  certain  conditions  which 
were  submitted  by  the  conciliator  to  the 
strikers.  They  refused  to  accept  these 
terms  at  the  time,  but  four  days  later  ac- 
cepted them  and  returned  to  work.  Two 
hundred  and  thirty  employees  were  invol- 
ved in  this  strike.  In  the  case  of  three 
small  strikes,  one  at  Toronto  involving  22 
men,  another  at  Winnipeg  involving  36, 
and  the  third  at  Berlin,  Ont.,  involving 
60  men,  the  companies  claimed  to  be 
unaffected,  having  either  decided  to  con- 
tinue their  work  with  reduced  staffs  or 
having  been  able  to  fill  the  positions  of 
a  number  of  the  strikers  before  the  inter- 
vention of  the  department  had  been  re- 
quested. In  the  case  of  the  strike  at  Ber- 
lin, Ont.,  in  which  more  men  were  invol- 
ved than  in  either  of  the  other  two,  the 
request  for  the  intervention  of  the  depart- 
ment was  not  made  until  the  month  of 
October,    although    the   strike    itself   took 


place  during  the  month  of  August.  Cor- 
respondence with  the  company,  prelimin- 
ary to  commencing  settlement  negotiations, 
disclosed  the  fact  that,  so  far  as  the  com- 
pany itself  was  concerned,  there  was  no 
need  nor  desire  for  intervention.  As  a 
consequence  the  active  intervention  of  the 
department,  by  sending  a  conciliator  to  the 
locality  in  question,  was  not  deemed  neces- 
sary. 

Reviewing  the  situation  as  a  whole  it 
would  appear  that  in  three  cases  the  inter- 
vention of  the  department  was  unneces- 
sary, the  employers  having  already  arrived 
at  a  position  in  the  matter  of  their  respect- 
ive businesses  where  they  were  able  to  con- 
tinue to  their  own  satisfaction  without 
seeking  negotiations  for  any  settlement.  In 
one  case  the  employees  would  appear  to 
have  been  in  the  wrong,  and  not  to  have 
gained  their  demand.  In  another,  both 
parties  seem  to  have  been  at  variance  in 
consequence  of  a  misunderstanding,  the 
clearing  away  of  which  affected  both  alike. 
In  the  two  remaining  cases  the  employees 
appear  to  have  gained,  in  part,  concessions 
which  had  been  demanded  at  the  outset, 
though  the  settlements  in  the  latter  cases 
were  less  in  the  nature  of  compromises 
than  of  concessions  to  the  demands  made. 

The  statistical  table  on  page  547  shows 
the  number  and  nature  of  disputes  in 
regard  to  which  the  intervention  of  the 
department  was  sought  during  the  year 
1902,  together  with  the  results  of  the  settle- 
ment effected  in  each  case. 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA  DURING  1902. 

THE  following  statement  with  regard  to  ment  has  made  every  effort  to  secure  com 
the  main  tendencies  noted  during  1902 
in  the  labour  organization  movement  in 
Canada  is  based  upon  returns  made  to  the 
department  from  month  to  month  through- 
out the  year  by  its  correspondents  and 
others.  The  accompanying  table,  accord- 
ingly, is  a  compilation  and  rearrangement 


plete  and  accurate  information  as  to  the 
formation  of  new  labour  organizations  dur- 
ing the  year,  and  although  isolated  in- 
stances may  have  occurred  of  unions  in 
particular  crafts  and  localities  not  having 
been  reported,  the  information  presented 
herewith  may  be  regarded  as  exhibiting  the 


of   the   reports   published   in    the    several     most  prominent  and  important  features  ol 
issues  of  the  Labour  Gazette.     The  depart-     the  movement  during  the  year  just  past. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  F,  No.  1. 

TABLE  OF  LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS  REPORTED  TO  THE  DEPARTMENT 

OF  LABOUR  DURING  1902. 


Trades. 

eg 

•  *— i 

+3 

o 

o 

Xfl 

sS 
> 

c 

Prince    Edward 
Island. 

New  Brunswick. 

Quebec. 

a 

O 

O 
+3 
•  »-* 

North-west  Ter- 
ritories. 

British     Colum- 
bia. 

Yukon. 

Total. 

Building  Trades — 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
4 
1 
2 
5 

1 
1 

1 

■ 

1 

1 
1 

1 
"l 

l' 

i 

2 
8 

Lathers  and  plasterers 



i 

2 

2 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamtitters. . 

Painters  and  decorators 

Stonecutters. ...                       ... 

3 

rr 
I 

1 

Builders'  labourers 

Building  trades  councils 

6 
1 



Total 

4 

. . 

3 

1 

15 

1 

4 

2 

30 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 
Trades — 
Machinists 

5 

. .   . . 

1 

...... 

1 

2 

2 

Sheet  metal  workers 



1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 



2 
2 
1 

1 

Iron  and  steel  workers 

1 

1 

Boilermakers'  helpers 

.   . . 

i 

2 
1 
1 

..... 

2 

1 
3 

Electrical  workers  

1 

i' 
l 

5 

Mechanical  engineers .      

1 

Jewellrv  workers 





1 

Blacksmiths 

1 

Horseshoers 

2 

Total 

2 



2 

2 

12 

6 

1 

25 

Woodworking  and  Furnishing  Tradcs- 

Shingle  sawyers   

Ship  carpenters 

1 

1 
1 

2 


"2 
1 

.... 

1 

3 
1 
1 

1 





2 

Picture  frame  workers 

] 

• 

1 

Total 

2 

5 

1 

9 

Printing  and  Allied  Trades — 

Printers 

Bookbinders  .    

1 

3 
3 

1 

. . .  . 

4 
3 

Allied  printing  trades  councils 

1 

Total 

1 

7 

1 



8 

Clothing  Trades — 

Journeymen  tailors 

1 

1 

8 
1 

1 

9 

Garment  workers 

2 

Clothes  pressers 

1 

1 

1  ! 

1   ' 

*-  1 

I 

Suspender  and  neckwear  workers 

.... 

1 

Shoe  workers 

1 

Total 

2 

12 

1 

15 
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TABLE  OF  LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS,  1902— Concluded. 


Trades. 

el 

•r-t 

o 
o 

Xfl 

> 

O 

Prince    Edward 
Island. 

o 

•  rH 

OS 

a 

u 

Quebec. 

6 

a 

o 

c3 

■  rH 

s 

3 

North-west  Ter- 
ritories. 

British    Colum- 
bia. 

Yukon. 

Total. 

Food  and  Tobacco  Preparation — 

l 
l 

2 

1 

Meat  cutters 



1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

5 
1 

1 

6 

Cigarmakers'  blue  label  league. . 



1 

1 

1 

Total .                

2 

10 

.  .  . 



2 

2 

16 

Leather  Trades — 

Leather  workers 

2 

1 

3 

Transport — 

Locomotive  firemen  . 

1 



1 

Stationary  firemen 

1 

Street  railway  employees 

Cabmen 

.... 

1 

2 
3 
1 
1 

2 



1 

•   •  t   •   • 

o 
1 

Milk  drivers 

1 

freight  handlers.. 

1 

1 

Longshoremen 

Railway  employees 

.  .     .  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

Railway  clerks           

...    . 

1 

1 

Total .                        



1 

2 

2 

8 

3 

16 

Miscellaneous — 

Fishermen 

1 
3 

*   •   ■  • 

1 
3 

Actors 

1 

1 

1 

Retail  clerks 

4 
1 
1 
3 
2 
4 
1 

.... 

1 



...    . 
1 

6 

Stenographers 

1 

Hotel  and  restaurant  employees . 
Theatre  employees , 

1 





3 

3 

Bartenders. 



2 



.... 

■    ■  •  - 

4 

Laundry  workers 

1 

Bootblacks ....                   .    

.... 

1 
2 

1 

Paper  makers  .  .                   ....... 

1 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
J 

3 

Brick  workers . , 

1 

Musicians 

• 

.  • 

•  ••••• 

1 

*••••• 

1 
1 
3 

Piano  and  organ  tuners . 

1 

— 

.    .    . 

1 

Stained  glass  workers. 

1 

Agricultural  employees 

Gardeners  and  florists 

...      . 

..... 





•  •   •   •   * 

1 
1 

Labourers.                 .               .    . 

1 





3 

Women's  union  label  league. 

1 

2 

•    •   •    •   • 

2 
1 

Protective  and  benevolent  union 

2 

"  i 

1 

5 

1 

Provincial  workmen's  association 
Federal  labour  unions 

8 
3 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

i 
l 

2 

1 
11 

Firemen . 

6 

1 

Total 

4 

1 

i 

41 

O 

41 

10 

4 

68 

Grand  total .    - 

10 

2 

9 

17 

112 

l 

3 

27 

9 

190 

January,  1903 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


551 


Organizations  by  Localities.  tively  of  fishermen,  hotel  and  restaurant 

employees,  theatre  employees,  papermakers, 
There  were  in  all  190  labour  organiza-  musicians  and  unskilled  labourers,  are  wor- 
tions  reported  to  the  department  as  having  thy  of  speciai  note.  In  tne  building  trades, 
been  formed  during  1902.  Of  these  112,  carpenters  headed  the  list  with  8  new 
or  very  nearly  60  per  cent,  were  reported  unionS)  painters  and  decorators  coming  sec- 
from  the  province  of  Ontario  alone,  Bri-  ondl  with  7j  and  builders'  labourers  third 
tish  Columbia,  with  less  than  one-quarter  with  6  In  the  metal  trades,  there  were 
of  that  number,  coming  second  with  27,  and  five  new  unions  formed  of  electrical  work- 
Quebec  third  with  17.  Of  the  remaining  eTS)  three  each  of  sheet  metal  workers  and 
provinces,  Nova  Scotia  reported  10,  New  saw-makers,  and  two  each  of  machinists, 
Brunswick  and  the  Yukon  Territory  9  boilermakers'  helpers  and  horseshoers.  Un- 
each,  the  North-west  3,  Prince  Edward  der  the  woodworking  trades,  woodwork- 
Island  2,  and  Manitoba  1.  As  was  to  be  ing  machinists  reported  three  and  piano 
expected,  the  larger  industrial  centres  were  workers  two  new  unions.  In  the  printing 
the  scene  of  chief  activity  in  labour  organ-  trades,  printers  with  four  and  bookbinders 
ization,  no  less  than  21  new  unions  having  wjtn  tbree  new  unions,  made  up  seven  of 
been  reported  from  Toronto  alone,  Vic-  the  eight  new  unions  reported  in  the  en- 
toria,  B.C.,  standing  second  in  the  list  of  tjre  branch,  while  eleven  of  the  fifteen 
cities  with  12,  and  Montreal,  Que.,  and  new  uni0ns  reported  in  the  clothing 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  third  with  10  each.  trades  were  made  up  by  nine  new  unions 
Other  centres  in  Canada  in  which  labour  of  tailors  and  two  of  garment  work- 
organization  was  particularly  active  during  ers>  Tjnder  the  heading  of  food  and  to- 
the  year  were  St.  Catharines,  Ont.,  with  9  bacco  preparation,  brewery  workers  report- 
new  unions;  Dawson,  Yukon,  with  9;  ed  six  and  bakers  five  new  unions.  Teams- 
Guelph,  Ont.,  with  8 ;  Windsor,  Ont.,  with  ters  reported  five  and  street  railway  em- 
7;  Hamilton,  Ont.,  with  6;  and  St.  John,  pioyees  and  longshoremen  two  each  of  the 
N.B.,  Halifax,  N.S.,  and  London,  Ont.,  sixteen  unions  reported  as  formed  during 
with  5  each.  19q2  under  the  heading  of  transport. 


Organization  by  Crafts. 

From  the  accompanying  table  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  building  trades,  with  thirty 
new  organizations,  were  the  most  active  in 
organizing  unions  in  Canada  during  the 
year,  the  metal  trades  following  with  25 
new  unions,  and  transport  and  food  and 
tobacco  preparation  coming  third,  with 
sixteen  each.  The  clothing  trades  report- 
ed fifteen  new  unions;  the  woodworking 
trades,  9 ;  the  printing  trades,  8,  and  the  lea- 
ther trades,  3,  the  remaining  68  new  unions 
reported  to  the  department  being  classified 
under  the  heading  of  miscellaneous. 
Among  the  last  mentioned,  however,  the 
formation  of  11  Federal  Labour  Unions,  of 
six  Trades  and  Labour  Councils,  of  six 
unions  of  retail  clerks,  of  four  barbers' 
unions,  and  of    three  new  unions    respec- 


Begarding  the  labour  organization  move- 
ment of  1902  by  trades  and  localities  in 
conjunction,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the 
building,  metal  and  transportation  trades, 
the  province  of  Ontario  furnished  in  each 
instance  about  50  per  cent  of  the  entire 
new  unions  of  the  year.  In  the  woodwork- 
ing and  leather  trades,  80  per  cent  of  the 
new  unions  of  1902  were  formed  in  On- 
tario, and  in  the  printing  trades  87  per 
cent.  British  Columbia,  relative  to  the 
total  number  of  new  unions,  showed  most 
activity  in  the  metal  trades,  contributing 
about  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  total  in 
those  crafts,  and  in  the  building  trades 
thirteen  per  cent.  A  feature  of  labour  or- 
ganization in  the  province  of  Quebec  dur- 
ing the  year  may  be  said  to  be  the  even  dis- 
tribution of  its  activity  among  the  several 
departments  of  industry. 
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Organization  by  Months. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  unions  reported  to  the  department  dur- 
ing each  month  of  1902: — 


Month. 


No.  of 
Unions. 


Ontario — Con. 

Toronto — Cloth  cap  workers. 
"  Firemen. 

Piano   workers    (two   branches 
organized) . 

British  Columbia: 

Vancouver — Railway  employees. 


.1  anuary . . . 
February  . 
March    . . . 

April  

May 

June .    . .    . 

July 

August  . . . 
September. 
October  . . 
November. 
December  . 


Total 


16 
17 
13 
20 
14 
27 
14 
14 
7 
16 
19 
13 
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From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
months  of  June  and  April  were  the  most 
active  in  labour  organization  in  Canada, 
November  following  with  19,  February 
with  17,  and  January  and  October  with  16 
each.  The  number  sank  to  its  lowest  in 
November  with  7,  March  and  December 
with  13  each  being  the  second  from  the  last. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES  RE- 
SOLUTION BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, DECEMBER,  1902. 

During  the  month  of  December  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned, all  of  which  were  given  subject  to 
the  regulations  for  the  suppression  of  the 
sweating  system  and  securing  payment  to 
the  working  men  and  working  women  of 
fair  wages,  and  the  performance  of  the 
work  under  proper  sanitary  conditions : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


UNIONS    FORMED    DURING    THE 
MONTH  OF  DECEMBER,  1902. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notices  of  the  following  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
December : — 

Nova  Scotia: 

Truro — Carpenters. 


u 


Painters. 


New  Brunswick: 

Woodstock — Iron  moulders. 

Quebec: 

Sherbrooke — Papermakers. 

Ontario : 

Chatham — Bartenders. 

Painters  and  decorators. 
London — Teamsters. 
O  tta  wa — Cabmen. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals I  $    272  92 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  and  type 32  50 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . . .  430  74 

Supplying  and  repairing  post  office  scales .  159  93 

Supplying  mail    bags 1,749  50 

Repairing  mail  bags.   943  55 

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  suppbying  mail 
bag  fittings 102  20 

Repairing  street  letter  boxes  and  supply- 
ing and  repairing  mail  clerks'  tin  boxes.  68  75 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing  postal  stores 13  56 

Making    up    and    supplying    articles    of 

official  uniforms 108  75 


THE  SUPERANNUATION  AND  PEN- 
SION FUND  OF  THE  CANADIAN 
PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

The  publication  on  December  10  of  the 
details  of  the  plan  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  for  the  superannuation 
and  pensioning  of  its  officers  and  perman- 
ent employees,  who  after  years  of  faithful 
service  have  reached  an  age  when  they  are 
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unequal  to  the  further  performance  of  their 
duties,  constitutes  an  event  of  great  inter- 
est, not  only  to  the  workmen  directly  af- 
fected^  although  as  the  C.P.R  Co.  is  the 
largest  employer  of  labour  in  the  Domi- 
nion, these  are  both  numerically  and  other- 
wise very  important,  but  to  the  whole  la- 
bour community  of  Canada  as  well,  the 
principle  being  one  which  has  as  yet  re- 
ceived only  limited  development  in  this 
country.  The  following  brief  account  in- 
cludes the  main  features  of  the  plan  under 
which  the  fund  is  to  be  administered. 

The  system,  as  pointed  out  in  the  circu- 
lar issued  by  the  president,  calls  for  no 
contributions  from  the  employees  them- 
selves, the  company  hoping,  in  the  words 
of  the  president,  '  by  thus  voluntarily  es- 
tablishing a  system  under  which  a  con- 
tinued income  will  be  assured  to  those  who 
after  years  of  continuous  service  are  by 
age  or  infirmity  no  longer  fitted  to  perform 
their  duties  and  without  which  they  might 
be  left  entirely  without  means  of  support, 
to  build  up  amongst  them  a  feeling  of  per- 
manency in  their  employment,  an  enlarged 
interest  in  the  company's  welfare,  and  a 
desire  to  remain  in  and  to  devote  their  best 
efforts  and  attention  to  the  company's  ser- 
vice.' 

Rules  and  Regulations. 

For  the  carrying  out  of  the  plan  a  spe- 
cial department  known  as  the  Pension  De- 
partment has  been  established,  to  be  op- 
erated by  a  committee  composed  of  the 
president,  vice-presidents  and  the  chief 
solicitor  of  the  company,  their  delibera- 
tions being  subjected  to  the  approval  of 
the  board.  The  rules  and  regulations  gov- 
erning the  department,  the  eligibility  of 
employees,  the  amount  of  allowances,  &c, 
are  to  be  wholly  in  the  power  of  the  com- 
mittee as  thus  defined.  The  committee  is 
to  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month, 
and  its  proceedings  are  strictly  governed 
by  a  system  of  seven  by-laws  recommended 
for  its  adoption. 

Application  to  the  Fund. 

Only  those  persons  who  have  given  their 
entire  time  to  the  company,  or  to  the  com- 


pany and  some  other  railway  company  or 
companies  jointly,  are  to  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  the  pension  fund,  the  allow- 
ance to  be  paid  by  the  C.P.R.  in  case  of 
joint  employment,  to  be  estimated  upon 
the  proportion  of  salary  or  wages  received 
during  the  beneficiary's  term  of  service 
from  that  company.  All  officers  and  em- 
ployees who  have  attained  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  years  are  to  be  retired,  those  who  have 
been  ten  years  or  longer  in  the  service  being 
pensioned.  The  committee,  however,  may 
retain  employees  of  sixty-five  years  of  age 
if  in  its  opinion  it  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
company  to  do  so.  Officers  and  employees 
between  the  age  of  sixty  and  sixty-five  may 
also,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  be 
retired  with  a  pension,  and  considerable 
latitude  is  allowed  the  committee  in  this 
respect.  The  regulations  pre  very  com- 
plete with  regard  to  notices  of  retirement, 
computation  of  length  of  service,  &c. 

Basis  of  Pension  Allowance. 

The  pension  allowance  authorized  is 
granted  upon  the  following  basis :  For  each 
year  of  service  an  allowance  is  made  of 
one  per  cent  of  the  average  monthly  pay 
received  for  the  ten  years  preceding  retire- 
ment. For  instance,  if  an  employee  has 
been  in  the  service  of  the  company  for  forty 
years,  and  received  on  an  average  for  the 
last  ten  years  $50  per  month,  the  pension 
allowance  would  be  forty  per  cent  of  fifty 
dollars,  or  twenty  dollars  per  month.  The 
allowances  are  to  be  paid  monthly,  the 
company  reserving  the  right  to  cancel  any 
pension  for  gross  misconduct.  No  assign- 
ment of  pension  will  be  permitted  or  re- 
cognized. The  acceptance  of  a  pension  al- 
lowance does  not  debar  a  retired  employee 
from  engaging  in  other  business,  but  such 
employee  cannot  so  engage  in  other  busi- 
ness nor  re-enter  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany without  forfeiting  his  allowance,  ex- 
cept with  the  consent  of  the  committee. 
As  the  system  is  entirely  voluntary  on  the 
part  of  the  company,  and  as  the  employees 
are  not  in  any  way  contributors  to  it,  its 
inauguration  and  operation  gives  no  em- 
ployee a  legal  right  to  be  retained  in  the 
company's  service  or  a  legal  claim  to  any 
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allowance.  '  While  it  is  the  policy  of  the 
company  to  encourage  its  employees  to  re- 
main with  it  and  by  faithful  service  to 
•am  a  pension,  the  company  expressly  re- 
serves the  right  and  privileges  to  discharge 
at  any  time  an  officer,  agent  or  employee 
when  the  interests  of  the  company,  in  its 
judgment,  may  so  require,  without  liability 
for  any  claim  for  pension  or  other  allow- 


ance than  the  salary  or  wages  due  and  un- 
paid.' 

The  scheme  goes  into  effect  on  January 
1,  1903,  and  the  rules  and  regulations  gov- 
erning it  may  be  altered  or  repealed  from 
time  to  time  as  the  committee,  subject  te 
the  approval  of  the  board,  may  determine. 


THE  COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  NOVEMBER. 


THE   abnormal  conditions   of  the  fuel 
market   in   Canada   created    by  the 
strike    of    coal    miners    in    the    anthra- 
•ite     regions     of     Pennsylvania     contin- 
ued,    with     a     greater     or     less     degree 
©f    intensity,  during    the    month    of    De- 
cember.    The  present  article  is  the  third 
prepared  in  relation  to  this  subject  by  the 
Department  of  Labour.     Of  these  the  first 
appeared   in   the   November   issue   of   the 
Gazette,  and  was   devoted  to   as   compre- 
hensive a  review  as  was  possible  of  the 
general   situation   in   the  fuel   market   of 
Canada  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the  strike. 
A  subsequent  article,  published  in  the  De- 
cember Gazette,  dealt  with  the  leading  de- 
velopments    reported    during    November. 
The  present  review  brings  the  departmental 
report  upon  the  subject  to  the  end  of  the 
year.     As  in  the  case  of  the  statement  for 
the  month  of  November,  the  correspondents 
of  the  Labour   Gazette  have  supplied  the 
bulk  of  the  information  presented,  the  lo- 
cal press  of  the  Dominion  being  also  care- 
fully  utilized.     The   article    follows    the 
same  topical  method  as  was  adopted  in  the 
previous  review,   having  special  reference 
to  the  following  particular  points :  (1)  the 
quantity  of  coal  and  other  fuel  received 
in  the  several  localities  referred  to  during 
December;    (2)    the  general  movement  of 
fuel  prices  during  the  month;  (3)  the  ex- 
tent   to    which    the   fuel    stringency    may 
have  been  caused  or  aggravated  by  lack  of 
transportation  facilities;  (4)  action  on  the 
part  of  municipalities;   and   (5)   the  out- 
look as  to  the  supply  of  fuel  for  the  com- 
ing winter  at  the  close  of  the  month. 

General  Statement. 

While  it  is  exceedingly  difficult,  owing 
to  the  extreme  variations  in  conditions  re- 


ported from  different  points  in  the  Domin- 
ion, to  arrive  at  any  definite  general  state- 
ment on  the  subject,  the  past  month,  never- 
theless, presented  certain  characteristics 
which  may  be  said  to  have  been,  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  universal  in  their  application. 
The  cold  weather  which  came  on  rather 
suddenly  during  the  opening  week  of  the 
month  caused,  especially  in  the  provinces 
of  Manitoba,  Ontario  and  Quebec,  an  un- 
doubted and  very  widespread  accentuation 
of  the  feeling  of  alarm  owing  to  the  lack 
of  fuel,  actual  suffering  being  reported  in 
a  number  of  instances,  especially  in  the 
larger  cities.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
month,  however,  conditions  were  somewhat 
alleviated,  and  the  month,  apart  from 
the  period  referred  to,  showed  on  the  whole 
only  slight  and  local  changes  from  Novem- 
ber. The  close  of  the  navigation  season 
deprived  certain  sections  of  the  country  of 
their  natural  means  of  supply,  and,  as  in 
November,  the  towns  depending  wholly 
upon  railway  transportation,  as  in  Western 
Ontario  and  Manitoba,  were  those  chiefly 
inconvenienced  by  the  coal  famine.  Prices 
on  the  whole  have  shown  a  tendency  to  ad- 
vance over  those  of  the  previous  month, 
material  increases  being  reported  from  sev- 
eral quarters.  The  transportation  situa- 
tion, however,  was  noticeably  easier  than  in 
November,  and  the  sleighing,  which  has 
been  good  in  many  sections  of  the  country, 
has  assisted  very  materially  in  adding  to 
the  supply  of  wood  fuel.  In  the  maritime 
provinces,  changes  from  the  general  situa- 
tion from  last  month  are  perhaps  least 
marked.  British  Columbia,  as  before,  re- 
mains practically  unaffected,  though  the 
embarrassment  of  a  smelter  at  Northport, 
Wash.,  U.S.,  where  certain  Kossland  ores 
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are  treated,  the  plant  in  question  being  Sherbrooke,  but  the  supply  of  soft  coal 
able  to  operate  only  three  furnaces  out  of  its  was  sufficient  to  meet  the  demand.  Wood 
battery  of  six  for  lack  of  Pennsylvania  an-  prices  and  supply  on  account  of  the-  good 
thracite,  temporarily  affected  employment  snow  roads  have  been  easier.  No  coal  has 
and  production  in  the  Kossland  camps,  been  received  in  Three  Eivers  during  the 
With  regard  to  the  outlook  it  is  generally  month,  and  all  stocks  have  been  sold  and 
expected  that  coal  in  small  lots  will  be  delivered.  Wood,  however,  is  plentiful, 
obtainable  from  dealers  throughout  the  and  is  selling  at  lower  prices  than  last 
winter.  The  following  is  a  detailed  state-  year.  About  100  tons  of  anthracite  and 
ment  of  the  main  items  of  information  ob-  400  tons  of  bituminous  coal  was  received 
tained  by  the  department  during  the  at  St.  Hyacinthe.  In  the  case  of  Mont- 
month,  arranged  under  the  headings  re-  real,  no  accurate  estimate  was  obtainable 
f erred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  by   the   department,   though   the     lose    of 

navigation  very  seriously  affected  the  situ- 

Coal  Supply  Received  During  December.  ation>  and  the  famine  for  a  few  days  dm._ 

Maritime  Provinces. — Bituminous  coal  infif  the  month  was  felt  perhaps  more  ser- 
received  at  Halifax  during  December  was  iously  than  at  any  other  point.  Two  ear- 
in  excess  of  the  demand,  and  4,000  tons  loads  of  coal,  soft  and  hard,  were  received 
were  shipped  to  the  United  States.  In  the  in  Hull,  and  about  two  hundred  cords  of 
case  of  anthracite,  however,  dealers  have  wood,  the  demand  for  the  former  being 
been  unable  to  fill  orders,  only  2,000  tons  greatly  in  excess  of  the  supply. 

having  been  received  since  November.   The         0n*<mo.-About   4,000   tons   of   anthra- 

early  closing  of  navigation  seriously    af-       .,  ,  i  -     j   -      n+ 

,    .  _  °  .  •;  cite,  approximately,  were  received  m  Ot- 

tected  the  coal  supply  of  Prince    Edward  .  Tir.       ,  .  .,  onn  ,  <? 

T  ,  .  rt  ,    .        1  t  tawa.     Kingston  reports  over  1,200  tons  01 

Island,  only  3,000  tons  being  brought  m  1     ,       j    •      -,       -,  1  j 

,     .  _  ,  *f  &  coal   stored   in   local  warehouses    and    an 

during  the   first   ten   days  of   the  month.       1       1  ?  j   .      .,  -,       TT     , 

mi  .  abundance    01    wood  in  the  yards.     Up  to 

Ine  wood  iuei   used   in    Prince    Edward  t^         i  ^/^         i  •<•  i      j 

T  ,  .  .  December     10,     when    navigation     closed, 

Island^  being  grown  in  the  province,  was  about  900  tong  of  CQal  had  bfien  received 

not  aiiected  by  this  circumstance.     Actual       4.-011-11  j  j     i  ±  j 

at  .Belleville,  and  dealers  were  reported  as 

statements  as  to  the  total  coal  receipts  at       i  •  ,  .  i         .    .         »,  T         .     ■. 

„,    T  ,    ,  ..  ,  shipping  to  outside  points.     At  loronto  it 

bt.  Johns  were  unattainable,  though  1,063  ,.       ,    i  .-,    ,  1    ,  ^aaaa       j  ka 

.        ,        .  ,  „         __         '  was  estimated  that  between  40,000  and  50,- 

tons  01  anthracite  arrived  from  New  York  nAA   ,  4?        1  u   j  1.  •     j  * 

,  000  tons  01  coal  had  been  received  up  to 

and  123  tons    from    Scotland,  bitnminons  &&  end  of  ^  m(mth)  one.half  of  which 

coal  being  received  daily  from  the   Nova  was  anthraeite,  the  latter  arriving  at  ^ 

bcotia     mines.       In     the     closing     weeks  £    i       ,  -,  KAA  -,       j     •       +1  n 

,  .    .  &  ,  rate  of  about  1,500  tons  per  day  during  the 

schooners   arrived  from   New   York    with       1     .  .  -,       m.        .,      ..        •     tt n^n 

closing  week.     Ine  situation  in  Hamilton 

800  tons  of  hard  coal,  and  a  second  con-  varied    considerably    during    the    month> 

was'ToMe^ed*01'3  anthracite  about  6,000  tons  of  anthracite  having  ar- 

rived  by  boat  and  nearly  1,000  tons  by  rail 
Quebec. — In  the  city  of  Quebec  the  only  since  December  1.  Delays  in  local  deliv- 
coal  received  during  the  month  was  from  ery  caused  inconvenience.  During  the  first 
Sydney,  three  steamships  having  landed  part  of  the  month  the  supply  of  coal  at 
7,870  tons,  which  was  retailed  at  $8  per  Brantford  was  by  no  means  equal  to  the 
ton.  Wood  in  considerable  quantities  was  demand,  and  the  cold  weather  caused  much 
also  received  from  the  surrounding  coun-  inconvenience  and  some  suffering.  Aeon- 
try,  but  stocks  in  wood  yards  at  the  close  siderable  consignment,  however,  reached 
of  the  month  were  very  low.  Only  small  the  city  on  the  18th  inst.  Only  small 
quantities  of  anthracite,  viz.,  between  200  quantities  of  hard  coal  were  received  at 
and  300  tons,  reached  the  city  by  rail.  Guelph,  and  dealers  had  considerable  dif- 
Practically  no  hard  coal  was  received  in  ficulty  in  obtaining  shipments.     The  sup- 
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ply  of  soft  coal  was  equal  to  the  demand. 
The  fuel  stringency  has  led  to  the  giving 
up  of  several  church  week-night  services, 
and  general  anxiety  prevails,  with  some 
instances  of  distress.  It  is  estimated  that 
not  more  than  one-tenth  of  the  amount  of 
anthracite  needed  was  received  at  Strat- 
ford up  to  the  20th  inst.,  and  many  fami- 
lies were  forced  to  have  no  fire  in  the 
house  over  night,  reserving  what  fuel  they 
had  for  cooking  purposes.  Wood  was  also 
very  scarce,  and  the  absence  of  wood  heat- 
ers increased  the  difficulty  of  the  situation. 
Soft  coal  was  more  plentiful,  but  the  quan- 
tity was  insufficient  to  meet  the  demands. 
Between  November  25  and  December  25, 
120  cars  of  hard  coal  and  fifty  cars  of  soft 
coal,  averaging  30  tons  to  the  car,  passed 
through  the  customs  at  London.  Hard- 
wood was  reported  scarce.  At  St.  Thomas, 
only  a  few  carloads  of  coal  were  received, 
though  no  special  anxiety  was  felt.  Some 
600  tons  of  anthracite  and  900  tons  of  soft 
coal,  with  1,000  cords  of  wood,  were  mar- 
keted in  Chatham  during  the  month.  In 
Windsor,  dealers  were  out  of  anthracite  at 
the  end  of  the  month,  though  a  consign- 
ment of  a  1,000  tons  was  received  by  boat, 
with  several  car  lots  earlier  in  the  month. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — Very  little 
coal  of  any  kind  was  received  in  Winni- 
peg, and  wood  only  in  quantities  sufficient 
to  meet  immediate  demands.  During  the 
month  10  cars  of  anthracite,  10  cars  of 
Gait,  40  cars  of  Souris,  and  25  cars  of 
wood  were  received  at  Brandon.  The  lim- 
ited supply  is  especially  felt  in  the  country 
districts. 

Price  Movements  During  December. 

Maritime  Provinces. — The  price  of  bitu- 
minous coal  remained  normal  at  Halifax. 
Throughout  the  month,  however,  anthra- 
cite sold  as  high  as  $11  per  ton,  though  a 
cargo  of  500  tons  received  on  December 
26  retailed  at  $8  cash.  No  changes  in  fuel 
prices  were  reported  in  Prince  Edward 
Island.  The  price  of  anthracite  was  raised 
from  $9.50  to  $15  per  ton  in  St.  John  dur- 
ing December,  soft  coal  selling  from  $6.80 
to  $8.25  per  chaldron. 


Quebec. — Anthracite  showed  a  marked 
increase  in  price  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
selling  in  the  early  part  of  the  month  at 
from  $11  to  $12  per  ton,  and  later  at  $17 
per  ton,  an  advance  of  $2  per  ton  being 
made  on  December  4.  Coke  also  advanced 
in  price  to  $3  per  load  of  12  barrels,  or  an 
increase  of  fifty  cents  per  load.  Wood 
continues  to  be  retailed  at  from  $6  to  $7 
per  cord.  Soft  coal  sold  for  $8  per  ton. 
The  general  increase  in  price  by  dealers 
experienced  during  the  continuance  of  the 
cold  weather  was  much  complained  of. 
At  Sherbrooke  no  change  in  price  was  re- 
ported, soft  coal  selling  at  $6.50  per  ton, 
hard  coal  at  $7.75  per  ton,  and  wood  at 
$4.50  per  cord.  At  St.  Hyacinthe,  anthra- 
cite retailed  at  $12.50  and  soft  coal  at  from 
$6  to  $7.75  per  ton.  Soft  coal  sold  at  $8.50 
per  ton  in  Hull,  as  compared  with  $7.50 
last  year. 

Ontario. — Prices  remained  unchanged 
at  Ottawa,  dealers  charging  $8.50  for  an- 
thracite, $8  for  half  anthracite  and  half 
Welsh,  and  $6.50  to  $7  for  soft  coal.  Welsh 
anthracite  was  sold  by  the  city  at  $8.  A 
slight  increase  in  coal  prices  was  reported 
at  Kingston.  Hard  coal  advanced  to  $8 
per  ton  at  Belleville  on  December  18. 
Prices  at  Toronto  remained  normally  un- 
changed, soft  coal  being  readily  obtainable 
at  $7  per  ton,  and  hard  coal  in  limited 
quantities  at  $8  per  ton.  As  high  as  $15, 
however,  was  paid  for  anthracite  during 
the  month.  The  prevailing  rate  charged 
for  anthracite  during  the  early  part  of  the 
month  at  Hamilton  was  $8  per  ton;  this 
was  later  raised  to  $10.  In  Brantford, 
prices  remained  at  $8  per  ton  for  anthra- 
cite, 50  cents  extra  being  charged  for  de- 
livery by  persons  other  than  coal  dealers. 
Hard  coal  sold  at  $8  per  ton  in  Guelph, 
dealers  purchasing  from  independent  op- 
erators in  Pennsylvania  being  in  a  slightly 
better  condition  with  regard  to  supplies, 
but  being  forced  to  sell  at  from  $10  to  $11 
per  ton.  Wood  is  selling  at  from  $8  to 
$10  for  No.  1  hard,  and  at  from  $6  to  $8 
for  No.  2.  Prices  of  soft  coal  remained 
unchanged.  In  Stratford  coal  prices  fluc- 
tuated very  little,   bituminous    selling    at 
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$8  per  ton  and  hard  coal  at  the  same  fig- 
ure in  half-ton  lots.  Hard  wood  ranged 
from  $8.50  to  $10  per  cord  of  128  feet. 
At  London,  prices  of  hard  coal  remained 
at  $8  until  December  22,  when  most  of  the 
dealers  advanced  it  to  $10.  Soft  coal  and 
wood  prices  remained  the  same.  Coal 
prices  remained  stationary  in  St.  Thomas 
at  $8  per  ton.  In  Chatham,  hard  coal 
ranged  from  $7  to  $8  per  ton,  and  soft  coal 
sold  at  $7  per  ton,  and  hard  wood  at  $7 
per  cord.  Anthracite  sold  at  $7.50,  and 
soft  coal  at  from  $5.50  to  $6.50  in  Wind- 
sor. Wood,  of  which  there  was  an  abun- 
dant supply,  sold  at  $3.50  to  $9  a  cord,  ac- 
cording to  quality. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — Fuel  prices  at 
Winnipeg  showed  only  a  slight  variation 
during  December.  At  the  end  of  the 
month  anthracite  was  being  delivered  at 
$15  per  ton.  Lethbridge  coal  was  quoted 
at  $8.50,  and  Souris  at  $4.75,  but  no  stocks 
were  reported  in  the  city.  At  Brandon, 
anthracite  sold  at  $16  per  ton,  Gait  and 
Souris  coal  remaining  unchanged.  Cord 
wood  advanced  $1  during  the  month,  and 
is  now  selling  at  $7  per  cord.  Prices  in 
British  Columbia  remained  unchanged. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

Maritime  Provinces. — In  Nova  Scotia, 
the  transportation  problem  was,  on  the 
whole,  well  met  during  the  past  month, 
the  difficulty  in  the  matter  of  supply  being 
largely  that  of  securing  anthracite  in  New 
York.  The  sudden  and  unexpected  close 
of  navigation,  however,  is  largely  responsi- 
ble for  the  coal  stringency  in  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  one  steamer  with  a  large  car- 
go having  left  before  being  discharged,  in 
fear  of  being  caught  in  the  ice.  At  St. 
John,  N.B.,  the  railways  have  not  been  able 
to  handle  the  coal  as  quickly  as  the  de- 
mand required,  though  the  weekly  arrival 
of  a  coal  barge  from  Cape  Breton  did  much 
to  alleviate  the  situation. 

Quehec. — The  congestion  of  traffic  on 
the  railways  does  not  seem  to  have  affected 
the  city  of  Quebec,  though  no  more  coal  or 
wood  is  arriving  at  that  point  by  water. 


Sherbrooke  was  reported  as  having  suffered 
somewhat  from  the  confiscation  of  coal  en 
route  by  the  railway  companies,  and  the 
few  cars  which  the  companies  are  able  to 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  dealers  in  St. 
Hyacinthe  has  added  greatly  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  situation.  In  Montreal,  the 
transportation  difficulty  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent ones  in  the  situation,  and  the  scarc- 
ity of  cars  is  blamed  as  the  cause  of  the 
shortage  in  Hull. 

Ontario. — Ottawa  dealers  assert  that  lack 
of  transportation  facilities  is  the  most 
commonly  alleged  reason  on  the  part  of  the 
coal  operators  for  not  consigning  more 
abundant  supplies.  Kingston,  however, 
has  not  suffered  from  the  transportation 
difficulty,  though  in  Belleville  the  added 
charge  of  50  cents  per  ton  imposed  on  the 
15th  of  the  month  was  directly  attributed 
by  local  dealers  to  lack  of  transportation 
facilities.  So  far  as  anthracite  is  con- 
cerned, the  principal  Toronto  dealers  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  railways  are  handling 
shipments  fairly  well  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  are  not  to  be  held  responsible 
for  delays.  In  Hamilton,  likewise,  the 
question  of  transportation  has  not  inter- 
fered with  the  arrival  of  coal,  sufficient 
cars  and  boats  being  readily  obtainable. 
Shipments  from  Buffalo  to  Brantford, 
however,  were  greatly  delayed  during  the 
month,  and  in  Guelph  the  scarcity  of  wood 
is  largely  attributed  to  a  shortage  of  cars, 
the  small  supply  of  hard  coal  being  also 
attributed  to  the  same  cause,  though  to  a 
less  degree.  Similarly  in  Stratford,  the 
scarcity  of  wood  fuel  only  is  attributed  to 
lack  of  transportation  facilities,  no  com- 
plaint in  this  respect  in  regard  to  the  coal 
supply  being  registered.  Several  cars  of 
soft  coal  were  held  by  the  G.T.R.  at  Lon- 
don during  the  month,  owing  to  a  short- 
age of  coal  on  the  railway,  but  were  sub- 
sequently released.  At  St.  Thomas  the 
distribution  of  coal  was  not  hampered  by 
lack  of  transportation  facilities,  and  at 
Chatham  likewise,  plenty  of  cars  were 
available  for  fuel  shipments.  At  Wind- 
sor, .on  the  other  hand,  there  was  more  or 
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less  difficulty  experienced  throughout  the 
month  in  obtaining  the  necessary  number 
of  cars. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — Great  difficulty 
was  experienced  at  Winnipeg,  both  in  pro- 
curing cars  for  coal  shipments  and  in 
getting  them  hauled  to  Winnipeg  after  be- 
ing once  obtained.  The  rush'  of  traffic  on 
the  railways  also  affected  the  fuel  supply 
of  Brandon  during  the  month,  and  through- 
out the  west  generally  it  may  be  said  that 
the  moving  of  the  exceptional  harvest  of 
1902  and  the  large  volume  of  business  on 
the  railways  caused  by  the  general  pros- 
perity, by  causing  an  unprecedented  de- 
mand upon  the  resources  of  the  transpor- 
tation companies,  has  added  very  mater- 
ially to  the  difficulties  of  distributing  an 
adequate  fuel  supply. 

Municipal  and  other  Corporate  Action. 

Maritime  Provinces. — In  Charlottetown, 
the  city  council  gave  permission  to  the 
poor  of  the  municipality  during  the  month 
to  haul  away  for  fuel  purposes  the  ruins 
of  the  city  market  house,  which  had  been 
partially  destroyed  by  fire.  This  was  the 
only  instance  of  municipal  action  with  re- 
gard to  the  fuel  situation  reported  to  the 
department  from  the  maritime  provinces. 

Quebec. — In  the  city  of  Quebec,  no  mu- 
nicipal action  was  taken.  At  a  meeting 
of  the  employees  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment, held  on  December  12,  it  was  decided 
to  appeal  to  the  government  to  take  action 
towards  reducing  the  high  price  of  coal, 
by  purchasing  from  the  mines  and  retail- 
ing it  to  the  employees  afterwards  at  cost 
price.  Similarly  in  Sherbrooke,  Three 
Eivers,  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Hull,  no  munici- 
pal action  was  taken.  In  Montreal  var- 
ious projects  for  municipal  intervention 
were  suggested,  and  the  sum  of  $10,000 
was  voted  by  the  city  council  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  situation,  the  provincial  legis- 
lature at  its  next  session  to  be  asked  to 
make  the  action  legal.  The  special  civic 
committee  appointed  to  deal  with  the  fuel 
shortage  question  received  several  orders 
during  the  month.     In  reply  to  represen- 


tations from  the  city  of  Montreal  in  fa- 
vour of  either  cutting  off  altogether  or 
materially  decreasing  the  Intercolonial 
freight  rate  on  coal  from  Nova  Scotia 
hauled  to  Montreal  for  the  poor  of  that 
city,  the  Minister  of  Railways  replied  that 
as  the  present  rate  was  very  materially  be- 
low that  of  the  reduced  schedules  of  the 
privately-owned  railroads,  no  further  re- 
duction was  possible. 

Ontario. — At  Ottawa  it  was  reported 
that  the  municipal  supply  of  Welsh  coal 
was  nearly  all  sold  out  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  and  had  given  general  satisfaction. 
No  municipal  action  was  reported  at 
Kingston  or  Belleville.  The  Toronto  mu- 
nicipal fuel  yards  did  an  extensive  business 
throughout  the  month,  the  Welsh  coal 
causing  much  dissatisfaction  and  many 
loads  being  returned.  The  practice  of 
screening  before  delivery  was  therefore 
adopted  and  caused  much  improvement. 
On  December  17  prices  of  municipal  fuel 
at  Toronto  were  as  follows: — Dry  hard 
wood,  $9  per  cord;  Welsh  coal,  screened, 
$9  per  ton;  unscreened,  $8  per  ton,  and 
slack,  $5  per  ton;  Hocking  Valley  coal, 
screened,  $7  per  ton;  unscreened,  $6.50. 
Owing  to  the  marked  improvement  in  the 
general  situation,  several  orders  for  fuel 
issued  by  the  city  of  Toronto  were  can- 
celled towards  the  end  of  the  month.  The 
Hamilton  municipal  yards  disposed  of  all 
coal  on  hand,  and  at  the  end  of  the  month 
had  wood  alone  to  supply.  The  special 
committee  of  the  Guelph  city  council  was 
unable  to  supply  any  quantity  of  coal,  and 
from  Brantford,  Stratford,  St.  Thomas, 
Chatham  and  Windsor  no  municipal  action 
was  reported.  At  London  the  city  con- 
tinues to  sell  hard  wood  at  $7.50  per  cord 
in  four-foot  lengths. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — The  possibility 
of  obtaining  a  supply  of  hard  coal  from 
Duluth  was  engaging  the  attention  of  the 
city  council  of  Winnipeg  at  the  close  of 
the  month,  but  no  action  had  been  taken 
up  to  January  1.  The  Brandon  Board  of 
Trade  and  the  City  Council  addressed  a 
memorandum  to  the  railway  companies  re- 
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garding  the  fuel  situation,  and  received 
replies  from  both  the  Canadian  Northern 
and  the  Canadian  Pacific  promising  that 
the  utmost  in  the  power  of  the  companies 
would  be  done  to  alleviate  the  situation. 

The  Outlook. 

Maritime  Provinces. — In  Nova  Scotia 
the  outlook  for  the  coming  winter  may  be 
said  on  the  whole  to  be  favourable.  The 
supply  of  coal  in  Charlottetown  will  be 
about  3,000  tons  short.  The  prospect  of 
the  arrival  at  St.  John  of  two  schooners 
laden  with  coal  from  New  York  did  much 
to  brighten  the  situation  at  the  close  of 
the  month. 

Quebec. — The  good  sleighing  reported 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Quebec  has  great- 
ly simplified  the  problem  of  an  adequate 
wood  supply  for  that  city.  In  Sherbrooke 
anthracite  will  have  to  be  supplemented 
by  soft  coal  and  wood  throughout  the  win- 
ter, no  scarcity  of  the  two  latter  being  re- 
ported. A  consignment  of  coal  is  expected 
to  arrive  at  Three  Rivers  during  January. 
In  St.  Hyacinthe  no  definite  statement  as 
to  the  quantity  of  coal  likely  to  be  received 
was  obtainable.  In  Montreal  anxiety 
throughout  the  month  as  to  the  winter's 
coal  supply  was  intense,  no  positive  assur- 
ance being  obtainable  that  even  the  pres- 
ent limited  volume  of  supply  would  be 
maintained. 

Ontario. — Ottawa  reports  no  danger  of 
a  serious  fuel  famine,  dealers  being  well 
supplied  with  soft  coal,  and  an  abundance 
of  wood  being  available.  The  fact  that 
consumers  are  refusing  to  buy  soft  coal  is 
regarded  as  an  indication  that  no  real 
hardship  is  apprehended.  At  Kingston  and 
Belleville,  likewise,  there  is  expected  to  be 
a  sufficiency  of  fuel  for  the  season.  At 
Toronto,  it  is  considered  probable  that  if 
no  unforeseen  set-back  occurs,  conditions 
will  continue  to  improve  gradually,  though 
a  scarcity  is  likely  to  prevail  during  the 
remainder  of  the  winter.  While  it  will 
doubtless  be  easier  later  to  fill  orders,  it  is 
hardly  expected  that  prices  of  anthracite  in 
Toronto  will  fall  below  $8  per    ton    this 


season.     In  Hamilton,  similarly,  scarcity  of 
coal  is  expected  to  prevail  until  spring,  $10 
being  regarded  as  the  average  price  of  an- 
thracite and  $7  of  bituminous,  wood  rang- 
ing from  $4  to  $8  per  cord,  according  t® 
quality.     Small  deliveries,  but  no  real  suf- 
fering in  consequence,  will  prevail  during 
the  winter.     In  Brantf ord  also  it  is  expect- 
ed that  consumers  will  be  able  to    secure 
small   quantities    of    coal  when    required 
throughout  the  winter;  the  abundant  de- 
liveries of  wood  by  farmers  in  the  district 
have  also  relieved  the  situation  very    con- 
siderably.    At  Guelph  private  supplies  are 
very  reduced,  and  dealers  are  selling  in  only 
half-ton  lots,   and  then   only  when    ship- 
ments are  received.     There  is  no  certainty 
of  immediate  relief,  as  the  absence  of  snow 
has  prevented  the  supply  of  wood  being  so 
abundant  as  the  high  price  offered  would 
otherwise  have  insured.     Local  dealers    in 
Stratford  expect  to  be  able  to  supply  their 
customers  throughout  the  winter  in  small 
quantities.    In  London,  the  outlook  is  re- 
ported as  much  worse  at  the  close  of   the 
month  than  at  any  time  since  the    strike 
ended.    In  numerous  cases  coal  fires  have 
gone  out,  and  the  people  have  been  forced 
to  resort  to  wood  and  soft  coal,  orders  for 
hard  coal  being  supplied  on  an  average  two 
weeks  after  they  are  given.    It  is  estimat- 
ed that  the  amount  of  coal  received  during 
the  month  was  not  sufficient  to  give  house- 
holders half  a  ton  each.     At  St.  Thomas, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  outlook  is  not  re- 
garded as  in  any  way  serious,  the  city  hav- 
ing been  well  supplied  with  coal  before  the 
strike  began.     With  a  few  supplementary 
car  loads  and  a  careful  system  of.  distribu- 
tion, the  dealers  expect  to  tide  over  the  dif- 
ficulty    without      serious      inconvenience. 
Chatham  coal  and  wood  dealers  expect  to 
be  able  to  supply  all  demands  for  coal;  the 
excessive  rainfall  of  the  past  summer  sea- 
son, however,  has  rendered  the  ground  in 
the  woods  so  soft  that  it  is  impossible  to 
get  out  the  wood  cut  last  winter  until  the 
soil  freezes.     Comparatively  speaking,  the 
city  of  Windsor  is  well  supplied    for    the 
coming  season. 
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Manitoba  and  the  North-west. — Winni- 
peg is  wholly  dependent  upon  the  transpor- 
tation companies  for  its  fuel  supply  dur- 
ing the  balance  of  the  winter  season,  there 
being  an  abundance  of  wood  for  fuel  pur- 
poses at  the  various  points  from  which  the 
supply  for  that  city  is  usually  derived.  In 
the  meantime  the  absence  of  stocks  in  the 
city  is  keeping  up  prices.  Similarly  the 
fuel  situation  at  Brandon  is  dependent  al- 


most wholly  upon  the  facilities  of  the 
transportation  companies,  anthracite  being 
available  at  Fort  William.  Throughout 
the  west  the  same  situation  on  the  whole 
prevails,  it  being  generally  expected  that 
as  the  grain  crop  is  moved  more  cars  will 
be  available  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
fuel  of  all  kinds  throughout  the  Terri- 
tories. 


A  PRACTICAL  EXPERIMENT  IN  PROFIT  SHARING  AT  VANCOUVER,  B.C. 


PROFIT  sharing  is  a  form  of  industrial 
remuneration  which  has  not  as  yet 
received  much  attention  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada.  Here  and  there  at  different 
times  it  has  been  adopted  by  employers, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  a  feature  of  a 
few  industrial  establishments  in  some  of  the 
provinces.  Among  the  recent  experiments 
the  most  important  from  a  practical  point 
of  view  is,  doubtless,  the  system  of  profit 
sharing  which  has  been  introduced  by  the 
British  Columbia  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany, Limited,  in  connection  with  the  com- 
pany's business  in  Vancouver,  B.C. 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  J.  Buntzen, 
General  Manager  and  Comptroller  of  this 
company,  the  Department  of  Labour  has 
been  favoured  with  an  account  of  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  introduced  by  the  com- 
pany, and  is  now  in  force. 

To  quote  Mr.  Buntzen's  words,  the  ar- 
rangement in  short,  is  as  follows : — After 
the  ordinary  shareholders  have  received  a 
four  per  cent  dividend  the  balance  of  the 
profits  available  for  dividends  yearly  will 
be  divided  as  follows :  two-thirds  to  the 
shareholders,  and  one-third  to  the  employ- 
ees. Every  employee  who  has  worked  re- 
gularly for  the  company  during  the  twelve 
months  ending  June  30  each  year,  will 
participate  in  the  division,  and  the  pro- 
portion of  the  profits  will  be  divided  equal- 
ly  among  them. 

Official  Statement. 

In  answering  the  request  of  the  depart- 
ment for  particulars  as  to  the  system  of 


profit  sharing  introduced  by  the  company, 
the  general  manager  was  kind  enough  to 
state  at  some  length  the  reasons  underly- 
ing the  adoption  of  this  scheme  by  the 
company,  and  what  the  company,  in  con- 
junction with  its  employees,  were  hopeful 
of  attaining  as  a  result  of  its  adoption.  So 
clearly  were  these  points  set  forth  in  the 
letter  of  the  general  manager,  and  so 
strongly  did  this  letter  appear  to  embody 
the  spirit  of  good-will  between  employer 
and  employee,  which  is  not  the  least  im- 
portant factor  in  the  successful  working 
cut  of  such  practical  experiments,  or  in- 
deed of  all  attempts  towards  the  successful 
harmonizing  of  the  interests  of  labour  and 
capital,  that  the  department  asked  per- 
mission to  quote  the  letter  in  full.  With 
the  kind  consent  of  Mr.  Buntzen,  since  ob- 
tained, the  Gazette  publishes  herewith  the 
letter  in  question.  Coming,  as  it  does, 
from  one  of  the  most  important  corpora- 
tions in  British  Columbia,  and  carrying 
with  it,  as  the  writer  states,  the  hearty  ap- 
proval of  the  directors  of  the  company  of 
the  plan  outlined,  the  letter  will  be  the 
more  appreciated  by  both  employers  and 
employees : — 

BRITISH     COLUMBIA     ELECTRIC     RAILWAY 
COMPANY,  LIMITED. 

Head  Office:  Threadneedle  House,  28-31  Bishops- 
gate  St.,  Within,  London,  Eng.  General  Man- 
ager and  Comptroller's  Office,  Vancouver,  B.C. 

Vancouver  and  Victoria  : 
Electric  Railway,    Telegraphic  address  :  '  Las- 
Electric  Lighting,  sant '   London,  Victoria 
Electric  Power.                and  Vancouver. 

New  Westminster  : 
Electric  Interurban  and        Atlantic  Cable  and 
City  Railways.  Dirsctory  Code. 
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Vancouver,  B.C.,  Nov.  28,  1902. 

"  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  Esq., 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour, 
Ottawa,  Ont. 
"Dear  Sir, — I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  letters  of  the  11th  instant,  request- 
ing information  regarding  the  system  of 
profit  sharing  recently  introduced  by  our 
company. 

The  Advantages  of  Profit  Sharing. 

"  The  profit  sharing  idea  is,  of  course,  not 
a  new  one.  It  has  been  tried  many  times 
before,  sometimes  successfully,  sometimes 
otherwise.  But  I  am  not  aware  that  it  has 
so  far  been  attempted  by  a  street  railway 
company,  although  this  particular  class  of 
business  appears  to  offer  a  specially  at- 
tractive field  for  its  adoption.  The  men  in 
charge  of  the  street  cars  are  to  a  great  ex- 
tent left  to  their  own  devices.  To  super- 
vise their  work  continually  is  an  impossi- 
bility, and  even  to  inspect  and  check  it  oc- 
casionally requires  a  distasteful  system  of 
espionage.  Still,  on  the  spirit  in  which 
the  men  carry  out  their  work  hinges  the 
success  of  the  company  very  largely.  I 
am  not  sanguine  enough  to  imagine  that  a 
participation  in  profits  will  immediately 
change  a  careless  man  to  a  watchful  one, 
and  a  lazy  fellow  to  a  hustler,  but  I  do  be- 
lieve that,  given  a  fair  chance  to  prove 
what  it  amounts  to,  the  system  will  gradu- 
ally create  a  partnership  feeling  in  the  em- 
ployees that  will  eventually  make  them  take 
the  same  interest  in  the  company's  welfare 
as  they  would  in  their  own  business,  for  the 
simple  reason  that,  having  the  proof  in 
their  pockets,  they  cannot  help  realizing 
that  the  company's  welfare  is  their  busi- 
ness. 

"Attempts  are  being  made  by  parties 
who  do  not  believe  in  good  relations  between 
employees  and  employers  to  belittle  the 
profit  sharing  idea  by  calling  it  wages  shar- 
ing, and  claiming  that  it  is  only  granted 
by  employers  to  get  better  work  out  of  the 
men.  Certainly,  the  system  is  based  on 
the  assumption  that  better  and  more  care- 
ful work  will  be  done,  and  that  it  will  re- 
sult in  benefit  to  the  employer.    But  if  it 


does,  it  also  benefits  the  employee,  and  that 
is  exactly  where  its  strength  lies.  It  is  a 
system  of  mutual  benefit,  the  only  fair  me- 
thod of  co-operation.  Under  the  arrange- 
ment with  our  employees  we  pay  them 
union  wages  for  skilled  labour,  and  best 
local  wages  for  unskilled  labour.  If,  in 
addition  to  getting  best  local  wages  for 
their  work,  our  men  receive  a  substantial 
cash  bonus,  it  can  hardly  be  denied  that 
they  are  better  off  than  those  who  receive 
no  such  bonus.  And  if  they  have  really 
done  better  work  than  some  others — with 
no  longer  working  hours — is  that  some- 
thing to  reproach  them  for?  Does  it  not 
add  to  the  self  respect  of  any  decent  man 
to  feel  that  he  is  doing  his  duty  well,  and 
that  he  is  paid  not  only  for  the  quantity 
of  his  work,  but  also  for  its  quality; 

The  Arrangement  Itself. 

"  Shortly,  our  arrangement  is  as  follows : 
After  the  ordinary  shareholders  have  re- 
ceived a  four  per  cent  dividend  the  balance 
of  profits  available  for  dividends  yearly  will 
be  divided  as  follows:  two-thirds  to  the 
shareholders,  one-third  to  the  employees. 
Every  employee  who  has  worked  regularly 
for  the  company  during  the  twelve  months 
ending  June  30  each  year,  will  participate 
in  the  division>  and  their  proportion  of  the 
profits  will  be  divided  equally  among  them. 

"  Our  arrangement  being  yet  in  its  in- 
fancy, it  is,  of  course,  impossible  to  pro- 
phesy whether  or  not  it  will  turn  out  a  suc- 
cess. It  is  an  experiment,  heartily 
approved  by  our  directors,  and,  I  think, 
also  by  most  of  the  men.  If  it  is  allowed 
to  pursue  its  even  course  for  three  years  I 
will  venture  to  predict  it  a  long  and  pros- 
perous life. 

Reconciliation  of  Capital  and  Labour. 

"The  principal  cause  of  friction  between 
employer  and  employee  to-day  is  undoubt- 
edly lack  of  mutual  understanding  and 
consideration.  With  proper  understand- 
ing must  come  proper  consideration.  The 
employee  must  understand  that  capital  is 
entitled  to  fair  interest,  and  the  employer 
must  recognize  that  when  he  has  had  that 
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fair  interest  he  owes  it  to  the  producers 
to  give  them  a  fair  share  in  the  success  so 
largely  due  to  their  efforts. 

"  I  may  add  that  we  have  about  two  hun- 
dred regular  employees,  and  that  our  men 
have  an  organization  of  their  own  which 
the  management  has  recognized  from  its 
start.  So  far  no  differences  have  arisen 
that  a  quiet  talk  has  not  been  able  to  ad- 


just, without  loss  of  dignity  to  either  side, 
and  without  any  break  in  our  friendly  re- 
lations. 

"  Trusting  the  above  may  prove  of  some 
interest  to  you,  I  remain, 

"  Yours  respectfully, 

"(Sgd.)     J.  BUNTZEN, 

"  General  Manager" 


THE  AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY  IN  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND. 


DUEING  the  month  of  December,  Bul- 
letin No.  XI.  of  the  fourth  census  of 
Canada,  1901,  presenting  the  census  of  ag- 
riculture in  the  province  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  was  issued  to  the  public,  the 
volume  and  classification  of  statistics 
therein  contained  being  on  a  scale  of  ac- 
curacy and  completeness  not  before  achiev- 
ed in  a  similar  connection  in  Canada.  The 
difficulty  of  securing  this  result  in  so  com- 
plex an  investigation  as  that  undertaken 
by  the  census,  where  the  number  of  cross 
entries  in  the  process  of  compilation  were 
necessarily  so  many,  was  very  considerable. 
The  bulletin,  however,  has  been  thoroughly 
revised,  the  original  data  at  the  disposal  of 
the  census,  where  apparently  erroneous, 
having  been  corrected  by  supplementary 
information.  In  view  of  this  feature  of 
the  report  the  following  brief  statement 
and  rearrangement  of  its  leading  facts 
will  be  of  interest  to  readers  of  the  Labour 
Gazette.  In  the  tables  under  which  the 
various  items  of  information  are  classified 
the  term  '  farm '  is  applied  to  all  areas  of 
five  acres  or  over,  areas  of  less  acreage 
being  classified  as  '  lots.' 

Agricultural  Areas. 

The  total  area  of  the  island  above  tide 
level  is  1,397,991  acres,  and  of  this  85  44 
per  cent  is  occupied  in  farms  and  lots,  the 
average  size  of  the  former  being  90*74 
acres,  and  of  the  latter  1*56  acres.  There 
are  13,149  farms  and  865  lots  in  the  island. 
Over  97  per  cent  of  the  farms  of  the  pro- 
vince are  owned  by  the  occupiers,  the  bal- 
ance being  leased  or  rented.  Of  the  lots 
84*52  per  cent  are  owned.     The  land  occu- 


pied in  lots  is  almost  wholly  in  an  improv- 
ed state.  In  the  case  of  farms,  however, 
over  39  per  cent  is  unimproved,  350,366 
acres  of  this  being  in  forest,  and  117,857 
acres  in  various  conditions  not  fit  for  cul- 
tivation. Of  the  improved  farm  lands 
about  62  per  cent  is  in  field  crop,  £  per  cent 
in  orchards  and  gardens,  and  the  balance 
in  pasture.  There  are  only  28  acres  of 
forest  plantations  in  the  island.  The  num- 
ber of  ornamental  trees  planted  on  the 
farms  is  71,394,  or  an  average  of  less  than 
six  for  each  farm.  There  were  15,137 
occupiers  of  farm  and  lot  holdings  in  1891 
as  against  14,014  in  1901.  The  area  in 
field  crop  also  appears  to  be  less  than  in 
the  former  census  by  88,438  acres,  but  this 
and  the  greater  number  of  occupiers  is 
more  than  accounted  for  by  a  difference  in 
the  methods  of  compilations  followed  in 
the  two  years. 

Fruit  Growing. 

There  are  3,199  acres  in  orchard  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  or  an  increase  of  64 
acres  in  the  decade.  Of  this  all  but  97 
acres  is  on  farms.  There  are  202,910  apple 
trees,  70,431  cherry  trees,  27,480  plum 
trees,  1,962  pear  trees,  749  grape  vines,  163 
peach  trees,  and  57,924  other  fruit  trees. 
The  total  yield  in  1901  was  184,487  bush- 
els ;  in  the  former  census  year  it  was  60,325 
bushels.  That  this  branch  of  the  agricul- 
tural industry  is  in  a  growing  state  is  thus 
clearly  demonstrated,  though  no  progress 
is  reported  in  the  cultivation  of  small  fruits 
and  vegetables,  and  vineyards  have  almost 
totally  disappeared. 
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Field  Crops. 

The  leading  field  crops  of  Prince  Edward 
Island  are  hay,  oats,  wheat  and  potatoes. 
Of  the  whole  area  devoted  to  these  crops  in 
1900,  hay  occupied  40*65  per  cent,  oats 
36  *74  per  cent,  wheat  9  '45  per  cent,  and 
potatoes  7*46  per  cent,  or  94*3  per  cent  in 
all.  The  development  of  the  dairying  in- 
dustry is  responsible  for  the  most  notice- 
able changes  under  this  heading  since  the 
former  census.  Hay  and  root  crops  have 
increased,  and  mixed  grains  and  forage 
crops  have  also  been  introduced  on  an  ex- 
tensive scale.  The  ravages  of  the  Colo- 
rado bettle,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Is- 
land about  1890,  is  said  to  be  responsible 
in  part  for  the  decreased  cultivation  of 
potatoes. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average 
yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  for  the 
harvests  of  1890  and  1900  :— 

1900.       1890. 

Spring  wheat bush.  17.45  13.72 

Oats   ..  ' "  27.73  19.00 

Potatoes "  149.30  162.50 

Hay ton  0.92  0'88 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

Under  live  stock  statistics,  uniform 
gains  over  1891  are  reported.  Milch  cows 
show  a  gain  of  10,588,  and  other  horned 
cattle  of  10,496.  Horses  under  three  years 
old  and  sheep  alone  show  decreases.  In 
poultry  there  are  increases.  The  average 
Prince  Edward  Island  farm  possesses  in 
round  numbers  the  following  quota  of  live 
stock :  Horses,  3 ;  milch  cows,  4 ;  other  horn- 
ed cattle,  4 ;  sheep,  9 ;  swine,  4 ;  poultry,  43. 

There  are  decreases  reported  since  1891 
in  the  number  of  cattle  and  sheep  killed, 
or  sold  for  slaughter  or  export,  but  in- 
creases in  the  number  of  swine  and  poultry. 
The  quantity  of  fine  wool  has  doubled  since 
the  former  census,  the  coarse  woolled  breed 
of  sheep  having  decreased.  The  produc- 
tion of  home-made  butter  has  decreased  as 
a  result  of  the  development  of  the  factory 
system.  The  census  shows  a  production  of 
2,426,251  dozen  eggs,  valued  at  about  $250,- 
000,  in  1900. 


Agricultural  Values. 

The  total  value  of  land  and  buildings,  in 
farms  and  lots,  in  the  Island,  herein  enu- 
merated for  the  first  time,  is  $23,118,946; 
of  implements  and  machinery,  $2,628,787; 
of  live  stock,  $4,878,980;  and  of  crops  and 
animal  products  for  the  census  year,  $7,- 
467,663.  The  total  value  of  farm  property 
is  thus  $30,434,089,  of  which,  land  and 
buildings  together  represent  about  75  per 
cent.  The  average  Prince  Edward  Island 
farm  accordingly  of  90*74  acres,  as  stated 
above,  (of  which  55  -13  acres  are  on  the 
average  improved,  and  35  *6  unimproved) 
is  valued  at  $2,314,  of  which  land  and  build- 
ings make  up  $1,748,  implements  and  ma- 
chinery, $199,  and  live  stock,  $367.  Ac- 
cording, therefore,  to  the  estimated  gross 
value  of  farm  products  for  the  census  year, 
the  average  return  from  such  a  farm  as 
that  just  described  is  $564,  or  24 -36  per 
cent  on  the  investment.  Field  crops  on 
such  a  farm  represented  in  1900  62  -45  per 
cent  of  the  year's  production,  dairying  pro- 
ducts, 14-68  per  cent;  live  stock,  9*11  per 
cent,  and  animal  products,  7  *52  per  cent. 

The  following  further  statistics,  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  values,  may  be  quo- 
ted verbatim  from  the  bulletin : — 

The  average  value  of  horses  on  farms  per 
head  is  $63.64;  milch  cows,  $22.04;  other  horned 
cattle,  $10.63;  sheep,  $3.06;  and  swine,  $7.40; 
and  the  average  value  of  horses  per  farm  is 
$161.45;  milch  cows,  $93.33;  other  horned  cattle, 
$45.36;  sheep,  $29.17;  swine,  $26.78;  and  poultry 
and  bees,  $10.98. 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the 
milk  and  cream  sold  to  cheese  and  butter  fac- 
tories, amounting  to  $464,032.  There  were  in 
operation  in  the  Island  during  the  census  year 
47  factories,  of  which  27  made  cheese  and  but- 
ter, 15  made  cheese  only,  and  five  made  butter 
only.  The  cheese  product  was  4,457,519  pounds, 
worth  $449,088,  and  the  butter  product  562,220 
pounds,  worth  $117,736,  making  a  total  value  of 
$566,824.  In  the  former  census  year  there  were 
four  cheese  factories  in  the  Island,  and  the  total 
value  of  product  was  $8,448. 

The  rent  value  of  leased  farms  is  95  cents  per 
acre,  and  the  rate  of  wages  for  farm  labour  is 
$3.68  per  week,  including  board. 


THE  LIABILITY  OF  TRADE  UNIONS. 

What  is  probably  the  most  important 
legal  decision  ever  given  in  England  re- 
garding the  rights  and  liabilities  of  trade 
unions  was  rendered  during  December  in 
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what  is  generally  known  as  the  Taff  Vale 
railway  case. 

The  Taff  Vale  Railway  Case. 

The  trouble  which  eventually  led  to  legal 
proceedings  arose  in  August,  1901,  when 
a  strike  took  place  amongst  the  employees 
of  the  Taff  Vale  Railway  Company.  In 
the  following  month  the  company  asked 
for  an  injunction  restraining  the  Amalga- 
mated Society  of  Railway  Servants,  Bell, 
the  general  secretary  of  that  organization, 
and  Holmes,  another  official,  from  watch- 
ing or  besetting  the  company's  works 
or  the  residences  of  any  men  who  might 
be  working  for  it,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
suading or  otherwise  preventing  them  from 
so  working  for  the  company,  or  from  pro- 
curing any  persons  who  had  or  might  enter 
into  contracts  with  the  company  from 
breaking  the  same. 

The  Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway 
Servants  asked  that  its  name  should  be 
struck  out  as  a  defendant  in  this  proceed- 
ing, upon  the  ground  that  it  was  neither  a 
corporation,  an  individual  nor  a  partner- 
ship, and  therefore  could  not  be  sued  under 
that  name. 

Liability  to  be  Sued. 

The  judge  before  whom  the  matter  first 
came  decided  that  while  a  trade  union  was, 
strictly  speaking,  neither  a  corporation  nor 
an  individual,  yet  that  the  fact  that  Par- 
liament had  (by  the  Trade  Union  Act, 
1876),  given  it  the  capacity  to  own  property 
and  to  act  by  agents, — endowed  it  with  two 
of  the  essential  qualities  of  a  corporation, 
— '  essential,  I  mean,  in  respect  of  liability 
for  tort,  for  a  corporation  can  only  act  by 
its  agents,  and  can  only  be  made  to  pay  by 
means  of  its  property.' 

He  therefore  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway  Ser- 
vants could  be  sued.  Upon  the  merits  of 
the  case  itself  he  also  held  that  an  injunc- 
tion should  be  granted  against  it,  Bell 
and  Holmes  (the  admitted  agents  of  the 
society),  having  illegally  watched  and  beset 
men  to  prevent  them  from  working  for 
the  company,  and  having  illegally  ordered 


others  to  break  their   contracts  with  the 
company. 

From  this  judgment  the  society  appealed, 
and  the  Court  of  Appeal  set  aside  the  in- 
terim injunction  granted  by  the  first  court, 
holding  that  a  trade  union  could  not  be 
sued  in  its  registered  name. 

From  this  decision  the  company  then 
appealed  to  the  House  of  Lords,  which  re- 
versed the  Court  of  Appeals  and  restored 
the  judgment  of  the  trial  judge.  The  prac- 
tical result  of  this  litigation,  therefore, 
was  to  establish  that  a  trade  union  could 
be  sued  in  its  registered  name,  and  that, 
if  it  was  proved  that  a  union  had  used 
illegal  methods  in  carrying  on  a  strike,  its 
funds  (for  whatever  purpose  they  might 
have  been  collected)  could  be  levied  on  to 
satisfy  a  judgment  obtained  by  the  em- 
ployer against  whom  such  wrongful 
methods   were   employed. 

(See  report  of  this  case  in  the  Labour 
Gazette,  September,  1901,  at  page  179.) 

A  Verdict  Obtained. 

This  point  having  been  decided,  the  Taff 
Vale  Railway  Company  proceeded  with 
its  action  against  the  Amalgamated  Society 
of  Railway  Servants  and  its  officials.  The 
company  claimed  that  the  society  had 
caused  the  stoppage  of  work  by  intimida- 
tion and  by  picketing,  and  that  its  officials 
had  induced  employees  to  break  their  con- 
tracts. According  to  the  cabled  news- 
paper report  of  the  trial  the  jury,  without 
leaving  the  box,  gave  a  verdict  in  favour  of 
the  company  for  $140,000.  The  society  is 
said  to  possess  $1,250,000,  and,  so  far  as 
can  be  gathered  from  the  published  state- 
ments of  its  officials,  it  has  decided  that 
the  only  course  open  to  it  is  to  pay  the 
amount  of  the  judgment.  The  case  will 
be  referred  to  later,  when  fuller  reports  of 
the  trial  have  been  received.  The  result 
is  merely  putting  into  practical  operation 
what  the  House  of  Lords  said  might  be 
done.  Hereafter,  apparently,  the  funds  of 
a  trade  union  will  be  the  security  for  the 
reparation  of  any  damage  caused  by  any 
illegal  action  on  its  part  in  the  conduct  of 
a  strike. 
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Recent  Gases. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  within  the 
comparatively  brief  period  of  five  years 
the  legal  rights  of  both  employers  and  em- 
ployees have  been  definitely  established  by 
the  courts  in  England.  In  January,  1898, 
the  House  of  Lords  (by  a  divided  judg- 
ment,— six  to  three),  held  that  where  A  told 
B  that  if  he  did  not  dismiss  0  and  others, 
certain  other  workmen  would  leave  his  em- 
ployment, and  B  therefore  dismissed  C, 
the  latter  had  no  right  of  action  against 
A.  This  was  considered  a  signal  victory 
for  the  trade  unions,  and  marks  the  ex- 
treme limit  of  the  decisions  in  their  favour. 
It  laid  down  the  rule  that  so  long  as  the 
act  complained  of  was  not  in  itself  illegal 
the  fact  that  its  motive  was  malicious  did  decided  that  trade  unions  could  be  sued  in 
not  render  it  illegal.  their  own  name,  and  that  their  funds  could 

/ri  j.    ah  -m      i    t  -l  be  taken  to  satisfy  damages  :    while  the 

(See  report  of  Allen  vs.  Flood,  Labour  "  °      ' 

„       .,     n     j.     i        -«™-.  ■*»*  \  verdict   above  referred  to   oners   the  nrst 

(razette,  September,  1901,  page  179.)  ...  , .  .  .  .    .         .       . 

illustration  oi  a  trade  union  being  placed 

But  in  1901  the  House  of  Lords  in  the     upon  exactly  the  same  financial  responsi- 

case  of  Quinn  v.  Leathern  (see  the  Labour    bility  as  any  ordinary  corporation. 


Gazette,  October,  1901,  page  239),  held  that 
where  two  or  more  members  of  a  trade 
union  induced  people  not  to  deal  with  a 
butcher  because  he  employed  non-union 
men,  they  would  be  responsible  in  damages 
to  the  butcher  for  the  loss  of  business  they 
had  caused.  In  the  judgment  it  was 
pointed  out  that  the  facts  of  this  case  were 
not  analogous  to  those  of  Allen  v.  Flood, — 
for  instance,  in  the  latter  case  there  was 
neither  the  combination  of  two  or  more 
persons,  nor  was  there  any  intimidation. 
There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  re- 
sult of  Quinn  v.  Leathern  was  to  greatly 
impair  what  many  supposed  to  be  the  effect 
of  Allen  v.  Flood. 

In  the   same  year  the  House  of  Lords 


TRADE  DISPUTES  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER. 


NO  new  trade  disputes  were  reported  to 
the  Department  of  Labour  as  hav- 
ing occurred  during  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, the  fact  being  exceptional  evidence 
of  the  good  relations  at  present  prevailing 
between  employers  and  employees  in  Can- 
ada. Particulars  regarding  the  strike  of 
telephone  linemen  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  begin- 
ning on  November  29,  did  not  reach  the 
department  in  time  for  publication  in  the 
December  issue  of  the  Gazette,  and  though 
belonging  properly  to  the  strike  record  for 
November,  were  therefore  not  included  in 
the  table  for  that  month.  Five  men  were 
involved  in  the  strike  in  question,  the  main 
cause  of  which  was  alleged  to  be  sympathy 
with  the  striking  telephone  operatives  and 
linemen  of  Vancouver,  B.C.  Though  the 
strike  at  Vancouver  was  ended  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  the  Victoria  disturbance  was  report- 


ed as  still  in  progress  during  the  closing 
week  of  the  month. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  the  Begin- 
ning of  December. 

Two  disputes  reported  to  the  department 
prior  to  the  beginning  of  December  were 
settled  during  the  month  by  direct  nego- 
tiations between  the  parties  concerned.  Of 
these  a  strike  of  six  female  operatives  of  a 
knitting  mill  at  Hamilton,  Ont,  which  be- 
gan on  November  18,  arose  out  of  the  in- 
troduction of  a  new  system  of  cutting  and 
work  classification  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  operatives,  materially  reduced  the 
weekly  wage.  The  matter  was  amicably 
adjusted  during  the  month,  and  the  strik- 
ers returned  to  work.  A  more  important 
strike  in  progress  at  the  commencement 
of  December  was  that  of  telephone  oper- 
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ators,  linemen  and  repairers  at  Vancouver, 
B.C.,  beginning  on  November  26,  which 
continued  for  over  a  fortnight  and  serious- 
ly inconvenienced  the  business  community 
of  the  locality  in  question.  The  strike  ex- 
tended also  to  the  New  Westminster  em- 
ployees of  the  company,  who  quit  work  on 
November  28.  The  telephone  linemen  in 
Victoria,  to  the  number  of  five,  also  struck 
on  the  29th,  in  sympathy  with  the  Vancou- 
ver union.  Particulars  as  to  the  causes  of 
the  strike  in  question  were  published  in  the 
Labour  Gazette  for  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber, and  the  full  text  of  the  terms  of  settle- 
ment finally  agreed  upon  will  be  found  in 
the  report  of  the  Vancouver  correspondent 
of  the  Gazette  in  the  present  issue.  Dur- 
ing the  course  of  the  strike  various  nego- 
tiations looking  to  a  settlement  were  set 
in  motion,  the  most  notable  being  an  at- 
tempt on  the  part  of  a  number  of  represen- 
tative business  men  of  Vancouver  in  the 
second  week  of  its  progress  to  secure  at 
least  a  temporary  operation  of  the  service. 
A  committee  of  aldermen  appointed  by  the 
city  council  also  conferred  with  the  strik- 
ers and  the  directors  of  the  telephone  com- 
pany. The  matter  was  finally  arranged  by 
conferences  between  the  employees  and  the 
directors  of  the  company,  the  more  impor- 
tant demands  of  the  strikers  being  con- 
ceded. The  question  of  linemen's  wages 
was  one  of  the  most  difficult  points  to  settle, 
the  union  finally  making  a  reduction  of 
20  cents  in  the  amount  demanded. 


Five  other  disputes  in  progress  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month  were  without 
final  settlement  at  the  end.  The  strike  of 
Berlin  woodworkers  remains  practically  un- 
changed from  last  month,  the  firm  filling 
orders  as  usual  with  a  reduced  ■  staff. 
In  the  case  of  the  strike  of  moulders 
at  Toronto,  though  the  establishment 
affected  is  running  and  most  of  the  work- 
men appear  to  have  secured  places  else- 
where, an  active  campaign  is  being  main- 
tained by  the  union  against  the  products 
of  the  firm  in  question.  The  strike  of 
iron  moulders  at  Quebec  is  likewise  prac- 
tically unchanged  from  last  month,  the  es- 
tablishment affected  running  as  usual.  In 
the  case  of  the  strikes  of  the  leather  work- 
ers and  hatters  at  Hamilton,  both  of  the 
firms  affected  are  running  as  usual,  the  hat 
factory,  although  very  busy,  continuing 
with  two  men  in  place  of  the  eight  men 
out  on  strike,  and  the  firm  affected  by  the 
leather  workers'  strike  not  being  pressed 
with  orders  for  horse  collars,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  which  the  striking  employees 
were  engaged.  The  Echo-Chronicle  lock- 
out at  Halifax,  N.S.,  reported  to  the  de- 
partment in  July  last,  has  resulted  in  the 
office  being  filled  with  a  non-union  force, 
the  papers  being  published  continually 
withDut  apparent  embarrassment,  the 
locked-out  employees  having  either  left  the 
city  or  being  employed  in  other  establish- 
ments. 


GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  DECEMBER. 


(Information  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  listl  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  December,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract.  ( 
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Construction  of  a  Drill  Hall,  London,  Ont.    Date  of  Contract,  December  6,  1902. 
Amount  of  contract,  $133,897. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman,  masonry  work. 
Contractor's   foreman,   bricklayer..    . 
Contractor's  foreman,  carpenter  work 

Masons 

Stonecutters 

Bricklayers 

Carpenters 

Stairbuilders 

Joiners 

Blacksmiths , 

Builders'  labourers 

Plasterers 

Plasterers'   labourers 

Plumbers 

Gasfitters 

Steamfitters 

Painters  and  glaziers 

Electricians 

Metal  roofers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Shinglers 

Lathers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart...    ..    , 
Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon . . 

Driver  with  one  horse 

Driver  with   two  horses 

Time-keeper 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate  : 


$3  50  per  day  of  8  hours. 
3  50  "  8 

2  25  "  9 

2  00  **  8 

3  00  "  8 
3  00            "  8 
20  cts.  per  hour,  9  hours  per  day. 
22                "  9 

22  "  9 

$1  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 

1  60  "  8      " 

30  cts.  per  hour,  9  hours  per  day. 

20 

25 

25 

25 

22| 
$2  00  per  day  of 

1  50 


9 

9 
9 
9 
9 

9  hours. 
"  9         " 

1  50  "  9 

20  cts.  per  hour,  9  hours  per  day. 
:02  per  thousand. 
$1  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 

3  00  "  10      " 

4  00  "  10      " 

3  00  "  10      " 

4  00  "  10 

2  00  "  10      " 


Extension  to  Wharf,  Point  Pelee  Island,  Ont.     Date  of  contract,  December  15, 
1902.     Amount  of  contract,  $3,500. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labouk. 


Contractor's  foreman    carpenter  . . 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths'  helpers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver,  with  one  horse   and   cart. 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate 


$2  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 
1  50 
1  25 
1  00 

1  00 

2  00 


Driver,  with  two  horses 3  00 


Construction  of  four  Ice  Piers,  River  St.  Francis,  Richmond,  P.Q.    Date  of  con- 
tract, December  27,  1902.    Amount  of  contract,  $11,317. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman  carpenter. 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmith's  helper 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart 
Driver  with  two  horses 


Rate  of  Wagk 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate  : 


$2  50 

per 

day 

of  10  hours 

2  00 

<< 

2  00 

<< 

1  25 

«« 

1  25 

<< 

2  25 

■  1 

3  00 

<< 

i 
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REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 

AMEKICAN  KEPORT. 
New  Hampshire  Labour  Statistics. 


The  following  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus  were  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  Ottawa,  during  Decem- 
ber, 1902:— 

CANADIAN  REPORT. 
Geographic  Board  Proceedings. 

Fourth  annual  report  of  the  Geographic  Board 
of  Canada  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1902, 
King's  Printer,  Ottawa;  16  pages. 

The  publication  of  the  last  report  of  the 
Geographic  Board  of  Canada  being  de- 
layed, and  the  edition  printed  being  an  un- 
usually large  one,  the  names  were  not 
again  consolidated  this  year,  but  are  pub- 
lished at  once  and  separately.  6,300  names 
for  the  new  map  in  preparation  in  the  De-  esting  articles  are  also  devoted  to  highway 
partment  of  the  Interior  were  submitted  to  statistics,  manual  training,  and  factory  in- 
the  Board  and  approved,  with  the  excep-  spection,  while  strikes,  labour  legislation, 
tion  of  427.  Twelve  meetings  of  the  Board  labour  organization  and  census  statistics 
were  held  during  the  year.  receive  separate  treatment. 


Fourth  biennial  report  of  the  Bureau  of  La- 
bour of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire;  Rumford 
Press  ;  Concord  ;    New  Hampshire;  265  pages. 

The  opening  article  of  this  volume  is 
devoted  to  a  brief  account  of  a  few  of  New 
Hampshire's  leading  industries.  This  is 
followed  by  statistical  tables  in  which  fig- 
ures are  presented  by  industries,  by  aver- 
age daily  wage  rate,  and  by  counties  and 
cities.  An  interesting  sketch  is  also  given 
of  the  creameries  in  operation  in  the  state, 
while  industrial  and  fire  chronologies  occu- 
py two  other  sections  of  the  report.   Inter- 


RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


The  following  synopses  of  cases  affecting  la- 
bour are  taken  from  the  latest  law  reports  and 
other  legal  records  of  the  different  provinces  of 
Canada  : — 

QUEBEC  CASES. 

Case  of  Contradictory  Evidence. 

G.  Cote  was  employed  by  the  Canadian 
Breweries,  Ltd.  On  the  17th  of  April, 
1901,  while  engaged  in  moving  a  bale  of 
hops  in  that  company's  building,  he  fell 
and  broke  his  leg.  At  the  time  he  was 
handling  a  truck  on  which  the  bale  had  just 
been  placed,  and  he  alleged  that  he  had 
started  to  wheel  the  truck,  that  one  of  the 
wheels  came  in  contact  with  one  of  a  num- 
ber of  bolts  which  protruded  from  the  floor, 
that  the  shock  caused  the  truck  to  swing 
violently  around  to  one  side,  and  that  the 
shaft  struck  him  and  knocked  him  down, 
and  that  both  truck  and  bale  fell  on  him 
and  broke  his  left  leg.  He  therefore 
claimed  that  the  accident  was  caused  by  the 
(negligence  of  his  employers,  first,  in  not 
(laving  the  room  properly  lighted ;  secondly, 


in  allowing  bolts  to  protrude  in  the  way  in 
which  they  did;  and  thirdly,  in  not  having 
given  him  warning  of  the  danger  which 
he  ran  on  account  of  the  bolts.  Cote 
therefore  brought  action  against  the  Cana- 
dian Breweries,  Ltd.,  for  $1,000  damages. 

The  employers  denied  negligence,  and 
claimed  that  the  accident  was  caused  en- 
tirely by  Cote's  own  carelessness.  They 
admitted  that  there  were  some  small  bolts 
protruding  from  the  floor,  but  denied  that 
they  had  had  anything  to  do  with  the  acci- 
dent. 

The  evidence  given  at  the  trial  was  con- 
tradictory, but  Cote's  own  testimony  was 
to  the  effect  that  the  shock  was  caused  by 
an  obstruction  of  the  right  wheel;  while  in 
the  opinion  of  the  court  the  evidence 
showed  that  there  was  no  bolt  in  any  posi- 
tion where  it  could  obstruct  the  right 
wheel.  There  was  no  other  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  Cote's  theory,  but  on  the  other  hand 
other  eye-witnesses  of  the  accident  testified 
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thai  hig  fall  was  not  caused  by  any  ob- 
struction of  the  truck  wheel,  but  that  he 
slipped  and  fell  while  tilting  the  bale  on  to 
the  truck,  and  before  the  latter  had  been 
set  in  motion. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  court  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  accident  could  not  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  there  were  bolts 
protruding  above  the  level  of  the  floor  in 
the  room  where  it  occurred;  that  being  so, 
it  was  not  necessary  to  decide  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  sufficient  light  to  enable 
Cote  to  see  the  bolts,  or  whether  he  should 
have  been  warned  to  avoid  them.  The  ac- 
tion was  therefore  dismissed. 

(Cote  vs.  Canadian  Breweries,  Ltd.  Judg- 
ment given  in  the  Superior  Court  at  Montreal 
by   Mr.    Justice    Doherty,   Dec.    27,    1902.) 

Employee  allowed  to  do  Dangerous  Work. 

F  was  employed  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  and  was  working  with 
V,  both  being  under  the  orders  of  a  fore- 
man of  the  company.  A  drift  pin  was  being 
driven  in  a  boiler  to  act  as  a  rivet.  The 
point  broke  off  under  a  heavy  blow  from 
the  hammer,  and  hit  F  in  the  eye,  of  which 
he  subsequently  lost  the  use  on  account  of 
this  accident.  F  sued  the  company  for 
$999  damages,  alleging  that  the  accident 
was  caused  by  its  negligence  or  that  of  its 
foreman.  The  court  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  work  which  was  being  done  at 
the  time  of  the  accident  was  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous nature  and  that  the  company  was 
negligent  in  not  having  had  F  duly  warned 
of  the  risks  incidental  to  such  work. 
Judgment  was  therefore  given  in  favour  of 
F  for  the  full  amount  claimed,  together 
with  the  costs  of  the  action. 

(Foster  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
Judgment  given  in  the  Superior  Court  by  Mr. 
Justice  Trenholme,  Jan.  2,  1903.) 


city  about  two  years  ago  by  coming  in  con- 
tact with  a  live  wire.  His  widow  sued  the 
city,  alleging  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
corporation,  and  asked  $3,000  damages  for 
herself  personally  and  $5,000  as  tutor  to 
her  minor  children.  The  corporation 
denied  that  there  had  been  any  negligence 
on  its  part  and  claimed  that  the  deceased 
was  well  aware  of  the  ordinary  danger  to 
which  his  work  made  him  liable,  and  that 
on  account  of  its  dangerous  nature  he  re- 
ceived higher  wages  than  would  otherwise 
have  been  paid  him.  This  was  maintained 
and  the  court  dismissed  the  action. 

(Tremblay  vs.  City  of  Hull.  Judgement  deliv- 
ered in  the  Superior  Court  by  Mr.  Justice  Robi- 
doux,  December  10,  1902.) 

The  distinction  between  this  and  the  pre- 
vious case  is  that  in  the  former  instance 
the  employee  was  not  warned  of  the  dan- 
gerous character  of  the  work  he  was 
directed  to  do,  and  the  employers  were 
therefore  liable  for  the  accident.  In  the 
latter  case,  on  the  other  hand,  the  employee 
had  been  told  of  the  danger  connected  with 
the  work  he  was  doing,  and  was  also  paid 
for  it  accordingly. 


John  Gilboy  was  employed  by  the  Can- 
ada Rubber  Company,  and  no  January  21, 
1901,  while  so  employed  his  hand  was  ' 
crushed  in  a  roller  at  which  he  was  work- 
ing in  the  company's  factory.  He  sued  the 
company,  claiming  $6,000  damages,  upon 
the  ground  that  in  one  respect  the  roller  at 
which  he  was  working  was  broken.  At  the 
trial  it  was  proved  that  the  roller  was  in 
fact  broken  at  the  time,  but  it  was  not 
shown  that  this  had  caused  the  accident, 
and  Gilboy's  action  was  therefore  dismissed. 

Joseph  Tremblay,  who  was  employed  by       .(Gilboy  vs.   Canada    Rubber    Co.      Judgment 
,  .  / '  given  in  the  Superior  Court  at  Montreal,  by  Mr. 

the  corporation  oi  Hull,  was  killed  in  that     justice  Doherty,   December,  1902.) 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken 
to  have  information  as  complete  and 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re- 
ports, legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or 
opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Ottawa,  February  15,  1903. 

Publication  is  resumed  in  the  present  is- 
sue of  the  Labour  Gazette  of  the  articles 
dealing  with  the  growth  and  present  posi- 
tion of  labour  organization  in  Canada,  and 
the  wages  and  hours  of  railway  employees 
in  Canada.  The  first  articles  of  these  series 
were  published  in  the  September,  1902,  is- 
sue of  the  Gazette,  and  continued  in  the 
October  and  December  numbers. 

Owing  to  the  space  required  for  the  re- 
views in  regard  to  industrial  and  labour 
conditions  in  Canada  during  1902,  the  series 
was  interrupted  in  the  January  number  of 
the  Gazette.  The  subject  of  labour  organi- 
zation has  been  already  dealt  with  in  so  far 
as  the  maritime  provinces  and  the  province 
of  Quebec  are  concerned.  In  the  Decem- 
ber number  a  descriptive  account  of  the  or- 
ganizations existing  in  the  province  of  On- 
tario was  given.  The  present  number  con- 
tains a  statistical  account  of  the  growth  of 
organization  in  this  province.  Tables  on 
the  wages  and  hours  of  railway  conductors, 
locomotive  engineers  and  locomotive  fire- 
men have  already  been  published  in  connec- 
tion with  the  series  of  articles  on  the  wages 
and  hours  of  railway  employees.     In   the 


present  number  the  series  is  continued  with 
statistical  tables  on  the  rates  of  wages  of 
baggagemen  and  brakemen.  These  tables 
are  to  be  followed  in  succeeding  numbers 
of  the  Gazette  with  others  dealing  with  the 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  employment  of 
maintenance-of-way  men,  yardmen,  switch- 
men, freight  handlers  and  telegraphers. 

In  the  present  number  is  introduced  for 
the  first  time  a  review  of  important  indus- 
trial inventions  for  which  patents  have 
been  obtained  from  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment. Similar  articles  will  appear  as  a 
regular  feature  of  the  Gazette.  Where  in- 
ventions are  of  very  great  importance  a 
somewhat  lengthy  account  will  be  given; 
in  other  cases  mention  only  will  be  made 
in  a  general  review.  This  feature  is  being- 
introduced  into  the  Gazette  in  compliance 
with  requests  which  have  been  made  by  in- 
terested readers  and  subscribers,  and  while 
mentioning  this,  opportunity  may  again  be 
taken  of  pointing  out  that  the  Gazette  will 
at  all  times  welcome  suggestions  whereby 
its  columns  can  be  made  to  serve  more 
effectually  the  purposes  for  which  they  are 
intended. 

A  short  article  on  the  subject  of  agricul- 
ture in  British  Columbia  also  appears.  It 
is  based  on  statistical  information  contain- 
ed in  a  census  bulletin  issued  during  the 
month  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

The  regular  features  of  the  Gazette,  in- 
cluding the  review  of  labour  and  industrial 
conditions  during  the  preceding  month,  re- 
ports of  correspondents  from  the  important 
industrial  centres  of  the  Dominion,  classi- 
fication of  the  existing  strikes  and  lock- 
outs, with  particulars  in  reference  to  the 
same ;  a  review  of  important  blue-books  and 
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other  publications  in  regard  to  labour,  and  During  the  month  of  January,  Mr.  W.  W. 

an  account  of  recent  legal  decisions  affect-  Edgar,  B.A.,  formerly  of  the  Library  of 

ing  labour  are  all  features  of  the  present  Parliament,  was  appointed  a  clerk  in  the 

issue.  Department  of  Labour. 

INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR   CONDITIONS  DURING  THE   MONTH   OF 

JANUARY. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


THE  market  for  labour  in  Canada  dur- 
ing the  month  of  January  was  char- 
acterized to  a  degree  by  the  quietness  inci- 
dental to  the  time  of  year,  the  reaction  from 
the  activity  of  the  Christmas  and  New 
Year  holiday  season,  and  the  prevailing  un- 
favourable weather  having  been  main 
features  in  the  general  industrial  situ- 
ation. Conditions  throughout  the  month, 
however,  compared  with  those  of  the  cor- 
responding period  of  last  year  were  very 
favourable.  Though  work  in  the  custom- 
ary out-of-door  occupations  was  in  most 
localities  brought  to  a  standstill,  in  others 
it  was  exceptionally  active,  and  the  lack  of 
employment  created  by  the  season  in  these 
branches  of  industry  was  very  largely  alle- 
viated by  the  beginning  of  operations  in 
ice  harvesting,  unskilled  labour  having  par- 
ticularly benefited  by  the  demand  for  work- 
men in  this  connection.  Thus,  while  the 
building  trades  were  generally  quiet,  in 
Hamilton,  Toronto  and  other  centres  in 
Ontario,  the  month  was  as  active  as  any  in 
the  past  season.  The  metal  trades  were  no- 
ticeably busy,  and  manufacturing  generally 
reported  satisfactory  conditions  and  pros- 
pects. The  work  of  snow  shovelling  in 
various  cities  also  gave  employment  to  large 
numbers  of  this  class  of  workmen.  The 
number  of  new  labour  disturbances  report- 
ed to  the  department  was  4,  compared  with 
double  that  number  in  January,  1902.  Some 
instances  of  decreases  in  wages  to  common 
labour  were  reported,  but  carriage  painters 
at  Chatham,  and  members  of  the  police  de- 
partment at  Hamilton  received  increases. 
One  instance  of  reduction  of  hours  was  re- 
ported to  the  department,  namely,  that  of 
iron  moulders  at  Vancouver  and  New  West- 
minster, who,  commencing  with  January, 
obtained  a  nine  hour  instead  of  a  ten  hour 


day,  with  pay  remaining  the  same.  At 
Victoria,  B.C.,  it  was  decided  by  vote  of 
the  municipality  that  8  hours  should  hence- 
forth constitute  a  day's  labour  for  civic 
employees. 

General  Industrial  Activity. 

In  the  agricultural  industry  conditions 
during  the  past  month  have  been  quiet,  the 
chief  interest  centering  in  the  marketing  of 
the  season's  crops.  Prices  for  agricultural 
products  maintained  on  the  whole  a  satis- 
factory level,  the  market  for  potatoes  in 
Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  for  oats  in  Mani- 
toba, being  particularly  strong.  By  in- 
struction of  the  Canadian  Minister  of  Agri- 
culture another  distribution  will  be  made 
in  the  spring  of  samples  of  the  most  pro- 
ductive sorts  of  grain  to  Canadian  farmers 
for  the  improvement  of  seed.  The  distri- 
bution will  consist  of  samples  of  oats,  spring 
wheat,  barley,  Indian  corn,  and  potatoes. 
The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Dairymen's  Association  of  Eastern  Ontario 
was  held  in  Ottawa  beginning  on  January 
17,  and  was  attended  by  about  150  delegates. 

The  appointment  of  Mr.  Kyley,  M.P.,  for 
Victoria,  B.C.,  in  place  of  the  late  G.  R. 
Maxwell  on  the  Dominion  commission  of 
inquiry  into  the  fisheries  of  British  Colum- 
bia was  announced  on  January  6.  During 
the  month  the  Dominion  Commissioner  of 
Fisheries  received  instructions  to  investi- 
gate conditions  in  the  sardine  fisheries  off 
the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia,  especially  in  ;he 
Digby  district.  According  to  an  official  re- 
turn of  the  month  there  were  280  million 
eggs  of  salmon,  whitefish,  pickerel  and  lob- 
sters hatched  and  placed  in  Canadian  waters 
during  the  last  fiscal  year.  Four  new 
hatcheries  were  also  built  during  the  year, 
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and  large  shipments  of  salmon  fry  made  to 
Australia  and  New  Zealand. 

The  greater  part  of  the  1903  cut  of  lum- 
ber of  the  Ottawa  district  mills  has  been 
sold,  British  buyers  having  contracted  for 
a  large  part  of  the  output.  Prices  are  re- 
ported in  the  neighbourhood  of  ten  per  cent 
higher  than  last  year.  The  production  of 
deals  in  the  Ottawa  valley,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  less  than  in  1902. 

In  the  mining  industry  an  event  of  im- 
portance was  the  issuing  on  January  5,  by 
the  Department  of  Mines  of  British  Col- 
umbia, of  the  report  of  the  official  commis- 
sion on  the  Fernie  coal  mines  explosion  in 
May  last.  The  mineralogist  of  the  depart- 
ment states  that  the  most  tenable  theory  is 
that  it  was  an  explosion  of  gas,  or  of  gas 
and  dust,  of  which  the  cause  almost  cer- 
tainly was  from  a  naked  light.  He  recom- 
mends more  watering  regulations,  and  the 
establishment  of  better  means  of  determin 
ing  the  condition  of  the  mines.  The  sec- 
ond commissioner  is  of  the  opinion  that  the 
dry  and  dusty  condition  of  the  rooms  on 
the  level  affected,  and  the  uncovering  of  the 
blower  in  the  roof  of  the  level  on  the  after- 
noon of  May  22  constituted  the  combination 
of  dangers.  He  recommends  more  water- 
ing regulations,  and  better  means  of  deter- 
mining the  condition  of  the  mines.  The 
third  commissioner  assigns  the  cause  of  the 
explosion  to  a  miner's  safety  lamp  or  from 
the  striking  of  a  match.  He  advises  the 
use  of  dust-tight  cars  and  thorough  water- 
ing. 

Manufacturing  throughout  Canada,  es- 
pecially in  the  province  of  Ontario,  was 
generally  active  during  January  in  view  of 
the  favourable  prospects  reported  for  the 
coming  spring  season. 

Earnings   of  Transportation   Companies. 

It  was  estimated  during  the  month  that 
the  three  great  railway  systems  of  Canada, 
the  Canadian  Pacific,  the  Grand  Trunk  and 
Intercolonial  railways,  earned  during  1902 
some  $75,675,842,  the  largest  ever  recorded 
in  the  history  of  Canadian  railways.  Fav- 
ourable as  the  showing  is,  it  is  conceded 


that  the  total  would  have  been  materially 
advanced  had  the  companies  been  in  a  posi- 
tion to  handle  all  the  freight  that  was  of- 
fered. The  business  of  transportation  in 
fact  was  limited  only  by  the  capacity  of  the 
rolling  stock  and  motive  power  of  the  com- 
panies, and  every  prospect  for  the  coming 
few  months  points  to  continued  activity. 
Of  the  total  mentioned  above  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  earned  from  all 
sources  last  year  about  $39,584,000,  as 
against  $34,053,000  in  1901.  The  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company's  gross  earnings 
amounted  to  $30,036,479,  as  compared  with 
$28,954,000  in  1901.  The  gross  earnings  of 
the  Intercolonial  from  January  to  Novem- 
ber 30,  were  $5,555,368,  to  which  must  be 
added  the  earnings  of  December,  estimated 
at  about  $500,000.  The  gain  of  the  Inter- 
colonial during  the  first  half  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  is  estimated  at  $383,981.  In  es- 
timating the  general  earnings  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  the  figures  quoted 
above  are  inclusive  of  railway,  steamship, 
telegraph  and  hotel  earnings,  but  not  of  the 
revenue  derived  from  land  sales,  from 
which  the  company  received  $8,140,000  dur- 
ing the  year,  as  against  $2,640,000  in  1901. 
Concurrent  with  these  advances  there  have 
been  very  material  increases  in  the  facili- 
ties of  all  three  railways,  and  in  the  num- 
bers of  men  employed.  Approximately 
speaking,  the  following  is  a  statement  of 
the  orders  for  rolling  stock  given  by  the 
various  companies  during  the  year: — 

Canadian  Pacific— Freight  cars,  2,054  box,  80,- 
000  pounds  capacity  ;  1,000  box,  60,000  pounds  ; 
100  ore,  60,000  pounds  ;  118  stock,  60,000  pounds; 
119  cabocse  ;  1,500  flat,  60,000  pounds  ;  1005 
coal,  80,000  pounds  ;  100  refrigerator,  60,000 
pounds.  Passenger  cars,  17  boarding,  1  observa- 
tion, 6  baggage,  50  coaches,  6  sleepers,  14  pull- 
man  coaches,  4  diners,  11  baggage.  Engines,  78 
compound,   66  simple. 

Grand  Trunk  Railway— Freight  cars,  1,379  of 
60,000  pounds  capacity,  2,000  box,  60,000  pounds  ; 
122  coal,  80,000.  Passenger  cars,  15  coaches,  10 
baggage.     Locomotives,   35  compound,   5  simple. 

Intercolonial  Railway — Freight  cars,  250  box, 
60,000  pounds  capacity.    Engines,  27  simple. 

Canadian  Northern — Freight  cars,  400  box,  60,- 
000  pounds  capacity.  Passenger,  1  dining,  3 
sleepers,  4  coaches,  2  tourist.  Locomotives,  20 
simple. 

Algoma  Central— Freight  cars,  200  flat,  80,000 
pounds  capacity  ;  100  box,  80,000  pounds.  En- 
gines, 4  simple. 


574 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Febbuaby,  1903 


Rapid  progress  is  being  made  with  the 
work  of  construction  on  the  Temiskaming 
railway,  over  1,200  men  being  employed  at 
grading.  Work  will  not  be  stopped  during 
the  winter  months.  During  the  month  the 
work  of  moving  the  western  crops  was  ac- 
tively continued,  the  amount  of  grain 
brought  down  by  the  all-rail  route  for  ship^ 
ment  at  St.  John,  N.B.,  being  noticeably 
increased.  The  question  of  freight  rates 
in  the  west,  especially  in  the  matter  of  the 
distinctions  made  between  eastbound  and 
westbound  freights  west  of  Winnipeg,  was 
considerably  discussed. 

Foreign  Trade. 

Trade  returns  of  the  Dominion  for  the 
six  months  ended  December  31,  show  an  ag- 
gregate foreign  trade  amounting  to  $231,- 
342,201,  compared  with  $213,231,609  for  the 
same  period  of  1901,  or  an  increase  of  $18,- 
110,592.  The  trade  of  the  six  months  in 
question,  accordingly,  is  about  eleven  mil- 
lions greater  than  for  the  whole  of  the  year 
1896,  the  increase  being  fairly  well  divided 
between  imports  and  exports.  The  details 
for  the  period  are  as  follows : — 

Imports.  1901.  1902. 

Dutiable   goods $  56,936,189      $  64,582,101 

Free    goods 38,627,997  38,619,513 

Coin  and  bullion 4,098,663  2,839,121 

$  99,662,849     $  106,040,735 
Duty  collected 15,678,543  17,814,116 

Exports. 

Domestic $113,568,760      $125,301,466 

Foreign 10,471,062  7,396,554 

Coin  and  bullion  . .    . .        1,500,272  284,721 

$125,540,094      $  132,982,741 

Exports  show  a  decrease  in  the  produce 
of  the  mine  of  about  three  million  dollars, 
and  of  about  one  million  dollars  in  the  fish- 
eries. Forest  wealth,  on  the  other  hand, 
shows  an  increase  of  over  three  millions: 
animals  and  their  produce  of  over  seven 
millions;  and  manufactures  of  nearly  one 
million.  For  the  month  of  December  there 
was  an  increase  in  imports  over  December, 
1901,  of  about  one  million  and  a  half,  and 
in  exports  of  about  five  million  dollars. 

The  improvement  in  lights  and  warnings 
being  effected  in  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the 


Bay  of  Fundy  by  the  Canadian  Department 
of  Marine  are  expected  to  very  materially 
benefit  the  shipping  trade  of  the  country. 
In  this  connection  attention  should  be  di- 
rected to  the  volume  of  winter  business  re- 
ported in  January  from  the  port  of  St. 
John.  Imports  for  the  Canadian  market 
are  being  brought  in  more  and  more  by 
steamers  running  to  and  from  Canadian 
ports,  a  feature  of  special  importance  to 
the  transportation  companies  in  the  way 
of  providing  return  cargoes  for  the  cars 
employed  in  the  export  trade. 

Imperial    Trade  Prospects. 

A  recent  report  received  from  the  Do- 
minion trade  agent  in  South  Africa  alludes 
particularly  to  openings  for  Canadian  boots 
and  shoes,  lumber,  flour,  vegetables,  butter, 
carriages,  rolling  stock,  and  agricultural 
implements.  Tanners  and  woollen  manu- 
facturers in  the  Dominion,  it  is  advised, 
should  arrange  to  secure  hides  and  wool  by 
direct  steamer  to  Canada,  instead  of  pur- 
chasing the  same  materials  in  the  London 
market.  A  report  received  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Commerce  from  the 
Canadian  commercial  agent  in  Jamaica 
states  that  Ontario  brands  of  flour  are  find- 
ing a  ready  market  in  the  island,  but  that 
the  general  trade  with  Jamaica  requires 
better  methods  of  shipment,  especially  in 
the  matter  of  the  size  of  packages. 

Dominion  Revenue. 

For  the  six  months  ended  December  31, 
the  revenue  of  Canada  on  account  of  Con- 
solidated Fund  amounted  to  $31,262,862,  a 
surplus  over  all  expenditures  combined  of 
$7,589,199,  and  over  ordinary  expenditure 
alone  of  $11,713,174.  Compared  with  the 
same  period  of  1901,  the  revenue  shows  a: 
gain  of  $3,579,007,  the  increase  in  ordinary 
expenditure  during  the  period  being  $467,- 
457.  Capital  expenditure  amounted  to 
$4,123,975,  or  $2,577,233  less  than  for  the 
first  six  months  of  the  previous  fiscal  year. 
A  decrease  of  $1,510,270  was  made  in  the 
public  debt.  The  following  table  gives  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  two  periods : — 
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Total  to  December  31. 

Revenue.  1901. 

Customs $  15,810,647 

Excise 5,787,957 

Post  office 1,685,000 

Public  works,   including 

railways 3,196,805 

Miscellaneous 1,203,444 


Total $  27,683,855 

Expenditure 19,082,731 

Capital  Expenditure. 

Public    works,   railways 
and  canals $    4,446,677 

Dominion   Lands    ..    ..  129,419 

Militia,   capital 40,694 

Railway  subsidies  ....        1,642,381 

Bounty     on     iron     and 
steel 269,318 

South    African    contin- 
gent   173,054 

North-west    Territories 
rebellion 337 


1902. 

%  18,018,520 
6,127,616 
1,905,000 

3,732,776 
1,478,949 

%  31,262,862 
19,549,688 


$    2,778,991 

140,855 

43,879 

802,308 

182,470 

176,566 

1,096 

Total $     6,701,208      $    4,123,975 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  revenue  for  the  six  months  in  question 
was  nearly  as  great  as  for  the  whole  year 
of  1895,  the  total  for  the  latter  period  being 
$33,978,129.47. 

Domestic  Trade. 

There  has  been  a  natural  reaction 
throughout  the  country  from  the  activity 
of  the  holiday  trade  of  the  closing  weeks  of 
December,  which  was  the  heaviest  ever  ex- 
perienced in  the  Dominion.  The  effect, 
however,  on  future  domestic  trade  pros- 
pects has  been  most  favourable,  retailers  on 
the  whole  having  carried  over  very  small 
stocks  from  last  year,  and  profits  having 
been  exceptionally  satisfactory.  Supplies 
of  all  sorts  of  staple  goods,  it  is  expected, 
will  have  to  be  increased,  owing  largely  to 
the  prosperity  of  western  Canada,  and  to 
the  increased  population  in  that  section  of 
the  country.  Pending  shipments  of  goods 
to  meet  these  demands  the  sorting  trade, 
towards  the  close  of  the  month,  was  active. 
Weather  conditions  throughout  January 
were  on  the  whole  beneficial  to  trade.  Pay- 
ments were  well  kept  up,  and  developments 
in  the  money  markets  were  generally  of  a 
favourable  character. 

Expansion  in   Canadian   Banking. 

A  feature  of  special  significance  in  con- 
nection with  the  increased  volume  of  Cana- 
dian domestic  and  foreign  trade  has  been 


the  extent  to  which  the  various  chartered 
banks  of  Canada  have  extended  their  facili- 
ties during  the  past  year.  In  addition  to 
the  establishment  of  two  new  chartered  in- 
stitutions with  branches  throughout  the 
country,  the  banks  already  in  existence 
opened  new  branches  on  a  scale  not  equalled 
before  within  a  similar  space  of  time.  This 
extension  of  branches  was  most  prominent 
in  Ontario,  with  Manitoba  a  close  second. 
The  following  statement  with  regard  to  the 
establishment  of  branches  by  leading  Cana- 
dian banks  during  1902  is  of  interest  as 
showing  the  development  of  the  banking 
business  in  different  parts  of  the  country: 

Canadian  Bank  of  Commerce — Ladysmith, 
B.C.;  Carman,  Dauphin,  Elgin,  Gilbert  Plains, 
Grandview,  Neepawa,  Swan  River,  Treherne, 
Manitoba  ;  Calgary,  Edmonton,  Medicine  Hat, 
Moosomin,  North-west  Territories  ;  Wiarton, 
Ont.  ;    Sydney,  N.S. 

Traders'  Bank — Lakefield,  Prescott,  Rodney, 
Schomberg,  Woodstock,   Ont. 

Bank  of  Toronto — Creemore,  Elmvale,  Mill- 
brook,  Sudbury,  Thornbury,  Ont.  ;  Gaspe  Basin, 
Quebec  ;    Oakville,   Ont. 

Imperial  Bank — North  Bay,  Cranbrook,  Vic- 
toria, B.C.,   Wetaskiwin,   Man. 

Ontario  Bank — Carlton  Street,  Toronto  ;  Col- 
lingwood,  Ont. 

Dominion  Bank — Boissevain,  Brandon,  Delor- 
aine,   Grenfell,   Selkirk,   Man.;    Sandon,   B.C. 

Standard  Bank — Beaverton,  Lucan,  Parkhill, 
Orono,  Ont.;    Bay  Street,  Toronto. 

Union  Bank — Areola,  High  River,  Cardston, 
Okotoks,  Medicine  Hat,  Qu'Appelle,  Pincher 
Creek,  Sintaluta,  Wolseley,  Wapella,  Frank, 
Oxbow,  Didsbury,  Fort  Saskatchewan,  N.W.T. ; 
Birtle,  Rapid  City,  Cypress  River,  Shoal  Lake, 
Minnedosa,  Russell,  Man. 

Metropolitan  Bank — Petrolea,  Peterborough, 
East  Toronto  ;  College  and  Bathurst  streets, 
Dundas  and   Arthur  streets,   Toronto. 

Sovereign  Bank — Amherstburg,  Crediton,  Exe- 
ter, Milverton,  Mount  Albert,  Newmarket,  Ot- 
tawa, Perth,  St.  Catharines,  Stirling,  Stouffville, 
Sutton,  Waterloo,  Unionville  and  Clinton,  Ont. 
Bank  of  Nova  Scotia — Hamilton. 
Merchants  Bank  of  Canada — Beauharnois, 
Que.;  Cardiff,  Assa. ;  Crediton,  Ont.;  Creemore, 
Ont.;  Little  Current,  Ont.;  Leduc,  Alberta,  Mc- 
Gregor, Man.;  Meaford,  Ont.;  Morrice,  Man.; 
Oak  Lake,  Man.;  Red  Deer,  Alberta  and  White- 
wood,  Assa. 

Bank  of  Hamilton — Miami,  Man.;  Dunnville, 
Hagersville  ;  Indian  Head,  Manitou,  Minnedosa, 
Stonewall,  Saskatoon,  Man.,  and  others. 

Bank  of  Montreal — Collingwood,  Paris  ;  Ray- 
mond, N.W.T.,  and  one  in  Newfoundland. 

At  a  special  meeting  of  shareholders  of 
the  Bank  of  Montreal,  held  in  January,  it 
was  resolved  to  increase  the  capital  stock 
by  $2,000,000,  divided  into  10,000  shares  of 
$200  each.  It  was  also  decided  to  apply  to 
Parliament  for  permission  to  subdivide  the 
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capital  stock  into  shares  of  the  par  value  of 
$100  each. 

The   Immigration  Movement. 

The  annual  report  of  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June 
30,  1902,  appeared  during  the  month  of 
January,  and  a  large  share  of  its  space  was 
devoted  to  the  subject  of  immigration.  The 
surest  indication  that  the  settlers  brought 
in  under  the  auspices  of  the  government  of 
Canada  during  the  past  three  or  four  years 
are  of  a  desirable  class  is  regarded  to  be  the 
fact  that  they  have  proved  self-sustaining, 
and  are  gradually  becoming  merged  with 
the  population  already  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  western  Canada.  No  case  of 
distress  or  actual  want  on  the  part  of  new 
arrivals  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  de- 
partment during  the  year.  As  compared 
with  1901  the  per  capita  cost  of  immigrants 
during  1902  was  as  follows: — 

1901.  1902. 

Continental $2  65  $2  44 

British 9  58  7  01 

United    States 7  96  6  74 

Average 6  11  5  29 

Including  the  expense  of  looking  after 
settlers  already  in  Canada  the  average  per 
capita  cost  was  $7.34  in  1902,  or  a  reduc- 
tion of  about  $1  as  compared  with  1901. 
As  a  further  proof  of  the  general  satisfac- 
toriness  of  the  class  of  people  brought  in 
as  immigrants,  the  fact  is  adduced  that  the 
increased  settlement  within  the  last  two 
years  has  so  increased  the  demand  for  hold- 
ings as  to  cause  the  price  of  land  and  scrip 
to  more  than  double  in  value.  '  The  agri- 
cultural capability  of  Manitoba  and  the 
Territories/  says  the  report,  '  are  now  ques- 
tioned by  none.'  The  influx  of  practical 
agriculturists  from  the  western  states  is 
pointed  to  as  further  evidence  that  the  ut- 
most confidence  now  exists  as  to  the  suit- 
ability of  western  Canada  as  a  field  for  set- 
tlement. With  regard  to  the  Yukon  the  re- 
port asserts  that  the  day  of  inflated  and 
extravagant  prices  in  that  territory  would 
appear  to  be  passed,  and  that  the  district 
may  now  be  said  to  have  entered  upon  an 
era  of  steady  progress  and  improvement. 
i  The  mineral  resources  of  the  territory,  far 


from  showing  signs  of  exhaustion,  are  only 
now  beginning  to  be  understood,  and  those 
who  have  given  them  careful  study,  backed 
by  experience  in  other  gold  fields,  pronounce 
them  to  be  practically  inexhaustible.' 

Statistics  published  by  the  British  Board 
of  Trade  in  January  drew  attention  to  the 
fact  that  although  the  United  States  re- 
ceived considerably  more  immigrants  of  Bri- 
tish origin  than  Canada,  the  latter  obtains 
almost  all  the  British  agriculturists  who 
come  to  this  continent.  Of  the  27,259  im- 
migrants from  the  British  Islands  who  came 
to  Canada  last  year,  the  great  majority  were 
farmers,  or  farm  labourers,  their  families 
and  domestic  servants.  Notwithstanding 
this  fact,  however,  the  Colonization  Depart- 
ment of  the  Ontario  government  reported 
itself  as  being  in  daily  receipt  of  applica- 
tions from  farmers  throughout  the  province 
for  British  labourers  suitable  for  work  on 
farms.  It  was  announced  also  during  the 
month  that  the  2,000  British  farmers  and 
agricultural  labourers  who  are  to  settle  at 
Saskatoon  will  sail  on  March  21.  The  im- 
migration branch  of  the  High  Commis- 
sioner's office  continued  to  be  crowded  daily 
during  January  with  inquiries  as  to  condi- 
tions in  Canada  as  a  field  for  immigration. 

The  report  on  juvenile  immigration  into 
Ontario  for  the  last  year,  issued  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Neglected  Children, 
shows  the  total  number  imported  to  be 
1,256,  compared  with  1,165  last  year.  Only 
two  serious  crimes  were  attributed  to  child- 
ren of  this  class  during  the  year,  owing 
largely,  in  the  opinion  of  the  superinten- 
dent, to  the  rigid  inspection  system  now 
enforced  by  the  Ontario  government  agent 
in  Great  Britain.  In  addition  to  this  pro- 
vision, each  child,  under  the  new  regula- 
tion must  spend  a  period  in  one  of  the  old 
country  homes  before  being  allowed  to  sail 
for  this  country. 


The   Settlement   of   the  West. 

The  report  of  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior already  mentioned  shows  that  the 
largest  companies  holding  land  grants  from 
the  government,  sold  among  them  last  year, 
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2,261,795  acres,  or  1,580,768  acres  in  excess  peg  for  December,  1902,  were  $139,283.88, 
of  the  sales  of  1901.  The  combined  area  of  while  the  figures  for  1901  were  $92,091. 
lands  disposed  of  by  the  department,  under  This  is  the  largest  increase  in  the  history- 
homestead  entry,  sale  and  in  reduction  of  of  the  port,  and  may  be  cited  as  significant 
half-breed  scrip,  and  by  the  railway  com-  of  the  progress  of  development  in  western 


panies  amounted  to  4,954,8.47  acres.  The 
fact  that  in  1896  only  108,616  acres  of  land 
were  sold  by  companies,  and  only  1,857 
homestead  entries  were  recorded  by  the  de- 
partment, whereas  last  year  2,201,775  acres 


Canada. 


Notes. 


Representatives  of  the  Lord's  Day  Alli- 


were  sold  by  companies,  and  14,663  entries  ance  and  of  the  dominion  Trades  Congress 
granted  by  the  department  is  additional  interviewed  different  members  of  the  Do- 
evidence  of  the  enormous  development  in  mimon  Cabinet  on  January  10,  with  a  view 
the  movement  for  the  settlement  of  the  west  to  PromotmS  tne  observance  of  the  Sabbath 
which  has  taken  place  during  the  past  six  m  vanous  branches  of  work  under  fcderal 
years.  control. 

Although  the  year  1901  was  considered  The  annual  report  of  the  assessment  corn- 
remarkable  in  the  business  transactions  of  missioner  of  the  city  of  Ottawa  shows  the 
the  land  department  of  the  Canadian  Pa-  total  assessment  of  the  city  to  be  $29,362,- 
cific  Railway  Company,  the  year  recently  495>  an  increase  over  that  of  1901  of  $1,- 
closed  exceeded  the  earlier  record  by  nearly  941,755.  Land  values  show  an  increase  of 
six  million  dollars.  The  sales  for  the  $763,935 ;  improvements  an  increase  of  $1,- 
month  of  December  alone  totalled  577,382  160,370;  and  income  and  personal  an  in- 
acres  for  $1,683,289.45,  as  against  131,151  crease  o*f  $17,450. 

acres   for   $403,261.78   in   December,    1901.  Returns   of   building   operations   carried 

For  the  year  1902  the  sales  were  2,420,000  on  in  Toronto  duri  1902  show  the  araount 
acres    for    $8,140,000    as    against    831,922 


acres  for  $2,640,000  in  1901.  The  increase 
in  acreage  sold,  accordingly,  amounted  to 
1,588,078  acres.  The  Canada  North-west 
Lands  Company's  sales  showed  only  a  slight 
increase  for  December,  but  were  four  times 
as  large  for  the  year  as  during  1901.  Dur- 
ing the  past  month  sales  by  this  company 
amounted  to  25,458  acres  for  $415,940,  as 
against  24,490  acres  for  $102,450  during 
1901. 


of  building  in  that  city  to  have  been  on  a 
scale  never  before  equalled.  Permits  to  the 
aggregate  value  of  $3,834,923  were  issued, 
but  as  the  permit  for  the  King  Edward 
Hotel,  which  was  built  this  year  was  issued 
in  December,  1901,  the  total  value  of  build- 
ings erected  during  the  season  was  at  least 
$1,000,000  higher  than  that  figure.  The 
largest  total  for  a  year  prior  to  1902  was 
$4,390,900  in  1891.     Returns  from  various 


other  cities  of  the  Dominion  show  propor- 
Customs  returns  for  the  port  of  Winni-     tional  increases. 


II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  .THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  of  January  has  been  a  very 
good  one  for  the  season  of  the  year,  and  in 
point  of  general  activity  exceeded  that  of 
I  the  previous  month.  The  weather,  how- 
ever, was  very  severe.     Had  it  not  been  for 


this  circumstance,  the  season  would  have 
surpassed  any  for  years  past.  The  building 
trades  are  beginning  to  relax,  although 
considerable  construction  work  is  being  car- 
ried on.  Wharf  labourers,  coal  handlers, 
and  kindred  occupations  have  had  a  splen- 
did month,  the  exceptional  activity  in  these 
lines  being  caused  by  an  unusually  large 
number  of  ocean  liners  arriving  at  this 
port.       Painters  have  also  had  a  splendid 
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month  for  tlie  season,  and  the  outlook  is 
bright.  The  printing  trade  retains  its  ac- 
tivity, and  the  general  outlook  is  one  of 
good  promise.  Wholesale  trade  is  about 
normal,  and  retailers  report  business  fairly 
good.  A  movement  is  on  foot,  instituted 
by  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  which 
has  for  its  object  the  raising  of  the  wages 
paid  by  the  Imperial  government  on  its 
various  works  in  the  district  to  the  stand- 
ard of  wages  paid  by  local  contractors. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  fishing  industry  has  been  normal,  but 
the  very  rough  weather  has  prevented  ac- 
tivity in  this  industry. 

Lumbering ,  manufacturing  and  mining, 
particularly  the  last  named,  are  reported  to 
have  had  a  busy  month. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons, carpenters  and  joiners  are  fairly  ac- 
tive. Lathers  and  plasterers  report  condi- 
tions normal.  Painters  are  having  a  good 
season.  Plumbers  are  busy.  Stonecutters  are 
fairly  active.  Builders'  labourers  report 
work  normal. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  busy.  Machin- 
ists report  work  dull.  Electrical  workers 
are  fairly  active.  Blacksmiths  are  busy. 
Boilermakers  find  work  scarce.  Ship- 
wrights and  caulkers  are  normally  employ- 
ed.    Horseshoers  are  very  busy. 

Woodworking    and    furnishing  trades. — 

Woodworkers,    upholsterers    and  carriage 

makers  report  work  fairly  good.  Coopers 
are  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
continue  to  be  busy,  with  the  outlook  pio- 
mising.  Pressmen  also  report  plenty  of 
work. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  and  laundry 
workers  report  activity  in  these  lines. 

Transport. — Railroad  and  steamship  men 
report  work  plentiful.  Ship  labourers  and 
longshoremen  have  enjoyed  a  very  active 
month.  Street  railway  employees  report 
work  brisk.  Teamsters  and  expressmen  are 
busy. 


Unskilled  labour. — This  class  has  been 
very  active. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

River  John. — The  Gammon  freestone 
quarries  were  sold  on  the  22nd  instant,  a 
Nova  Scotia  syndicate  being  the  pur- 
chasers; the  latter  will  install  a  new  steam 
plant. 

Kentville. — The  local  carriage-  factory 
increased  its  capital  stock  $200,000,  and  ad- 
vanced its  paid-up  stock  from  $50,000  to 
$100,000. 

Inverness. — Mining  developments  in  In- 
verness county  are  active. 

Weymouth. — There  are  at  present  about 
200  men  employed  at  Weymouth  in  the  lum- 
ber woods  and  in  the  pulp  mills.  One  mill 
is  running  one  shift  daily.  They  are  mak- 
ing about  200  bales  per  day,  while  the  other 
is  turning  out  about  800  bales  per  day.  The 
capacity  of  the  first  is  about  600  daily,  and 
the  latter  about  1,000.  Business  is  very 
brisk,  not  a  man  being  idle  at  the  present 
time.  Lumbering  operations  are  well  under 
way,  and  there  are  two  cargoes  of  lumber 
here  ready  for  shipment.  G.  D.  Campbell 
&  Co.  have  shipped  about  15,000,000  feet 
during  the  last  season 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market,  especially  in  out-door 
work,   was  very  quiet   during   January,  at 
usual  condition  in  Prince  Edward  Island  in 
mid-winter.       Building     operations     were 
practically  at  a  standstill,  and  the  severe 
weather  caused  a  suspension  of  construc- 
tion on  the  Southern  Railway.     The  irre- 
gularity of  transportation  was  increased  bj 
the  detention  in  the  ice  for  three  weeks  ol 
one  of  the  winter  steamers,  leaving  the  bur 
den  of  carrying  all  the  freight,  mails  anc 
passengers  upon  the  other  one.     Delays 
the  mails  caused  inconvenience  in  busin* 
circles,  but  the  Postal  Department,  at  Ol 
tawa,  has  made  arrangements  to  re-establis 
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the  special  train  service,  whereby  the  griev- 
ance will  be  to  a  large  extent  remedied. 
Altogether  the  volume  of  wholesale  busi- 
ness was  not  so  large  as  in  December, 
though  retail  trade  was  active.  There  were 
no  changes  in  rates  of  wages,  or  hours  of 
labour. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agricultural  operations  have  been  con- 
fined principally  to  the  feeding  of  stock, 
cutting  and  hauling  fire  wood,  and  hauling 
mussel  mud. 

Large  shipments  of  live  hogs,  and  a  num- 
ber of  cattle  were  made  to  the  Dominion 
Packing  Company,  the  large  industrial  en- 
terprise which  is  to  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended in  the  spring. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  frozen  smelts 
and  eels  were  shipped  to  the  United  States, 
but  there  was  no  other  fishing.  The  lob- 
stermen  were  busy  making  traps  and  get- 
ting material  ready  for  the  spring. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades.— Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  had  very  little  work.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  have  been  fairly  busy.  Lathers 
and  plasterers  have  been  idle.  Painters, 
decorators  and  paperhangers  have  found 
work  dull.  Plumbers  report  a  fair  month. 
Gas  and  steamfitters  have  been  fairly  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Moulders,  iron  workers  and  help- 
ers, have  been  busy.  Blacksmiths  have  also 
been  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  have  been 
fairly  busy.     Coopers  have  been  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  been  busy,  also  bookbinders. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  been  fairly  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Tobacco 
workers  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners,  curriers,  and 
saddlers,  have  been  busy. 

Transport. — The  work  of  freight  hand- 
ling has  been  mainly  confined  to  one  port 


on  the  Island,  viz.,  Georgetown,  where  the 
men  have  found  considerable  work  in  con- 
nection with  the  winter  boat  ss.  Minto. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.    W.   H.    Coates,    Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  continued  active  dur- 
ing January,  although  the  severe  cold  wea- 
ther interfered  to  a  certain  extent  with  the 
building  trades,  especially  with  bricklayers 
and  masons.       Carpenters  have  been  very 
steadily  employed,  a  large  number  securing 
work  on  the  steamers  in  fitting  them  up  for 
the  shipment  of  cattle.     The  supply  of  men, 
however,   has   been   equal   to   the   demand. 
The  prospects  for  next  summer  look  bright 
for   the   building   trades,   as   several   large 
buildings    are    to    be    constructed,    among 
which  may  be  mentioned  the  I.  C.  R.  round 
house,   the   Carnegie   library,    a   large   tea 
warehouse  104  by  60  feet,  improvements  on 
the  General  Public  Hospital,  to  cost  $25,000, 
an  extension  to  the  St.  John  iron  foundry, 
improvements  to  the  C.P.R.  yard  at  Bay 
Shore,  and  the  building  of  a  large  store- 
house.    It  is  thought  probable  also,  that  a 
large  pork  packing  establishment  will  be 
erected  at  an  early  date.     The  directors  of 
the  MacAdamite  Company  have  decided  to 
build  a  factory  in  this  city,  and  a  single 
story  wooden  structure,  40  by  80  feet,  will 
be  commenced  at  once.     The  Street  Rail- 
way Co.  intends  to  make  an  extension  to 
its  line   during  the  early  summer.       The 
Merritt  Bros.   Co.,  Ltd.,  is  seeking  incor- 
poration to  carry  on  the  business  of  Merritt 
Bros.  &  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $25,000, 
in  250  shares  of  $100  each.     Bank  clearings 
for  the  month  of  January  were  $4,055,337; 
for  the  corresponding  month  last  year  they 
were  $3,008,034,  being  $1,047,303  in  excess 
of  1902,  and  $60,677  less  than  December  of 
last  year.       The  Poole  Pottery  Company's 
establishment  on   the   Lock   Lomond   road 
was  destroyed  by  fire  on  January  23,  throw- 
ing fifteen  persons  out  of  employment.  The 
loss    is    estimated    at    $17,000;    insurance, 
$6,500. 
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CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  rough  weather  the  fishing 
industry  is  very  dull.  Retail  prices  are  : 
Salmon  (frozen),  18  to  25  cents  per  lb.; 
halibut,  12  to  15  per  lb.;  codfish  and  had- 
dock, 4  to  5  cents  per  lb.;  smelts,  8  to  10 
cents  per  lb.;  herring  (bay),  18  cents  per 
dozen;  herring  (Newfoundland),  24  cents 
per  dozen;  finnan  haddies,  8  cents  per  lb.; 
bloaters,  18  to  24  cents  per  dozen;  kippered 
herring,  20  to  25  cents  per  dozen;  salt  her- 
ring, 20  to  30  cents  per  dozen ;  spring  mack- 
erel, 10  cents  each;  fall  mackerel,  25  cents 
each;  tongues  and  sounds,  7  cents  per  lb.; 
oysters,  60  to  70  cents  per  quart;  clams,  15 
cents  per  quart;  lobsters,  18  to  25  cents 
each. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  lumber  cut  on 
the  north-west  and  south-west  Miramichi 
this  season  will  be  117,000,000  feet.  Last 
year  there  were  120,000,000  feet  rafted. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  business  dull,  the  cold  weather 
interfering  with  outside  work.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  are  fairly  well  employed.  Paint- 
ers and  decorators  report  fair  conditions. 
Plumbers  are  busy.  Stonecutters  are  fair- 
ly busy.     Builders'  labourers  are  dull. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  well  employed. 
Machinists  and  engineers  report  conditions 
fair.  Electrical  workers,  linemen,  black- 
smiths and  boilermakers  are  active.  Horse- 
shoers  are  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  busy.  Shingle  weavers 
are  dull. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
piessmen  are  all  employed.  Bookbinders 
continue  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port work  fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar 
makers  are  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  makers  continue 
active. 


Transport. — Railroad  trackmen  and 
freight  handlers  are  very  busy.  Ship  la- 
bourers are  well  employed.  Teamsters  and 
carters  have  been  kept  busy  hauling  ice  and 
coal. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Central  Norton. — Hard  coal  deposits 
have  recently  been  discovered  in  this  region, 
and  a  company  has  been  formed  to  mine 
them.  The  deposit  is  on  the  Kennebecasis 
river,  and  a  vein  of  twenty-seven  feet  has 
been  uncovered. 

Dalhousie. — Application  is  being  made 
for  the  incorporation  of  the  Dalhousie 
Lumber  Company,  Limited,  with  a  capital 
of  $300,000,  divided  into  3,000  shares  of 
$100  each.  The  intention  is  to  purchase 
lumber  lands  on  the  Restigouche. 

Grand  Bay. — Letters  patent  have  been 
issued  incorporating  the  Thompson  Manu- 
facturing Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$40,000. 

Newcastle. — Incorporation  is  being 
sought  by  the  Aluminum  Production  Com- 
pany of  New  Brunswick,  Limited,  with  a 
capital  of  $1,000,000.  The  chief  place  of 
business  will  be  Newcastle,  Queen's  County. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  Ed.  Little  and  P.  J.  Jobin,  Cor- 
respondents, report  as  follows: — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  in  general  has  not  made  as  good 
a  month  in  January  as  in  December,  owing 
largely  to  the  reaction  from  the  activity 
of  the  holiday  season  and  the  prevailing 
cold  weather,  which  has  hindered  outside 
work.  The  harvesting  of  the  ice  crop  is 
in  full  operation,  the  ice  averaging  about 
fifteen  inches  in  thickness.  The  fitting  up 
of  vessels  for  the  coming  navigation  sea- 
son has  also  been  begun,  and  the  recon- 
struction of  the  Victoria  Hotel  commenced, 
the  new  building  being  estimated  to  cost 
$200,000.  The  school  of  arts  and  manufac- 
tures at  the  request  of  the  local  Trades 
Council  opened  an  additional  class  for 
printers  on  the  12th  of  the  month. 
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CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  actively  employed  hauling 
firewood  into  the  city  and  are  finding  a 
ready  sale  at  good  prices. 

Reports  from  the  lumber  camps  indicate 
that  the  cut  of  the  present  season  will 
exceed  that  of  the  past  year.  The  various 
camps  are  now  in  full  operation.  The 
quantity  of  snow  that  has  fallen  having 
proved  sufficient  for  good  roads  without 
causing  inconvenience. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  month  on  the 
whole  has  been  unfavourable.  Masons, 
bricklayers,  lathers,  plasterers  and  joiners 
are  suffering  to  a  greater  or  less  degree 
from  lack  of  employment. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  iron  working  trades  work 
has  been  slack. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  are  all  employed.  Bookbinders 
are  fairly  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — The  boot  and  shoe  fac- 
tories had  a  busy  month,  all  working  full 
time  and  in  two  cases  overtime. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Ice  cut- 
ters and  drivers  are  very  busy.  Cigar- 
makers  report  trade  good. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  been  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  harvesting  of  ice 
and  employment  at  snow  shovelling  have 
caused  the  market  for  unskilled  labour 
to  be  favourable  during  the  month.  Tren- 
ching for  the  extension  of  drainage  in  Ste. 
Cyrille  street,  on  the  Plains  of  Abraham 
park,  and  on  the  Champlain  street  rock,  has 
also  given  employment  on  a  considerable 
scale  to  common  labour. 

SHERBEOOKE,   QUE.,   AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  during  the  month 
of  January  has   been  fairly   active.     Un- 


skilled labour,  which  at  this  time  of  the 
year  suffers  most,  has  been  in  good  demand. 
The  corporation  has  given  employment  to 
a  number  of  men  clearing  the  streets,  and 
many  find  ready  employment  in  the  lum- 
ber camps,  where  high  wages  are  offered. 
Sherbrooke  has  very  few  unemployed.  The 
annual  report  of  the  Provincial  Relief 
Committee  submitted  to  the  city  council 
this  month  says  :  '  The  past  year  has  been 
a  favourable  one  for  general  business,  and 
remunerative  employment  has  been  in  com- 
mand. Therefore  the  calls  upon  the  de- 
partment have  been  below  the  average,  and 
the  expenditure  for  relief  has  been  less 
than  in  any  former  years/  Bricklayers  and 
others  connected  with  the  outside  building 
trades  have  had  a  good  deal  of  broken  time 
during  January.  Other  industries  are  well 
employed.  The  Crocker  Bros.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Mass.,  manufacturers  of  pulp  and 
paper  machinery,  leased  premises  in  the 
city  with  the  view  to  starting  up  a  branch 
of  its  concern  in  this  city.  The  machine 
shops  are  very  busy,  and  in  the  Rand  Drill 
a  night  gang  has  been  working  since  the 
first  of  the  month.  Retail  merchants  re- 
port business  very  good,  better  than  is 
generally  the  case  after  the  holidays.  Muni- 
cipal control  of  the  electric  light  was  the 
question  at  issue  in  the  city  elections  this 
year,  and  in  the  two  wards  where  the  contest 
prevailed  the  municipal  ownership  party 
succeeded  in  returning  its  candidates. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  still  doing  a  good  business 
in  hauling  wood  to  the  city. 

The  lumber  camps  are  very  busy,  and 
there  is  a  good  demand  for  men  and  teams. 

The  Bells  Asbestos  Company,  at  Thet- 
ford,  definitely  decided  to  close  down  the 
mine  and  mill  about  the  middle  of  the 
month.  Between  two  and  three  hundred 
hands  were  affected.  The  mill  will  not 
start  up  before  the  first  of  April.  It  is 
nine  years  since  this  company  closed  down 
for  the  winter.  A  repair  gang  was  put  on 
by  the  company,  and  several  have  found 
employment   in    other   mills,   while   others 
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have  left  the  place  for  work  elsewhere  until 
the  works  are  reopened. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  not  done  much  during  the  month. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  are  well  employed, 
a  large  number  being  employed  in  finish- 
ing the  inside  work  of  the  new  Magog 
hotel.  Lathers  and  plasterers  find  steady 
employment.  Plumbers  have  been  very 
busy  during  the  month.  Stonecutters  have 
not  worked  much  since  the  hoidlays. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Moulders 
are  very  busy,  there  have  been  several  very 
heavy  castings  turned  out  during  the 
month.  Good  machinists  find  no  difficulty 
in  securing  work.  One  large  concern  sent 
out  a  call  for  more  men  during  the  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
have  had  a  good  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  report 
business  very  good,  and  the  wholesale  cloth- 
ing firms  say  they  are  well  filled  with 
orders. 

Food  and  tohacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  find  steady  work.  Ice 
cutters  and  drivers  are  busy  getting  in  the 
season's  supply  of  ice  from  the  Magog 
and  St.  Francis  rivers.  Cigarmakers  re- 
port a  good  month's  business. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  New  England  Asbestos  Mining  and 
Milling  Company  has  purchased  the  pro- 
perty of  the  Canadian  Asbestos  Company, 
Limited,  at  Black  Lake,  Que.,  and  that  of 
the  Beaver  Asbestos  Company,  Limited,  at 
Thetford  Mines,  Que.  Hitherto  the  com- 
pany has  had  its  headquarters  at  Fall  Biver, 
and  has  confined  its  attention  to  develop- 
ing the  mines  which  it  owns  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Eden,  Vt. 

Notice  is  given  in  the  Quebec  official 
Gazette  that  certain  gentlemen  will  apply 
to  the  legislature  of  Quebec,  at  its  next 
session,  for  an  Act  to  incorporate  them 
under  the  name  of  '  Bed  Falls  Electric 
Company,'  and  to  grant  them  a  charter 
with  power  to  construct  and  operate  a  first 


class  electric  line  from  the  water  powers  on 
the  Becancour  river,  at  Lyster,  in  the 
county  of  Megantic,  called  Bed  Falls,  to 
Arthabaska,  passing  through  the  towns  and 
villages  of  Sainte  Julie,  Plessisville,  Stan- 
ford and  Victoriaville. 

THBEE  BIVEBS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TBICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  has  been  very  little  change  in  the 
condition  of  the  labour  market  during  Jan- 
uary. The  request  of  the  Montreal  Pipe 
and  Foundry  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  the  city  council 
for  a  bonus  of  $25,000,  has  been  refused. 
The  Tebbutt  Bros.,  boot  and  shoe  manufac- 
turers, have  done  a  very  good  business  dur- 
ing the  month,  employing  225  persons. 
Bankers  report  a  good  business  month.  Bail- 
ways  report  business  dull.  Snow  shovelling 
and  ice  harvesting  have  given  continuous 
employment  to  a  large  number.  Prices 
paid  for  this  class  of  work,  range  about  12$ 
cents  per  hour.  The  Balcer  Glove  Manu- 
facturing Co.  reports  a  very  good  month. 
There  are  employed  at  present  125  persons 
at  the  manufactory,  and  30  at  the  tannery. 
The  Biscuit  Manufacturing  Co.  has  much 
work  on  hand,  and  has  been  obliged  to 
work  overtime  to  execute  its  orders. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons report  only  a  few  men  employed.  Car- 
penters and  joiners  are  well  employed. 
Business  among  painters  is  dull,  very  little 
job  work  going  on. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shiphuilding 
trades. -^-Trade  prospects  are  good  with  ma- 
chinists. Electrical  workers  are  slack. 
Blacksmiths  report  trade  good,  but  no  de- 
mand for  extra  men.  Jewellers  and  watch 
case  makers  are  dull. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  factories  are  running  stead- 
ily, giving  employment  to  a  number  of  men 
and  boys. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Trade  is,  on 
the  whole,  satisfactory.  Bookbinders  are 
dull. 

Clothing  trades. — Operatives  in  the 
clothing  trades  have  had  a  very  busy  sea- 
son, and  with  prospects  that  it  will  con- 
tinue. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — With 
cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  trade  is 
quiet.     The  local  factory  employs  15  men. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  report  trade  as  very  dull. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  good 
month.  Laundry  workers  report  trade  not 
satisfactory. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  continued,  on  the 
whole,  practically  unchanged  from  Decem- 
ber. Those  employed  at  inside  work  in  the 
various  industries  have  been  busy.  The 
busiest  factory  has  been  Hamel  &  Co.'s  ma- 
chine shops,  the  employees  of  which  have 
been  fully  employed.  This  establishment, 
however,  will  be  moved  to  Haverhill,  Mass., 
U.S.A.,  the  reason  being  the  heavy  duties 
i*".  has  to  pay  on  the  patented  machines 
which  it  sells  in  the  United  States.  Mer- 
chants have  done  a  good  month's  business. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  rates  of  wages 
for  working  hours,  and  no  labour  disputes 
have  occurred  during  the  month,  with  the 
exception  of  the  strike  on  the  Quebec 
Southern  Railway,  the  employees  of  which 
quit  work  because  of  non-payment  of 
wages,  having  informed  the  company  that 
if  they  were  not  paid  by  January  20  they 
would  cease  working. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  Seguin-Lalime  factory,  which  was 
purchased  by  the  corporation,  has  passed 
into  the  hands  of  Ames-Holden  &  Co.,  boot 
and  shoe  manufacturers  of  Montreal.  On 
the  9  th  of  the  present  month  the  proprie- 


tors were  called  to  vote  upon  the  bonus  and 
regulation.  The  vote  was  favourable,  and 
the  company  will  soon  commence  operations. 

Factories  here,  notwithstanding  the  scar- 
city of  coal  which  has  prevailed  during  the 
last  two  weeks  of  the  month,  have  not  stop- 
ped running.  They  have  been  using  wood 
instead,  which,  in  view  of  the  high  price  of 
the  latter  is  quite  as  cheap. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  joiners 
are  steadily  employed,  in  sash  and  door  fac- 
tories as  well  as  in  the  organ  factory. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin- 
ists and  boilermakers  have  been  very  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  workmen  in  the  different  carriage  and 
wagon  factories  have  had  plenty  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  been  fully  occupied. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  report 
a  slackening  of  business.  Boot  and  shoe 
workers  of  the  Cote  &  Co.  factory  have 
made  full  time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  two 
local  ice  merchants  are  laying  in  their  pro- 
vision for  next  season.  Cigarmakers  are 
all  working,  and  business  is  fair. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  had  plenty  of  work. 

Transport. — All  railway  employees  are 
working,  with  the  exception  of  those  on  the 
Quebec  Southern  Railway,  who  are  at  pres- 
ent on  strike. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Rodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

i 

There  are  in  chief  two  classes  of  working 
men  in  Hull,  viz.,  the  employees  of  the 
Eddy  Company,  who  work  the  year  round, 
and  the  saw-mill  men  who  go  to  the 
shanties  in  the  winter.  Their  wages  have 
already  been  reported.  At  present  condi- 
tions are  satisfactory.  Merchants  say  their 
business  is  better  than  last  year.     Indus- 
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trial  employees  are  satisfied  and  the  mills 
are  running.  Damour's  large  planing  mill 
which  was  stopped,  owing  to  the  proprie- 
tor's death,  will  be  sold  this  month  end 
work  will  be  resumed  for  about  thirty-five 
hands.  Mica  mining  is  bettering  every  day. 
Several  mines  are  operated  by  Hull  pro- 
prietors, but  the  product  is  manufactured 
in  Ottawa.  Wages  paid  at  the  mines 
amount  to  $1.25  per  day.  A  few  girls  are 
employed  sorting  the  specimens  in  Hull  at 
$2  and  $3  per  week.  The  building  trades 
are  idl&.  Stonecutters  in  the  quarries  re- 
ceive from  $2.50  to  $3  per  day. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

More  hiring  was  done  this  week  for  cut- 
ting railway  ties  on  the  Gatineau  at  $25 
and  $30  per  month. 

Paper  and  pulp  manufacturing  is  active 
as  is  the  match  industry,  the  axe  factory, 
the  woollen  mills  and  shipbuilding.  The 
three  latter  concerns  employ  altogether 
about  100  hands.  The  axe  makers  are  paid 
$12  per  week.  The  woollen  mills  girls' 
receive  from  $3  to  $5  per  week. 

The  Matthews  Pork  Packing  Company 
give  work  to  over  100  people,  at  wages  vary- 
ing between  $1.15  and  $1.65  per  day.  This 
company  is  gradually  extending  and  its 
product  is  mostly  for  export,  although  five 
branch  stores  are  supplied  in  Ottawa  and 
Hull. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades  are 
slack  with  no  work  under  construction.  A 
few  steamfitters  are  working  at  wages  of 
$12  per  week,  and  a  nine  hour  day. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Linemen  are  receiving  $1.25  per 
day  and  shipbuilders  from  $1.75  to  $2.25 
per  day.  « 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
There  are  two  woodworkers  working  in 
Hull  at  $1.60  per  day. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  paid  from  $10  to  $12 
per  week.  Butchers  and  meat  cutters  at 
the  Matthews  Pork  Packing  Company  get 


$1.50  and  $1.65  per  day.  Ice  cutters  and 
drivers  get  an  average  of  $1.15  per  day. 

Miscellaneous. — Retail  clerks  are  receiv- 
ing all  the  way  from  $4  to  $12.50  per  week. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees  re- 
ceive 15  cents  per  hour. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
scarce.  Snow  shovellers  get  $1.10  per  day 
when  employed. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Considering  that  January  is  usually  one 
of  the  most  depressed  months  of  the  year 
for  labour,  conditions  were  on  the  whole 
satisfactory.       There    was    a    considerable 
number  of  unskilled  labourers  out  of  work,| 
and  the  charitable  organizations  had  to  dis- 
pense a  certain  amount  of  relief,  but  on  thel 
whole  conditions  were  favourable,  the  ex-| 
ceptionally  large  number  engaged  by  th< 
lumbermen  this  season  reducing  to  a  mini- 
mum  the   number   of   unemployed.        Thf 
mechanics  engaged  at  in-door  employmenl 
were  fairly  well  employed,  and  prospects  ai 
bright  for  steady  work  for  the  remaindei 
of  the  season.     The  plentiful  fall  of  sno^ 
kept  the  roads  in  good  shape  for  teaming, 
and   in   consequence    a   large    quantity   on 
farm  produce  was  marketed. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  weather  conditions  here,  so  far,  have 
been  favourable  to  the  lumbering  trade,  andj 
reports  indicate  a  large  output  of  logs.  Thel 
market  rules  high,  with  a  tendency  to  stiff-) 
ened  prices  for  all  kinds  of  lumber  in  the1 
spring.  The  location  of  another  micali 
trimming  factory  in  the  city,  may  be  taker! 
to  indicate  the  development  of  mica  min\ 
ing  on  an  increased  scale  during  the  com- 
ing season. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  great  majority  oi 
the  members   of  building  trades   are  idle 
The  city  has  appointed  a  plumbing  inspec 
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tor,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  thoroughly  reached.  No  strikes  or  lock-outs  were  re- 
supervise  the  plumbing  in  all  buildings  ported.  Some  unrest,  however,  has  existed 
erected  in  future,  and  see  that  not  only  is  at  the  Canadian  Locomotive  Works  during 
the  work  up  to  the  standard,  but  that  proper  the  month.  Several  weeks  ago  a  number  of 
precautions  are  taken  to  comply  with  mo-  German  machinists  were  brought  out  under 
dern  ideas  of  sanitation.  contract  to  replace  the  Kingston  machinists 

Printing  and  allied  trades.— The  printing  who  went  on  strike-     Money  was  advanced 

trades  were  steadily  employed  during  the  to  cover  their  Passage,  and  the  men  agreed 

month  *°  rePay  "these  advances  and  to  remain  in 

the  employ  of  the  company  for  two  years 
KINGSTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT.  at  tne  rate  of  wages  mentioned  in  the  con- 
tracts. Lately,  however,  there  has  been  con- 
Mr.    William   Kelly,   Correspondent,   re-  siderable  difficulty  over  the  terms  of  the 
ports  as  follows :—  contract  and  a  number  of  the  German  work- 
general  condition  of  the  labour  mareet.  men  have  left  the  employ  of  the  company. 

Labour  generally  was  not  as  fully  em-  condition  of  local  industries. 

ployed  during  the  month  of  January  as  in  ^       . ,      , ,      7       7               ,        ,     0 

*L          .         .                                   -              ,  Considerable     Lumber,   cordwood,   &c,    is 

December,    but    opportunities   ior    employ-  ,    .                             Vi.        ,    .                ,. 

.   .            . ,        .,.     ,  being  got  out,  conditions  being  very  iavour- 

ment  compared  iavourably  with  the  corre-  ,  -.     ~      .,  .          ,     -         , 

..                      .  _                     _.       .  _      . .  able  ior  this  sort  01  work, 
spondmg  season  01  last  year.     Considerable 

building  operations  are  going  on,  and  a  Mining  is  very  active.  Recently  a  num- 
number  of  business  stands  are  being  remod-  *>er  of  car-loads  of  zinc  ore  arrived  in  King- 
delled  and  fitted  up.  A  large  Toronto  ston  from  along  the  line  of  the  K.  and  P. 
meat  concern  is  about  to  open  up  an  ex-  R-  R.  A  cargo  of  seven  hundred  tons  is 
tensive  branch  here.  Several  fancy  goods  prepared  for  shipment  to  Liverpool  at  an 
and  other  merchants  are  extending  their  early  date.  Large  quantities  of  other  kinds 
places  of  business.  Breweries,  icemen,  of  ore  are  also  coming  in. 
meat  dealers,  &c,  are  busy  putting  in  a  Since  the  formation  of  the  new  civic 
supply  of  ice  for  the  coming  season.  Coal  council,  active  steps  are  being  taken  looking 
and  wood  dealers  are  fully  employed.  Ship-  to  the  erection  of  a  large  summer  hotel  in 
builders  are  also  busy  repairing,  &c.  The  Kingston.  Negotiations  are  also  pending 
custom  returns  for  the  last  month  were  between  the  G.  T.  R.  Co.,  the  county  council 
$11,781.33,  showing  an  increase  of  $315.26  and  the  city  council  looking  to  the  erection 
over  the  same  month  last  year.  During  the  and  maintenance  of  a  sub-way  at  the  outer 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1902,  $1,423.16  G  T  R  crossing.  A  number  of  lives  have 
was  collected  in  steamboat  inspection  dues  been  lost  at  this  point>  and  although  it  will 
at  Kingston.  The  duties  on  tobacco  were  invoive  the  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  of 
$19,624.86 ;  on  cigars  $20,100.15.  While  a  money  the  work  is  now  likely  to  g0  on>  In_ 
natural  depression  has  succeeded  the  holi-  spector  Seath?  representing  the  Educational 
day  trade,  wholesale  and  retail  merchants  Department  of  the  province,  visited  the 
in  the  main  report  good  business.  No  city  during  the  month>  and  as  a  result  will 
changes  occurred  during  the  month  in  the  rec0mmend  the  erection  of  a  large  wing  or 
rates  of  wages  or  hours  of  labour.  The  extension  to  the  Collegiate  Institute  here. 
Management  Committee  of  the  Board  of  This  work  which  is  likely  to  g0  on  at  an 
Education  brought  down  a  report  which  early  date  wiU  afford  considerable  employ- 
was  adopted  by  the  board,  recommending  ment 
that  the  minimum  salary  for  school  teach- 
ers  in  charge  of  fifty  pupils  be  $275  per  condition  of  particular  trades. 

lannum  instead  of  $250  as  heretofore.     It  Building  trades. — While  there  is  a  fair 

was  also  agreed  to  increase  all  teachers  $15  outlook  for  the  coming  season  in  the  build- 

per  annum  until  the  maximum  should  be  ing  trades,  work  is  only  fair  at  present. 
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Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal,  engineering  and  ship- 
building trades  report  considerable  employ- 
ment available. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  fairly  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port fair  business.  Bookbinders  are  doing 
a  good  business. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades  re- 
port business  as  being  quiet. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Butchers, 
tanners  and  cigarmakers  report  a  fair  busi- 
ness. ' 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  hotel  and  laun- 
dry workers  report  a  fair  business. 

Transport. — The  transportation  compan- 
ies report  a  good  business  for  this  season  of 
the  year. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  shovelling  of 
snow,  getting  out  ice,  and  odd  jobs  at  ex- 
cavating, &c,  afford  considerable  employ- 
ment to  unskilled  labour. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  of  January  has  been  a  better 
month  in  this  locality  for  common  labour 
than  December.  A  great  deal  of  common 
labour  has  been  employed  cutting  ice  and 
filling  ice  houses  and  cold  storage  plants. 
The  wages  are  from  $1.50  to  $2  per  day. 
The  Belleville  National  Portland  Cement 
Company  has  been  formed  with  a  capitali- 
zation of  $2,500,000.  It  will  erect  its  plant 
east  of  the  city  and  expects  to  be  turning 
out  cement  by  November  1,  1903.  The 
company  is  mainly  composed  of  Toronto 
capitalists,  though  a  number  from  Belle- 
ville are  included.  The  Abbott-Mitchell  roll- 
ing mills  have  been  purchased  for  $47,000. 
The  new  management  expect  to  have  the 
mills  running  not  later  than  April  1,  1903. 
The  Belleville  Pork  Packing  Company  has 
also  been  formed  and  a  site  for  the  factory 
selected.    Nearly  all  of  the  stock  has  been 


subscribed.  The  company  will  erect 
$10,000  plant.  Banks  report  a  good  month's 
business,  but  merchants  have  experienced 
a  dropping  off  in  sales.  They  report  the 
month,  however,  ahead  of  the  correspond- 
ing month  of  last  year.  There  have  been 
no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  or  hours 
of  labour,  and  no  strikes  or  lockouts. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Fishing  in  this  locality  has  fallen  off  con- 
siderably owing  to  the  cold  weather. 

A  number  of  men  went  to  the  lumber \ 
camps  during  the  month.     Wages  are  bet- 
ter this  winter  than  last. 

The  local  manufacturing  industries  have  I 
had  a  busy  month,  and  skilled  labour  has  I 
been  in  good  demand. 

Mining  in  North  Hastings  has  been  veryi 
active,  and  a  great  many  men  are  being! 
employed  in  the  different  properties.     Thet! 
Belmont  gold  mine  is   rapidly   increasing, 
in  value.     The  ore  is  improving  and  the 
company    proposes    to    double    its    output,! 
which  is  now  30  stamps  with  a  capacity^] 
of  75  tons  of  ore  per  day.     The  company] 
has  a  1,300  horse-power  which  is  developed 
by  water  power.     The  Delora  mine  is  alsc 
improving,  and  the  Atlas  Arsenic  Company 
is  working  two  mines  and  running  a 
stamp  mill. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Plumbers  have  beei 
busy.  Gas  and  steamfitters  report  a  good, 
month.  Stonecutters  are  very  busy  andj 
there  is  not  an  idle  member  of  the  craft  in 
this  locality. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding, 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  a  good 
month.  Machinists  also  report  a  good 
month  with  plenty  of  work  on  hand.  Elec- 
tric workers  report  a  good  month.  Met 
polishers,  buffers,  platers  and  brass  workers 
report  a  good  month.  Blacksmiths  have 
been  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  — 
In  the  woodworking  and  furnishing  trade; 
the  month  has  been  a  good  one. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printer?  re 
port  a  very  busy  month.     There  has  beer 
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a  good  demand  for  job   printers.     Press-     situation  closely,  has  not  as  yet  had  any 
men  also  report  a  busy  month.  requests   for   assistance   in   labour   trouble 

Clothing  trades.-In  the  clothing  trades     from  any  of  its  members,  and  the  relations 
the  month  has  been  a  good  one.  between  employers  and  employed  are  in  the 

mam   of   a   harmonious    and    satisfactory 
Food   and   tobacco  preparation. — Bakers     character. 

and  confectioners,  butchers  and  meat  cut- 
ters report  a  good  month's  business.  Cigar-         Tne  building  trade  had  a  record  year  in 
makers   report  a  busy  month.  1902-     Tne  building  permits  issued  aggre- 

"  ±     „  n  ,  gated  $3,834,923,  but    the    King    Edward 

Transport-Hailwaj  men  report  a  busy     Hote]?  ^  permit  of  which  wag  .^^  ^ 

month.    Locomotive  engineers  and  firemen     yeap  preyious>  ^^  ite  construction    ac_ 

report  a  big  month  s  business.  tually  took  pla<Je  ^  ^  Qught  f  ^  to 

district  notes.  be  included,  which  would  bring  the  amount 

The  Gilmour  Company  of  Trenton  is  very  up  to  near1^  $5,000,000.     The  largest  total 

busy    at    present.      Trenton    residents    are  for  an^  Previous  year  was   $4,390,000,   in 

taking  steps  to  erect  a  pork  factory  in  that  189L .   The    new    university     and    science 

town,  building,  now   in   course   of    construction, 

will  represent  an  expenditure  of  $200,000. 

The  furnishings  of  the  Deseronto  post-  In  all  probability  operations  wiu  be  under. 

office  are  being  put  in  this  month.  taken   this   year  Qn   an    equaRy    extended 

TOEONTO,   ONT.,   AND   DISTKICT.       scale>  and  tne  outlook  is  a  very  promising 

one.     The  shipbuilding  trade  is  active,  and 

Mr.   Phillips   Thompson,   Correspondent,     several  important  contracts  are  under  way, 

■eports  as  follows : —  including  the  passenger  and  freight  steam- 

jeneral  condition  of  the  labour   market.     er  Montreal,  now  being  completed  at    the 

rp,                  n                                ,        , .   -  Bertram  Engine  Works  Company,  at  a  cost 

lne   generally  prosperous   and  satisiac-  ^0,,^             .     ,             .                ., 

,.,.          .      ,      .              i  •  -.     t.  0±  ^50,000,  a  gram  barge  of  a  capacity  of 

ory    conditions    m    business    which    have  0  oriA  ,          -      ,,  »  ^r.  .     .     „    .          -r 

,              •     i   ^i               •          j.  .i                  ,  2,300  tons  lor  tne  Victoria  Harbour  Lum- 

3haracterized  the  opening*  01   the  season  s  ,        ^                       ,              ,                 .  .  ^    _ 

j                *    x  j    •      xi.      1  r.                i  ber  Company,  and  two  steamers,  140  feet 

each  in  length,  for  the  Upper  Ottawa  Im- 
provement Company,  by  the  same  establish- 


trade  are  reflected  in  the  labour  market, 
ractivity  prevailing  in  nearly  all  the  princi- 
pal lines  of  industry.  There  are  compara- 
[.    t      ,  ,      .  .      -         ,  ,  .       ment,  and  two  lightships  costing  $125,000 

'lively  lew  mechanics  out  01  work,  and  111  ■,       ,.  ,  ,    .       ,    ._     -       "    _       . 


each,  which  are  being  built  for  the  Domin- 
ion government  by  the  Poison  Iron  Works 
Company. 


some  departments  there  is  a  demand  for  ad- 

litional    help.     Retailers    throughout    the 

country  are  looking  forward  to  an    active 

spring,  and  are  placing  heavy  orders  for  condition  of  local  industries. 

?oods.     Mills  and  factories  are  consequent-         ,,r        -    A     .  in-,. 

i     ,  j.   ,,         ,  ,         -  Manuiacturmg  in  nearly  all  lines,  as  al- 

y  busy,  some  of  them  having  orders  for  ,      ._,.  ,.      .    .  .        .in      .  '  . 

-,  o        ,       ,      T  r    ,       ,  ready  intimated,  is    brisk,  with  plenty    of 

several  months  ahead.     In  view  of  the  de-  »  , 

-,  j.      ,  ,  .  ,.  ,,  opportunities  ior  employment, 

nand  ior  labour  m  many  lines,  the  con- 

inued  increase  in  the    prices    of    living,         The  agricultural  industry  in  this  vicin- 

here  will  be  a  demand  for  increased  wages  ity,  as  elsewhere  throughout  the  province, 

n  some  branches   of   industry.     In    some  is  suffering  seriously  from  a    scarcity  of 

instances  the  movement  has  already  begun,  farm  hands.     The  officials  of  the  Coloniza- 

it  a  meeting  of  the  United  Carpenters  and  tion  Department  state   that  never    before 

oiners  on  January  10,  a    resolution    was  were  there  so   many  applications   at    this 

assed  to  the  effect  that  the  minimum  wage  season  for  old  country  immigrants,  only  a 

or  that  class  should  be  35  cents  an  hour  few  of  which  can  they  possibly  fill.     The 

Iter  May  1,  1903.     The  Employers'  Pro-  principal  cause  assigned  is  that  so  many 

active  Association,  which  is  watching   the  farmer's  sons  and  others  have  gone  to  the 
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west.     Farmers  are  offering  from  $180  to 
$250  per  year  for  good  men. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  better  employed  than  usual  at  this  sea- 
son. Bricklayers  find  work  at  intervals  as 
the  weather  permits,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  indoor  workers  are  steadily  engaged. 
Carpenters  are  fairly  well  employed,  con- 
sidering the  time  of  year.  The  Painters' 
and  Decorators'  Union,  which  has  now 
nearly  500  members,  has  made  a  demand 
on  their  employers  for  an  advance  of  wages 
from  30  cents  to  35  cents  an  hour,  to  take 
effect  on  April  15,  when  their  present  con- 
tract expires. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  men  belonging  to  the  metal 
working  and  allied  trades  have  had  an  ex- 
cellent month,  very  few  being  out  of  work. 
Prospects  are  good  in  all  these  lines  for 
steady  employment  for  some  time  to  come. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  trades  are  as  a  rule  well 
employed,  as  has  been  the  case  for  some 
time.  There  is  a  demand  for  pattern 
makers,  independent  of  the  two  shops  where 
the  men  of  this  trade  are  on  strike.  Ow- 
ing to  some  affiliations  of  the  unions  con- 
nected with  these  trades,  the  Woodworkars' 
Council  has  been  reorganized.  Piano- 
makers'  Union  No.  34  retains  its  connec- 
tion with  this  organization. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trade  is  fairly  good,  conditions  having  im- 
proved since  last  month.  Stereotypers  and 
electrotypers  are  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Garment  workers  are 
busy,  as  large  orders  are  being  filled  for  the 
spring  trade,  and  next  month  is  likely  to  be 
a  very  active  one.  Custom  tailors  find 
trade  somewhat  quiet  and  likely  to  remain 
so  until  the  season  changes.  They  are  agi- 
tating for  free  shops  and  a  shortening  of 
the  working  day,  which  sometimes  runs  as 
high  as  12  or  even  14  hours.  Boot  and 
shoe  workers  find  abundance  of  work,  and 
some  of  the  manufacturers  say  there  is  a 
scarcity  of  operatives.     The  unions    deny 


that  such  is  the  case,  and  attribute  any  dif- 
ficulty employers  may  have  in  obtaining 
operatives  to  the  low  wages  paid  in  some 
instances. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Confec- 
tioners are  not  so  busy  as  previous  to  the 
holiday  season.  Cigarmakers  are  all  at 
work,  and  the  trade  is  increasing  in  vol- 
ume, both  in  Toronto  and  Hamilton. 

Transportation. — Railway  employees,  ex- 
pressmen, teamsters  and  others  engaged  in 
land  transportation  have  had  a  busy  month. 

Miscellaneous. — The  chief  of  the  city  fire 
brigade,  at  a  meeting  of  the  civic  fire  and 
light  committee  on  the  28th,  expressed  him- 
self very  strongly  against  the  formation  of 
a  union  among  the  men  of  the  brigade, 
urging  that  it  might  impair  the  efficiency 
of  the  force.  Members  of  the  District  La 
bour  Council  were  heard  on  behalf  of  the 
right  of  the  men  to  organize.  The  chief 
was  instructed  to  prepare  a  special  report 
on  the  subject. 

The  District  Labour  Council  on  the  22nd 
inst.  decided  that  the  Knights  of  Labour 
would  still  be  allowed  representation  in  that 
body. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Toronto     Junction. — An     abattoir     and' 
packing  factory  has  been  erected  in  con- 
nection with  the  union  stockyards,  and  the 
slaughtering  and  packing  of  animals  has 
been  begun.     When  completed  it  will  have 
a  capacity  for  disposing  of  500  head  per 
week.     The   Canadian    Foundry   Company^ 
will  shortly  erect  new  buildings   covering 
as  much  ground  as  those  constructed    inj 
1902.     Next  month  the    buildings  already 
completed  will  be  in  full  operation.     A  co-fl 
operative  fuel  company  is  being  organized 
among  the  C.P.R.   Co.'s  employees  at  the 
Junction,  with  a  capital  of  $30,000  in  6,00( 
shares  at  $5  per  share.     Buildings  will  be 
erected  as  soon  as  possible.     The  Nordhei- 
mer  Piano  Company  will  build  a  large  ad- 
dition to  their  recently  completed  factory 

Newmarket. — One  thousand  acres  oi 
sugar  beets  have  been  contracted  for  wit! 
the  farmers  of  East  Gwillimbury  for  use  ir 
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the  beet  sugar  factory  it  is  proposed    to 
build  in  Newmarket. 

HAMILTON,    ONT.,    AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  Landers,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Considering  the  time  of  the  year,  labour 
is  well  employed.  Unskilled  labour  especi- 
ally has  not  for  many  years  been  so  busy 
during  the  winter  months.  The  new  in- 
dustries mentioned  in  previous  reports  are 
being  successfully  carried  into  operation. 
The  Deering  Harvester  Company  has  de- 
cided to  further  enlarge  its  plant,  and  has 
purchased  an  additional  fifty-two  acres  of 
land.  The  works  will  be  started  shortly  with 
several  hundred  hands.  Business  in  gen- 
eral, wholesale  and  retail,  except  for  the 
usual  after  holiday  slackness,  has  been  ex- 
ceptionally good.  A  serious  fire,  the  de- 
partmental stores  of  Stanley,  Mills  &  Co., 
entailed  a  loss  of  $75,000,  fully  covered  by 
insurance,  and  a  large  staff  of  saleswomen 
were  out  of  employment  for  a  short  time 
in  consequence.  The  business  carried  on 
by  David  Morton,  and  David  Morton  &  Son, 
in  essential  oils,  is  to  be  taken  over  by 
David  Morton  &  Sons,  Limited,  which  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $200,- 
000,  and  head  office  at  Hamilton.  The 
Canada  Preserving  Company,  Hamilton, 
has  secured  a  charter  with  a  capital  of 
$40,000,  divided  into  400  shares  of  $100 
each.  The  Slate  Roofers  Association,  of 
Ontario,  met  here  with  members  present 
from  all  parts  of  the  province. 

During  the  month  the  members  of  the 
Police  Department  had  their  pay  increased 
20  cents  per  day  each,  from  the  chief  down 
— 51  men.  The  old  rate  was  first-class,  $1.90 
per  day  ;  second-class,  $1.75  per  day  ; 
third-class,  $1.45  per  day.  The  total  in- 
crease granted  amounts  to  $3,723  per  year. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agricultural  pursuits  are  at  a  standstill 
at  present.  There  is  also  very  little  fishing 
being  done  in  the  neighbourhood.  Manu- 
facturing in  general  is  fairly  brisk.     There 


is    no    railway    construction    going    on    at 
present. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Among  all  the  .trades 
the  busiest  at  present  are  the  building 
trades.  Bricklayers,  masons  and  builders 
labourers  are  exceptionally  busy.  Carpen- 
ters and  joiners  likewise  are  rushed.  Paint- 
ters  and  plumbers  are  fully  employed,  in 
consequence  of  the  large  amount  of  con- 
struction work  in  progress.  Tenders  have 
been  let  for  over  100  dwelling  houses. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — The 
metal  trades  in  some  sections  are  more 
busy  than  in  others.  Stove  plate  moulders 
are  slack  at  present,  during  stock-taking  at 
the  foundries.  Machinists  are  fairly  busy. 
Electrical  workers  are  busy.  The  city  coun- 
cil let  a  contract  for  the  re-wiring  of  the 
City  Hall,  stipulating  in  the  contract  that 
union  labour  must  be  employed.  Stove- 
mounters,  sheet  metal  workers  and  black- 
smiths are  not  very  busy.  Horseshoers  are 
enjoying  fair  employment.  The  strike  situ- 
ation in  two  shops  remains  the  same  as 
last  month. 

'Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  on  furniture,  office  fittings 
and  pianos,  are  fairly  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades  are 
enjoying  a  better  month  than  the  previous 
one,  with  the  exception  of  the  custom  trade, 
which  is  usually  a  little  slack  in  mid-winter. 
The  ready-made  clothing  trades  are  very 
busy  at  present.  Hatters  are  doing  very 
little.  The  situation  at  the  Royal  Hat 
Factory  remains  the  same. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  butchers  are  doing  the  usual  trade  and 
employing  the  average  number  of  hands. 
Ice  cutting  has  not  yet  begun.  Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy  in  the  different  local 
factories.  The  Hilda  Cigar  Factory  has 
received  several  thousand  dollars  worth  of 
tobacco  from  Havana,  and  is  constantly  in- 
creasing its  output. 
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Miscellaneous. — Barbers    are   very   busy,  general  condition  of  the  labour  market. 

Broom-makers    have   had,  a    good    season.  For  ^  seas(m  of  ^  year>  ^  condition 

The  laundries  are  employing  a  large  num-  of  the  kbour  market  hag  been  satisfactory. 

ber  of  hands.  There  are  few  idle  men>  and  the  ice  geagon 

Transport. — The   usual  number   of  rail-  which    opened    about '  the    middle    of    the 

way  employees  are  very  busy,  both  on  steam  month,  afforded  employment  to  nearly  all 

and  electric  roads.    Longshoremen  are  fair-  who  desired  it.       In  the  building  trades, 

ly     well     employed     unloading     coal     and  except  during  a  few  warm  days,  work  has 

freight.  been  suspended.  The  local  gas  plant  chan- 
ged hands  during  the  month,  and  the  new 
company  expects  to  spend  $15,000  in  im- 

Niagara  Falls.-  -At  the  request  of  a  num-  pr0vements  and  additions,  when  the  wea- 
ber  of  Canadian  workmen  at  Niagara  Falls,  ther  permits.  In  the  iron  trade  consider- 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Ontario  Labour  aMe  activity  existed,  overtime  being  worked 
Bureau  visited  that  town  in  connection  in  two  0f  tne  large  factories.  Perhaps  the 
with  the  reported  strike  of  rock  drillers  in  most  interesting  feature  of  the  month,  was 
the  employ  of  Kiley  &  Watson,  contrac-  the  announcement  by  the  William  Buck 
tors.  The  firm  in  question  has  the  contract  Stove  Co.,  of  the  purchase  of  the  Canada 
for  the  work  on  the  Canadian  side  near  Cycle  and  Motor  Company's  buildings  and 
the  tunnel.  The  men  belong  to  a  union  adjacent  properties,  upon  which  the  corn- 
having  its  membership  on  both  sides  of  the  pany  will  erect  a  large  stove  factory, 
river,  meeting  on  the  American  side,  and  0f  which  the  estimated  cost  is  $100,000. 
affiliated  with  the  Niagara  Falls,  New  Some  idea  of  the  size  of  the  buildings  may 
York,  Trades  Council.  The  firm  showed  be  formed  from  the  following :— Warehouse 
Secretary  Glockling  its  books,  that  it  was  and  shipping  department,  60  by  300  feet, 
paying  the  scale,  and  had  sufficient  men  to  and  4  stories  high ;  mill  room,  50  by  100 
successfully  carry  on  the  work,  and  did  not  feet,  1  story ;  machine  and  mounting  de- 
object  to  any  employee  belonging  to  a  partment,  40  by  225  feet,  3  stories ;  pattern 
labour  union.  Under  no  consideration,  and  polishing  department,  40  by  150  feet, 
however,  would  it  sign  an  agreement  with  l  story;  moulding  shop,  160  by  275  feet,  1 
the  men  as  a  union.  story;  pattern  vault,  40  by  125  feet,  1  story; 

Dundas.— Machinists,  moulders,  cloth-  steel  ranSe  department,  38  by  65  feet,  3 
ing  and  woodworkers  are  fairly  busy.  The  stories  >  offices>  sample  rooms  and  stores,  40 
proposal  to  start  a  household  linen  factory  b?  150  feet>  3  stories;  japanning  and  finish- 
is  taking  shape,  the  capital  of  the  company  inS  department,  25  by  50  feet,  3  stories. 

is  $50,000.     The  Bates  Felt  Company,  was  condition  of  local  industries.           ] 

incorporated    with    a    paid    up    capital    of 

$40  000  From   the   surrounding  country  a   large 

quantity  of  wood  is  coming  in,  prices  rang- 

Grimshy.—A  by-law  to  grant  a  bonus  of  ing  from  $8  to  $8>50  per  cord  for  first.clasa 

$1,000  to  James  A.  Hewitt,  to  rebuild  the  Qnalitv 
planing   mills    recently   destroyed   by   fire 

was  defeated  Manufacturing,  in  branches  not  previous- 
ly referred  to,   is   in  a  normal   condition, 

Beamsville.—A    fire    at    the    Beamsville  none  of  the  factories,  large  or  small,  having 

Press  Brick  Works  entailed  a  loss  of  over  lost  time#       The  woollen  mills  partly  de. 

$5,000.  stroyed  by  fire  are  being  rebuilt  as  rapidly 

as  possible.     The  management  of  the  nail 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT.  works  is  erecting  a  large  addition. 

Mr.  J.   C.   Watt,  Correspondent,  reports  Building     trades. — Bricklayers,     masons 

as  follows: —  and  plasterers  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
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days  have  been  idle  all  month.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  employed  in  factories  have  been 
fully  occupied.  Painters,  decorators  and 
paperhangers,  other  than  those  regularly 
employed  in  factories,  have  had  little  em- 
ployment. Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters 
have  had  a  fair  month. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron  and 
brass  moulders,  coremakers  and  machinists 
have  had  steady  employment.  Metal  polish- 
ers, buffers  and  platers  and  stove  mounters, 
have  had  a  good  month.  Blacksmiths, 
boilermakers,  sheet  metal  workers  and  horse- 
shoers  report  a  good  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  carriage  and  wagon  makers, 
pattern  makers  and  millwrights,  still  con- 
tinue to  be  busy,  and  coopers  have  had  a 
fair  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  report  a  good  month. 

Clothing  trade. — Custom  tailors  have  had 
rather  a  quiet  month. 

Food  and  tohacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  a  fair  month. 
For  cigarmakers  trade  has  not  been  very 
brisk.  Ice  cutters  started  work  about  the 
middle  of  the  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Freight     handlers     have 
been  kept  busy.     Teamsters  and  expressmen 
I  report  plenty  of  work.       Cab  drivers  and 
hackmen  have  had  a  very  fair  month. 

Unskilled    labour. — The    supply    of    un- 
skilled labour   is  more  than  equal  to   the 
demand.       Comparatively,    however,    there 
|  are  very  few  unskilled  men  upon  the  mar- 
ket. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.   0.  R.    Wallace,   Correspondent,  re- 
:  ports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  is  in  a  very  satisfac- 
tory state  for  the  winter  season,  and  em- 
ployment has  been  steady  generally,  the 
only  exception  being  in  the  building  trades, 
as  is  usual  at  this  season  of  the  year.  The 
attendance  of  nearly  550  students  at  the 
various  courses  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural 


College  has  helped  some  lines  of  business, 
but  the  dulness  usual  to  the  retail  business 
at  this  season  generally  prevails.  Sir  Wm. 
MacDonald,  of  Montreal,  who  recently  do- 
nated $125,000  for  new  buildings  at  the 
Ontario  Agricultural  College,  and  who  ad- 
ded $25,000  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of 
labour  and  material,  has  made  another  gift 
of  $20,500  to  provide  finishings,  making  a 
total  of  $170,500.  Work  on  these  buildings 
started  last  fall  and  they  are  expected  to  be 
ready  by  next  August. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  in  this  section  are  selling  large 
quantities  of  wood,  but  are  complaining 
that  owing  to  the  scarcity  and  high  price 
of  labour  the  trade  is  not  very  profitable, 
although  prices  are  from  $8  to  $10  per  No. 
1,  and  $6  to  $8  for  No.  2.  Threshing  oper- 
ations are  now  about  completed,  and  the 
yield  of  grain  has  been  above  the  average. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades  are 
very  quiet  at  present,  but  buildings  to  cost 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  $250,000  are  ex- 
pected to  be  begun  with  the  opening  of  the 
spring  season,  for  a  large  part  of  which  the 
excavation  work  was  got  ready  in  the  fall. 
It  is  expected  that  there  will  also  be  con- 
siderable work  on  dwellings  this  year. 
Bricklayers  and  masons  are  very  slack,  al- 
though about  20  per  cent  of  their  number 
are  at  work  on  the  new  tube  works.  Car- 
penters and  joiners  have  not  been  steadily 
employed  during  the  month,  only  jobbing 
being  under  way.  The  same  applies  to 
painters  and  decorators. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades.— Iron 
moulders  have  had  a  good  month,  and  there 
are  no  idle  men.  Machinists  were  also  well 
employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  report  a  fairly  steady  month's 
work.  Upholsterers  are  well  employed  for 
the  season  of  the  year.  Carriage  workers 
are  busy  on  spring  work.  Organ  and  piano 
workers  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port business  good,  with  no  idle  men. 
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Textile  trades. — Brussels  weavers  report 
a  fair  month.  Textile  workers  of  all  kinds 
have  been  steadily  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  have  been  only 
fairly  well  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  a  fair  month.  Butchers, 
bakers,  hotel  and  delivery  employees,  &c., 
have  had  an  extra  good  month,  owing  to 
large  number  of  O.  A.  C.  students  boarding 
in  the  city. 

Transport. — Teamsters  are  having  an  ex- 
tra good  season,  caused  by  the  demand  for 
fuel.  City  teamsters  have  hauled  in  large 
quantities  of  wood,  and  this  together  with 
the  ice  harvest  and  the  extra  amount  of 
coal  being  delivered  for  the  season,  has 
made  a  good  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  has 
been  more  generally  employed  than  is  usual 
at  this  season. 

STEATFOED,  ONT.,  AND  DLSTEICT. 

Mr.  M.  H.  Westbrook,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  employment  of  labour  during  Janu- 
ary has  been  plentiful,  with  the  exception 
of  outdoor  work.  Very  little  short  time 
is  being  worked  in  the  factories,  the  hours 
of  labour  ranging  from  55  to  60  per  week. 
The  opening  of  two  new  industries  is  giv- 
ing employment  to  several  woodworkers 
and  machine  hands.  The  Globe  Wernicke 
Office  Specialty  Company  have  put  on 
several  men  during  the  month,  and  will 
shortly  be  able  to  employ  finishers  and  ship- 
pers. ,  Considerable  female  help  will  also 
be  required.  The  erection  of  a  four  story 
biscuit  factory  will  be  commenced  im- 
mediately, and  will  require  a  large 
force  of  girls.  City  architects  say  that  a 
great  deal  of  building  will  be  done  here 
this  season,  all  being  busy  preparing  plans 
to  be  submitted  to  the  contractors.  The 
McLagan  Furniture  Factory  has  a  large 
force  of  men  employed,  and  openings  for 
high  grade  mechanics,  especially  cabinet- 
makers.     Although    many    inquiries    have 


been  made  of  this  company  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  goods  for  export,  it  has  al- 
ways found  a  market  in  Canada  for  all 
goods  manufactured.  The  Grand  Trunk 
repair  shops  are  busy,  and  are  working  55 
hours  per  week.  The  employees  succeeded 
in  buying  several  hundred  cords  of  hard 
wood  in  the  vicinity  of  Lucknow,  which 
they  were  able  to  sell  at  $6.50  per  cord  of 
128  feet.  This  amount  of  extra  wood  com- 
ing into  the  city,  helped  very  materially 
to  lessen  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the 
scarcity  of  coal.  With  the  exception  of 
the  Stratford  Bridge  Works,  which  have 
recently  laid  off  a  few  hands,  all  other  fac- 
tories are  busy.  A  branch  of  the  Traders' 
Bank  will  be  opened  here  in  a  few  days, 
making  four  chartered  banks  doing  busi- 
ness in  the  city.  The  Trades  and  Labour 
Council  has  passed  a  resolution  asking  for 
the  abolition  of  property  qualifications  for 
aldermen  and  mayor. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  fine  sleighing  during  the  month  has 
enabled  farmers  to  do  chopping  and  draw- 
ing wood  on  an  extensive  scale,  wood  bring- 
ing from  $8  to  $10  per  cord. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  Company 
has  been  very  busy  all  month.  The  com- 
pany had  added  during  the  last  year  forty - 
two  new  locomotives  to  its  system,  all  being 
of  a  heavy  type.  The  officials  report  the 
present  winter  as  the  most  active  in  some 
years  in  freight  circles.  Several  bands 
have  been  put  on  in  this  district  during 
the  month,  including  many  firemen. 

A  feature  of  the  present  transportation 
situation  aside  from  the  extra  rush  of 
handling  coal,  is  the  traffic  in  grain,  which 
is  abnormally  large  for  this  time  of  year, 
many  cars  passing  through  here  from  the 
west  for  Portland. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
painters  and  plasterers  nre  experiencing 
a  very  slack  month  as  is  usual  at  this  time 
of  year,  while  carpenters  and  plumbers  are 
busy  considering  the  season,  and  as  com- 
pared with  the  same  month  of  other  years. 
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Metal  and  engineering  trades. — -January 
has  been  a  good  month  for  these  trades, 
iron  moulders  being  all  employed.  Ma- 
chinists are  busy,  a  few  having  been  taken 
on  during  the  month  ;  they  are  working 
55  hours  per  week.  Blacksmiths  and  horse- 
shoers  have  had  an  exceptionally  busy 
month.  Boilermakers  and  tubers  are  busy, 
some  overtime  being  worked. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
These  trades  are  kept  busy,  and  have 
much  work  on  hand,  and  in  i>rospect. 
Good  mechanics  can  obtain  work  at  cabi- 
net-making. Upholsterers  are  also  very 
busy,  and  the  same  can  be  said  of  carvers. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
generally  experienced  a  dulness  in  their 
trade  after  Christmas,  but  the  month's 
business  has  been  very  satisfactory  and 
none  are  unemployed.  They  have  asked 
the  City  Council  to  have  the  union  label 
upon  all  the  city  printing. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
not  at  all  busy,  though  none  nre  entirely 
out  of  employment,  a  system  prevailing 
here  of  keeping  all  hands  on  and  taking 
the  work  that  does  come  in  by  turns.  Gar- 
ment workers  are  very  busy,  the  Stratford 
Clothing  Company,  taking  on  hands. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  having  done 
plenty  of  business  during  the  month.  The 
bakers  say,  that,  at  the  present  prices  of 
flour  but  little  profit  is  being  made  by 
selling  bread  at  5  cents  per  two-pound  loaf. 
Cigarmakers  are  all  employed  and  rave 
had  a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  delivery  em- 
ployees and  laundry  workors,  have  all  had 
a  good  month's  work. 

Transport. — All  hands  employed  in  the 
traflic  department  of  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway,  have  had  an  exceedingly  good 
month,  much  extra  time  having  been 
worked. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  no  demand 
for  unskilled  labour. 


DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Seaforth. — All  industries  are  active,  ma- 
chinists being  in  demand  during  the  whole 
month.  A  by-law  was  recenty  carried 
granting  $10,000  for  the  extension  of  the 
woollen  mills. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  :— 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  situation  in  January  was 
somewhat  better  than  during  the  same 
month  last  year.  In  the  building  trades 
business  is  much  better  than  is  usual  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  although  quite  a  number 
of  men  are  idle.  The  foundries  and  fac- 
tories are  all  busy,  and  on  the  railways 
business  is  rushing.  Domestic  help  is  al- 
ways in  demand.  The  rolling  mills  are 
about  completed,  and  have  one  fire  going  to 
help  to  finish  up  the  plant.  Six  car-loads 
of  cement  were  used  in  the  building.  The 
organ  factory  is  expected  to  begin  oper- 
ations in  a  few  days.  Several  experienced 
mechanics  have  arrived  to  work  in  that  con- 
nection. The  Builders  Supply  Co.,  owing 
to  the  high  price  charged  for  brick  by  the 
manufacturers,  is  putting  up  a  building 
175  by  70  feet,  and  will  instal  a  modern 
brick-making  plant.  The  company  expects  • 
The  400  employees  at  the  G.T.R.  Co.'s  car 
customs  and  inland  revenue  returns  for  the 
last  six  months  of  1902,  are  as  follows: — 
Customs,  $27,756 ;  inland  revenue,  $4,305.80. 
The  400  employees  at  the  G.  T.  R.  Co.  car 
shops  have  had  their  time  increased  from 
48  to  53J  hours  per  week,  which  is  longer 
than  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and  as 
they  get  paid  by  the  hour  it  means  better 
wages  to  them.  The  Leonard  Engine  and 
Boiler  Co.  was  compelled  to  run  short  time 
for  a  few  days  owing  to  shortage  of  coal. 
A  fire  occurred  in  the  enamel  and  tin  de- 
partment of  the  McClary  Manufacturing 
Co.  early  in  the  month,  and  threw  180  peo- 
ple out  of  employment  for  two  weeks.  The 
machinery  was  all  saved  and  moved  to  an- 
other part  of  the  premises,  and  all  hands 
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are  working  again.  The  loss  was  about 
$80,000.  The  burnt  part  is  being  rebuilt 
by  day  labour.  The  fuel  situation  is  gra- 
dually easing  up,  although  $10  per  ton  is 
charged  for  coal.  The  city  has  installed 
a  cutting  and  splitting  plant  in  connection 
with  the  municipal  wood  yard,  and  is  selling 

at  the  following  rates : — 

Per  cord. 

Best   cordwood $    7  00 

Best   cordwood,    cut 7  50 

Best  cordwood,   cut  and  split 7  75 

No.   2,   grade  cordwood 5  00 

No.  2,  grade  cordwood,  cut 5  50 

No.  2,  grade  cord  wood,  cut  and  split  ..  5  75 

This  is  about  $1  less  than  prices  at  other 
yards. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing business  continues  in  a  very  active  con- 
dition, and  considerable  overtime  is  being 
done.  The  Advertiser  Co.  is  moving  into 
its  new  premises,  and  has  installed  a 
new  duplex  news  press  and  two  new  job 
presses. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  trade 
as  slack. .  A  clause  has  been  placed  in  con- 
tract for  supplying  firemen's  clothing,  stat- 
ing that  union  wages  must  be  paid  on  the 
job.  Garment  workers  report  trade  as  fair. 
A  firm  which  employs  over  200  hands,  mak- 
ing ready-made  women's  wearing  apparel, 
has  been  working  considerable  overtime. 
Boot  and  shoe  workers  continue  to  be  stead- 
ily employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  are  one  of  the  best  employed  body 
of  workingmen  in  the  city.  For  a  long 
time  idle  men  have  been  very  scarce,  and  at 
present  a  rumour  is  going  around,  that  one 
firm  is  contemplating  moving  to  Montreal 
on  account  of  scarcity  of  help. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers  are 
very  busy.  At  ITyman's  tannery  several  ad- 
ditional buildings  are  about  completed,  and 
their  capacity  has  been  doubled.  Darch  & 
Co.,  saddlery  manufacturers,  are  moving 
into  their  new  five  story  building,  and  will 
soon  need  more  hands  to  meet  their  in- 
creased trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  makers  report 
trade  as  good.     Furriers  are  very  busy. 


Transport. — Railroad  employees  of  all 
kinds  are  rushed  at  present.     On  the  G.  T. 

B.  freight  business  is  very  heavy,  and  train 
crews  are  having  plenty  of  work.     On  the 

C.  P.  B.  the  freezing  of  the  Detroit  river 
hindered  the  transmission  of  cars  from  one 
side  to  the  other,  and  thereby  delayed  traffic, 
causing  less  work  than  there  would  other- 
wise have  been.  Draymen  and  teamsters 
report  business  as  dull,  although  a  large 
number  of  men  and  teams,  who  otherwise 
would  have  been  idle,  were  busy  helping  to 
get  in  the  ice  harvest. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  shows  improvement 
on  the  whole  over  last  month,  and  with  the 
exception  of  trades  regularly  affected  dur- 
ing the  winter  season,  labour  is  generally 
well  employed.  During  the  past  month  de- 
velopments in  railway  circles  have  occurred 
of  much  importance  to  this  city.  The  Bere 
Marquette  Bailway  Company  has  taken  for- 
mal possession  of  the  Lake  Erie  and  De- 
troit Biver  Bailway,  and  by  arrangement 
with  the  Michigan  Central  Company  is 
sending  its  freight  through  Canada,  using 
the  Lake  Erie  tracks  from  Sarnia  to  St. 
Thomas  and  the  Michigan  Central  tracks 
from  St.  Thomas  to  Buffalo.  The  arrange- 
ment went  into  effect  on  January  12.  To 
provide  the  necessary  transfer  accommoda- 
tion at  this  point  two  new  sidings,  3,500 
feet  in  length,  have  been  built,  also  a  new 
'Y,'  connecting  the  M.C.B.  and  L.E.  and 
D.B.  tracks.  There  is  also  increased  activ- 
ity in  the  L.E.  and  D.B.  round-house,  the 
shops  making  ready  to  handle  repairing  on 
a  large  scale.  The  staff  will  shortly  be  in- 
creased from  about  10  to  20  or  30  men, 
chiefly  machinists  and  carpenters.  The 
work  of  harvesting  ice  for  the  M.C.B.  Co. 
and  city  supply  has  afforded  increased  em- 
ployment to  labour  for  a  short  time.  The 
M.C.B.  Co.  takes  its  supply  from  Water- 
ford,  and  harvests  about  22,000  tons.  Over 
100  men  were  employed  in  cutting. 
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CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  continues  normal,  no 
noteworthy  change  being  reported.  The 
broom,  brush  and  woodware  factory  con- 
tinues to  be  handicapped  by  a  shortage  of 
men,  and  the  firm  contemplates  sending  a 
representative  to  Great  Britain  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  required  labour.  The 
Sutherland  Innes  Company  has  com- 
menced the  erection  of  the  buildings  for  a 
stave  and  hoop  factory,  and  is  rapidly  ac- 
cumulating a  large  stock  of  timber  on  the 
new  premises,  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
continue  very  quiet;  very  few  new  build- 
ings are  in  progress,  and  work  is  practical- 
ly confined  to  the  finishing  of  a  large  dry 
goods  store  and  the  new  Collegiate  Insti- 
tute. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  iron  workers  and 
machinists  continue  fully  employed,  work- 
ing 9  hours  per  day. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
For  the  wood  workers  in  the  bending  and 
turning  factories  conditions  continue  nor- 
mal ;  for  planing  mill  hands  work  is  steady, 
as  also  for  car  builders  and  coopers. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  had  a  busy  month,  some  overtime  hav- 
ing been  necessary. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  had  a  very  slack  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  continue  to  be  steadily  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — The  Barbers'  Union  has 
raised  the  price  of  hair  cutting  from  15 
to  25  cents,  and  has  also  passed  a  resolution 
to  close  all  shops  on  holidays,  excepting 
when  a  holiday  falls  on  Saturday,  when 
shops  will  be  closed  during  the  afternoon 
only. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  John  B.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  conditions  show  little,  change 
from  last  month.  The  building  trade  is 
quiet,  though  work  on  a  few  of  the  build- 
ings started  in  the  fall  and  on  which  con- 
struction was  suspended  during  the  severe 
weather  of  the  first  part  of  the  month,  has 
been  resumed.  Inquiries  at  architects' 
offices  show  excellent  prospects  for  the  com- 
ing season.  A  great  many  men  are  being 
employed  drilling  for  oil  in  the  adjoining 
townships.  Railroad  traffic  continues  ac- 
tive. Wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  normal. 
Some  improvement  in  the  rate  of  wages  has 
taken  place  in  several  shops.  Labourers' 
wages  have  declined  for  outside  work.  Some 
difficulty  arose  between  the  men  employed 
cutting  ice  and  their  employers.  The  men 
were  getting  12£  cents  per  hour,  and  when 
the  job  was  nearly  done  demanded  15  cents. 
The  employers  refused  the  demand,  dis- 
charged the  union  men,  and  hired  others,- 
mostly  coloured,  to  finish  the  work,  which 
was  all  done  in  two  days. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  snow-fall  and 
consequent  good  sleighing  the  farmers 
have  been  enabled  to  bring  into  mar- 
ket, and  for  shipment  large  quantities  of 
produce  of  all  kinds.  The  scarcity  of  coal 
has  caused  a  sharp  increase  in  the  price  of 
pine  wood.  Farmers  who  have  wood  on 
their  lands  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
good  roads  and  the  high  prices  to  send  to 
market  all  the  wood  they  could  get  hold  of. 
Some  have  sold  their  rail  fences  and  bought 
wire  and  posts  for  a  new  fence  with  the 
proceeds,  and  made  a  good  profit  out  of  the 
transaction.  More  cordwood  has  been 
brought  here  both  by  rail  and  team  than 
ever  in  one  month  before.  There  has  been 
a  steady  demand  and  prices  have  remained 
very  high,  being  double  those  of  a  year  ago. 

All  local  factories  are  fully  employed 
with  plenty  of  orders  on  hand. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  carpenters 
and  painters  find  work  rather  slack.  Plumb- 
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ers  and  gas  fitters  are  fairly  well  employed, 
though  a  few  men  are  idle.  Carriage 
painters  have  had  an  increase  in  wages  from 
10  to  15  per  cent  during  the  month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — A  number  of  men  are  employed  in 
repairs  and  alterations  to  vessels  laying  up 
here.  Iron  moulders,  machinists,  engineers, 
electrical  workers  and  line  men  are  all  busy. 
Blacksmiths  and  horseshoers  are  exception- 
ally busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  had  steady 
employment. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  have  plenty  of 
work,  some  of  the  job  printing  offices  have 
had  to  enlarge  their  premises  to  accommo- 
date their  increased  business. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port an  exceptionally  busy  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  cigarmakers  have  steady 
employment. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  delivery  em- 
ployees, hotel,  theatre  and  laundry  employ- 
ees report  trade  very  good. 

Transport. — Railroad  traffic  is  very  ac- 
tive. Many  railroad  men  are  working  over- 
time. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  not  much  de- 
mand for  unskilled  labour,  and  wages  are 
low  at  present. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Raleigh. — In  Raleigh  township,  in  this 
vicinity,  a  large  number  of  men  are  en- 
gaged boring  for  oil  with  good  prospects  of 
success.  Two  flowing  wells  have  been 
struck,  one  about  six  weeks  ago,  and  an- 
other on  the  27th  instant,  which  experts  say 
are  superior  to  anything  of  the  kind  dis- 
covered in  this  country.  A  great  deal  of 
land  has  been  leased,  and  the  prospect  at 
present  is  that  a  considerable  capital  will 
be  employed  in  developing  the  district. 


WINDSOR,   ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  D.  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  generally  has 
been  well  maintained  throughout  the 
month,  although  most  workmen  ar^.  work- 
ing only  eight  hours  as  is  generally  the 
rule  in  the  winter  months.  Very  few  idle 
men  can  be  found  in  the  city  or  district. 
All  factories  are  in  active  operation.  The 
planing  mills  being  very  busy  owing  to 
the  amount  of  work  to  be  finished  before 
the  spring  trade  comes  on.  TI13  "Windsor, 
Sandwich  and  Amherstburg  Electric  Rail- 
way Company  is  building  a  large  addition 
to  its  power-house  and  is  putting  in  three 
large  boilers  and  two  engines,  thus  giving 
employment  to  a  number  of  bricklayers 
and  helpers.  Merchants  report  a  good 
month's  business,  not  much  credit  being 
asked  for.  There  were  no  changes  in  the 
rates  of  wages  reported,  and  there  have 
been  no  strikes  or  lock-outs  in  this  district. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Many  of  the  farmers  are  busy  cutting 
and  hauling  wood,  and  are  getting  good 
prices.  Good  prices  are  received  for  all 
farm  produce. 

The  manufacturing  industries  are  busy, 
and  some  of  them  are  working  overtime 
to  meet  the  demand.  The  salt  works  have 
shut  down  for  want  of  coal  but  expect  to 
be  able  to  start  up  by  February  1. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trade  is 
very  active  for  this  time  of  the  year, 
though  outside  work  has  been  checked  a 
little  by  the  severe  weather.  There 
are  many  outstanding  contracts  yet 
to  be  completed.  The  year  closed  with 
one  of  the  best  building  seasons  Wind- 
sor has  experienced  for  many  years.  There 
is  every  indication  also  for  a  satisfactory 
continuance  this  year  as  the  contractors 
are  all  busy  making  estimates  on  contracts, 
one  firm  having  secured  $12,000  of  work 
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already.  Bricklayers  are  all  well  employed, 
and  carpenters  report  very  few  men  out  of 
work.  Plasterers  are  fairly  well  employed, 
considering  the  trouble  they  have  had  to 
get  coke  to  keep  the  frost  out  of  the 
houses.  The  painting  trade  is  a  little  slack 
just  now.  Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters 
are  all  working  on  eight-hour  time. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Owing  to  the  good  sleighing  black- 
smiths are  very  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trade  is  very  active  with  plenty  of 
work  ahead.  The  Standard  Printing  Com- 
pany has  its  office  in  running  order  now, 
and  is  giving  employment  to  fifteen  hands. 

Clothing  trades. — The  tailoring  trade  is 
quiet  just  at  present,  as  this  is  its  slack 
time  of  the  year. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  butchers  report  trade  good.  Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  are  all  very 
busy. 

Miscellaneous. — The  barbers  had  a  slight 
difficulty  during  the  month,  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  a  shop  to  join  the  union.  The 
matter  was  given  over  to  a  committee  of 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  to  deal 
with,  and  the  employer  in  question  joined 
the  union. 

Transport. — Railway  employees,  express- 
men and  teamsters  are  all  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — No  unskilled  labour 
is  out  of  work,  wood  and  ice  cutting  at 
good  wages  furnishing  plenty  of  employ- 
ment. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  holiday  season  at  the  end  of  the  year 
did  not  materially  affect  the  steady  employ- 
ment which  all  classes  of  workmen  are  en- 
joying. Reference  is  not  made  to  those 
whose  occupation  customarily  ceases  with 
;  the  advent  of  extreme  winter  weather,  such 


as  the  bricklayers,  although  these  are  get- 
ting more  than  an  average  amount  of  job- 
ing.  Unskilled  labour  is  in  demand,  and 
for  men  who  can  handle  an  axe  with  any 
degree  of  skill,  there  is  an  unusual  demand 

Already  some  uneasiness  prevails 
amongst  both  employees  and  employers  in 
the  building  trades  relative  to  wages  for  the 
ensuing  season.  Lathers  are  making  efforts 
to  start  the  year  with  an  agreement  making 
a  standard  wage.  This  matter  will  pro- 
bably come  within  the  scope  of  the  work  of 
the  Building  Trades  Council.  The  repre- 
sentatives of  the  unions  already  members  of 
this  body  hope  to  be  able  this  year  to  make 
agreements  covering  every  branch  of  the 
building  trade,  and  such  agreements  will 
have  the  combined  support  of  the  whole  of 
the  building  trades.  In  view  of  the  large 
amount  of  building  projected  for  the  sum- 
mer the  importance  of  this  movement  can- 
not be  overestimated. 

CONDITION  OP  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — January  is  the  quietest 
month  of  the  year  for  the  employees  in  this 
branch  of  industry.  The  same  cannot  be 
said  for  the  employers,  as  most  of  them  are 
busy  figuring  on  the  extraordinary  number 
of  buildings  projected  for  the  ensuing  sea- 
son. Carpenters  for  the  time  of  the  year 
are  having  a  good  proportion  of  their  time 
in  employment.  Many  of  the  large  con- 
structions of  last  summer  are  not  yet  ready 
for  occupation,  and  such  are  providing  in- 
door work  during  the  severe  months  of  the 
year. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — In  all 
lines  good  business  is  reported,  and  the 
prospects  are  exceptionally  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Business  continues  to  be  all  that  can  be  de- 
sired in  these  lines.  One  of  the  large  fac- 
tories is  working  on  shorter  hours,  not  be- 
cause of  the  slackness  of  business  or  lack 
of  orders,  but  because  of  the  light.  Just 
as  soon  as  the  days  lengthen  work  hours 
will  also  be  extended. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — All  the  offi- 
ces are  busy,  and  prospects  are  exceedingly 
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bright.  Negotiations  are  being  carried  on 
by  the  employees,  with  a  committee  of  the 
employers,  with  a  view  to  an  advance  in  the 
rates  of  wages.  The  contract  between  the 
Typographical  Union  and  the  majority  of 
the  employers  terminates  on  January  31. 
The  men  contend  that  the  cost  of  living 
justifies  their  demand,  and  the  employers 
that  they  cannot  advance  the  rate  on  ac- 
count of  wages  at  competing  points  in  east- 
ern Canada  being  so  much  lower  than  those 
already  being  paid  in  Winnipeg. 

Clothing  trades. — The  factories  are  all 
running  at  full  time,  and  the  indications 
are  that  business  will  be  very  good. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — This 
branch  of  industry,  like  others  in  Winnipeg, 
is  enjoying  a  season  of  prosperity. 

Miscellaneous. — The  laundry  business  in 
Winnipeg  is  beginning  to  assume  rather 
extensive  proportions.  Another  application 
is  being  made  for  incorporation  to  carry  on 
a  laundry  business,  and  the  existing  ones 
are  all  busy. 

Transport. — Employment  is  steady  in  all 
branches.  The  Street  Car  Employees' 
Union  is  making  some  changes  in  its  con- 
stitution providing  for  sick  benefits. 

-BRANDON,    MAN.,   AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  8. P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

At  this  season  of  the  year  the  condition 
of  the  labour  market  is  usually  dull.  With 
the  exception  of  some  odd  jobs  for  carpen- 
ters, all  the  men  engaged  in  the  building 
trade  are  idle.  Some  of  the  local  factories 
are  shut  down  for  a  few  months,  but  will 
open  again  in  the  spring  with  additional 
machinery  for  the  manufacture  of  build- 
ing supplies.  Men  engaged  on  the  rail- 
ways are  very  busy,  the  staff  of  men  em- 
ployed on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
being  double  that  of  this  time  last  year. 
Great  activity  is  evidenced  in  the  move- 
ment of  merchandise  in  the  railway  freight 
houses.     In  wholesale  and  retail  business 


circles  conditions  are  very  quiet  at  present, 
though  wholesalers  report  orders  for  spring 
delivery  as  very  large.  There  were  no 
changes  in  rates  of  wages  or  hours  of  lab- 
our, and  no  strikes  or  lock-outs. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — There  is  very  little  move- 
ment of  grain  at  present  as  all  the  elevators 
in  this  district  are  full,  and  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  has  issued  orders 
to  its  agents  not  to  receive  any  more  grain 
for  Fort  Wiliam  and  Port  Arthur  as  there 
are  sufficient  cars  under  load  with  grain 
to  these  points  to  fill  all  elevator  space. 
It  is  expected,  however,  that  additional! 
elevator  space  will  be  available  this  month.  ( 
The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
has  also  notified  shippers  that  it  will  supply 
cars  in  accordance  with  the  provision  of 
the  Grain  Act  for  shipment  over  its  own 
road  to  points  other  than  Fort  William 
and  Port  Arthur.  One  local  firm  is  ship- 
ping grain  along  the  Morris  branch  of  the 
Canadian  Northern  Railway  to  Australia, 
viz.,  one  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  oats, 
via  Vancouver,  by  the  steamer  California, 
at  that  port.  The  Dominion  Elevator  Com 
pany  has  shipped  one  hundred  cars  of 
wheat  to  the  same  point. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  stone 
masons  are  idle.  Carpenters  and  joiners 
and  lathers  and  plasterers  are  idle.  Paint- 
ers and  decorators  report  trade  dull. 
Plumbers  report  trade  very  good.  Steam 
fitters  are  busy.  Stonecutters  report  nc 
men  employed  and  builders'  labourers  re- 
port trade  slack. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin 
ists  find  trade  very  brisk,  and  there  ar^ 
openings  for  some  good  men. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  lrad<it\— 
Upholsterers  report  trade  as  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re 
port  trade  fairly  good.  Photo  engraver 
report  trade  slack. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re 
port  trade  very  good. 
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and     confectioners     report     trade     brisk.  r    .   ,    „                 , 

„      _              .                  LL  Mr.  R.  A.  Laird,  Correspondent,  reports 

Butchers  and  meat  cutters  are  busy.     Ice  ni 

,    ,  .                 ,  as  iollows: — 
cutters  and  drivers  are  busy. 

Leather  trades. -Tanners  and  curriers  re-  GENEEAL  condition  of  the  labour  market. 

port  trade  good.  Labour  conditions  in  the  Kootenays  dis- 

JfiweBaneow.-Barbers      report      trade  tricts  of  British  Columbia  ha™  varied  but 

good.     Clerks  and  stenographers  are  busily  little    durin?     J^ary.     Throughout     the 

employed,    but    there    are    no    openings,  mining  sections  there  is  considerable  activ- 

Steam  laundry  and  hand-workers  are  very  ^  Particularly   in   the  Slocan  and   Lar- 

i  dean,  where  many  mines  depend  upon  the 

snow  to  rawhide  out  ore.     This  is  in  full 

Transport. — All   men   employed   in   rail-  operation  where  the    rawhide    method    of 

way  transportation  service,  are  very  busy  transportation  is  practised.     It  has    given 

and  will   continue  so   until   spring   opens,  employment   to   a   considerable  number  of 

Teamsters   and  expressmen   are  fully   em-  packers,  who  are  engaged  in  ranching  at 

ployed.  other  seasons,  and  as  the  work  is  well  paid, 

Unskilled  labour.— -There  are  not  many  those  employed  in  packing  ore  are  doing 
idle  men  in  the  city  at  present.  A  large  wel1-  In  the  Camborne  camp  some  con- 
number  have  found  employment  in  railway  struction  is  under  way,  a  couple  of  stamp 
WOrk.  mills  being  in  course  of  erection.     At  Mor- 

risey,  in  East  Kootenay,  the  Crow's  Nest 

district  notes.  Coal  Company  is  erecting  coke  ovens  and 

The  elevator  companies  in  the  district  employing  a  strong  force  of  men,  although 
are  complaining  of  the  provisions  of  the  the  heavy  snowfall  and  frost  hampers  oper- 
Grain  Act.  The  chief  objection  lies  in  the  ations  to  some  extent.  The  ovens  are  so 
distribution  system  of  cars,  for  the  use  of  urgently  required,  however,  that  the  work 
farmers,  who  wish  to  load  from  platforms.  is  beinS  expedited  as  much  as  possible. 
So  far  there  has  been  no  complaint  in  this  A  demand  exists  in  East  Kootenay  for 
district.  The  farmers  appear  to  be  well  coal  miners,  the  mines  there  being  short- 
satisfied  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  as  handed  and  apparently  unable  to  strengthen 
by  shipping  direct  they  claim  that  seven  their  crews  readily.  A  number  of  Penn- 
cents  per  bushel  is  saved  which  would  sylvania  miners  returned  east  when  the  an- 
otherwise  go  to  the  elevator  companies,  thracite  strike  was  settled,  and  the  coal 
It  is  expected  that  at  Morden,  a  town  companies  are  taking  on  every  man  apply- 
in  the  Stanley  district,  the  Canada  Cement  ing  for  work.  Experienced  men  only,  how- 
Company,  will  start  operations  about  six  ever>  are  eligible  for  the  coal  mines,  the  law 
miles  from  the  town,  where  a  fine  bed  of  requiring  a  license  from  each  man  testify- 
cement  is  found  by  the  Pembina  river,  in  ing  to  the  experience  he  has  had  in  the 
quantities.  It  is  said  that  it  is  sufficient  trade, 
to  supply  all  future  demands  of  the  west. 

The  company  has  recently  reorganized,  hav-  Alon£  the  Crow's  Nest  road  hundreds  of 

ing  been  incorporated  by  the  local  legisla-  men  are  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  more 

ture  about  two  years  ago.    It  is  capitalized  experienced  men  are  wanted,  as  the  indus- 

at  one  million  dollars,  and  has  on  its  direc-  ir?  is  bein^  developed  at  an  unprecedented 

torate,  some  of  the  leading  financiers    of  fate  as  tLe  outcome  of  the  influx  of  settlers 

the  Dominion   and  of  the  United   States.  into  the  North-west  Territories. 

Quite  a  quantity  of  cement  was  used  in  the!  During  January  the  snowfall  throughout 

(North-west  last  year.     This  work  will  give  the   Kootenays    was    exceptionally    heavy, 

employment  to  150  men.  and  hundreds  of  men  were  employed  by  the 
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railroad  companies  on  extra  gangs  for  the 
removal  of  snow. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

During  the  past  month  the  demand  for 
labour  continued  good.  The  contract  has 
been  let  and  work  commenced  on  the  re- 
building of  the  block  recently  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  new  car  shops  erected  by  the  Bri- 
tish Columbia  Railway  Company  are  now 
fully  equipped,  and  a  staff  of  about  30 
skilled  mechanics  are  at  work  on  the  frames 
for  the  first  three  cars  to  be  manufactured 
in  British  Columbia.  In  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  it  is  expected  that  the  staff  will 
be  steadily  increased  as  the  work  on  the 
cars  progresses.  Already  over  $20,000  has 
been  expended  in  buildings  and  equipment. 
Other  buildings  are  to  be  added,  a  paint 
shop  40  x  60  feet  and  a  car  house  40  x  120 
feet.  The  Great  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany has  commenced  to  build  a  branch  line 
of  railway  from  Cloverdale  to  Canoe  Pass 
on  the  Fraser  River  to  connect  with  the 
steam  ferry  to  Victoria.  Several  new 
buildings,  including  boarding  houses  and 
stores  for  the  contractors,  are  already  in 
course  of  erection.  A  large  number  of  men 
have  left  here  to  work  on  construction.  On 
January  1,  the  iron  moulders  of  this  city 
were  granted  by  their  employers  a  schedule 
of  9  hours  per  day.  The  minimum  wage 
paid  a  journeyman  moulder  for  9  hours' 
work  is  $3.50.  The  Japanese  employed  at 
the  Brunette  saw  mill  went  out  on  strike 
during  the  present  month.  The  trouble 
was  of  short  duration,  the  men  gaining 
their  demand.* 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  British  Columbia  Salmon  Packers' 
Association  has  commenced  to  make  alter- 
ations and  improvements  to  some  of  its  can- 
neries. A  large  staff  of  employees  is  at 
present  employed.     The  run   of    steelhead 

*An  account  of  this  dispute  is  given  in  the  ar- 
ticle on  the  trade  disputes  occurring  in  January 
published  in  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 


salmon  has  commenced,  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  fishermen  are  taking  out  licenses  for 
the  season.  The  catches  so  far  have  been 
small,  but  the  heaviest  part  of  the  run  ig 
not  expected  until  next  month.  The  fish 
being  taken  at  the  present  time  find  a  ready 
sale  on  the  local  market.  Large  shipments 
of  frozen  fish  are  still  being  made.  An- 
other cold  storage  plant  is  being  erected  by 
a  company  not  interested  in  the  British 
Columbia  packers'  combine. 

In  the  lumbering  industry  one  of  the  city 
mills  has  closed  down  for  repairs.  All  the 
mills,  with  this  one  exception,  are  running 
full  time,  with  orders  ahead. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  all  employed,  but  owing  to  the  un- 
settled state  of  the  weather,  did  not  make 
full  time.  Many  carpenters  here  fish  dur- 
ing the  summer.  At  this  time  of  the  year 
labour  is  plentiful.  Plasterers  report  work 
a  fair  month,  with  prospects  of  a  good 
spring  trade.  Work  among  painters  is 
dull.  Many  are  idle.  Plumbers  and  iron 
workers  report  work  steady  and  all  men 
employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — In  this 
branch  work  is  plentiful,  and  a  scarcity  of 
men  is  reported,  one  firm  advertising  for 
mechanics,  &c. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — • 
Shingle  weavers  are  all  employed  and  mak- 
ing full  time,  the  supply  of  cedar  being 
good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port work  fair  and  all  members  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  work  steady,  all  members  in 
employment,  but  no  demand  for  additional 
help. 

Transport. — The  river  trade  has  been 
heavy  during  the  past  month.  The  steam- 
ers arriving  and  departing  have  been  carry- 
ing full  loads.  The  demand  for  men  in 
this  line  is  not  good  at  the  present,  how- 
ever, for  many  of  the  employees  of  the 
C.P.R.  Company's  boats  are  on  the  year 
round,  some  going  north  in  the  spring  and 
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returning  for  the  river  work  in  the  winter. 
Street  railway  employees  report  work  plen- 
tiful. A  number  of  new  men  are  being 
taken  on  to  fill  vacancies. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  demand  for 
labour  at  the  present  throughout  the  dis- 
trict, and  as  the  spring  approaches  the  de- 
mand will  increase. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Throughout  the  district  work  is  plentiful. 
Several  surveying  parties  are  out  on  rail- 
road survey  and  provincial  road  work.  The 
C.P.R.  Company  is  improving  its  right  of 
way  and  rebuilding  some  of  its  bridges. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  G.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 


GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  civic  elections  and  the  bye-election 
for  Burrard  temporarily  affected  industry 
and  business  in  January.  Labour  on  the 
whole,  considering  the  wet  season,  has  been 
fairly  well  employed.  In  a  couple  of  in- 
stances slight  increases  in  wages  are  re- 
ported. The  iron  moulders  have  been  grant- 
ed a  nine  hour  day  with  a  minimum  wage 
of  $3.50.  The  machinists  have  adopted  a 
new  schedule,  and  all  the  employers  but  one 
have  signed  it.  Work  is  reported  fair  in 
the  iron  trade  at  present,  and  the  outlook  is 
promising. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Japanese    are    selling    herring    for    half 

a    cent    a    pound.     River    and  coast  fish- 

|  ing  is  poorly  paid  just    now.     The    deep 

sea  fisheries,  excepting  in  the  case  of  the 

New  England  Eish  Co.,  are  likewise  dull. 

In  accordance  with  a  decision  of  the  con- 
ductors and  trainmen  on  the  different  rail- 
ways west  of  the  Misissippi,  some  36  in 
number,  the  officials  of  the  Pacific  division 
of  the  C.  P.  R.,  were  notified  along  with  the 
heads  of  the  other  railways,  that  it  was  th<? 
intention  of  their  conductors  and  trainmen 
to  ask  for  an  increased  rate  of  wages. 

31 


CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  Builders'  Labour- 
ers Union  number  over  100  members..  There 
are  a  number  of  plasterers  out  of  employ- 
ment. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  work  fair. 
With  machinists,  work  is  fair.  Black- 
smiths report  no  idle  men.  Electrical 
workers  report  several  men  out  of  employ- 
ment. Prospects  are  fair  for  linemen. 
Jewellers  say  they  are  busy.  The  local 
train  line  have  several  new  cars  now  in 
course  of  construction.  The  C.  P.  R.  re- 
pair shops  are  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Pattern  makers  have  all  that  they  can  do 
at  present.  They  are  complaining  about 
the  wages  paid  them.  Shingle  weavers  re- 
port prospects  uncertain.  This  industry 
is  practically  controlled  by  the  Japanese 
and  Chinese. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Work  is 
slack,  and  a  few  men  are  idle. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — All  bake 
shops  are  union,  excepting  one.  Work  is 
only  fair.  Cigarmakers  report  trade  slack. 
It  is  estimated,  that  were  no  imported  goods 
handled  here  some  500  men  would  be  em- 
ployed, whereas  at  present  only  about  30 
are  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — With  clerks,  work  is  very 
scarce,  and  prospects  poor.  There  are  many 
good  men  looking  for  positions,  at  any 
wages.  Waiters  and  waitresses  suffer  from 
the  keen  competition  of  Chinese.  Cooks, 
waiters  and  bartenders  are  not  in  demand, 
there  being  several  idle.  Waitresses  are  in 
fair  demand. 

Transport. — There  are  several  spare 
street  railway  men.  Longshoremen  report 
work  scarce. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Revelstoke. — Machinists  report  work  as 
bemg  fair,  with  prospects  bright. 
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VICTOKIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  is  little  change  to  report  in  the 
condition  of  the  labour  market.  The  build- 
ing trades  are  unusually  dull,  and  there  is 
no  marked  activity  in  any  particular  line. 
The  telephone  linemen  who  went  out  on 
strike  on  November  29,  returned  to  work 
on  January  5,  having  gained  some .  con- 
cessions from  the  company.  They  were 
receiving  $2.79  per  day  of  nine  hours,  and 
were  given  $3  for  a  day  of  8  hours.  At 
the  civic  elections  held  January  15,  the 
question  '  Shall  8  hours  constitute  a  day's 
work  for  civic  employees,'  was  submitted 
to  a  vote  of  the  ratepayers  and  carried  on 
the  following  divisions: — Yea,  2,083  ;  nay, 
660.  This  means  a  reduction  in  hours 
without  reduction  in  pay.  Harmony  pre- 
vails between  employers  and  employees. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Provisional  organization  of  '  The  Pro- 
vincial Mining  Association  of  British  Co- 
lumbia '  was  effected  during  the  month. 
The  objects  of  the  association  are  '  to  im- 
prove the  conditions  which  now  surround 
the  mining  industry  of  the  province,  and 
to  further  the  interests  of  the  mine  owners, 
miners  and  all  other  persons,  whose  busi- 
ness is  directly  or  indirectly  affected  by 
the  prosperity  of  the  mining  industry  of 
British  Columbia.'  Those  eligible  for 
membership  are  miners,  mine  owners  and 
all  others  interested  in  the  mineral  indus- 
try of  the  province.  The  meetings  were 
well  attended,  delegations  being  present 
from  Atlin,  Cariboo  and  other  sections  of 
the  province.  It  was  decided  to  call  an- 
other convention,  to  be  held  in  this  city 
on  February  25,  to  adopt  a  constitution  and 
by-laws,  and  permanently  organize  the  asso- 
ciation. 

The  sealers  are  later  than  usual  in  get- 
ting away  this  year.  Three  schooners  have 
gone  to  the  Japan  coast,  but  the  British 
Columbia  coast  fleet  is  not  all  away  yet. 
Hunters  are  scarce  and  have  demanded  an 


increase  from  $3  per  skin  to  $3.50.  For 
white  hunters  going  to  the  Japan  coast  a 
satisfactory  wage  schedule  was  arranged 
as  follows  : — $2.50  for  the  first  50  skins 
taken  ;  $3  for  100  skins  ;  $3.25  for  125 
skins  ;  $3.50  for  150  skins,  and  $4  for  200 
or  anything  above  that  number.  Indian 
hunters  were  last  year  paid  $4  a  skin 
for  pelts  taken  on  the  coast,  and  $6  a  skin 
for  those  obtained  in  Behring  sea.  This| 
7/ear  a  uniform  rate  of  $5  per  skin  will  be 
paid  for  the  entire  season,  and  natives  will 
be  required  to  engage  for  the  whole  season. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Work  is  still  scarce  ir 
all  branches  of  the  trade,  and  pros- 
pects for  the  balance  of  the  winter  are  no1 
bright.  The  building  inspector's  repori 
for  the  last  year  shows  a  total  expendi- 
ture on  buildings  and  repairs  of  $326,000 
divided  as  follows  : — 84  wooden  buildings 
costing  $145,250  ;  7  brick  buildings,  cost 
ing  $59,500  ;  additions  to  wooden  build 
ings,  $8,550  ;  additions  to  brick  buildings 
$37,700;  sundry  alterations  and  repairs 
$75,000. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Conditions  are  about  the  same  aj 
in  December.  Iron  moulders  are  busy 
Machinists  are  fairly  well  employed 
Blacksmiths  and  boilermakers  report  worL 
fair.  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  are  full;i 
employed,  except  through  an  occasional 
interference  by  bad  weather. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders,  report  satis 
factory  conditions  and  constant  employj 
ment. 

Clothing  trades. — Employment  was  no 
as  good  with  journeymen  tailors  as  foj 
the  preceding  month.  Towards  the  en, 
of  the  month  trade  got  very  dull.  Gai 
ment  workers  are  all  employed,  and  e:s 
perienced  machine  hands  are  in  demanc 
Wages  amount  to  $6  per  week  of  44  honn 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakei 
are  fairly  well  employed.  Cigarmakers  ar 
busy  and  all  hands  are  working. 
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Leather    trades. — Harness    and    saddlers  provements,  and  the  outlook  for  the  future 

•report  trade  fair,  but  conditions  are  very  is  better  than  for  some  time  past,  although 

unfavourable  for  journeymen.    A  union  of  at  present  there  is  not  much  doing  owing  to 

the  leather  workers  was  formed  during  the  the  change  not  being  fully  accomplished, 
month,  and  an  effort  will  be  made  to  im- 


prove the  state  of  affairs  now  prevailing. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  well  em- 
ployed. Clerks  and  delivery  employees  re- 
port fair  employment. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees  re- 


CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  condition  of  the  lumber  trade  is  ac- 
tive, there  being  a  good  demand  for  logs 
for  export.  Work  in  the  woods  is  plenti- 
ful, there  being  a  steady  demand  for  ex- 
perienced men.     The    saw  mills    are    also 


port  business  good,  with  plenty  of  work  for  working  very  steadily,  but  there  are  plenty 

all  hands.  of  men  to  fill  all  demands. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  still  a  large  In  the  coal  mines  there  are  a  great  num- 

surplus  on  the  market.  ber  of  men  out  of  work,  but  an  early  im- 

district  notes.  provement  is  looked  for  owing  to  the  duty 

being  taken   off    on    the    American    side, 

Chemainus.-The  large  stone  kilns  being  where  near]y  aR  ^  cQal  ^  ig  mined  here 

constructed  for  lumber  company  here  are  .g  shipped. 
nearly   completed.      Many    other    improve- 
ments  are  being  made  both   at  the  mills  In  the  <*uartz  mines  hardly  anF  work   is 
and  in  their  camps.     Every  effort  is  being  DemS  done  at  Present, 
made  to  secure  a  large  stock  of  logs  for 
the  coming  season. 

Food   and    tobacco    preparation. — Cigar- 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTKICT.  makers  report  business  as  fair. 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 


Mr.  A.  E.  H.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF  THE   LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar- 
ket during  the  month  has  been  dull,  there 
being  very  little  demand  for  skilled  labour, 
and  hardly  any  for  unskilled  labour.  In 
commercial  circles  trade  has  not  been  very 
good,  owing  to  the  usual  quiet  following 
the  holidays.  The  new  Vancouver  Coal 
Co.,  one  of  the  principal  coal  companies  on 
the  island,  was  reorganized  into  the  West- 
ern Fuel  Company,  and  the  head  office 
changed  from  London  to  San  Francisco. 
The  new  company  is  planning  extensive  im- 


Transport. — Teamsters 
report  business  quiet. 


and 


expressmen 


Unskilled  labour. — There  is  hardly  any 
demand  for  unskilled  labour. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Cumberland. — The  coal  mines  at  Cum- 
berland are  working  steadily,  the  discov- 
ery of  a  seam  of  anthracite  coal  having 
caused  operations  to  be  started  to  develop 
the  field. 

Ladysmith. — A  good  deal  of  building  and 
general  improvement  work  going  on.  The 
smelter  is  in  good  running  order,  and  em- 
ploys a  number  of  men. 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— ITS  GROWTH  AND   PRESENT 

POSITION. 

III.  THE  PROVINCE  OF    ONTARIO— Continued. 


IN  the  September,  1902,  number  of  the 
Labour  Gazette  was  commenced  the 
publication  of  a  series  of  descriptive  and 
statistical  tables  on  the  subject  of  labour 
organization  in  Canada.*  In  that  number 
the  development  and  present  position  of 
labour  organization  in  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces was  dealt  with.  In  the  October, 
1902,  number,  the  series  was  continued  with 
the  publication  of  descriptive  and  statisti- 
cal tables  in  reference  to  labour  organiza- 
tion in  the  province  of  Quebec.  On  ac- 
count of  the  publication  in  the  November, 
1902,  number  of  the  results  of  a  special  in- 
vestigation made  by  the  department  into 
the  coal  situation  in  Canada,  the  series  had 
to  be  discontinued  in  that  number.  Also 
because  of  the  publication  of  statistical  and 
descriptive  reviews  of  industrial  and  labour 
conditions  during  the  year  1902,  the  series 
had  to  be  omitted  in  the  January,  1903, 
Gazette.  In  the  December,  1902,  number 
the  subject  of  labour  organization  in  the 
province  of  Ontario  was  dealt  with.  Owing, 
however,  to  the  large  number  of  organiza- 
tions in  that  province,  the  tables  descriptive 
of  the  present  position  of  labour  organiza- 
tion alone  were  published.  The  statistical 
table  illustrating  the  growth  of  labour  or- 
ganization in  that  province,  which,  in  the 
case  of  the  articles  on  the  maritime  pro- 
vinces and  Quebec,  was  published  in  the 
same  issue  with  the  descriptive  tables,  being 
held  over  for  a  subsequent  number.     The 

♦The  investigation  upon  which  the  compilation 
of  these  tables  is  based  was  carried  on  by  the 
Department  of  Labour  during  the  months  im- 
mediately following  its  establishment.  In  the 
September,  1901,  issue  of  the  Gazette,  the  first 
fruits  of  the  investigation  were  published  in  the 
commencement  of  a  directory  of  labour  organi- 
zations of  Canada,  which  was  continued  through 
subsequent  issues  of  the  Gazette,  and  completed 
in  the  May  number  of  the  past  year.  The* 
investigation  was  made  to  include  only  such 
organizations  as  had  been  formed  until  July 
31,  1902,  and  of  these  organizations,  only  such 
as  were  existing  at  that  date.  No  notice  was 
taken  in.  the  record  of  organizations  which 
had  previously  been  formed  but  subsequently 
lapsed,  and  were  no  longer  in  actual  existence 
in   July,    1902. 


statistical  table  appears  in  the  present  is- 
sue. x 

The  classification  of  the  table  has  been  so 
arranged  as  to  illustrate  the  growth  of  la- 
bour organization  by  class  of  trades  or  call- 
ings organized.  The  years  in  which  local 
organizations  were  formed  are  given,  and 
by  reference  to  the  grouping  of  trades  it 
may  be  seen  at  a  glance  how  many  were 
formed  in  each  particular  year,  and  at 
what  periods  organization  was  most  active. 
Viewed  from  another  standpoint  the  tables 
also  disclose  in  which  groups  of  trades  or- 
ganization has  been  carried  on  most  exten- 
sively. A  detailed  statement  of  the  me- 
thod of  presentation  and  of  other  facts  pub- 
lished in  connection  with  these  tables  is 
given  in  the  September,  1902,  number  of 
the  Gazette. 

Incompletness  of  Tables. 

In  preparing  both  the  descriptive  and 
statistical  tables  the  department  made  every 
effort  to  have  its  information  as  accurate 
as  possible.  Notwithstanding  the  fact, 
however,  that  numerous  appeals  were  made 
to  some  of  the  organizations  for  even  such 
scanty  returns  as  a  statement  of  the  date 
at  which  the  organizations  were  formed,  the 
department  was  unable  to  receive  from  all 
replies  which  would  admit  of  its  informa- 
tion being  absolutely  complete.  There  is, 
accordingly,  a  slight  difference  in  the  figures 
to  be  found  in  the  two  groups  of  tables,  the 
descriptive  tables  being  the  more  complete, 
inasmuch  as  the  mere  existence  of  an  or- 
ganization afforded  a  sufficient  basis  for  the 
securing  of  a  record,  whereas  in  the  statis- 
tical tables  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  la- 
bour organization,  where  it  was  impossible 
to  secure  the  date  at  which  the  organization 
was  formed,  it  was  not  possible  to  record 
the  organizations  among  the  number  given 
in  the  table  illustrating  labour  development 
and  growth. 
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In  the  descriptive  tables  of  labour  organi-  at  Toronto,   and  in  the  following  year  a 

zation  in  Ontario,  which  appeared  in  the  lodge  at  Kingston,  Ontario.   The  respective; 

December,    1902,   number   of   the    Gazette,  numbers    of    these    lodges    at   the    present 

the  total  number  of  organizations  in  that  time  being  570  and  566.    In  the  same  year 

province  was  given  as  547.     In  the  present  the  International  Association  of  Machinists 

tables  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  organi-  established  a  lodge  at  Hamilton.    The  first 

zation  it  has  been  possible  to  secure  exact  organization    in    the   building   trades    was 

information  as  to  their  date  of  formation  formed    at   Hamilton,    Ont.,    the    Amalga- 

only  in  regard  to  429  existing  organizations,  mated  Society  of  Carpenters  and  Joiners 

In  other  words,  for  as  many  as  118  organi-  having  formed  a  union  in  1860,  which  is 

zations  the  department  was  unable  to  ob-  the  present  Local  No.  750  of  that  organiza- 

tain  any  returns  as  to  the  date  of  their  for-  tion.     Two  years  later  the  iron  moulders 

mation.       Even   in   the  descriptive   tables  formed   a   local   union    in    the   same   city, 

there  are  undoubtedly  some  omissions.  The  I}n    1864,    organization    in    the    transport 

general  result,  however,  may  be  taken  as  group    was    commenced    in    Belleville    and 

fairly   accurate.     In  the   statistical   tables  Hamilton,  in  each  of  these  cities  a  local 

practically  all  of  the  most  important  orga-  organization  of  locomotive  engineers  hav- 

nizations  have  been  taken  note  of,  so  that  ing  been  formed.    In  1868  organization  in 

for  purposes  of  understanding  the  general  this   group   was   considerably   extended  by 

trend   of  development   of  organization  by  the  formation  of  local  unions  of  railway 

trades  and  years,  the  incompleteness  of  de-  conductors  in  Toronto,  Brockville  and  Lon- 

tail  will  affect  only  in  a  slight  way  the  ac-  don.     In  1867  the  printers  union  of   Ot- 

curacy  of  any  generalization  which  may  be  tawa  was  organized,  and  in  1869  new  or- 

based  upon  them.  ganizations    of    printers    were    formed    in 

A  further  limitation  to  be  noted  is  the  Hamilton  and  London.     In  the  same  year 

fact  that  in  the  statistical  tables   no   ac-  the  bricklayers  formed  a  local  at  Toronto, 

count  has  been  taken  of  federated  groups  and   the    cigarmakera    an    organization    in 

of   organizations,   as   for   example,   central  tne  same  C1W> 

and  district  councils,  international  organi-  Keviewing     this    early    organization,    it 

zations,  general  assemblies,  &c.  would  appear  that  of  organizations  at  pre- 

As    already    mentioned    the    extent    and  sent  in  existence,  only  one  was  formed  in 

nature  of  existing  organizations  in  the  pro-  the  forties,  three  in  the  fifties  and  thirteen 

vince  of  Ontario  is  dealt  with  in  the  Decern-  in  the  sixties,  making  a  total  of  seventeen 

ber,  1902,   Gazette.     The  statistical  tables  of    the    present    organizations    existing    at 

published  in  the  present  number  refer  only  the    commencement    of    the    seventies    in 

to  its  growth.  Ontario. 

Early  Organization.  Organization  from  1870  to  1900. 

The  first  point  of  interest  to  be  noted  The  seventies  were  largely  years  of  indus- 
in  connection  with  the  growth  of  labour  trial  depression,  and  as  a  consequence,  bad 
organizations  in  the  province  of  Ontario,  is  years  for  labour  organization.  Nevertheless, 
that,  of  the  existing  organizations,  the  during  that  decade  eighteen  organizations 
earliest  to  be  formed  was  an  organization  in  all  were  formed,  which  since  that  time 
in  the  printing  trades,  which  was  formed  have  had  a  continuous  existence.  Of  these 
as  early  as  the  year  1844.  This  was  the  organizations,  eight  were  in  the  transport 
present  local  No.  91,  of  the  International  trades,  four  in  the  metal,  engineering  and 
Typographical  Union,  with  headquarters  at  shipbuilding  trades,  and  four  in  the  build- 
Toronto.  The  Amalgamated  Society  of  ing  trades,  and  one  in  each  of  the  printing- 
Engineers  were  the  next  to  form  a  local  and  tobacco  trades.  It  is  noteworthy  that 
organization,  establishing,  in  1850,  a  lodge  the  two  last  mentioned  were  organized  i.i 
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LABOUR   ORGANIZATION   IN   CANADA  — 
Table  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  Labour 


Classified  group  of  Trades. 

Province. 

Year  in  which 

« 
Building                 ... 

Ontario 

1844 

1850 

51 

1860 
1 

61 

62 
1 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 
1 

Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Tobacco   . 

1 

2 

"         .  •  • , 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Leather   •   . .      

Fur 

Textile 

Glass  Manufacture   

H         

2 

3 

Fishing  and  Agriculture 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Theatre  Employees 

Barbers 

Broom  Makers , 

Clerks  

Stenographers 

Household  Workers , 

General  Labour 

11 

■■ 

Knights  of  Labour 

Industrial  Brotherhood 

Total  number  of  Organizations  in  the 
Province  of  Ontario 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

the  last  year  of  that  decade,  and  that  one 
in  each  of  the  organizations  in  the  build- 
ing and  transport  trades  respectively  were 
also  organized  in  that  year.  Excepting 
three  organizations  in  the  building  trades, 
organized  in  the  years  '70,  '71  and  '72,  and 
three  in  the  metal  trades'  group,  organized 
in  '74,  there  were  no  organizations  formed 
during  the  seventies,  other  than  those 
formed  in  the  year  '79,  which  have  had  a 
continuous  existence  to  the  present  time, 
excepting  alone  the  organizations  formed 
in  the  transport  trades. 

With  the  eighties  organization  com- 
menced on  a  much  more  rapid  and  general 
scale.  Only  live  groups  of  trades  in  all 
had  been  represented  up  to  that  time,  but 


in  '83  organization  commenced  in  the  cloth- 
ing trades,  and  in  '86  in  the  food  prepara- 
tion group  and  among  the  employees  of 
public  authorities.  In  '87  the  first  organi- 
zation of  barbers  was  formed,  and  also  the 
first  organization  of  musicians,  a,nd  in  '89 
an  organization  was  formed  among  fur 
workers.  Simultaneously  with  these  mis- 
cellaneous groups,  organization  continued 
steadily,  and  in  fact,  with  very  rapid  strides 
among  the  other  branches  of  the  transport 
trades  and  in  the  building  trades.  Printers 
and  tobacco  workers  also  added  materially 
to  the  number  of  their  existing  organiza- 
tions. It  was  during  the  eighties  that  the 
Knights  of  Labour  commenced  organiza- 
tion in  the  province  of  Ontario,  and  three 
of    their    assemblies    formed    during    that 
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ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  POSITION. 
Organization  in  the  Province  of  Ontario. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 
L.O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  B.  No.  3. 


« 

Organizations  were  formed. 

Total  number  in 
group  in  Pro- 
vince. 

1870 

1 
1 

71 
1 

1 

1 
72  73 

1 

i 

74 

«•• 
o 

1 

4 

75 
1 

1 

76 

77 
1 

1 

78 

1 

1 

79 
1 

1 

1 

1 
4 

1880 

2 

81 

3 
1 

82 
4 

83 
1 

1 
2 

4 

84 
1 

2 
3 

85 

1 

2 
1 

4 

86 

1 
1 

1 
1 

3 

1 

8 

87 
4 

4 
1 

88 
1 

89 
3 

1 

1 
2 

1890 

1 
1 

1 
1 

91 

2 
1 

1 

2 
2 

1 

1 
10 

92 

2 
1 

1 

1 

5 

93 

2 
3 

4 

8 
1 

18 

94 

1 

i 

4 

2 

1 

9 

95 
3 

2 

1 

3 
9 

96 
5 

2 

3 
10 

97 

2 
2 

2 

.. 

1 

7 

98 

4 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 

1 

11 

99 

8 

14 

2 

2 

4 

5 

2 
1 

38 

1900 

13 

25 

17 

6 

8 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 

4 

2 

94 

01 

11 

10 

5 

7 
9 

7 

2 

1 

'6 
1 

'3 

3 

5 

2 
1 
2 

1 

1 
6 
1 

84 

02 

4 

2 

i 

10 
1 

"i 

1 

'3 

i 
1 

i 

i 
1 
3 

'7 

4 

42 

76 
75 
29 
29 

.  , 

1 

3 
3 

2 

3 

7 

1 

1 

1 
7 

37 
10 
14 

2 
1 
2 
1 

75 
2 
1 
8 
1 
7 
1 
3 

11 
4 
1 
4 

2 

1 
1 

11 

1 

4 

1 
5 
1 
17 
10 
1 

430 

decade  have  continued  to  the  present  time. 
Reviewing  the  decade  as  a  whole  it  would 
appear  that  54  organizations  were  formed, 
which  have  continued  to  the  present  time. 

In  the  nineties  the  steady  improvement 
commenced  in  the  eighties  was  continued 
without  interruption,  and  as  many  as  121 
organizations  in  all  of  such  as  still  exist 
being  added  to  the  previously  existing  list 
during  that  decade.  Of  this  number  38 
were  added  during  1899,  the  last  year  of  the 
decade.  The  transport  group  and  the  build- 
ing trades  group  continued  to  be  among  the 
trades  in  which  organization  proceeded 
most  rapidly,  as  many  as  29  additional  or- 
ganizations in  the  transport  group  and  23 
n  the  building  trades  group  having  been 


formed  at  that  time.  In  the  metal,  en- 
gineering and  shipbuilding  group  a  very 
rapid  and  important  advance  was  made,  no 
less  than  29  organizations  having  been 
formed  in  this  group,  14  of  which  were 
formed  in  the  year  1899,  the  last  year  of  the 
decade.  Organization  in  the  woodworking 
and  furnishing  groups  commenced  for  the 
first  time,  7  organizations  in  all  being 
formed  in  that  group  during  the  decade, 
other  groups  to  be  represented  for  the  first 
time  were  glass  manufacture,  with  one  or- 
ganization in  '97,  hotel  and  restaurant  em- 
ployees with  two  organizations  in  '99, 
theatre  employees  with  one  organization  in 
'94,  delivery  employees  with  one  organiza- 
tion in  each  of  the  years  '98  and  '99,  and 
clerks  with  one  organization  in  '91. 
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During  the  nineties  organizations  was 
also  continued  in  the  printing,  clothing 
and  tobacco  trades,  as  well  as  among  the 
employees  of  public  authorities  and  bar- 
bers. 

Organization  since  1900. 

With  1900  organization  commenced  on  a 
scale  much  more  extensive  than  in  any  pre- 
vious year.  Except  the  year  1899  imme- 
diately preceding,  five  times  as  many  organ- 
izations were  formed  in  1900  as  was  re- 
corded for  the  largest  number  formed  in 
any  preceding  year,  and  nearly  nine  times 
as  many  as  for  the  next  largest  number  re- 
corded in  any  other  year.  Between  two  and 
three  times  as  many  were  formed  as  in 
1899.  During  1901  and  1902  organization 
continued  on  a  scale  very  much  the  same, 
as  many  as  220  organizations,  of  which  the 
department  has  a  record,  having  been  added 
during  1900,  1901  and  to  July  31,  1902. 
This  is  undoubtedly  below  the  actual  num- 
ber, which  was  probably  nearer  250.  Taking 
account,  however,  of  such  organizations 
as  were  formed  until  July  31,  1902,  to- 
gether with  those  formed  in  1900  and  1901, 
it  will  be  seen  that  during  these  two  years 
and  a  half  more  organizations  were  added 
to  the  existing  list  than  were  represented  by 
the  total  number  of  organizations  existing 
in  the  province  at  the  beginning  of  1900. 

The  metal,  clothing,  building,  woodwork- 
ing, transport  and  printing  trades  were  the 
ones  in  which  organization  was  most  exten- 
sive. In  the  food  preparation  group,  and 
in  the  tobacco  group,  as  well  as  among  hotel 
and  restaurant  employees  and  barbers,  or- 
ganization was  also  very  materially  extend- 
ed. Organization  was  represented  for  the 
first  time  during  the  present  decade  in  the 
leather  trades,  among  textile  workers,  min- 
ing and  quarrying,  agricultural  workers, 
brewery  workers,  broommakers,  laundry 
workers,  stenographers,  household  workers 
and  general  labour.  Among  the  last  named 
no  less  than  17  new  organizations  were 
formed.  The  Knights  of  Labour  also  ad- 
ded several  new  assemblies  to  their  list, 
after  a  temporary  cessation  of  organization 
during  the  eighties. 


Review  of  Organization  by  Years. 

Reviewing  the  growth  of  organization 
over  the  entire  period  it  would  appear  that 
there  was  little  or  no  organization  prior  to 
the  fifties,  there  being  but  one  organization, 
namely,  that  of  the  printers,  formed  in 
1844,  in  existence  at  the  commencement  of 
the  sixties.*  During  the  sixties  organiza- 
tion proceeded  very  slowly,  and  in  only 
three  or  four  groups  of  trades.  In  the  sev- 
enties, owing  to  the  depression  of  the  times, 
the  increase  hardly  exceeded  the  number  or- 
ganized in  the  previously  decade.  The 
eighties  witnessed  a  considerable  advance, 
not  only  in  actual  number  of  organizations, 
but  also  an  increase  in  the  number  of  trades 
in  which  organization  took  place.  The 
nineties  were  years  of  substantial  progress 
in  labour  organization,  the  total  number  of  i 
existing  organizations  having  practically! 
doubled  in  that  decade,  and  in  1900  organi- 
zation continued  on  a  scale  theretofore  un- 
known, and  so  rapid  and  general  as  to  marl 
out  the  past  three  years  as  years  of  excep- 
tional growth. 

Organization  according  to  Trades. 

Having  regard  for  the  trades  in  whicl 
organization  has  taken  place,  it  will  be  seei 
that  not  only  was  organization  commence 
at  an  earlier  date  and  had  a  more  continu 
ous  existence  in  the  building,  metal,  engin! 
eering    and    shipbuilding    and     transporj 
trades  than  in  any  other  group,  but  that  th< 
number  of  existing  organizations  in   thes* 
groups  is  at  the  present  time  much  in  ex 
cess  of  the  number  of  existing    organiza 
tions   in  any  other  groups.     In  all    thre 
groups    the    number    of    organizations   i 
about  the  same,  there  being    on    July  Z1 
1900,  about  75  in  each  group.     Taken  tc 
gether,  the  three  groups  account  for  aboi 
one-third  of  the  total  number  of  labour  oil 
ganizations   in  the  province    of    Ontari< 
The  woodworking  and  furnishing  and  th 
printing  and  clothing  trades  contribute  tl 
next  largest  number  of  local  organization 
there  being  on  July  31,  1902,  29  existim 


*This  refers,  of  course,  only  to  such  organiz 
tions  as  are  still  in  existence. 
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organizations  in  the  woodworking  and  fur- 
nishing groups,  29  in  the  printing  group 
and  37  in  the  clothing  group.  Of  organi- 
zations having  between  10  and  20  local 
unions,  should  be  mentioned  such  as  exist 
in  the  tobacco  workers  group,  the  food  pre- 
paration group,  barbers  and  general  labour. 
The  Knights  of  Labour  also  have  10  local 
organizations.  Of  organizations  having  as 
many  as  5,  but  less  than  10  local  unions, 


should  be  mentioned  the  employees  of  pub- 
lic authorities,  hotel  and  restaurant  em- 
ployees and  musicians,  the  organizations 
with  less  than  5  being  those  connected  with 
the  leather  workers,  glass  manufacture, 
theatre  employees,  fur  workers,  textile 
workers,  mining  and  quarrying,  brewery 
workers,  broommakers,  laundry  workers, 
clerks,  stenographers  and  household 
workers. 


WAGES  AND   HOURS   OF   RAILWAY       EMPLOYEES,     CANADA— Continued. 

VI.— BAGGAGEMEN  AND  BRAKEMEN. 

DURING  the  summer  of  1902,  the  De-     the  fixation  of  a  definite  time  applicable  to 
partment   of   Labour    commenced    a     all  tables  was  preferable. 


special  investigation  into  the  rates  of 
wages  and  hours  of  labour  of  railway  em- 
ployees in  Canada.  An  account  of  this 
investigation  and  the  first  results  of  it 
were  published  in  the  September,  1902, 
number  of  the  Gazette,  in  which  statistical 


The  Statistical  Tables. 

The  figures  appearing  in  the  tables  are 
taken  from  returns  sent  to  the  department 
by  the  several  railway  companies  of  the 
Dominion,  and  also  from  printed  schedules 
tables  giving  the  rates  of  wages  and  hours  supplied  by  organizations  of  railway  em- 
of  employment  of  railway  conductors  ap-  pl0yees.  As  in  previous  tables  index  num- 
peared.  In  the  October,  1902  number,  the  bers  have  been  substituted  for  the  names 
series  was  continued  with  tables  in  refer-  0f  the  companies  and  the  department  in 
ence  to  locomotive  engineers  and  in  the  getting  forth  the  rate  has  not  given  aver- 
December,  1902  number,  were  published  ages  except  to  a  limited  degree,  but  has 
tables  in  regard  to  locomotive  firemen.  confined  its  statement  to  the  forms  adopted 
Owing  to  a  special  investigation  into  the  in  the  returns  made  by  the  several  corn- 
coal  situation  in  Canada,  the  results  of  panies.  About  50  different  companies  in 
which  appeared  in  the  November,  1902  au  have  reported  the  rates  being  paid  by 
number  of  the  Gazette  and  the  reviews  of  them  to  their  employees.  The  data  has 
industrial  conditions  in  Canada  during  the  been  classified  so  as  to  present  the  facts 
past  year,  which  appeared  in  the  January,  in  a  concrete  and  simple  form  and  in  the 
1903,  number,  the  statistical  tables  on  rates  manner  best  adapted  for  purposes  of  com- 
of  wages  had  to  be  held  over  for  subse-  parison.  The  grouping  has  been  made  first 
quent  numbers.  In  the  present  issue,  the  0f  all  according  to  provinces  and  then  each 
series  is  resumed  with  the  publication  of  province  according  to  classes  of  trains, 
statistical  tables  on  the  rates  of  wages  and  where  a  difference  in  the  rates  paid  has 
hours  of  employment  of  baggagemen  and  been  specified  in  the  returns  sent  to  the 
brakemen  on  the  several  railways  of  the  department.  Where  no  mention  of  any 
Dominion.  The  figures  given,  it  must  be  particular  class  of  train  has  been  made 
remembered,  indicate  the  rates  of  wages  the  rates  have  been  inserted  in  the  first 
current  during  the  summer  of  1902.  They  column  appearing,  namely,  that  which 
do  not  take  into  account  increases  made  gives  particulars  as  to  rates  paid  on  passen- 
since  that  time,  it  being  thought  that  for  ger  trains.  For  each  class  a  further  classi- 
purposes    of    comparison    in    future    years  fication  according  to  method  of  payment 
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WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF 

Table  No.  4. — 

Class  of 


d 
O 

>> 
ci 

i— •* 

ti 
12 

5 
6 
7 
8 

2 

10 

15 

16 

14 

2 

17 
39 

1 

18 

20 

Passenger  Trains— Baggagemen. 

Accommodation  Trains— Baggagemen. 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

a; 
.— * 

s 

Ph 

<v 

ti 

c. 

m 
CO 

a 

o 
o 

T-H 

ti 

$ 

p 

o 

ti 

ti 

,£3 

a 
0 

/-\ 

u 

V 

ti 

Specified 
Conditions. 

S 
ft 

ti 

c. 

'a 

0 
0 

u 

ti 

S3 
0 

l-j 

u 

ti 

>> 

© 

a 

0 

S 

ti 

P.  E.  Island. . . 

2nd  v.       it 

$     c. 

$      C. 

1  43 
1  591 
1  70 
1  924 

$ 

60  00 
40  00 

1st  y.  service. 
2nd  y.       u 

c. 

w      c. 

1  43 

1  59i 
1  70 

1  92i 

S 

4th  sub.  y.  ii 

.... 



3rd  y.       n 

Nova  Scotia. 

4th,  sub.  y.  11  . 



10-13| 

1  35 
1  45 
1  50 
1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

1  52- 
1  64 

1st  v.  service. . 

2nd  y.       n     . . 
3rd  y.        n 

.... 

4th  y.        it      . . 

(One  ertain 
trainslOc.per 
day  extra. ) 

(10  hours) 

.... 

.... 

NcwBrunswick 

1st  y.  service. . 
2nd  y.       u 

.    . . 

1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

1  73 

1  80 

2  31 

3rd  y.        h 

•    ■ 

(O  n  certain 
trainslOc.per 
day  extra. ) 

• 

...    . 

2  00 
2  2  10 



On  way  freight 
(Senior  rate) 

On  mixed 
(Senior  rate) 

Junior  rate  20 
per  cent  less. 

Main  line   (10 
hrt.  =day). 

Junior  rates  20 
per  cent  less. 
Branch  line .  . 

2  00- 
2  10 

Junior  rates  20 

percent  less. 

Specified  runs. 



50  00 

60  00 

•Quebec 

•    • 



.    . . 
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RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA. 
Baggagemen  and  Brakemen. 

Employees. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Statistical  Tables,  Series  B,  No  9. 


Passenger  Trains— Brakemen. 

Freight  Trains— Brakemen. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

6 

•  rl 

s 

u 

Ph 

w 

<D 

«  r-i 

a 

o 

o 

1— i 

Ph 
a> 

Ph 

in' 

O 
(-> 

Ph 

>> 
u 

CD 

Ph 

s 
o 

a 

U 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

a3 

a 

Ph 

DQ 

© 

r— H 

o 
o 

T-H 

Si 
© 

Ph 

o 
Ph 

>> 

Fh 

a 

o 

S 

Fj 

Ph 

1st  y.  service 

2nd  v.         ii     .... 

c. 

$      c. 

c. 

$    c. 

1  30 
1  45 
1  55 

1  75 

0. 

c. 


$    c. 

. . . 

c. 

$        p. 

$ 

3rd  y.         n      

50  00 
35  00 

10-13| 





1st  y.  service.    . . 

1  20 
1  25 
1  35 
1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

1  52- 
1  64 
1  25  , 
1  25 
1-1  15 
1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

1  50 
1  38 

1  54 

1  67 

2  12 

...... 

On  way  freights  20c. 
per  day  extra. 

On  freight  trains  us- 
ing   consolidation 
engines,    10c.    per 
day  ex"tra. 

2nd  y.       ti       .... 



1st   y.       ii  '     

2nd  y.       n       



3rd  y.       n       .... 

4th  y.       it       

(10  hours  =  day) . . . 

. 

1st  y.  service 

On  way  freight  20c. 
per  day  extra. 

On  freight  trains  us- 
ing   consolidation 
engines,    10c.    per 
day  extra. 



.... 

2nd  y.       n       

3rd  y.        u       

4th  y.        M       

(10             „                       „       )... 

Main  line,  10  hour 

day. 
Senior  rates 



Way  freight,  senior 
rate,  $2.31  per  100 
miles,  $2  per  day. 

Way  freight,  junior- 
rate,  $1.81  per  100 
miles,  $1.60  per  d. 

Through  fr't,  senior 
rate,  $1.87  per  100 
miles. 

Through  fr't.,  junior 
rate,  $1.43  per  100 
miles 

Mixed,  1  st  class . . . 

2nd    , 

3rd     t.     

Junior  rates  20  per 

1 

cent  less. 
Branch  line,  senior 

1  92- 

2  00 

. . 

1  40 
1  30 
1  25 
1  50 
1  40 
1  30 
1  40 
1  30 
1  25 
1  25 
1  75- 
1  90  1 

rate. 
Junior  rates  20  per 
cent  less. 

45-55 

1  85 

Way,    1st     ii     .... 
2nd    H     ... 

.... 



3rd    h     ... 
Specialist    n     ... 
2nd    ..     .... 

3rd     M 

.... 



Construction  .  .    . 

• 

1  75 
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Table  No.  \. — 

Class  of 


Province. 


Quebec— Con. 


Ontario  . 


o 
O 


19 

22 


21 
23 


Passenger  Trains— Baggagemen. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


Main  line . . . 
Branch  lines 


42 

43 

27 
24 

25 


26 

28 


30 

40 
4 

1 


1st  y.  service. . 

2nd  y.       n 

3rd  y.        n     . . 

4th, sub.  y.  n  . . 

(On  certain 
trainslOc.per 
day  extra.) 


<D 


CO 

0) 


O 
O 

T— I 

© 

Ph 


(Short'r  routes) 


($1  per  m.  add 
ed  for  each  y. 
in  service. ) 


Main  line. 
Branches . 


(Short'r  routes) 


- 
c 

S-i 

Ph 


c. 


2  10 


1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
I  75 


S3 
O 


- 

p. 


c. 


47  50- 
50  00 
42  00 


45-75 


60  00 
37  50- 

50  00 


Accommodation  Trains— Baggagemen. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


v 


Pi 


<X> 


© 
o 

1—1 

u 

P- 


9 

o 

u 

Ph- 


c. 


in 
0) 

Ph 


C 

o 

s 

Ph 


$    c.      8    c. 


Mixed. 


1  50 


2  00 


1  85 


45  00 


60  00 
45-60 


52-60 


37  50- 
38  50 


Mixed. 


Local. 


50-53 


50-55 i 
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RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA— Continued. 

Baggagemen  and  Brakemen — Continued. 

Employees — Continued. 


Passenger  Trains— Brakemen. 

Freight 

Trains 

—Brakemen. 

Specified 

a5 

miles. 

fa 

Specified 

© 

•  rH 

s 

fa 

-(J 

Conditions. 

s 

o 
o 

C 

o 
S 

Conditions. 

•  r-l 

a 

o 
c 

O 

o 

1—1 

& 

T3 

I— 1 

-G 

'O 

S 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

fa 

ti 

CO 

CO 

© 

co 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CD 

Ph 

Pm 

PM 

Ph 

Pm 

PM 

Pm 
$     c. 

Ph 
c. 

Ph 

Ph 

C. 

$    o. 

C. 

$  c. 

$ 

c. 

$    c. 

$ 

I 

1  90 

1  85 

1  40 
1  60 
1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

42-54 
40  00 

1st  six  months 

After       n           

|  1  75 
2  00 

1*85' 

1  50 

1  65 
1  75 
1  95 
1  40 
1  55 
1  65 
1  85 

Branch  line 

2nd  y.       n       

.... 



...    . 



.    .   . 

42-65 

Way,  1st  y.  service. 
2nd' 

3rd          ., 
4th,  sub.  n 
On    freights     using 
consolidation 
engines. 

Mixed  service 

.... 

3rd  y.       n       

4th, sub.  y.  t.   .... 

•   ••*•• 

■   •  ■ 

40-60 

Way  freight.: 

Local 

1  55- 
1  75 

..... 



50  70 

(Shorter  routes) 
(12  hours) 

55  00 
35-45 

45-55 

. .    . 



1  25- 
1  40 
1  70 

Through  freight. . . . 

1  43- 
1  87 

1  81- 

2  31 

- 

1  50- 

1  70 

30  00 

1st  y.  service .... 

2nd  y.       M 

3rd  y.       „       

. .    . 

1  10 
1  25 
1  40 

1  70 

45-50 

50  00 
45-50 

Through    







.   . . 

45  00 

(§1  per  mo.  added 
for  each  year  in 
service. ) 

Yard 

.... 

1  80 
1  60 

45-50 
50  00 

($1  per  m.  added  for 
each  y.  in  service) 
Through 

...         '"" 

Main  line 

Branches  

Senior 

Junior 

1* 
1* 

Way  freight 

Through 

(2,900  miles  =  1   m., 

112miles  =  ld.) 
Construction  (12  h. 

.  . 



45-50 

. .    . 

.    . . 



60  00 

—  day.) 

Way 

60  00 

.... 



1  10- 

1  25 

1  75 

50  00 

62  50 
50  00 



(Runs  are  1^  to  1^ 
d.,  made  in  from 
3  to  8  &9  hours.) 

47-55 

Mixed 

45-50 

Way 

Through 

1  81- 

2  31 
1  43- 

1  87  . 

Shorter  routes 

35  -40 

J 
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Table  No.  4. — 
Class  of! 


Province. 


Ontario — Con. 


Manitoba. 


Br.  Columbia 


Yukon  Ter. . . 


o 
Q 

>> 


Passenger  Trains— Baggagemen. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


According    t  o 

Division. 
According    t  o 

Division. 


<t> 


a 


1  Mainline. . 
Guaranteed 

salary  of 
(Allowed  3c. 

per  mile  after 

3, 100  mis.  per 

month.) 
Branch  lines. . 


■il 


34 


Guaranteed 
salary  of 


Main  line. 


Field    to  Lag- 
gan. 


05 


o 

© 

r-l 

- 

Ph 


U 


li 


o 

P^ 


a? 
Ph 


3  00 


^3 

O 


— 

Ph 


Accommodation  Trains— Baggagemen. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


26-70 

27  50- 

77  00 


According 
Division. 

According 
Division. 


to 


to 


© 


Ph 


65  00 


Mixed 


65-75 


65  00 


65  00 


Mountain  sect- 
tion. 


05 


© 
© 
1—1 

U 
0) 

Ph 


u 

p 

O 

u 

a. 


CD 
P, 


s 


■3 


S- 
CD 

p^ 


$ 


42-7J 

27  5( 
65 


60 


60 


has  been  made,  as  for  example,  where  pay- 
ment is  made  by  time  or  by  distance,  as 
per  hour,  per  day,  per  month,  per  mile  and 
per  100  miles. 

Under  the  heading  '  specified  conditions  ' 
more  complete  details  are  given,  as  for  ex- 
ample, particulars  as  to  the  differences  ac- 
cording to  length  of  time  of  service,  or 
the  nature  of  particular  rates. 


In  referring  to  the  present  tables  the 
reader  should  keep  in  mind  that  there  maj 
be  a  number  of  considerations  governing 
the  employment  of  the  classes  of  laboi 
named  other  than  the  rate  of  remuneratioi 
and  that  no  account  of  any  such  co 
siderations  is  indicated  in  the  tables 
cept  to  a  very  limited  extent  under  the 
heading  of  '  specified  conditions.'  In  som< 
instances  there  appears  to  be  a  wide  margii 
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EAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA. 

Baggagemen  and  Brakemen— Concluded. 
Employees  —  Concluded. 


Passenger  Trains— Brakemen. 


Specified 
Conditions. 


© 


05 


CO 

a; 


o 

o 

T— I 

4- 

a> 
Ph 


According  to  Div- 
ision. 

According  to  Div- 
ision. 


I 


Guaranteed  salary 
of 

(Allowed  3cts.  per 
mile  after  3,100 
miles  per  month) 


1* 


Branch  lines. 


Guaranteed  salary 
of 


$ 


14 


Main  line. 


Field  to  Laggan. 


Westminster     sec- 
tion (10  hours). 

Mixed 


S3 

c 
u 

Ph 


e3 

h 

0) 

Pu 


I 


Freight  Trains— Brakemen. 


^3 

S3 
O 


Ph 


Specified 
Conditions. 


45-60 

48-70 


3  00 


4  25 


60  00 


(Further  west). . . 

According  to  Div 

Short  freight  runs 

Way  freights    . . . 
According  to  Div 


Middle  and  South'n 
way  freights 

Mixed 

Work  (26  d.  of  12  h. 
or  less). 


S-i 

Ph 


1  75- 

2  45 

0  85- 

1  75 


1  85- 

2  00 


CO 
CD 


O 

O 


1  76 

2  00 


70-75 


Freight  (9  h. )  senior. 
Junior 


60  00  Work  train  (26  d.  of 
12  hours). 
Freight  tr'ns.  senior, 

(9  hours) 

Freight  tr'ns., junior 


65  00 


70  00 


Mountain  section  .  , 
Mountain  sec.  (work 

trains). 
Other  sections 


2  07 
1  75 


3  00 


Work  trains  . 
Rotary  trains 
Switching 


2  07 
1  75 


u 

S3 

o 


u 


c. 


u 
Ph 


4  25 

4  50 
3  85 


S3 

o: 
& 

© 

Ph 


$ 


48-68 


45-73 

60  00 
70  00 


60  00 
70  00 


95  00 

70  00 


h 


between  the  rates  given  as  applicable  to  Other   Tables. 
one  particular  route.    This  is  owing  to  the 

fact  that  wherever  a  schedule  has  specified  Statistical  tables  on  the  wages  and  hours 
a  number  of  rates  appertaining  to  par-  of  mamtenance-of-way  men,  yardmen, 
icular  trains  or  routes  the  department  has  switchmen,  freight  handlers  and  telegraph- 
selected  for  publication  only  the  minimum  ers  will  appear  in  subsequent  numbers  of 
uid  maximum  rates.  the  Gazette. 
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THE   AGRICULTURAL   INDUSTRY  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA.* 


DURING  the  month  of  January,  a  very 
complete  and  accurate  body  of  statis- 
tics relating  to  the  agricultural  industry  of 
the  province  of  British  Columbia  was  issued 
by  the  Dominion  census  of  1901.  The  work 
in  question  has  been  prepared  with  the  ut- 
most care,  and  in  view  of  the  complex  na- 
ture of  the  information  at  command,  with 
very  satisfactory  results,  the  bulletin  being 
an  exceedingly  valuable  memorandum  on 
an  increasingly  important  division  of  the 
leading  industry  of  the  Dominion. 

Returns  have  been  compiled  to  show  the 
statistics  of  (1)  areas  of  five  acres  and 
over,  as  '  farms/  and  (2)  areas  under  five 
acres,  as  **  lots/  with  full  enumeration  of 
the  live  stock,  fruit  trees,  &c,  of  the  pro- 
vince. It  is  pointed  out  that,  in  the  case  of 
a  very  large  majority  of  occupiers  of  less 
than  five  acres,  the  use  of  the  land  in  an 
agricultural  sense  is  only  an  incidental  oc- 
cupation, and  that,  therefore,  as  regards 
means  of  living,  such  persons  are  not  to  be 
counted  among  the  farming  classes.  In 
spite  of  the  conventionality  of  the  dividing 
line,  however,  it  is  hoped  by  the  census  that 
in  adopting  a  uniform  classification  of 
farms  and  lots  throughout  Canada  a  basis 
may  be  afforded  for  the  study  of  compara- 
tive agriculture,  as  well  as  some  phases  of 
its  economics. 

Agricultural  Areas. 

The  total  area  of  the  province  of  British 
Columbia  above  tide  level  is  236,922,177 
acres,  of  which  only  0*63  per  cent  is  occu- 
pied in  farms  and  lots,  the  average  size  of 
the  former  being  252  acres,  and  of  the  lat- 
ter 1*21  acres.  There  are  5,938  farms  and 
801  lots.  Of  the  former,  36  per  cent  are 
between  101  and  200  acres  in  extent,  and 
of  the  latter  70  -3  per  cent  are  of  an  acre  or 
more.  The  land  owned  is  86  -04  per  cent, 
and  the  land  leased  or  rented    13  *96    per 


*In  the  Labour  Gazette  for  January,  at  page 
562,  a  review  of  the  agricultural  industry  in 
Prince  Edward  Island,  as  based  on  Bulletin  11 
of  the  census  of  1901  was  published  and  forms 
an  interesting  basis  of  comparison  with  the  pre- 
sent article. 


cent  of  the  whole  area  occupied  as  farms, 
while  of  the  area  occupied  as  lots  64*78  per 
cent  is  owned  and  35  *22  per  cent  is  rented. 
The  land  occupied  as  lots  is  practically  all 
in  an  improved  state,  while  31  -59  per  cent 
in  the  case  of  farm  Jands  is  improved  and 
68  '41  per  cent  unimproved,  391,096  acres 
of  the  latter  being  in  forest  and  632,640  in 
swamp  and  other  waste  land.  About  36 
per  cent  of  the  improved  land  is  in  field 
crops,  2  per  cent  in  orchard  and  gardens, 
and  the  rest  in  pasture.  There  are  471 
acres  of  forest  plantation  in  the  province, 
and  an  average  of  six  ornamental  trees  have 
been  planted  on  each  farm  or  lot. 

Fruit  Growing. 

The  number'  of  acres  in  orchard  in  Bri- 
tish Columbia  is  7,430,  or  an  increase  of 
993  in  the  decade.  The  land  in  vegetables 
and  small  fruits  also  increased  from  1,288 
acres  to  2,840  acres  since  1891,  but  de- 
creases are  shown  in  the  areas  of  vineyards 
and  nurseries.  There  are  436,644  apple 
trees  in  the  province,  8,227  peach  trees,  47,- 
243  pear  trees,  88,943  plum  trees,  28,212 
cherry  trees,  39,822  other  fruit  trees  and 
8,875  grape  vines.  Apple,  pear  and  plum 
trees  yielded  an  average  of  about  one 
bushel  per  bearing  tree;  peach  and  cherry 
trees  about  f  of  a  bushel;  and  grape  vines 
about  nine  pounds.  Compared  with  the 
census  of  1891,  the  crop  of  apples  shows  an 
increase  of  213  per  cent,  of  peaches  70  per 
cent,  of  pears  108  per  cent,  of  plums  194  per 
cent,  and  of  grapes  96  per  cent,  the  crops 
of  other  fruit  trees  showing  a  decrease  of 
nearly  57  per  cent.  The  number  of  non- 
bearing  trees  is  regarded  as  an  indication! 
of  new  plantings,  and  larger  yields,  it  isj 
stated,  may  be  looked  for  in  the  future. 

Field  Crops. 

Hay,  oats,  wheat  and  roots  occupied  94 
per  cent  of  the  area  devoted  to  field  cultun 
in  1900.  The  area  in  hay  has  increasec 
since  1891  from  64,611  acres  with  a  yiek 
of  102,146  tons  to  102,751  acres  with  a  yiek 
of  170,187  tons.     Potatoes  show  an  increas- 
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of  3,971  acres,  and  oats  an  increase  of  10,- 
218  acres.  The  cultivation  of  tobacco  and 
hops  is  extending,  and  a  beginning  has  been 
made  with  mixed  grains  and  forage  crops. 
The  total  increase  in  areas  under  field 
crops  in  British  Columbia  between  1891 
and  1901  was  56,476  acres  or  49  per  cent. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average 
yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  for 
the  harvests  of  1890  and  1900  :— 

1900.      1890. 

Wheat bush.  23*07  25*62 

Oats bush.  41-94  39-05 

Potatoes bush.  116-83  162-78 

Hay tons.  1*65  1*58 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

Decreases  in  horses  and  sheep  during  the 
i  past  decade  are  indicated  in  the  bulletin. 
Milch   cows   show   a   gain   of   7,031,   while 
other  horn  cattle  show  a  loss  of  8,948.    The 
averages  in  round  numbers  per  farm  are: 
horses  5,  milch  cows  4,  other  horn  cattle  17, 
sheep  6,  swine  7,  and  poultry  of  all  kinds  43. 
There  have  been  decreases  in  the  number 
of  cattle  and  sheep  sold  for  slaughter  and 
an  increase  in  the  number  of  swine.     The 
quantity  of  fine  wool  is  less  than  at  the 
former  census  by  1,000  pounds,  and  of  the 
coarse  wool  by  38,896  pounds.     The  pro- 
duction of  home-made  butter  has  increased 
by  nearly  300  per  cent,  and  seven  factories 
have  been  put  into   operation  during  the 
decade.     A  production  of  1,651,741  dozen 
eggs,   valued    at   $426,629    in    1900    is    re- 
corded. 


Agricultural  Values. 

Agricultural  values  of  farms  and  lots  in 

he    province    show  a  total  for    land    and 

>uildings  of  $26,001,377,  for  implements  of 

51,201,196,  for  live  stock  of  $6,184,313,  and 

'or  crop  and  animal  products  of  the  census 

^ear  $6,664,369.     The  total  value  of  farm 

property  is  thus  $32,465,512,  of  which  land 

'epresents   64  per   cent,   buildings   15    per 

ent  and  live  stock  16  per  cent.  The  average 

ritish  Columbia  farm,  accordingly,  which, 

s  stated  above,   consists   of  252   acres   of 

diich  79  acres  are  improved,  is  valued  at 

5,467.41,  made  up  of  land  and  buildings, 

ialued  at   $4,365.81,   implements   and  ma- 
4 


chinery,  valued  at  $198.84  and  live  stock, 
valued  at  $902.76.  The  aggregate  gross 
value  of  farm  products  for  the  census  year 
was  $6,219,761,  or  $1,047.45  for  an  average 
farm,  which  is  19  *16  per  cent  of  the  invest- 
ment. Field  crops  on  such  a  farm  repre- 
sented 49  '62  per  cent  of  the  year's  pro- 
duction, live  stock  18  *72  and  dairy  pro- 
ducts 16  "11  per  cent. 

The  following  further  statistics  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  values  may  be 
quoted  verbatim  from  the  bulletin  : — 

The  average  value  of  horses  on  farms  per  head 
is  $50.87,  milch  cows  $42.59,  other  horned  cattle 
$23.95,  sheep  $4.93,  and  swine  $6.49;  and  the 
average  value  of  horses  per  farm  is  $253.86, 
milch  cows  $157.43,  other  horned  cattle  $395.06, 
sheep  $27.19,  swine  $42.59  and  poultry  and  bees 
$26.63. 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the 
milk  and  cream  sold  to  butter  factories,  amount- 
ing to  $95,894.  There  were  seven  factories  in 
operation  in  the  province  during  the  censua 
year,  which  produced  395,461  pounds  of  butter, 
worth  $103,497.  The  first  of  the  factories  began 
operations  in  1895  and  two  others  were  added 
in  the  following  year. 

The  extent  of  land  rented  as  farms  is  208,830 
acres,  and  the  rental  value  for  the  year  is  $213,- 
216,  being  an  average  of  $1.02  per  acre  or  $257 
a  year  for  an  average  farm.  The  rate  of  wages 
for  hired  labour  on  the  farm,  including  board, 
is  $9.04  per  week,  which  is  nearly  two  and  a 
half  times  more  than  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 


m 


RECENT    INDUSTRIAL   INVENTIONS. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  obtained 
from  the  latest  number  of  the  Canadian  Patent 
Office  Record,  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

During  the  month  of  November,  1902, 
381  patents  were  issued  in  Canada.  Of 
these  18  were  for  new  electrical  inventions 
and  processes,  and  a  like  number  for  manu- 
facturing machines.  There  were  17  patents 
for  agricultural  implements  and  machines, 
including  machines  for  furrowing,  plant- 
ing, mowing  and  threshing. 

Of  utilities  for  business  offices  there 
were  8  inventions,  the  most  important  being 
adding  and  recording,  addressing,  and 
duplicating  machines.  Six  patents  were 
concerned  with  the  mining  industry,  two 
each  for  ore  amalgamators,  concentrators 
and  methods  of  treatment.  Twenty-two 
were  connected  with  the  railways,  of  which 
there  were  five  brakes,  two  couplers,  three 
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rail  joints,  three  cattle  guards  and  two 
ties.  In  addition  there  were  ten  others 
that  had  to  do  with  steam  engines  and 
boilers  or  their  parts. 

Of  new  manufacturing  and  chemical  pro- 
cesses there  were  fourteen.  The  only  ap- 
parati  for  lighting  patented  were  two  ace- 


tylene gas  generators,  and  for  heating  three 
hydro-carbon  burners  and  one  coal  oil  or 
petroleum  heater.  The  remaining  patents 
were  chiefly  for  improvements  on  existing 
machinery,  and  miscellaneous  inventions 
which  do  not  fall  within  any  of  the  classes 
mentioned  above. 


THE   COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  JANUARY. 


IN  continuation  of  the  series  of  special 
reports  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Labour  in  relation  to  conditions  in  Canada 
resulting  from  the  strike  of  miners  in  the 
anthracite  regions  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
present  review  is  devoted  to  a  summary  of 
the  leading  features  in  the  general  fuel 
situation  in  Canada  during  the  month  of 
January.  As  in  the  case  of  the  reports 
which  appeared  in  the  issues  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  for  December  and  January,  the  cor- 
respondents of  the  department  have  sup- 
plied the  bulk  of  the  information  presented, 
though  the  press  of  the  country  has  also 
been  utilized  as  fully  as  possible  under  the 
circumstances.  The  headings  under  which 
the  information  obtained  by  the  department 
is  presented  as  in  the  previous  reports,  have 
reference  to  the  following  points: — 

(1)  Quantity  of  coal  and  other  fuel  re- 
ceived during  January;  (2)  the  leading 
movements  in  fuel  prices  during  the  month ; 
(3)  the  extent  to  which  lack  of  transporta- 
tion was  a  factor  in  the  embarrassment  of 
the  situation ;  (4)  the  action  of  municipali- 
ties; and  (5)  the  outlook  as  to  the  general 
fuel  supply  for  the  balance  of  the  winter 
season. 

General  Statement. 

On  the  whole  no  material  alterations, 
other  than  those  largely  local  in  their  appli- 
cation, can  be  stated  definitely  to  have  taken 
place  in  the  fuel  situation  during  the  month 
just  closed.  The  stringency  in  western 
Canada  particularly  has  been  noticeably  al- 
leviated, and  in  several  cities  of  Ontario 
changes  for  the  better  in  the  general  situ- 
ation   were    reported    during    the    month. 


Though  supplies  were,  as  formerly,  limited, 
by  a  system  of  careful  distribution  they 
have  thus  far  proved  adequate  to  the  de- 
mand, and  have  been  received  with  suffici- 
ent regularity  to  have  considerably  relieved 
anxiety  in  several  leading  centres  of  popu- 
lation. Prices  fluctuated  considerably  ac- 
cording to  locality,  although  on  the  whole, 
and  considered  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
more  thickly  populated  districts,  the  ten- 
dency was  slightly  downward.  Prom  the 
standpoint  of  transportation  the  problem 
was  distinctly  ameliorated  during  January. 
At  the  close  of  the  month  a  more  hopeful 
view  of  the  situation  was  distinctly  observ- 
able, though  as  previously  stated,  generali- 
zation on  a  question  so  largely  a  matter  of 
local  conditions  is  a  matter  of  exceptional 
difficulty.* 

Coal  Supply  Received   During  January. 

In  addition  to  the  information  as  to  the 
coal  supply  received  from  the  correspond- 
ents of  the  Labour  Gazette  at  the  close  of 
the  past  month,  the  department  has  been 
enabled  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Depart-  j 
ment  of  Customs  to  publish  herewith 
returns  of  the  quantities  of  the  bitumi-. 
nous  and  anthracite  product  entered  for 
consumption  in  Canada  from  the  United 
States  during  the  month  of  January.  The< 
figures,  it  should  be  noted,  are  unrevised, 
but  are  at  least  a  close  approximation  tc 
the  final  returns  on  the  subject.  As  a  great 
share   of   the   bituminous    and   all   of   the 

*A  special  article  relating  to  the  action  laic 
against  the  Ontario  Coal  Association  at  Brant- 
ford,  Ont.,  for  alleged  conspiracy  to  lessen  com- 
petition in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  coal  wil 
be  found  immediately  following  the  present  re- 
view. 
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anthracite  in  the  sections  of  Canada  most 
severely  affected  by  the  famine  are  supplied 
from  sources  in  the  United  States,  the  in- 
formation which  the  department  is  thus 
enabled  to  present  is  comparatively  com- 
plete as  regards  the  main  phases  of  the 
situation.  Owing,  however,  to  the  activity 
of  production  in  the  Canadian  mines  of 
Nova  Scotia  and  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories, the  following  digest  of  reports  from 
the  correspondents  of  the  Gazette  is  in- 
cluded in  present  article,  as  in  the  previ- 
ous articles  on  the  subject  which  appeared 
in  the  issues  of  the  Gazette  for  November, 
December  and  January. 

Statement  (by  ports)  showing  the  quan- 
tity of  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  im- 
ported into  the  Dominion  of  Canada  during 
the  month  of  January,  1903. 


Statement    (by   ports) — Concluded. 


Ports. 


Amherstburg,  Ont.  . . 

Belleville,  Ont 

Berlin,  Ont 

Bowmanville,  Ont..    . 

Brantford,  Ont 

Brockville,   Ont..    .. 

Chatham,  Ont 

Cobourg,  Ont 

Collingwood,  Ont..    .. 

Cornwall,  Ont 

Deseronto,  Ont 

Fort  Erie,  Ont 

Fort  William,  Ont..   . 

Gait,  Ont 

Gananoque,  Ont..    .. 

Goderich,  Ont 

Guelph,  Ont 

Hamilton,  Ont 

Hope,  Ont 

Ingersoll,  Ont 

Kingston,  Ont 

Lindsay,   Ont 

London,  .Ont 

Midland,  Ont 

Morrisburg,  Ont. .    . . 
Niagara  Falls,  Ont.. 

Oshawa,  Ont 

Ottawa,  Ont 

Owen  Sound,  Ont...    . 

Paris,  Ont 

Parry  Sound,  Ont..    . 
Peterborough,  Ont.. 
Port  Arthur,  Ont..    .. 

Prescott,  Ont 

St.  Catharines,  Ont.. 
St.  Thomas,  Ont..    .. 

Sarnia,  Ont 

jSault  Ste.  Marie,  Ont 

jSimcoe,  Ont 

Stratford,  Ont 

Toronto,  Ont 

Trenton,  Ont 


Bit.  Coal. 


Tons. 

246 

573 

2,263 

146 

2,362 

61 

2,057 

1,024 

137 

110 

996 

30,403 


2,311 

1,442 

1,633 

9,177 

214 

139 

454 

175 

2,209 

54 

48 

2,599 

1,474 

1,800 

48 

613 

3,573 

740 

291 

2,769 

1,094 

10,418 

29,764 

8,399 

125 

2,540 

31,150 

694 


Ant.  Coal. 


Tons. 

257 

56 

2,232 

523 

4,360 

1,041 

1,608 

838 

223 
1,276 

260 
1,477 
4,058 
2,086 

549 
1,454 
2,664 
5,572 
1,062 

535 
2,602 

423 

8,727 

29 

616 
2,875 

645 

13,199 

92 

932 

26 

1,205 


2,311 
4,256 
2,462 

703 
1,737 

701 

2,583 

35,056 

202 


Ports. 


Whitby,  Ont , 

Windsor,  Ont. .  . . 
Woodstock,  Ont..  . 
Wallaceburg,  Ont.. 
Coaticook,  Que..  . , 
Cookshire,  Que..  . 
Hemmingford,  Que. 
Montreal,  Que..  . . 

Quebec,  Que , 

St.  Armand,  Que.. 
St.  Johns,  Que. .   . . 
Sherbrooke,  Que.. 
Stanstead,  Que..  .. 
Valleyfield,  Que..    . 

Halifax,  N.S 

Lunenburg,  N.S..    . 
Yarmouth,  N.S..    ., 
St.  John,  N.B..    .. 
St.  Stephen,  N.B.. 
Winnipeg,  Man..   . 
Grand  Forks,  B.C.. 

Nelson,  B.C 

Rossland,  B.C..  .. 
Vancouver,  B.C..  . 
Victoria,  B.C..    .. 


Total . 


203,833 


Bit.  Coal. 

Ant.  Coal. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

208 

526 

36,710 

1,083 

777 

2,323 

57 

32 

80 

283 

549 

2,259 

5,993 

58 

918 

94 

14,565 

669 

41 

241 

824 

1,095 

427 

394 

250 

4,503 

2 

1 

4,500 

91 

59 

1 

158 

237 

586' 

305 

146,904 


BY  PROVINCES. 


Ontario 

Quebec 

Nova  Scotia..   .. 
New  Brunswick.. 

Manitoba 

British  Columbia. 


194,020 
3,716 

*252 
4,500 
1,345 


203,833 


117,502 

22,890 

1,916 

4,504 

91 

1 


146,904 


Maritime  Provinces. — At  Halifax  not 
nearly  enough  anthracite  to  supply  the 
demand  was  received,  though  bitumin- 
ous coal  was  fairly  plentiful.  At  Char- 
lottetown,  P.E.I.,  no  coal  or  other  fuel 
was  received  during  January.  At  St. 
John,  N.B.,  anthracite  from  New  York 
to  the  extent  of  695  tons,  and  from  Scot- 
land to  the  extent  of  2,051,  or  a  total  of 
2,7.46  tons,  and  soft  coal  to  the  extent  of 
about  17,000  tons  were  received.  A  steamer 
also  arrived  weekly  from  Louisbourg, 
C.B.,  with  about  3,000  tons,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  which  was  intended  for  Atlantic 
steamers.  About  174  cars  of  coal  were  in 
all  received  via  the  Intercolonial  Railway. 

Quebec. — Several  carloads  of  American 
anthracite  were  received  at  Quebec.    There 
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was  also  a  considerable  stock  of  soft  coal, 
but  the  greater  portion  of  it  is  now  held 
for  sale.  A  very  small  quantity  of  anthra- 
cite was  received  at  Sherbrooke,  but  suffi- 
cient soft  coal  and  wood  was  obtainable  to 
prevent  suffering  or  interruption  to  in- 
dustry. One  carload  only  of  anthracite  had 
been  received  at  Three  Rivers  u£  to  Janu- 
ary 29,  and  this  was  the  first  to  arrive 
since  the  close  of  navigation.  Four  cars 
of  hard  coal  and  fifteen  cars  of  soft  were 
received  at  St.  Hyacinthe.  At  Montreal 
much  alarm  was  felt  at  different  periods 
owing  to  the  small  receipts.  Hundreds  of 
applicants  for  coal  were  turned  away  by 
the  dealers  daily  and  many  of  the  factories 
were  forced  to  run  short.  At  Hull  only 
a  few  scattered  car  loads  were  received. 

Ontario. — About  5,000  tons  of  anthracite 
reached  Ottawa  in  January,  which  is  about 
one-half  of  the  necessary  supply.  The  de- 
ficiency was  made  up  largely  by  wood,  soft 
coal  and  Welsh  coal.  No  coal  was  received 
at  Kingston  and  very  little  at  Belleville. 
The  situation,  however,  in  Toronto  showed 
on  the  whole  a  decided  improvement  and 
deliveries  were  more  satisfactory,  coal  com- 
ing in  at  the  rate  of  about  2,000  to  2,500 
per  day.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  are 
suffering  from  the  scarcity  of  soft  coal, 
and  the  Queen  City  Mills  at  Toronto  Junc- 
tion closed  down  entirely  on  this  account. 
There  has  been  little  or  no  actual  distress, 
however,  beyond  that  which  usually  pre- 
vails among  the  very  poor  at  this  season, 
and  the  city  relief  officer  has  been  able  to 
meet  every  contingency  that  has  thus  far 
arisen.  In  Toronto  Junction  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company  is  furnishing  its 
employees  with  soft  coal  at  $8.50  per  ton. 
It  is  estimated  that  about  2,000  tons  of 
anthracite  and  about  500  tons  of  bitumi- 
nous were  received  at  Hamilton  during 
January,  soft  coal  being  exceptionally 
scarce.  At  Brantford  conditions  somewhat 
improved  in  January,  more  soft  coal  having 
been  received  than  in  December,  though 
the  supply  was  still  unequal  to  the  demand. 
A  number  of  the  factories  secured  coal 
for  their  employees.  At  Guelph  also  the 
fuel  situation  improved,  both  coal  and  wood 


having  been  received  in  larger  quantities 
than   formerly.     More   difficulty,   however, 
was  experienced  at  Stratford  in  January 
than  in  December  in  obtaining  fuel,  the 
small  quantities  of  coal  that  arrived  being 
sold  in  quarter  ton  lots  and  much  incon- 
venience being  caused.  The  good  sleighing, 
however,  relieved  the  situation  somewhat  in 
the  matter  of  the  wood  supply.    At  London 
7,259  tons  of  anthracite  were  received  andj 
3,089   tons  of  bituminous   coal  and  slack, 
and   a   considerable   amount   of  wood  wasj 
brought  in  on  sleighs.     The  general  situa- 
tion in  consequence  showed  some  improve- 
ment.    Limited  quantities  of  coal  reached1 
St.  Thomas,  which  by  a  system  of  distri- 
bution  in   half  ton  lots   prevented  incon- 
venience.    At  Chatham  considerable  quan- 
tities of  coal  and  wood  were  received,  andj 
at  Windsor  sufficient  was  received  to  en-j 
able   the   dealers   to   keep   their   customersl 
fairly    well    supplied    and    manufacturers,) 
with  the  exception  of  the  Salt  CompanyJ 
whose  consumption  is  large,  were  not  ser-J 
iously  effected. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — Conditions  of; 
supply  have  notably  improved  during  thd 
month.  At  Brandon  1,500  tons  of  coal 
were  received  and  800  cords  of  cordwood I 
At  Winnipeg  no  serious  inconvenience  was 
felt.  I 

Price  Movements  during  January. 

Maritime    Provinces. — Price    movements 
have  been  upward  at  Halifax,   anthracite! 
bringing   from   $10   to    $12   per   ton.      Ncj 
changes    were    reported    at    Charlottetown|i 
P.E.I.     At  St.  John,  American  anthraciw) 
sold  for  $11  per  ton,  Scotch  anthracite  ail 
from  $9  to  $10  and  screenings  at  $6  pe* 
ton.      Soft    coal    remained    unchanged    a 
$6.80  and  $8.25  per  caldron. 

Quebec. — Prices    quoted    for    anthracite  I 
during  the  month  ranged  from  $15  to  $1' 
per  ton.     Hocking  valley  sold  at  $7.50  and 
Cape  Breton  coal  at  $6.50  per  ton.    Woo< 
averaged  from  $5  to  $6  per  cord  for  tw<- 
and  a  half  foot,  birch  and  maple.    The  c 
load  of  anthracite  received  at  Three  River 
was    retailed    at    $8.25    per    ton    of    -. 
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pounds.  Welsh  coal  sold  at  $10.25  per  ton 
in  Sherbrooke.  Anthracite  advanced  $1.15 
per  ton  to  $9.  Soft  coal  also  advanced  to 
$7.50.  Hard  coal  sold  at  $12  to  $12.50 
per  ton  in  St.  Hyacinthe  and  soft  coal  at 
$6.40  to  $7.  Prices  fluctuated  in  Montreal, 
$9  to  $10  being  generally  paid  for  hard 
coal  and  $7  for  soft,  though  certain  dealers 
asked  considerably  higher.  At  Hull  $8.50 
per  ton  was  asked. 

Ontario. — The  municipality  of  Ottawa 
sold  840  tons  during  January  at  $8.  Prices 
generally  remained  unchanged  except  that 
a  few  dealers  charged  other  than  regular 
customers  $9  a  ton  instead  of  $8.50,  the 
ruling  price.  No  changes  in  prices  oc- 
curred at  Kingston.  At  Belleville  anthra- 
cite advanced  on  January  15,  from  $8  to 
$8.50  a  ton.  No  changes  in  the  normal 
price  of  coal  since  December  were  reported 
from  Toronto,  anthracite  selling  at  $8.50 
and  bituminous  at  $8.  Prices  fluctuated, 
however,  according  to  dealers  and  daily 
conditions.  An  advance  of  $1  per  ton  all 
around  was  made  on  coal  prices  at  Hamil- 
ton, hard  coal  selling  at  $10  to  $11  and 
soft  coal  at  $7  to  $8.  Prices  for  hard  coal 
remained  unchanged  in  Brantford,  namely, 
$9  per  ton.  About  500  orders  were  filled 
from  the  municipal  wood  yards,  the  supply 
having  been  more  than  equal  to  the  de- 
mand. Hard  coal  sold  in  considerable  quan- 
tities in  Gait  for  $10  to  $12  per  ton,  but 
later  in  the  month  the  price  dropped  to 
$8.50.  Soft  coal  brought  from  $7  to  $8 
per  ton,  and  wood  from  $8  to  $10  per  cord 
for  No  1  hard,  and  $6  to  $8  for  No.  2,  or 
mixed.  At  Stratford  coal,  generally  speak- 
ing, remained  at  $8  per  ton  for  hard  and 
$7  for  soft.  Hard  coal  in  London  sold  at 
$10  to  $12,  soft  steam  coal  rose  to  $7  and 
soft  domestic  coal  brought  from  $8  to  $10  ; 
four  foot  hardwood  brought  $8  per  cord,  or 
$9  cut  and  split.  Anthracite  prices  re- 
mained stationary  at  St.  Thomas,  at  $8  per 
ton.  In  Chatham  soft  coal  prices  ranged 
as  high  as  $7.50  and  hard  coal  from  $7.50 
to  $8.50.  The  range  in  Windsor  was  from 
$6.50  to  $8.50  for  anthracite,  hardwood 
bringing  from  $5  to  $9  per  cord. 


Manitoba  and  the  West. — Fuel  prices 
have  not  been  subject  to  much  variation  in 
this  section  of  Canada.  The  good  sleighing 
has  caused  declines  in  wood  prices  amount- 
ing in  Brandon  to  50  cents  per  cord. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

Maritime  Provinces. — At  Halifax  trans- 
portation facilities  were  fully  equal  to  the 
occasion,  though  the  early  setting  in  of 
winter  and  closing  of  navigation  prevented 
three  thousand  tons  of  coal  from  reaching 
Charlottetown,  P.E.I.  Shortage  of  cars 
also  caused  scarcity  of  soft  coal  at  periods 
during  the  month  at  St.  John.  N.B. 

Quebec. — Lack  of  transportation  facili- 
ties was  not  a  factor  in  the  situation  at 
Quebec,  Three  Rivers  and  Sherbrooke,  but 
at  St.  Hyacinthe  the  lack  of  cars  created 
considerable  inconvenience.  At  Montreal 
the  situation  was  fairly  well  met  by  the 
railways.  At  Hull,  however,  the  difficulties 
of  winter  transportation  were  held  largely 
responsible  for  the  scarcity  and  high  price 
of  coal  throughout  the  month. 

.Ontario. — According  to  Ottawa  coal  deal- 
ers, rush  of  orders  rather  than  lack  of  trans- 
portation facilities  was  the  prominent  rea- 
son alleged  by  coal  operators  for  non-deliv- 
ery. At  Kingston  no  stringency  was  ex- 
perienced. No  coal,  however,  was  received 
at  Belleville.  Toronto  dealers  reported  that 
the  inconvenience  which  existed  owing  to 
lack  of  transportation  facilities  was  to  be 
attributed  rather  to  the  American  than  to 
the  Canadian  railways.  At  Hamilton  the 
transportation  problem  was  well  met, 
though  at  Brantford  the  railways  were  held 
responsible  to  a  considerable  degree  for  the 
lack  of  fuel.  At  Guelph,  Stratford,  Lon- 
don, St.  Thomas,  Chatham  and  Windsor, 
the  difficulty  was  rather  one  of  source  of 
supply  than  of  transportation. 

Manitoba  and  the  West. — At  Winnipeg 
the  general  position  is  satisfactory,  and  at 
Brandon  likewise  a  noted  improvement  of 
deliveries  was  reported  during  the  month. 
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Municipal  and  Corporate  Action. 

Only  a  few  instances  of  corporate  in- 
tervention in  connection  with  the  coal  fam- 
ine were  reported  to  the  department  in  Jan- 
uary, there  being  none  from  the  maritime 
provinces  and  Manitoba.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  city  council  of  St.  Hyacinthe  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  secure  coal  and  wood 
to  be  sold  to  citizens  at  a  fixed  price.  Var- 
ious orders  were  given  by  the  municipal 
authorities  in  Montreal  during  the  month 
in  continuation  of  the  previous  policy  of 
the  city  council  and  a  general  active  in- 
terest in  the  varying  phases  of  the  situation 
was  maintained  by  the  authorities.  In  Ot- 
tawa the  city  continued  to  deliver  coal  at 
the  rate  of  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  tons 
a  day  until  the  exhaustion  of  its  supply. 
The  Toronto  civic  fuel  yards  continued  to 
supply  fuel  to  citizens,  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol on  January  12  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  from  1,000  to  3,000  tons  of  coal 
from  Bay  City,  Mich.  This  was  retailed 
at  $6.50  a  ton,  and  the  city  also  procured 
thirteen  car  loads  of  Welsh  coal,  which  ar- 
rived on  the  23rd  and  was  sold  at  $9  for 
screened  and  $8  for  unscreened.  Slack  was 
sold  at  $4  per  ton,  half -ton  orders  only  being 
taken.  In  Hamilton  the  municipality  sold 
No.  2  wood  at  $5.50  per  cord,  and  two  car 
loads  of  soft  coal  were  ordered  by  the  city 
towards  the  close  of  the  month  and  sold  at 
$7  a  ton.  About  five  hundred  orders  were 
filled  from  the  municipal  yards  at  Brant- 
ford  during  the  month.  An  attempt  was 
made  by  the  city  councils  of  Guelph  and 
Berlin  to  secure  a  supply  of  coal  for  public 
distribution.  In  the  latter  town  first-class 
hard  wood  was  offered  by  the  municipality 
at  $7.50  per  cord.  At  Gait  the  two  hun- 
dred cars  of  wood  previously  secured  by  the 
town  council  were  almost  disposed  cf,  and 
an  effort  made  to  secure  a  further  supply. 
In  London  the  municipal  wood  yards  re- 
duced prices  of  long  hard  wood  from  $7.50 
to  $7  and  of  soft  maple  from  $5.25  to  $5. 
Soft  coal  from  Detroit  and  hard  coal  from 
Buffalo  for  relief  purposes  was  also  secured. 
The  city  council  of  Windsor  purchased  500 
cars  of  wood,  which  was  sold  at  from  $5  to 
$9  per  cord. 


The   Outlook. 

Maritime  provinces. — In  Halifax  the 
outlook  at  the  close  of  January  was  not  as 
favourable  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
A  somewhat  unusual  feature  is  largely  re- 
sponsible for  this,  the  severe  weather  of  the 
Atlantic  having  driven  many  steamers  to 
the  port  short  of  coal,  and  the  practical  ex- 
haustion of  the  bituminous  supply  being  the 
result.  In  Charlottetown  likewise,  a  short- 
age estimated  at  3,000  tons  is  reported,  and 
the  outlook  is  that  present  supplies  will  be 
exhausted  by  the  middle  of  March.  In  St. 
John,  N.B.,  on  the  other  hand,  a  number  of 
citizens  have  been  able  to  secure  a  supply 
sufficient  for  the  balance  of  the  season,  and 
conditions  generally  are  much  more  satis- 
factory. 

Quebec. — In  Quebec  city  an  abundance  of 
wood  seems  to  be  assured,  and  coal  likewise, 
it  is  anticipated,  will  reach  the  city  from 
time  to  time.  At  Three  Kivers  no  definite 
information  is  available  as  to  probable  fu- 
ture coal  deliveries.  Sherbrooke  is  well  sup- 
plied and  anticipates  no  severe  stringency, 
though  advanced  prices  are  expected  to  pre- 
vail until  the  end  of  March.  Considerable 
anxiety  is  being  felt  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  and 
prospects  are  decidedly  uncertain.  In  Mont- 
real prices  at  the  close  of  the  month  showed 
a  tendency  to  decline,  but  prospects  are  that 
the  stringency  will  continue  for  some  time 
to  come.  Little  anxiety  as  to  the  future  is 
felt  in  Hull,  the  fuel  burned  being  largely 
wood,  of  which  a  sufficient  supply  is  avail- 
able. 

Ontario. — Coal  in  quantities,  sufficient  to 
meet  current  demands  is  expected  in  Otta- 
wa to  be  obtainable  throughout  the  winter, 
dealers  looking  for  freer  shipments  in  a 
short  time.  A  slight  shortage  is  anticipated 
in  Kingston,  though  there  is  a  sufficiency 
of  hard  coal  for  the  present,  and  an  abund- 
ance of  beech  and  maple  hardwood.  Belle- 
ville dealers  are  expecting  shipments  short- 
ly, and  as  hundreds  of  cords  of  hardwood 
are  immediately  available  there  is  little  dan- 
ger of  a  fuel  famine  in  the  city.  No  changes 
in  prices  during  the  remainder  of  the  winter 
are  expected  in  Toronto  where  the  supply 
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will  probably  be  equal  to  the  demand,  if 
carefully  distributed.  In  Hamilton  the 
outlook  has  improved  during  the  month, 
and  little  serious  difficulty  is  now  anticipa- 
ted. Similarily  at  Brantford  the  worst 
phase  of  the  situation  is  regarded  as  past. 
At  Guelph  though  prices  are  expected  to 
remain  high,  a  hopeful  view  prevails  as  to 
the  general  outlook,  and  at  Stratford  the 
abundance  of  wood  is  a  promising  feature. 
In  London  similarly  the  outlook  is  improv- 
ing,   and    in    St.    Thomas,    Chatham    and 


Windsor  no  very  serious  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining fuel  is,  on  the  whole,  anticipated 
for  the  balance  of  the  winter. 

Manitoba  and  the  west. — At  Winnipeg 
little  anxiety  as  to  the  future  is  felt,  but 
in  Brandon  the  fact  that  though  the  gen- 
eral situation  is  at  present  satisfactory, 
the  coal  received  is  being  delivered  as  fast 
as  it  comes  in,  is  regarded  as  offering  op- 
portunity for  embarrassment  in  the  event 
of  snow  storms  occurring  and  blocking 
traffic  on  the  railways. 


INQUIRY  INTO  AN  ALLEGED  COMBINE  OF  COAL  DEALERS  AT 

BRANTFORD,  ONT. 

ONE  of  the  most  important  develop-  ing  $4,000,  and  not  less  than  $200,  or  two 
ments  of  the  month  of  January  in  years'  imprisonment,  or  in  the  case  of  a  cor- 
connection  with  conditions  arising  out  of  poration  a  penalty  not  exceeding  $10,000, 
the  fuel  stringency  in  Canada  was  the  and  not  less  than  $1,000,  upon  any  person 
bringing  of  an  action  at  Brantford,  Ont.,  who  '  conspires,  combines,  agrees  or  arran- 
against  a  number  of  coal  dealers,  known  as  ges '  to  unduly  prevent  or  lessen  competi- 
the  Ontario  Coal  Association,  for  alleged  tion  in  the  'production,  manufacture,  pur- 
conspiracy  to  lessen  competition  in  the  pur-  chase,  barter,  sale,  transportation  or  supply' 
chase  and  sale  of  coal.  The  information  of  any  article  or  commodity  which  may  be 
was  laid  at  the  instance  of  the  Mechanics'  a  subject  of  trade  or  commerce. 
Fuel  Co.,  of  Brantford,  a  company  having 

a  charter   from   the    Ontario    government,  -^ne    Taking    of    Evidence. 
which  grants  it  the  right  to  deal  as  a  cor-         The  defendants  were  summoned  for  pre- 
poration  in  the  sale  of  coal  and  wood  in  the  liminary    examination     before    the    police 
city  of  Brantford.     The  shares  of  the  com-  magistrate  of  Brantford  on  Tuesday,  Janu- 
pany  are  valued  at  $10  paid  up,  and  the  ary  27.    A  plea  of  '  not  guilty '  was  entered 
present  difficulty  arose  in  consequence  of  a  and  the  case  was  at  once  proceeded  with, 
by-law   of   the    Ontario    Coal   Association,  Much  of  the  preliminary  evidence  had  re- 
which,  it  is  alleged,  binds  the  members  of  ference  to  the  price  of  coal  purchased  for  de- 
that  association  to  discriminate  against  any  livery  at  Buffalo,  and  to  the  methods  of  fix- 
dealer,  miner  or  operator  supplying  coal  to  ing  the  retail  price  in  Brantford.    It  was 
any  company  whose  paid  up  shares  are  less  sworn  also  that  a  '  look-out '  list  of  firms  to 
than  $50  per  share.     The  Mechanics'  Fuel  be  discriminated  against,  endorsed  by  the 
Co.  asserts  that  the  action  of  the  Ontario  Ontario  Coal  Association,  had  been  printed, 
Coal  Association  in  this  respect  is  hostile  and   five  hundred   copies   delivered  to   the 
(  to  its  interests,  and  is  calculated  to  unduly  president  of  the  association.     At  first  the 
:  lessen  competition  in  the  purchase  and  sale  name  of  the  Mechanics  Fuel  Company  was 
of  coal  in  Brantford.     An  information  was  on  this  list,  but  was  struck  off  when  the 
accordingly  sworn  out  against  the  president  proof  was  sent  back  to  the  printers.   Later, 
;  and  other  members  of  the  executive  of  the  however,  the  name  was  put  on  again.    The 
association.       The  section   of  the   statute  secretary  of  the  Brantford  Coal  Importers' 
|  under  which  action   is  taken  is  No.   520,  Association,    who    was   formerly    secretary 
j  subsection  No.  4,  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  of    the      Ontario     Coal   Association,    gave 
1892,  which  imposes  a  penalty  not  exceed-  evidence  as  to  the  organization  of  the  latter 
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body.  The  clause  in  the  constitution  pro- 
viding that  no  company  was  eligible  for 
membership  whose  paid  up  shares  were  not 
worth  $50  was  admitted,  but  the  witness 
knew  of  no  scheme  to  prevent  coal  deaelrs 
from  bringing  coal  into  Brantford.  As 
secretary,  he  had  written  operators  and 
wholesalers  in  reference  to  coal  purchased 
by  non-dealers.  The  Ontario  Coal  Asso- 
ciation, it  was  stated,  never  fixed  the  price 
of  coal,  and  the  constitution  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  legal  authorities  and  found  per- 
fectly legal  before  being  adopted.  A 
bookkeeper  in  the  employ  of  the  president 
of  the  Association,  however,  swore  that  coal 
which  the  president  of  the  association  had 
purchased  in  Buffalo  at  $11  per  ton,  to 
which  freight  and  other  expenses  had  to 
be  added,  had  been  sold  in  Brantford  at  $9 
per  ton.  Another  witness  who  had  opened 
a  coal  yard  in  Brantford  in  June  last  had 
found  it  impossible  to  buy  coal  in  Buffalo, 
the  operators  there  stating  that  before 
he  could  purchase  he  would  have  to  be- 
come a  member  of  the  Ontario  Coal  Asso- 
ciation. Membership,  however,  in  the  as- 
sociation had  been  refused  him  by  the  pre- 
sident, though  his  application  and  fee  of 
$5  had  been  accepted  and  retained.  The 
witness  had  found  it  practically  impossible 
in  consequence  to  carry  on  business. 

Second  Day's  Hearing. 


dealer  of  Port  Dover,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Ontario  Coal  Association,  gave  evi- 
dence as  to  prices  in  that  town.  Owing  to 
local  competition,  coal  in  Port  Dover  had 
fallen  in  April  last  to  $5.25,  but  as  a  result 
of  a  visit  of  the  president  of  the  Ontario 
Coal  Association  to  the  town  the  price 
was  raised  to  $6  per  ton.  The  secretary  of 
the  Brantford  Coal  Company  stated  that 
coal  deliveries  this  year  had  been  more  ex- 
pensive than  formerly  owing  to  the  small 
quantities  which  arrived,  and  that  coal  had 
not  been  sold  at  more  than  a  fair  profit. 
There  has  been  no  combination  with  the 
president  of  the  coal  association  to  keep  up 
the  price  or  to  lessen  competition.  The  sec- 
retary-treasurer of  the  Mechanics  Fuel 
Company  stated  that  the  company  had  been 
able  to  buy  coal  in  Buffalo  from  one  firm 
only  up  to  the  time  of  the  strike.  He  had 
been  present  at  the  meeting  at  which  the 
Ontario  Coal  Association  had  been  formed 
in  August,  1901,  and  had  protested  against 
the  clause  providing  that  no  company 
should  be  admitted  whose  shares  were  less 
than  $50  as  a  direct  blow  to  his  company. 
The  Mechanics  Fuel  Company  had  not 
been  able  to  buy  any  coal  since  April  last, 
and  he  believes  that  the  Ontario  Coal  As- 
sociation was  responsible  for  this,  and  that 
his  company  could  have  obtained  coal  if  it 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Coal 
Association. 


The  second  day  of  the  inquiry  was  held         Further  hearing  of  evidence  was  adjourn- 
on    Thursday,    January    29,    when    a    coal     ed  until  Wednesday,  February  3. 


TRADE   DISPUTES   DURING   THE   MONTH  OF  JANUARY. 


THERE  were  but  five  new  disputes  re- 
ported to  the  department  for  the 
month  of  January,  four  of  which  were  set- 
tled before  the  close  of  the  month.  The 
disputes  for  the  most  part  were  of  short 
duration,  though  the  number  of  men  affect- 
ed was  comparatively  large.  The  strike 
situation  in  Canada  during  the  month  of 
January  will  appear  from  the  following 
analysis  : — 


Analysis  of  Trade  Disputes  of  the  Month. 

Number  and  Magnitude. — Five  .  new 
strikes  were  reported  to  the  department  for 
January,  affecting  710  workmen,  as  com- 
pared with  8  in  the  same  month  of  last 
year,  affecting  1,026  men. 

Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — The  ag- 
gregate duration  of  the  disputes  reported 
to    the    department   for    January   equalled 
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4,040  working  days.  This  result  is  ob- 
tained by  reckoning  the  disputes  unsettled 
during  the  month  as  continuing  until  its 
end. 

Trades  affected  by  new  disputes. — In  the 
metal  and  engineering  trades  one  dispute 
occurred,  involving  240  men  and  causing  a 
loss  of  1,680  working  days  ;  in  general 
labour,  a  dispute  of  saw-mill  employees 
affected  150  men  and  caused  a  loss  of  150 
working  days  ;  in  the  leather  trade  40 
men  were  involved,  and  a  loss  of  240  days 
occasioned;  in  the  coal  mining  industry  80 
men  were  affected,  with  a  loss  of  720  days; 
and  in  the  transport  trade  a  strike  of  dif- 
ferent classes  of  railway  employees  affected 
.  approximately  125  men,  causing  a  loss  of 
1,250  working  days. 

Causes. — Of  the  five  new  disputes  re- 
ported for  January  two  were  for  an  increase 
in  wages  ;  one  arose  through  the  objection 
of  the  strikers  to  a  change  in  the  system 
of  appointing  foremen  ;  one  to  dissatis- 
faction on  the  part  of  the  men  to  a  non- 
union employee  ;  and  one  on  account .  of 
non-payment  of  wages  due. 

Results. — Four  out  of  the  five  disputes 
reported  for  January  were  settled  during 
the  month,  practically  in  favour  of  the 
strikers.  No  settlement  of  the  other  was 
reported  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

January  Strikes. 

Five  new  disputes  were  reported  to  the 
department  for  the  month  of  January, 
namely,  moulders  at  St.  Catharines,  Ont., 
leather  workers  at  Peterborough,  Ont.,  rail- 
way employees  on  the  Quebec  Southern  in 
the  province  of  Quebec,  coal  miners  at 
Newcastle,  N.S.,  and  saw-mill  employees 
at  New  Westminster,  B.C.  The  strike  of 
railway  employees  was  not  reported  as  set- 
tled at  the  end  of  the  month,  the  other  four 
mentioned  having  been  settled  before  its 
close. 

The  strike  of  moulders  at  St.  Catharines, 
which  commenced  on  the  19th  of  the  month, 
affected  one  firm  and  some  240  employees. 
Some  time  ago  the  employees  of  the  same 


firm  went  on  strike,  and  on  the  settlement 
of  that  difficulty  obtained  an  agreement. 
The  men  claim  that  this  agreement  was 
not  being  lived  up  to,  and  made  demands 
among  other  things  for  a  minimum  piece- 
wage  of  $2  per  day  and  minimum  day- 
wage  of  $1.50  per  day.  The  company  de- 
sired a  week  to  consider  the  matter,  but 
the  men  went  out  in  the  meantime.  On  the 
21st  of  the  month  a  settlement  was  reached 
by  which  the  company  granted  a  number 
of  the  men's  demands,  and  they  returned 
to  work. 

Japanese  saw-mill  employees  at  New 
Westminster  objected  to  the  mill  manage- 
ment changing  the  system  of  appointing 
foremen,  the  company  desiring  to  reduce 
the  number  of  foremen  to  one  over  100 
men,  instead  of  one  to  every  30  men  as 
formerly.  This  caused  the  100  Japanese 
and  50  white  employees  of  the  mill  to  go 
on  strike.  The  difficulty  was  arranged, 
however,  after  the  men  had  been  out  one 
day,  by  the  company  conceding  the  men's 
wishes  as  to  the  foremen. 

Forty  leather  workers  at  Peterborough, 
Ont.,  went  on  strike  on  January  19,  owing 
to  the  refusal  of  employers  to  discharge 
a  non-union  employee  who  was  objection- 
able to  the  men.  The  matter  was  termi- 
nated on  the  26th  of  the  month,  by  the 
voluntary  resignation  of  the  employee  ob- 
jected to. 

The  strike  of  coal  miners  at  Newcastle, 
N.S.,  arose  out  of  the  company's  action  in 
requesting  the  men  to  work  an  extra  shift 
in  two  places  in  the  mine,  offering  a  bonus 
as  payment.  The  men  demanded  10  cents 
extra  per  ton.  The  company  refused  this 
and  a  strike  occurred.  The  matter  was  set- 
tled on  the  29th  of  the  month  by  the  com- 
pany granting  10  cents  per  ton  in  one  place 
and  5  cents  per  ton  in  the  other. 

The  only  unsettled  strike  during  January 
was  that  of  the  employees  of  the  Quebec 
Southern  Railway,  which  commenced  on 
the  20th,  no  report  of  its  settlement  being 
received  by  the  department  at  the  close  of 
the  month.    Some  125  employees,  including 
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engineers,  conductors,  trainmen,  &c,  are 
said  to  be  out  owing  to  the  alleged  non- 
payment of  overdue  wages. 

Disputes  of   other  Months. 

Considerable  difficulty  has  been  experi- 
enced by  the  Department  of  Labour  in  mak- 
ing an  exact  classification  of  existing  trade 
disputes,  particularly  in  cases  where,  after 
the  declaration  of  a  strike,  some  of  the  ori- 
ginal strikers  have  returned  to  work,  or 
have  had  their  places  filled  with  new  hands, 
or  where  the  establishments  affected  have 
found  that  for  either  of  these  reasons,  or 
both,  or  for  other  causes,  their  business  is 
no  longer  seriously  affected.  In  such  cases, 
while  in  one  sense  it  may  be  true  that  a 
strike  may  be  regarded  as  still  in  existence 
because  of  no  formal  declaration  by  either 
of  the  parties  of  its  termination,  yet  in  so 
far  as  the  actual  effect  upon  the  business 
interests  of  the  community  is  concerned  a 
record  of  the  continuance  of  such  a  dispute 
might  be  misleading. 

In  this  connection  mention  might  be 
made  of  the  strike  of  machinists  and  others 
on  the  Canada  Northern  Kailway  at  Winni- 
peg. In  pursuance  of  its  policy,  outlined 
above,  this  dispute  had  been  dropped  from 
the  table  of  trade  disputes,  the  company 
claiming  not  to  be  embarrassed  by  its 
alleged  continuance.  The  strike,  however, 
was  not  formally  declared  to  be  at  an  end 
until  the  26th  of  the  month,  when  an 
agreement  was  arrived  at,  by  which  some 
concessions  as  to  wages  and  discrimina- 
tion were  made  by  the  company,  the  union, 
however,  not  being  recognized. 

Commencing  with  the  record  of  the  pres- 
ent year  it  has,  therefore,  been  decided  by 
the  department  to  omit  from  its  records 
further  mention  of  industrial  disputes  in 
cases  where  information  has  been  received 
on  reliable  authority  to  the  effect  that  the 
business  interests  of  the  firms  affected  are 
no  longer  seriously  embarrassed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  strike.  In  regard  to  all  of 
the  disputes  in  existence  prior  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year  it  may  be  said  that 
while  in  several   cases   of  which  mention 


was  made  in  the  December  Gazette  no  de- 
finite settlement  had  been  reported,  never- 
theless there  was  in  no  single  cases  a  dis- 
pute existing  in  which  the  business  or  in- 
dustrial operations  of  the  firms  in  question 
continued  to  be  embarrassed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  justify  further  mention  of  them 
in  the  official  record  of  the  department.  All 
of  such  disputes  have,  accordingly,  been 
dropped  from  the  list  appearing  in  the  pres- 
ent table. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  which  began  or  were  in 
continuance  during  the  month  of  January, 
and  which  have  been  reported  to  the  depart- 
ment. 


ENFORCEMENT     OF     FAIR     WAGES 

RESOLUTION  BY  POST  OFFICE 

DEPT.,    JANUARY,    1903. 

During  the  month  of  January  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned; all  of  these  orders  were  given  sub- 
ject to  the  regulations  for  the  suppression 
of  the  sweating  system,  and  securing  pay- 
ment to  the  working  men  and  working 
women  of  fair  wages,  and  the  performance 
of  the  work  under  proper  sanitary  condi- 
tions : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. .  . . 

Repairing  post  office  scales 

Supplying  mail    bags 

Repairing  mail  bags. 

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  supplying  mail 
bag  fittings 

Making  and  repairing  parcel  receptacles 
and  letter  boxes     

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  anjd 
repairing  postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official  uniforms 


\    401  87 
78  15 

523  77 

9  50 

13  35 

846  71 

83  90 

2,784  96 

6  20 

5,469  25 
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GOVERNMENT   CONTRACTS   FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  JANUARY. 

(Information  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contract©  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  January,  together  with  the  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract. 

Construction  of  a  wharf  at  Park,  Orillia,  Ont.  Date  of  contract,  January  12, 
1903.    Amount  of  contract,  $8,389. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate 


Contractor's  foreman  carpenter. 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths'  helpers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver,  with  one  horse  and  cart 
Driver,  with  two  horses 


$2  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 


1  50 

10 

1  25 

10 

1  00 

10 

1  00 

10 

2  00 

10 

3  00 

10 

Construction  of  a  wharf,  Sturgeon  Falls,  Ont.     Date  of  contract,  January  23, 
1903.    Amount  of  contract,  $2,810. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman  carpenter 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths'  helpers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver,  with  one  horse 

Driver,  with  two  horses 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate 

$2  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 


2  00 

10 

2  00 

10 

1  25 

10 

1  50 

10 

2  25 

10 

3  00 

10 

REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  were  received  at  the  Department 
of  Labour,  during  January,  1903  : — 

CANADIAN  EEPORTS. 
Trade  and  Commerce  of  Canada. 

Report  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1902. 
King's  Printer,  Ottawa.  956  pages.  Price,  60 
cents. 

In  this  report  an  interesting  comparison 
is  made  of  the  industrial  progress  of  some 
of  the  principal  countries  in  the  world 
during  the  past  six  years,  from  which  it 
is  seen  that  the  total  volume  of  trade  of 


Canada  has  increased  by  a  greater  percent- 
age than  that  of  any  other  country.  The 
figures  for  the  four  countries  with  the 
highest  percentage,  are  as  follows  : — 

The  trade  of  Canada  in  1894-5,  amounted 
to  $200,204,242,  and  in  1901-2,  $392,499,953, 
the  percentage  of  increase  being  96  -05. 

The  trade  of  Japan  in  1895  was  $133,- 
084,033,  and  in  1901,  $251,605,612,  the  per- 
centage of  increase  being  89  -06. 

The  trade  of  Australia  in  1895  was  $276,- 
385,168,  and  in  1901,  $448,314,198,  the  per- 
centage of  increase  being  62  -21. 
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The  trade  of  the  United  States  in  1894-5 
was  $1,525,362,564,  and  in  1900-1,  $2,258,- 
802,809,  the  percentage  of  increase  being 
48  -08. 

With  regard  to  the  trade  per  capita  of 
population  during  the  past  year,  Canada's 
amounted  to  a  little  over  $77  ;  that  of 
the  United  States  between  $30  and  $31, 
Great  Britain,  $102,  France,  between  $53 
and  $54,  and  Germany  about  $41. 

The  imports  from  Great  Britain  in- 
creased more  than  six  millions  over  the 
previous  year,  from  the  United  States  ovei 
ten  millions,  and  from  Germany  over  four 
millions,  largely  in  the  item  of  sugar. 

The  exports  to  Great  Britain  increased 
about  twelve  millions,  to  British  Africa 
two  and  three-quarter  millions,  to  Austra- 
lia and  Germany  over  half  a  million  each, 
while  there  was  a  falling  off  to  the  United 
States  of  a  little  over  one  million  dollars. 

The  total  imports  into  Canada  amounted 
to  $196,480,190,  and  the  exports  to  $196,- 
019,763.  The  chief  increase  in  the  latter 
was  in  agricultural  products,  nearly  twelve 
and  one-half  millions,  iollowed  by  animals 
and  their  products  and  fisheries,  about  three 
and  three-quarter  million  each,  manufac- 
tures nearly  two  and  one-half  millions,  the 
forest  two  millions,  while  the  produce  of 
the  mines  fell  off  about  five  millions. 

Dominion  Public  Accounts. 

Canada:  Public  Accounts  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1902.  King's  Printer,  Ottawa.  223 
pages.     Price,  15  cents. 

Numerous  indications  of  the  continued 
prosperity  of  Canada  are  shown  in  the  Pub- 
lic Accounts  of  the  past  year.  In  his  re- 
port, the  deputy  minister  furnishes  the  fol- 
lowing statistics : — 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  balance 
at  the  credit  of  the  depositors  in  the  Post 
Office  and  Government  savings  banks 
amounted  to  $58,437,988.70,  an  increase  of 
$2,389,029.64  over  the  balance  held  on  June 
30, 1901;  part  of  this  increase,  $1,662,258.32, 
represents  interest  added  to  the  various  ac- 
counts, and  the  remainder,  $726,771.32,  the 
excess  of  receipts  over  withdrawals. 


Dominion  notes  to  the  amount  of  $32,- 
780,387.05  were  outstanding  on  June  30, 
1902,  as  against  $27,898,509.05  on  June  30 
of  the  previous  year,  or  an  increase  of  $4,- 
881,878. 

The  average  rate  of  interest  paid  on  the 
gross  debt  for  the  year  was  $3.09,  as  com- 
pared with  $3.12  in  the  previous  year,  and 
the  net  rate  of  interest  paid  has  fallen  from 
$2.60  to  $2.57. 

The  sum  of  $791,089.38  was  paid  on  ac- 
count of  bounties  on  iron  and  steel,  and 
railway  subsidies  amounted  to  $2,093,939. 

Indian  Affairs. 

Annual  report  of  the  Department  of  Indian 
Affairs  for  the  year  ended  June  30,  1902.  622 
pages.     King's  Printer,  Ottawa.     Price,  45  cents. 

This  report  shows  that  the  conditions 
prevailing  among  the  Indians  during  the 
past  year  have  been  very  satisfactory  in 
nearly  every  respect.  Their  total  popula- 
tion in  Canada  is  given  as  108,112,  an 
increase  of  8,585  over  the  estimate  made 
in  1901.  This  is  largely  accounted  for 
by  the  fact  that  the  Dominion  census 
figures  have  been  taken  in  enumerating 
the  nomadic  tribes  beyond  treaty  limits, 
whose  numbers  had  been  only  vaguely 
guessed  by  the  department  in  the  previous 
years.  In  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia,  Prince 
Edward  Island  and  British  Columbia,  they 
have  increased,  while  there  has  been  a  small 
decrease  in  the  other  provinces.  Their  ag- 
gregate earnings  were  nearly  $213,000  great- 
er than  in  1901.  Wages  from  agriculture, 
lumbering,  fisheries  and  mining  amounted 
to  $1,181,760,  an  increase  of  almost  $150,- 
000.  Their  primitive  industries,  such  as 
the  manufacture  of  canoes,  baskets,  snow- 
shoes,  &c,  are  gradually  dying  out,  and  in 
Quebec,  the  proceeds  of  hunting  and  trap- 
ping were  only  $50,945  as  compared  with 
$101,738.50  the  year  before. 

The  character  of  their  dwellings  and 
farm  buildings  throughout  Canada  is  stead- 
ily improving,  and  primitive  wigwams  and 
rancheries,  tenanted  in  common  by  several 
families,  have  disappeared,  except  among 
the  vagrant  Indians  and  those  of  the 
Kwawkewlth  agency.     The  Six  Nation  In- 
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dians  of  Ontario,  as  well  as  other  tribes  in 
the  older  provinces,  compare  favourably  in 
every  respect  with  their  white  neighbours. 
They  are  very  advanced  also  in  British 
Columbia.  In  the  Fraser  river,  west  and 
north-west  coast  agencies  they  live  for  the 
most  part  in  villages,  and  their  houses  are 
commonly  of  a  superior  class.  In  many  of 
these  villages  are  to  be  found  churches, 
school-houses,  fire  halls,  music  halls,  &c. 
Some  of  them  undertake  such  enterprises 
as  purchasing  and  travelling  about  with 
threshing  machines,  and  establishing  co- 
operative stores.  Kecently  a  company  of 
Indians  built  and  equipped  a  small  salmon 
cannery  near  the  mouth  of  the  Skeena  river. 

In  the  North-west  Territories  stock- 
raising  is  a  much  more  prominent  industry 
than  in  the  older  provinces,  and  the  quality 
of  cattle  and  horses  kept  by  the  Indians  is 
steadily  improving.  Since  1900,  they  have 
been  required  to  subscribe  to  a  fund  two 
dollars  for  every  beef  animal  sold.  This 
fund,  into  which  over  $7,700  has  already 
been  paid,  is  used  for  the  improvement  of 
the  stock  by  the  purchase  of  well  bred  bulls. 
Good  class  stallions  have  also  been  intro- 
duced on  several  reserves,  as  an  experiment, 
which,  if  successful,  will  be  of  great  benefit 
to  the  Indians. 

BRITISH  REPORT. 

Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  Notification  of  In- 
dustrial Accidents.  Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  Lon- 
don.    24  pages.     Price,  2£d. 

This  committee  was  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  practical  work- 
ing of  the  systems  of  the  notification  of 
accidents  enjoined  by  various  statutes  in 
the  case  of  certain  dangerous  trades.  The 
occupations,  to  which  these  statutes  apply, 
are  concerned  with  mines  and  quarries  ; 
factories,  workshops,  &c.  ;  railways,  engi- 
neering works,  and  merchant  shipping, 
each  class  coming  under  a  special  enact- 
ment. The  difficulty  in  the  carrying  out 
of  these  laws  lies  in  the  determination  of 
what  non-fatal  accidents  are  serious 
enough  to  be  reported,  this  being  left  large- 
ly to  the  judgment  of  each  individual  who 
is  responsible  for  the  reporting  of  such  ac- 


cidents. In  order  to  make  the  law  more 
definite  on  this  point,  the  committee  sug- 
gested that  there  should  be  three  classes- 
of  reportable  accidents  :  (1)  Fatal  acci- 
dents. (2)  Accidents  from  special  causes 
connected  with  each  particular  kind  of  in- 
dustry. (3) Accidents  causing  more  than 
a  fortnight's  disablement. 

UNITED   STATES  REPORTS. 
California  Labour  Statistics. 

Tenth  biennial  report  of  the  Bureau  of  La- 
bour Statistics  of  California,  1901-1902.  A.  J. 
Johnston,  Sacramento.     149  pages. 

In  the  Tenth  Biennial  Report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  of  California, 
there  is  an  important  article  on  arbitra- 
tion in  wages  and  other  disputes  between 
capital  and  labour.  It  gives  the  legisla- 
tion on  this  subject  in  New  Zealand,  the 
Australian  colonies,  Canada,  and  the 
various  states  of  the  union.  The  other 
articles  in  this  report  are  '  Agricultural 
Labour  in  California  ; '  '  Wages,  Hours  of 
Labour,  &c,  of  Miners  ; '  '  Enforcement  of 
the  Labour  Laws/  t  Children  of  Wage- 
earners  and  Higher  Education  ; '  '  Hours 
and  Wages,  1900-1902,'  and  'Labour  Or- 
ganizations in  California.' 

Missouri  Labour  Statistics. 

Twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  Statistics  and  Inspection  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  for  the  year  ending  November  5,  1902. 
Tribune  Printing  Co.,  Jefferson  City,  Mo.  438 
pages. 

The  twenty-fourth  annual  report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  and  Inspection 
of  Missouri,  treats  of  the  following  sub- 
jects : — 

Missouri  industrial  statistics,  which  con- 
tain detailed  statements  of  the  surplus  pro- 
ducts sold  in  each  county;  Agriculture 
in  Missouri  ;  Contracting  Garment  Work- 
ers (Sweat  Shops)  ;  Labour  Organiza- 
tions ;  Government  Lands  in  Missouri  ; 
Record  of  Free  Employment  Offices,  which 
were  established  by  law  in  1899,  under  the 
control  of  the  Commissioner  of  Labour,  in 
cities  of  over  100,000  inhabitants  ;  Statis- 
tics of  Manufactures  in  Missouri  ;  Recent 
Court  Decisions  affecting  Labour. 
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EUKOPEAN  REPOKTS.  departments    and    investigations  ;     legisla- 

«,   .,             jti       *     •       aa-j-  ti°n    relating    to    workingmens    insurance 

Strikes  and  Lockouts  in  Austria  during  ,              :,.,.,      , 

jqqj  and   responsibility    for    labour    accidents. 

Another  portion  of  the  bulletins  deals  with 

i  Dif    Arbeitseinstellungen    und    Aussperrungen  parliamentary  action   taken,  resolutions  of 

in   Osterreich   wahrend   des  Jahres  1901.     Alfred  *                         *\                 t             '           t 

Holder,  Vienna.    216  pages.  national  and  international  organizations  of 

The    above    report   contains    a    complete  labour    concerning   labour   legislation    and 

analysis  of  the  strikes  which  occurred  in  the  bulletms  end  Wlth  *  periodical  biblio- 

Austria     during     1901,    with    comparative  grapny. 

tables  for  the  years  1894  to  1901.    Of  the  Labour   Inspection   in  Belgium. 
strikes  which  took  place  during  the  latter 

year   20 '7   per   cent   were   completely    sue-  Rapports   annuel*    de    l'Inspection    du    Tra- 

*                               .                             ,  vai1'  7eme  annee,   1901,   Mmistere  de  1  Industrie 

cessful,  36-3  per  cent,  partially,  successful,  et  du  Travail,   Office   du   Travail,   Royaume   de 

and  43  per  cent  failed.     The  averages  for  Belsi(iue-    297  Pa§es- 

the  eight  years,  from  1894  to  1901,  differ  This  work  is  composed  of  the  reports  of 
•slightly  from  these  figures.  The  total  the  provincial  labour  inspectors,  of  which 
number  of  strikers,  in  1901,  amounted  to  there  are  nine  in  the  Kingdom  of  Belgium. 
24,870,  a  smaller  number  than  any  since  It  also  covers  the  report  of  the  chief  in- 
1894,  there  having  been  105,128  in  1900,  spector  and  general  returns  relating  to  the 
54,763  in  1899,  39,658  in  1898,  38,467  in  application  during  1901,  of  the  law  of  De- 
1897,  66,234  in  1896,  28,652  in  1895,  and  cember  13,  1889,  concerning  the  work  of 
67,061  in  1894.  During  1901,  there  were  40  women,  youths  and  children.  The  last  por- 
strikes  in  the  mining  industries,,  affecting  tion  of  the  report  has  to  do  with  the  report 
directly  7,496  men,  28  in  the  textile  in-  of  the  mining  engineer,  on  the  application 
dustries,  affecting  2,675  men,  29  in  the  of  the  above  mentioned  law  in  its  bearing 
stone,  earthenware  and  glass  industries,  upon  the  work  of  women,  youths  and  child- 
affecting  1,698  men,  and  24  in  the  building  ren  in  the  mines.  The  reports  of  the  la- 
trades,  affecting  3,214  men.  There  were  bour  inspectors  are  divided  into  sections 
only  three  lock-outSP  during  the  year,  all  which  deal  inter  alia  with  the  activity  of 
of  which  took  place  in  Bohemia,  two,  last-  the  inspector;  the  work  of  women  and 
ing  four  and  six  days  respectively,  were  children;  health  and  security  of  workers; 
on  account  of  the  workmen  taking  a  holi-  regulations  concerning  public  security, 
day  on  May  1,  and  the  third  was  on  account  health  and  convenience ;  payment  of  wages ; 
of  their  unwillingness  to  work  overtime,  workshop  regulations,  accidents,  &c,  and 
Tbis  one  only  lasted  one  day.  are  generously  interspersed  with  statistical 

•b„11a+- ^  t  a         x-       lTi.         /%/»  tables.     The  report  shows  that  8,253  estab- 

JBulletms  of  International  Labour  Office.  ,.  ,                     .             ,  .      ,  .  , 

lisnments  were  inspected  in  which  were  em- 

'  Bulletin  de  l'Office  International  du  Travail'      rVlnvpfl  . fJbilrlrpn    of  from    12  to   Ifi  war* 

premi(re  annee,  3  Vols.,  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9  et  10,  juin,  ^l0^ea '     <^uaren  ol  irom  1/  to   10  years, 

juillet,   septembre,  octobre,  1902,   publie  a  Bale  boys  15,998,  girls  9,598 ;  females  from  16  to 

21  years,  16,645;  females  over  21  years  of 

Each  of  these  bulletins  contains  a  sum-  age  16,681,  or  a  total  of  218,840  persons  of 

mary  of  the  progress  made  in  protective  all  ages  and  sexes, 
labour    legislation    throughout    the    world 

during  the  month  or  months  to  which  it  I'ace  Making  and  Embroidering  on  tulle 

refers.     It  also  contains  full  extracts  and  in  Belgium, 

in  some  cases  the  text  of  the  different  laws  Les  industries  a   domicile  en  Belgique,   Vols. 

passed  for  the  above  mentioned  protection  IV-  et  v-'  La  dentelle  et  la  broderie  sur  tulle, 

.J?  +i              ,                    ,                    .....  315    et   281    pages,    respectivement,    Ministere    de 

oi  tne  workmen,  and  treats  o±  such  legisla-  l'lndustrie   et   du   Travail,     Office    du    Travail, 

tion  under  the  captions  of  general  protec-  Royaume  de  Belsi(iue- 

tion  of  labour,  protection  of  skilled  work-  The  introduction  to  Vol.  IV.  sets  forth 

men  ;    the  inspection  of  factories  ;    labour  that  the  lace  industry  has,  in  Belgium,  had 
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a  more  glorious  past  than  any  other ;  that  it 
still  occupies  a  prominent  place,  and  on  ac- 
count of  these  facts  alone  its  future  would 
merit  the  serious  consideration  of  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  greatness  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Belgian  Kingdom.  This  in- 
troduction is  followed  by  a  history  of  the 
lace  industry.  This  history  states  that  lace 
was  not  made  before  the  XV th  century. 
Lace  is  denned  as  being  made  with  the 
needle  or  with  spindles.  The  industry  was 
prosperous  during  succeeding  centuries,  but 
received  a  mortal  blow  by  the  French  Re- 
volution in  1789.  This  supplemented  by 
machine-made  lace  had  a  disastrous  effect 
on  the  hand-made  lace,  and  the  latter  in- 
dustry went  on  in  a  decreasing  ratio  until 
1840,  when  it  began  again  to  assume  import- 
ance owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  clergy  and 
the  convents.  This  volume  contains  132 
plates  illustrating  the  different  kinds  of 
lace  made,  and  contains  statistical  tables 
showing  the  cost  of  raw  material  used,  fiscal 
legislation  governing  the  industry,  &c,  &c. 

Volume  V.,  or  the  second  part  of  the 
above,  is  devoted  to  the  organization  of  the 
industry.  The  opening  chapter  treats  of 
the  localities  in  Belgium  where  the  indus- 
try is  carried  on.  These  localities  are  East 
and  West  Flanders,  the  province  of  Anvers, 
Brabant,  Limbourg,  province  of  Namur, 
Luxembourg  and  Hainaut.  Chapter  II.  de- 
scribes the  manner  of  recruiting  for  the 
industry,  and  apprenticeship,  and  is  subdivi- 
ded  into   two   heads:    Congregational  lace 


schools  and  Lay  lace  schools.  The  succeed- 
ing chapters  of  the  volume  treat  of  the  la- 
bour contract,  wages,  hours  of  labour,  idle- 
ness, sanitary  rules,  morality,  legislation 
affecting  the  industry,  &c.  The  work  is 
illustrated  with  53  cuts  showing  the  various 
kinds  of  lace  therein  mentioned,  typical 
scenes,  and  is  also  accompanied  by  a  large 
map  showing  the  strength  of  the  industry 
in  the  different  localities  of  the  Kingdom. 


UNIONS    FORMED    DURING    THE 
MONTH  OF  JANUARY,  1903. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notice  of  the  following  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
January  : — 

Ontario — 

Chatham — Trades  and  Labour  Council. 
Carriage  and  Wagon  makers. 
London — Federal  Trade  Union. 
Niagara  Falls — Trades  and  Labour  Coun- 
cil. 
Team  Drivers. 
Retail  Clerks. 
Bartenders. 
Port  Colborne — Federal  Labour  Union. 

Toronto — Woodworkers'  Council. 

British  Columbia — 

Vancouver — Postal  Employees. 

"  Team  Drivers. 

Victoria — Leather  Workers. 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to 
Iraw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken 
to  have  information  as  complete  and 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its 
iccounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re- 
ports, legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or 
minions  which  may  be  expressed  therein. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Ottawa,  March  15,  1903. 

Reference  to  the  table  of  contents  of  the 
present  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette  will 
how  that  the  subjects  calling  for  special 
reatment  during  the  month  were  more 
raried  in  character  than  usual,  and  repre- 
ent  more  completely,  in  consequence,  the 
general  industrial  life  of  the  Dominion. 

Three  articles  will  be  found  in  which  di- 
ect  reference  is  made  to  work  carried  on  by 
he  department,  namely,  a  review  of  Ihe 
econd  annual  report  of  the  Deputy  Min- 
ster of  Labour,  an  account  of  the  in- 
ervention  of  the  department  in  the  strike 
>f  the  employees  of  the  Quebec  Southern 
Railway  Company,  who,  to  the  number  cf 
30,  left  the  employment  of  the  company 
ii  January  20  last  owing  to  non-payment 
f  wages,  and  a  report  on  the  intervention' 
f  the  department  in  the  strike  of  miners 
a  the  employ  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal 
/ompany  at  Fernie  and  other  points  in 
British  Columbia.  In  the  first  of  these  ar- 
icles  a  brief  summary  is  given  of  the  work 
f  the  department  during  the  fiscal  year 
nded  June  30,  1902 ;  in  the  second,  the  ne- 
otiations  carried  on  between  £he  depart- 
ient  and  the  railway  company  in  question, 


with  regard  to  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  the  men  and  the  resumption  of  opera- 
tions on  the  road,  are  fully  narrated;  the 
third  gives,  with  considerable  fullness,  an 
account  of  the  various  issues  involved  in 
the  dispute  at  Fernie  and  the  attempts  at  a 
solution  up  to  the  end  of  the  month. 

In  view  of  the  approach  of  the  season 
when  the  re-arrangement  of  wages  sched- 
ules in  the  various  trades  for  the  coming 
year  is  usually  effected,  an  article  dealing 
with  changes  in  rates  of  wages  and  hours 
of  labour  reported  since  June  1  last  and  up 
to  the  beginning  of  the  past  month,  will  be 
of  special  interest. 

A  brief  description  of  the  system  of  co- 
operative stores  established  among  the  At- 
lantic fishermen  by  Dr.  Wilfred  T.  Gren- 
f ell,  Superintendent  of  the  Labrador  Branch 
of  the  Royal  National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea 
Fishermen,  is  contained  in  another  special 
article  of  the  issue  which  will  prove  of  gen- 
eral interest. 

The  series  of  special  articles  dealing  with 
the  wages  and  hours  of  railway  employees, 
are  continued  in  the  present  issue  of  the 
Gazette,  along  similar  lines  to  those  of  pre- 
vious numbers,  the  wages  and  hours  of 
maintenance-of-way  men,  yardmen,  switch- 
men and  freight  handlers  being  covered. 
The  departmental  report  for  the  month  on 
conditions  arising  out  of  the  scarcity  of 
coal  in  Canada  is  also  continued  in  the  pre- 
sent issue,  with  a  report,  under  a  separate; 
heading,  of  the  continuation  of  the  inquiry 
into  the  alleged  combine  of  coal  dealers  at 
Brantford,  Ont. 

The  meeting  of  representatives  of  vari- 
ous   Ontario   municipalities   held   at   Ber- 
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lin,  Ont.,  during  the  month,  to  discuss  the 
generation  and  transmission  of  electrical 
energy  from  Niagara  Falls,  was  an 
event  fraught  with  important  industrial 
possibilities,  and  a  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  meeting,  and  of  action  following 
thereon,  will  be  found  in  the  present  num- 
ber. Brief  reference  is  also  made,  under  a 
special  heading,  to  a  meeting  of  Ontario 
lumbermen,  and  an  account  given  of  the 
formation  and  disbandment  of  a  union 
among  the  members  of  the  Toronto  Fire 


Brigade.  Statistics  relating  to  agriculture 
in  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  recently 
published  by  the  Census  Department,  have 
also  been  re-arranged  and  presented  in  the 
form  of  a  special  article. 

The  issue  contains  the  usual  articles  on, 
recent  industrial  inventions,  strikes  of  the 
month,    new    unions    formed,   government] 
contracts  awarded,  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus,  and  recent  legal  decisions. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR   CONDITIONS  DURING   THE   MONTH   OF 

FEBRUARY. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 

THE  conditions  of  labour  and  industry  spread,  and  the  strike  at  Nanaimo  was  als 
throughout  Canada,  as  illustrated  in  attended  with  serious  results  to  industry 
the  reports  of  the  Gazette  correspondents  on  the  island.  The  month  closed  without] 
for  February,  show  on  the  whole  a  pro-  a  settlement  being  effected  in  the  more  im- 
nounced  increase  of  activity  both  as  com-  portant  of  these  disturbances,,  though  in 
pared  with  January  and  with  the  corres-  two  other  large  disputes  of  the  month,  that 
ponding  month  of  1902.  Severe  weather  of  street  railway  employees  at  Montreal 
in  some  localities  caused  more  or  less  and  of  garment  makers  at  Toronto,  satis- 
serious  interruptions  to  the  general  move-  factory  arrangements  were  concluded  and 
ment,  though,  on  the  whole,  conditions  in  work  resumed  at  a  time  when  a  further 
the  out-door  employments  were  regarded  as  prolongation  of  the  trouble  would  have 
favourable  for  the  season.  In  the  province  been  attended  with  very  serious  conse- 
of  Prince  Edward  Island  alone,  where  an  quences 
almost  complete  interruption  of  transpor- 
tation was  brought  about  by  bad  weather, 
was  there  anything  lige  a  serious  depres- 
sion.    Generally  speaking  the  closing  days 


Changes  in  Rates  of  Wages. 

The  wages  question  occupied  a  very  pro-t 
minent  position  in  the  developments  of  the; 


of  the  month  witnessed  a  decided  improve-  past  month  in  the  labour  market  of  Canada, 

ment  in  this  respect,  and  preparations  were,  the    rearrangement    of    schedules    for    the: 

as  a  rule,  actively  under  way  for  the  open-  coming  season  being>  in  almost  every  i0. 

ing  of  the  coming  spring  season,  the  vari-  cality?   the   subject   0f   discussion   between 

ous  trades,  the  activity  of  which  is  influ-  employers    and   employees.     No   reference, 

enced  by  the  getting  ready  of  boats  for  the  ig  made  under  this  neading  to  the  presenta- 

navigation  season,  having  particularly  ex-  ti(m  of  demands  for  improved  wage  condi 

perienced  the  results  of  the  change.  tions^  the  settlement  of  which  is  still  pend 

The  number  of  strikes  reported  for  the  ing,  these  being  included  for  the  most  part 

month  shows  a  decided  increase  over  the  in  the  reports  of   the    Gazette    correspon- 

previous  month,  and  over  February  of  1902.  dents  for  the  localities  affected.    A  numbei 

In  British  Columbia,  particularly,  the  in-  of  increases  already  granted,  however,  were 

terruption  to  industry  caused  by  the  strike  reported  to  the  department  during  Febru- 

of  miners  in  the  employment  of  the  Crow's  ary.      At    Hamilton,    Ont.,    fourth    grade 

Nest   Pass   Eailway   Company   was   wide-  teachers  were  increased  from  $560  to  $60C 
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a  year.    Increases  in  salaries  amounting  to 
$7,4^3.50  were  also  distributed  among  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  Toronto  fire  brigade 
by  the  fire  and  light  committee  in  February. 
Of  the  amount  named,  $3,650  went  to  the 
officers,  including  21  assistant  foremen.    In 
adopting  the  increases  the  committee  ap- 
proved of  a  change  in  the  grading  of  the 
men  which  will  permit  of  men  entering  the 
service   at  a  salary  $30   higher  than   the 
existing  minimum  and  reaching  a  maxi- 
mum $15  higher  than  the  present  one,  with 
a  year's  less  service.    Firemen  at  Windsor 
were  also  raised  to  $50  per  month  by  the 
city  council,  representing  an  increase  of  $5 
per  month.  Bricklayers  at  Straford  obtain- 
ed a  rate  of  30  cents  per  hour  for  a  nine- 
hour  day,  which  is  5  cents  per  hour  more 
than  last  year;  and  carpenters  in  the  same 
city  received  a  19-cent  schedule  in  place  of 
the  17-cent  schedule  of  1902.   At  Kingston, 
Ont.,  employees  of  the  K.  and  P.  Kailway 
were  promised  an  increase  which  will  bring 
the  standard  of  remuneration  up  to  that  of 
corresponding  classes  on  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific  Kailway,   the   change   to    take   place 
after  May  15th  next.    In  accordance  with 
an  agreement  reached  between  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Pere  Marquette  Kailway,  at 
St.  Thomas,  and  its  employees,  a  schedule 
of  wages  was  adopted,  which  is  as  follows  : 
Passenger  engineers,   3|   cents  per  mile  ; 
through  freight,  3£  cents  per  mile  ;    local 
freight,    $4    per    day  ;     switch   engineers, 
$2.60  per  day  of  ten  hours.       On  engines 
having  a  cylinder  larger  than  18  x  24  inches 
the  rate  will  be  $4.50  per  100  miles.     This 
last  provision  is  made  so  that  the  men  on 
the  moguls  on  the  main  line  will  receive 
more  pay  than  the  men  pulling  light  trains 
on  the  smaller  divisions.     Linemen  in  the 
employ  of  the  Montreal  Light  and  Power 
Company  also  received  an  increase  of  10 
per  cent  in  wages.  Barbers  at  Three  Kivers, 
Que.,  raised  their  tariff  during  the  month, 
and  employees  in  store  No.  1,  Intercolonial 
Kailway,   at   Moncton,   N.B.,    received   an 
increase,  from  a  rate  of  $1.20  a  day  to  one 
of  535  per  month. 


Conditions  in  the  Leading  Industries. 

In  agriculture  the  month  has  been  one  of 
comparative  quiet,  stock-feeding  and  the 
marketing  of  the  balance  of  the  crop  of 
1902  furnishing  the  main  sources  of  em- 
ployment. The  hauling  of  firewood  in 
many  localities  was  another  important 
feature  of  the  month.  The  scarcity  of 
farm  labour,  which  was  much  discussed,  is 
referred  to  below  in  connection  with  the 
subject  of  immigration. 

Bad  weather  on  the  Atlantic  seriously 
interfered  with  fishing  operations  in  the 
maritime  provinces,  the  catch  of  smelts  in 
Prince  Edward  Island  and  Nova    Scotia 
being    only    fair    and    conditions    being 
dull  in  the  Bay  of  Fundy.      On  the  great 
lakes    catches    were    on    the    whole    small 
during  February.       A  twenty-year  conces- 
sion was  granted  by  the  Ontario  govern- 
ment to  the  Manitou    Fishing    Company, 
which  will  operate  on  Manitou  lake  near 
Manitowaning,  Manitoulin  island.    Under 
the  terms  of  the  contract  a  graded  scale  of 
rentals,  amounting  to  $1,500  for  the  first 
year,  $2,000  for  the  second,  $3,000  for  the 
third,  $4,000  for  the  fourth  and  $5,000  for 
the  fifth  and  subsequent  years,  will  be  paid. 
Hatcheries  are  to  be  established  and  a  de- 
posit to  be  made  of  10,000,000  fry  annually. 
Restrictions  are  imposed  upon  the  amount 
of  nets  to  be  used  and  the  size  of  fish  to  be 
taken,  the  catch    being    restricted    to  200 
tons  for  the  first  year  and  not  more  than 
400  tons  during  any  subsequent  year.  The 
rights  of  settlers  to  angle  for  their  own 
use  is  not  disturbed. 

Conditions  in  the  lumber  woods  through- 
out Canada  remained  active  during  Febru- 
ary, and  large  cuts  are  reported  from  near- 
ly every  section  of  the  country.  Thus  the 
cut  of  the  province  of  Ontario  for  the 
present  season  is  estimated  at  900,000,000 
feet,  whereas  the  cut  last  year,  as  estimated 
in  the  Department  of  Crown  Lands  report, 
was  placed  at  a  little  over  700,000,000  feet. 
The  heavy  snow  falls  interfered  somewhat 
with  work  in  the  woods,  and  the  scarcity  of 
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labour  in  the  camps  was  also  a  subject  of 
complaint. 

The  general  mining  situation  was  fair, 
work  being  active  in  Nova  Scotia  and  fair- 
ly so  in  Ontario.  In  British  Columbia  the 
strike  situation  caused  considerable  loss  of 
time,  and  in  some  parts  of  Quebec  opera- 
tions were  delayed  by  the  heavy  falls  of 
snow. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  cor- 
respondents manufacturing  conditions  were 
unusually  active  for  the  season  of  the 
year,  Montreal,  Toronto  and  Hamilton 
furnishing  the  leading  instances.  In  the 
last  named  city  the  promulgation  of  plans 
for  promoting  new  industries  was  a  note- 
able  feature  of  the  month.  At  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  Ont.,  the  various  mills  were  run  to 
their  full  capacity,  though  the  Algoma  Steel 
Company  has  relinquished  the  contract  for 
steel  rails  for  the  Temiscamingue  Railway. 
Of  the  large  blast  furnaces  being  built  by 
the  company  one  is  expected  to  start  on 
April  1  and  a  second  on  May  1. 

Activity  in  Various  Trades. 

Weather  conditions  played  an  important 
part  in  the  activity  of  the  building  trades, 
reports  from  different  localities  varying 
considerably  as  to  prevailing  conditions  of 
employment.  Thus,  while  a  few  Gazette 
correspondents  report  relaxed  conditions, 
a  large  number  show  an  unusually  busy 
season  considering  the  time  of  the  year.  In 
Ontario  and  Nova  Scotia  particularly  thi^ 
activity  was  above  the  normal.  The  corree 
spondenst  of  the  Gazette  are,  however,  prac- 
tically unanimous  in  reporting  the  outlook 
for  the  coming  season  as  the  best  in  many 
years  and  on  all  sides  preparations  for 
building  in  the  summer  of  1903  are  being 
made  on  an  almost  unprecedented  scale. 
Special  reference  is  directed  in  this  respect 
to  the  reports  received  from  Montreal, 
Toronto,  Hamilton  and  London. 

The  great  activity  in  the  metal,  engineer- 
ing and  shipbuilding  trades  is  perhaps  the 
most  important  industrial  feature  of  the 
month  of  February.  This  has  not  been  con- 
fined, as  in  the  case  of  some  of  the  other 


groups  of  trades,  to  specific  localities,  but 
is  reported  with  scarcely  an  exception  from 
every  city  of  the  Dominion,  overtime  in  one 
or  other  of  the  various  branches  being  a 
common  experience.  The  refitting  of  ves- 
sels, in  anticipation  of  the  opening  of  navi- 
gation, contributed  a  large  share  of  this  ac- 
tivity and  the  large  volume  of  transporta- 
tion business  furnished  still  another  source. 
The  active  conditions  above  mentioned, 
however,  are  characteristic  of  almost  every 
branch  of  the  group. 

In  the  woodworking  and  furnishing 
trades  employment  was  fairly  active, 
though  instances  of  slackness  in  particular 
localities  were  report.ed  In  Nova  Scotia 
and  Ontario  conditions  were  perhaps  at 
their  best. 

In  the  other  groups  of  trades,  referred  to 
in  particular  by  correspondents  of  the  Ga- 
zette, more  or  less  varying  conditions  were 
reported.  The  printing  and  allied  trades, 
for  example,  were  active  in  some  localities 
and  comparatively  slack  in  others.  The 
clothing  trades  and  leather  trades,  while 
furnishing  instances  of  activity,  were  on 
the  whole  dull.  Ice-cutting,  under  the  head- 
ing of  food  and  tobacco  preparation,  fur- 
nished a  large  amount  of  employment  in 
February,  and  cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  had,  on  the  whole,  a  very  busy 
month.  Unskilled  labour  was,  considering 
the  season,  in  exceptionally  good  demand, 
though  unfavourable  conditions  prevailed 
in  some  localities. 

Activity  of  Transportation. 

Employment  during  February  in  the 
various  branches  of  the  trades  connected 
with  transport  continued  very  active,  the 
pressure  of  grain  shipments  from  western 
Canada  continuing  with  little  diminu- 
tion. Railway  construction  work  was 
practically  at  a  standstill  for  seasonal  rea- 
sons, though  surveying  parties  in  some 
cases  are  already  at  work  and  the  prospects 
for  a  period  of  particular  activity  are  ex- 
ceptionally bright.  In  British  Columbia, 
for  example,  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company    has  announced  a  programme  of 
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improvement  on  a  scale  that  will  make  the 
total  amount  expended  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  one  million  dollars. 

The  leading  features  of  the  annual  re- 
port of  the  Department  of  Railways  and 
Canals  was  given  to  the  press  during  the 
month.  This  report,  containing,  as  it  does, 
the  statistics  of  all  the  railways  in  the  Do- 
minion, may  to  a  great  extent  be  considered 
an  index  of  the  growth  of  Canada.  The 
following  digest  of  statements  which  it 
contains  are,  therefore,  of  particular"  im- 
portance : — 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June,  1901, 
the  paid-up  capital  of  steam  and  electric 
railways  amounted  to  $1,140,445,269.  The 
gross  earnings  were  $90,152,940,  and  the 
total  working  expenses  $61,146,447,  making 
the  net  earnings  $20,006,493.  In  all  158,- 
361,376  passengers  were  carried,  and  42,642,- 
709  tons  of  freight.  The  number  of  steam 
railways  in  operation,  including  the  gov- 
ernment lines,  was  165.  As  some  of  these 
are  amalgamated  or  leased,  the  actual 
number  of  controlling  lines,  exclusive 
of  the  I.  C.  R.  and  P.  E.  I.  R.,  was  79.  On 
June  30  last  the  completed  steam  railway 
mileage  was  18,868,  an  increase  of  574  miles, 
not  counting  2,829  miles  of  sidings.  The 
number  of  miles  laid  with  steel  track  was 
18,761,  of  which  647  miles  was  double  track. 
The  number  of  miles  of  railway  in  oper- 
ation was  18,714,  of  which  the  C.  P.  R. 
controlled  7,321  miles;  Grand  Trunk,  3,- 
157  -48  miles ;  Intercolonial,  1,333  -94  miles ; 
Canada  Atlantic,  458*60  miles,  and  the 
Canadian  Northern,  1,248*20  miles. 

The  accident  returns  show  a  total  of 
1,328  persons  injured  during  the  year.  Of 
these,  176  were  passengers,  932  employees 
and  220  others.  Three  hundred  and  thirty 
persons  were  killed,  19  being  passengers, 
146  employees  and  165  others.  Forty-two 
passengers,  70  employees  and  32  other  per- 
sons were  injured,  and  five  passengers,  11 
employees  and  five  others  were  killed 
through  jumping  on  or  off  trains  or  engines 
when  in  motion.  Fifty-four  employees  and 
84  other  persons  were  injured,  and  36  em- 
ployees and  106  other  persons  were  killed 
through  being  on  the  track.  Thirteen 
passengers,  156  employees  and  9  others 
were  injured,  and  4  passengers,  21  employ- 
i  ees*  and  5  others  were  killed  through  f  all- 
!  ing  from  oars  or  engines.  Two  em- 
ployees  and  58  other  passengers  were 
i  injured,  and  one  passenger,  one  employee 
and  39  other  persons  were  killed  by  being 


struck  by  engines  or  cars  at  railway  cross- 
ings. The  accidents  due  to  the  work  of 
coupling  cars  numbered  241  (15  '  being 
fatal),  against  290,  363,  335  and  343  in  the 
four  preceding  years. 

Of  electric  railways  there  were,  on 
June  30  last,  558  miles  completed, 
of  which  553  miles  were  laid  with 
steel  rails,  169  miles  being  double 
track.  The  paid-up  capital  amounted 
to  $41,593,063,  of  which  the  municipal 
aid  amounted  to  $173,000  (including  $100,- 
000  subscriptions  to  shares,  and  $40,000 
loans).  The  gross  earnings  aggregated 
$6,486,438,  an  increase  of  $718,155,  and  the 
working  expenses  $3,802,855,  an  increase  of 
$367,692,  leaving  net  earnings  $2,683,583, 
an  increase  of  $350,463.  The  number  of 
passengers  carried  was  137,681,402,  an  in- 
crease of  16,744,746,  and  the  freight  carried 
amounted  to  266,182  tons,  a  decrease  of  21,- 
744  tons.  The  car  mileage  was  35,833,841, 
an  increase  of  4,083,087  miles.  Eight  per- 
sons were  killed.  Power  was  supplied  in 
thirteen  cases  by  water,  and  in  twenty-seven 
cases  by  steam.  Ontario  has  334  miles; 
Quebec,  140;  New  Brunswick,  12;  Mani- 
toba, 13,  and  British  Columbia,  45  miles. 
One  company  has  ceased  operation. 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO  last, 
the  working  expenses  of  the  Intercolonial 
Railway  were  $5,574,563.  The  gross  earn- 
ings were  $5,671,385,  and  the  line  earned  a 
profit  of  $96,822.  The  freight  aggregated 
2,385,816  tons,  and  there  were  2,1%,225 
passengers  carried.  In  1895-6,  the  work- 
ing expenses  were  $3,012,827,  the  gross  earn- 
ings $2,957,640,  and  there  was  a  loss  of  $5.rv 
187.  There  were  only  1,379,618  tons  of 
freight,  and  1,471,866  passengers  carried. 

There  were  3,054  ocean  passengers  land- 
ed at  Halifax  in  the  winter  season  of 
1901-2,  as  compared  with  1,172  in  1900-1. 
Of  the  former  number  1,293  travelled  via 
St.  John  by  the  C.  P.  R.,  and  1,761  travel- 
led by  Intercolonial  to  Montreal. 

Foreign  Trade  Returns. 

The  trade  returns  of  the  Dominion  for 
the  seven  months  ending  January  31,  show 
an  increase  in  the  total  aggregate  foreign 
trade  of  the  Dominion  of  $21,033,256  over 
the  same  time  last  year.  Exclusive  of  coin 
and  bullion,  the  total  trade  for  the  seven 
months  was  $268,719,129,  compared  with 
$247,716,473  last  year.  There  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  duty  collected  of  $2,421,170. 
The  details  for  the  seven  months  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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Imports—  1902.  1903. 

Dutiable  goods $65,888,120    $74,755,777 

Free  goods 44,328,588      45,292,868 

Total $110,211,208  $120,048,645 

Duty $18,134,353    $20,555,325 

Exports — 

Domestic $126,837,494  $140,642,665 

Foreign 10,667,271        8,028,419 

Total = $137,504,765  $148,671,084 

The  imports  for  January  show  an  in- 
crease of  about  two  millions,  and  the  ex- 
ports over  two  millions. 

Canadian  Revenue. 

Canada's  revenue  for  the  seven  months 
ending  January  31,  reached  the  total  of 
$36,447,132,  being  $9,762,726  in  excess  of  the 
ordinary  expenditure  and  $4,515,973  more 
than  ordinary  and  capital  expenditure  com- 
bined. The  country's  financial  position  is 
better  by  nearly  six  millions  than  it  was  at 
the  end  of  January,  1902,  there  having  been 
an  increase  of  $3,901,646  in  the  receipts  for 
the  past  seven  months,  and  a  reduction  in 
the  capital  expenditure  of  $2,268,598.  As 
against  this  the  ordinary  expenditure  has 
been  augmented  by  only  $412,000.  The  in- 
creases in  the  national  receipts  consist  of 
the  following  : — Customs,  $2,467,506  ;  ex- 
cise, $359,489;  post  office,  $528,622;  public 
works,  $489,216  ;    miscellaneous,  $256,814. 

Domestic  Trade  during  the  Month. 

Domestic  trade  was  active  throughout 
Canada  in  February,  considering  the  sea- 
son of  the  year.  Heavy  snowfalls  affected 
collections  adversely  in  some  localities, 
though  on  a  whole  payments  were  well  met. 
Large  orders  from  retailers  for  the  spring 
season  were  received  in  the  various  whole- 
sale centres  and  prospects  generally  were 
very  favourable.  Instability  of  values  fur- 
nished an  adverse  influence  in  the  dry  goods 
trade,  and  jobbers,  in  consequence,  found 
it  difficult  to  get  orders  accepted  by  manu- 
facturers, for  deliveries  in  time  for  the 
spring  and  early  summer  trade.  As  a  rule, 
however,  retailers  in  the  more  important 
trade  centres  had  anticipated  these  condi- 
tions and  no  serious  inconvenience  was  ex- 
perienced. 


Immigration  Prospects. 

Though  the  active  season,  from  the 
standpoint  of  immigration,  has  not  yet 
opened,  the  past  month  has  been  one 
of  very  considerable  importance,  in  view 
of  the  extensive  preparations  that  have 
been  made  to  secure  and  handle  the 
large  influx  of  settlers  expected  to  arrive 
in  Canada  during  the  coming  spring.  Evi- 
dence has  been  forthcoming  to  the  effect 
that  the  attention  of  the  older  countries  has 
been  directed  as  never  before  to  Western 
Canada  as  a  field  for  settlement.  Early 
ir;  the  month  the  Deputy  Minister  of  the 
Interior  left  for  England  to  carry  out  the 
immigration  plan  arranged  by  the  depart- 
ment under  which  some  forty  or  fifty  farm- 
ers were  taken  over  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  personal  testimony  as  to  the  agri- 
cultural resources  of  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories.  The  Dominion 
Commissioner  of  Immigration  also  reports 
prospects  very  good  for  an  extensive  spring 
movement,  the  inflow  from  the  Western 
States  of  the  United  States  during  the  past 
season  having  offered  convincing  testimony 
to  intending  immigrants  from  the  Bri- 
tish Islands  of  the  suitability  of  the  Cana- 
dian west  as  a  field  for  settlement.  Ar- 
rangements for  the  reception  of  the  Bri- 
tish immigrants  who  are  to  come  to  Canada 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barr 
were,  at  the  close  of  the  month,  taking  de- 
finite shape,  the  entrance  fee  for  upwards  of 
two  thousand  homesteads  having  already 
been  paid  and  the  allotment  of  forty  more 
townships  having  been  requested.  In  view 
of  the  very  desirable  class  of  colonists 
which  will  be  inrtoduced  under  this  plan, 
the  arrangement  is  one  that  commends  it- 
self generally. 

A  recent  statement  shows  the  arrivals  of 
immigrants  during  the  calendar  year  of  1902 
to  have  reached  a  total  of  84,035,  of  which 
number  32,880  were  from  the  United  States, 
20,794  from  the  British  Islands  and  30,361 
from  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  is  con- 
fidently expected  that  the  returns  for  the 
present  year  will  reach  the  100,000  mark. 
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The  Quebec  Colonization  Commission 
was  re-constituted  during  February  and  is 
now  complete.  In  Ontario  an  increase  of 
about  50  per  cent  in  the  number  of  home- 
steads taken  up  in  New  Ontario  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  is  reported, 
the  figures  estimated  not  including  squat- 
ters on  unoccupied  government  land.  Var- 
ious projects  to  forward  the  settlement  of 
the  Bulkley  Valley,  in  British  Columbia, 
were  discussed  during  the  month. 

Bepresentatives  of  the  provincial  govern- 
ment of  British  Columbia  held  a  conference 
with  members  of  the  Dominion  Cabinet 
during  February  in  relation  to  the  subject 
of  the  exclusion  of  Chinese  and  Japanese. 
A  restriction  law  on  the  lines  of  the  Natal 
Act,  and  a  provision  granting  the  provinces 
seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  poll-tax  col- 
lected was  requested. 

Scarcity  of  Farm  Labour. 

Closely  associated  with  the  immigration 
movement  is  the  question  of  the  scarcity  of 
rural  labourers  which  is  being  experienced 
with  special  intensity  in  the  older  sections 
of  the  province  of  Ontario.  This  has  al- 
ready been  the  cause  of  much  inconve- 
nience and  the  prospects  for  the  future  are 
that  unless  steps  be  taken  for  its  alle- 
viation a  much  more  serious  embarrass- 
ment will  be  felt  during  the  coming  season. 
Two  deputations  waited  upon  the  provin- 
cial government  during  the  past  month  to 
press  the  urgency  of  the  need  of  action  in 
directing  immigration  to  more  thickly  po- 
pulated parts  of  Ontario.  One  of  these  con- 
sisted of  delegates  representing  the  county 
councils  of  York,  Ontario  and  Simcoe  coun- 
ties. To  these  the  commencement  of  an 
active  propaganda  in  Great  Britain  was 
promised  on  the  part  of  the  Ontario  govern- 
ment to  secure  farm  help.  Estimates  of 
the  number  of  labourers  needed  in  this  con- 
nection ranged  from  ten  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand. The  committee  on  agriculture  of  the 
Dominion  Grange  have  also  addressed  the 
Ontario  legislature  on  the  subject,  the  re- 
commendation being  made  that  conditions 
of  employment  for  married  men  and  their 


families  on  farms  in  Ontario  be  made  more 
generally  attractive.  Still  further  in- 
creases in  the  rates  of  wages  are  also  re- 
commended. The  demand  for  labour  is 
particularly  keen  in  sections  of  the  pro- 
vince affected  by  the  various  beet  sugar 
manufactories  recently  established. 

Conditions  in  Western  Canada. 

Throughout  the  North-west  Territories 
the  marketing  of  the  grain  crop  still  af- 
fords considerable  employment.  The  grow- 
ing importance  of  this  section  of  the  Do- 
minion, as  a  market  for  domestic  products, 
was  much  discussed  during  the  month,  as 
was  also  the  question  of  freight  rates  in 
relation  thereto  as  well  as  in  its  bearing 
on  the  prices  of  grains. 

Beports  received  from  Dawson  show  a 
considerable  increase  in  mining,  it  being 
estimated  that  over  twenty  per  cent  more 
work  is  being  done  this  winter  than  last. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

The  first  mid-winter  exhibition  of  the 
Eastern  Ontario  Live  Stock  and  Foultry 
Association  was  opened  at  Ottawa  on  Feb- 
ruary 10,  with  nearly  twelve  hundred  en- 
tries. 

The  National  Trades  and  Labour  Con- 
gress of  Canada  issued  an  address  to  or- 
ganized labour  in  Canada  to  join  with  it  in 
advancing  the  interest  of  Canadian  labour, 
'  by  sustaining  the  rewards  of  industry  and 
all  that  is  therein  implied.' 

A  prosecution  against  the  Ontario  Beet 
Sugar  company,  at  Berlin,  for  working  on 
Sunday  was  begun  by  the  Lord's  Day  Al- 
liance. After  preliminary  arguments  the 
case  was  adjourned  until  such  time  as  ex- 
pert evidence  as  to  the  necessity  of  the 
work  can  be  completely  presented. 

An  important  mining  convention,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  British  Col- 
umbia Mining  Association,  was  held  at 
Victoria,  B.C.,  on  February  26  and  con- 
tinued into  the  month  of  March.  A  full 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  important 
convention  will  appear  in  the  next  issue  of 
the  Gazette. 
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The  completion  of  negotiations  by  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  the 
purchase  of  an  Atlantic  fleet  was  announc- 
ed, fourteen  vessels  belonging  to  the  Elder- 
Dempster  Company  having  passed  into  the 
hands  of  the  company.  The  service  will  be 
both  passenger  and  freight,  and  the  tran- 
saction was  completed  without  regard  to  the 
question  of  a  government  subsidy. 

A  deputation  representing  manufactur- 
ers, merchants,  farmers  and  fruit-growers 
held  an  interview  with  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment on  February  11  and  presented  ar- 
guments favouring  the  establishment  of  a 
railway  commission  in  Canada.  Efficient 
control  was  requested  of  all  freight  and  ex- 
press rates,  the  prevention  of  discrimina- 
tion between  shippers  and  the  remedying  of 
other  existing  grievances. 

A  meeting  of  the  executive  council  of  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada 
was  held  in  Montreal.  Progress  in  organi- 
zation during  the  past  few  months  was  re- 
ported and  the  question  of  sending  delega- 
tions to  interview  the  provincial  legislature 
and  the  Dominion  government  in  reference 
to  the  abolition  of  child  labour,  free  schools 
and  other  legislation,  was  considered.  It 
was  also  decided  to  demand  that  the  law  re- 
garding the  inspection  of  the  books  of 
trades  unions  that  pay  sick  and  death  bene- 
fits be  amended. 

The  subject  of  technical  education  and 
manual  training  received  considerable  at- 
tention during  the  month.  Grants  by  the 
legislature  of  Ontario  for  technical  educa- 
tion during  the  present  year  will  amount 
to  twenty  thousand  dollars,  which  is  five 
thousand  dollars  more  than  was  granted 
last  year.  The  movement  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  technical  school  in  Montreal 
is  going  forward,  and  meetings  were  held 
during  February  at  which  organization 
was  projected  for  the  carrying  out  of  the 
work.  Quebec,  Hamilton,  Brantford,  and 
Vancouver  may  be  named  as  points  at 
which  the  manual  training  movement 
showed  particular  activity. 


The  most  important  system  for  the  trans- 
mission of  electrical  power,  with  respect  to 
distance  and  amount  of  voltage  combined 
in  Canada,  was  first  successfully  oper- 
ated on  February  7,  when  the  plant 
erected  to  transmit  a  maximum  of  eight 
thousand  horse-power  from  Shawenegan 
Falls,  on  the  St.  Maurice  river,  to  the  city 
of  Montreal,  eighty-four  miles  distant,  went 
into  operation.  The  plant,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  ultimately  extended  until  an 
amount  of  thirty  thousand  horse-power 
will  be  available.  The  successful  conclu- 
sion of  the  scheme  and  the  economy  which 
it  guarantees  to  manufactures  dependent 
upon  electrical  power  will,  it  is  expected, 
impart  a  decided  impetus  to  hydro-elec- 
trical power  transmission  operations 
throughout  the  country. 

A  deputation  of  representatives  of  vari- 
ous towns  and  cities  in  the  Dominion  wait- 
ed upon  the  Minister  of  Justice  on  Febru- 
ary 5  in  regard  to  the  telephone  legislation 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  introduced  dur- 
ing the  coming  session  of  parliament.  The 
meeting  was  the  result  of  a  resolution 
adopted  by  the  Union  of  Canadian  Munici- 
palities at  a  convention  held  in  Montreal  in 
September  last,  whereby  the  executive  com- 
mittee was  authorized  to  secure,  if  possible, 
m  the  drafting  of  the  forthcoming  goven- 
ment  bill  provisions  giving  municipalities 
control  of  their  streets  and  of  all  local 
franchises  in  connection  with  the  telephone 
business,  while  recommending  government 
control  of  all  long  distance  connections, 
rates,  and  class  of  instrument  and  service. 
The  different  views  of  the  municipalities 
were  presented  to  the  Minister,  who,  while 
expressing  the  opinion  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble that  the  streets  of  a  municipality  should 
be  under  other  control  than  that  of  the  gov- 
erning power  of  the  municipality,  thought 
that  some  regard  should  be  taken  of  vested 
interests.  Careful  consideration  of  the  ar- 
guments advanced  by  the  delegation  and  an 
early  reply  thereto  was  promised. 
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II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


Mr.  K.  D.  Milliken  was  appointed  a  cor- 
respondent of  the  Labour  Gazette  during 
the  month  of  February,  for  the  city  of 
Calgary,  N.W.T.,  and  District. 

HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

February  has  not  produced  much  change 
from  that  of  the  previous  month,  the  build- 
ing trades  being  quiet.  The  season  is  back- 
ward, and  the  weather  has  been  both  severe 
and  uncertain.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
month  there  has  been  a  promising  change, 
and  it  is  now  felt  that  a  reasonably  early 
start  will  be  made  in  general  outdoor 
work.  Painters  are  enjoying  a  season  of 
activity,  while  longshoremen  have  been 
quite  busy.  The  activity  in  commercial 
circles  continues,  and  the  wholesale  and 
retail  trades  have  enjoyed  a  fairly  prosper- 
ous month.  The  Trades  and  Labour  Coun- 
cil has  approved  of  a  bill  presented  for  its 
consideration,  which  is  to  be  introduced  in 
the  local  legislature  at  its  present  session, 
entitled  l  A  Conciliation  Act ',  or  an  '  Act 
to  make  better  provision  for  the  prevention 
and  settlement  of  trades  disputes/  It  is 
similar  to  the  Act  at  present  in  operation 
in  Great  Britain.  An  important  confer- 
ence of  coal  mine  managers  at  Halifax  was 
held  early  in  the  month. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  -fishing  industry  has  been  fairly  good 
for  the  season,  but  very  severe  weather  has 
made  continuous  employment  almost  im- 
possible. The  lumbering,  manufacturing , 
and  mining  industries  have  been  about 
normal. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades, — Bricklayers  and 
masons  are  finding  work  slack.  Carpenters 
and  joiners  are  fairly  busy.  Lathers  and 
plasterers  are  not  fully  employed.  Plumb- 
ers are  busy,  and  stone  cutters  are  fairly 
employed,  with  builders'  labourers  some- 
what quiet. 


Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  branches  of  labour  are  still 
fairly  busy.  Iron  moulders,  machinists, 
electrical  workers  and  horseshoers,  are  en- 
joying a  very  active  season. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades, — 
These  trades  are  fairly  employed,  and  have 
had  a  good  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
continue  to  be  very  busy,  and  have  had  an 
excellent  month.  Pressmen,  too,  have 
been  very  busily  employed. 

Transport. — Transportation  companies 
continue  to  enjoy  an  active  season,  in 
which  all  branches  of  this  industry  have 
shared. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  demand  for  this 
class  of  labour   is  about  normal. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Windsor. — The  following  resolution  was 
passed,  February  6,  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Farmers'  Association  : — 

Whereas,  the  Nova  Scotia  Farmers'  Associa- 
tion, composed  of  delegates  from  agricultural 
societies  throughout  the  various  counties  of 
Nova  Scotia,  asked  the  Nova  Scotia  government 
four  years  ago  to  federate  the  school  of  horti- 
culture and  agriculture  in  Nova  Scotia,  to  estab- 
lish a  college,  combining  these  two  lines  of 
agricultural  work,  and  have  twice  since  endors- 
ed this  policy. 

Resolved,  that  we  ask  the  government,  for  the 
fourth  time,  to  establish  such  an  institution,  and 
equip  it  in  a  first  class  manner,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  students  from  Nova  Scotia,  and  any 
of  the  maritime  provinces  which  will  co-operate 
with  Nova  Scotia; 

And  resolved,  that  a  delegation  of  ten  be  ap- 
pointed to  urge  the  government  to  accede  to 
this  petition,  and  to  carry  out  the  policy  to 
which  they  are  pledged  in  this  regard. 

CHAKLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing February  was  practically  the  same  as 
in  January,  the  supply  exceeding  the 
demand.  The  unusual  severity  of  th*j  wea- 
ther caused  a  serious  interruption  of  trans- 
portation,  one   steamer  being  detained   in 
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the  ice  all  the  month,  and  nineteen  days  cf 
the  preceding  month,  and  another  for 
nearly  two  weeks.  As  a  result  large  quan- 
tities of  inward  and  outward  freight  accu- 
mulated on  the  mainland  and  on  the  island, 
much  against  the  interests  of  business  men, 
shippers  and  longshoremen.  In  some  cases 
the  output  of  factories  was  decreased  owing 
to  shortage  of  stock  and  uncertainty  of 
transportation.  These  conditions  also  af- 
fected commercial  activity.  Bankers,  busi- 
ness men,  wholesale  and  retail,  report  an 
unprecedented  dullness  in  trade,  owing  to 
the  stoppage  of  transportation.  In  fact, 
the  whole  industrial  machinery  has  been 
affected.  At  the  latter  part  of  the  month 
there  were  about  200  car-loads  of  freight 
on  the  island,  including  perishable  food 
stuff,  about  which  the  shippers  were  very 
anxious  lest  a  rise  of  temperature  might 
cause  serious  deterioration.  The  plans  of 
a  new  market  house  for  Charlottetown,  to 
cost  $40,000,  were  appoved  by  the  council, 
and  wqrk  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
material  can  be  got  on  the  ground.  It  is 
the  intention  to  employ  local  labour  only. 
The  harmonious  relations  between  employ- 
.  ers  and  employees  prevailing  during  Janu- 
ary continued  in  February. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

February  has  been  a  quiet  month  on 
farms,  the  feeding  and  care  of  stock,  and 
the  hauling  of  wood  being  tlis  principal 
occupations.  The  deep  snow  in  the  woods 
has  interfered  with  the  getting  out  of  fire 
wood.  Smelt  -fishing  has  been  fair,  but 
would  have  been  prosecuted  more  vigor- 
ously had  communications  with  markets 
been  better.  A  small  force  of  men  were 
working  on  the  Murray  Harbour  Branch 
Railway  during  a  part  of  February. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  joiners 
have  been  fairly  busy.  Plumbers  were 
fairly  well  employed.  Builders'  labourers 
had  a  dull  month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,   and  iron  workers 


and  helpers  were  fairly  busy.    Blacksmiths 
about  the  same. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Car  builders  and  coopers  were  fairly  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
bookbinders  were  fairly  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  found  Febru- 
ary a  duller  month  than  January,  bad  roads 
interfering  with  city  trade.  Boot  and  shoe 
workers  were  fairly  well  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  and  butchers  were  fairly 
busy. 

Leather  trades. — Tanner3  report  having 
had  a  dull  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  were  fairly  busy. 
Hotel  employees  have  had  a  dull  month. 
Laundry  workers  report  business  fair. 

Transport. — Freight  handlers  and  long- 
shoremen have  had  a  dull  month.  Team- 
sters and  expressmen  are  also  experiencing 
dull  times. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  was  very  little 
demand  for  unskilled  labour. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  correspondent,  reports 
ac  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Notwithstanding  the  severe  weather 
during  February  the  labour  ,  market 
continued  active.  Carpenters  and  paint- 
ers were  well  employed  for  the  sea- 
son of  the  year,  and  business  gen- 
erally had  an  active  tendency.  The  pros- 
pects are  encouraging  for  prosperity  in  the 
building  lines  next  summer.  The  Street 
Railway  Company  will  spend  about  $25,000 
in  improvements  on  its  power-house  and 
in  extension  of  its  lines.  The  Dominion 
Coal  Company  will  expend  fully  $100,000 
on  a  modern  coal-handling  plant  and  in 
repairs  to  the  Robertson  wharf  ;  the  Inter- 
colonial Railway  will  spend  nearly  $100,000 
on  its  new  round-house  ;  the  Anglo-Cana- 
dian Cold  Storage  Corporation,  of  London, 
intends  to  construct  a  large  building  at  St. 
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John  West,  the  estimated  cost  of  which 
will  be  $100,000  ;  and  other  buildings  pro- 
jected will  cost  in  the  vicinity  of  $100,000. 
The  business  of  the  winter  port  is  increas- 
ing rapidly,  the  Lake  Erie  on  her  last  trip 
taking  out  a  cargo  valued  at  about  $200,000. 
Among  the  Canadian  exports  were :  Wheat, 
$41,116  ;  flour,  $14,585  ;  cattle,  $29,760  ; 
cheese,  $24,467;  the  value  of  American 
goods  was  $43,644.  Bank  earnings  for 
February  were  $3,335,069  ;  for  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  last  year  they  were 
$2,915,838,  being  $720,268  less  than  Janu- 
ary, and  $419,231  in  excess  of  the  same 
period  in  1902.  On  February  3  some  car- 
penters employed  on  the  ss.  Pharsalia 
struck  for  an  increase  of  pay  form  20  to  25 
cents  per  hour,  and  the  advance  was 
granted. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  fishing  industry  is  dull,  and  fish  are 
scarce.  The  retail  prices  remain  the  same 
as  last  month  ;  but  a  few  gaspereaux  have 
been  caught,  and  retail  at  six  cents  each. 

It  is  reported  that  the  lumber  cut  will 
be  20  per  cent  less  than  was  at  first  esti- 
mated, because  of  the  heavy  snow. 

A  new  company  is  being  organized  to  ac- 
quire and  work  the  Crawford  coal  mine  at 
Newcastle,  Queen's  county.  The  stock  will 
be  $70,000. 


ma- 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and 
sons  report  work  dull.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  are  well  employed.  Painters  and 
decorators  report  business  improving  as  the 
spring  approaches.  Plumbers  are  busy,  the 
cold  weather  improving  their  trade.  Build- 
ers' labourers  say  that  work  is  fair. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
Trades. — Iron  moulders  report  business 
good.  Boilermakers  remain  active.  Horse- 
shoers  find  work  brisk. 

WoodiuorJcing  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  continue  very  actice,  but 
shingle  weavers  are  nearly  all  idle  in  con- 
sequence of  the  mills  being  closed  down  for 
the  winter. 


Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  have  been  very  busy,  and  book- 
binders also  report  business  as  being  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Ice-cut- 
ters and  drivers  have  been  busy,  and  large 
quantities  of  ice  have  been  harvested. 
Cigarmakers  continue  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Broommakers  and  brush- 
makers  are  rushing  business  to  fill  the 
spring  orders.  Bartenders  report  all  em- 
ployed. 

Transport. — Freight  handlers  and  track- 
men report  work  plentiful.  Street  railway 
employees  are  all  steadily  employed.  Team- 
sters are  busy,  and  ship  labourers  report 
work  fair. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
readily  finds  employment. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Coldbrook. — J.  &  L.  B.  Mayer  have  pur- 
chased the  Coldbrook  Excelsior  mill,  and 
will  commence  at  once  the  manufacture  of 
coarse  and  fine  excelsior.  This  firm  also 
intends  to  erect  a  foundary  in  the  spring. 

Hampton. — Flew  welling  Company's  mills 
at  this  village  were  totally  destroyed  by  fire 
on  the  morning  of  February  6,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  hands  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment. The  saw-mill,  grist-mill,  box 
factory,  shingle-mill,  and  all  their  contents, 
are  a  total  loss.  The  insurance  was  $24,- 
750,  and  the  prospects  are  that  the  works 
will  be  rebuilt. 

Moncton. — A  number  of  the  employees  in 
the  store,  No.  1,  Intercolonial  Railway, 
have  had  their  wages  increased  from  $1.20 
per  day  to  $35  per  month.  A  lodge  of  the 
order  of  Railway  Clerks  was  organized  on 
February  7,  with  19  members. 

Fredericton. — The  Clark  Carriage  and 
Farm  Implement  Manufacturing  Company 
is  about  making  alterations  in  the  King 
house,  on  Germain  street,  with  a  view  of 
remodelling  the  building  and  turning  it 
into  a  show-room  ;  the  company  will  also 
eiect  a  brick  warehouse.  The  People's 
Light  and  Power  Company  is  applying  for 
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incorporation.  It  purposes  to  supply  elec- 
tric light  and  power  to  the  city  suburbs. 
The  capital  stock  is  $80,000. 

Rothesay. — The  Rothesay  Water  and  Im- 
provement Company  has  asked  for  tenders 
for  digging  the  trench  for  the  laying  of 
pipes  for  the  company's  system.  The 
trench  will  be  one  and  a  half  miles  long. 

Sachville. — In  the  spring  the  Enterprise 
Foundry  Company  proposes  erecting  a  two- 
story  building  90  x  36,  and  another  50  x 
36.  The  power  will  be  increased  by  new 
and  larger  engines,  and  electric  light  will 
be  put  in.  These  improvements  will  cost 
about  $6,000. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J.  Jobin  and  Edward  Little, 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  in  general  was  better  employed 
in  February  than  in  the  previous  month. 
Though  the  heavy  snow  storms  of  the 
month  put  a  stop  at  intervals  to  work  in 
the  out-door  trades,  this  was  more  than 
counterbalanced  by  the  increased  demand 
created  for  general  labourers  at  snow  clean- 
ing and  carting.  The  installation  of  ma- 
chinery in  the  new  rifle  factory  is  nearly 
completed  and  it  is  expected  that  opera- 
tions will  be  begun  within  a  few  weeks,  the 
company  having  already  advertised  for  200 
men  and  boys.  A  strike  of  48  hands  em- 
ployed in  the  shoe  factory  of  Goulet  & 
Garant  occurred  during  the  month,  and 
was  referred  to  the  Board  of  Conciliation 
for  settlement,  the  manufacturers,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  agreement  arrived  at 
with  His  Grace  Archbishop  Begin  last 
year,  having  appointed  Mr.  Ludovic  Gre- 
nier,  Clerk  of  the  Peace,  for  the  district, 
as  their  representative,  and  Mr.  F.  X.  Boi- 
leau,  an  employee  in  the  civil  service,  being 
chosen  as  the  representative  of  the  unions. 
The  two  conciliators  met  on  the  26th  of  the 
month  and  again  on  the  27th,  but  failed  to 
agree  upon  the  third  arbitrator.  An  appeal 
was  therefore  made  to  the  chief  justice  to 
appoint  one.  The  cause  of  the  strike  was 
the  employment  of  a  boy  on  a  machine  in- 


stead of  a  member  of  the  union.  A  note- 
able  feature  of  the  month  has  been  the 
general  tendency  to  a  rise  in  rentals  of 
from  10  to  20  per  cent  owing  to  the  scarcity 
of  houses. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  been  busy  hauling  in  wood 
which  found  ready  sale  at  good  prices. 

On  the  railways  running  into  Quebec 
the  month  was  a  busy  one,  with  crews  work- 
ing overtime  keeping  the  tracks  clear  of 
snow  and  handling  the  heavy  volume  of 
traffic. 

The  firm  of  Holt,  Renfrew  &  Go.,  hatters 
and  furriers,  granted  a  bonus  of  one  week's 
salary  to  their  employees  during  the  month, 
owing  to  the  firm  desiring  their  men  to 
share  in  the  exceptional  prosperity  of  the 
year  just  closed.  Over  150  hands  bene- 
fited by  the  action  of  the  firm. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades, — The  month  was  on  the 
whole  a  dull  one  for  all  branches  of  these 
trades. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades, — In  the  iron  working  trades  the  re- 
fitting of  tugs,  boats,  &c,  for  the  coming 
season  caused  considerable  activity.  Boil- 
ermakers, moulders,  machinists  and  iron 
ship  repairers  benefited  by  the  resumption 
of  work.  A  number  of  the  strikers  at  Ter- 
reau  &  Racine's  have  left  the  city. 

Printing  trades, — Printers  and  pressmen 
report  all  men  working. 

Clothing  trades, — Boot  and  shoe  workers 
report  a  fair  month's  work  with  few  idle 
men,  though  conditions  are  not  on  the 
whole  as  active  as  during  December  and 
January. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The 
snow  fall  retarded  the  harvesting  of  ice 
during  the  month,  but  ice  cutters  and 
drivers  have  been  busy.  Cigarmakers  re- 
port plenty  of  work. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
report  a  fair  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  good 
month's  business. 
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SHERBROOKE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logic,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  during  the  month  of 
February  was  about  the  same  as  in  the  pre- 
vious month.  While  the  building  trades 
have  not  done  much  during  the  month,  and 
the  sash  and  door  factories  have  been 
quiet,  other  industrial  concerns  have  been 
busy.  This  is  especially  the  case  in  the 
machine  shops.  The  Jencks  Machine  Co., 
and  the  Canadian  Rand  Drill  Co.  have 
night  gangs  working  steadily  to  keep 
abreast  of  the  orders.  Unskilled  labour 
has  been  in  good  demand,  and  there  has 
been  no  difficulty  for  this  class  to  secure 
work.  The  various  mills  are  running  full 
time,  and  the  Dominion  Brussels  Carpet 
Co.  have  issued  a  statement  that  they  are 
about  to  greatly  extend  their  works,  one  of 
the  English  directors  being  now  in  the 
country  with  a  view  to  bringing  this  exten- 
sion about.  Merchants  report  business  very 
good  for  the  time  of  the  year. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Lumber  companies  are  getting  well  ad- 
vanced with  their  work,  but  many  complain 
of  the  extreme  depth  of  snow  in  the  woods. 
Several  of  the  camps  expect  to  break  up 
about  the  middle  of  March. 

Manufacturers  report  business  very  good, 
and  both  the  large  mills  here  are  well  filled 
with  orders. 

Mining  is  practically  at  a  standstill  at 
Thetford  and  Black  Lake,  the  quantity  of 
snow  which  has  fallen  during  the  month 
having  put  a  stop  to  all  outside  work. 

The  new  pulp  and  paper  machinery  com- 
pany, which  has  established  a  branch  of  its 
Pittsburg,  Mass.,  works  here,  expects  to  be 
in  running  order  shortly,  and  the  machinery 
is  now  being  placed  in  position. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  been  at  a  standstill  during  the 


month  owing  to  the  inclement  weather. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  say  that  work  is 
fairly  plentiful,  but  they  have  been  kept 
back  in  a  large  contract  owing  to  the  de- 
struction of  a  kiln,  which  was  filled  with 
lumber  to  be  used  in  the  new  Magog  hotel. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  find  steady  work. 
Plumbers  report  business  very  good. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  trades  are  very  busy,  mould- 
ers being  fully  employed.  Machinists  are 
also  very  busy,  and  overtime  is  the  rule  in 
all  the  shops. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  in  the  sash  and  door  factories 
have  been  slack.  In  one  large  establish- 
ment they  have  been  working  three-quarter 
time  for  three  weeks  past,  but  they  expect 
to  go  back  to  full  time  in  a  week  or  two. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trade  has  been  very  good  during  the  month. 

•  Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  are  well 
employed,  and  there  has  been  a  demand  for 
good  men.  The  wholesale  houses  also  re- 
port business  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  well  employed.  Cigar- 
makers  have  had  a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Unskilled  labour  has 
been  in  good  demand.  The  various  railway 
companies  and  the  corporation  employed 
large  numbers  to  remove  the  snow  from  the 
tracks  and  streets. 

THREE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  sr.,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  month  of  February  the  la- 
bour market  in  this  city  was  somewhat  dull, 
a  temporary  slackness  in  general  trade  hav- 
ing been  experienced,  and  it  is  probable 
that  this  condition  may  continue  during 
part  of  the  month  of  March.  Great  pre- 
parations are  being  made  at  the  harbour 
for  the  opening  of  navigation.  Steamboats 
and    sailing   vessels    having    their    winter 
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quarters  in  the  River  St.  Maurice,  are  al- 
ready undergoing  the  necessary  repairs  for 
spring  navigation.  This  is  giving  em- 
ployment to  a  number  of  ship  carpenters 
and  others.  From  all  appearances,  sailing 
vessels  will  be  more  employed  than  in  pre- 
vious years,  and  freight  trade  better  de- 
veloped in  that  line.  Ocean  steamers,  from 
present  indications,  will  be  kept  exception- 
ally active  in  transporting  freight  from 
here,  which  will  considerably  augment  and 
stimulate  commerce  at  this  port.  A  great 
quantity  of  pulp,  at  present  warehoused  and 
lumber  piled  in  the  yards  will  be  shipped 
from  here,  and  is  awaiting  the  first  steam- 
ers to  load  for  foreign  ports.  The  barbers 
of  this  city  held  a  meeting  last  week  and 
decided  to  increase  their  tariff  from  5  to  7 
cents  for  shaving,  and  hair-cutting  from 
10  to  15  cents.  Banks,  report  a  dull  month. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Potatoes  are  selling  here  at  TO  cents  a 
bushel,  and  from  90  cents  to  $1  per  bag. 
Oats  are  selling  at  42£  cents  a  bushel,  of 
3-4  pounds.  Hay,  timothy,  is  $6  per  ton, 
and  clover,  $5  per  ton  of  1,500  lbs. 

Tommy-cods  are  selling  at  from  $1.25 
per  bushel  to  $2.25  per  bag  of  2  bushels. 

There  will  be  at  least  10  per  cent  more 
logs  cut  this  season  than  last.  The 
shantymen  will  have  completed  their  work 
by  the  25th  of  March,  or  thereabout. 
There  are  about  6,500  men  employed  cutting 
logs  on  the  St.  Maurice  river  and  its  tri- 
butaries, that  is  with  jobbers  and  their  men 
included.  The  following  firms  are  engaged 
cutting  logs.  The  St.  Maurice  Lumber  Com- 
pany, of  Three  Rivers  ;  the  Laurentide 
Pulp  Company,  Grand  Mere;  F.  F.  Farmer, 
Three  Rivers;  the  Belgo  Canadian  Pulp 
Company,  Shawenegan  Falls  ;  Alex. 
Baptist,  Three  Rivers;  the  St.  Maurice 
Lumber  Co.,  Batiscan  ;  the  Union  Bag 
and  Paper  Co.,  Three  Rivers  ;  Price  Bros. 
Co.,  Batiscan;  the  Tourville  Lumber  Co., 
Louiseville;  and  Messrs.  Whitehead  & 
Turzer5  Riviere  a  Pierre. 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  join- 
ers report  business  good  for  the  season. 
Plumbers  find  trade  dull.  Stone  cutters 
are  fully  employed. 

Metal,  and  engineering  trades. — Black- 
smiths report  business  quiet. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Varnishers,  polishers,  and  carriage  and 
wagon  makers  have  plenty  of  work,  and 
report  business  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
not  fully  employed.  Bookbinders,  report 
business  better  than  last  month.  Photo- 
engravers  are  actively  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Garment  workers  are 
experiencing  a  shortage  of  work.  Glove 
makers,  and  boot  and  shoe  workers  are 
fully  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Ice  cut- 
ters have  had  a  pretty  good  month's  work. 
Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  are  not 
very  busy. 

Leather  trades, — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  report  work  fairly  satisfactory  for 
the  season  of  the  year. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Barbers  have  found 
trade  excellent  during  the  month.  Business 
for  hotel,  restaurant  and  theatre  employees 
has  been  very  dull. 

ST.  HYACINTHE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports   as   follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing February  has  been  favourable  for  al- 
most all  classes  of  labour.  At  the  present 
time  there  is  no  demand  for  labour,  except 
in  the  E.  T.  Corset  Company,  were  twenty- 
five  seamstresses  are  required  to  work  upon 
corsets  and  underclothing.  Activity  has 
been  most  evident  in  the  tanning  industry, 
tanners  and  curriers  being  obliged  to  work 
extra  hours  at  night.     Itfo  changes  have  oc- 
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curred  during  the  month  in  the  rates  of 
wages  or  hours  of  labour.  The  employees 
of  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway  have  not 
yet  resumed  work,  owing  to  the  fact  that 
the  said  company  has  not  yet  paid  them 
the  wages  that  are  due. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  marketed  a  large  quantity 
of  firewood  during  the  month  at  good 
prices.  Factories  in  general  have  had  a 
busy  month. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  have  had 
a  good  month,  as  have  also  plumbers  and 
steamfitters. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  different  branches  of  this 
group  of  trades  the  workers  have  had  a 
satisfactory  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworkers  and  furniture  makers 
have  had  a  fair  month,  as  have  also  the 
carriagemakers. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  work- 
men in  these  crafts  have  been  very  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Boot  and  shoe  workers 
report  a  good  month,  having  had  to  make 
overtime. 

Food  and  tooacco  preparation. — Ice  cut- 
ters and  drivers  have  had  plenty  of  work,  as 
well  as  cigarmakers. 

Miscellaneous. — Delivery  employees  have 
had  two  very  busy  months.  Hotel  and  res- 
taurant keepers  have  done  a  good  business. 
The  Canadian  laundry  has  also  plenty  or- 
ders. 

Transport. — All  those  engaged  in  this 
line  have  been  very  busy,  with  the  exception 
of  the  employees  of  the  Quebec  Southern 
Railway. 

MONTREAL,  QUE,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  8.  Fitzpatrick,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The    conditions    of   the    labour    market 

show  very  little  change  since  last  month. 
21 


Business  generally  with  the  city  merchants 
is  reported  good.  The  metal  trades  con- 
tinue active,  and  all  local  factories  are  busy. 
The  building  trades  are  slack  at  present, 
but  the  prospects  are  bright  for  a  very 
brisk  season  as  it  is  estimated  that  over 
five  million  dollars  will  be  expended  during 
the  year  in  building  operations.  Contrac- 
tors and  builders  in  the  city  are  organizing 
into  a  protective  association.  Bricklayers, 
masons,  carpenters,  joiners,  roofers,  and 
every  class  of  artisans  engaged  in  the  build- 
ing trade,  are  organizing  and  strengthing 
existing  organizations.  Contractors  refuse 
to  sign  any  contract  for  new  work  in  which 
a  strike  clause  is  not  embodied.  The  be- 
ginning of  May,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority of  people  engaged  in  the  building 
trade  in  Montreal,  will  be  marked  either  by 
record  breaking  activity,  or  by  one  of  the 
largest  interruptions  to  industry  that  the 
city  has  experienced.  Everything  depends 
upon  the  agreements  which  may  be  reached 
between  the  contractors  and  the  men  be- 
tween now  and  the  first  of  May. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  report  that 
trade  has  been  fair  for  this  time  of  the 
year.  They  have  decided  to  make  demand 
for  an  increase  of  wages  from  35  cents  an 
hour  to  40  cents.  The  plasterers  will  ask 
for  an  increase  in  wages  and  a  reduction 
of  the  hours  of  labour.  The  carpenters  and 
joiners  have  appointed  a  committee  to  pre- 
pare a  scale  of  prices  for  the  coming  season. 
Painters  and  decorators  report  trade  im- 
proving and  anticipate  a  very  busy  season. 
Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  report  trade 
fair,  wages  as  good,  and  that  they  have 
no  intention  of  making  any  demand  for  an 
increase  this  season.  The  builders'  labour- 
ers will  ask  an  increase  in  wages  and  a  re- 
duction of  the  hours  of  labour. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shiphuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  trade  as  good, 
with  all  members  employed.  Blacksmiths 
have  steady  employment.  Shipwrights  and 
caulkers  report  trade  brisk.  Horseshoers 
are  having  plenty  of  work,  and  are  taking 
advantage  of  the  present  activity  in  the 
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trade  to  make  a  demand  for  an  increase  of 
wages. 

'Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  very  busy  at  present, 
while  upholsterers  report  trade  as  only  fair. 
Coopers  report  their  business  as  being 
rather  slack. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
are  fairly  busy,  with  prospects  of  an  im- 
provement during  the  spring  season. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors, 
garment  workers  and  cloakmakers  report 
trade  slack  at  present. 

Transport. — The  International  Long- 
shoremen, Marine  and  Transport  Workers' 
Association,  local  373,  presented  the  local 
steamship  agents  with  a  new  schedule  of 
wages  for  the  season  of  1903,  which  is  as 
follows  : — Lumber  work,  night  and  day, 
30  cents  an  hour  ;  side  storage,  40  cents  an 
hour  ;  coal  handlers  and  shovellers,  40 
cents  an  hour,  and  45  cents  for  night-work ; 
hatchmen  and  drivers,  40  cents  an  hour  all 
round  ;  all  other  employees  for  day  work, 
30  cents  an  hour  ;  night-work,  35  cents  an 
hour  ;  general  cargo,  day  work,  25  cents  an 
hour,  and  30  cents  an  hour  for  night-work  ; 
grain,  day-work,  40  cents  an  hour,  and  for 
night-work,  45  cents  an  hour  ;  coal  cargo, 
day-work,  35  cents  an  hour,  night- work,  40 
cents.  Work  done  on  Saturday  night  from 
7  p.m.  to  12  p.m.,  and  Monday  from  1.  a.m. 
to  6  a.m.,  to  be  at  the  rate  of  time  and  a 
half.  Sunday  work  double  time.  Quarter- 
hours,  both  day  and  night,  to  be  paid.  All 
rigging  and  unrigging  to  be  paid  for  on  all 
work.  A  fair  supper  must  be  given  by  the 
company  at  midnight,  and  any  boss  calling 
a  gang  after  7  p.m.,  and  keeping  them  wait- 
ing, shall  be  obliged  to  pay  them  for  full 
time. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Rodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OP    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Very  slight  change,  if  any,  has  taken 
place  in  the  labour  market  since  last  month 
in  Hull.       Conditions  may  be  said  to  be 


slightly  worse  owing  to  the  cessation  of 
building  operations.  As  a  consequence 
masons,  bricklayers  and  stonecutters  are 
idle,  and  will  be  so  till  April.  Carpenters 
are  getting  work  repairing  mills.  The  ex- 
tension of  the  mica  industry  in  Ottawa 
gives  work  to  about  200  girls,  between 
13  and  16  years  of  age.  They  receive  from 
$2  to  $4  per  week.  Trade  and  commerce 
is  reported  to  be  comparatively  good.  Mills 
and  work  shops  are  running  full  time,  and 
shipping  of  manufactured  goods  is  very 
brisk.  In  lumber  alone,  the  Gilmour  & 
Hughson  firm  report  being  4,000,000  feet 
ahead  of  last  year's  shipping  at  the  same 
period.  About  20  men  are  employed  at 
shipping,  and  15  others  are  busy  repairing 
the  mill  for  early  spring  sawing.  Mr.  H. 
Dupuis  employs  some  50  men,  mostly  cart- 
ers. Ice  carters  realize  $3.30  per  day  with 
a  team  hauling  ice.  There  are  few  idle  un- 
skilled labourers,  the  hiring  of  men  for 
starting  the  drive  is  absorbing  the  idle  men. 
Out  of  150  wanted,  only  about  50  could  be 
found.  They  are  paid  from  $26  to  $30  per 
month. 

The  building  of  a  large  saw-mill  at  Des- 
Chenes  opens  a  bright  prospect  for  Aylmer. 
Some  400  people  will  be  employed.  The 
announcement  that  Messrs.  Ahearn  & 
Soper  are  to  develop  their  water  power  at 
Tetreauville  has  revived  the  possibility  of 
seeing  that  part  of  the  city  of  Hull  become 
an  industrial  locality.  The  local  union  of 
paper  makers  is  now  almost  150  in  number. 
The  price  of  hard  wood  has  fallen  50  cents 
per  cord,  and  sells  at  $5.50;  soft  four-foot 
wood  sells  at  $2.50  and  $3  per  cord. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

February  goes  on  record  as  an  ordinary 
month,  with  no  exceptional  activity  nor 
unusual  dullness.  Labour,  except  the  class 
usually  slack  during  the  winter,  was  gen- 
erally well  employed,  and  even  the  workers 
dependent  on  haphazard  employment  expe- 
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rienced  activity  through  work  provided  by 
a  snow-fall,  which  was  above  the  average 
and  fairly  well  distributed  throughout  the 
month.  Largely  increased  bank  clearings, 
and  an  exceptional  promptness  in  meeting 
obligations  revealed  something  of  the  gen- 
eral satisfactory  condition  of  trade.  Mer- 
chants interviewed  stated,  without  excep- 
tion, that  trade  this  winter  was  consider- 
ably above  the  average,  and  that  there  seem- 
ed to  be  a  large  amount  of  money  in  cir- 
culation among  the  masses.  Taken  as  a 
whole  the  winter  has  been  an  expensive  one 
to  householders,  owing  to  the  generally  in- 
creased price  of  fuel  and  some  of  the  other 
necessaries  of  life,  but  with  it  there  has 
been  a  buoyancy  of  trade  which  kept  things 
normal. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  reaped  a  fair  share  of  the 
results  of  the  increased  activity  in  general, 
and  have  enjoyed  as  a  rule  favourable  wea- 
ther conditions  for  marketing  produce. 
Shantymen  returning  from  the  woods  re- 
port an  increased  quantity  of  logs  and 
square  timber  on  nearly  all  limits.  A  fur- 
ther increase  in  the  price  of  lumber  is  an- 
ticipated, but  it  will  hardly  be  sufficient  to 
retard  ouilding  operations.  The  vigorous 
state  of  the  export  trade  has  had  its  effect 
in  stiffening  the  local  market. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  commencing  to  show  signs  of  awaken- 
ing from  their  mid-winter  quietude,  and 
spring  gives  promise  of  opening  with  a 
brisk  start.  So  far  there  has  been  no  in- 
tention expressed  on  the  part  of  any  of  the 
unions  of  demanding  increased  pay. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  trades  are  not  extensively 
represented  at  Ottawa,  but  those  employed 
in  the  city  had  fairly  steady  work. 

Woodworking  trades. — The  woodworkers 
had  steady  work,  but  were  not  rushed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades  were  busy.  Linotype  men  are  scarce, 
and  apparently  so  elsewhere,  as  offers  were 
received  by  several  to  go  to  Toronto. 


Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  pros- 
pects good  for  the  spring. 

Transport. — Railroad  men  had  plenty  of 
work  and  transportation  operations  were 
decidedly  brisk.  There  was  a  heavy  freight 
traffic,  especially  in  the  movement  of  coal,  a 
largely  increased  supply  having  come  this 
month,  owing  to  the  warmer  weather  pre- 
vailing in  the  more  southerly  districts. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  William  Kelly,  correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  month  of  February  there  was 
a  slight  diminution  in  the  demand  for  la- 
bour and  the  opportunities  of  employment 
in  certain  lines — particularly  in  the  build- 
ing trades — as  compared  with  last  month, 
and  the  corresponding  period  last  year. 
Shipbuilding  and  repairing  is  quite  active. 
The  Calvin  Co.,  at  Garden  Island,  is  con- 
structing the  largest  barge  ever  built  by 
the  firm.  It  will  be  230  feet  long,  and  will 
engage  in  the  lumber  and  ore-carrying 
trade.  The  Minnedosa,  of  the  Montreal 
Transportation  Company's  fleet,  is  under- 
going extensive  repairs  and  alterations, 
preparatory  to  the  work  of  the  coming 
season.  The  tug  Glide  is  also  being  im- 
proved. This  company  is  placing  an  order 
for  a  new  steel  tug  of  large  dimensions, 
also  for  two  new  steel  vessels  to  be  used  in 
the  grain-carrying  trade.  These  vessels, 
which  are  to  be  modern  and  up  to  date  in 
every  particular,  are  being  built  at  Wall- 
send,  and  will  cost  over  $100,000  each. 
They  are  to  be  finished  and  delivered  in 
Kingston  by  May  the  first,  next.  They  are 
to  have  a  carrying  capacity  of  300,000  bush- 
els, and  will  ply  between  Kingston  and  Fort 
William.  One  of  these  steamers  will  re- 
place the  ss.  Bannockburn.  They  will  be 
slightly  larger  than  that  boat.  $5,000  worth 
of  repairs  and  improvements  are  being 
made  in  conection  with  the  School  of 
Mines.  The  Gardner  Biscuit  Company,  on 
account  of  increased  business,  is  finding  it 
necessary  to  enlarge  its  plant  and  premises. 
It  has  been  decided  to   continue   the  im- 
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provement  to  the  K.  &  P.  R.  ballasting, 
&c.  Considerable  repairs  are  also  being 
made  to  the  Dominion  Cotton  mills  here. 
Beginning  May  15,  1903,  in  accordance 
with  a  request  made  by  the  employees, 
the  K.  &  P.  R.  Co.,  will  pay  its  employees 
the  rate  of  wages  that  prevails  on  the  C.< 
P.R.  This  will  mean  considerable  increase 
to  the  employees.  The  sixty-seven  Germans 
imported  by  the  Canadian  Locomotive 
works  have  been  reduced  to  four.  The  night 
shift  recently  established  at  the  works  has 
been  suspended  for  the  present.  On  the 
16th  of  the  month  the  city  council  passed 
a  resolution  offering  to  act  as  a  board  of 
conciliation  in  the  trouble  in  this  estab- 
lishment. The  city  clerk,  acting  under 
instructions,  made  the  offer  to  the  company, 
but  no  reply  has  been  received. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Men  employed  in  these 
trades  are  comparatively  idle. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — This  class  of  labour  is  actively  em- 
ployed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  employees  in  these  trades  report  busi- 
ness as  being  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
are  rather  quiet. 

Clothing  trades. — Are  only  fairly  em- 
ployed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Recently 
the  bakers  agreed  to  raise  the  price  of  a 
four-pound  loaf  of  bread  from  ten  to  twelve 
cents.  On  account  of  a  disagreement  the 
understanding  only  lasted  two  days,  and 
bread  is  now  ten  cents  per  four-pound  loaf. 
Recently  one  of  our  cigar  manufacturers 
shipped  four  tons  of  the  bye-product  of  his 
factory  to  Germany,  to  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  cigarettes. 

Transport. — Longshoremen  have  had  con- 
siderable employment  transhipping  a 
cargo  of  Welsh  coal  from  Kingston  to 
Toronto  during  the  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
has  been  fairly  well  employed  harvesting 


ice,  &c.      Dealers  state  that  a  good  supply 
has  been  housed  for  the  coming  season. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  of  February  has  been  an  ac- 
tive one  in  this  locality,  both  for  skilled 
and  common  labour.  The  Belleville  Ce- 
ment Co.  has  started  to  build  a  railway  to 
the  proposed  works  east  of  the  city,  and  has 
fifty  men  at  work.  The  number  will  be  in- 
creased as  the  weather  moderates.  There 
have  been  few  idle  men  this  month.  Ice 
cutting  is  till  going  on,  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  men.  Merchants  report  a 
good  month's  business,  ahead  of  the  corre- 
sponding month  of  last  year.  The  banks 
also  report  good  business.  There  have 
been  no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages,  and 
no  strikes  or  lock-outs  during  the  month. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Fishermen  report  a  quiet  month.  The 
catches  have  not  been  large  owing  to  the 
cold  weather. 

Lumbering  operations  are  being  carried 
on  extensively,  and  a  great  many  men  have 
been  employed  in  the  woods  at  good  wages. 

The  local  manufacturing  concerns  report 
a  good  month's  trade.  A  shirt  factory 
contemplates  enlarging  its  plant  shortly  on 
account  of  increased  business. 

Mining  in  North  Hastings  is  carried  on 
extensively,  and  mining  men  say  that  the 
coming  season  will  be  the  greatest  in  the 
history  of  this  county.  Many  new  proper- 
ties will  be  developed. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  report  a 
good  month.  A  large  staff  has  been  em- 
ployed during  the  month  in  tearing  down 
the  drill  shed  building,  which  was  condemn- 
ed. Plumbers  report  a  good  month's  busi- 
ness. Gas  and  steamfitters  report  a  good 
month.  Stonecutters  also  report  a  good 
month,  with  plenty  of  work  ahead. 
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Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  having  had 
a  good  month's  business.  Machinists  re- 
port work  good.  Electrical  workers  report 
a  busy  month.  Metal  polishers,  buffers, 
platers  and  brass  workers  are  busy.  The 
lock  workers  have  a  great  many  orders  on 
hand.  Blacksmiths  report  a  good  month's 
business.  Ship  builders,  shipwrights  and 
caulkers  have  been  busy  on  the  local  fleet, 
getting  ready  for  the  opening  of  navigation. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  the  print- 
ing and  allied  trades  the  month  has  also 
been  a  good  one. 

Clothing  trades. — In  the  clothing  trades 
the  month  has  been  a  quiet  one. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  a  good  month  with  plenty 
of  orders  on  hand.  Butchers  report  a  good 
month's  trade. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  report  a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  been  busy. 

Transport. — In  the  transport  trade,  espe- 
cially among  railroad  men,  the  month  has 
been  a  good  one.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
freight  being  shipped  and  railway  employ- 
ees are  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  month  has  been 
especially  good  for  unskilled  labour. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  Belleville  Portland  Cement  Com- 
pany, which  will  locate  at  Point  Ann,  in 
Thurlow,  has  let  contracts  for  the  prin- 
cipal machinery  for  its  mill,  which  is  esti- 
mtaed  to  cost  nearly  half  a  million  dol- 
lars. The  mill  will  turn  out  2,000  barrels 
of  cement  a  day.  The  plant  is  expected  to 
be  in  operation  by  November  1,  1903.  The 
mill,  according  to  report,  will  be  the  lar- 
gest of  its  kind  in  Canada. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

All   the   indications   point   to   a   busy 
season  in  the  leading  lines  of  industrial  ac- 


tivity. At  present  labour  is  well  employed, 
with  a  demand  for  more  hands  in  some 
departments  of  manufacture,  while  very 
few  are  unemployed,  excepting  in  those 
classes  whose  work  is  dependent  upon  the 
season.  The  growing  demand  for  goods 
for  the  North-west  and  the  newly  settled 
portions  of  Ontario  is  proving  an  im- 
portant factor  in  promoting  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests,  though  travel- 
lers visiting  the  North-west  report  the 
spring  trade  rather  late  in  opening  and 
buyers  disposed  to  be  conservative,  the 
effects  of  the  American  influx  having  been 
to  some  extent  discounted  in  advance  of 
the  actual  requirements  of  the  market. 
The  building  trade  promises  to  be  exceed- 
ingly active,  and  many  important  contracts 
will  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  the  season  is 
favourable.  The  largest  at  present  in  view 
is  an  eight  story  office  building  to  be  con- 
structed at  36  and  38  King  street,  east, 
opposite  the  new  King  Edward  Hotel.  The 
building  will  have  a  frontage  of  80  feet,  and 
will  cost,  exclusive  of  the  land,  $100,000. 
Work  has  been  progressing  for  some  time 
on  the  science  building  in  connection  with 
Toronto  University,  the  construction  of 
which  affords  employment  for  a  large 
number  of  workpeople.  Other  important 
undertakings  are  the  Metropolitan  Bank 
building,  corner  of  King  and  Jordan^ 
streets  ;  Flett,  Lowndes  &  Co.'s  warehouse, 
opposite  the  Union  Station;  an  addi- 
tion of  three  storeys  to  the  Confederation 
Life  building,  and  the  building  of  resin 
dences  which  are  much  required  will  be! 
rapidly  pushed  forward,  more  especially 
in  the  suburbs.  The  Canada  Foundry  Com-! 
pany,  which  is  largely  increasing  the  ca-! 
pacity  of  its  works,  at  Toronto  Junction^ 
has  secured  contracts  for  supplying  a  num- 
ber of  locomotives  for  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company,  and  also  has  a  number 
of  orders  for  steel  bridges  and  trestle  work. 
The  civic  estimates  contemplate  heavy  ex- 
penditure on  various  improvements  and' 
repairs,  including  important  additions  and!, 
alterations  to  the  waterworks  system.  Boot! 
and  shoe  manufacturers  have  done  a  heavy 
business,  with  an  advance  in  prices  in  some 
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lines.  The  demand  since  the  holiday  sea- 
son has  been  steadier  than  usual.  The 
growing  scarcity  of  agricultural  labour  con- 
tinues to  excite  much  discussion,  the  Colo- 
nization Department  of  the  Ontario  gov- 
ernment being  overwhelmed  with  applica- 
tions for  immigration  labour,  very  few  of 
which  can  be  filled.  In  the  course  of  the 
controversy  which  has  arisen  over  this  sub- 
ject, it  is  pointed  out  that  one  cause  of 
the  chronic  scarcity  is  the  lack  of  accom- 
modation for  married  farm  labourers,  and 
their  families,  and  the  temporary  character 
of  the  demand — combined  with  the  low 
wages  paid  as  compared  with  those  obtain- 
able in  other  callings. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  mild  and  open 
weather  of  the  end  of  the  month  has  given, 
a  decided  impetus  to  the  building  trade,_ 
and  employment  is  unusually  good  for  the 
time  of  the  year.  Prospects,  as  intimated 
above,  were  never  better,  the  only  feature 
of  uncertainty  being  the  possibility  of 
strikes  or  other  interruptions  to  work,  aris- 
ing out  of  demands  for  increased  pay  or 
shorter  hours.  The  carpenters  have  formu- 
lated a  demand  on  the  employers  for  an' 
increase  of  wages,  from  30  to  35  cents  an1 
hour,  to  take  effect  from  May  1  next.  The 
tile-layers  have  also  demanded  an  increase' 
from  30  to  35  cents.  Plumbers,  gas  and' 
steamfitters  report  trade  somewhat  slack.. 
Painters  are  fairly  well  employed,  consider- 
ing the  season.  A  strike,  involving  six  new 
members  of  the  Painters  and  Decorators' 
Union,  on  account  of  the  employment  of  a 
man  not  in  good  standing  with  the  union,' 
was  settled  on  the  10th  by  the  man  con- 
cerned paying  a  fine  to  the  union. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Reports  from  these  trades  are  all 
favourable,  and  indicate  continued  prosper- 
ity, and  abundance  of  work.  The  Iron 
Moulders'  Union,  has  demanded  a  nine- 
hour  workday,  to  go  into  effect  on  the  first 
of  May,  wages  to  remain  as  at  present — a 
minimum  of  $2.75  per  day.  The  sheet 
metal  workers  have  settled  the  long  stand- 
ing difficulty  with  their  employers,  arising 


from  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to  sign  an 
agreement  embodying  the  terms  of  employ- 
ment. The  difficulty  has  been  overcome  by 
the  substitution  of  a  shop  card  containing 
the  regulations  mutually  agreed  upon.  The 
Metal  Roofing  Co.,  was  not  included  in  the 
settlement.  The  outside  linemen  engaged 
in  electrical  work  have  been  organized  in 
affiliation  with  the  Electrical  Workers' 
Union,  No.  114,  largely  increasing  its 
membership.  The  machinery  blacksmiths 
are  preparing  to  make  a  demand  for  a  re- 
duction in  the  hours  of  labour. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  machinists  are  fairly  busy 
and  anticipate  an  active  season.  Piano 
workers  are  well  employed.  The  Canadian 
Car  Workers'  Union,  No.  1,  of  Toronto 
Junction,  which  has  a  membership  of  about 
600,  has  amalgamated  with  the  American 
Car  Workers'  Union. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printers 
report  a  considerable  improvement  of  con- 
ditions as  compared  with  last  month — 
work  is  plentiful  and  there  has  been  a  con- 
siderable influx  of  new  belongings  to  the 
trade,  from  other  places.  The  session  of 
the  legislature,  which  begins  next  month, 
will  help  to  keep  business  brisk  for  some 
time. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  are 
experiencing  the  usual  slackness  of  the 
period  between  seasons,  but  are  likely  to 
be  fully  employed  as  soon  as  spring  fairly 
opens.  The  union  is  preparing  an  ad- 
vanced scale  of  prices  which  will  shortly 
be  presented  to  the  employers.  The  gar- 
ment workers'  busy  season  is  over  and  trade 
in  that  line  is  quiet.  The  strike  of  the 
cutters  in  four  shops  was  re-inforced  by  the 
pressers,  who  came  out  on  the  14th,  in  the 
shops  where  the  cutters  remained  on  strike, 
the  total  number  on  strike,  including  cut- 
ters, trimmers  and  pressmen,  was  about 
150.  The  strike  was  settled  by  agreement, 
and  the  men  returned  to  work  on  the  24th. 
The  terms  of  settlement  included  a  present 
reduction  of  half  an  hour  a  day,  and  a 
further  reduction  of  half  an  hour  on  the 
first  of  November,  and  the  recognition  of 
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the  union.     Boot  and  shoe  workers  report 
plenty  of  employment. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  find  a  fair  amount  of 
employment,  and  the  cigarmakers  continue 
busy. 

Leather  trade. — Conditions  in  the 
leather  trades  are  satisfactory.  The 
leather  workers  on  horse  goods  have  con- 
siderably strengthened  their  organization 
which  is  now  in  flourishing  circumstances. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Toronto  Junction. — A  branch  of  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters  and 
Joiners  was  organized  here  on  the  5th  in- 
stant, with  an  initial  membership  of  sixty. 
It  was  decided  to  demand  the  same  rate  of 
wages  that  is  being  asked  for  by  the  To- 
ronto carpenter,  35  cents  an  hour. 

The  manufacture  of  sand  cement  bricks 
is  to  be  started  shortly  near  Black  Creek, 
on  the  Western  Road.  The  advantage  of 
these  bricks  over  clay  bricks  is  that  they 
do  not  require  burning  and  can  be  more 
cheaply  produced. 

Mount  Dennis. — A  large  amount  of 
building  is  being  undertaken,  including 
factories  and  residences. 

HAMILTON,    ONT,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Samuel  Landers,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

All  classes  of  labour  are  generally  well 
employed.  Even  unskilled  labourers,  who 
are  usually  very  slack  during  the  winter,  are 
finding  steady  employment.  The  civic  au- 
thorities did  not  consider  it  necessary  this 
year  to  open  the  quarry  to  provide  work,  as 
in  other  years.  The  month  has  been  a  very 
eventful  one  for  the  starting  of  new  indus- 
tries and  the  incorporation  of  new  com- 
panies. Among  some  of  these  companies 
is  the  Peerless  Cash  Register  Company, 
(with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  A  provincial 
'charter  has  also  been  granted  to  James 
iJolly  &  Sons,  leather  manufacturers  and 
harness  makers,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 


The  Griffin  &  Kidner  Company,  painters, 
has  been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of 
$20,000,  and  letters  of  incorporation  were 
granted  to  the  Building  Company,  of  Went- 
worth,  with  $40,000  capital.  It  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  company  to  build  several 
hundred  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  new 
works,  for  renting  to  the  company's  em- 
ployees. The  incorporation  is  announced 
of  the  Hamilton  Cataract  Power,  Light  and 
Traction  Company,  with  a  capital  of  $5,- 
000,000.  The  amalgamation  of  the  Holly- 
wood Paint  Company,  of  Hamilton,  and 
the  McLennan  Paint  Company,  of  Buffalo, 
was  completed  during  the  month.  Knit- 
ting machines  and  other  plant  have  been 
placed  in  the  Ellis  Company's  new  knitting 
mill.  The  Force  Food  Company  has 
leased  large  buildings  here,  and  will  start  a 
factory  employing  from  150  to  200  people. 
The  city  council  accepted  tenders  for  ce- 
ment, to  be  used  in  side-walk  construction, 
at  $2.16  per  barrel.  Last  year  the  price 
was  $1.60  per  barrel,  and  the  city  used 
31,000  barrels.  During  the  month  the  price 
of  bricks  was  further  raised  from  $8  to  $9 
per  thousand.  A  station  for  the  DeForest 
wireless  telegraphy  was  established  here 
during  the  month,  and  it  is  said  that  mes- 
sages have  been  transmitted  between  here 
and  Toronto.  Wholesale  and  retail  trade 
is  very  good.  With  regard  to  changes  in 
rates  of  wages  during  the  month,  seventeen 
fourth  grade  teachers'  salaries  were  raised 
from  $550  to  $600  per  year. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons have  been  fairly  well  employed,  except 
during  the  very  cold  weather,  and  there  are 
prospects  of  a  busy  spring.  The  number  of 
bricklayers  in  the  city,  however,  will  be 
adequate  to  complete  all  work.  Carpen- 
ters and  joiners,  and  lathers  and  plasterers 
are  busy.  Painters  are  fairly  employed. 
Plumbers,  steam  and  gasfitters  find  work 
plentiful.  Builders'  labourers  are  also 
fully  employed.  The  local  carpenters  have 
issued  the  following  schedule,  to  take  effect 
on  April  1 :  Thirty  cents  per  hour  for  a 
nine  hour  day;  five  hours  Saturday;  max- 
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imum  fifty  hours  per  week.     All  overtime 
forty-five  cents  per  hour. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  and  stove  plate  moulders  re- 
port conditions  as  fair,  and  machinery 
moulders  better.  Machinists  are  busily 
employed.  Engineers  and  electrical  work- 
ers are  fairly  active.  With  stove  mounters 
work  is  only  fair.  Sheet  metal  workers 
have  had  a  very  busy  month.  Horseshoers 
are  busy.     Jewellers  are  a  little  slack. 

Woodivorking  and  furniture  trades. — All 
of  the  woodworking  trades,  including  fur- 
niture workers,  piano  makers,  interior  fit- 
ters, sash  and  blind  carpenters,  and  pattern 
makers,  have  had  a  very  favourable  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
fairly  well  employed.  Pressmen  are  busy. 
Bookbinders  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Clothing  trades. — The  custom  clothing 
trade  has  been  very  slack,  but  the  spring  is 
opening  during  the  latter  part  of  the  month, 
with  prospects  of  a  good  season.  Keady- 
made  work  has  been  very  busy,  some  depart- 
ments working  overtime.  A  voluntary 
grant  of  a  half  hour  a  day  was  given,  mak- 
ing a  52-hour  week.  The  ten  striking  hat- 
ters are  still  out,  and  little  work  is  being 
done  in  this  line.  Boot  and  shoe  workers 
have  been  fairly  busy  during  the  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  butchers  report  trade  normal.  Ice 
cutters  are  gathering  a  good  crop  of  12  to 
15-inch  ice.  Wages  average  from  15  to  20 
cents  per  hour.  Cigarmakers  in  the  differ- 
ent factories  are  very  busy. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  in  horse 
goods  are  fairly  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom-makers  are  busy. 
One  firm  is  using  the  union  label  on  its  out- 
put. 

Transport. — All  transportation  employees 
on  steam  railways  are  well  employed,  as  are 
also  street  railway  employees. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour  is 
generally  well  employed,  caused  by  the 
large  amount  of  ice  being  cut  and  the  rush 


of  construction  work  at  the  various   new 
factories. 

FORMATION     OF     LABOUR    ORGANIZATIONS. 

During  the  month  the  cutters  and  trim- 
mers in  the  clothing  trade  were  reorganized. 
The  piano  workers  and  pattern  makers 
have  each  formed  themselves  into  a  union, 
with  international  affiliations. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

St.  Catharines. — Work  here  in  all  trades 
is  very  fair.  The  building  trade  had  a  fairly 
good  month.  Painters  were  very  busy. 
Custom  tailors  are  expecting  a  good  season, 
and  a  splendid  system  of  back  shops  is  in 
vogue  here 

Dundas. — Conditions  in  the  machine 
shops,  clothing  trade,  woodworking  trades, 
and  axe  factory,  &c,  are  all  fairly  good,, 
and  increased  activity  is  expected  at  the 
opening  of  the  spring  season. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

February,    from    a    workingman    stand- 
point, has  been  a  most  satisfactory  month. 
The  weather  was   milder  than   is  usually 
experienced,   and   this   afforded   an   oppor- 
tunity for  bricklayers  and  masons  to  com- 
mence   operations,    which    occupied    about 
three  weeks  of  the  month.    The  mild  wea-»i 
ther,  together  with  a  reduction  of  $1  per  ton 
in  the  cost  of  coal,  also  materially  reduced 
the  cost  of  living.    In  the  iron  trades  con- 
siderably   more    activity    was    manifested. 
Several  of  the  agricultural  factories  worked 
12  hours  per  day,  while  the  engine  works 
were  unable  to  meet  promptly  the  demands 
made  upon  them,  and  have  sent  out  a  num- 
ber of  patterns  to  other  factories  to  have 
castings   made   from    them.      Sheet   metal 
workers   and  tinsmiths  report  the  busiest 
February  in  years.     Wholesale  and  retail 
merchants   have  had   quite   a   satisfactory 
month.     Wages    in   Brantford   at  present 
show  a  tendency  to  rise.     The  city  council 
at   their   last   regular  meeting   raised  the 
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salaries  of  the  city  clerk  and  his  assistant^ 
the  former  now  receiving  $1,000  per  an- 
num, and  the  latter  $550.  Friendly  rela- 
tions between  employers  and  employees  have 
continued  up  to  the  present. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture  has  been  at  a  standstill,  but 
large  quantities  of  wood  are  being  cut  in 
the  adjacent  country. 

The  starch  works  destroyed  by  fire  last 
fall  have  been  rebuilt  on  a  larger  scale, 
and  operations  will  be  resumed  shortly. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
and  builders'  labourers  were  well  employed 
for  this  season  of  the  year.  A  week  of 
very  cold  weather,  however,  prevented  a 
full  month  being  worked.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  have  been  generally  well  employed. 
Lathers,  plumbers,  plasterers  and  painters, 
also  gas  and  steamfitters,  have  all  had  a  fair 
month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  and  brass  moulders  have  been 
fully  employed,  and  competent  men  can 
find  employment.  Core-makers  and  ma- 
chinists report  steady  employment  with 
over-time  being  worked.  Linemen,  metal 
polishers  and  buffers,  particularly  the  lat- 
ter, have  had  a  good  month.  Blacksmiths 
and  boilermakers  are  rushed  with  work. 
Sheet  metal  workers  report  the  busiest  Feb- 
;  ruary  in  years.  All  local  men  employed 
and  prospects  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  in  the  various  branches  here 
have  enjoyed  a  prosperous  month.  Carriage 
and  wagon-makers,  pattern-makers  and 
millwrights  have  had  steady  employment. 
Coopers  report  a  fair  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  report  an  active  month. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  ex- 
perienced a  better  month  than  the  one 
previous. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  and  butchers  report  the 


usual  trade  with  the  regular  complement 
of  employees.  Ice-cutters  have  been  busy 
during  the  month.  Cigarmakers  and  tob- 
acco-workers report  trade  as  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  and  clerks  re- 
port a  normal  condition  of  trade.  There 
is  a  demand  for  hotel  employees  and  first- 
class  general  servants  for  private  houses. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees 
have  been  steadily,  engaged.  Draymen, 
teamsters  and  carters  have  been  generally 
well  employed. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  demand  for  un- 
skilled labour  is  commencing.  There  were 
few  idle  men  upon  the  market  during  the 
month. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  O.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  has  been  well  employed  during 
the  month,  and  there  is  a  noticeable  im- 
provement in  some  lines  of  manufacturing 
and  in  the  building  trades  over  the  preced- 
ing month.  For  the  season  of  the  year 
the  scarcity  of  men  is  observable  and  al- 
most every  class  of  work  people  has  had 
steady  employment.  One  feature  of  the 
mcnth  has  been  the  employment  of  all  the 
available  bricklayers  on  the  new  tube  works. 
Business  in  general  has  been  good,  the  only 
noticeable  slackness  being  in  the  clothing 
trade.  Two  new  small  companies  have  been 
incorporated  during  the  month,  one  for  a 
foundry  business  and  the  other  for  a  gas 
supply  specialty.  A  new  farm  hardware 
specialty  manufacturing  company  has  also 
started  up  in  the  old  drill  shed.  Work  on 
the  new  sewerage  system  has  been  kept  up 
all  winter,  and  has  given  employment  to 
considerable  unskilled  labour.  Real  estate 
has  not  been  so  brisk  in  years  as  at  present, 
caused  largely  by  the  scarcity  of  houses, 
and  many  sales  have  been  made  recently. 
A  joint  meeting  of  all  building  trades 
unions  was  held  during  the  month  to  con- 
sider the  formation  of  a  building  trades 
council,  but  no  action  has  yet  been  taken. 
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CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  scarcity  of  farm  help  is  very  notice- 
able here.  A  by-law  to  take  $25,000  pre- 
ference stock  in  an  extension  of  the  Street 
Railway  system  to  Puslinch  lake  and  Hes- 
peler, thus  connecting  with  the  radial  road 
at  Hespeler,  has  been  carried  by  a  vote  of 
the  property  holders.  Work  on  the  new 
line  is  expected  to  start  in  the  spring. 

Manufacturing  in  the  branches  not  pre- 
viously mentioned  is  in  a  very  healthy  con- 
dition. There  is  not  at  present  a  vacant 
factory  building,  where  a  year  ago  a  numb- 
er existed,  and  shops  are  generally  running 
to  their  full  capacity. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  stone- 
masons are  all  employed  on  the  new  tube 
works.  Carpenters  and  joiners  are  fairly 
well  employed.  Painters  and  paperhang- 
ers  have  improved  somewhat  over  the  pre- 
vious month,  the  change  being  caused  main- 
ly by  bosses  cutting  rates  for  hanging 
paper.  Stonecutters  are  not  very  busy. 
The  season's  rates  of  wages  for  the 
various  building  trades  unions  have 
been  decided  on,  and  are  as  follows  : 
Stonemasons  and  blacklayers  $3  for  9 
hours,  carpenters  and  joiners  22£  cents  an 
hour  and  a  9  hour  day,  painters  and  paper- 
hangers  25  cents  per  hour  with  9  hour  day. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  have  had  a  good 
month.  Machinists  and  sheet  metal  work- 
ers are  also  busy  at  present.  These  trades 
are  affected  by  the  cream  separator  busi- 
ness, which  is  now  very  brisk. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  have  been  steadily  employed. 
Upholsterers  are  very  busy.  A  new  factory 
to  make  frames  for  this  trade  will  shortly 
be  in  operation.  Carriage  workers  and 
trimmers  are  rushing  the  spring  work. 
Piano  and  organ  workers  report  an  extra 
busy  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  report  a  busy  month. 


Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  only  had  a  fair  month,  and  are  now 
awaiting  milder  weather  before  any  differ- 
ence is  expected. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — The  ci- 
garmakers  have  had  the  best  month  for 
some  time.  The  ice  harvest  is  about  over 
and  has  been  only  fair  in  quality. 

Transport, — Teamsters  have  enjoyed  a 
good  month,  much  extra  work  being  got 
hauling  wood  to  the  city. 

Textile  trades. — Brussels  carpet  weavers 
have  had  a  good  month.  Textile  workers 
of  all  kinds  are  busy,  and  prospects  are 
bright. 

Unskilled  labour, — There  are  very  few 
idle  men  for  the  season  and  employment 
has  been  steadier,  and  at  a  higher  rate  than 
usual. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Preston. — A  by-law  is  being  submitted  to  j 
grant    a    loan    of    $20,000  to  the  Canada i 
Office  and  School  Furniture  Co.,  to  extend 
their  premises.    The  loan  is  to  be  repayable 
in  ten  years. 

Hespeler. — Textile  workers  of  all  kinds1 
are  very  busy,  and  employment  generally 
is  steady. 

Gait. — The  commissioner  of  immigration 
has  been  asked  to  provide  from  500  to  700 
people  suitable  for  farm  labourers  and  do- 
mestic servants  for  this  district. 


STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.    W.    H.    Westbrook,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET 


The  generally  satisfactory  condition  oi 
the  labour  market  has  been  well  maintained 
through  February,  activity  prevailing  iu 
nearly  all  branches  of  industry.  Two  new 
factories  are  taking  on  hands,  and  work 
has  been  commenced  on  a  new  biscuit  fac-: 
tory.  Everything  points  to  a  season's; 
work  which  will  be  uninterrupted  by  laboui 
disputes,  the  bricklayers  having  made  an 
agreement  with  the  contractors  by  whicl 
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they  are  to  receive  30  cents  per  hour  for 
nine  hours'  work  per  day,  an  increase  over 
last  season's  wages  of  5  cents  per  hour. 
The  carpenters  have  also  succeeded  in  get- 
ting an  increase  for  the  season,  19  cents 
per  hour  being  the  standard  rate,  an  in- 
crease of  about  2  cents  per  hour.  The  best 
of  feeling  prevails  between  the  unions  and 
contractors.  The  Grand  Trunk  Kailway 
shops  continue  very  busy,  54  hours  per  week 
being  the  normal  time  worked,  but  much 
overtime  is  being  made  by  the  machinists, 
chiefly  in  the  erecting  department.  The 
Stratford  Mill  Building  Company  is  very 
busy  and  has  plenty  of  orders  on  hand. 
The  company  reports  a  scarcity  of  mould- 
ers, and  can  also  take  on  a  few  machinists. 

The  Whythe  Packing  Company  is  also 
very  busy,  and  can  find  employment  for 
more  hands.  This  company  gave  each 
employee  a  cash  bonus,  based  upon  the 
amount  each  one  earned  during  the  year. 
The  Milling  Company  is  running  a  night- 
and-day  shift,  and  has  to  refuse  orders  fre- 
quently. The  Stratford  Clothing  Com- 
pany doubled  its  optput  during  the  past 
twelve  months,  and  can  employ  thirty  more 
hands.  The  Garment  Workers'  Union  Label 
is  used  on  all  goods  manufactured.  The 
various  furniture  factories  are  all  busy,  and 
exceptionnally  good  mechanics  can  find  em- 
ployment in  this  line. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  agricultural  industry  in  this  vicinity 
is  in  a  flourinshing  condition,  and  a  good 
demand  for  all  products  of  the  farm  is 
noticed.  The  following  prices  prevail  at 
present  : — Eggs,  17  cents  per  dozen  ;  but- 
ter, 17  and  22  cents  per  pound  ;  apples,  50 
cents  per  bag  ;  potatoes  are  very  scarce 
and  bring  $1.35  per  bag  ;  chickens,  75  to 
90  cents  per  pair  ;  dressed  beef,  hind  quar- 
ters, 7  cents  per  pound  ;  hardwood,  $7.50 
to  $8  per  cord  ;  hay,  $7.50  to  $9  per  ton. 
Much  inconvenience  is  felt  by  the  farmers 
m  not  being  able  to  secure  first-class  help. 
jMany  have  not  been  able  to  do  all  their 
fall  ploughing  on  this  account,  and  it 
cannot  be  said  that  the  outlook  for  this  con- 
dition being  improved  in  the  spring  is  at 


all  good.  Wages  offered  vary  from  $150 
a  year  to  $250,  with  board,  washing  and 
mending. 

CONDITION    OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — February  has  not  been 
,a  good  month  for  bricklayers,  masons  and! 
plasterers,  they  having  experienced  the! 
winters  usual  dullness.  Prospects  are,  how- 
ever, very  bright  for  the  coming  season. 
Carpenters,  plumbers  and  tinsmiths  have 
been  fairly  well  employed  during  the  month, 
as  alterations  are  being  made  to  many  of 
the  stores.  Painting  and  paperhanging 
trades  are  improving,  and  a  demand  for  this 
class  of  labour  will,  it  is  expected,  soon  be 
felt. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  in  demand.  Ma- 
chinists are  busy;  their  working  hours  are 
from  54  to  60  per  week.  Blacksmiths,  while 
busy,  have  all  vacancies  filled.  Boilermak- 
ers are  all  employed.  Horseshoers  have 
had  a  good  month's  work.  Jewellers  have 
had  rather  a  slack  period. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  employed  in  the  furniture  trade  are 
working  full  time.  Upholsterers  are  very 
busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port having  done  a  better  month's  business 
than  usual  for  February,  and  there  has 
been  a  slight  demand  for  this  class  of 
labour.  Bookbinders  report  being  unable 
to  keep  up  with  their  orders. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
very  slack.  Garment  workers  report  their 
industry  as  being  the  busiest  experienced 
for  years. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  have  had  a  fair  month's 
business.  Cigarmakers  are  very  busy. 
Butchers  report  their  business  as  improv- 
ing. Ice-cutters  are  very  busy,  men  are  in 
demand  at  wages  of  $1.50  per  day. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  their 
trade  in  good  condition.  Furriers  are  very 
busy. 

Transport. — All  railroad  employees  in  the 
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traffic  department  are  enjoying  the  best  of 
times,  working  as  many  hours  as  theyi 
wish.  Carters  and  draymen  have  not  been 
very  busy  during  the  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
has  been  in  demand,  wages  ranging  from 
12  to  15  cents  per  hour. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Seaforth. — Machinists  and  iron  moulders 
are  in  demand.  A  large  order  for  threshing 
engines  has  been  booked  by  the  Bell  Engine 
Company. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  A.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  conditions  existing  amongst  the 
workers  of  this  city  are  excellent  for  this 
time  of  the  year.  Men  out  of  work  can,  of 
course,  be  found  in  all  parts  of  the  city, 
but  in  comparison  with  other  years  the 
number  is  very  small.  The  rolling  mills 
expect  to  commence  business  in  about  two 
weeks.  One  cigar  factory  has  removed  to 
Montreal,  but  it  is  expected  that  two  new 
ones  will  start  here  in  March.  Exceptional 
activity  has  taken  place  in  the  building 
trades  throughout  the  winter,  and  instead 
of  the  majority  of  the  men  being  idle,  more 
than  half  have  had  steady  employment. 
The  railroads  are  short  of  engines,  and 
those  on  hand  are  kept  in  continual  em- 
ployment. Trade,  both  in  wholesale  and 
retail  lines,  is  exceptionally  good  for  Feb- 
ruary. Not  since  September,  1901,  has 
there  been  a  strike  or  lock-out  of  any  kind 
in  this  city. 

CONDITION   OP  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

As  a  manufacturing  centre  the  city  is 
making  great  strides,  and  within  the  past 
year  a  number  of  new  industries  have  been 
started.  Almost  every  one  of  the  old  ones 
have  made  additions  to  their  premises,  and 
there  is  not  one  that  is  not  working  at  its 
fullest  capacity. 

Radial  railroad  construction  in  this  dis- 
trict is  expected  to  make  great  headway  in 


the  coming  summer,  and  give  work  to  men 
and  teams.  Two  different  lines  are  ex- 
pected to  run  into  the  city  next  summer. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — About  half  of  the 
bricklayers  are  working,  which  is  a  good 
average  for  the  winter  months;  they  have 
made  a  demand  for  forty  cents  an  hour  for 
the  coming  season.  Carpenters  have  been 
well  engaged  all  winter  and  are  nearly  all 
working  now,  they  have  made  a  demand  for 
thirty  cents  per  hour  and  an  eight-hour 
day.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  slack. 
Painters  and  decorators  are  not  doing 
much,  but  have  done  better  this  winter 
than  for  a  long  time.  The  firm  of  Pace  & 
Fitzgerald,  with  whom  they  have  had  some 
trouble,  is  now  employing  union  men.  They 
have  made  a  request  for  twenty-five  cents  | 
an  hour  and  an  eight-hour  day  to  go  into 
effect  April  .4.  Plumbers  and  steamfitters 
report  trade  fair.  Stonecutters  are  slack. 
Builders'  labourers  are  fairly  well  engaged. 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding  \ 
trades. — Moulders    are    busy.        The    glass 
roof    is   being   put   on   the    new    McClary 
moulding  shop.       Machinists  report  trade  ' 
fair.     Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are  j 
slack.     Metal  polishers   are  busy,  but   are  I 
delayed  waiting  for  the  moulders.     Boiler 
makers  are  very  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  workers  report  trade 
good.  Car  builders  are  extra  busy.  A  de- 
mand for  coopers  is  made  by  local  firms, 
and  they  are  so  busy  that  several  could  se- 
cure employment  on  tight  work  here. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  continue  busy;  there  are  no  idle 
men  in  the  city.  Lithographers  are  also 
very  busy.  The  Advertiser  Co.,  having 
finished  moving,  is  now  doing  business  in  | 
its  new  office. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  continue  to  be 
slack,  and  expect  to  be  so  for  a  month  more. 
Garment  workers  report  business  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  continue  to  report  no  idle  men.  The 
firm  of  Stirton  &  Dyer  adopted  the  label 
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during  the  month,  and  twenty-five  of  their 
employees  joined  the  union.  The  strength 
of  the  union  is  now  over  250. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  agitating  a 
raise  in  the  price  of  hair  cutting  from  15 
to  25  cents,  to  take  place  April  1.  Broom- 
makers  have  been  busy  all  winter,  and  con- 
tinue so.  Firemen  and  policemen  in  the 
employ  of  the  city  have  petitioned  for  an 
increase  of  salary. 

Transport. — All  branches  of  railroad 
workers  are  very  busy.  The  number  of  ac- 
cidents in  this  neighbourhood  of  late  has 
made  the  companies  very  alert,  and  they 
now  have  an  agent  gathering  information 
from  the  different  employees  as  to  the  best 
means  of  averting  these  accidents;  an 
agent  has  also  been  here  testing  the  eyes 
and  hearing  of  the  different  locomotive 
engineers. 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OP    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Conditions  continue  very  much  the  same 
as  in  January,  labour  generally  being  in 
good  demand.  Exceptional  activity  pre- 
vails in  railway  traffic,  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  building  trades  are  very  quiet. 
The  new  stave  and  hoop  factory  is  in  rapid 
progress  of  construction,  and  will  be  in 
running  order  about  April  1.  A  consider- 
able number  of  hands  will  be  afforded  op- 
portunity for  employment  in  this  industry. 
Unskilled  labour  is  intermittently  employ- 
ed. Farm  hands  are  eagerly  sought  after. 
The  keen  demand  for  this  class  of  labour 
is  caused  largely  by  the  indisposition  which 
seems  prevalent  among  many  to  continue 
at  farm  work.  This  fact  is  evident  by  the 
large  number  of  farm  labourers  inquiring 
for  work  in  the  city  at  railway  and  other 
employment. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — Annual  auditors'  reports 
from  cheese  factories  in  surrounding  dis- 
tricts show  a  large  increase  in  the  amount 


of  cheese  manufactured  last  year  over  other 
years,  and  a  generally  good  average  price. 

Manufacturing . — Manufacturing  indus- 
tries in  all  lines  continue  in  a  healthy  con- 
dition. The  demand  for  products  for  the 
North-west  market  is  increasing;  the  iron 
industries  reports  a  strong  demand,  but  are 
experiencing  difficulty  in  getting  raw  mate- 
rials to  such  an  extent  as  to  curtail  their 
output  at  times. 

Railroad  construction  promises  to  be  ac- 
tive during  the  coming  summer;  the  very 
heavy  traffic  of  the  fall  and  winter  is  taxing 
the  capacity  of  the  motive  power  to  the 
limit,  and  will  no  doubt  result  in  an  in- 
crease of  double  tracking  and  motive  power 
equipment.  The  Pere  Marquette  freight 
traffic  is  proving  a  heavy  addition  to  the 
M.  C.  R.  Company's  business,  and  at  times 
during  the  cold  weather  large  numbers  of 
cars  were  blocking  the  yards  waiting  to  be 
moved. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  carpen- 
ters and  plasterers  are  very  slack.  Painters 
and  paperhangers  are  commencing  spring 
trade  to  some  little  extent.  Plumbers  are 
very  busy,  repair  work  adding  a  large  addi- 
tion to  their  work  during  the  cold  weather. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  machinists  are 
steadily  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  factqry  hands  are  very  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port a  normal  condition  of  trade. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port a  continued  quiet  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  steady  unchanged 
condition  of  trade.  Ice  cutters  have  com- 
pleted the  harvesting  of  the  ice  crop.  Cigar- 
makers  report  steady  trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom-makers  are  in  de- 
mand at  the  local  factory. 

Transport. — Railway  traffic  hands  are 
literally  flooded  with  work,  and  overtime  is 
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being  worked  as  much  as  the  strength  of 
the  men  allows. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  shows  little  change 
from  last  month.  The  building  trade  is 
dull,  with  few  men  employed.  This,  how- 
ever, is  the  normal  state  of  affairs  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  there  is  very  little 
general  demand  for  men  and  opportunities 
of  employment  are  few.  The  Manson  Camp- 
bell Fanning  Mill  Company  is  now  manu- 
facturing incubators  in  connection  with 
the  fanning  mill  works,  orders  having  been 
received  from  all  over  Ontario,  also  from 
New  Zealand  and  other  distant  countries. 
It  is  expected  that  this  industry  will  give 
steady  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
men  the  year  round.  Foundries  and  ma- 
chine shops  are  exceptionally  busy  owing 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  a  number  of 
steamers  undergoing  repairs  here.  The 
development  of  the  oil  fields  in  the  ad- 
joining townships  of  Raleigh  and  -Lxarwich 
is  also  contributing  to  the  employment  of 
these  crafts.  Transportation  is  fairly  ac- 
tive, railway  men  being  fully  employed. 
The  wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  normal. 
There  are  no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages 
to  note,  and  there  have  been  no  strikes  or 
lock-outs  in  any  of  the  trades  this  month. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  movement  of  farm  products  is  fairly 
active,  the  receipts  of  wheat,  corn  and  beans 
being  quite  large. 

Manufacturing  in  the  different  branches 
is  about  normal. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trade  ?s 
quiet,  a  few  carpenters,  painters  and  tin- 
smiths only  being  employed.  Bricklayers 
and  masons  have  but  little  employment. 
Builders'  labourers  find  little  demand. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  machinists  arc 


fairly    well    employed.      Blacksmiths    and 
horseshoers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  makers,  wagon  makers  and  coop- 
ers are  all  fully  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  have  plenty  of 
work. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port work  a  little  slack. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  cigarmakers  have  plenty 
of  work,  and  there  are  no  idle  men  in  these 
trades. 

Transport. — Railroad  men,  teamsters  and 
expressmen  are  all  fully  employed. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  is  in  little 
demand. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Work  in  the  oil  fields  of  the  adjoining 
townships  continues  active,  a  large  number 
of  men  being  employed  in  the  various  oper- 
ations carried  on. 

WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The   employment   of   labour   during  the 
month  of  February  has  been  plentiful.    In 
the  building  trades  business  is  much  better 
than  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  and 
there  are  very  few  idle  men  in  the  city.  The 
foundries    and   factories   are   all   working 
full  time  and  are  very  busy.    The  Windsor 
Salt    Company   has   plenty    of   coal   now, 
and  is  running  night  and  day  to  fill  its 
orders.       It  was   getting   ready   to   build 
a  large  addition  to  its  plant,  to  cost  id, 
the  neighbourhood  of  $15,000  to  $20,000. 
The   bent   goods   works    are   running   full 
time  with  their  full  force  of  men  on.    The 
railroads  have  all  the  business  they  can 
handle  at  the  present  time.     The  wholesale 
and  retail  merchants  report  the  best  winte: 
trade  they  have  had  for  years.     The  cif 
council  has  granted  the  city  firemen  ai 
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increase    of    $5    a    month,    making    their         Unskilled  labour. — All  well  employed  at 

wages   now  $50   a   month,   outside   of  the      present. 

officers. 


CONDITION    OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  good  sleighing  the  farmers 
have  been  very  busy  hauling  wood  to  mar- 
ket, and  are  getting  high  prices  for  it.  In 
fact  the  farmers  are  receiving  good  prices 
for  everything  they  bring  to  market. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  work  of  brick-> 
layers,  masons,  painters  and  plasterers  is  a 
little  slack  just  now,  as  it  generally  is  in 
February,  but  carpenters  and  plumbers  are 
fully  employed.  About  the  first  of  March1 
there  will  be  very  few  idle  men  in  the  city, 
as  a  number  of  new  buildings  are  about  to 
be  erected,  one  of  which  is  an  addition  to 
the  convent,  costing  between  $45,000  and 
$50,000,  the  contract  for  which  was  to  be' 
let  on  the  24th  of  this  month.  Contracts 
for  a  number  of  dwellings  are  also  to  be 
let  right  away.  Prospects  never  were  bet- 
ter than  they  are  at  the  present  time. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuuamg 
trades. — As  a  number  of  boats  are  laid  up 
here  during  the  winter,  the  ship-carpenters 
and  engineers,  with  their  helpers,  are  kept 
busy  getting  the  boats  in  shape  for  spring, 
as  navigation  opens  early.  Machinists, 
blacksmiths  and  horseshoers  are  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printers 
report  that  they  have  all  the  work  they  can 
handle. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trade  has 
been  quiet,  but  plenty  of  work  is  expected 
by  the  first  of  March. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
butchers,  cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers 
report  a  good  month's  business. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  very  busy. 
Owing  to  so  much  soft  coal  being  burnt  in 
the  city  this  winter  the  laundry  workers 
have  had  all  the  work  they  could  do. 

Transport. — Railway  employees,  express- 
men, teamsters  and  others  engaged  in  rail- 
way work  have  had  a  busy  month. 
3 


DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  Bridge  and  Iron  Works  Company, 
of  Walkerville,  is  building  a  large  addition 
to  its  plant  and  will  give  employment  to 
150  more  hands.  The  Paving  Company,  of 
Windsor  and  Walkerville,  is  building  a 
large  plant  to  manufacture  paving  bricks, 
and  expects  to  give  employment  to  30  or  40 
men  when  it  is  completed. 

WINNIPEG,   MAN.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  is  engaged  to  a  very  large  ex- 
tent at  this  time  of  the  year  in  lumbering 
operations,  about  five  thousand  men  hired 
out  of  Winnipeg  finding  employment  in 
this  kind  of  work.  The  supply  of  labour- 
ers has  been  quite  inadequate  to  the  de- 
mand, consequently  high  wages  have  pre- 
vailed, running  from  $26  to  $45  a  month 
with  board.  Generally,  free  transportation 
has  been  given  the  men  to  the  work,  and 
there  is  still  an  active  demand  for  men, 
but  there  are  very  few  available.  Work 
in  the  bush  has  been  greatly  hampered  all 
winter  by  the  lack  of  men,  and  contractors 
would  have  had  great  difficulty  in  filling 
their  contracts  had  it  not  been  that  the 
weather  has  been  exceptionally  favourable 
for  winter  operations.  As  there  will  cer- 
tainly be  a,  very  large  immigration  this 
coming  season,  and  consequently  a  great 
demand  for  building  material,  it  is  well 
to  be  assured  that  the  supply  will  be  suf- 
ficient. Operations  in  the  woods  have  been 
greatly  stimulated  this  winter  by  the  scar- 
city and  high  price  of  coal,  the  expecta- 
tions of  extensive  railway  construction  and 
the  anticipated  demand  for  building  ma- 
terial. The  woods  along  both  lines  of  rail- 
way between  Winnipeg  and  Lake  Superior 
are  a  veritable  hive  of  industry.  The 
saddlery  trade,  both  wholesale  and  retail, 
is  reported  as  having  never  been  better 
and  there  is  quite  a  demand  for  experienced 
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workers.  The  banks  report  business  more 
active  this  month  than  last,  the  reason 
given  being  that  the  railway  companies  are 
giving  a  better  supply  of  box-cars  to  the 
grain  shippers  now  than  they  did  a  while 
ago.  The  movement  of  grain  also  causes 
an  increased  circulation  of  money.  The 
railway  companies  report  that  the  demand 
for  grain  cars  is  being  met.  As  a  rule 
business  is  quiet  in  Winnipeg  at  this  time 
of  the  year.  Both  wholesale  and  retail 
men  report  things  quiet  in  their  lines, 
although  better  now  than  a  year  ago.  Trade 
is  not  as  brisk  as  it  was  before  New  Year. 
The  Canadian  Northern  strike  is  at  an 
end,  an  agreement  satisfactory  to  both 
parties  having  been  arrived  at.  In  settling 
the  matter  the  question  of  the  recognition 
of  the  union  of  the  U.B.R.E.  was  waived. 
In  several  lines  of  work  an  increase  of  pay 
over  competing  lines  of  railway  was 
secured.  The  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
will  introduce  a  bill  into  the  local  legisla- 
ture at  present  in  session  asking  : 

(1.)  That  no  union  or  combination  of  em- 
ployees be  held  responsible  for  any  wrongful 
acts  committed  by  any  member  or  members  of 
same,  acting  without  the  authorities  of  the  gov- 
erning bodies. 

(2.)  That  no  union,  or  member  thereof,  be 
liable  to  damages  for  dissuading  by  fair  means 
any  labourer  becoming  an  employee  of  certain 
employers. 

(3.)  That  no  union  or  member  thereof,  or 
their  funds  be  liable  in  damages  for  advising 
others  not  to  seek  employment  in  a  locality 
affected  by  a  strike,  or  not  to  buy  produce 
from  certain  producers. 

At  Immigration  Hall  there  were  regis- 
tered 73,000  names  last  year.  And  the 
officials  state  that  if  the  present  rate  of 
arrivals  be  kept  up  there  will  be  fully 
150,000  come  in  this  year.  There  are  indi- 
cations of  a  very  great  deal  of  work  both 
in  Winnipeg  and  the  neighbourhood.  The 
question  is  being  asked  where  will  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  labourers  be  procured. 
There  is  no  need  of  any  who  are  able  and. 
willing  to  work  being  idle  at  the  present 
time,  as  there  is  plenty  of  work  for  all  if. 
they  will  take  what  is  going. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  carpenters'  unions 
are  endeavouring  to  arrange  a  meeting 
with  a  representative  body  of  contractors 


to  agree  upon  a  schedule  of  wages  for  the 
coming  season.  Their  desire  is  to  have 
this  accomplished  soon  so  as  to  prevent 
any  hampering  of  work  after  the  season 
has  opened.  The  lengthening  of  the  sea- 
son's work  for  employees  in  the  building 
trades  has  been  of  material  benefit  to  all. 
This  is  one  of  the  results  of  the  great  im- 
migration to  the  country  as  a  large  num- 
ber of  the  incomers  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  the  city,  and  there  was  conse- 
quently a  great  demand  for  dwelling  houses 
and  hotel  accommodation,  both  of  which 
have  been  and  are  at  a  premium.  A  few 
years  ago  the  bricklayers  and  masons  work- 
ed about  six  months  in  the  year.  Last 
season  they  were  employed  from  eight  to 
eight  and  a  half  months.  The  season  for 
plasterers  has  been  correspondingly  in- 
creased, while  the  great  majority  of  car- 
penters have  been  employed  all  the  year, 
either  in  the  city  or  with  the  railway  com- 
panies, bridge-building,  &c. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Railway  employees  in  the  me- 
chanical department  are  working  full  time 
at  present.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way have  fully  one  thousand  men  engaged 
here  in  their  shops.  There  has  been  quite 
an  advance  in  their  pay  in  some  of  the 
shops  lately. 

Transport. — One  of  the  most  important 
questions  before  the  people  is  the  ques- 
tion of  transportation.  Last  season  gran- 
aries were  well  filled  and  now  it  is  im- 
possible to  get  it  to  the  seaboard  quickly 
enough,  transportation  facilities  being  al- 
together inadequate  to  the  task.  The  num- 
ber of  settlers  brought  into  the  country, 
the  number  of  acres  brought  under  culti- 
vation and  the  number  of  bushels  of  grain 
harvested  last  year  are  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  the  Dominion. 

BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  has  been  no  noticeable  change  in 
the  condition  of  the  labour  market  since 
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last  month.  Nearly  all  factories  are  in 
active  operation,  and  the  supply  of  labour 
is  equal  to  the  demand  at  the  present  time. 
There  has  been  no  new  industry  started  in 
this  city  since  January.  The  marble  works 
have  closed  since  last  month.  This  industry 
employs  quite  a  number  of  men,  and  has  a 
large  amount  of  orders  ahead  for  the  spring 
trade.  There  is  no  great  activity  reported 
in  the  wholesale  or  in  the  retail  trades.  No 
changes  in  rates  of  wages  have  taken  place, 
and  the  labour  market  is  undisturbed. 

The  substantial  progress  this  city  has 
made  during  the  past  year  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  estimate  of  transactions 
in  the  various  lines  of  trade : — 

Buildings   erected $  200,000 

Flour  and  sed  grains 500,000 

Lumber,  sash  and  door 350,000 

Groceries  and  provisions,  fruit,  whole- 
sale and  retail 500,000 

Dry   goods,   clothing,   etc 550,000 

Boots  and  shoes,  wholesale  and  retail.  200,000 
Drugs,     fancy     goods,     stationery     and 

jewellery 200,000 

Implements,  carriages,  etc 200,000 

Hardware   and  plumbing 200,000 

Furniture,  etc 100,000 

Marble  works 100,000 

Binder  twine 200,000 

Coal  and  wood 125,000 

Horses,  cattle  and  meat 200,000 

Wines,  liquors  and  cigars 125,000 

Sundry  manufactures 100,000 


Total $3,000,000 

Brandon  has  five  chartered  and  two  private 
banks.  The  aggregate  capital  of  the  five 
former  is  $30,000,000. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  very  much  larger 
area  of  land  will  be  put  under  cultivation 
next  season  than  ever  previously,  to  judge 
from  the  extensive  preparations  that  are 
going  on  throughout  the  district,  and  also 
from  the  large  number  of  settlers  that  are 
expected  as  soon  as  spring  opens. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Binder 
Twine  Company  a  very  satisfactory  report 
was  submitted  to  the  shareholders,  showing 
the  progress  this  new  industry  had  made 
during  the  year.  Additional  machinery 
has  been  put  in,  and  the  shareholders  have 
authorized  the  directors  to  investigate  the 
problem  of  manufacturing  binder  twine 
from  Manitoba-grown  flax.  In  the  past 
31 


flax  has  been  grown  in  the  province  exclu- 
sively for  the  seed,  and  the  straw  was  not 
utilized,  but  was  burned.  If  this  fibre  can 
be  used  for  making  the  twine,  it  will  great- 
ly reduce  the  prices  of  that  article. 

The  Hanbury  Company  has  just  com- 
pleted an  extensive  addition  to  the  factory. 
It  has  added  some  very  complete  ma- 
chinery for  the  manufacturing  of  all  kinds 
of  building  supplies.  In  addition  to  the 
planing  mill,  the  industry  will  give  em- 
ployment to  a  large  number  of  men.  Bran- 
don will  now  have  one  of  the  largest  fac- 
tories of  this  kind  in  the  province.  The 
Pelt  factory  reports  that  trade  has  been  ex- 
cellent, but  that  business  is  now  slackening 
off  with  the  approach  of  spring. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — These  trades  are  idle, 
with  the  exception  of  carpenters,  who  are 
fairly  busy.  Painters  and  decorators  also 
report  trade  slack  at  present.  Plumbers, 
however,  are  exceptionally  busy,  and  steam- 
fitters  have  plenty  of  work.  Stonecutters 
are  nearly  all  idle;  so  are  builders'  labour- 
ers. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  and  engineers  are  very 
busily  employed,  and  linemen  are  all  work- 
ing. With  blacksmiths  trade  is  a  little 
slack.  Boilermakers  are  fully  employed, 
with  some  openings.  Horseshoers  report 
business  slack.  Jewellers  and  watch-case 
makers  are  fairly  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  report  trade 
somewhat  slack. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
fairly  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  brisk;  with  boot  and  shoe  work- 
ers trade  is  slack. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  butchers  report  trade  good.  Ice  cutters 
are  very  busy  getting  in  next  season's  sup- 
ply of  ice.  Cigarmakers  are  very  busily 
employed. 
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Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  trade 
good.  Clerks  and  stenographers  are  stead- 
ily employed,  while  furriers  are  somewhat 
slack.  Laundry  work,  steam  and  hand,  re- 
ported good. 

Transport. — All  railroad  employees  are 
busily  employed.  Teamsters  report  trade 
good. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  not  much  de- 
mand for  unskilled  labour  at  the  present 
time. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Reports  from  the  outlying  districts  state 
that  business  conditions  have  been  very 
satisfactory  this  winter.  Ranchers  and 
stockmen  report  that  the  cattle  are  in  very 
fair  condition.  Reports  from  Alberta  coal 
mines  show  that  extensive  developments 
have  been  made  in  the  coal  mines  of  that 
district.  French  capitalists  are  developing 
these  mines  and  building  railway  exten- 
sions from  mines,  and  connecting  with  the 
C.  P.  R. 

CALGARY,   N.W.T,    AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  8.  D.  Milliken,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Owing  to  the  mild  winter  labour  is  in 
steady  demand,  with  few  men  out  of  work. 
The  building  trades  are  exceptionally  busy 
for  the  season  of  the  year,  several  build- 
ings having  been  started  during  the  month. 
As  the  ranchers  are  not  having  to  feed 
their  stock  to  any  extent,  they  are  not 
employing  as  many  men  as  usual,  and  the 
men  thiis  thrown  out  of  employment  have 
largely  come  to  Calgary,  while  others  are 
going  to  the  mountains  under  contract 
with  the  lumber  firms.  Business  is  brisk 
in  all  lines,  and  there  is  a  steady  demand 
for  mechanics,  which  will  increase  with  the 
opening  of  spring  business.  Merchants 
and  other  business  men  report  business 
good.  This  is  shown  by  the  opening  here 
of  branch  houses  by  eastern  firms.  Several 
branch  banks  were  established  in  surround- 
ing  towns    during  the   month.      There    is 


some  unrest  in  the  building  trades,  but  no 
strikes. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  lumbermen  are  very  active,  and  a 
larger  cut  is  being  made  than  previously. 
At  present  difficulty  is  experienced  in  filling 
orders. 

The  several  manufacturers  of  harness, 
saddles,  &c,  are  having  a  busy  month  filling 
orders  and  making  stock  for  the  coming 
season,  which,  from  present  indications, 
will  be  the  best  they  have  had. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  losing  time,  but  continue  to  work 
on  warm  days.  Carpenters  are  busy  on  both 
inside  and  outside  work,  and  are  losing 
little  or  no  time.  There  is  a  steady  de-  i 
mand  for  good  men  at  $2.50  and  upwards 
per  day  of  9  hours.  Lathers  and  plasterers 
are  fairly  busy.  Painters  are  having  a  ; 
good  winter,  and  are  losing  very  little  time. 

Woodworking    and   furnishing    trades. —  j 
Woodworkers  are  working  10  hours  a  day,  I 
and  the  demand  for  sash,  doors,  stair  goods, 
&c,  keeps  them  busy,  and  at  times  compels 
them  to  work  overtime. 


Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
are  fully  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Ice  men 
have  been  kept  busy  during  the  month,  but 
now  have  their  season's  supply  housed. 
Cigarmakers  are  very  busy,  and  have  all 
they  can  do  to  fill  orders. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  are  busy  on  piece-work,  and  are 
working  10  hours  a  day. 

Miscellaneous. — The  clerks  have  succeed- 
ed in  getting  the  stores  closed  at  6  p.m., 
and  are  making  an  attempt  to  have  all 
organized  men  trade  only  with  organized 
clerks.  Wages  are  from  $50  per  month 
upwards. 

Transport. — Railroad  hands  are  very  busy 
and  every  available  crew  at  work. 
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Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labourers 
are  in  steady  demand  at  $2  per  day  of  ten 
hours. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  outlook  in  the  district  is  very  bright, 
a  large  innuex  of  settlers  being  expected 
the  coming  spring.  It  is  expected  that  the 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  will 
commence  their  irrigration  ditch  from  Cal- 
gary to  Medicine  Hat  this  coming  season, 
which  will  give  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  labourers.  Several  large  buildings 
will  be  erected  during  the  year,  and  the 
building  trades  will  be  taxed  to  meet  the 
demand.  At  present  not  a  house  is  vacant 
in  the  city. 

I     ROSSLAND,  B.  C,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Laird,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

The  feature  of  the  month  in  the  Koote- 
nays  district   is  the  strike  at  the  Fernie, 
Michel  and  Morrisey  collieries  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Coal  Company.     As  the  mining  and 
smelting  industries  of  the  country  depend 
upon  the  continuance  of  a  regular  and  ade- 
quate fuel  supply  from  East  Kootenay,  the 
gravity  of  the  present  deadlock  to  the  en- 
tire country  will  be  realized.     There  is  dan- 
:  ger  that  half  the  workingmen  in  the  Koote- 
nays,  East  and  West,  and  in  the  boundary 
district  adjoining,  may  be  thrown  out  of 
1  employment  as  the  direct  outcome  of  the 
!  coal  mines  labour  trouble,  and  several  hun- 
!  dred  men  have  already  been  affected.     An- 
other fortnight  of  the  deadlock  will  see  in- 
dustry in  every  line  save  lumbering  threat- 
ened at  a  standstill.    In  view  of  this  it  will 
readily  be  understood  that  the  speedy  set- 
tlement of  the  trouble  is  looked  forward  to 
with  eagerness  on  every  hand. 

The  smelters  at  Trail,  Nelson,  Grand 
Forks,  Greenwood  and  Boundary  Falls,  all 
of  which  are  absolutely  dependent  upon 
East  Kootenay  coal  and  coke,  were  ill- 
equipped  to  withstand  a  shortage  of  fuel 
supplies.  Considerable  reserves  were  in 
hand  last  summer,  prior  to  the  terrible  dis- 
aster at  Fernie  and  the  subsequent  labour 


trouble,  but  these  reserves  were  wiped  out 
in  the  interruption  to  coal-mining  conse- 
quent upon  the  two  contingencies  mention- 
ed, and  no  plant  had  more  than  a  month's 
supply  in  hand,  when  the  latest  difficulty 
at  the  collieries  took  place.  Trail  has 
closed  down  two  copper  furnaces  and  one 
lead  stack,  reducing  its  force  by  a  hundred 
men.  The  Giant  mine  at  Rossland  has  dis- 
charged twenty  men  because  of  its  inability 
to  ship  custom  ore  to  Trail;  the  Boundary 
smelters  are  preparing  to  close  down  com- 
pletely unless  coke  is  forthcoming  almost 
at  once,  and  this  will  throw  600  men  out  of 
employment.  The  Northport,  Wash., 
smelter  to  which  the  Le  Roi  mine  at  Ross- 
land  ships  its  product,  has  been  completely 
shut  down  for  a  fortnight,  and  the  natural 
inference  is  that  the  mine  will  not  long 
continue  to  ship  ore  that  cannot  be  treated 
promptly,  while  a  decision  to  this  effect 
would  place  200  men  on  the  unemployed 
list  within  twenty-four  hours.  Similar  con- 
ditions prevail  throughout  the  country,  and 
there  is  grave  uneasiness  in  all  directions. 

In  the  various  trades  there  has  been  but 
little  alteration  in  ruling  conditions.  At 
Rossland  two  concentrating  plants  are  to  be 
constructed,  and  it  is  generally  believed 
that  these  plants  will  be  the  forerunners 
of  various  others,  so  that  an  active  season 
in  the  building  trades  is  looked  for. 

Various  alterations  in  the  situation,  with 
respect  to  the  production  of  silver  lead  ores, 
point  to  a  more  or  less  general  resumption 
of  operations  in  silver  lead  camps  of  East 
and  West  Kootenays.  Such  a  development 
would  bring  about  the  employment  of  fully 
a  thousand  miners  over  and  above  the  num- 
ber now  employed,  with  consequent  activity 
in  every  branch  of  industry.  The  coal 
deadlock  is  regarded  as  temporary,  and  with 
this  exception  the  outlook  for  the  Koote- 
nays continues  brighter  than  for  several 
years  past. 

NEW  WESTMINSTSR,  B.C.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 
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GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  shows  an  improve- 
ment over  last  month.  The  demand  for 
ment  over  last  month.  The  demand  for  la- 
bourers for  railway  work  and  general  farm 
work  is  evident,  with  scant  supply.  En- 
gineers and  machinists  for  mill  work  are  al- 
so in  demand.  The  exceptional  fine  weather 
has  served  well  for  the  contractors  who  have 
been  enabled  to  get  the  roof  on  three  large 
buildings  which  are  in  the  course  of  erec- 
tion. The  contract  has  been  let  and  work 
commenced  upon  an  addition  to  the  cream- 
ery, to  cost  $1,000.  The  creamery  building 
is  owned  by  the  city,  and  in  reporting  the 
needs  of  more  room  the  following  satisfac- 
tory returns  were  made  : — The  creamery  is 
now  paying  8  per  cent,  and  was  willing 
to  pay  the  same  rate  on  increased  building. 
Twenty-six  thousand  dollars  had  been 
paid  to  local  farmers  last  year  for 
cream.  As  another  indication  of  the 
number  and  importance  of  lands  sales 
it  is  stated  that  the  business  of  the  Land 
Registry  office  for  last  month  was  larger 
than  for  the  same  period  for  several  years. 
The  transactions  recorded  were  mostly 
'bona  fide  purchases  by  men  who  have  come 
to  settle  in  the  city  or  district.  The  farms 
sold  indicate  that  all  parts  of  the  district 
are  sharing  in  the  increased  prosperity. 
A  contract  for  the  supplying  of  several, 
thousand  cords  of  Cottonwood  to  the  Brit- 
ish Columbia  Sugar  Refinery,  to  be  used 
in  the  making  of  barrels,  has  been  let  and 
work  commenced.  It  is  expected  that  the 
amount  to  be  supplied  will  be  sufficient  to 
fill  the  demand  of  the  refinery  for  several 
years.  During  the  month  only  one  case  of 
a  disagreement  between  employers  and  em- 
ployees occurred.  The  deck  hands  of  a 
steamer  plying  here  were  notified  of  a  re- 
duction in  wages  from  $40  to  $30  per 
month,  and  rather  than  accept  the  reduc- 
tion they  quit  work.  The  management 
tried  to  fill  their  places,  but  failed,  and  the 
men  returned  to  work,  not  experiencing  any 
reduction  in  their  wages.  The  two  machine 
shops  located  in  this  city  have  given  notice 
that,  owing  to  the  increase  in  the  wages  of 


the  moulders,  all  castings  turned  out  will 
be  raised  a  quarter  of  a  cent  per  pound. 

JThe  Great  Northern  Railway  branchi 
from  Cloverdale  to  Ladner  has  now  600' 
men  at  work,  and  it  is  expected  that  the' 
line  will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of 
May.  Two  surveying  parties  have  left  here 
during  the  month  on  railway  work. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Activity  generally  prevails  in  the  lum- 
bering camps,  several  large  orders  having 
been   filled,    one  for   50,000   piles   for  fish- 
traps  on  the  American  side.    The  piles  are 
being   cut   in   this    district   and   towed   to 
Point  Roberts.     The  Royal  City  Lumber 
Company   has   resumed   cutting   after   the 
usual  suspension  for  repairs.     This  year,1 
however,  the  mills  have  been  so  busy  that  no  I 
unnecessary  time  has  been  lost,  and  all  mills 
are  running  full  time  with  orders  ahead. 

The  canners  are  steadily  increasing  their 
staff  preparatory  to  the  opening  of  the] 
fishing  season. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — A  marked  improve 
ment  in  each  branch  has  taken  place  owinf 
to  the  good  weather.  Bricklayers  and  ma4 
sons  and  other  building  employees  are  work- 
ing. A  large  amount  of  cannery  work  is 
under  way.  Carpenters  report  work  brisk 
with  good  prospects.  Painters  are  fairly 
employed,  and  plumbers  find  work  plenti 
ful. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  trades  are  very  busy  re- 
pairing cannery  tugs,  the  cannery  seasor 
being  now  on.  Ship-caulkers  are  not  ver; 
busy,  but  prospects  are  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  — 
Car  builders'  employees  are  finding  em 
ployment  with  the  firm  recently  starte< 
here,  with  prospects  bright  for  furnisher 
Shingle  weavers  are  still  fully  employee 
with  demand  for  help. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trade 
report  work  plentiful  and  all  employed. 
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Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — With  ci- 
garmakers  business  is  only  fair,  with  good 
prospects  ahead. 

Miscellaneous. — The  fishermen's  Grand 
Lodge  of  British  Columbia  has  authorized 
the  circulation  of  a  petition  against  traps 
being  allowed  in  the  salmon  fisheries  of  the 
Fraser  river. 

Transport. — Steamboatmen  report  work 
plentiful,  with  men  in  fair  demand. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  kind  of  labour  is 
in  demand  both  for  farm  and  railway  work. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  Delta  Creamery  Co.,  has  had  a  pros- 
perous year  and  has  declared  a  dividend 
of  7  per  cent.  Plans  and  specifications  are 
being  prepared  for  a  two  storey  frame  hotel 
to  be  erected  here.  The  contract  for  the 
piling  and  bridging  over  all  ravines  on  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  has  been  awarded 
to  a  Westminister  firm. 

Bevelstoke. — The  Revelstoke  Lumber  Co., 
has  made  many  improvements  in  the  ma- 
chinery and  buildings.  A  large  force  of 
men  is  employed  in  the  woods  getting  out 
log3  for  the  coming  season's  cut. 

Greenwood. — The  British  Columbia  Cop- 
per Co.,  Ltd.,  owning  the  Mother  Lode  and 
the  smelter  at  Greenwood,  has  issued  a  cir- 
cular calling  a  special  meeting  of  the  stock- 
holders to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  com- 
pany's capital  by  150,000  new  shares,  thus 
increasing  the  authorized  capital  to  $2,- 
000,000.  The  purpose  for  which  additional 
capital  is  required  is:  (1)  To  erect  a 
Bessemerizing  plant  to  convert  and  refine 
the  product  of  the  smelter;  (2)  to  erect  ad- 
ditional blast  furnaces,  so  as  to  bring  the 
treatment  capacity  of  the  smelter  up  to 
about  60,000  tons  per  month;  (3)  to  ac- 
quire more  mines  in  the  boundry  district. 

VANCOUVER,  B.  C,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  George  Bartley,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  on  buildings .  has 
been  fair.     The  weather  has  been  very  fav- 


ourable during  the  latter  part  of  this  month 
for  the  building  trades.  Inside  trades, 
such  as  the  moulders,  machinists,  boiler- 
makers  and  cigarmakers  have  been  good. 
The  demand  for  clerks  is  very  poor,  but 
business  is  expected  to  pick  up  right  away, 
because  of  the  preparations  being  made  by 
those  interested  in  mining  in  the  north  to 
go  northward.  The  unrest  in  the  machin- 
ist trade  has  been  settled,  the  trouble  with 
the  only  firm  that  refused  to  sign  the  new 
schedule  being  satisfactorily  arranged. 
Every  machine  shop  in  the  city  is  now 
union.  The  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
is  moving  in  the  matter  of  establishing  a 
civic  labour  bureau.  The  question  of  keep- 
ing the  city  library  open  on  Sundays  will 
also  be  taken  up.  On  February  17  a  con- 
vention of  federal  unions  was  held,  when 
the  following  resolution  was  carried: — 
c  The  opinion  of  the  convention  is  that  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  be  urged  to 
take  up  the  question  of  imposing  a  per 
capita  tax  on  all  unions  affiliated  with  the 
body  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  strike 
benefit.' 

The  city  council  has  passed  the  follow- 
ing resolution : — 

That  this  council,  while  offering  no  opposition 
to  the  granting  of  the  application  to  Mr.  D. 
McNair,  referred  to  in  the  letter  of  the  Hon. 
the  Minister  of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  respect- 
fully recommend  to  the  minister  that,  in  grant- 
ing this  and  other  like  applications,  water-front 
rights  should  not  be  alienated  entirely  from  the 
Crown,  but  granted  on  lease  at  a  nominal  rent, 
subject  to  municipal  taxation,  and  for  industrial 
purposes  only;  and  that  if  and  when  such  pro- 
perty ceases  to  be  used  for  such  purposes,  then 
all  the  rights  granted  should  cease  and  ter- 
minate and  the  property  should  then  revert  to 
the  Crown. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

A  petition  to  be  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment protesting  against  the  establishment 
of  fish  traps  in  British  Columbia,  has  been 
largely  signed  and  will  be  sent  on  in  due 
course. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Prospects  for  work  are 
good,  more  work  being  in' sight  and  in  pro- 
gress than  for  some  years  previous  at  this 
time  of  the  year.  The  Building  Trades 
Council  is   actively  engaged  in  compiling 
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its  fair  and  unfair  list,  which  will  be  issued 
shortly  and  placed  in  circulation.  This 
body  has  also  petitioned  the  hon.  the  Min- 
ister of  Lands  and  Works,  at  Victoria,  re- 
questing that  a  fair  wage  clause  be  inserted 
in  the  lease  of  Deadman's  Island  to  Theo- 
dore Ludgate,  and  in  all  other  leases  where 
applicable.  City  Solicitor  Hamersley  has 
advised  the  city  council  of  this,  inclosing 
a  copy  of  form  to  be  inserted  in  all  con- 
tracts executed  for  the  city,  as  follows: — 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  declared  and 
agreed  by  the  contractor,  that  this  contract  is 
entered  into  on  the  condition  that  he  or  any 
sub-contractor  under  him,  will  pay  to  any  work- 
men, mechanic,  citizen  or  labourer  employed  by 
him,  under  or  in  connection  with  this  contract, 
such  wages  and  remuneration  at  least  as  are 
generally  accepted  as  current  in  the  city  of 
Vancouver  for  similar  work  or  employment,  as 
mentioned  in  the  contract,  to  be  performed  and 
fulfilled  by  him. 

Clothing  trades. — A.  movement  has  been 
started  to  license  outside  tailors  $50  a  day 
while  they  are  engaged  in  taking  orders. 
The  trade  is  fair. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Trade  is 
good,  with  some  demand  for  operators.  A 
letter  has  been  sent  out  by  the  local  Typo- 
graphical Union  requesting  a  reduction  in 
the  working  hours  to  AS  per  week,  to  take 
effect  from  May  1,  1903. 

Miscellaneous. — Hotel  and  restaurant 
employees  report  work  not  good,  there  being 
too  many  Chinese  and  Japanese.  With 
barbers  work  is  only  fair,  and  a  few  idle 
men  are  reported. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
all  busy,  with  prospects  gooa. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  reJ 
ports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  shows* 
a  slight  improvement  over  last  month,  es- 
pecially in  the  metal  trades  and  the  ship-, 
yards.  Mechanics  who  have  been  on  short 
time  are  now  working  full  time,  and  pros- 
pects for  succeeding  months  are  bright- 
There  is  no  demand  for  extra  labour,  but  in 
many   trades   there   is   a    surplus.      Boiler- 


makers' helpers  secured  an  advance  in 
wages  from  20  cents  an  hour  to  25  centsl 
an  hour.  On  the  17th  instant  a  party  of 
ship  carpenters  left  here  for  Whitehorse! 
to  overhaul  the  boats  of  the  White  Passi 
and  Yukon  Railway  Company  before  the 
opening  of  navigation.  Building  opera-1 
tions  have  commenced  and  the  season  pro-> 
mises  to  be  a  busy  one.  Dwelling  houses, 
of  medium  size  and  centrally  located  are 
in  demand  and  rents  are  advancing.  The 
programme  of  civic  improvements  already 
authorized  for  this  year  provides  ioi  mi 
expenditure  of  between  $250,000  and  $300,- 
000,  as  follows  : — Construction  of  Point 
Ellice  bridge,  $105,000  ;  extension  of  sew- 
erage system,  $100,000  ;  erection  of  Carne- 
gie library,  $50,000,  and  the  completion  of 
work  on  the  James  Bay  causeway  com- 
menced last  year.  The  relations  between 
employers  and  employees  are  cordial.  ri  he 
Victoria  Chamber  of  Commerce,  composed 
of  persons  engaged  in  trade  or  manufacture 
in  this  city,  was  organized  on  January  30 
last.  The  objects  of  the  association  are  to 
advance  the  trade  interests  of  Victoria, 
the  encouragement  of  home  industries,  the 
maintenance  of  a  permanent  trade  exhibit 
of  products  and  manufactures,  and  all  other 
matters  affecting  the  trade  interiors  of 
the  city.  The  organization  has  a  large/ 
membership. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

This  year  the  sealing  fleet  will  be  smal- 
ler than  for  any  previous  year.  The  com- 
pany operating  the  fleet  has  dispatched  as 
many  vessels  as  could  be  manned  at  the  rate 
of  wages  mentioned  in  last  report.  The 
balance  will  be  tied  up.  Masters  have  ex- 
perienced more  difficulty  than  usual  in 
securing  Indian  crews,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence a  larger  percentage  of  white  men 
will  find  employment.  Last  season  23.' 
schooners  were  engaged  in  the  coast  cruise; 
this  season  not  more  than  14  or  16  will  be 
employed. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Conditions  have  im- 
proved slightly,  but  there  is  still  a  number 
of  unemployed  in  all  branches  of  the  trade. 
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The  Carpenters'  Union  has  submitted  a  new 
schedule  of  wages  to  employers,  to  take' 
effect  on  May  1,  which  calls  for  $3.50  for 
eight  hours'  work  ;  the  present  rate  is  $3 
for  eight  hours. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Moulders  are  busy.  Machinists  re- 
port plenty  of  work  for  the  regular  hands, 
but  during  the  winter  season  there  is  al- 
ways a  surplus,  caused  by  the  influex  of 
marine  engineers,  who  work  as  machinists! 
between  the  closing  and  opening  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  northern  rivers.  Electrical' 
workers  and  linemen  report  a  scarcity  of 
work.  For  blacksmiths  and  horseshoers 
trade  is  dull,  short  hours  prevailing  in 
nearly  all  shops.  The  Blacksmiths'  Union} 
is  endeavouring  to  establish  a  standards 
minimum  wage  and  shorter  hours.  The; 
present  rate  of  pay  is  $3  to  $3.50  for  a  ten- 
hour  day.  The  new  schedule  establishes 
$3.50  as  the  minimum  rate  for  a  day  of  nine 
hours.  Employers  have  been  requested  to 
see  that  the  new  schedule  will  take  effect  on 
April  1.  Boilermakers  and  their  helpers1 
are  fully  employed,  and  commenced  work- 
ing full  time  early  in  February.  Boiler- 
makers' helpers  have  had  their  minimum 
wage  raised  from  20  cents  to  25  cents  per 
hour.  General  activity  prevails  in  the  ship- 
yards and  as  a  consequence  shipwrights: 
and  caulkers  have  constant  employment. 

Printing     and    allied    trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders   are  fairly  well 
■  employed,  but  there  are  a  few  printers  out 
i  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  quiet.  Garment  workers  are 
busy  and  shops  are  running  to  their  full 
capacity. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers' 
have  had  a  fair  month.  Cigarmakers  are 
all  at  work  and  trade  is  increasing. 

Leather  trades. — Harness  makers  and 
saddlers  report  trade  good.  The  recently 
formed  union  embraces  all  journeymen  in 
the  trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  well  employ- 
ed. Clerks  have  had  a  good  month  and  con- 
ditions are  improving. 


Transport. — Steamboatmen  are  organiz- 
ing for  the  coming  season,  a  strong  branch 
of  the  Provincial  Association  having  been' 
formed  here  during  the  month.  Longshore- 
men report  work  fair.  Street  railway  men 
are  well  employed,  and  so  are  teamsters  and 
expressmen. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  still  a  very 
large  surplus  on  the  market. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Crofton. — The  smelter,  which  has  been 
shut  down  for  the  past  few  months,  will 
resume  work  again  about  March  1. 

Sydney. — The  saw-mill  owned  by  the  To- 
ronto and  British  Columbia  Lumber  Com- 
pany, which  has  been  idle  for  the  past 
seven  years,  is  about  to  be  refitted  and  put 
in  operation  again.  A  Seattle  syndicate  has 
leased  the  mill  for  a  term  of  five  years, 
and  announces  that  it  will  be  run  to  its  full 
capacity. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Spencer,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  in 
this  city  for  the  past  month  has  been  dull 
owing  to  labour  troubles.  In  the  rest  of 
the  district  it  has  been  fair,  especially  in 
the  lumber  camps  which  are  working  when 
the  weather  permits.  In  commercial  circles 
business  is  very  dull  and  uncertain  and 
general  business  is  very  quiet.  The  miners 
employed  by  the  Western  Fuel  Company 
are  on  strike.  Under  the  old  company  the 
men  had  an  agreement  calling  for  thirty 
days'  notice  on  either  side  before  making 
any  change  in  wages.  The  new  company 
stopped  paying  25  cents  per  day  for  those 
using  safety  lamps  without  any  notice 
being  given  and  the  men  called  a  mass 
meeting  on  February  13,  and  sent  the  com- 
mittee to  see  the  management.  The  men 
met  again  on  the  16th  to  hear  the  report. 
On  the  company  refusing  to  pay  the  25 
cents  they  stopped  work,  and  at  the  same 
time  notified  the  company  that  they  wanted 
a    general    advance    on    March    1.        The 
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committee  has  had  several  interviews  with 
the  company,  but,  as  yet,  has  come  to  no 
settlement. 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

In  the  fishing  industry  there  has  been  a 
great  improvement.  Immense  shoals  of 
herring  spawn  on  the  islands  around  here, 
but  no  attention  has  been  paid  to  them  be- 
fore this  year.  There  are  now  three  small 
companies  who  have  been  very  busy  salting 
and  otherwise  using  up  the  fish  with  good 
success. 

In  the  lumber  camps  business  still  keeps 
good  and  the  camps  cannot  supply  the  full 
demand. 


Quartz  mining  is  very  quieto  Coal  min- 
ing outside  of  this  city  is  steady,  there 
being  steady  work  for  those  employed,  but 
there  are  a  large  number  of  men  out  of 
work. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Work  in  all  the  build- 
ing trades  is  very  dull. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — There  is  not  much  doing  in  the 
metal  trades.  Blacksmiths  and  carriage- 
makers  report  business  as  dull. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  very  little 
work  for  unskilled  labour  at  present. 


THE  WORK  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOUR. 

THE  second  annual  report  of  the  De-  to  fulfil  its  original  functions  in  supplying 
partment  of  Labour  to  Parliament  current  information  on  industrial  subjects, 
was  published  during  the  past  month,  and  and  in  providing  a  means  for  recording  the. 
is  now  available  for  distribution.  The  re-  results  of  special  investigations  conducted 
port,  in  as  concise  form  as  possible,  de-  by  the  department,  a  few  material  changes 
scribes  the  work  of  the  department  during  have  been  made,  as  mentioned  in  the  report, 
the  fiscal  year  ended  on  June  30,  1902.  with  a  view  to  increasing  further  its  gen- 
There  are  ninety-six  pages  in  all,  compared  eral  accuracy  and  value, 
with  sixty-seven  pages  of  the  report  for  the 

previous  year.    On  the  whole  a  thoroughly  Reports  of  Local  Correspondents.       | 

satisfactory  rate  of  progress  is  indicated,  as 

will  be  seen  from  the  following  resume  of        During  the  year  the  plan  was  adopted  oi 
contents.    The  report  follows  the  model  of  /supplying    the    local    correspondents    witt 

the  earlier  report  in  regard  to  arrangement,'  forms,    containing   instructions   as    to   the 

the  subject  matter,  as  in  1901,  being  divid-  kind  of  information  to  be  reported  upon 
ed  into  six  parts,  as  follows  : — 

and    publication    of    the 


disputes 


I. — The    preparation 
Labour  Gazette. 

II. — The     settlement    of     industrial 
under  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900. 

III. — The  carrying  out  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Commons  of  March,  1900,  and  securing 


and  the  order  of  its  arrangement  in  the  re 

port,  the  object  being,  among  other  things 

to  secure  as  large  a  degree  of  uniformity 

in  the  reports  as  possible.       The  reports 

which  are  returned  to  the  department  or 

these  forms,  are,  as  before,  carefully  edited 
to   those  employed  on  public  work  payment  ot 
fair  wages,   and  the   performance  of  the  work\   and  all  irrelevant  or  controversial  matte: 

under   proper  conditions.  \excluded.       Copies  of  the  forms,  which  ar* 

IV. — The  library  of  the   department.  Y  Ai  j  •     *v 

tT   m,  ,  ,    ..       ,  _  *„,„_*„,     sent  to  the  correspondents,  are  given  in  tn> 

V.  The  correspondence  and  other  departmental       ^u  *  >  o  ^ 

annual  report.     The  information  require 
as    indicated    therein,    falls    under    thre 
headings:       (1.)  The  general  condition  o 
the  labour  market  during  the  month.     (2. 


work 
VI.  The  revenue  and  expenditure. 

I.  THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE. 


While  the  Labour   Gazette,  during  the     The  condition  of  local  industries.     (3.)  Tli 
period  covered  by  the  report,  has  continued     condition  of  particular  trades. 
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In  addition  to  these  special  reports,  par- 
ticular attention  is  directed  to  a  monthly- 
review  of  industrial  and  labour  conditions, 
which  is  now  a  regular  feature  of  the 
Gazette,  and  in  the  preparation  of  which 
the  information  supplied  by  correspon- 
dents has  been  materially  supplemented 
from  the  press  of  the  Dominion  and  other 
sources. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs. 

The  same  method  has  been  carried  on  as 
in  the  previous  year,  with  regard  to  obtain- 
ing and  publishing  facts  concerning  strikes 
and  lock-outs,  and  copies  of  the  forms 
which  are  sent  out  to  the  parties  in  dispute, 
or  their  representatives,  are  given  in  the 
report.  The  percentage  of  replies  received 
last  year  from  parties  to  industrial  dis- 
putes was  larger  than  during  the  previous 
year,  a  fact  which  shows  that  the  import- 
ance of  this  work  is  being  more  fully  un- 
derstood and  appreciated. 

Reports  of  Departments  and  Bureaus. 

The  monthly  reviews  of  important  official 
and  government  publications  of  Canada 
and  other  countries  is  a  feature  of  the 
Gazette  which  has  been  developed  to  con- 
siderable advantage. 

Legal  Decisions  Affecting  Labour. 

The  department  has  continued  to  publish 
in  the  Gazette  monthly-  notes  of  legal  de- 
cisions delivered  in  Canadian  courts,  which 
are  of  immediate  interest  to  labour.    Under 
this  heading  cases  such  as  the  following 
'  have   received   attention:    the   liability   of 
companies    for    negligence;    the    infringe- 
ment of  union  trade  marks;  the  non-pay- 
ment of  wages  in  accordance  with  specified 
conditions;  the  employment  of  women  and 
children;  the  liability  of  trade  unions  for 
;  the  actions  of  their  members ;  the  liabili- 
'  ties  of  trade  union  funds;  the  employment 
of  alien  labour;  Sunday  labour;  violation 
of  the  Factories  Acts,  &c,  &c. 

Subjects  of  Special  Investigation  by  the 
Department. 

The  report  mentions  the  following  sub- 
jects which  were  dealt  with  in  special  ar- 


ticles in  the  Gazette  during  the  year:  sta- 
tistical tables  on  rates  of  wages,  and  on  the 
cost  of  living  in  Canada;  industries  of 
Canada  and  labour  legislation  in  Canada. 
There  was  also  published  a  directory  of  la- 
bour organizations  in  Canada,  together  with 
a  series  of  special  articles  on  the  subject. 

Statistical  Tables  on  Rates  of  Wages. 

These  tables  had  been  begun  during  the 
previous  fiscal  year,  when  statistics  were 
given  with  regard  to  the  cigarmaking  trade, 
the  metal  trades,  and  certain  branches  of 
the  building  trades.  The  report  states  that 
in  the  past  year  statistics  were  published 
with  reference  to  the  building  trades,  wood- 
working trades,  carriage  and  wagon  making 
trades,  and  the  coopering  trades.  Copies 
of  the  circular  letters  and  schedules  which 
were  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
these  statistics,  are  included  in  the  report. 

Cost  of  Living  Schedules. 

The  report  draws  attention  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  investigation  concerning 
the  cost  of  living  in  Canada,  and  stating 
that  the  department  has  received  many  as- 
surances that  this  branch  of  its  work  has 
been  of  immediate  assistance  to  those  for 
whose  benefit  it  was  intended.  As  in  for- 
mer cases,  the  report  gives  copies  of  the 
schedules  which  were  used  in  making  these 
inquiries.  These  were  of  two  kinds,  one 
relating  to  retail  prices  of  food,  and  the 
other  to  the  cost  of  board,  lodging  and  rent. 

The  Industries  of  Canada. 

In  continuation  of  the  series  of  articles 
on  special  industries  of  Canada,  which  ap- 
peared during  the  former  year,  the  report 
states  that  the  dairying  industry  was  made 
the  subject  of  a  special  investigation  dur- 
ing 1902.  The  general  plan  of  sending 
schedules  to  interested  parties  was  adopted 
throughout. 

Labour  Legislation  in  Canada. 

The  compilation  and  classification  of  la- 
bour legislation  enacted  in  Canada,  com- 
menced during  the  preceding  year,  was 
continued   with   regard   to   legislation   for 
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the  protection  of  employees  on  railways, 
those  having  to  work  abont  machinery,  and 
those  on  ships,  and  also  as  to  legislation 
specially  affecting  apprentices.  There  were, 
besides,  articles  on  trade  union  legislation 
and  on  some  of  the  legal  aspects  of  Sunday 
labour,  as  well  as  reviews  of  the  Dominion 
and  provincial  labour  legislation  passed 
during  the  session  of  1901-2. 

Government  Commissions  Affecting 
Labour. 

Special  attention  was  devoted  in  the  Ga- 
zette to  the  government  commissions  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  subjects  of  import- 
ance to  labour.  Such  were  the  Royal  Com- 
mission on  Chinese  and  Japanese  immigra- 
tion, and  the  British  Columbia  fisheries 
commission,  whose  report  has  not  yet  been 
presented  to  Parliament. 

Directory  of  Labour  Organizations. 

The  report  indicates  fully  the  methods 
pursued  in  securing  and  classifying  for  the 
Gazette  the  information  with  regard  to  the 
trades  organizations  in  Canada.  In  the 
classification  an  attempt  was  made  (1)  to 
indicate  the  nature  and  extent  of  organi- 
zation in  general  as  well  as  in  individual 
trades;  (2)  to  define  the  areas  over  which, 
and  the  localities  in  which,  organization 
exists,  and  (3)  to  show  the  chronological 
development  of  organization  as  a  whole, 
and  in  particular  groups  of  trades. 

II.  CONCILIATION  AND  ARBITRA- 
TION. 

In  Part  II.  of  the  report  an  account  is 
given  of  the  work  of  the  department  in  the 
settlement  of  labour  disputes  during  the 
year  1901-2.  Its  friendly  intervention  was 
sought  in  eleven  cases,  of  which  the  most 
important  were  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  and  at 
Rossland,  B.C.  The  report  states  that  in 
six  of  the  disputes  a  settlement  was  effected 
within  two  days  after  the  arrival  of  the 
conciliator,  and  in  three  on  the  very  day 
when  negotiations  were  begun.  In  four 
i  cases  the  aid  of  the  department  had  been 
requested  too  late,  as  the  employers  claimed 


to  be  no  longer  embarrassed.  The  report 
contains  full  accounts  of  the  six  most  im- 
portant strikes  in  which  its  intervention 
was  asked.  In  summing  up  results,  the  re- 
port says :  '  Comparing  the  work  of  the  de- 
partment under  the  Conciliation  Act,  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  1901-2,  with  what  was 
achieved  during  the  ten  months  of  the  pre- 
vious fiscal  year,  it  will  be  seen  that,  where- 
as there  were  five  applications  for  the  in- 
tervention of  the  department  during  the 
first  year  of  its  existence,  the  number  was 
increased  to  eleven,  or  more  than  double, 
during  the  last  fiscal  year.  .  .  .  There 
is  also  every  reason  to  believe  that  what  has 
been  accomplished  in  this  way  has  been 
helpful  in  causing  the  practical  workings 
of  the  methods  of  conciliation  and  arbitra- 
tion to  be  better  understood,  and  of  en- 
couraging their  adoption  as  a  means  of 
preventing  industrial  war  and  of  securing 
and  preserving  industrial  peace.' 

III.  FAIR  WAGES  ON  PUBLIC  CON- 
TRACT WORK. 

The  report  divides  the  work  of  the  Fair 
Schedules  Branch  into  three  parts,  which 
are  in  brief : 

1.  The  preparation  of  fair  wages 
schedules  for  insertion  in  government  con- 
tracts. 

2.  The  investigation  of  complaints 
against  contractors  for  non-payment  of 
these  wages. 

3.  Correspondence  concerning  conditions 
of  work  and  current  rates  in  different  loca- 
lities. 

The  report  describes  the  methods  pursued 
in  this  branch,  and  gives  tabulated  state- 
ments of  all  government  contracts  which 
contained  fair  wages  schedules  during  the 
fiscal  year  1901-2.  These  contraets  were 
given  out  by  the  Department  of  Public 
"Works,  Railways  and  Canals,  Marine  and 
Fisheries,  the  Post  Office,  and  Militia  and 
Defence. 

During  the  year  seventeen  complaints 
against  contractors  were  investigated  by 
the  department. 
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IV.  THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  DEPART- 
MENT. 

With   regard   to   the   library,   the   report 

says :  '  During  the  year  the  department  has 
made  special  efforts  to  increase  its  collec- 
tion of  reports  and  other  documents  having 
to  do  with  industrial  and  labour  conditions 
in  Canada  and  other  countries,  and  to  im- 
prove in  various  ways  its  library  of  labour 
literature.  An  important  work  in  this 
connection  has  been  the  classification  of  the 
reports  and  other  documents  gathered  by 
the  department  during  the  past  and  pre- 
vious years,  and  the  preparation  of  a  fef er- 
ence  catalogue.  .  .  .  The  collection  of 
trade  and  labour  journals  includes  an  al- 
most complete  set  of  the  current  publica- 
tions issued  as  the  official  journals  of  labour 
organizations  publishing  such,  the  more 
important  trade  journals  of  the  Dominion, 
and  other  periodicals.' 

A  catalogue  of  the  library  of  the  depart- 
ment is  given  in  the  report. 

V.  CORRESPONDENCE   AND   OTHER 
DEPARTMENTAL  WORK. 

The  report  states  that  during  the  year 
the  department  has  been  called  upon  to 
make  a  number  of  special  investigations  in 
answer  to  inquiries  received  from  govern- 
ments,  societies   and   individuals   in  many 


parts  of  the  world.  An  estimate  is  made 
that  the  number  of  separate  communica- 
tions mailed  from  the  department  varies 
from  2,000  to  5,000  per  month. 

Printing  and  Circulation  of  Labour 

Gazette. 

The  report  places  the  total  average 
monthly  circulation  of  the  Labour  Gazette 
during  the  past  fiscal  year  at  8,370  copies, 
compared  with  6,912  in  1900-1.  Of  the 
former  number  5,648  were  on  account  of 
annual  subscriptions,  indicating  an  average 
increase  during  the  year  of  1,458  subscrip- 
tions, the  subscription  for  the  first  year 
having  been  4,394. 

VI.  REVENUE    AND    EXPENDITURE. 

The  report  states  in  conclusion,  that  the 
net  revenue  of  the  department,  derived 
from  subscriptions  to  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette amounted  to  $1,061.13.  The  total  ex- 
penditure, including  salaries,  publishing 
the  Gazette,  expenses  on  stationery  account, 
travelling  expenses  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  fair  wages  officers,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  industrial  disputes,  and  all  other 
expenses,  amounted  to  $31,963.62. 


STRIKE  OF  EMPLOYEES  OF  CROW'S  NEST  PASS  COAL  COMPANY, 

FERNIE,  B.C. 

ON  the  11th  February  a  strike  involving  Summary   of   Employees   of   Crow's   Nest   Pass 

all  of  the  employees  in  the  mines  of  the  Coal  Co^^  affected  b*  strike' 

Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company,  Ltd.,  took  Fe™ie  Mi^s- 

Miners lo7 

place  at  the  company s   collieries   at   Coal  Daymen,  inside 195 

Creek,  Michel  and  Morrisey,  three  mining  Day  men'  outside _!!     431 

camps  in  the  vicinity  of  Fernie,  B.C.     The  Michel  Mines- 
strike  was  occasioned  by  the  refusal  of  the            Miners   ••••    • J-36 

d      _  Day  men,  inside 142 

company  to  meet  a  committee  of  a  newly  Day  men,  outside 94 

formed  district  union  embracing  represen-  Morrissey  Mines— 

tatives  from  the  local  unions  of  the  com-  Miners 201 

pany's  employees   at   the   collieries   named.  ga"y  Sen',  ISftsWe. .'"777.7  .7  7    ^6 

All   of  the   employees,   to   the   number   of  405 

„i       .    .,  KArk  xi  j-  i  Fernie  coke  ovens 93 

about  1,500,   were  -thrown   out   of   employ-      Michel  coke  ovens 62 

ment  in  consequence  of  the  strike.  General  work,  outside 100 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  statement  Total  , 1,463 

by  the  company  of  the  men  in  its  employ  Age— 21  years  and  over 1,438 

on  the  day  previous  to  the  strike,  and  who,  Under  21  years 25 

in  consequence  were  effected  by  it : —  1,463 


_.  j 


674 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


March,  1903 


A  statement  prepared  by  the  committee 
of  the  district  union  gives  the  following  as 
the  number  of  employees  of  the  company 
in  good  standing  as  members  of  the  local 
unions  on  the  date  at  which  the  strike  was 
declared,  and  of  the  numbers  who  have  been 
added  since  that  time : — 


Name  of  Union. 

Member- 
ship   on 
Feb.  11. 

Member- 
ship   on 
Feb.  27. 

Gladstone  Miner's  Union, 

Michel  Miner's  Union.... 
Morrissey  Miner's  Union. 

226 
179 
298 

397 
256 
352 

Total  in  district..    .. 

703 

1,005 

Effects  of  Strike. 

The  statements  of  the  number  of  em- 
ployees of  the  company  or  of  the  numbers 
who  are  members  of  the  local  unions  do 
not,  unfortunately,  give  any  indication  of 
the  number  of  persons  affected  by  the  strike, 
or  likely  to  be  affected  through  its  continu- 
ance. It  may  be  said  that  from  50  to  75 
per  cent  of  the  mining  industry  of  the  pro- 
vince of  British  Columbia  is  dependent  for 
the  supply  of  coke  and  coal  upon  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Coal  Company.  Virtually  all 
of  the  metaliferous  mines  of  the  province 
obtain  their  coal  for  power  purposes,  and 
the  smelters  the  coke  for  smelting  purposes, 
from  the  Crow's  Nest  Company,  the  cost 
of  transportation  of  coal  from  Vancouver 
Island  being  such  as  to  prevent  the  coal 
from  that  island  coming  into  serious  com- 
petition with  the  coal  of  the  Crow's  Nest 
Company,  the  only  coal  company  doing  any 
considerable  business  on  the  mainland. 

Although  the  strike  had  been  in  existence 
only  a  little  over  two  weeks  at  the  close  of 
the  month,  the  mining  industry  of  the  pro- 
vince was  beginning  to  feel  embarrassment 
in  consequence  of  it,  and  at  some  of  the 
smelters,  a  few  of  the  furnaces  had  been 
closed  down.  Efforts  were  being  made  to 
obtain  coke  from  the  United  States,  but  it 
was  greatly  feared  that  a  coal  and  coke 
famine  might  ensue  which  would  result  in 
closing  down  some  of  the  mines  and  smelt- 
ers, either  partially  or  altogether,  and  the 


throwing  out  of  employment  of  several 
thousand  men,  in  the  chief  mining  and 
smelting  centres  of  the  province.  Other 
industries  were  also  slightly  affected  before 
the  end  of  the  month,  and  promised  to  be 
more  seriously  embarrassed  if  the  strike 
continued.  Notable  in  this  connection  was 
the  transport  industry.  Several  crews  on 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  had  been  laid 
off  in  consequence  of  the  diminished  carry- 
ing trade,  and  this  number  threatened  to 
increase  daily.  .  When  it  is  remembered 
that  mining  is  the  chief  industry  of  the 
province,  and  account  is  taken  of  the  num- 
ber of  trades  and  callings  likely  to  be  affect- 
ed by  any  embarrassment  to  the  chief  in- 
dustry, it  will  be  seen  how  wide  and  far- 
reaching  might  be  the  disaster  consequent 
upon  a  prolonged  strike  of  the  Crow's  Nest 
Pass  Company's  employees. 

Intervention   of   Dominion   Government. 

Anticipating  the  disastrous  effects  which 
this  strike  might  have,  not  only  upon  em- 
ployers and  workmen,  but  on  the  province 
of  British  Columbia,  Sir  William  Mulock, 
Minister  of  Labour,  at  the  request  of  the 
Honourable  Senator  Templeman,  of  Vic- 
toria, B.C.,  instructed  Mr.  King,  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  to  proceed  to  British 
Columbia  with  a  view  to  lending  the  good 
offices  of  the  government  towards  effecting 
a  settlement  under  the  Conciliation  Act, 
1900.  Mr.  King  arrived  at  Fernie  on  Feb- 
ruary 24.  An  investigation  of  the  difficul- 
ties disclosed  the  fact  that  the  recognition 
of  a  committee  of  a  newly-formed  district 
union  was  the  principal  issue,  and  that 
neither  of  the  parties  were  prepared  to  have 
any  dealings  with  the  other  until  this  point 
had  been  determined.  As  a  consequence  the 
determination  of  the  issue  had,  for  the  time 
being,  to  be  left  to  the  relative  strength  oi 
the  parties,  the  question  being  one  which, 
from  its  nature,  precluded  the  possibility 
of  a  settlement  by  either  conciliation  or  ar- 
bitration. 

Report  of  the  Deputy  Minister. 

The  following  report  submitted  by  Mr. 
King  on  his  return  to  the  Honourable  the 
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Minister  of  Labour  will  help  to  explain  the 
exact  situation  of  affairs : — 

To  the  Honourable 

Sir  William  Mulock, 

Minister  of  Labour. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  here- 
:  with  a  report  on  the  result  of  my  investi- 
gation into  the  strike  of  the  employees  of 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  at 
Fernie,  B.C.,  which  investigation  was  made, 
in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  under 
the  Conciliation  Act,  1900. 

Cause  of  the  Strike. 

The  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company 
employs  men  at  its  mines,  in  three  different 
localities,  namely,  Coal  Creek;  Michel  and1 
Morrissey.  Employees  of  the  company  at* 
each  of  these  localities  have  formed  local' 
unions,  which  unions  hold  their  charters1 
from  the  Western  Federation  of  Miners, 
with  headquarters  at  Denver,  Col.  The1 
local  union  composed  of  employees  of  the' 
Coal  Creek  mines  was  formed  in  1899,  and: 
is  known  as  Gladstone  Miners'  Union  No. 
76  ;  the  union  at  Michel  known  as  the 
Michel  Miners'  Union  No.  166,  was  organi- 
zed April  20,  1902 ;  the  union  at  Morrissey, 
known  as  Morrissey  Miners'  Union  No. 
120,  on  July  27,  1902.  During  November 
last  it  was  decided  to  form  a  district  asso- 
ciation of  the  Western  Federation,  which 
should  be  composed  of  representatives  from 
each  of  the  local  unions  of  the  Crow's  Nest 
Pass  Coal  Company's  employees.  The  in- 
tention in  forming  this  association  was  to 
have,  if  possible,  all  matters  of  general' 
concern  to  the  company's  employees  dealt' 
with  by  the  District  Association.  The  as- 
sociation so  formed  received  a  charter  from 
the  Western  Federation  under  the  title  of 
Crow's  Nest  Valley  District  Union  No.  7, 
W.  F.  of  M.  It  was  organized  on  Novem- 
ber 25,  1902,  as  a  delegate  body,  composed 
of  an  equal  number  of  representatives  from 
each  of  the  three  local  unions. 

During  the  present  year  a  scale  of  wages 
and  a  set  of  regulations  governing  condi- 
tions of  employment  of  employees  of  the 
company  in  the  three  mines  was  drawn  up 
by  the  district  union.  On  February  5  a 
communication  was  sent  by  the  secretary 
of  the  District  Union  to  the  General  Man- 
ager of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Com- 
pany, stating  that  the  District  Union  de- 
sired an  interview  with  the  management, 
lat  which  interview  it  was  intended  to  pre- 
sent to  the  company  for  its  consideration  a 
.scale  of  wages  and  other  regulations  gov- 
3rning    conditions    of    employment    which 


had  been  drawn  up  by  the  union.  The  com- 
munication was  delivered  at  the  offices  of 
the  company  on  the  morning  of  February 
5,  but  was  not  acknowledged  by  the  com- 
pany. On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  the 
secretary  and  another  officer  of  the  District 
Union  called  upon  the  General  Manager 
to  ask  him  personally  if  the  interview  asked 
for  in  the  morning's  communication  would 
be  granted,  and  were  informed  that  the 
company  was  prepared  to  deal  with  its  own 
employees,  but  would  not  meet  the  union. 
On  the  morning  of  February  6  the  Dis- 
trict Union  sent  a  second  communication 
to  the  General  Manager  asking  for  an  in- 
terview with  the  District  Union  before 
three  o'clock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  day 
following.  No  reply  was  received  to  this 
communication.  The  District  Union  then 
notified  the  executive  committees  of  the 
local  unions  that  the  company  had  refused 
io  grant  it  an  interview,  and  on  Sunday, 
/February  8,  this  fact  having  been  communi- 
cated to  the  members  of  the  local  unions 
through  their  executive  committees,  a  vote 
was  taken  to  decide  whether  or  not  a  strike 
should  be  declared  because  of  the  company 
having  refused  to  meet  the  District  Union. 
The  total  number  of  votes  polled  by  the 
local  unions  was  small.  Of  the  votes  cast, 
however,  only  two  were  against  a  declara- 
tion of  the  strike.  On  Monday  the  9th  the 
District  Union  was  informed  by  the  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  committees  of  the  local 
unions  of  the  results  of  the  ballots  by  the 
respective  unions,  and  the  District  Union 
then  declared  that  a  strike  should  take 
place.  Notice  of  the  strike  being  declared 
was  given  on  Tuesday  the  10th,  and  at  7 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning  all  of  the 
miners  in  the  company's  employ  quit  work. 
From  this  statement  it  will  appear  that 
the  strike  commenced  and  continued  to  be 
carried  on  without  the  company  being  in 
possession  of  any  formal  statement  of 
grievances  from  its  employees.  The  refu- 
sal of  the  company  to  meet  the  committee 
of  the  district  union  was  the  reason  why 
no  formal  statement  of  grievances  had  been 
presented  to  it,  as  it  was  also  the  occasion 
of  the  strike.  While  the  company  refused 
to  deal  with  the  district  union  it  maintain- 
ed from  the  first  that  it  was  prepared  at  all 
times  to  meet  with  a  committee  of  its  em- 
ployees from  any  one  mine,  to  discuss  with 
them  and  to  endeavour  to  rectify,  if  neces- 
sary, any  grievances  which  might  exist. 
The  determination  of  the  company  to  deal 
with  its  employees  in  this  way  only  and  not 
to  meet  them  through  a  committee  of  the 
district  union,  and  the  equally  determined 
attitude  of  the  employees  to  meet  the  com- 
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pany  only  through  the  committee  of  the 
district  union  revealed  clearly  that  the  re- 
cognition of  the  union  was  the  real  issue 
between  the  parties. 

Settlement  Negotiations. 

Within  a  week  after  the  commencement 
of  the  strike  the  Fernie  Board  of  Trade 
took  steps  to  bring  about  a  joint  conference 
between  the  parties.  About  the  same  time 
the  Premier  of  British  Columbia  offered 
the  services  of  his  government  to  assist  in 
bringing  about  a  settlement  of  the  strike. 
The  Department  of  Labour  at  Ottawa  hav- 
ing been  appealed  to,  and  the  parties  noti- 
fied that  the  Dominion  government  would 
extend  its  good  offices  under  the  Concili- 
ation Act,  no  action  was  taken  by  the  par- 
ties in  regard  to  the  offer  of  the  Fernie 
Board  of  Trade  or  the  British  Columbia 
government. 

I  arrived  at  Fernie  on  the  morning  of  the 
24th  of  February,  and  on  that  morning  had 
an  interview  with  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  district  union,  who  explained 
to  me  the  causes  of  the  strike,  and  submit- 
ted a  list  of  grievances  which  they  stated  it 
had  been  their  intention  to  discuss  with  the 
company  had  they  been  granted  the  inter- 
view requested.  A  sworn  statement  by  the 
Manager  and  General  Superintendent  as 
to  the  average  earnings  of  the  miners  at  the 
three  collieries  of  the  company  having  ap- 
peared in  the  local  press  during  the  week 
previous,  led  the  committee  to  express  a 
desire  to  present  its  side  of  the  case  in  re- 
ference to  this  statement  of  the  company's, 
and  believing  that  the  wages  question  would 
be  the  first  to  come  up  for  consideration  in 
the  event  of  a  joint  conference  between  the 
parties  being  effected,  I  consented  to  re- 
ceive a  statement  from  the  employees  on 
this  point,  together  with  their  evidence  in 
support  of  the  same.  Flaving  had  a  lengthy 
interview  with  the  committee  of  the  men, 
I  then  called  at  the  office  of  the  company 
with  a  view  to  discussing  the  situation  with 
the  management.  The  General  Manager, 
Mr.  Tonkin,  had  left  on  the  day  previous  to 
attend  a  convention  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  called 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  mine  owners' 
association.  Mr.  J.  R.  Stockett,  the  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  in  Mr.  Tonkin's  ab- 
sence, undertook  to  represent  the  company, 
and  stated  the  company's  willingness  to  ac- 
cept the  good  offices  of  the  government.  I 
then  proceeded  to  discuss  with  him  the 
causes  of  the  strike  as  alleged  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  union,  and  the  several  griev- 
ances submitted  in  their  interview  with  me. 
I  received  from  him  a  statement  of  the  com- 


pany's attitude  in  regard  to  the  latter,  and 
also  a  statement  of  the  company's  attitude 
in  the  matter  of  dealing  with  its  employees,  j 
In  this  connection  Mr.  Stockett  stated  that  i 
while  the  company  was  always  willing  to 
meet  with   a   committee   of   its   employees  ! 
from  any  one  mine,  it  had  refused  to  meet 
a  committee  of  the  district  union.     More-  : 
over,  it  was  not  prepared  at  that  time  to 
meet  with  this  committee. 

The   interviews   which   I   had   with   Mr. 
Stockett  and  with  the  members  of  the  dis- 
trict union,  led  me  to  believe  that  if  a  joint 
conference  between  these  parties  could  in 
any  way  be  effected,  it  would  not  be  very  \ 
difficult  to  arrive  speedily  at  some  basis  of ' 
settlement,  and  I  consequently  made  every 
effort   to   bring   about   such   a   conference.  [ 
Any  departure  from  the  strict  letter  of  its 
original   stipulation   was   viewed,   however, 
by  each  side  in  the  light  of  a  concession  in 
the  matter  of  the  recognition  of  the  union, 
and  as  a  consequence  it  was  impossible  to 
bring   about    a   meeting   between    the    two 
parties. 

Having  come  to  the  conclusion  that  un- 
less some  modification  of  its  original  posi- 
tion was  made  by  either  party,  the  issue 
could  only  be  decided  as  the  result  of  a 
struggle  determining  the  relative  strength 
of  the  two  parties,  I  thought  it  well  that 
the  real  issue  should  be  distinctly  defined, 
and,  therefore,  after  explaining  to  each 
party  in  writing  the  attitude  of  the  other, 
asked  for  a  written  reply  giving  a  statement 
of  its  exact  position. 

Official  Statements  by  Parties. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  commu- 
nications addressed  to  the  company,  and 
the  union  committee  in  this  connection, 
and  of  their  respective  replies  : — 

Fernie,  B.C.,  Feb.  26,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — The  investigation  which  I  have 
been  making,  during  the  past  two  days,  into  the 
causes  of  the  present  dispute  between  the  Crow'i 
Nest  Past  Coal  Company,  and  its  employees,  at 
present  on  strike,  leads  me  to  believe  that  the 
real  question  at  issue  is  one  of  recognition  by 
the  company  of  District  Union  No.  7  of  the 
Western  Federation  of  Miners.  This  district  as- 
sociation is  composed  of  representatives  from 
the  local  unions  of  the  company's  employees  at 
Coal  Creek,  Michel  and  Morrissey.  The  commit 
tee  of  the  district  assocition  is  composed  of  nine 
members,  made  up  of  three  representatives  from 
each  of  the  local  unions.  This  committee  has  a 
wages  scale  and  other  demands  governing  the 
condition  of  employment  in  all  of  the  mines  of 
the  company,  which  it  wishes  to  present  to  the 
company.  It  is  alleged  by  the  district  commit- 
tee that  the  strike  was  declared  owing  to  the 
refusal  of  the  company  to  take  into  its  consid- 
eration any  demands  coming  to  it  from  the  dis- 
trict association.  It  is  further  alleged  that  th 
continued  refusal  of  the  company  to  meet  wit 
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the  committee  of  the  district  association  and  to 
consider  its  demands  is  the  cause  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  strike.  If  the  district  committee 
persists  in  demanding  that  its  recognition  by 
the  company  be  a  necessary  preliminary  to  any 
steps  towards  the  adjustment  of  the  present 
difficulties,  and  is  supported  by  the  employees 
of  the  company  in  this  attitude,  it  would  appear 
that  unless  the  company  were  prepared  to  re- 
cognize this  committee  the  present  difficulties 
can  only  be  determined  as  the  result  of  a  con- 
test in  which  the  issue  can  alone  be  decided  by 
the  relative  strength  of  the  parties,  and  that 
any  effort  to  terminate  the  present  difficulties 
either  by  conciliation  or  arbitration  would  be  of 
no  avail. 

That  there  may  be  a  perfectly  clear  under- 
standing as  to  the  attitude  of  both  parties,  I 
would  be  obliged  if  you  would  have  the  kind- 
ness to  give  me,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  a 
written  statement,  setting  forth  the  company's 
attitude  towards  its  employees  in  this  connec- 
tion. I  could  then  communicate  the  facts  to 
the  committee  managing  the  present  strike,  and 
ascertain  definitely  the  attitude  which  they  in- 
tend to  assume. 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Sgd.)     W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 

T.  R.   Stockett,  Esq., 
Gen.  Supt.  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co., 
Fernie,  B.C. 


Fernie,  B.C.,   Feb.   26,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of 
your  letter  26th  inst.,  relative  the  cessation  of 
work  at  the  several  mines  of  this  company. 

To  your  expression  '  present  dispute  between 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  and  its  em- 
ployees,' we  take  decided  exception.  So  far  as 
the  coal  company  is  concerned,  it  is  not  aware 
of  any  dispute  with  its  employees.  As  we  have 
already  informed  you,  the  men  ceased  work 
without  any  notification,  or  presentation  of 
grievances,  to  the  company,  nor  up  to  this  writ- 
ing have  we  received  any  notification  from  its 
employees  that  grievances  exist. 

As  to  the  company's  attitude  towards  its  em- 
ployees, we  think  that  the  wage-statements  pre- 
sented to  you  by  the  company,  and  your  per- 
sonal examination  of  the  pay-rolls,  and  signed 
statements  of  the  men,  and  your  expressions  of 
satisfaction  as  to  their  correctness,  should  be 
ample  prcof  of  the  company's  attitude.  Fur- 
ther than  this  we  would  say  that  the  company 
has  not  at  any  time  declined,  nor  does  it  now 
decline,  to  discuss  with  its  employees  or  a  com- 
mittee o£  its  employees,  the  grievances  which 
may,  or  which  may  seem  to  exist  at  that  mine, 
and  if  the  employees  of  any  mine  have  a  griev- 
ance we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  committee  of 
them  at  any  time  to  discuss  the  matter  with 
them  and  endeavour  to  rectify  the  same. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Sgd.)     THOS.  R.  STOCKETT,  Jr., 

General  Supt. 
Mr.  w.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour, 
Fernie,   B.C. 


to-day  received  a  communication  from  the  Gen- 
eral Superintendent  of  the  company,  in  which, 
among  other  things,  the  General  Superintendent 
says:  '  The  company  has  not  at  any  time  de- 
clined, nor  does  it  now  decline  to  discuss  with 
its  employees,  or  a  committee  of  its 
employees,  the  grievances  which  may,  or 
which  may  seem  to  exist  at  that  mine,  and  if 
the  employees  of  any  mine  have  a  grievance  we 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  committee  of  them  at 
any  time  to  discuss  the  matter  with  them,  and 
endeavour  to  rectify  the  same.'  Elsewhere  in 
his  communication  the  General  Superintendent 
says:  '  The  men  ceased  work  without  any  notifi- 
cation or  presentation  of  grievances  to  the  com- 
pany, nor  up  to  this  writng  have  we  received 
any  notification  from  its  employees  that  griev- 
ances exist.' 

In  my  communication  to  the  General  Superin- 
tendent asking  for  a  written  statement,  setting 
forth  the  company's  attitude  towards  its  em- 
ployees, I  mentioned  that  I  was  asking  for  this 
statement  that  there  might  be  a  perfectly  clear 
understanding  as  to  the  attitude  of  both  parties, 
and  that  I  might  communicate  the  facts  con- 
tained in  the  company's  statement  to  the  com- 
mittee managing  the  present  strike,  with  a  view 
to  ascertaining  definitely  the  attitude  which  they 
intended  to  assume.  I  have,  therefore,  to  re- 
spectfully request  that  your  committee  would 
inform  me  at  its  earliest  convenience  of  the  at- 
titude of  the  employees  towards  the  company, 
and  that  in  this  particular  connection  you  be 
kind  enough  to  state  clearly:  (1)  what  explana- 
tion the  committee  has  to  give  as  to  the  com- 
pany's statement  that  the  men  ceased  work 
without  any  notification  or  presentation  of 
grievances  to  the  company,  and  that  up  to  to- 
day no  notification  from1  its  employees  that 
grievances  exist  has  been  received  by  the  com- 
pany; and  (2)  what  attitude  the  employees  at 
present  on  strike  intend  to  assume  towards  the 
offer  of  the  company  to  receive  a  committee  of 
the  employees  at  any  mine  to  discuss  with  them 
any  grievances  which  may,  or  may  seem  to  ex- 
ist at  the  mine. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.    L.    MACKENZIE   KING, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 
J.   T.   Da  vies,   Esq., 
Sec.  District  Union,  No.  7,  W.  F.  of  M. 


Fernie,  B.C.,  Feb.  26,  1903. 
I  Dear  Sir, — In  reply  to  a  communication  sent 
by  me  to  the  General  Superintendent  of  the 
Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company,  in  reference  to 
the  present  strike  of  the  company's  employees, 
and  asking  for  a  statement  setting  forth  the 
company's  attitude  towards  its  employees,  I  have 
4 


Fernie,    B.C.,   Feb.   27,   1903 

Dear  Sir,— Replying  to  yours  of  the  26th  inst., 
I  would  say,  that  prior  to  the  strike  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  district  union  was  instructed  to  write 
Mr.  Tonkin  requesting  an  interview.  This  com- 
munication was  sent  but  remains  unanswered. 
After  waiting  a  reasonable  length  of  time  a  com- 
mitee  from  this  union  waited  on  Mr.  Tonkin  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  when  it  would  be 
convenient  for  him  to  have  a  meeting  with  the 
members  of  this  union,  the  said  meeting  being 
for  the  purpose  of  presenting  our  grievances. 
Mr.  Tonkin's  reply  was,  '  I  have  been  conferring 
with  the  Gladstone  Union  two  or  three  times  a 
week  and  am  getting  sick  and  tired  meeting 
committees.  I  am  ready  to  close  the  mines 
down  for  eight  months  if  necessary.' 

A  second  communication  asking  for  an  audi- 
ence with  the  management  was  sent  by  the 
district  union  on  the  6th  inst.,  a  copy  of  which 
is  hereto  attached,  but  was  not  acknowledged. 

As  ycu  have  been  already  informed  a  strike 
was  declared  at  Michel  some  time  in  November 
last.  While  this  strike  committee  was  discuss- 
ing matters  with  the  management,  he  stated 
that  he  had  been  informed  that  they  (the  miners 
of    the    three    mines)    were    contemplating    the 
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forming  of  a  district  union.  His  exact  language 
was  as  follows:  '  Now  you  fellows  are  getting 
down  to  business,  we  can  meet  and  discuss  mat- 
ters and  form  agreements  that  will  last  for  one, 
two  and  three  years.' 

This  union  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  away  with  those  monthly  strikes,  as  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  we  would  be  better  able 
to  handle  the  situation  through  an  executive 
board  consisting  of  three  men  from  each  mine. 
This  board  is  ready  and  willing  to  meet  the 
management  at  any  time  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting and  discussing  our  grievances. 

We  admit  that  the  management  has  not  been 
notified  officially  of  any  grievance.  He  himself 
is  to  blame  for  that.  He  ignored  our  communi- 
cations and  refused  our  committee  a  hearing. 

Very  respectfully  yours 

District  Union  No.  7,  W.F.M., 

JNO.   T.  DAVIES, 

Secretary. 
Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 

(Enclosure.) 


Fernie,  B.C.,  Feb.  7,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — We,  the  undersigned  constituting 
the  District  Board  of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners,  hereby  seek  an  audience  with  you  prior 
to  3  p.m.  Saturday,  February  7,  1903. 

(Signed)     J.  T.  DAVIES, 
Sec.-Treas.  C.N.V.D.U. 

COMMITTEE. 

Philip  Christopher,  Pres.    John  E.  Ballasky, 
John  Holbrook,  Vice-Pres.  Thos.  Letcher, 
Wm.  H.  Evans,  Henry  S.  Bell, 

Thos.  Davies,  John  E.  Ryan. 

To  J.  H.  Tonkin,  Esq., 
Gen.  Mgr.  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Co., 
Fernie,  B.C. 


February   5,   1903. 

An    interview    with    Manager    Tonkin    (also 

enclosed). 

Upon  entering  was  asked  by  the  manager  what 
business  we  were  upon. 

We  said  that  we  have  been  instructed  by  the 
district  board  to  see  him  for  the  purpose  of 
seeking  an  audience  with  him',  and  his  answer 
was,  when. 

We  replied  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  manager  informed  us  that  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  granting  interviews  to  the  execu- 
tive of  Gladstone  Dodge  No.  1,  as  he  termed  it, 
so  often  that  he  claimed  that  he  had  granted 
his  last  audience  to  them,  for  he  had  got  sick 
and  disgusted  at  meeting  them,  for  ever  since 
he  arrived  here  it  was  nothing  but  meeting  the 
executive  committee,  and  that  he  would  not 
grant  them  any  more  interviews. 

When  told  again  by  us  that  this  board  had 
never  met  him  nor  had  they  seeked  an  audience 
with  him  before  this  day. 

Mr.  Tonkin  again  asked  us  on  what  business 
this  board  wanted  to  see  him. 

We  then  told  him  that  we  had  not  come  to 
transact  any  business  at  all,  only  that  the  com- 
mittee wanted  an  audience  for  the  purpose  of 
coming  to  some  satisfaction  on  some  grievances, 
and  that  our  instructions  were  that  we  ask  for 
an  interview. 

Mr.  Tonkin  then  told  us  that  he  did  not  want 
to  discuss  any  grievances  with  any  union,  as  he 
did  not  know  that  any  existed,  but  he  said: 
'  Boys,  I  can  tell  you  that  I  know  more  of  what 
happens  at  your  meetings  than  you  know  your- 


selves, for  you  (meaning  the  union)  might  as 
well  admit  me  to  your  meetings  for  I  know 
everything  that  goes  on.' 

He  again  told  us  that  he  was  prepared,  if  ne- 
cessary, to  close  any  or  every  mine  if  they 
wished  to,  and  that  I  am  going  to  learn  you 
boys  a  lesson,  for  if  the  men  come  out  I  will 
make  a  general  cut  of  15  per  cent  all  round. 

Again  we  asked  for  an  audience. 

He  then  said  that  I  am  willing  to  meet  any  of 
my  employees  as  individuals  from  the  smallest 
driver  to  the  miner  and  that  as  man  to  man. 
But  as  a  union,  no,  never,  for  they  are  all  de- 
trimental to  me. 

So  with  the  compliments  of  the  evening  we 
departed. 

(Signed)     J.   T.   DAVIES, 

Sec'y   District  Board, 
One  of  the  Committee. 


Fernie,   Feb.   27,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  acknowledge  receipt 
of  your  communication  of  to-day  in  reply  to 
mine  of  yesterday,  asking  that  the  committee  of 
District  Union  No.  7  would  inform  me  of  the 
attitude  of  the  employees  towards  the  company, 
and  in  this  particular  connection  what  attitude 
the  employees  at  present  on  strike  intend  to 
assume  towards  the  offer  of  the  company  to  re- 
ceive a  committee  of  the  employees  of  any  mine 
to  discuss  with  them  any  grievances  which  may 
or  may  seem  to  exist  at  that  mine. 

I  notice  in  the  reply  received  to-day  that  you 
take  up  other  matters  mentioned  in  my  com- 
munication, but  you  do  not  state  definitely  the 
attitude  of  the  employees  towards  this  offer  of 
the  company.  Doubtless  this  is  an  oversight  in 
your  reply,  and  I  would  therefore  be  obliged  if 
you  could  let  me  have  a  direct  answer  on  this 
point. 

I  might  add  that  my  purpose  in  asking  for 
this  information  is  that  I  may  know  definitely 
the  attitude  of  each  of  the  parties  towards  the 
other. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 
J.  T.  Davies,  Esq., 

Sec.  Dist.  Union  No.  7. 


Fernie,  B.C.,  Feb.  27,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — I  desire  to  acknowledge  receipt  of: 
yours  of  this  a.m.  I  regret  very  much  that  I 
did  not  make  myself  plain  to  you  in  my  previous 
letter  and  assure  you  that  omissions  were  un- 
intentional. 

In  re  meeting  committees  from  the  mines 
separately.  This  matter  was  submitted  to  Mr. 
G.  F.  Dougherty  by  the  management.  He  re- 
ferred the  same  to  this  union  and  recommended 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  locals  for  theii 
action.  This  was  done,  and  the  locals  were  un- 
animous in  their  demand  that  the  district  unior 
deal  with  the  matter  all  through. 

In  view  of  this  fact  we  cannot  entertain  the 
proposition  of  meeting  separately  without  fur 
ther  instructions  from  the   locals. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
District   Association  No.    7,   W.F.M., 

JOHN   F.    DAVIES, 


Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 


Secretary. 


The  Present  Situation. 

From  the  replies  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pas 
Coal  Company,  Limited,  and  the  committe 
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of  the  District  Union,  it  will  be  perfectly 
clear  that  each  side  was  determined  to  ad- 
here to  the  position  maintained  by  it  at 
the  outset.  In  addition  to  the  written  com- 
munications definite  assurances  were  given 
from  each  of  the  parties  that  a  departure 
from  this  position  could  not  be  expected  for 
at  least  some  time  to  come,  and  both  were 
agreed  that  until  the  relative  strength  of 
the  parties  had  determined  the  question  of 
recognition,  conciliation  or  arbitration 
could  do  little,  if  anything,  towards  effect- 
ing a  termination  of  the  present  strike. 

Since  leaving  Fernie,  which  I  did  on  ohe 
28th  of  the  month,  I  have  learned  that  the 
government  of  British  Columbia  has  offered 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  a  commission  to  in- 
vestigate the  present  strike.  In  view  of 
the  possible  appointment  of  such  a  com- 
mission, and  also  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
the  grievances  of  the  employees  have  not  as 
yet  been  formally  considered  by  the  com- 
pany, and  consequently  have  not  come  to 
be  the  main  subjects  at  issue  in  the  present 
strike,  it  would  appear  that  any  pronounce- 
ment upon  the  respective  merits  of  the 
claims  of  the  contending  parties  would  be 
out  of  place  in  this  report. 

Wages  Statements  of  Parties. 

An  exception,  however,  is  called  for  in 
consequence    of     a     statement    contained 
in    the    reply    of    the    company    to    my 
communication    of    February      26.      The 
statement     *  as     to     the     company's     at- 
titude   towards    its    employees,    we  think 
that   the  wages  statements    presented   to 
you   by   the   company,    and  your  personal 
examination   of   the   pay-rolls    and   signed 
statements  of  the  men,   and  your  expres- 
sion   of   satisfaction    of   their    correctness 
should  be   ample  proof  of  the   company's 
attitude/  is  apt  to  be  misleading,  convey- 
ing, as  it  might,  the  impression  that  I  was 
quite  satisfied  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
company's  statement  of  the  average  earn- 
ings  of   the  miners   in   their   employ,    as 
published  in  the  Fernie  Free  Press    and 
already  referred    to.       My  expression    of 
satisfaction   as   to   the  correctness   of   the 
figures  shown  me  in  the   company's   pay- 
rolls had  reference  to  the  correctness  of  the 
entries    there    recorded,    from    the    signed 
statements  of  the  men,  but  did  not  have  re- 
ference to  the  correctness  of  the  methods 
in  which  the  averages  of  the  men's  earn- 
ings had  been  made  up  by  the  company, 
i  or  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  impression 
which    the    published    statement    of    these 
averages  was  likely  to  convey.    As  a  matter 
of  fact,  I  took  exception  at  the  outset  to 
the  method   in  which   these  averages  had 
41 


been  arrived  at,  and  when  later  I  came  to 
confer  with  the  committee  of  the  men  I 
found  that,  for  the  most  part,  the  ■  differ- 
ences in  the  returns  made  by  them  as  to 
the  net  earnings  which  they  received  and 
the  returns  made  by  the  company,  were  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  men  having  de- 
ducted from  their  net   earnings   amounts 
paid  out  for  powder,  oil,  smithing  and  sup- 
plies,  whereas   these  amounts  had  by  the 
company  been  included  as  part  of  the  net 
earnings,  and  this  was  the  point  to  which 
I  took  exception.     For  example  :    A  miner 
is  credited  with  having  mined  150  tons  of 
coal   at   40   cents   a   ton,   making   for   his 
earnings  a  total  of  $60.     Supposing  that 
in  mining  this   quantity   of   coal   he   was 
required  to  use  gun-powder  to  the  amount 
of  $5.     This  amount  he  would  be  required 
to  pay  out  of  his  own  pocket.     The  com- 
pany,  in  estimating  the  net  earninigs   of 
the  miner  in  this  case  would  have  put  them 
at  $60.    The  men,  on  the  other  hand,  would 
have  placed  the  net  earnings  at  $55.     To 
the  extent  to  which  the  company's  averages 
have  not  taken  necessary  outlays  of  this 
kind  into   consideration  I  think  that  the 
averages  in  their  published  statements  are 
misleading.     Other  alleged  methods  were 
cited  to  me  by  the  committee  of  the  men, 
showing   wherein   they   believed   the   com- 
pany's averages  had  been  placed  too  high. 
However,     as    it     is    possible    that    this 
matter    may    come     up     for     considera- 
tion  in   future   negotiations,   I   feel   that 
anything  other  than  a  mention  of  the  fact 
itself  would  not  be  justified  in  the  present 
report.     I  should  say  that  on  examination 
of  some  of  the  statements  shown  me  by  the 
men   I   found   that   in    arriving    at    their 
averages  they  had  deducted  in  some  cases 
from     the     statement     of     net     earnings 
amounts  which  ought  properly  to  have  been 
regarded  by  them  as  cash,  and  as  a  conse- 
quence their  returns  were  to  this  extent  in- 
correct.    Once  this  error  was  pointed  out, 
however,  the  error  itself  was  admitted,  and 
the  statements  immediately  withdrawn.     I 
need   only   add   that   my   sole   purpose   in 
touching  upon  any  controversial  matter  in 
this  report  is,  as  has  been  already  explained, 
that  a  wrongful  impression  may  not  be  con- 
veyed from  any  statements   contained  in 
communications  which  it  has  been  neces- 
sary to  publish  herewith. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 

Dept.  of  Labour, 

Ottawa,  March  4,  1903. 
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CO-OPERATIVE  STORES  AMONG  ATLANTIC  FISHERMEN. 


DUKING  the  month  of  February,  Dr. 
Wilfred  T.  Grenfell,  Superintendent 
of  the  Labrador  branch  of  the  Royal 
National  Mission  to  Deep  Sea  Fishermen, 
delivered  a  number  of  addresses  in  different 
parts  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  on  his  work 
among  the  fishermen  on  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board. Apart  from  the  interest  attaching 
to  these  lectures  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  the  mission,  they  served  to  give  to 
those  who  heard  them  a  very  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  economic  and  social 
conditions  surrounding  the  lives  of  the  men 
engaged  in  the  deep  sea  fisheries  along  the 
northern  coast  of  Newfoundland  and  the 
eastern  coast  of  Labrador. 


Beginnings  of   Co-operation. 

When  in  Ottawa,  Dr.  Grenfell  was  a  visi- 
tor at  the  Department  of  Labour,  and  while 
there  consented  to  be  interviewed  in  regard 
to  the  work  which  he  has  personally  under- 
taken among  the  fishermen  with  a  view  to 
bettering  their  economic  condition.  This 
work,  in  its  simplest  form,  has  consisted 
in  the  establishment  of  four  distributive 
co-operative  stores,  and  an  attempted  pro- 
ductive co-operative  mill.  Three  of  these 
stores  were  established  some  three  years  ago, 
and  the  fourth  one  during  the  present  win- 
ter. With  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  plan, 
Dr.  Grenfell  stated  that  he  advanced  $1,200 
with  which  to  start  the  system  of  co-opera- 
tive stores  as  a  measure  on  the  whole  best 
adapted  to  the  alleviation  of  the  more  pres- 
sing difficulties  of  their  situation.  The  in- 
tention was  that  this  amount  should  sub- 
sequently be  refunded  and  that  so  far  as 
possible  there  should  be  substituted  in  its 
stead  shares  derived  from  the  earnings  of 
individual  fishermen.  The  value  of  the 
shares  was  fixed  at  five  dollars  each,  no  limit 
being  put  upon  the  number  of  shares  which 
any  one  individual  might  hold.  At  first 
only  one  dollar  per  share  was  paid,  but 
interest  was  only  allowed  when  the  full 
amount  had  been  subscribed.  The  men 
were  also  permitted  to  draw  against  their 


five  dollars,  and  it  sometimes  happened 
that  they  would  take  it  out  and  conse- 
quently have  no  share  in  the  profits. 

Organization  of  the  Work. 

The  $1,200  advanced  by  Dr.  Grenfell  was 
on  the  understanding  that  the  fishermen 
would  also  subscribe  a  certain  amount. 
At  one  meeting  $80  were  thus  obtain- 
ed. As  soon  as  the  required  sum  was 
raised  a  bank  account  was  opened  with  the 
Bank  of  Montreal,  three  of  the  men  being 
required  to  sign  a  cheque,  when  any  money 
was  to  be  paid  out.  The  goods  were  sold 
for  cash,  the  selling  price  being  fixed  gen- 
erally by  adding  about  ten  per  cent  to  the 
cost,  though  occasionally  a  little  more  was 
added  on  articles,  such  as  tobacco,  which 
were  not  considered  necessaries.  Some 
losses  were  incurred  at  first,  largely  through 
lack  of  experience,  but  this  has  been  cor- 
rected with  time.  One  store  began  with  $800, 
and  in  six  months  had  done  $4,000  worth  of 
business.  About  one  hundred  families  in 
all  buy  from  these  stores,  and  the  system 
is  one  which  commends  itself  generally. 
The  manager  of  a  store  was  at  first  paid 
2£  per  cent,  and  afterwards  5  per  cent  on 
the  turn  over.  The  store  is  only  opened 
when  the  manager  comes  in  from  fishing, 
which  constitutes  his  main  occupation,  or 
at  certain  times,  when  the  people  tell  him 
what  they  are  in  need  of. 

Effect  on  Prices. 

The  inducement  that  first  led  to  the  es- 
tablishing of  these  stores  was  the  fact  that 
exorbitant  charges  were  being  made  against 
the  fishermen  for  the  ordinary  necessaries 
of  life,  flour,  for  instance,  being  sold  to 
them  at  $7.50  per  barrel,  when  it  could  be 
obtained  at  $3.50  in  larger  commercial 
centres.  The  co-operative  stores  have  ac- 
cordingly brought  about  great  reductions  in 
prices,  the  saving  effected  in  some  cases 
being  as  much  as  fifty  per  cent.  Salt,  for 
instance,  which  before  their  establishment 
was  sold  for  $2.50  per  barrel,  is  now  sold 
for  $1.60,  and  on  the  French  shore  for  $1.50. 
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The  stores  purchase  all  such  commodities 
as  are  usually  demanded  by  fishermen  and 
their  families,  viz.,  salt,  flour,  molasses, 
pork,  oilskin  clothes  and  other  similar  ne- 
cessaries. The  commodities  are  sold  to  the 
community  generally,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  the  profits  are  divided  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  shares  held. 

The  Co-operative  Schooner. 

An  important  auxiliary  in  connection 
with  the  work  of  the  stores  is  a  co-opera- 
tive schooner,  known  as  the  Co-operator,  of 
seventy-five  tons,  which  carries  the  goods 
required  for  distribution.  The  vessel  was 
built  in  Labrador,  Dr.  Grenfell  providing 
the  nails,  hardware  and  sails,  and  the  fish- 
ermen of  the  locality  giving  their  labour 
during  the  winter  season.  Shares  in  the 
schooner  were  subsequently  issued  to  Dr. 
Grenfell  and  to  those  who  built  it  accord- 
ing to  a  previously  arranged  agreement.  The 
profits  of  the  ship  are  derived  from  freight 
charges  paid  by  the  various  stores  supplied, 
the  five  sailors  who  man  the  schooner  being 
paid  ordinary  board  and  wages  as  regular 
employees.  $4,000  were  spent  for  equip- 
ment repairing,  wages  and  running  ex- 
penses, and  in  the  two  years  that  have 
lapsed  since  the  schooner  was  built,  $2,700 
have  been  earned.  In  a  couple  more  years 
it  is  expected  the  whole  amount  expended 
will  have  been  returned.  A  schooner  is 
being  built  this  winter  for  the  same 
service. 


Co-operative  Lumber  Mills. 

In  order  to  keep  the  men  occupied  during 
the  winter,  when  there  was  no  fishing,  a 
lumber  mill  has  been  erected,  Dr.  Grenfell 
having  obtained  from  the  Newfoundland 
government  permission  to  cut  timber  on 
certain  lands.  The  venture  so  far  has  not 
been  very  successful  financially,  owing  to 
the  inexperience  of  the  men  in  the  industry, 
and  the  use  of  English,  instead  of  American 
machinery.  About  10,000  logs,  however, 
were  sawn  last  year,  and,  after  certain  im- 
provements which  are  contemplated  are 
made,  the  mill  will  probably  do  much  better 
in  the  future. 

General  Results. 

The  co-operative  stores  have,  on  the 
whole,  been  productive  of  much  good.  They 
have  relieved  the  people  from  dependence 
on  merchants  who  were  accustomed  to 
charge  extravagant  prices  for  their  goods, 
and  they  have  been  the  means  of  training 
the  minds  of  those  interested  in  their  suc- 
cess by  teaching  them  how  to  conduct 
small  business  undertakings.  With  cheaper 
goods  the  standard  of  living  among  the 
fishermen  has  also  naturally  been  raised, 
as  they  are  now  enabled  to  buy  more  out  of 
their  earnings.  The  stores  have  thus  been 
the  means  of  helping  the  people  to*  make  a 
considerable  advance  in  their  mode  of  liv- 
ing, and  the  future  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  movement  will  accordingly 
be  watched  with  very  general  and  consid- 
erable interest. 


INTERVENTION  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOUR  IN  RE  WAGES  CLAIMS 
OF  EMPLOYEES  OF  THE  QUEBEC  SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  CO. 


o 


N  January  20  the  employees  of  the 
Southern  Division  of  the  Quebec 
Southern  Railway  quit  work  because  of  the 
non-receipt  by  that  date  of  wages  owing 
them  on  account  of  services  performed  and 
work  done  during  the  previous  month.  For 
some  time  the  employees  of  this  road  had 
experienced  difficulty  in  securing  their 
payments  regularly,  a  period  of  from  one  to 
two  months  having,  on  occasions,  elapsed 


before  amounts  owing  them  on  account  of 
wages  had  been  paid.  Two  or  three  times 
notices  were  served  on  the  company  that 
unless  payment  of  their  services  was  regu- 
larly made,  the  employees  would  cease 
working.  The  last  of  these  notices  was 
sent  to  the  president  of  the  company  on 
November  2.4  last.  It  was  signed  by  the 
employees  affected,  including  locomotive 
engineers    and    firemen,    conductors,   tele- 
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graphers,  brakemen,  maintenance-of-way 
men,  and  others,  about  130  employees  in 
all  being  concerned.  This  notice  was  as 
follows : — 

St.  Hyacinthe,  Nov.  24,  1902. 

To  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway  Co., 

In  the  person  of  its  President  Mr.  H.  A.  Hodge, 

Montreal,  Que. 

Dear  Sir, — In  consideration  of  the  fact  that 
wages  due  us  for  the  month  of  September  have 
not  yet  been  paid,  we,  the  undersigned,  em- 
ployees of  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway,  must 
respectfully  Insist  upon  payment  of  same,  inside 
of  twenty-four  hours  after  the  reception  of  this 
letter,  and  in  case  of  our  just  request  being 
ignored,  we  hereby  serve  notice  to  the  Quebec 
Southern  Railway,  that  we  shall  individually 
and  collectively  refuse  to  work  until  such  time 
as  the  matter  at  issue  has  been  satisfactorily 
adjusted  and  until  an  agreement  on  the  part  of 
the  company  has  been  signed  to  the  effect  that 
the  20th  of  each  month  will  be  considered  as 
the  extreme  limit  of  time  to  which  the  payment 
of  wages  for  the  preceding  month  can  be  de- 
layed. 

Trusting  this  ultimatum1  will  not  be  consid- 
ered on  our  part  as  a  desire  to  be  unpleasant  to 
any  officer  of  the  company,  but  as  a  necessity 
to  insure  our  and  our  families'  financial  welfare. 

We  remain,  respectfully  yours. 

(Signed   by  Employees.) 

To  this  comnmnication  no  written  ac- 
knowledgment was  given.  A  verbal  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  receipt  of  the  com- 
munication was  received  from  an  officer  of 
the  company  in  conference  with  certain  of 
the  employees  a  day  or  two  before  the  men 
stopped  work,  when  they  were  verbally  as- 
sured that  their  wages  would  be  paid  as 
soon  after  the  20th  as  possible,  on  or  before 
the  24th  of  the  month  being  given  as  the 
time  at  which  payment  would  be  made.  No 
written  acknowledgment  to  this  effect  hav- 
ing been  given,  however,  and  payment  not 
having  been  made  on  the  20th  of  the  month, 
all  of  the  employees  of  the  Southern  Divi- 
sion stopped  work  on  that  date. 

Intervention  of  Department  of  Labour. 

After  having  been  out  of  employment  for 
about  three  weeks  the  employees  of  the  rail- 
way in  question  made  application  to  the 
Department  of  Labour  for  its  intervention, 
under  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900,  with  a 
view  to  having  the  department  lend  its 
friendly  offices  in  bringing  about  a  settle- 
ment of  their  claims  against  the  company. 
On  February  13,  accordingly,  Mr.  King,  the 
Deputy    Minister    of    Labour,    visited    St. 


Hyacinthe  in  order  to  ascertain  the  facts 
bearing  on  the  situation  and  the  then  posi- 
tion of  affairs.     In  conversation  with   an 
agent  of  the  company  he  learned  that  the 
company  did  not  dispute  the  claim  of  its 
employees,  but  that  no  assurance  could  be 
definitely  given  as  to  the  time  at  which  pay- 
ment of  these  claims  would  be  satisfactorily 
made.     Through  inquiries  from  a  commit- 
tee of  the  employees  and  other  sources  he 
ascertained  that  the  stoppage  of  work  by 
the  employees  on  January  20  had  led  to  a 
total  cessation  of  operations  by  the  com- 
pany along  its  line  of  railway,  extending 
from  Sorel  to  Noyan  Junction,  a  distance 
of  about  eighty  miles  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  and  that  as  a  consequence  of  this 
cessation  of  operations  twenty  or  more  im- 
portant localities,  which  had  stations  along 
this  railway,  and  others  dependent  on  them, 
had  been  deprived  of  railway  transportation 
service.       Not  only  had  merchandize  and 
other  goods  not  been  shipped  or  received, 
but  car-loads  of  hay  and  other  commodities, 
which,  previous  to  the  stoppage  of  work, 
had  been  loaded  ready  for  shipment,  had 
since  that  time  been  left  stationary  and  un- 
moved from  the  places  of  loading.       Mm-h 
embarrassment  had  been   occasioned  from 
the  inability  of  people  to  move  from  one 
locality   to   the   other,   the   non-receipt   of 
mails,  and  other  difficulties  certain  to  arise 
over  any  area,  similarly  circumstanced,  de- 
pending for  its  means  of  communication 
on  one  particular  route. 

Apart  from  the  embarrassment  to  trade 
and  commerce  the  labour  market  had  in 
other  ways  been  seriously  affected.  For 
example,  at  one  or  two  important  stone 
works  along  the  route  workmen  had  been 
thrown  out  of  employment,  owing  to  the 
inability  of  their  employers  to  secure  stone 
from  their  quarries  not  far  distant,  the 
works  having  come  to  be  dependent  upon 
the  railway  for  the  supply  of  raw  material 
from  the  quarries.  Most  of  the  employees 
who  had  stopped  work  were  married  men, 
several  of  them  with  large  families,  and  to 
these  immediately,  as  to  many  others,  con- 
siderable distress  had  come  in  consequence 
of  the  cessation  of  employment. 


March,  1903 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


683 


Correspondence  with  the  Compnay. 

On  his  return  to  Ottawa  on  the  day  fol- 
lowing, the  deputy  minister  submitted  his 
report  on  the  situation  to  the  Hon.  Sir 
William  Mulock,  Minister  of  Labour.  On 
the  same  day  the  minister  sent  a  communi- 
cation to  the  president  of  the  railway  at 
Montreal,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

Department   of   Labour,    Canada, 

Ottawa,  Feb.  14,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — The  employees  of  the  Quebec 
Southern  Railway,  who,  on  the  20th  ultimo 
stopped  work  because  of  the  non-receipt  of 
wages  due,  and  who  up  to  the  present  time  have 
not  received  payment  cf  the  amounts  owing 
them,  have  made  application  to  the  government 
under  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900,  for  its  inter- 
vention with  a  view  to  the  bringing  about  of  a 
settlement  of  their  claims  against  your  com- 
pany. 

I  understand  from  investigations  made  by  my 
Deputy,  Mr.  King,  that  the  company  does  not 
dispute  the  claims  of  its  employees  but  that  in 
fact  it  intends  to  make  payment  of  the  amounts 
due.  If  this  is  the  intention  of  your  company, 
I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me 
immediately  of  the  date  at  which  the  employees 
may  expect  to  have  their  claims  settled,  but  if 
the  company  for  any  reason  does  not  intend 
to  make  an  immediate  settlement,  would  you 
kindly  inform  me  of  the  reason,  that  the  parties 
affected  may  be  acquainted  with  the  exact  posi- 
tion of  affairs. 

My  Deputy  further  informs  me  that  much  in- 
convenience and  hardship,  as  well  as  consider- 
able actual  loss,  is  being  experienced  daily  by 
farmers,  merchants,  employers  and  employees  as 
well  as  to  the  general  public,  in  the  towns  and 
villages  through  which  your  railway  passes  in 
consequence  of  its  operations  being  completely 
suspended,  and  that  redress  of  some  kind  is 
most  urgent.  I  will  be  obliged  if  you  will  let 
me  know  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  your 
company  to  resume  operations,  and  if  so,  at 
what  date  ;  also,  if  it  is  not  the  intention  to 
resume  operations  immediately,  whether  steps 
will  be  taken  towards  affording  temporary  re- 
lief to  parties  whose  business  interests  are 
suffering  severely  in  consequence  of  the  pre- 
sent cessation  of  operations. 

Yours  sincerely, 

(Sgd.)     W.  MULOCK, 
H.  A.  Hodge,  Esq.,  Minister  of  Labour. 

President  Quebec  Southern  Ry.  Company, 
Windsor  Hotel, 
Montreal,  Que. 

The  Company's  Reply. 

To  the  above  communication  from  the 
Minister  of  Labour  the  following  reply  was 
received  on  February  19  from  the  president 
of  the  company : — 

QUEBEC   SOUTHERN  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 

Office  of  the   President, 

26  St.  Sacrament  Street, 
H.  A.  Hodge,  Montreal,  Feb.  17,  1903. 

President. 
Dear  Sir, — Upon  my  return  from  an  absence 
of  several  weeks  I  find  your  letter  of  the  14th 


instant  with  reference  to  the  situation  on  the 
Southern  Division  of  the  Quebec  Southern  Rail- 
way. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  are  informed  as 
to  the  claims  made  by  the  employees  of  the 
Southern  Division,  or  the  reasons  leading  there- 
to. I  will  state,  therefore,  as  presented  they 
were  in  form  an  ultimatum  : 

First. — That  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway 
Company  must  enter  into  a  signed  agreement 
whereby  the  wages  for  each  month  shall  be 
paid  on  or  before  the  20th  of  the  month  next 
following. 

Second. — That  an  advance  in  wages  of  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent  be  allowed  said 
employees. 

As  to  the  first  demand,  previously  we  have 
made  every  effort  to  pay  on  the  day  mentioned, 
even  to  the  extent  of  running  special  trains 
to  do  so,  but  it  has  not  always  been  convenient 
for  us  to  do  so,  owing  to  the  difficulties  attend- 
ing the  reorganization  and  consolidation  of  the 
railways  now  known  under  the  name  of  the 
Quebec  Southern  ;  and  we  question  the  pro- 
priety of  asking  from  this  company  an  agree- 
ment as  to  principle  not  customary  with  other 
roads. 

On  January  20  I  was  in  New  York,  but  our 
Vice-President  with  our  employees  advised  them 
that  payment  of  wages  would  be  made  on  or 
before  the  24th,  but  they  left  the  service  of 
the  company  on  the  night  of  the  20th  regard- 
less of  this   assurance. 

As  to  the  second  demand  it  is,  in  view  of  the 
circumstances,  an  impossible  one  to  admit  or 
consider.  The  earnings  of  the  railway  under 
the  conditions  forced  upon  us  were  absolutely 
inadequate.  As  for  the  reasons  leading  up  to 
the  arbitrary  and  summary  action  of  the  em- 
ployees, I  can  only  say  that  they  are  not 
such  as  to  admit  of  discussion  by  correspond- 
ence; I  shall  be  pleased,  however,  to  go  into 
the  feature  of  the  case  with  you  or  your  re- 
presentative at  any  time. 

Replying  to  your  query  as  to  whether  we  ex- 
pect to  re-open  the  line,  and  if  so  at  what 
precise  date,  I  will  say  that  it  is  surely  our 
intention  to  re-establish  regular  service,  and 
I  had  hoped  to  do  so  early  this  week.  In  any 
event  negotiations  are  progressing  which  I  think 
will  enable  a  resumption  of  business  within  a 
very  short  time.  It  is  with  us  cause  for  regret 
that  this  interruption  should  have  occurred,  but 
with  the  difficulties  and  opposition  over  which 
I  have  no  control,  it  seems  to  have  been  a 
natural  sequence. 

On  general  principles  we  believe  in  paying 
good  wages  to  all  employees,  and  since  our 
taking  up  of  the  roads  making  up  the  Quebec 
Southern  slight  advances  have  been  made,  al- 
though, together  with  the  necessary  improve- 
ments, the  operations  of  the  line  represents  a 
large  personal  contribution  by  my  associates  and 
myself,  as  the  reports  submitted  to  the  Rail- 
way Department  will  show. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Sir  William  Mulock,        (Sgd.)     H.  A.  Hodge. 
Minister  of  Labour, 

Ottawa,  Ont. 

Further  Correspondence. 

Further  correspondence  passed  between 
the  Department  of  Labour  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway  Com- 
pany on  the  same  subject  prior  to  the  end 
of  the  month,  but  without  materially  alter- 
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ing  the  situation.  A  second  communica- 
tion received  from  the  President  of  the 
Quebec  Southern  repeated  the  promise  to 
open  the  line  without  much  further  delay, 
but  without  definitely  stating  the  date  at 
which  this  would  be  done.  A  request  for 
an  interview  with  a  representative  of  the 
department  was  also  made,  and  to  this  a  re- 
ply was  sent  on  the  last  day  of  the  month 
stating  that  this  interview  would  be  granted 
at  the  company's  convenience  on  receipt  of 
a  telegraphic  communication  naming  a 
particular  date. 

In  accordance  with  the  intention  men- 
tioned in  the  communication  of  the  Minis- 
ter to  the  President  of  the  railway,  a  copy 
of  the  reply  of  the  latter  to  the  Minister's 
letter  was  sent  to  the  committee  of  the 
company's  employees  conducting  the  nego- 
tiations on  their  behalf.  The  position  of 
the  employees  in  regard  to  the  communica- 
tion from  the  president  of  the  railway  may 
be  seen  from  the  following  letter  received 
by  the  department  from  a  member  of  the 
employees'  committee. 

St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  Feb.  21,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — Your  esteemed  favour  of  the  19th 
inst.  duly  received,  and  I  beg  to  thank  you 
heartily  for  the  information  given   therein. 

I  also  wish  to  express  the  gratitude  felt  by  all 
the  employees  of  the  Quebec  Southern  Rail- 
way, and  myself,  towards  Mr.  W.  L.  Mackenzie 
King     and     yourself     for     the     kindness   which 


prompted   the    investigation   now   made   by   the 
Department  of  Labour,  in  our  behalf. 

I  have  read  with  some  surprise  the  reply 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Quebec  Southern 
Railway  to  letter  of  the  14th,  but  outside  of 
the  declaration  which  I  made  personally  to  the 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour,  I  have  no  comment 
to  make  except  that  I  will  call  your  attention 
to  the  true  copy  of  the  original  ultimatum  sent 
Mr.  Hodge  by  the  representative  of  the  em- 
ployees (which  Mr.  Mackenzie  King  holds),  and 
you  will  readily  see  that  the  President  has 
either  been  wrongly  informed  or  has  willingly 
misrepresented  facts  in  bringing  forth  the 
schedule  question  as  a  cause  of  the  strike,  for 
it  has  really  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  the 
causes  as  stated  by  my  co-workers  and  myself  to 
Mr.  Mackenzie  King  are  the  only  true  and 
genuine. 

Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  disposition 
to  serve  our  cause,  I  am,  with  the  highest  con- 
sideration, 

Very  truly  yours. 

(Sgd.)     P.  H.  HEBERT. 
Mr.  R.  H.  Coats, 
Acting  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour, 
Ottawa,  Ont. 

An  Action  Brought. 

In  addition  to  the  situation  as  outlined 
in  the  above  correspondence  it  should  be 
mentioned  that  action  was  taken  in  the 
local  courts  during  February  by  eight  em- 
ployees of  the  company.  A  detailed  ac- 
count was  requested  by  the  company  from 
each  of  the  employees  bringing  suit  of  the 
number  of  days  and  hours'  work  performed 
in  the  service  of  the  company,  the  class  of 
work  in  question,  with  other  particulars. 
Judgment  was  still  pending  at  the  close  of 
the  month. 


THE'  COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY. 


IN  the  present  article  the  series  of  special 
reports  prepared  by  the  Department  of 
Labour  in  relation  to  conditions  in  Canada 
arising  out  of  the  strike  of  miners  in  the 
anthracite  regions  of  Pennsylvania  during 
1902,  is  continued,  and  is  devoted  to  a  sum- 
mary of  the  leading  developments  of  the 
situation  as  reported  during  the  month  of 
February.  The  information  presented  was 
obtained,  as  in  the  previous  articles,  almost 
wholly  from  three  sources,  viz. :  the  corres- 
pondents of  the  Labour  Gazette,  the  daily 
press  of  the  Dominion,  and  the  Department 
of  Customs,  Ottawa.  The  same  series  of 
headings  under  which  the  facts  were  pre- 


viously arranged  has  also  been  retained, 
reference  being  made  to  (1st)  the  fuel  sup- 
ply received  during  February;  (2nd)  priee 
movements ;  (3rd)  the  transportation  prob- 
lem ;  (4th)  municipal  action  ;  and  (5th^ 
the  outlook  for  the  balance  of  the  winter 
season. 

General  Summary  of  the  Situation. 

On  the  whole  public  anxiety  as  to  the 
further  continuance  of  the  fuel  famine  in 
Canada  may  be  regarded  as  having  prac- 
tically come  to  an  end  during  the  month  of 
February.  There  were  instances,  of  course, 
still  to  be  found  in  which  a  stringency  pre- 
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vailed  to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  a  few 
cases  were  reported  of  serious  interruptions 
to  industry  caused  by  a  shortage  of  fuel. 
At  Woodstock,  Ont.,  in  particular,  the  elec- 
tric light  company  of  the  place  found  it 
necessary  to  shorten  the  hours  of  street 
lighting  owing  to  lack  of  coal,  and  one  or 
two  factories  in  the  same  place,  and  in 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  were  also  considerably  em- 
barrassed. There  was  also  a  marked  short- 
age experienced  at  Sherbrooke,  Que.,  and 
the  severe  weather  of  the  month  on 
Prince  Edward  Island  caused  general 
anxiety  in  that  province,  owing  to  the 
small  supply  which  the  early  closing  of  na- 
vigation made  it  possible  to  secure.  In  the 
large  industrial  centres,  however,  of  Hali- 
fax, N.S.,  St.  John,  N.B.,  Quebec,  Que., 
St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  Montreal,  Que.,  Hull, 
Que.,  Ottawa,  Ont.,  Kingston,  Ont.,  To- 
ronto, Ont.,  London,  Ont.,  and  Winnipeg, 
Man.,  no  serious  embarrassment  of  the  kind 
was  reported.  In  western  Canada  generally, 
also,  conditions  may  be  considered  to  have 
regained  their  normal.  The  general  opin- 
ion, further,  that  the  question  of  the  fuel 
supply  for  the  balance  of  the  present  season 
is  no  longer  cause  for  anxiety,  was  evidenc- 
ed in  particular  by  the  almost  universal  dis- 
content with  the  high  level  which  prices  of 
coal,  in  spite  of  very  general  and  material 
reductions,  still  maintained  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  sending  up  for  trial,  at 
the  spring  assizes,  of  the  President  of  the 
Ontario  Coal  Association  for  alleged  im- 
proper combination  in  restraint  of  trade  is 
referred  to  elsewhere  in  the  present  issue 
of  the  Gazette;  and  in  various  cities, 
more  particularly  in  Quebec,  Ottawa  and 
Toronto,  very  widespread  discontent  with 
the  action  of  the  dealers  in  relation  to 
fuel  prices  was  expressed,  a  committee 
having  been  named  by  the  city  council 
of  Ottawa  to  investigate  the  whole  question 
of  prices  in  that  city.  A  particularly  pro- 
mising feature  at  the  end  of  the  month  was 
the  facility  with  which  the  Canadian  rail- 
way companies  were  meeting  the  demands 
for  fuel  transportation.  Thus  the  great 
majority  of  the  correspondents  of  the  La- 
bour Gazette  were  able  to  report  that  the 


transportation  problem  was  now  playing 
only  a  minor  part  in  the  situation  for  their 
several  localities.  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que., 
suffered  slightly,  and  the  city  of  Stratford, 
Ont.,  was  not  able  to  secure  a  full  coal  sup- 
ply, owing  to  scarcity  of  cars  between  the 
mines  and  Buffalo.  A  slight  shortage  of 
cars  for  purposes  of  wood  haulage  was  also 
reported  at  Guelph.  In  the  other  Canadian 
cities,  however,  no  difficulty  was  reported, 
and,  in  consequence,  the  special  heading 
devoted  to  the  transportation  difficulty  in 
previous  articles  of  the  present  series,  has 
been  omitted  below.  In  the  west  also  the 
general  situation  has  so  far  improved  as  not 
to  require  future  reference.  Further  parti- 
culars as  to  the  general  situation  and  out- 
look may  be  learned  from  the  following 
more  detailed  statements  derived  from  the 
sources  of  information  above  referred  to. 

Coal  Supply  Received  during  February. 

The  subjoined  table,  which  the  Labour 
Gazette  is  enabled  to  publish  through  the 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  Customs, 
will  show  at  a  glance  the  quantities  of  bi- 
tuminous and  anthracite  product  entered 
for  consumption  in  Canada  from  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  February.  Though  the  figures 
are  unrevised,  and  although  the  Canadian 
market  is  not  entirely  dependent  on  the 
United  States,  the  table  on  the  whole  may 
be  regarded  as  furnishing  a  fairly  complete 
body  of  information  on  the  subject.  The 
following  brief  digest  of  reports  received 
from  the  correspondents  of  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette on  the  subject  may,  however,  be  ad- 
ded as  illustrating  local  phases  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

Maritime  Provinces. — The  quantity  of 
coal  received  at  Halifax,  N.S.,  was  fully 
equal  to  the  demand,  in  some  cases  exceed- 
ing the  same.  No  coal  of  any  kind,  how- 
ever, was  received  in  Prince  Edward  Island. 
In  St.  John,  N.B.,  some  2,646  tons  of 
Scotch  and  American  anthracite  were  re- 
ceived, and  about  14,000  tons  of  bitumi- 
nous. 

Quebec. — From  2,000  to  3,000  tons  of  coal 
were  received  in  Quebec  city,  together  with 
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Statement  (by  Ports)  showing  the  Quantity  in  Tons  of  Bituminous  Coal  and  Anthracite 
Coal  Imported  into  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  during  the  month  of  February,  1903. 


Ports. 


Ontario. 


Amherstburg 
Belleville 

Berlin 

Bowmanville. 
Brantford 
Brockville..    . 
Chatham  .  . . 

Cobourg 

Colling  wood.. 
Cornwall  .... 
Deseronto. . . . 
Fort  Erie .... 

Gait 

Gananoque  . . 
Goderich  .... 
Guelph 
Hamilton. . . . 

Hope 

Ingersoll 

Kingston  .... 

Lindsay  

London 

Midland 

Morrisburg  . 
Napanee. 


Niagara  Falls . 


Oshawa 

Ottawa 

Owen  Sound  .... 

Paris 

Parry  Sound .... 

Peterboro 

Picton 

Prescott ...... 

Rat  Portage  .... 

St.  Catharines.. 
St.  Thomas , . .    . 

Sarnia 

Sault  Ste.  Marie 

Simcoe 

Stratford 

Toronto 

Trenton 

Wallaceburg .... 

Whitby 

Windsor 

Woodstock 


Quebec. 


Cookshire 

Hemmingford . 

Montreal 

Quebec    

Rimouski 


Bitumi- 
uous 
Coal. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

390 
429 

2,784 
159 

3,108 
550 

2,785 
027 
100 
301 

3,501 
73,745 

2,234 
100 
055 

2,041 

10,129 

255 

971 

538 

2,180 
8 


2,385 

1,316 

1,175 

173 

553 


1,188 


2,462 


2,199 

1,107 

40,423 

3,491 

193 

4,724 

40,662 

1,524 

38 

195 

14,070 

1,419 


Anthracite 
Coal. 


233,009 


20 
253 

1,815 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

110 
220 

1,954 
044 

3,966 
563 

2,052 
009 
187 
730 
313 

2,000 

1,963 
470 

1,731 

2,949 

0,751 
657 
495 
119 
384 
11,002 
32 
251 
143 

5,030 
225 

8.535 
490 
005 


702 
.     41 

5,832 

4,224' 

2,150 

2,481 


1,151 

3,158 

52,802 

218 

55 

333 

1,390 

2,288 


135,017 


702 

18,815 

.2,616 

17 


Ports. 


Bitumi- 
nous 
Coal. 


Anthracite 
Coal. 


Quantity . 


Quebec — Con. 


St.  Armand 
St.  Johns. . . 
Sherbrooke 
Stanstead  . . 
Valleyfield*. 


Nom  Scotia. 


Ontario  

Quebec 

Nova  Scotia 

New  Brunswick.  . 

Manitoba 

British  Columbia 
Yukon 


Quantity. 


Tons. 
195 


20 
18 
25 


Tons. 


19 
10,731 

'214* 
179 


2,340  33,293 


Halifax. .  . . 
Lunenburg 


New  Brunswick. 

Fredericton 

St.  John 

St.  Stephen 

Manitoba. 

Winnipeg 

British  Columbia. 

Grand  Forks 

Nanaimo 

Nelson 

Rossland .    . . 

Vancouver 

Victoria 

Yukon. 

White  Horse. 

Total 

Recapitulation. 


1,418 
294 

1,712 


110 
50 
23 


189 


0,573 


50 
11 
97 
25 
477 
266 

926 


254,147 


233,609 
2,346 

'.'■'  189 

0.573 

926 

2 


3.747 
427 

4,174 

2 

...         ... 

: 

1 

174,176  | 

135.017  1 
33,293 
1.712 

4.174 


Total 243,645        174.198 

! L 


a  daily  supply  of  wood.  Shipments'  from  ply  of  both  soft  and  hard  coal  was  very 
Quebec  were  made  to  Montreal  during  the  limited,  and  customers  could  only  be  sup- 
month.  Five  car-loads  of  anthracite  arrived  plied  in  small  quantities.  There  was  a  suffi- 
at  Three  Rivers.     In  Sherbrooke  the  sup-  ciency  of  wood,  however,  and  the  supply  oi 
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Welsh  coal  received  found  a  ready  sale  and 
gave  general  satisfaction.  Some  280  tons 
of  anthracite  and  600  tons  of  soft  coal  were 
received  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  five  car- 
loads of  wood  having  also  arrived.  In  Mont- 
real it  is  estimated  that  during  February 
from  800  to  1,200  tons  of  coal  arrived  daily 
in  the  city  by  rail,  together  with  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  wood.  The  supply  in  Hull 
was  still  very  limited. 

Ontario. — Ottawa  dealers  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  supplying  customers  during  Febru- 
ary. No  coal  was  received  at  Kingston, 
however,  though  about  500  tons  were  ob- 
tained by  Belleville  dealers.  In  Toronto, 
coal  was  freely  received,  though  at  the 
beginning  of  February  there  was  a  short- 
age of  over  160,000  tons  of  anthracite  this 
year  as  compared  with  last,  and  an  increase 
of  over  170,000  tons  in  receipts  of  bitumin- 
ous. About  3,000  tons  of  anthracite  arrived 
at  Hamilton,  but  bituminous  was  very 
scarce  and  the  iron  and  steel  works  were 
compelled  in  consequence  to  shut  down  for 
two  weeks.  Large  shipments  of  anthra-t 
cite  reached  Brantford,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  the  city  has  now  sufficient  for  the  rest 
of  the  winter.  Similarly  at  Guelph  the 
supply  has  more  than  met  the  demand. 
Although  orders  for  hard  coal  were  not 
satisfactorily  filled  at  Stratford,  there  was 
sufficient  for  immediate  wants,  and  good 
hard  wood  was  plentiful.  Some  13,200  tons 
of  anthracite  and  4,000  tons  of  bituminous, 
together  with  a  plentiful  supply  of  wood, 
were  received  at  London  between  January 
19  and  February  19.  At  St.  Thomas  ample 
coal  for  all  present  requirements  was  re- 
ceived. At  Chatham  fuel  receipts  were  : 
anthracite,  2,000  tons;  bituminous,  1,500 
tons ;  wood,  500  cords.  The  market  at  Wind- 
sor greatly  eased  during  the  month  and  no 
further  difficulty  is  now  anticipated. 

Price  Movements  during   February. 

Maritime  Provinces. — Prices  on  the 
whole  were  downward  throughout  the 
month,  anthracite  dropping  at  Halifax  from 
$11  to  $7.50  per  ton.  At  Charlottetown, 
however,  no  variation  in  price  was  reported. 
In  St.  John  soft  coal  remained  at  $7.50  per 


chaldron,  though  there  were  instances  of 
sales  made  at  $6.80  per  chaldron,  Scotch 
anthracite  was  selling  at  $9.50  per  ton,  and 
the  American  variety,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity,  retailed  at  $11  per  ton. 

Quebec. — In  Quebec  city  American  soft 
coal  sold  at  $7.50  per  ton,  while  birch  wood 
brought,  on  an  average,  $6  per  cord. 
Anthracite  ranged  from  $11.75  to  $16,  ac- 
cording to  quality,  and  dealers  dropped  to 
$10  before  the  end  of  the  month.  Nine 
dollars  per  ton  was  charged  at  Three  Bivers 
for  anthracite.  The  price  in  Sherbrooke, 
however,  rose  from  $7.75  to  $9  for  anthra- 
cite in  February,  with  no  prospect  of  a  re- 
duction for  some  time  to  come  ;  wood 
varied  from  $4.50  to  $5.25  per  cord.  Hard 
coal  remained  steady  at  $10  per  ton  in  St. 
Hyacinthe.  In  Montreal  from  $7.50  to 
$8.50  was  asked  for  hard  coal,  $7  to  $8  for 
soft  coal,  $8  to  $9  per  cord  for  maple 
wood,  with  a  general  tendency  towards  a 
lower  level  of  prices.  Coal  in  Hull  sold 
at  $8.50  per  ton,  though  wood  showed  a 
decrease  of  50  cents  per  cord  during  the 
month,  and  at  the  end  of  February  sold 
at  $5.50  for  the  best  quality. 

Ontario. — Prices  remained  unchanged 
from  January  at  Ottawa  and  Kingston. 
From  $8  to  $8.50  per  ton  was  the  prevail- 
ing price  for  hard  coal  in  Belleville.  An- 
thracite sold  at  $8  per  ton  and  soft  coal  at 
$7  in  Toronto,  with  further  reductions 
anticipated.  At  Hamilton  from  $8  to  $10 
for  anthracite  and  from  $6  to  $8  for  bitu- 
minous, according  to  quality,  was  charged. 
In  Brantford,  about  February  12,  prices 
fell  from  $9  to  $8  per  ton  for  hard  coal, 
soft  coal  for  domestic  purposes  remaining 
unchanged  at  $8,  though  bituminous,  for 
steam  purposes,  fell  about  $1.50  per  ton. 
Hardwood  remained  practically  the  same 
at  $9  per  cord.  At  Guelph,  hard  coal  drop- 
ped from  $12  to  $8.50  per  ton.  Soft  coal 
was  quoted  at  from  $6  for  steam  coal  to 
$8  for  stove  size.  Wood  remained  un- 
changed. The  price  of  anthracite  re- 
mained steady  at  Stratford  during  Febru- 
ary at  $8  per  ton,  $7.25  being  asked 
for  bituminous,  and  hard  maple  bringing 
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$8  per  cord.  At  London  hard  coal  dropped 
from  $10  and  $12  per  ton  down  to  $8  ; 
wood  prices  remained  stationary.  Prices 
in  St.  Thomas  remained  without  change. 
At  Chatham,  anthracite  fell  from  $8.50  to 
$7.50  per  ton,  while  bituminous  remained 
steady  at  $7.50.  Hardwood  brought  $7  per 
cord,  and  softwood  $5  per  cord.  At  Wind- 
sor prices  were  practically  unchanged  from 
last  month. 

Municipal  Action. 

The  instances  of  municipal  action  re- 
ported to  the  department  during  the  month 
of  February  were  few  in  number,  and  were, 
without  exception,  in  the  way  of  carrying 
out  policies  undertaken  by  the  towns  or 
cities  in  question  at  an  earlier  stage  of  the 
situation.  No  action  of  the  kind  was  re- 
ported from  the  Maritime  Provinces,  and 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec  likewise  no  de- 
velopment of  importance  under  this  head- 
ing took  place.  The  municipal  coal  yards 
at  Toronto,  Ont.,  were  still  in  operation 
at  the  end  of  the  month,  but  the  number 
had  been  reduced  to  two,  one  being  in  the 
eastern  and  one  in  the  western  section 
of  the  city.  The  civic  authorities  were 
making  no  fresh  purchases  and  were  main- 
taining strict  secrecy  as  to  the  stock  still 
on  hand  or  available.  The  question  as  to 
whether  the  system  of  municipal  distribu- 
tion will  be  continued  is  being  generally 
discussed  in  Toronto,  and  is  held  to  depend 
largely  on  the  action  of  the  legislature  with 
regard  to  the  authorization  of  municipali- 
ties to  supply  fuel.  Anthracite  was  sold 
at  the  municipal  yards  in  Toronto  at  the 
same  price  as  that  asked  by  dealers,  namely, 
$8  per  ton  ;  Welsh  coal  also  brought  the 
same  price,  and  hardwood  $8  per  cord. 
The  Hamilton  city  council  continued  to 
sell  soft  coal  at  $6,  and  wood  at  $5.75  per 
cord.  A  committee  of  the  council  met  the 
coal  dealers  who  have  a  claim  against  the 
city  for  breach  of  contract  when  it 
was  decided  that  the  municipality  would 
defend  the  suit.  Over  700  tons  of  soft 
coal  have  thus  far  been  sent  out  from  the 
municipal  yards  at  Hamilton  and  the  city 
council  has  passed   a   resolution   advising 


the  municipality  to  enter  the  fuel  business 
if  the  necessary  legislation  can  be  secured. 
Over  500  orders  were  filled  from  the  muni- 
cipal yards  at  Brantford  during  the  month 
and  at  London  the  city  continues  to  sell 
both  coal  and  wood.  The  city  council  of 
Windsor  installed  a  cutting  machine  in 
the  municipal  wood  yard.  This  wood  sold 
at  $9  per  cord  for  No.  1  and  $5  for  No.  2. 
Some  300  to  400  cords  of  this  supply  were 
still  available  at  the  close  of  the  month. 

The  Outlook. 

Maritime  Provinces. — At  Halifax,  N.S., 
the  outlook  for  the  balance  of  the  season  is 
bright,  there  being  no  indication  at  the 
end  of  the  month  that  any  further  strin- 
gency will  be  experienced.  The  change  from 
January  in  this  respect  is  thus  very  mark- 
ed. In  Charlottetown,  P.E.L,  and  through- 
out that  island  the  prospect  is  much  more 
serious,  the  severe  weather  of  the  month 
having  made  heavy  inroads  on  the  short 
supply  with  which  the  season  was  begun 
owing  to  the  early  closing  of  navigation. 
In  St.  John,  on  the  other  hand,  no  anxiety 
is  felt,  as  the  majority  of  the  citizens  have 
secured  a  supply  of  coal  sufficient  to  last 
with  care  for  the  balance  of  the  season. 

Quebec. — No  anxiety  is  felt  in  Quebec 
city,  and  in  Sherbrooke  also  it  is  thought 
that  the  situation  will  have  regained  its 
normal  position  before  the  close  of  March.  ; 
Similarly  in  St.  Hyacinthe  the  outlook  is  i 
hopeful,  and  in  Montreal  a  still  more  abun- 
dant  supply,  together  with  further  reduc- 
tions in  price,  are  expected  in  the  near 
future.  At  Hull,  in  spite  of  the  failure 
of  the  operators  to  redeem  their  promises 
thus  far,  no  trouble  is  anticipated  for  the 
immediate  future. 

Ontario. — In  Ottawa  the  supply  of  coal 
is  now  quite  adequate  with  good  prospects 
of  remaining  so.  Kingston  dealers,  how-  i 
ever,  anticipate  scarcity  for  the  balance  of 
the  season,  though  at  Belleville  all  danger 
of  a  famine  is  considered  at  an  end.  In 
Toronto  likewise  the  stringency  in  the  situ- 
ation is  considered  over,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  fact  that  the  supplies  re- 
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ceived  are  more  rapidly  distributed,  the 
general  situation  may  be  considered  nor- 
mal. At  Hamilton  also  the  outlook  for 
the  balance  of  the  season  is  considered 
hopeful.  At  Brantford  no  trouble  is  anti- 
cipated. A  decline  in  prices  is  expected 
to  follow  shortly  at  Guelph,  and  at  Strat- 


ford, London,  St.  Thomas,  Chatham  and 
Windsor  the  worst  is  now  regarded  as  over. 
A  proposal  to  drill  for  natural  gas  in  the 
township  of  Raleigh,  to  be  used  for  do- 
mestic purposes  in  Chatham,  is  regarded 
as  a  still  further  alleviating  feature  in 
that  city. 


INQUIRY  INTO  ALLEGED  COMBINE  OF  COAL  DEALERS  AT  BRANTFORD,  ONT. 


HP  HE  action  begun  before  the  police  ma- 
L  gistrate  at  Brantford  on  Tuesday, 
January  29,  by  the  Mechanics'  Fuel  Com- 
pany of  that  city,  against  the  Ontario  Coal 
Association,  for  alleged  conspiracy  to  lessen 
competition  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of 
coal,  was  brought  to  a  conclusion  during 
the  past  month,  when,  as  a  result  of 
the  investigation,  the  President  of  the 
Association  in  question  was  committed 
for  trial  at  the  coming  spring  assizes. 
The  action  ultimately  arose  in  conse- 
quence of  a  provision  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Ontario  Coal  Association  whereby 
its  members  were  bound  to  discriminate 
against  wholesale  coal  dealers  or  mine  pro- 
prietors who  might  supply  coal  to  compan- 
ies whose  paid-up  shares  amounted  to  less 
than  $50  per  share.  The  complaint  of  the 
Mechanics'  Fuel  Company  of  Brantford, 
the  shares  of  which  were  issued  at  $5,  was 
that  the  practical  effect  of  this  by-law  of 
the  association  had  been  to  render  it  im- 
possible for  the  company  to  continue  in 
business  or  to  obtain  anything  approaching 
fair  competitive  conditions  from  the  com- 
panies which  were  members  of  the  associ- 
ation. The  information  was  sworn  against 
the  president  and  other  members  of  the 
executive  of  the  association  under  the  sub- 
sections of  the  Criminal  Code  which  im- 
!  pose  a  severe  penalty  upon  any  person  or 
corporation  combining  to  unduly  prevent 
or  lessen  competition  in  the  production, 
i  transportation  or  sale  of  any  commodity 
which  is  a  subject  of  trade  or  commerce.* 

(*)  In  the  February  Labour  Gazette  a  report 
of  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Police  Magis- 

j  trate  of  Brantford,  on  January  27  and  29,  was 
published  and  in  conjunction  with  the  present 

j  article  forms  a  complete  report  on  this  preli- 
minary hearing  of  the  case. 


The  Inquiry  Resumed. 

The  taking  of  evidence,  begun  in  January, 
was  resumed  on  Wednesday,  February  4, 
when  a  number  of  witnesses  were  examined 
and  gave  evidence  of  considerable  import- 
ance. It  was  sworn  by  one  witness  that  a 
local  dealer  had  informed  him  that  ship- 
ments of  coal  into  Brantford  by  certain 
Buffalo  retailers  had  been  stopped,  presum- 
ably by  the  action  of  the  association.  A 
local  coal  dealer,  a  member  of  the  Ontario 
Coal  Association,  stated,  however,  that 
there  were  no  fixed  prices  on  coal,  and  that 
coal  prices  in  Brantford  were  not  controlled 
by  any  combination  on  the  part  of  the  local 
dealers.  The  witness  admitted  the  fact  that 
a  meeting  of  local  dealers  had  been  held  in 
the  office  of  the  President  of  the  Ontario 
Coal  Association  in  the  fall  of  last  year, 
but  could  not  recollect  what  business  had 
been  transacted.  He  remembered,  however, 
that  it  had  been  decided  to  issue  a  tender 
for  public  contracts  to  supply  coal  for  local 
public  institutions,  and  that  it  was  arranged 
that  the  witness  was  to  secure  the  contract 
for  supplying  coal  to  the  hospital,  the  other 
dealers  agreeing  either  not  to  tender  at  all 
or  to  tender  at  a  higher  price  than  his. 
Another  witness,  who  had  recently  sold  his 
coal  business  in  Brantford,  stated  that  a 
price  was  locally  set  for  coal,  and  that  he 
was  once  called  to  account  by  the  President 
of  the  Ontario  Coal  Association  for  cutting 
prices.  Copies  of  letters  which  passed  be- 
tween the  President  of  the  Association  and 
the  General  Manager  of  the  T.  H.  &  B. 
Railway,  were  also  read  to  the  court,  the 
action  of  the  railway  in  selling  a  car  of 
coal  to  a  local  manufacturing  company 
being  complained  of  by  the  president  on  the 
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ground  that  it  was  not  fair  that  the  railway 
company  should  enter  into  competition  with 
the  regular  Brantford  coal  dealers.  To 
this  the  manager  of  the  railway  replied  that 
he  had  been  informed  by  the  company  ap- 
plying to  him  for  fuel  that  there  was  great 
scarcity  of  coal  in  Brantford,  and  he  had, 
therefore,  sent  one  car  to  the  company,  hav- 
ing more  than  he  needed  for  the  railway's 
own  use.  A  second  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Ontario  Coal  Association 
stated  that  the  railway  company's  explana- 
tion of  the  sale  would  be  more  satisfactory 
if  it  undertook  to  refuse  to  fill  any  further 
orders  of  the  kind.  A  paragraph  in  the 
letter  stated  that  the  association  had  ship- 
pers all  over  the  province,  and  that  when 
shipments  were  made  in  an  irregular  way 
they  were  reported  to  the  members  together 
with  full  particulars  concerning  the  same. 
No  evidence  in  defence  was  offered  by  the 
Ontario    Coal    Association    and    with    the 


summary  of  the  case  by  counsel  the  hearing 
was  concluded. 

Committed  for  Trial. 

In  commenting  on  the  case  the  magis- 
trate stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  question 
was  not  so  much  one  of  the  prices  demanded 
in  Brantford,  or  of  the  right  of  dealers  to 
say  with  whom  they  should  trade,  but  of  the 
treatment  of  the  Mechanics'  Fuel  Com- 
pany by  the  Ontario  Coal  Association  under 
the  by-law  of  the  latter  body  restricting  the 
membership  to  those  companies  whose  paid- 
up  shares  were  $50  or  over.  The  existence 
of  the  combine,  he  stated,  had  been  clearly 
shown,  as  was  also  the  fact  that  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  a  local  dealer  to  join  the 
association  had  been  refused,  though  the 
dealer  had  paid  a  fee  in  that  connection 
to  the  president.  On  the  whole  the  magis- 
trate decided  that  the  plaintiff  had  estab- 
lished a  prima  facie  case,  and  he  therefore 
committed  the  President  of  the  Association 
for  trial. 


NIAGARA  POWER  CONFERENCE  AT  BERLIN. 


\  MEETING  of  some  industrial  im- 
JT\-  portance  was  that  of  representatives 
from  various  municipalities  of  western  On- 
tario held  at  Berlin,  Ont.,  on  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the 
best  means  of  obtaining  cheap  electrical 
power  from  Niagara  Falls  for  use  in  the 
neighbouring  manufacturing  centres  of 
Ontario.  The  conference  had  its  origin  in 
a  meeting  which  took  place  last  summer  in 
Berlin,  when  an  organization  was  formed, 
bearing  the  name  of  the  Western  Manufac- 
turers' Association,  and  having  representa- 
tives from  all  the  chief  manufacturing 
towns  of  western  Ontario.  Mr.  E.  W.  B. 
Snider,  of  St.  Jacob's,  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Det- 
weiler,  were  elected  respectively  chairman 
and  secretary,  and  acted  as  a  special  com- 
mittee to  organize  and  obtain  information. 
A  second  meeting  was  held  in  October  in 
Gait,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
ascertain  the  cost  of  transmitting  power 
from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  various  towns 
and  the  best  means  of  doing  so.   The  object 


of  the  convention  held  during  the  past 
month  was  to  receive  the  report  of  this 
committee  and  to  devise  some  common 
course  of  action.  In  addition  to  those  who 
had  been  present  at  the  previous  meetings, 
the  mayors  of  the  different  municipalities 
were  invited  to  attend.  Kepresentatives 
from  several  boards  of  trade  and  from  the 
Canadian  Manufacturers'  Association,  of 
Toronto,  were  also  at  the  meeting. 

Report  of  the  Committee. 

In  their  report  the  committee  stated  that 
the  members  believed  they  were  justified  in 
assuming  that  electrical  power  could  be  ob- 
tained, if  taken  in  large  quantities,  at  a 
price  of  about  $7  to  $8  per  h.p.  per  annum 
delivered  at  Niagara  Falls,  or  from  $14  to 
$15  per  h.p.  delivered  to  the  various  muni- 
cipalities. In  order  to  secure  electrical 
power  at  this  rate,  the  committee  recom- 
mended that  the  municipalities  interested 
should  take  prompt  action  to  obtain  from 
the    legislature    powers    enabling    them   to 
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carry  on  the  work  of  developing  and  trans- 
mitting electrical  energy,  and  selling  it  to 
the  consumers,  though  it  might  not  be  ad- 
visable to  undertake  more  than  the  selling 
of  it  at  the  present  time.  If  this  plan  were 
adopted  and  the  proper  authority  obtained, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  devise  means  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  various  munici- 
palities and  to  prevent  the  cutting  of  rates. 
Should  the  required  legislation  be  withheld, 
however,  the  committee  recommended  that 
the  consumers  unite  and  buy  the  power  in 
quantity  from  one  of  the  existing  com- 
panies, retailing  it  to  themselves  at  cost 
price,  on  the  co-operative  plan. 

Action  of  the  Meeting. 

The  report  was  adopted  with  a  few  minor 
changes,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
secure  the  legislation  in  question.  A  reso- 
lution was  carried  urging  the  government 
of  Ontario  either  to  build  and  operate,  as  a 
public  work,  lines  for  the  transmission  of 
electricity  from  Niagara  Falls  to  the  towns 
and  cities  of  western  Ontario,  or  to  grant 
permission  to  do  so  to  the  present  Niagara 
Falls  Park  Commissioners,  empowering 
them  to  issue  debentures  for  the  purpose, 
guaranteed  by  the  province,  and  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  receipts  from  the  sale  of  elec- 
trical energy.  A  motion  was  also  unani- 
mously carried  to  the  effect  that  the  gov- 
ernment be  asked  to  refrain  from  giving 
any  more  franchises  to  private  individuals 
in  connection  with  power  at  Niagara  Falls. 

Attitude  of  the  Provincial  Government. 

On  Friday,  February  27,  a  deputation 
composed  of  members  of  the  committee  on 
legislation,  which  was  appointed  at  the  Ber- 
lin conference,  presented  to  the  government 
the  recommendations  which  had  been  pass- 
ed at  that  meeting.  In  reply  the  Premier 
stated  that  a  bill  was  being  prepared  which 
would  empower  the  municipalities  to  de- 
velop, transmit  and  distribute  electric  en- 
ergy, the  control  of  this  work  to  be  vested 
in  a  commission  appointed  by  the  munici- 
palities themselves.  Experts  have  been  in- 
structed to  make  a  report  on  the  extent  of 
power  available  at  Niagara  Falls  and  the 


cost  of  transmission  to  the  various  indus- 
trial centres. 

Canadian  Electrical  Power  Companies  of 

Niagara. 

As  the  whole  object  of  the  Berlin  con- 
ference was  to  guard  against  exorbitant 
charges  being  made  by  private  corporations, 
it  is  worth  while  to  note  the  companies  that 
at  present  enjoy  the  powers  of  developing 
electrical  energy  at  Niagara  Falls.  The 
three  that  hold  franchises  there  are  the 
Canadian  Niagara  Power  Company,  the 
Ontario  Power  Company,  and  the  Toronto 
and  Niagara  Power  Company.  The  first 
company,  which  is  practically  identical 
with  the  Niagara  Falls  Power  Company, 
whose  works  are  on  the  United  States  side 
of  the  river,  has  let  nearly  all  its  contracts, 
and  has  made  some  progress  in  the  work 
of  excavation  and  construction.  In  the 
wheel  pit  there  will  be  ten  turbines,  of  ten 
thousand  horse  power  each,  making  a  total 
of  one  hundred  thousand  horse  power.  The 
generators  in  the  power  station  will  be 
wound  for  12,000  volts,  and  will  make  250 
revolutions  per  minute.  They  will  be  about 
nineteen  feet  in  diameter.  It  is  proposed 
to  transmit  a  portion  of  the  current  gener- 
ated to  Toronto,  for  which  purpose  the  volt- 
age will  be  increased  by  step-up  transform- 
ers to  from  22,000  to  60,000  volts.  The 
other  companies  also  intend  to  develop 
100,000  horse  power.  The  Ontario  Power 
Company  has  begun  the  work  of  excavating 
the  site  of  its  power  station,  which  will  be 
situated  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  Horse- 
shoe Falls.  It  has  also  built  a  wing  dam 
in  the  river  above  DufTerin  Islands,  nearly 
800  feet  long.  The  Toronto  and  Niagara 
Power  Company  has  not  yet  commenced 
operations. 

Meeting  at  Gait. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Gait  on 
February  25,  to  discuss  the  question  of 
Niagara  Falls  power,  when  a  resolution  was 
passed  to  the  effect  that  the  development  of 
the  power  should  be  undertaken  by  the  gov- 
ernment; failing  that,  that  the  municipali- 
ties should  be  allowed  to  join  together  to 
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develop  and  transmit  this  power,  the  gov-  ment  terms,  the  franchises  to  be  granted 

ernment  guaranteeing  their  bonds;   or,   if  only  on   condition  that  the   companies   to 

neither  of  these  schemes  were  feasible,  that  which  they  were  given  should  charge  rea- 

franchises  should  be  granted  to  all  appli-  sonable  rates 
cants  who  could  comply  with  the  govern- 


THE  AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY  IN  NOVA  SCOTIA.* 


1^  HOUGH  agriculture  in  the  province 
of  Nova  Scotia  ranks  second  to  fish- 
ing and  mining  in  relative  importance 
among  the  industries  of  the  province,  the 
scale  on  which  its  operations  are  conducted 
and  the  success  obtained  in  certain  of  its 
branches  renders  this  division  one  of  con- 
siderable importance  in  any  survey  of  the 
industry  for  the  whole  Dominion.  As  such, 
accordingly,  the  compact  and  extensive 
body  of  statistics  in  relation  to  the  subject 
that  has  been  published  during  the  month 
of  February  by  the  Dominion  Census,  1901, 
is  of  considerable  interest.. 

As  in  previous  bulletins  of  the  same 
series  the  statistics  have  been  presented 
under  the  two  main  headings  of  farms  and 
lots,  the  former  being  composed  of  areas 
of  five  acres  and  over  and  the  latter  of  less 
than  that  acreage.  Uniformity  of  classi- 
fication throughout  Canada  as  a  whole  is 
therefore  attained  and  the  care  and  minute- 
ness with  which  the  report  has  been  pre- 
pared make  it  an  exceedingly  valuable  com- 
pendium of  information  for  the  industry 
and  province  in  question. 

Agricultural  Areas. 

The  total  area  of  Nova  Scotia  above  tide 
level  is  13,713,771  acres,  of  which  230,100 
are  included  under  water  surface.  Of  the 
land  area  37*68  per  cent  is  occupied  as 
farms  and  lots,  the  average  size  of  the  form- 
er being  106*4  acres  and  of  the  latter  1*87 
acres.      There    are   8,536   lots    and   47,497 

(*)  In  the  issues  of  the  Labour  Gazette  for 
January  and  February,  1903,  at  pages  562  and 
616,  respectively,  reviews  of  the  agricultural 
industry  in  Prince  Edward  Island  and  British 
Columbia,  based  on  information  contained  in 
bulletins  issued  by  the  Census  Department, 
were  published  and  are  of  interest  for  purposes 
of  comparison  with  the  present  article. 


farms  in  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  former  81  -8 
per  cent  are  of  an  acre  or  more,  and  of 
the  latter  27  "89  per  cent  are  11  to  50  acres, 
29  -97  per  cent  are  from  51  to  100  acres 
and  23-31  per  cent  are  from  101  to  200 
acres.  Of  the  farms  97  *92  per  cent  is  owned, 
while  of  the  small  area  occupied  as  lots 
93^92  per  cent  is  thus  held.  Over  24  per 
cent  of  the  farm  lands  are  improved,  and 
over  82  per  cent  of  the  lots.  The  non- 
improved  lands  of  Nova  Scotia  consist  of 
2,844,813  acres  in  forest,  and  975,880  acres 
in  swamp,  marsh,  &c.  Roughly  speaking, 
58  per  cent  is  under  field  crops,  3  *2  per  cent 
in  orchard  and  garden,  and  the  rest  in 
pasture.  Forest  plantations  cover  113  acres 
and  trees  have  been  planted  on  an  average 
of  three  for  each  farm  and  lot. 

Fruit  Growing. 

There  are  34,240  acres  under  orchard  in 
Nova  Scotia,  an  increase  of  9,179  acres 
since  the  census  of  1891,  and  under  vege- 
tables and  small  fruits  has  also  increased 
from  5,180  acres  to  7,581  in  the  decade. 
There  are  1,975,575  apple  trees  in  the  pro- 
vince ;  10,497  peach  trees  ;  56,100  pear 
trees  ;  172,445  plum  trees  ;  62,036  cherry 
trees  ;  18,127  other  fruit  trees,  and  8,295 
grape  vines.  The  yield  of  fruit  in  1901 
was  2,131,045  bushels  ;  in  1891  it  was 
1,107,530.  Apple  trees,  compared  with  the 
former  census,  show  an  increase  of  96 
per  cent,  peaches  of  505  per  cent,  pears  of 
109  per  cent,  plums  of  213  per  cent,  cher- 
ries of  122  per  cent,  and  grapes  of  64  per 
cent.  Other  fruit  trees  show  a  decrease  of 
nearly  93  per  cent. 

Field  Crops. 

Hay,  oats,  wheat  and  potatoes  constitute 
the  chief  field  crops  of  Nova  Scotia,  occupy- 
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ing  75  -.93  per  cent,  12  04  per  cent,  2  -24  per 
cent,  and  5*13  per  cent  respectively  of  the 
whole  area  devoted  to  field  culture  in  1900. 
The  census  of  1891  gives  the  area  of  hay  as 
539,057  acres  with  a  yield  of  632,391  tons ; 
the  returns  of  the  present  census  show  an 
acreage  of  554,371  in  hay,  with  a  yield  of 
658,330  tons.  Wheat  shows  an  increase  of 
from  14,157  acres,  with  a  yield  of  165,806 
bushels  in  1890,  to  16,334  acres,  and  a  yield 
of  248,476  bushels  in  1900.  The  aggregate 
area  of  land  under  crops  in  1890,  in  Nova 
Scotia,  is  estimated  not  to  exceed  723,720 
acres,  or  6,426  acres  less  than  the  area  thus 
cultivated  in  1900. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average 
yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  for  the 
harvests  of  1890  and  1900  :— 

1900.         1890. 

Wheat bush.    15-21  11-71 

Oats "        25-77  16*57 

Potatoes "      113-31  115-81 

Hay tons      119  1*17 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

As  compared  with  the  census  of  1891 
there  are  increases  in  horses  over  three 
years  old,  and  of  poultry,  but  a  decrease  in 
all  other  classes  of  live  stock  in  Nova  Scotia. 
The  averages  in  round  numbers  of  live 
stock  per  farm  are :  horses  1,  milch  cows  3, 
other  horned  cattle  4,  swine  1,  and  poultry 
of  all  kinds  15.  Animal  products  show  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  cattle  killed  or 
sold  for  slaughter  or  export,  and  a  decrease 
in  the  number  of  swine  and  sheep.  The 
number  of  milch  cows  shows  a  decrease, 
although  the  production  of  home-made  but- 
ter has  greatly  increased,  the  number  of 
creameries  having  increased  by  13  during 
the  decade  and  their  output  by  over  53,000 
pounds.  A  production  of  4,419,239  eggs  is 
shewn  in  the  census,  the  value  of  which 
is  estimated  at  $543,108. 

Agricultural  Values. 

A  total  valuation  of  $58,752,384  for  lands 
and  buildings;  $3,208,899  for  implements 
and  machinery;  $10,603,624  for  live  stock, 
and  $16,305,555  for  crops  and  animal  pro- 

5 


ducts  of  the  census  year  are  indicated  in 
the  bulletin.  The  total  value  of  farm  pro- 
perty is  placed  at  $70,394,695,  of  which  the 
land  represents  48  *5  per  cent,  buildings  33  -4 
per  cent,  implements  4  *45  per  cent,  and  live 
stock  13  -63  per  cent.  The  average  Nova 
Scotia  farm,  therefore,  which  consists  of 
106  -63  acres,  of  which  26  -19  per  cent  are 
improved,  is  valued  at  $1,488,  made  up  of 
$1,219  for  land  and  buildings,  $66  for  im- 
plements and  machinery,  and  $203  for  live 
stock.  The  total  gross  value  of  farm  pro- 
ducts for  the  census  year  was  $9,764,493 
for  crops,  and  $5,846,290  for  animal  pro- 
ducts. This  makes  an  aggregate  of  $328.67 
in  the  year  for  the  average  farm,  or  22  -08 
per  cent  on  the  investment.  The  propor- 
tional value  of  field  crops  on  farm  was 
53  *94  per  cent,  fruit  and  vegetables  8  -54 
per  cent,  live  stock  9  '02  per  cent,  dairy  pro- 
ducts 16  *66  per  cent,  products  of  animals 
slaughtered  on  the  farm  7  *60  per  cent,  wool 
1  *18  per  cent,  and  eggs,  honey  and  sugar 
3  *06  per  cent. 

The  following  further  statistics  on  the 
subject  of  agricultural  values  in  Nova 
Scotia  may  be  quoted  verbatim  from  the 
bulletin : — 

The  average  value  of  horses  on  farms  per  head 
is  $59.53;  milch  cows,  $21.26;  other  horned  cat- 
tle, $13.44;  sheep,  $2.66;  and  swine,  $8.44;  and 
the  average  value  of  horses  per  farm  is  $69.14; 
milch  cows,  $57.26;  other  horned  cattle,  $49.19; 
sheep,  $15.60;  swine,  $7.46;  and  poultry  and  bees, 
$4.06. 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the 
milk  and  cream  sold  to  cheese,  butter  and  milk 
condensing  factories,  amounting  to  $111,255. 
There  were  in  operation  in  the  province  during 
the  census  year  31  factories,  of  which  9  made 
cheese  and  butter,  16  made  cheese  only  and  6 
made  butter  only.  The  cheese  product  was  502,- 
360  pounds,  worth  $54,018,  and  the  butter  product 
270,400  lbs.,  worth  $55,657,  making  a  total  value 
of  $109,675.  In  the  former  census  year  there 
were  14  cheese  and  two  butter  factories  in  the 
province  and  the  total  value  of  product  was 
$47,675.  The  increase  in  the  value  of  factory 
dairy  products  from  the  year  1890  to  the  year 
1900  in  Nova  Scotia  was  therefore  $62,000  or  130 
per  cent.  But  in  the  neighbouring  province  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  the  value  of  products  rose 
in  the  same  period  from  $8,448  to  $566,824,  or  an 
increase  of  6,600  per  cent.  The  rent  value  of 
leased  farms  is  74  cents  per  acre,  and  the  rate 
of  wages  for  farm  labour  is  $5.26  per  week, 
including  board. 
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CHANGES  IN  RATES  OF  WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  LABOUR  IN  CANADA,  FROM 

JANUARY  1,  1902,  TO  FEBRUARY  1,  1903. 


IN  connection  with  the  unprecedented  in- 
dustrial prosperity  which  was  the  lead- 
ing characteristic  of  the  year  1902  through- 
out Canada,  the  most  important  feature, 
from  the  standpoint  of  labour,  was  the  scale 
on  which  improved  conditions  in  wages  and 
hours  of  employment  were  granted  to  work- 
people. This  was  reported  in  almost  every 
department  of  industry  and  from  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Dominion,  but  more  especially 
in  the  larger  industrial  centres  of  the 
central  and  eastern  provinces.  The  move- 
ment in  this  direction  began  at  an  early 
date  of  the  season,  and  in  the  June 
issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette  an  article  ap- 
peared which  was  devoted  to  a  review  of  the 
leading  changes  granted  up  to  the 
beginning  of  the  summer  season.  As  the 
period  in  which  re-arrangements  of  the 
wages  scale  are  usually  effected  in  Canada, 
was  at  that  date  nearly  past,  the  depart- 
ment was  able  to  present  in  the  article  in 
question  a  more  or  less  comprehensive  re- 
view of  the  movement  for  the  entire 
season.  A  number  of  additional  changes, 
however,  have  been  reported  since  that 
date,  and  in  view  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  the  season  when  the  wage 
scales  for  1903  will  come  up  for  readjust- 
ment, it  has  been  thought  of  interest  to  de- 
vote the  present  article  to  a  restatement  of 
the  more  important  changes  effected  during 
the  balance  of  the  season  of  1902  and  the 
opening  month  of  the  present  year.  A 
notice  of  the  changes  in  wages  and  hours 
reported  during  the  month  of  February 
will  be  found  in  the  general  summary  arti- 
cle of  the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
As  in  the  article  published  in  the  June 
Gazette,  it  is  not  intended  to  present  here- 
with an  exhaustive  statement  of  the  various 
changes  in  wages  and  hours  of  labour 
effected  in  Canada  during  the  period  named, 
the  particular  instances  cited  being  in- 
tended to  furnish  an  index  of  conditions 
more  or  less  generally  prevalent  in  the 
locality  and  at  the  time  to  which  they 
relate. 


Increases  by  Months. 

With  regard  to  the  months  in  which  the 
various  changes  referred  to  in  the  present 
article  were  effected  by  far  the  larger  num- 
ber fell  under  the  heading  of  June,  and  are 
therefore     to     be    regarded     as    belonging 
largely  to  the  spring  movement  for  higher 
rates  of  remuneration  for  labour.    Thus  in 
the  Labour  Gazette  for  July  some  29  in- 
stances of  increases  in  wages  were  reported 
as  typical  of  the  movement  in  the  price  of 
labour  during  the  preceding  month.     Coal 
workers    at    Halifax,    N.S.,    were    restored 
from  25  cents  to  the  earlier  rate  of  30  cents 
per  hour  ;     and  farm   labourers   generally 
in  Prince  Edward  Island  received  material 
increases  during  the  same  month.    In  New 
Brunswick  ship  labourers  at  St.  John  were 
granted  a  scale  of  35  cents  per  hour,  an  in- 
crease   of    5    cents  ;     shingle    sawers    and 
bunchers  were   advanced  to   $2   and  $1.80 
per  day  respectively,  while  marble  workers 
were  also  granted  more  favourable  condi- 
tions.    Granite  cutters   at  St.   George,  in 
the  same  province,  received  a  10  per  cent  in- 
crease in  wages,  with  a  nine-hour  worki 
day.    In  Montreal,  moulders  in  the  emplo; 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  and  out 
side  as  well,  were  among  those  to  receiv 
substantial  advances,  while  in  Ottawa  mem 
bers  of  the  same  craft  were  granted  a  mini 
mum  scale  of  $2.40  per  day.     Machine 
men  in  the  latter  city  were  also  granted  l1 
per  cent  immediate  advance,  with  a  mini 
mum  scale  of  $2.25  per  day,  to  go  into  effec 
after  January  1,  1903.       Ottawa  printers 
and  pressmen  were  advanced  $2  per  week 
In   Toronto   the  street   railway  men   were 
granted  a  more  favourable  schedule,  while 
sheet  metal  workers  were  advanced  2^  centfj 
an  hour  ;    and  the  minimum  of  25  cenu 
for  iron  workers  was  advanced  from  25  tc 
27^   cents  per  hour.     Unskilled  labourer* 
in   the  employ   of   the   municipality  wen 
also  advanced  to  20  cents  per  hour,  whil< 
electrical  workers  and  linemen  received  im 
proved  wage  conditions.    At  Brantford  cor 
poration  labourers  were  granted   a   reduc 
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tion  of  one  hour  per  day  and  a  half  holi- 
day per  week.  A  reduction  of  three  hours 
in  the  week  was  also  granted  to  carpenters 
in  London  in  June.  Carpet  weavers  at 
Guelph  received  a  new  graded  wage  scale 
representing  an  average  improvement  of 
10  per  cent.  In  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
west Territories  farm  labourers  in  general 
received  higher  wages  than  were  paid  be- 
fore in  any  season,  and  carpenters,  machin- 
ists, boilermakers  and  blacksmiths  in  the 
employ  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  at 
Winnipeg  received  advances  ranging  from 
2  to  3  cents  per  hour.  In  British  Colum- 
bia, Canadian  Pacific  Railway  freight 
handlers  and  common  labourers  were  among 
the  classes  which  benefited  by  an  increase 
of  wages  in  general.  Very  material  in- 
creases were  also  granted  by  the  railway 
companies  during  June  in  various  sections 
of  Canada,  Grand  Trunk  Railway  tele- 
graphists and  yardmen  and  Canadian  Paci- 
fic Railway  trackmen  being  prominent  ex- 
amples. 

July  Changes. 

July  falls  considerably  below  the  record 
for  June  in  numbers  of  increases  granted 
to  workpeople,  only  12  typical  instances  of 
changed  wages  conditions  being  reported 
in  the  Labour  Gazette  covering  the  month 
in  question.  In  Montreal  the  street  rail- 
way employees  were  granted  an  increase  of 
10  per  cent.  In  Hull,  on  the  other  hand, 
civic  employees  were  reduced  in  wages  by 
a  like  per  centage.  In  Three  Rivers  la- 
bourers, however,  were  advanced  to  20  cents 
for  the  first  hour  and  15  and  121  for  sub- 
sequent hours.  Stove  mounters  at  Hamil- 
ton recived  an  increase  of  25  cents  a  day 
in  July,  and  bricklayers,  masons  and  la- 
bourers in  Kingston  were  also  advanced. 
M.  C.  R.  iron  workers  at  St.  Thomas  were 
advanced  10  per  cent  during  July,  and  the 
street  railway  employees  and  carpenters  of 
Winnipeg  were  also  among  those  who  bene- 
jfited  by  wages  changes  in  that  month. 
I Common  labour  in  the  Yukon  Territory  re- 
jported  difficult  conditions  of  employment  in 
July.  Retail  clerks  throughout  the  Domin- 
5! 


ion  received  the  usual  wekely  half  holiday 
throughout  July  and  August. 

August  Changes. 

During  the  month  of  August  the  follow- 
ing classes  of  labour  may  be  mentioned  as 
having  received  an  advance  in  wages  : — Car- 
penters at  Charlottetown,  P.E.I. ,  to  a  mini- 
mum of  $1.75  and  a  maximum  of  $2.50  per 
day;  labourers  in  the  same  city  to  a  mini- 
mum of  $1.50  and  a  maximum  of  $1.75  per 
day;  freight  handlers  at  St.  John,  N.B.,  3 
to  10  cents  per  day ;  labourers  on  I.  C.  R.  at 
Gilbert's  Island,  5  cents  per  day;  bakers  at 
Hamilton,  Ont.,  to  $18  per  week  for  fore- 
men, $11  for  journeymen,  and  $10  per  week 
for  day  workers;  firemen  at  Winnipeg,  $5 
per  month  and  upwards;  employees  of  the 
British  Columbia  Electric  Company  at 
New  Westminster,  Vancouver  and  Victoria 
to  20  cents  per  hour  for  first  year's  service, 
23  cents  for  second,  third  and  fourth,  and 
25  cents  for  fifth  year's  service,  with  cor- 
responding advances  in  other  lines.* 

September  Changes. 

In  September  ten  important  increases  fail 
to  be  recorded.  Labourers  on  the  new 
bridge  at  Quebec  received  higher  wages, 
and  batteauxmen  at  the  same  point  were 
granted  payment  for  demurrage.  Forty- 
three  stonemasons  were  raised  to  a  mini- 
mum of  30  cents  per  hour  at  Point  St. 
Charles,  near  Montreal;  and  plumbers  and 
steamfitters  at  Ottawa  to  a  minimum  of  25 
cents  per  hour.  Iron  moulders  at  Guelph 
had  their  minimum  scale  raised  from  $2.25 
to  $2.50  per  day.  M.  C.  R.  machinists  at 
St.  Thomas  were  granted  an  increase  of 
from  1  cent  to  lh  cent  an  hour,  and  civic 
labourers  at  the  same  point  an  advance  to 
17^  cents  per  hour.  Coopers  at  Thorold, 
St.  Catharines  and  Windsor  also  received 
an  advance.  In  September  the  investigat- 
ing committee  of  fishermen  in  British  Col- 

*See  Labour  Gazette  for  September,  1902,  pages 
147  and  150,  for  full  statement  of  the  schedules 
in  question,  together  with  a  notice  of  the  co- 
operative system  introduced  by  the  company. 
See  also  Labour  Gazette  for  January,  1903,  page 
560. 
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umbia  admitted  the  contention  of  the  can- 
ners  that  they  should  pay  16|  cents  per  fish, 
as  per  sliding  schedule  of  prices  agreed 
upon  at  the  opening  of  the  fishing  season. 

October  Changes. 

In  October  miners  and  machinists  at  Syd- 
ney, N.S.,  received  a  slight  improvement  in 
hours  and  other  working  conditions,  and 
longshoremen  at  Montreal  were  granted  an 
increase  from  20  cents  to  30  cents  an  hour 
for  day  work,  and  from  25  cents  to  35  cents 
an  hour  for  night  work.  Paper  makers  in 
the  employ  of  the  Eddy  Company  of  Hull, 
Que.,  were  promised  during  October  a  ma- 
terial improvement  in  their  schedule  of 
hours  after  Januay  1.  In  Ontario  female 
bookbinders  at  Toronto  received  an  advance 
of  10  per  cent  in  wages,  and  jewellery 
workers  in  the  same  city  an  improvement 
in  hours.  An  improved  schedule  granted 
in  April  to  longshoremen  at  Hamilton  went 
into  effect  on  October  1,  representing  an  all 
round  advance  of  5  cents  per  ton  in  hand- 
ling coal.  Brantford  firemen  were  granted 
an  improved  wage  schedule  during  Octo- 
ber, and  moulders  at  St.  Catharines  re- 
ceived improved  conditions.  At  Chatham 
several  branches  of  the  building  trades  were 
increased  from  10  to  15  per  cent,  and  civic 
employees  by  a  similar  percentage.  Win- 
nipeg wood  sawyers  were  increased  from 
$1.50  to  $3  per  cord,  and  bricklayers  in  the 
same  city  obtained  an  advance  of  50  per 
cent,  making  wages  paid  to  this  class  in  in- 
dividual cases  as  high  as  75  cents  per  hour. 
On  October  1  the  bakers  of  Victoria,  B.C., 
received  a  10-hour  day  with  an  advanced 
wage  scale  and  other  improved  conditions. 
Teamsters  at  Vancouver  also  received  a  ma- 
terial advance  during  this  month. 

November  Changes. 

Among  November  advances  were  the  fol- 
lowing : — Employees  of  Prince  Edward  Is- 
land Bailway  by  from  $2.50  to  $7.50  per 
week;  packers  at  Charlottetown,  P.E.I., 
from  25  to  100  per  cent;  night  employees  of 
Canadian  Woollen  Mills  at  St.  Hyacinthe, 
5  per  cent;  labourers  on  certain  work  at 
Guelph,    to    $1.75    for   nine    hours'    work; 


longshoremen  at  Kingston,  5  cents  per  ton 
for  unloading  coal ;  printers  at  St.  Thomas, 
to  18  cents  per  em  for  typesetters ;  malsters 
at  Toronto  ;  horse-shoers  from  $9  to  $11, 
and  blacksmiths  from  $10  to  $12  per  week, 
at  Hamilton  ;  firemen  at  Hamilton,  $5  per 
month  ;  bricklayers  at  Hamilton,  from 
35  to  40  cents  per  hour,  and  bricklayers  on 
sewer  bottoms  and  chimneys,  to  45  cents  an 
hour  ;  telephone  employees  at  Vancouver, 
and  dock  hands  at  New  Westminster,  to 
$40  per  month.  The  most  important  event 
of  the  month,  however,  in  connection  with 
rates  of  wages  was  the  rising  by  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Company  of  the  schedule 
of  engineers  and  firemen  in  its  employment, 
the  increases  ranging  from  $15  to  $25  per 
month,  according  to  situation,  division  and 
work  performed.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  I 
2,000  men  were  interested  in  the  change. 

December  Changes. 

Eew  changes  were  reported  during  De-\ 
cember.    The  hours  of  labour  were  reduced' 
for  papermakers   at  Windsor  Mills,   Que., 
and  the  employees  of  the  Dominion  govern- 
ment on  the  Welland  canal  received  an  in- 
crease.    Freight  handlers  and  common  la- 
bourers  in  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
employ  in  British  Columbia  also  receive 
an  increase.     The  most  important  chan| 
of  the  month  was  that  by  which  2,000  em- 
ployees of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway, 
comprising  conductors,  trainmen  and  yard- 
men  and  yardmen  east   of  Fort   Willis 
were  benefited,  the  change  being  the  resull 
of    negotiations     extending    over    eeven 
weeks  between  the  company  and  the  genera 
committee  of  Railway  Conductors  and  Br( 
therhood  of  Railway  Trainmen.  (*)       Tht 
hunters  for  sealing  vessels  at  Vancouver 
were  granted  a  higher  rate  per  skin. 

January  Changes. 

The  month  of  January  was  also  quiet  ii 
respect  to  increases  granted  in  rates 
wages.  In  a  number  of  cases  increases  re 
ported  to  the  department  were  the  resull 
of  arrangements  previously  concluded!  A 
few  other  changes  may  also  be  regarded  ai 


*See  Labour  Gazette  for  January,  1903,  page 
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having  reference  more  particularly  to  the 
coming  season  and  need  not  be  mentioned 
here.  Some  cases  of  decreases  in  wages  to 
common  labourers  were  reported,  but  car- 
riage painters  at  Chatham  and  members  of 
the  police  department  at  Hamilton  received 
increases.  Iron  moulders  at  Vancouver  and 
New  Westminster  obtained  a  nine  instead 
of  a  ten-hour  day,  with  pay  remaining  the 
same.  An  important  decision  of  the  month 
was  that  of  the  city  council  of  Victoria  to 
the  effect  that  eight  hours  shall  henceforth 
be  considered  a  day's  labour  for  civic  em- 
ployees. 

The  Situation  from  Other  Standpoints. 

From  the  instances  above  cited  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  movement  towards  a  higher 
rate  of  remuneration  for  labour  during  the 
latter  half  of  1902  was  not  confined  to  any 
particular  province  of  the  Dominion.  From 
the  standpoint  of  the  different  trades  and 
industries  affected,  however,  special  atten- 
tion should  be  directed  to  one  or  two  of  the 
more  characteristic  developments  of  the 
season.  Wages  for  farm  hands,  for  ex- 
ample, during  the  rush  of  the  harvesting 
season  in  July,  August  and  September, 
reached  a  level  unprecedented  in  the  history 
of  the  country,  and  the  obtaining  of  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  men  to  gather  the 
enormous  crop  yield  of  the  season  was  at- 
tended with  great  difficulty.  This  was  par- 
ticularly the  case  in  Manitoba  and  western 
Canada,  where  as  high  as  $3  per  day  with 
(board  was  offered  in  some  districts,  though 
the  average  wage  was  $2.50  per  day  with 
board.  In  Ontario,  as  well,  the  prevailing 
scarcity  of  farm  labour  constituted  one  of 
the  chief  difficulties  of  the  situation  of  the 
season  in  the  agricultural  industry. 

In  the  lumber  camps  also,  of  Ontario, 
Quebec  and  New  Brunswick  the  wages  of 
shantymen  and  other  employees  reached  an 
unprecedentedly  high  level,  and  an  extreme 
scarcity  of  men  was  almost  the  universal 
experience.  Roughly  speaking  the  price  of 
labour  in  this  industry  was  100  per  cent 
higher  during  the  fall  of  1902  than  five 
years  ago.  The  increasing  market  for 
square    timber    also    provided    labour    and 


higher  wages  for  a  class  of  workmen  not 
previously  in  great  demand.  Full  particu- 
lars of  these  general  movements  in  this 
industry  have  appeared  from  month  to 
month  in  the  Labour  Gazette  since  the 
opening  of  the  active  season. 

A  very  noticeable  feature  of  the  past  six 
months  in  Canada  has  been  the  unparal- 
lelled  activity  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies with  consequent  improved  conditions 
for  the  labour  employed.  Instances  of  this 
will  be  found  in  the  changes  recorded  above 
and  need  not  be  repeated  here. 

Of  the  various  trades  the  metal  and  en- 
gineering group  appear  to  have  chiefly  bene- 
fited during  the  period  in  question.  Thus, 
of  the  instances  named  above  24  relate  to 
increases  granted  to  metal  workers  and  12 
to  employees  in  the  building  trades.  The 
excellent  condition  of  the  market  for  un- 
skilled labour  was  also  notable,  and  the 
13  cases  quoted  above  are  typical  of  the 
general  situation  in  this  branch.  Printers 
were  also  among  those  who  received  ad- 
vances on  an  extensive  scale,  and  long- 
shoremen and  the  various  branches  of  the 
woodworking  trades  may  also  be  specially 
mentioned  in  this  connection. 

On  the  whole  the  changes  were  effected 
with  a  minimum  of  friction  between  em- 
ployers and  employees,  and  a  gratifying 
feature  of  the  latter  half  of  the  season 
was  the  small  number  of  strikes  arising  out 
of  the  demands  of  labour  for  higher  rates 
of  wages. 


TRADE  UNIONISM  IN  THE  TORONTO 
FIRE  BRIGADE. 

In  December  last  a  union  was  formed 
among  the  members  of  the  Toronto  fire 
brigade  with  the  title  of  the  Toronto  Fire- 
men's Mutual  Benefit  Association  No.  7, 
which,  owing  to  the  strong  opposition  raised 
against  it  by  the  chief  of  the  brigade,  mem- 
bers of  the  City  Council  and  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  was  disbanded  on  Saturday,  Feb- 
ruary 14,  and  the  charter  returned  to  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Council.     As  the  situ- 
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ation  was  a  rather  unusual  one,  and  as  the 
action  taken  was  held  by  some  to  involve  a 
principle,  a  brief  statement  of  the  objections 
raised  by  the  individuals  and  bodies  in 
question  may  be  given  in  this  place. 

On  Thursday,  February  5,  the  chief  of 
the  brigade  presented  a  report  on  the  fire- 
men's union  question  to  the  Fire  and  Light 
Committee  of  the  City  Council,  in  accord- 
ance with  instructions  previously  received 
from  them,  in  which  the  leading  features  in 
objection  were  embodied.  The  reasons  for 
his  opposition  to  the  union  as  set  forth  in 
this  report  were,  in  brief,  that  such  a  de- 
partment as  a  fire  brigade,  paid  by  the  whole 
people  of  the  city,  should  not  be  organized 
under  an  affiliation  with  any  society  the 
interests  of  whose  members  might  at  any 
time  conflict  with  the  interest  of  any  rate- 
payer in  the  community.  It  would  also 
tend,  according  to  the  report,  to  injure  the 
discipline  and  harmony  of  the  department 
by  creating  union  and  non-union  sections. 
The  Toronto  Board  of  Trade  also  opposed 
the  formation  of  the  union,  on  the  ground 
chiefly  that  it  would  result  in  a  material 
increase  in  insurance  rates.  Another  argu- 
ment urged  against  the  union  was  that  the 
firemen,  not  being  employed  by  private  indi- 
viduals or  corporations  but  by  the  whole 
people,  were,  as  a  result,  on  a  different 
footing  from  those  in  the  trades  where 
unions  were  useful  and  strikes  often  neces- 
sary and  justifiable.  A  signed  protest 
against  the  union  was  also  sent  to  the  coun- 
cil by  fifty-seven  members  of  the  brigade, 
in  which  the  following  reasons  for  their 
position  were  given : — 

'  1.  The  conditions  of  our  employment 
and  the  discipline  of  the  brigade  makes  it 
impossible  for  a  union  to  be  organized  with- 
out impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service. 

'  2.  The  union,  as  it  at  present  exists,  has 
already  affected  the  discipline  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  members  of  the  union  declare 
that  the  discipline  of  the  brigade  will  be 
less  severe  if  the  union  is  successfully 
formed. 

'  3.  Over  60  men  have  not  joined  the 
union,  and  we  feel  sure  most  of  them  can- 
not be  induced  to  join,  and  in  this  way  the 
union  will  bring  about  dissension  and  diffi- 
culty among  the  men/ 


After  careful  consideration  of  the  vari- 
ous points  involved  in  the  situation  the 
union,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  members, 
was  accordingly  disbanded  and  the  previous 
conditions  restored. 


« 


UNIONS    FORMED    DURING    THE 
MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY,  1903. 

The  Department  of  Labour  has  received 
notice  of  the  following  organizations  as 
having  been  formed  during  the  month  of 
February  : — 

Nova  Scotia — 

Whitney  Pier — Ingot  Lodge,  Provincial 
Workmen's  Association. 

New  Brunswick — 

Moncton — Railway  Clerks. 
St.  John — Boilermakers. 

Quebec — 

Montreal — Street  Railway  Employees. 
Rubber  Workers. 
Carriage  Makers. 
Quebec — Tinsmiths,       Plumbers        and 
Steamfitters. 
"        Pressmen. 
Valleyfield — Federal  Labour  Union. 

Ontario — 

Brantford — Machinists. 

Collingwood — Masters  and  Mates. 

Hespeler — Textile  Workers. 

Kingston — Masters  and  Mates. 

Ottawa — Press  Feeders. 

Midland — Trades    and    Labour    Council. 

Perth — Railway  Carmen. 

Toronto — Newsboys. 

"         Concrete  Pavers. 

"         Electrical  ^Workers  (Linemen). 
Windsor — Fishermen  of  Essex,  Kent  and 
Elgin  Counties. 

Manitoba — 

Winnipeg — Barbers. 

North-west  Territories — 

Calgary — Stone  and  Brick  Workers. 

British  Columbia — 

Vancouver — Foundry  Workers. 
Victoria — Steamboatmen. 


RECENT    INDUSTRIAL    INVENTIONS 

The  following  particulars  have  been  obtained 
from  the  latest  number  of  the  Canadian  Patent 
Office  Record,  issued  by  the  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

In  December,  1902.  473  Canadian  patent- 
were  issued,  an  increase  of  ninety-two  ov< 
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the  previous  month.  Of  these  forty  were 
concerned  with  industrial  machinery,  four- 
teen with  methods  and  processes  of  manu- 
facture, fifteen  were  for  metallurgical  in- 
ventions and  processes,  and  eleven  related 
to  the  science  of  industrial  chemistry.  There 
were  eighteen  electrical  inventions,  includ- 
ing a  lire  engine,  two  lighting  systems,  as 
well  as  a  glow  lamp  and  terminals  for  lamp 
glowers,  a  heating  apparatus,  and  telegraph 
and  telephone  instruments.  In  addition  to 
new  electric  lights  there  were  patented  two 
acetylene  gas  generators,  two  oil  and  one 
hydrocarbon  lamp.  Of  inventions  relating 
to  agriculture  and  dairying  there  were 
eighteen,  embracing  nearly  all  the  principal 
machines  that  are  used  in  farming. 

Among  the  inventions  which  do  not  fall 
readily  within  the  above  classification,  two 


had  to  do  with  the  manufacturing  of  fuel 
out  of  peat,  and  three  others  with  the  manu- 
facture of  artificial  fuel,  the  attention  of 
inventors  having  evidently  been  drawn  to 
this  subject  by  the  prevailing  scarcity  of 
coal.  The  pulp  industry,  which  is  increas- 
ing so  rapidly  in  importance  in  this  coun- 
try, is  represented  by  seven  patents,  all  of 
which  relate  to  the  manufacture  of  articles 
from  this  material. 

A  discovery  which  may  possibly  prove  to 
be  of  considerable  industrial  importance 
is  that  of  a  new  process  of  converting  cast- 
iron  into  steel-like  metal.  It  consists  in 
submitting  cast-iron  at  a  high  heat,  but 
below  fusing  point,  to  the  action  of  a  mix- 
ture of  nitric  and  sulphuric  acids,  in  the 
proportion  of  two  parts  to  three. 


WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA—  Continued. 

V.— MAINTENANCE-OF-WAYMEN,  YARDMEN,  SWITCHMEN  AND  FREIGHT 

HANDLERS. 


A  FIFTH  table,  prepared  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  relating  to  wages 
and  hours  of  railway  employees  in  Canada 
is  published  herewith,  embodying  as  in 
previous  articles  published  by  the  Labour 
Gazette  during  the  past  six  months  in 
connection  with  the  same  subject,  informa- 
tion secured  by  the  department  as  the  re- 
sult of  a  special  investigation  carried  out 
during  the  summer  of  1902.  The  classes 
of  employees  concerning  whom  statistics 
are  furnished  in  the  present  article  are 
maintenance-of-waymen,  yardmen,  switch- 
men and  freight  handlers.* 

In  the  article  with  which  the  series  was 
begun  in  the  September  Gazette  full  par- 
ticulars were  given  as  to  the  manner  in 

In  the  September  issue  of  the  Gazette  the 
wages  and  hours  of  conductors  were  tabulated, 
while  articles  in  the  October,  December  and 
February  issues  related  respectively  to  loco- 
motive engineers,  locomotive  firemen,  and  bag- 
1  gagemen  and  brakesmen  ;  the  series  having 
been  interrupted  in  the  case  of  the  November 
and  January  issues  of  the  Gazette  by  the  pres- 
sure on  space  of  other  matters  demanding  im- 
mediate publication. 


which  the  investigation  had  been  carried 
out  by  the  department,  and  the  principles 
of  classification  adopted  in  presenting  the 
results.  The  tables  represent  in  all  re- 
turns from  about  fifty  railways,  only  those 
roads  being  taken  into  account  whose  busi- 
ness was  on  a  scale  of  more  than  local 
importance. 

Method  of  Classification. 

The  method  of  classification  adopted  pre- 
viously by  the  Gazette  has  been  followed 
without  deviation  in  the  present  article 
as  indicating  in,  perhaps,  as  satisfactory 
way  as  possible  the  nature  and  amount  of 
the  rates  of  classes  affected  in  different 
parts  of  the  Dominion.  As  in  the  earlier 
articles,  index  numbers  have  been  substi- 
tuted for  the  names  of  the  companies,  the 
object  of  the  department's  investigations 
not  being  the  disclosure  of  facts  in  regard 
to  any  particular  business,  but  rather  the 
furnishing  of  general  statistical  data  with 
regard  to  conditions  in  one  of  the  most 
important   of    Canadian    industries.      The 
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WAGES   AND  HOURS  OF 
Table  No.  5. — Maintenance  of  Way  Mem,  Yard 

CLASS  OF 


d 

'5 

Ph" 

12 

5 

6 

7 

8 

10 

2 

15 
16 
14 

2 

17 

39 

18 

20 
19 

22 

21 

23 
2 

3 

42 

48 

1 

Track  Foremen. 

Trackmen. 

Yardmasteks 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

fH 

p 
o 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

c3 
u 

Ph 

$  c. 

rC 

-(J 

o 
S 

Sh 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

6 

2 
O 

u 

CD 

Ph 

C. 

93 

TZ 

u 
Ph 

■+3 

a 

o 

S 

u 

Specified 
Conditions. 

P.  E  Island. . . 

$ 

8  c. 

9 

At  largest  centre 
At  next    n 

Nova  Scotia 

1  65 

45  00 

(10  hours) 

ti         ..... 

10-' 
12i 

1  15 

1  40 
1  00 

1  00 
1  34 

(10 hours).  ,    ... 

1  50 

15 

.... 

1  50 

New  Brunswick. . . 

(10  hours).    .... 

1  50 
1  25 
1  10 

1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  30- 
1  40 

1  00- 
1  25 
1  00 

1  00- 
1  25 
1  35 
1  40 
1  40 
1  10 





.... 



. .    . 

1  30- 
2  00 
1  70 

1  75 

2  05 
1  50 

• 

(lOhouis) 

.... 

Quebec 

.   >   • 

.... 

(Extra  sfaner) 

(Extra  gang). . . . 



11| 

1  15 

On  line . 

45  00 

1  20 
1  25 
1  40 

1  00 
1  25 

1  40 

1  20 

1  40 
1  30 

Except  in  yds.  at 
larger  stations. 

• 

1  75 

2  50 

Except  in  yds. ,  &c 

1  50- 
1  60 



! 

j 

Principal  points. 

Other  points  (10 
hours). 

. . . . 

Principal  points. 
Other  points. . .  . 
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Statistical  Tables,  Series  No.  9. 


or  Foremen. 

Yardmen. 

Switchmen. 

Freight  Handlers. 

£ 

o 

43 

fa 
<v 

Pr 

ee 

TS 
fa 

Ph 

$  c. 

2  25 
1  85 

43 

49 

P 

o 
S 

CD 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

fa 

£ 

o 

43 
fa 

CD 

Ph 
c. 

14 
10 

c3 
tJ 

fa 
CD 

Ph 

$  c. 

1  30 
1  45 
1  55 

1  75 

a 

o 

5 

CD 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

fa* 

o 

42 

fa 
CD 

Ph 
c. 

1 

fa 
CD 

Ph 

8  c. 

1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  75 

42 
+9 

a 

o 

a 

fa 

CD 

Specified 
Conditions. 

fa 

O 

fa 
CD 

Ph 
c. 

>> 

fa 

CD 

Ph 
$C. 

42 

C 

o 

a 

fa 

CD 

Ph 

c. 

$  c. 

45  00- 
60  00 

1st  y.  service 
2nd     » 
3rd     n 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service.. 

1st  6  months 
2nd  6      .. 

c. 

1 
1st  y.  service 
2nd     .. 
3rd     „ 
4th     n 

$ 

$    c. 

1  50 



m 

1  25 

1  30 

1  45 
1  55 
1  65 

100- 

125 
150 

.... 

1  80 

2  00- 

2  50 



1st  y.  service 

2nd     .. 
3rd     „ 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service. 

.... 

1  30 

1  50 
1  70 
1  90 

1st  y.  service 

2nd     i. 
3rd     ii 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service. 

. .    . 



1st  y.  service 
2nd*    ii 
3rd      ii 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service. 

.... 

1  30 
1  45 
1  55 
1  65 

1  55 

1  25 

1  85- 
2  50 

1st  y.  service 
2nd     •• 
3rd     ii 
4th      ii 

.... 

1  30 
1  50 
1  70 
]  90 

125 

(10  hours). . . 

.... 

25  00 

1  50 

1  35 

1  25 

20  00- 

2  00- 
2  50 

1  90 
,2  35 

1st  v.  service 

2nd     „ 
3rd     it 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service. 

1  30 

1  50 
1  70 
1  90 

1  65 
1  80 

1st  y.  service 

2nd     „ 
3rd      .1 
4th  and  sub. 
y.  service. 

1  50 
1  30 

1  45 
1  55 

1  65 

1  15 
1  50 

1  75 

1  25 

30  00 

•      • 

.... 

• 



40  00 

1C0  00 

. .   .  . 

Men 

.... 

110- 

150 

1  10 

1  35 

•• 

2  00- 

2  25 
1  85 

'(12  hours).. . 

1  55- 
1  60 

. 

1 

702 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


March,  1903 


WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF 
Table  No.  5. — Maintenance  of  Way  Men,  Yard 

CLASS  OF 


6 
O 

>> 

03 

•  1— 1 

03 

27 
24 

25 
26 

28 

40 
4 

1 
3 

41 

1 

1 

35 
4^ 

Track  Foremen. 

Trackmen. 

Yardmasters 

Province. 

Specified 
Conditions. 

c 

o 
A 

u 
<v 

^_ 
c. 

03 

Ph 
$  c. 

o 
S 

© 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

| 

o 

A 

5 

C3 

y 

Ph 

rd 

a 

0 

S 

u 
9 

Ph 

Specified 
Conditions. 

Ontario .               . . . 

$ 

c. 

$c. 

1  10- 
1  35 
1  15 

1  20- 
1  35 

1  25 

1  20 
1  20- 
-1  25 
1  35 

1  25 
1  20 

1  40 
1  30 
1  35- 
-1  40 

1  20 

1  25- 
-1  40 

1  50- 
-1  60 

$ 

(10  hours) . 

1  25- 

2  25 

1  75 
1  65 

45  OC- 
-60  00 
50  00- 
-60  00 
45  00 

(10  hours) 

At  terminal 

points  (10  hrs.) 
At   other  points 

(10  hrs.)  . 

- .    . 

At  terminal 

points  (10  hrs.) 
At   other   points 

(10  hrs.) 

.... 

.  .  .     . 



Extra  gang 

. . .  . 



Extra  gang 

1  75 

Main  points  .... 

(11  hrs)     

Main  points  .... 

On  line 

45  00 

55  00 

75  00 

L0  00 

Other      H      .... 

(Further  west).  . 
On  line 

Other      m      .... 

Manitoba 

Except  in  yards 
at  larger  statn's 

.  . . . 

1  75 
-2  50 

Except  in  yards 
at  large  statin's* 

Terminal  points. 

Terminal  points,  i 

(10  hr.  day,  Sun- 
day &  holidays 
=  1|  days.) 

Section  foreman. 

(lOhr.  day,  Sun- 
day &  holidays 
-l^days.) 

Section  men .... 

1  40 

1  50 
1  40 

1  50 

1  50 

1  40 

1  50 

1  60 

1  75 

i  :;> 

2  mam  points .  . . 
Other  n 
Crows  Nest  to 
Kootenay  Ldg 

Chief  points  .... 

Other       ti      .... 

. .    . 



At  2  chief  points 

British  Columbia., 

Other  main    n    .1 
Chief  points    . .  J 

12  hours  day .... 

60  00 
55  00 
60  00 

Other      ii       

Kootenay 

Branches . . 

12  hours  day .... 

Kootn'y  branch'? 
main  points. . . 

44 

2  50 

10  hours 
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RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,  CANADA— Concluded. 
men,  Switchmen  and  Freight  Handlers — Concluded. 
EMPLOY  EES— Concluded. 


or  Foremen. 

Yardmen. 

Switchmen. 

Freight  Handlers. 

Per  hour. 

Si 

9 
ft 

$  C. 

-4-3 

o 

s 

Si 

ft 

Specified 
Conditions. 

si 

3 

o 

Si 
CD 

ft 
C. 

>>  i 

Si 

CD 

ft 

-u 

C 

o 

i 

Si 
CD 

ft 

Specified 
Conditions. 

si 

3 
O 

Si 
CD 

ft 
C. 

Si 
CD 

ft 

Sc. 

^2 

B 

o 
3 

M 
Si 

CD 
ft 

Specified 
Conditions. 

si 

B 

O 

(Si 

Si 
4* 

ft 

c. 

a 

Si 
CD 

ft 

id 

~* 
#1 

o 

B 

Si 
CD 

ft 

c. 

$  c. 

$  c. 

C. 

$ 

$ 

1st  y.  service 
2nd     M 
3rd     .. 

•  •  •  • 

1  10 
1  25 
1  40 

lO- 
ll 

1  25 

.... 



Foreman  (10 
hrs.) 

1  55 
1  25 

:■::':; 

80  00- 
-95  00 

Men  (10  hrs.) 
Foremen .  . . 

.... 

16*- 

-17 

40  00- 





Men 

115- 

-125 
1  35 
1  35 

-50  00 

1  60 
1  65 

1  35 

•     ■ 



2  20 
2  00- 

-2  25 

1  85 

(11  hrs.).... 

1  (55 

(12  hrs.)  .... 

•  •  • 

Extra  time. . 

m 



1  90- 

-2  35 

65  00 

1  85- 

-1  80 

1  15- 
-1  50 

2  80 
2  50 
2  90 
2  60 

Foremen .  . . 

40  00- 

Day  foreman 
(10  hrs.)  .. 

Day  helpers 
(10  hrs.)  .. 

Night  f ore- 
man  (10  h.) 

Night  help'rs 
(10  hrs.)  .. 

i 

Checkers .  . . 
Porters 

•  • 

135- 
-150 
110- 
-125 

1  65 

-100  00 

Porters  (10 
hrs.  day). . 

. 

1     •  •  •  . 

2  60 
2  25- 
-2  40 

. .   . 

2  40- 

-2  60 
2  25 

2  35- 
-2  45 

.... 

'      ' 

90  00 

Day 

Night 

25 
27 

• 

12  hours  day 

60  00 

25  00- 

-50  00 

704 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


March,  1903 


grouping  of  the  present  table  has  been 
carried  out  according  to  provinces  and 
classes  of  employees,  and  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  average  rates  paid  by  indivi- 
dual companies,  the  detailed  classification 
being  thought  to  render  the  tables  more 
valuable  for  purposes  of  statement  and 
comparison.  It  should  be  noted  also  that 
the  figures  given  indicate  the  rates  of 
wages  current  during  the  summer  1902, 
and  do  not  take  into  account  any  increases 
that  may  have  been  granted  since  that 
time.       It  was  thought  that  for  purposes 


of  future  comparison  the  rates  of  all  the 
tables  of  the  series  should  apply  to  the 
same  time. 

Under  the  heading  '  specified  conditions  ' 
such  additional  details  are  recorded  as  are 
of  material  consideration  in  connection 
with  the  various  rates  paid. 

Other  Tables. 

Statistical  tables  relating  to  the  wages 
and  hours  of  railway  telegraphers  and  car- 
men will  be  published  in  subsequent  issues 
of  the  Gazette. 


CONDITIONS  IN   THE   LUMBERING  INDUSTRY  OF  ONTARIO. 


IN  the  annual  address  of  the  President  of 
the  Lumbermen's  Association  of  On- 
tario, delivered  to  the  association  during 
the  past  month,  a  number  of  statements  re- 
lating to  conditions  in  the  industry  were 
presented,  which,  though  largely  of  a  gen- 
eral nature,  are  of  very  considerable  inter- 
est to  the  large  number  of  men  engaged  in 
this  important  branch  of  industry.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  association,  at  which 
the  address  was  delivered,  was  held  in  To- 
ronto, on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  and  was  largely  attended.  Be- 
sides the  reading  of  the  president's  address 
a  number  of  resolutions  were  adopted  re- 
lating to  matters  of  more  or  less  importance 
to  the  industry. 

Prices  and  Wages  in  the  Lumbering 
Industry. 

The  steady  advance  in  the  price  of  lum- 
ber to.  a  figure  higher  to-day  than  any 
which  has  prevailed  in  the  history  of  the 
industry  in  Ontario  was  the  first  feature 
referred  to  by  the  president.  Bills  for  lum- 
ber, according  to  the  president,  had  never 
been  more  promptly  met,  and,  with  the  de- 
mand for  all  saw-mill  products  firm,  hold- 
ers of  lumber  need  fear  no  drop  in  prices 
for  the  next  six  months.  The  corresponding 
advance  in  stumpage  and  labour,  however, 
prevented  profits  from  being  excessive. 
Wages  for  work  in  the  bush  in  the  year 


1897  averaged  sixteen  dollars  per  month, 
including  board.  For  the  present  year  an 
average  outlay  of  practically  double  this 
amount  has  been  estimated  on  wages  ac- 
count. Many  items  of  supplies  have  also 
greatly  advanced  in  price.  Thus,  the  aver- 
age price  of  a  horse  in  1897  was  $65 ;  in 
1902  the  same  animal  cost  $175. 

The  Car  Famine. 

The  scarcity  of  cars  for  transportation 
purpose  has  been  a  prominent  difficulty 
with  lumbermen  during  the  past  year,  the 
different  railways,  notwithstanding  fre- 
quent advances  in  rates  during  recent  years, 
having  failed  to  increase  their  facilities  on 
a  scale  sufficient  for  the  proper  handling  of 
the  traffic.  The  action  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
Companies  in  applying  funds  to  road-bed 
and  rolling  stock  improvements  was  com- 
mended by  the  President  of  the  Associ- 
ation. Opposition  was  expressed  to  the 
principle  of  granting  subsidies  to  promo- 
tors  for  the  purpose  of  building  railways) 
to  open  the  country,  the  suggestion  being 
made  that,  where  a  railway  was  requisite, 
the  Dominion  and  provincial  governments 
should  join  hands  in  the  building  and  the 
owning  of  the  road,  and  allow  transporta- 
tion companies  the  privilege  of  operating 
it  on  terms  giving  a  fair  return  for  th 
work  performed. 
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Resolutions  Adopted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  stating  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  the  association  that  no 
export  duty  should  be  placed  on  any  pro- 
duct of  the  forest,  but  that  the  timber,  being 
the  property  of  the  provinces,  the  policy  of 
dealing  with  it  should  be  left  in  their  hands. 
The  association  also  endorsed  the  resolution 


passed  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Canadian  Forestry  Association  urging  that 
the  newer  and  unsettled  portions  of'  the 
country  should  be  explored  in  advance  of 
settlement  in  order  to  prevent  the  opening 
up  for  settlement  of  land  unsuitable  for 
agricultural  purposes,  but  adopted  to  the 
growth  and  production  of  timber. 


TRADE   DISPUTES   DURING   THE   MONTH   OF   FEBRUARY. 


The  number  of  trade  disputes  which  oc- 
curred during  the  month  of  February  was 
unusually  large,  and  some  of  them  were  of 
very  considerable  importance,  both  in  re- 
gard to  the  number  of  men  involved,  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  industries  directly 
and  indirectly  affected.  The  following  an- 
alysis includes  the  leading  facts  of  the 
situation  : — 

Analysis  of  Trade  Disputes  of  the  Month. 

Number  and  magnitude. — Two  disputes 
which  began  in  the  previous  month  were 
still  unsettled  in  February.  These  involv- 
ed two  companies  and  206  men.  Twelve 
new  disputes  were  reported  during  the 
month,  involving  19  establishments,  4,206 
workmen  directly,  and  2,535  indirectly. 
There  were  also  three  minor  disturbances, 
which  on  acocunt  of  their  insignificance, 
can  hardly  be  classed  under  the  head  of 
strikes. 

Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — The  ag- 
gregate loss  of  working  days  amounted  to 
47,882.  In  forming  this  estimate  account 
is  taken  of  all  the  men  thrown  out  of  em- 
ployment during  the  month,  both  directly 
and  indirectly  connected  with  establish- 
ments, which  were  compelled  to  diminish 
or  cease  their  work  owing  to  trade  dis- 
putes. 

Trades  affected  by  new  disputes. — In  the 
building  trades  there  was  one  dispute,  af- 
fecting one  firm  and  8  men.  In  the  min- 
ing industries  there  were  two  involving 
two  companies,  2,125  men  directly  and  192 
indirectly,  with  a  loss  of  27,923  working 


days.  There  wrere  two  new  disputes  among 
transportation  companies,  involving  3,351 
men  and  a  loss  of  6,551  days.  In  the  tex- 
tile industries  there  w7as  one,  in  which  were 
concerned  4  firms  and  84  workmen,  causing 
a  loss  of  1,596  working  days.  There  were 
two  disputes  in  the  boot  and  shoemaking 
industry,  involving  two  establishments,  375 
men,  and  a  loss  of  2,571  clays.  In  the  metal 
and  engineering  trades,  there  was  one  dis- 
pute, involving  5  companies,  and  250  men, 
with  a  loss  of  1,000  days.  There  was  one 
strike  among  granite  cutters,  causing  a 
loss  of  170  days,  in  which  were  concerned 
one  company  and  ten  men.  There  was  also 
one  among  cigarmakers,  involving  one  firm 
and  65  men,  with  a  loss  of  780  days,  and 
one  in  the  carriage  making  industry,  in 
which  were  concerned  263  men  of  one  firm, 
who  lost  2,367  working  days. 

Causes. — As  in  many  cases,  a  number  of 
distinct  causes  lead  up  to  a  strike,  the  fol- 
lowing summary  only  takes  into  account 
what  seems  to  have  been  the  chief  cause- 
in  each  particular  instance  :  A  demand 
for  shorter  hours  produced  one  strike,  non- 
recognition  of  a  union,  three  ;  employ- 
ment of  non-union  men,  two  ;  discharge 
of  employees,  three  ;  refusal  to  pay  union 
scale  of  wages,  two  ;  and  the  stopping  of 
special  pay,  one. 

Results. — Of  the  four  disputes  that  were 
settled  during  the  month,  the  strikers  gain- 
ed most  of  their  demands  in  three  cases, 
and  in  the  fourth  the  men  returned  to  work 
as  before,  having  been  idle  only  three  days. 
This  latter  strike  was  due  to  the  employ- 
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merit  of  non-union  men,  but  as  the  con- 
tractor was  willing  to  engage  union  men 
only,  if  they  could  be  obtained,  and  as 
none  were  to  be  found,  there  was  no  object 
in  continuing  the  dispute. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Month. 

Of  the  disputes  which  began  in  January, 
and  continued  throughout  the  following 
month,  the  most  important  was  the  strike 
of  employees  of  the  Quebec  Southern  Rail- 
way. As  this  is  treated  in  a  special  article 
no  extended  reference  is  necessary  here. 
In  a  strike  of  printers  in  Montreal,  the 
company  concerned  was  able  to  resume 
work  by  employing  non-union  men. 

New  Disputes. 

The  most  important  disputes  which  oc- 
curred in  February  were  those  of  the  gar- 
ment cutters  and  trimmers  in  Toronto,  the 
street  railway  employees  in  Montreal,  the 
coal  miners  in  Fernie,  Morrissey  and 
Michel,  British  Columbia,  and  the  coal 
miners  in  Nanaimo,  B.C. 

Toronto  Garment  Workers'  Strike. 

On  February  2,  the  garment  cutters  and 
trimmers  belonging  to  the  firms  of  W.  R. 
Johnston  &  Co.,  Lailey,  Watson  &  Bond, 
Chalcraft  &  Co.,  and  Northway  & 
Son,  of  Toronto,  went  on  strike,  and 
they  did  not  all  return  to  work  until 
February  24.  On  the  11th,  the  em- 
ployees of  W.  E.  Chalcraft  &  Co.  re- 
turned to  work,  Mr.  Chalcraft  having  pro- 
mised to  comply  with  the  decision  of  arbi- 
trators, and  allow  his  men  the  benefit  of  the 
settlement  from  the  time  they  began  .work. 
On  the  16th,  the  strikers  were  re-inforced 
by  the  pressers  from  the  shops  af- 
fected to  the  number  of  Q6.  The 
demands  of  the  men  were  that  the 
hours  of  work  be  reduced  from  55  per 
week  to  49,  that  the  employment  of  appren- 
tices be  regulated  in  a  satisfactory  manner, 
and  that  their  organization  be  recognized. 
The  employers  offered  a  reduction  of  three 
hours  a  week,  but  this  was  rejected.? 
Through  the  mediation  of  Mr.  Robert 
Glockling,  Secretary  of  the  Ontario  Bureau 


of  Labour,  an  agreement  was  finally  reach- 
ed, and  the  men  returned  to  work  on  Feb- 
ruary 24.  The  terms  of  the  settlement 
were  an  immediate  reduction  of  half  an 
hour  a  day,  and  a  further  reduction  of  half 
an  hour  on  November  1,  the  period  of  ap- 
prenticeship to  be  three  years,  with  re-' 
cognition  of  the  union. 

Montreal  Street  Railway  Strike. 

On  Thursday,  February  5,  two  deputa- 
tions of  the  Montreal  Street  Railway  em- 
ployees tried  unsuccessfully  to  obtain  an 
interview  with  the  general  manager  of  the 
company,  in  order  to  present  their  griev- 
ances to  him.  A  meeting  of  the  union, 
which  was  largely  attended,  was  held  that 
night,  and  after  the  situation  had  ban 
fully  explained  to  the  men,  it  was  unani- 
mously resolved,  shortly  after  twelve  o'clock, 
to  declare  a  strike,  and  from  that  time  until, 
it  was  over  the  street  railway  service  was 
completely  tied  up.  The  demands  of  the 
employees  were  recognition  of  their  union, 
an  increase  of  salary,  and  reinstate- 
ment of  men  who  had  been  recently  dis- 
missed. During  the  strike  very  few  acts 
of  voilence  were  committed.  These  con- 
sisted in  temporarily  destroying  the  useful- 
ness of  three  or  four  cars  and  a  sweeper, 
which  the  company  attempted  to  run 
after  the  strike  had  been  declared.  Some 
damage  was  also  done  to  about  half  a  m'le 
of  tracks  by  flooding  them,  but  this  act  was 
repudiated  by  the  men.  A  special  rneeiing 
of  the  city  council  was  held  on  Friday, 
February  6,  at  which  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed.to  endeavour  to  bring  'he  dispute 
to  an  end.  This  committee  was  successful 
in  its  efforts  and  the  strike  was  declared  offi 
at  midnight,  February  7.  As  another  in- 
stance of  the  settlement  of  a  street  railway! 
strike  *by  means  of  voluntary  conciliation,] 
this  settlement  is  of  special  significance. 
The  terms  of  settlement  as  finally  agreed 
to  were  as  follows: — 

1.  No  one  shall  be  dismissed  without 
full  and  equitable  reason. 

2.  The  company  will  give  an  equitable 
hearing  to  any  employee  against  whom 
complaint  has  been  made,  and  appeal  ma: 
be  carried  to  the  highest  officer,  be  it  to  tl 
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superintendent,  the  manager,  or  even  to  the 
president. 

3.  The  company  will  maintain  the  same 
scale  of  wages  to  sweepers  as  that  in  force 
on  February  3. 

4.  The  company  will,  on  demand,  show 
to  a  deputation  of  its  employees  all  reports 
that  shall  have  been  made  against  recently 
dismissed  employees. 

5.  The  company  will  grant  a  general  in- 
crease of  salary  equivalent  to  about  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  scale  of  wages  in  force  on  Feb- 
ruary 3. 

6.  The  company  recognizes  the  right  of 
their  men  to  belong  to  any  union  or  benefit 
association  of  their  own  that  they  may  see 
fit.  In  case  of  any  difference  arising  be- 
tween the  company  and  its  employees,  the 
management  will,  at  all  times,  be  ready  to 
discuss  such  grievances  with  the  men  in  its 
employ,  and  attendance  upon  any  deputa- 
tion to  lay  the  views  of  the  men  before  the 
management  will  in  no  wise  be  prejudicial 
to  the  employees  composing  the  same.  The 
company,  however,  cannot  undertake  to  dis- 
criminate among  its  employees  nor  to  grant 
any  difference  of  treatment  to  those  who 
are  members  of  such  union  over  those  who 
are  not. 

7.  All  men  discharged  since  January  1, 
1903,  may  have  their  cases  considered  by 
the  directors,  and,  in  case  there  is  dissatis- 
faction with  the  verdict,  the  case  may  be, 
on  the  demand  of  either  party,  submitted 
to  a  board  of  arbitration,  composed  of  one 
representative  named  by  the  men,  one  per- 
son by  the  company,  and  a  third  by  agree- 
ment between  the  two  thus  named,  each 
party  agreeing  to  be  bound  by  this  final 
verdict. 

8.  If  there  are  any  other  matters  at  issue, 
the  company  is  prepared  to  discuss  the  same 
with  its  employees  as  soon  as  the  service  is 
resumed. 

Strikes  in  British  Columbia  Coal  Mines. 

An  account  of  the  strike  of  the  coal 
miners  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Com- 
pany at  Fernie,  Morrisey  and  Michel,  B.C., 
is  given  in  a  special  article  published  else- 
where in  the  present  number. 

The  main  issue  involved  in  the  strike  of 
>  coal  miners  in  Nanaimo,  which  began  on 
;  February  16,   and  was   concluded  on  Feb- 
ruary   26th,    was    the    withdrawal    by    the 
Western   Fuel   Company   of   an   allowance 
j  of  25  cents  per  shift  per  man,  which  had 
formerly  been  granted  by  its  predecessors, 
the  New  Vancouver  Coal  Company,  to  the 


miners  who  used  the  Clanny  safety  lamp. 
An  agreement  had  been  entered  into  with 
the  latter  company  that  thirty  days'  notice 
should  be  given  by  either  side  before  any 
change  in  wages  was  made,  and  the  miners 
considered  that  the  Western  Fuel  Company 
should  be  bound  by  this  agreement.  The 
reason  why  this  allowance  was  stopped  was 
on  account  of  the  introduction  of  a  new 
lamp,  which  was  free  from  certain  defects 
of  the  Clanny  lamp,  and  the  company, 
therefore,  did  not  think  the  bonus  any 
longer  necessary.  The  men  also  demanded 
an  increase  of  20  per  cent  on  all  wages  paid 
below  ground,  which  was  refused  by  the 
company. 

Another  grievance  was  the  throwing  out 
of  employment  of  150  men  owing  to  the  ex- 
haustion of  one  of  the  mines.  The  com- 
pany offered  them  work  on  a  lower  seam  of 
another  mine  at  the  rate  of  wages  paid  in 
other  parts  of  the  mine,  but  the  men  refused 
to  accept  it.  The  company  finally  agreed 
to  restore  the  allowance  for  the  lamps  and 
to  increase  the  wages  on  the  tonnage  in  a 
new  seam  which  is  being  opened  up. 

The  matters  in  dispute  between  the  shoe 
machine  workers  and  the  firm  of  Goulet  & 
Garant,  Quebec,  have  been  referred  to  a 
board  of  arbitrators,  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  agreement  made  by  the  com- 
pany last  year  with  its  employees. 

Minor  Industrial  Disturbances. 

On  February  3,  the  carpenters  on  board 
the  steamer  Pharsalia,  struck  for  advance 
of  from  20  cents  to  25  cents  per  hour.  It 
was  gran  ted  to  them  without  delay. 

On  February  9,  about  two  hundred  day 
labourers,  who  had  been  engaged  by  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  in  Montreal  to  shovel 
snow  at  $1.25  a  day,  refused  to  work  and 
demanded  $1.50  a  day.  The  company, 
however,  refused  to  pay  them  this  amount 
and  secured  others  to  take  their  places. 

On  February  9,  the  deck  hands  on  board 
the  steamer  Ramona,  New  Westminster, 
B.C.,  were  notified  of  a  reduction  in  wages 
from  $40  to  $30  a  month.  They  immedi- 
ately  instituted    a    strike,    whereupon    the 
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company  reconsidered  the  proposed  reduc- 
tion and  decided  not  to  make  it,  and  the 
trouble  ended  that  day. 

On  February  18,  twenty-two  frame  spin- 
ners of  the  Merchants'  Cotton  Company  in 
Montreal,  refused  to  perform  some  new 
work  assigned  to  them,  on  account  of  the 
speed  of  the  machines.  They  all,  however, 
returned  to  work,  in  a  short  time,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  who  had  been  discharged. 

A  strike  involving  six  new  members  of 
the  Painters'  and  Decorators'  Union  took 
place  in  Toronto,  on  account  of  the  em- 
ployment of  a  man  not  in  good  standing 
with  the  union,  but  it  was  settled  on  Feb- 
ruary 10  by  the  man  concerned  paying  a 
fine  to  the  union. 


ENFORCEMENT     OF     FAIR     WAGES 

RESOLUTION  BY  POST  OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT,  FEBRUARY, 

1903. 

During  the  month  of  February  the  fol- 
lowing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned, all  of  which  were  given  subject  to 
the  regulations  for  the  suppression  of  the 
sweating  system  and  securing  payment  to 
the  working  men  and  working  women  of 
fair  wages  and  the  performance  of  the  work 
under  proper  sanitary  conditions  : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps   and  type 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . . . 

Making  and  repairing  post  office  scales.    . 

Supplying   mail    bags 

Repairing  mail  bags.    

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  supplying  mail 
bag  fittings 

Making  letter  boxes  and  repairing  mail 
clerks'  tin  travelling  boxes 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing   postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official   uniforms 


$    452  69 
26  80 

650  48 

148  50 

1,305  55 

719  16 

74  10 

280  67 

23  75 

33  00 
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GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  FEBRUARY. 

(Information  supplied   by  the    Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  February,  together  with  a  minimum  rates  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers 
engaged  upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each 
contract : 

Construction  of  an  isolated  block  of  crib-work,  South  Shore  of  Island  of  Orleans 

at  St.  Francois,  county  of  Montmagny,  Que.     Date  of  contract,  February  7,  1903. 

Amount  of  contract,  $11,800. 

FAIR  WAGES   SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman.. 

Carpenters 

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths'  helpers..  . 
Ordinary  labourers..  .. 
Driver  with  one  horse.. 
Driver  with  two  horses 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$2.25  per  day  of  10  hours. 


1.25 

t  ( 

10       " 

1.50 

i  I 

10       " 

1.00 

1 1 

10       " 

1.00 

a 

10       " 

2.00 

t  i 

10       " 

2.50 

t  i 

10       " 

REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  were  received  at  the  Department 
of  Labour  during  February,   1903  : — 

CANADIAN  REPORTS. 
Dominion  Lands  and  Immigration. 

Report  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  for 
the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1902.  King's 
Printer,   Ottawa.     570  pages.     Price,  45  cents. 

This  report  gives  a  very  fair  idea  of 
the  rapid  development  which  is  taking  place 
in  the  more  newly  settled  portions  of  the 
Dominion,  particularly  in  the  North-west 
Territories,  British  Columbia  and  the  Yuk- 
on district.  In  this  connection,  the  follow- 
ing figures  obtained  from  the  report  are 
of  interest  :  The  number  of  free  home- 
stead entries  during  the  past  year  amounted 
to  14,633,  covering  an  area  of  2,341,280, 
an  increase  of  6,4G6  entries  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  number  of  immigrants 
was  67,379.  The  output  of  gold  from  the 
Klondike  last  year  is  calculated  to  have 
been  $12,000,000,  as  compared  with  18,000,- 
000,  in  1901,  but  the  decrease  of  produc- 
tion is  offset  by  the  constant  decrease  in  the 
cost  of  mining,  which  is  fully  fifty  per  cent 
less  than  in  1899. 


Agriculture  in  Canada. 

■ 

Report  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  for  the 
year  ended  October  31,  1902.  King's  Printer,! 
Ottawa.     347  pages.     Price,  15  cents. 

The  following  statistics  with  regard  tt. 
the  farming  industry  are  given  in  this  n 
port  :    In  1902,  the  value  of  the  most  im- 
portant farm  products  exported  amountc 
to  $80,705,184.    The  best  previous  year  w; 
in  1900,  when  the  same  exports  were  worl 
$73,281,702.     The  report  contains,  in  addi) 
tion,  a  summary  of  the  work  done  in 
year  by  the  branches   of  Patents,  Pub! 
Health  and  Statistics.     Among  the  appej 
dices  are  reports  of  the  Director-General 
Public   Health,   the   Chief  Veterinary   Ii 
spector,   Commissioners   to   the  Paris  E: 
position   of   1900,   and   those   to   the   P* 
American  Exposition  of  1901  and  the  Gh 
gow  Exhibition  of  1901. 

ONTARIO   REPORT. 
Agriculture  in  Ontario. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Department  of  Agr 
culture  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  for  190 
Vol.  I.,  S20  pages;  Vol.  II.,  822  pages.  King 
Printer,  Toronto. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  these  two  volume 
is  taken  up  with  reports  of  the  various  agrii 
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cultural  societies  and  associations  of  the 
province,  which  together  embrace  practi- 
cally all  the  scientific  and  industrial  pur- 
suits which  are  in  any  way  of  interest  to 
a  farming  community.  Volume  I  also  con- 
tains the  report  of  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, with  detailed  accounts  of  the  experi- 
ments conducted  there.  In  the  report  of 
the  Bureau  of  Industries  in  Volume  II,  are 
to  be  found  many  valuable  statistics  relat- 
ing to  the  farming  industry,  including 
average  rates  of  wages  of  farm  labourers 
from  1892  to  1901  ;  the  acreage,  yield  per 
acre,  and  market  value  of  the  chief  crops 
in  Ontario,  in  1901,  according  to  coun- 
tries; the  extent  of  pasture  land,  orchards 
and  vineyards  in  the  province  ;  the  num- 
ber of  heads  and  value  of  the  different 
kinds  of  live  stock,  and  the  value  of  farms, 
and  farm  property. 

BEITISH  REPORT. 
Trades  Unions  in  Great  Britain. 

Report  by  the  Chief  Labour  Correspondent  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  on  Trade  Unions  in  1901. 
Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  London.  237  pages.  Price, 
Hid. 

This  report  gives  very  full  statistics  with 
regard  to  the  trade  unions  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, both  as  to  their  income  and  expendi- 
ture in  gross  and  per  capita,  and  according 
to  the  special  levies  and  benefits,  and  also 


as  to  their  membership.  The  funds  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  belonging  to 
the  hundred  principal  unions  amounted  to 
£4,161,916,  which  was  equal  to  71s.  8-ld. 
per  member.  The  1,236  unions  which  were 
in  existence  at  the  end  of  1901,  had  a  total 
membership  of  1,922,780,  an  increase  of 
12,166  over  the  previous  year.  In  the  mat- 
ter of  expenditure  £204,517  went  toward 
dispute  benefits,  £325,866  towards  unem- 
ployed benefits,  £344,834  for  accidents  and 
sickness,  £202,952  for  superannuation,  and 
£98,815  for  funeral  benefits,  all  these  figures 
being  taken  from  returns  made  by  the  hun- 
dred principal  unions. 

UNITED  STATES  REPORT. 
Colorado  Labour  Statistics. 

Eighth  Biennial  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  La- 
bour Statistics  of  the  State  of  Colorado,  1901- 
1902.     State   Printers,   Denver.     456   pages. 

Among  the  numerous  subjects  treated  in 
this  report  the  following  may  be  mentioned 
as  being  of  special  interest  and  import- 
ance :  Statistics  of  women  wage  earners, 
and  their  opinions  on  certain  subjects  vi- 
tally touching  them  ;  Labour  Organiza- 
tions in  Colorado  ;  wages  ;  Prices  of  Com- 
modities ;  Strikes,  Lockouts  and  Boycotts; 
Child  Labour  ;  Co-operation  ;  Mining  ; 
Agriculture,  and  Railways. 


RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


QUEBEC  CASES. 

Action  for  Wages. 

II,  a  sailor,  brought  an  action  for  $55.89 
wages  which,  he  alleged,  were  due  him  by 
J  for  services  rendered.  J  pleaded  that  H 
had  left  his  employment  before  the  end  of 
the  voyage  and  that  that  was  the  only  time 
he  was  bound  to  pay.  He  deposited  $23  in 
court,  however,  as  money  which  he  con- 
sidered due.  II  replied  that  he  had  left 
the  ship  with  the  captain's  consent,  as  he 
was  ill,  and  had  to  go  to  the  hospital  ;  and 
this  he  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
court.  On  the  other  hand,  however,  the) 
court  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  amount 
deposited  was  all  that  was  due  H,'  and  judg- 
iment  was  therefore  given  for  that  sum. 


(Hastings  vs.  Jones.  Judgment  given  by  Mr. 
Justice  Lavergne,  in  the  Superior  Court,  at 
Montreal,   Februry   19,   1903.) 

Employee   Leaving   without   Notice. 

An  interesting  judgment  regarding  the 
right  to  wages  for  work  actually  done  of 
an  employee  who  leaves  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  for  which  he  was  engaged,' 
was  decided  this  month  in  Montreal. 

A.  E.  McKee  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
upon  a  monthly  salary.  He  left  about  the 
middle  of  one  month,  and,  as  the  company,, 
refused  to  pay  him  his  salary  to  date, 
brought  an  action  to  recover  that  amount.' 
In  answer  the  company  pleaded  that  McKee. 
had  left  without  any  lawful  cause  or  excuse 
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and  in  violation  of  his  contract  of  engage- 
ment, and  without  giving  it  any  notice  of 
his  intention,  as  required  both  by  law  and 
custom  ;  that  by  reason  of  this  desertion 
he  had  forfeited  his  right  to  any  salary 
or  wages  due  him  at  the  time  of  his  deser- 
tion as  he  had  put  the  company  to  great 
inconvenience  and  loss,  for  which  they  ask- 
ed damages  to  the  extent  of  $50. 

The  court  maintained  the  contention  of 
the  company,  holding  that  McKee  had  no 
right  to  leave  his  employers  in  the  middle 
of  a  month  and  without  giving  due  notice, 
and  that  by  so  doing  he  had  forfeited  his 
right  to  payment  for  the  days  he  had  actu- 
ally worked.  The  court  also  awarded  dam- 
ages to  the  company  for  the  loss  suffered 
by  MoKee's  desertion. 

In  this  case  there  was  no  written  con- 
tract between  McKee  and  the  Company,, 
nor  was  any  exact  limit  fixed  to  the  time 
of  his  employment.  He  was  merely  en- 
gaged at  a  monthly  salary. 

(MdKee  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
Judgment  rendered  in  the  Circuit  Court  at  Mon- 
treal, by  Mr.  Justice  Dorion,  February  19,  1903.) 

ONTARIO  CASES. 

Right  of  Trade  Union  to  ask  Employees 

to  Strike. 

An  interesting  decision  was  recently 
given  at  Toronto  in  the  pending  case  of 
Small  vs.  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians. Small,  who  was  the  manager  of  an 
opera  house,  has  brought  an  action  against 
the  defendant  claiming  that  it  or  its  officers 
have  interfered  with  the  men  in  its  em- 
ployment, and  asking  for  a  perpetual  in- 
junction restraining  them  from  so  doing. 
It  appears  that  the  Federation  of  Musicians 
intimated  to  Small  that  unless  he  reinsta- 
ted the  former  leader  of  his  orchestra  other 
members  of  the  same  would  be  ordered  to 
go  out  on  strike,  and  it  is  alleged  that  some 
of  them  were  actually  asked  to  stop  work. 
Small  obtained  a  temporary  injunction  re- 
straining any  further  interference  with  his 
employees.  Later  it  was  sought  to  have 
this  injunction  kept  in  force  until  the  ac- 
tion was  tried,  which  was  opposed  by  the 


Federation  of  Musicians.  The  decision  on 
this  point  was  given  by  Chancellor  Boyd, 
who  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  injunc- 
tion should  be  continued  until  the  trial.  In 
the  course  of  his  judgment  his  Lordship 
said :  '  According  to  Mr.  Carey's  evidence, 
the  action  of  the  body  he  represents  was 
based  mainly  upon  the  conclusion  that 
Small  had  engaged  Evans  and  his  orchestra 
for  the  season  1902-3,  or  at  all  events  that 
negotiations  tending  that  way  were  in  pro- 
gress and  not  determined  when  counter 
negotiations  were  opened  by  Small  with 
Creswell,  which  led  to  his  orchestra  being 
actually  engaged  for  thai  season.  The 
right  of  interposition  in  such  a  case  is  based 
upon  what  he  calls  a  '  local  law '  not  in 
print  or  to  be  found  in  the  rules  or  consti- 
tution of  the  musical  organization,  defend- 
ants, and  of  which  the  plaintiff  says  he  was 
not  informed.  Apart  from  this  the  plain- 
tiff's evidence  is  that  there  were  no  pendin 
negotiations  with  Evans  when  Creswell  w 
engaged — that  they  had  not  been  beg 
with  his  authority — and,  whatever  they 
cover,  all  had  been  ended  as  to  his  engaging 
Evans  before  he  applied  to  Creswell.  On; 
this  alleged  footing  the  defendants  insistj 
that  Evans  be  reinstated  with  his  orchestra 
at  the  plaintiff's  opera  house,  though  the 
plaintiff  prefers  to  have  Creswell  and  has 
a  contract  with  him  for  the  season.  Both 
parties  seem  to  agree  that  the  kind  of  en-! 
gagement  in  question  was  for  the  season. 

1  The  machinery  of  the  defendants' 
ganization  has  been  brought  to  bear  agai 
the  plaintiff  in  his  management  of  the  b 
ness  at  London  on  this  assumption  of  f 
and  law,  which  are  both  disputed,  a 
weighing  the  advantages  against  the  disad 
vantages,  it  is  more  convenient  in  the  in 
terest  of  the  plaintiff  to  have  the  presen' 
orchestra  continued  in  his  employment  til 
the  trial  than  to  have  any  interruption  oi 
discontinuance  by  the  active  intervention 
of  the  defendants.  And  this  course  will  b 
in  no  wise  detrimental  to  the  defendant; 
even  if  they  are  found  to  be  in  the  right  o 
the  merits. 

'  Relevant  issues   of  fact   present  then 
selves  for  determination.       At  present 


Makch,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


713 


seems  to  me  that  Mr.  Justice  Darling's 
language  is  pertinent  to  the  situation.  "  It 
is  not  enough  that  the  defendants  were  not 
actuated  by  improper  motives.  Their  suffi- 
cient justification  for  interference  with 
plaintiff's  right  must  be  an  equal  or  supe- 
rior right  in  themselves,  and  no  one  can 
legally  excuse  himself  to  a  man  of  whose 
contract  he  has  procured  the  breach  on  the 
ground  that  he  acted  on  a  wrong  under- 
standing of  his  own  rights  or  without  mo- 
tive or  bona  fide  or  in  the  interests  of  him- 
self, nor  even  that  he  acted  as  an  altruist, 
seeking  only  the  good  of  another  and  care- 
less of  his  own  advantages.  Read  vs. 
Friendly  Society  of  Operative  Stonemasons, 
of  England,  Ireland  and  Wales  (1900),  2 
e.  B.,  '88-'96.' 

1 1  do  not  interfere,  therefore,  with  the 
present  injunction,  but  the  case  should  be 
tried  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Reserved 
till  the  hearing  of  further  order.' 

(Small  vs.  American  Federation  of  Musicians. 
—Decision  given  by  Boyd,  C,  at  Toronto,  Jan- 
uary 2,   1903.) 

Grand  Trunk  Railway   Company  Provi- 
dent Society  Case. 


W.  H.  was  employed  by  rlie  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  Company  as  an  engine  driver.  As 
he  was  a  permanent  employee  of  the  com- 
pany he  was  also  a  member  of  the  Insurance 
and  Provident  Society,  which  is  carried  on 
in  connection  with  and  for  the  benefit  of 
the  employees  of  that  company.  In  the 
course  of  his  work  he  was  acting  as  driver 
on  an  engine  of  a  passenger  train  which] 
was  derailed  near  Hamilton,  in  which  acci- 
dent he  was  killed.  His  widow  sued  the 
company  for  damages,  alleging  that  the  ac- 
cident was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  its 
employee  in  charge  of  the  points  and  sig- 
nals at  the  place  where  the  engine  went  off 
the  track.  The  trial  judge  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  way  no  evidence  of 
negligence,  and  that,  therefore,  the  case 
should  not  be  submitted  to  the  jury.  He 
also  added  that,  on  account  of  the  deceased 
having  been  a  member  of  the  Insurance  and 
Provident  Society,  to  the  funds  of  which 


.! 


the  company  contributed,  and  being  bound 
by  a  rule  that  as  a  member  of  such  society 
he  could  not  sue  the  company  for  injuries 
received  in  its  employment,  there  would 
have  been  no  right  of  action  if  he  had  sur- 
vived, nor  could  his  wife  now  bring  action 
against  the  company  for  his  death. 

From  this  decision  the  plaintiff  appealed 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  but  that  tribunal 
maintained  the  judgment  given  at  the  trial 
and  dismissed  the  appeal. 

(Holden  vs.  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company. 
— Decision  rendered  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  at 
Toronto,  January  22,   1903.) 

Is  the  use  of  Soft  Coal  a  Nuisance  ? 

A  decision  was  recently  given  in  the  Di- 
vision Court  at  Hamilton,  which,  in  view 
of  the  prevailing  scarcity  of  hard  coal,  is 
of  peculiar  interest  at  present.  Mrs.  Pat- 
terson sued  her  neighbour,  Mrs.  Freeborn, 
for  $60  damages,  claiming  that  the  latter 
had  created  a  nuisance  by  using  soft  coal 
in  her  stove,  thereby  not  only  causing  Mrs. 
Patterson  great  annoyance,  but  also  spoil- 
ing her  wash  which  was  on  the  clothes-line, 
and  damaging  the  contentsof  her  house.  On 
the  other  hand,  Mrs.  Freeborn  contended 
that  the  stove  was  managed  as  well  as  pos- 
sible, that  no  more  soot  than  necessary  was 
sent  into  the  adjoining  yard,  and  that  the 
use  of  soft  coal  was  justified  by  the  scarcity 
of  hard  coal. 

The  court  dismissed  the  action,  holding 
that  no  blame  could  attach  to  Mrs.  Free- 
born for  using  soft  coal  this  winter. 

(Patterson  vs.  Freeborn. — Decision  given  by 
Judge  Snider  in  the  First  Division  Court  cf  the 
County  of  Wentworth  at  Hamilton.) 

Keduction  of  Damages  Demanded. 

Amelia  Pierce  was  employed  by  the  Royal 
Laundry  Company.  In  the  course  of  her 
work  her  hand  was  caught  in  a  mangle,  and 
as  a  result  of  the  accident  she  lost  part  of 
it.  She  sued  the  company  for  damages, 
alleging  that  this  would  not  have  occurred 
had  the  mangle  been  properly  guarded  in 
compliance  with  the  law  relating  to  danger- 
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cms  machine.  She  asked  for  $3,000  dam- 
ages, but,  while  the  jury  found  that  the 
company  had  been  negligent  in  not  hav- 
ing the  mangle  properly  guarded,  they  only 
awarded  her  $422.80.  It  is  said  that  an 
appeal  will  be  taken  from  this  judgment. 

(Pierce  vs.  Royal  Laundry  Company. — Judg- 
ment given  at  the  January  assizes  by  Chancellor 
Boyd.) 


Liability  of  Company  for  Incompetency 
of  its  Employees. 

R.  S.  Crowther,  who  was  employed  as  a 
night  watchman  by  the  Lachine  Rapid  Hy- 
draulic and  Land  Company,  met  his  death 
in  a  fire  which  occurred  .in  that  company's 
sub-station  in  Montreal.  His  widow  sued 
the  company  for  $1,999,  alleging  that  it  was 
liable  upon  the  three  following  grounds: — 

1.  That  the  persons  in  charge  of  the  switch 
board  at  which  the  fire  broke  out  were  in- 
experienced and  incompetent  to  do  the  dan- 
gerous work  with  which  they  were  charged; 

2.  That  they  imprudently  allowed  two  wires 
to  come  in  contact,  thus  producing  a  short 
circuit  which  caused  the  fire;  and  3.  That 
the  building  was  provided  with  no  appara- 
tus for  the  safety  of  those  in  it,  such  ap 
ordinary  prudence  demanded  in  an  estab- 
lishment where  work  of  a  dangerous  char- 
acter and  liable  to  cause  a  fire  at  any  mo- 
ment was  carried  on. 

The  company  contested  the  action,  deny- 
ing negligence  on  the  grounds  mentioned, 
stating  that  Crowther's  death  was  caused 
by  his  own  negligence,  and  also  setting  up 
that  the  widow  had  already  received  $1,500 
from  the  Ontario  Accident  Insurance  Com- 
pany, which  amount  had  fully  compensated 
her  for  any  damages  which  she  had  suffered 
by  reason  of  the  death  of  her  husband. 

The  evidence  was  more  or  less  contradic- 
tory. The  trial  judge  arrived  at  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  not  shown  exactly  how 
the  fire  occurred.  He  also  held  that  the 
other  employees  of  the  company  had  shown 
incompetency,  not  in  the  management  of 
the  switch  board  (as  alleged  by  the  plain- 
tiff),  but   in  the   fact   that  after   the   fire 


broke  out  they  had  not  given  warning  to 
the  deceased  who  was  upstairs,  and  who 
had,  therefore,  stayed  at  his  post  until  it 
was  too  late  to  save  himself.  Upon  this 
ground  he  therefore  held  the  company  liable 
for  the  negligence  and  incompetency  of  its 
employees. 

Regarding  the  amount  of  damages  sus- 
tained the  evidence  showed  that  Crowther 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  60  years  of 
age;  that  he  enjoyed  good  health,  and  earn- 
ed $480  a  year,  and  that  he  supported  his 
wife,  the  plaintiff.  Under  these  circum- 
stances the  court  was  of  the  opinion  that 
$1,999  was  not  excessive.  The  question 
then  arose,  however,  as  to  whether  the  fact 
that  the  widow  had  already  received  $1,500 
from  the  Accident  Insurance  Company  de- 
priving her  of  her  right  to  damages.  It 
appeared  that  the  premiums  on  this  policy 
were  paid  by  the  company  which,  however, 
retained  the  amount  paid  for  the  same  out 
of  the  wages  of  its  employee — $12  a  year 
being  deducted  from  Crowther's  wages  for 
this  purpose.  The  amount  of  the  policy  so 
paid  to  the  plaintiff,  not  as  Crowther's 
wife,  but  as  executrix  of  his  estate  under 
his  will.  The  result  of  this  was  that  the 
amount  was  paid  under  the  policy  was  lia- 
ble for  the  debts  of  the  deceased,  and  it  was, 
therefore,  not  certain  whether  his  widow 
has  really  received  the  full  amount  of  the 
policy  for  her  own  use  and  benefit.  If  she 
had  so  received  it  otherwise  the  court  was 
of  the  opinion  that  it  should  have  been  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  of  damages  award- 
ed to  her  against  the  company,  the  rule  of 
law  apparently  being  that  to  the  extent  that 
an  heir  of  the  deceased  person  is  benefited 
by  his  death,  to  that  extent  the  amount 
be  awarded  to  such  person  as  damages  oc- 
casioned by  such  death  should  be  reduced. 
The  plaintiff  was,  therefore,  ordered  to  at- 
tend for  examination  before  the  court,  so! 
that  it  might  be  determined  exactly  to  what 
extent  she  had  actually  been  benefited  ty 
the  amount  of  the  Accident  Insuran< 
policy. 

(Worboys    vs.  Lachine  Rapids    Hydraulic    and 
Land    Company. — Judgment    given     in     Superior 
Court  at  Montreal,  by  Mr.  Justice  Doherty,  Nov 
ember  14,  1902.) 
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NOETH-WEST  TEEEITOKY  CASE. 

Employee  Dismissed  for  Cause. 

McG.  was  employed  by  E.  as  a  clerk  for 
one  year  at  a  salary  of  $1,000.  After  lie 
had  served  as  such  for  about  eight  months 
he  was  dismissed  and  he  subsequently, 
brought  an  action  for  wrongful  dismissal 
against  B.,  claiming  the  balance  of  the 
wages  due  until  the  expiration  of  the 
year. 

E.  admitted  that  he  had  dismissed  McG. 
upon  the  date  alleged,  and  claimed  that  he 
was  justified  in  doing  so  upon  two  grounds, 
namely,  that  McGe.  had  used  improper 
terms  about  him  to  other  employees,  andi 
that,  secondly,  McG.  had  informed  certain 
people  that  he  had  entered  B.'s  employ- 
ment to  look  after  the  interest  of  the  lat- 
ter's  creditors. 

The  evidence  was  contradictory,  but  the 
court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  McG. 
had  actually  made  the  statement  complain- 
ed of,  and  that  he  had  also  told  certain 
people  that  E.  could  not  dismiss  him  as  he 
had  been  sent  there  by  others  to  '  straighten 
out  the  business.'  Upon  these  facts  the 
court  held  that  E.  had  a  right  to  dismiss 
McG. 

At  the  trial  it  was  not  clearly  proved 
that  at  the  time  he  dismissed  McG.,  E.  had* 
been  aware  of  his  misconduct  or  that  he  had 
dismissed  him  because  of  these  acts,  but 
the  court  held  that,  even  if  he  did  not  then 
know,  he  was  entitled  to  rely  upon  them  as 
a  defence  to  the  action. 

McG.'s  action  against  his  former  em- 
ployer was,  therefore,  dismissed  with  costs. 

(McGeorge  vs.  Ross.  5  N.W.T.  Law  Reports, 
Part  1,  p.  166.) 

UNITED  STATES  CASE. 

The  Union  Label  in  an  American  Court. 

A  decision  was  recently  given  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Tennessee,  which,  while,  of 
course,  of  no  legal  affect  in  this  country,  is 
I  yet   not   without   some    interest.     In   com- 
;  pliance  with  a  demand  from  trades  unions 
!  (according  to  the  Albany  Journal),  the  city 


council  of  Nashville  had  passed  an  ordin- 
ance requiring  that  the  label  of  the.  Allied 
Labour  Council  be  affixed  to  all  printing 
done  for  the  city.  Thereafter  the  city  had 
advertised  for  bids  for  certain  printing, 
specifying  that  all  printed  matter  supplied 
must  bear  the  union  label.  The  Marshall 
&  Bruce  Printing  Company  put  in  the  low- 
est bid  and  secured  the  contract,  but  when 
it  delivered  the  work  the  union  label  was 
found  to  be  wanting.  Therefore  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  returned  the  printing  and 
refused  to  pay  for  it.  The  company  sued 
to  recover  the  stipulated  price  for  the  work, 
setting  up  the  plea  that  the  union  label  or- 
dinance was  invalid. 

The  Supreme  Court  decided  in  favour  of 
the  company,  holding  that  because  the  or- 
dinace  was  in  conflict  with  the  charter 
provision  that  all  contracts  for  public  work 
shall  be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder,  it  was  null 
and  void.  The  court  held  further  that  the 
ordinance  was  of  the  nature  of  class  legis- 
lation and  tended  to  create  a  monopoly  and 
restrict  trade. 

ENGLISH  CASES. 

Liability   of   a   Trade   Union   to    its 
Members. 

A  curious  and  interesting  case  regarding 
the  liability  of  a  trade  union  to  its  mem- 
bers respecting  the  use  of  its  funds  was 
recently  decided  in  England. 

William  Llenry  Howden,  a  miner,  and  a 
member  of  the  Yorkshire  Miners'  Associa- 
tion, brought  an  action  against  that  asso- 
ciation for  an  injunction  to  restrain  it  from 
mis-applying  the  funds  and  dealing  with1 
them  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

It  appeared  that  the  rules  of  the  asso- 
ciation laid  down  certain  conditions  under 
which  the  funds  might  be  used  to  assist 
men  who  were  on  strike  ;  one  of  these  pro- 
visions being,  that  such  payments  could 
be  made,  if,  after  the  men  had  taken  the 
advice  of  the  council  and  had  also  taken  all 
peaceful  means  to  settle  their  grievances, 
they  could  not  obtain  any  satisfactory  ar- 
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rangement,  they  could  then  strike  after 
having  got  the  sanction  of  the  associa- 
tion, and  that  they  could  then  receive  strike 
pay.  At  the  time  the  action  was  commenced 
the  association  was  paying  money  to  cer- 
tain strikers  who,  it  was  alleged,  had  not 
complied  with  these  rules  of  the  associa- 
tion. 

Three  questions  arose  in  the  action,  two 
of  law,  and  one  of  fact.  The  first  was, 
whether,  in  view  of  the  Trade  Union  Act, 
1871,  such  an  action  could  be  brought  at 
all.  The  second  was,  whether,  supposing 
such  action  could  be  brought,  it  could  be 
taken  by  a  single  member  of  the  associa- 
tion. The  third  question  was,  whether,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  the  officers  of  the  associa- 
tion had  contravened  the  rules  by  making 
the  payments  in  question. 

Subsection  3,  section  4  of  the  Trade 
Union  Act,  1871,  reads  in  part  as  follows  : 
'  Nothing  in  this  Act  shall  enable  any  court 
to  entertain  any  legal  proceeding  instituted 
with  the  object  of  directly  enforcing  or 
recovering  damages  for  the  breach  of  any 
of  the  following  agreements,  namely,  (3) 
Any  agreement  for  the  application  of  the 
funds  of  a  trade  union  to  provide  benefits 
to  its  members.' 

It  was  contended  on  behalf  of  the  asso- 
ciation and  its  officers  that  this  section 
prevented  Howden  from  succeeding  in  his 
action,  as  it  was  one  instituted  for  enforc- 
ing an  agreement  between  himself  and  the 
association  to  provide  him  with  some  bene- 
fits,  and   that,   therefore,   the   court  could 


not  entertain  it.  The  court,  however,  held 
that  that  section  did  not  contemplate  an 
action  similar  to  the  one  brought  by  How- 
den, it  not  being  an  action  to  '  directly ' 
enforce  an  agreement  to  provide  him  with 
any  benefit.  It  was  also  held  that  Howden 
could  himself  bring  an  action  against  the 
association. 

Upon  the  question  of  fact  the  court  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  officers  of  the 
association  were  infringing  its  rules  in 
making  payments  to  the  strikers  in  ques- 
tion, and  that  they  had  no  power  to  do  so. 

The  trial  judge,  therefore,  granted  the 
injunction    asked    for    by    Howden.      The 
association  took  the  action  to  the  Court  of 
Appeal,  which  maintained  the  decision  of ' 
the  trial  judge. 

(Howden  vs.  Yorkshire  Mining  Association. 
Judgment  given  by  the  Court  of  Appeal  (Eng- 
lish), January  27,  1903.) 

The  Taff  Vale  Railway  Company   Case. 

In  the  January  number  of  the  Labour 
Gazette  reference  was  made  to  the  English 
case  of  the  Taff  Vale  Railway  Company 
vs.  the  Amalgamated  Society  of  Railway 
Servants,  in  which  the  funds  of  the  latter 
body  were  held  to  be  liable  for  the  damages 
caused  by  the  officials  of  the  Railway  Ser- 
vants having  prevented  employees  from 
working  by  intimidation,  picketing,  &c. 
These  damages  have  by  agreement  between 
the  parties,  been  assessed  at  $115,000, — 
which  sum  will  be  paid  to  the  company 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  labour  organization. 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to  hoped  that  from  another  point  of  view  the 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the  same  conditions  will  render  the  present  re- 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken  ference  to  it  in  the  Labour  Gazette  of  gen- 
to   have   information    as    complete    and  eral  interest 

impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its  The  first  of  a  series  of  articles  dealing 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re-  with  the  subject  of  cost  of  living  in  Can- 
ports,  legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other  aja>  and  representing  the  result  of  an  in- 
records  of  matters  of.  concern  to  labour,  vestigation  carried  on  by  the  department 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or  over  tne  past  four  months,  is  published  in 
opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein,  the  preSent  issue.      The  article  defines  the 

scope   and  plan   of   the   investigation   and 

the  method  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  pre- 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  sent  its  results  to  the  public  all  reference 

Ottawa,  April  15,  1903.  to  statistics,   and  other  detailed  informa- 

A  prominent  feature  of  the  present  issue  tion>  being  reserved  for  the  May  issue  of 

of  the  Labour  Gazette  is  the  amount  of  tne  Gazette. 

space  devoted  to  the  trade  disputes  of  the  A  special  article,  in  which  a  brief  state- 
month,  three  of  which,  namely,  the  strike  ment  as  to  the  condition  in  the  printing 
of  coal  miners  at  Fernie,  the  strike  of  em-  trades  in  the  maritime  provinces,  based  on 
ployees  of  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway  information  obtained  through  special  cor- 
Company,  and  the  dispute  between  the  respondence  by  the  department  during  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees  month,  is  worthy  of  special  reference.  Sta- 
and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Com-  tistics  relating  to  agriculture  in  Manitoba 
pany,  are  treated  in  special  articles.  In  ad-  and  the  North-west  Territories,  based  upon 
dition,  the  article  dealing  with  the  general  returns  recently  published  in  bulletins  of 
strike  situation  of  the  month  is  longer  than  the  Census  Department,  are  also  presented, 
usual  on  account  of  the  unusually  large  and  in  view  of  the  proportions  which  the 
number  of  strikes  reported  to  the  Depart-  immigration  and  colonization  movement  of 
ment.  the  present  year  have  already  assumed,  are 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  treat  in  a  of  special  significance, 
descriptive  and  statistical  way  the  beet  Other  special  articles  of  the  issue  are  : — 
sugar  industry  as  recently  established  in  A  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
the  province  of  Ontario.  The  fact  that  the  Columbia  Mining  Association  recently  or- 
industry  in  question,  although  already  re-  ganized  at  Victoria,  B.C.;  an  article  deal- 
presenting  a  large  investment  of  capital,  ing  with  the  coal  situation  in  Canada  dur- 
and  a  considerable  production  of  sugar,  has  ing  the  month  of  March,  on  similar  lines 
not  as  yet  reduced  its  operations  to  their  to  those  adopted  in  previous  articles  on  the 
final  form  made  the  presentation  of  accu-  subject  in  the  Gazette,  supplemented  by 
rate  statistics  somewhat  difficult,  but  it  is  special    reference    to    the    finding    of    the 
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United  States  Commission  in  the  matter 
of  the  prolonged  dispute  of  1902  between 
the  mine  operators  and  miners  in  the  an- 
thracite regions  of  Pennsylvania;  an  arti- 
cle dealing  with  technical  education  in  the 
United  States  and  in  Europe  ;  and  an 
article  describing  the  growth  and  present 
position  of  labour  organizations  in  Mani- 


toba ,  and  the  North-west  Territories,  in 
continuance  of  the  series  begun  in  the  Sep- 
tember, 1902,  issue  of  the  Gazette. 

There  are  the  usual  references  to  indus- 
trial inventions  of  the  month,  government 
contracts,  new  unions  formed,  reports  of 
Departments  and  Bureaus  and  recent  legal 
decisions. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH. 

I.— GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


THREE  special  features  may  be  noted 
as  constituting  the  leading  develop- 
ments of  the  month  of  March  in  the  labour 
market  of  Canada.  The  exceptionally  early 
opening  of  the  spring  season  influenced  em- 
ployment very  materially  in  many  branches 
of  industry,  agriculture,  lumbering  and  the 
building  trades  being  especially  affected  ; 
the  process  of  rearranging  the  various 
wages  schedules  for  the  coming  season  was 
begun  on  an  extensive  scale;  and  the  im- 
migration movement,  both  from  Europe 
and  from  the  United  States,  set  in  on  a 
scale  never  before  recorded  in  the  history  of 
Canada.  Apart  from  these  developments 
the  month  was  characterized  by  unusual 
activity  in  the  several  trades  and  industries, 
dullness  being  reported  from  only  a  few 
localities,  and  being  due  for  the  most  part 
to  special  and  temporary  causes.  As  a  re- 
sult largely  of  the  demand  for  increased 
wages  above  referred  to,  the  strike  record 
for  the  month  was  high,  17  new  disputes, 
not  including  sympathetic  strikes,  being 
reported  to  the  department  as  against  12 
in  February  and  12  in  the  corresponding 
month  of  1902.  The  opening  of  the  Do- 
minion parliament  and  of  the  legislatures 
of  Nova  Scotia,  Quebec,  Ontario  and 
Manitoba,  by  all  of  which  bodies  legislation 
of  considerable  importance  to  labour  is  in 
contemplation,  may  be  referred  to  as  an- 
other interesting  feature  of  the  month. 

Arrangement  of  Wages  Schedules. 

From  the  standpoint  of  labour  the  de- 
velopments  of  leading  importance   during 


March  had  to  do  with  the  arrangement  of 
wages  scales  in  the  several  trades  and  indus- 
tries to  cover  the  approaching  season  of 
activity.  In  this  connection  a  considerable 
body  of  information  has  reached  the  depart- 
ment, and  although  in  many  cases  com- 
plete details  as  to  particular  increases 
granted  were  not  obtainable  at  the  close  of  I 
the  month,  the  facts  that  the  movement  has 
been  inaugurated  on  an  extensive  scale,  and 
that  the  tendencies  in  the  labour  market 
are  towards  a  higher  rate  of  remuneration, 
were  made  sufficiently  clear.  The  subjoin- 
ed statement,  accordingly,  of  the  classes  of 
workmen  reported  as  having  obtained  im-j 
proved  wage  schedules  during  March, 
while  not  complete,  will  show  that  the 
movement  is  general  throughout  Canada, 
and  that  the  great  majority  of  the  trades 
have  been  more  or  less  affected  by  it. 

Wages  Increases  Granted. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  the 
wages  increases  reported  to  the  depart- 
ment during  March* : — 

Painters  at  Halifax  from  $10  to  $12  perl 
week  after  May  1;  plasterers'  labourers,) 
St.  John,  from  $1.25  to  $1.60  per  day  afterl 
March  1;  granite  cutters,  Montreal,  10  per 
cent  increase  with  9  hour  day;  shoe  ma-, 
chine  workers  (1,500),  Montreal,  from  10  to 


*It  is  the  intention  of  the  Department  to  pub- 
lish in  a  coming  issue  of  the  Gazette  a  special 
article  dealing  with  the  spring  changes  in  the 
rates  of  wages  in  Canada,  in  which  full  par- 
ticulars as  to  individual  changes  will  be  pre- 
sented and  the  general  situation  analysed  from 
various   points   of   view. 
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20  per  cent;  employees  of  shipping  agents, 
Montreal  from  5  to  7£  cents  per  hour  ; 
street  railway  employees,  Ottawa,  10  per 
cent  increase ;  stonemasons  and  bricklayers, 
Ottawa,  from  36  to  40  cents  per  hour;  cab- 
men, Ottawa,  an  improved  tariff;  employees 
Belleville  Canning  Company,  Belleville, 
from  15  to  25  per  cent;  painters,  Kingston, 
$2  per  day  of  8  hours;  journeymen  tailors, 
Toronto,  marble  workers,  Toronto,  police- 
men, Toronto,  7  per  cent ;  painters  on  King 
Edward  Hotel,  Toronto  (150),  from  30  to 
35  cents  per  hour;  fruit  basket-makers 
Stoney  Creek,  3  cents  per  hundred  baskets 
until  July  1,  2  cents  after  that  date;  team- 
sters, Hamilton,  from  $36  to  $38  per  month; 
employees  of  Canada  Scale  Works,  Hamil- 
ton, 5  to  12  per  cent;  employees  at  gas 
works,  Hamilton,  10  per  cent  after  April  1 ; 
building  trade,  St.  Catharines;  carpenters, 
Brantford,  minimum  of  20  cents  per  hour, 
with  54  hour  week  for  outside  work  and  59 
hour  week  for  factory  work,  with  time  and 
a  quarter  up  to  ten  o'clock  and  time  and  a 
half  after  ten  o'clock;  blacksmiths'  help- 
ers, Brantford,  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  per  day; 
barbers,  Brantford,  improved  tariff  after 
April  1;  painters  and  paperhangers  to  a 
minimum  of  20  cents  per  hour  for  painters 
and  22  cents  for  paperhangers  after  March 
1;  post  office  employees,  Brantford,  25  per 
cent;  employees,  Brantford,  of  Cockshutt 
Plough  Company  and  Verity  Plough  Com- 
pany,  and  Waterous  Engine  Company,  5 
per  cent  increase;  labourers,  Brantford,  to 
$1.60  per  day;  labourers,  Collingwod,  2 \ 
cents  an  hour;  textile  workers,  Hespeler; 
bricklayers  and  stonemasons,  Guelph,  from 
$2.15  to  $3  for  9  hours  after  March  1 ;  car- 
penters and  joiners,  Guelph,  from  $1.50- 
$2.25.for  10  hours  to  25  cents  per  hour,  with 
9  hour  day ;  painters,  paperhangers  and  de- 
corators, Guelph,  from  $1.50-$2.25  for  9 
hours  to  25  cents  per  hour;  stonecutters, 
Guelph,  from  $2.75  for  10  hours  to  $3  for 
9  hours  after  April  1 ;  upholsterers,  Guelph, 
from  $2  for  10  hours  to  $2.25 ;  textile  work- 
ers, Guelph,  8  to  25  per  cent;  painters  and 
decorators  to  a  minimum  of  20  cents  per 
hour;  C.  P.  R.  team  drivers,  London,  slight 
increase,  with  15  cents  per  hour  allowed  for 


overtime;  policemen  (42),  London,  7£  per 
cent  increase  to  men  and  5  per  cent  in- 
crease to  officers;  firemen,  London,  5  per 
cent;  barbers,  London,  improved  schedule; 
labourers,  London,  to  20  cents  per  hour; 
locomotive  engineers  and  firemen,  M.C.R. 
Co.,  slight  increase,  with  compensation  for 
time  lost  on  sidings;  structural  bridge  and 
iron  workers,  Fort  William;  bricklayers 
and  masons,  Fort  William  and  Port  Ar- 
thur; bricklayers,  stonemasons  and  stone- 
cutters, Winnipeg,  from  52£  to  55  cents  per 
hour,  with  a  53  hour  week;  miners  in  em- 
ploy of  Crow's  Nest  Pass  coal  Co.,  Fernie, 
B.C.*;  carpenters  at  Vancouver,  40  cents 
per  hour,  with  8  hour  day;  plasterers'  la- 
bourers at  Vancouver  to  $3.50  per  day  of  8 
hours  after  April  1;  blacksmiths,  Victoria, 
to  a  minimum  wage  of  $3.50  for  smiths  and 
$2.50  for  helpers,  with  a  9  hour  day;  car- 
riage and  wagon  workers,  Victoria,  im- 
proved schedule. 

Increases  Asked  For. 

In  addition  to  the  above  statement  as  to 
wages  increases  reported  to  the  department, 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  in  order  to  form 
a  proper  estimate  of  the  movement  towards 
a  higher  rate  of  wages  during  March,  refer- 
ence should  also  be  had  to  the  various  peti- 
tions which  were  presented  by  workmen  of 
different  classes  for  higher  rates  of  wages, 
and  which  had  not  received  a  definite  settle- 
ment up  to  April  1.  Among  these  classes 
may  be  mentioned  the  following  :  builders, 
labourers,  carpenters  and  joiners,  St.  John ; 
stonecutters,  painters,  builders'  labourers, 
longshoremen,  and  marble  workers,  Mont- 
real; printers,  tailors,  plumbers,  stone- 
cutters and  plasterers,  Ottawa  ;  lumber 
mill  labourers,  Hawkesbury  ;  iron  mould- 
ers (piece  and  day  work),  longshoremen, 
teamsters,  bartenders,  cigarmakers,  Hamil- 
ton ;  cabinet  makers,  longshoremen,  plumb- 
ers, city  scavengers,  teamsters,  tailors,  coop- 
ers,    brickmakers,     bricklayers,     firemen, 


*A  full  reference  to  the  wages  changes  af- 
fected at  Fernie  as  a  result  of  the  recent  strike 
will  be  found  in  a  special  article  relating  to  the 
strike  on  another  page  of  the  present  issue  of 
the  Gazette. 
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plasterers  and  journeymen  bakers,  Toronto; 
printers  and  pressmen,  St.  Catharines  ; 
members  of  the  A.F.  of  L.  and  Pulp  Mill 
Employees,  Thorold  ;  painters,  Guelph  ; 
bricklayers,  Stratford  ;  bricklayers,  car- 
penters, painters,  builders'  labourers, 
plumbers,  street  railway  employees,  boiler- 
makers,  moulders,  machinists,  railway 
trackers  and  city  firemen,  London;  civic 
street  railway  employees,  St.  Thomas ;  paint- 
ers and  carpenters,  Chatham;  builders'  lab- 
ourers, carpenters,  lathers  and  plasterers, 
Winnipeg  ;  harness  makers  and  saddlers, 
Victoria.  In  the  logging  camps  of  British 
Columbia,  also,  higher  wages  are  being  asked 
by  the  various  classes  of  labour  employed. 
Conductors,  brakemen,  baggagemen  and 
yardmen  on  the  Pacific  division  of 
the  C.  P.  R.  also  asked  for  increases. 
The  letter  carriers  throughout  Canada, 
with  the  exception  of  Brantford,  Ont., 
have  united  in  requesting  an  increase- 
in  the  existing  wage  maximum  from  $50 
to  $60  per  month.  The  above  enumeration, 
while  it  does  not  cover  in  detail  all  cases  in 
which  higher  rates  of  wages  were  requested 
by  work  people  up  to  the  end  of  March,  is 
sufficiently  inclusive  to  indicate,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  preceding  paragraph,  the  ex- 
tent of  the  movement  in  Canada,  both  terri- 
torially and  according  to  classes  of  labour 
affected. 

The  Agricultural  Industry. 

The  early  opening  of  spring  was  the 
cause  of  unusual  activity  for  the  time  of 
year  in  the  agricultural  industry.  The 
question  of  an  adequate  supply  of  farm 
help,  especially  in  the  province  of  Ontario, 
was,  accordingly,  very  actively  debated,  and 
a  member  of  references  to  its  alleged  scarci- 
ty will  be  found  scattered  through  the  re- 
ports of  correspondents  in  the  present  issue 
of  the  Gazette. 

As  a  rule  the  outlook  for  fall  wheat  in 
Ontario  was  reported  as  fair,  though  the 
exposure  of  the  fields  to  the  sun  and 
frost  by  the  early  disappearance  of  the 
snow  caused  considerable  damage.  Re- 
ports were  uniformly  to  the  effect,  however, 
that  the  crop  has  wintered  well.     A  fair 


crop  of  maple  sugar  is  also  reported  from 
the  province  of  Quebec. 

A  feature  of  the  month  was  the  number 
of  meetings    of    various    agricultural    so- 
cieties held  at  different  points  throughout 
Canada.     Among  these  may  be  mentioned 
an  important  convention  of  Fruit  Growers 
of   the   Niagara   district,   held   at   Stoney 
Creek  beginning  on  March  13  ;  and  the  an- 
nual convention  of  the  British  Columbia 
Fruit     Growers'     Association,     held     at 
Victoria.       Various    agricultural    societies 
of   the  province   of   Quebec   also   met    in 
convention    in    Quebec    city     on     March 
17,    five    hundred    delegates    representing 
different  societies  being  present.     Import- : 
ant  meetings  of  dairymen  were  also  held ' 
at    Hemingf ord    and    Cowanville,  Quebec. 
At  Brandon  the  important  subjects  of  grain  I 
loading  facilities  and  the  equitable  allot- 
ment of  cars  was  discussed  at  a  meeting  of , 
the  Provincial  Grain  Growers'  Association 
of  Manitoba  held  early  in  the  month  for 
purposes  of  organization.       The  Canadian! 
Forestry  Association  also  held  a  meeting  in) 
Ottawa  during  March. 

The  Lumbering  Industry. 

The  early  advent  of  the  spring  season  has 
also  been    attended    with    important    con- 
sequences to  the  lumbering  industry.     The 
cut,  owing  to  the  prevailing  cold  weather 
up  to  March  1,  was    reported    from   most 
quarters  as  satisfactory,  and  for  this  reason 
the  rapid  disappearance  of  the  snow  has 
caused  additional  inconvenience,  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  square  timber  being  left  in 
the  limits  until  next  winter.  The  demand  for 
men  for  the  drives  was  also,  in  consequence 
of  the  early  season,    very   active,    and   the 
difficulty  in  obtaining  the  required  number 
caused  an  increase  in  wages  to  an  extent 
never  before  recorded  in  the  industry,  as 
high  as  $45  per  month  with  board  included 
being  offered  in  many  instances.     A  feature 
of  the  industry  in  Western  Canada  was  the 
stimulus  imparted  to  it  in  the  Kootenaj 
district  of  British  Columbia  by  the  activt 
state  of  the  lumber  market  throughout  th< 
North-west  Territories,  caused  by  the  in 
flux  of  immigration,  and  in  the  Okanogai 
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district  in  British  Columbia  which  is  also 
being  rapidly  filled  up  with  settlers.  Some 
complaints  as  to  lumber  prices  were  re- 
gistered during  March,  and  definite  charges 
as  to  the  existence  of  a  combination  of  deal- 
ers for  the  undue  enchancement  of  prices 
were  laid,  the  city  council  of  Winnipeg  hav- 
ing appointed  a  special  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  charges  in  detail  and  report 
thereon.  The  British  Columbia  Associa- 
tion, against  which  organization  the 
charges  were  reported,  stated  in  reply  that 
the  association  was  merely  in  the  nature  o" 
a  chamber  of  commerce  for  the  protection 
of  the  general  interests  of  the  industry,  its 
numerous  members  being  free  to  fix  their 
own  prices. 

The  Fishing  Industry. 

The  fishing  industry  has  been  on  the 
whole  inactive  during  March,  small  catches 
being  reported  on  the  Great  Lakes,  and  the 
active  season  proper  not  having  yet  begun 
in  the  maritime  provinces.  The  appearance 
of  the  annual  report  of  the  Department  of 
Fisheries,  which  is  reviewed  elsewhere  in 
the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette,  was  an  im- 
portant return  of  the  month.  In  British 
Columbia  arrangements  for  the  coming 
season's  operations  in  connection  with  the 
salmon  catch  are  in  active  preparation. 

The  Mining  Industry. 

In  mining  the  most  important  develop- 
ments of  March  occurred  in  British  Col- 
umbia. These  unfortunately  were  for  the 
most  part  of  an  unfavourable  nature.  The 
continuance  of  the  Fernie  strike  was  at- 
tended with  very  serious  consequences,  the 
smelters  over  almost  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
vince being  forced  to  close  down,  and  the 
closing  of  the  Extension  Mine  on  Vancouver 
Island,  by  which  1,000  men  were  thrown 
out  of  employment,  was  also  an  event  of  the 
month  which  interfered  seriously  with 
business  conditions  in  British  Columbia, 
although  the  settlement  of  the  strike  at 
Nanaimo  was  an  influence  towards  better 
conditions.  The  organization  of  the  Brit- 
ish Columbia  Mining  Association*  was  an 


*  A  full  report  of  the  Convention  at  Victoria 
will  be  found  elsewhere  in  the  Gazette. 


important  event  in  mining  circles  of  the 
month,  as  was  also  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Canadian  Mining  Institute  held  in 
Montreal,  Que.  Reports  from  the  Yukon 
are  to  the  effect  that  the  outlook  for  hy- 
draulic mining  during  the  coming  season 
is    particularly    promising. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Geological 
Survey,  the  total  output  of  mines  in  Can- 
ada during  1902  totalled  in  value  $64,970,- 
732,  as  compared  with  $66,702,708  in  1901. 
The  falling  off,  however,  is  due  not  merely 
to  the  decrease  in  the  Yukon  output,  which 
amounted  to  $3,500,000,  but  rather  to  the 
very  considerable  falling  off  in  values  of 
other  metallic  minerals.  The  growth  of 
the  whole  mining  industry  over  the  past  de- 
cade is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  the  total 
production  in  1894  was  only  $19,931,158. 
Returns  of  the  mineral  output  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Ontario  during  1902  were  also 
published  in  March,  and  show  a  total  value 
of  $13,577,440,  being  an  increase  of  $1,746,- 
354,  or  19  per  cent.  The  chief  increases 
were  in  steel,  nickel,  iron  ore,  cement, 
stone,  petroleum  products,  copper,  lime  and 
mica.  There  were  decreases,  on  the  other 
hand,  in  natural  gas,  brick,  carbide  of  cal- 
cium and  drain  tile.  Arsenic  mining  in 
Hastings  county  was  active  during  March, 
and  further  strikes  of  oil  in  Raleigh  town- 
ship, Kent  county,  were  reported. 

In  Nova  Scotia  the  exceptional  prosper- 
ity of  coal  mining  received  a  check  because 
of  a  fire  in  Dominion  No.  1  pit  at  Glace 
Bay,  which  broke  out  on  March  19,  and 
had  not  been  brought  under  control  at  the 
end  of  the  month. 

Activity  in  the  Trades. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  local 
correspondents,  the  several  trades  were  well 
employed  during  March.  There  were  local 
exceptions,  as  at  Three  Rivers  and  Nanai- 
mo,  where  general  dullness  seems  to  have 
correspondents  the  several  trades  were  well 
employed  during  March.  There  were  local 
exceptions,  as  at  Three  Rivers  and  Nanai- 
mo,  where  general  dulness  seems  to  have 
been  the  rule.  On  the  whole,  however,  skill- 
ed labour  has  been  active.     This  has  been 
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particularly  true  of  the  classes  engaged  in 
the  building  trades,  in  which  weather  con- 
ditions were  generally  favourable,  and 
prospects  are  for  a  more  active  season  than 
in  many  years.  The  metal  and  engineering 
branches  and  the  woodworking  and  furnish- 
ing trades  have  also  been  very  busy.  In 
the  remaining  branches  referred  to  in 
the  reports  conditions  are  less  uniform, 
though  they  compared  favourably  on  the 
whole,  both  with  the  preceding  month  and 
with  the  corresponding  period  of  1902. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

The  activity  of  the  transportation  com- 
panies, which  has  been  so  marked  since  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  continued  during 
March  and  railway  employees  all  over  the 
Dominion  report  exceptional  abundance  of 
employment.  Several  complaints  of  a  short- 
age of  railway  cars  were  registered  by 
manufacturers  and  other  shippers,  espe- 
cially in  British  Columbia  and  throughout 
the  North-west  Territories,  where  the  de- 
mand for  rolling  stock  to  move  in  settlers 
and  their  effects  has  interfered  seriously 
with  the  marketing  of  last  year's  crops. 

Plans  for  railway  extension  by  various 
roads  and  more  particularly  by  the  Cana- 
dian Northern  and  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  were  announced  during  the  month 
for  the  coming  season  on  a  very  extensive 
scale,  especially  in  Manitoba  and  the  Ter- 
ritories. 

It  was  announced  that  a  new  line  of 
freight  steamers  would  be  established  for 
the  lake  trade  between  Montreal  and  Lake 
Superior  ports.  The  vessels  are  to  be  of 
the  maximum  draft  that  can  be  run  with 
safety  through  the  canals,  and  will  be  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  freight  and  grain 
traffic.  Two  of  the  vessels  are  Canadian 
built  and  the  third  is  now  under  construc- 
tion at  Glasgow,  Scotland.  Ports  of  call 
will  be  Toronto,  Hamilton,  Windsor,  Sault 
Ste.  Marie  and  Fort  William,  the  terminal 
ports  being  Montreal  and  Port  Arthur. 

In  ocean  transportation  an  important 
event  was  the  invitation  of  the  Dominion 
government   for   tenders   for   an   improved 


steamship  service  for  the  transportation  of 
passengers,  mails  and  freight  between  Great 
Britain  and  Canada  for  a  period  of  ten 
years,  beginning  in  May,  1905,  the  service  to 
be  fortnightly  and  the  vessels  to  be  capable 
of  not  less  than  21  and  16  knots  respective 
speed  at  sea  in  moderate  weather.  The 
routes  are  also  specified. 

The  purchase  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Company  of  the  Elder-Dempster 
fleet  of  trans-atlantic  steamships  was  an- 
other important  development.  The  vessels 
will  in  future  ply  between  London  and 
Montreal,  the  new  owners  of  the  line  hav- 
ing abandoned  the  plans  for  a  Glasgow- 
Canada  service.  The  service  will  be  bi- 
weekly, with  a  weekly  service  between 
Liverpool,  Bristol  and  Montreal.  A  num- 
ber of  large  steamers  will  be  built  and  add- 
ed to  the  service. 

The  introduction  into  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of 
Railways  of  a  Bill  for  the  creation  of  a 
railway  commission  was  the  subject  of 
much  discussion  in  transportation  circles 
during  the  month*  The  Speech  from  the 
Throne  in  the  Dominion  Parliament  also 
announced  the  government's  intention  to 
appoint  a  commission  to  report  on  methods 
of  improving  the  means  of  freight  trans- 
portation by  the  St.  Lawrence  route,  and 
on  other  matters  of  rail  and  water  trans- 
portation. The  commission  will  consist  of 
five  expert  members. 

The  Immigration  Movement. 

The  unprecedented  scale  on  which  the  im- 
migration movement  of  the  year  has  set  in, 
constitutes  an  important  development  of 
the  past  month.  It  was  impossible  on 
April  1,  to  obtain  an  accurate  return  as  to| 
the  exact  proportions  of  the  movement, 
though  the  references  contained  from  day 
to  day  in  the  press  of  the  Dominion  and  a 
number  of  reports  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  from  other  sources  indicate 
its  extent  with  sufficient  clearness  to  admit 


*An  article  giving  a  summary  of  the  provisions 
of  this  measure  was  printed  in  the  Gazette  foi 
May,  1902,  p.   681. 
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of  a  fairly  accurate  estimate  of  the  move- 
ment as  a  whole. 

At  St.  John  and  Halifax  several  ship- 
loads of  immigrants  from  Europe  have  ar- 
rived and  have  been  distributed  in  an  al- 
most continuous  stream  through  central 
and  western  Canada,  crowded  settlers' 
trains  passing  westward  almost  daily.  The 
good  class  of  immigrants  represented  in 
this  year's  movement  has  also  been  gen- 
erally remarked,  the  large  proportion  of 
those  arriving  during  the  month  being  from 
the  agricultural  districts  of  England  and 
Scotland,  and  the  Canadian  emigration 
offices  in  Great  Britain  being  crowded  with 
inquiries  for  information  concerning  the 
Dominion  and  the  prospects  of  settlers 
there. 

The  subject  of  the  reception  and  care  of 
this  large  body  of  immigrants  is  receiving 
the  earnest  attention  of  the  immigration 
branch  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
and  every  possible  precaution  is  being  taken 
to  provide  for  the  convenience  and  comfort 
of  the  new  settlers,  especially  in  cases  where 
large  bodies  of  inexperienced  immigrants 
are  settling  in  one  group,  one  fourth  of  the 
land  in  the  districts  thus  affected  being  re- 
served for  homesteading. 

Transportation  of  Immigrants. 

A  very  important  and  significant  event 
of  the  month,  in  connection  with  the  immi- 
gration movement,  was  the  notice  given  by 
the  Allan  line  of  steamships  to  its  conti- 
nental bookers  to  decline  to  accept  further 
booking  of  European  immigrants  for  Can- 
ada. As  one  result,  considerable  alarm  was 
caused  among  a  large  number  of  emigrants 
who  were  waiting  to  embark  for  Canada. 
Five  steamers  of  the  Allan  Company,  the 
first  sailing  on  March  19,  were  reported  ab- 
solutely full  on  that  date,  and  three  sub- 
sequent steamers,  completing  the  list  of 
sailings  up  to  April  30,  were  reported  on 
the  same  date  as  very  nearly  full.  The 
Beaver  steamers  were  also  reported  full  un- 
til April  13,  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
and  the  Dominion  line  was  also  crowded. 
The  number  of  second  class  passengers  re- 


ported by  the  various  lines  is  taken  as  in- 
dicating that  a  desirable  class  of  immi- 
grants is  arriving.  It  is  estimated  that 
from  present  indications  over  110,000  immi- 
grants from  Europe  will  be  brought  into 
Canada  during  the  present  year. 

Immigration  from  the  United  States. 

The  movement  of  settlers  from  the  west- 
ern States  of  the  United  States  into  Can- 
ada, which  was  so  marked  a  feature  of  the 
season  of  1902,  has  re-opened  with  little  ap- 
parent diminution  in  extent,  the  inspectors 
of  Canadian  emigration  agencies  in  the 
United  States  reporting  the  outlook  in  this 
respect  as  even  better  than  last  year,  hun- 
dreds of  homesteaders  of  a  most  desirable 
class  have  already  crossed  the  boundary,  and 
conservative  forecasts  place  the  number  of 
United  States  settlers  on  Canadian  lands 
during  the  present  season  at  37,000. 

January  and  February  Immigration 
Returns. 

The  following  statement  of  immigrant 
arrivals  in  Canada  for  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, and  for  the  period  dating  from  Jan- 
uary 1  to  the  end  of  February  is  supplied 
by  courtesy  of  the  Superintendent  of  Immi- 
gration : 

Total  Total  from 

for  1st  Jan.  to 

February,     end  of  Feb. 

Various  nationalities..    ..     1,630  3,451 

Returned  Canadians   ....        141  304 

Tourists.. 21  34 

Arrivals  at  ocean  ports..     1,792  3,789 

U.   States  per  Winnipeg..     1,344  2,376 

3,136  6,165 

Under  the  head  of  various  nationalities 

above  the  following  may  be  presented  as 

the  leading  items  : 

Total  Total  from 

for  1st  Jan.  to 

February,  end  of  Feb. 

Austrian 37  55 

Finnish 109  230 

German 44  145 

English 719  1,100 

Scotch 109  185 

Irish 59  98 

Italian 98  160 

Russian ,.  247  631 

Emigration  returns  i')repared  by  the  Brit- 
is  t  Board  of  Trade  show  that  a  total  of  23,- 
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363  persons  of  British  origin  left  the 
United  Kingdom  during  January  and  Feb- 
ruary, as  compared  with  16,178  in  the  same 
period  last  year.  Of  these  2,953  sailed  for 
British  North  America,  or  an  increase  of 
1,758  over  the  same  period  of  last  year. 

Colonization  in  the  Provinces. 

From  present  indications  there  will  be  a 
large  influx  of  settlers  into  the  various  dis- 
tricts of  New  Ontario  during  the  coming 
season,  and  various  arrangements  are  being 
completed  for  their  reception.  The  older 
districts  of  the  provinces  will  be  chiefly 
drawn  upon  for  settlers,  though  arrange- 
ments are  under  way  for  extending  opera- 
tions in  this  connection  beyond  the  confines 
of  the  province.  Construction  has  proceed- 
ed continuously  throughout  the  winter  on 
the  Temiskaming  railway,  between  1900 
and  2,000  men  being  employed  during 
March.  The  grading  completed  to  the  end 
of  February  is  about  23  miles.  Over  3,000 
tons  of  supplies  have  already  been  forward- 
ed from  the  various  towns  in  Ontario,  and 
bf  June  1  it  is  estimated  that  forty  miles 
or  roadbed  will  be  ready  for  track-laying, 
which  will  proceed  at  the  rate  of  25  miles 
per  month. 

In  the  province  of  Quebec  colonization 
operations  during  the  coming  year  will  pro- 
ceed under  the  '  reserve '  system  recently 
inaugurated  for  the  protection  of  colonists 
from  the  competition  of  land  speculators. 
The  tract  in  question  is  a  section  three 
miles  wide  and  thirty  miles  long  in  the 
dirstict  of  Lake  Nomininque. 

The  Ontario  Labour  Market. 

Closely  associated  with  the  immigration 
movement  of  the  present  season,  and  con- 
stituting one  of  its  most  important  phases, 
is  the  scarcity  of  skilled  labour  which  has 
been  alleged  to  exist  in  several  departments 
of  industry  more  or  less  generally  through- 
out Canada,  but  particularly  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Ontario.  The  business  of  the  man- 
ufacturers who  use  iron  as  raw  material, 
is,  it  is  claimed,  most  seriously  threatened 
in  this  connection,  and  a  significant  event 


of  the  month  was  the  reception  by  the  Pre- 
mier of  Ontario  of  a  deputation,  including  j 
the  President   of  the   Canada   Locomotive  j 
Works  at  Kingston,  the  General  Managers 
of  the  Poison's  Iron  Works  and  Metallic  I 
Koofing  Company,  of  Toronto,  and  of  the 
Moffatt's  Stove  Works  at  Weston,  and  other  I 
important     manufacturing    establishments  : 
throughout  the  province,  who  asked  for  im-  I 
mediate  assistance  from  the  government  for  I 
relief  of  the  stringency  alleged  to  exist  in 
the  skilled  labour  market  of  the  province. 
According  to  the  deputation  there  was  em- 
ployment in  the  country  at  present  of  five 
thousand  skilled  mechanics,  without  refer-  i 
ence  to  the  possibility  of  further  business 
expansion  and  the  establishment  of  new  in-  ; 
dustries  on  a  large  scale.     The  Canadian 
Manufacturers'  Association  was  also  report- 
ed  as  having  taken  action  during  the  month 
towards  securing  definite  information  as  to 
the  present  condition  of  the  labour  market 
in  Ontario.       The  Superintendent  of  Ne- 
glected Children    for    the    province  stated! 
that  he  was  in  receipt  almost  every  day  of  I 
letters  stating  that  homes  are  available  for  [I 
boys  and  girls  in  return  for  the  help  they 
can  render,  and  the  Provincial  Director  of 
Colonization  also  took  action  looking  to  the 
increase   of  the   supply  of  labour  for  the 
agricultural  industry.     On  the  other  hand 
a  number  of  protests  were  reported  from  re- 
presentative labour  bodies  against  any  fur- 
ther importation  of  labour  in  response  to 
the  request  of  the  manufacturers  in  ques- 
tion, on  the  ground  that  the  needs  of  the 
situation  have  been  greatly  overestimated 
and  that  with  proper  action  on  the  part  of 
the  employers  in  regard  to  wages  and  other 
labour  conditions,  the  market  might  better 
be  left  to  adjust  itself. 


Manual  Training  and  Technical 
Education. 


The  subjects  of  manual  training  anc 
technical  education  received  considerable 
attention  at  various  points  during  tht 
month,  especially  at  Berlin  and  Brantford 
Ont.  The  Hamilton  Trades  and  Labou 
Council  placed  itself  on  record  as  oppos 
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to  the  introduction  of  manual  training  into 
the  Collegiate  Institute  on  the  grounds  that 
the  money  could  be  used  to  better  advantage 
in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a 
technical  school.  The  progress  of  the  move- 
ment for  the  incorporation  of  manual  train- 
ing into  the  Ontario  school  system,  how- 
ever, is  evidenced  by  the  following  figures 
showing  the  approximate  number  of  pupils 
who  are  at  present  being  taught  manual 
training  in  Ontario  schools :  Toronto,  1,520 ; 
Ottawa,  1,680;  Brockville,  300;  Kingston, 
180;  Brantford,  300;  Kenfrew,  100;  Wood- 
stock, 100;  London,  300;  Cobourg,  80;  the 
total  for  the  province  being  about  4,560. 
During  the  present  session  of  the  Quebec 
legislature  it  is  expected  legislation  will  be 
passed  for  the  development  of  technical 
education  and  manual  training  in  the  pub- 
lic and  Normal  schools  of  the  province. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

Turning  to  the  general  trade  situation 
in  Canada,  it  is  estimated  that  if  the  rate 
of  increase  recorded  during  the  first  eight 
months  of  the  present  fiscal  year  in  the 
export  and  import  trade  of  the  Dominion 
is  maintained  until  the  end  of  June,  the 
aggregate  figures  will  approach  the  unpre- 
cedented total  of  $460,000,000,  or  $35,000,- 
000  more  than  in  1901-02,  and  $213,000,000 
more  than  in  the  fiscal  year  of  1893.  For 
the  eight  months  ending  February  28,  the 
aggregate  trade  of  Canada  amounted  to 
$291,284,240,  or  a  gain  of  $27,808,956  as 
compared  with  the  same  period  of  1901-02. 
Domestic  exports  exceed  imports  for  con- 
sumption by  $12,885,000.  In  exports  for 
the  past  eight  months  there  was  an  in- 
crease in  round  numbers  of  $1,750,000;  in 
the  exports  of  manufacture  of  $7,000,000; 
in  farm  products  of  $9,000,000;  in  animals 
and  their  products  of  $3,000,000,  and  of 
$3,000,000  in  the  products  of  the  forest. 
The  falling  off  in  the  British  Columbia 
salmon  pack  caused  a  decrease  of  $2,000,000 
in  exports  of  fisheries,  and  a  second  de- 
crease of  $2,000,000  was  also  shown  in  pro- 
ducts of  the  mine.  The  following  are 
the  comparative  figures  of  imports  and  ex- 
ports, exclusive  of  coin  and  bullion  : 


Imports. 

1902.  .  1903. 

Dutiable  goods $  74,368,939  $  84,571,984 

Free  goods 49,342,300  51,020,505 

Total $123,711,239    $135,592,489 

Domestic  Exports — Six  months. 

1902.  1903. 

The    mine $24,617,043  $22,731,562 

The  fisheries 10,798,438  8,450,122 

The  forest 22,240,309  25,690,4 L5 

Animals  and    their    pro- 
duce      44,203,926  53,116,770 

Agriculture 21,890,748  29,015,941 

Manufactures 11,424,953  13,010,741 

Miscellaneous 24,804  69,041 

Total $135,200,221    $152,084,622 

For  the  month  of  February,  the  imports 
were  $15,545,478,  as  compared  with  $13,- 
499,531  for  February,  1902,  while  the  ex- 
ports were  $11,441,957,  as  against  $8,362,727 
for  the  same  four  weeks  of  the  previous 
year. 

A  Franco-Canadian  steamship  service 
will  be  inaugurated  in  April,  a  monthly 
steamer  to  ply  between  La  Pallice,  France, 
and  Montreal.  The  steamers'  speed  will 
be  from  ten  to  twelve  knots.  La  Pallice 
has  abundant  facilities  for  warehousing, 
and  has  direct  access  to  Paris,  Lyons, 
Limoges  and  other  important  French  in- 
dustrial centres. 

Anglo-Canadian  Trade. 

The  report  for  1902  of  the  Canadian 
High  Commissioner  in  London  was  received 
during  March,  and  contains  a  number  of 
very  interesting  trade  returns.  Cattle  im- 
ported from  Canada  into  the  United  King- 
dom, according  to  the  report,  show  an  in- 
crease of  5,400,  and  it  is  urged,  in  view 
of  this,  that  increased  attention  be  paid  to 
the  dead  meat  export  trade.  It  is  also 
stated  that  Canada  is  now  the  second 
largest  shipper  of  wheat  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  although  last  year's  shipments  did 
not  amount  to  more  than  10  per  cent  of  the 
whole  importations  of  wheat  into  Great  Bri- 
tain. A  gratifying  increase  in  the  quan- 
tity of  flour  imported  is  also  remarked  up- 
on. Imports  of  butter  from  Canada  have 
almost  doubled  during  the  past  three  years, 
amounting  in  1902  to  $6,736,000.  As  the 
total  imports  of  butter  into  Great  Britain 
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various  industries  have  caused  an  increased 
demand  for  money,  no  stringency  as  yet,  S 
either  actual  or  perspective,  has  been  felt 
in  financial  circles,  the  banks  having  taken 


were  over  $102,000,000,  however,  there  is 
still  a  very  large  market  for  the  produce 
of  Canadian  creameries.  Canadian  cheese 
was  imported  to  the  extent  of  $21,500,000, 
or  67-2  per  cent  of  Britain's  total  import,  the  precaution  to  anticipate  the  expension  i 
as  compared  with  59  *8  per  cent  the  year  in  the  demand  for  funds, 
previous.  The  quality  of  the  cheese  re- 
ceived from  Canada  was  reported  as  the 
best  on  record.  Wood  pulp  importations 
from  Canada  also  materialy  increased. 

The  British  Board  of  Trade  returns  for 
January  and  February  show  the  following 
material  increases  in  British  imports  from 
Canada  :  Wheat,  £197,000;  wheat  flour, 
£9,000;  bacon,  £99,000;  cheese,  £51,000; 
oats,  £18,000;  cattle,  £155,000;  lambs,  £9,- 
000;    ham,   £24,000;   eggs,   £10,000;    sawn 


Banking  Operations. 

One  or  two  developments  of  the  month 
in  banking  operations  are  worthy  of  special 
reference.  The  application  to  Parliament 
of  the  shareholders  of  the  Molsons  Bank 
for  an  increase  in  the  capital  stock  of  the 
bank  from  $2,500,000  to  $5,000,000  may  be 
recorded  as  illustrating  conditions  more  or 
less  typical  of  the  banking  business 
throughout  the  country.  The  annual  re- 
wood,  £23,000 ;  canned  salmon,  £84,000.  The     port  of  the  Bank  of  British  North  America, 


January  and  February  decreases  in  imports 
to  Britain  from  Canada  have  been  as  fol- 
lows :  Peas,  £15,000 ;  butter,  £6,000 ;  can- 
ned lobsters,  £2,000;  hewn  wood,  £2,000. 
British  exports  to  Canada  have  increased 
in  January  and  February,  as  follows 
Salt,  £1,000;  spirits,  £5,000;  wool,  £3,000 
oilseed,  £7,000;  galvanized  sheets,  £3,000 
tinned  plates,  £13,000;  cutlery,  £2,000;  cot- 
ton piece  goods,  £6,000;  jute  piece  goods, 
£15,000;  linen  piece  goods,  £6,000;  worsted 
tissues,  £38,000;  carpets,  £16,000;  harber- 
dashery,  £10,000;  apparel  and  slops,  water- 
proofed, £10,000;  earthenware,  £4,000.  Bri- 
tish exports  to  Canada  have  decreased  in 
the  following  lines  :  Unwrought  iron,  £1,- 
000 ;  hardware,  £1,000;  woollen  tissues,  £10,- 
000;  silk,  £1,000;  exports  for  railways 
(total)  £2,000;  iron  bars,  £2,000;  sheets 
and  plates,  £29,000. 

Domestic  Trade  Returns. 

Domestic  trade  continued  satisfactory 
throughout  Canada  during  March.  Wea- 
ther conditions  were  on  the  whole  favour- 
able, the  early  opening  of  spring  having 
stimulated  a  number  of  lines  considerably, 
though  bad  roads  at  a  few  interior  points 
caused  temporary  dullness.  Payments 
were  well  met  by  retailers,  and  prospects 
for  the  balance  of  the  spring  and  sum- 
mer season  are  exceptionally  promising. 
Though  the  large  operations  projected  m 


published  on  the  19th  of  the  month,  also  | 
shows  an  excellent  year  and  a  considerable 
extension  in  the  bank's  business.     Another 
event  of  importance  in  banking  circles  was 
the    absorption    of    the   Halifax    Banking  ! 
Company,  capital  $600,000,  by  the  Canadian 
Bank  of  Commerce,  which,  until  the  recent ! 
establishment  of  a  branch  at  Sydney,  had  ' 
no  offices  in  the  Maritime  Provinces.      The 
entire  staff   of   the  Halifax  bank  will   be 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  Bank  of  Com-  i 
merce.     The  amalgamation    will    add    17 
branches  to  the  bank. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  monthly  statement  of  revenue  and  , 
expendi ture  of  the  Dominion  for  the  eight 
months  ending  February  28,  shows  a  total 
of  $41,103,486,  or  an  increase  of  $4,536,689 
over  the  same  period  of  last  year.  Theiv 
was  an  expenditure  of  $29,923,086,  or  an 
increase  of  about  $500,000  over  1902.  Capi- 
tal expenditure  was  $5,459,916,  a  decrease 
of  nearly  $3,000,000  as  compared  with  1902. 
The  totals  for  the  eight  months  are  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1902. 


Customs $20,527,982 

Excise 7,476,996 

Post  office 2,400,833 

Public   works,   &c 4.087,872 

Miscellaneous 2,073,114 


1903. 

$23,410,062 
7,943,3^0 
2,770,455 

4.63'i.U2 

2.334,217 




$36,566,797 

Expenditure 20.057,067 

Capital   expenditure 8,354.872 


$41,103. 

29.523.0>6 
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The  revenue  for  the  month  of  February 
was  $4,656,353,  an  increase  of  over  $600,- 
000  compared  with  the  same  month  of 
1902.  The  expenditure  for  the  month 
showed  an  increase  of  about  $50,000. 

The  main  estimates  for  1903-04,  as  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Commons  by  the 
Honourable  the  Minister  of  Finance  on 
March  16,  provided  for  a  total  expenditure 
of  $57,109,974,  of  which  $6,429,750  is 
chargeable  to  capital  and  $50,680,224  to  com 
solidated  account. 

Financial  returns  presented  to  the  House 
of  Assembly  of  Nova  Scotia  showed  the 
total  provincial  revenue  from  all  sources 
to  have  been  the  largest  received  since  con- 
federation, amounting  to  $1,140,216.  The 
total  expenditure  was  $1,087,406,  leaving  a 
surplus  of  $52,814.  The  increase,  it  was 
stated,  was  alrrost  Entirely  due  to  the* 
activity  in  the  coal  industry,  now  the  chief 
source  of  the  Provincial  revenue. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  Provin- 
cial Treasurer  of  Quebec  also  showed  a  sur- 
plus of  $24,492.56. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

The  fourth  annual  convention  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  Harness  Makers'  As- 


sociation was  held  in  Toronto,  about  one 
hundred   delegates  being  in  attendance. 

The  Census  Commissioner  reported  the 
Esquimo  population  of  Ungava  to  consist 
of  one  hundred  and  seventy-four  men, 
women  and  children,  comprising  forty-two 
families. 

A  considerable  shortage  in  the  ice  harvest 
is  reported  from  several  points,  owing  to 
the  early  break  up  of  winter,  md  some 
fears  are  being  entertained  as  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  supply  for  the  requirements 
of  the  coming  summer  season. 

The  announcement  was  made  by  the 
Canadian  Postmaster  General  of  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  postal  rate  on  newspapers  and 
periodicals  to  Great  Britain  to  the  basis  of 
that  charged  for  domestic  carriage,  the  con- 
sent of  the  Imperial  authorities  having 
been  finally  obtained  to  the  change. 

The  consolidation  of  a  number  of  the 
leading  packers  of  Ontario  into  one  large 
company,  incorporated  under  the  name  of 
the  Canadian  Canners'  Consolidated  Com- 
panies, Limited,  with  a  capital  of  $2,500,- 
000,  was  announced.  The  company,  which 
will  have  its  headquarters  in  Hamilton, 
Ont.,  will  take  over  the  factories  and  busi- 
ness of  the  leading  fruit  and  vegetable 
packers  of  Canada. 


II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.   F.    W.   Smith,   Correspondent,    re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  month  has  been  a  quet  one  in  the 
labour  market,  compared  with  the  previous 
month,  although  for  the  season  conditions 
were  about  normal.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  month  the  weather  has  been  very 
good,  and  as  a  result  several  out.-door 
operations  in  the  building  trades  were 
commenced.  About  the  first  of  the  month, 
however,  one  of  the  leading  industries  of 
Halifax  was  destroyed    by    fire,    throwing 


some  300  hands  out  of  employment.  Many 
of  these  are  now  re-engaged,  but  a  large 
number  are  yet  idle  as  a  result.  Com- 
mercial activity  has  continued  as  brisk 
as  during  the  previous  month,  and  the 
wholesale  and  retail  trades  were  quite  busy. 
An  important  event  of  the  month  was  the 
increase  in  wages  of  the  painters,  which, 
it  is  understood,  the  employers  have  agreed 
to  pay  commencing  May  1st,  1903,  the  in- 
crease being  from  $10  per  week  to  $12.  A 
relaxation  in  the  printing  trade  was  one 
of  the  unfavourable  indications  of  the  past 
month,  and  contrary  to  expectations,  many 
printers  are  idle.  On  the  whole,  how- 
ever, the  future  looks  very  bright,  and  it 
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is  quite  likely  that  the  coming  season,  es- 
pecially in  the  building  trades,  will  be  one 
of  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  city.  The 
market  is  free  of  any  industrial  un-rest. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  report  the  ground  almost 
entirely  free  from  frost,  and  ploughing 
will  commence  at  an  early  date. 

The  fishing  industry  has  been  about  nor- 
mal during  the  past  month,  but  the  in- 
dications for  a  promising  spring  are  as- 
suring. 

The  most  serious  accident  of  the  present 
year  in  mining  in  Nova  Scotia  occurred 
at  Dominion  No.  1  mine  of  the  Dominion 
Steel  and  Coal  Company,  Limited,  about 
the  middle  of  the  month.  The  fire  oc- 
curred in  one  of  the  lower  working  places 
of  the  mine.  It  has  not  yet  been  extin- 
guished, but  at  times  has  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  mine.  By  the  heroic 
work  of  the  men,  however,  the  fire  region 
has  been  kept  under  control,  and  the  neces- 
sity for  submerging  the  mine  has  not  yet 
come,  although  all  preparations  for  flood- 
ing from  the  ocean  have  been  made.  The 
fire  has  thrown  the  employees  of  the  mine 
out  of  work,  but  the  management  issued 
a  circular  saying  that  all  men  hitherto  em- 
ployed at  Dominion  No.  1  might  find  work 
at  the  other  collieries  of  the  same  com- 
pany. The  general  condition  of  the  coal 
mining  industry  and  the  prospect  of  great 
progress  and  development  during  the  com- 
ing season  demands  more  coal  miners.  The 
bringing  in  of  the  best  class  of  coal  miners 
into  Nova  Scotia  is  being  advocated.  The 
coming  year  will  undoubtedly  be  the  great- 
est year  in  the  period  of  coal-mining  in 
Nova  Scotia.  There  are  signs  indicating 
the  prospect  of  considerable  growth  in  gold 
mining.  The  Government  of  Nova  Scotia 
is  introducing  at  this  season  a  measure 
calculated  to  encourage  this  industry,  and 
better  methods  are  being  adopted.  Alto- 
gether all  signs  point  to  next  summer  be- 
ing one  of  exceptional  activity,  and  in- 
creased interest  in  mining  matters  gener- 
ally. 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  phases  of  this 
branch  of  labour  have  been  quiet  during  the 
past  month,  although  there  has  been  a  little 
stir  among  carpenters,  bricklayers  and 
stone  cutters.  The  season  is  early,  how- 
ever, and  great  activity  is  promised. 

Metal,    engineering     and    ship-building 
trades. — Iron  moulders  have  had  a  fairly 
active  month.       Machinists     were     busy. 
Electrical  workers  were  very  brisk.  Stove' 
mounters,  blacksmiths,    boilermakers,  and' 
shipwrights  were  fairly  well  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.- 
There  has  been  considerable  activity  anion* 
upholsterers,  carriage  and  waggon  makers, 
and  coopers  during  the  month,  and  futui 
prospects  look  promising. 

Printing  sand  allied  trades. — Printer? 
have  had  a  poor  month,  pressmen  are  nor- 
mal. 

Clothing  trades. — Boot  and  shoe  workers 
have  had  a  fairly  busy  month. 

Leather  trades. — Harness  makers  hav 
been  well  employed. 

Transport. — All  branches  of  locomotiv 
and  steamboat  employees  have  been  fairl: 
active.  Longshoremen  and  teamsters  hav* 
had  a  good  month. 

FORMATION     OF    LABOUR    ORGANIZATIONS. 

What  promises  to  be  a  large  organizatior 
to  be  known  as  the  "  Drivers,  Hostlers,  an 
Stablemen's  Union,"  held  its  first  meetin, 
during  March,  and  decided,  after  electin 
a  chairman  and  secretary,  pro  tern,  to  mee 
within  two  weeks  and  effect  organizatioi 


DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Sydney. — The  Dominion  Iron  &  Ste< 
Co.,  will  add  three  mills  to  its  plant  i 
October,  for  the  manufacture  of  finishe 
products. 

North  Sydney. — The  new  Manual  Trail 
ing  Department  of  North  Sydney  acaden 
opened  March  5.  The  Marine  Slip  ak 
opened  on  the  same  day. 
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Amherst. — The  Robb  Engineering  Co., 
has  declared  a  dividend  of  8  per  cent.  The 
company  will  enlarge  its  plant,  and  pro- 
spects are  reported  very  bright. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar 
ket  during  the  month  of  March  was  in  ad- 
vance of  that  of  February.  In  Charlotte- 
town  the  tobacco  factory  of  T.  B.  Riley  & 
Co.  re-opened  after  being  closed  for  several 
months,  while  it  was  being  rebuilt  after  a 
partial  destruction  by  fire.  The  release  of 
the  two  winter  seeamers,  the  Minto  and 
the  Stanley,  the  former  disabled  and  drift- 
ing about  the  gulf  for  over  two  weeks  in 
the  same  ice  field  in  which  her  sister  ship 
the  Stanley  had  been  fast  for  two  months, 
was  effected  on  the  17th.  As  a  result  trade, 
which  had  been  almost  demoralized  in  the 
meantime,  owing  to  the  congestion  of 
freight  at  Pictou  and  Georgetown,  picked 
up  again.  Banks  report  business  being  bet- 
ter in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  than  dur- 
ing February.  Shipments  of  produce  have 
been  small,  but  preparations  are  being  made 
for  a  brisk  trade  on  the  opening  of  naviga- 
tion. Steamers,  schooners  and  fishing 
boats  are  being  got  in  readiness  for  spring 
work.  The  Dominion  Packing  Company 
'  has  brought  over  new  plant  to  be  installed 
1  in  an  up-to-date  canning  establishment. 
The  debris  on  the  site  of  the  old  market 
building  destroyed  by  fire  is  being  removed, 
preparatory  to  beginning  work  at  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  $40,000  edifice.  Work 
at  the  Hillsborough  bridge  has  also  been 
1  started  for  the  season. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  roads 
;there  has  been  little  movement  in  agricul- 
tural products,  and  there  has  been  very  lit- 
tle doing  on  the  farms.     Lobster  fishermen 
'were  busy  preparing  gear,  but  were  ham- 


pered  by  stoppage  of  communication  and 
consequent  scarcity  of  supplies. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  join- 
ers were  comparatively  idle  until  the  latter 
part  of  the  month.  Plumbers  were  fairly 
busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  were  busy.  Black- 
smiths were  fairly  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — - 
Woodworkers  were  fairly  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  been  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
were  fairly  busy.  Boot  and  shoe  workers 
had  a  fair  month. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Barbers  found  work 
fairly  plentiful.  Hotel,  restaurant  and 
theatre  employees  had  a  dull  month. 

Transport. — Freight-handlers  were  com- 
paratively idle  until  the  release  of  the  win- 
ter steamers  about  the  middle  of  the  month. 
Longshoremen  had  little  employment  until 
the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Teamsters 
and  expressmen  had  a  fair  amount  of  work. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
has  experienced  a  dull  month. 

ST.  JOHN,  N.B.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  for  March  showed 
much  improvement  over  February,  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  opening  of  navigation  on 
the  River  St.  John,  and  the  early  advent 
of  spring.  The  supply  of  men,  however, 
was  equal  to  the  demand.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  have  been  steadily  employed  and 
painters  have  not  been  so  well  employed 
for  a  number  of  years.  Masons  and 
plasterers  have  not  been  doing  much,  but 
as  the  spring  advances  business  improves. 
The  Manchester,  Robertson  &  Allison  Co., 
Limited,  has  purchased    the    building  ad- 
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joining  the  present  premises  of  the  firm 
and  will  convert  it  into  sales  room  for  gen- 
tlemen's furnishing  goods  and  clothing  de- 
partments, and  will  add  an  additional  story 
to  the  warehouse  in  the  rear  of  this  build- 
ing. Messrs.  Edgeco*mbe  &  Fredericton 
have  opened  up  the  Murphy  Carriage  fac- 
tory, St.  John,  and  will  continue  the  busi- 
ness. Bank  clearings  for  the  four  weeks 
ended  March  26  were  $3,136,023  ;  for  the 
corresponding  period  last  year  they  were 
$2,657,336;  being  $478,687  in  excess  of 
March  1902,  and  $199,046  less  than  Feb- 
ruary of  this  year.  The  Union  Bank  of 
Halifax  has  opened  a  branch  of  its  busi- 
ness in  St.  John.  The  carpenters  and 
joiners  have  notified  the  contractors  that 
on  and  after  April  1st,  the  rate  of  wages 
will  be  $2  per  day.  Miller  Bros.'  mill  com- 
menced operations  on  March  11th,  a  very 
early  date,  and  on  this  account  notified  the 
men  that  the  wages  would  be  $1.80  per  day, 
the  winter  rate.  The  men  refused  to  work 
for  this  amount,  demanding  the  summer 
rate  of  $2.  The  mill  was  shut  down  for 
one  day.  A  satisfactory  arrangement  hav- 
ing been  made,  however,  the  mill  resumed 
operations. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  fishing  industry  is  improving,  several 
large  catches  of  gaspereaux  having  been 
made.  They  are  selling  at  $2.50  per  hun- 
dred. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons continue  fair.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers are  all  well  employed.  Painters  and 
decorators  are  busy.  Plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  report  work  fair.  Builders' 
labourers  are  fairly  well  employed,  some  of 
them  having  received  an  increase  in  wages 
on  March  1.  The  old  rate  was  $1.25  per 
day,  now  it  is  $1.60. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  continue  busy. 
Machinists  and  engineers  are  well  employed 
preparing  for  the  opening  of  navigation 
on  the  river.      Electrical  workers  are  busy. 


Linemen  are  also  busy.      Boilermakers  re- 
port business  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  active.  Shingle  weavers 
are  dull,  but  expect  to  be  busy  as  soon  as 
the  mills  open. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  report  work  good,  and  book- 
binders are  active. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
very  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar 
makers  report  work  fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  makers 
are  kept  busy.  Bartenders  are  all  em- 
ployed. 

Transport. — Trackmen  are  busy.  Freight 
handlers  report  plenty  of  work.  Ship 
labourers  are  well  employed.  Street  rail- 
way employees  continue  good.  Teamsters 
report  plenty  to  do. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Chatham. — The  Board  of  Trade  endorsed 
the  proposition  of  a  furniture  factory  be- 
ing erected  here,  contingent  on  a  company 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000  being  organized 
and  employing  100  hands,  the  town  to  loan 
the  company  $20,000  on  such  capital,  repay- 
able in  twenty  annual  payments  of  $1,000 
each.  The  board  advised  that  the  com- 
pany be  assessed  for  only  $15,000. 

Campbellton. — A  New  York  pulp  com- 
pany has  leased  a  large  field  a  short  dis- 
tance from  town  and  will  erect  a  large  pulp 
mill  there. 

Dalhousie. — A  new  convent  is  to  be  built 
here  at  a  cost  of  $8,000. 

St.  George. — On  March  20  damage  was 
done  to  the  flume  and  flume  piers  of  the 
pulp  mill,  and  it  will  be  three  or  four 
months  before  the  damage  can  be  repaired. 

St.  Joseph's  College. — The  New  Bruns- 
wick Petroleum  Company  struck  oil  again 
on  March  21,  adding  another  to  the  rich 
yielding  wells — well  No.  24 — at  300  feet. 
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St.  Stephen. — About  three  hundred 
weavers  of  St.  Croix  Cotton  Mill  struck 
because  of  a  new  schedule  of  prices  posted 
at  noon  hour  on  March  13.  Most  of  the 
weavers  have  left  for  towns  in  Maine  and 
Massachusetts.  The  Ganong  Bros,  candy- 
fa  ctory  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  March  14, 
throwing  one  hundred  and  fifty  people  out 
of  employment.  The  total  amount  of  in- 
surance was  $58,125,  and  the  loss  has  been 
fixed  at  $45,575.15,  divided  as  follows  : 
Buildings,  $8,167.76;  plant,  $12,026.40; 
stock,  $25,380.90.  This  firm  will  rebuild 
at  once. 

Spruce  Lake. — On  February  28  the 
portable  saw  mill  operated  here  was  burned. 
Nothing  was  saved  and  the  property  and 
plant  were  entirely  uninsured. 

Union  Point. — A  strike  took  place  at 
Cushing's  mill  on  March  4,  in  which  about 
two  hundred  men  were  involved.  A  new 
time-registering  device  had  been  instituted 
and  the  wharf  men  objected  to  being  called 
four  times  a  day  to  the  mill  to  register. 
The  men  had  no  objection  to  the  registering 
system,  but  did  object  to  the  long  walk 
four  times  a  day.  Another  cause  for  com- 
plaint was  the  delay  caused  by  over  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  having  to  line  up 
and  punch  the  clock.  After  remaining 
out  one  week  a  satisfactory  settlement  was 
made,  and  the  men  returned  to  work. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Messrs.  Edward  Little  and  P.  J.  Jobin, 
Correspondents,  report  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Considerable  improvement  has  been 
shown  in  labour  conditions  during  March, 
over  those  of  the  previous  month.  Incle- 
ment weather  caused  loss  of  time  in  out- 
side occupations,  but  the  work  of  fitting  out 
tugs,  schooners,  &c,  for  the  navigation 
season  caused  overtime  to  be  worked  in  the 
trades  affected.  The  coasting  trade  has 
already  opened,  five  schooners  having  ar- 
rived inwards  on  the  20th  of  the  month, 
and  several  others  having  left  Quebec  for 
points  in  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  since  that 


date.  The  strike  in  the  boot  and  shoe  man- 
ufactory of  Goulet  &  Garant  was  settled  on 
the  7th  instant.,  the  men  returning  to  work 
on  the  9th  under  satisfactory  conditions. 
The  repairing  of  the  steamship  Iberian, 
which  has  given  employment  to  some  150 
men  throughout  the  winter  will  be  com- 
pleted shortly.  The  arbitration  board,  as 
constituted  under  the  award  of  His  Grace 
Archibishap  Begin,  for  the  settlement  of 
difficulties  in  the  shoe  trade  is  now  complete. 
Mr.  Ludovic  Brunet,  clerk  of  the  peace,  re- 
presenting the  employers,  Mr.  P.  X.  Boi- 
leau,  civil  employee,  representing  the 
workers,  and  Mr.  J.  E.  Bedard,  K.C.,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  as  third  arbitrator  by 
the  Chief  Justice.  Two  bills  in  the  inter- 
est of  workingmen  have  been  introduced  in 
the  Quebec  legislature,  namely,  an  Act  to 
amend  the  Quebec  Trades  Disputes  Act, 
and  an  Act  to  amend  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure '  as  regards  the  seizable  part  of 
wages.'  A  deputation  representing  the  Do- 
minion Trades  and  Labour  Congress  had 
an  interview  with  the  government  on  the 
morning  of  March  9,  to  urge  the  establish- 
ment of  free  and  compulsory  education  in 
this  province,  the  abolition  of  the  present 
objectionable  system  of  house-leasing,  the 
suppression  of  property  qualifications  for 
illegibility  to  public  or  municipal  office,  and 
the  amendment  of  the  law  relating  to  mu- 
tual benefit  and  insurance  associations  so 
as  to  exempt  workingmen's  organizations 
from  the  operation  thereof. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  making  of  maple  sugar  has  given 
considerable  employment  to  farmers, 
though  weather  conditions  have  not  been 
on  the  whole  favourable. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  the 
men  employed  in  the  lumber  camps  began 
to  return,  reporting  a  heavy  cut  for  the 
winter. 

Tenders  are  being  called  for  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  second  coal  unloading  appa- 
ratus for  the  Nova  Scotia  Steel  and  Coal 
Company,  Limited.  Those  under  construc- 
tion for  the  Dominion  Coal  Company  are 
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already  well  advanced  and  foundations  be- 
ing completed. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Fair  conditions  have 
prevailed  with,  a  greatly  increasing  demand 
for  labour.  Bricklayers  and  masons  have 
had  some  jobbing  work.  Painters  have  had 
a  fair  month.  Carpenters  and  joiners  re- 
port improved  conditions.  Plumbers  and 
steamfitters  have  been,  on  the  whole,  in- 
active. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Special  activity  has  prevailed, 
overtime  being  worked,  in  the  boilermaking 
and  iron  shipbuilding  branches.  Electri- 
cal workers  and  linemen  are  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  report  every  man  working, 
overtime  being  the  rule  in  many  establish- 
ments.    Book-binders  have  plenty  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Conditions  are  active, 
one  clothing  factory  working  overtime. 
Journeymen  tailors  are  fairly  well  employ- 
ed. Boot  and  shoemakers  report  better  con- 
ditions than  in  February,  nearly  all  fac- 
tories working  full  time,  and  a  couple 
working  overtime. 

Leather  trades. — Fair  conditions  prevail, 
one  factory  working  overtime. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Ice  cut- 
ters ceased  work  for  the  season  abouo  the 
middle  of  the  month.  Cigarmakers  and 
tobacco  workers  report  trade  good. 

Miscellaneous. — The  opening  of  the  ses- 
sion of  the  provincial  legislature  has  in- 
creased the  employment  of  hotel,  restaurent 
and  theatre  employees.  The  agricultural 
congress  also  held  in  this  city  during  the 
month  materially  increased  the  transient 
population. 

SHERBROOKE,   QUE.,   AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Jjogie,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 


GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  generally  during  March  was  in 
good  demand.  All  branches  of  trade  are 
fully  employed,  and  all  are  working  full 
time.  Extra  heavy  orders  in  the  machine 
shops  call  for  a  good  deal  of  over-time,  and 
in  Jencke's  machine  shops  the  night  shift 
is  still  on.  The  Crocker  Bros.,  paper 
machine  makers,  of  Pittsburg,  Mass.,  who 
have  established  a  branch  here,  expect  to 
be  in  running  order  within  a  short  time. 
The  new  iron  bedstead  factory  started  a 
short  time  ago  reports  business  exception- 
ally brisk,  and  is  now  employing  about 
fifty  hands.  The  Canadian  Rand  Drill 
Company  is  making  application  for  sup- 
plementary letters  patent  to  increase  the 
stock  of  the  company  from  $50,000  to  $150,- 
000.  This  is  necessitated  by  the  rapid 
growth  of  this  prosperous  concern,  which 
started  in  Sherbrooke  only  a  few  years  ago, 
and  has  now  developed  into  one  of  the  best 
equipped  shops  in  Canada.  The  question 
of  erecting  additional  buildings  is  only  a 
matter  of  a  short  time.  The  Jencke's 
Machine  Company,  will  also,  it  is  said,  add 
to  its  establishment  this  summer,  as  the 
present  buildings  are  inadequate  for  the 
growing  business  of  the  company.  Retail 
trade  was  somewhat  quiet  during  this 
month,  owing  to  the  roads  breaking  up. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  making  preparations  for  the 
spring's  work.  During  the  past  few  weeks 
many  have  been  bnsy  in  the  maple  sugar 
groves,  but  the  return  has  been  below  the 
average  this  year. 

The  lumber  camps  are  being  broken  up, 
and  preparations  for  the  drives  are  being 
made.  It  is  reported  that  there  will  be 
a  large  quantity  of  lumber  in  the  wcods 
which  had  to  be  left,  owing  to  the  snow  dis- 
appearing so  early  in  the  season. 

All  the  manufacturing  industries  are 
busy.  The  woollen  and  carpet  factories 
report  business  very  good. 

Mine  owners  expect  to  have  their  pro- 
perties opened  by  the  first  of  the  month. 
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The  first  meeting  of  the  Eastern  Townships 
Mining  and  Smelting  Company  was  held 
when  directors  were  elected  and  stock  lists 
issued.  It  is  proposed  to  erect  the  smelter 
in  the  vicinity  of  Sherbrooke,  and  it  is 
claimed  that  there  are  about  sixty  proper- 
ties in  the  townships  that  can  send  their 
copper  ore  to  this  centre,  and  which  will 
be  developed  as  a  result  of  this  smelter  be- 
ing erected. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  fully  employed,  as  are  also  the 
allied  trades.  Painters  and  paper  hangers 
are  in  good  demand. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and  machinists  re- 
port trade  extremely  good.  During  the 
month  machinists  were  being  advertised  for 
by  one  firm. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  again  fully  employed. 
One  of  the  sash  and  door  factories,  which 
was  on  three-quarter  time,  is  now  on  full 
time,  orders  having  been  received  necessit- 
ating full  time  for  some  time  to  come. 
Carriage  and  waggon  makers  report  busi- 
ness good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
are  fully  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — There  is  a  good  demand 
for  capable  pant  and  coat  makers  by  the 
custom  tailors,  who  report  the  spring  trade 
exceptionally  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  business  good. 
Cigar  makers  are  working  full  time. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour  is 
at  present  in  demand. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

The  asbestos  mines  in  the  distrct  of 
Black  Lake,  Thetford  and  Danville,  in  the 
Eastern  Townships,  have  been  steadily  in- 
creasing their  production  since  the  year 
1880,  when  operations  were  first  begun. 
The  year  1901  witnessed     a     particularly 


large  increase,  the  production  amounting 
to  32,892  tons,  valued  at  $1,248,645,  an 
average  for  all  grades  of  $38.96  per  ton. 
The  grand  total  of  asbestos  and  asbestic  for 
the  year,  therefore,  amounted  to  40,217  tons, 
valued  at  $1,259,759. 

THKEE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

From  an  industrial  standpoint  March 
has  been  one  of  t,he  quietest  months  in  the 
year.  Outside  of  operations  in  the  woods 
very  little  work  is  going  on.  Unfavourable 
weather  has  interfered  considerably  with 
business  and  retail  dealers  report  a  bad 
month,  occasioned  by  the  bad  country  roads 
and  the  rain.  Banks  also  report  business 
not  very  good.  The  building  trades,  on  ac- 
count of  the  bad  weather,  are  dull,  but  in 
face  of  this  temporary  depression  everybody 
expects  one  of  the  best  seasons.  The  situa- 
tion in  the  manufacturing  of  boots  and 
shoes  is  only  fair  just  now,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  spring  orders  are  already  largely 
filled  up.  Glove  workers  report  a  good 
month.  Journeymen  are  very  inactive  at 
present;  those  working  get  15  cents  per 
hour. 

CONDITION   OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Owing  to  the  cold  weather  up  to  the 
first  of  March  the  lumbermen  have  had  a 
prosperous  time,  and  will  no  doubt  turn 
out  15  per  cent  more  logs  than  last  winter. 
There  is,  however,  a  scarcity  of  men  for 
the  drive,  and  the  cost  of  these  will  be 
more  than  last  year.  The  men  are  asking 
from  $28  to  $50  per  month  and  board. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Few  bricklayers  and 
masons  are  working.  Painters,  decorators 
and  paper-hangers  have  little  work,  but  ex- 
pect to  find  it  more  plentiful  shortly. 
Plumbers  are  very  quiet. 
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Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Blacksmiths  are  not  very  busy. 
Bicycle  workers  are  expecting  one  of  the 
best  seasons.  Jewellers  and  watchmakers 
are  very  quiet. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  had 
as  much  work  as  last  month.  Photograph- 
ers find  work  fair. 

Clothing  trades. — Garment  workers  re- 
port a  good  month  for  the  season. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  business  as  being 
as  good  as  last  month.  Butchers  are  also 
fully  employed,  but  cigarmakers  and  to- 
bacco workers  report  business  dull. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
report  a  good  month. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  not  undergone 
much  change  during  the  month.  A  good 
deal  of  activity  has  prevailed  in  the  Cana- 
dian woollen  mills.  In  some  of  the  bran- 
ches, apart  from  those  which  work  all  night 
the  year  round,  extra  work  has  been  the 
rule.  Banks  report  a  flourishing  business. 
Merchants  claim  that  business  was  com- 
paratively slack  owing  to  the  weather.  No 
labour  difficulties  have  arisen  between  em- 
ployer and  employee  with  the  exception  of 
that  on  the  Quebec  Southern  Railway.  The 
strike  of  the  employees  of  this  company 
terminated  on  the  27th,  the  company  hav- 
ing paid  its  employees  the  wages  due  them. 
The  first  train  started  on  March  28  to  take 
the  paymaster  of  the  road  to  Sorel,  Noyan 
Junction  and  St.  John  d'Iberville  to  pay 
the  wages  due  the  employees  at  these  places. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  different  local  manufactories  report 
business  as  brisk.  A  company  has  been 
formed,  styled  the  St.  Hyacinthe  Distillery, 
Packing  and  Vinegar   Company,   Limited. 


The  cost  of  the  buildings  required,  and  of 
land  and  apparatus,  will  reach  the  sum  of 
$160,000.  The  contract  has  been  given  to 
Messrs.  Tellier  &  Co.,  some  of  whose  mem- 
bers are  shareholders  in  the  said  company. 
The  buildings,  &c,  are  to  be  ready  by  the 
month  of  July.  This  company  has  a  capi- 
tal of  $260,000,  of  which  $160,000  have  been 
subscribed  and  paid.  The  work  has  been 
given  to  local  contractors  and  will  be  done 
by  workmen  from  St.  Hyacinthe. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  have  had 
a  fairly  good  month,  as  have  also  the  car- 
penters. The  Plumbers  have  been  busy  but 
not  on  new  work.  This  last  will  also  apply 
to  gas  and  steamfitters. 

.  .Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  have  had  plenty  to  do.  Machin- 
ists and  boilermakers  have  been  very  busy 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  machinists  in 
the  employ  of  ITamel  &  Co.,  who  are  with- 
out work  owing  to  the  said  company  having 
left  St.  Hyacinthe  for  Haverhill,  Mass., 
taking  with  it  a  number  of  its  employees. 
Others  have  left  for  Montreal  and  other 
places. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing. — Carriage 
builders  are  at  present  fully  occupied. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printers 
state  that  they  have  had  a  good  month  with 
nobody  idle. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  have 
been  very  busy  and  have  plenty  of  orders 
ahead. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — With 
bakers  business  is  brisk.  Cigarmakers  have 
plenty  to  do. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  had  a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks  and  de- 
livery employees  have  an  abundance  of 
work.  Hotel  and  restaurant  keepers  are 
doing  a  good  business,  as  is  also  the  Cana- 
dian laundry. 

Transport. — All  railway  employees  are 
fully  occupied. 
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MONTREAL,   QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Fitzpatrick,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  mild  weather  during  the  month  has 
given  a  decided  boom  to  the  building  trades, 
and  employment  is  unusually  brisk  for  this 
time  of  the  year,  prospects  for  a  good  build- 
ing season  having  never  been  better.  The 
new  public  library,  the  civic  hospitals,  the 
various  foundries,  machine  shops,  and  sev- 
eral banks  that  are  to  be  constructed,  will 
furnish  work  for  a  large  number  of  mechan- 
ics and  labourers.  The  early  opening  of  na- 
vigation at  this  port  has  caused  the  wharfs 
and  river  front  to  become  the  scene  of  re- 
newed activity,  and  there  are  many  pre- 
parations under  way  for  the  busy  season 
which  is  now  so  near  at  hand.  Unusual 
effort  and  enterprise  seems  to  animate  all 
lines  of  trade,  and  it  is  predicted  in  ship- 
ping circles  that  the  coming  season  will  be 
for  Montreal  one  of  great  prosperity,  and 
that  it  will  be  marked  by  a  material  in- 
crease in  commerce.  Wholesalers  in  hard- 
ware, paints  oils,  and  other  heavy  lines  of 
merchandise,  are  actively  employed  in  try- 
ing to  fill  the  accummulation  of  orders  that 
travellers  have  been  sending  in  since  Jan- 
uary, and  which  are  still  coming  in  freely. 
Wholesalers  of  dry  goods  are  pretty  well 
through  with  spring  deliveries,  but  travel- 
lers are  reported  as  doing  a  satisfactory 
sorting  business,  and  are  already  booking 
orders  for  some  lines  of  fall  goods. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company 
has  announced  a  programme  of  improve- 
ments on  a  scale  that  will  make  the  total 
expenditure  in  the  neighbourhood  of  $1,- 
000,000  on  railway  construction  and  track 
repairing  alone.  This  work  will  give  em- 
ployment to  at  least  3,000  labourers 
for  the  next  eight  months.  The  Mon- 
treal Street  Railway  Company  will 
spend  $100,000  on  improvements,  and  fully 
1,000  unskilled  labourers  will  be  employed 
by    this     company     during     the    summer 


months.  The  completing  of  the  Montreal 
Terminal  Railway  is  to  be  pushed  as. rapid- 
ly as  possible,  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
road  will  be  in  operation  by  August  15. 
In  order  to  accomplish  this,  however,  several 
hundred  men  will  have  to  be  constantly  at 
work.  The  city  of  Montreal  proposes  to 
spend  more  than  $200,000  in  repairing  the 
streets  and  opening  up  new  avenues.  This 
will  give  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
labourers.  The  plans  of  the  new  Cana- 
dian locomotive  works,  which  are  to  be  con- 
structed at  Longue  Pointe,  are  all  ready, 
and  work  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
material  can  be  got  on  the  ground.  A 
small  force  of  men  are  now  at  work.  It 
is  estimated  that  the  company  will  expend 
about  $800,000  on  buildings  alone.  Never 
in  the  history  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way has  so  much  activity  been  displayed  as 
at  present  in  the  car  shops  of  the  Hochelaga 
works,  where  upwards  of  a  hundred  pas- 
senger cars  are  either  being  built  or  are  in 
some  stage  of  repairs.  Of  the  new  stock 
which  is  being  constructed  there  are  thirty 
first  class  coaches  and  six  sleeping  cars, 
while  those  undergoing  repairs  number 
about  seventy,  including  sleepers,  diners, 
passenger  coaches,  colonist  cars,  and  other 
cars.  At  the  DeLorimie  avenue  locomo- 
tive shops  the  same  activity  prevails,  and 
engines  are  being  turned  out  at  the  rate 
of  one  a  week,  while  dozens  are  being  re- 
paired and  rebuilt.  Granite  cutters  are 
very  busy  at  present.  They  have  received 
an  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  wages,  and 
obtained  a  nine  hour  day,  also  recogniza- 
tion  of  the  union. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  stonecutters  are 
very  busy  at  present.  They  are  consider- 
ing the  question  of  asking  for  more  pay 
and  shorter  hours.  Circulars  have  been 
issued  by  the  Brotherhood  of  Painters,  De- 
corators and  Paperhangers  to  the  employers 
in  which  the  following  demands  are  made  : 
(1)  That  25  cents  an  hour  shall  be  the 
mnimum  wage  for  a  day's  work,  to  take 
effect  April  1,  1903.  (2)  That  eight 
hours  shall  constitute  a  day's  work.     (3) 
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That  all  overtime  after  regular  day's  work 
shall  be  paid  time  and  a  half  up  to  mid- 
night, after  midnight  double  time.  (4) 
That  board,  fare  and  travelling  expenses  be 
paid  when  sent  outside  the  city.  (5)  That 
the  union  be  recognized  by  the  master 
painters,  and  that  we  keep  our  autonomy  in 
regard  to  other  trade  unions.  (6)  That 
should  any  trouble  arise  between  employer 
and  employee,  said  trouble  to  be  settled  by 
an  arbitration  board  composed  of  three 
master  painters  and  three  members  of  the 
union,  decision  to  be  final. 

At  the  last  regular  meeting  of  the  Build- 
ers Labourers'  Union,  the  offer  made  by  the 
master  builders  was  considered.  The  re- 
quest of  the  union  was  for  22£  cents  per 
hour  for  all  hands,  time  and  a  half  for 
overtime,  double  time  on  Sunday,  and  a 
nine  hour  day.  The  employers  are  willing 
to  pay  twenty  cents  per  hour  for  all  labour- 
ers, except  pick  and  shovel  men,  for  whom 
they  propose  to  pay  16|  cents ;  overtime  and 
Sunday  rates,  and  the  nine  hour  day  as 
requested,  were  conceded.  The  union  re- 
fused to  accept  the  propositions  of  the 
master  builders,  but  submit  the  following 
rates  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
master  builder  :  20  cents  per  hour  for  all 
men,  except  pick  and  shovel  men,  who 
would  receive  18  cents  per  hour,  and  re- 
cognition of  the  union. 

Clothing  trades.  The  Canadian  Federa- 
tion of  Boot  and  Shoe  Workers  of  Mon- 
treal have  obtained  for  its  members  an  in- 
crease in  wages  from  10  to  20  per  cent. 
Some  1,500  men  will  benefit  by  the  increase. 

Transport. — The  local  steamship  agents 
have  decided  to  pay  the  following  rate  of 
wages  to  their  employees  during  the  ship- 
ping season  of  1903,  which  is  from  5  cents 
to  7£  cents  per  hour,  higher  than  last  year, 
and  are  as  follows :  General  cargo,  day  and 
night,  25  cents  per  hour  ;  coal  shovellers, 
27£  cents  per  hour;  grain,  light  or  heavy, 
day  and  night,  25  cents  per  hour;;  all 
other  labourers  25  cents  per  hour,  day 
and  night.  Coal  vessels,  coal  shovellers, 
25  cents  per  hour,  day  work,  and  40 
cents  during  night;  stagemen,  35  cents  per 


hour  day  and  night.  Lumber  cargoes,  side 
runners,  35  cents  per  hour  day  and  night. 
All  other  labourers  25  cents  per  hour  day 
and  night.  Midnight  suppers  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  ship;  for  Sunday  work  double 
time  will  be  paid.  On  general  cargo 
vessels  there  will  be  paid  at  the  end  of 
the  season  a  bonus  of  2£  cents  per  hour  on 
all  hours  worked,  to  all  labourers  who  com- 
menced work  on  the  dock  in  the  spring, 
and  continued  throughout  the  season  to  the 
close  of  navigation. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Rodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  was  inclined  to  dull- 
ness in  the  first  part  of  the  month,  but  was 
rather  more  active  in  the  latter  part  pre- 
paratory to  the  opening  of  the  mills  owing 
to  the  early  commencement  of  spring.  The 
building  trades  are  still  idle,  but  common 
labour  has  started  work.  Eddy's  numerous 
industries  are  very  active,  and  the  demand 
for  paper,  news  and  glazed;  paper  boards; 
pulp,  wet  and  dry;  matches;  indurated  fibre 
ware ;  and  other  products  is  in  excess  of  the ! 
production.  The  average  pay  is  satisfac-1 
tory  as  evinced  by  the  lack  of  any  com- 
plaints by  the  employees.  The  city  has 
been  particularly  favoured  by  the  absence 
of  strikes  and  lock-outs. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Workmen  are  now  awaiting  the  opening 
of  the  sawing  season,  and  all  are  sure  of; 
seven  months'  employment,  especially  since 
the  announcement  recently  made  that  Mr. 
J.  R.  Booth  will  employ  2,000  more  men 
than  usual.     This  to  some  extent  accounts 
for  the  present  scarcity  of  men  for  the  lop 
drive  on  the  upper  Ottawa  river  and  it- 
tributaries.    Shantymen  have  come  down  t< 
Hull  and  other  towns  in  this  county  to  tin 
number  of  about  1,200,  all  told,  after  a  f: 
months'  run  at  $30  to  $50  a  month,  and  re- 
fuse to  go  up   again  for  a   three  or  foin 
months'  drive  at  $35  to  $45  per  month  ii 
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order  not  to  spoil  their  chances  of  working 
in  the  mills  here.  The  latter  are  expected 
to  open  in  a  few  days,  and  a  good  season  is 
announced.  The  cut  as  usual  is  all  sold  in 
advance,  at  exceptionally  high  prices.  La- 
bour had  to  be  imported  from  Lower  Can- 
ada to  send  up  on  the  drive. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  been  idle  for  three  months,  but  are  ex- 
pected to  start  work  pretty  soon.  Hull 
contractors,  however,  have  large  public  con- 
tracts in  Ottawa  and  tradesmen  will  have 
work.  A  few  bricklayers  and  masons  are 
employed  at  $2.75  per  day.  Stonecutters 
are  at  work,  a  good  many  being  employed 
in  the  quarries  at  $2.75  per  day.  A  few 
builders'  labourers  are  employed  at  from 
$1.25  to  $1.35  a  day.  A  few  carpenters  are 
also  at  work,  but  the  rest  are  idle. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — At  Eddy's,  machinists  and  engin- 
eers get  from  $1.75  to  $3  per  day.  Linemen 
receive  $1.10  per  day.  Ship-caulkers  are 
earning  from  $2  to  $2.50  per  day. 

Clothing  trades. — Conditions  among  the 
women  and  girls  working  on  garments  re- 
main unchanged;  the  prices  paid  are  the 
lowest  in   the  market   and  the  work  very 

tiring. 

Food   and   tobacco    preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  earning  from  $9.50  to 
$12  per  week.     Butchers  and  meat  cutters 
!  get  from  $7.50  to  $i0. 

Unskilled   labour. — Men    are   being   paid 
I $1.35  per  day;  miners,  $1.35  per  day. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  spring  season  was  ushered  in  early 
this  year  by  exceptionally  mild  weather 
.throughout  March.  Labour  was  generally 
'well  employed  and  indications  pointed  to 
a  brisk  season.  All  the  trades,  except  the 
building  trades,  were  steadily  employed,  and 


unskilled  labour  was  in  demand.  The 
general  tone  of  trade  was  good  and  em- 
ployers and  merchants  were  disposed  to 
take  a  hopeful  view  of  the  future.  There 
were  signs  of  renewed  activity  among  the 
building  trades,  and  the  amount  of  work 
in  view  is  above  the  average.  The  Brick- 
layers' Union  during  the  month  gave  notice 
to  the  Contractors'  Association  of  an  in- 
crease of  wages  to  take  effect  on  the  1st  of 
May,  from  36  to  45  cents  per  hour.  The 
contractors  offered  40  cents  and,  while  the 
men  preferred  to  compromise  at  42  cents, 
it  is  understood  that  the  40  cents  will  be 
accepted.  The  demand  was  made  on  the 
ground  that  the  cost  of  living  has  increased 
and  that  wages  here  were  out  of  propor- 
tion to  those  paid  in  other  cities.  The 
Plasterers'  Union  also  gave  notice  of  a  new 
wage  schedule  fixing  the  scale  at  35  cents 
an  hour.  At  present  the  scale  is  30  cents 
per  hour  for  summer,  and  28  cents  for 
winter  work.  All  the  building  trades  will 
work  a  nine  hour  day  this  season.  During 
the  month  the  Ottawa  Street  Railway  Co. 
introduced  a  new  wage  schedule,  which 
gave  an  average  increase  in  wages  of  10 
per  cent.  Instead  of  a  scale  ranging  from 
14  cents  to  15^  cents  an  hour,  the  motor- 
men  and  conductors  will  now  receive  after 
one  year's  service  16  cents  on  week  days, 
and  18  cents  on  Sundays.  Men  on 
sweepers  and  snowploughs  will  receive  17^ 
cents  an  hour  from  6  a.m.  to  12  p.m.,  and  20 
cents  after  midnight.  The  Ottawa  branch 
of  the  Street  Railway  Employees'  Associa- 
tion of  America  had  drawn  up  a  scale  of 
wages  which  called  for  18  cents  an  hour  for 
week  days  and  20  cents  an  hour  for  Sun- 
days, with  a  nine-hour  day.  The  sche- 
dule had  not  been  ratified  by  the  Inter- 
national executive  at  the  time  the  com- 
pany announced  its  new  scale.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  members  of  the  union  the  men 
decided  to  accept  the  company's  offer.  The 
President  of  the  International  Union  of 
Plumbers  and  Steamfitters  addressed  the 
local  union  on  March  25.  He  explained 
the  recent  changes  to  the  constitution 
which  provide  for  the  addition  of  fraternal 
features    giving   sick    and   death   benefits. 
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He  strongly  urged  the  appointment  of 
plumbing  inspectors  in  all  cities  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  health.  The  Ottawa 
Typographical  Union  has  served  notice  on 
the  employing  printers  of  a  new  schedule 
of  wages  to  go  into  effect  1st  of  June.  Un- 
der the  proposed  scale  it  is  asked  that  night 
linotype  operators  be  given  $20  instead  of 
$18  per  week,  and  day  men  $16,50  instead 
of  $15  as  at  present.  For  hand  setters  it 
is  asked  that  the  scale  be  from  $12  and 
$12.50  a  week  to  $15.  The  new  scale  is  to 
affect  the  Government  Printing  Bureau 
and  all  city  shops  and  newspaper  offices 
alike.  The  Building  Contractors'  Asso- 
ciation has  reached  an  agreement  with  the 
stonemasons'  union,  and  the  wage  schedule 
has  been  signed  for  another  year,  the  unions 
erceived  36  cents  last  year;  this  year  they 
will  receive  40  cents  an  hour  and  work 
nine  hours  a  day. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  early  and  somewhat  sudden  breaking 
up  of  winter,  brought  to  a  close  operations 
in  the  lumber  camps,  and  it  was  reported 
that  a  considerable  quantity  of  square  tim- 
ber would  have  to  lie  in  the  limits  until 
next  winter.  The  early  breaking  up  caused 
a  brisk  demand  for  men  for  the  drives,  and 
the  difficulty  of  obtaining  the  required' 
number  of  qualified  men  for  this  work 
caused  a  large  increase  in  wages,  and  in- 
stead of  $30,  which  was  the  average  month- 
ly pay  last  season,  the  agents  were  offering 
$40  and  $45  with  board  included.  Men  for 
the  drives  were  never  so  scarce  as  they  are 
this  season. 

Spring  farming  operations  were  started 
fully  two  weeks  earlier  this  year  than 
usual.  Farmers  report  it  difficult  to  ob- 
tain competent  labour  even  at  largely  in- 
creased pay.  A  large  number  from  the 
Ottawa  district  left  during  the  month  for 
New  Ontario,  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
west Territories.  The  city  of  Ottawa  will 
not  give  employment  to  as  many  labourers 
this  year,  as  last,  owing  to  the  main  drain 
and  large  sewers  being  completed.  There 
will  be  several  miles  of  granolithic  side- 
walk built,  however,  and  there  is  likely  to 


be  a  considerable  quantity  of  asphalt  pave- 
ment laid.  The  city  will  do  its  work  under 
the  day  labour  system,  two  years'  experi- 
ence having  demonstrated  that  it  is  the 
most  efficient  and  economical  method,  and 
that  one  which  gives  satisfaction  to  the 
labourers. 

KINGSTON,   ONT.,   AND   DISTEICT. 

Mr.    William   Kelly,   Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  generally  was  well  employed  dur- 
ing the  month.    There  was  a  large  increase 
in  the  demand  for  workmen  of  all  kinds^ 
and  the  opportunities  for  employment  were1 
in  excess  of  the  corresponding  period  last! 
year.    No  new  factories  or  public  buildings  j 
are  under  way,  but  plans  for  a  large  summer 
hotel,  to  be  built  by  American  capitalists, 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Mayor  and  are 
under  consideration  by  the  municipal  coun- 
cil.     Repairs,    extensions,    improvements,! 
&c,    are   being   made   to    several    business 
houses,  residences,    schools,    churches,    &c. 
Navigation  has   commenced   and   business 
in  the  shipbuilding,  repairing,  &c,  has  been 
extremely  brisk.     With  the  opening  of  na 
vigation    shipments    have    materially    in 
creased.     The   wholesale   and   retail   busi- 
ness has   also  considerably  increased.     Tc 
date  there  have  not  been  any  changes  in  the 
rates  of  wages  and  hours  of  labour,  except 
in  two  cases,  on  October  6,  1902,  the  Paint-; 
ers'  Union,  which  embraces  nearly  all  the 
journeymen  painters  in  Kingston,  sent  tc 
the  master  painters,  some  six  in  number 
a  notice  that  beginning  April  1,   1903,  i 
minimum  rate  of  $2  for  an  eight  hour  da;\ 
would  be  demanded.     Also  that  only  ont 
apprentice  to  every  five  journeymen  woulc 
be  acceptable.    No  answer  was  received  ty 
the  union  until  about  March  25,  when  fou 
of   the   firms   involved   sent   a   joint   com 
munication  stating,  that  eight  hours  an( 
a  minimum  rate  of  $2  per  day  was  out  o 
the  question.     Two  other  firms  intimate* 
their  willingness  to  pay  the  $2  per  day,  bu 
refused  to  concede  the  eight  hour  day,  sub 
sequently  these  two  firms  conceded  the  en 
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tire  demands.  The  local  union  is  endorsed 
by  the  international,  with  headquarters  at 
Lafayette,  Ind.,  in  the  demand.  Towards 
the  end  of  March  a  number  of  English  ma- 
chinists arrived  and  went  to  work  in  place 
of  the  striking  machinists  at  the  Canadian 
Locomotive  Works.  During  the  month  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  by  the 
local  Board  of  Trade  and  prominent  citi- 
zens to  adjust  the  difficulty. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Favourable  weather  conditions  have  per- 
mitted the  farmers,  gardeners,  &c,  to  com- 
mence spring's  work. 

Manufacturing  and  mining  are  quiet. 

The  company  interested  has  secured  its 
charter  for  an  electric  railway  between  To- 
ronto and  Cornwall  and  has  commenced 
operations.  It  is  expected  that  the  line 
will  be  completed  between  Toronto  and 
Kingston  by  the  end  of  October  next. 
Local  capitalists  are  largely  interested  in 
the  line. 

On  Monday,  March  30,  the  board  of 
works  of  the  city  council  brought  down  a 
report  recommending  the  paving  of  eight 
blocks  in  the  business  section  of  the  city. 
The  cost,  $28,000,  is  to  cover  a  period  of 
twenty  years,  $1,134  to  be  paid  yearly  by 
the  city;  the  property  owners  contribute 
about  sixty  per  cent  of  the  total  cost.  On 
motion  the  report  was  adopted  by  the  coun- 
cil, and  the  board  of  works  is  taking  the 
preliminary  steps  to  carry  out  the  work. 

CONDITION  OP  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  anticipating  a  fairly  good  season. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — These  trades  are  extremely  busy. 

Wodworking  and  furnishing  trades  are 
jail  well  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
only  fairly  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Clothiers  report  in- 
creased business. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Those 
engaged  in  food  and  tobacco  preparations 
report  good  business. 


Miscellaneous.  —  Bakers,  broom-makers, 
delivery  employees,  hotel,  restaurant,  laun- 
dries, &c,  report  improved  trade  conditions. 

Transport. — All  those  engaged  in  the 
transportation  business  are  busy. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  good  demand. 

FORMATION    OF    ORGANIZATIONS. 

On  March  10  a  circular  was  sent  out  to 
the  employers  of  the  city  asking  them  to 
meet  for  the  purpose  of  forming  an  em- 
ployers' protective  union.  The  meeting 
was  addressed  by  Mr.  DeBrull,  of  Cincin- 
nati, and  by  members  of  the  local  Board  of 
Trade  and  others.  On  motion  it  was  de- 
cided to  form  an  association  and  a  commit- 
tee was  struck  to  name  officers,  &c.  On 
Friday,  March  20,  the  committee  reported. 
General  routine  business  was  transacted, 
an  executive  appointed,  and  Mr.  John  Mc- 
Kelvey  and  Francis  King  were  elected  pre- 
sident and  secretary  respectively  of  the  as- 
sociation. The  object  of  the  association, 
briefly  stated,  is  to  resist  unfair  demands 
that  may  be  made  by  the  labour  unions. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  for 
the  month  of  March  has  been  favourable, 
and  there  has  been  a  good  demand  for  all 
kinds  of  labour.  The  prospects  for  a  good 
season  have  never  been  brighter.  There 
promises  to  be  unusual  activity  in  the 
buliding  trades  for  the  next  few  months. 
Brick  manufacturers  report  that  there  has 
not  been  such  a  demand  for  brick  in  ten 
years.  Carpenters,  bricklayers,  and  masons 
expect  a  very  busy  season.  The  Belleville 
Portland  Cement  Company  are  at  present 
employing  a  hundred  men  and  they  will 
employ  many  more  later  on.  Work  is  just 
about  to  start  in  a  factory  for  shirt  mak- 
ing which  will  give  employment  to  about 
sixty  hands.  Work  is  shortly  to  commence 
on  the  erection  of  a  pork  factory.  A  num- 
ber of  new  dwelling  houses  are  also  in  the 
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course  of  erection.  Merchants  report  an 
excellent  month's  business,  much  better 
than  that  of  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year.  Banks  also  report  a  good  month's 
business.  The  male  employees  of  the 
Belleville  Canning  Company  asked  for  an 
increase  of  wages,  and,  being  refused,  went 
out  on  strike  and  were  out  twenty-four 
hours  when  they  were  given  an  increase  of 
from  15  eo  25  per  cent.  There  has  been 
no  trouble  since. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  early  opening  of  spring  has  been  of 
great  benefit  to  the  farmers,  many  of  whom 
are  now  engaged  in  ploughing.  There  is  a 
good  demand  for  labourers.  The  season 
has  not  been  a  good  one  for  sugar  making. 

Fishermen  report  a  good  month.  There 
has  been  good  catches  of  pike,  catfish, 
suckers  and  other  rough  fish. 

Lumbermen  have  suffered  on  account  of 
the  rapid  melting  of  the  snow  which  has 
caused  more  expense  in  getting  the  timber 
out  of  the  woods  to  the  creeks. 

The  local  manufacturers  report  a  good 
month  with  plenty  of  orders  on  hand. 
There  is  a  good  demand  for  skilled  labour 
of  all  kinds. 

Mining  is  active  in  North  Hastings,  and 
a  number  of  English  capitalists  have  been 
getting  options  this  month  on  properties 
for  arsenic  mining.  This  year  promises  to 
be  the  best  in  the  history  of  the  county. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  month  has  been  a 
good  one.  Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters, 
lathers  and  plasterers  have  started  to  work. 
Painters  and  paper-hangers  report  a  good 
month.  There  has  been  a  good  demand 
for  painters.  Plumbers,  gas  and  steam- 
fitters  also  report  a  good  month.  There  is 
a  good  demand  for  stonecutters  and  build- 
ers' labourers. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  these  trades  there  has  been  en- 
couraging reports  from  iron  moulders, 
machinists,     steam     engineers,     electrical 


workers,      metal     polishers,     blacksmitl 
shipbuilders,  shipwrights  and  caulkers. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.- 
For  all  of  these  trades  the  month  has  beeJ 
a  good  one.  The  local  factories  are  bus* 
turning  out  fittings  for  contractors. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  tl 
printing  and  allied  trades  the  month  hj 
been  an  exceptional  good  one. 

Clothing  trades. — The  month  has  beeJ 
a  busy  one  for  the  clothing  trades.  Tailoi 
report  an  excellent  month,  they  are  rushe| 
with  orders. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakei 
and  confectionars,  butchers  and  meat  cul 
ters  report  a  good  month.  Cigarmakei 
arso  report  a  good  month. 

Leather  trade. — The  month  has  been 
good  one  for  the  leather  trade.  Harm 
makers  are  very  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  gool 
motnh's  business.  Hotelmen  report  trad' 
good. 

Transport. — Railway  employees  report 
good  month's  business,  but  expect  a  fallin- 
off  in  freight  transportation  on  the  oper 
ing  of  navigation. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  hi 
been  employed  during  the  month  very  e: 
tensively.  There  are  vry  few  idle  me 
anywhere. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

A  factory  for  the  manufacture  of  stove 
is  in  course  of  erection  at  Millbridge,  whic 
men  completed  will  employ  from  75  to  1C 
men. 

TORONTO,   ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Corresponden 
reports  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MAKK1 

The  general  activity  of-  trade  and  pr< 
duction  in  all  departments  has  resulted  i 
an  unusually  active  demand  for  labou 
Reports  from  nearly  all  branches  indica 
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i  highly  prosperous  state   of  affairs   with 
jin  upward  tendency  in  wages.     Many  fac- 
ories  are  working  overtime  and  are  unable 
o  overtake  orders.     Navigation  was  open- 
ed early  giving  an  additional  stimulus  to 
msiness     and    the    movement    of    goods. 
Steamship    lines     anticipate   a   very   busy 
eason,  as  extensive  consignments  of  freight 
re  awaiting  shipment  to  westward  points, 
;lnd  large  quantities  of  grain,  the  forward- 
ng  of  which  has  been  delayed  by  the  lack 
if  adequate  railroad  facilities,  will  now  be 
aoved  east  by  water.     The   relations   be- 
ween  employer   and  employed  have  been 
isturbed    by    several    strikes    during    thei 
lonth,  some   of  which  remains  unsettled, 
nd  it  is  altogether  likely  that  others  may 
ollow,   especially  in   connection   with   the 
uilding    trade,  unless    some  of  the    out- 
tanding  questions  can  be  amicably  arrang- 
d  before  May  1st. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Building  operations  are  being  actively 
ushed  both  as  repards  the  construction  of 
usiness  structures  and  residences.  A 
reat  many  houses  are  likely  to  be  built  in 
le  suburbs,  as  the  demand  for  house  ac- 
ommodation  continues  active.  Manufac- 
iring  industries  in  all  lines  are  prosperous 
nd  in  many  cases  facilities  are  being  ex- 
uded. Manufacturers  complain  of  a  short- 
?e  of  skilled  labour  in  some  lines. 

The  scarcity  of  farm  labour  continues  to 

resent  a  difficult  problem  to  the  farmers  of 

lis  vicinity,  and  though  relief  may  be  ob- 

lined  through   the  Immigration   Depart- 

lent  it  will  evidently  be  entirely   inade- 

late  to  the  demand.    A  few  early  arrivals 

um  England,  mostly  mechanics  and  clerks 

ith    no    experience    in    farming,    found 

rmers  eagerly  bidding  against  each  other 

»r  their  services  and  many  times  the  num- 

t  could  have  found  good  situations. 

Transportation  is  very  active  in  all  de- 
irtments.  For  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
ry  the  monthly  receipts  of  the  Toronto 
jreet  Railway  have  exceeded  those  of  the 
ontreal  Street  Railway  Company.  The 
oss  revenue  for  February  was   $146,539 


being  $7,473  in  excess  of  that  of  the  Mont- 
real road. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  all  active.  The  bricklayers  have  de- 
manded an  increase  of  wages  from  42  cents 
an  hour,  the  present  rate,  to  45  cents  to 
take  effect  first  of  May.  The  employers 
object  to  the  new  agreement,  not  so  much 
on  account  of  the  increase,  as  owing  to  cer- 
tain clauses  specifying  the  manner  in 
which  differences  are  to  be  settled.  Nego- 
tiations have  been  discontinued  and  the 
matter  will  remain  in  abeyance  until  the 
first  of  May.  Carpenters  are  nearly  all  at 
work,  excepting  those  displaced  by  a  strike 
of  twelve  union  men  employed  on  the  new 
exhibition  buliding  on  the  21st  instant  on 
account  of  the  employment  of  non-union- 
ists, and  the  refusal  of  the  contractor  to 
pay  the  union  scale  of  wages,  30  cents  per 
hour  for  8  hours  per  day.  The  contractor 
is  now  employing  non-unionists.  Painters 
are  much  in  demand.  They  have  asked  an 
increase  wage  of  35  cents  per  hour  which 
has  been  conceded  by  some  employers. 
Twenty  of  the  painters  employed  on  the 
Kink  Edward  Hotel  struck  on  the  20th 
instant  for  40  cents  an  hour;  a  compromise 
was  effected  the  same  day  by  which  the 
minimum  was  fixed  at  35  cents,  and  the 
men  went  back  to  work.  Some  receive  as 
high  as  40  cents.  On  the  30th  instant  60 
painters  working  for  Contractor  Tiffany, 
of  New  York,  at  the  King  Edward  Hotel 
struck  for  an  advance  of  wages  to  40  cents 
per  hour,  the  request  was  made  to  the  fore- 
man in  the  absence  of  the  contractor,  and 
was  refused,  whereupon  the  men  quit 
work.  Their  action  is  not  endorced  by  the 
local  union,  and  is  known  as  a  c  stop  strike.' 
There  are  about  sixty  other  painters  at 
work  on  the  hotel  for  other  contractors. 
Builders'  labourers  on  the  10th  instant,  de- 
cided to  ask  an  advance  from  25  to  30 
cents  an  hour.  The  union  has  now  a  mem- 
bership of  700.  Plumbers  and  steamfitters 
are  fairly  well  employed.  Plasterers  are 
asking  a  raise  of  wages  from  38  to  45  cents 
an  hour.    Marble  workers  have  notified  em- 
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ployers   that    after    June   12   they  expect  instant,  on  acount  of  the  refusal  of  a  large! 

the  following  wages : — Cutters,  35  cents  per  number  of  the  employers  to  accept  a  new 

hour ;   setters,  40   cents   and  polishers,   25  scale  of  wages.    The  strike  was  not  of  long; 

cents.  duration,  a  compromise  being  effected  by 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding  which  a  considerable  increase  was  secured.. 

trades. — General    activity    prevails    in    all  amounting  to  about  10  percent  over  the  old! 

these  lines,  and  very  few  men  are  out  of  scale,  and  in  some  cases  more.    The  details! 

work.     In  response  to  the  argument  of  a  are  not,  as  yet,  arranged,  the  committees; 

deputation,  which  recently  waited  upon  the  representing  the  union  and  the  employerg| 

Ontario  government  urging  that  steps  be  being  still  at  work  upon  them.     The  ad-, 

taken   to   bring  skilled   iron   workers   into  vance  of  the  spring  has  made  work  plenti-' 

the  province  on  account  of  the  present  tern-  ful.     The  union  label  specification  on  fire- 

porary  scarcity  of  labour,  the  unions  claim  men's  clothing  has  been  declared  illegal  by 

that  the  shortage  is  due  to  the  policy  of  the  Corporation    Counsel,    Mr.    Fullerton,    ano 

manufacturers  in  discharging  men  as  soon  new  tenders,  without  this  condition,  callers 

as  they  can  possibly  dispense  with  their  ser-  for.     Boot  and  shoe  workers  are  well  em-: 

vices.    They  assert  that  a  large  number  of  ployed. 
Canadian    mechanics     have    been    driven 

abroad  by  the  uncertainty  of  employment  Food  *nd  tolacco  Preparahon.-Prosver- 

here.     A  difficulty  has  arisen  between  the  ous  editions  prevail  m  connection  witl 

Electrical  Workers'  Union  and  the  Plumb-  the  trades  en^ed    m    food    and    tobacC( 

ers  and  Steamfitters   Union,  as  to  which  Preparation.      The    brewery    workers    ar« 

class  of  labourers  should  perform  the  con-  aSitatmg  for  increased  wages  but  no  de 

duit  work  on  the  King  Edward  Hotel.    It  mand  has  yet  been  made' 

has  resulted  in  20  electrical  workers  em-  Leather  trades.— The  leather  workers  oi 

ployed  there  being  called  out  because  the  horse  goods  employed  by  T.  Woodbridge 

conduit  work  was  done  by  plumbers;  the  Toronto,  and  the  Kudd  Harness  Company; 

difficulty  is  still  unsettled.     The  Coremak-  Toronto  Junction,  went  out  on  strike  on  thJ 

ers'  Union  has  decided  to  affiliate  with  local  16th  to  the  nmnber  of  fifty.    They  demand 

branch  of  the  Iron  Moulders  Union.  a  minimum  wage  0f  $9  for  a  week  of  5! 

Woodworking    and   furnishing    trades. —  hours.     The  strike  is  still  on.     The  collar; 

Woodworkers  of  all  classes  are  as  a  rule  makers  at  the  Junction  establishment  hav<j 

busy.   The  Cabinetmakers'  Union,  which  is  gone  out  in  sympathy. 

affiliated  with  the  International   Associa-  m              ,      A11        -,                  -,  . 

.     .       ,               ,    TTT     ,       ,           ,  Iransyort. — All  trades  engaged  m  trans 

lton    01    Amalgamated    Woodworkers,    has  ,.                        ,.     ,     ,            m, 

.     . ,   _              °             .                  .  portation  are  exceedingly  busy.     I  he  team 

decided  to  ask  for  an  increase  of  wages  to  .       ,               «.    ,   -,  .*    .              ... 

0  sters  have  perfected  their  organization  am 

35  cents  an   hour  and    a  9  hour  day  :    at  £        -,        -,           i              ,u     ,              .  J 

_                         ._   ,          ,1  preferred  a  demand  upon  the  transports 

present    it    has    no    specified    scale,    and  ,.                           -      &.-              .,        ..,   .„, 

*                                    ,  ,         ^       n„;  tion  companies  for  $45  a  month,  with  pa, 

receives  an  average  01  from  25  to  27£  cents  ,,                 -  , .             ,       1    lx     <.,       c  „. 

.  at  the  rate  of  time  and  a  half  alter  o.6[ 

per  hour,  working  10  or  11  hours  per  day.  pjn/    A  gtrike  of  cQal  shovellers  employe, 

The  coopers  are  preparing  a  price-list  for  by  ^  Qrand  Tpunk  Railway  Company  a 

submission  to  their  employers  embodying  York  gtation  occurred  on  the  21st  instan< 

an  advance  of  about  10  per  cent,  but  no  ^  men  agking  f Qr  g  centg  per  ton>  Ifalian, 

formal  demand  has  yet  been  made.  were  employed  in  the  place  of  the  men  wh 

Printing  and  allied  trades.— Printers  and  went  0ut,  causing  some  disturbance  thoug 

bookbinders  have  seldom  been  so  much  in  no  serious  results  were  reported.  The  strik 

demand  as  has  been  the  case  recently.    All  was   settled   on   the   25th,   the  men  bein 

departments  of  the  trade  are  prosperous.  granted  9  cents  per  ton,  but  required  t 

.  .  Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors,  to  pick  up  the  coal  dropped  on  the  groun 

the  number  of  about  200  struck  on  the  16th  without    extra    pay.      Marine   firemen    ar 
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asking  an  increase  from  $30  to  $35  a  month 
from  the  first  of  June. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Toronto  Junction. — A  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  wooden  novelties,  and  wood 
carvings  generally  is  to  started  at  Toronto 
Junction.  The  old  J.  P.  Wagner  building, 
the  last  of  the  factory  buildings  put  up 
!  during  the  boom  to  remain  unoccupied, 
having  been  secured  for  the  purpose. 

Eumher. — The  plans  of  the  Humber 
Power  and  Light  Company,  Limited,  for 
the  completion  of  the  plant  at  the  Humber, 
and  providing  for  the  installation  of  a 
substitutional  gas  and  steam  plant,  have 
been  approved  by  the  shareholders,  and  the 
work  will  be  pushed  forward. 

HAMILTON,   ONT.,   AND   DISTKICT. 

Mr.  S.  Landers,  Correspondent,  reports  as 

follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  of  all  classes,  skilled  and  un- 
skilled, is  fully  employed,  with  exceptions 
here  and  there.  Hamilton  is  at  the  pre- 
sent time  experiencing  a  rapid  yet  steady 
growth.  New  manufactories  are  going  up 
and  real  estate,  wages  and  rents  are  also 
increasing.  It  is  calculated  that  during 
1903  the  population  will  grow  by  many 
thousands.  By  an  Order  in  Council  an 
additional  five  hundred  acres  of  county 
land  was  added  to  the  city,  on  account  of 
the  many  manufacturers  seeking  sites  here 
with  rail,  water  and  power  facilities.  Al- 
ready the  annexed  land  has  increased  25 
per  cent  in  value  and  many  acres  have  been 
^old.  The  Deering  Company  has  again 
decided  to  enlarge  its  plant,  this  time  add- 
ng  a  building  five  stories  high  and  eight 
hundred  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet. 
The  Cataract  Power  Company  has  installed 
an  auxiliary  power  plant,  the  Deering  Har- 
ester  Company  alone  requiring  about  10,- 
00  horse  power.  The  city  has  decided  to 
ubmit  the  following  money  by-laws  to  the 
atepayers;  general  expenses,  $10,000,  re- 
servoir,    $27,000;     street     extension     and 


bridges,  $23,000  ;  good  roads,  $50,000. 
Business  generally,  wholesale  and  retail, 
during  the  month,  has  been  good. 

There  have  been  several  slight  disputes 
between  employer  and  employees  during 
March,  all  of  which  have  been  amicably 
arranged  except  that  of  the  leather  workers 
on  horse  goods.  The  contracting  team- 
sters who  have  some  grievance  with  the 
city  are  also  still  out.  The  average  market 
prices  during  the  month  for  meats  were  as 
follows  :  Pork,  $8.25  to  $8.50  per  100 
pounds  ;  live  hogs,  160  to  230  pounds 
$6.40  per  100  pounds;  125  to  160  pound 
animals  $6.15.  The  choicest  beef  was 
quoted  as  high  as  7  cents  a  pound  by  the 
carcass,  and  the  prices  ranged  down  to  4£ 
cents  ;  lamb,  yearlings,  was  11  cents  to  12 
cents  per  pound;  spring,  $5  to  $6.50  each. 
Veal  was  6  to  9  cents.  Mutton  was  6  to 
7£  cents. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture  is  still  very  quiet,  as  is  also 
lake  fishing. 

In  manufacturing  there  has  been  a  gen- 
eral slight  increase  in  activity.  The  al- 
leged brickmakers'  combine  appears  to  have 
been  broken  by  an  announcement  of  an 
independent  project  for  making  bricks  out 
of  sand.  After  June  bricks,  it  is  said,  will 
be  sold  at  $7  per  thousand;  the  price  now 
is  $9.  A  local  commission  merchant  ship- 
ped a  carload  of  apples,  consisting  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  boxes,  each  apple  care- 
fully wrapped  in  thin  tissue  paper;  they 
were  consigned  to  London,  England. 
Another  shipped  a  car  load  of  general  pur- 
pose horses  to  British  Columbia.  It  is 
stated  officially  that  letters  patent  have 
been  granted  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
joint  stock  company,  under  the  name  of 
Canadian  Canners'  Consolidated  Compan- 
ies, Limited,  with  a  capital  of  two  millison 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  take  over 
the  factories  and  business  of  all  the  leading 
fruit  and  vegetable  packers  in  the  Domin- 
ion. Over  one  million  six  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  of  the  stock  has  already  been 
subscribed,  and  has  been  taken  by  the  lead- 


744 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


April,  1903 


ing  packers  throughout  the  country.       The 
headquarters  will  be  situated  at  Hamilton. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  trades  that  are 
busiest  at  present  are  the  building  trades. 
Apart  from  the  new  factories  and  additions 
to  old  factories,  scores  of  private  dwelling 
houses  are  being  erected.  Bricklayers, 
masons,  painters,  carpenters,  electrical 
workers,  plumbers  and  sheet  metal  workers 
are  all  well  employed.  Structural  iron 
workers  are  also  very  busy  in  connection 
with  the  building  trades,  as  many  of  the 
up-to-date  factories,  stores,  etc.,  are  being 
erected,  all  have  steel  posts  and  girders. 
The  increase  asked  by  the  carpenters  re- 
ported in  a  previous  issue  is  now  under 
consideration  by  a  joint  commission  of 
both  sides.  In  spite  of  the  great  build- 
ing boom  it  has  only  been  necessary  to  im- 
port five  bricklayers  from  outside  points, 
and  they  were  expert  oven  hands  from 
Pittsburg  for  the  new  ovens  at  the  steel 
works. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moudlers  have  asked  for  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent  on  piece  work  and 
from  $2.50  day  work  to  $2.75.  The  mat- 
ter is  now  under  consideration.  Machin- 
ists and  engineers  are  busy  including  sheet 
metal  workers,  horseshoers,  etc.  Two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  employees  at  the  Canada 
Screw  works  have  received  an  increase  of 
from  5  to  12  per  cent.  At  the  gas  works 
the  employees  are  to  get  an  increase  of  10 
per  cent  on  April  1. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades.- — 
Woodworkers  are  very  busy  on  furniture, 
interior  and  general  work.  Piano  workers 
are  also  well  employed.  Pattern  makers, 
coopers  and  carriage  and  wagon  workers 
are  also  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  allied 
printing  trades  are  fairly  busy.  Book- 
binders complain  of  some  civic  work  being 
sent  outside  of  the  city. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  trade  is  at  its 
height  and  all  hands  are  very  busy.  Hat- 
ters who  were  out  on  strike  have  left  the 


city  for  other  situations.  Beady-made 
clothing  has  had  a  very  busy  month  with 
a  tendency  to  slackness  at  the  latter  end. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  trade  and  work 
fairly  good.  It  is  stated  that  ice  cream 
and  refreshment  drinks  will  be  10  cents 
this  summer.  Milk  dealers  are  consider- 
ing the  raise  of  milk  from  12  to  14  cents  per 
gallon,  wholesale,  which  will  mean  four 
cents  per  pint  instead  of  three  cents.  But- 
chers are  fairly  busy.  The  Swift  Pack- 
ing Company  has  granted  a  voluntary  in- 
crease to  its  employees.  About  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  hands  are  affected  and  the 
increases  will  average  about  15  per  cent. 
Cigarmakers  are  very  busy.  The  Tuckett 
Company  has  opened  a  branch  in  London, 
Ont.  The  wages  to  be  paid  in  the  new 
factory  will  be  on  the  same  scale  as  pre- 
vails in  Hamilton,  which  is  understood  to 
be  higher  than  the  London  rate.  Ice  cut- 
ting is  over;  the  crop  is  short  resulting  in 
an  increase  in  price  of  fifty  cents  per  month 
to  private  families  and  a  comparative  in- 
crease all  around. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,     broommakers, 
and  laundry  workers   are  well    employed. 
Another  local  broom  factory  has  adopted 
the  union  label.       One  of  the  local  shirt  j 
factories  is  erecting  a  $7,000    addition   to; 
its  present  factory.     The  new  laundry  re-  j 
cently  completed  is  about  to  be  occupied. 

Transport. — Bailway  men  generally  are 
all  well  employed.  The  opening  up  of 
navigation  will  give  many  steamship  men 
employment.  The  general  agitation  by  the 
teamsters  for  higher  wages  has  resulted  in 
favour  of  the  men.  The  Hendrie — Grand, 
Trunk  Railway  men  have  received  an  in- 
crease. The  Armstrong  T.  H.  &  B.  men  ha 
accepted  an  increase  of  from  thirty-six  to 
thirty-eight  dollars  per  month  until  five 
years  have  been  served  and  then  they  are  to 
receive  forty.  The  Canadian  Transfer 
Company  has  also  granted  an  increase  of 
from  thirty-six  to  forty  dollars  per  month. 
A  general  effort  is  being  made  by  the  rail- 
way teamsters  to  shorten  the  hours  by  re- 
fusing to  accept  freight  for  shipment  the 
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same  day  after  3  p.m.  The  longshoremen's 
union  has  sent  out  the  following  increased 
scale  to  coal  dock  owners  :  Hard  coal 
from  17  cents  to  22  cents  per  ton.  Soft 
coal  from  20  cents  to  25  cents  per  ton,  all 
boats  side  hatcher  5  cents  extra  per  ton. 

The  bartenders  have  presented  a  scale  to 
hotel  owners  as  follows  :  Minimum  wage 
$12  per  week  without  board,  and  $9  with 
board,  to  take  effect  May  1.  The  wages 
are  now  $7  to  $10  per  week,  including  board. 

Unskilled  Labour. — Some  of  the  building 
labourers  are  asking  an  increase  of  from 
16  to  20  cents  an  hour,  which  is  being  fa- 
vourably considered.  About  fifty  men  are 
working  in  the  city  quarry. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Thorold. — The  Federal  Labour  Union 
affiliated  with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour.  It  contains  wage-earners  of  all 
classes.  During  the  month  a  general  in- 
crease in  wages  was  asked  in  mills,  shops, 
&c. ;  in  some  cases,  an  increase  was  granted 
while  in  others  different  arrangements  were 
arrived  at,  but  all  were  settled  amicably. 

Beamsville. — A  by-law  was  caried  to  loan 
$3,000  to  aid  in  establishing  a  lumber  yard 
and  factory. 

Dundas. — The  town  is  enjoying  a  large 
measure  of  prosperity.  The  tool  works, 
machine  shop,  furniture,  axe  and  clothing 
factories  are  all  well  employed  and  good 
wages  are  generally  prevailing.  On  the 
6th  of  April  a  by-law  is  to  be  submitted 
to  the  ratepayers  to  loan  $15,000  without  in- 
terest for  fifteen  years,  to  be  repaid  $1,000 
annually,  to  establish  a  refrigerator  and 
woodworking  factory.  The  company  is  to 
erect  buildings  and  plant  of  not  less  than 
$20,000  in  value  and  to  employ  not  less 
than  twenty-five  males  over  eighteen  years 
of  age  for  eleven  months  of  each  and  every 
year,  the  company's  property  to  be  exempt 
from  taxes  except  for  school  purposes  for 
ten  years. 

Burlington. — A  modern  equipped  canning 
factory  is  about  to  be  erected  in  the  village, 
and  $40,000  is  invested.    The  plant  will  con- 
3  :     .«■;> 


sist  of  several  buildings.  The  main  one 
will  be  fifty  by  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  feet  and  four  stories  in  height.  An 
adjoining  building  will  be  three  stories  in 
height.  In  addition  to  these  buildings, 
there  will  be  detached  boiler  and  engine 
houses,  coal  houses,  women's  dressing 
rooms,  &c. 

St.  Catharines. — Now  that  the  long- 
standing building  trades  strike  is  over,  con- 
ditions are  progressing  here,  business  gene- 
rally being  improved.  During  the  month 
a  Bartenders'  Union  was  formed,  affiliated 
with  the  International  League.  Also  a 
Woodworkers'  Union,  with  international 
affiliation. 

Merritton. — Conditions  here  generally  are 
on  the  mend  since  the  spring  opening.  All 
classes  of  labour  are  well  employed. 

Niagara  Falls. — Carpenters  and  building 
trades  generally  are  enjoying  plenty  of 
work.  Unskilled  labour  is  more  in  demand 
since  the  warmer  weather  has  begun. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  past  month  in  nearly  all 
branches  of  industry  increasing  activity 
has  been  manifested;  greater  activity  than 
during  the  preceding  month  or  the  corres- 
ponding month  of  last  year.  Favourable 
weather  continued,  and  in  the  building 
trades  all  competent  bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons found  ready  employment.  Indications 
point  to  an  exceptionally  busy  season.  In 
the  iron  trades  the  busy  season  commenced 
earlier  than  usual  and  nearly  all  of  the 
factories  have  been  running  thirteen  and 
fourteen  hours  per  day.  In  the  wagon  and 
carriagemaking  trade  overtime  has  also 
been  worked. 

The  United  Brotherhood  of  Carpenters 
and  Joiners  and  the  five  contractors  of  the 
city  have  signed  the  following  agreement 

to  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  May  : 

First.  That  fifty-four  hours  shall  constitute 
a  week's  work  for  carpenters  working  outside, 
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and  fifty-nine  hours  for  factory  work.  Time 
and  one  quarter  shall  be  paid  for  overtime  up 
to  10  p.m.,  and  time  and  one-half  after  10 
o'clock. 

Second.  The  minimum  wage  shall  be  twenty 
cents  per  hour. 

Third.  There  shall  be  a  permanent  committee 
of  three  employers  and  three  employees,  to  be 
known  as  the  conference  committee,  to  whom 
all  matters  of  dispute  shall  be  referred  and  their 
decision  shall  be  final. 

Fourth.  That  the  term  of  service  as  appren- 
tice shall  be  three  years. 

Fifth.  That  the  agreement  in  all  its  several 
clauses  shall  be  in  full  force  for  one  year  from 
May  1,  1903  to  May  1,  1904. 

At  one  of  the  factories  a  number  of 
blacksmiths'  helpers  quit  work  because 
their  request  for  a  raise  in  wages  from  $1.25 
to  $1.^0  per  day  was  not  granted.  Prompt 
action  was  taken  by  the  firm  and  the  diffi- 
culty was  amicably  settled  in  a  few  hours, 
the  men  receiving  the  raise  asked  for. 
Barbers  have  raised  the  price  on  hair  cuts 
from  15  to  20  cents  and  an  additional  five 
cents  for  shaving  necks  on  Saturday  even- 
ings. The  local  barbers'  union  have  de- 
cided not  to  ask  for  an  increase  in  wages 
at  present.  Bakers  have  reduced  the  weight 
of  bread  from  two  pound  loaves  to  one  and 
a  half  pound  loaves,  the  price  remaining 
the  same. 

The  Schultz  Bros.,  contractors  and  build- 
ers, will  enlarge  their  factory  at  once.  A 
box-making  department  will  be  added  and 
new  and  larger  offices  will  be  erected. 

The  clerks  in  the  post  office  have  received 
an  increase  in  wages  which  average  28  per 
cent.  The  Cockshutt  Plow  Company 
have  granted  a  five  per  cent  increase  to 
their  moulders,  and  at  the  Waterous  Engine 
Works  a  similar  increase  was  granted  to 
many  of  the  employees.  Labourers  are 
commanding  the  highest  wages  ever  paid  to 
labourers  in  Brantford,  $1.60  is  paid  to 
many  for  outside  work.  The  Verity  Plow 
Company  has  advanced  the  wages  of  its 
moulders  about  five  per  cent.  Retail  and 
wholesale  merchants  have  experienced  a 
satisfactory  month.  The  Local  Brother- 
hood of  Painters,  Decorators  and  Paper- 
hangers  presented  the  following  schedule  to 
the  master  painters  for  their  approval  and 
signature  to  take  effect  on  March  1 : — 

First.  That  there  be  a  nine  hour  day  con- 
sisting of  hours  between  7  a.m.,  and  5  p.m.' 


Second.  Rate  of  wages  to  be  twenty  cents 
per  hour  for  painters  and  22  cents  per  hour 
for    paperhangers. 

Third.  For  overtime  and  holidays  tlfe  men 
receive  time  and  one-half. 

Fourth.  That  men  working  in  the  country 
have  their  board  and  all  travelling  expenses 
paid,  and  also  time  to  and  from  work. 

The  employers  asked  for  a  re-arrange- 
ment and  desired  the  following  concessions 
added : — 

First.  That  master  painters  be  allowed  to 
arrange  with  men  in  their  employ  as  to  hours 
of  labour. 

Second.  That  non-union  men  be  allowed  to 
work  with  union  men. 

Third.  That  permission  be  granted  employers 
to  pay  non-union  men  whatever  sum  they  might 
be  able  to  engage  them  for. 

Fourth.  That  paperhangers  be  allowed  to 
hire  as  painters  when  the  season  is  over. 

After  receiving  advice  from  headquarters 
the  union  appointed  a  committee  to  meet 
the  master  painters  to  arrange  matters.  As 
a  result  five  of  the  master  painters  signed 
the  original  schedule  and  four  refused, 
whereupon  the  employees  of  the  latter  went 
on  strike.  In  about  a  week  the  matter  was 
settled,  the  agreement  was  signed  and  the 
men  returned  to  work. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Iii  the  rural  districts  spring  work  has 
commenced.  The  demand  for  farm  lab- 
ourers is  growing  more  acute  as  the  fav- 
ourable weather  continues.  Through  the 
Ontario  immigration  office  a  few  men  have 
been  placed  with  farmers  during  the  past 
week.  Wages  of  $180  to  $200  per  year 
with  board  are  offered. 

CONDITION   OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons, 
carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  steady  em- 
ployment. Plasterers  have  had  a  fair 
month.  Painters,  decorators  and  paper- 
hangers,  with  several  exceptions,  have  had 
a  satisfactory  month.  For  plumbers,  gas 
and  steamfitters  all  local  men  have  been 
employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  and  brass  moulders  report 
plenty  of  work.  Overtime  has  been  worked 
by  coremakers.  Machinists  are  working 
overtime.    There  is  a  demand  for  first-cln 
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men.  Metal  polishers,  buffers  and  platers 
and  stove  mounters  have  had  steady  em- 
ployment. For  machinery,  carriage  and 
general  blacksmiths  there  has  been  steady 
employment.  Boilermakers  have  worked 
overtime.  Sheet  metal  workers  and  tin- 
smiths have  all  worked  full  time. 

Woodwor-king  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagonmakers  report  plenty  of 
work.  Large  shipments  have  been  made 
during  the  month.  Patternmakers  and 
millwrights  have  worked  full  time.  Coop- 
ers report  a  fair  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — For  printers 
and  pressmen  trade  has  been  good  and  pros- 
pects are  favourable. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port a  satisfactory  month.  Some  are  work- 
ing overtime. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  all  local  men  em- 
ployed. Butchers  have  had  an  average 
month.  Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers 
have  worked  full  time. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,  steno- 
graphers and  delivery  employees  have  had 
steady  employment.  Hotel  and  restaurant 
employees  and  good  general  servants  for 
private  families  are  in  demand.  Laundry 
workers  have  all  been  fully  engaged. 

Transport. — Freight-handlers  have  been 
busy,  some  working  overtime.  Street  rail- 
way employees  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. Teamsters,  carters  and  draymen 
have  enjoyed  a  busy  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
demand,  steady  employment  and  wages 
ranging  from  $1.25  to  $1.60  per  day  is  of- 
fered. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Faris. — The  pressing  needs  at  the  pre- 
sent time  are  for  more  houses  and  for  more 
labour,  particularly  unskilled.  All  labour 
is  fully  employed  at  the  $10,000  library,  the 
gift  of  Mr.  Carnagie,  which  will  be  erected 
this  summer.  A  $10,000  Y.M.C.A.  build- 
Si 


ing  and  an  electrical  power  station  and  fire 
hall,  to  cost  $17,000,  are  also  to  be.  built. 
The  woollen  mills,  wincey  mills  and  the 
plow  factory  are  running  steadily. 

GITELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

M.  O.  B.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  du- 
ring the  month  was  very  saitsfactory  from 
a  working  man's  standpoint.  The  healthy 
tone  noticed  last  month  was  maintained  and 
there  is  the  same  scarcity  of  men  seeking 
employment.  All  classes  of  workpeople 
have  been  steadily  employed,  and  there  is 
a  tendency  towards  higher  rates  of  wages. 
The  opening  of  the  spring  season  has 
brought  an  improvement  to  retail  business, 
especially  in  the  clothing  trades.  Tenders 
were  asked  during  the  month  for  a  large 
addition  to  the  factory  of  the  Guelph  Car- 
pet Company,  Ltd.,  to  be  used  in  the  manu- 
facture of  tapestries  and  other  lines,  also 
for  the  erection  of  a  factory  for  Centrifu- 
gal Windmill  Co.,  Ltd.,  which  is  a  new  com- 
pany. Additions  are  also  under  way  for  a 
newly-organized  Biscuit  and  Confectionery 
Co.,  with  a  capital  of  $73,000,  which  will 
largely  make  a  newly-patented  brand  of 
biscuit.  Work  on  the  new  tube  mills  is 
being  pushed  ahead.  Contracts  to  the 
amount  of  $40,000  have  been  let  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  government  building. 
Building  operations  have  started  on  the  Car- 
negie library  and  the  Macdonald  buildings 
at  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College.  There 
is  a  decidel  scarcity  of  houses  suitable  for 
workingmen.  Parties  who  recently  got  ten- 
ders for  the  erection  of  a  number  of  such 
houses  have  not  accepted  them,  claiming 
that  at  the  present  rate  of  rentals,  the  high 
price  of  labour  and  material  would  not  yield 
profit.  It  looks  as  if  a  general  advance  in 
rents  would  shortly  take  place.  New  and 
increased  rates  of  wages  have  been  granted 
to  carpenters,  bricklayers,  stonemasons, 
stone-cutters,  upholsterers  and  ingrain  car- 
pet weavers. 
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CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farm  help  is  very  scarce  in  this  locality. 
Large  numbers  of  emigrants  are  being 
brought  from  Germany  to  assist  in  sugar 
beet  cultivation  for  the  factory  at  Berlin. 

Factories  have  run  full  time  during  the 
month  with  full  staff.  An  exception  was 
caused  by  one  large  factory  having  to  shut 
down  a  few  days  while  necessary  repairs 
were  made  to  boilers.  Manufacturers  are 
all  busy  and  hands  are  being  taken  on  in 
some  instances. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  stone- 
masons are  all  employed.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  have  had  a  fair  month.  Painters 
and  paperhangers  have  had  14  men  on  strike 
since  the  2nd  of  March,  owing  to  a  demand 
by  the  men  for  a  new  rate  of  25  cents  an 
hour,  the  agreement  was  signed  by  two  em- 
ployers and  the  men  have  either  all  gone  to 
work  for  these  firms,  or  are  jobbing  on  their 
own  account.  Stonecutters  are  not  very 
busy.  The  building  season  is  opening  out 
early  and  promises  to  be  the  most  active 
one  in  many  years. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  machinists  and  tin- 
smiths have  all  had  steady  employment  du- 
ring the  month.  There  is  a  demand  for 
machinists. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  have  had  a  very  good  month, 
with  the  exception  that  one  firm  closed 
down  for  five  days  for  repairs.  Upholster- 
ers have  had  a  very  busy  month.  A  new 
scale  of  wages  was  agreed  upon  by  which 
an  increase  of  25  per  cent  was  grant- 
ed to  day  workers,  and  12-|  per  cent  in- 
crease to  piece  workers.  There  is  a  slight 
demand  for  men.  Carriage  workers  and 
carriage  trimmers  are  now  in  their  busy 
season,  and  are  fully  employed.  Organ  and 
piano  workers  have  had  a  good  month  and 
there  are  no  idle  men. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  have 
been  very  busy  and  considerable  overtime 
has  been  put  in. 


Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  and 
ladies  skirt  makers  are  very  busy.  The 
opening  of  the  spring  has  brought  a  rush 
of  orders  to  these  trades. 

Textile  trades. — Brussels  carpet  weavers 
and  textile  workers  have  all  had  steady  em- 
ployment during  the  month.  A  new  rate 
granted  the  ingrain  carpet  weavers  du- 
ring the  month  affects  both  day  and  piece 
workers,  and  runs  from  8  to  25  per  cent  in- 
crease; the  recent  extensions  and  the  exten- 
sions under  way  have  made  openings  for 
more  help  in  these  lines. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Hespeler. — Textile  workers  here  to  the 
number  of  about  300  have  been  granted  an 
increase  of  10  per  cent,  and  reduction  in 
hours  of  one  half  hour  per  day.  Trouble 
threatened  for  sometime  owing  to  the  dis- 
charge of  a  number  of  officers  of  the  union, 
and  the  conciliation  officer  of  the  Ontario 
Bureau  of  Labour  was  requested  to  bring 
about  a  settlement.  Although  he  was  un- 
able to  do  so  at  the  time,  this  result  was 
allowed  by  the  firm  voluntarily  granting 
the  increase  mentioned. 

STKATFOKD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  M.  H.  WesthrooTc,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  generally  satisfactory  condition  of 
the  labour  market  reported  for  the  month 
of  February  has  been  well  maintained  dur- 
ing March.  The  fine  weather  prevailing 
throughout  the  month  having  resulted  in 
large  numbers  of  men  being  employed  at 
outdoor  work  fully  a  month  earlier  than 
usual.  The  higher  wages  offered,  especi- 
ally for  unskilled  labour,  have  caused  many 
to  leave  the  various  local  factories,  several 
of  which  are  short  handed.  It  can  be  said 
that  not  a  person  wishing  to  work  here  need 
be  idle  one  day.  Work  on  the  new  biscuit 
factory  has  commenced,  and  a  large  force 
of  masons,  bricklayers,  carpenters  and  help- 
ers are  being  employed.  An  unused  fac- 
tory, which  has  been  vacant  for  a  number 
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of  years,  will  shortly  be  started  up,  manu- 
facturing a  cheaper  grade  of  furniture 
than  is  made  in  the  other  local  factories. 
This  factory  will  give  employment  to  about 
50  hands.  The  building  trades  will  be  ex- 
ceedingly brisk  this  season,'  several  con- 
tracts having  already  been  let.  It  may  be 
said  that  a  house  famine  exists  here,  many 
heads  of  families  having  to  board  not  being 
able  to  obtain  houses.  A  by-law  was  re- 
cently passed  by  the  ratepayers  authorizing 
the  purchase  by  the  city  of  the  water 
works,  which  have  been  previously  operated 
by  a  company.  The  price  paid  was  $97,000. 
The  by-law  also  authorized  the  expendi- 
ture of  $8,000  for  road  improvements.  No 
labour  disputes  have  been  noted  during  the 
month,  though  many  classes  of  labour  are 
agitating  for  higher  wages,  which  it  is 
believed  by  those  interested  will  be  amica- 
bly arranged.  The  Painters  and  House 
Decorators'  Union  have  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining an  agreement  with  the  Master 
Painters,  the  employees  getting  a  minimum 
rate  of  20  cents  per  hour.  Female  labour 
is  very  scarce.  Domestics,  dressmakers  and 
factory  hands  can  secure  employment.  En- 
tailers throughout  the  district  are  looking 
forward  to  an  active  spring  trade,  and  are 
placing  heavy  orders  for  goods. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  of  the  district  report  being- 
satisfied  with  prospects  for  the  coming 
season.  The  fall  wheat  has  wintered  well 
and  with  the  exception  of  the  scarcity  of 
help  everything  points  to  a  prosperous  sea- 
son for  this  important  industry. 

All  factories  continue  to  be  very  busy, 
very  few  not  having  taken  on  hands  dur- 
ing  the   month.      The    Stratford   Woollen 
"Mills    never    were    so    pushed    with    work 
before.      The    Grand    Trunk    shops    have 
started  to   work   on   the   summer  schedule 
of  hours,   starting  at   7   a.m.   and  leaving 
:  at  6  p.m.,  and  leaving  off  at  noon  on  Satur- 
j  days,  making  a  total  of  55  hours  per  week, 
'  being    one    hour    longer    than    during    the 
•  winter,  when  9  hours  a  day  was  the  rule, 
he  Stratford  flour  mills  continue  to  run 


night  and  day  shifts.  The  Kemp  Manure 
Spreader  Co.,  has  now  commenced  shipping 
machines  and  has  sufficient  orders  on  hand 
to  keep  it  busy  for  a  year.  The  Strat- 
ford Clothing  Co.,  is  considering  the  en- 
larging of  its  factory,  and  the  doubling  of 
its  output. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
and  carpenters  are  very  busy.  Lathers  and 
plasterers  report  that  their  business  is  just 
commencing,  with  first-class  prospects  for 
a  good  season.  Painters  and  paperhangers 
have  plenty  to  do  with  a  demand  for  men. 
Plumbers  and  gasfitters  are  very  busy. 
Builders'  labourers  are  in  demand. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  all  working. 
Machinists  continue  to  be  well  employed 
and  some  over-time  is  being  made.  Black- 
smiths have  had  a  good  month's  work. 
Boilermakers  are  all  employed.  Horse- 
shoers   are   exceptionally   busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  employed  in  the  woodworking  and  fur- 
nishing trades  are  very  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
have  all  had  a  good  month's  work.  Book- 
binders have  plenty  of  work  on  hand. 

Clothing  trades. — With  journeymen  tail- 
ors the  spring  trade  is  now  commenced  and 
a  very  busy  season  is  anticipated.  Garment 
workers  are  very  busy  and  working  over- 
time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  their  trade  in  good 
condition.  Butchers  continue  to  do  a  large 
business.     Cigarmakers   are  very  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  having 
done  the  largest  month's  business  for  a 
long  time.  Clerks,  delivery  employees  and 
laundry   workers   keep   exceptioanlly   busy. 

Transport. — All  traffic  men  on  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  have  had  a  good  month, 
with  every  prospect  of  a  continuance  of 
the  same.  The  Railway  Switchmen  have 
petitioned   for  an   increase   of  15   cents   a 


750 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


April,  1903 


day  in  their  wages.    Cabmen  and  draymen 
are  very  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
is  in  great  demand,  wages  are  from  12  cents 
an  hour  and  up.  The  Federal  Labour 
Union,  which  is  comprised  mostly  of  labour 
of  this  class  is  very  active,  as  many  as  25 
new  members   being   added  per   week. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Woodstock. — All  indusry  is  in  a  flourish- 
ing state.  The  Kara  Organ  Co.  has  booked 
an  order  for  a  pipe  organ  for  Toronto,  to 
cost  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars; 

Listowell. — No  unemployed  can  be  found 
here. 

St.  Mary's. — The  Maxwell  Agricultural 
Implement  Works  are  running  night  and 
day,  and  men  are  in  demand.  A  strike  is 
in  progress  among  the  quarry  men  over  the 
dismissal  of  a  popular  foreman.  About  40 
men  are  involved. 

LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Alex.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  prospects  are  for  another  good 
season  in  the  building  trades,  and  already 
all  hands  are  employed,  a  lot  of  jobbing 
work  being  done  and  several  buildings 
being  commmenced.  Ground  is  being 
cleared  for  the  new  armoury,  which  alone 
will  require  a  large  number  of  men  for  its 
construction,  and  1,500,000  bricks.  The 
usual  batch  of  local  improvements,  includ- 
ing cement  sidewalks,  etc.,  have  been  adver- 
tised, and  will  be  commenced  as  soon  as 
the  frost  is  gone.  The  London  Rolling 
Mills  have  commenced  operations.  The 
foundries  and  factories  are  exceptionally 
busy  ;  at  McClary's  the  tin  and  enamel 
shops  that  were  destroyed  by  fire  last  Jan- 
uary have  been  rebuilt,  and  the  hands  em- 
ployed there  are  working  overtime.  Rail- 
road workers  continue  to  find  their  duties 
very  arduous  owing  to  the  rush  of  traffic 
and  the  little  time  allowed  for  rest. 


The  month  of  March  is  the  one  in  which 
labour  unions  generally  revise  their  wage 
scales  for  the  coming  year,  and  this  one 
has  been  no  exception  to  the  rule.  A  larger 
number  of  unions  than  usual  have  presented 
petitions  for  a  raise  of  wages,  rendered 
necessary  by  the  increased  cost  of  living. 

Bricklayers,  carpenters,  painters,  build- 
ers' labourers,  plumbers,  street  railway  em- 
ployees, boiler-makers,  railroad  trackmen, 
the  C.  P.  R.  team  drivers  and  the  city 
policemen  were  also  granted  an  increase, 
and  the  fire  department  gets  an  increase  of 
5  per  cent. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRD3S. 

Owing  to  the  higher  price  of  raw  mater- 
ial the  furniture  manufacturers  have  noti- 
fied the  retailers  that  the  price  of  all  kinds 
of  furniture  had  gone  up  ten  per  cent. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  car- 
penter's are  already  busy,  the  early  spring 
giving  them  a  good  start.  Plasterers  are 
not  doing  much  yet.  All  the  painters  in 
the  city  are  working.  Plumbers  report 
trade  as  good.  Stone-cutters  will  have  a 
busy  summer  on  the  armoury,  there  not  be- 
ing enough  of  them  in  the  city  to  do  the 
job.    Builders'  labourers  are  all  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  ship-building 
trades. — Moulders  and  machinists  are  ex- 
ceptionally busy.  At  Leonard's  engine  and 
boiler  works  a  demand  for  more  wages  is 
being  made  in  these  trades.  Linemen  are 
busy  repairing  and  stringing  new  lines. 
Metal  polishers  and  stove  mounters  are 
very  busy.  A  union  of  boiler-makers'  help- 
ers was  formed  during  the  month,  with 
John  Todd,  136  Mamlon  street,  President, 
and  Frank  Maby,  509  Hill  street,  Secre- 
tary. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  diffei 
ent  branches  of  the  printing  trade  are  not 
as  busy  as  during  the  winter  months.  The 
Advertiser  has  discontinued  the  use  of  the 
union  label.  A.  Talbot  &  Co  and  Lawson  & 
Jones  have  acquired  sites  and  will  build 
up-to-date  job  printing  offices  during  the 
coming  summer. 
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Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  business 
as  improving.  Garment  workers  report 
trade  fair.  The  Helena  Costume  Co.,  man- 
ufacturer^ o£  ladies'  ready-made  garments, 
continues  very  busy,  and  is  working  over- 
time. Boot  and  shoe  workers  are  busier 
than  at  this  time  last  year. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
are  very  busy.  Butchers  and  meat  cutters 
have  formed  a  union,  and  will  elect  offi- 
cers shortly.  The  cigarmaking  business  is 
on  the  boom,  and  a  number  of  good  jobs 
are  open.  Two  new  factories  started  dur- 
the  month  :  the  London  Cigar  Co.,  which 
went  out  of  business  about  a  year  ago,  and 
a  branch  of  Tuckett  &  Sons  from  Hamil- 
ton. The  latter  is  a  union  factory,  and 
is  paying  the  Hamilton  scale  of  wages. 

Miscellaneous. — Broommakers   are  busy. 

The    following    scale    of    prices    has    been 

adopted  by  the  barbers,  and  will  go  into 

force  on  April  1st  : — 

Cents. 

Shave   (as  at  present) 10 

Hair  cutting 25 

Children's   hair   cutting 15 

Whisker    trimming 15 

Hair  cut  and  whisker  trimming 35 

Shampooing  (as  at  present) 25 

Singeing 15 

Sea  foam 15 

Razor  honing 25 

Face  message 15 

LEGAL    DECISIONS    AFFECTING    LABOUR. 

The  London  Tin  Plate  Co.,  a  new  indus- 
try in  this  city,  contracted  with  some  em- 
ployees of  the  Toronto  Tin  Plate  Co.,  to 
work  for  them.  The  Toronto  Co.  secured 
an  injunction  against  the  London  Co.,  re- 
straining them  from  interfering  with  their 
workmen,  and  also  restraining  the  Toronto 
workmen  who  had  not  already  come  from 
leaving  their  employers  in  Toronto. 

i 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

With  the  opening  of  spring  weather,  op- 
'.  portunities  for  employment  are  much  bet- 
ter than  during  the   winter  months.       A 
keen  demand  continues  for  farm  labour  and 


higher  wages  are  offered  for  this  line  of 
work.  Two  new  industries  will  commence 
operations  about  April  1,  the  Sutherland- 
Innes  stove  factory  and  the  Western 
Dairy  and  Produce  Company's  cream- 
ery. The  latter  plant  is  installed  in  the 
buildings  formerly  used  as  a  pork-packing 
house,  the  buildings  are  large  and  have 
been  thoroughly  remodelled.  A  large  cold 
storage  house  forms  an  important  part  of 
the  plant.  Railway  traffic  continues  very 
heavy  in  volume  on  the  trunk  lines.  Retail 
business  is  quite  normal,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  extra  rush  for  millinery  open- 
ings. A  slight  advance  in  wages  has-been 
granted  to  locomotive  engineers  and  fire- 
men of  the  M.  C.  R.  Negotiations  for  a 
substantial  raise  have  resulted  in  a  com- 
promise ;  the  concessions  granted  allows 
pay  for  loss  time  while  laying  in  sidings, 
&c,  subject  to  certain  regulations.  The 
cost  of  living  continues  high  in  many  lines, 
notably  fuel,  potatoes,  butter,  meat  and 
furniture.  The  M.  C.  R.  car  and  locomo- 
tive shops  are  now  working  ten  hours  per 
day  with  a  half  holiday  on  Saturday  after- 
noon, in  place  of  nine  hours  daily. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  industries  in  general  are 
prosperous,  the  only  difficulty  experienced 
is  in  the  getting  of  raw  materials  in  the 
timber  and  iron  line  here.  Lumber  has 
advanced  in  price  and  the  local  supply  is 
getting  scarcer.  Much  activity  prevails 
in  railway  construction.  The  steel  bridge 
over  the  Kettle  Creek  ravine,  on  the  G.T.R. 
air  line  just  outside  the  city,  is  being  re- 
placed by  a  stronger  double  track  bridge, 
and  the  level  raised  four  feet  higher.  All 
the  bridges  on  this  line  are  being  strength- 
ened for  the  introduction  of  the  large  At- 
lantic type  engines  for  the  Wabash  traffic. 

CONDITIONS  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Building  operations  are 
picking  up  ;  some  architects  and  con- 
tractors report  that  at  present  indica- 
tions do  not  point  to  quite  as  busy  a 
summer  as  last  year.  The  Board  of  Edu- 
cation has  decided  to  build  a  new  school 
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at  an  estimated  cost  of  $35,000.  Carpen- 
ters are  fully  employed  at  present,  but  for 
bricklayers  the  season  has  not  yet  opened. 
Painters  and  paperhangers  are  getting  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  and-  machinists  are 
busy  and  in  good  demand. 

Woodiu  or  king  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworking  factory  hands  are  busy  and 
overtime  prevails  in  the  handle-turning 
trade.  A  system  of  dust  collectors  is  being 
installed  in  the  local  turning  factory.  The 
provincial  factory  inspector  suggested  the 
improvement. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  report  having  had  an  exception- 
ally steady  and  busy  winter  with  no  change 
up  to  the  present. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port spring  trade  having  fairly  com- 
menced ;  all  members  of  the  craft  are  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  butchers  report  a  normal 
condition  of  trade.  Cigarmakers  continue 
steadily  employed,  with  no  change. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  work- 
ers are  working  overtime  and  experienced 
hands  in  this  line  are  in  demand. 

Transport. — Railway  traffic  hands  are 
very  busy,  and  in  fact  are  overworked. 
Locomotive  firemen  state  that  the  firing  of 
the  large  type  engines  is  extremely  ar- 
duous. A  number  of  the  new  men  taken 
on  have  quit  on  this  account.  The  con- 
sumption of  coal  is  much  greater  and  more 
knowledge  of  combustion  is  required  on  the 
part  of  firemen.  The  street  railway  em- 
ployees have  petitioned  the  city  council  for 
a  raise  in  wages  from  12£  cents  to  15  cents 
per  hour.  The  council  are  ascertaining 
the  wages  paid  in  other  cities  before  taking 
action  on  the  matter. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Conditions  in  the  labour  market  show 
a   decided   improvement   over   last   month. 


A  number  of  contracts  for  new  buildings 
have  been  let,  and  work  has  already  com- 
menced. The  prospects  indicate  a  busy 
season  with  a  good  demand  for  men  of  all 
crafts,  in  fact  there  are  few  idle  men  here 
at  present.  The  scarcity  of  bricks  has 
caused  a  number  of  bricklayers  to  go  else- 
where to  work  until  a  supply  has  been 
manufactured.  The  exceptionally  fine 
weather  for  the  season  has  induced  con- 
tractors to  commence  work  much  earlier 
than  usual.  The  lumber  yards  and  plan- 
ing mills  report  an  increased  activity  in 
building  material,  with  an  upward  ten- 
dency in  the  prices  of  some  classes  of  lum- 
ber. Navigation  is  expected  to  open  early 
this  spring,  and  work  on  the  steamers  and 
sailing  vessels  is  port  is  being  rushed  to 
be  in  readiness  for  sailing.  The  Blonde 
Lumber  Co.,  has  finished  its  new  plan- 
ing mill  and  a  large  staff  of  hands  are  em- 
ployed. Piggott  &  Sons  have  built  a  large 
addition  to  their  planing  mill,  equipped 
with  the  latest  improved  machinery.  A 
great  deal  of  civic  work  in  the  way  of  pave- 
ment and  side-walks  is  contemplated.  A 
number  of  men  are  being  employed  on  the 
William  street  pavement  which  was  left 
unfinished  last  fall.  The  carpenters  have 
made  a  request  for  25  cents  an  hour  for  a 
10-hour  day.  The  painters  have  notified 
the  bosses  that  they  want  20  cents  an  hour 
for  10  hours.  No  strikes  or  lock-outs  hrve 
taken  place. 

CONDITION   OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  almost  impassable  condition  of  the 
roads  has  prevented  the  movement  of  farm 
products,  and  during  the  last  few  weeks 
there  has  scarcely  been  enough  brought  to 
market  to  supply  the  local  demand. 

Manufacturing  industries  are  fairly  ac- 
tive, especially  in  the  building  material 
trade,  carriage  and  wagon  making,  and 
other  woodworking  industries. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  fairly  well  employed,  the  scarcity 
of  brick  causing  involuntary  idleness  en 
the  part  of  some.     Carpenters  and  joiners 
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are  well  employed,  few  men  being  idle. 
Painters  and  paperhangers  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed; there  are  not  enough  men  in  these 
trades  to  supply  the  demand.  Builders' 
labourers  find  work  a  little  slack  just  now. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  machinists  and  en- 
gineers are  all  busy.  Blacksmiths  and 
horseshoers  have  plenty  of  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  and  coopers 
have  plenty  of  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  have  all  the  work  that  they  can 
do. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  very  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  have  steady  employment. 

Transport. — Railway  men  report  steady 
work. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
is  in  good  demand,  especially  farm  hands. 

I     WINDSOR,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

March  has  been  a  most  satisfactory  month 
for  the  labouring  classes,  and  for  business 
in  general.  The  weather  was  mild,  afford- 
ing an  opportunity  for  contractors  to  start 
work.  Bricklayers  and  masons  are  all 
working,  and  the  building  trade  is  l  tarting 
out  well.  There  are  contracts  let  to  the  ex- 
tent of  over  $80,000  in  the  month  of  March. 
The  Salt  Company  is  making  extensive 
alterations  to  its  plant,  besides  putting  up 
a  $20,000  addition.  The  C.  P.  R.  Co.  is 
clearing  away  a  site  on  the  river  front  for 
a  large  warehouse,  and  will  extend  its  docks. 
Manufacturers  are  running  full  time,  with 
a  full  force  of  men,  and  the  prospects  are 
good  for  a  big  season's  work.  Trade  both 
in  the  wholesale  and  retail  line  has  been 
good,  and  friendly  relations  between  em- 


ployer and  employees  have  continued  up 
to  the  present.  A  possible  exception  is  in 
the  case  of  the  carpenters  and  machine  men, 
who  submitted  the  same  scale  to  their 
bosses  this  year  as  they  did  last.  This 
was  as  follows  : — (1)  Nine  hours  to  con- 
stitute a  day's  work,  (2)  the  rate  of  wages 
to  be  25  cents  per  hour,  (3)  none  to  be  em- 
ployed but  union  men.  All  the  contractors 
have  signed  this  but  one.  The  three  plan- 
ing mills  have  also  refused  to  sign  it. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  finding  good  markets  for 
their  produce  at  good  prices,  and  the 
chances  are  that  the  prices  will  remain 
good,  as  there  is  a  large  demand  for  farm 
produce  of  all  kinds. 

The  street  railway  company  has  fifty 
men  finishing  the  line  to  Amherstburg. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  carpen- 
ters and  plasterers  are  all  busy  and  have 
plenty  of  work  ahead.  Painters  and  paper- 
hangers  are  rushed  with  work,  as  the  peo- 
ple want  to  get  their  places  ready  before 
the  first  of  the  month,  as  there  will  be  a 
raise  in  prices  after  that  date.  Plumbers 
and  steamfitters  are  all  working  ^"ull  time. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Electrical  workers  and  linemen  are 
busy  preparing  the  new  line  to  Amherst- 
burg. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port plenty  of  work,  and  some  of  them  are 
working  overtime. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  trade  a 
good  deal  better  this  month  on  account  of 
the  good  weather  which  is  opening  up  the 
spring  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  steady  trade. 
Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  are  all 
busy.  Both  cigar  factories  hare  adopted 
the  table  and  it  has  increased  their  business 
over  10  per  cent. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  trade-  in 
good  condition. 
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Transport. — Railway  employees  have  all 
the  work  they  want  just  at  present  and  most 
of  them  are  working  overtime.  Owing  to 
navigation  being  opened  on  the  river  the 
steamboatmen  are  all  working.  The  board 
of  Works  has  all  the  teams  and  unskilled 
labour  procurable  at  present  cleaning  up 
the  streets. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Sandwich  reports  a  building  boom  this 
spring.  There  are  eight  houses  under 
way,  costing  from  $1,200  to  $10,000.  The 
Saginaw  Lumber  Company  is  building  a 
large  boarding  house  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  its  men,  and  the  company  is  also 
getting  its  mill  ready  to  start  about  the 
middle  of  the  month. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRCT. 

Mr.  Appleton,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  been  exception- 
ally quiet  during  this  month  since  the 
period  lies  between  the  two  seasons,  viz., 
the  closing  of  winter  operations  in  the 
woods  and  the  opening  of  spring  work. 
Large  numbers  of  men  are  coming  in 
from  the  woods  every  day,  and  are  filling 
the  city  hotels  and  boarding  houses  to  over- 
flowing. Sleeping  accommodation  is  at  a 
premium,  and  board  is  up.  Large  numbers 
of  immigrants  have  been  arriving  in  the 
city  all  through  the  month,  and  although 
the  Immigration  Department  has  found 
employment  for  a  great  many  of  them,  yet 
there  are  numbers  who  feel  considerably 
discouraged  because  of  the  difficulty  they 
have  in  finding  work;  as  they  are  not  over- 
supplied  with  money  they  feel  not  a  little 
anxious.  When  spring  opens,  however,  work 
will  be  very  plentiful  and,  despite  the  im- 
migration, there  will  be  a  shortage  of  men. 
Building  operations  will  be  very  extensive; 
the  permits  issued  so  far  are  five  times  in 
excess  of  what  they  were  at  this  time  last 
year.  There  is  a  manifest  effort  on  the  paht 
of  those  who  supply  building  material  to 


unite  to  advance  prices,  but  the  City  Coun- 
cil is  trying  if  possible  to  prevent  this.  The 
public  feels  that  it  would  be  unfortunate 
should  any  such  combine  succeed,  as  it 
would  certainly  retard  the  growth  of  the 
city,  and  entail  great  hardship  on  the  in- 
coming settlers  who  have  to  build. 

The  banks  report  business  active  dur- 
ing the  month,  the  cause  being  the  ex* 
change  of  foreign  coin  and  the  demand  for 
money  to  pay  instalments  on  land  purchas- 
ed. The  railway  companies  are  fully  em- 
ployed in  the  transportation  of  settlers'  ef- 
fects. The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
find  difficulty,  however,  in  supplying  cars, 
as,  owing  to  the  strike  of  the  U.  B.  R.  E., 
they  are  receiving  more  freight  than  they 
are  discharging,  and  numbers  of  cars  re- 
main unloaded. 

Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
due  to  the  high  rents,  dear  fuel  and  the  ad- 
vanced prices  of  foodstuffs,  there  has  been 
a  general  demand  from  wage-earners  for; 
an  increase  of  pay.  The  employers  have 
to  a  certain  extent  met  this  demand. 

The  United  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Em- 
ployees have  gone  out  on  strike  in  sympathy 
with  the  organization  at  Vancouver.  The 
union  gives  as  the  reason  for  going  out, 
that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany discharged  a  member  for  what  they 
consider  insufficient  cause.  The  demand 
is  for  the  reinstatement  of  the  man  dis- 
charged and  the  the  recognition  of  the 
union. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

A  company  called  "  The  Winnipeg  Gen- 
eral Power  Company "  is  building  an  el- 
ectrical plant  on  the  Winnipeg  river,  aboir 
sixty  miles  east  of  the  city.  It  is  the  com- 
pany's intention  to  supply  power  to  oper 
ate  the  electric  cars  and  possibly  for  oth 
purposes  to  the  city.  The  company  has  a' 
present  about  seventy  men  engaged  clearing 
ground  and  building  houses. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building    trades. — Bricklayers,    mason; 
and  stonecutters  have  been  promised  an  ad 
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vance  of  wages  from  52£  cents  per  hour  to     general  condition  of  the  labour  market. 
55  cents  an  hour,  for  a  53  hour  week.   This 


There  has  been  little  change  in  the  labour 
market  since  last  month.  With  the  near 
approach  of  spring  there  are  indications 
of  a  prosperous  season  for  all  industries. 


advance  has  been  accepted  by  these  trades. 
Lathers  and  plasterers  are  making  a  de- 
mand for  45  cents  per  hour,  which  is  an 

advance  of  2£   cents    per    hour   over  last 

,                    r*                        ,    .  .  Judging   trom    the   plans    projected    there 

years  wages.     Carpenters  and  joiners  are  .,,    ,             ,                    ,           m     ,    «... 

,  .  Ark  1  ,  ,i  .  •  will  be  a  large  number  01  buildings 
asking  40  cents  per  hour  to   be  the  mini- 

j  j.                 ...         -  ,1                 ,  erected    and    many    improvements    made 

mum,  and  ior  recognition  of  the  union  by  .  .              .                           mi        1           1     /• 

,1             ,      ,    .,,            ox           -4.1,       j  this    coming    season.       lhe    demand    for 

the  master   builders.      feo  iar  neither  de-  -,     ,,.         ,                         -,        ,            „ 

j  !       ,                     ,     -0  .11      ,  1  r  dwelling     houses     exceeds    that     of     any 

mand  has  been  granted.     Builders   labour-  .                                                                    " 

j           1.       oe                   ,  previous    year,    due    to    the    number    01 

ers  are  demanding  25  cents  per  hour.  .               .          .             ,          .              „, 

people     coming     into     the     city.  lhe 

Printing  and  allied  trades.— -The  Typo-  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co.  also  intends 

graphical  Union  is  asking  a  reduction  of  to  carry  out  considerable  improvements  in 

the  hours  of  labour.  ihis  city  as  soon  as  the  weatner  will  permit. 

Clothing   trades. — Garment  workers,  and  A  new  overhead  bridge  will  be  built  for 

boot  and  shoe  workers  are  reported  as  be-  the    accommodation     of    traffic     over     the 

ing  fully  employed.  tracks  ;    and  an  extension  will  be  made  to 

Food   and    tobacco   preparation.— Owing  tne  station.     A  new  freight-house,  and   a 

to  the  rapid  increase  of  population,  there  modern  locomotive  workshop   will   also   be 

is  a  strong  demand  for  breadstuffs,  and  all  erected.     In  the  outlaying  districts  as  well 

catering  trades  are  busy.    Cigarmakers  and  tne  prospects  are  very  satisfactory  for  all 

tobacco  workers  are  putting  in  full  time,  enS^ged  in  the  building  trade.    Several  fac- 

working  largely  piece-work.    Cigarmakers  tories  nave   aSain  commenced  work  after 

are  paid  from  $7  to  $14  per  thousand,  ac-  navmg  closed  down  in  the  beginning  of  the 

cording  to  size  of  cigar.  Fear  for  necessary  repairs.     Much  activity 

Leather  trades. -Leather  workers  are  in  is  nf  iden(;ed    in    the    planing   m}lh>    saw" 

demand  and  good  wages    are    offered  for  mills  and  Wer  *wme  factory>  a11  of  whlch 

skilled  hands.  are   workinS  #  ful1 .  time.      Activity   in    all 

,_.      77                                                          ■  commercial  lines  is  also  evidenced  in  this 

Miscellaneous. — lnere  is  a  great  demand  ••          on.    t>       j       a     j  tt             i 

,        .       .                            ,  *        ,.       ,  city-       lhe  Brandon  Seed  House  sales  are 

irom  hotel,  restaurant  and  boarding  house  j«  1/1    .0,          j?  -1    *             x  -i/l*    *•          r\ 

,                  '       ,         _.       ,    ,    ,           ,    ,  double  those  of  last  year  at  this  time.    One 

keepers  for  male  and  female  help,  and  the  <•     .             £         -     t*.      t    -      i 

.                   .                              *'  manufacturer   01    agricultural   implements 

y            q        '  at   Lindsay,    Ontario,   sent   into   this   pro- 
The  steam  laundries  of  the  city  report  vince   seventeen    car   loads    of    goods    test 
great  activity  ;  they  receive  their  patron-  week>  which  have  been  distributed  through- 
age  from  hotels,  private  houses,  etc.,  and  Qut  ^  ^.^    There  ig  some  falHng  off 

Onmese  laundries  are  largely  supported  by  .                        L.                           ,,  .       .,      . 

.                       ,  .                 mi      1  L.  in  transportation  service  m  this  city,  but 

transient  workmgmen.     The  latter  are  re-  «*     . 

ported  as  being  on  the  decrease,  rather  than  Passen?er  traffic  1S  ™*?  h™^-    Wholesale 

gaining  ground.                                                '  anc*    retail    merchants    report    trade    very 

Unskilled  labour.-This  kind  of  labour  g0od'  and  anticiPate  a  YeT*  brisk  trade 
has  not  been  in  much  demand  this  month  ;  when  sPring  °^ens*  There  has  been  E0 
hundreds  are  waiting  for  the  opening  of  change  in  rates  of  wages.  The  local  stone- 
spring  work,  when  it  is  expected  that  there  cutters  are  asking  an  increase  in  wages, 
will  be  more  work  than  workers.  The   Canadian   Pacific   Railway   trainmen 

are  also  demanding  an  increase  on  present 

BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT.  rates>  and  their  case  has  been  laid  before 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  re-  the  officials  at  Winnipeg.  There  is  no  im- 
ports as  follows  : —  rest  in  the  labour  market. 
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CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  exceptionally  fine  weather  brings 
prospects  of  an  early  spring  and  farmers 
throughout  the  district  are  making  pre- 
parations for  putting  in  a  large  amount  of 
grain.  A  considerable  amount  of  plough- 
ing will  have  to  be  done  in  all  parts  of  the 
district,  although  a  large  acreage  was  turn- 
ed over  last  fall.  Considerable  farm  pro- 
perty has  changed  hands  during  the  past 
winter.  Settlers  coming  in  with  means 
prefer  to  buy  improved  lands  in  settled 
districts.  There  is  very  little  movement  of 
wheat  at  present,  all  the  elevators  in  the 
city  and  district  being  full.  The  mills  are 
running  night  and  day  and  their  elevators 
are  the  only  ones  receiving  any  grain. 
There  will  be  about  eighteen  million  bush- 
els of  grain  in  the  province  and  territories 
to  be  shipped  when  navigation  opens.  The 
balance  will  be  used  for  seeding  and  mill- 
ing purposes. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — There  is  no  employ- 
ment for  stonemasons  or  bricklayers  as 
yet.  Several  carpenters  and  joiners  are 
working  throughout  the  city.  Lathers  and 
plasterers  are  idle.  Plumbers  report  trade 
good.  Steamfitters  are  fully  employed. 
Stonecutters  are  busy.  Builders'  labourers 
are  idle. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  are  busy.  Linemen  re- 
port trade  good.  With  blacksmiths  trade 
is  somewhat  slack.  Boilermakers  are  fully 
employed,  and  there  are  a  few  openings  for 
first-class  boilermakers  at  high  wages. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  busy.  Butchers  and 
meat-cutters  find  work  a  little  slack.  Ice- 
cutters  and  drivers  are  busy  harvesting 
the  season's  crop. 

Miscellaneous. — With  barbers  trade  is 
good,  and  clerks  and  stenographers  are  fully 
employed. 


Transportation. — Railway  employees  are 
fairly  busy,  with  all  freight-handlers  in 
this  city  at  work. 

Unskilled  labour. — Considerable  unskilled 
labour  has  come  into  this  city,  and  has 
made  agreements  with  farmers  throughout 
the  district. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

A  company  of  American  capitalists  has 
acquired  the  Eureka  coal  mine  property  of 
Estevan.  The  company  has  also  purchased 
valuable  clay  deposits  and  will  engage  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  and  pottery.  An 
extensive   plant    has    been    purchased    and . 


will  be  put  into  operation  at  once.  Great 
numbers  of  settlers  are  coming  into  the 
territories  and  province  from  the  American 
side,  and  from  eastern  Canada. 

CALGARY,  N.W.T.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Miliken,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARlvET. 

The    labour    market    shows    very    little 
change  since  last  month,  excepting  in  the 
building    trades    which    have    been    quiet, 
owing  to  adverse  weather,  and  in  railway 
circles,  eighteen  office  clerks  and  freight-! 
handlers,   members    of   the   U.B.    of   R.E., 
being  out  on  strike.    The  men  were  ordered 
out  on  March  9,  the  cause  of  the  trouble 
being  the  non-recognition  of  the  union  by 
the   company.     Business    is   brisk   for  the 
season  of  the  year,  and  all  lines  look  for- 
ward to  a  largely  increased  volume  of  trade. 
Many    settlers    are    now    coming    in,    and 
hotels  are  taxed  to  their  utmost  to  accom- 
modate the  trancient  trade.    Several  build- 
ings are  under  construction  and  many  mere 
will  be  started  as  soon  as  the  weather  per- 
mits ;   in   some  rural   districts   there   is  a 
scarcity  of  lumber  which  is  delaying  work 
some.     There  is  a  general  activity  prevail- 
ing  throughout  the   Territory,   everywhere 
new   buildings   are  seen   in   the   course 
erection,  and  trains  are  filled  with  settler? 
and  everything   indicates   that   the  presen 
year  will  be  the  best  Alberta  has  yet  known 
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The  Great  West  Saddlery  Company  intend 
largely  increasing  its  plant,  and  will  give 
employment  to  several  new  hands.  A  by- 
law to  compel  merchants  to  close  at  6 
p.m.  was  defeated  by  the  City  Council  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Considerable  agitation  is  going  on  re- 
garding the  •  Lumber  Dealers'  Association/ 
which,  it  is  claimed,  is  keeping  back  build- 
ing operations  owing  to  the  high  price  at 
which  lumber  is  held,  a  raise  having  been 
made  notwithstanding  a  lowering  of  freight 
rates.  It  is  also  claimed  that  the  associa- 
tion hinders  business  by  refusing  to  allow 
other  than  members  to  handle  lumber,  this 
action  cutting  off  all  competition. 

CONDITION    OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Ranchers  have  had  a  very  successful 
winter,  the  percentage  of  losses  being  quite 
low.  Much  feeding  has  been  done  the  past 
month  owing  to  stormy  and  cold  weather, 

but  cattle  are  generally  looking  well  for 
the  season  of  the  year. 

Lumbering  is  still  very  active  and  every 
available  means  are  being  put  forth  by  the 
different  firms  to  ensure  a  supply  sufficient 
to  meet  the  large  demand  of  the  corning 
season. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  had  a  broken  month.  The  Carpenters' 
Union  has  made  an  agreement  with  the 
contractors  for  the  coming  season  on  the 
same  wage  basis  as  last  year,  viz.,  $2.50  per 
day  of  nine  hours,  the  main  difference 
being  in  the  cutting  off  of  improvers. 

Leather  trades. — The  leather  trades  are 
still  very  active  and  all  men  are  employed. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  good  supply 
of  unskilled  labour  in  the  city,  every  train 
brings  in  settlers,  many  of  whom  are  look- 
ing for  work,  thus  over-crowding  the  mar- 
ket for  this  class  of  labour. 


ROSSLAND,  B.C.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  R.  A.  Laird,  Correspondent/  reports 
las  follows : — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  troubles  have  been  a  serious  fac- 
tor in  the  general  labour  market  in  the 
Rossland  and  Kootenay-Boundary  districts 
during  March.  Two  conflicts  between  em- 
ployers and  employees  have  been  in  pro- 
gress, and  both  have  been  felt  throughout 
the  country. 

The  United  Brotherhood  of  Railroad  Em- 
ployees has  branches  throughout  the  Koo- 
tenays  and  Boundary  district,  and  the  men 
in  these  sections  were  called  out  a  few  days 
after  the  deadlock  developed  at  Vancouver. 
The  centre  of  the  trouble  in  this  division 
is  at  Nelson  where  almost  half  of  the  forty 
men  affected  resided.  Rossland  had  three 
men  affiliated  with  the  U.B.R.E.,  Trail  one, 
Robson  four,  Eholt  one  or  two,  and  at 
minor  points  freight  clerks  and  others  en- 
gaged in  the  handling  of  freight  went  out 
in  response  to  the  call  of  the  Brotherhood. 
At  Nelson  some  effort  was  made  to  replace 
the  strikers  by  drafting  men  from  other 
departments.  At  Rossland  and  other  points 
no  attempt  has  been  made  to  fill  the  places 
of  the  men  on  strike.  Merchants  have 
been  inconvenienced  to  some  slight  extent 
by  the  non-arrival  of  freight,  but  compara- 
tively little  interest  is,  on  the  whole,  mani- 
fested in  the  struggle. 

The  continuance,  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  month,  of  the  strike  at  the  Crows  Nest 
colleries  produced  a  serious  effect  on  the 
mining  and  smelting  industry.  At  Trail 
the  cessation  of  coke  shipments  from  Fer- 
nie  led  to  the  shutting  down  of  the  Cana- 
dian Smelting  Works,  where  about  250  men 
were  employed  prior  to  the  trouble.  Only 
35  were  retained,  these  being  employed 
about  the  roast  heaps,  etc.  The  cessation 
at  Trail  reduced  ore  shipments  from  Ross- 
land, and  about  fifty  miners  were  thrown 
out  of  work  as  the  result.  Similar  condi- 
tions developed  at  the  Le  Roi  smelter,  lo- 
cated a  few  miles  south  of  the  international 
boundary  line.  The  indirect  result  was  to 
curtail  shipments  from  the  Le  Roi  mine, 
with  a  consequent  slight  reduction  in  work- 
ing  forces.     With   the   settlement   of   the 
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strike,  however,  these  conditions  were  placed 
in  the  way  of  speedy  alleviation. 

The  advent  of  spring  weather,  accom- 
panied by  a  resumption  of  fuel  shipments, 
will  probably  witness  marked  activity  in 
the  Kootenays  and  Boundary.  The  advan- 
ces in  the  metal  market  have  been  espec- 
ially remarkable,  copper  rising  from  11| 
cents  per  pound  on  January  1  to  14£  cents, 
and  lead  about  $13  per  ton  in  the  same 
period.  The  result  is  that  the  value  of 
every  ton  of  lead  or  copper  ore  mined  in 
the  country  is  largely  enhanced  in  value 
to  the  producer,  and  mine  owners  will  be 
anxious  to  place  their  properties  on  an 
operating  basis  as  quickly  as  possible. 
Weather  conditions  will  postpone  a  general 
resumption  of  activity  for  a  few  weeks. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DIS- 

TBICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION    OF   THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  employment  of  labour  during  the 
past  month  has  been  satisfactory.  Some 
few  bricklayers  and  masons  are  idle  owing 
ot  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  for  a 
few  days  a  demand  existed  for  machinists, 
millwrights  and  labourers.  The  scheme  for 
the  centralization  of  cannery  plants  is  now 
being  adopted  by  the  British  Columbia 
Packers'  Association,  and  will  result  in 
many  changes  among  the  canneries  on  the 
Fraser  River.  The  result  will  be  increased 
facilities  for  handling  the  packing  opera- 
tions, and  a  consequent  decrease  in  the  cost 
of  the  same.  A  number  of  canneries  that 
are  in  close  proximity  to  each  other  will 
be  under  one  management,  and  the  instal- 
lation of  more  powerful  machinery  will  re- 
duce the  cost  of  production.  The  altera- 
tions are  now  well  under  way  and  a  large 
number  of  men  are  employed.  On  March 
10th  an  agreement  between  the  canners  and 
the  Fishermen's  Union  was  signed  which 
fixes  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  salmon  during 
the  coming  season,  up  to  and  including 
April  11th,  as  follows  — 


Red  spring  salmon,  per  pound 7  cents.  ; 

White  spring  salmon,  per  pound 4      " 

Steel  heads,  per  pound 4      " 

From   April   11th   up   to   and   including! 
May  10th,  prices  will  be  as  follows  : — 

Red    spring    salmon,  per  pound 5  cents. 

White  spring  salmon,  per  pound..   ....  2^    " 

After  May  10th  :— 

Red  spring  salmon,    per  pound 4  cents.  J 

White  spring  salmon,  per  pound 25      " 

The  agreement  contains   a  provision  to 
the  effect,  that  no  reduction  shall  be  made 
on  account  of  the  collection  and  transport-  II 
ation  of  the  fish.     No  arrangements  have: 
as  yet  been  made  regarding  prices  of  suck-lj 
eye  salmon. 

The  current  prices  of  meats  and  produce, 
at  the  city  market  at  the  close  of  the  month 
were  as  follows  : — Beef,  8  cents  per  lb.  peril 
side  ;  veal,  7  to  10  cents  per  lb.  ;  pork,  7  toll 
8  cents  per  lb.;  butter,  25  to  30  cents  per 
lb.  ;  eggs,  25  cents  per  dozen,  wholesale  20 
cents  ;  potatoes,  50  cents  per  sack  ;  onions^ 
$1.10  per   sack  ;   turnips    and   carrots,   60 
cents  per  sack  ;  fish,  cod,  black,  8  cents  per) 
lb. ;   ling,   8   cents  per  lb. ;   salmon,  steel-l 
head,  10  cents  per  lb.  ;  halibut,  8  cents  pen 
lb.;   herring,   5   cents  per  lb.;   trout,   12£ 
cents  per  lb.  ;  wild  geese,  $1  each  ;  ducks.; 
50   cents  per   brace  ;    apples,    90    cents   td 
$1.25  per  box. 

The  clerks  in  the  local  offices  and  freighl 
sheds  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company  went  out  on  strike  on  March  3rd  3 
they  ask  that  their  union  be  recognized. 


CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  lumber  camps  are  busy  with  de- 
mands for  help.  The  mills  are  running 
full  time  with  orders  ahead.  The  companj 
which  has  secured  the  Ross-McLaren  mill, 
that  has  been  idle  for  about  ten  years,  in 
tends  at  once  to  commence  repairs  with  the 
intention  of  starting  the  mill  cutting  a 
an  early  date.  The  mill  will  give  employ 
ment  to  400  men  steadily.  The  plant  wil 
be  run  night  and  day. 


CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Bidding  trades. — Bricklayers  and  mason 
were  idle  part  of  the  month  owing  to  incle 


April,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


759 


ment  weather.  Carpenters  and  joiners  have 
had  steady  employment,  a  number  of  small 
residences  being  put  up.  Plasterers  are  all 
employed,  with  prospects  for  a  busy  sea- 
son. Among  painters  the  spring  work  is 
commencing  with  a  brisk  season  ahead. 
Plumbers  are  busy  and  are  all  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  a  busy  month. 
Machinists  and  engineers  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed, with  a  demand  for  additional  help. 
Electrical  workers  and  linemen  report 
work  steady.  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  re- 
port work  good,  a  large  number  of  new 
scows  being  built,  and  a  large  amount  of  re- 
pair work  being  carried  out.  Among  car 
builders  work  has  been  good  during  the 
month  completing  the  first  cars  for  the 
Tramway  Company.  It  is  expected  that 
the  number  of  men  employed  will  be  in- 
creased as  soon  as-  the  company  gets  its 
plant  in  proper  working  order. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port a  very  busy  month,  several  members  of 
the  craft  working  overtime  to  keep  up  with 
orders. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  work  quiet.  One  reason  for 
this  is  the  shortage  of  raw  material,  owing 
to  strike  on  the  C.  P.  Ry. 

Transport. — A  demand  for  men  has  been 
made  during  the  strike  of  freight-handlers, 
deck  hands,  etc.,  with  poor  results,  all  the 
men  available  refusing  the  offer.  On  the 
river  boat  work  is  plentiful,  a  large  amount 
of  product  being  shipped. 

Unskilled  labour. — A  demand  exists  for 
this  class  of  labour  to  work  on  farms  and 
on  railway  construction. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Alder grove.— A  new  company,  named 
"The  Aldergrove  Shingle  Mill  Co.,"  has 
been  formed  and  has  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  a  mill  to  cut  100,000  shingles  per 
day  and  to  cost  $10,000.  The  company  has 
secured  800  acres  of  cedar  land  and  is  get- 
ting off  the  timber  for  shingle  purposes. 


Cloverdale. — Good  progress  is  being  made 
on  the  construction  of  the  branch  line  of 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  from  this  point 
to  Ladner.  The  contract  has  been  let  for  a 
floating  dock  at  the  latter  port  to  load  and 
unload  to  and  from  the  ferry  to  the  cars 
in  transport. 

Chilliwaclc. — The  past  month  has  wit- 
nessed the  completion  of  the  dyking  con- 
tract. This  work  has  been  in  operation  for 
three  years  and  the  cost  was  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  $250,000.  This  amount  will 
have  to  be  paid  eventually  by  the  farmers 
for  whom  the  money  was  borrowed  at  a 
low  rate  of  interest  by  the  provincial  gov- 
ernment. Some  of  the  most  fertile  land  of 
the  valley  lie  inside  the  dykes,  and  the  great 
rise  in  their  market  values  is  manifested 
by  the  fact  that  all  the  farms  that  have 
recently  changed  hands  lie  within  the  dyke. 

VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Geo.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  whole  of  March  Vancouver 
has  been  suffering  from  a  serious  strike. 
The  effect  on  business  has  been  felt  keen- 
ly. Tne  teamsters  in  sympathy  with  the 
strike  on  the  C.P.R.  have  refused  to  handle 
C.P.R.  freight,  and  as  nine-tenths  of  the 
freight  coming  into  this  city  is  landed  at 
the  company's  docks  and  sheds,  it  will  be 
readily  understood  how  disastrous  this  is  to 
the  commercial  interests  of  the  city.  Opera- 
tions in  the  building  trades  continue  brisk, 
however,  and  the  demand  for  carpenters 
still  exceeds  the  supply.  Contractors  are 
endeavouring  to  get  all  the  work  done  as 
far  as  possible  on  the  old  scale,  as  a  new 
one  is  in  contemplation.  Some  delay  has 
been  caused  to  the  masons  by  the  teamsters' 
strike,  but  they  are  doing  their  best  to 
overcome  the  difficulty.  Newcomers  to  the 
city  on  applying  at  buildings  for  work  are 
asked  by  the  contractor  or  his  foreman  if 
they  have  their  union  cards.  On  and  after 
April  1st  the  eight-hour  day  will  go  into 
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effect  in  all  branches  of  the  bnilding  trades. 
Conditions  in  the  coal  trade  are  unchanged. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  conference  projected  between  the 
Canners'  Association  and  the  white  and 
Japanese  fishermen  in  regard  to  the  price 
of  fish  for  the  coming  season  has  not  yet 
materialized.  This  meeting  is  highly  de- 
sirable, as  on  its  results  depend  the  success 
of  the  coming  catch. 

The  demand  for  logs  continues  good  and 
loggers  are  in  demand. 

The  clerks  on  the  0.  P.  E.  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Employees  are  on  strike.  The  freight- 
handlers,  teamsters,  longshoremen  and 
steamshipmen  and  messenger  boys  are  out 
in  sympathy,  paralyzing  business  opera- 
tions. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Lathers  report  work 
good,  with  hours  unlimited,  as  everything 
is  done  by  the  piece  system.  The  boss 
plasterers  have  signed  the  schedule  of  the 
labourers.  The  spring  work  has  started 
with  painters,  and  the  journeymen  are 
busy  again.  With  stonecutters  work  is 
only  fair,  though  the  season  is  promising. 
Builders'  labourers  report  all  union  la- 
bourers at  work  with  prospects  good. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  work  good, 
and  a  slight  demand  for  men.  The  sup- 
ply of  electrical  workers  exceeds  the  de- 
mand. Shingle  weavers  report  work  good, 
but  the  business  is  overrun  with  Chinese 
and  Japanese,  consequently  the  wages  paid 
white  men  are  below  the  average. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — With  print- 
ers work  has  been  good  in  job  offices.  No 
demand  for  men  in  the  newspaper  offices. 

Clothing  trades. — Tailors  report  work 
dull. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparations. — Bakers 
report  plenty  of  business,  but  no  demand 
for  men.  Butchers  report  trade  station- 
ary so  far  as  demand  for  men  goes.    Price 


of  meats  are  :  beef,  hindquarters,  8  and  9 
cents  a  pound,  forequarters,  7  cents  ;  mut- 
ton, whole,  10  to  11  cents;  pork,  whole,  8 
to  9  cents;  veal,  small,  10£  to  11  cents, 
large,  7  to  8  cents.  Cigarmakers  report 
no  demand  for  men.  Local  made  cigars 
retail  at  two  cigars  for  25  cents. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  no  de- 
mand for  men.  Clerks  are  idle;  young 
men  get  anywhere  from  $5  to  $10  per  week. 
Board  and  lodgings  cost  $5.  In  the  hotels, 
good  dining-room  girls  are  in  demand,  but 
Chinese  and  Japanese  do  all  the  domestic 
work. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,   re 
ports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL   CONDITION   OF   THE   LABOUR   MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  is 
fairly   satisfactory,    and   shows    a   marked! 
improvement  over  last  month.     The  sea-! 
son's  building  operations  have  commenced 
and  carpenters  and  bricklayers  are  now  well 
employed.     There   are   comparatively   few! 
mechanics  out  of  employment  in  any  parJ 
ticular  line  of  industry,  with  the  exceptioi: 
of  plumbers  and  stonecutters.     There  is  nc 
demand  for  unskilled  labour,  and  the  per- 
centage of  unemployed  is  very  large.    Un- 
usual  activity  prevailed   in  the  shipyard? 
during  the  first  half  of  the  month  causec 
by  rush  of  orders  for  repairs.    Blacksmiths 


secured  a  reduction  in  hours  without  re 


duction  in  pay.  Unions  in  other  lines  ol 
industry  are  preparing  to  make  similar  de- 
mands. The  trouble  between  the  Canadiar 
Pacific  Railway  Company  and  the  Unitec 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees  ex 
tended  to  this  city  on  March  18,  when 
the  local  branch  of  the  British  Columbia 
Steamshipmen's  Society  became  involved 
and  100  men  working  as  firemen,  oilers  anc 
deck-hands  on  the  vessels  of  the  Canadiai 
Pacific  Navigation  Co.,  Ltd.,  quit  work." 


*  A  full  reference  to  this  dispute  is  containe 
in  a  special  article  dealing  with  the  strike  o 
U.B.R.E.,   on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway    ir 
the  present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
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condition   of   looal  industries.  port  fair    employment.      Blacksmiths    are 

The  largest  and  most  representative  con-  busF-     Tne  new  schedule  of  wages  adopted 

vention  ever  held  in  this  province  was  that  °y  tne  Blacksmiths'  Union  took  effect  in 

of  the  Provincial  Mining  Association   of  the  machine  shops  and  shipyards  on  March 

British  Columbia,  which  convened  in  this  %  and  was  accepted  by  all  employers.     It 


city  from  February  25  to  March  2.  Two 
hundred  and  sixty-five  accredited  dele- 
gates were  present,,  representing  every  sec- 
tion of  the  province.  The  objects  of  the 
association  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution 
are  to  protect,  develop  and  foster  the  min- 


establishes  9  hours  as  a  day's  work,  and  the 
minimum  wage  for  blacksmiths  at  $3.50, 
and  for  helpers  at  $2.50.  The  old  rate  was 
$3.50  and  $2.50,  respectively,  for  10  hours. 
In  the  carriage  and  wagon  shops  the  new 
scale  becomes  effective  on  April  1.    Boiler- 


ing  industry  of  British  Columbia  in  all  makers  and  iron  shipbuilders  are  all  work- 
its  branches.  The  delegates  took  a  lively  mS-  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  had  a  very 
interest  in  all  matters  brought  before  the  bW  month,  and  at  times  there  was  a  de- 
convention,  and  a  large  number  of  resolu-  mand  for  extra  help. 


tions  were  passed  pointing  out  defects  in 
the  present  mining  laws,  and  suggesting 
amendments.  The  convention  will  meet 
annually,  and  next  year  will  again  convene 
in  this  city.$ 

The  Victoria  Trades  and  Labour  Council, 


Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  are  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  as  fair.     Garment  workers  are 


very  busy  completing  orders  for  the  Yukon 
on  March  4,  1903  unanimously  agreed  that     tradfj     Thig  braneh  rf  industry  fa  ^^ 

the  objections  to  the  use  of  fish  traps,  purse-     rapidly  .  Qne  firm  ig  moying  ^  larger 


seines  and  gill  nets,  of  greater  length  than 
is  now  allowed,  were  based  entirely  on  sec- 
tional grounds,  and  that  the  reasons  ad- 
vanced against  their  use  cannot  be  sustain- 
3d  by  actual  facts  ;  moreover,  that  the  fish- 
ing industry  as  at  present  carried  on  on  the 
Fraser  river  is  degrading  to  white  labour, 


premises  and  adding  20  machines  to   its 
plant. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
report  a  good  month's  business  ;  for  cigar- 
makers'  trade  is  dull. 

Leather  trades. — Harnessmakers  and  sad- 


because  of  the  advantage  taken  of  cheap     dlers  are  busy.  A  new  schedule  of  wages  has 
Asiatic  and  transient  foreign  labour.  been    adopted    by    the    Leather  Workers' 

Union,  and  submitted  to  employers  for  con- 
sideration, but  has  not  yet  become  effective, 
Building  trades.— -The  season's  operations     it  fogg  the  minimum  wage    for    harness- 
have  commenced  and  mechanics  are  better     makers  and  saddlers  at  $2.50  for  9  hours 


employed.  Bricklayers  and  masons  are  ful- 
ly employed.  Carpenters  and  joiners,  and 
painters  and  paperhangers  report  trade  as 
very  much  improved,  but  there  is  still  a 
surplus  of  labour  in  both  branches.  For 
plumbers  and  stonecutters  trade  is  quiet. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  machine  shops  and  ship- 
yards a  full  force  of  mechanics  are  employ- 
ed.   Iron  moulders  are  all  working.    A  few 


They  formerly  worked  10  hours  a  day  with- 
out a  fixed  minimum  wage. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  trade  as 
good  and  conditions  of  employment  satis- 
factory. Clerks  and  delivery  employees 
have  had  a  good  month. 

Transport. — Ship  labourers  and  long- 
shoremen report  work  as  being  plentiful. 
The  trouble    between  the    Longshoremen's 


nachinists   are   unemployed,  but   trade  is  Union  and  Stevedore  McDermott  commenc- 

>risk.    Electrical  workers  and  linemen  re-  ed  in  September,  1901,  over  the  refusal  of 

h — the  latter  to  pay  the  union  rate  of  wages, 

■ItZlt1  i;ZL0ton^Z^e^i!  o°«  tt  was  settled  tei"S  *■  ™°*  by  compro- 

>resent  issue  of  the  Gazette.  mise.     Street  railway  employees  have  con- 
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stant  work.       Teamsters  and    expressmen 
report  a  good  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — Conditions  have  im- 
proved slightly  for  this  class  of  labour,  but 
the  market  is  still  congested. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,   AND   DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Arthur  0.  H.  Spencer,  Correspond- 
ent, reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  past  month  has  not  been  a  very  good 
one  for  labour  on  the  whole,  although  in 
some  branches  of  trade  business  has  been 
fair.  With  the  opening  of  fine  weather  it 
is  though  that  conditions  will  improve.  In 
commercial  circles  business  is  in  a  very 
uncertain  state  owing  to  labour  troubles 
present  and  prospective,  as  there  is  a  feel- 
ing of  unrest  in  labour  circles  on  the  coast 
such  as  has  not  been  in  evidence  for  years. 
Until  there  is  some  sign  of  improvement 
the  merchants  are  very  conservative.  The 
banks  are  also  withholding  credit  to  store- 
keepers and  are  otherwise  taking  precau- 
tions. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

There  is  very  little  doing  among  fisher- 
men at  present. 

In  lumbering  the  situation  is  still  good 
with  excellent  prospects  ahead.  The  log- 
ging camps  are  kept  busy  and  can  hardly 
fill  the  demand  for  logs  and  cedar  bolts. 

In  quartz  mining  conditions  are  quiet,  it 
being  rather  early  in  the  year  as  yet  to  get 
into  the  mountains.  On  the  west  coast  of 
the   island   matters    are   promising   for    a     on. 


busy   year    among    the   copper    properties 
which  are  being  developed. 

In  the  coal  mining  industry  there  is  a 
feeling  of  unrest.    In  Nanaimo  the  miners 
are  working  steadily  and  the  company  is 
employing  those  out  of  work  as  fast  as  they  I 
can  find  places  for  them.     At  Extension: 
the  miners  are  all  idle,  and  at  Cumberland! 
the  miners  are  working,  but  as  the  same) 
company   own   the   mines   there  that   own  I 
the  Extension  mines  there  is  a  feeling  ofj 
uncertainty. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades) 
business  is  very  quiet,  there  being  har( 
any  new  work  on,  or  in  prospect  for  some- 
time. 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuildi 
trades. — Blacksmiths    and    carriage-mak 
report' business  fair,  but  not  as  good  as  i 
usual  for  the  time  of  the  year. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re 
port  work  as  fair. 

Transport. — Teamsters    and    expressme: 
report  business  as  poor  for  the  time  of  year 

Unskilled  labour. — There  has  been  v 
little  work  for  unskilled  labour  during  th 
month,  but  the  prospects  are  improving  as 
the  weather  gets  better. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Ladysmith. — Business  is  at  a  standstil 
owing  to  the  stopping  of  the  Extensiorj 
mines,  which  affect  nearly  everybody  in  thq 
town.  The  smelter  is  still  running  at  ful] 
capacity  but  that  is  about  all  that  is  goiuj 


THE  BEET  SUGAR  INDUSTRY  IN  CANADA. 


DUEING  the  past  year  a  widespread 
public  interest  has  been  manifested 
throughout  Canada  in  the  establishment,  on 
an  extensive  basis,  of  the  beet  sugar  indus- 
try in  the  province  of  Ontario.  It  is  not, 
as  is  sometimes  asserted,  the  first  time  that 
an  attempt  has  been  made  in  Canada  to 


manufacture  sugar  from  raw  materials  pre 
duced  in  the  Dominion.  Some  twelve  o 
fifteen  years  ago  the  experiment  of  estal 
lishing  a  similar  industry  was  made  i 
the  province  of  Quebec,  and  at  Farnhair 
Coaticook  and  elsewhere,  large  factorie 
were  erected  and  operated  for  some  tin? 
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under  a  system  of  bounties  from  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Dominion.  For  a  variety 
of  reasons  the  industry  at  that  date  failed 
to  achieve  success,  and  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  in  Canada,  until  the  recent  develop- 
ments in  the  province  of  Ontario,  became 
again  confined  to  the  process  of  refining  the 
raw  product  imported  from  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  West  Indies  and 
other  foreign  countries. 

Department   of   Labour   Investigation. 

For  a  number  of  reasons  the  establish- 
ment of  this  industry  in  Canada  is  a  matter 
of  considerable  importance.  The  fact  that 
sugar  is  an  article  that  enters  into  the  con- 
sumption of  every  family,  and  is  a  con- 
siderable element  in  the  daily  food  of  rich 
and  poor  alike,  renders  the  attempt  to  pro- 
duce it  wholly  within  the  limits  of  this 
country,  of  economic  interest  in  itself 
alone.  Moreover,  the  increasing  production 
during  the  past  few  years  of  beet  sugar  as 
compared  with  cane  sugar  in  the  sugar 
markets  of  the  world,  is  an  additional  in- 
teresting feature  in  the  establishment  of 
the  industry  in  Canada.  The  industry  is 
also  unique  in  combining  manufacture  and 
agriculture,  two  of  the  greatest  elements 
in  the  life  of  the  Canadian  people,  and  the 
establishment  of  it,  for  this  and  other  rea- 
sons, involves  a  labour  problem  of  a  most 
interesting  character,  owing  to  the  many 
novel  conditions  of  employment  which  it 
creates.  The  fact,  also,  that  operations  are, 
as  yet,  little  more  than  begun,  and  that  the 
industry  is  still  in  a  measure  tentative, 
has  been  thought  to  render  the  present  a 
fitting  opportunity  for  reference  to  its  es- 
tablishment and  progress  in  the  Labour 
Gazette. 

During  the  month  of  December,  accord- 
ingly, the  Department  of  Labour  addressed 
a  letter  of  inquiry  to  the  business  managers 
of  the  four  factories  which  have  been 
placed  in  operation,  drawing  attention  in 
an  inclosed  schedule  to  a  series  of  points 
regarding  plant,  product  and  labour  on 
Which  information  was  especially  desired. 
Replies  were  received  in  the  course  of  time 
rom  all  of  these,  and  it  is  on  the  facts 
i       4J 


thus  obtained  that  the  present  article  is 
largely  based.  The  department  has  also 
received  valuable  information  from  the 
Dominion  Departments  of  Trade  and  Com- 
merce and  of  Agriculture,  and  from  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  of  the  province  of 
Ontario.  With  regard  to  the  companies 
incorporated  for  the  manufacture  of  beet 
sugar,  but  which  have  not  yet  begun  the 
erection  of  a  factory,  particulars  were  ob- 
tained from  the  Provincial  Secretary  of  On- 
tario, and  from  secretaries  of  the  concerns 
themselves.  Much  valuable  information  was 
also  collected  from  the  press  of  the  Domin- 
ion of  the  past  six  months,  and  from  cor- 
respondents of  the  Labour  Gazette  in  the 
localities  affected. 

Origin  of  the  Industry  in  Ontario. 

Though  the  present  beet  sugar  industry 
in  Ontario  is  not,  as  above  stated,  the  first 
of  its  kind  in  Canada,  it  in  no  way  repre- 
sents a  development  of  the  attempt  former- 
ly made  to  establish  it  in  the  province  of 
Quebec.  The  four  factories  at  present  in 
operation  in  Ontario  may  be  said  to  have 
had  their  origin  in  a  series  of  experiments 
inaugurated  and  carried  on  over  a  period 
of  some  years  at  the  Ontario  Agricultural 
College,  .situated  at  Guelph,  Ont.  A& 
early  as  the  year  1889  the  annual  report  of 
the  college,  and  of  the  experimental  farm 
conducted  in  connection  therewith,  contain- 
ed in  the  report  of  the  professor  of  chem- 
istry a  reference  to  experiments  in  the 
growing  of  sugar  beets,  the  attention  of 
that  department  having  been  directed  to 
the  subject  by  the  extensive  investigations 
in  a  similar  direction  carried  on  in  the 
United  States.  Encouraging  results  were 
obtained  from  this  initial  effort,  and  the 
experiments  being  repeated  from  year  to 
year  on  a  steadily  increasing  scale,  much 
valuable  information  was  collected  with 
regard  to  the  best  shape  and  size  of  beets, 
methods  of  cultivation,  and  various  other 
details  incidental  to  the  subject.  It  was 
found  possible  to  increase  the  percentage 
of  sugar  in  the  beets,  and  to  improve  the 
co-efficient  of  purity  until  both  were  prac- 
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tically  as  high  as  in  the  beets  grown    in  ton  should  be  paid  for  all  beets  delivered 

Europe  for  manufacture  into  sugar.       In  to  the  factory  during  the  first  year,  irre- 

1900  a  further  step  was  taken  by  the  On-  spective  of  the  quantity  of  sacharine  mat- 

tario  Government  in  publishing  in  pamph-  ter  which  they  contained,  and  that  during 

let  form  the  report  of  an  investigation  into  the  second  and  third  years,  payment  at  the 

the  growth  and  manufacture  of  sugar  beets  rate  of  33£  cents  per  ton  for  every  one  per 

in  the  neighbouring  state  of  Michigan,  to-  cent  of  sugar   which   the  beets   contained 

gether  with  the  results  of  still  further  ex-  should  be  made.       All  contracts  between 

periments   on   the   experimental    farm    at  companies   and  beet  growers  were   at  the 

Guelph.       This  was  followed  in  1901  with  same  time  made  subject  to  the  approval  of 

a  second  governmental  publication  relating  the  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  the  analyst 

to  the  growing  of  sugar  beets  in  Ontario,  of  the  Agricultural  College,  Guelph,  or  a 

the  results  of  experiments  carried  out  on  person  nominated  by  the  Lieutenant  Gover- 

a  more  extensive  scale  than  ever  before  in  nor  in  Council,  was  made  the  referee    in 

the  previous  year  having  demonstrated,  ac-  the  event  of  any  dispute  arising  as  to  the 

cording  to  the  report,  that  both  soil  and  amount  of  saccharine  matter  contained  in 

climatic  conditions  in  Ontario  were  suit-  the  beets. 

able  for  the  production  of  sugar  beets,  the  jn  this  connection,  it  may  be  stated  that 

average  yield   on   the   experimental    plots  vulable   concessions,   with  regard    to    the 

situate  in  different  parts  of  the  province  importation  of  machinery  necessary  for  the 

being  over  111  tons,  individual  yields  being  piants   0f   the   different    companies    were 

reported  as  high  as  36  tons  to  the  acre.  granted  by  the  Dominion  government,  and 

_      .  ,   , .       _,  were  of  material  assistance  in   the  estab- 

Legislative  Encouragement.  ,.  .  .        . .,     .  ,                     ^  .     .  ,     . 

°  lismng  of  the  industry  on  an  efficient  basis. 

The  most  definite  encouragement,  how-  The  ratepayers  of  Dresden  voted  m>m 

ever,  that  the  beet  sugar  industry  received,  ag  &  ^^  ^  ^  factory  ^  ^  town 

prior  to  its  establishment  m  Ontario   was  The  ^  rf  Wallaeeb        voted  $3000- 
in  the  form  of  an  Act  passed  by  the  legis- 

lature  of  the  province,  assented  to  on  April  Establishment  of  the  Industry. 
15,  1901,  by  which  the  sum  of  $225,000  was  J 
set  aside  as  a  special  fund  for  the  purpose  It  having   been   demonstrated   that  the 
of  encouraging  the  growth  of  sugar  beets  soil  of  Ontario  was  capable  of  producing 
and  the  manufacture  of  refined  sugar  there-  a  heavy  beet  crop  with"  a  large  percentage 
from.      It  was  provided  under  the  terras  of  of  sugar,  and  the  three  other  requisites  of 
this  Act  that  persons  or  companies  operat-  the  industry,  namely,  an  abundant  water  j 
ing  factories  for  the  manufacture  of  sugar  supply,    suitable    transportation    facilties, 
from  sugar  beets   grown   within   the   pro-  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  labour  being  con-  | 
vince  should  be  allowed  a  bounty  of  half  a  sidered    available    in    Ontario,    the   active  j 
cent  per  pound  upon  the  production  of  the  organization   of   the   industry   was    begun  , 
first  and  second  years'   operations  of  the  early  in  1902,  with  the  result  that  during 
factory,  and  a  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a  cent  the  past  autumn  four  factories,  represent-  | 
per  pound  for  the  production  of  the  third  ing  an  aggregate  investment  of  close  upon 
year,  payment  of  bounty  thereafter  to  cease,  two  and  a  half  million  dollars  began  active 
It  was  stipulated  that  not  more  than  $75,-  operations   in   the   manufacture   of   -sugar 
000  should  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  in  any  from  raw  material  grown  within  the  pro- 
one  year,  the  maximum  sum,  in  case  the  vince.     The  factories  are  those  of  the  On- 
total  bounties  earned  should  exceed  that  tario  Sugar  Co.,  Limited,  at  Berlin,  Out., 
figure,  to  be  divided  proportionately  among  the  Dresden  Sugar  Company,  Limited,  at 
the  claimants.       Certain   conditions  were  Dresden,    Ont.,     the    Wallaceburg     Sugar 
also  imposed  upon  the  companies  by  the  Company,  of  Wallaceburg,  Ont.,  and  the 
Act.      It  was  provided  that  at  least  $4  per  Wiarton  Beet  Sugar  Company,  Limited,  at 
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Wiarton,  Ont.  The  following  brief  des- 
cription of  the  plants  in  question  is  neces- 
sarily limited  to  their  most  salient  features. 

The  Ontario  Sugar  Company,  Limited. 

This  company,  whose  factory  is  situated 
at  Berlin,  in  the  County  of  Waterloo,  Ont., 
is  capitalized  at  $600,000,  and  began  the 
manufacture  of  sugar  on  October  30,  1902, 
the  opening  of  the  factory  being  made  the 
occasion  of  a  demonstration  on  October 
9  and  10.  The  plant  consists  of  a  main 
building  314  feet  long  by  64  feet  wide, 
sugar  warehouse  (146  x  56),  machine  shop, 
cooper  shop  (34  x  66),  seed-house  (30  x  60), 
boiler-house  (41  x  76),  pumping  station 
(12  x  41),  beet  sheds  and  an  office  building 
(34  x  34).  The  first  sod  was  turned  on' 
March  24,  1902.  The  buildings  are  fire- 
proof and  the  work  of  erection  gave  em- 
ployment over  a  period  from  May  1  to  No- 
vember 1,  to  an  average  of  215  men,  besides 
furnishing  a  market  of  considerable  im- 
portance to  local  manufacturers  of  build- 
ing material.  The  pumping  station,  which 
is  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  Grand  river, 
has  a  capacity  of  5,000  gallons  per  day  ; 
the  sugar  warehouse  has  a  capacity  of  from 
12,000  to  15,000  barrels  ;  the  boiler-house 
contains  18  boilers,  each  16  feet  long  and 
5  feet  in  diameter,  and  of  70  horse-power  ; 
the  cooper  shop  has  a  capacity  of  800  bar- 
rels a  day.  The  capacity  of  the  farmers' 
and  railway  sheds  is  8,000  tons  of  beets. 
The  sugar  factory  plant  covers  about  ten 
acres,  although  about  40  acres  altogether 
are  required  for  plant,  yards,  &c.  The 
capacity  of  the  plant  is  placed  at  600  tons 
of  beets  per  day,  which  if  extended  over  a 
season  of  100  days,  would  give  an  annual 
product  of  12,000,000  pounds  of  granulated 
sugar.  About  5,000  acres  of  beets  grown 
within  a  radius  of  50  miles  from  Berlin 
are  required  for  this  company.  Some  250 
men  are  necessary  to  run  the  factory  at 
its  full  capacity.  Wages  are  estimated  to 
aggregate  $12,000  per  month,  labourers  re- 
ceiving from  15  to  17£  cents  per  hour  and 
mechanics  from  17£  to  25  cents. 


The  Dresden  Sugar  Company,  Limited. 

Capital  to  the  extent  of  $700,000  is  in- 
vested in  this  establishment,  which  is  situ- 
ated at  Dresden,  Ontario.  The  main  fac- 
tory building  (67  x  258  feet),  is  of  crick, 
with  stone  foundations,  fire-proof  through- 
out, and  3,  4  and  5  stories  high.  The  lime- 
kiln house  (44  x  52)  and  boiler-house  (52  x 
128)  are  also  fire-proof  throughout  and  3 
stories  high.  The  warehouse  building  (67 
x  198)  is  also  of  brick  with  steel  girders, 
cast-iron  columns,  gravel  roofing  and  ce- 
ment concrete  floor,  being  2  stories  high. 
The  press-house  (44  x  48)  is  fire-proof 
throughout  and  three  stories  high.  The 
beet  storage  shed  (200  x  400)  is  a  combined 
steel  and  wood  structure  with  stone  founda- 
tion, one  story  high  with  cement  lanals. 
The  building  has  a  capacity  of  15,000  tons 
of  beets.  The  repair  shop  (24  x  50)  is  a 
two-story  brick  building  with  ground  floor 
of  cement  and  composition  gravel  roofing. 
The  cooper  shed  (26  x  60)  is  a  one-story 
brick  building  with  cement  floor  and  com- 
position roofing.  The  capacity  of  this  fac- 
tory is  estimated  at  from  600  to  800  tons  of 
beets  per  day,  or  80,000  tons  of  beets  per 
annum,  from  which  it  is  estimated  tbat 
112,000  pounds  of  sugar  will  be  daily  pro- 
duced, or  about  16,000,000  pounds  of  an  an- 
nual product.  The  factory  has  14  diffusion 
cells,  each  capable  of  holding  3,000  tons  of 
sliced  beets,  besides  this  there  are  the  car- 
bonation  tanks,  crystalizers,  &c,  12  of  the 
latter  having  a  capacity  of  20  tons  apiece. 
About  5,500  acres  will  be  required  to  supply 
crop  for  the  factory,  the  area  being  dis- 
tributed within  a  radius  of  80  miles  of  the 
factory,  according  to  the  condition  of  ship- 
ping facilities.  Some  237  men,  skilled  and 
unskilled,  are  employed  at  wages  aggregat- 
ing $20,000  per  month  during  the  manu- 
facturing season. 

The  Wallaceburg  Sugar  Company. 

Situated  twelve  miles  irom  the  factory 
of  the  Dresden  Company,  and  deriving  its 
raw   material   from   practically   the    same 
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section  of  the  province,  is  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Wallaceburg  Sugar  Company 
which  began  the  manufacture  of  sugar  on 
October  25  last,  a  short  trme  previous  to 
the  opening  of  the  Dresden  factory.  An 
investment  of  $650,000  is  represented  in 
this  plant,  the  actual  cost  of  land,  buildings 
and  machinery  being  stated  to  have  exceed- 
ed $630,000.  The  plant  is  situated  on  an 
area  of  seventy-one  acres  held  by  the  com- 
pany. The  main  building  (269  x  65)  is 
five  stories  high  and  the  sugar  warehouse, 
capable  of  storing  20,000  barrels,  is  200  x 
65  and  two  stories  high.  The  factory  is 
substantially  built,  with  supports  and  stair- 
ways of  steel,  floors  of  cement  and  steel,  and 
a  composition  roof,  the  building  being  prac- 
tically fire-proof.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
carloads  of  machinery  were  installed,  and 
to  carry  the  material  required  for  the  plant 
it  is  estimated  that  3,000  cars  were  neces- 
sary. Outside  of  the  factory,  over  $50,000 
has  been  invested  in  the  construction  of 
houses  and  in  other  operations  relating  in- 
directly to  the  industry.  The  capacity  of 
beets  is  placed  at  six  hundred  tons  daily, 
an  area  of  7,000  acres  being  estimated  as 
necessary  in  future  years  though  only  3.200 
acres  were  placed  under  crop  during  the 
past  season.  The  great  bulk  of  this  ma- 
terial was  produced  within  a  radius  of  eight 
miles  of  the  factory.  A  product  of  2,500,- 
000  pounds  of  granulated  sugar  is  reported 
to  date,  employment  being  given  to  about 
275  workmen,  all  adult,  and  mostly  skilled, 

at  wages  aggregating  from  $50,000  to  $60,- 
000  for  the  season. 

The  Wiarton  Beet  Sugar  Manufacturing 
Company,  Limited. 

The  factory  of  the  Wiarton  Sugar  Com- 
pany, situated  in  Bruce  County,  in  the 
town  from  which  the  company  receives  its 
name,  represents  an  investment  of  $500,000. 
The  plant  consists  of  a  sugar  house  with  a 
capacity  of  five  hundred  tons  of  sugar  beets 
daily,  the  acreage  for  the  supply  of  which 
in  1902  was  3,600,  three  beet  storehouses 
with  a  capacity  of  six  thousand  tons,  a  sug- 
ar warehouse  with  a  capacity  of  10,000  bar- 


rels, a  copper-house  with  a  capacity  of  five 
hundred  barrels  daily,  two  cooperage  ware- 
houses, with  storehouses,  and  other  neces- 
sary buildings.  The  company  began  opera- 
tions in  April,  1902,  though  sugar  making 
was  not  begun  until  December  12.  In  a 
favourable  year  the  output  of  the  factory 
is  estimated  to  reach  10,000,000  pounds  of 
sugar.  The  total  number  of  men  employed 
in  the  factory  reaches  175,  at  an  aggregate 
wage  of  over  $250  per  day,  or  over  $4,000 
each  alternate  week.  The  situation  of  Wi- 
arton, at  the  extreme  northern  and  western 
edge  of  the  western  peninsula  of  Ontario, 
has  had  the  effect  of  extending  the  area 
drawn  upon  for  raw  material,  some  of  the 
beets  manufactured  in  the  factory  being 
grown,  according  to  the  company's  state- 
ment, at  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles 
from  the  factory. 

Aggregate  Statistics. 

From  the  above  brief  statements,  and 
from  the  table  of  the  factories  published 
herewith,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  companies 
already  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  beet 
sugar  in  Canada  represent  a  total  capital 
of  $2,450,000,  with  a  product  which  may  be 
estimated  to  reach  a  total  of  54,000,000 
pounds  of  granulated  sugar  annually.  An 
area  of  about  17,300  acres  will  be  laid  un- 
der cultivation  for  the  supply  of  beets,  and 
a  large  section  of  the  province  will  in  this 
way  be  directly  influenced  by  the  establish- 
ment of  the  industry.  An  aggregate  of 
nine  hundred  and  thirty  seven  persons  at 
total  wages  of  about  $60,000  per  month,  re- 
presents the  situation  from  the  standpoint 
of  chief  interest  to  labour.  In  all  of  these 
figures,  however,  it  should  again  be  pointed 
out  that  the  imperfect  scale  on  which  op- 
erations have  as  yet  been  carried  on  rend- 
ers it  difficult  to  present  returns  which  are 
at  once  accurate  and  not  misleading,  and 
it  has  been  thought  advisable  in  the  pre- 
sent survey  to  quote  returns  according  to 
the  capacity  of  the  different  plants  rather 
than  to  measure  them  solely  by  the  experi- 
ence of  the  past  few  months. 
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Additional  Factories  Contemplated. 

In  addition  to  the  establishments  enumer- 
ated above,  letters  of  incorporation  have 
been  granted  to  other  companies,  as  set 
forth  in  the  accompanying  table.      It  will 

Table  showing  the  names,  situation  and 
capital  of  projected  beet  sugar  manufac- 
turing companies,  incorporated  but  not 
yet  in  operation,  in  Ontario. 


Name  of  Company. 

Where  situated. 

Capital 
proposed. 

Walkerton  Sugar  Co. . . . 
Canada  Beet  Sugar  Co. . 

Crystal  Sugar  Co 

London  Sugar   Refining 
Co. 

Newmarket  Sugar  Co. . . 
Peterborough  Beet  Sugar 
Co. 

Walkerton..    .    . 
Gait..  . , 

London      

Cargill 

Newmarket  

Peterborough.  . . 

S  350,000 

500,000 

40,000 

1,000,000 

500,000 

40,000 

350,000 

be  seen  from  this  that  it  has  been  proposed 
to  invest  capital  to  the  aggregate  extent  of 
$2,800,000  in  the  beet  sugar  industry  in 
Ontario,  in  addition  to  that  already  in- 
vested in  factories  now  in  operation.  With 
regard  to  these  projected  companies,  how- 
ever, it  should  be  said  that  several  of  them 
have  not  succeeded  in  interesting  sufficient 
capital  to  enable  a  start  to  be  made.  The 
Walkerton  and  Cargill  concerns  have  al- 
ready abandoned  the  undertaking.  The 
London  Sugar  Refining  Co.,  however,  ex- 
pects to  begin  operations  with  a  capacity 
of  1,000  tons  of  beets  daily,  grown  upon 
an  area  of  10,000  acres,  and  to  pay  wages 
averaging  from  $10  to  $25  per  week  to  400 
labourers,  50  of  whom  will  be  experts.  The 
Peterborough  Company  has  also  issued  a 
prospectus,  in  which  the  capacity  of  the 
projected  factory  is  placed  at  550  tons  of 
beets  per  day,  grown  upon  5,000  acres,  with 
a  production  of  12,000,000  pounds  of  sugar 
annually.  Some  125  men  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, at  an  estimated  aggregate  wage  of 
$25,000  for  the  100  days  of  the  season.  With 
regard  to  the  other  three  companies  enu- 
merated in  the  table  the  department  was 
unable  to  secure  direct  information,  the 
names  of  all  being  given  as  throwing  light 
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upon  the  extent  to  which  the  industry  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  public. 

The  Labour  Problem. 

From  the  fact  that  the  beet  sugar  in- 
dustry has  been  so  recently  established  in 
Ontario,  very  considerable  interest  attaches 
to  the  labour  problem  which  it  presents, 
apart  from  the  circumstance  that  the  ob- 
taining of  an  adequate  supply  of  labour 
has  been  found  a  characteristic  difficulty 
in  the  industry  in  other  countries.  The 
peculiar  nature  of  the  industry  above  re- 
ferred to  in  combining  manufacture  with 
agriculture  is  largely  responsible  for  this, 
the  shortness  of  the  manufacturing  season, 
which  is  usually  limited  to  one  hundred 
days,  making  the  problem  of  continuous 
employment  one  of  considerable  difficulty. 

Classes  of  Labour  Employed. 

Unskilled  labour  is  perhaps  the  class  that 
will  be,  on  the  whole,  most  benefited  by 
the  establishment  of  the  industry  in  On- 
tario. This,  if  agricultural  labour  be  in- 
cluded in  the  term,  is  the  only  class  that 
would  benefit  directly  by  the  considerable 
increase  of  employment  entailed  in  the 
careful  cultivation  of  the  large  acreage  of 
beets  necessary  to  supply  the  different  fac- 
tories. With  regard  to  the  labour  em- 
ployed in  the  factories,  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult, without  including  a  more  or  less  de- 
tailed description  of  the  processes  of  manu- 
facture, to  furnish  an  accurate  idea  of  the 
various  classes  required.  Owing  to  the  de- 
grees to  which  the  handling  of  the  product 
is  effected  by  automatic  machinery,  it  may 
be  said  that  constant  care  in  manipulating 
machinery,  rather  than  hard  physical  toil, 
is  a  leading  feature  of  the  employment. 
A  number  of  special  classes  of  skilled 
labour,  however,  are  employed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  industry.  Among  these, 
coopers  may  be  specially  mentioned.  Clerks, 
machinists,  engineers,  firemen,  sugar  boil- 
ers and  general  factory  labour  are  also 
given  employment,  and  one  or  more  skilled 
chemists  are  required  for  each  establish- 
ment. 


Conditions  of  Employment. 

According  to  statements  furnished  by  the 
companies  in  operation,  wages  paid  to  la- 
bour in  the  beet  sugar  industry  range  from 
15  cents  to  17&  cents  per  hour  for  common 
labour,  and  from  17i  cents  to  25  cents  per 
hour  for  skilled  labour.  A  return  from 
one  of  the  factories  stated  that  the  cash 
outlay  on  wages  account  per  acre  of  beets 
amounted  to  $12.  Other  authorities,  how-  I 
ever,  have  placed  the  cost  considerably! 
lower.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dres- 
den and  Wallaceburg  factories  an  average 
of  $1.50  per  day  was  paid  for  work  in  the 
fields,  while  women  received  $1  and  boys 
and  girls  of  from  12  to  15  years  of  age  50 
cents  per  day.  Labourers  provided  their 
own  board,  but  were  carried  by  the  em- 
ployers to  and  from  the  fields.  Hours  of 
labour  are  affected  by  the  fact  that  during1 
the  manufacturing  season  the  process  of  jj 
manufacture  is  uninterrupted,  night  andji 
day,  including  Sundays,  the  men  working 
in  two  shifts  of  twelve  hours  each.  The 
prospects  for  regular  employment  in  the 
industry  are  stated  by  three  of  the  establish- 
ments to  be  good,  employment  in  the  beet 
fields  during  the  summer  being  substituted 
for  the  indoor  work  of  the  manufacturing 
season  proper.  In  the  event  of  partial  failure 
of  the  beet  crop  more  or  less  serious  con- 
sequences to  labour  would,  of  course,  en- 
sue from  the  shortening  of  the  manufac- 
turing season. 

An  interesting  event  in  this  connection, 
is  the  suit  brought  at  the  instance  of  the 
Lord's  Day  Alliance  against  the  Ontario 
Sugar  Company  of  Berlin  for  violation  of 
the  Sunday  Labour  Act,  which,  at  the  pre- 
sent moment,  is  undecided  pending  the  tak- 
ing of  expert  evidence  as  to  the  necessity 
of  the  continuous  operation  of  the  factory. 

Labour  Supply. 

The  problem  of  securing  an  adequate 
supply  of  labour,  especially  for  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  beet  fields,  is  one  of  the  most 
serious  to  be  met  by  the  industry.  The 
factories  at  Berlin  and  Wallaceburg  have 
been  especially  affected  in  this  connectio: 
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At  Berlin  Indian  labour  from  a  neighbour- 
ing reservation  was  employed  to  a  certain 
extent  to  meet  the  scarcity  and  an  attempt 
was  also  made  by  the  company  to  place 
Chinese  labour  from  Montreal  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  farmers  of  the  district.  This, 
however,  did  not  prove  feasible  owing  to 
the  increased  cost  of  the  labour  caused  by 
transportation  expenses.  The  Wallace- 
burg  establishment  also  received  a  supply 
of  Indian  labour  from  the  reservation  on 
Walpole  Island,  and  some  seventy  Belgian 
labourers  were  in  addition  brought  into  the 
town  and  accommodated  in  houses  erected 
by  the  company.  From  Wiarton  no  re- 
port was  received  on  this  subject,  and  at 
Dresden  satisfactory  conditions  with  regard 
to  the  supply  were  stated  to  exist. 

Effects  on  the  Agricultural  Industry. 

From  facts  already  mentioned  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  establishment  of  the  beet  su- 
gar industry  in  Ontario  has  had  an  im- 
portant effect  upon  agriculture  in  the  dis- 
tricts drawn  upon  for  raw  material.  This 
will  be  further  evident  when  it  is  stated 
that  the  Dresden  Sugar  Co.  paid  out  for 
sugar  beets  the  sum  of  $103,519.04  last  sea- 
son, while  the  Wailaceburg  Company  ex- 
pended a  total  of  about  $75,000,  and  ex- 
pected to  have  paid  out  $250,000  had  not 
wet  weather  seriously  diminished  the  yield. 
This  fact,  together  with  the  large  acreage 
necessary  for  the  growing  of  the  beets,  and 
the  many  novel  conditions  of  land  prepara- 
tion, cultivation  and  harvesting,  had  the 
effect  of  arousing  widespread  interest  in 
the  new  phase  of  employment  introduced 
by  the  industry  among  the  more  familiar 
agricultural  operations.  The  securing  of 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  raw  material  for 
each  factory  is  provided  for  by  a  system  of 
contracts  between  the  companies  and  indi- 
vidual farmers  or  other  growers,  the  aver- 
age area  contracted  for  running  from  one 
to  twelve  acres  per  farm,  though  there  are 
instances,  of  course,  of  considerably  larger 
j  areas  being  devoted  to  beet  culture  by  parti- 
cular agriculturists.  An  interesting  de- 
velopment in  this  connection  was  the  or- 
ganization of  syndicates  for  the    carrying 


on  of  beet-growing  operations  on  a  large 
to  the  respective  advantages  of  this  system 
and  that  of  the  work  as  carried  on 
by  farmers  on  their  own  farms.  In 
the  important  matter  of  obtaining  la- 
bour, the  companies,  from  carrying  on 
business  in  a  large  way  and  being 
able  to  move  help  from  section  to  section 
as  required,  were  stated  to  have  had  a  pos- 
sible advantage.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
found  difficult  to  obtain  land  in  every  in- 
stance suited  to  the  cultivation  of  the  crop. 
On  the  whole,  the  system  of  individual 
ownership  and  control  of  the  crop  was  said 
to  have  been  proved  very  satisfactory  by 
the  operations  of  the  past  season. 

Other  more  specific  results  have  followed 
the  introduction  of  the  industry.  Land  va- 
lues, it  is  stated,  have  in  many  localities 
materially  increased,  and  farm  rentals  have 
also  shown  an  upward  tendency.  The  effect 
on  the  market  for  farm  labour  has  been  al- 
ready touched  upon.  The  crop  is  said  to 
have  a  beneficial  effect  upon  the  soil,  the 
careful  methods  of  cultivation  necesssary 
ridding  it  of  thistles  and  other  weeds.  It 
may  be  mentioned  also  in  this  connection 
that  the  pulp,  which  represents  about  fifty 
per  cent  of  the  tonnage  of  beets  worked  up 
in  the  factories,  has  been  found  in  some 
cases  to  possess  excellent  porperties  as  cat- 
tle feed,  the  farmers  being  able  to  obtain  it 
from  the  factories  on  advantageous  terms. 
The  fact  that  it  can  be  siloed  and  preserved 
is  a  point  greatly  in  its  favour,  and  it  is 
also  stated  to  possess  good  qualities  as  a 
fertilizer. 

Other  Industrial  and  Economic  Effects. 

The  other  industrial  and  economic  effects 
following  the  introduction  of  beet  sugar 
manufacture  in  Canada  are  largely  those 
consequent  upon  the  establishment  of  any 
new  industry  on  a  scale  sufficient  to  effect 
other  than  purely  local  conditions.  Retail 
trade  has  been  materially  benefitted  in  the 
localities  in  which  the  factories  have  been 
established.  The  industries  supplying  ma- 
terial for  the  construction  of  factories  may 
also  be  mentioned  in  this  connection.  With 


770  TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  Apbil,  1903  | 

regard  to  more  permanent  results  than  the  In  the  te.n  years  Pounds.       Valued  at.  j 

last  named,  however,  might  be  mentioned  1880 997,974,114       $48,765,729 

the  enhancement  of  wages,  and  the  various  ^90....  ..  ..  ;;  ;;  ;;  l;77i;640,695        51,544,900  1 

other    beneficial    conditions    that    usually 

arise  out  of  an  increase  in  the  general  These  figures  snow  tbat  the  averaH 
amount  of  employment.  Reference  should  yearly  increase  in  importations  in  the  ten  | 
be  made  here  also  to  the  extent  to  which     years   f rom   189°   to   190°   was   33,228,070  I 

limestone  enters  into  the  production  of  su-  Pounds>  or  ^  Per  cent  ^eater  than  that) 
gar  from  beets.     During  the  past  season     for  the  ten  years  from  1880  to  1890>  whe^ 
the  Dresden    Sugar    Company    consumed     as  tne  avera^e  yearly  increase  in  popula-  \l 

some  2,000  tons  of  limestone,  quarried  at  tl0n  was  only  15  *6  Per  cent  Skater  during  j 
Amherstburg  and  St.  Marys,  the  price  of  the  former  than  durinS  tn*  latter  Period-  ' 
which,  delivered  in  Dresden,  was  $2  per  The  Proportional  increase,  therefore,  is; 
ton  ;  the  Wallaceburg  Sugar  Company  also  considerably  greater  in  sugar  than  in  popu-  H 
consumed  2,000  tons  of  limestone  delivered  lation'  In  this  connection  the  Ontario  j-- 
from  Amherstburg  at  $1.75  per  ton,  and  the  Government's  report  of  1901,  relating  tol 
Ontario  Sugar  Company  of  Berlin  con-  su^ar  beet  culture,  as  mentioned  above,  I 
sinned  1,600  tons  of  Canadian  limestone,     states  :    '  ^P011  the  basis  that  one  factory 

which  cost  the  company  $1.50  per  ton.  has  the  contracts  for  5,000  acres  of  sugar  U 
Upon  the  railway  companies  also  the  estab-     beets>  yielding  15  tons  of  beets  Per  acre»| 

lishment  of  the  industry  has  had  beneficial  and  that  10°  lbs*  of  beets  yield  10  lb<  of 

effects,   railway    transportation    being    re-  granulated  sugar,  it  would  require  at  least 

quired  both  in  the  gathering  of  raw  mate-  nineteen   factories,   running  full  time,  to 

rial  and  in  the  distribution  of  the  finished  Produce  the  sugar  imported  annually  dur- 

product.  in&  *be  aDovc  ten  year  period  ending  1900. 

Nineteen  factories  would,  therefore,  handle  1 

The  Market  for  Sugar.  1,425,000  tons  of  beets,  which,  at  the  aver-D 

age  price  of  $4  per  ton,  would  represent  U 

With  regard  to  the  market  for  the  pro-  $5,700,000,  distributed  among  and  put  into  : 

duct  of  the  beet  sugar  industry,  it  is  the  circulation      through      142,500      farmers.; 

supplying    of    the    domestic    demand,    in  Granting  that  labour  constitutes  about  60 

whole  or  in  part,  that  the  factories  have  per  cent  of  the  total  cost  of  cultivating  and* 

thus  far  had  in  mind.    The  cities  of  Mon-  delivering  at  the  factories,  from  the  abovej 

treal,    Toronto,    Hamilton,    London    and  required  1,425,000  tons  of  beets  there  wouldi 

Winnipeg  have  been   the   chief  wholesale  be  distributed  annually  for  labour  on  the! 

distributing  points,  though  the  great  bulk  farm  about  $1,995,000.' 
of  the  product  has  not  gone  outside  of  the         With  regard  to  the  consumption  of  sugar 

province  of  Ontario.     In  this   connection  in  Canada  during  the  year  ended  June  30 

it  will  be  of  interest  to  present  a  few  par-  last^  the  f0nowing  statistics,   supplied  by 

ticulars  with  regard  to  conditions  in  the  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Commerce, 

Canadian  sugar  market,  and  the  leading  are  of  value      There  were  53^5^247  lbs. 

factors  governing  the  question  of  supply-  of  refined  sugar  imported,  to  the  value  of 

inS  {t-  $1,328,830,    and    337,900,702    lbs.    of   raw 

With  a  view  to  showing  the  growth  of  sugar  of  a  value  of  $6,576,212.     To  t 

sugar  consumption  in  Canada  during  the  might  be  added  syrups  and  molasses,  prac 

past  thirty  years,  the  following  statistics  tically  used  for  refining  purposes,  to  the 

are  of  importance.    During  three  consecu-  extent  of    1,310,425    lbs.,   of    a    value    of 

tive  periods   of  10  years  each  there  have  $26,013.     In  addition  to  this,  molasses  to 

been  imported  into  Canada  of  sugar,  raw  the  amount  of  5,027,063  gallons,  valued  at 

and     refined,    the    following    number    of  $895,215;   sugar   candy  to   the  amount  of 

pounds  :—  1,419,049   lbs.,   of  the  value  of  $163,663  : 


raw 
this 
*ac- 
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glucose  or  syrups  containing  glucose  to  the  manufacturer.     Against  this,  however,  are 

amount  of  4,894,258  lbs.,  valued  at  $101,--  to  be  placed  the  disadvantages  of  old  and 

744;   and  maple  sugar  and  syrups  to  the  unimproved  machinery,  and  the  high  prices 

amount    of    72,605    lbs.,    of    the   value    of  of  land  for  rental. 
$17,380,   were   imported.      Of   these,   there 


were  entered  for  consumption  :  refined 
sugars,  51,379,428  lbs.,  of  a  value  o£ 
$1,293,934  ;  gray  sugars  ,318,696,014  lbs. 
of  a  value  of  $6,358,874;  syrups  and  mo- 


Experience  of  the  Past  Season. 

Although  it  is  somewhat  difficult  as  yet 
to  estimate  the  exact  results  of  the  past 
season's  operations  in  Ontario  and  to  state 


lasses     for     refining     purposes,     1,355,552  their  entire  signincance  for  tne  future  in. 

lbs,  of  a  value  of  $26,037.00  ;    molasses,  dustryj  one  or  two  of  its  leading  features 

4,530,071  gallons,  of  a  value  of  $902,471.00;  may  be  mentioned.    On  the  whole  very  dis- 

sugar    candy,    1,430,653  lbs,    of    a    value  advantageous    conditions    may  "be   said    to 

of  $164,990.00 ;  glucose  and  glucose  syrups,  have   prevaiie(i   throughout   the   year,    and 

5,090,359  lbs,   of  a  value  of  $103,437.00  ;  the  industry  to  have  been  met  at  the  outset 

maple  sugars   and  syrups,   84,715   lbs,   of  with   an  exceptionally  severe  test.*      The 

a  value  oi  $9,551.00.  high  price  of  fuel  was  prominent  among 

According  to  the  year-book  of  the  United  these,   the   consumption   of   coal  being   an 


States  Department  of  Agriculture  the 
world's  production  of  sugar  in  1900  was 
9,516,629  long  tons.  Of  this  total  only 
3,420,770  tons  were  manufactured  from 
cane.    Among  the  countries  producing  beet 


important  item  in  the  expenses  of  the 
manufacturing  process.  Crude  sugar,  on  the 
other  hand,  was  exceptionally  low  in  price, 
and  the  fact  gave  competing  refineries  a 
considerable  advantage.    The  wet  weather, 


sugar  Germany   came  first   with   1,970,000  also,  which  prevailed  throughout  the  season, 

tons,  France  next  with  1,170,000,  Austria  was  unfavourable  to  the  beet  crop,  in  seme 

third  with  1,095,000  tons  and  Russia  fourth  cases  causing  an  almost  total  failure.     In 

with  890,000  tons.    The  United  States  pro-  this   connection,   however,   it  may  be   said 

duced  75,859  tons.    It  is  the  competition  of  that  at  a  meeting  of  beet  growers  held  at 

German  factories  that  constitutes  perhaps  Berlin     during    the    month    of    February, 

the  most  important  element  in  the  sugar  though  the  unfavourable  season   and  lack 

market  of  to-day.     Long  experience  in  the  of  experience  were  reported  as  heavy  ob- 

growing  of  beets,  the  large  scale  on  which  stacles,   the  general  feeling  on   the   whole 

the  industry  is  established,  there  being  over  was    one    of   encouragement.      With    these 

400  sugar  factories  and  72  refineries  in  tjie  facts  in  view  it  will  be  seen  that  the  coming 

German  Empire,  the  low  rates  of  wages,  season  will  prove  in  many  ways  a  crucial 

and  the  bounty  granted  by  the  government  one  for  the  industry,  and  its  operations  will 

on  sugar  exported  abroad  are  the  chief  ad-  be  regarded  with  interest  in  all  parts   of 

■  antages  in  the  possession  of  the  German  the  Dominion. 


THE  AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY  IN    MANITOBA  AND  THE  NORTH-WEST 

TERRITORIES. 


T  N  Manitoba,  and  particularly  in  the  North- 
l  west  Territories  of  Canada,  agricul- 
ure  may  be  considered  the  leading  industry 
p  a  degree  that  renders  all  other  trades  and 
allings  practiced  within  the  area  practi- 
ally  subsidiary  and  dependant  upon  the 
pore   important   occupation.        This   fact, 


coupled  with  the  attention  which  the  vast 
and  fertile  areas  still  unoccupied  in  vest- 
em  Canada  are  at  present  exciting  in  Eur- 
ope and  the  United  States  as  a  field  for 
settlement,  and  the  unprecedented  influx  of 
population  which  has,  as  a  consequence, 
taken   place   during  the   past  few  months 
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and  is  projected  for  the  coming  season  on 
a  still  more  extensive  scale,  makes  any 
statistics  relating  to  the  territory  in  ques- 
tion and  to  the  agricultural  industry  as  pur- 
sued therein,  of  particular  interest  at  the 
present  moment.  The  recent  appearance 
of  Bulletins  14  and  15  of  the  Canadian 
census  of  1901,  which  are  devoted  to  the 
subject  of  agriculture  in  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories,  is,  therefore,  par- 
ticularly timely.  The  field  covered  under 
the  term  North-west  Territories,  it  may 
be  pointed  out,  embraces  Assiniboia,  Sas- 
katchewan and  Alberta,  or  roughly  speak- 
ing the  whole  of  the  territory  lying  be- 
tween Manitoba  and  the  Rocky  Mountains 
from  east  to  west,  and  southward  from 
Little  Slave  lake  and  the  Churchill  river 
to  the  international  boundary. 

As  in  the  previous  publications  of  the 
census  on  the  agricultural  industry  in  Can- 
ada, the  returns  have  been  compiled  to 
show  statistics  of  areas  of  five  acres  and 
over  as  farms,  and  of  areas  under  five  acres 
as  lots,  together  with  full  enumeration  of 
crops  and  live  stock. 

Agricultural  Areas  in  Manitoba. 

The  province  of  Manitoba  has  an  area  of 
47,188,298  acres,  of  which  6,019,200  acres 
are  water  surface.  Of  the  land  area  21  *48 
per  cent  are  farms  and  lots,  the  average  size 
of  the  former  being  277  *96  acres,  and  of  the 
latter,  1*45  acres.  There  are  31,812  farms 
of  five  acres  and  over,  of  which  3  *,94  per 
per  cent  is  farms  and  lots,  the  average  size 
101  to  200  acres ;  and  47  *9  per  cent  are  201 
acres  or  more.  Of  the  683  lots,  35:58  per 
cent  are  less  than  an  acre  each,  and  64-42 
per  cent  are  an  acre  or  more.  Only  8  *7  per 
cent  of  the  area  occupied  as  farms  is  leased, 
while  20*14  per  cent  of  the  lots  are  leased 
or  rented,  the  balance  in  each  case  being 
owned.  Over  three-quarters  of  the  land  in 
lots  is  in  an  improved  state,  as  is  45  '18  per 
cent  of  the  farm  lands.  The  unimproved 
land  consists  of  258,697  acres  in  forest  and 
4,589,102  acres  in  various  other  conditions 
unfit  for  cultivation. 


Fruit-Growing  in  Manitoba. 

There  are  562  acres  in  orchard  in  Mani- 
toba.    The  land   in   vegetables   and   small! 
fruits  has  increased    from    2,132  to  4,549| 
acres  in  the  decade  which  has  passed  since 
the  last  census.    There  are  in  the  province 
a  total  of  8,332  apple  trees,  44  peach  treesj 
97  pear  trees,   41,663    plum  trees,    13,6421 
cherry  trees  and  343  grape  vines.    The  yieldi 
in  the  last  census  was  3,254  bushels ;  in  the 
former  census  year  it  was  3,578  bushels. 

Manitoba  Field  Crops. 

Wheat,   oats,  barley,  flax,  potatoes    anc 

forage  crops  ocupied  99  -88  per  cent  of  the 

area  devoted  to  field  culture,  in  1900,  proj 

portioned  as  follows :  wheat,  71  *3  per  cent  i 

oats,  20-82  per  cent;  barley,  5-07  per  cent  I 

flax,  0  *52  per  cent ;  potatoes,  0  *58  per  cent  p 

and  forage  crops,  1  *59  per  cent.     The  acre 

age  in  wheat  has  increased  during  the  de 

cade  by  119  per  cent,  of  oats  by  124  pel 

cent,  of  barley  by  147  per  cent,  and  of  poL 

tatoes  by  64  per  cent.    A  great  part  of  thl 

hay    crop    was    produced    from    unbrokeJi 

prairie  ;  the  yield  of  1900  being  7,471  ton 

less  than  that  of  1890.     An  acreage  of  2i 

756,106  acres   was  under  crop   in  the  lasi 

census,  representing  an  increase  at  the  em 

of  the  decade  of  1,523,532  acres,  or  124  pej 

cent.     The  following  table  shows  the  aveni 

age  yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  fo; 

the  harvests  of  1890  and  1900  : 

1900.       189(; 

Wheat bush.  9:34  17  £ 

Oats "  18-46  32-f 

Barley "  19-09  25'? 

Potatoes "  119-74  179'« 

The  season  of  1900,  it  is  explained,  v 
very  unfavourable  for  grain  crops  through 
out  Manitoba  and  the  Territories  ;  const 
quently  the  averages  of  production  per  i 
are  less  than  those  of  the  former  Censi 
for  the  province,  as  shown  in  this  table. ; 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

Compared  with  the  former  census,  an 
crease  is  shown  in  the  number  of  horses  ' 
farms  and  lots  of  89  per  cent,  milch 
71  per  cent,  other  horned  cattle  41  per 
swine   133  per   cent,   and  poultry  115  p 
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cent.  Sheep  show  a  decrease  of  18  per  cent. 
There  are,  on  an  average  5  horses  to  each 
farm,  4  milch  cows  6  other  horned  cattle, 
1  sheep,  4  swine  and  34  poultry  of  all  kinds. 
In  the  table  of  animal  products  for  the 
number  killed  or  sold  for  slaughter  or  ex- 
port, an  increase  is  shown  of  46,469  in  cat- 
tle, of  194  in  sheep  and  of  83,082  in  swine. 
A  greater  decrease  of  sheep  has  taken  place 
in  the  coarse-wool  breeds,  the  quantity  of 
fine  wool  being  less  than  at  the  former  cen- 
sus by  only  1,155  pounds,  while  the  coarse 
wool  is  less  by  24,222.  The  production  of 
home-made  butter  is  3,846,293  pounds 
greater  than  10  years  ago,  and  20  factories 
have  been  put  into  operation  in  the  decade. 
The  production  of  5,038,062  dozen  eggs, 
valued  at  $605,534,  is  enumerated. 

Agricultural  Values  in  Manitoba. 

The  total  value  of  farms  and  lots  with 

the  buildings  thereon  amounted  to  $113,- 

283,261,  as  shown  in  the  Census  Bulletin, 

the   value   of   implements   and   machinery 

being  placed  at  $12,169,619  ;  of  live  stock 

at  $25,902,201,   and  of   crops   and   animal 

products  of  the  census  year  at  $24,415,255. 

The  total  value  of  farm  property  is  $149,- 

617,965,    of    which    sum,    land    represents 

62:30  per  cent,  buildings  13*40  per  cent, 

implements  and  machinery  8*02  per  cent, 

and  live  stock  6  *28  per  cent.    The  average 

Manitoba  farm  of  277*96  acres,  of  which 

125*51  acres  is  improved,  is  valued  at  $4,- 

103.19,  of  which  $3,560.22  is  represented  in 

lands  and  buildings,  $377.15  in  implements 

uid  machinery,  and  $765.82  in  live  stock. 

The  gross  value  of  farm  products  for  the 

3ensus  year  was  $16,815,964  for  crops,  and 

i>7,221,883  for  animal  products,  making  an 

aggregate  of  $24,037,847,  or  $755.62  in  the 

fear  for  an  average  farm,  which  is  16  *07 

)er  cent  of  the  investment.    It  is  pointed 

»ut  that  this  low  average  is  the  result  of 

he  failure  of  the  grain  crops  in  the  year 

n  which  the  last  census  was  taken. 

The  following  additional  statistics  as  to 

gricultural   values   in   Manitoba   may   be 

uoted  from  the  Bulletin  : — 

The  average  value   of  horses  on   farms    per 
ead  is  $96.19,  milch  cows  $33.52,  other  horned 


cattle  $18.87,  sheep  $4.88,  and  swine  $6.89  ;  and 
the  average  value  of  horses  per  farm  is  $461.33, 
milch  cows  $141.36,  other  horned  cattle  $119.61, 
sheep  $4.35,  swine  $26.76,  and  poultry  and  bees 
$12.41. 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the 
milk  and  cream  sold  to  cheese  and  butter 
factories,  amounting  to  $318,714.  There  were  in 
operation  in  the  province  during  the  census 
year  67  factories,  of  which  three  made  cheese 
and  butter,  39  made  cheese  only  and  25  made 
butter  only.  The  cheese  product  was  1,257,413 
pounds,  worth  $120,344,  and  the  butter  product 
1,506,682  pounds'  worth  $282,487,  making  a  total 
value  of  $402,831.  In  the  former  census  year 
there  were  23  cheese  factories  and  8  cream- 
eries in  the  province,  and  the  total  value  of 
their  product  was  $103,887. 

The  extent  of  land  rented  as  farms  is  769,254 
acres,  and  the  rental  value  for  the  year  is 
$514,488,  being  an  average  of  $0.67  per  acre  or 
$186.23  a  year  for  an  average  farm.  The  rate 
of  wages  for  hired  labour  on  the  farm,  includ- 
ing board,  is  $6.24  per  week. 

Agricultural    Areas    in    the    North-west 

Territories. 

Of  a  total  land  surface  area  of  187,932,- 
617  acres  contained  in  the  North-west  Ter- 
ritories, only  6,569,064  acres,  or  3  *5  per 
cent  is  occupied  as  farms  and  lots.  The 
average  size  of  the  farms  is  288  acres,  and 
of  the  lots  0*92  acres.  About  39  per  cent 
of  the  lots  are  an  acre  or  more,  and  of  the 
22,813  farms  of  five  acres  and  over,  64*08 
per  cent  are  of  from  101  to  200  acres,  34  *05 
per  cent  of  from  201  acres  and  more,  the 
balance  being  under  100  acres  in  area.  On 
farm  lands  93  *22  per  cent  are  owned  and 
6*78  per  cent  are  leased  or  rented  ;  while 
of  the  lots  80  per  cent  are  owned  and  20 
per  cent  are  rented.  About  five-sixths  of 
the  lands  in  lots  is  in  an  improved  state 
and  24*31  per  cent  of  the  farms.  The  un- 
improved land  consists  of  119,350  acres  in 
forest,  and  4,852,359  in  various  other  con- 
ditions unfitted  for  cultivation.  Field 
crops,  exclusive  of  hay,  occupy  53  per  cent 
of  the  improved  land.  Forest  plantations 
cover  270  acres  and  trees  have  been  planted 
on  farms  and  lots  to  the  number  of  478,427, 
or  an  average  of  21  for  each  farm  and  lot. 

Fruit-Growing. 

There  are  only  264  acres  under  or- 
chard in  the  Territories,  of  which  two 
acres  are  on  lots.  The  land  under 
vegetables  and  small  fruits  has  in- 
creased   from    1,268    acres,    in    1891,    to 
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2,541,  in  1901.  The  total  number  of  bearing 
and  non-bearing  apple  trees  in  the  Terri- 
tories is  2,488,  of  peach  trees,  305,  of  pear 
trees  1,301,  of  plum  trees  4,392,  of  cherry 
trees  1,845,  of  other  fruit  trees  70,  and  of 
grape  vines  1,385.  The  yield  of  fruit  trees 
in  the  last  census  year  was  1,590  bushels  ; 
in  the  former  census  year  it  was  1,879 
bushels. 

Field  Crops  in  the  Territories. 

Wheat,  oats,  barley,  potatoes  and  forage 
constitute  the  chief  crops  of  the  Territor- 
ies, occupying  over  99  per  cent  of  the  whole 
area  devoted  to  field  culture  in  1900.  The 
comparative  importance  of  these  crops,  ac- 
cording to  the  area  occupied,  was  as  fol- 
lows :  Wheat,  62 :83  p.c. ;  oats,  30  -75  p.c. ; 
barley,  2  -71  p.c. ;  potatoes,  1  -18  p.c,  and  for- 
age crops,  1  *99  p.c.  Wheat  planting  showed 
an  increase  during  the  decade  of  409 
p.c.  ;  oats,  2 :72  p.  c.  ;  barley,  120  p.c.  ; 
potatoes,  137  p.  c,  and  rye,  1,870  p.  c. 
Almost  the  whole  of  the  hay.  crop  was 
produced  from  unbroken  prairie,  the  yield 
having  increased  from  155,860  tons  in  1890 
to  831,157  tons  in  1900.  The  whole  area 
under  crop  in  the  Territories  is  estimated 
to  have  increased  by  649,073  acres,  or  333 
p.c.  in  the  last  ten  years. 

The  following  table  shows  the  average 

yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  for 

the  harvests  of  1890  and  1900  :— 

1900.         1890. 

Wheat bush.  17-17  15?70 

Oats "  23-35  26-42 

Barley "  20-68  25'45 

Potatoes "  128:74  138-30 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  season 
of  1900  was  very  unfavourable  for  grain 
crops  throughout  Manitoba  and  the  Terri- 
tories, though  the  average  of  production  per 
acre  is  nearly  as  good  as  in  the  former 
census. 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

During  the  past  ten  years  an  increase  of 
189  p.c.  is  shown  in  the  number  of  horses 
in  the  Territories,  milch  cows  178  p.c, 
other  horned  cattle,  151  p.c,  sheep,  137  p.c, 
sWine,  487  p.c,  and  poultry,  187  p.c.  The 
averages  of  live  stock  per  farm  are :  Horses 
7,  milch   cows  4,   other  horned  cattle  19, 


sheep  6,  swine  3,  and  poultry  23.     There  j 
was  an  increase  of  183  p.c.  in  cattle,  of  66 
p.c.  in  sheep,  and  113  p.c.  in  swine.     The 
quantity  of  coarse  wool  is  greater  than  inn 
1890  by  71,152  lbs.,  and  the  fine  wool  pro-  II 
duct  by   272,194  lbs.     The  production  ofU 
home-made  butter  has  nearly  doubled,  and 
ten  factories  have  gone  into  operation  dur-Jj 
ing  the   decade.     The  production  of  eggsll 
was  2,197,237  dozen,  valued  at  $326,848,  in 
1900.  I 

Agricultural  Values  in  the  Territories. 

The  total  value  of  land  and  buildings  is 
$44,803,361,  for  implements  and  machinery,!:: 
$6,061,656,  for  live  stock,  $28,225,323,  and; 
for  crops  and  animal  products  of  the  cen-l 
sus  year,  $13,389,665.     The  total  value  ofi 
farm  property  is  $76,331,742,  of  which  sum 
land     represents     47*20    p.c;     buildings, 
11-48   p.c;     implements,    7^88    p.c,    and! 
live    stock,  33*44  p.c.       The    value    of    a 
farm   of   average   size   in   the    Territories; 
(287*94  acres,  whereof  70:01  acres  are  im-jj 
proved  and  217.93  unimproved)  is  $3,345.97]  j 
of  which  $1,963.60  for  land  and  buildings. V 
The  aggregate  value  of  farm  products  id] 
the  census  year  was  $12,802,296,  or  $561.19H 
for  the  average  farm,  thus  representing  a 
return  of  16*77    p.c.    on    the    investment. 
Field  crops  represented  56  *35   p.c.    of   the 
value  of  the  year's  production,  live  stock 
26 :01  p.c,  and  dairy  products  9  *19  p.c 

The  following  statistics  are  added  in  the 

bulletin  : — 

The  average  value  of  horses  on  farms  pei 
head  is  $64.67,  milch  cows  $34.98,  other  hornec 
cattle  $25.80,  sheep  $3.88,  and  swine  $5.76  ;  anr 
the  average  value  of  horses  per  farm  is  $433.41 
milch  cows  $143.38,  other  horned  cattle  $492.71 
sheep  $21.96,  swine  $18.07  and  poultry  and  bees 
$9.24. 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the 
milk  and  cream  sold  to  cheese  and  butter  fac 
tories,  amounting  to  $80,198.  There  were  ii 
operation  in  the  Territories  during  the  censu 
year  15  factories,  of  which  two  made  chees< 
only  and  13  made  butter  only.  The  cheese  pro 
duct  was  22,693  lbs.,  worth  $3,254,  and  th 
butter  product  476,034  lbs.,  worth  $98,01 
making  a  total  value  of  $101,271.  In  the  forme: 
census  year  there  were  four  cheese  factorie 
and  three  creameries  in  the  Territories,  am 
the  total  value  of  the  product  was  $17,322. 

The  extent  of  land  rented  as  farms  is  445,54 
acres,  and  the  rental  value  for  the  year  i 
$156,847,  being  an  average  of  $0.35  per  pcre  o 
$100.78  a  year  for  an  average  farm.  The  rat 
of  wages  for  hired  labour  on  the  farm,  Includ 
ing  board,  is  $6.83  per  week. 
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CONVENTION  OF  THE  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  MINING  ASSOCIATION  AT 

VICTORIA,    B.C. 


I 


An  important  event  of  the  present  indus-  the  crediting  of  the  delegates,  the  arrange- 
trial  season  in  Canada  was  the  holding  of  ment  of  proportional  representation,  and 
a  convention  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  during  the  other  matters.  Various  speeches  were  made 
closing  days  of  February  and  the  opening  relating  to  the  objects  of  the  meeting  and 
days  of  the  past  month,  for  the  purpose  of  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by  the  association, 
completing  the  organization  of  a  Provincial  The  consensus  of  opinion,  as  expressed  at 
Mining  Association  and  for  the  discussion  the  opening  session,  was  that  the  associa- 
of  various  topics  of  interest  pertaining  to  tion  should  not  be  a  technical  one,  nor  yet 
the  mining  industry  in  that  province.  In  commercial  or  financial,  and  that  it  should 
view  of  the  importance  of  mining  in  British  not  have  anything  to  do  with  the  labour  pro- 
Columbia,  both  in  relation  to  the  other  blem,  or  interfere  in  any  way  with  labour 
industries  of  the  province  and  to  the  min-  unions,  but  simply  concern  itself  on  behalf 
ing  industry  throughout  the  Dominion,  and  of  the  mining  industry  and  in  promoting 
in  view  of  the  conditions  at  present  report-  and  protecting  the  legal  rights  and  privi- 
ed  as  existing  in  the  mining  situation  in  leges  of  miners,  prospectors,  mine  owners 
British  Columbia,  many  of  the  views  ex-  and  mine  investors,  the  improvement  of  the 
pressed  and  the  general  action  of  the  con-  present  depressed  condition  of  the  industry 
vention  are  of  interest  throughout  Canada,  and  the  restoration  of  confidence  in  legi- 
An  attempt  was  made  to  bring  together  at  timate  mining  investments,  being  stated  as 
the  convention  representatives  of  every  in-  the  leading  objects  of  the  organization  of 
terest  dependent  .upon  the  Mining  Industry  the  association.  The  balance  of  the  open- 
in  British  Columbia,  and  the  programme  ing  day  was  devoted  to  a  civic  reception 
of  topics  introduced  for  discussion  was  held  at  the  City  Hall.  The  labour  union 
made  inclusive,  in  so  far  as  possible,  of  delegates  to  the  convention,  to  the  num- 
every  aspect  of  the  present  situation.  The  ber  of  twenty-four,  also  held  a  separate 
following  brief  report  of  the  proceedings  of  meeting  in  the  evening, 
the  convention  has  reference  only  to   the 

more   important   measures    discussed    and  The  Mining  Tax  Discussed. 

adopted.  rj^  discussion  0f  the  two  per  cent  nvin- 

rt       .       _            .  enral  tax  and  kindred  subjects  occupied  the 

Opening  Proceedings.  attention  of  the  delegates  over  a  consider- 

The  meeting,  as  called  together  by  the  able  period  of  the  second  day's  meeting  of 
piovincial  organization  of  the  association,  the  convention.  The  resolution  presented 
consisted  of  representatives  from  every  sec-  was  to  the  effect  that  the  provincial  gov- 
tion  of  the  province  and  of  every  depart-  ernment  should  be  urged  to  abolish  the  so- 
ment  of  the  industry.  In  all  there  were  in  called  two  per  cent  mineral  tax  upon  the 
the  neighbourhood  of  two  hundred  and  output  of  mines  'because  of  its  injurious 
sixty-five  delegates  present.  A  feature  of  effect  in  entirely  repressing  the  mining  of 
the  personnel  of  the  convention  in  this  con-  low  grade  ore  and  because  of  its  effect 
nection  was  the  care  with  which  delegates  in  discouraging  the  investment  of  outside 
were  chosen  by  the  various  localities  repre-  capital.'  The  matter  was  thoroughly  dis- 
sented. The  opening  meeting  was  held  in  cussed  in  the  morning  session  and  carried 
the  Board  of  Trade  rooms,  Victoria,  on  the  with  only  one  dissenting  voice, 
morning  of  February  25,  being  called  to  At  the  afternoon  session  of  February  25 
order  by  the  chairman  of  the  executive  com-  the  convention  endorsed  the  resolutions 
mittee  of  the  local  branch.  A  local  chair-  passed  by  the  Silver  Lead  Mines  at  Sandon 
man  was  appointed  and  other  business  of  on  December  17,  1902,  urging  the  enact- 
a  preliminary  nature  transacted,  such    as  ment  of  a  tariff  act  in  protection  of  the 
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producers,  manufacturers  and  transporters 
of  lead.  A  resolution  recommending  the 
establishment  of  a  separate  portfolio  of 
Mines  at  Ottawa  in  order  to  promote  the 
development  of  the  mineral  resources  of 
the  Dominion  was  proposed  but  was  held 
over  for  further  consideration.  As  sup- 
plementary to  the  resolution  regarding  the 
abolishment  of  the  two  per  cent  tax  the 
convention  put  itself  on  record  as  not  being 
opposed  to  a  fair  and  equitable  taxation  of 
the  mining  industry. 

Various  Resolutions  Passed. 

Various  resolutions  of  importance  were 
passed  during  the  third  day's  proceedings 
of  the  convention.  Among  these  reference 
may  be  made  to  the  following  :  A  resolu- 
tion to  the  effect  that  the  collection  by  the 
government  of  dues  in  respect  to  timber 
and  cordwood  cut  and  used  by  the  owner 
on  his  own  mines  and  mineral  claims  for 
mining  purposes  should  be  discontinued, 
was  passed  unanimously.  A  resolution  to 
repeal  the  code  signals  for  mine  hoisting 
was  discussed,  and  an  amendment  carried 
to  the  effect  that  the  government  should 
be  urged  to  immediately  obtain  information 
and  advice  from  miners  and  mine  owners 
as  to  the  amendment  of  the  code,  so  as  to 
make  it  as  perfect  and  safe  as  possible. 
At  the  afternoon  session  of  February  27 
the  ■  amendment  of  the  Provincial  Boiler 
Inspection  Act  was  discussed,  final  action 
being  deferred.  It  was  resolved  that  own- 
ers of  Crown-granted  mineral  claims  sold 
for  taxes  should  have  the  same  right  of 
redemption  for  six  months  as  is  accorded 
to  all  other  owners  of  Crown-granted  or 
other  lands  sold  for  taxes.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  convention  the  law  relating  to  free 
miners'  certificates  should  be  amended  so 
that  failure  to  keep  up  a  ±ree  miner's  ceiti- 
ficate  shall  work  forfeiture  for  rights  ac- 
quired in  it.  Resolutions  to  the  eifect 
that,  for  purposes  of  taxation,  Crown-grant- 
ed mineral  claims  should  be  placed  in  the 
same  position  as  other  mineral  claims,  and 
that  a  commission  should  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  transportation  matters  as  they 
bear  upon  the  mining  industry,  were  also 
discussed. 


The  Adjustment  of  Labour  Difficulties. 

The  report  on  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws of  the  association  occupied  the  bulk 
of  the  convention's  attention  for  the 
balance  of  the  third  day's  session,  the  dis- 
cussion was  of  particular  interest  from  the 
standpoint  of  labour,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  it  elicited  a  number  of  interesting  ex- 
pressions of  opinion  from  the  delegates 
on  the  question  as  to  what  should  be  the 
attitude  of  the  new  organization  in  respect 
to  disputes  between  capital  and  labour. 
After  a  thorough  discussion  of  the  expedi-j 
ency  of  the  association  dealing  with  dis- 
putes between  capital  and  labour,  the  sec- 
tion of  the  constitution  recommending  that 
the  association  should  be  non-political,  end 
should  have  nothing  to  do  with  any  labour 
problem,  nor  interfere  in  any  way  with 
labour  unions,  was  referred  back  to  the 
committee  for  a  further  report. 

At  the  evening  session  of  February  27, 
further  reference  was  made  to  the  abolition 
of  the  two  per  cent  tax.  The  convention 
suggested  as  a  substitute  the  levying  of  a 
tax  upon  the  net  annual  income  of  the 
mine.  The  reduction  of  the  government  fee 
for  Crown  grants  of  the  mineral  clai 
from  $25  to  $10  was  recommended,  and  thel 
necessity  of  the  supression  by  the  govern-  i 
ment  of  fraudulent  statements  regarding 
mining  property  in  British  Columbia  was 
strongly   endorsed. 


The  Fourth  Day's  Proceedings. 

On  February  26,  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening  sessions  of  the  convention  were! 
held  and  much  important  business  trans- 
acted. A  constitution  and  by-laws  were 
adopted,  officers  were  elected,  and  resolu-l 
tions  were  passed  urging  the  government 
to  take  action  to  prevent  the  occurrence  oi 
disastrous  disputes  between  capital  an 
labour. 

The  section  of  the  constitution  above 

ferred  to   as  defining  the  position  of 

association  with  regard  to  disputes  betw< 

capital  and  labour  was  amended  to  read 

follows  : — 

t  This  association  shall  be  non-political 
and  shall  not  permit  discussions  in  any  o: 


t 
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its  conventions  or  meetings  on  social  pro- 
blems; nor  shall  it  interfere  in  any  way 
with  labour  unions ;  provided,  however,  that 
the  association  shall  be  at  liberty  to  use  its 
good  offices  in  adjusting  and  se tiling  min- 
ing labour  difficulties/ 

A  resolution  urging  the  provincial  legis- 
lature not  to  enact  legislation  affecting  the 
mineral  industry  of  the  province  unless 
th(j.  same  has  been  approved  by  the  associa- 
tion, or  unless  the  association  has  been 
given  a  reasonable  period  within  which  to 
consider  and  advise  on  such  contemplated 
legislation,  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

With  regard  to  the  Boiler  Inspection  Act, 
it  was  recommended  that  the  government 
should  be  asked  to  investigate  the  operation 
of  the  Act  with  a  view  to  its  amendment. 

At  the  afternoon  session,  after  the  elec- 
tion of  officers,  and  in  order  that  a  repre- 
sentative body  of  men  may  be  obtained  for 
the  executive  committee,  the  convention 
dissolved  itself  into  five  sections  represent- 
ing the  different  classes,  as  follows  :  (1) 
ers  and  prospectors,  (2)  mine  managers, 
and  owners,  (3)  smelters,  (4)  business  and 
professional  men,  and  (5)  farmers  and 
others.  The  convention  wTas  addressed  by 
the  Lieutenant  Governor. 


! 


Labour  Commission  Recommended. 

In  view  of  present  conditions  in  the  min- 
ing industry  in  British  Columbia,  the  fol- 
owing  resolutions  passed,  on  February  28, 
)y  the  association,  is  of  considerable  sig- 
lificance  and  interest  : — 

'  Resolved,  that  the  government  of  Bri- 
ish  Columbia  is  hereby  requested  to  forth- 
with appoint  a  commisison  of  three  mem- 
•ers  whose  duties  it  shall  be  to  examine  as 
ully  as  posible  into  the  existing  relations 
f  employer  and  employees  engaged  in  the 
uining  industry  in  this  province,  and  to 
father  data  on  the  question  of  capital  and 
abour  therein  employed;  the  said  commis- 
ion  in  the  meantime  to  be  regarded  as  a 
onciliation  board  in  any  mining  labour 
roubles  that  may  occur  with  a  view  to  the 
ettlement  and  prevention  of  such  trade 
isturbance.' 

5 


Intervention  in  the  Femie  Coal  Strike. 

At  the  evening  session  of  February  28  a 
delegation  from  the  convention  was  ap- 
pointed to  proceed  to  Fernie  to  meet  the 
management  and  the  employees  of  the 
Crow's  Nest  Coal  Company,  and  endeavour 
to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  strike, 
the  expenses  of  the  delegation  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  association. 

The  Placer  Mining  Act. 

The  committee  on  the  placer  mines  pre- 
sented a  lengthy  report  dealing  with  the 
Placer  Mining  Act  of  the  province,  changes 
in  which  were  recommended  in  many  im- 
portant particulars.  The  report,  after  a 
lengthy  discussion  by  the  convention,  was 
carried. 

Closing  Day's  Session. 

The  convention  held  its  closing  session 
on  Monday,  March  2.  There  were  two  im- 
portant incidents  which  marked  the  final 
day's  proceedings,  namely,  the  announce- 
ment from  the  manager  of  the  Crow's  Nest 
Company  of  the  willingness  of  the  company 
to  lend  every  assistance  to  the  commission 
of  inquiry  into  the  strike  at  Fernie,  and 
the  selection  of  Victoria  as  the  meeting 
place  for  the  next  convention.  It  was 
moved  and  carried  that  in  view  of  the  scar- 
city of  coal  and  coke,  as  supplied  by  the 
Crow's  Nest  coal  mines  to  the  smelters 
and  mines  of  British  Columbia,  the 
Dominion  government  be  requested  to 
take  steps  for  the  immediate  open- 
ing of  coal  mines  on  the  50,000  acres, 
held  by  it  in  South-east  Kootenay, 
under  such  provisions  as  would  ensure 
a  large  supply  at  an  early  date  and  at 
a  reasonable  price.  The  convention  dis- 
persed with  many  expressions  of  satisfac- 
tion among  the  delegates  with  the  results 
of  the  meeting.  The  association  since  that 
date  has  received  the  endorsation  of  seve- 
ral public  bodies  throughout  the  province. 
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COST  OF  LIVING  IN  CANADA— SPECIAL  INVESTIGATION  BY  THE  DEPART- 

MENT  OF  LABOUR. 


THE  phrase  (  cost  of  living'  has  been  well 
defined  as  meaning  the  purchasing 
power  of  money  on  the  retail  market  in 
the  procurement  of  food,  shelter,  raiment, 
and  of  things  generally  which  are  chosen 
by  the  purchasers  thereof  for  their  personal 
or  family  use  as  necessaries  or  luxuries  of 
life.  Necessaries  are  popularly  so  termed 
because  each  of  them  is  required  in  greater 
or  less  quantity  by  each  person  or  family, 
the  quantity  depending,  in  each  individual 
case,  on  personal  taste  or  of  purchasing 
ability  or  of  both.  Luxuries  are  popularly 
so  termed  because,  as  a  rule,  the  prices 
which  their  quality  or  scarcity  commands 
places  them  beyond  the  reach  of  the  masses. 
The  popular  line  thus  drawn  between  ne- 
cessaries and  luxuries  is  sufficient  for  all 
practical  purposes.  In  an  investigation  for 
cost  of  living,  while  it  is  true  that  to  be 
absolutely  correct  luxuries  should  be  taken 
into  account,  for  practical  purposes  they 
may  be  disregarded. 

The  cost  of  living,  as  thus  defined,  is  not 
1he  same  at  all  times,  or  in  all  countries, 
nor  at  all  places  in  the  same  countries,, 
chiefly  because,  in  the  present  stage  of  dis- 
tributive agencies,  the  prices  paid  for  things 
tha  may  be  deemed  exactly  alike  or  equi- 
valent in  quantity  or  quality  are  more  or 
less  affected  by  general,  national  and  local 
conditions  or  influences  of  various  kinds. 
There  are  in  fact  even  marked  and  some- 
times extraordinary  differences  between  the 
retail  prices  of  the  same  article  even  in  the 
same  cities,  according  to  location,  and  the 
class  of  purchasers.  The  tendency,  never- 
theless, is  towards  a  widespread  equaliza- 
tion of  prices. 

Importance  of   Cost  of  Living. 

The  cost  of  living  is  a  subject  than  which 
there  are  few,  if  any,  of  greater  interest  to 
all  classes  in  the  community,  both  histori- 
cally, as  an  index  of  material  prosperity  or 
the  reverse,  and  as  a  factor  of  wide  practic- 
al application,  information  permitting  of  a 


comparison  of  individual  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures is  of  the  very  first  importance. 
Since  its  establishment  the  Department  of 
Labour  has  published  in  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette many  statistical  tables  on  the  rates  of 
wages  and  hours  of  employment  current  in 
a  large  number  of  trades  in  the  various 
cities  and  larger  industrial  centres  in  the 
several  provinces  of  the  Dominion.  There 
have  also  been  published  on  two  or  three 
occasions  brief  statistical  tables  setting 
forth  the  current  prices  of  commodities  of 
general  consumption,  the  rents  of  dwellings 
and  the  cost  of  board  and  lodging  in  the 
several  cities  of  the  Dominion.* 

There  are  few  subjects  in  regard  to  which) 
information     has     been     more     generally  j 
sought  from  the  department  since  its  estab- 
lishment than  this  one  of  costs  of  living,' 
and  this  information  has  been  asked  for  so 
as  to  admit  of  comparisons  being  made  not] 
only  between  the  cost  of  living  in  one  part 
of  the  Dominion  and  in  other  parts,  or  dur- 
ing the  present  year  as  compared  with  pre- 
vious  years,   but   also   for   the   purpose  oi 
enabling  comparisons  to  be  made  betweei 
the  cost  of  living  in  this  country  and 
other  countries  as  well.     In  order  to  be  able 
to  satisfactorily  meet  future  inquiries  of 
similar  sort  the  department  commenced  ii 
the  month  of  November,  3902,  a  special  in- 
vestigation into  this  subject. 

Investigation  of  the  Department. 


The  investigation  was  conducted  with 
view  to  collecting  and  classifying  informa 
tion  which  might  serve  the  threefold  pur 
pose  which  the  inquiries  of  the  departmen 
suggested  it  was  advisable  to  meet.  T\v( 
methods  were  adopted  for  procuring  th< 
information:  personal  investigation  by  offi' 
cers  of  the  department  in  particular  lo 
calities  and  investigation  conducted  b; 
means  of  correspondence  with   the  aid  o 


*  The  articles  herein  referred  to  will  be  foun 
under  the  title  of  '  Cost  of  Living  in  Canada  '  1 
the  following  number  of   the  Labour  Gazette. 
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printed  schedules  from  the  offices  of  the 
department.  In  both  cases  the  information 
obtained  was  to  be  first-hand  information  ; 
all  quotations  of  prices,  rents  or  the  like, 
to  be  accepted  only  from  persons  in  a  po- 
sition to  give  such  information.  Except  for 
purposes  of  comparison  with  previous  years 
the  quotations  to  be  taken  were  to  be  cur- 
rent quotations  only.  In  the  excepted  in- 
stances the  information  might  be  gathered 
from  a  variety  of  sources,  including  pub- 
lished quotations  contained  in  printed  re- 
cords of  publications  extending  over  a 
period  of  years. 

An  effort  was  made  in  regard  to  the 
items  on  which  information  was  sought,  to 
embrace  in  this  list  all  such  commodities 
as  enter  most  largely  into  the  general  con- 
sumption of  all  classes  in  the  community, 
including  what  are  commonly  spoken  of  as 
the  necessaries  of  life.  Under  this  gen- 
eral caption  are  included  the  prices  of  pro- 
visions, groceries,  dry  goods,  clothing  and 
rents,  and  each  of  these  main  divisions  of 
the  family  budget  has  been  made  the  sub- 
ject of  special  investigation. 

Personal  Investigation. 

The  expense  and  time  involved  in  the 
personal  investigations  by  officers  of  the 
department  necessitated  the  restricting  of 
this  part  of  the  inquiry  to  a  few  localities. 
It  was  conducted  mainly  with  a  view  to 
securing  the  basis  of  a  comparison  between 
the  cost  of  living  in  some  of  the  most  im- 
portant commercial  and  industrial  centres 
in  the  United  States  with  a  few  of  the  more 
important  industrial  centres  in  Canada. 
New  York,  Boston,  Buffalo  and  Rochester 
were  the  cities  chosen  in  the  United  States. 
In  Canada  a  personal  investigation  "was 
made  to  supplement  the  investigation  con- 
ducted by  correspondents  in  regard  to  sev- 
eral of  the  most  important  industrial 
centres. 

Investigation  by  Correspondence. 

The  following  copies  of  circular  commu- 
nications sent  by  the  department  to  inter- 
ested parties,  together  with  copies  of  sche- 
dules inclosed  with  the  same,  will  serve  to 


show  the  scope  of  the  department's  investi- 
gation, and  the  method  in  which  that  part 
of  the  investigation  which  was  conducted 
by  correspondents  has  been  carried  on. 

Department  op  Labour,  Canada, 
Ottawa,  February,  1903. 
Sir  — 

The  Department  of  Labour  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  making  a  special  investigation  into 
prices  and  cost  of  living  in  Canada,  wjth  a  view 
to  _  making  comparisons  between  the  cost  of 
living  in  other  countries  and  the  Dominion,  and 
also  between  localities  in  different  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  The  investigation  is  being  made  in 
pursuance  of  Sec.  10,  Chap.  24,  63-64  Vic. 
(An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Publication  of  Statis- 
tical and  Industrial  Information,  assented  to 
July  18th,  1900)  which  provides  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  shall  collect,  digest  and  pub- 
lish in  suitable  form,  statistical  and  other  in- 
formation, and  conduct  enquiries  into  questions 
upon  which  adequate  information  may  not  at 
present  be  available. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  wherein  re- 
liable information  on  the  cost  of  living  would 
be  of  advantage  to  all  classes  in  the  community. 
The  department,  however,  can  only  hope  to  have 
its  information  authentic  and  complete  in  so  far 
as  it  is  able  to  receive  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  merchants  and  others  who  are  in 
a  position  to  furnish  the  exact  data. 

I  am  sending  this  communication  with  a  blank 
schedule  form  enclosed,  with  a  respectful  re- 
quest from  the  department  that  you  will  have 
the  kindness  to  fill  in  on  the  schedule  the  re- 
tail prices  of  the  commodities  mentioned,  in  so 
far  as  your  business  may  afford  opportunity  for 
furnishing  this  information.  What  is  desired 
is  a  statement  of  the  actual  retail  prices  at 
which  the  commodities  in  question  are  selling 
at  the  present  time  ;  if  the  prices  of  the  ar- 
ticles mentioned  are  subject  to  variation,  then 
a  statement  as  to  the  lowest  and  highest  selling 
rates  which  have  existed  at  any  time  during 
the  past  year,  for  a  period  of  more  than  one 
or  two  weeks'  duration,  with  an  indication  of 
the  months  in  which  the  prices  were  highest 
and  lowest.  Where  it  is  possible  to  give  a 
fairly  accurate  average  price  it  is  particularly 
desirable  that  such  should  be  given. 

In  the  schedule  enclosed  the  department  has 
endeavoured  to  set  forth  the  class  of  com- 
modities which  enter  most  largely  into  the 
general  consumption  of  most  people  in  the 
community.  It  may  be,  however,  that  the  grade 
or  variety  of  the  commodity  which  meets  with 
the  most  general  sale  has  not  been  specified  at 
all,  or  wrongly  specified,  in  the  schedule  here- 
with. In  such  cases  it  is  very  desirable,  if  pos- 
sible, that  the  returns  sent  in  should  be  made 
to  indicate  the  quantities  or  varieties  of  ihe 
articles  in  regard  to  which  information  is  given. 
It  is  in  regard  to  the  grades  and  quantities 
Avhich  are  in  most  general  demand  that  infor- 
mation is  mostly  desired. 

The  department  is  well  aware  that  an  answer 
to  these  questions  may  involve  some  little  care 
and  trouble  on  your  part.  In  view,  however,  of 
the  extreme  importance  of  such  information  to 
the  public  everywhere,  you  may  be  willing  to 
give  as  full  a  statement  in  regard  to  this 
matter  as  your  business  interests  will  permit. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to 
publish  the  results  of  this  investigation  in  the 
Labour  Gazette  as  soon  as  the  information  ob- 
tained can  be  properly  classified.     As  the  work 
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of  compiling  the  tables  has  already  commenced, 
it  would  assist  the  department  .materially  in, 
giving  the  results  of  this  investigation  to  the 
public  at  an  early  date,  if  you  would  have  the 
kindness  to  return  the  form  filled  out  as  soon 
after  receiving  it  as  possible.  I  enclose  here- 
with an  envelope  to  b9  used  in  returning  the 
schedule,  and  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  no 
postage  is  required  on  replies  sent  in  by  you. 

I  have  to  add  that  any  information  you    may 
be   good     enough    to    furnish    will  be  used  for 


statistical  purposes  only,  and  that  in  no  case, 
other  than  in  a  general  way,  will  the  sources 
of  the  information  be  disclosed. 

Thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  may  give 
to  the  matter. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 


Reference  No 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  C,  No.  1. 


SPECIAL   INVESTIGATION   INTO   PRICES   AND   COST   OF   LIVING. 

Schedule  A. — Retail  Prices  of  Groceries. 


Locality 


City  or  Town. 


Province  or  State. 


Date  at  which  information  given .  .  . 
Name  of  firm  supplying  information 


Articles. 


Flour,  wheat,  superfine. 

H  ii         

.1      family 

H  ii         

Flour,  rye 


Cornmeal  (white).  . . 
i.  (yellow).  . . 

Oatmeal 

Rice 

Beans 


Tea,  black  (Oolong)  . . . . 

(  )*• 

Tea,  green  (  ). . 

Coffee,  roasted  (Rio). . . . 

.1  (Java)  . . 

(  ) 

Sugar,  granulated    

ii      good  brown ...    . 
ii       coffee 


Bass 

of 

Quantities! 


Barrel . .  . 
25  pounds 
Barrel . . 
25  pound 
Barrel  . 
Pound  . 


Quart 
Pound 


Molasses  ( 


Syrup. 


( 


)• 


Gallon 


Soap,  common. 
Starch  


Coal  oil  ( 


In( 


H 
ii 


Pound 


Gallon .. . . 


Av 

erage  Retail 

Prices. 

Remark-. 

s 

1-5 

Mar. 

April. 

May. 

July. 

be 

< 

Sept. 

V 

O 

>" 

o 

d 

Q 

• 

)  please  state  quality  or  class  usually  sold. 
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Reference  No. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  C,  No.  2. 


SPECIAL   INVESTIGATION   INTO   PRICES   AND   COST   OF   LIVING. 

Schedule  B. — Detail  Prices  of  Provisions. 


Locality 


City  or  Town. 


Province  or  State. 


Date  at  which  information  given 


Name  of  firm  supplying  information 


Articles. 


Beef,  roasting  ...... 

ii      soup 

ii      rump  steak. . . . 

ii      corned 

Veal,  fore  quarter . . . 

n      hind  quarter  .  . 

ii      cutlets ........ 

Mutton,  fore  quarter 

«        leg 

n        chops 

Pork,  fresh 

ii      salted 

Hams,  smoked .    ... 

Bacon        n        

ii      green  

Sausages 

Lard,  pure 

ii      compound  .... 

Butter,  dairy    

ii        creamery  . .  . 

ii        tub 

Cheese  (  )  . .  . 

Eggs,  fresh    

ii      packed 

Milk 

Bread,  white  ( 
H  by  loaf  ( 
ii       brown  ( 

Potatoes     

Turnips 


Basis 

of 

Quantities 


Pound 


ii 
Dozen 

ti 
Quart 
Pound 

ii 

it 
Bushel 


Average  Retail  Prices. 


Ol 


cS 


3 


be 
P 


o 

O 


> 
o 


o 

Q 


Remarks. 
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Reference  No, 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  C,  No.  3. 


SPECIAL   INVESTIGATION   INTO   PRICES   AND   COST   OF   LIVING. 


Schedule  C. — Retail  Prices  of  Dry  Goods. 


Locality 


City  or  Town. 


Province  or  State. 


Date  at  which  information  given 


Name  of  firm  supplying  information 


Article*. 


Basis 

of 

Quantities. 


Shirting,  4x4,  brown  (or  unbleached) . . .  Yard 
H         4x4,  bleached 

Domestic  shirting,  checks 

Sheeting,  brown  (or  unbleached) 

M         (bleached) . 

Canton  flannel  (unbleached)     | 

H  n      (bleached) ! 


Average 
Prices. 


Remarks. 


Red  flannel  (plain). . 
i.  ii       (twill). 

Ticking 

Prints 

Cashmere 

Domestic  ginghams 
Denims 
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Reference  No.    .*. 


Department  of  Labour, 
Statistical  Tables,  Ssries  C,  Xo.  4. 


SPECIAL  INVESTIGATION  INTO  PRICES  AND  COST  OF  LIVING. 

Schedule   D. — Rents  of  Tenements,  Semi-detached  and   Self-contained  Houses. 


Locality 


Ci^y  or  Town. 


Province  or  State. 


Date  at  which  information  given 


Name  of  person  giving  information 


With  Sanitary 
Conveniences. 

Without  Sanitary 
Conveniences. 

Class  and  Locality  of  Dwelling. 

s 

C 

c 

P4 

4  Rooms. 

w 

S 

o 

0 

<S  Rooms. 

s 

o 
o 

© 

r-l 

3  Rooms. 

4  Rooms. 

1)  Rooms. 

8  Rooms. 

i  10  Rooms. 

i 

Remark-. 

In  good  residential  parts- 
Tenement  houses ' 

Semi-detached  houses 

Self-contained  houses 

In  poor  residential  parts  — 

Tenement  houses 

Semi-detached  houses 

Self-contained  houses 

In  suburban  or  outlying  parts 

Semi-detached  houses 

Selfco  itained  houses 
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Reference  No Department  of  Labour, 

Statistical  Tables,  Series  C,  No.  5. 

SPECIAL  INVESTIGATION  INTO  PRICES  AND  COST  OF  LIVING. 
Schedule  E. — Retail  Prices  of  Ready-made  Clothing,  Underwear,  Boots  and  Shoes,  &c. 
Locality 


City  or  Town, 
Date  at  which  information  given 


Province  or  State. 


Name  of  firm  supplying  information 


Articles  of  the  kind 
usually  sold  to  better  class  of  Mechanics. 


Men's  Suits — 

(a)  Average  worsted  Sunday  suit. . 

(b)  ii  serge  n 

(c)  H  tweed  m 

(d)  n  worsted  week  day  suit. 

(e)  M  serge  », 

(f)  u  tweed  n 


Men's  Single  Garments — 

Average  worsted  sack  coat  and  vest. 
it         serge  >■ 

tweed  ii 

worsted  trousers 


ti 

ii 


serge 
tweed 


Men's  Winter  Overcoats — 

Beaver  cloth 

Frieze  cloth  (imported) 
n          it      (domestic)  . 
Tweed 


Boys'  Suits— 

From    4  to  11  years  of  age,  plain  tweed  (2  pieces). 

"        4  to  11  n  serge  (2  pieces).- 

ii      11  to  16  ii  plain  tweed  (3  pieces). 

ii      11  to  16  M  serge  (3  pieces) 


Men's  Shirts — 

(a)  Cambric,  stiff  front 

(b)  H        soft  front  .....    . 

(c)  White  cotton,  laundried.    . 

(d)  H  unlaundried 

(e)  Coloured  cotton 


Men's  Underwear — 

(a)  All  wool,  per  garment. 

(b)  Part  wool  ii 

(c)  Cotton  ,, 

Men's  Boots  and  Shoes — 

(a)  Working  shoes 

(b)  Sunday  shoes 


Men's  Hats  — 

(a)  Stiff  felt. 

(b)  Soft  felt 


Women's  Wrappers — 

(a)  Cotton  or  print . 

(b)  Flannel 

( c)  Flannelette 


Kindly  give  detailed  information  or  general  remarks  on  inside  page. 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Ottawa,   February,  1903. 
Sir  — 

The  Department  of  Labour  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  making  a  special  investigation  into 
prices  and  cost  of  living  in  Canada,  with  a  view 
to  making  comparisons  between  the  cost  of 
living  in  other  countries  and  the  Dominion,  and 
also  between  localities  in  different  parts  of  the 
Dominion.  The  investigation  is  being  made  in 
pursuance  of  Sec.  10,  Chap.  24,  63-64  Vic. 
(An  Act  to  provide  for  the  Publication  of  Statis- 
tical and  Industrial  Information,  assented  to 
July  18th,  1900)  which  provides  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  shall  collect,  digest  and  pub- 
lish in  suitable  form,  statistical  and  other  in- 
formation, and  conduct  enquiries  into  questions 
upon  which  adequate  information  may  not  at 
present  be  available. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  point  out  wherein  re- 
liable information  on  the  cost  of  living  would 
be  of  advantage  to  all  classes  in  the  community. 
The  department,  however,  can  only  hope  to  have 
its  information  authentic  and  complete  in  so  far 
as  it  is  able  to  receive  the  co-operation  and 
assistance  of  merchants  and  others  who  are  in 
a  position  to  furnish  the  exact  data. 

As  you  are  aware  the  amount  paid  in  rents 
is  from  many  points  of  view  the  most  impor- 
tant single  item  of  expenditure  in  any  family 
budget.  In  estimating  what  this  amount  will 
be,  very  many  factors  have  to  be  taken  into 
consideration,  and  the  department  has  had  some 
difficulty  on  this  account  in  drafting  a  schedule 
which  would  serve  as  a  means  of  indicating  the 
kind  of  accommodation  to  be  had  in  different 
localities   for   particular   rents. 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  schedule  prepared 
by  the  department  with  a  view  of  meeting  this 
end,  and  I  trust  that  it  will  be  intelligible  to 
you. 

I  am  sending  this  communication  with  a  blank 
form  enclosed,  with  a  respectful  request  from 
the  department  that  you  will  have  the  kindness 
to  fill  in  the  information  desired  in  so  far  as  your 
business  may  afford  opportunity  for  furnish- 
ing it.  What  is  desired  is  a  statement  of  the 
actual  rentals  at  the  present  time  being  paid 
for  the  kind  and  class  of  accommodation  indi- 
cated in  the  schedule.  Should  it  not  be  possible 
to  give  Ibis  information  in  as  concrete  a  form 
as  the  schedule  requires,  the  department  would 
very  greatly  appreciate  a  brief  written  stat?- 
mnt  on  the  page  adjoining,  explanatory  of  the 
situation  in  your  locality. 

The  department  is  well  aware  that  an  answer 
to  these  questions  may  involve  some  little  care 
and  1  rouble  on  your  part.  In  view,  however,  of 
the  extreme  importance  of  such  information  to 
Ihe  public  everywhere,  you  may  be  willing  to. 
give  as  full  a  statement  in  regard  to  this 
matter  as  your  business  interests  will  permit. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  department  to 
publish  the  results  of  this  investigation  in  the 
Labour  Gazette,  as  soon  as  the  information  ob- 
tained can  he  properly  classified.  As  the  wo/k 
of  compiling  the  tables  has  already  commenced, 
it  would  assist   the    department  materially     in 


giving  the  results  of  this  investigation  to  the 
public  at  an  early  date,  if  you  would  have  the 
kindness  to  return  the  form  filled  out  as  soon 
after  receiving  it  as  possible.  ,  I  enclose  here- 
with an  envelope  to  be  used  in  returning  the 
schedule,  and  I  desire  to  inform  you  that  no 
postage  is  required  on  replies  sent  in  by  you. 

I  have  to  add  that  any  information  you  may 
be  good  enough  to  furnish  will  be  used  for 
statistical  purposes  only,  and  that  in  no  case, 
other  than  in  a  general  way,  will  the  sources 
of  the  information  be  disclosed. 

Thanking  you  for  the  attention  you  may  give 
to  the  matter. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING-, 
Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 


The  Investigation  in  Canada. 

A  special  effort  was  made  to  have  the  in- 
vestigation, so  far  as  the  Dominion  of  Can- 
ada was  concerned,  as  complete  and  com- 
prehensive as  possible.  In  conducting  the 
same,  communications  were  sent  to  retail 
dealers  and  to  real  estate  agents  in  all  of 
the  more  important  localities  of  the  several 
provinces,  and  in  this  connection  several 
thousand  separate  communications  in  all 
were  mailed  from  the  offices  of  the  depart- 
ment. Carefully  prepared  and  duly  au- 
thenticated replies  have  been  received  from 
a  very  large  proportion  of  persons  to  whom 
these  communications  were  sent,  and  the 
returns  obtained  in  this  way  have  been  ar- 
ranged and  classified  so  as  to  present  the 
information  which  they  contain  in  collect- 
ed, classified  and  concise  form.  Owing 
to  the  extent  of  the  inquiry  and  the  amount 
of  space  which  the  publication  of  the  com- 
plete returns  entails,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
extend  the  publication  of  the  results  of  the 
investigation  over  a  number  of  issues  of 
the  Gazette.  The  first  of  the  statistical 
tables  to  be  published  in  this  connection 
will  appear  in  the  May  issue  of  the  Ga- 
zette, and  will  relate  particularly  to  a  com- 
parison of  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada  and 
the  United  States. 


CONDITIONS  IN  THE   PRINTING  TRADES  IN  THE  MARITIME  PROVINCES. 

DURING  the  past  month  the  attention  of  continuing  in  the  printing  trades  in  the 
the  department  was  directed  to  the  maritime  provinces.  In  view  of  the  wide- 
active  conditions  reported  as  having  prevail-  spread  nature  of  the  conditions  stated  to 
i?d  throughout  the  winter  season  and  as  still  exist,  and  of  the  fact  that  present  indica- 
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tions  point  to  their  continuance  for  some 
time  to  come,  the  department,  towards  the 
close  of  March,  sent  out  a  circular  letter 
to  the  various  parties  interested,  asking  for 
an  expression  of  opinion  as  to  the  present 
state  of  employment  in  the  printing  trades, 
the  supply  of  skilled  labour  available,  and 
the  average  wages  paid  as  compared  with 
other  seasons.  Copies  of  this  communica- 
tion were  sent  to  the  different  newspaper 
and  job  printing  offices  of  the  three  pro- 
vinces, to  the  secretaries  of  typographical 
unions,  and  to  the  correspondents  of  the 
Labour  Gazette  at  Halifax,  Charlottetown 
and  St.  John,  about  125  communications  in 
all  being  sent  out  by  the  department  in  this 
connection.  Replies  were  received  from  a 
sufficient  number,  scattered  over  a  suffi- 
ciently extended  area,  to  warrant  the  follow- 
ing brief  statement  on  the  subject  as  on  the 
whole  representative  and  reliable. 

Business  Activity. 

With  scarcely  an  exception  the  reports 
received  by  the  department  were  to  the 
effect  that  business  during  the  past  few 
months  has  been  exceptionally  active  in  the 
printing  trades  in  Nova  Scotia,  New 
Brunswick     and    Prince    Edward    Island. 

During  the  fall  and  winter  season  this  was 
particularly  true,  the  trades,  even  in  sec- 
tions like  the  Annapolis  Valley,  where  the 
failure  of  the  apple  crop  caused  compara- 
tive business  stagnation,  reporting  fair 
conditions.  At  Halifax,  during  the  past 
month,  however,  a  period  of  dullness  has 
set  in,  though  improvement  is  expected 
shortly.  With  this  exception  the  informa- 
tion received  by  the  department  as  to 
general  business  conditions  was  uniform- 
ly satisfactory,  and  the  outlook  may  be  said 
to  be  on  the  whole  very  promising  for  the 
balance  of  the  season. 

The  Supply  of  Skilled  Labour. 

Accompanying  the  favourable  business 
conditions  above  noted  there  has  been, 
throughout  the  fall  and  winter  season,  a 
very  marked  scarcity  of  skilled  labour  in 
the  trades  referred  to.    This  was  especially 


noted  in  rural  districts,  where  many  em- 
ployers have  been  running  shorthanded, 
and  the  situation  in  this  respect  may  be 
said  to  have  been  general  up  to  the  be- 
ginning of  March.  Since  that  date,  how- 
ever, a  good  deal  of  idleness  has  prevailed 
in  Halifax,  where  delays  in  the  preparation 
of  certain  classes  of  work  usually  run  off 
at  this  season  have  occasioned  slackness, 
and  where  the  distribution  throughout  the 
province  of  the  work  of  printing  the  acts 
to  be  presented  to  the  legislature  has  re-| 
acted  on  local  conditions.  The  employment 
of  a  non-union  force  by  one  of  the  city 
newspapers  has  also  thrown  a  few  unions 
members  out  of  work.  Pressmen  in  one 
of  the  Halifax  offices  have  also  been  slack 
during  March.  At  Truro,  Amherst,  Yar 
mouth,  Dartmouth  and  other  points,  how 
ever,  a  considerable  scarcity  of  skille 
labour  is  reported. 

In  Charlottetown,  the  supply  of  laboi 
has  been,  as  a  rule,  equal  to  the  demanc 
throughout  the  season.  With  the  exceptioi 
of  one  establishment  the  work  is  done  bj 
hand  labour,  about  50  per  cent  of  the  laboui 
employed    being    female.       The    dullnes 
caused  by  the  early  closing  of  navigatioi 
was  felt  in  the  printing  trades  in  Print 
Edward  Island,  as  in  most  other  branch* 
of  industry. 

In  St.  John,  N.-B.,  there  has  been  abun| 
dance  of  employment  for  skilled  labour,  tl 
past  eight  months  having  been  more  actii 
than  in  several  years.      The  printing  of 
consolidated   statutes    of   New   Brunswk 
gave  considerable  employment  up  to  Marc 
1,  when  the  completion  of  the  work  thre 
a  few  men  out  of  employment.     Conditioi 
vary    in    the    country    districts    of    N« 
Brunswick,  a  dearth  of  skilled  labour 
some  cases  being  reported,   and  in  oth€ 
the  supply  being  stated   as   equal   to 
demand.       No  reports  of  idleness  in 
trades,   however,    reached   the    departme 
from  any  source.     The  small  towns,  as 
rule,  secure  their  skilled  labour  from 
cities,  and  depend  largely  on  female  labou 
trained  in  the  various  offices  for  the  bulk 
the  work  of  typesetting. 
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Prevailing  Rates  of  Wages. 

Wages  vary  considerably  according  to  lo- 
cality. The  general  opinion  was  that  they 
have  reached  a  higher  level  during  the  past 
eight  months  than  in  several  years  previous- 
ly. In  the  job  offices  at  Halifax,  the  rate  is 
ordinarily  $10  to  $11  per  week,  the  scale  for 
Merganthaler  machine  operators  being  $14 
per  week  for  day  work  and  $16  per  week 
for  night  work.  For  piece  work  the  scale 
is  8  cents  per  thousand,  day  work,  and  10 
cents  per  thousand,  nigh  work.  Monoline 
machine  operators  receive  the'  same  scale 
for  time  work,  10  and  12  cents  per  thon- 
sand  being  the  rate  for  piece  work.  Else- 
where in  Nova  Scotia  wages  of  skilled  la- 
bour vary  from  $6  to  $12  per  week,  fore- 
men being  paid  in  some  cases  as  high  as 
$15  per  week.  Female  help  in  the  country 
districts  receives,  of  course,  a  much  lower 
rate,  from  $2  to  $5  per  week  being  paid  ac- 
cording to  the  experience  of  the  operator 
in  the  smaller  towns.  In  Charlottetown  the 
majority  of  printers  are  employed  in  news- 
paper offices,  where  the  demand  is  steady 
and  wages  show  few  changes  from  season 
to  season.  Outside  of  these  offices  there  are 
only  five  job  printing  plants  in  the  pro- 
vince.   Wages  range  from  $6  per  week  for 


ordinary  work  to  $10  and  $12  for  ad.  set- 
ters and  foremen.  Payment  by  the  week 
rather  than  by  piece  work  is  the  rule,  the 
average  wages  paid  to  female  compositors 
being  about  $3.50  per  week. 

In  St.  John,  N.B.,  the  hand  scale  on 
newspapers  is  27  cents  per  thonsand  for 
day  work,  and  30  cents  per  thousand  for 
night  work,  though  piece  work  has  not 
been  the  rule  since  the  introduction  of 
typesetting  machinery.  The  machine  scale 
is  10  cents  per  thousand  for  night  work, 
and  8  cents  per  thousand  for  day  work.  For 
time  work  the  rate  is  $10  per  week  for  day 
work,  of  9  hours  per  day,  and  $18  per  week 
for  night  work,  of  8  hours  per  night.  The 
weekly  rate  for  journeymen  in  job  offices 
and  on  evening  papers  is  $10,  though  a  few 
are  receiving  $11  and  $12.  Foremen  re- 
ceive from  $12  to  $18.  Ad.  men  on  morning 
papers  get  $12  per  week.  Machine  opera- 
tors get  $15  to  $18  per  week.  During  the 
winter  months  9  hours  constitute  a  day's 
work,  but  from  May  to  October,  inclusive, 
10  hours  is  worked  with  a  half -holiday  on 
Saturday.  Female  labour  receives  a  much 
lower  rate  than  the  union  scale. 


THE  COAL  SITUATION  IN  CANADA    DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH. 


WITH  the  present  article,  which  is  de- 
voted to  a  statement  of  the  lead- 
ing developments  in  the  coal  situation 
in  Canada  during  the  month  of  March, 
the  series  of  special  reports  prepared 
by  the  Department  of  Labour  and 
published  in  the  Gazette  from  month 
to  month  since  November  last  in 
relation  to  conditions  in  Canada  arising 
out  of  the  strike  of  the  anthracite  coal  min- 
ers in  Pennsylvania  during  1902,  is  brought 
to  a  close,  the  process  of  alleviation  of  the 
fuel  stringency  being  now  practically  com- 
pleted, and  the  advent  of  mild  weather, 
which  has  not  only  diminished  the  necessity 
jfor  fuel  but  has  rendered  the  supply  pre- 
viously consumed  in  the   Southern   States 


available  for  distribution  in  Canada,  mak- 
ing the  question  of  fuel  supply  for  the  bal- 
ance of  the  season  one  of  secondary  impor- 
tance. The  almost  universal  reduction  in 
fuel  prices  reported  during  the  past  month 
is  perhaps  the  most  convincing  evidence 
that  could  be  cited  in  proof  of  this..  The 
correspondents  of  the  Labour  Gazette,  the 
daily  press  of  the  Dominion  and  the  De- 
partment of  Customs,  Ottawa,  have  again, 
as  in  previous  monthly  reports,  furnished 
the  material  for  the  present  article. 

Coal  Supply  Received  During  March. 

The  accompanying  table,  supplied  by 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  Customs, 
shows  perhaps  more  clearly  than  any  other 
statement  that  could  be   obtained,   condi- 
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Statement  showing  the  Quantity  in  Tons,  of  Coal,  Bituminous  and  Anthracite,  Import 
at  the  Ports  in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  during  the  month  of  March,  1903. 


Ports. 


Ontario. 

Amherstburg 

Belleville 

Berlin 

Bownianville. ....... 

Brantford 

Brock  vi  He 

Chatham 

Cobourg 

Colling  wood 

Cornwall 

Deseronto 

Fort  Erie 

Gait 

Gananoque  

Goderich 

Guelph     . .    .    . . 

Hamilton 

Hope 

Ingersoll. 

Kingston 

Lindsa}' 

London 

Midland 

Morrisburg    

Napanee 

Niagara  Falls ...... 

Oshawa 

Ottawa 

Owen  Sound 

Paris 

Peterboro 

Picton 

Port  Arthur 

Prescott . . 

St.  Catharines.. 

St.  Thomas  

Sarnia 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  .    . 

Simcoe 

Stratford 

Toronto 

Trenton  

Wallaceburg 

Whitby ... 

Windsor 

Woodstock 


Bitu- 
minous 
Coal. 


Quantity. 


Nova  Scotia. 


Halifax. .  . 
Yarmouth 


Tons. 

981 
G66 

2,892 
325 

3,185 
358 
814 
477 
158 
448 

1,355 
48,348 

4,234 
G 

1,251 

2,531 

13,740 

317 

9(17 

89 

600 

2,841 
200 


154 
2,550 
1,594 
2,935 

141 
1,007 
1,047 


642 

3,597 

2,057 

885 

66,335 

2,146 

382 

4,739 

47,395 

1,907 

261 

47 

21,729 

1,215 


249,548 


An- 
thracite 
Coal. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 

255 
631 

2,137 
402 

1,464 
567 

1,627 
820 
475 
233 
351 
814 

1,707 
269 

1,517 

2,472 
10,332 
357 
805 
702 
533 

4,864 

88 

201 

184 

3,789 

1,250 

8.480 
230 
997 

1,118 
464 

'  2,928 

3,514 

3,368 

1,378 

46 

207 

3,004 

43,570 

333 

853' 
1,615 
1,790 


112,741 


3,852 

587 


4,439 


Ports. 


Quebec. 


Abercorn . 

Cookshire 

Hemmingford . 

Montreal 

Quebec    

St.  Armand   . . 
St.  Hyacinthe 

St.  Johns 

Sherbrooke 

Sorel     

Stanstead 

Three  Rivers. . 
Valleyfield 


Bitu- 
minous 
Coal. 


Quantity. 


New  Brwnsvnck. 


St.  John .    . 
St.  Stephen. 


Manitoba. 


Winnipeg 


British  Columbia. 

Grand  Forks 

Nanaimo 

Nelson 

New  Westminster  .... 

Rossland. 

Vancouver 

Victoria 


Recapitulation 

Ontario  

Nova  Scotia 

Quebec 

New  Brunswick 

Manitoba 

British  Columbia 

Total 


Tons. 


125 
227 
1,307 
115 
320 
256 
20 
314 


18 
23 


An- 
thracite 
Coal. 


Quantity. 


Tons. 


176| 

21.222: 
2;  680 1 

22H 

9,389' 

166; 

49' 

27 

831) 


2,72:>         34,582' 


249,548 

112,741 

1 

4,43! 

2,725 

34,581 

838 

1,9& 

5,497 

121 

535 

259,144  I     153,84 


• 


tions  affecting  the  fuel  situation  in  Canada 
during  March  with  regard  to  the  coal  sup- 
ply. Importations  last  month  were :  bitum- 
inous 243,645  tons,  and  anthracite  174,- 
198  tons. 


Price  Movements  During  March. 

Maritime  Provinces. — Price    movement 
were  downward  at  Halifax,  hard  coal  sel 
ing  at  $7.50  per  ton  and  soft  at  only 
slight  advance  on  the  price  of  normal  year 


April,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


789 


No  changes  in  prices  were  reported  from 
Charlottetown.  At  St.  John  Scotch  an- 
thracite sold  at  $8  per  ton,  American  an- 
thracite at  $8.50,  soft  coal  from  $7.50  to 
$7.86  per  caldron  and  Scotch  soft  coal  at 
$5.50  per  ton. 

Quebec. — On  March  10,  American  hard 
coal  dropped  from  $10  to  $8.50  per  ton  in 
Quebec  city  and  remained  at  from  $8  to  $9 
per  ton  the  rest  of  the  month.  Soft  coal 
sold  at  from  $7  to  $7.50.  At  Three  Kivers 
anthracite  sold  at  $9.25  on  March  1.  This 
price  was  reduced  to  $8.50  before  the  end  of 
the  month.  The  price  of  anthracite  fell 
dso  in  Sherbrooke  about  March  15  from 
|>9  to  $7.50  per  ton.  At  St.  Hyacinthe 
trices  ranged  from  $7.50  to  $8.  Montreal 
trices  were:  hard  coal,  $7;  soft  coal,  $6.50; 
•oke,  $5.50;  wood,  $7  to  $8  per  cord.  At 
lull  coal  dropped  $1  per  ton  to  $7.50. 

Ontario. — At  Ottawa  prices  of  hard  coal 
vere  reduced  from  $8.50  to  $7.50  per  ton. 
STo  change  in  prices  occurred  at  Kingston, 
)ut  at  Belleville  hard  coal  dropped  50  cents 
i  ton  to  $8.     The  downward  tendency  was 
Jso  evidenced  at  Toronto,  where  hard  coal 
^ould  be  purchased  in  abundance  at  $7.50 
md   soft    coal   for    domestic   purposes    at 
;6  per  ton.    Soft  coal  fell  from  $7  to  $6  per 
on  at  Hamilton,  anthracite  prices  remain- 
■ng  unchanged.     Prices  also  remained  un- 
hanged   at    $8    per    ton     in     Brantford, 
hough  six  cars  of  hard  coal  received  at  a 
Deal  factory  was  retailed  to  employees  at 
7.30  per  ton.       Hard  coal   was   50   cents 
•wer  than  in  February  and  the  best  was 
uoted  at  $8.50  per  ton.     In  Guelph  hard 
oal  dropped  from  $8.50  to  $7.50  per  ton, 
'ft  coal  from  $6.50-$8  to  $5.50-$6.25.     A 
eduction   to   $7.50   per   ton   for   hard   coal 
nd  to  $7  per  ton  for  soft  coal  was  made  at 
tratford,     hardwood,     one     hundred     and 
vventy-eight   feet   to    the    cord,    selling    at 
3.50,   and   soft   wood    at   $6.50   per    cord, 
tard  coal  was  reduced  by  some  of  the  Lon- 
on  dealers  from  $8  to  $7  per  ton,  the  prices 
f  eoal  remaining  stationary  in  St.  Thomas 
ad  Chatham  at  $8  and  $7.50  per  ton  res- 
ctively.      At   Windsor    also    prices    were 
nchanged. 


The  Transportation  Problem. 

With  two  exceptions  the  reports  received 
from  Gazette  correspondents  on  the  fuel 
situation  during  March  were  to  the  effect 
that  no  embarrassment  in  the  matter  of 
coal  supply  had  been  caused  by  lack  of 
transportation  facilities.  In  the  case  of 
Prince  Edward  Island  the  difficulty 
throughout  the  season  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  the  early  closing  of  navigation  pre- 
vented the  laying  in  of  an  adequate  ton- 
nage. This  situation  was  continued 
throughout  March.  With  the  opening  of 
the  straits  to  navigation,  however,  cargoes 
from  Nova  Scotia  and  Cape  Breton  will 
be  sent  in  at  once  and  all  inconvenience 
terminated  immediately.  At  Chatham, 
Ont.,  congestion  of  traffic  on  American 
roads  caused  some  delay  in  the  supply  of 
bituminous  coal,  and  the  excessive  rainfall 
rendered  the  roads  so  difficult  that  the  usual 
supply  of  wood  from  the  surrounding  coun- 
try was  somewhat  diminished. 

Municipal  and  Co-operative  Action. 

Very  few  developments  of  interest  were 
reported  under  this  heading  during  March. 
In  Prince  Edward  Island  the  Provincial 
Government  purchased  coal  from  the  rail- 
way and  retailed  it  at  cost.  The  follow- 
ing statement,  issued  by  the  city  Auditor 
of  Ottawa  on  the  20th  of  March  showing 
the  financial  results  of  the  civic  purchase 
of  fuel  up  to  February  26th,  may  be  quoted 
as  an  interesting  report  of  the  month  in 
this  connection. 

Expenditure — 

Nova  Scotia  coal $  1,495  03 

Welsh  coal 44,284  50 

Freight 4,648  38 

Expenses,   handling,    cartage..  3,314  40 

Total $53,742  31 

Receipts — 

Nova  Scotia,   sold $    2.640  75 

Welsh  coal,   sold 19,532  48 

Welsh  coal  on  hand,  40  tons..  320  CO 

Screenings  on  hand,  300  tons  .  600  00 

Rebate   on  freight  due 769  23 

Total $33,862  16 

Approximate  deficit $19,879  85 

The  city  had  still  on  hand  at  the  close 
of  the  month  some  three  hundred  tons  of 
screenings  and  forty  tons   of  Welsh   coal, 
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besides  a  considerable  quantity  of  wood 
which  was  being  sold  at  reduced  prices. 
The  Toronto  Municipal  Fuel  yards  re- 
ported a  considerable  falling  off  in  busi- 
ness, having  on  hand  towards  the  end  of 
the  month  only  eight  hundred  tons  of 
Welsh  coal  and  three  hundred  tons  of 
Scotch  coal,  and  one  thousand  cords  of 
wood,  for  all  of  which  little  demand  was 
showing.  The  future  action  of  the  muni- 
cipality will  depend  on  the  attitude  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature  with  regard  to  the 
legalizing  of  municipal  fuel  yards.  In 
Hamilton  likewise  only  a  few  tons  of  soft 
coal  and  a  few  cords  of  wood  remained  in 
the  city  yards.  The  city  sold  altogether 
during  the  fuel  stringency  seven  hundred 
and  eighty  tons  of  coal.  The  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  municipal  fuel  yard 
in  Hamilton  was  much  discussed  during  the 


month,  and  at  a  special  meeting  of  the  cityl 
council  a  resolution  was  passed  asking  thel 
legislature  to  enact  that  it  be  lawful  foJ 
cities  to  establish  municipal  fuel  yards! 
enabling  the  municipality  to  purchase] 
either  for  cash  or  on  credit,  such  supplies 
of  fuel  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  useJ 
of  the  corporation  or  to  sell  within  tha 
municipality,  or  to  borrow  money  for  thiq 
purpose  without  submitting  a  by-law  t( 
the  ratepayers.  The  London  civic  wooc 
yard  has  ceased  operations. 

The  Outlook. 

From  what  has  been  stated  it  will  b< 
seen  that  further  anxiety  as  to  scarcity  o: 
coal  being  a  continued  effect  of  the  strike 
of  the  Pennsylvania  miners  in  1902  hi 
practically  ceased  in  Canada. 


FINDING  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES    COMMISSION    OF    INVESTIGATION 
INTO    MATTERS  RELATING  TO   THE  STRIKE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 

ANTHRACITE  COAL  MINERS. 


THE  report  of  the  commission  appointed 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  October  last,  to  investigate  the  various 
matters  in  dispute  between  the  coal  miners 
in  the  anthracite  regions  of  Pennsylvania 
and  their  employees,  which  had  been  the 
cause  of  the  strike  of  miners  begun  in  May 
and  ended  in  October,  was  given  to  the  pub- 
lic on  March  21,  the  report  itself  being 
dated  March  18.  In  view  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  interests,  both  economic  and  in- 
dustrial, involved  in  this  great  labour  dis- 
turbance, and  in  consideration  of  the  fact 
that  Canada,  owing  to  the  geographical  po- 
sition of  the  country,  was  scarcely  less  af- 
fected by  its  continuance  and  results  than 
if  the  trouble  had  occurred  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  Dominion  itself,  the  following 
brief  summary  of  the  award  of  the  com- 
mission will  be  -of  interest  as  supplement- 
ary to  the  review  of  the  origin  and  pro- 
gress of  the  strike,  and  of  the  various  ne- 
gotiations for  its  settlement,  which  was 
published  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  No- 
vember last. 


Summary  of  the  Award. 

Stated  in  as  brief  form  as  possible,  thl 
finding  of  the   commission  recommends 
general  increase  in  miners'  wages,  amounl 
ing  in  most  cases  to  10  per  cent,  to  taki 
effect  from  the  date  of  the  miners'  retun 
to  work  in  October  last  ;  a  minimum  wag", 
and  sliding  scale  ;    the  per  diem  employee!, 
to  have  their  working  day  decreased  to  ! 
hours  per  day;  the  settlement  of  dispute! 
by  arbitration;  the  providing  against  dis 
crimination  by  either  party  in  any  futur! 
dispute  on  account  of  membership  or  noni 
membership  in  a  labour  union;  the  opera 
tors  to  pay  by  weight  instead  of  by  cai 
and  the  terms  of  the  verdict  to  hold  goo' 
for  three  years.       The  question  of  the  rep 
cognition  or  non-recognition  of  the  miner a 
union   was    discussed   by   the    commissioi; 
but  no  award  was  made  in  relation  to  tha. 
phase  of  the  subject.     In  more  detail  th 
findings  of  the  commission  under  the  abov 
headings  were  as  follows  : 
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Wages  Increases. 

An  increase  of  10  per  cent  over  and  above 
the  rates  paid  in  April,  1902,  is  granted  to 
miners  from  and  after  November,  1902, 
and  during  the  life  of  the  award  the  in- 
crease due  for  work  done  between  Novem- 
ber 1,  1902,  and  April  1,  1903,  to  be  paid 
on  or  before  June  1,  1903. 

Engineers  employed  in  hoisting  water  are 
granted  an  8  hour  shift  in  cases  where  the 
shift  is  at  present  longer  with  no  decrease 
in  pay,  those  at  present  working  in,  8  hour 
shifts  being  allowed  an  increase  of  10  per 
cent.  All  classes  are  allowed  an  increase 
on  their  earnings  between  November  1  and 
April  1,  1903. 

Other  engineers  and  pumpmen  employed 
in  positions  which  are  manned  continuous- 
ly are  given  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  on 
their  earnings  between  November,  1902, 
and  April,  1903,  the  increase  to  be  5  per 
cent  on  and  after  April  1,  1903.  In  addi- 
tion they  are  to  be  relieved  from  duty  on 
Sundays  without  loss  of  pay. 

Firemen  are  granted  a  similar  rate  of  in- 
crease on  their  earnings  between  Novem- 
ber, 1902,  and  April,  1903.  After  April  1, 
they  are  to  work  in  8  hour  shifts  with  the 
same  wages  per  day  as  were  paid  in  April, 
1902. 

Employees  of  the  company,  other  than 
those  specially  referred  to  above,  are  to  be 
paid  an  increase  of  10  per  cent  on  their 
earnings  for  the  period  dating  from  the 
resumption  of  operation  to  the  beginning 
of  April  of  the  present  year.  After  April 
1,  they  are  to  be  paid  on  the  basis  of  a  9 
hour  day,  receiving  therefor  the  same 
wages  as  were  paid  in  April,  1902,  for  a  10 
hour  day,  overtime  to  be  paid  for  in  propor- 
tion. 

The  present  methods  of  payment  are  to 
be  adhered  to  during  the  life  of  the  award 
unless  changed  by  mutual  agreement. 

Arbitration  Provisions. 

All  disagreements  arising  in  any  way  out 
of  the  award  or  growing  out  of  the  rela- 
tions   of    employers    and    employed,    and 


which  cannot  be  settled  by  direct  negotia- 
tions between  the  parties  themselves,  are 
to  be  referred  to  a  permanent  joint  com- 
mittee to  be  called  a  board  of  conciliation. 
The  board  shall  consist  of  6  persons,  3 
of  whom  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  opera- 
tors and  the  other  three  by  organizations 
representing  the  majority  of  the  workmen 
in  the  three  districts  into  which  the  mining 
region  is  to  be  divided  for  the  purpose. 
Any  award  made  by  the  majority  of  this 
board  shall  be  final  and  binding  upon  all 
parties.  In  the  event  of  the  board  being 
unable  to  arrive  at  a  decision,  the  point  at 
issue  is  to  be  referred  to  an  umpire  to  be 
appointed  by  order  of  the  Circuit  Judges 
of  the  Third  Judicial  Circuit  of  the  United 
States.  The  decision  of  this  umpire  shall 
be  final  and  binding.  No  suspension  of 
work  shall  take  place  by  lock-out  or  strike 
pending  the  adjudication  of  any  matter 
taken  up  by  the  board  for  adjustment. 

Checking  Provisions. 

When  requested  by  a  majority  of  the 
contract  miners  of  any  colliery,  a  check 
weighman  or  time  checking  boss,  or  both, 
shall  be  employed,  the  wages  of  whom  are 
to  be  paid  by  the  miners  out  of  deductions 
made  proportionately  from  their  earnings. 

Mine  cars  are  to  be  distributed  uniform- 
ly and  equitably  among  miners,  and  no  at- 
tempt to  limit  the  output  of  the  mine  will 
be  allowed,  except  by  agreement  between 
the  operator  of  the  mine  and  organization 
representing  a  majority  of  the  miners  in 
His  employ. 

Where  miners  are  paid  by  the  car  the 
increase  awarded  is  based  upon  the  size  of 
cars  in  use  on  April  1,  1902.  Any  in- 
crease in  the  size  of  the  car,  or  in  the  top- 
ping required,  is  to  be  accompanied  by  a 
proportionate  increase  in  the  rate  paid  per 
car. 

Sliding  Scale  of  Wages. 

A  sliding  scale  of  wages,  to  be  effective 
after  April  1,  1903,  was  arranged,  and  has 
reference  to  all  miners  and  mine  workers 
included  in  the  award  of  the  commission. 
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For  each  increase  of  5  cents  in  the  average 
price  of  white  ash  coal  of  a  size  above  pea 
coal,  sold  at  or  near  New  York,  between 
Perth,  Amboy  and  Edgewater  above  $4.50 
per  ton  f.o.b.,  the  employees  shall  have  an 
increase  of  1  per  cent.  Average  prices  are 
to  be  computed  monthly  by  an  accountant 
duly  appointed,  to  be  paid  by  the  coal  oper- 
ators, in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  of  each 
mine.  In  order  to  secure  the  successful 
working  of  this  scale  coal  operators  are 
required  to  file  at  once  a  certified  state- 
ment of  the  rates  of  compensation  paid  in 
each  occupation  known  in  their  companies 
as  they  existed  on  April  1,  1902. 

Discrimination  Provided  Against. 

No  person  shall  be  refused  employment, 
or  in  any  way  be  discriminated  against,  on 
account  of  his  membership  or  non-mem- 
bership in  any  labour  organization,  and 
there  shall  be  no  discrimination  against, 
or  interference  with  any  employee  who  is 
not  a  member  of  any  labour  organization 
by  members  of  such  organization. 

Methods  of  Payment. 

The  award  provides  for  the  direct  pay- 
ment of  labourers,  contract  miners  being 
required  to  furnish,  before  each  pay  day,  a 
statement  of  the  amount  of  money  due 
from  them  to  their  labourers,  such  sums 
to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  due  the 
miners. 


Other  Contents  of  the  Report. 

It  is  provided  that  the  award  contained 
in  the  report  shall  continue  in  force  until 
March  31,  1906,  and  that  any  employee  vio- 
lating its  provisions  shall  be  open  to  disci- 
pline by  the  employer,  no  violation  of  the 
award,  either  by  employer  or  employees,  to 
have  the  effect  of  invalidating  any  of  its 
provisions.  The  discontinuance  of  the  sys- 
tem of  employing  '  coal  and  iron  police '  is 
recommended  because  of  the  irritating 
effect  it  produces  on  the  workmen.  A 
stricter  enforcement  of  the  laws  in  relation 
to  the  employment  of  children  is  also  re- 
commended, and  the  provision  of  machin- 
ery by  the  State  and  Federal  governments 
for  the  making  of  satisfactory  investiga- 
tions into  conditions  that  may  arise  in  the 
anthracite  coal  mining  business.  The  larger 
portion  of  the  report  is  devoted  to  a  review 
of  the  controversy  leading  up  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  committee,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  commission  during  its  exist- 
ence. The  production  of  anthracite  coal, 
the  area  of  country  in  which  it  is  produced, 
market  conditions  and  prices,  and  the  ha- 
zardous nature  of  the  employment  are  also 
touched  upon. 

The    estimated   loss    occasioned   by    the 
strike  according  to  the  commission,  is  as  i 
follows  : — 

To  the  mine  owners $46,100,000 

To  the  mine  employees  in  wages..    ..  25,000.000 1 
To  the  transportation  companies..    ..  28.000,000 


TRADE  AND  TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND 

EUROPE. 

AN  interesting  and  complete  report  on  able  to  issue  another  volume  on  the  sub- 
trade  and  technical  education  was  re-  ject.  The  present  article  is  based  on  in- 
cently  issued  by  the  Department  of  Labour,  formation  derived  from  this  report. 
Washington,  U.S.,  being  the  Seventeenth  The  decadence  of  the  apprentice  systei 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  La-  under  modern  industrial  conditions,  ht 
bour.  This  work  is  a  continuation  of  an  induced  the  leading  countries  in  the  worl 
investigation  undertaken  in  1892,  the  re-  to  seek  for  other  means  of  imparting  th« 
suits  of  which  were  presented  in  the  Eighth  instruction  required  to  produce  thoroughly 
Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  skilled  workmen  in  the  various  trades. 
Labour.  Owing  to  the  changes  that  have  The  result  has  been  the  establishment  of 
taken- place  in  the  last  ten  years  in  tech-  numerous  trade  and  technical  schools, 
nical   education,    it   was   considered   advis-  which  have  grown  rapidly  in  numbers  aud 
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importance  within  the  last  twenty  years. 
They  have  long  since  passed  the  experimen- 
tal stage  and  their  usefulness  is  becoming 
generally  recognized,  although  they  are 
still  regarded  unfavourably  in  some  quar- 
ters. 

Technical  Schools  in  the  United  States. 

The  majority  of  these  institutions  in  the 
United  States  are  the  outcome  of  indi- 
vidual enterprise  or  philanthropy,  only  a 
small  proportion  of  them  receiving  State 
aid.  The  largest  and  best  equipped  one 
is  the  New  York  Trade  School,  which  was 
founded  in  1881  by  Col.  R.  T.  Auchmuty. 
Its  objects  are  to  provide  instruction  for 
young  men  in  certain  trades,  and  to  afford 
young  men  already  in  those  trades  the  op- 
portunity to  acquire  additional  skill  and 
knowledge.  This  school  is  a  fair  type  of 
many  others  scattered  throughout  the 
States,  which  only  differ  from  each  other  in 
minor  particulars.  Only  a  nominal  fee  is 
charged  for  tuition,  and  the  chief  portion 
of  the  income  is  derived  from  a  liberal 
endowment.  Among  the  trades  taught 
in  this  school  are  plumbing,  carpentry, 
electrical  work,  bricklaying,  sign,  house 
nad  fresco  painting,  plastering,  blacksmith 
workj  sheet  metal  and  cornice  work,  steam 
and  hot  water  fitting,  and  printing.  The 
>ystem  adopted  aims  to  teach  both  the  prac- 
tical and  theoretical  branches  thoroughly, 
expeditiously  and  economically,  and  it  has 
proved  very  successful  in  these  respects. 
The  graduates  of  this  school  are  preferred 
by  employers  over  merely  shop-trained  ap- 
prentices and  workmen,  and  they  have  no 
difficulty  in  obtaining  steady  employment 
it  good  wages. 

The  most  unique  development  of  tech- 
lical  education  in  the  United  States  is  to 
)e  found  in  the  Correspondence  schools, 
;vhich  are  doing  excellent  work  in  provid- 
.ng  instruction  for  those  who  are  out  of 
•each  of  night  schools  where  their  special 
rades  are  taught.  They  are  maintained 
entirely  by  tuition  fees,  being  business 
enterprises,  and  the  methods  pursued  are 
tactically  the  same  in  all.  Their  dis- 
6 


tinctive  function  is  to  teach  the  theory  of 
engineering  and  the  trades  to  men  and 
women  already  at  work.  As  soon  as  a 
student  is  enrolled  instruction  and  ques- 
tion papers  are  sent  to  him,  with  direc- 
tions for  proceeding  with  the  work,  in- 
quiry blanks  and  envelopes.  When  the 
questions  referring  to  the  first  instruction 
paper  are  answered,  the  work  is  mailed  to 
the  school,  corrected  there  by  special  ex- 
aminers and  returned  to  the  student,  with 
another  set  of  papers.  This  is  continued 
until  the  whole  course  is  completed.  The 
list  of  subjects  thus  taught  is  a  very  large 
one,  and  embraces  all  branches  of  engineer- 
ing, architecture,  electricity  and  mining, 
as  well  as  other  kindred  occupations.  More 
than  300,000  students  have  been  enrolled 
in  these  schools,  but  a  large  percentage  do 
not  complete  their  course,  because,  being 
already  engaged  in  work,  the  matter  of 
graduation  is  not  of  very  great  importance 
to  them.  In  addition  to  these  schools  giv- 
ing general  instruction,  there  are  a  num- 
ber devoted  to  the  teaching  of  particular 
occupations.  Many  of  these  were  founded 
by  wealthy  employers,  who  found  that  they 
could  not  otherwise  without  difficulty  ob- 
tain a  sufficient  supply  of  competent  men. 
They  include  a  wide  variety  of  trades,  and 
among  them  might  be  mentioned  the  Wash- 
ington Linotype  school,  the  Illinois  Col- 
lege of  Photography,  Effingham,  111.,  the 
South-western  Railway  Telegraph  School, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Webb's  Academy  and 
Home  for  Shipbuilders,  New  York. 

Attitude  of  Employers  toward  Trade  and 
Technical  Education. 

In  nearly  all  branches  of  industry,  em- 
ployers in  the  United  States  speak  very 
highly  of  the  usefulness  of  technical 
schools  from  their  own  experience  of  gra- 
duates from  them.  About  the  only  trades 
which  so  far  have  not  been  benefitted  by 
them  are  barbering,  typesetting,  and 
watchmaking  and  repairing.  Opinion  is 
divided  as  to  the  merits  of  technical  schools 
with  regard  to  car  and  carriage  building, 
and  the  textile  industries. 
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Attitude  of  Labour  Unions. 

Trades  unions  have  frequently  opposed 
trade  schools  on  the  ground  that  they 
tend  to  create  an  over-supply  of  labour, 
and  that  the  graduates  from  them  enter 
into  an  unfair  competition  with  those  who 
have  just  learned  their  trade  in  shops.  They 
have  always  favoured  correspondence 
schools,  however,  as  these  institutions  be- 
nefit those  who  are  already  at  work;  with- 
out creating  a  new  class  of  mechanic.  With 
regard  to  particular  trades,  the  barbers' 
unions  have  been  strongly  against  schools 
for  barbers  for  the  reason  given  above,  and 
also  because  they  claim  that  the  period  of 
teaching  in  the  schools  is  altogether  too 
short,  and  practical  instruction  too  meagre. 
Cigarmarkers  object  to  trade  schools  in 
their  industry,  on  the  ground  that  they 
foster  child  labour  and  work  injury  to  the 
trade.  Electrical  workers  claim  that  they 
turn  out  a  cheap  class  of  workmen,  willing 
to  accept  wages  below  the  standard.  Plum- 
bers, gasfitters  and  steamfitters  are  strongly 
opposed  to  trade  schools,  because  they 
say  that  employers  prefer  trade  school  gra- 
duates because  they  will  work  cheaply,  but 
that  the  trade  itself  can  be  learned  much 
better  by  starting  on  practical  work  in  a 
shop.  Printers  consider  them  of  no  prac- 
tical value,  and  they  insist  that  trade  school 
graduates  shall  serve  an  apprenticeship  of 
the  same  length  as  others  in  spite  of  their 
school  education.  The  unions  that  are 
friendly  to  the  schools  are  the  brewers, 
bricklayers,  sheet  metal  workers  and  textile 
workers.  Carpenters  state  that  employers 
only  want  specialists  in  carpentry,  and  that 
in  performing  a  single  class  of  operations, 
graduates  of  trade  schools  cannot  compete 
with  other  workmen,  even  if  their  general 
knowledge  of  carpentry  is  much  superior. 
Garment  workers  recognize  the  educational 
advantages  of  technical  schools,  but  are  op- 
posed to  them  on  account  of  the  constant 
over-supply  of  labour  in  the  tailoring  in- 
dustry. Painters  and  decorators,  and 
plasterers  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  are 
in  favour  of  technical  schools  while  in 
other  places  they  oppose  them. 


Trade  and   Technical  Education  in 
Austria. 

Industrial  education  in  Austria  dates 
from  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
when  the  State  procured  foreign  experts  to 
teach  native  artisans  such  special  indus- 
tries as  cloth-making,  dyeing,  anad  glass- 
making.  In  1758,  a  manufacturers'  draw- 
ing school  was  founded  at  Vienna,  and  in 
1790  there  were  232  industrial  schools  in 
the  country.  These  were  established  by  the 
government  and  were  divided  into  normal, 
central  and  industrial  schools,  and  com- 
bined general  with  industrial  education.  In 
1815  a  Polytechnic  Institute  was  opened  at 
Vienna,  and  from  that  time  the  number  of 
technical  schools  increased  steadily.  In 
1881,  the  schools  were  organized  under  a 
logical  system  by  the  minister  of  education, 
and  were  divided  into  the  following  groups : 

1.  Central  industrial  educational  institutions. 

2.  Schools  for  important  groups  of  trades. 

3.  General  handicraft  schools. 

4.  Schools  for  particular  trades. 
Ti.  Industrial   coa1inua*.i)n   schools. 
6  Gejfral  drawing  schools. 

Those  of  the  first  class  teach  painting, 
sculpture,  ceramics  and  allied  arts,  as  well 
as  architecture,  industrial  chemistry,  wood- 
working, metallurgy  and  electro-technics, 
embroidery  and  lace-making.  Schools  for|| 
important  groups  of  trades  are  divided  into 
two  grades,  higher  industrial  schools  and 
schools  for  foremen.  The  object  of  the 
former  is  to  prepare  persons  for  the  higher 
technical  and  administrative  positions  in 
industrial  establishments,  while  that  of  the 
latter  grade  is  to  fit  workers  in  the  build- 
ing, metal,  textile,  chemical  and  art  indus- 
tries to  become  foremen,  draughtsmen, 
&c,  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible. 
The  general  handicraft  schools,  which 
admit  pupils  at  the  age  of  12  years, 
devote  special  attention  to  manual  train- 
ing and  drawing,  providing  as  well  a  gen- 
eral public  school  education.  In  1899,, 
there  were  158  schools  for  particular  trades, 
with  an  attendance  in  1899-1900  of  8,815 
pupils.  The  subjects  taught  embrace  lace 
work  and  embroidery,  weaving,  knitting: 
&c;  wood,  iron  and  stone  work;    earthen- 
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ware  and  glasswork,  and  metal  work,  be- 
sides a  few  miscellaneous  ones.  The  in- 
dustrial continuation  schools,  or  night 
schools,  are  maintained  by  employers  of 
labour,  and  subsidized,  as  a  rule,  by  the 
State. 

Trade  and  Technical  Education  in 
Belgium. 

Unlike  Austria,  the  State  of  Belgium 
has  created  no  trade  schools  of  its  own,  re- 
garding them  as  institutions  to  meet  pure- 
ly local  needs,  and  therefore  more  properly 
left  to  the  control  of  each  locality.  They 
are  established  by  private  individuals,  com- 
munes or  provinces,  but  they  are  entitled 
to  receive  subsidies  from  the  State  pro- 
vided they  submit  to  governmental  inspec- 
tion and  send  to  the  ministry  for  its  ap- 
proval their  annual  accounts  and  estimates. 
The  government  inspectors  are  attached  to 
the  ministry  of  industry  and  labour,  and 
they  are  instrumental  in  effecting  many 
improvements  in  the  schools  by  bringing 
to  the  attention  of  the  administrators  the 
practices  prevailing  elsewhere.  Only  a  few 
unimportant  schools  are  without  the  gov- 
ernment subsidy.  The  classification  of  the 
technical  schools  adopted  by  the  Belgian 
government  is  as  follows  : 

INSTITUTIONS    FOR    FEMALES. 

1.  Trade  schools,  including  (a)  trade  schools 
proper  ;  (b)  trade  and  housekeeping  schools  ; 
(c)  housekeeping  and  trade  schools. 

2.  Housekeeping  schools  and  housekeeping 
classes. 

3.  Trade  courses. 

4.  Apprenticeship   shops. 

INSTITUTIONS   FOR   MALES. 

1.  Industrial    schools. 

2.  Trade   schools. 

3.  Superior  trade  and  technical  schoois. 

4.  Saint  Luke  trade  schools. 

5.  Apprenticeship  shops  (a)  for  stonecutting, 
(b)   for  weaving. 

6.  Trade   courses. 

The  object  of  the  trade  schools  for  girls 
is  to  teach  trades  open  to  their  sex,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  edu- 
cation of  primary  schools.  The  trades  in- 
clude dressmaking,  millinery,  industrial 
drawing,  painting  on  glass  and  china,  em- 
broidery, &c.  In  the  schools  where  house- 
keeping is  taught,  less  attention  is  natur- 
es 


ally  given  to  the  trades,  where  both  are 
combined,  than  in  the  trade  schools  proper. 
The  trade  courses  are  for  the  benefit  of  gra- 
duates of  the  schools,  and  the  most  im- 
portant is  the  advanced  course  of  dress- 
making given  in  Brussels,  the  only  insti- 
tution of  the  kind  established  by  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  apprenticeship  shops  for  girls,  which 
attempt  to  combine  the  earning  of  money 
with  practical  instruction,  are  of  little  im- 
portance. 

The  object  of  industrial  schools  in  Bel- 
gium is  '  to  give  the  workman  scientific  in- 
struction, which  he  cannot  acquire  in  the 
shops  and  to  enlarge  his  understanding, 
by  imparting  to  him  a  knowledge  of  the 
general  laws  which  govern  the  transforma- 
tion of  matter,  in  order  that  he  may  be 
gradually  released  from  the  tyranny  of 
routine  work  and  provided  with  the  means 
of  increasing  the  economic  value  of  his 
labour.'  In  these  schools  instruction  is 
given  in  the  evenings  and  on  Sundays,  and 
the  subjects  taught  vary  according  to  the 
industries  of  the  particular  locality  where 
each  is  situated.  Trade  schools  for  men 
are  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  special  in- 
dustries. Their  number  increased  from  12 
in  1896  to  36  in  1901.  The  superior  trade 
and  technical  schools  train  their  pupils  to 
be  foremen,  superintendents,  metallurgists, 
civil  engineers,  &c.  The  Saint  Luke  trade 
schools  were  established  by  the  Society  of 
Saint  Vincent  de  Paul,  but  they  are  more 
properly  schoole  of  art  applied  to  industry. 
From  simple  forms  of  drawing  the  student 
advances  to  the  special  form  of  art  applic- 
able to  his  chosen  trade,  learning  the  com- 
position of  designs  from  the  purest  art 
models  in  architecture,  binding,  carpentry, 
or  metal  chasing.  The  apprentice  shops 
have  not  been  a  successful  experiment,  and 
they  are  giving  way  to  trade  schools. 
They  only  have  to  do  with  stone-cutting 
and  weaving.  In  the  case  of  the  latter  in- 
dustry, they  arose  from  public  efforts  to 
provide  work  for  the  unemployed  during 
a  depression,  afterwards  being  devoted  to 
the  training  of  skilled  workmen. 
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DISPUTE    BETWEEN    THE    UNITED  BROTHERHOOD    OF    RAILWAY    EM- 
PLOYEES  AND   THE   CANADIAN   PACIFIC   RAILWAY   COMPANY. 


A  STRIKE  of  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
employees,  declared  at  Vancouver 
on  February  27  by  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Railway  Employees,  developed,  dur- 
ing the  month  of  March  into  one  of  the 
most  important  industrial  conflicts  of  the 
year.  The  United  Brotherhood,  which  is 
concerned  in  this  dispute,  is  a  comparative- 
ly recent  organization,  having  been  found- 
ed in  Oregon,  U.S.,  in  1901.  It  embraces 
in  its  membership  all  classes  of  railway 
employees,  including  those  on  the  clerical 
staffs,  who  do  not  as  a  rule  belong  to  trade 
unions.  The  cause  of  the  strike  was  the 
*  refusal  of  the  company  to  recognize  the 
Brotherhood  and  alleged  discrimination 
against  its  members,  one  of  their  number 
having  been  discharged  on  what  they  con- 
sidered an  insufficient  pretext.  The  im- 
portance of  the  strike  was  occasioned  by  the 
large  number  of  sympathetic  strikes  tcJ 
which  it  gave  rise,  the  effects  it  exerted  on 
industrial  conditions  in  British  Columbia, 
and  the  extent  of  the  country  over  which  it 
spread.  '< 

Origin  of  the  Strike. 

On  the  above  date,  about  154  men  em- 
ployed by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
in  the  telegraph,  freight,  ticket  and  stores 
offices  at  Vancouver  and  New  Westminster 
stopped  work.  On  March  2,  sixty-four 
freight  handlers  joined  the  strikers.  On 
March  3,  the  longshoremen  employed  in 
unloading  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
steamer  Empress  of  India,  went  out  in  sym- 
pathy. The  same  day,  the  Canadian  Paci- 
fic Railway  messengers  in  Vancouver  re- 
fused to  work.  On  March  4,  the  team- 
sters'* union  refused  to  haul  any  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  freight  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  strike.  This  decision 
would  have  seriously  affected  all  the  mer- 
cantile establishments  in  Vancouver,  had 
not  the  master  teamsters  and  their  office 
clerks  taken  the  places  of  the  drivers  who 
had  struck.  By  this  time  the  strike,  al- 
though not  seriously  affecting  communica- 


tion between  the  points,  had  spread  to  Re- 
velstoke,  where  50  members  of  the  Allied 
Mechanics  in  the  C.P.R.  shops  quit  work 
in  sympathy  with  the  United  Brotherhood. 
On  March  6,  deck  hands  of  a  Pacific  ves- 
sel, which  was  carrying  coal  for  the  Granby 
smelter,  struck  work  for  the  same  reason. 
On  March  9,  freight  handlers  and  clerks 
in  the  C.P.R.  freight  office  in  Winnipeg 
went  out,  to  the  number  of  150  men,  and  on 
the  14th  the  Calgary  branch  of  the  Bro- 
therhood struck,  including  all  employees 
in  the  freight  and  baggage  offices  and  one 
ticket  clerk. 

Strike  on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Navigation 
Co.'s  Steamers. 

I'he  trouble  extended  to  Victoria  on 
March  18,  when  the  local  branch  of  the 
British  Columbia  Steamshipmen's  Society 
became  involved,  and  100  men,  working  as 
firemen,  oilers  and  deckhands  on  the  vessels 
of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Navigation  Co. 
quit  work.  This  company  operates  a  ferry 
between  Victoria  and  Vancouver,  and  con- 
trols the  transportation  business  between 
these  points.  On  March  16  the  Steamship- 
men's  Society  notified  the  manager  of  the 
company  of  their  refusal  to  load  or  unload 
cargo  which  had  been  handled  at  Vancou- 
ver by  non-union  men.  A  conference  was 
arranged    between    representatives    of    the 

Society  and  the  manager  of  the  company, 
when  the  following  agreement  was  arrived 

at  : — 

It  is  agreed  that  the  C.P.N.  Co.  are  not  to 
carry  any  scab  freight  or  uaggage  on  any  boats 
in  the  fleet  of  the  aforesaid  company,  or  to 
carry  coal  for  use  on  the  Empress  line  of 
steamers,  known  as  the  C.P.R. R.M.  steamships, 
at  Vancouver.  Should  the  company  desire  to 
break  this  agreement,  twelve  bou.'s'  notice  to 
the  men  is  to  be  given  by  the  company,  and 
during  which  time  no  scab  freight  or  baggage 
will  be  handled.  This  is  to  be  in  force  during 
the  continuance  of  the  strike. 

Two  days  later  it  was  alleged  that  this 
agreement  was  violated  by  the  company, 
and  when  the  ferry  arrived  at  Victoria  on 
the  evening  of  the  ISth,  a  meeting  of  the 
Steamshipmen's    Society  was   held   and    a 
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general  suspension  of  work  ordered.  The 
places  of  the  strikers  were  filled  by  non- 
union men,  and  the  steamers  of  the  com- 
pany were   operated  without   interruption. 

I  Efforts  to  End  the  Strike. 

Almost  from  the  beginning  of  the  dis- 
pute attempts  were  made  to  adjust  the 
differences  by  means  of  arbitration,  and 
both  sides  expressed  their  willingness  to 
submit  their  case  to  disinterested  media- 
tors. Early  in  the  month  the  Vancouver 
Board  of  Trade  proffered  the  services  of 
an  arbitration  committee  which  they  had 
elected.  The  United  Brotherhood  accepted 
this  offer  on  March  3,  but  the  C.P.K.  Co. 
rejected  it,  proposing  instead  that  the  mat- 
ters in  dispute  be  submitted  to  a  committee 
of  the  other  trades  unions  of  their  com: 
pany.     This  was  rejected  by  the  strikers. 

The  Brotherhood  appointed  a  committee 
of  arbitration,  which  attempted,  on  March 
6,  7  and  8,  to  arrive  at  a  settlement  with 
Superintendent  Marpole  of  the  C.P.R.  An 
agreement  was  reached  and  sent  to  Mont- 
real for  ratification.  It  was  not  acceptable 
to  the  railway  authorities  there,  however, 
and  its  terms  have  not  been  made  public. 
On  the  9th  a  committee  of  three  aldermen 
was  appointed  by  the  Vancouver  City 
Council  to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the 
strike,  and  to  offer  their  services  for  con- 
ciliation of  the  differences.  The  following 
day  they  interviewed  Superintendent  Mar- 
pole  and  President  Estes,  but  found  that 
they  were  unable  to  accomplish  anything 
at  that  time.  The  United  Brotherhood 
then  suggested  another  plan  for  arbitration, 
proposing  that  the  strikers  select  one  ar- 
bitrator, the  company  the  second,  these 
two  to  choose  a  third. 

On  March  10  the  strikers  offered  the  fol- 
lowing terms  to  the  C.P.R.,  but  they  were 
rejected  : — 

1.  Reinstatement    without    prejudice. 

2.  Non-interference  on  account  of  Brother- 
hood membership. 

3.  No  discrimination  against  longshoremen 
who  helped   strikers. 

4.  Arbitration  of  future  disputes. 

5.  Fifteen  days'  notice  on  either  side  for  dis- 
missals or  suspensions  of  work,  save  on  dis- 
charges for  evident  cause. 


As  an  alternative  the  C.P.R.  proposed, 
through  Superintendent  Marpole,  an  inves- 
tigation into  the  cause  of  the  strike  by 
Mr.  Whyte,  the  assistant  to  the  president, 
and  a  representative  of  the  Dominion  De- 
partment of  Labour. 

On  the  same  day  the  Premier  of  British 
Columbia  offered  the  services  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  government  to  sit  as  an  arbi- 
tration board  on  this  dispute.  The  strikers 
were  willing  to  accept  the  offer  of  the 
Premier,  but  it  was  referred  to  the  head 
office  of  the  company  at  Montreal  and  no 
action  was  taken  on  it. 

On  the  16th  the  Brotherhood  decided  to 
accept  Superintendent  Marpole's  offer  of 
an  investigation,  but  they  were  referred  to 
Montreal  and  nothing  further  took  place. 

Further  efforts  at  settlement  throughout 
the  month  were  of  no  avail. 

Effect  of  the  Strike  on  other  Industries. 

The  immediate  effect  of  the  strike  was 
the   stoppage   of    the     transportation     of 
freight  to  and  from  the  C.  P.  R.  at  Van- 
couver.      The  company  attempted  to  over- 
come  the   difficulty  by   importing   a   large 
number  of  freight  handlers  from  the  east, 
but  the  refusal  of  the  teamsters'  union  to 
touch  this  freight  caused  a  conge  stion  at 
the  sheds  until   the  master  draymen  suc- 
ceeded  in   obtaining   other   drivers.       The 
local    merchants    were   greatly    inconveni- 
enced for  a  time,  and  decided  to  support 
the  master  draymen  if  they  employed  non- 
union drivers  in  the  place  of  the  strikers. 
Owing  to   the  strength   of   the  longshore- 
men's    and    steamboatmen's     unions,    the 
situation  was  more  serious  at  the  wharfs, 
when  these  two  took  the  side  of  the  rail- 
way employees.       Some  vessels,  which  had 
been  engaged  in  trade  on  the  British  Co- 
lumbia  coast,  went  to   Seattle   instead  of 
Vancouver  to  unload,  as  the  work  of  ship- 
ping and  unshipping  freight  for  the  C.P.R. 
was  completely  suspended.       Similar  diffi- 
culties,  in   a   smaller   degree,   prevailed   at 
Winnipeg,    Calgary,    Revelstoke    and   Nel- 
son, where  the  members  of  the  U.  B.  R.  E. 
were  also  on  strike. 
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The  trade  in  grain,  which  was  being  built 
up  by  the  C.  P.  R.,  between  the  Canadian 
North-west  and  South  Africa  and  Austra- 
lia has  been  greatly  retarded  and  handi- 
capped, and  about  six  vessels,  which  were 
to  have  been  engaged  in  this  traffic,  were 
diverted  to  Puget  Sound,  the  businss  going 
to  United  States  shippers. 

An  incident  in  connection  with  this 
strike  was  the  fact  that  George  Estes,  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
way Employees,  was  summoned  to  appear 
before  the  police  magistrate  on  March  19, 
to  answer  a  charge  made  by  Robert  Bullick, 
to  the  effect  that  he  ( has  reasonable  and 
probable  grounds  for  believing  that  George 
Estes,  at  present  of  Victoria,  on  the  16th, 
17th  and  18th  of  March,  at  Victoria,  did 
attempt  to  incite  the  crew  of  the  steamer 
Charmer,  a  vessel    in    operation    by    the 


C.  P.  N.  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  employed,  among 
other  things,  in  conveying  His  Majesty's 
mails  from  the  city  of  Victoria  to  the 
city  of  Vancouver,  to  wilfully  delay  the 
passing  and  progress  of  the  said  vessel, 
while  so  employed.'  The  case  was  pending 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

At  Winnipeg,  the  C.  P.  R.  Company 
brought  an  action  against  one  of  its  employ- 
ees who  went  out  on  strike  on  March  16,  on 
the  ground  of  desertion  of  employment. 
After  the  case  had  been  enlarged  several 
times,  judgment  was  delivered  on  Monday, 
the  30th,  when  the  striking  clerk  was  fined 
the  costs  of  the  court,  the  magistrate  hold- 
ing that,  while  there  might  be  no  explicit 
contract,  all  the  surroundings,  method  of 
payment,  &c,  pointed  to  an  understanding 
on  the  part  of  the  men  and  the  company 
that  it  was  a  monthly  engagement. 


SETTLEMENT  OF  STRIKE  AND  WAGES  CLAIMS  OF  EMPLOYEES  OF  QUEBEC 

SOUTHERN    RAILWAY    COMPANY. 


In  the  March  number  of  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette an  account  was  given  of  the  interven- 
tion of  the  Department  of  Labour  on  behalf 
of  the  employees  of  the  Quebec  Southern 
Railway  Company  in  the  matter  of  certain 
wages  claims  of  the  employees  against  the 
company.  It  was  pointed  out  in  that  num- 
ber that,  on  the  20th  January  last,  the  em- 
ployees of  the  railway  stopped  work  because 
of  the  non-receipt  by  that  date  of  wages, 
owing  on  account  of  services  rendered  and 
work  done  during  the  previous  month.  It 
was  shown  that  this  cessation  of  work  had 
the  effect  of  bringing  about  a  complete 
stoppage  of  operations  along  the  line  of  the 
company's  railway  in  question  from  Sorel 
to  Noyau  Junction,  Que.,  a  distance  of 
about  80  miles.  The  result  and  economic 
effects  of  this  situation  were  outlined  and 
an  account  given  of  the  request  by  the  em- 
ployees during  the  month  of  February  for 
the  intervention  of  the  Department  of  La- 
bour and  the  action  of  the  department  in 
consequence. 


Negotiations  During  March. 

The  situation  at  the  end  of  the  month,  as 
brought  to  date  in  the  Labour  Gazette,  was, 
in  brief,  that  after  investigation  by  t  he 
deputy  minister  of  the  department,  the 
Honourable  the  Minister  of  Labour  had 
communicated  with  the  president  of  the 
company  as  to  the  situation,  and  had  asked 
a  reply  stating  definitely  what  the  company 
intended  to  do  in  the  matter  of  the  claims 
of  its  employees,  and  also  when  it  intended 
to  resume  operations.  The  reply  received 
by  the  minister,  while  dealing  with  some 
features  of  the  situation,  did  not  answer 
definitely  the  points  on  which  exact  inform- 
ation was  sought,  and  the  negotiations  of  the 
department  since  that  time  and  during  the 
month  of  March  were  carried  on  with  a 
view  of  obtaining  definite  statements  on 
these  points.  During  the  month  an  Order 
of  the  House  of  Commons  was  granted,  in 
response  to  the  request  of  a  member  of  the 
House,  for  copies  of  all  correspondence  be- 
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tween  the  government  and  any  department 
and  the  officers  and  manager  of  the  South 
Shore  Railway  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  also  for  copies  or  representations 
which  may  have  been  made  to  the  govern- 
ment in  reference  to  the  working  of  that 
road.  The  affairs  of  the  road  were  also 
publicly  discussed  in  the  legislature  of  the 
province  of  Quebec. 

The  Terms  of  Settlement. 

On  March  27,  a  settlement  and  agree- 
ment was  officially  entered  into  between 
the  company  and  its  employees,  the  com- 
pany paying  all  outstanding  wages,  and 
agreeing  to  employ  all  former  employees 
in  the  same  capacity  as  they  had  been  em- 
ployed in  previous  to  January  1,  1903. 
The  company  agreed  also  not  to  discrimin- 
ate against  any  employee  and  to  pay  all 
wages  due  on  account  of  each  month's  ser- 
vices not  later  than  the  25th  of  the  month 
following.  It  was  further  agreed  that 
the  company  would  be  prepared  to  discuss, 
without  delay,  with  a  committee  repre- 
senting the  employees,  the  schedule  of 
wages  and  rules  which  was  presented  pre- 
vious to  the  cessation  of  operations  on 
January  20.  On  this  agreement  being 
signed  by  representatives   of   the  parties, 


the  company  on  the  day  following  ran  its 
first  train  from  St.  Hyacinthe,  conducting 
the  paymaster  that  a  settlement  might  be 
made  with  employees  along  the  line.  Since 
this  the  operations  of  the  road  have  con- 
tinued. 

The  strike  was  in  continuance  in  all 
about  68  days,  and  about  130  employees 
were  immediately  concerned. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  agree- 
ment, on  the  basis  of  which  operations  were 
resumed  : — 

Before  the  employees  return  to  work  it  is 
hereby  agreed  that  the  employees  desiring  it 
will  be  reinstated  in  the  same  position  and  in 
the  same  capacity  as  employed  previous  to 
January  1,   1903. 

2.  That  the  company  will  be  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss with  the  committee  representing  tbe  em- 
ployees the  schedule  of  wages  and  rules  pre- 
sented previously,  and  that  the  said  discussion 
will  not  be  delayed  by  the  company  more  than 
one  month  from  this  d'ite. 

3.  That  there  shall  not  be  any  discrimination 
of  any  kin^d  against  any  employee  or  employees 
on  account  of  any  action  taken  by  him  or  by 
them  in  connection  with  the  ending  strike  or 
with   any  labour   organization. 

4.  That  the  company  will  pay  all  wages  each 
month  and  not  later  than  the  25th  of  the  fol- 
lowing month. 

(Sgd.)     R.    A.    TRUDEAU, 

Supt.    Q.    S.    Ry. 

J.  A.   AUBERTIN,  )      .       .. 

J.  A.  BOURBONNIERE  }     l0\  ine 
P.    H.   HEBERT,  J  employees. 


STRIKE   OF  EMPLOYEES   OF  THE  CROW'S  NEST  PASS  COAL  COMPANY, 

AT  FERNIE,  B.C. 


The  strike  of  the  employees  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Coal  Company,  which  com- 
menced on  the  11th  of  February,  was  con- 
tinued throughout  the  month  of  March  de- 
spite the  many  efforts  made  to  bring  about 
a  settlement  of  the  differences  between  the 
parties.  On  the  last  day  of  the  month, 
however,  an  agreement  was  effected  which 
led  to  a  termination  of  the  strike  and  a 
resumption  of  work. 

In  the  March  number  of  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette an  account  was  given  of  the  circum- 
stances which  led  up  to  the  strike,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  affected  by  it,  and  its  gene- 
ral economic  and  other  effects.       The  lat- 


ter, as  might  naturally  be  supposed,  be- 
came much  more  serious  during  the  month 
of  March,  in  consequence  of  the  continu- 
ance of  the  strike.  As  was  pointed  out 
out  in  the  article  referred  to,  practically 
the  whole  of  the  mining  and  smelting  in- 
dustry throughout  the  Kootenays  and  Boun- 
dary districts  of  British  Columbia  is  de- 
pendent on  the  coal  and  coke  supplied  by 
the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company. 
While  the  effects  of  the  strike  through  the 
month  of  February  were  sufficient  to  cause 
the  cessation  of  operations  at  one  or  two 
of  the  smelters  in  those  districts,  its  con- 
tinuance  through    the   month    of    March 
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brought  the  mining  and  smelting  industry 
of  those  parts  almost  to  a  standstill,  with 
the  result  that  before  its  settlement  ap- 
proximately six  thousand  men  became  di- 
rectly affected  by  the  deadlock  between  the 
company  and  its  employees.  The  occur- 
rence during  the  month  of  March  of  strikes 
at  the  mines  on  Vancouver  Island  and  of 
employees  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  at  Vancouver,  Victoria  and 
other  points,  made  a  material  addition  to 
the  complications  in  the  situation,  the 
whole  industrial  condition  of  the  province 
coming,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  be  at  the 
mercy  of  its  industrial  conflicts. 

As  pointed  out  in  the  March  Gazette, 
the  strike  was  occasioned  by  a  refusal  on 
the  part  of  the  management  of  the  company 
to  recognize  the  committee  of  a  newly  form- 
ed district  union  of  the  Western  Federation 
of  Miners,  or  to  receive  from  the  com- 
mittee a  statement  of  demands  and  other 
matters  which  it  wished  to  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  the  company. 

Conciliation    Committee    of    Employers 
and  Employees. 

On  March  1,  the  British  Columbia  Min- 
ing Association,  which  was  holding  its  first 
annual  convention  at  Victoria  at  that  time, 
appointed  a  committee,  composed  of  three 
representatives  each  of  capital  and  labour, 
with  the  president  of  the  Mining  Associa- 
tion as  chairman,  to  act  as  a  conciliation 
board  with  a  view  to  bringing  about  a  set- 
tlement of  the  questions  in  dispute.  The 
Premier  of  British  Columbia  promised 
that,  under  the  circumstances,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province  would  provide  the 
funds  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this  com- 
mittee. Its  good  offices  were  accepted  by 
the  company  and  the  strikers,  and  it  began 
its  investigations  at  Fernie  on  Monday, 
March  9,  holding  frequent  meetings 
throughout  the  month.  The  first  efforts 
of  the  committee  were  directed  towards 
bringing  about  a  joint  meeting  between 
the  parties,  which  up  to  the  time  of  its. 
appointment  had  been  the  preliminary  ob- 
stacle to  any  efforts  at  settlement.      Once 


the  parties  had  been  brought  together,  the 
question  of  the  strike  was  changed  from 
one  of  recognition  of  the  district  union 
merely  to  a  consideration  of  a  variety  of 
demands,  of  which  changes  in  the  exist- 
ing scales  of  wages  were  the  most  import- 
ant. For  a  week  or  more  the  committee 
were  engaged  in  the  taking  of  evidence 
from  miners  as  to  the  wages  earned,  the 
number  of  shifts  worked  per  month,  the 
obstacles  they  had  to  contend  with,  and 
the  special  conditions  of  mining  in  the 
company's  three  camps,  Coal  Creek,  Mor- 
rissey  and  Michel. 

On  the  21st,  a  basis  of  settlement  was 
reached   by   the   committe,   which   it   was 
thought  would  be  acceptable  to  both  par- 
ties, and  an  immediate  termination  of  the 
strike  was  expected    at    that    date.       An 
agreement  was  drawn  up  acceptable  to  the 
manager  of  the  company  and  to  the  execu- 
tive   of   the    district    union,    covering   the 
points  at  issue.     It  was  believed  that  this 
agreement,  which  required  the  ratification 
of  the  local  unions  would,  in  virtue  of  itsj 
acceptance  by   the   district   committee,   be 
accepted  by  the  locals  with  practically  no 
opposition.      When,  however,  it  was  refer- J 
red  to  the  local  unions,  the  agreement  wasi 
accepted  by  the  Michel  local,  but  was  re-i 
jected  by  the  unions   at  Coal   Creek  and 
Morrissey. 

Despite  this  unexpected  turn  of  affairs,' 
the    conciliation   committee   continued   its 
work,  and  on  the  28th  the  miners  at  Michel j 
and  Morrissey  voted  again.     At  the  f  ormei 
place,  139    voted  to  go  to  work    and    151 
against;  at  the  latter,  62  for  and  28  against. 
At  Coal  Creek  there  was  an  adverse  vol 
of  34  for  and  136  against.       On  the  31st 
of  the  month,  notwithstanding  the  opposi- 
tion  of  the   Coal  Creek  local,  the  agr< 
ment  which  had  been   drawn   up   by  the 
committee,   accepted   by   the   management 
and  the  district  union,  and  referred  to  the 
locals  for  ratification,  was  signed  by  the 
parties. 

As  the  Western  Federation  of  Minei 
in  consequence  of  the  acceptance   of 
agreement  by  the  district  union,  declai 
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the  strike  off,  the  Coal  Creek  miners  ac- 
cepted the  ruling  and  decided  to  go  back 
to  work.  They  signed  the  same  agreement 
as  that  signed  by  Michel  and  Morrissey 
miners.  Work  was  commenced  at  the 
mines  on  the  following  day. 

Disturbance  at  Coal  Creek. 

An  incident  in  connection  with  the 
strike,  which  threatened  at  one  time  to 
give  to  the  whole  situation  a  distinctly  crit- 
ical appearance,  was  an  attempt  on  the  part 
of  some  men  to  interfere  with  the  success- 
ful working  of  the  pumps  and  fans  of  the 
company  at  the  Coal  Creek  mine.  On  the 
night  of  Thursday,  the  19th,  a  masked  mob 
of  between  fifty  and  seventy  men  compelled 
two  employees,  engaged  at  the  boiler  house 
there,  to  leave  their  work.  They  then  for- 
cibly entered  a  house  where  four  other  em- 
ployees were  sleeping  and  seized  them. 
With  these  six  the  crowd  marched  some 
distance  beyond  Fernie,  and  after  ordering 
them  not  to  return  on  pain  of  death,  it 
dispersed.  As  soon  as  the  police  at  Fernie 
heard  of  the  disturbance,  they  started  in 
pursuit,  but  they  were  too  late  to  come  up 
with  the  mob.  However,  they  found  and 
brought  back  five  of  the  men  who  had  been 
driven  away.  They  did  not  bear  any  marks 
of  ill-treatment.  A  few  arrests  were  made 
in  connection  with  the  affair.  The  Miners' 
Union  repudiated  the  whole  occurrence, 
maintaining  that  they  were  not  in  any 
way  responsible  for  it,  and  on  the  follow- 
ing night  they  appointed  several  of  their 
members  to  assist  the  police  in  protecting 
Fernie. 

Terms  of  Settlement. 

The  important  features  of  the  agreement 
were  recognition  of  the  union;  an  increase 
of  wages  in  some  classes  of  work  in  the 
Morrissey  and  Michel  camps,  and  a  slight 
reduction  in  some  of  the  rates  at  the  Coal 
Creek  camp;  a  definite  arrangement  gov- 
erning certain  conditions  of  employment, 
which  had  been  in  dispute;  and  a  clause, 
making  provision  that  the  agreement 
should  last  for  a  period  of  three  years  from 
April  1,  1903,  provided  that  after  the  ex- 


piration of  two  years  either  party  might 
terminate  the  agreement  by  giving  '  sixty 
days'  notice  in  writing  to  the  other.  The 
following  are  the  terms  of  settlement  in 
detail,  as  they  have  been  given  to  the 
press  : — 

Article  1.  That  the  company  shall  pay 
the  sum  of  three  dollars  per  day  for  all 
miners  taken  from  piece-working  places, 
if  taken  from  the  face  to  do  company  work. 

Article  2.  That  the  term  of  agreement 
shall  be  for  a  period  of  three  years,  from 
April  1,  1903,  to  April  1,  1906,  provided 
always  that  on  or  after  the  expiration  of 
April  1,  1905,  either  party  can,  by  giving 
sixty  days'  notice  in  writing  to  the  other, 
terminate  this  agreement,  provided  that  in 
the  event  of  the  company  being  able  to 
secure  an  advance  in  price  for  its  commo- 
dity over  that  at  present  prescribed  by  the 
government,  viz.,  $2  for  run  of  coal,  the 
attached  schedules  shall  be  open  for  revi- 
sion and  adjustment  in  accordance  with  the 
terms  of  the  agreement.  It  is  understood 
and  agreed  that  there  shall  be  no  discrim- 
ination by  the  company  nor  by  the  men  be- 
tween representatives  of  labour  organiza- 
tions and  non-representatives  of  such  or- 
ganizations. 

Article  3.  That  the  company  will  deliver 
all  timbers  as  near  working  places  as  pos- 
sible, or  at  the  mouth  of  the  room. 

Article  4.  The  company  will  pay  the 
wages  of  one  man  on  the  day  the  McGinty 
is  being  moved.  In  the  event  of  two  miners 
working  together,  this  will  be  interpreted 
as  meaning  the  wage  of  a  miner  at  sche- 
duled rate.  In  the  event  of  a  miner  and 
back-hand  working  together,  this  will 
be  interpreted  as  meaning  the  wage  of 
a  back-hand  as  per  attached  schedule, 
the  company  to  lay  one  rail  from 
the  frog,  after  which  the  miner  is  to  carry 
the  track  in  consideration  of  30  cents  being 
paid  each  and  every  lineal  yard  of  double 
track  laid  by  the  miner. 

Article  5.  That  one  man  shall  have  only 
one  place  and  only  one  shift  in  such  place,  it 
being  understood  that  this  article  refers 
only  to  gangways,  rooms  and  cross-cuts, 
after  the  levers  are  turned  from  the  slopes 
or  inclines  to  accommodate  the  car,  said 
gangway  or  lever  to  be  turned  over  to 
other  men  in  the  event  of  the  ^contractor 
on  the  incline  or  slope  desiring  such  gang- 
way or  level  to  have  preference. 

Article  6.  The  company  will  meet  a  com- 
mittee of  any  local  union  to  discuss  any 


802 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE  . 


April,  1903 


grievance.  Failing  adjustment  of  difficul- 
ties so  presented,  it  will  meet  the  executive 
of  the  district,  provided  that  in  all  cases 
the  personnel  of  the  different  committees 
be  made  up  entirely  of  employees  of  the 
company.  Any  communication  received  by 
officers  of  the  company  from  secretaries 
of  the  different  locals,  or  of  the  executive 
district  secretary,  will  receive  the  courtesy 
due  it,  and  a  reoly  thereto  will  be  forward- 
ed. 

Article  7.  That  the  company  are  unwil- 
ling to  change  the  system  adopted  for  the 
single  shift  system,  8  hours'  work  required 
of  all  hands  for  8  hours'  pay.  The  system 
as  adopted  at  Coal  Creek  mines  is  under- 
stood as  commencing  at  the  Lamp  station 
at  3.30  p.m. 

Article  8.  That  the  company  will  sell  a 
lot  or  lots  to  the  men  at  Morrissey  in  the 
new  town  site  opened  by  the  company.  The 
company  will,  on  conclusion  of  this  agree- 
ment between  the  company  and  the 
men,  for  a  term  of  not  less  than  two 
years,  lease  at  reasonable  rental,  a  piece 
of  ground  at  Michel,  two  years  being  under- 
stood as  referring  to  the  life  of  this  agree- 
ment, and  not  to  the  lease  of  the  premises. 
The  deed  and  lease  shall  be  granted  to  a 
Board  of  Trustees,  appointed  by  the  party 
of  the  second  part.  The  term  of  lease  to 
be  agreed  upon  later. 

New  Scale  of  Wages. 

Coal  Creek. — At  No.  1  mine,  the  rate 
has  been  reduced  from  60  cents  per  ton  to 
55  cents.  At  Nos.  2  and  3,  the  old  rate 
of  60  cents  is  unchanged.  The  yardage  in 
levels,  parallel  and  cross-cuts  in  No.  1  has 
been  reduced  from  $2.50  to  $1;  in  No.  2 
from  $2.50  to  $1.50;  and  in  No.  3  from 


$2.50  to  $2.  Room  cross-cuts  in  all  three 
remain  at  the  old  rate  of  50  cents  per 
lineal  yard. 

Michel: — In  Nos.  3,  4  and  8»mines,  the 
old  rate  of  55  cents  per  ton  is  maintained. 
In  No.  5,  it  is  increased  from  55  to  60 
cents.  In  the  yardage  rate  there  is  a  re- 
duction from  $2.40  to  $2  per  yard  on  cross- 
cuts between  levels  in  No.  3  mine.  Yard- 
age in  levels  and  parallels  is  raised  from 
$1.40  to  $1.75,  and  the  cross-cut  rate  be- 
tween levels  is  increased  from  $1  to  $1.75. 
All  other  yardage  rates  are  unchanged. 

Morrissey. — In  No.  1  mine,  the  mining 
rate  is  increased  from  40  to  50  cents  per 
ton;  at  Nos.  3,  4  and  5  the  old  rate  of  55 
cents  is  maintained.  The  yardage  rate  in 
levels  and  parallels  in  No.  1  mine  has  been 
reduced  from  $2  to  $1 ;  in  No.  2  mine,  from 
$2  to  $1.50,  and  in  No.  3  mine  from  $2  to 
$1.  The  rate  for  cross-cutting  between 
levels  in  No.  3  has  been  increased  from 
$1  a  yard  to  $1.50.  All  other  yardage 
rates  are  unchanged. 

In  the  three  camps,  the  rate  for  timber- 
ing the  mines  is  to  be  fixed  at  $1  per  set, 
with  lagging  and  centre  posts  when  re- 
quired, all  timber  and  lagging  to  be  deliver- 
ed by  the  company  as  near  the  workings 
as  possible,  and  thereafter  handled,  framed 
and  set  by  the  miner.  The  following  in- 
creases in  wages  are  given :  Fire  boss/ 
from  $3  to  $3.25;  brattice  men,  from  $2.75 
to  $3  ;  hoist  men,  from  $2.50  to  $2.75  ; 
general  outside  labourers,  from  $1.75  to 
$1.80. 


TRADE  DISPUTES  DURING   THE  MONTH  OF  MARCH. 


The  month  of  March  was  marked  by  a 
large  number  of  industrial  disturbances, 
chiefly  in  British  Columbia  and  Ontario, 
although  it  was  only  in  the  former  pro- 
vince that  their  effects  on  industrial  acti- 
vities were  at  all  serious.  No  new  dis- 
putes of  importance  occurred  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec,  and  there  were  only  two 
in  the  maritime  provinces.  In  Manitoba 
the   only   disputes   were   in   the  nature   of 


sympathetic  strikes,  occasioned  by  the 
strike  of  railway  employees  at  Vancouver, 
and  they  are  therefore  best  regarded  as  a 
portion  of  the  original  dispute,  of  which 
they  were  the  outcome. 

Analysis  of  Trade  Disputes  of  the  Month. 

Number  and  magnitude. — Of  the  ten 
disputes  which  were  unsetf.ed  during  Feb- 
ruary,  one  lapsed   through   the  employers 
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obtaining  other  men  to  replace  the  strik- 
ers, six  were  settled  in  March,  and  three 
were  still  going  on  at  the  end  of  that  month. 
There  were  18  new  disputes,  as  well  as  six 
sympathetic  strikes,  and  a  number  of  minor 
disturbances  too  unimportant  for  classifi- 
cation. The  more  important  disputes  in- 
volved 83  establishments,  3,818  men  direct- 
ly, and  6,875  indirectly.  These  numbers 
are  all  merely  approximate,  as  exact  sta- 
tistics were  not  available,  chiefly  owing  to 
the  confused  conditions  in  British  Colum- 
bia arising  out  of  the  disturbances  con- 
nected with  the  railway  and  coal  strikes, 
but  care  has  been  taken  to  make  the  figures 
as  accurate  as  possible. 

Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — Owing  to 
the  fact  that  some  establishmens  involved 
were  able  to  obtain  other  men  to  replace 
a  certain  number  of  their  old  employees 
luring  the  continuance  of  the  strike,  and 
that  in  some  cases  many  of  the  strikers 
found  work  elsewhere,  only  a  general  esti- 
mate is  obtainable  with  regard  to  the 
ictual  loss  of  working  days.  Taking  into 
iccount  only  those  who  were  directly  affect- 
ed, the  loss  of  time  amounted  to  71,525 
lays. 

Trades  affected  by  new  disputes. — In  the 
juilding  trades  there  were  five  disputes, 
>ne  of  which  concerned  the  members  of  all 
'ranches  connected  with  building.  These 
nvolved  34  establishments  and  594  men. 
n  the  mining  industry  there  was  one,  af- 
ecting  one  company  and  700  men.  In 
ransportation  there  were  two  distinct  dis- 
putes, as  well  as  five  sympathetic  strikes. 
n  the  clothing  trades  there  were  two,  in- 
olving  21  establishments,  365  men  direct- 
f  and  635  indirectly. 

Causes. — In  11  cases  the  cause  of  the  dis- 
utes  was  on  account  of  a  demand  for  in- 
rease  of  wages.  A  demand  for  the  recog- 
ition  of  a  union  accounted  for  one.  Both 
uese  causes  were  involved  in  two  disputes. 
)ne  was  caused  by  a  dispute  between  two 
nions  in  regard  to  the  right  to  perform  a 
ertain  class  of  work,  and  another  owing 
}  the  introduction  of  a  time-registering  de- 
ice. 


Results. — Of  the  disputes  of  the  previous 
month  that  were  settled  in  March,  •  the 
strikers  gained  their  demands  in  three 
cases,  and  a  compromise  was  effected  in 
two.  Of  the  March  strikes  that  were  set- 
tled, the  men's  demands  were  granted  in 
three  cases,  a  compromise  was  made  in 
four  cases,  in  two  the  strikers'  places  were 
filled  by  other  men,  and  in  one  they  secured 
employment  elsewhere. 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Month. 

Of  the  disputes  which  began  before 
March  1,  the  following  were  settled  during 
the  month:  A  strike  of  employees  of  the 
Quebec  Southern  Railway  at  St.  Hya- 
cinthe,  Que.;  coal  miners  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  at  Fernie,  Mor- 
rissey  and  Michel,  B.C.;  shoe-machine 
workers  employed  by  the  firm  of  Goulet  & 
Garant,  Quebec;  shoe-machine  workers  of 
the  firm  of  Mailhiot  &  Gagnon,  Montreal, 
and  structural  bridge  and  ironworkers  at 
Fort  William,  Ont.  The  following  disputes 
were  not  terminated  at  the  end  of  March: 
Cigarmakers  of  Granda,  Hermanos  Y 
Ca.,  Montreal;  employees  of  the  McLaugh- 
lin Carriage  Company,  Oshawa,  Ont.,  and 
employees  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Bail- 
way  at  Vancouver,  B.C. 

The  disputes  concerning  the  Quebec  Sou- 
thern Railway,  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal 
Co.,  and  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. 
are  treated  in  special  articles  in  the  present 
number  of  the  Gazette.  The  following  is 
a  brief  account  of  the  more  important  of 
the   other   strikes   of  the   month: — 

Quebec  Shoe-Machine  Workers'  Dispute. 

A  dispute  between  the  employees  and 
the  management  of  the  shoe  factory  of 
Goulet  &  Garant  at  Quebec,  which  began 
on  February  20,  arose  from  a  complaint  of 
the  shoe-machine  workers  against  the  em- 
ployment of  a  non-unionist,  contrary  to  an 
agreement  which  existed  between  the  Shoe 
Manufacturers'  Association  of  Quebec  and 
the  National  Brotherhood  of  Shoe-machine 
Workers.       On  February  21  the  secretary 
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of  the  Manufacturers'  Association  lodged  a 
complaint  with  the  National  Brotherhood 
to  the  effect  that  these  employees,  by  quit- 
ting their  work  without  due  notice,  had 
violated  the  terms  of  the  agreement  which 
had  been  accepted  by  them  and  by  MM. 
Goulet  &  Garant,  when  the  Archbishop  of 
Quebec  had  acted  as  arbitrator,  and  asked 
if  they  had  the  support  of  the  Brotherhood 
in  doing  so.  To  this  a  reply  was  sent  that 
the  trouble  appeared  more  a  case  of  sum- 
mary dismissal  than  a  strike,  and  a  request 
was  made  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  arbitration,  as  provided  in 
the  agreement  made  through  the  mediation 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Quebec. 

The  dispute  was  first  referred  to  a  con- 
ciliation committee,  composed  of  three  re- 
presentatives each  from  the  manufacturers 
and  the  union.  At  a  meeting  held  on 
February  26  this  committee  passed  a  reso- 
lution requiring  the  men  to  return  to  work 
on  March  3,  on  penalty  of  their  being  ex- 
pelled from  their  union  should  they  fail 
to  do  so.  Thereupon  the  men  appealed  to 
the  Board  of  Arbitration,  the  manufac- 
turers and  the  shoe-workers  having  ap- 
pointed their  epresentatives  on  it.  The 
two  representatives,  however,  who  should 
have  chosen  the  third  arbitrator,  were  un- 
able to  agree,  and  he  was  therefore  selected, 
as  provided,  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Quebec.  However,  before 
the  Board  of  Arbitration  had  time  to  enter 
upon  its  duties,  Goulet  &  Garant  withdrew 
their  complaints  against  their  former  em- 
ployees if  they  would  return  to  work,  and 
the  whole  matter  in  dispute  was  satisfac- 
torily adjusted,  the  men  going  back  to  the 
factory  on  March  7.  In  this  dispute  48 
shoe-machine  workers  were  directly  con- 
cerned, and  the  rest  of  the  employees  in 
the  factory,  to  the  number  of  about  300, 
were  indirectly  affected. 

Fort  William  Iron  Workers'  Strike. 

On  February  24  a  strike  was  declared 
at  Fort  William  by  the  local  union  of  the 
International  Structural  Bridge  and  Iron 
Workers,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  the 
employers  to  adopt  a  new  scale  of  wages 


which  had  been  submitted  to  them  by  the 
union.  The  strikers  numbered  250,-  and 
the  companies  affected  were  the  Macdonald 
Engineering  Co.,  Warren  City  Boiler 
Works,  Phoenix  Iron  Co.,  the  American 
Bridge  Co.,  and  ,  ndirectly)  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Co.  The  scale  of  wages 
at  that  time  in  force  was  on  the  basis  of 
500  rivets,  considered  to  be  a  day's  work, 
and  was  distributed  among  each  gang  of 
four  as  follows:  Rivetter,  $2.50;  helper, 
$2;  heater,  $2;  with  a  bonus  of  2  cents  per 
rivet  to  each  gang.  Owing  to  a  shortage  in 
the  number  of  rivets  driven  at  the  works 
of  the  Macdonald  Engineering  Co.,  on  Feb- 
ruary 20,  payment  was  made  according  to 
the  actual  number  driven,  whereupon  a 
meeting  of  the  union  was  held  on  the  next 
evening,  when  the  following  schedule  was 
drawn  up  and  presented  to  all  the  compan- 
ies mentioned  above  : — 

1.  Loftsmen,  rivetters,  hoisting  engineers, 
chippers  and  caulkers,  40  cents  per  hour. 

2.  Rivet  heaters,  35  cents  per   hour. 

3.  Holders-on,   30  cents  per  hour. 

4.  Ground  men,  25  cents  per  hour. 

5.  Shop  men  in  charge  of  machines,  30  cents 
per  hour. 

6.  All  other  shop  help  on  iron  work,  25  cents 
per    hour. 

7.  Nine   hours   to    constitute   a   day's   work. 

8.  No  piece  work  to  be  allowed. 

9.  Wages  to  be  paid  twice  a  month. 

10.  All  grievances  between  the  party  of  the 
first  part  and  local  No.  53,  I.B.  &  S.I.W.,  the 
party  of  the  second  part,  which  cannot  be  satis- 
factorily settled,  to  be  submitted  to  arbitra- 
tion, the  party  of  the  first  part  to  name  one 
arbitrator,  and  the  party  of  the  second  part  to 
name  one  arbitrator,  and  the  two  so  named  to 
agree  and  appoint  a  third,  both  parties  to  be 
bound  by  the  decision  of  the  board  of  arbitra- 
tion   so    constituted. 

11.  This  agreement  to  take  effect  from  date 
of  signing,  and  to  remain  in  effect  for  six 
months   from  date. 

The  companies  not  acceding  to  these  de- 
mands, a  strike  was  formally  declared  on 
February  24.  The  employees  then  amend- 
ed their  schedule  as  follows: — 

1.  Erectors,  riggers  and  hoisting  engineers, 
40  cents  per  hour. 

2.  Rivetters,  heaters,  holders-on,  chippers 
and  caulkers,   35  cents  per  hour. 

3.  Ground  men,  25  cents  per  hour. 

4.  Shop  men  in  charge  of  machines,  25  cents 
per  hour. 

5.  All  other  shop  help,  22J  cents  per  hour. 

6.  Ten  hours  to  constitute  a  day's  work  on 
all  works  now  in  course  of  construction. 

7.  Nine  hours  to  constitute  a  day's  work  on 
all  new   contracts. 
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On  February  27  the  Mayor  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam endeavoured  to  effect  a  settlement  on 
the  following  terms  : — 

1.  Riggers  and  erectors  to  be  paid  35  cents 
per  hour. 

2.  Caulkers,  chippers,  rivetters,  heaters,  hold- 
ers-on  and  strikers,  27£  cents  per  hour. 

3.  Hoisting  engineers,   30  cents. 

4.  Groundsmen,   25   cents. 

The  remaining  four  articles  were  accept- 
able to  both  parties. 

The  employers  objected  to  the  first  and 
fourth  scales,  offering  (1)  a  minimum  of 
27£  cents,  and  for  (4)  20  cents.  On  March 
3  a  meeting  took  place  between  the  head 
of  the  Macdonald  Engineering  Co.  and  a 
committee  of  the  strikers,  when  an  agree- 
ment was  reached  according  to  which  the 
last  schedule  presented  by  the  men  was 
adopted  with  the  exception  that  the  wages 
of  groundmen  were  placed  at  22£  cents  per 
hour,  instead  of  25.  The  other  companies 
concerned  also  agreed  to  these  terms,  and 
work  was  resumed  on  the  following  day. 

New  Disputes. 

Among  the  new  disputes  of  importance 
which  ocurred  during  the  month  of  March 
were  a  strike  of  coal  miners  at  the  Exten- 
sion Mines,  near  Ladysmith,  B.  C,  one 
concerning  various  classes  of  labourers  em- 
ployed by  the  Collingwood  Shipbuilding 
Co.,  Collingwood,  Ont.,  and  a  strike  of 
cotton  weavers  at  Milltown,  N.B.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  brief  account  of  these  three 
disputes. 

Strike  at  the  Extension  Mines,  British 

Columbia. 

On  March  11  a  strike  took  place  at  the 
Extension  Mines,  near  Ladysmith,  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  which  affected  between  seven 
and  eight  hundred  men.  A  meeting  of  the 
miners  had  been  held  at  Ladysmith  on  Sun- 
day, March  8,  for  the  purpose  of  organiz- 
ing a  union.  At  that  meeting  steps  were 
taken  to  form  a  branch  of  the  Western 
Federation  of  Miners.  A  proposal  to  de- 
mand an  increase  of  15  per  cent  in  pay 
was  vetoed.  On  the  following  Tuesday, 
when  the  miners  went  to  work,  they  found 
a   notice   posted   up   by   the   company   de- 


claring that  the  Extension  Mines  would  be 
closed  on  April  1,  and  ordering  the  men  to 
return  their  tools  to  the  store  by  that  date. 
They  also  discovered  that  seven  men,  who 
had  been  prominent  at  the  meeting,  had 
been  discharged.  Believing  that  this  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  company  was  owing 
to  the  fact  that  they  had  formed  a  union, 
the  men  refused  to  work  any  longer  at  the 
mines.  On  Saturday,  March  21,  the  min- 
ers appointed  a  conciliation  committee  to 
endeavour  to  procure  a  conference  be- 
tween the  union's  representatives  and  the 
president  of  the  company,  but  they  did  not 
succeed  in  effecting  their  purpose.  To- 
wards the  close  of  the  month  a  large  num- 
ber of  miners  left  the  place,  as  there  did 
not  seem  to  be  any  prospect  of  an  early 
resumption  of  work.  At  the  end  of  March 
the  situation  remained  unchanged. 

Strike  of  Employees  of  the  Collingwood 
Shipbuilding  Co. 

On  Monday,  March  9,  the  labourers  en- 
gaged in  excavating  a  dry  dock  for  the 
Collingwood  Shipbuilding  Co.,  struck  work 
and  demanded  an  increase  of  50  cents  per 
day.  On  the  same  day  they  were  joined 
by  the  labourers  in  the  construction  yards, 
later  on  by  the  helpers'  passers,  and  on  the 
12th  by  the  carpenters.  The  rivetters,  who 
had  no  grievance,  were  compelled  to  stop 
also  through  lack  of  assistants.  A  union 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labour  was 
formed  by  the  strikers,  and  the  organizers 
of  it,  who  came  from  Toronto,  tried  unsuc- 
cessfully to  see  the  management  of  the 
company,  with  a  view  to  coming  to  an 
agreement. 

Further  Negotiations  for  a  Settlement. 

On  Friday,  March  20,  the  Mayor  of  Col- 
lingwood tried  unsuccessfully  to  secure  an 
advance  of  2£  cents  per  hour,  or  25  cents 
per  day,  the  men  having  expressed  their 
willingness  to  accept  this  amount.  A  com- 
mittee of  the  strikers  then  interviewed  the 
manager,  who  offered  them  an  increase  of 
12£  cents  per  day.  At  a  meeting  of  the 
men  this  offer  was  unanimously  rejected. 
On  the  following  day,  however,  the  com- 
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pany  agreed  to  give  the  labourers  the  ad- 
vance of  2£  cents  per  hour  which  they  had 
requested,  and  on  Monday,  the  23rd,  these 
terms  were  accepted,  and  the  men  returned 
to  work.  Mr.  Kobert  Glockling,  Secretary 
of  the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Labour,  was  in 
Collingwood  on  the  day  of  the  settlement, 
and  it  is  reported  that  his  services  were  of 
great  benefit  in  bringing  the  dispute  to  a 
satisfactory  termination. 

A  day  or  two  prior  to  the  settlement,  the 
Department  of  Labour,  Ottawa,  received 
from  the  president  and  executive  of  the 
committee  managing  the  strike  on  behalf 
of  the  men,  an  application  for  its  inter- 
vention under  the  Conciliation  Act,  with 
a  view  to  bringing  about  a  settlement  of 
the  matters  in  dispute.  Immediately  on 
receipt  of  thfe  application,  the  depart-; 
ment  put  itself  in  correspondence  with  the 
•  manager  of  the  Collingwood  Shipbuilding 
Company,  drawing  the  company's  attention 
to  the  fact  that  the  department's  interven- 
tion had  been  requested  under  the  Act.  In 
reply   to   this   communication    the   depart- 

lent  received  from  the  company  a  telegram 
;to  the  effect  that  the  company  had  made 
concessions  and  expected  an  immediate  re- 
sumption of  work.  These  concessions  re- 
ferred to  the  increase  of  2£  cents  per  hour 

lentioned  above  and  which  were  accepted 
is  satisfactory  by  the  employees,  and  fur- 

ler  action  on  the  part  of  the  department 

7sls  thereby  rendered  unnecessary. 

Jotton  Weavers'  Strike  at  Milltown,  N.B. 

During  the  month  of  January  the  weav- 
ers employed  at  the  St.  Croix  Cotton  Mill 
it  Milltown,  N.B.,  petitioned  the  manager 
f  the  mill  for  an  increase  of  15  per  cent 
n  the  price  schedule    according  to  which 
hey    were    paid.      They    complained    that 
hey  were  receiving  $2  a  week  less  than  be- 
ore,  chiefly  on  account  of  a  difference  in 
he   material   with   which   they   were    fur- 
ashed,  although  the  schedule  had  remained 
nchanged.    They  allege  that  the  manager 
romised    that    within    two    months    some 
hanges  would  be  made    enabling  them  to 
arn  more,  but  as  nothing  had  been  done 
7 


by  the  13th  of  March,  they  declared  a  strike 
on  that  day  without  attempting  any  fur- 
ther negotiations.  Two  days  later  the  mill 
closed  down  completely,  throwing  800  per- 
sons out  of  employment.  On  March  30 
efforts  were  made  to  resume  operations, 
but  only  30  weavers  out  of  300  returned  to 
work.  The  closing  of  the  mill  affects  di- 
rectly and  indirectly  about  5,000  people, 
as  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of  Milltown 
and  St.  Stephen  derive  their  support  from 
this  mill.  On  the  31st  a  request  for  the 
mediation  of  the  department  under  the 
'  Conciliation  Act '  was  sent  by  the  weavers, 
and  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour  pro- 
ceeded to  Milltown  in  order  to  endeavour 
to  effect  a  settlement. 


ENFORCEMENT  OF  FAIR  WAGES 
RESOLUTION  BY  POST  OFFICE  DE- 
PARTMENT, MARCH,  1903. 

During  the  month  of  March  the  follow- 
ing orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  supplies  below  men- 
tioned. All  were  given  subject  to  the  regu- 
lations for  the  suppression  of  the  sweating 
system,  and  securing  payment  to  the  work- 
ing men  and  working  women  of  fair  wages, 
and  the  performance  of  the  work  under 
proper  sanitary  conditions  : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps ;  also  type 
and  brass  crown  seals 

Making  and  repairing  rubber  dating 
and  other  hand  stamps  and  type..*... 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclu- 
sive of  making  and  repairing  pads, 
also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. .  . . 

Repairing  post  office  scales 

Supplying   mail    bags.    

Repairing  mail  bags 

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  supplying  mail 
bag  fittings 

Repainting  letter  boxes  and  making  and 
repairing  mail  clerks'  tin  boxes 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and 
repairing  postal  stores 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 
official  uniform 


600  11 
32  50 

854  04 

3  00 

1,732  30 

834  80 

662  00 

64  50 

11  10 

22  00 


810 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Apkil,  1903; 


UNIONS    FORMED    DURING    THE 
MONTH  OF  MARCH. 

The  department  has  received  notice  of 
the  following  organizations  as  having  been 
formed  during  the  month  of  March,  1903: 

Nova  Scotia: 

Sydney — Electrical  workers. 

Quebec : 
Levis — Marine  Firemen's  Assembly. 
Montreal — Italian  Labourer's. 

C.P.K.  and  G.T.K.  Carters. 

Barbers. 

Stationary       Engineers      and 
Firemen. 

Railway  Baggage  and  Freight 
Handlers. 

Butchers. 

Wooden  Box  Makers. 

Milkmen. 

Newsboys. 
Quebec — Plumbers. 
Sherbrooke — Plumbers. 

Ontario  : 

Chatham — Carriage  Workers. 

Collingwood — Federal  Labour. 

Fort  William — Bricklayers  and  Masons. 

Carpenters  and  Joiners. 
Guelph — Stone  Cutters. 
Hamilton — Piano  and  Organ  Workers. 
"  Garment  Workers. 

"  Pattern  Makers. 

London — Butchers. 

Boiler  Makers'  Helpers. 
Excavators. 
St.  Mary's — Quarrymen. 


u 


a 


a 


u 


« 


a 


a 


u 


a 


u 


Toronto — Bolt  Makers. 

"  Brick  and  Tyle  Makers. 

"  Wire  Workers. 

Windsor — Car  Repairers. 
Manitoba  : 

Winnipeg — News  Writers. 

Railway  Employees. 

British  Columbia  : 
JLadysmith — Miners. 


RECENT   INDUSTRIAL   INVENTIONS. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  obtaine 
from  the  latest  number  of  the    '  Canadian  Pat- 
ent Office   Record,'     issued  by  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

During  the  month  of  January,  339  Cana- 
dian patents  were  issued.       Twenty  were 
for  agricultural  implements,  including  har- 
vesting and  threshing  machines,  a   cheesel 
press,  a  cream  separator  and  five  ploughs] 
There  were  ten  patents  for  manufacturing 
machines,  three  of  them  being  paper-mak-l 
ing  machines,  and  three  others  sewing  ma-l 
chines.       There  were  also  ten  patents  foil 
electrical   instruments,    two   electric    glo\s| 
lamp=,  two  relating  to  telephones,  and  one 
to  wireless  telegraphy.     Seven  patents  wei 
issued  for  metallurgical    inventions     an( 
processes,  two  being  for  the  manufactui 
of  steel,  two  for  ore  amalgamators,  one  ai 
electro-chemical   process   for   precipitatii 
metals,   and   a   stamp   mill.       Among  th( 
other  inventions  were  five  rotary  engines) 
two  pumping  engines,  seven  valves,  tl 
railway  switches,  five  car  couplers,  and 
cattle-guards. 


REPORTS    OF    DEPARTMENTS    AND    BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  were  received  at  the  Department  of 
Labour  during  March,  1903  : — 

CANADIAN  REPORTS. 

During  the  month  of  March  all  the  de- 
partmental reports  of  the  Dominion  ,ofi 
('jinada  for  the  last  fiscal  year  were  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Most  of  them  have  been  already  reviewed 


in  the  Labour  Gazette,  but  the  following 
only  appeared  last  month. 

Canadian  Fisheries. 

Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Departnu 
of  Marine  and  Fisheries,  1902.     King's  Printer 
Ottawa.     432  pages.     Price,  20  cents. 

The  thirty-fifth  annual  report  of  tho  De 
partment  of  Marine  and  Fisheries  of  Can. 
ada  gives  the  following  statistics  for 
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year  1901.  The  total  value  of  fish  and 
fish  products  in  Canada  amounted  to  $25,- 
737,153,  exceeding  the  previous  catch  by 
over  $4,000,000.  Of  this  amount,  $14,- 
143,249  worth  was  exported.  The  total 
capital  invested  was  $11,491,300.  The 
total  number  of  men  engaged  in  the  fishing 
industry  was  93,605.  Of  these  78,290  were 
fishermen,  and  15,315  were  employed  in  lob- 
ster canneries.  The  salmon  canning  in- 
dustry of  British  Columbia  comprised  77 
establishments,  valued  at  $1,500,000,  and 
gave  employment  to  18,941  persons,  and 
preserved  over  59,000,000  cans  of  salmon. 
The  Pacific  sealing  fleet  consisted  of  39 
schooners,  139  boats,  226  canoes,  which 
were  valued  at  $370,000  and  manned  by  over 
900  sailors  and  hunters. 

QUEBEC  REPORT. 
Factory  Inspection  in  Quebec. 

Report  of  the  Minister  of  Colonization  and 
Public  Works  of  the  Province  of  Quebec,  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1902.  King's  Printer, 
Quebec.     294  pages. 

The  reports  of  the  inspectors  of  indus- 
trial establishments  in  the  province  of  Que- 
bec for  the  fiscal  year  1901-2,  embodied  in 
the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Colonization 
and    Public     Works,  show    that     a    large 
amount  of  good  work  was  accomplished  by 
them  during  that  year  in  improving     the 
ondition   of   the   working   classes.     Since 
e  passing  of  The  Factories  Act  of  1885, 
hich  was  intended  only  for  the  protection 
f  operatives  in  factories,  the  scope  of  the 
aw  has  been  gradually  extended,  until  it 
ow  includes  the  inspection  of  boilers,  the 
pplication    of   hygienic   measures   closely 
ollowed  by  the  introduction  of  regulations 
oncerning  workshops  and  factories,  a  pro- 
ulgation  respecting  public   buildings   in 
895,   regulations   respecting   hotels,    con- 
ents  and  hospitals,  followed  in  1902  by 
n  Act  requiring  the  inspection  of  all  pub- 
ic buildings  in  the  province  of  Quebec  as 
ell  as  retail  stores. 

A  recommendation  is  made  in  this  report 
or  an  amendment  to  the  law  raising  the 
ge  of  admission  of  children  to  factories 
rom  12  to  13  years,  in  order  to  allow  them 


one  more  year  of  school  training.  A  syn- 
opsis of  the  laws  of  other  countries  re- 
garding the  age  at  which  children  are  al- 
lowed to  work  is  also  given. 

The  duration  of  work  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  is  10  hours  per  day,  with  certain 
exceptions  in  saw  and  pulp  mills,  where 
the  time  for  adult  labour  is  11  and  12 
hours  a  day.  For  children  under  18  the 
week  of  60  hours  is  always  in  force  and 
cannot  be  extended  without  special  per- 
mission from  the  inspector. 

With  regard  to  the  health  and  comfort 
of  operatives,  the  employers  in  industrial 
establishments  of  Quebec  are  obliged  to 
comply  with  the  following  prescriptions : — 

(a)  Place  at  the  disposal  of  their  work  peo- 
ple good,  wholesome  water  and  the  means  of 
securing  personal   cleanliness  : 

(b)  Operatives  of  both  sexes  whose  work  al- 
lows of  their  sitting  down  should  be  provided 
with  suitable  chairs  with  backs. 

(c)  Taking  the  number  of  operatives  into  con- 
sideration, the  inspector  may  call  upon  the 
employer  to  provide  a  suitable  room  foL*  taking 
their  meals  and  a  suitable  cloak  room  in  which 
their  outdoor  clothes  may  be  kept. 

(d)  They  shall  cause  a  sufficient  number  of 
spittoons  to  be  placed  in  the  various  p*rts  of 
the  workshop  or  factory  indicated  by  the  in- 
spector. (A  similar  provision  is  made  also  for 
shops). 

A  marked  improvement  in  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  workshops  and  factories  has 
been  observed  since  the  first  appointment 
of  inspectors,  and  as  a  rule  employers  are 
quite  willing  to  make  the  changes  which 
are  required  of  them. 

EUROPEAN  REPORT. 

Pay-Rolls  of  Different  Classes  of  Labour 

in  France. 

Bordereaux  de  salaires  pour  diverses  cate- 
gories d'ouvriers  en  1900  et  1901.  Republique 
francaise,  Ministere  du  Commerce,  des  Pcs*«s 
et  des  Telegraphes,  Direction  du  Travail,  Office 
du  Travail,  Imprimerie  Nationale,  Paris,  233 
pages. 

This  volume  contains  the  results  of  a 
compilation  from  the  three  following  dis- 
tinct classes  of  documents  regarding 
rates  of  wages  and  other  matters  affecting 
cost  of  living  in  France  for  the  years  1900- 
1901    :— 

1.  Schedules  of  ordinary  and  current 
wages,  annexed  to  specifications  in  con- 
tracts for  public  works  and  supplies  award- 


812 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


April,  1903 


ed  by  tne  State,  the  departments  or  town- 
ships. These  schedules  are  prescribed  by 
decree  of  the  10th  August,  1899,  which  pro- 
vides that  the  specifications  to  be  inserted 
in  all  contracts  awarded  by  the  State  shall 
contain  clauses  whereby  the  contractors 
shall  be  required  to  pay  their  workmen  a 
wage  equal,  for  each  class  of  labour,  to  the 
rate  current  in  the  locality  where  the  work 
is  being  carried  on,  and  that  the  hours  of 
labour  shall  be  those  current  in  such  lo- 
calities. Two  other  decrees  issued  at  the 
same  date  provide  that  the  same  condi- 
tions may  be  applied  to  contracts  awarded 
by  departments,  townships  and  eleemosy- 
nary institutions.  The  verification  and  es- 
tablishment of  the  ordinary  and  current 
rates  of  wages  are  under  the  charge  of  the 
interested  department,  which  is  required 
(1)  to  take  into  consideration  as  much  as 
possible  the  agreements  between  employers, 
syndicates  and  trade  unions  of  the  region 
affected;  or  (2)  failing  such  agreements, 
obtain  the  findings  of  mixed  commissions 
composed  in  equal  parts  of  employers  and 
workmen,  besides  obtaining  as  much  infor- 
mation as  possible  from  professional  syn- 
dicates, councils  of  "  prud'hommes  "  (ex- 
perts), engineers,  departmental  and  com- 
munal architects,  and  other  competent  per- 
sons. 

2.  The  second  of  the  above  mentioned 
classes  of  documents  is  composed  of  state- 
ments filled  in  by  councils  of  prud'hommes 
(experts),  or,  failing  such,  by  the  mayors 
of  county  towns  not  having  such  councils. 

3.  The  third  class  of  documents  consisted 
of  slips  prepared  by  a  large  number  of 
teachers,  in  virtue  of  an  investigation  or- 
ganized in  accordance  with  the  General 
Handbook  of  Primary  Instruction,  and  for- 
warded to  the  Labour  Bureau. 


The  volume  is  almost  wholly  made  up 
of  statistical  and  analytical  tables,  giving 
in  much  detail  rates  of  wages,  hours  of 
employment  and  cost  of  living.  Summing 
up  the  general  results  obtained  into  as 
concise  a  form  as  the  present  review  ren- 
ders possible,  the  average  wage  of  the  work- 
ing classes  in  1901  ranged  from  25  cen- 
times, or  about  5  cents  per  hour,  making 
2  *50  francs,  or  50  cents  per  day  for  washer- 
women, to  1  franc  an  hour  or  20  cents, 
to  10  francs  per  day  or  $2  paid  to  ornament 
makers.  These  are  the  rates  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  city  of  Paris.  In  the  other 
cities  of  the  republic  the  wages  vary  from 
eighteen  centimes  per  hour  or  1*78  francs 
per  day,  about  thirty-six  cents  per  day  paid 
to  washerwomen,  to  58  centimes  an  hour, 
or  6  -09  francs,  about  $1.22  per  day,  paid  to 
ornament  makers. 

The  table  showing  the  variation  in  wages 
from  1853  to  1901  in  the  chief  towns  of 
departments,  excepting  Paris,  shows  a  gen- 1 
eral  increase  in  wages  of  all  kinds  from 
1  -99  francs,  or  about  forty  cents,  to  4  -02 
francs,  or  about  eighty  cents  per  day.  The 
hours  of  labour  throughout  France  vary  in 
different  classes  and  localities,  but  are  from 
8  to  11  hours  per  day,  the  day  of  ten  hoi 
being  most  general. 

In  collecting  the  information  concerning 
cost  of  living,  the  whole  of  France  w* 
divided  into  localities  containing  (1)  not 
more  than  1,500  inhabitants  ;  (2)  froi 
1,500  to  5,000;  (3)  from  5,000  to  50,000, 
and  (4)  those  with  over  50,000  inhabitants. 
Returns  were  received  from  over  3,( 
places,  and  show  that  the  average  cost  ofj 
living  varied  from  85  per  cent  in  the  small 
est  localities  to  100  per  cent  of  the  waj 
earned  in  the  largest. 


RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 

QUEBEC  CASES.  contract  stipulating  that  he  should  be  pai 

_.      .      ,     _  _      ,  ,„.,,  «  $75  per  month  for  one  year  from  September 

Dismissal  of  Employee  Without  Cause.      n   1901     Qn  Au^st  g  1902>  he  wag  di?. 

M  was  engaged  by  the  Dominion  Carpet     missed,     (as     he     alleged    without    a    just 
Company    as    head    accountant,  a  written     cause)  and  he  therefore  brought  an  action 
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against  the  company  for  $100  due  him  as 
wages  under  the  contract. 

The  company  pleaded  that  some  months 
earlier  M  had,  without  its  knowledge  or 
consent,  applied  to  a  number  of  its  cus- 
tomers for  goods  or  money  to  go  to  a  testi- 
monial which  he  represented  was  being  got 
up  to  the  company's  manager  ;  that  some 
goods  and  money  were  received,  but  were 
never  used  for  that  purpose  ;  and  that  the 
company  had  a  right  to  dismiss  M,  as  it  did, 
as  soon  as*  it  found  out  about  these  trans- 
ations. 

The  evidence  showed  that  M  had  applied 
to  various  firms  for  goods  for  the  proposed 
testimonial  to  the  manager,  and  that  he  had 
received  several  articles  of  small  value  and 
$5  in  money.  He  had  then  spoken  to  some 
of  the  other  employees  of  the  company,  but 
they!  had  been  unfavourable  to  any  testi- 
monial, and  he  had  therefore  put  away  in 
the  company's  safe  for  the  time  being  the 
articles  and  money.  It  was  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  court  that  M  had  acted 
in  perfect  good  faith  throughout  the  whole 
transaction,  and  that  he  had  applied  to  the 
firm  in  question  with  the  intention  of  real- 
ly getting  up  the  testimonial.  Moreover, 
it  did  not  appear  that  his  conduct  had  in 
any  way  been  prejudicial  to  the  interests 
of  the  company.  The  court  therefore  held 
that  M  had  done  nothing  which  justified 
his  employers  in  dismissing  him  before  the 
expiration  of  the  year  for  which  he  was  en- 
gaged ;  and  judgment  was  therefore  given 
against  them  for  the  wages  due  him  for  the 
balance  of  that  term. 

(Millar  v.  The  Dominion  Carpet  Company. — 
Judgment  in  the  Superior  Court  at  Sherbrooke, 
P-Q-.  by  Mr.  Justice  Lemieux.) 

Unskilled  Employee  Allowed  to  do 
Dangerous  Work. 

A  was  employed  by  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Co.  to  do  ordinary  work  on  part 
of  its  road.  In  the  course  of  his  employ- 
ment he  was  one  day  directed  by  the  fore- 
man in  charge  to  drive  in  certain  spikes. 
While  so  doing  he  failed  to  hit  one  of  the 
,  spikes  squarely  on  the  head,  and,  as  a  re- 
sult, it  flew  away,  striking  him  on  the  leg, 


and  inflicting  a  wound,  which,  though  at 
first  not  considered  serious,  rapidly-  grew 
worse,  and  death  followed  irom  blood 
poisoning  about  ten  days  later. 

A's  mother  sued  the  Company  for  $1,999 
damages,  alleging  that  her  son's  death  was 
caused  by  its  negligence,  both  because  the 
spikes  which  he  had  been  ordered  to  drive 
in  were  old  and  unfit  for  use,  and  also  upon 
the  ground  that  the  work  of  spike-driving 
requires  special  skill,  being  dangerous  to  a 
person  inexperienced  therein,  and  that  the 
foreman  knew  that  A  was  not  competent 
to  do  such  work. 

Upon  the  evidence  given  at  the  trial  the 
court  came  to  the  conclusion  that  spike- 
driving  was  a  work  that  required  special 
skill,  and  that  it  was  dangerous  employ- 
ment for  a  person  who  had  had  no  experi- 
ence in  the  same.  It  was  also  pointed  out 
in  the  judgment  that,  although  the  mother 
had  no  right  to  any  particular  share  of  the 
son's  wages,  yet  she  was  legally  entitled  to 
support  according  to  her  son's  ability  to 
supply  the  same.  Therefore,  as  she  was  77 
years  of  age,  the  ordinary  expectation  of 
life  was  6  or  7  years,  the  court  consequent- 
ly awarded  her  $600  damages. 

(Sparano  v.  The  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company.  Judgment  given  by  Mr.  Justice 
Archibald  at  Montreal,  December  2,  1902.) 

Responsibility  of  Employers. 

A.  K.  was  employed  by  contractors  who 
were  constructing  a  sewer.  Part  of  his 
work  was  to  clean  out  holes  where  the  dyna- 
mite had  exploded  in  the  blast.  While 
doing  this  upon  one  occasion  an  explosion 
took  place  which  killed  him.  The  parents 
sued  the  contractors  for  damages,  alleging 
that  the  accident  was  caused  by  negligence 
for  which  they  were  responsible.  The  lat- 
ter claimed  that  the  deceased  had  himself 
been  imprudent  in  using  a  crowbar  con- 
trary to  orders.  The  trial  court  held, 
however,  that  as  a  foreman  had  been  in 
charge  of  the  work  it  was  his  duty  not  only 
to  forbid  the  use  of  a  crowbar,  but  also  to 
have  stopped  the  deceased  from  so  using  it, 
and  that  the  contractors  were  liable  for 
their  foreman's  failure  to  do  so.     The  trial 
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court  also  held  that  the  operation  of  clean- 
ing out  the  old  holes  was  a  dangerous  one, 
and  that  new  holes  should  have  been  bored. 
Judgment  was,  therefore,  given  against  the 
contractors  for  $1,999. 

The  contractors  appealed  from  this  judg- 
ment and  the  Court  of  Appeal  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  as  a  matter  of  law  the  con- 
tractors had  not  been  negligent  ;  and  that 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  evidence  showed 
that  the  making  of  new  holes  would  not 
have  obviated  the  chances  of  an  explosion. 
The  judgment  of  the  first  court  was  there- 
fore reversed,  and  the  action  against  the 
contractors  was  therefore  dismissed. 

(Keegan  v.  Ronallo.  Judgment  delivered  by 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  Appeal  side,  at 
Montreal,  September  25,  1902.) 

Employer  Liable  for  Defective  Materials. 

L,  while  employed  by  C,  met  with  an  ac- 
cident which  he  alleged  was  due  to  the  de- 
fective material  provided  by  C.  The  latter 
denied  negligence  and  claimed  that  the  ac- 
cident was  caused  by  L's  own  carelessness. 
In  the  opinion  of  the  court,  the  evidence 
showed  that  the  accident  was  occasioned  by 
the  weakness  of  one  of  the  beams  in  a 
scaffold  constructed  for  the  use  of  C's  em- 
ployees, which  L  was  using  at  the  time  of 
the  accident.  The  court,  therefore,  held 
that  C  was  liable,  and  awarded  L  $250 
damages. 

(Laurendeau  v.  Chamberlain.  Judgment  given 
by  Mr.  Justice  Fortin  at  Montreal,  November 
17,  1902.) 

ONTARIO  CASES. 
Heavy  Fines  Imposed  on  Intimidators. 

Severe  penalties  were  recently  meted  out 
in  the  Toronto  Police  Court  to  men  who 
were  proved  to  have  intimidated  and  inter- 
fered with  a  fellow  employee,  who  was  not 
a  union  man. 

During  the  recent  garment,  workers' 
strike  several  non-union  men  were  brought 
from  Hamilton  by  W.  R.  Johnston  &  Co.; 
when  the  strike  was  settled,  some  of  these 
men  were  still  kept  at  work,  amongst  them 
being  W.  G.  Stevenson.  Recently,  when 
the  latter  was   on  his  way  home,  he  was 


stopped  by  a  number  of  union  men,  and 
two  of  them  assaulted  him.  Stevenson  had 
proceedings  taken  against  them,  and,  in  giv- 
ing his  evidence,  he  swore  that  during  the 
strike  he  had  been  molested  and  urged  to 
stop  work  by  picketers,  who  had  offered  to 
pay  his  railway  fare  home  if  he  would  do 
so  ;  and  that  since  the  strike  he  had  been 
continually  tormented  by  the  accused,  Cal- 
houn and  Clegg,  anad  by  other  union  men. 

The  defence  was  that  the  trouble  was 
started  by  Stevenson  himself  threatening 
to  hit  Calhoun,  but  the  magistrate  did 
not  take  that  view  of  the  incident.  He 
imposed  a  fine  of  $75  and  costs  on  each  of 
the  accused,  or  sixty  days  in  jail  ;  and,  in 
giving  this  sentence,  he  is  reported  to  have 
said  :  '  I  find  that  there  were  two  sets  of 
workmen,  and  that  one  set  were  deter- 
mined that  the  other  set  should  not  work, 
and  it  ended  in  violence  on  the  street.  It 
all  arose  out  of  intimidation,  and  that  is 
what  the  Act  is  intended  to  stop.' 

On  the  same  day  another  somewhat  simi- 
lar case  came  up  in  the  Toronto  Police 
Court.  McCann  is  employed  as  a  moulder 
at  Gurney's  foundry,  which  is  a  non-union 
concern.  On  coming  out  of  the  works  one 
day  he  was  met  by  Joseph  Ferguson,  who 
called  him  a  '  scab '  and  other  names.  A 
charge  of  intimidation  was  laid  against 
Ferguson,  who  pleaded  guilty.  He  was 
fined  $75.80  and  costs  or  sixty  days  in  jail. 

(Decisions  rendered  by  the  Police  Magistrate, 
Toronto,  March  19,  1903.) 

Accident  Caused  by  Negligence  of 
Strangers. 

R  was  employed  by  the  Ottawa  Electric 
Co.  as  a  linesman,  and  in  the  course  of  his 
work  was  injured  by  a  current  from  an 
electric  wire.  He  sued  his  employers,  the 
Ottawa  Electric  Co.  and  Messrs.  Ahearn 
&  Soper,  Ltd.,  to  whom  it  appeared  that  the 
line  or  wire  in  question  belonged,  were  also 
made  defendants. 

At  the  trial  the  judge  declared  that  R 
had  no  cause  of  action  against  his  em- 
ployers, the  Ottawa  Electric  Co.  As  re- 
gards the  liability  of  Ahearn  &  Soper,  Ltd.. 
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he  left  three  questions  to  the  jury.  In  an- 
swer to  two  of  these  questions  the  jury 
found  (1)  that  the  negligence  of  Ahearn  & 
Soper  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  ac- 
cident ;  and  (2)  that  their  negligence  con- 
sisted in  using  uncovered  wires  and  in  care- 
less construction  of  tie-wires.  The  jury, 
however,  did  not  answer  the  third  question, 
which  was,  whether  or  not  R  might  have 
avoided  the  accident  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary care.  The  trial  judge  considered 
that  these  answers  amounted  to  a  disagree- 
ment on  the  part  of  the  jury  and  dis- 
charged it. 

Both  parties  appealed  to  a  higher  court, 
K  asking  for  a  judgment  in  his  favour  up- 
on the  answers  given  by  the  jury,  and 
Ahearn  &  Soper,  Ltd.,  asking  that  the  ac- 
tion should  be  dismissed. 

The  court  refused  the  motion  of  both 
parties  and  directed  that  the  case  should 
be  tried  again. 

In  the  course  of  its  judgment  the  court 
said  *  that  the  standard  for  measuring  the 
duty  which  Ahearn  &  Soper  owed  to  R  was 
not  the  same  standard  as  that  which  would 
have  been  applicable  if  the  line  and  current 
from  which,  as  it  was  alleged,  caused  the 
injury  to  R  had  belonged  to  his  employers, 
and  the  action  had  been  against  the  em- 
ployers ;  but  the  duty  which  was  owed  by 
Ahearn  &  Soper  to  R  was  to  take  reasonable 
care  that  he  should  not  suffer  injury  from 
the  dangerous  current  of  electricity  which 
they  were  conducting  on  their  line  in  close 
proximity  to  the  place  where  he  was  work- 
ing. It  was  for  the  jury  to  say  whether 
there  was  '  absence  of  care  according  to  the 
circumstances ',  having  regard,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  the  highly  dangerous  character  of 
tie  element  which  Ahearn  &  Soper  were 
dealing  with  and  the  means  that  were  open 
to  them  of  avoiding  altogether  or  reducing 
to  a  minimum  the  danger  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  to  the  obvious  and  ordinary 
means  of  protection  and  of  avoiding  injury 
that  were  available  to  R  in  the  circum- 
stances. The  circumstance  that  bare  wires 
were  used  for  tie  wires,  which  was  apparent 
to  the  eye,   and  the  circumstance  that  R 


was  not  wearing  gloves  when  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  work,  were  not  sufficient  to 
justify  the  withdrawal  of  the  case  from  the 
jury.' 

(Randall  v.  The  Ottawa  Electric  Company. 
Judgment  by  a  Divisional  Court  of  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  for  Ontario,  rendered  February 
19,  1903.) 


MANITOBA  CASE. 
Outcome  of  the  C.P.R.  Strike. 

One  of  the  noteworthy  incidents  of  the 
strike  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
Company's  employees  in  Manitoba,  is  that, 
apparently,  the  company's  officials  have 
taken  the  ground  that  men  who  leave  in 
the  middle  of  a  week  or  month  (according 
as  they  are  employed  and  paid)  without 
giving  due  notice  of  their  intention  to  do 
so,  are  not  entitled  to  any  payment  for  the 
part  of  such  week  or  month  during  which 
they  have  actually  worked.  Moreover,  this 
view  appears  to  have  been  upheld  by  a  judg- 
ment recently  given  at  Winnipeg.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  said  that  one  of  the  strikers 
has  had  a  summons  served  on  the  C.P.R. 
officials,  alleging  that  they  are  withholding 
wages  properly  due,  in  order  to  have  the 
whole  question  settled  by  the  courts.  This 
matter  will  be  referred  to  in  the  next  issue, 
when  a  full  report  of  the  judgment  above 
referred  to  will  have  been  obtained. 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  CASES. 

Judgment  Entered  on  Verdict  in  Court 
of  Final  Appeal. 

McKilvey  was  employed  as  a  miner  by 
the  Le  Roi  Mining  Company.  In  the 
course  of  his  work  he  was  severely  injured 
by  failing  off  a  lifting  cage  in  the  Le  Roi 
Mine.  He  sued  the  company  for  damages, 
alleging  that  it  was  negligent  inasmuch  as 
the  machinery  was  defective,  that  there  was 
insufficient  bulk  head  for  the  protection  of 
miners  on  the  lower  level  from  falling  ma- 
terials, and  also  that  the  carelessness  of  an- 
other of  its  employees  in  managing  the 
elevating  gear  had  caused  the  cable  to  give 
way. 
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At  the  trial  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict 
against  the  company  for  $3,000  damages  ; 
but  both  the  trial  judge  and  the  court  of 
three  judges  to  which  the  appeal  was  taken 
in  British  Columbia  refused  to  enter  judg- 
ment upon  this  verdict.  An  appeal  was 
then  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  which 
allowed  the  appeal  and  ordered  that  judg- 
ment for  $3,000  should  be  entered  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  verdict. 

(McKilvey  v.  Le  Roi  Mining  Company.  Judg- 
ment given  by  Supreme  Court  of  Canada,  Nov- 
ember 17,  1902.) 

Mine-owners  not  Complying  with  Statute. 

B  was  employed  in  a  coal  mine  in  Brit- 
ish Columbia.  In  the  mine  there  was  a 
haulage  slope,  which  was  used  as  a  road 
by  the  employees.  It  was  not  provided 
with  man-holes  every  20  yards,  as  it  should 
have  been  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Coal  Mines  Regulations  Act  of  British 
Columbia,  and  for  this  reason  the  usual 
trip  on  the  haulage  slope  was  not  supposed 
to  be  made  while  the  employees  were  going 
to  and  returning  from  work.  B  on  one  oc- 
casion, was  going  up  in  the  usual  manner, 
and  at  the  usual  time  for  stopping  work, 
when  he  was  knocked  down  and  severely  in- 
jured by  some  cars  which  had  been  sent  on 
a  trip  against  the  usual  custom.  B  sued 
the  company  for  damages,  and  the  jury 
found  that  his  employers  had  been  negli- 
gent in  allowing  the  cars  to  make  the  trip 


while   he  was   returning   from   work,   and 

therefore  awarded  him  $1,424  damages.  The 

company  appealed    but    the    higher    court 

agreed  that  the  facts  were  as  found  by  the 

jury,  and  also  held  that  the  damages  were 

not  excessive.     A  further  appeal  was  taken 

to  the  Supreme  Court  of   Canada,  which 

also  affirmed  the  decision  given  at  the  trial. 
(Booker  v.   Wellington  Colliery  Company.) 

AN  AMERICAN  CASE. 

Alleged  Intimidation  on  the  part  of 
Employer. 

Some  time  ago  a  number  of  clerks  em- 
ployed by  the  Michigan  Central  Railway 
Company  were  discharged  by  the  Division 
Superintendent  at  St.  Thomas,  Ont.,  J.  B. 
Morf  ord.  They  claimed  that  they  had  been 
dismissed  because  they  had  refused  to  give 
up  their  membership  in  the  unions  to  which 
they  belonged,  and  this,  they  contended, 
was  a  violation  of  section  171a  of  the 
Penal  Code  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
That  section  makes  it  a  misdemeanour  for 
any  employer  to  compel  or  coerce  an  em- 
ployee not  to  join  a  labour  organization  as 
a  condition  of  securing  or  retaining  em- 
ployment. In  December,  1902,  the  grand 
jury  of  Niagara  County,  (N.Y.),  indicted 
Morford  on  this  charge,  and,  as  he  has  since 
surrendered  himself  and  given  bonds  for 
his  appearance,  the  matter  will  probably  be 
disposed  of  at  a  trial. 
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The  LABOUR  GAZETTE  wishes  to 
draw  the  attention  of  its  readers  to  the 
fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken 
to  have  information  as  complete  and 
impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its 
accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re- 
ports, legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other 
records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour, 
necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or 
opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein. 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

Ottawa,  May  15,  1903. 

*HE  present  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette, 
will  be  found  to  contain  an  unusually 
large  number  of  special  articles  devoted  to 
recent  developments  in  labour  and  industrial 
circles  in  the  Dominion. 

Of  these  one  of  the  most  noteworthy  is 
the  publication  of  the  first  of  a  series  of 
tables  dealing  with  the  subject  of  cost  of 
living  in  Canada,  representing,  as  was  ex- 
plained in  the  preliminary  article  which 
appeared  in  the  April  Gazette,  the  result  of 
an  investigation  carried  on  by  the  depart- 
ment over  the  past  five  months.  The  article 
in  the  present  issue  further  describes  the 
sources  of  information  and  methods  of  in- 
vestigation of  the  department,  the  statistical 
tables  representing  an  instalment  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  department's  inquiry  into  retail 
prices  of  provisions  in  Canada.  All  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion  are  covered  in  the 
tables  in  question,  which  are  compiled 
exclusively  from  schedules  obtained  from 
sources  outside  of  the  department. 


A  resume  of  the  report  of  the  Royal  Com- 
mission of  inquiry  on  conditions  in  the 
tobacco  trade  of  Canada  is  contained  in 
another  special  article  of  the  present  Gazette 
in  which  an  interesting  body  of  information 
will  be  found  on  the  subject  of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  this  industry  in  Canada. 

The  portion  of  the  Gazette  devoted  to  the 
labour  disturbances  of  the  month  is  of  con- 
siderable length  in  the  present  issue,  two 
special  reports  being  published  concerning 
the  intervention  of  the  department  under  the 
Conciliation  Act,  1 900,  in  the  strikes  of  the 
employees  of  the  cotton  mills  at  Milltown, 
N.B.,  and  of  lumber  mill  employees  at 
Hawkesbury,  Ont.,  and  the  customary  record 
of  the  trade  disputes  of  the  previous  month 
being  somewhat  extended  to  cover  the  large 
number  of  disturbances  reported. 

The  series  of  articles  beginning  in  the 
September,  1902,  issue  of  the  Gazette  relating 
to  labour  organizations  in  Canada  and  wages 
and  hours  of  railway  employees  are  continued 
in  the  present  number,  the  subject  of  the 
growth  and  present  position  of  trade  union- 
ism in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories being  dealt  with  in  the  former,  and 
the  wages  and  hours  of  railway  telegraphers 
in  the  article  relating  to  railway  employees. 
The  latter  is  the  final  article  of  the  series 
which  the  department  will  publish  in  this 
connection. 

Other  articles  of  the  issue  to  which  special 
attention  may  be  directed  are  :  A  report  of 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  interview 


822 


TEE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Mil,  1903 


with  the  Dominion  Government ;  a  report  on 
conditions  of  railway  employment  in  Canada 
as  based  on  the  annual  statement  of  the 
Grand  Trunk  Provident  and  Insurance 
Society  ;  a  description  of  the  various  Tech- 
nical Schools  at  present  in  existence  in 
Canada ;  a  summary  of  statistics  relating  to 
the  agricultural  industry  in  New  Brunswick 
as  published  in  a  recent  bulletin  of  the  Cen- 
sus Department ;  a  report  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Employers'  Association  of 
Toronto  ;  and  a  report  of  the  judicial  decis- 
ion in  ,the  case  of  the  alleged  combine  of  coal 
dealers  a1  Brantford,  Ont.  References  are 
also  made  under  separate  headings  to  the 
operations  of  the  alleged  combine  of  lumber 


dealers  and  conditions  generally  in  the  lum- 
ber trade  in  western  Canada,  and  to  the 
subject  of  the  supply  of  skilled  labour  in  the 
metal  trades  in  the  Province  of  Ontario, 
special  statements  from  the  correspondents 
of  the  Labour  Gazette  in  the  several  cities  of 
the  province,  being  published  in  connection 
with  the  latter.  Reference  is  also  made  to 
the  increased  immigration  movement  into 
Canada. 

There  is  the  usual  account  of  new  unions, 
recent  industrial  inventions,  enforcement  of 
the  fair  wages  resolution,  government  con- 
tracts awarded,  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  and  recent  legal  decisions. 


|INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR  CONDITIONS  DURING  THE  MONTH  OF  APRIL. 

I.  GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


GENERALLY  satisfactory  conditions 
were  reported  by  the  correspondents 
of  the  Labour  Gazette  as  prevailing  in  labour 
and  industrial  circles  throughout  Canada 
during  April.  Employment  was  active, 
with  exceptions  arising  out  of  local  or  par- 
ticular causes,  and  the  prospects  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  busy  industrial  season  may  be 
considered  promising.  An  alleged  scarcity 
in  the  general  supply  of  labour,  particularly 
farm  labour  and  metal  workers  in  Ontario, 
was  a  feature  of  the  month.  The  upward 
tendency  in  wages  was  still  continued,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  record  given  below  of 
increases  granted.  The  unprecedented  pro- 
portions reached  by  the  immigration  move- 
ment also  calls  for  special  reference.  There 
was  an  increase  as  well  in  the  unrest  existing 
in  the  labour  market,  22  new  strikes  being 
reported  to  the  department  as  against  17  in 
March  and  20  in  the  corresponding  month 
of  1902.  In  British  Columbia,  the  number 
of  industrial  differences  led,  early  in  the 
month,  to  the  appointment  by  the  Dominion 
Government  of  a  Royal  Commission,  consist- 
ing of  the  Honourable  the  Chief  Justice  of 


British  Columbia  and  the  Rev.  Elliott  S. 
Rowe,  with  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour 
as  secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  enquiring 

into  the  causes  of  the  differences. 

Increases  in  Rates  of  Wages  Granted. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  more  impor- 
tant changes  in  wages  above  referred  to  in 
the  several  trades  and  industries  as  reported 
to  the  department  during  the  month  of 
April. 

Halifa.r,  X.S.,  painters  from  $1 .  25-81 .  50] 
to  $1 .  85,  with  a  reduction  in  hours  from  10 
to  9.  St.  John,  N.B.,  labourers  employed 
on  the  I.  C.  R.  terminal  from  11  h  to  20c.  per 
hour  ;  hod  carriers  and  mortar  men  from! 
$1 .  20  to  $1 .  60  per  day  ;  carpenters  to 
per  day.  (Juebec,  Que.,  labourers  (80)  from 
$1  to  $1.25  per  day ;  batteaux  men  by  from  2( 
to  25  per  cent ;  lumber  drivers  to  82  per  t  lay 
axemen  in  shipping  booms  by  about  35 
cent;  employees  on  piece  work  in  Dominioi 
Arsenal  a  reduction  of  wages.  Three  A 
Que.,  a  general  upward  tendency.  St.  H^ 
cinthe,  Que.,  boot  and  shoe  workers  by  from 
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to  $2  per  week.  Montreal,  Que.,  painters  from 
a  rate   of  $1.60-$ 2  per  day  to   22  Jc.   per 
hour,    9    hours    per    day ;   unskilled    labour 
a     general     increase ;     employees    of     the 
Light,    Heat    and    Power  Company ;    plas- 
terers from  28c.  to  32|c.  per  hour  ;  employ- 
ees of    Canada     Sugar    Refining    Co.;  city 
firemen  ;  carpenters   to  a   minimum  of  20c. 
per  hour  ;  printers  from  $11  to  $12.50  per 
week ;    ceramic,  mosaic   and   encaustic   tile 
layers  and  helpers  from  $2-$3  per  day  of  10 
hours  to  $3  per  day  of  9  hours.     Hull,  Que., 
corporation  employees  to   15c.  per  hour  for 
labourers,  and  to  20c.  per  hour  for  foremen. 
Ottawa,    Ont.,  stove  plate  moulders  (5)  by 
10c.  per  day;  employees  in  sash  and  door 
factories,    10    per    cent ;    tailors,    a    slight 
increase.      Cornwall,  Ont.,  and  other  points 
on  the  government  canal  system,  lock  tenders 
and  lock  masters  25c.  per  day.     Brockville, 
Ont.,  longshoremen  from  25c.  to  30c.  for  day 
work,  and  from  35c.  to  40c.  for  night  work. 
Kingston,   Ont.,  painters    employed  by  two 
small  firms  to  $2  per  day  of  8  hours.   Belle- 
ville, Ont.,  lathers  from  $1 .  35  to  $1 .  50;  cor- 
poration employees  from  $1.25  to  $1.35  per 
day.     Toronto,  Ont.,  bricklayers  to  45c.  per 
hour  ;  carpenters  to  35c.  per  hour  ;  painters 
to  35c.  and  40c.  per  hour  ;  plasterers  to  40c. 
per  hour  ;  plasterers'  labourers  to   30c.  per 
hour  ;  picture  frame   workers  about   25  per 
cent  on  day  work,  with  an  increase  for  piece 
vvork  ;  civic   firemen   to    $775   per  annum  ; 
leather   workers   on   horse   goods  to  an  all 
found  rate  of  $9  per  week.      Toronto  Junc- 
tion, Ont.,  motormen  and  conductors  from 
^35  to  $40  per  month  ;  C.  P.  R.  yardmen, 
:ar  inspectors  and  car  repairers  by  10  per 
ent  ;  brickmakers.      Hamilton,  Ont.,  sheet 
netal  workers  by  about  12  percent ;  cabinet 
akers  ;   tobacco  workers ;   conductors  and 
otormen.      Grimsby,     Ont.,     nursery     em- 
loyees.     Brantford,  Ont.,  machinists*;  post 
fflce  clerks.      Guelph,  Ont.,  barbers  from  $7- 
10   per   week   to   a   minimum   of    $10  per 
eek.     London,  Ont'.,  bricklayers  from  37|c. 
)  40c.  per  hour;  carpenters   10  percent"; 


lathers  from!  2  J  to  15c.  per  bundle  ;  painters 
from   22   to   25c.  per   hour   with    Saturday 
afternoons   off ;  plumbers  to  a  minimum  of 
of  25-30c.  per  hour  ;  machinists  7^  per  cent ; 
boilermakers    10    per    cent ;    boilermakers' 
helpers  $1.15-$1.25  to  $1.30-$1.40    per 
day ;    builders'  labourers   from   22  to  22Jc. 
per  hour  ;  blacksmiths  by  from  5  to  10c.  per 
day ;  cigarmakers  to   a  minimum  of  $7  per 
1,000  on  5c.  goods  ;  street  railway  employees 
from   15^  to   16c.  per  hour,  with  a  decrease 
in  certain  lines.      St.   Thomas,   Ont.,  street 
railway  employees*;  mechanics  in  employ  of 
M.  C.  R.  Co.,  10  per  cent ;  bricklayers  from 
33  to  36c.  on  May  1  ;  iron  workers   10  per 
cent.      Chatham,  Ont.,  G.  T.R.  trackmen  10 
per  cent.      Windsor,  Ont.,  painters  in  G.T.R. 
shops,    C.P.R.,    car    repairers.        Winnipeg, 
Man.,  street  railway  employees.     Brandon, 
Man.,  stone  cutters  from  $2.75  to  $3  per 
day.        Xew     Westminster,     B.C.,    barbers. 
Vancouver,  B.C.,  builders  labourers*;  street 
sweepers  from   18  to  20c.  per  hour  with  9 
hour   day ;   ward   labourers    20  to   25c.  per 
hour  ;  carpenters  from  $3  per  day  of  9  hours 
to  $3  .  20  per  day  of  8  hours.      Victoria,  B.C., 
moulders  from  $3 .  25  to  $3 .  50,  with  decrease 
in  hours  from  10  to  9  ;  blacksmiths,  machin- 
ists and  boilermakers  a  reduction  in   hours 
from   10  to  9  per  day  without  reduction  in 
pay. 

Increases  Asked  for 

The  following  were  among  the  various 
classes  of  workmen  making  demands  for  an 
improved  wage  schedule  during  the  month, 
final  information  concerning  which  had  not 
reached  the  Department  on  the  1st  of 
May  : 

New  Brunswick. — Truckers  and  checkers 
on  I.  C.  R.,  system ;  Montreal,  electrical 
workers,  carpenters,  foundry  helpers,  moul- 
ders ;  Ontario,  G.  T.  R.  trackmen ;  Peter- 
borough, Ont.,  tailors;  Toronto,  Ont.,  cabinet 

*  See  reports  of  Gazette  corresporent  for  this  city  in 
the  present  issue. 
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makers,  trunk  and  bag  makers,  carriage  and 
waggon  makers,  street  railway  employees ; 
Toronto  Junction,  Ont.,  carpenters  ;  Guelph, 
Out.,  city  labourers,  carters,  members  of 
police  force ;  London,  Ont.,  employees  of 
G.  T.  R.  car  shops  ;  Hamilton,  Out.,  moul- 
ders, boot  and  shoe  workers,  tin  workers, 
plumbers,  carpenters,  city  teamsters ;  Win- 
nipeg, Man.,  tailors  ;  Vancouver,  B.C.,  junior 
plumbers. 

Conditions  in  the  Industries. 

A  gricidture. — Seeding  was  generally  begun 
throughout  Canada,  the  prevailing  dry 
weather  having  assisted  materially  in  the 
sowing  of  crops.  The  fall  wheat  in  the 
older  provinces  was  generally  reported  to 
have  wintered  well,  though  the  cold  month 
which  has  just  passed  and  the  absence  of 
rain  have,  retarded  growth.  The  farm  labour 
problem  was  benefited  somewhat  by  the 
immigration  movement,  especially  in  Wes- 
tern Canada,  though  in  Ontario  a  scarcity 
of  men  is  still  complained  of. 

Fishing. — Lobster  and  herring  fishing  has 
been  fairly  active  in  Prince  Edward  Island, 
though  the  industry  on  the  whole  was  dull 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  Southern  New  Bruns- 
wick. In  British  Columbia  active  prepara- 
tions were  begun  among  canning  men  for  the 
coming  season,  and  big  runs  are  expected 
especially  in  the  northern  rivers  of  the  pro- 
vince where  the  heavy  snowfalls  have  increas- 
ed the  volume  of  water  in  the  streams.  The 
Commission  appointed  to  investigate  con- 
ditions in  the  Salmon  Canning  industry 
recommended  that  the  use  of  purse  seines  be 
immediately  authorized  in  British  Columbia 
waters  to  offset  the  traps,  that  numerous 
hatcheries  be  established  in  the  northern 
waters  and  that  boat-pullers'  licenses  be 
abolished.'55'  Large  catches  of  halibut  were 
reported  in  British  Columbia  during  the 
month. 

|;"  A  review  of  the  report  of  the  Commission  will  be 
published  in  the  June  issue  of  the  Gazette. 


Lumbering.— The  early  advent  of  spring 
caused  considerable  diminution  of  the  cut 
besides  leaving  much  timber  in  the 
woods  until  next  winter.  During  the  open- 
ing week  of  April  the  majority  of  the  men 
returned  from  the  shanties.  Men,  however, 
were  in  demand  for  the  drive  at  high  wages. 
In  British  Columbia  conditions  were  very 
active  in  the  industry  owing  to  the  demand 
in  the  market  in  Western  Canada  on  ac- 
count of  the  increased  scale  of  the  immigra- 
tion movement.  On  April  16th  an  impor- 
tant deputation  of  the  Quebec  Lumber 
Limit  Holders'  Association  waited  on  mem- 
bers of  the  Provincial  Goverment  and  made 
representations  relating  to  the  permits 
granted  to  alleged  settlers  on  crown  lands, 
who  obtain  the  same  by  stating  that  their 
intentions  are  so  to  settle,  but  whose  object 
is  to  cut  timber  on  the  lands  and  afterwards 
abandon  them.  In  reply  the  Premier  agreed 
to  withhold  in  the  future  the  granting  of 
lots  within  the  confines  of  timber  limits  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April  and  to  hold  back  all 
permission  to  settlers  during  the  four  months 
previous  to  April  if  the  Association  will 
offer  proof  that  the  settlers  who  have  been 
awarded  the  permits  are  not  bona-fide 
settlers. 

Man  ufacturing. — Conditions  are  generally 
very  active  in  anticipation  of  the  coming 
season's  demands. 

Mining. — The    most    important    develop- 
ments   of    the   month    occurred   in   British 
Columbia  where  the  settlement  of  the  coal 
miners  strike  at  Fernie,  and  the  consequent 
resumption  of  coke  shipments,  brought  much; 
relief  to   the  industry  throughout  the  pro- 
vince.    The  continuance  of  the  trouble  on 
Vancouver  Island,  however,   was    a    seriousj 
development  in  the  opposite  direction.    Ibir 
ing  the  month  the  position  of  conditions  ii 
the  Silver   Lead  Mining  industry  was   tht 
subject    of   considerable  discussion. 


May,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


825 


Conditions  in  the  Trades. 

In  the  trades  generally  activity  was  the 
rule,  especially  in  the  metal,  engineering  and 
shipbuilding  branches  and  in  the  woodwork- 
ing and  furnishing  trades.  In  the  building 
trades  operations  on  a  large  scale  were 
begun  in  many  localities,  though  in  some 
few  instances,  particularly  in  Manitoba, 
British  Columbia  and  the  territories,  dull- 
ness prevailed,  owing  primarily  to  the  scar- 
city and  high  prices  of  material.  In  still 
other  localities  strikes  and  unfavourable 
weather  conditions  were  unsettling  factors. 
In  the  balance  of  the  trades  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  Gazette  correspondents,  the 
situation  as  a  whole  was  satisfactory  and 
shows  no  signs  of  a  cessation  of  the  active 
conditions  prevailing  over  the  past  several 
months. 

Transportation  Activity. 

The  volume  of  traffic  on  the  railways  was 
affected  during  April  by  the  opening  of 
navigation,  especially  in  the  province  of 
Ontario.  The  unprecedented  movement  of 
freight,  however,  made  the  question  of  car 
shortage  still  a  most  serious  one,  and  de- 
layed deliveries  of  merchandise  was  a  fre- 
quent complaint  of  the  month.  The  city  of 
Toronto  in  particular  suffered  from  this  con- 
gestion of  traffic  on  the  railways.  In  west- 
ern Canada,  also,  the  continuance  of  the 
grain  blockade  was  a  subject  of  complaint, 
though  the  opening  of  the  grain-shipping 
season  on  the  great  lakes  was  expected  to 
improve  conditions  in  this  respect. 

Prospects  for  an  unusually  active  season 
in  railway  construction  were  promising  at 
the  close  of  the  month.  Apart  from  the  pro- 
jected trans-continental  lines,  special  men- 
tion may  be  made  of  the  new  routes  pro- 
posed by  the  Canadian  Northern  in  Mani- 
toba and  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
in  various  sections  of  the  territories.  In 
this  connection  also  the  awarding  of  con- 
tracts   bv    the    Canadian    Pacific    Railway 


Company  for  the  construction  of  242  steel 
bridges,  varying  in  length  from  twenty  to 
one  hundred  feet,  was  a  development  of  the 
month.  Sixty -nine  of  these  contracts  were 
awarded  to  a  Toronto  company,  a  large 
number  of  the  bridges  being  for  the  Toronto 
division  of  the  railway. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  report  for  the 
last  half  year  of  the  company  shows  an  in- 
crease in  net  revenue  receipts  of  £27,637, 
while  the  working  expenses  increased  from 
68  to  70  per  cent  of  the  gross  receipts.  The 
surplus  increased  by  about  ,£34,000,  enabling 
the  second  preference  stock  to  receive  a  full 
dividend  instead  of  four  per  cent  as  last 
year.  The  increase  in  the  ratio  of  working 
expenses  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  ab- 
normal price  of  fuel  resulting  from  the  pro- 
longed coal  strike  in  Pennsylvania.  The 
half  year's  increase  under  this  heading  was 
£92,000.  The  train  mileage  increased 
by  663,923. 

The  removal  of  tolls  by  the  Canadian 
Government  on  the  St.  Lawrence  canals  for 
two  years  was  announced  by  the  Minister  of 
Finance.  A  rate  of  one-third  of  a  cent  per 
bushel  on  grain  passing  through  the  canals 
was  hitherto  charged. 

The  appointment  of  Sir  William  Van 
Home,  Mr.  John  Bertram  of  Toronto,  and 
Mr.  Harold  Kennedy  of  Quebec  as  members 
of  the  Dominion  Commission  on  Transpor- 
tation was  announced. 

The  inauguration  of  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  trans-atlantic  steamship  service 
with  the  sailing  of  the  steampship  Lake 
Champlain  from  Liverpool  was  reported  on 
April  14.  The  president  of  the  company 
stated  that  the  company  had  no  intention  of 
entering  the  North  Atlantic  Conference. 

Exports  and  Imports. 
/ 
Turning  to  the  general  trade  situation  in 

Canada,  the  month  showed  no  Cessation  in 

the  expansion  which   has  been  a  feature  of 

the  returns  for  so  long  a  period  past.     For 
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the  nine  months  ending  March  31,  the 
exports  of  the  Dominion  amounted  to 
si 62,420,763,  while  the  imports  totalled 
•^155,440,036,  the  latter  showing  a  gain 
of  $14,707,327,  and  the  former  an  in- 
crease of  $17,873,890,  as  compared  with  the 
same  nine  months  of  1902.  To  these  totals 
the  agricultural  industry  contributed  $87,. 
465,533  of  exports,  or  over  53  percent;  the 
exports  of  animals  and  their  products  in 
creased  by  $9,187,240,  while  the  exports  of 
manufactures  showed  anexcessof  $1,813,650, 
A  decrease  was  shown  in  the  products  of  the 
mines  alone,  the  fisheries  showing  an  increase 
of  about  $1,500,000  and  forest  wealth  an  in- 
crease of  over  $3,500,000.  For  the  month 
of  March  alone  the  total  imports  amounted 
to  $19,847,547,  an  increase  of  $2,826,077, 
as  compared  with  March,  1902,  while  the 
exports  totalled  $10,336,141  or  an  advance 
of  $989,489. 

A  special  feature  of  the  April  foreign  trade 
of  Canada  was  the  activity  of  steel  shipments 
from  Germany,  as  many  as  ten  steamers 
loaded  with  steel  having  left  German 
ports  for  Canada  during  the  month. 

Anglo-Canadian  Trade. 

Returns  published  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  Great  Britain  for  the  three  months  end- 
ing March  31,  showed  the  following  increases 
in  British  imports  from  Canada: — Wheat, 
£302,000  ;  oats,  £21,000  ;  cattle,  £186,000  ; 
sheep  and  lambs,  £13,000  ;  bacon,  £187,000  j 
hams,  £16,000  ;  eggs,  £11,000  •  canned 
salmon,  £151,000. 

The  decreases  in  the  British  imports  from 
Canada  during  three  months  were  :  Wheat 
iiour,  £27,000;  peas,  £21,000  ;  butter,  £2,- 
000  ;  canned  lobster,  £3,000  ;  hewn  wood, 
£3,000  ;  sawn  wood,  £3,000.  The  imports 
of  maize '  totalled  £3,000.  Cheese  was  un- 
changed. 

British  exports  to  Canada  increased  as 
follows  during  the  three  months  :  Salt, 
£3,000  ;  spirits,    £14,000  ;  wool,    £2,000  ; 


oilseed,  £5,000  ;  tinned  plates,  £11,000  ;  cut- 
lery, £6,000 ;  cotton  piece  goods,  £9,000  ; 
linen  piece  goods,  £10,000;  jute  piece  goods, 
£14,000  ;  worsted  tissues,  £62,000  ;  carpets, 
£30,000;  haberdashery,  £19,000;  lace,  £2,- 
000  ;  apparel  and  slops  waterproof  ed,  13,000  ; 
not  waterproof,  £14,000  ;  earthenware? 
£15,000;  cement,  £4,000. 

British  exports  to  Canada  decreased  as 
follows  during  the  three  months  ;  Galvanized 
sheets,  £2,000;  woollen  tissues,  £11,000; 
exports  railroads  totalled,  £2,000  ;  sheets 
and  plates,  £36,000  ;  iron  bars,  £43,000. 

The  cattle  embargo  on  the  ports  of  Bos- 
ton and  Portland  had  the  effect  in  spite  of 
the  material  advance  in  freight  rates,  of 
largely  increasing  the  bookings  of  transat- 
lantic steamship  companies  at  Montreal  of 
cattle  for  export  during  the  coming  season. 

Canadian  Revenue. 

In  the  revenue  returns  of  the  month  a 
similar  expansion  is  apparent.  For  the  nine 
months  ending  March  31,  the  ordinary 
revenue  of  the  Dominion  exceeded  ordinary 
expenditure  by  $14,929,156,  and  all  expen- 
ditures combined  by  $10,055,068.  As  com- 
pared with  the  same  nine  months  of  1902, 
there  has  been  a  gain  of  $5,245,423  in  the 
revenue,  while  the  ordinary  expenditure  has 
increased  by  $753,950,  while  the  capital  ex- 
penditure has  decreased  by  $3,963,363, 
showing  a  total  improvement  in  the  national 
finances  of  $9,454,836.  For  the  month  of 
March  the  total  revenue  was  $3,271,186,  or 
an  increase  of  $347,788  over  March,  1902. 

In  this  place  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  annual  financial  statement  delivered 
by  the  honourable  the  Minister  of  Finance 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  April  16, 
showed  the  largest  surplus  reported  since 
confederation.  On  consolidated  account 
this  surplus  was  estimated  at  -S3. 000,000, 
while  the  surplus  over  expenditure  includh  _ 
capital  is  placed  at  $5,000,000.  In  the 
course  of  his  statement  the  Minister  of   Fi- 
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nance  proposed  a  resolution  imposing  a  duty 
of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  all  iron  and  steel 
rail  bars  or  rails  imported  into  Canada,  the 
order  to  this  effect  not  to  be  passed  until  it 
is  determined  that  steel  rails  of  the  best 
quality,  suitable  for  the  use  of  Canadian 
railways,  are  being  manufactured  in  Canada 
from  steel  made  in  Canada  in  sufficient 
quantity  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the 
market.  It  was  also  proposed  to  impose  a 
surtax  of  one-third  of  the  duty  as  now  fixed 
on  all  articles  imported  from  any  foreign 
country  which  treats  imports  from  Canada 
less  favourably  than  those  from  other  coun- 
tries. 

The  estimates  for  1903  presented  to  the 
Ontario  Legislature  call  for  an  expenditure 
of  $4,537,428  as  compared  with  $4,004,228 


a  vear  ago. 


Domestic  Trade. 


Weather  conditions,  which  were  not 
wholly  favourable,  had  much  to  do  with  do- 
mestic trade  conditions  during  April.  On  the 
whole,  the  Easter  retail  trade  was  satisfac- 
tory  in  spite  of  the  unfavourable  weather 
which  preceded  the  holiday  in  many  parts 
of  Canada,  and  the  breaking  up  of  the  roads 
which  affected  the  marketing  of  produce  and 
contracted  retail  sales  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts. The  beginning  of  active  operations 
in  the  out-door  trades,  however,  stimulated 
business  in  the  cities,  and  the  outlook  for 
staples,  especially  in  view  of  the  large  im- 
migration movement,  and  the  generally 
favourable  conditions  of  employment  is  pro- 
mising. A  special  feature  of  the  retail  trade 
of  the  present  season  is  the  absence  of  the 
speculative  buying  of  staple  goods  among 
merchants,  in  spite  of  the  tendency  in  this 
direction  usually  evident  in  times  of  great 
expansion.  This  is  regarded  as  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  satisfactory  record  of  fail- 
ures in  Canada  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  present  year,  the  number  of  failures 
being  smaller  and  the  amount  of  defaulted 
liabilities    comparatively    light.      Thus    in 


1902  there  were  363  failures  reported  in  the 
quarter,  with  liabilities  of  $3,439,992,-  while 
this  year  the  failures  number  only  288  with 
liabilities  of  $1,754,173.  Collections,*  in 
spite  of  local  instances  of  dulness,  are  re- 
ported generally  satisfactory  in  April.  The 
money  market  showed  a  tendency  to  improve 
during  the  month  with  the  demand  for  cur- 
rency still  continuing  unprecedentedly  large. 

In  this  connection  the  Canadian  chartered 
banks'  statement  for  March  has  some 
features  of  interest.  The  note  circulation 
exceeded  $58,250,000,  showing  an  increase 
of  $5,840,000  over  the  same  month  last 
year  and  an  expansion  during  the  month 
of  $2,536,000.  Public  deposits  also  con- 
tinued to  expand,  the  total  at  the  close  of 
March  being  $406,900,000  over  February, 
and  8362,010,000  over  March,  1902.  In 
call  loans  there  was  a  decrease,  though 
current  loans  showed  an  expansion  of  some 
$14,000,000  for  the  month 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

The  Legislative  Assemblies  of  British 
Columbia  and  the  North-wrest  Territories 
were  opened  on  April  2  and  17,  respectively. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  construction  of 
municipal  power  works  was  introduced  in 
the  Legislature  of  Ontario  on  April  21. 

The  necessity  of  legislation  to  restrict  the 
erection  of  factories  to  certain  sections  of 
the  city  was  discussed  by  the  business  men 
of  Montreal. 

Application  for  a  charter  of  a  company  to 
be  known  as  '  Canada  Grocers,  Limited,' 
with  a  share  capital  of  $5,000,000  and  head 
offices  in  Toronto,  was  made  to  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary  of  Ontario. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  during  the  past 
four  years  at  least  $375,000,000  of  Canadian 
capital  have  been  expended  in  founding  new 
enterprises  and  in  enlarging  old  ones  in  order 
to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  industry  in 
Canada. 
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The  subject  of  the  frequency  of  railway 
wrecks  in  Canada  was  discussed  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  it  was  stated  that 
in  the  past  six  months  142  wrecks  had 
occurred  in  the  Dominion  involving  the  loss 
of  179  lives. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec  Pulp  Wood  Association  was  held  at 
Sherbrooke.  It  was  reported  that  owing  to 
the  price  of  pulp  wood  having  fallen  some- 
what production  would  be  decreased  about 
one-third  this  year. 

A  disastrous  explosion  was  reported  on 
April  24  in  No.  5  level,  French  slope, 
reserve  mine,  operated  by  the  Dominion 
Coal  Co.,  at  Glace  Bay,  N.S.  Four  men 
were  killed  by  the  explosion  and  a  fifth 
badly  burned.  At  the  inquest  which  was 
held  on  the  following  day  the  verdict  of  the 
jurors  censured  the  oversight  of  the  fire  boss 
for  not  taking  proper  precautions  in  allow- 
ing the  men  to  go  to  work  in  an  unsafe  level. 
Another  very  grave  disaster  of  the  month 
was  that  reported  at  Frank,  B.C.,  on  April 
30,  when  a  rockslide  almost  totally  destroy- 
ed the  town,  causing  great  loss  of  life  and 
property. 

The  Canadian  vessel  owners  organized  at 
Ottawa  on  April  7,  under  the  title  of  '  The 
Dominion  Marine  Association.'  Officers 
were  elected  and  the  City  of  Kingston  was 
chosen  as  headquarters  of  the  association. 
,  The  association  had  its  origin  in  a  meet- 
ing of  representatives  of  the  Canadian  Mer- 
chants' Marine  called  by  the  Kingston  Board 
of  Trade  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
abolition  of  tonnage  dues,  inspection  fees, 
canal  tolls  and  other  questions  of  interest  to 
the  merchant  marine. 

The  executive  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labour  held  their  annual  meeting  at  To- 
ronto during  the  month.     A  large  number 


of  delegates  representing  many  labour 
organizations  of  the  continent  were  present. 
Most  of  the  business  dealt  with  referred  to 
matters  of  primary  concern  to  the  United 
States,  though  a  considerable  portion  was 
of  direct  interest  to  Canadian  workpeople. 

A  deputation  of  manufacturers  from 
Montreal,  Toronto,  Guelph  and  other  points 
waited  upon  members  of  the  Dominion  Gov- 
ment  on  April  27  in  reference  to  a  number 
of  industrial  questions.  It  was  requested 
that  the  Alien  Labour  Law  should  be  amend- 
ed so  as  to  admit  the  entry  of  workmen  from 
the  United  States.  Views  in  opposition  to  the 
Union  Label  bill  as  recently  introduced  in  the 
Dominion  Senate  and  to  the  proposal  now 
before  Parliament  to  compel  arbitration  on 
the  application  of  one  side  in  labour  disputes 
were  also  heard.  The  Minister  of  Labour 
replied  on  behalf  of  the  Government  to  the 
deputation  promising  that  the  various 
matters  mentioned  would  receive  full 
consideration. 

On  the  1st  of  April  a  deputation  repre- 
senting the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of 
Canada  waited  upon  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment of  Ontario  and  presented  a  number  of 
questions  in  regard  to  which  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  was  requested  dur-l 
ing  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature. 
The  legislation  in  question  was  for  the  pro- 
tection and  convenience  of  employees  on 
street  railways,  for  a  better  application  of 
the  Factories  Act  concerning  the  protection 
of  workingmen  from  machinery  and  the  com- 
pulsory installation  of  fire  escapes,  for  pre- 
venting the  retention  of  wages  by  employers, 
for  the  amendment  of  the  health  regulation- 
so  as  to  prevent  the  putting  on  of  three  or 
four  thicknesses  of  paper  on  walls,  and  con- 
cerning the  liability  of  trades  unions  to 
prosecution.  The  question  of  prison-made  j 
Sfoods  was  also  discussed. 
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II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 


HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  duriwg  the  past  month 
has  been  very  active,  and  the  demand  has 
been  much  in  excess  of  the  previous  month. 
The  building  trades  have  commenced  opera- 
tions in  all  departments,  and  indications  are 
that  it  will  be  the  greatest  of  all  seasons. 
Work  on  the  Imperial  fortifications  have 
also  been  begun,  and  a  large  body  of  men 
are  now  employed  at  road  and  fort  construc- 
tion. The  painting  trade  has  also  com- 
menced its  usual  spring  activity,  and  the 
season  will  a  very  busy  one.  The  general 
market  for  labour  is  in  a  very  brisk  condi- 
tion, excepting  the  printing  trade,  which  has 
again  relaxed,  and  the  outlook  for  the  future 
is  not  promising.  Commercial  activity  con- 
tinues, and  all  phases  of  the  transportation 
business  continue  brisk.  The  wholesale  and 
retail  trades  are  enjoying  a  bright  season, 
with  good  prospects  for  the  future.  An 
increase  in  the  rate  of  wages  paid  to  painters, 
which  I  referred  to  in  my  previous  report, 
and  which  was  to  take  effect  May  1,  has 
already  been  granted,  and  the  men  are  receiv- 
ing $2  per  day  of  nine  hours.  The  former 
rate  was  $10  per  week,  with  a  nine  hour 
day.  The  carpenters  are  also  negotiating 
for  a  new  scale. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture. — The  season  has  been  back- 
ward ;  cold  rains  have  prevented  more  than 
general  preparatory  work,  but  the  outlook 
at  the  end  of  the  month  is  promising. 

The  fishing  industry  has  been  dull, 
although  good  catches  of  herring  have  been 
taken  during  the  past  month.  The  indica- 
tions for  the  spring  mackerel  catch  are  assur- 
ing- 


In  coal  mining  in  Nova  Scotia  there  is  a 
steady  influx  of  miners  from  England  and 
Scotland.  A  better  class  of  men  are  now 
coming  from  these  countries,  and  are  giving 
satisfaction  at  various  mines  in  Nova  Scotia 
at  which  they  are  locating.  Their  coming 
at  this  time  is  giving  satisfaction  to  the 
managers  of  the  various  collieries  who 
hitherto  have  been  unable  to  find  sufficient 
men  to  manage  the  output  desired.  There 
is  still  a  scarcity  of  suitable  men  in  coal 
mining,  which  will  this  year  require  con- 
siderably more  miners  than  hitherto.  Coal 
mining  developments  on  an  extended  plan 
are  being  carried  on  in  Guysborough,  Hants 
and  Lunenburg  counties,  and  it  is  reported 
from  those  places  that  there  are  not  sufficient 
men  for  the  work.  In  coal  mining,  the  event 
of  most  importance  during  the  past  month 
was  the  passing  of  legislation  for  the  encour- 
agement of  deep  coal  mining  in  Nova  Scotia, 
by  which  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia  is 
authorized  to  pay  one-half  the  cost  of  sink- 
ing three  shafts  in  different  parts  of  the 
coal  fields  of  the  province  to  a  depth  of 
2,000  feet.  It  is  expected,  as  a  result  of  this 
measure,  that  the  coal  fields  of  Nova  Scotia, 
which  are  5,000  square  miles  in  extent,  will 
be  developed  on  new  lines,  and  a  great 
industry  built  up  as  a  result. 

CONDITION    OF  PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  Trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
are  now  all  employed.  Carpenters  and  joiners 
are  enjoying  the  spring  activity,  and  all  are 
engaged.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  busy. 
Painters,  decorators  and  paperhangers  are 
all  employed,  with  plumbers  fairly  so. 
Stone-cutters  are  all  at  work.  Builders' 
labourers  are  almost  all  engaged. 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 
Trades. — Iron  moulders  are  fully  employed, 
and  machinists  and  engineers  report  work 
fairly  good.  Electrical  workers  and  line- 
men are  fairly  well  employed.     Blacksmiths 
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and  boilermakers  report  conditions  normal. 
Shipwrights  and  caulkers  are  busy,  and 
horseshoers  are  fairly  well  employed. 

Woodworking  and  Furnishing  Trades.— 
Conditions  in  this  branch  are  about  normal. 

Printing  and  Allied  Trades.—  -Pressmen 
are  fairly  well  employed,  but  printers  find 
work  dull,  and  many  are  idle. 

Transport. — All  branches  of  steamboat 
and  locomotive  work  continue  brisk,  and 
employees  of  these  are  busy.  Ship  labourers 
and  longshoremen  are  enjoying  a  good  season- 
Teamsters  and  expressmen  report  work 
fairiy  good. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour  is 
fairly  well  employed. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Truro. — The  most  important  feature  in 
this  district  during  the  month  has  been  the 
increase  in  pay  of  the  painters  from  $1.25 
and  $1.50  per  day,  to  $1.85  per  day,  with 
9  hours  per  day,  instead  of  10  hours,  to 
hereafter  constitute  a  day's  work. 

CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET.' 

The  labour  market  during  the  month 
was  in  a  more  healthy  state  than  in  March, 
though  the  advance  was  not  so  marked  as 
would  naturally  be  expected,  owing  to  the 
backward  state  of  the  season.  In  Char- 
lottetown,  the  starting  of  work  on  the  Hill- 
borough  Bridge  and  Belfast  and  Murray 
Harbour  Railway  gave  employment  to  sev- 
eral who  were  idle  during  the  winter. 
With  the  opening  of  summer  navigation, 
commerce  took  a  more  active  turn,  and  the 
banks  report  business  considerably  better 
than  the  previous  month.  Some  shipments 
of  produce  were    made,   especially   towards 


the  latter  end  of  the  month,  but  the  state 
of  the  roads  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
month  interfered  with  shipping.  Wholesale 
and  retail  trade  was  brisker  than  during 
the  previous  month.  During  the  session  of 
the  legislature  a  petition  was  presented  em- 
bodying a  resolution  passed  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Council,*  approving 
of  the  exemption  of  the  property  and  plant 
of  the  Dominion  Packing  Company  from 
taxation. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Agricultural  operations  during  the  month 
of  April  were  naturally  limited  on  account 
of  the  wet  condition  of  the  sod,  though,  in 
some  of  the  drier  sections  ploughing  was 
started  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

The  Lobster  fishing  season  opened  on  the 
20th,   and  this   year  a   larger  number   than 

»  o 

usual  of  fishermen  are  prosecuting  the  indus- 
try. Herring  fishing,  an  important  branch 
during  April,  began  about  the  middle  of  the 
month. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Carpenters  and  joiners 
found  business  dull  until  near  the  last  of 
the  month.  Lathers  and  plasterers  were 
handicapped  by  the  scarcity  of  laths,  and 
had  a  poor  month.  The  decorating  and 
paperhanging  trades  were  brisk.  Plumbers 
were  fairly  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbu  ilding  fro 
— Iron    moulders,  iron  workers  and   help' 
were  steadily  employed.       Machinists,  engi- 
neers and  linemen  were  busy.     Blacksmiths 
had   a    fair  month.     Bicycle   workers   were 
fairly    busy   during    the    first    part    of   the 
month,   but  found   business  better  towai 
the  end. 

Woodtcorking  and  Jurnishing  trades, — 
Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  were  fairly 
active,  and  coopers  were  satisfactorily  em- 
ployed. 
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Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
bookbinders  have  been  busy. 

Clothing  trades.—  Journeymen  tailors  and 
boot  and  shoe  workers  have  been,  busily 
employed  during  the  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  butchers  and  tobacco 
workers  have  found  business  above  the 
normal. 

Leather  trades. — These  trades  have  en- 
joyed a  good  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  and  hotel  em- 
ployees were  fairly  employed. 

Transport. —  Railway  men  have  had 
steady  employment.  Steamboatmen  and 
steamboat  firemen,  ship  labourers  and  long- 
shoremen have  found  work  very  satisfactory. 
Teamsters  and  expressmen  have  had  a  very 
fair  month's  employment. 

ST.  JOHN,  KB.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Coates,  correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  continues  to  improve 
and  prospects  are  bright  for  the  coming- 
summer.  Building  operations  are  progress- 
ing favourably,  saw  mills  are  commencing 
operations,  and  business  generally  has  an 
upward  tendency.  On  March  31,  the  saw 
mill  of  the  F.  E.  Say  re  Co.,  was  totally  des- 
troyed by  fire.  The  building  was  insured  for 
$3,000.  Work  of  rebuilding  commenced 
immediately,  and  it  is  thought  that  opera- 
tions will  be  resumed  about  the  first  of  Ma  v. 
Work  is  rapidly  progressing  on  the  new 
wharf  being  erected  for  the  city  by  Mr.  D. 
C.  Clark,  and  it  is  expected  to  be  finished 
bv  the  end  of  April.  The  contract  has  also 
been  let  to  rebuild  the  Robertson  wharf  for 
the  Dominion  Coal  Campany,  work  on  which 
will  be  commenced  at  an  early  date.  This 
company  intends  to  erect  large  coal  pockets 
on  the  new  wharf.     The  Union  Club  is  ask- 


ing for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  additions 
to  its    buildings.       On    April   17   fire    des- 
troyed  two  large  warehouses  at  St.  John, 
West,  burning  two  C.P.R.  cars,  and  slightly 
damaging  the  immigration  building.     It  is 
thought  that  larger  and  more  commodious 
buildings    will    be    erected    in    their    stead. 
Bank   clearing  for    the  four   weeks  ending 
April  23rd  amounted  to  $3,179,9.99,  being 
$457,918  in  excess  of  the  same  period  last 
year,   and   $43,976  greater  than   March  of 
the    current    year.     The    opening    of    river 
navigation  has  given  an  impetus  to  whole- 
sale and  retail  trade  generally.     On  March 
the    30  the  hod  carriers    and  mortar    men 
working   for  B.   Mooney   &   Sons,  on  J.  B. 
Clark  &  Sons'  new  building,  Germain  street, 
struck  for  $1 .  60  per  day,  and  their  demands 
were  acceded  to,  $1 .  20  was  the  former  rate. 
Carpenters  and  joiners  received  an  increased 
rate  of  pay  on  April   1,   but  one  crew    had 
to  resort  to  a  strike  ;  it  returned  to  work  on 
the  following  day  under  the  new  schedule, 
viz, — $2  per  day,      Twenty-one    men,    who 
were  breaking  up  the  stranded  steamer  Lake 
Superior,    went  on  strike  on  April    10  for 
a  reduction  of  hours,  they  had  been  working- 
ten  hours  per  day,  for  $'2  per  day,  and  they 
wished  to  have  the  hours  reduced  to  nine. 
This  was  refused,  and  after  remaining  out 
one  day,  they  returned   to   work  under  the 
old  conditions,  with  the  exception  of  two  of 
the     men.       On    April     14    the    labourers 
temporarily  employed  at  the  I.C.R.  terminal, 
St.    John,    struck   for   an   increase    of   pay. 
They  had  been  getting  17 he.  per  hour.     The 
matter    was    referred    for     adjustment    to 
Moncton,  and  on  the  following  day,  all  but 
two,  returned  at  20  cents  per  hour.     Fi«ve 
painters  working  for  Mr.  Robert  Barbour, 
struck  on  April  23,    because  of  the    refusal 
of  the  firm  to  discharge  an  apprentice  who 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age.    The  Painters 
and  Decorators'  Union  fixes  the  age  limit  of 
an  apprentice  at  twenty-one  years.     One  of 
the  men  returned  to  work  the  next  day,  but 
four  others  are  still  out. 
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CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  along  the  St.  John  River  expect 
an  early  return  for  their  labour.  It  is 
thought  that  the  potato  and  fruit  yield 
will  be  both  early  and  plentiful. 

Fishermen  are  doing  a  good  business  at 
present  in  catching  gaspereaux  ;  prices  have 
fallen  considerably,  being  sixty  cents  per 
hundred,  and  fifteen  per  dozen. 

In  lumbering  the  prospects  for  steam 
driving  are  excellent,  and  hundreds  of  men 
are  on  their  way  to  the  scene  of  operations. 
Wages  are  somewhat  above  the  average  this 
spring,.  $2  per  day  being  paid  to  good  men. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  Trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  well  employed.  Carpenters  and 
joiners,  lathers  and  plasterers  are  busy. 
Painters  and  decorators  are  very  busy,  as  is 
always  the  case  as  May  day  approaches. 
Plumbers,  steam  fitters  and  gasfitters  report 
work  brisk.  They  have  organized  a  union, 
but  their  charter  has  not  yet  arrived.  Build- 
ers' labourers  report  having  plenty  of  work. 

Metal, engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Iron  moulders,  iron  workers  and  helpers 
are,  generally,  well  employed.  Machinists 
and  engineers  are  well  employed.  Electrical 
workers  and  linemen  report  that  they  are 
constantly  employed.  They  have  organized, 
and  appointed  a  president  and  secretary, 
pro  tern.  A  charter  has  been  applied  for. 
Boilermakers  and  horseshoers  report  work 
plentiful.  The  latter  are  going  to  have  a 
Saturday  half  holiday  during  the  summer 
months.     They  have  also  formed  a  union. 

Woodworking  and  Furnishing  trade. — 
Woodworkers  and  shingle  weavers  continue 
active. 

Printing  and  Allied  Trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  still  continue 
busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
very  busy. 


Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar 
makers  report  work  as  being  plentiful. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  makers 
are  very  busy.  Bartenders  report  that  all 
their  members  are  in  employment. 

Transport. — Trackmen  and  freight-hand- 
lers have  all  the  work  they  can  attend  to. 
Since  the  opening  of  navigation  steamboat- 
men  and  firemen  have  been  busy  getting 
ready  for  the  coming  season's  work.  Ship 
labourers  report  work  as  being  fair.  Team- 
sters and  expressmen  have  plenty  of  work 
now,  as  a  great  many  people  are  changing 
their  residences. 

District  Notes. 

/U'ersville. — The  Imperial  Coal  Company 
has   been  organized,  and  proposes  to    mine 
on  a  larger  scale  than  ever  during  the  coni-l 
ing  summer. 

Rexton. — Messrs.    J.   T.   Jardine  will   re- 
build the  saw  mill  destroyed  by  fire  last  fall. 
The  new  mill  will  contain  all  the  latest  im- 
proved machinery  for  the  economical  manu-j 
facture  of  every  description  of  lumber. 

Sackville. — A  new  wing  is  to  be  added  to 
the    Ladies'  College.     The   Standard    Com- 
pany intends  to  enlarge  its  premises  at  once,! 
and  instal  the  newest  and  best  machine!  y. 
and  amalgamate  with  the  boot  and  shoe  fac- 
tory. This  company  was  formerly  the  Jan 
R.  Ay  re  Co.,  and  manufactured  boots  and 
shoes,  carriages,  harness,  &c,  employing  be-J 
tween  125  and  130  hands. 

St.    Stephen — Ganong's    factory,    recenth 
destroyed  by  fire,  is  being  rebuilt,  and  workj 
is  proceeding  rapidly.     The  factory  is  work- 
ing full  time,  filling  spring  orders. 

St.  Joseph. — A  new   oil  well  was  siu-ees 
fullv  shot  at  the  oil  fields  a  few  davs  ago.l 
All  the  wells  that  have  been  shot  and  tiusht 
have  been  capped. 

Spoon  Island. — At  the  Walton  quarries 
large  number  of  men  are  engaged  getti 
out  several  thousand  feet  of  curbing  for  ! 
John. 
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Moncton. — A  committee  representing  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  and 
the  Freight-handlers,  Unions  of  Halifax,  St 
John  and  Moncton,  and  the  Brotherhood  of 

I  Carmen    of  Halifax    and  Moncton,    inter- 
viewed   General    Mananger    Pottinger   and 
Chief  Superintendent    Price  on   April   14. 
The  committee  urged   that  every  effort  be 
made  to  have  the  wages  of  truckers  advanced 
to  minimum    of  $1.50  per  day  and  check- 
ers to  a  minimum   of  $40  per  month.     The 
schedule  also  asked  that  the  salary  of  first- 
class  checkers  be  $55    per  month  and  in- 
creases of  $2.50  per  month  until  a  maximum 
of  $60  has  been  reached  ;  second-class  check- 
ers, $45  minimum  and  $55  maximum  ;  third- 
class,  $40  minimum  and  $55  maximum  ;  car 
cleaners  to  be  paid  for  overtime  ;  lamp  trim- 
mers to  receive  1 4  cents  an  hour  ;  car  clean- 
ers, 13  cents.     For  car  repairs  the  schedule 
is  for  the  following  wages  :  first  year,    15 
cents  per  hour  ;  after  second  year,  1 6  cents  ; 
after  fourth  year,  1 7  cents  ;  after  sixth  year, 
1 8  cents ;  all  labourers  working  at  car  re- 
pairing to  be  classified  as  such  and  to  receive 
1   cent  per  hour  increase  ;  storemen  to  be 
classified  as  truckers  instead  of  labourers. 
The  schedule  also  asks  that  pay  be  allowed 
for  the  ten  days  known  as   statutory  holi- 
days ;  overtime  to  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of 
time  and  one-quarter.      After  the  schedule 
had  been  discussed,  the  manager  stated  that 
he  would  go  over  the  matter  very  carefully 
and  make  a   report  to  the  Minister  of  Rail- 
ways and    promised    a    reply   on    May    1. 
Representatives  of  the  conductors  and  brake- 
men  met  on  April   lft,  in  order  to  hear  the 
report  from   the  general   superintendent  in 
regard  to  a  scale  of  wages  submitted  a  short 
time  ago  to  the  I.C.R.  management. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J    Jobin   and  Edward  Little, 
correspondents,  report  as  follows  : — 

'.GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  in  general  has  been  better  employ- 
ed than  in  March,  though  the  full  season  of 


activity  has  not  yet  arrived.  A  general  de- 
mand for  increases  in  wages  was  a  feature  of 
the  month.  On  April  4  the  labourers  employ- 
ed in  excavating  for  the  foundations  for  the 
coal  discharge  plant,  made  a  demand  for  an 
increase  from  $1.00  to  $1.25  per  day.  About 
80  men  were  interested  in  the  request,  which 
was  granted.  On  the  9th  of  the  month  12 
tanners  and  curriers  in  the  employ  of  M. 
Pouliot  requested  an  increase  and  quit  work 
for  half  a  day  before  accepting  a  compromise. 
The  movement  has  since  extended  to  the 
other  tanners  of  the  city.  Batteaumen  have 
presented  the  shippers  with  a  new  wage  scale 
representing  increases  ranging  from  20  to 
25  per  cent.  Axemen  employed  in  the  ship- 
ping booms  have  also  requested  an  improved 
wage  scale,  the  increase  amounting  to  35 
per  cent.  Narrow  axemen  ask  for  an  in- 
crease of  from  $1.40  to  $2.00,  and  broad 
axemen  from  $1.60  to  $2.40  per  day.  Em- 
ployees in  the  Dominion  Arsenal  on  piece 
were  reduced  on  April  4. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

In  the  agricultural  industry,  plowing  has 
been  general  since  the  beginning  of  the 
month. 

In  lumbering  men  for  the  drive  are  in 
demand. 

The  new  Boss  Biffe  factory  commenced 
operations. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Work  has  been  begun 
on  several  new  buildings  and  the  demand 
for  labour  has  been  much  more  active  than 
in  March.  Bricklayers  and  masons,  and 
carpenters  and  joiners  have  had  considerable 
jobbing.  Painters  and  decorators  are  all 
busy.  Builders'  labourers  report  opera- 
tions not  fully  begun. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades^ 
— Boilermakers  in  some  shops  were  worked 
for  a  time  to  the  limit  of  their  capacity.. 
In  other  shops  full  time  and  a  full  staff  are 
being  worked.     The  finishing  of  the   work 
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on  the  S.S.  Iberian  early  in  the  month  threw 
a  number  of  men  on  the  market,  though  the 
early  opening  of  navigation  on  the  river  has 
made  employment  exceptionally  brisk  in 
this  branch  this  spring.  Electrical  workers 
and  linemen  have  had  a  fair  month's  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and. 
pressmen  had  a  good  month,  overtime  being- 
worked  in  several  establishments.  Book- 
binders were  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — The  Easter  holiday  af- 
fected the  clothing  trades  benificially.  Boot 
and  shoe  workers  also  had  a  good  month. 

Food  a,nd  tobacco  preparations. — Butchers 
have  been  busy.  The  cigar  and  tobacco 
trades  were  active,  nearly  all  factories  having 
increased  the  number  of  their  hands. 

Miscellaneous. — Hotel  employees  report 
an  active  month  though  the  prorogation  of 
the  Legislature  on  Saturday,  26th,  caused 
a  falling  off  in  this  branch  until  the  opening 
of  the  tourist  business. 

Transport. — Steamboat  men  have  been 
very  busy  though  all  of  the  regular  lines 
have  not  yet  begun  running.  Ship  labourers 
have  commenced  work,  the  first  steamer  to 
load  being  the  S.S.  Iberian. 

THREE  RIVERS,  QUE.,  AND 
DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  fo.lows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  past  month  there  has  been  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  demand  for 
labour  both  at  this  point  and  throughout 
the  district.  Several  new  contracts  have 
been  signed  for  buildings,  both  for  residential 
and  business  purposes.  Most  of  the  car- 
penters have  found  work  earlier  than  usual 
on  account  of  the  number  of  alterations 
being  made  to  the  local  stores.  There  is 
every  indication  of  a  prosperous  season 
ahead  for  all  classes  of  labour.  Amicable 
relations  between  employer  and  employees 


continue.  Wages  in  many  cases  have 
advanced  as  much  as  ten  per  cent.  The 
wholesale  and  retail  dealers  report  business 
good.  Banks  report  one  of  the  best  busine>> 
months.  A  communication  looking  to  the 
establishment  of  an  electric  railway  has 
been  received  by  the  Three  Rivers  Council, 
and  is  under  consideration. 

CONDICTION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  Trades. — The  building  trades 
report  a  good  month  with  better  prospects 
ahead.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  .only 
fairly  well  employed.  Painters,  decorators 
and  paperhangers  report  work  and  wages 
good.     Plumbers  report  little  doing. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Electrical  workers  are  very  busy, 
and  have  been  for  some  time  past,  with 
conditions  fairly  satisfactory.  Blacksmiths 
have  had  a  good  month.  The  good  condition 
of  the  roads  is  giving  the  bicycle  business  a 
good  start,  and  prospects  are  good  for  a 
renewal  of  former  successful  seasons  in  this 
industry. 

Woodworking    and  furnishing    tradesA 

Carriage  and  wagon  makers  reported  to  have 
had  a   good   business  month   and  prospects 

are  very  good. 

Print  ing  and  allied  trades.  — -Printers,  itc.,| 
report  a  good  month. 

Clothing  trades. — The   tailoring    trade    i- 
very  active  and  prospects  for  the  future  ai 
encouraging.     The    glove    factory    is    vei 
busy  at  present,  and  has  had  a  good  month. 

Food    and    tobacco    preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  report   a  go< 
business. 

SHERBROOKE,  QUE.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  H.  Logie,   Correspondent \   reports 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE   LABOUR   MAHKE 

During  the  month   of   April   labour 
been  in  good  demand,  and  the  prospects 
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bright  in  all  branches  of  trade.  The  build- 
ing trade  Avill  be  especially  busy,  as  there 
are  several  large  buildings  to  be  erected  here 
this  summer,  including  a  city  hall,  library 
buildings  and  a  number  of  private  residences. 
The  machine  shops  are  still  pressed  with 
work,  and  every  available  inch  of  space  is 
being  utilized  in  the  Jencks'  works.  The 
brick  yards  at  Lennoxville  and  Ascot  Corner 
have  begun  operations  with  a  full  gang  of 
men  in  each  case.  The  branch  of  an  Ameri- 
can concern  which  will  manufacture  paper 
machinery  has  started  work.  The  woollen 
and  carpet  factories  are  well  supplied  with 
orders,  and  unskilled  labour  finds  readv  em- 
ployment.  The  Dominion  Cotton  Co.,  at 
Magog,  is  advertising  for  help  to  work  in  its 
mills.  The  retail  merchants  say  that  busi- 
ness was  somewhat  quiet  during  the  month, 
but  with  the  advent  of  warmer  weather  trade 
will  pick  up  again.  The  retail  hardware 
stores  report  business  very  good,  as  do  also 
the  agricultural  implement  dealers. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  well  on  with  their  spring- 
work,  but  they  complain  of  the  scarcity  of 
labour.  At  a  meeting  of  the  butter  and 
cheese  men  of  the  district  of  St.  Francis, 
held  during  April,  it  was  decided  to  establish 
a  board  in  Sherbrooke,  for  the  sale  of  butter 
and  cheese.  The  name  of  the  organization 
will  be  the  St.  Francis  Butter  and  Cheese 
Board. 

The  lumber  camps  are  broken  up,  and  the 
men  are  returning  in  large  numbers  to  the 
city,  but  are  not  long  without  employment. 
Owing  to  the  fall  in  price  of  pulp  wood  the 
cut  this  year  will  not  be  so  large  as  that  of 
previous  years. 

The  woollen  and  worsted  mills  are  excep- 
tionally busy. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
'are  fully  employed.  Carpenters  and  joiners 
jare  in  good  demand  in  the  city  and  district. 
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At  North  Hatley  summer  resort,  quite  a  few 
houses  are  being  erected  by  American  visitors. 
Painters,  decorators  and  paperh  angers  are 
very  busy.     Plumbers  are  somewhat  slack. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— The  machine  shops  are  rushed  With  orders, 
and  the  Jencks'  Machine  Co.,  is  still  run- 
ning an  overtime  and  night  gang. 

Woodworking  and  fur  nisi  ting  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  rushed  with  some  large 
orders.  George  Long's  shop  has  been  run- 
ning overtime  to  enable  the  firm  to  fill  orders. 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  having  a  good 
season's  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — -All  in  these 
trades  are  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — There  is  a  good  demand 
for  journeymen  tailors,  and  merchant  tailors 
complain  of  the  want  of  good  men. 

Miscellaneous. — Hotel  men  report  business 
very  good,  and  laundry  work  is  very  brick. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
have  had  a  good  business  during  the  moving 
season. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  finds 
steady  employment. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Windsor  Mills. — -At  a  meeting  of  the 
Papermakers'  Association  at  Windsor  Mills, 
Que.,  on  the  19th  instant,  the  following- 
officers  for  the  coming  year  were  elected  : 
President,  J.  M.  Downing ;  Vice-Pres.,  R. 
Aitkin  ;  Rec.  Sec,  J.  Meehan  ;  Fin.  Sec,  A. 
L.  Conners. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THF  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  April  the  labour  market  showed 
greater  activity  than  in  the  preceding  month. 
There  was  a  good  demand  for  labour,  par- 
ticularly for  carpenters  and  joiners,  several 
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buildings  being  in  course  of  construction. 
The  most  important  of  these  was  for  the  St. 
Hyacinthe  Distillery,  Packing  and  Vinegar 
Company,  Limited.  The  busiest  among  the 
factories  are  the  Duclos  and  Payen  tannery 
and  the  sash  and  door  factories.  There  has 
been  no  change  in  the  hours  of  labour.  The 
employees  of  the  stock  department  in  Messrs. 
Cote  &  Frere's  boot  and  shoe  factory  received 
an  increase  in  salary,  varying  from  $1  to  $2 
per  week.  There  has  been  no  differences 
between  employers  and  employees,  with  the 
exception  of  an  unimportant  one  at  Chali- 
foux  &  Son's  agricultural  implement  factory, 
where  five  joiners,  having  demanded  an  in- 
crease in  wages,  were  refused  and  quit  work, 
finding  employment  in  other  factories,  the 
company  having  at  once  filled  their  places. 

CONDITION    OF    LOC4.L    INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  made  good  progress  in  sow- 
ing, and  with  a  few  fine  days  will  soon  com- 
plete this  work.- 

Manufacttires  of  all  kinds  continue  pros- 
perous. The  Ames  &  Holden  Co.,  of  Mont- 
real, is  making  extensive  repairs  to  its  boot 
and  shoe  factory,  which  will  open  on  May 
15.  The  Canadian  Woollen  Manufac- 
turing Company,  limited,  has  sold  out  to 
the  Penman  Manufacturing  Co.,  Limited,  of 
Paris,  Ont.  Work  was  suspended  from  the 
22nd  to  the  27th  of  the  month  to  permit  the 
latter  company  to  take  stock.  Work  was 
resumed  on  the  27th  of  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
report  a  sufficiency  of  work  towards  the 
close  of  the  month.  Carpenters  and  joiners 
are  very  busy  but  .the  contractors  only  offer 
$1.25  and  $1.50  per  day  for  competent  work- 
men. Paperhangers  and  painters  are  fully 
occupied  and  a  demand  for  these  craftsmen 
is  anticipated  shortly. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Among 
this  class  of  workmen  generally   work   has 


been  sufficient  during  the  month.  Black- 
smiths and  boilermakers  have  had  a  very 
busy  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  have  had  plenty  to  do.    ' 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  and 
garment  workers  report  satisfactory  employ- 
ment, with  shops  running  full  time.  Boot 
and  shoe  workers  have  had  a  very  slack 
month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  say  they  have  had  a  satis- 
factory month.    Cigarmakers  are  very  busy. 

Tanners  and  curriers  have  had  an  abun- 
dance of  work,  having  heavy  orders  to  fill 
and  everything  presages  a  very  busy  season. 

Transport. — Railway  employees  have  been 
fully  occupied.  Carters  report  an  excellent 
spring  trade. 

HULL,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Rodolphe  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

So  far  as  the  trades  were  concerned,  the 
market  was  dull  in  April,  but  common  labonr 
found  plenty  of  work  on  the  opening  of  the 
mills.  As  a  whole  conditions  were  not  al- 
together satisfactory,  but  prospects  are  very 
good  for  the  future.  Frasers  sawmills  at 
Deschenes  will  soon  be  ready  for  work  and 
will  employ  about  two  hundred  hands,  the 
cement  works  in  Hull  will  start  construc- 
tion and  many  people  will  find  work.  Shij 
ping  is  brisk  in  lumber  and  barges  are  load- 
ing at  all  the  docks  around  the  Chaudiere 
one  day  earlier  than  last  year.  There  is  J 
likelihood  of  strikes  this  spring  and  wao-es 
both  in  the  trades  and  for  common  laboui 
are  the  same  as  reported  last  month,  except 
that  corporation  employees  got  a  raise.  TIw 
council  decided  to  give  15  cents  per  hour  t( 
labourers,  20  cents  per  hour  to  a  forem; 
and  20  cents  per  hour  to  a  man  and  horse 
The  starting  of  Gilmour's  mills  in  Hull,  Ross 
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mills  at  Buckingham  and  McLaren's  at 
Templeton  is  giving  work  to  hundreds  of 
workpeople.     Their  average  pay  is  $1.35, 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Mines,  mostly  mica,  are  being  worked  more 
and  more  every  day.  The  slump  in  the  mar- 
ket is  hardly  preceptible  now.  That  slump 
it  seems  forced  the  owners  to  look  for  a 
market  outside  of  the  United  States  and  the 
product  is  for  the  most  part  going  to  supply 
the  Canadian  market.  The  Hull  quarries 
employ  about  one  hundred  hands  at  present 
and  pay  from  $1.75  to  $2  per  day. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Painters  are  kept  very 
busy  at  $2  to  $2.40  per  day  of  nine  hours* 
Those  belonging  to  the  Ottawa  Union  are 
petitioning  for  an  eight-hour  day  and  30 
cents  per  hour.  Construction  is  dull  and 
only  small  jobs  are  going  on.  ^  The  trades 
are  working  in  Ottawa  mainly.  The  school 
commissioners  intend  building  a  new  school 
in  No.  5  Ward. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades.— The  boat-builders  will  soon  have 
their  idle  season,  the  repairs  to  the  fleet 
being  almost  done.  Their  wages  average 
$1.75  per  day. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  T.  W.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

During  the  month  of  April  there  was 
every  indication  of  renewed  activity  among 
the  trades,  which  were  more  or  less  idle 
during  the  winter.  This  was  particularly 
true  of  the  building  trades,  and  everything 
is  being  got  into  shape  for  the  season's  work. 
An  increase  in  wages  has  been  arranged  for 
in  nearly  every  branch  of  the  building 
trades ;  the  increases  range  from  two  to  four 
cents  an  hour.     The  supply  of  labour  in  the 


city  is  not  much  more  than  equal  to  the 
demand,  and  should  exceptional  activity  set 
in  there  would  be  a  scarcity  in  some  lines. 
The  contractors,  however,  were  disposed  to 
take  a  somewhat  doubtful  attitude,  not  anti- 
cipating a  busy  season.  There  were  very 
few  tenders  for  buildings  called  for  during 
April,  but  it  was  thought  that  many  intend- 
ing to  build  homes  were  awaiting  the  arrange- 
ment of  agreements  for  the  year  between 
contractors  and  the  unions,  so  as  to  avoid 
possible  loss  and  expen  se  by  strikes  or  lockouts. 
The  cost  of  building  will  be  higher  owing  to 
increased  wages  and  a  general  increase 
in  cost  of  building  material.  There  was 
no  disturbance  in  industrial  circles  except- 
ing that  the  strike  of  the  Canada  Atlantic 
Railway  trackmen,  commenced  in  the  last 
week  in  March,  was  still  in  progress  with 
no  sign  of  yielding  on  either  side.  The  men 
went  out  for  $1.30  a  dav  for  section  men 
and  $1.80  for  foremen.  The  company  claims 
that  they  are  not  suffering  for  lack  of  men, 
having  secured  all  the  help  required.  The 
strikers  make  assertions  directly  opposite  to 
this.  Nearly  all  the  men  out  have  secured 
work  with  farmers  and  others,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence they  are  not  suffering  from  idle- 
ness. There  is  only  five  cents  a  day  differ- 
ence between  the  company  and  the  men,  but 
the  company  refuses  to  negotiate  terms  until 
the  men  return  to  work.  The  assertion  is 
made  that  the  strike  was  ordered  before  the 
General  Manager  was  approached  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  men.  The  company  is  employ- 
ing Italian  labour  and  has  put  on  patrol 
trains  to  look  after  the  tracks. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  ironworking  trades  are  all  busy,  and 
every  first-class  mechanic  is  employed.  The 
employers  say  that  there  is  no  occasion  for 
any  good  workman  being  idle.  There  was 
no  increase  of  wages  in  any  branches  of  these 
trades  announced,  excepting  that  four  or 
five  stove-plate  moulders  were  given  ten 
cents  a  day  increase,  to  prevent  them  accept- 
ing offers  of  positions  in  Montreal. 
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CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 


Building  trades. — During  the  month  ten- 
ders were  called  for  for  the  Carnegie  Public 
Library  and  work  will  be  commenced  at  an 
early  date. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  trades  were  busy  during 
the  month ;  the  sash  and  door  factories 
being  busy  with  orders  for  the  export  trade. 
The  supply  of  this  class  of  labour  was  not 
very  plentiful,  and  there  may  be  a  scarcity 
as  the  season  advances.  In  some  of  the 
factories  an  increase  of  about  10  per  cent, 
in  wages  was  given  voluntarily. 

Clothing  trades. — The  tailors'  union  has 
signed  an  agreement  for  two  years,  contain- 
ing a  slight  increase  in  the  bill  of  prices, 
secured  by  a  different  classification  of  fabrics, 
and  allowance  for  "extras."  Owing  to  the 
early  spring  the  shops  have  all  been  busy, 
and  there  was  abundance  of  work. 

KINGSTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

My.  William  Kelly,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  generally  was  well  employed  dur- 
ing the  month.  As  compared  with  other 
years,  this  may  be  said  to  be  a  busy  one. 
There  is  Considerable  activity  in  the  build- 
ing trades,  and  architects  are  now  calling 
for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  several  new 
residences  and  other  buildings.  On  the  27  th 
of  the  month  a  number  of  capitalists  Avaited 
on  the  City  Council  in  reference  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  contemplated  railway  from 
Loughboro  Lake  to  Kingston,  a  distance  of 
about  ten  miles.  As  the  result  of  prospect- 
ing for  some  "time  past,  in  this  district,  it  is 
proposed  to  start  the  manufacturing  of 
cement  on  a  large  scale.  The  parties  inter- 
ested have  secured  several  options,  and  state 
that  it  is  their  opinion,  that  there  is  enough 
marl  in    sight  from   which    to  manufacture 


400  tons  daily  of  cement,   for  a  number  of 
years  to  come.     It  is  felt  that  there  will  be 
a   growing  demand    for   this    product,    and 
that  the    undertaking  will    be  a   profitable 
venture.     On  account  of  the   rates   prevail- 
ing on  the  K.  and  P.  Ry..   it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  promoters  to  petition  the  Ontario 
Legislature  to  allow  them  to  construct  what 
is  to  be  known  as  the   Kingston  and   Fron- 
tenac   Railway.     The  object   in  waiting   on 
the  City  Council  was  to  secure  exemption 
from   taxes  and  possibly  a  site  for  the  com" 
pany's  terminus    and   works.     It  was    also 
desired  that  the   Council  would  endorse  the 
petition  when  presented  to  the  Government. 
A  motion  was  carried  by  the  Council  grant- 
ing the  request  and  endorsing  the  petition. 
A   petition  is  also  being  presented   to  the 
Government  asking   the  re-incorporation   of 
the  Kingston  and  Gananoque  Electric  Rail- 
way, which  is  to  run  north  to  Perth,  either 
from  Kingston    or  Gananoque,    along    the 
Rideau    Canal.     This    project    was    started 
some  years  ago  and  temporarily  abandoned. 
The  Grand  Trunk  authorities  have  decided  to 
raise  the  overhead   bridge  at  Carrington's 
Tannery,  the  scene  of  a  recent  disaster,  at 
cost  of  |2,700.     This  is  a  matter  that   has 
long  stood  in  dispute. 

The  transportation  business  in  exceeding 
ly  brisk.     Much   shipping  is  going  on.   and 
the  various  railways  are  busy  transporti 
freight  to  New  Ontario,  Manitoba,  and  oth 
western  points.     As  the  result  of  representa 
tions  made  to  the  Dominion  Government  dur 
ing   the  month,   the  tolls  on   the    Canadi 
canals    will    be   abolished    for   two    years 
This,  it  is  felt,  will  have  a  highly  benefici 
effect  on    the   shipping  and   transportatio 
interest  at  this  port.     Ballasting  and  gen 
eral  improvement  of  the  K.  and  P.  Ry.. 
been   resumed  at  Sharbot   Lake  and  othe 
points.     A  new  and   double   track   is  bein 
constructed    by    the    Kingston    and    Ports 
mouth  Electric   Railway  owners.     The  ca 
sheds  are  busy  preparing  the  open  cai 
summer  traffic,    &c.     While   there  lias  1 
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a  number  of  minor  disturbances  in  the  labour 
market  during  the  month,  there  have  not 
been  any  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  or 
hours  of  labour.  The  strikes  of  the  painters 
and  machinists,  may  be  said  to  remoin  un- 
changed since  last  month,  except  that  the 
painters  are  nearly  all  taking  jobs  on  their 
own  account.  A  number  of  Batterymen, 
stationed  here,  whose  time  of  service  is 
expiring,  are  refusing  to  re-enlist.  The 
ground  of  complaint  is  not  at  the  arduous 
service  required,  but  the  small  pay,  40  cents 
per  day.  Local  postmen  are  complaining  of 
the  low  rate  of  wages  in  view  of  the  high 
cost  of  living. 

CONDITION  OF    LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  are  extremely  busy.  The 
weather  is  cold  and  growth,  so  far,  is  very 
slow.     The  season  will  be  late, 

Manufacturing  is  going  on  briskly. 

Mining  is  very  active  ;  some  heavy  mach- 
inery has  just  been  imported  from  the  Die 
Rock  Drill  Co.,  of  New  York,  and  is  being 
installed  at  the  mica  mines  at  Sydenham, 
where  business  is  booming. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — These  trades  are  fully 
occupied,  excepting  perhaps,  the  stone- 
cutters, who  report  business  as  being  dull 
this  month.  A  number  have  left  for  other 
places  in  search  of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  ship-building 
trades. — Nearly  all  branches  of  the  metal 
trades  are  busy.  Boilermakers  report  work 
scarce.  Earl}-  in  the  month  nine  first-class 
English  machinists  made  application  at  the 
Canadian  Locomotive  works  for  employ- 
ment. Four  or  five  were  engaged,  the 
balance  were  recommended  to  a  western 
firm.  The  works  are  reported  to  have  a  full 
complement  of  machinists  for  present  pur- 
|  poses. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  fully  employed. 


Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
are  only  fairly  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Clothiers  report  in- 
creased and  fair  trade. 

Miscellaneous  . —  Generally  speaking,  all 
these  trades  report  business  as  only  fair. 

Leather  trades. — The  employees  engaged 
in  these  trades  are  not  busy. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
good  demand  at  fair  wages,  and  men  are 
rather  scarce. 

FORMATION  OF  LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS. 

During  the  month  the  question  of  organ- 
izing and  conducting  a  co-operative,  general 
or  departmental,  store  in  the  interest  of 
labour  unions,  was  investigated  and  report- 
ed on  by  a  committee  of  the  Trades  and 
Labour  Council.  While  offers  of  capital, 
buildings,  &c,  were  forthcoming  in  abund- 
ance, in  view  of  the  friendly  attitude  of  the 
merchants  generally  it  was  decided  to  let 
the  matter  stand  in  abeyance  for  the  present. 
The  investigation  was  ordered  because  it 
was  understood  that  certain  merchants, 
members  of  the  Employers'  Protective  Union, 
were  arraying  themselves  against  the  union. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Cheesemaking  in  the  district  promises  to 
be  good  this  season.  There  are  sixty  fac- 
tories represented  in  the  Local  Cheese  Board, 
and  all  of  them  report  the  brightest  pros- 
pects. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  April  has  been  a  most 
satisfactory  one  in  this  district  for  labour 
of  all  kinds.  There  is  plenty  of  employ- 
ment and  wages  are  better.  Last  year 
labourers  were  paid  $1.25  per  day,  this  year 
they  are  receiving  from  $1.35  to  $1.50  per 
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day.  For  all  kinds  of  trades  there  is  plenty 
of  work.  Special  activity  is  noticed  in  the 
building  trades.  The  Deacon  Shirt  factory 
is  in  course  of  erection.  The  first  sod  has 
been  turned  for  the  erection  of  the  Belleville 
Portland  Cement  factory  buildings.  The 
Belleville  Pork  factory  building  will  be 
started  shortly,  as  $100,000  of  stock  has  been 
subscribed.  Merchants  report  the  month's 
business  ahead  of  the  corresponding  month 
of  last  year.  Banks  report  an  excellent 
month.  The  City  Council  decided  to 
increase  the  wages  of  the  corporation 
employees  from  $1.25  to  $1.35  per  day. 
There  has  been  no  strikes  or  lockouts  during 
the  month,  and  the  relations  between  em- 
ployers and  employees  are  cordial  at  present. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  busy  seeding.  Owing  to 
fine  weather  they  are  ahead  with  their  work 
compared  with  last  year. 

Fishermen  report  good  '  catches.  A  good 
deal  of  fish  is  being  shipped  from  here  to 
Buffalo. 

A  large  number  of  men  have  left  this 
locality  for  the  lumber  camps  to  bring  the 
limber  down  the  rivers.  The  wages  are  $35 
and  $40  a  month  and  board,  which  is  higher 
than  has  been  paid  in  several  years. 

Local  manufacturers  report  that  they 
have  plenty  of  work  on  hand. 

Mining  in  North  Hastings  is  active.  A 
company  has  been  organized  to  work  the 
Craig  mines  on  a  very  extensive  scale,  and 
new  machinery  is  being  put  in.  The  Delora 
property  will  be  extensively  worked  this 
season.  'Miners  predict  that  this  season 
will  be  the  best  in  the  history  of  North 
Hastings. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  men  are  en- 
gaged in  building  the  spur  line  from  the  G. 
T.R.  to  the  Belleville  Portland  Cement 
Company's  plant  at  Point  Ann. 


CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades 
the  month  has  been  an  unusually  good  one. 
Bricklayers  and  masons,  carpenters  and 
joiners,  lathers  and  plastersers  report  an 
excellent  month.  Painters  and  decorators 
report  having  all  the  orders  they  can  attend 
to,  and  good  prospects  ahead.  Plumbers, 
gas  and  steam-fitters  report  a  good  month. 
Stone-cutters  are  busy.  One  firm  states 
that  it  has  all  it  can  attend  to  for  three 
years  to  come.  Labourers  are  finding  plenty 
of  employment. 

Metal, engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— In  the  metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades  the  month  has  been  a  good  one.  Iron 
moulders  report  a  very  favourable  month. 
Machinists  have  been  busy.  Metal  polishers, 
buffers,  platers  and  brass  workers  report 
the  month  ahead  of  the  corresponding 
month  of  last  year.  One  firm  reports  that 
it  cannot  catch  up  with  its  orders,  and  that 
it  is  at  present  enlarging  the  plant  to  increase 
the  output.  Shipbuilders  and  caulkers 
report  a  good  month,  but  there  is  a  slacken- 
ing up  at  present  as  they  have  finished  work 
on  the  boats,  which  are  now  in  commission. 
Sheet  metal  workers    report  a   good  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — In 
the  woodworking  and  furnishing  trades  the 
month  has  been  a  good  one.  The  wood- 
workers are  very  busy  and  the  different 
factories  expect  a  busy  season. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
have  experienced  a  busy  month,  having  a 
larger  staff  of  men  employed  than  for  some 
time. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
report  a  good  month.  Merchant  tailors 
state  that  their  Easter  trade  was  much 
better  than  last  year. 

Food  aud  tobacco  jyreparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  a  very  satisfactory 
month.  Butchers  also  experienced  a  good 
month.     Ice    cutters     were     fairly     active. 
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One  dealer  has  contracted  to  fill  the  G.T.R. 
refrigerator  cars,  which  will  take  almost  his 
entire  supply.  Cigarmakers  report  a  good 
month. 

Leather  trades. — With  these  trades  the 
month  has  been  a  good  one.  Leather 
workers  and  saddlers  are  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  a  satis- 
factory month. 

Transport. — The  transport  lines,  especially 
railroad-men,  report  a  falling  off  in  business. 
The  opening  of  navigation  has  hurt  railway 
business,  but  there  is  a  demand  for  men  on 
the  steamers  which  offsets  this. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  good  demand 
for  unskilled  labour.  There  are  less  idle  men 
in  this  locality  at  present  than  for  many 
years.  No  man  who  is  willing  and  able  to 
work  need  be  without  employment  of  some 
kind. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Phillips  Thompson,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OP  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  situation  during  the  month  just 
closed  has  been  characterized  by  a  number 
of  trade  disputes  and  strikes,  principally 
with  the  object  of  securing  higher  pay. 
These  have  generally  terminated  in  favour 
of  the  men  owing  to  the  fact  that  labour  61s 
all  kinds  is  now  so  fully  employed  that 
employers  find  it  impossible  to  fill  the.placQS^ 
of  striking  workmen.  Reports  from  nearly 
all  branches  of  industry  indicate  a  continu- 
ance of  prosperity,  with  abundance  of  work, 
the  percentage  of  men  out  of  employment  in 
any  line  being  very  small.  There  has  been 
i  a  noticeable  influx  of  European,  more  par- 
ticularly British  immigrants,  most  of  whom 
have  found  employment  as  farm  hands,  but 
a  number  of  mechanics  and  general  labourers 
have  remained  in  the  city  and  obtained 
jwork  at   their   respective    trades.     On  the 


other  hand  not  a  few  skilled  workin^men 
have  crossed  the  border  in  search  of  higher 
wages  than  those  obtainable  in  Canada. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Manufacturing  industries  of  nearly  all 
sorts  may  be  described  as  exceptionally 
prosperous,  and  opportunities  for  work, 
speaking  generally,  plentiful.  Many  manu- 
facturers allege  that  they  are  unable  to 
secure  the  help  they  need,  although  they 
have  advertised  freely.  Union  officials  deny 
that  this  scarcity  exists,  excepting  in  so  far 
as  employers  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  wages 
demanded.  They  assert  that  applications 
made  for  work  to  some  of  these  establish- 
ments have  been  refused  except  at  figures 
which  the  applicants  were  not  willing  to 
accept.  The  Canadian  Foundry  Co.  is 
largely  increasing  its  facilities  and  has  taken 
on  a  considerable  number  of  additional 
hands.  They  have  some  extensive  contracts, 
including  an  order  from  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  for  50  new  steel  bridges. 

The  building  trade,  as  previously  in- 
timated, is  active  notwithstanding  the  in- 
creased price  of  labour  and  materials.  The 
settlements  which  have  been  effected  with 
the  principal  unions  obviate  the  danger 
which  was  at  one  time  feared  of  extensive 
strikes  on  May  1.  Work  on  the  new  rail- 
way sheds  to  be  built  on  the  old  Govern- 
ment grounds,  Front  street,  will  be  com- 
menced about  July  1.  Transportation  con- 
tinues active,  but  latterly  there  has  been 
considerable  congestion  of  freight  both  at 
the  G.  T.  R.  and  C.  P.  R.  sheds,  and  mer- 
chants are  experiencing  much  delay  in  the 
delivery  of  their  goods.  A  few  days  since 
it  was  estimated  that  fully  500  cars  were  in 
the  sheds  waiting  to  be  unloaded. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  all  actively  employed  with  the  exception 
of  the  plumbers,  gasfitters  and  steamfitters, 
whose  busy  season  does  not  set  in  until  at 
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later  stage.  A  number  of  men  in  these 
lines  are  out  of  work.  Bricklayers  are  in 
active  demand  ;  they  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  an  increase  in  their  wages  to  45 
cents  per  hour.  The  carpenters  demand  35 
cents  per  hour,  and  a  number  of  the  firms 
have  agreed  to  give  them  the  advance.  The 
painters  after  a  short  strike  secured  35  cents 
per  hour,  those  employed  on  the  King 
Edward  hotel  receive  40  cents.  The 
plasterers,  who  demanded  45  cents  per  hour, 
have  compromised  for  43  cents,  and  plasterers' 
labourers  have  secured  an  increase  which 
gives  them  30  cents  per  hour.  A  number 
of  plasterers  have  gone  to  find  employment 
at  St.  Louis. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Conditions  as  to  these  trades  have  been 
fully  indicated  in  the  foregoing  remarks  as 
to  manufacturing  industries.  There  is  gen- 
eral activity  in  all  these  lines.  The  core- 
workers,  to  the  number  of  about  100,  have 
affiliated  with  the  Iron  Moulders'  Union. 
The  difficulty  between  the  electrical  workers 
and  the  plumbers,  over  which  had  the  right 
to  do  conduit  work,  has  been  decided  by  the 
executive  of  the  American  Federation  of 
Labour  in  favour  of  the  electrical  workers. 
The  ornamental  iron  workers  have  organ- 
ized  a  union.  Jewellers  and  silversmiths 
are  busy,  some  establishments  working  over- 
time. 

Wood-working  and  furnishing  trades. — 
These  trades  are  all  well  employed.  Cabinet 
workers  have  latterly  been  strengthening 
their  union,  and  have  formulated  a  demand 
for  a  minimum  wage  of  30  cents  per  hour 
with  a  nine-hour  day.  At  present  they 
receive  wages  ranging  from  25  cents  to  271 
cents  per  hour  and  work  ten  hours.  The 
carriage  workers  are  actively  discussing  the 
wage  question  and  want  to  arrange  a  gen- 
eral wage  scale,  equalizing  rates  in  all  the 
shops.  The  picture-frame  workers  have 
secured  an  advance  of  about  25  per  cent  on 
day  work  and  further  increases  on  piece- 
work.    The  men  have  been  classified  into 


two  grades,  all  who  have  worked  over  three 
years  being  classed  as  first-class  men,  and  all 
others  as  second-class  men.  Under  the  new 
scale  the  men  will  receive  an  average  of  from 
$2.25  to  $2.50  per  day.  The  strike  at  the 
establishment  of  Matthew  Bros,  was  settled 
satisfactorily  on  the  27th. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Business  is 
fair,  but  quite  a  number  of  printers  are  look- 
ing for  work.  Electrotypers  are  well  em- 
ployed. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
busy.  Garment  workers  in  ordinary  times 
consider  the  present  a  slack  season,  but  both 
last  year  and  this  work  has  continued 
plentiful.  It  seems  as  though  with  the  con- 
centration of  trade  in  Toronto,  it  was  get-  \ 
ting  on  a  steadier  basis,  and  subject  to  fewer 
fluctuations  than  in  the  past.  Hat  and  cap 
makers,  another  branch  of  labour  which  has 
been  greatly  extended  here  of  late,  also  find 
plenty  of  employment,  and  the  same  may  be 
said  of  boot  and  shoe  makers. 

Leather  trades. — The  strike  of  leather 
workers  on  horse  goods,  for  increased  wages 
was  settled  on  the  5th  instant,  so  far  as  the 
establishment  of  T.  Woodbridge,  Toronto, 
was  concerned,  by  an  agreement  giving  the 
men  an  all-round  rate  of  S9  per  week.  The 
strike  is  still  on  elsewhere. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers     are    discussing  I 
the  question  of  the  closing  of  barber  shops; 
on  public  holidays,  except  when  they  happen 
to  fall  on  Saturday  or  Monday.      The  busy! 
season  for  laundry  workers  has  set  in,   and 
all  are  actively  employed.      Furriers   ha\e 
had  a  prosperous  month,  with  excellent  ] 
pects  as  business  is  rushing  ;  the  union  has| 
largely  increased  its  membersliip.     Concret 
pavers  are  asking  for  additional  5  cents 
hour,  they  are  divided  into  three  classes  wh< 
receive  respectively  :     20,    25  and  30  cent 
per  hour. 

Transportation. — Railway    employ i    - 
all  branches  are  very  busy,  except  so  far 
delay  is  occasioned  by  the  want  of  facilitie 
for  the  delivery  <»t'  freight.      The  teams- 
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about  30  in  number,  who  belong  to  the 
Knights  of  Labour,  have  joined  local  425  of 
the  International  Union,  which  has  now  a 
membership  of  275.  The  marine  firemen 
are  perfecting  their  union,  which  has  now  a 
membership  of  93. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  motormen  and 
conductors  of  the  Toronto  Suburban  Rail- 
way, running  between  the  Junction  and 
Weston  and  Lambton,  after  being  out  on 
strike  for  one  day  secured  an  increase  of  pay 
from  $35  to  #40  per  month.  The  Brick 
Makers'  Union  has  demanded  an  increase 
of  wages  from  May  1,  which  will  give  day 
labourers  $2  instead  of  $1.50  per  day,  and 
considerable  increases  on  piece-work.  Car- 
penters are  asking  an  increase  to  35  cents 
per  hour,  and  builders  have  so  far  refused 
to  grant  it. 

The  manufacture  of  carved  woodenware 
is'  to  be  commenced  by  the  Canada  Carving- 
Co.,  in  the  old  Wagner  factory. 

HAMILTON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  Landers,  Correspondent,  reports  as 

follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  of  all  classes  is  fully  employed. 
Civic  and  other  construction  work  is  already 
under  way,  giving  employment  to  all  who 
desire  to  accept  it.  Industrial  activity  is 
constantly  increasing  owing  to  new  and  en- 
larged industries.  The  iron  and  building 
trades  are  perhaps  about  the  busiest.  Com- 
mercial and  financial  interests  are  very 
active.  Shipping  by  water  has  again  begun. 
Wholesale  and  retail  trades  are  very  good  in 
most  branches.  There  are  general  increases 
in  wages  in  a  great  many  different  classes  of 
labour,  both  skilled  and  unskilled.  There 
has  been  considerable  unrest  in  the  local 
labour  market,  but  this  was,  for  the  most 
part,  of    little  importance  as  to  duration, 


with  the  exception  of  the  leather  workers 
on  horse  goods,  who  are  still  out.  During 
the  month  the  Hamilton  and  Montreal 
Navigation  Company,  Limited,  with  a  capi- 
tal of  $75,000,  has  been  incorporated.  The 
Hamilton  Dustless  House  Cleaning  Co.,  has 
been  incorporated  with  a  capital  of  $12,000. 
The  objects  of  the  company  are :  "To 
acquire,  by  purchase,  license  or  otherwise* 
patents  or  an  interest  in  patents  for  certain 
appliances  for  removing  dust  or  cleaning  by 
the  operation  of  compressed  air  and  to 
operate  such  patents,  and  to  carry  on  a 
house-cleaning  and  renovating  business." 
There  was  a  serious  fire  at  the  factory  and 
warehouse  of  Messrs  Fraser  &  Johnson,  har- 
ness and  saddlery  dealers,  entailing  a  loss  of 
about  $10,000.  The  loss  on  the  civic 
fuel  yard  business,  conducted  during  the 
recent  coal  strike,  was  $1,000. 

GONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  and  fruit  farmers  are 
again  very  active  and  employing  a  number 
of  men. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Co.  has  com- 
pleted the  double  tracking  between  Hamil- 
ton and  St.  Catharines. 

The  Deering  Harvesting  Co.  has  let  con- 
tracts for  three  new  buildings  and  three  ex- 
tensions, the  total  cost  being  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  $250,000.-  The  new  buildings 
to  be  erected  are  a  warehouse,  knife  and  bar 
building  and  paint  building.  Those  to 
which  extensions  are  to  be  added  are  a 
forge  shop,  gray  iron  foundry  and  wood- 
working shop.  The  warehouse  is  to  be 
of  brick,  five  stories,  and  it  will  be  400 
feet  by  1 20  feet.  The  wood-working  shop  is 
to  be  200  feet  longer  than  at  present,  and 
the  extension  to  the  forge  building  is  to  be 
360  feet  and  it  is  to  be  of  steel  and  brick.  The 
gray  iron  foundry  extension  will  be  a  brick 
and  steel  structure,  and  the  addition  is  to  be 
200  feet.  It  will  have  a  wing  for  the  core 
room,  150  feet  by  35  feet,  and  this  will  be 
of  brick  and  steel. 
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CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Although  slightly  dis- 
turbed by  requests  for  advanced  wages,  these 
trades  have  in  no  wise  been  retarded,  and 
all  engaged  in  the  various  branches  are  well 
employed.  Bricklayers  and  masons,  car- 
penters and  joiners  are  active.  The  carpen- 
ters are  receiving  30  cents  an  hour.  Painters 
and  decorators  are  very  busy,  plumbers  are 
also  well  employed,  the  minimum  wage  is  25 
cents  an  hour.  Builders'  labourers  are  very 
busy,  those  belonging  to  the  Builders' 
Labourers'  Union  are  asking  for  an  increase 
in  wages  to  take  effect  on  May  1. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Jron  moulders  are  fairly  busy  in  stove  and 
machinery  moulding  ;  the  demand  for  a  10 
per  cent  increase  has  not  been  further 
pressed.  Machinists  are  fairly  busy,  slight 
increases  have  been  made  in  some  shops.  In 
one  shop  a  request  for  night  work  caused 
some  friction,  which  is  not  yet  settled. 
Steam  engineers  and  electrical  workers  are 
comparatively  busy.  Brass  workers  are 
fairly  well  employed,  and  have  formed  a 
union.  Stove-mounters  and  blacksmiths  are 
satisfactorily  employed.  Structural  iron 
workers  are  very  busy.  Sheet  metal  workers 
are  active,  and  have  received  an  increase  in 
wages  averaging  about  12  per  cent.  Horse- 
shoers  and  jewellers  are  well  employed. 

Woodworking  trades. — All  of  the  wood- 
working trades  are  fairly  well  employed,  in- 
cluding patternmakers  and  coopers.  Some 
of  the  cabinet  workers  have  received  an 
increase  and  an  agreement  for  a  year. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades  in  the  city  are  very  busy,  with  book- 
binders fairly  well  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  and 
garment  workers  are  also  very  busy  at 
present.  An  independent  local  union  has 
been  formed  among  the  tailor  operatives. 
The  longstanding  hatters'  trouble  has  been 
settled  and  the  strike  declared  off,  the  basis 
of  settlement    has    been   that  the  shop  in 


question,  which  was  formerly  a  strictly  union 
shop,  is  now  an  open  one.  Boot  and  shoe 
workers  are  fairly  busy.  The  operators  at 
the  McPherson  factory  have  asked  for  an 
average  increase  of  10  per  cent  in  wages. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  are  very  busy,  and  cigar  manufac- 
turers are  making  large  shipments.  Tobacco 
workers  are  well  employed,  and  have  received 
a  voluntary  inciease  in  wages. 

Leather  trades. — The  strike  among  the 
leather  workers  is  still  on,  and  a  few  of  the 
men  have  secured  work  elsewhere. 

Transport.- — All  railway  employees,  both 
steam  and  electric,  are  fairly  busy.  On  the 
Hamilton,  Crimsby  and  Beamsville  Electric 
Railway  the  motormen  are  receiving  13 
cents  an  hour,  and  asked  an  increase  to  15 
cents,  but  were  refused  ;  they  do  not  belong 
to  the  union.  Longshoremen  are  busily 
employed,  the  increase  recently  asked  for 
was  granted.  Coal  teamsters  struck  for  a 
raise  in  wages  from  $7.50  to  $8  and  received 
the  same.  The  men  were  not  organized. 
Employees  in  three  departments  of  the 
G.  T.  R.  are  demanding  more  pay.  The 
freight-handlers  and  baggagemen,  who  were 
organized  last  winter,  want  1 5  cents  an  hour. 
Until  a  short  time  ago  they  got  11  cents. 
The  freight-handlers  on  the  G.  T.  R.,  C.  P.  R. 
and  T.  H.  &  B.  Railways  are  all  in  the  same 
organization,  and  all  are  asking  for  the  same 
rate.  The  companies  have  offered  them  a 
small  increase,  which  has  been  refused. 
Negotiations  are  still  on.  A  committee 
representing  the  trackmen  of  the  G.  T.  R.  is 
in  Montreal,  seeking  an  interview  with 
General  Manager  Hays.  The  local  men  say 
that  they  have  other  grievances  besides  the 
pay.  The  telegraph  operators  of  the 
G.  T.  R.  have  also  made  demands  for  more 
pay. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Dundas. — Labour  oenerallv  is  well  em- 
ployed.  Bertram  &  Sons'  machinery  and 
tool  works  desire  a  number  of  skilled  hands. 
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Houses  for  working-people  are  rather  scarce 
and  rents  are  going  up.  The  by-law  sub- 
mitted for  the  loan  of  $15,000  to  the  Pen- 
nington manufacturing  company  was  carried 
by  the  ratepayers,  and  operations  will  soon 
begin.  Woodworking,  garment-making, 
machinery  and  other  trades  are  all  well 
employed. 

St.  Catharines. — All  trades  are  fairly  busy 
and  workmen,  generally,  well  employed. 
The  Municipality  has  received  an  additional 
offer  of  $5,000  from  Andrew  Carnegie, 
making  a  total  received  of  $25,000.  The 
Whitman  &  Barnes  Manufacturing  Co.  is 
putting  in  a  number  of  new  machines  of 
modern  pattern.  This  company  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  reaping  and  mowing 
knives,  knife  sections  and  hardware  special- 
ties. 

Grimsby.- — Nursery  employees  asked  for 
an  increase  of  from  $1.25  to  $1.40  per  day. 
A  compromise  was  reached  and  the  em- 
ployees continued  to  work. 

Wetland. — -The  Police  Magistrate  fined 
several  men  whose  cases  had  been  previously 
postponed,  $1.00,  for  violation  of  the  '  Lord's 
Day  Act '  by  cutting  ice  on  Sunday. 

Beamsville. — The  strike  among  the  stone- 
cutters at  the  Beamsville  quarries  is  not  yet 
entirely  settled.  It  is  stated  that  labourers 
get  $1.75  per  day,  and  stonecutters  $3.00, 
working  all  the  year  round.  Some  of  the 
men  have  left  town  and  secured  situations 
elsewhere. 

Tliorold. — The  erection  of  the  large  brick 
premises  and  plant  of  the  Montrose  Paper 
Co.  at  Thorold,  is  nearly  completed,  and 
the  company  expects  to  commence  mak- 
ing bond,  ledger  and  letter  paper  about 
the  first  of  June  this  year.  The  factory  has 
a  floor  space  of  about  37,000  square  feet, 
and  power  is  to  be  obtained  from  the  Wel- 
land Canal.  This  is  a  new  company  capital- 
ized at  $125,000. 

Niagara  Falls. — The  Niagara  Machine 
and  Foundry  Co.,  of  Niagara  Falls,  Ont.,,  is 


asking  leave  to  increase  its  capital  from 
$10,000  to  $45,000.  This  firm  started  about 
a  year  ago  making  heavy  iron  machines  and 
castings,  such  as  are  used  by  the  power  com- 
panies in  the  development  of  electric  energy 
at  Niagara  Falls,  and  the  demand  for  its 
output  has  increased  so  greatly  that  it  has 
to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  works  to  fill 
the  contracts  already  in  hand. 

BRANTFORD,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Watt,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  generally  has  been  well  employed 
during  April.  The  demand  for  men  has 
been  greater  than  during  March  or  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year.  Building 
operations  exceed  the  expectations  of  several 
months  ago,  and  work,  at  even  this  early 
date,  is  being  held  back  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  of  labour,  principally  unskilled.  In 
the  fron  trade  the  activity  which  prevailed 
last  month  continues,  overtime  being  worked 
in  many  of  the  factories.  In  the  woollen 
mills  new  and  improved  machinery  has  been 
installed,  and  some  have  been  working  over- 
time. The  Waterous  Engine  Works  Co. 
has  granted  to  its  machinist  apprentices  an 
increase  of  wages  as  follows  : — 40  cents  per 
day  the  first  year ;  second  year,  50  cents  ; 
third  year,  60  cents ;  fourth  year,  80  cents. 
The  following  was  the  old  scale :  first  year, 
40  cents  ;  second  year,  45  cents  ;  third  year, 
52 J  cents  ;  fourth  year,  63  cents.  Harmony 
between  empk^ers  and  employees  has  con- 
tinued throughout  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Fanners  have  been  busy  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  month.  Upon  the  high  lands 
considerable  work  has  been  done,  such  as 
ploughing  and  seeding.  Farm  labourers  con- 
tinue scarce. 

Work  on  the  Grand  Valley  Electric  Rail- 
way is  being  pushed  to  completion.     The 
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company  announces  that  cars  will  commence 
running  between  Brantford  and  Paris  by 
the  10th  of  May.  Extensive  operations 
necessary  to  place  Brantford  on  the  main 
line  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  were 
resumed  early  in  the  month. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons, 
carpenters  and  joiners  have  been  fully  em- 
ployed. Lathers  and  plasterers  have  had 
a  good  month,  considering  the  season  is 
early  as  yet.  Painters,  decorators  and  paper- 
hangers  are  rushed  with   work.      Plumbers 

have  had  a  good  month,  and  builders'  la- 
bourers have  been  fully  occupied. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Iron  and  brass  moulders  have  had  plenty 
of  work  ;  the  former  are  in  demand.  All 
local  coremakers,  machinists  and  steam  en- 
gineers are  working  steadily,  and  man}7  have 
been  working  overtime.  More  first-class 
machinists  are  wanted.  Linemen,  metal 
polishers,  buffers  and  platers  report  having 
steady  employment.  Machinery  and  general 
blacksmiths,  boiler-makers,  bicycle  workers 
and  horseshoers  have  had  a  full  and  very 
active  month. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  have  been  work- 
ins:  overtime.  Pattern-makers  and  mill- 
wrights  are  very  busy.  Coopers  report  a 
satisfactory  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — All  local 
printers  and  pressmen  have  had  steady  em- 
ployment. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  have  had 
a  very  active  month,  some  working  over- 
time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  find  trade  brisk,  and 
butchers  have  had  an  average  month.  Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  report  having 
steady  employment  for  all  local  workers. 

Leather  trades. — Leather  workers  and 
saddlers  report  a  brisk  spring  trade. 


Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,  steno- 
graphers and  delivery  employees  have  been 
fully  employed.  Hotel,  restaurant  em- 
ployees and  laundry  workers  report  a  satis- 
factory month  ;  the  former  are  in  demand. 

Transport. — Some    freight-handlers  havel 
been  working  overtime.     Street  railway  em- 
ployees   have    had    a    full    month's    work. 
Teamsters,  carters  and  draymen  report  hav- 
ing steady  employment.     Hackmen  and  cabl 
drivers  have  been  satisfactorily  employed. 

Unskilled  labour.— This    class    of    labourl 
finds    ready   employment,    and   is    hard    to 
secure,    even   at   wages    higher    than    ever| 
offered  here. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

At  Paris  local  industries  have  been  run-| 
ning  full  time.     The  new  plough  factory  I 
running  with  full  force.     The   chief  needs,! 
at  the  present  time,  are  for  more  labourersj 
and  dwelling  houses. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  0.  E.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKETJ 

Compared  with  the  preceding  month,  con-] 
ditions  are  about  the  same,  the  healthy  stal 
of  the  labour  market,  from  a  working-man's 
standpoint,  being  maintained.  All  classes  of 
labour  are  well  employed,  and  there  is 
noticeable  scarcity  of  men  in  the  unskillec 
callings.  Employers  in  the  ironworkii 
trades  state  that  they  have  employment 
about  50  men.  The  building  trades  are  noi 
well  started  on  what  may  be  the  best  seas( 
experienced  for  years,  but  there  are  probabh 
enough  men  here  to  do  the  work.  Business 
in  all  lines  of  retail  trade  has  improved  witl 
the  advance  of  spring.  The  city  has 
advertising  for  tenders  for  the  const ructioi 
of  the  sewerage  disposal  works,  and  for  about 
three  miles  of  sewers,  but  the  contracts  have 
not  yet  been  let.     The  close  of   the   regul 
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session  of  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College 
had  meant  the  dispersal  of  about  200  regu- 
lar students,  in  addition  to  those  taking 
special  courses.  Barbers  have  been  granted 
a  minimum  rate  of  $10  a  week,  from  a 
former  general  rate  of  from  $7  to  $  10  a  week. 
The  price  of  hair-cutting  was  also  raised 
from  15  cents  to  20  cents,  to  take  effect  on 
[ay  1. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have   their   seeding   well   under 
ay,  but  complain  of  a  scarcity  of  help. 

Manufacturing  in  all  lines  is  in  a  healthy 

ondition.     A  new   stove   foundry   recently 

ent  a  large  shipment  of  stoves  to  Winnipeg. 

The  company  has  secured  the  old  Woody att 

property  and  will  shortly  double  its  present 

staff. 

The  proposed  extension  of  the  street  rail- 
way system  to  Puslinch  and  Hespeler,  for 
which  a  by-law  approving  of  the  city  taking 
preference  stock  to  the  amount  of  $25,000, 
was  recently  passed  by  a  vote  of  the  property 
owners,  has  fallen  through. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

JJuilding  trades. — All  employed  in  these 
trades  expect  the  coming  season  to  be  the 
best  in  years,  but  there  are  probably  suffi- 
cient men  now  for  the  work  in  hand.  Brick- 
layers and  stonemasons  are  all  steadily  em- 
ployed, and  a  number  of  new  men  have 
lately  been  taken  on.  Carpenters  and  join- 
ers have  had  a  fair  month.  The  strike 
reported  as  starting  on  March  2  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  rate  to  25  cents  an  hour  has 
not  been  declared  off,  but  all  the  men  are 
either  employed  by  firms  who  have  granted 
increases  or  are  working  for  themselves. 
Stonecutters  have  been  only  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. Builders'  labourers  are  all  employed, 
with  prospects  of  a  scarcity  of  men. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 

-Iron  moulders  have  had  a  good  month. 

Machinists  and  their  helpers  are  all  steadily 


employed.  Sheet  metal  workers  have  had  a 
very  busy  month.  These  trades  are  affected 
by  the  Cream  Separator  industry,  which  is 
brisk  at  present.  There  has  also  been  con- 
siderable moving  around  of  the  men  in  these 
lines,  with  a  tendency  to  higher  wages  for 
some  jobs. 

Woodivorkiny  and  furnishing  trades, — 
Woodworkers  are  steadily  employed,  with 
the  exception  of  those  in  one  shop  where 
there  has  been  a  shut  down  for  a  portion  of 
the  month.  Upholsterers  are  very  busy. 
The  new  scale  reported  last  month  should 
read,  an  increase  of  25  cents  a  day  to  day 
workers,  instead  of  an  increase  of  25  per 
cent  to  dav  workers.  Carriage  and  wao'on- 
workers  are  very  busy  with  spring  work. 
Piano  and  organ  workers  have  all  been 
steadily  employed  during  the  month.  Coop- 
ers are  fairly  well  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  have 
not  been  as  busy  as  last  month,  but  all  find 
steady  employment. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port a  good  season's  trade.  Dressmakers 
and  milliners  have,  also,  been  very  busy  with 
the  advance  of  spring.  Women's  skirtmakers 
have  been  well  employed  and  there  is  a 
demand  for  help  in  this  line. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  have  had  a  fair  month. 

Miscellaneous.— Barbers  have  been  granted 
a  new  minimum  scale  of  f  10  per  week ;  the 
former  rate  was  $7  to  $10.  The  price  of 
hair  cutting  goes  up  on  the  1st  of  May 
from  15  to  20  cents. 

Transport. — Teamsters  and  drivers  are  all 
very  well  employed  with  a  good  demand. 
There  have  been  many  changes  in  this  line  of 
employment  with  a  tendency  to  higher  rates 
of  pay. 

Unskilled  labour. — All  classes  of  unskilled 
labour  have  been  well  employed,  with  a  good 
demand.  The  new  sewer  contracts,  about 
to  be  let,   will   provide   considerable  work. 


848 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


May,  1903 


The  rate  spoken  of,  as  about  to  be  asked,  is 
IS  cents  an  hour  with  a  10  hour  day.  The 
corporation  rate  is  15  cents  an  hour  with  a 
9  hour  day. 

STRATFORD,  ONT.,  AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.     W.    H.     Wesibrook,    Correspondent 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET* 

The  labour  market  has  continued  active 
during  the  month  of  April,  all  departments 
of  trade  being  kept  busy.  The  building 
trade  was  exceptionally  so,  and  a  demand 
was  noted  for  bricklayers,  masons  and  car- 
penters, while  most  of  the  factories  and 
machine  shops  can  find  employment  for  all 
skilled  and  unskilled  labour  offering.  A 
new  clothing  factory  has  been  established 
during  the  month,  giving  employment  to 
about  15  hands,  which  number  will  shortly 
be  greatly  increased.  Business  men  agree 
that  this  season  promises  to  be  one  of  the 
best  ever  experienced.  The  new  biscuit  fac- 
tory will  soon  be  completed,  when  a  large 
number  of  girls  will  be  required,  as  well  as 
skilled  male  help.  The  painters  in  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  shops  have  been  given 
an  increase  in  wages,  all  round.  The 
apprentices,  numbering  upwards  of  100,  have 
also  been  granted  an  increase,  amounting  to 
about  20  per  cent.  No  labour  troubles,  in 
the  way  of  strikes  or  lockouts,  have  taken 
place  during  the  month,  and  there  is  every 
prospect  of  all  differences,  likely  to  occur 
this  season  being  amicably  settled. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

All  farmers,  interviewed  are  most  opti- 
mistic regarding  the  prospects  for  the  com- 
ing season's  operations.  Good  prices  are 
easily  obtainable  for  all  their  produce,  and 
the  only  complaint  heard  is  in  regard  to  the 
continued  scarcity  of  suitable  help. 

The  factories  have  orders  ahead  sufficient 
to  insure  a  most  prosperous  year's  business. 


The  New  Globe  Werniche  furniture  factory 
is  completed,  and  the  firm  is  continually 
adding  new  machinery,  also  engaging  men 
as  fast  as  competent  ones  can  be  secured. 
The  Grand  Trunk  shops  have  the  largest 
number  of  men  now  employed  that  they 
ever  had  since  the  establishment  of  the  shops. 
The  local  flour  mills  continue  to  be  rushed 
with  work.  In  fact,  all  factories  may  be  re- 
ported as  being  well  supplied  with  work, 
and  no  labour  famine  can  be  said  to  exist 
in  this  locality,  though  the  higher  wages 
offered  in  the  larger  cities  have  the  effect  of 
taking  away  a  considerable  number  of  the 
younger  men  from  this  district. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
are  in  demand  ;  wages  for  first-class  men  are 
30  cents  per  hour.  Carpenters  are,  also, 
very  busy,  wages  average  about  1 8  cents  per 
hour.  Painters  and  paperhangers  report 
prospects  bright,  with  men  in  demand  ;  the 
rates  paid  are  20  cents  an  hour.  Plumbers 
report  business  good.  Builders'  labourers 
are  all  employed  at  about  14  to  15  cents  an 
hour,  60  hours  constituting  a  week. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
fades. —  All  the  metal  trades  are  quite  busy, 
with  moulders  scarce.  Machinists  are  all 
well  employed  at  wages  varying  from  81.75 
to  8*2.30  per  day  of  10  hours,  Blacksmiths, 
both  machinery  and  carriage,  are  busy,  and 
the  same  may  be  said  of  boilermakers. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
All  employed  in  the  various  woodworking 
factories  are  exceptionally  busy.  Good 
machine  men,  especially,  can  find  plenty  of 
employment.  A  demand  for  boys  to  learn 
the  furniture-making  business  has  also  been 
noted  during  the  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades — The  print- 
ing business  continues  prosperous,  and  there 
is  a  slight  demand  for  men. 

Clothing  trades — This  trade   is   becomin 
a  most  important   industry  here  ;  the  three 
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establishments  are  rushed  with  work,  and 
would  welcome  additional  help.  Journey- 
men tailors  are  in  the  middle  of  their  spring 
work,  and  all  report  business  to  be  of  the 
best,  many  being  unable  to  take  orders  re- 
quiring immediate  filling. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — -Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  all  kept  busy.  Butch- 
ers are  well  pleased  with  their  month's  busi- 
ness. Cigarmakers  continue  to  be  well  em- 
ployed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  all  employed 
and  kept  busy.  Clerks,  while  complaining 
of  long  hours,  are  busy. 

Transport. — All  the  men  employed  in  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  traffic  department 
continue  to  be  rushed  with  work,  spare  men 
all  making  a  full  month's  wages.  Cab 
drivers  and  draymen  are  very  busy. 

Unskilled  labour  is  scarce. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Woodstock. — All  the  factories  continue  to 
be  rushed  with  work.  The  Karn  Organ 
Company  has  booked  an  order  for  the  largest 
pipe  organ  ever  made  in  Canada.  Boiler- 
makers are  reported  in  demand  ;  one  firm 
jhas  been  forced  to  refuse  an  order  for  four 
large  boilers  in  one  week,  not  being  able  to 
secure  the  necessary  help.  Harness-makers 
ire  also  in  demand.  The  Bain  Wagon  Com. 
)any  is  making  a  $10,000  addition  to  its 
factory. 

St.  Marys. — A  bylaw  was  recently  carried 
)y  the  ratepayers  to  raise  $20,000  for  road 
mprovements,   repairs    to   waterworks   and 
[tension  of  the  lighting  system. 

LONDON,  ONT.,   AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Alex.  Woonton,  Correspondent,  report8 
is  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  opening  of  spring  has  caused  consider- 

ible  activity  along  the  lines  that  depend  on 

lummer  weather.     A  number  of  new  build- 
3 


ings   and  factories  have  been  commenced. 
Excavating  work    at  the  new    armoury  is 
finished,  a  large  amount  of  stone  has  arrived, 
and   actual  building  operations    have  com- 
menced.    A  force  of  men  and  teams  has  been 
at  work  cleaning  up  the  streets,  which  was 
done  by  contract  this  year  for  the  first  time. 
The  question  of  wages  has  caused  considerable 
anxiety,  but  in  nearly  every  case  the  differ, 
ences  were  settled  without  recourse  to  strikes. 
The  builders'   labourers   on   the   1st    April 
went  out  on  strike  for  an  increase  of  wages 
from  20  to  22 \  cents  per  hour ;  several  firms 
have  signed  the  new  scale,   but  there  still 
remains  eight  firms  (members  of  the  Builders, 
supply  Company)  who  refuse  to  sign.     The 
boilermakers  and  their  helpers,  employed  by 
E.  Leonard  &  Sons,  went  out  on  strike,  the 
boilermakers  for  an  increase  of  wages  for 
those  paid   under  $2.25   per  day,  to  $2.25  ; 
and  those  receiving  $2.25   and  over  an  in- 
crease  of    10   per    cent,    and  boilermakers' 
helpers  to  $1.50  per  day.     The   strike   was 
settled  by  the  boilermakers  receiving  $2.20 
per  day  and  upwards,  being  granted  an  in- 
crease of    10   per  cent,   and  helpers  having 
their  wages  increased  from  $1.15  and  $1.25 
to  $1.30  and  $1.40  per  day.     Bricklayers 
have  received  an  increase  from  37  \  to  40 
cents  per  hour,  and  carpenters  an  increase 
of  10  per  cent.     Lathers    an  increase    from 
12 \  to   15   cents   per  bundle,  and  painters 
from  22  to  25  cents  per  hour  with  Saturday 
afternoon  off.     Plumbers    are  to  receive    a 
minimum  of  25  cents  per  hour,  graded  up  to 
30  cents.     Machinists  at  Leonard's  received 
7  J    per  cent  increase  on  the   1st  of  April, 
and  a  further  increase  will  be  granted  on 
July  15,  and  no  overtime  to  be  worked. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

» 

The  farmers  in  this  district  are  busy  with 
their  spring  seeding,  and  report  a  scarcity  of 
farm  help,  caused  by  the  exodus  of  the  young 
men  to  the  North-west. 

The  London  and  South  Western  Traction 
Co.,  is  again  at  work  constructing  the  line 
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from  London  tc  Lambeth,  and  have  a  number 
of  men  and  teams  employed. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
are  finding  plenty  of  employment,  and  are 
expecting  another  good  season.  Carpenters 
are  in  demand.  Lathers  are  not  doing  much 
yet,  as  the  houses  are  not  far  enough  advanced 
for  them.  Painters  are  extra  busy,  mostly 
on  spring  jobbing  and  house  cleaning  work. 
Plumbers  report  considerable  activity  in  their 
line.  A  large  number  of  stonecutters  are 
engaged  on  the  new  armonry,  and  already  a 
demand  is  being  felt  for  them.  A  number 
of  builders'  labourers  are  not  working  on 
account  of  their  strike. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Moulders  are  all  working  steadily, 
and  several  have  left  to  work  in  a  new 
foundry  at  Wingham.  Machinists  are  very 
scarce.  Metal  polishers  and  stove  mounters 
are  rushed.  The  blacksmiths  at  Leonard 
&  Sons  received  an  increase  from  5  to  10 
cents  a  day.  Boilermakers  are  exceptionally 
busy,  and  are  in  demand. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  Trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  report  trade  as 
good,  and  a  large  amount  of  goods  being 
shipped  to  the  North-west.  Car  builders  are 
not  as  busy  as  during  the  winter,  but  coopers 
are  very  well  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  the  print- 
ing trades  business  has  continued  fair,  and 
no  idle  printers  are  in  the  city.  Work  has 
commenced  on  the  new  printing  and  litho- 
graph establishment  being  built  for  Messrs. 
Lawson  &  Jones. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
very  busy  at  present,  and  are  working  over- 
time. Garment  workers  have  slackened  off 
somewhat.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  report 
work  fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Consider- 
able anxiety  has  been  experienced  in  the 
eio-ar-making  trade  during  the  month,  caused 


by  a  demand  made  by  the  International  for 
a  minimum  rate  of  $7  per  thousand  on  5  cent 
goods,  to  take  effect  all  over  the  country  on 
the  1st  of  April,  which  is  an  increase  of  $1 
per  thousand  in  this  city.  The  majority  of 
the  shops  granted  the  increase,  but  one  label 
shop  refused  and  discontinued  the  use  of  the 
label.  A  new  scale  of  prices  for  the  better 
class  of  cigars  is  under  consideration  bv  the 
union.  The  trade  is  a  little  slack,  and  will 
be  so  until  the  first  day  of  May,  when  the 
hotel  licenses  are  issued,  and  the  hotelkeepers 
get  in  their  stock. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Broom-makers  report 
trade  as  good. 

Transport. — Street  railway  employees  have 
received  an  increase  from  15 J  to  16  cents 
per  hour.  This  is  not  final ;  a  further  increase 
is  expected. 

ST.  THOMAS,    ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  general  healthy  condition  of  indus- 
try continues  unchanged  and  labour  is  in 
good  demand.  The  commencement  of  out. 
door  work  on  an  extensive  scale  is  affording! 
employment  to  all  available  unskilled  work, 
ers.  The  Street  Railway  is  making  exten- 
sive repairs  to  its  road-bed  and  equipment, 
and  improvements  are  also  being  made  on 
the  recently  acquired  municipal  park.  The 
works  constitute  a  large  addition  to  the 
gular  amount  of  public  work.  Transport 
tion  continues  very  active,  and  retail  busi- 
ness is  firm.  A  noticeable  feature  durii 
the  month  has  been  the  upward  tendency 
of  wages.  The  Street  Railway  employees'! 
wages  have  been  fixed  by  the  city  council  at 
{he  following  rates  : — Conductors  and  motor- 
men  for  first  six  months,  1 2 \  cents  per  hour 
second  six  months,  13  cents;  third  six  months; 
14  cents;  and  after  two  years,  15  cents  pei 
hour;  foremen  of  car  barns   16^  cents  per 
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hour.  Service  with  the  former  Street  Car 
Company  to  be  counted  in  conjunction  with 
service  for  the  city.  The  former  rate  was 
12^  cents  per  hour  all  round.  The  M.C. In- 
voluntarily raised  the  wages  of  all  men  in 
the  mechanical  department  on  April  15th 
on  a  basis  of  10  per  cent  increase,  averaging 
from  1  to  2  cents  increase  per  hour  more 
pay.  Some  exceptional  cases  of  considered 
merit  were  raised  more.  The  Bricklayers 
Union  have  agreed  to  compromise  with  the 
employers  and  will  receive  a  raise  from  33 
to  36  cents  per  hour  after  May  1st. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  agricultural  industry  gives  promise  of 
a  prosperous  year.  Farm  labourers  are  scarce 
and  higher  wages  prevail  in  consequence, 
but  prices  for  stock  and  produce  continue 
firm. 

Manufacturers  report  continued  favour- 
able conditions  with  heavy  demand  for  their 
output.  The  scarcity  of  ironworkers  has 
caused  an  increase  in  the  rates  of  wages 
averaging  about  10  per  cent.  The  em- 
ployers state  that  ample  help  can  be  obtain- 
ed on  a  basis  of  competitive  rates. 

Railway  construction  is  active.  The  out- 
put of  the  local  locomotive  and  car  shops  is 
reported  to  be  increased  in  volume,  without 
any  increase  in  the  number  of  workmen  em- 
ployed, as  a  result  of  progressive  systematiz- 
ing in  method  of  shop  management. 

The  local  broom,  brush  and  woodware 
factory  reports  being  seriously  handicapped 
on  account  of  being  unable  to  secure  suf- 
ficient skilled  workers.  An  effort  has  been 
made  to  import  labour,  but  the  current  rate 
of  wages  was  not  sufficient  inducement  to. 
draw  workmen  from  abroad.  An  effort, 
also,  is  being  made  to  train  unskilled  work- 
ers, but  the  latter  method  is  unsatisfactory 
:to  the  workers  who  complain  that  the  piece, 
work  price  does  not  afford  the  untrained  and 
'slow  operator  sufficient  remuneration  while 
learning  the  trade,  in  consequence  of  which 
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they   get   discouraged  and  seek  other  and 
more  remunerative  employment. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades.  —  Building  operations 
have  fairly  commenced.  Carpenters  are 
more  busy  than  other  branches  of  the  trade 
as  a  result  of  much  repair  work.  Brick- 
layers are  fully  employed,  and  painters  and 
decorators  are  very  busy.  The  advance  in 
price  of  building  material  is  causing  some 
hesitancy  on  the  part  of  prospectors,  but  the 
outlook  is  considered  fair  for  a  good  season. 

Metal.,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
—Iron  moulders,  machinists,  boilermakers, 
blacksmiths  and  sheet  metalworkers  are  busy, 
and  in  good  demand. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
For  woodworkers  and  car  builders  conditions 
continue  unchanged,  all  being  steadily  em- 
ployed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  find 
work  steady  with  conditions  unchanged. 
There  exists  a  good  demand  for  all  lines  of 
job  work. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port a  steady  trade. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  butchers  and  cigarmakers 
report  trade  as  being  steady. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  makers, 
and  woodwork  machine  hands  are  in  demand 
at  the  local  factory. 

CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AXD  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  generally  has  been  better  employed 
during  this  month  than  last,  and  there  were 
no  men  idle  who  wished  to  work.  A  scarcity 
of  men  is  reported  in  almost  all  branches  of 
trade.  Painters  and  paperhangers  are  ex- 
ceptionally busy,  there  being  insufficient  men 
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to  meet  the  requirements   of  these  trades.  Woodworking   and  furnishing    trades. — 

The    same    may  be   said   of  the  metal  and  Carriage  and  wagon-makers,  pattern-makers 

engineering  trades.     The  completion  of  the  and  coopers  are  all  working  full  time, 
new  flour  mills  for  the  Thomas  Taylor  Co.,         Printing    and    allied    trades. — Printers, 

and  other  concerns  was  delayed  owing  to  the  pressmen  and  bookbinders  have  all  the  work 

scarcity  of  machinists,  moulders  and  black-  they  can  do. 


smiths.  Activity  in  many  trades  is  ham- 
pered by  the  lack  of  men.  The  wholesale 
and  retail  trade  is  fairly  active.  Both 
passenger  and  freight  transportation  on  the 
railways  is  active.  The  Grand  Trunk  Kail- 
way  trackmen  received  an  advance  of  10  per 
cent  in  wages  on  the  first  of  the  month.  No 


Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port an  exceptionally  busy  month. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  report  no  idle  men  in  those  trades. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,   clerks,  delivery 


i         -i  employees  and  laundry  workers  are  all  ex- 
other  changes  in  the  rates  or  wages  nave  been  .       ,,    , 

mi      ,  i  ceptionally  busy. 

The  labourers  em-  r            j         j 


reported  in  any  trade, 
ployed  on  corporation  work  made  a  request 
to  the  city  council  for  a  rate  of  $1.50  for  a 
nine  hour  day  in  place  of  $1.65  for  ten  hours. 
This  the  council,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  city  engineer,  voted  down,  so  that  the 


Transport. — All  traffic  men  on  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway,  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
and  Pere  Marquette  Railway  have  all  had  a 
good  month's  business. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour  is 


ten   hour   day    prevails.     A   mass  meeting  in  demand,  and  the  wages  are  15  cents  and 

under  the  auspices  of  the  Trades  and  Labour  upward  per  hour. 

Council  was  held  on  the  16th  instant,  and 

was    addressed    by    the    treasurer   of    the        WINDSOR,  ONT,  AND  DISTRICT. 

American  Federation  of  Labour.  The  mayor        ^  D   Mitchell,  Correspondent,  reports  as 

presided,  and  the  meeting  was  addressed  by    follows  . , 

ex-Mayor  T.  A.   Smith  and  several  of  the 

aldermen.      There  exists  no  unrest    at    the    general  condition  of  the  labour  market. 

present  time  in  the  local  labour  market.  Prospects    never    were   better   for  a   big 

season's  trade,  than  at  the  present  time, 
especially  for  the  building  trades.  All 
classes  of  work-people  have  been  steadily 
employed.  A  large  number  of  contracts 
have  been  let  for  the  erection  of  private  re- 
sidences, to  be  finished  as  soon  as  possible, 
as  houses  are  very  scarce.  The  real  estate 
agents  have  between  70  and  100  applica- 
tions for  houses  in  hand,  and  have  to  refn 
nearly  all.    Rents  have  increased  25  per  cent 


CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 


Farmers  are  all  busy  ploughing  and  seed- 


ing. 

Manufacturing,  generally,  is  very  active. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building    trades. — Bricklayers,     masons, 
carpenters  and  joiners  are  all  well  employed. 

Painters  and  paperhangers  are  rushed  with  on  that  account.      The  Windsor  Gas  Co. 

work.     Stonecutters  and  builders'  labourers  laying  between  four  and  five  miles  of  e 

have  plenty  of  work.  pipe  and   is  giving  employment  to  all  the 

Metal,     engineering     and      shipbuilding  unskilled   labour  it  can  secure.     Unskilled  i 

trades. — Gas  and  steamfitters  have  about  all  labour  at  the  present  time  is  very  sea' 

the  work  they  can  handle.     All  engaged  in  and  to  get  a  lobourer  is  very  difficult.     There 

the  metal   and  engineering  trades  are  ex-  is  great  activity  also  among  the  vessel-men 

ceptionally  busy.  at  present  on  the  river  front  fitting  out  their 
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boats  for  the  season's  work.  The  American 
Wrecking  Co.  has  two  tugs  and  a  lighter 
stationed  here  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Watts,  and  its  pay-roll  in  wages  runs 
from  $25,000  to  $30,000  a  season.  The  C. 
P.  R.  Co.  is  running  a  fleet  of  boats  from 
Windsor  to  Fort  William  this  summer, 
which  will  make  business  active  on  the  river 
front.  Wholesale  and  retail  dealers  report 
a  splendid  month.  The  carpenters  have  set- 
tled their  differences  with  the  Planing  Mill 
Co.,  and  everything  is  running  smoothly. 
A  slight  advance  in  wages  has  been  given 
to  the  C.  P.  R.  car  repairers. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  throughout  the  district  are 
all  busy  putting  in  their  spring  crops.  The 
fall  wheat  has  wintered  well,  and  the 
chances  look  well  for  a  good  yield.  Radishes 
are  up  and  look  well.  Radish  growers  expect 
a  large  crop  this  season.  There  are  thousands 
of  dollars'  worth  of  radishes  shipped  from 
here  every  spring  to  places  as  far  west  as 
Chicago.  The  chief  trouble  is  the  scarcity 
of  farm  labour. 

Lumber  has  advanced  in  price  and  some 
of  the  lumber  merchants  are  getting  some  in 
by  rail  to  meet  the  demand,  until  they  can 
get  it  by  boat. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades  are 
all  active.  Bricklayers  and  masons  are  all 
fully  employed.  Carpenters  and  joiners  are 
very  busy  and  good  joiners  are  in  demand. 
Lathers  and  plasterers,  painters,  paper- 
hangers  and  plumbers  are  rushed  with  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — General  activity  prevails  in  the 
iron  trade  here  at  present,  both  in  the 
machine  shops  and  bridge  works.  The  em- 
ployers say  that  they  find  it  difficult  to  get 
men,  both  skilled  and  unskilled,  one  being 
|as  hard  to  get  as  the  other.  Wages  have 
increased  from  10  to  15  per  cent  over  last 


season's  rate.  Manufacturers  have  been 
able  to  fill  their  orders,  so  far,  only  by 
working  the  men  overtime.  Blacksmiths, 
sheet  metal  workers  and  horseshoers  are  all 
fully  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon-makers  report  plenty 
of  work.  One  carriage  manufacturer  has 
built  a  large  addition  to  his  works,  to  enable 
him  to  meet  his  increased  trade. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
all  fairly  employed. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
very  busy,  and  the  majority  of  them  are 
working  overtime  to  get  the  work  out. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  butchers  are  all  satisfied 
with  the  trade  they  are  doing.  Cigarmakers 
and  tobacco  workers  report  a  good  month's 
trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  have  done  a  large 
month's  business  ;  they  have  raised  the  price 
for  hair  cutting  from  15  cents  to  25  cents, 
to  take  effect  on  the  4th  of  May. 

Transport. — All  railway  employees  are 
kept  busy  and  most  of  them  are  working 
overtime.  Ship  labourers  and  longshore- 
men are  all  fully  employed  since  navigation 
opened.  The  Teamsters'  Union  reports  plenty 
of  work,  and  that  they  have  15  more  teams 
working  now  than  they  had  a  year  ago. 

Walkerville. — This  town  is  in  the  midst 
of  a  building  boom  and  houses  are  going  up 
all  over.  A  contract  was  let  last  week  for 
a  memorial  church,  costing  $65,000,  to  be 
built  by  the  Walkers. 

WINNIPEG,    MAN.,  AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  is  decidedly  in  a  better 
condition  this  month  than  last,  notwith- 
standing the  tremendous  immigration  to  the 
province.     There  has  been  a  great  demand 
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for  farm  help  which  has  been  fully  met  by 
the    supply   sent    out   from  Dominion    and 
provincial  immigration  halls.       The  bureaus 
in    connection   with   these  halls  have  done 
most  excellent  work   in  this  direction,   the 
Dominion  bureau  sending  out  at  times  hun- 
dreds in  a  day.     The  farm  help  supplied  this 
year  has  been  of  a   superior  kind.     Wages 
have  been  very  good  running  from  $20  to 
$30  per  month  and  board  and  $200  with 
board  for  eight  months  being  quite  a  com- 
mon wage.     There  are  still  hundreds  of  im- 
migrants in  the  city,  for  whom  no  employment 
has  yet  been  found,  and  employment  agents 
are    doing  their  best  to  find  work  for  them. 
Owing  to  the  breaking  up   of  the    lumber 
camps  in  the  early  part  of  the  month,  men 
who  have  been  engaged  there  have  come  in 
by  thousands  to    the    city.       These    num- 
bers, increased    by    the  large  influx  of  im- 
migrants, have  flooded  the  labour  market  at 
a  time  when  work  was  not  to  be  procured. 
Large  numbers  of  British  immigrants  are  here 
idle.     The  greater  proportion  are  desirable 
men,  but  being  without  means  and  arriving 
between   two   seasons,    viz.,    the  closing  of 
winter  operations  and  the  opening  of  spring 
work  such  as  railway  construction,  &c,  the 
situation  is  to  them  very  serious.     Employ- 
ment    agents,     during  the    last    week    of 
April,    have    sent   out   several  hundreds  of 
labourers  on  railway  construction,   and  the 
prospects  are  that  during  the  month  of  May 
there  will  be  a  great  demand  for  this  class 
of  labour.     It  is  anticipated  that  before  the 
end  of  May  every  available  man  will  find 
employment.     Wages  on  railway  construc- 
tion are  running  about  $30  per  month  and 
board  for  the  season.     Contractors  are  giving 
free  transportation  to  and  from  the  work,  on 
condition  that  the  men  remain  with  them 
until   the   work    is    completed.       Building 
operations  in  the  city  are  beginning  to  open 
up  very  well.     There  will  soon  be  a  brisk 
demand    for    both    skilled    and    unskilled 
labour.     There  is   an  agitation   at  present 


amongst  several  of  the  mechanics'  unions  of 
the  building  trades,  namely,  painters,  plumb- 
ers, carpenters  and  others  for  higher  wages. 
These  unions  have  placed  their  demands 
before  the  contractors  some  time  ago,  but  so 
far  little  attention  has  been  given  to  their 
demands  by  the  contractors.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  an  amicable  settlement  may  be 
arrived  at. 

The  strike  of  the  U.B.R.E.  of  the  C.P.R.  is 
still  unsettled  and  there  is  no  appearance  of 
an  agreement  being  arrived  at.  The  strikers 
claim  that  their  union  is  largely  a  benevolent 
society.  They  ask  of  the  railway  company 
that  they  will  not  discriminate  against  them 
in  their  efforts  to  organize.  They  ask  also 
that  discharged  employees  be  reinstated 
unless  sufficient  reason  be  given  why  they 
should  not,  and  also  in  cases  of  dispute  the 
company  will  recognize  the  committee  sent 
from  the  union  with'  a  view  to  arrange 
agreements.  The  Trade  and  Labour  Council 
of  this  city  *  has  issued  a  circular  letter  and 
sent  copies  of  it  to  labour  unions  of  Great 
Britain  which  sets  forth  the  condition  of 
labour  here.  The  f ramers  of  that  letter  fea 
an  over-supply  of  labour  and  ask  intending 
immigrants  to  make  themselves  acquain 
with  the  condition  of  things  here  befo 
immigrating.  There  are  others  who  take 
more  opimistic  view  of  things.  In  forme 
years  the  province  has  had  to  bring 
twenty  thousand  labourers  to  reap 
harvest.  The  immigrants  arriving  here 
take  the  place  of  these  harvesters  and  thei 
earnings  will  be  spent  here. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades.  — Rates  of  wages  are  a> 
follows  :  Bricklayers  and  masons,  55  cts.  pei 
hour.  Carpenters  and  joiners  ask  35  cts 
minimum.  Lathers  and  plasterers  ask 
cts.  and  45  cts.  Painters,  30  cts.  to  35  cts 
Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  and  ston( 
cutters,  same  rate  as  bricklayers  and  mas 
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BRANDON,  MAN.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Stringer,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OP  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

With  the  exception  of  stonemasons  and 
bricklayers,  business  is  fair.  In  the  build- 
ing trades  at  present  there  are  very  few  car- 
penters and  joiners  idle,  as  a  large  number 
of  frame  buildings  are  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction, owing  to  the  great  demand  for 
houses.  Judging  from  plans,  <fcc,  in  the 
office  of  local  architects  there  will  be  con- 
siderable business  done  in  the  building  trade 
this  season.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get 
dwelling  houses,  and  unless  there  is  a  large 
increase  of  houses  this  season,  a  great  many 
new-comers  will  suffer  great  inconvenience. 
A  large  number  of  English  immigrants  have 
found  employment  with  farmers  at  good 
wages.  There  is  still  a  large  number  in  the 
city  who  have  not  yet  succeeded  in 'finding 
employment,  but  no  doubt  they  will  as  soon 
as  the  season  fully  opens.  Several  of  the 
factories  have  started  with  increased  help, 
owing  to  the  prospects  of  another  good  sea- 
son. The  orders  received  by  one  local  firm 
for  threshing  machinery,  at  present,  far  ex- 
ceeds those  received  for  any  previous  year, 
and  the  firm  has  doubled  its  staff  of  em- 
ployees. Flour  mills  are  very  busy,  running 
day  and  night  to  keep  up  with  the  demand. 
Considerable  activity  is  evidenced  in  the 
manufacturing  of  building  material  Cigar 
factories  and  machine  shops  are  exception- 
ally busy.  In  the  matter  of  transportation 
there  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  freight  busi- 
ness, but  passenger  traffic  is  very  heavy, 
owing  to  the  number  of  new  settlers.  One 
local  stonecutter  company  has  increased  the 
wages  of  its  experienced  hands  from  $2.75 
to  $3.00  per  day.  Wholesale  and  retail 
trades  are  reported  to  be  fairly  good  for  the 
season  of  the  year.  The  record  of  immigra- 
tion from  all  quarters  of  the  globe  to  the 
Canadian   West  .is    exceeding  all  previous 


years.  The  area  of  Manitoba  and  the  Terri- 
tories is  about  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  million  acres ;  of  which  up  to  the  pre- 
sent time,  less  than  seventy -five  million 
acres  have  been  disposed  of  as  homesteads, 
and  by  transfer  to  colonization  and  railway 
companies,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  three 
hundred  and  ten  million  acres.  After  de- 
ducting fifty  million  acres  that  may  be 
covered  with  water,  there  would  still  be  about 
twolhundred  and  sixty  million  acres  left. 
Last  year  had  the  largest  record  with  regard 
to  homestead  entries  and  sales,  about  two 
million  acres  being  disposed  of.  It  will  be 
seen  that  there  is  plenty  of  land  for  some 
time  to  come  for  the  use  of  Canadian  and 
British  settlers. 

CONDITION  OF  LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Railway  construction  work  has  not  yet 
started  in  this  district. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
are  still  idle,  with  carpenters  and  joiners 
fairly  well  employed  Lathers  and  plasterers 
are  not  fully  employed.  With  painters  and 
decorators  trade  is  slack.  Plumbers  are 
busy.     Stonecutters  are  exceptionally  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
—Machinists  are  working  full  time,  and 
linemen  find  work  plentiful.  With  black- 
smiths trade  is  rather  dull.  Boilermakers 
are  working  full  time,  and  there  is  a  demand 
for  good  men  in  this  line. 

Wookworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Upholsterers  are  finding  trade  somewhat 
dull.  Pattern  makers  report  trade  fairly 
good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port trade  good. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  are 
fully  employed. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  busy,  and  cigarmakers 
and  tobacco  workers  are  fairly  busy. 
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Miscellaneous. — Trade  is  very  good  with 
barbers.  Clerks  and  stenographers  are 
busy,  but  no  openings  are  reported.  De- 
livery employees  are  fully  employed.  Fur- 
riers find  employment  dull.  With  laundry 
workers  trade  is  very  good. 

Transport.— Men  engaged  in  this  line  of 
business  are  not  exceptionally  busy,  with 
the  exception  of  passenger  men. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  surplus  of 
unskilled  labour  at  present,  chiefly  new- 
comers. This  no  doubt  will  materially 
affect  the  scale  of  wages  this  season.  Far- 
mers so  far  find  no  difficulty  in  securing  all 
the  help  they  require.  From  present  appear- 
ances there  will  be  no  lack  of  farm  help  in 
the  west  this  season. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Seeding  is  well  under  way  throughout 
the  district.  The  weather  has  been  very 
favourable  to  farmers  so  far.  A  large  num- 
ber of  farms  have  changed  hands  this  spring, 
the  former  owners  retiring  from  business  of 
agriculture.  Building  operations  will  not 
be  as  extensive  as  had  been  anticipated, 
owing  chiefly  to  the  increased  price  of  build- 
ing supplies.  There  is  much  difficulty  exper- 
ienced in  this  city,  and  in  all  towns  as  far 
west  as  Moosejaw,  in  accommodating  immi- 
grants and  other  settlers  from  the  United 
States.  Hotels  and  private  houses  are  un- 
able to  accommodate  them,  but  n  few  weeks 
may  improve  the  situation. 

■ 

CALGARY,  N.W.T.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Millikeu,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows : — 

The  past  month  has  been  very  active  for 
labour  in  all  lines,  much  more  work  being- 
done  than  last  year.  The  Methodist  Con- 
gregation has  let  the  contract  for  a  new 
church,  work  upon  which  has  been  started. 
Several  new  blocks  are  contemplated,  a  new 
hotel  is  in  progress  and  many  old  buildings 
on  the  main  street  will  be  pulled  down  and 


large  business  blocks  built  in  their  stead. 
Merchants  and  wholesalers  are  busy,  several 
houses  has  having  to  increase  their  staff.  The 
members  of  the  U.  B.  of  R.  E.  have  gone 
out  on  strike  again,  after  having  begun 
work,  and  are  still  out  awaiting  a  settlement 
of  their  trouble.  Lumber  in  rural  villages 
is  scarce,  especially  seasoned  material,  and 
many  proposed  buildings  are  still  being  held 
back  on  that  account.  The  hotels  are  still 
overtaxed  to  accommodate  the  transient 
trade.  The  number  of  settlers  coming  in 
still  continues  in  advance  of  other  years  and 
from  present  indications  will  continue  so. 
Ranchers  are  busy  and  are  having  a  good 
spring  although  the  grass  is  backward  for 
need  of  rain.  There  is  a  good  demand  for 
ranch  hands,  especially  for  handy  men  and 
men  able  to  plough  and  handle  cattle  and 
horses.  Board  has  in  some  instauces  been 
raised  this  spring  and  cost  of  living  thus 
increased.  Honses  are  still  in  great  demand 
and  are  occupied  as  soon  as  completed  at 
rents  running  from  $12  to  835  per  month. 


CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 


Building    trades. — The    building    trades 
are    busy,    especially    carpenters,  who    arel 
making  good  time.    Masons  and  stonecutters 
are  well  employed  and  are  in  steady  demand.  I 
Painters    are    also    busy    and    report   trade  j 
good. 

Metal,  engineering  mid  shipbuilding 
trades.  — Blacksmiths  and  horseshoers  are 
having  a  good  month  and  are  steadily  em- 
ployed at  fair  wages  for  good  hands.  Several 
boys  and  young  men  are  employed  in  this 
line  at  smaller  wasjt 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
report  trade  active  and  are  fully  employed. 

Food  and    tobacco    preparation. — Bak 
are  bus\T  owing  to  a  large  demand  for  food] 
for  settlers  and  others  passing  through  th* 
city.     Cigarmakers  are  also  busy. 

Miscellaneous. — There  is  a  steady  demand 
for  hotel  help  of  a  good  class  ;  also  for  foun- 
dry  workers. 
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Transport. — Railway  circles  are  active, 
all  classes  being  fully  employed.  With  the 
opening  of  spring  there  is  a  demand  for 
section  men  and  bridge  men,  and  other 
maintenance-of-way  employees. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
still  plentiful  in  the  city,  but  in  some  smaller 
towns  and  country  places  it  is  in  better  de- 
mand. 

[     ROSSLAND,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Roland  A.  Laird,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Conditions  have  improved  in  a  very  sub- 
stantial measure  throughout  the  Rossland 
district  and  the  Kootenays  during  April. 
The  immediate  cause  of  this  has  been  the 
settlement  of  the  labour  troubles  in  the  coke, 
producing  section  of  East  Kootenay,  followed 
by  a  resumption  of  shipments  of  coal  and 
coke  and  a  revival  of  activity  in  smelting 
and  in  mining,  where  the  semi-paralysis  in 
smelting  had  directly  affected  the  mines. 
Directly  and  indirectly  the  coal  miners  strike 
had  affected  not  less  than  2,500  men,  so  the 
importance  of  the  settlement  can  be  readily 
understood. 

The  centre  of  the  disturbance  was  at 
Fernie,  Michel  and  Morrisey,  where  exten- 
sive workings  of  the  Crow's  Nest  Coal  Com- 
pany are  located.  Reports  just  to  hand  are 
that  at  all  three  points  the  mines  are  making- 
good  headway.  Michel  is  averaging  1,000 
tons  of  coal  daily  and  this  is  to  be  increased 
to  1,200  tons  forthwith.  At  Fernie,  or  the 
Coal  Creek  pits  adjacent  to  Fernie,  about 
800  tons  of  coal  is  produced  daily  with  an 
increase  promised  at  once.  Of  424  coke 
ovens  at  Fernie,  277  have  been  started,  and 
more  are  being  fired  daily.  The  Morrisey 
mines  are  producing  600  tons  of  coal  daily. 
At  all  these  points  not  a  hand  was  turned 
I  for  some  45  days  in  February  and  March. 
I  It  is  stated  that  eighteen  men  suspected  of 


complicity  in  the  disturbance  during  the 
last  days  of  the  strike  at  Fernie  have  left 
town.  This  disturbance  was  repudiated  by 
the  unions. 

East  Kootenay  lumber  camps  are  boom- 
ing, and  experienced  lumber  and  sawmill 
men  readily  secure  permanent  employment  at 
top  wages.  The  Kootenays  to-day  offer 
special  inducements  to  men  trained  in  lum- 
bering. The  industry  is  expanding  by  leaps 
and  bounds,  in  sympathy  with  the  unpre- 
cedented influx  of  settlers  in  the  North-west, 
and  men  of  this  class  are  in  demand. 

In  the  Rossland  camp  the  good  results  of 
the  restoration  of  coke  supplies  have  already 
been  felt  and  the  outlook  is  for  enhanced 
activity  on  all  sides.  The  Trail  smelter  is 
operating  three  copper  furnaces  and  employ- 
ing 350  men  where  only  35  were  engaged  a 
month  previously.  The  general  manager 
states  that  he  can  utilize  a  number  of  trained 
smeltermen.  The  War  Eagle  and  Centre 
Star  mines  are  enabled  to  ship  second-class 
ore  because  of  the  resumption  at  Trail 
smelter,  and  have  taken  on  a  few  additional 
men.  The  Kootenay  mine  is  preparing  to 
ship  to  Trail,  and  has  taken  on  a  number  of 
machine  miners. 

Thoroughly  experienced  teamsters  will  bo 
in  demand  here  at  an  early  date,  at  least 
three  mines  now  preparing  to  ship  ore  requir- 
ing to  team  the  product  to  railroad  sidings. 
For  this  work  men  handle  four-horse  teams 
over  mountain  roads  and  must  be  expert 
drivers. 

In  the  Slocan  district  matters  have  been 
quieter  than  ordinary.  The  annual  snow- 
slides  have  been  descending  for  a  fortnight 
or  more  and  it  is  the  practice  in  many  mines 
located  at  exposed  points  to  close  down  until 
the  dangerous  season  has  passed.  It  may  be 
stated  that  an  extraordinarily  heavy  snow- 
fall this  year  increased  the  danger  from 
slides,  and  that,  despite  all  precautions,  a 
number  of  lives  were  sacrificed  in  avalanches. 
At  an  early  date  these  properties  will  resume 
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operations,  and  if  the  silver-lead  mines  are 
also  operated  the  country  will  prosper,  open- 
ing employment  for  hundreds  of  skilled 
miners  and  mine-labourers. 

In  the  boundary  the  smelters  are  rapidly 
resuming  operations  and  the  next  few  weeks 
will  see  conditions  restored  to  normal 
throughout  the  broad  district.  Recent  good 
strikes  of  high-grade  gold  ores,  particularly 
in  the  vicinity  of  Greenwood,  promise  to 
stimulate  mining  with  consequent  increases 
in  the  demand  for  labour. 

NEW  WESTMINSTER,  B.C.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

ft 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  labour 
market  reported  last  month  still  continues, 
and  a  demand  is  still  felt  for  carpenters, 
machinists,  railway  men  and  unskilled 
labour  for  constitution  work.  General  activ- 
ity prevails  on  the  river,  where  preparations 
are  in  full  operation  for  the  ensuing  salmon 
canning  season.  Merchants  and  other  busi- 
ness men  report  trade  brisk.  Owing  to  the 
unsettled  state  of  the  miners  on  Vancouver 
Island  and  the  stand  taken  by  their  em- 
ployers, the  supply  of  coal  at  this  point  is 
far  below  the  average,  and  if  the  circum- 
stances had  happened  in  the  winter  time 
there  would  have  been  a  shortage  of  coal  for 
domestic  purposes.  On  the  recommendation 
of  the  special  committee  on  strikes  appointed 
by  the  Board  of  Trade,  it  was  decided  to 
suggest  to  the  other  coast  Boards  of  Trade 
and  to  labour  organizations,  the  advisability 
of  a  convention  being  held  composed  of  dele- 
gates from  the  bodies  mentioned  above, 
to  meet  to  consider  legislation  which  would 
have  a  tendency  to  the  solution  of  capital 
and  labour  troubles.  The  C.  P.  R,  strike 
is  still  unsettled  at  this  point.  Two  men 
have  been  induced  to  take  the  places  of 
strikers  in  the  freight  sheds. 


CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  approach  of  the  salmon  fishing  season 
is  once  more  bringing  to  the  fore  the  ques- 
tion of  the  price  to  be  paid  by  the  canners 
to  the  fishermen  ;  as  yet  there  has  been  no 
conference  between  the  canners  and  the 
fishermen  regarding  the  price  question,  but 
several  attempts  have  lately  been  made  by 
both  parties  to  open  negotiations. 

In  the  lumbering  business  work  is  brisk, 
both  in  mills  and  in  the  bush,  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  being  employed  in  taking  out  logs 
for  mills,  and  several  camps  taking  out 
piles  for  railway  construction  purposes.  A 
large  number  of  men  are  employed  on  the 
Great  Northern  branch  to  Ladner,  working 
night  and  day  to  have  the  work  completed 
in  the  stipulated  time.  The  contractors  for 
the  Westminster,  Vancouver  and  Yukon 
Railway  have  five  camps  established  along 
the  line,  and  the  work  of  clearing  the  right- 
of-way  is  progressing  rapidly. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  are  fully 
employed.  A  demand  for  carpenters  and 
painters  is  made. 

Metal,      engineering     and     shipbuilding  | 
trades. — Machinists    and    moulders    report  j 
work  plentiful,  with  a  f ewr  vacancies.     Ship- ! 
wrights  and  caulkers  are  all  employed  on 
new  and  repair  work.     There  is  at  present 
more  work   of  this  description   under   way 
than  at  any  time  during  the  past  year. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — Car 
builders  report  work  plentiful  with  pi 
pects  good  for  all  summer.  Shingle  weav< 
are  all  busy.  Many  of  the  mills  are  unable  I 
to  catch  up  wTith  their  orders  owing  to  the II 
scarcity  of  sawyers  and  shortage  of  shingle' 
bolts. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printer 
port  work  brisk  and  prospects    ojood  for  th< 
summer. 
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Clothing  trade. — The  custom  tailors  of 
this  city  have  adopted  the  union  label  in 
their  shops,  and  report  work  brisk. 

Food  aud  tobacco  preparation. — With 
cigarmakers  work  has  been  somewhat 
slack  during  the  past  month. 

Transport. — Work  on  the  boats  is  report- 
ed good,  a  large  amount  of  produce  and 
merchandise  being  shipped.  Street  rail- 
way employees  report  work  plentiful. 
Trackmen  are  laying  ten  thousand  new  ties, 
and  the  track  is  being  reballasted. 

Unskilled  labour. —A  demand  for  this 
class  of  labour  is  made  both  here  and 
throughout  the  district. 


H 


DISTRICT    NOTES. 


Ladner. — Efforts  are  now  being  made  to 
float  a  joint  stock  company  for  the  purpose 
of  building  and  operating  a  grist-mill  for 
the  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of  cereals.  A 
large  amount  of  stock  has  already  been 
taken  up.  The  farmers  give  as  a  reason  for 
taking  this  step  that  they  have  no  control 
of  what  price  they  shall  receive  for  their 
grain  but  are  dictated  to  by  the  whole- 
salers. 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  G.  Bartley,  Correspondent,  reports  as 
follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  outlook  previous  to  the  month  of 
April  was  very  bright.  Unexpectedly  the 
month  opened  with  a  strike  in  the  building 
trades,  which  lasted  for  a  week,  and  tempor- 
arily gave  business  a  set-back  and  made  the 
state  of  trade  very  unsettled.  Added  to  this 
was  the  strike  of  the  C.P.R.  employees, 
members  of  the  U.  B.  of  R.  E.,  and  the  team- 
sters, which  had  a  damaging  effect  on  the 
local  labour  situation.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  month  local  business  was  generally  re- 
ported as  being  fairly  satisfactory,  and  in 
some  lines  merchants  stated  that  they  were 


exceptionally  busy.  The  prices  of  staples 
in  grocery  lines  are  unchanged.  Hay  is  a 
chief  feature  in  the  flour  and  feed  business, 
fetching  $20  a  ton,  and  is  expected  to  go 
higher.  The  strike  of  the  U.  B.  of  R.  E. 
with  the  C.P.R.  is  still  on,  with  no  signs  of 
a  settlement.  This  involves  freight  clerks,* 
teamsters,  longshoremen,  steamshipmen  and 
freight-handlers. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  document 
which  was  signed  by  the  representatives  of 
six  unions  and  Mr.  Grant  Hall,  Assistant 
Superintendent  of  the  C.P.R.  shops  : — 

"It  is  understood  between  the  committee  repre- 
senting the  unions  in  Vancouver  shops  and  Grant 
Hall,  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Rolling  Stock, 
that  no  grievance  exists  there,  consequently  the  shops 
are  considered  fair  by  this  committee ;  but  this  reso- 
lution in  no  way  establishes  a  precedent  as  to  any 
future  action  that  the  combined  unions  may  take  iri 
C.P.R.  shops,  applying  only  to  present  trouble. 

"Any  employee  ordered  out  by  the  committee  of 
the  U.  B.  of  R.  E.  can  resume  his  position,  provided 
he  applies  before  7  o'clock,  April  1st,  1903. " 

Regarding  the  foregoing,  the  Vancouver 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  passed  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : — 

"That,  this  Council  regards  all  efforts  to  replace 
the  men  now  on  strike  in  the  C.P.R.  shops  in  Revel- 
stoke  and  Vancouver  as  being  unfair,  and  pronounces 
all  men  who  take  said  places  as  being  entitled  to  the 
term  unfair." 

On  April  1st  over  300  carpenters  went 
out  on  strike.  Their  new  schedule  called 
for  40  cents  an  hour  and  an  eight-hour  work 
day,  and  the  recognition  of  the  card  system. 
The  Builders'  Exchange  offered  a  $3  mini- 
mum, which  was  the  old  rate  for  a  nine-hour 
day.  The  strike  lasted  a  week,  when  it  was 
decided  the  men  should  go  back  to  work  and 
submit  the  matter  of  20  cents  a  day  differ- 
ence to  arbitration.  The  board  of  arbitration 
gave  its  decision  in  favour  of  the  men. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Fishing. — Reports  from  northern  rivers, 
such  as  the  Skeena,  Naas,  &c,  are  to  the 
effect  that  the  heavy  fall  of  snow  in  the 
mountains  the  past  winter  will  cause  high 
waters,  and  consequently  big  runs  of  salmon 
are  looked  for,  and  preparations  on  an  exten- 
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sive  scale  are  being  made  for  the  coming 
pack. 

Bui/ ding  trades. — The  following  scale? 
affecting  the  builders'  labourers,  went  into 
effect  this  month  : — 

Rule  1.  Hours  of  work. — First  five  days  of  the 

•week,  eight  to  constitiite  a  day's  work,  between  the 

hours  of  8  a.  m.  and  5  p.  m.     On  Saturdays,  the  sixth 

day,  four  hours  to  be  worked  between  the  hours  of  8 

a.  m.  and  noon,  making  a  total  of  44  hours  per  week. 

Rule  2.  Wages. — Mortar  and  cement  mixers,  also 
hod  carriers,  carrying  brick,  mortar  or  cement,  $2.75 
per  day  of  eight  hours.  Ordinary  labourers  (diggers, 
wheelers,  carpenters' helpers,  etc.,)  $2.50  per  day  of 
eight  hours.     Rock  drillers,  $3  per  day  of  eight  hours. 

Rule  3.  Overtime. — All  time  work  outside  the 
above  hours  to  be  classed  as  overtime,  and  to  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  time  and  a  half. 

Rule  4.  Pay-day. — Regular  pay-days  must  be  at 
least  every  two  weeks. 

Rule  5.  Extract  from  by-laws,  section  8,  page  : — 
"  No  member  of  this  union  will  be  allowed  to  make 
mortar  or  cement  by  the  barrel,  or  take  a  contract  to 
either  make  or  carry  by  the  yard." 

Rule  6.  Holidays. — The  following  days  will  be 
classed  as  holidays,  and  any  work  done  on  these  days 
shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  double  time  :  All 
Sundays,  New  Year's  day,  Labour  day,  Thanksgiving 
day  and  Christmas  day. 

All  work  let  previous  to  this  notice  will 
be  charged  at  old  scale. 

Bricklayers  and  masons  report  trade  as 
being  fair.  Lathers  and  plasterers  report 
work  good.     The  painters  are  very  busy. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Machinists  are  fairly  busy,  but  there  are 
plenty  of  men  on  the  ground  to  do  the  work. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Shingle  weaving  mills  are  busy,  but  there  is 
not  much  demand  for  white  labour.  Car 
builders  report  work  being  fair.  The  British 
Columbia  Electric  Tram  Co.  has  been  em- 
ploying a  number  of  men  on  its  new  cars, 
but  prospects  are  not  bright. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  in  job  offices  have  asked  for  an 
eight-hour  day  instead  of  nine,  without  a 
reduction  in  the  weekly  scale,  which  is  $21. 
Newspaper  work  is  not  particularly  busy. 
There  are  plenty  of  men  on  the  ground.  A 
new  weekly  paper,  The  Ozangram,  will 
;ippear  on  May  1st ;  also  a  Scandinavian 
weekly  is  expected  to  be  published  in  a 
couple   of  weeks.     This  means  about  nine 


weeklies  and  four  dailies  for  Vancouver  with 
a  population  of  about  30,000. 

Clothing  trade. — Tailors  report  trade  as 
being  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation.— With 
bakers  trade  is  very  unsettled  and  prospects 
uncertain.  Some  of  the  journeymen  have 
gone  on  strike  in  sympathy  with  U.  B.  of 
R.  E.  Cigarmakers  report  trade  poor  for 
the  time  of  the  year. 

Miscellaneous. — Clerks  are  not  in  demand 
and  several  are  idle.  A  merchant  adver- 
tised the  other  day  for  a  young  man  and 
received  35  applications. 

Transport. — Teamsters  are  all  idle  on 
account  of  the  strike.  A  large  number  of 
non-union  men  are  at  work  and  the  pro" 
spects  are  unsatisfactory.  , 

Unskilled  labour. — Street  sweepers  (civic) 
have  had  their  wages  increased  to  20  cents 
an  hour,  with  a  nine-hour  day.  Their  former 
rate  was  18  cents  an  hour.  The  ward 
labourers  now  rrceive  25  cents  an  hour;  they 
formerly  received  24  cents. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  is 
rather  unsettled,  and  the  state  of  trade 
generally  is  not  as  satisfactory  as  it  should 
be  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The  building 
trades  are  very  dull.  This  is  attributed  to 
the  advance  in  the  cost  of  building.  The 
increase  is  most  noticeable  in  the  price  of 
lumber.  Carpenters  are  demanding  a  higher 
rate  of  wages  than  last  year,  and  contractors 
have  formed  an  association,  and  also  demand 
a  larger  percentage  of  profits  than  they  have 
received  in  previous  years.  As  a  result 
architects  had  prepared  estimates  for  many 
buildings  which  were  considered  unprofitable 
to  proceed  with.     In  the  metal  trades  \\a_ 
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have  been  advanced  in  some  branches,  and 
the  hours  have  been  reduced  in  all,  Moulders 
secured  an  increase  of  25  cents  per  day  and 
a  reduction  in  hours  from  10  to  9.  Black- 
smiths (in  machine  shops),  machinists  and 
boilermakers  were  granted  a  reduction  in 
hours  from  10  to  9  without  reduction  in  pay. 
The  trouble  between  the  B.  C.  Steamship. 
men's  Society  and  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Navigation  Co.  is  still  unsettled.  Of  the 
100  men  who  went  out  on  strike  on  March 
18,  only  one  has  returned  to  work.  The 
boats  of  the  company  are  being  operated 
without  interruption. 

On  April  1  carriage  blacksmiths  and 
horseshoers  went  on  strike  for  higher  wages 
and  shorter  hours.  The  demands  made  were 
for  a  minimum  wage  of  $18  per  week  for 
firemen,  $15  for  floormen  and  $12  for  carriage 
helpers,  51  hours  to  constitute  a  week. 
Previous  to  the  strike  firemen  were  getting 
30  cents  per  hour  and  helpers  20  cents,  and 
were  working  56  hours  per  week.  An 
arrangement  satisfactory  to  the  union  has 
been  effected  with  three  of  the  seven  firms 
involved.  In  the  remaining  four  shops  little 
work  has  been  done  during  the  month. 

The  coal  mines  at  Extension  are  still 
closed  down.  Two  deputations  representing 
the  Extension  Miners'  Union  have  waited 
on  the  president  of  the  Colliery  Co.  here 
during  the  month  and  requested  a  conference, 
but  on  each  occasion  they  were  refused  an 
audience  on  the  ground  that  they  represented 
a  branch  of  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners.  The  president  has  positively  refused 
to  treat  with  any  committee  representing 
that  body,  but  has  stated  that  he  is  ready 
t  any  time  to  confer  with  a  committee  of 
is  own  employees.  As  a  result  of  the 
rouble  coal  has  advanced  50  cents  per  ton, 
nd  a  much  larger  quantity  than  usual  is 
)eing  imported  from  the  United  States. 

The  case  of  George  Estes,  president  of  the 
United  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees 
vho  was   charged   in  the  police  court  with 
attempting  to  delay  the  passage  of  His  Ma- 


jesty's mails  by  inciting  the  crews  of  the 
steamers   "  Charmer  "  and  "  Danube  "•  to  go  . 
on  strike,'  was  dismissed  on  the  6th  instant. 
The  case  had  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
court  for  over  a  week. 

The  executive  committee  of  the  Provincial 
Mining  Association  met  here  on  the  20th 
for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  work  of 
organization,  and  to  carry  out  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  convention.  Sixteen  members 
of  the  committee  were  present.  The  prin- 
cipal object  of  the  meeting  was  to  lay  before 
the  government  the  amendments  to  the  min- 
ing laws  determined  by  the  association  at 
the  recent  convention.  On  the  22nd  the 
committee  was  met  by  the  entire  cabinet 
and  was  given  a  very  cordial  reception. 
Each  clause  of  the  memorial  was  taken  up 
and  fully  explained  by  members  of  the  com- 
mittee. Premier  Prior  and  Hon.  J.  D. 
Prentice  spoke  on  behalf  of  the  government, 
and  pointed  out  that  while  recognizing  the 
importance  of  the  amendments  suggested, 
the  government  had  to  bear  in  mind  the 
question  of  revenue.  They  also  pointed  out 
that  a  number  of  the  matters  recommended 
had  already  been  taken  up  by  the  govern- 
ment and  the  others  would  receive  their 
closest  consideration.  The  interview  was  of 
a  satisfactory  nature. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

The  B.  C.  Electric  Railway  Co.  has  a 
gang  of  between  40  and  50  men  employed 
extending  the  system  and  improving  the 
road-bed  throughout  the  city. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES.' 

Building  trades. — The  outlook  is  not  so 
favourable  as  it  was  earlier  in  the  season. 
Owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  building  ma- 
terial a  number  of  projected  structures  have 
been  abandoned,  leaving  the  building  trades 
stagnant.  The  principal  increaso  is  in  the 
cost  of  lumber.  Trade  is  quiet  with  brick 
layers.  On  the  1st  of  May  the  Carpenters' 
Union  will  demand  $3.50  for  8  hours.    Last 
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year's  rate  was  $3  for  8  hours.  Not  more 
than  half  the  carpenters  in  the  city  are 
working.  Little  work  is  being  offered  to 
lathers  and  plasterers.  Painters  and  deco- 
rators are  busy  and  all  available  hands  are 
employed.  Plumbers,  stonecutters  and 
builders'  labourers  report  a  scarcity  of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — On  March  1  the  scale  of  wages  for 
iron-moulders  was  advanced  from  $3.25  to 
$3.50  per  day  and  the  hours  were  reduced 
from  10  to  9,  but  work  is  reported  dull. 
Machinists  continue  to  be  well  employed, 
but  are  not  so  busy  as  they  were  last  month. 
On  March  1  the  machinists  secured  a  reduc- 
tion in  hours  from  10  to  9,  without  any 
reduction  in  pay.  The  minimum  rate  is  33^ 
cents  per  hour.  Electrical  workers  and  line- 
men report  work  dull.  The  carriage  black- 
smiths and  horseshoers  are  on  strike  for 
higher  wages  and  shorter  hours.  Boiler- 
makers and  their  helpers  report  sufficient 
work  to  keep  all  hands  fully  employed.  On 
March  1  this  branch  of  trade  was  granted  a 
reduction  in  hours  from  10  to  9  without 
reduction  in  pay. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers, 
pressmen  and  bookbinders  are  busy,  and 
there  was  a  demand  for  printers  during  the 
month. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  fair  and  all  hands  working. 
Garment  workers  are  very  busy  getting  out 
orders  for  the  Yukon  trade.  Considerable 
overtime  was  worked  in  one  factory. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
are  fairly  well  employed,  but  trade  is  dull 
with  cigarmakers. 

Leather  trades. — Harness  makers  report 
trade  good.  Wages  have  been  slightly  ad- 
vanced, but  the  demand  made  by  the  leather 
workers'  union  for  shorter  hours  has  not 
been  conceded.  Ten  hours  a  day  still  pre- 
vails. 

Miscellaneous. — Clerks  and  delivery  em- 
ployees are  well  employed.      There   was  a 


demand  for  clerks  in  the  dry  goods  line,  but 
the  rate  of  wages  offered  is  low. 

Transport. — Steamboat  men  and  steam- 
boat firemen  are  leaving  for  the  north  to  be 
ready  for  the  season's  work  as  soon  as  navi- 
gation opens.  Street  railway  employees 
report  plenty  of  work  for  all  in  the  service. 

Unskilled  labour. — The  congestion  has 
been  relieved  somewhat ;  there  is  still  a 
large  number  of  unemployed. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Chemainus. — The  great  demand  for  lum- 
ber has  had  a  stimulating  effect  on  business 
at  this  point,  the  headquarters  of  the  lum- 
bering industry  on  the  Island.  The  Victoria 
Lumber  &  Milling  Co.  is  running  the  plant 
night  and  day,  and,  besides  its  foreign  ship- 
ments, is  sending  a  large  amount  of  lumber 
into  the  North-west  Territories.  The  rail- 
road from  the  head  of  Oyster  Bay  into  the 
company's  timber  limit  is  rapidly  getting 
into  shape.  During  March  and  April  over 
9,000,000  feet  of  lumber  were  shipped  to 
foreign  ports. 

NANAIMO,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  A.  E.  II.  Spencer,  Correspondent ,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR   MARKET. 

While  there  has  been  no  great  activity  in 
the  general  labour  market,  the  past  month 
has  been  an  improvement  on  the  previous 
one.  In  the  city  civic  improvements  have 
commenced  though  not  to  any  great  extent, 
although  a  number  of  men  have  secured 
employment,  with  prospects  of  improvement. 
Trade  is  quiet  owing  to  the  unsettled  condi- 
tions in  the  district.  There  is  a  great  deal 
of  unrest  in  the  district,  with  one  important 
strike  on,  and  another  threatened. 

CONDITION    OF    LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

In   the  lumbering  business  activity  con- 
tinues,  with  prospects  for  a  good  summer  in 
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the  woods  for  the  production  of  logs  and 
shingle  bolts.  There  are  sufficient  men, 
however,  to  meet  present  demands,  although 
experienced  woodsmen  can  obtain  ready 
employment. 

In  the  coal  mining  districts  there  is  an 
uneasy  feeling.  The  miners  in  the  city 
have  made  a  satisfactory  settlement  and  are 

•  working  steadily,  but  those  at  Ladysmith 
are  still  out  on  strike  or  locked  out.  The 
miners'  committee  has  interviewed  the  man- 

•  agement  twice,  but,  so  far,  the  owner  has 
refused  to  meet  a  committee  from  the  union 
and  the  matter  stands  thus  at  present.  The 
miners  at  Cumberland,  working  for  the 
same  company  as  the  striking  miners  at 
Ladysmith,  have  organized  a  union  under 
the  same  federation,  but  are  still  working. 
In  the  quartz-mining  section  of  this  district 
there  are  no  new  developments,  it  being 
rather  early  in  the  season  to  go  into  the 
mountains. 

CONDITION    OF    PARTICULAR    TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  these  trades  there 
is  no  activity  as  yet,   and  the  prospects  at 


present  are  not  very  bright.  In  the  paint- 
xng  trade  there  is  the  usual  spring,  work, 
but  nothing  very  pressing  going  on  in  the 
shape  of  new  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding  trades. 
— Blacksmiths  and  carriage-makers  are  fairly 
busy  but  there  is  no  demand  for  more  men. 

Transport.- — Teamsters  and  expressmen 
report  business  as  fair  for  the  time  of  year 
but  not  so  good  as  expected. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  very  little 
demand  for  unskilled  labour. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Business  at  Ladysmith  is  practically  dead. 
There  is  very  little  business  of  any  kind 
going  on.  The  wholesalers  in  the  city  have 
notified  the  retail  dealers  that  if  they  sold 
on  credit  their  supply  would  be  cut  off. 
The  smelter  is  about  the  only  work  of  any 
account  that  is  going  on.  At  Cumberland 
business  is  in  a  very  uncertain  state. 


CONDITIONS   IN   THE    TOBACCO    INDUSTRY   IN    CANADA— REPORT    OF    THE 

ROYAL  COMMISSION  OF  INQUIRY. 

The  report  of  Judge  MacTavish,  who  into  the  state  of  the  tobacco  trade  in  Can- 
was  appointed  on  May  3,  1902,  a  special  ada  had  its  origin  in  certain  conditions  aris- 
commissioner  to  inquire  into  the  alleged  ing  out  of  the  operations  of  an  alleged  ex- 
monopolistic  contract  system  stated  to  be  elusive  contract  system  adopted  by  the  Am- 
employed  by  certain  companies  engaged  in  erican  Tobacco  Company  of  Canada,  Limited, 
the  tobacco  trade  in  Canada,  was  laid  by  the  effect  of  which,  it  was  stated,  was  to 
the  Solicitor  General  on  the  table  of  the  prevent  dealers  in  the  class  of  goods  supplied 
House  of  Commons  on  the  15th  of  the  month  by  that  company  from  handling  the  goods  of 


just  past. 

Appointment  and  Proceedings  of  the 
Commission. 

As  has  been  previously  described  in  the 
Labour  Gvzette*  the  Commission  of  Inquiry 


other  manufacturers,  thus  creating  a  mon- 
opoly which  constituted  a  serious  menace  to 
all  branches  of  the  industry.  The  contract 
mentioned,  it  may  be  briefly  pointed  out, 
was  in  the  general  nature  of  a  refusal  on  the 
part  of  the  company  to  supply  certain  popu- 

*  A  full  report  of'the  appointment  of  the  commis-     lar  and  necessary  lines  of  goods,  the   manu- 

sion,  and  of  the  evidence  as  taken  from  month  to     pnnj.,1T10  ^p   -„tV,;~V>  woo    Qn^„fliTI  i^    +v.^  l ]~ 

month  at  the  various  sessions  held  by  the  Commis-     future  ot   which  was   entirely  in   the  hands 

sioner,  was   published  in  the  issues   of  the  Labour     0f  the   company,  to    dealers  who   would   not 

Gazette  for  October,  November  and  December,  1902,  . 

at  pages  247,  377  and  470  respectively.  also  agree  to  purchase  their  supply  ot  native 
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tobacco  from  the  company's  Canadian  fac. 
tory,  control  of  a  factory  in  Canada  having 
been  recently  acquired  by  the  company.  The 
situation  thus  created  had  been  a  subject  of 
complaint  among  Canadian  manufac- 
turers of  tobacco  for  some  time,  and  it  was 
in  direct  response  to  representations  made 
to  the  government  by  manufacturers  in  com- 
petition with  the  American  company  that 
the  commission  of  investigation  was  appoint- 
ed. Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  existence  of 
the  alleged  combine  was  stated  to  affect  not 
only  the  Canadian  manufacturer,  but,  in  the 
final  issue,  the  Canadian  grower  of  tobacco 
as  well,  the  scope  of  the  investigation  was 
widened  so  as  to  embrace  practically  all  de- 
partments of  the  tobacco  industry  in  Canada. 
Special  attention  was  accordingly  directed 
by  the  Commissioner  to  the  following  sub- 
jects of  inquiry  : — • 

1.  The  existence  of  the  alleged  exclusive 
contracts,  and  the  extent  to  which  they  are 
in  force. 

2.  The  effect  of  such  contracts  on  the 
tobacco  trade  of  Canada,  with  reference  (a) 
to  the  growers  of  Canadian  tobacco  ;  and 
(6)  to  the  manufacturers  of  tobacco  from 
Canadian  leaf,  or  from  a  combination  of 
Canadian  and  foreign  leaf. 

A  very  full  investigation  was  conducted 
along  these  lines  in  the  cities  of  Windsor, 
London,  Hamilton  and  Toronto,  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Ontario ;  in  the  cities  of  Quebec  and 
Montreal  and  in  the  town  of  Joliette,  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec,  and  in  the  city  of  St. 
John,  in  the  Province  of  New  Brunswick. 
Both  the  American  Tobacco  Co.,  of  Canada, 
Limited,  the  Empire  Tobacco  Co.,  Limit- 
ed, the  latter  of  which  is  in  affiliation  with 
the  American  company,  and  the  independent 
companies  were  represented  by  counsel.  One 
hundred  and  nineteen  witnesses  in  all  were 
examined,  102  of  whom  were  called  on  be- 
half of  the  petitioners,  and  17  on  behalf  of 
the  companies. 


The  Manufacture  of  Native  Tobacco  in 
Canada. 

Before  dealing  with  the  evidence  taken 
before  the  commission  on  the  points  above 
mentioned,  the  report  presents  a  considerable 
body  of  information  with  regard  to  the  manu- 
facture of  Canadian  leaf  tobacco  during  the 
past  few  years.  Statistics  are  produced  to  show 
that  the  tendency  has  been  towards  a  rapid 
increase  in  the  quantity  of  home-grown  leaf 
consumed,  the  substitution  to  a  considerable 
extent  of  the  Canadian  for  the  foreign  leaf 
following  upon  the  establishment  of  factories, 
and  the  investment  of  capital  in  the  industry 
in  the  provinces  of  Ontario  and  Quebec. 
Thus,  in  1897  there  were  manufactured  in 
Canada  from  Canadian  leaf  690,141  pounds 
of  tobacco.  In  1898  the  amount  had  in- 
creased to  1,949,429  pounds,  there  being 
none  manufactured  in  either  year  from  com- 
bination leaf.  In  1901  there  were  manufac- 
tured from  Canadian  leaf  3,041,687  pounds, 
together  with  1,224,411  pounds  from  com- 
bination leaf.  The  figures  are  quoted  as 
showing  that  the  tobacco  industry  in  Can- 
ada, both  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
grower  and  of  the  manufacturer,  is  one  of 
steadily  increasing  importance. 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Canada. 


An  interesting  statement  is  also  contained 
in  the  report  as  to  the  culture  of  tobacco 
leaf  in  Canada.  This  is  confined  at  present 
to  two  districts,  widely  separated  geograph- 
ically and  necessitating  markedly  different 
treatment  in  the  growing  and  curing  of  the 
leaf.  The  first  of  these  districts  comprises 
the  counties  of  Essex  and  Kent  in  Ontario, 
where  tobacco,  known  as  White  Burley  leaf 
used  almost  exclusively  in  the  manufacture 
of  plug  chewing  tobacco,  is  cultivated.  The 
other  Canadian  tobacco-growing  district  is 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  town  of  Joliette 
in  Quebec,  where  a  variety  of  leaf  is  pro- 
duced for  use  almost  exclusively  in  the 
manufacture  of  smoking  tobacco. 
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A  no   less  characteristic  difference   than 
that  which  distinguishes  the  nature   of  the 
product   also  exists    in    the    arrangements 
adopted  in  the  two  districts  named  between 
the  grower  and   manufacturer  of   the  leaf. 
In  the  Ontario  district  the  farmers  sell  their 
tobacco  directly  to  the  manufacturer  or  his 
agent,  and  have  always  a  ready  market  for 
their  product,  the  manufacturer  being  in- 
terested in  getting  the   farmer  to  produce 
the  best   quality   possible  and   encouraging 
the  pursuit  of  scientific   methods  of  growth 
and  cure.     In  Quebec,   on  the  other  hand, 
the  farmer  as  a  rule  disposes   of  his  tobacco 
to  a  middleman,  who  retails  it  to  the  manu- 
facturer, any  surplus  stock  being  sold  in  the 
public  market  or  directly  to  individual  con- 
sumers.    Under  this  system  no  special   in- 
ducement is  held  out  to   the  farmer  to  grow 
and  cure  his  crop  in  accordance  with  modern 
and  improved  methods. 

Scope  of  the  Investigation. 

Coming  to  the  subject-matter  proper  of 
the  report,  which  has  to  do  with  the  evi- 
dence offered  as  to  the  effect  of  the  contract 
system  of  the  American  Tobacco  Company, 
the  inquiry  of  the  Commissioner,  in  accor- 
dance with  the  plan  outlined  above,  resolved 
itself  into  two  branches,  one  having  refer- 
ence to  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes,  and 
the  other  having  reference  to  the  manufac- 
ture of  Canadian  leaf  tobacco  in  Canada. 
The  general  nature  of  the  evidence  adduced 
on  these  points  has  been  already  dealt  with 
in  the  Labour  Gazette*  and  reference  need 
be  made  in  the  following  only  to  the  com- 
ments of  the  Commissioner  as  to  its  parti- 
cular significance  and  tendency. 

The  American  Tobacco  Co.'s  Contract. 

In  proceeding  to  a  careful  examination  of 
ihe  evidence  offered  before  the  commission 
in  direct  relation  to  the  contract  of  the  Am- 
erican Tobacco  Company,  the  incorporation 

*  See  Labour  Gazette  f  or  October,   November  and 
)ecember,  1902,  pages  247,  377  and  470  respectively. 
1 


of  the  company  in  September,  1895,  and 
the  introduction  of  the  agreement  complained 
of  in  November  of  the  same  year,  is  de- 
scribed, and  the  text  of  that  document 
quoted  in  full.*  According  to  the  analysis 
of  the  Commissioner  the  main  features  of  the 
contract  are  as  follows  : — 

(a.)  The  selling  price  is  fixed  by  the  manu- 
facturer. 

(b.)  A  commission  of  two  per  cent  is  al- 
lowed the  consignee  on  the  amount  realized 
from  the  sale  of  the  cigarettes,  the  cigarettes 
remaining  the  property  of  the  company  until 
sold  by  the  consignee. 

(c.)  If  the  consignee  handles  the  cigar- 
ettes of  the  American  Tobacco  Co.  exclusively 
and  complies  with  the  other  terms  of  the 
agreement,  an  additional  six  per  cent  is 
allowed  in  the  way  of  commission  on  the 
amount  realized  from  the  sale  of  the 
cigarettes. 

The  contract  was    found    to   have    been 
entered  into  between  the  company  and  most 
of  the    wholesale     grocers    and   jobbers    in 
cigarettes    in    Ontario,    Quebec,    Manitoba 
and  the  maritime  provinces,   the  cigarettes 
in   question   having    acquired   a    popularity 
with    the    public    that     rendered    them    in 
almost  universal  demand  in  the  retail  trade. 
The  Commissioner    holds   it  to  have    been 
established   that  the  commission  of   two  per 
cent   is    not    sufficient    to   compensate    the 
wholesaler    for    handling    the  cigarettes  in 
question,    and   that   the   extra  six  per  cent 
earned  by  'handling  the  goods  of  the  Ameri- 
can   Tobacco  Co.  exclusively   is   needed    to 
ensure  a   sufficient  profit.     This,   with   the 
additional  fact,    which  was  also  established, 
that  wholesale  merchants  are  unable  to  pur- 
chase goods  from  the  American  Tobacco  Co. 
except  under     the    terms    of    the    contract 
referred  to,  is   sufficient  to  account  for  the 
circumstance  that  most  of  the  larger  dealers 
in  cigarettes    in  Canada    have  entered    into 


*In  the  Labour  Gazette  for  October,  1902,  page  248, 
the  more  important  clauses  of  this  contract  will  be 
found  in  full. 
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the  agreement  with  the  American  Tobacco 
Co.  to  the  exclusion  of  the  sale  by  them  of 
cigarettes  made  by  other  manufacturers. 

The  statistics  of  the  manufacture  of  cigar- 
ettes in  Canada  during  the  past  six  years 
show  that  their  number  was  106,493,180  in 
1897,  of  which  total  the  output  of  the 
American  Tobacco  Co.  was  86,008,500j 
whereas  in  1902  the  total  manufacture  was 
137,284,934,  to  which  the  output  of  the  ' 
American  Company  contributed  109,437,550. 

The  Contract  of  the  Empire  Tobacco  Co. 

The  above  resume  of  the  report  having 
reference  to  the  contract  of  the  American 
Tobacco  Company  represents  the  result  of 
the  investigation  of  the  Commissioner  on  the 
subject  of  the  manufacture  of  cigarettes  in 
Canada.  The  manufacture  of  Canadian 
leaf  tobacco  in  Canada  is  dealt  with  in  the 
portion  of  the  report  which  analizes  the 
evidence  with  regard  to  the  contract  of  the 
Empire  Tobacco  Company',*  introduced  in 
1901,  the  latter  company  being  a  branch  of 
the  former  concern,  and  being  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  tobacco  from  Canadian 
grown  leaf,  whereas  the  former  is  more  par- 
ticularly concerned  with  the  trade  in  cigar- 
ettes. The  main  features  of  the  Empire 
Tobacco  Company's  contract,  according  to 
Commissioner,  are  as  follows  : — 

(a.)  The  selling  price  is  fixed  by  the 
manufacturer. 

(b.)  A  rebate  of  5  cents  per  pound  is 
allowed  the  purchaser  if  he  handles  no 
manufactured  tobacco  made  from  Canadian 
leaf  or  from  a  combination  of  Canadian  or 
foreign  leaf  other  than  that  manufactured 
by  the  Empire  Tobacco  Company. 

The  contract  differs  from  the  cigarette 
contract  in  that  the  tobacco  when  sold 
becomes  the  property  of  the  purchaser.  In 
other  respects,  however,  the  general  effect 
of  the  agreement  is  very  similar  to  that  of 


*  The  full  text  of  this  contract  is  quoted  in  the 
Labour  Gazette  for  October,  1902,  page  248. 


the  American  Tobacco  Company.  For 
example,  it  does  not  pay  the  wholesale 
grocers  to  handle  the  goods  of  the  Empire 
Tobacco  Company  except  for  the  rebate  of 
5  cents  per  pound,  earned  only  when  the 
goods  of  the  company  are  dealt  in  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  tobaccos  of  independent 
manufacturers.  The  contract  has  been 
entered  into  by  nearly  all  the  leading  whole- 
sale grocers  of  Ontario,  and  by  many  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec.  These  as  as  a  rule  are 
satisfied  with  its  provisions.  The  contract 
is  not  in  force  in  the  other  provinces  of  the 
Dominion. 

Effect  of  Contracts  on  Tobacco  Growers. 

According  to  the  report,  it  would  appear 
that  the  growers  of  Canadian  leaf  tobacco 
have,  as  yet,  suffered  no  inconvenience  or 
been  placed  at  any  disadvantage  from  the 
contract  system  complained  of.  Prices 
thus  far  have  been  remunerative,  and 
tobacco-growing  a  paying  industry.  Ap- 
prehension was  expressed,  however,  that  if 
the  present  system  should  result  in  only  one 
buyer  of  the  product  remaining  in  the  field, 
the  prices  might  be  regulated  by  that  buye 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  grower,  especially 
in  view  of  the  fact  that  there  is  at  presen 
no  export  market  for  Canadian  tobacco-leaf. 

Effect  on  Prices. 

No  evidence  taken  by  the  Commissioner] 
went  to  show  that  the  price  of  tobacco  h* 
been    enhanced    to   the    consumer,    or   the 
quality  in  any  way  deteriorated  as  a  result 
of  the  contracts  in  question.     On   the  con- 
trary   the    keen    competitive    condition   at 
present    existing    in    the    tobacco    trade 
Canada  has    resulted    thus    far    in  the  con- 
sumer receiving  fair  value  for  his  money. 

General   Nature   and  Results   of  the  Con- 
tracts. 

The  Commissioner  finds  that  in  no  sei 
can  the  terms  of  these  agreements  be  con 
dered  as  illegal,  and  that  though  their  object 
is  undoubtedly   to  obtain  an  exclusive  an< 
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extensive    sale   for    the     products    of    the 
companies     employing     them,    the    means 
employed    under    their    provisions    do    not 
transgress  any  statutory  enactment  or  any 
well  settled  rule  of  common  law  in  reference 
to  trade  competition.     The  criminal  charge, 
accordingly,  brought  against  the  American 
Tobacco  Company  for  conspiracy  in  restraint 
of  trade   cannot,    according    to    the    Com- 
missioner's     report,     be      considered     well 
founded.       It    is     undoubtedly    the     case, 
he     states,     that     the      contract      system 
does     secure    to    the    two    companies    the 
exclusive     enjoyment    of    facilities    which 
should    be  common   to  all,   inasmuch  as  it 
restricts  the   opportunities   of  other  manu- 
facturers  to  reach  retail   dealers  except  by 
direct   communication.     The  manufacturer, 
as     the     Commissioner     points     out,     who 
is   unable  to  avail  himself  of  the   wholesale 
trade  is  compelled  to   incur  a  considerably 
greater  cost  in.    distributing  his  goods,  the 
extra  price  at  which  he  may   be  able  to  sell 
direct  to  the  retailer  not  being  sufficient  to 
reimburse  him   for  the    cost   of   additional 
travellers,  agents,   clerks,  and   other   impor- 
tant items  of  expense.     Similar  contracts, 
however,   were  found   to  be  in  use  in  other 
lines  of  business,  but  were  not  investigated 
by  the  Commissioner  because  of  not  coming 
| within  the  scope  of  the  inquiry. 

The  Massachusetts  Law. 

In  the  Order  in  Council,  under  which  the 
commission  of  investigation  was  appointed, 
statement  was  referred  to  as  having  been 
lade  by  the  Canadian  manufacturers  to  the 
effect  that  a  monopoly  which  the  American 
Tobacco  Company  had  attempted  to  estab- 
ish  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  had 
)een  destroyed  under  the  operation  of  a 
tatute  of  that  commonwealth.  The  Com- 
jfiissioner.  in  consequence,  made  personal 
lquiries  as  to  the  working  of  the  statute 
question  and  found  that,  in  so  far  as  could 
41 


be  ascertained,  no  prosecutions  had  ever  oeen 
undertaken  under  the  Act,  and  that  the 
Appellate  Court  of  that  State  had  had,  in 
consequence,  no  opportunity  of  interpreting 
its  provisions.  The  Commissioner  is  of  the 
opinion,  accordingly,  that  the  terms  of  this 
law,  even  if  adopted  in  Canada,  would  not 
afford  the  petitioners  the  relief  asked  for. 

Findings  of  the  Commissioner. 

Summing  up  in  brief  form  the  result  of 
his  investigations,  the  Commissioner  finds: — 

1.  That  the  contract  system  complained 
of  by  the  petitioners  does  in  fact  exist,  and 
is  in  general  use  in  the  cigarette  and  tobacco 
trade  in  Canada. 

2.  That  the  provisions  of  the  contracts  in 
question  are  not  illegal  either  under  the 
common  law  or  under  any  statutory  law 
heretofore  enacted  by  the  Parliament  of 
Canada. 

3.  That  the  manufacturers  of  cigarettes 
and  of  Canadian  tobacco,  other  than  the 
American  and  Empire  Tobacco  Companies, 
are  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  distribution  of 
their  goods  and  in  the  prosecution  of  their 
business  generally  by  reason  of  such  con- 
tract system. 

Consideration  of  Parliament  Recommended. 

To  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioner,  as 
thus  recorded,  a  recommendation  is  append- 
ed to  the  effect  that  '  the  extent  to  which 
legislative  control  over  the  freedom  of  con- 
tract should  be  exercised,  and  how  far  the 
rules  of  trade  can  be  interfered  with  by 
statutory  enactments  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest,  are  questions  of  policy  that 
should  be  taken  into  the  consideration  of 
parliament.' 
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TRADES  AND  LABOUR  CONGRESS,  INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  DOMINION 

GOVERNMENT. 


On  the  6th  of  April  a  deputation  of  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada 
waited  upon  the  Prime  Minister  and  the 
Ministers  of  Labour  and  Railways  and  sub- 
mitted for  the  consideration  of  the  Govern- 
ment the  following  resolutions  : — 

Proposed  Anti-contract  Labour  Bill. 

The  scope  and  operation  of  the  present 
Alien  Labour  Act  was  the  first  subject  intro- 
duced for  discussion.  The  three  leading- 
provisions  of  the  bill  as  submitted  were  as 

follows  : — 

1.  From  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act  it  shall 
be  unlawful  for  any  person,  company,  partnership  or 
corporation,  in  any  manner  to  prepay  the  transporta- 
tion, or  in  any  way  to  assist  or  encourage  the  import- 
ation or  immigration  into  Canada  of  any  person  who 
resides  out  of  Canada,  under  contract  or  agreement 
parole  or  special,  express  or  implied,  made  previous 
to  the  importation  or  immigration  of  such  person  to 
perform  labour  or  service  in  Canada. 

2.  All  contracts  or  agreements,  express  or  implied, 
parole  or  special,  hereafter  made  by  and  between  any 
person,  company,  partnership  or  corporation,  and  any 
person  who  resides  out  of  Canada,  to  perform  labour 
or  service  or  having  reference  to  the  performance  of 
labour  or  service  by  any  person  in  Canada,  previous 
to  the  importation  or  immigration  of  the  person  whose 
labour  or  service  is  contracted  for  shall,  be  void  and  of 
no  effect. 

3.  It  shall  be  deemed  a  violation  of  this  Act  for  any 
person,  partnership,  company  or  corporation  to  assist 
or  encourage  the  importation  or  immigration  into 
Canada  of  any  person  who  resides  out  of  Canada,  by 
promise  of  employment  through  advertisements 
printed  or  published  out  of  Canada ;  and  any  such 
person  coming  to  Canada  in  consequence  of  such  an 
advertisement  shall  be  treated  as  coming  under  a  con- 
tract as  contemplated  by  this  Act,  and  the  penalties 
by  this  Act  imposed  shall  be  applicable  in  such  case  : 
Provided,  that  this  section  shall  not  apply  to  skilled 
labour  not  obtainable  in  Canada,  as  provided  for  by 
section  six  of  this  Act. 

Certain  exceptions  to  the  operation  of 
these  provisions  were  included,  skilled 
mechanics  for  new  industries,  domestic  ser- 
vants and  immigrants,  being  named  as  not 
falling  under  its  provisions.  A  number  of 
amendments  relating  to  the  enforcement  of 
the  Act  were  also  proposed.  Of  the  latter 
one  suggestion  was  that  the  administration  of 
the  Act  should  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Minister   of    Labour.     The    clause   to    this 


and  returned  to  the  country  whence  he  came,  at  the 
expense  of  the  owner  of  the  importing  vessel,  or  of  the 
person,  partnership,  company  or  corporation  violat- 
ing the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

2.  '  The  Minister  of  Labour  shall  depute  an  officer 
whose  duties  it  shall  be,  upon  complaint  made  to  him 
that  the  provisions  or  any  of  the  provisions  of  this 
Act  are  being  or  have  been  violated,  to  make  immedi- 
ate inquiry  into  the  facts,  and  to  satisfy  himself  by 
sworn  testimony  or  by  such  other  means  as  he  may  in 
his  discretion  deem  advisable,  of  the  truth  or  falsity 
of  the  complaint,  and  upon  so  satisfying  himself,  such 
officer  shall  at  once  report  the  facts  to  the  said 
Minister. 

3.  '  If  the  report  of  such  officer  be  that  this  Act 
has  been  or  is  being  violated,  the  Minister  of  Labour 
shall  have  power,  notwithstanding  any  other  remedy 
provided  by  this  Act,  to  cause  such  immigrant  to  be 
taken  into  custody  and  returned  to  the  country 
whence  he  came,  as  provided  in  subsection  one  of  this 
section.' 

Amendments  to   the  Conciliation  Act. 

A  number  of  amendments  to  the  Con 
ciliation  Act  were  suggested.  It  was  pro- 
posed that  in  case  of  an  industrial  dispu 
it  should  be  obligatory  on  the  Minister 
Labour  to  appoint  a  conciliator  or  a  boa 
of  conciliation,  whether  or  not  an  application 
to  that  effect  had  been  received  from  t 
employers  or  workmen  interested.  It  was 
also  suggested  that  arbitration  should  be 
conceded  at  the  demand  oi:  either  party  tc 
the  difference,  and  not  simply  on  the  applica 
tion  of  both  parties  as  at  present.  Th* 
following  addition  to  section  5  of  the  present 
Act  was  recommended : — 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  arbitrator  to  take  evi 
dence  under  oath  regarding  the  matter  in  dispute  and 
after  having  carefully  considered  the  facts,  to  renie", 
a  decision  indicating  a  fair  basis  of  settlement, 
copy  of  which  shall  be  presented  to  the  parties  to  th 
dispute  and  he  shall  also  cause  its  publication  in  th 
Labour  Gazette. 


- 


effect  was 


as  follows  : 


1.  '  The  Minister  of  Labour,  in  case  he  shall  be  satis- 
fied that  an  immigrant  has  been  allowed  to  land  in 
Canada  cont  rary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  may  at 
any  time  cau  se  such  immigrant  to  be  taken  into  custody 


Resolutions  presented. 

The   following  is  a  verbatim   list  of  th 
various  resolutions   introduced  by  the  dep 
tation  : — 

Whereas  the  Indians  at  Cowichan,  B.C..  form  a: 
industrious  and  progressive  community  of  farmer 
and  fishermen  ;  and,  whereas  said  Indians  affirm  tha 
then  lands  have  been  encroached  upon  by  whit 
settlers  thus  leaving  them  without  sufficient  aceomnii 
dation  for  their  horses  and  cattle,  and  at  the  sani 
time  enable  them  to  grow  necessary  food  for  then 
selves  and  their  stock  ;  and,  whereas  the  Cowicha 
Union — which  is  composed  entirely  of  Indians 
requests  this  Congress  to  assist  them,  in  seeking  relit 
from  the  cause  of  their  grievances,  which  for 
years  has   caused   a  spirit  of   unrest   among  them 
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Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  that  this  Trades  and  Labour 
Congress  respectfully  requests  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment to  appoint  a  Commission  who  shall  hear  the 
Indians,  make  a  full  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  their 
troubles,  and  report  to  the  aforesaid  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment. 

Resolved,  that  as  the  Honourable  Mr.  Blair,  Min- 
ister of  Railways,  has  proposed  an  amended  Railway 
Act  to  come  before  the  next  session  of  the  Parliament 
of  the  Dominion,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Tiades 
and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada  that  there  should  be 
proper  safety  appliance  laws  incorporated  in  said  Act 
to  compel  all  railway  companies  to  put  air  brakes  on 
all  cars  and  engines  ;  automatic  couplers  on  all 
engines,  tenders  and  cars,  proper  ladders  on  cars, 
ends  and  sides,  that  couplers  be  of  uniform  height  and 
such  other  safety  appliances  as  will  insure,  to  a  greater 
extent,  the  lives  of  railway  men. 

We  the  letter  carriers  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada 
respectfully  request  the  Hon.  Postmaster  to  recom- 
mend, and  the  Dominion  Parliament  to  grant,  that 
the  salary  of  all  carriers  under  the  Civil  Service  Act 
of  1882-85  be  increased  to  $65  per  month.  Pro- 
visional allowance  not  included. 

We  further  respectfully  request  that  bill  No.  106 
be  so  amended  that  pay  be  allowed  for  seven  days  a 
week,  and  that  in  all  cases  of  bona  fide  sickness  or 
accident,  pay  be  allowed  for  same  on  presentation  of 
a  medical  certificate  to  thp  department  ;  and  that  a 
more  liberal  interpretation  be  given  to  the  reduction 
clause  of  the  bill. 

We  further  submit  for  your  most  favourable  consid- 
eration the  fact  that  owing  to  the  general  increase  of 
population  in  the  several  cities  of  our  Dominion  dur- 
ing recent  years,  that  the  cost  of  living  has  very 
materially  increased  and  is  still  increasing. 

That  wages  in  all  other  branches  of  labour  have 
largely  advanced.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  action  of 
the  several  municipalities  in  largely  increasing  the 
salary  of  their  employees  in  the  past,  and  especially 
so  during  the  year  1902. 

That  whereas  mechanics  and  labourers  directly 
employed  by  the  Government  of  Canada  and  the 
various  provinces  are  only  paid  their  wages  monthly, 
and  that  by  this  system  the  class  of  workmen  referred 
t>  suffers  much  injustice  as  well  as  loss  ;  be  it  resolved, 
that  the  Executive  be  instructed  to  bring  this  subject 
to  the  immediate  attention  of  the  Government,  with 
the  request  that  the  several  departments  be  directed 
to  pay  the  wages  of  the  said  employees  every  week. 

Whereas,  the  Manufacturers'  Association  has  de- 
clared its  intention  to  seek  an  increase  in  the  tariff, 
and,  whereas  the  injury  and  oppression  of  industry 
comes  not  from  the  various  industries  offering  to 
exchange  riches  for  riches,  but  from  the  extortions  to 
which  labour  is  subjected  by  the  holders  of  the  land, 
the  forests,  thp.  mines  and  other  natural  opportunities  ; 
thex'efore,  this  Congress  would  condemn  any  increase 
in  the  tariff,  and  would  urge  that  taxes  be  removed 


as  soon  as  possible  to  those  values  which  now  enable 
non-production  to  impoverish  industry. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  incoming 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Provinces  in  which  the 
Intercolonial  Railway  of  Canada  operates  to  use  every 
effort  to  have  the  wages  of  Truckers  advanced  to  the 
minimum  of  $1.50  per  day,  and  Checkers  to  the 
minimum  of  $40  per  month. 

Resolved,  that  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  incoming 
Executive  to  urge  upon  the  Dominion  Government 
the  justice  of  paying  all  Government  employees  for 
holidays,  when  the  departments  are  closed  down  by 
order  of  the  Government. 

That  whereas  the  strike  of  machinists  in  the 
Kingston  Locomotive  Works  was  brought  about  by 
the  unfair  attitude  of  the  company  in  promoting 
handy- men  to  positions  that  should  be  filled  by  ma- 
chinists, and  since  the  inauguration  of  the  strike  the 
company  has  imported  machinists  from  Scotland  to 
the  detriment  of  the  workmen  of  this  country  ;  and 
further,  this  company  has  used  the  agents  of  the 
Dominion  Government  to  induce  others  to  come  to 
this  country  for  the  purpose  of  filling  the  places  of 
the  strikers ;  and  whereas  this  company  has  persis- 
tently refused  all  fair  offers  made  by  its  former  em- 
ployees toward  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  matter 
in  dispute ;  and  whereas  this  company  receives  from 
the  Dominion  Government  large  orders  for  the  goods 
of  its  manufacture  and  at  prices  of  practically  its 
own  making,  and  much  above  what  the  goods  could 
be  procured  for  in  other  countries,  where  a  higher 
rate  of  wages  is  paid  than  here  ;  and  whereas  the 
courts  of  this  country  have  been  used  in  an  attempt 
to  force  its  old  employees  back  to  work  ;  therefore 
be  it  resolved,  that  this  Congress  herewith  places 
itself  on  record  and  calls  upon  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment, through  the  proper  Minister,  to  see  that  goods 
needed  for  the  use  of  and  paid  for  by  the  people  of 
this  country  be  purchased  from  companies  that  give 
due  regard  to  Canadian  workmen. 

That  it  be  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Dominion 
Government  that  the  Longshoremen's  International 
Union,  being  composed  of  bona  fide  citizens   of  St. 
John,  N.B.,   is  being  discriminated  against   in   the  , 
loading  and   unloading  of  subsidized  steamers,   and  I 
that  this  Congress  protests  against  this  treatment. 

That  it  be  an  instruction  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Congress  to  make  renewed  efforts  with 
a  view  of  having  all  union  labels  legally  registered  by 
the  Dominion  Government. 

Reply  of  the  Minister  of  Labour. 

Sir  William  Mulock,  on  behalf  of  the 
Government  stated  that  the  subjects  referred 
to  would  receive  careful  consideration. 


THE    COST  OF  LIVING   IN    CANADA 


* 


I.  Retail  Prices  of  Provisions. 

Published  herewith  is  a  series  of  statisti- 
cal tables  on  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada, 
lich  constitute  a   part   of  the  results  of  a 

It  has  been' decided  to  hold  over  the  article  on  the 
:parison  of  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada  and  the 
ted  States,  which  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Labour 
Me  was  announced  for  publication  in  the  present 
'ber,  until  after  the  tables  on  cost  of  living  in 
la  have  been  published. — Ed. 


special  investigation  by  the  Department  of 
Labour  into  this  subject.! 

The  tables  relate  to  the  retail  prices  of 
provisions,  and  have  been  compiled  so  as  to 
afford  a  convenient  basis  of  comparison  be- 
tween prices  obtaining  in  the   several  pro- 

t  For  an  account  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this 
investigation  and  the  methods  by  which  it  was  con- 
ducted, see  article  in  the  April  number  of  the  Labour 
Gazette,  page  778  on  The  Cost  of  Living  in  Canada. 
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10-12 

8-10 

10-12 

9-10 

8-11 

8-9 

10-11' 

8 

12 

New 
Brunswick. 


GROUP    A.— LOCALITIES   WITH    A 


~~st. 

John 

8-16 

4 

U 

9 

6 

12 

15 

7 

12 

14 

12 

13 

1 

8-16 

3-6 

10-14 

8-9 

4-5 

6  10 

12 

6-9 

10-14 

12-15 

Sh 

12-14 

12-15 

* 

2 

10-18 

3-10 

14-18 

8-10 

7-9 

10-12 

14-16 

7-8 

12-14 

14 

12 

14 

16 

M        .     ... 

3 

16 

3 

14 

10 

7 

11 

16 

6 

12 

12 

12 

12 

14 

4 

8-14 

3 

12-14 

8 

5 

8-12 

10-16 

5-12 

10-15 

10-14 

12 

12 

16-18 

it        .    . 

5 

18 

4 

15 

10 

5 

12 

16 

6 

15 

16 

14 

14 

16 

\ 

6 

12-16 

5 

12-16 

8-10 

7-8 

12-15 

14-15 

8-12 

12-16 

12-18 

12-15 

12 

14-16- 

*Choice  goods. 
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Bacon. 


Per  Lb. 


o 

s 


a 

Hi 

© 

— ■ 


ARTICLES. 


Lard. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 

Breac 

I. 

i 

X 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Doz. 

rO 

43 

— r 

I— ( 

* 

J_ 

,0 

© 

jO 

3 

0) 

a 

_ : 

a 

© 

a* 

a 

© 

bo 
eg 

© 

unodai 

u 

>> 

g 

eS 

of 

a; 

© 

•i— i 

o 

© 
O 

ce 
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i* 

»^ 
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£> 

<D 

© 

o 
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o 

-13 

ce 
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o 

cS 

fH 

3 

J 

u 

eg 

s 

* 

>> 

<-( 

o 

m 

pu 
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o 

H 

Q 

Ph 

Ph 

PQ 

pq 

Ph 

03 

© 


S3 

Ei 


POPULATION    OF    10,u00    AND    OVER. 

15 

a 

2* 

15 

12 

20-25 

25-28 

20-25 

13-17 

18-30 

25-05 

6 

1 

5 

h-lb. 
5 

5 

50-81 

30-60 

15-16 

14  15 

12 

15-17 

13-14 

24-25 

26-28 

21-23 

14-15 

24-26 

20-22 

5 

5 

5 

60-1.25 

60 

15 

12-15 

12 

15 

10-12 

18-24 

25-27 

18-25 

14-16 

20-24 

18-20 

6 

4-6 

4-6 

4-6 

40-1.00 

40-50 

14-15 

12-14 

12 

15 

22 

27 

21-24 

17 

£i 

18 

6 

5 

5 

5 

70 

60 

I2|-13| 

11-121 

10-12 

121-14 

.... 

20-23 

25 

20 

17 

221        18 

6 

5 

.... 

5 

70 

60 

POPULATION  OF  FROM  5,000  TO  10,000. 


14 

15 

15 

25 

20-25 

8 

5 

5 

60-1.50 

16-17 

11-14 

12-15 

10-13 

15 
12-15 

12 
12-13 

23-25 
20-25 

27 
25-28 

23 

18-20 

17 
14-15 

25 
20-25 

22-27 
17-23 

5 

5 
6 

60-80 
40-70 

12-14 

8 

5 

15 

13 

15 

15 

12 

25 

27 

22 

16 

12-28 

24 

8 

5 

4 

40-75 

16-17 

15-19 

14 

15 

40-60 

15 

12 

10-12 

12-16 

12 

23 

27 

22 

14-15 

20-27 

16-22 

7-8 

•  *  ■  ■ 

6 

6 

40-80 

15 

12i 

12i 

15 

12 

20 

22 

18 

16 

20 

18 

5 

•  • 

6 

6 

55 

15 

11 

14 

12 

20 

24 

22 

13 

15 

10 

5 

.... 

8 

8 

50 

25-50 

60 

50-60 

30-50 

40-60 

40 

30 

22 


POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN   5,000. 


15 

14 

16 

IK 

15 

16 

15-18 

11 

16 

12 

16 

14 

16 

14 

16 

14 

15 

15 

16 

15 

13 

18 

14 

14 

14-16 

13 

14 
15 
15 
13 
13 
12-14 
14-15 

13 
15 
14 
15 
15 
15 
13 
12 


15 
15 
18 
15 
15 
15 
14-16 

15 
16 
16 
16 
15 
17 
15 
15 


13 

12 


12 

14 

12-14 


12 
14 
15 
13 
13 


13 


20-22 

18 
25-28 
20 
23 
20 
25 

18-20 

20-22 

25 

23 

20-22 

23 

22-23 

22-24 


22-24 

24 

22 

24 

•25 

25 


20-22 

20-22 
27 
26 

22-25 
27 

25-27 


18-20 

15 
19 
17 

18 
20 

16-18 

18 
21 
23 

16-18 
22 

20-21 


14-16 
14 

15 


15 
16 
16 

15 
16-18 
16 
16 
15 
16 
15-16 


13-25 
25 

15-20 
15 
18 

12-20 

12-25 

12-25 
10-20 
20-25 
18-25 
20-25 
16-25 
16-28 


11-22 
10 

10-12 
14 
15 


8-18 
18-23 
18-25 
16-22 

14-25 


5-6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
5 
6 

4 
6 
t 

7 

6-7 

8 

8 


10 

4 


10 
8 
7 

10 
5 

5 
4 
6 

"l 
7 


10 

8 

10 


40-1.00 

50 

50-1.00 

60 

50 

40-80 

45-90 

50 

50-1.00 

40-1.00 

50-80 

40-1.00 

80 

45-80 

50 


30-50 
37 

25-60 
50 
25 

25-40 

35-80 

20 
40-50 
40-60 
40-60 
30-40 

50 
40-60 
30-40 


POPULATION   OF   10,000   AND   OVER. 


18 

11-13 

18 

14 

u 

9-11 
14 

12 

16 
12-15 

U 

10-12 

14 

14 

12-14 

12 

12-15 

16 

14-16 

16 

15 

14-16 

16 

14-16 

13 

14-16 

14 

25 
18-26 
20-28 

20 

18-22 
18-22 

28 
20-28 
22-30 

25 

25-28 
24-26 

20-25 

18-26 

20-24 

18 

16-20 
23-25 

16-18 

13-16 

15 

14-16 
14-16 

16-26 

24-30 

18-30 

25 

14-30 
15-35 

75-05 

20-26 

14-25 

11 

12-28 
15-25 

6 

6 

5  6 

"*6 

6 
6 

6 
6 
6 

1.00 

50-80 

50-1.00 

1.00 

80-1.00 
40-70 

50-60 

30-50 

50 

50 

16-18 

18 

14-18 

5-6 
6 

lib. 

3-5 

3 

2  lbs 
6 
6 

2  lbs 
6 
6 

40-75 
20-35 
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d 

ARTICLES. 



Beef. 
Per  Lb. 

Veal. 

Mutton. 

Pork. 

p 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

r— ■. 

Fh 

© 

p 

Locality. 

'5 

£ 

c3 

© 
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© 

© 

© 

© 

-u 

Jh 

-t> 

o 
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© 
u 

be 

03 

a3, 

xn 

s 

OS 

a: 

© 

J- 

bJD 

T3 
© 

as 
© 

© 
■*a 

S 

tr. 

H 

© 

c 

o    - 
m 

1 

o 
O 

O 

6 

O 

Pa 

© 

Xfl 

rv 

08 

Prince  Ed- 
ward Island. 


GROUP  A— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Cbarlottetown. 

12-14 

5 

12  14 

10 

5 

8-10 

12 

8-10 

10-12 

12 

12 

10-12         14 

Quebec. 

GROUP  A.— WITH  A  POPULATION 

Hull. 


ii 

ii 


Montreal. 


Quebec. 


34 
35 
36 
37 
47 
48 
49 

50 

51 


Ste.  Cunegonde 

St.  Henry 

St.  Louis,  Mile 
End 


Sherbrooke. 


53a 
53b 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 

72 
74 

81 

82 
83 
84 
85 
86 


10-12 

7-8 

8-12 

6-9 

8-12 

6-10 

8-12 

6-9 

10-12 

7-8 

1.2-15 

7-8 

14 

6 

10 

3-5 

8-10 

6 

12 

10-124 

10-124 
10-15 


10-15 

11-13 

8-12 

12-15 

12 

10 

10 

"l2 

10-12 

8-10 


5-9 
7-9 

4-7 

5 

8 

7-8 

8-9 

"5-8 

8-9 

8-10 


100 
101 


7-10 

3-7 

12-15 

7-8 

12 

8 

7-12 

5-8 

10-15 

6-8 

12-18 

7-10 

10-25 

5-8 

8-121 

3-5 

12* 

4 

10-124 

3-5 

12-15 

12 

9-12 

10-12 

12^ 
13-14 
10-15 
12-15 
12 
10-12 
10-12 

'  12 
12 

12 

124 
10-12 

12-15 
13 
9-12 
10-15 
10-17 
10-15 

124 

124 


6-7 
10 


9-12 


10 

8 
8 


10 

10-11 

8-12 

10-12 

10 

9 

10 

10 

8-10 

10 

10 


5-6 

4-8 

6-8 

7-8 

8 

8-12 

6 

5 

7-8 

5-8 
9-10 

5-8 

6-10 

8 

5-10 

7-10 


8-9 


7-12 

8-10 


8-10 
10-12 
9-10  12-121 
10 

15 

15 

12-15 


10-15 

11 

7-10 


10 

10-12 

10-11 
8-12 
12 
10 
10 
10 


10 

10 

8-10 

6  8 

8-12 

7-10 

8 

10 
8 


10 
7-10 
8-12 

8-10 

5-7 

7-10 

7 

7 

6-10 

6-10 

5-10 

6-8 

10 
6 


12 

8-12 

10-15 

12-18 
8-10 

8-15 

11 

10 

8-12 

10-13 

8-12 

10-12 


12 

12£-15 

"  12 

8-12 

12-15 

12 

10-15 

10-15 

12 
8-12 
8-12 

12-18 


10-15 

10 

12-15 

12-15 

124 

12\ 


9 

6-10 

6-8 

7-10 
8 

8-12 

7 

6-8 

9-10 


in        10 

8-12  10-12| 

10-12  10-12 


9-12 
12 

10-15 
12 

10-12 


10-12 
12 

10-12 
12 

10-12 


12-17  12-17 

15  10-] 24 
8-10   10-1^ 


9 
7-9 

6-10  8-10  10-12 

8-10  10  12 

8  10-15  12-20 

6-8  8-10 '  10 

7-8  8-10  10 

10  12 

7-10  8-12  8-10 

8-121  9-12  10-12 


12-15  12-15 


121.... 

10   121 


6-10 
10 

8 
6-12 
6-10 
6-10 

8 

10 
8 


10-12 

14 

12 

8-15 

If -15 

10-15 

Uh 

12£ 
10 


10-15 
13 
10 
10-15 
12-15 
10-15 

m 


12 

11-13 
10-12 
11-13 
12 
13 
124 
12 

11-12 

12-15 

9-12 

10-12 

10 

12 

10-12 

11-12 

11 

10-12 

10-12 

10-12 

13 
11-12 

12-14 

12 

12 

11-13 

13-15 

9-14 

in-12h 


11 


12 
-13 


124    10 
124  10-124 


U 

14-15 

14-15 

13-15 

14 

14-15 

14 

13 

17 

15 
15-17 
12-15 

15 
15-17 
12-14 
13-15 

12 

14 
13-14 
13-14 

12    15 

12  15-16 


11-13 

12 

12 

124 

12 

12 

14 

11  13 

10-12 
12 
12 
10 

12-13 
12 

10-12 
12 

11-12 


12-14 

11 

12 

10-12 

12-13 

9-14 

IS 

13, 
13 


15 
15 
15 

14-15 
17-18 

13-17 
15 

15 
15 


GROUP  B.— POPULATION" 


Levis 

11      

Three  Rivers. 


41 

10-12 

8-10 

8-10 

8-10 

15 

15 

11 

8-12 

8-12     8-12 

11 

11 

42 

12 

8 

12 

10 

6 

10 

10 

8 

12         12 

12 

12 

8-15 

6-10 

8-15 

10-12 

7-10 

6-9 

7-10 

8-12 

9-12     9-12 

10-15 

12 

106 

10-12 

6-8 

12 

8 

8 

10 

10 

8 

10         12 

11 

12 

107 

10-15 

6-8 

10-15 

8-10 

10-12 

10-12 

10-15 

8-10 

10-12    10-12 

10  13 

10-13 

15 

17 

15 


Very  large  firm. 


t  High  class  of  goods 


X  Best  quality. 
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ARTICLES. 


Bacon. 

Lard. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 

1 

iread. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb 

Per  Doz. 

J3 

. 

CO 

,Q 

^Q 

12 

u 

c3 

XX 

u 

£ 

S3 

03 

a 

H3 

. 

03 

CT1 

a 

S3 

of 

© 
be 
cS 

on 

03 

S3 
3 

o 

Q 

c 

>> 

>> 

a 

C5 

oT 

03 

^3 

03 

U 

03 

03 
-(J 

•r-l 

03 

O 

S3 
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O 
+a 
c3 

03 

1— J 

J- 

© 

^3 

03 

03 

o 

X 

O 

+a 

s 

02 

3 

Ph 

o 

e3 

Q 

Q 

O 

u 

Pn 

§ 

is 

PQ 

O 

POPULATION  OF  10,000  AND  OVER. 


03 


03 

of 


15 


(1-lb. 

12 

12 

15 

14 

24 

25-26 

20-23 

16    10-20 

,  . 

5 

4       4 

4 

25-50 

20 


10,000  AND  OVER. 


u 

12 
13-14 

13 
12-13 

'i3 
14 
12 

13 

"l2-13 

11-13 
12 

10-12 
10 
12 
12 
12 
10 

10-12 

14 
14 

12  14 

11-12 
13-14 
10-14 

m 

13 

IC 
10-12 
10-12 
10-12 

m 

12 
12 

.     io 

10-12 

15 

12-13 

10-12 

10-12 

12 

8 

12 

12 

12 

13 

10-12 

12 
9 

12 
12 

10 

10! 

12i-15[ 

10-12! 

m 

10 

12J 

»   12-14 
12-14 

i         15 
j  14-15 

14 

15 

13 

12 

15 

14 

12 

12-15 

13 

15 

12 

14 

15 

12 

13-14 

10-11 

121 
14 

14 
13 

m 

12 
12-15 
13-17 

15 

ib| 

12-13 

22 
22-25 

24 
22-25 

20 
14-15 

15 
13-18 

12-2/ 
10-15 

\  5-6 
5-6 

| 
1 

i 

86 
20-4C 

»         25 

16-17 

# 

10 

13-15 

12-13 

"l3 
11 
10 

12 

12* 

20-25 

23 

20-23 

19-20 

• 

25 

26 

20-23 

22 

25-26 

25 

18-24 

19-25 

25 

22-24 

22-25 

25 

24 

22-25 

24-26 

25-27 
25 

25 

19-22 

21 

16-20 

21 

■  *  •  i 

14-ie 

11-14 

18-50 

35 

15-25 

10-24 

16-24 
16-25 
12-25 
17-40 
16-40 
16-25 
12-30 
20-25 
22 
16-30 
20-25 

13-30 
16 

17-28 

12-30 

18 

10-15 

l 

14-15 
16 

6-7 

< 

14 

6 

75 

50 

15 
17 

17-18 

5 
4-5 

3  lbs 

7 

6  lbs 

16 

4 
16 

6 

i     14 

25-50 
40-1.00 

55 

60 

f 

40-80 
40-66 
50-80 

40 

40 
40 

15-17 

12-16 

15 

10 

8-9 

8 

13 

9 

10 
12 

12-13 

10-12 

1 

12 

26-30 

17-22 

17-20 

22 

17-20 

18-22 

22 

20 

17-22 

18-22 

20-23 
20 

20 

20-24 

17-20 

20 

19-20 

20-22 

20 

18 

18-21 

18-23 

19-23 

15 
9-13 

is 

10 

12-15 

15 

15 

16  19 

12  20 
15-25 
15  23 
18-22 

7-8 

6-8 

6-8 

5 

5  6 

4 

16 



30 
25-60 

15-17 

30 

12-14 
13-15 

. .  . 

14-16 

.... 

25 

13 

13 

13 

10-16 
12-20 

13-19 
14-22 

12-13 

'  6 
6-7 

14-16 

p.  lb 

3i 

4 

20-60 
30-1.00 

75 
75 

00-1.10 
90-1.15 

15-20 

12-14J 
17 

14 

.... 

15-25 
40 

17 

60 

17 
17 

i 



50-60 

16 

" 

13-14 

17-18 
13-18 

io-i2 

12-14 

22 
18-25 

28 
21-27 

22 

15 

15-40 

13-22 

5-7 

5 

4-5 

2i-3 

55-70 

35-50 

15 
15 

16-25 

15 

13-30 

15-20 

5-6 

5  lbs 
18 

2£ 

60- 

$1.20 

25 

15     m 

25-28 

... 

i 

T 

FROM  5,000  TO  10,000. 


15 

12 

14 

22 

24 

19 

14 

15-22 

5 

5 

16 

40-50 

20 

17 

ii 

12* 

16 

12 

25 

23 

21 

15 

15 

12 

5 

50 

35 

U-15 

io-m 

13-15 

11-12% 

25 

25 

21-24 

U-15 

15-30 

15-20 

5-6 

2± 

70-80 

25 

13 

12 

12 

15 

12 

22 

22 

12 

25 

20 

6 

6  lbs 
1.5 

61bs 
15 

6  lbs 
12 

75 

20 

12-14 

14 

10 

12 

12-18 

22-25 

25 

20 

15 

15-25 

12-20 

5-6 

50 

25 
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o 

03 
u 
03 

03 

ARTICLES. 

Beef. 

Veal. 

Mutton. 

Pork. 

-2 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

03 

Locality. 

be 
_£ 

'■+3 

Xtl 

c3 
O 

si 
o 

V 

m 

t5 

03 

a 

s- 

O 

o 

u 

© 

S- 

e3 

P 
O4 

03 

o 

03 
■0 
U 

a* 
C 

s 

■a 

© 

■43 

o 

c 

03 

03 
U 

0 

PR 

be 

03 

0 

O 

m 
03 
U 

03 

- 

o 
m 

1— 1 

Quebec—  Con. 

GROUP  C- 

LOCALITIES  WITH  A 

Asbestos 

l 
2 

10-12 
10-12 

5-7 
5-6 

10-12 
10-12 

8 
6-7 

10 
9-10 

10 

8-10 
8-10 

10-12 
10-12 

8-10 
10-12 

13 
10-11 

124 

13-14 

17 
16 

Buckingham  . . 
ii 

3 
5 

9-12 

7-8 
6 

10-12 

9-10 

8 

7 
5 

10 

8 

10 
10 

8 
5 

10 
10 

9 
10 

11-12 
12£-14 

11-13 
12|-14 

16-17 

18 

Brownsburg . . . 
Cap  de  la  Mag- 

Causapscal .... 
Clarenceville . . 

4 
6 

7 
8 
9 

8-10 

8 

10 

8-10 
7-11 

4-6 

5 

8 

8-10 

3 

9-10 
10 

12 
8-10 
9-12 

5-7 

10 
10 

6-10 
6 

5 

10 

5 

8-12 

7 

6 
12 

8 

10-15 

•   6 
12 
10 

6-10 

9 

7 
9 

8 

8-11 
11 

8 
10 
10 

10 

10 
10 
11 

10-12 
10 

12 

12 

9-1H 

11-13 
13 

11 
16 
11 

13-15 
15 

16 

18 
13 

Coteau     Land- 
ing  

Coteau     Land- 
ing  

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

10-12 

10-12 

7-12 

9-11 

10-12 

6 

5 

3-6 

6-8 

4-8 

'  12 

10 

12-15 

12-13 

10-12 

8 
7-8 
5-9 

6-7 

7-8 

8 
4-6 

8 

9-10 

7 

10 

6-8 
12 

10 

8-9 

12 

10-12 

15 

6-8 

8 

8 
4-6 

8 

10-11 

7-8 

12 

8-10 

12 

11 

8  9 

12 

10-12 
10 

12 

10 

12 
10  12 

m 

11-13 
12-13 

12 
12 

14 

11 
12 

16 
14 
16 

14-15 

13-14 

Cowansville . . . 
M          ... 

15 
16 

10-12 
12-12| 

5-7 

8 

10-12 

8 

7-10 
9 

6-8 
6 

10-12 

m 

12-15 
15 

12 
12 

15 
15 

15 
12i 

12 

12-14 

12 
12-14 

15-18 

16-17 

Danville 

•1          .... 

Disraeli 

Dru'mond  ville . 

17 
18 
20 
21 
22 
22b 

23 

7  12 
8-10 

10 
8-10 

12 
8-10 

•    8-10 

3-6 

4-6 

5 

6-8 

8 
6-7 

3-4 

10-12 
10-12 

10 
8-10 

10 
10-12 

10-12 

7-10 
5-7 

'"  8 

8 
5-6 

7 

10 

6-8 
8 

12 

1U 

7 

"l2 

8-10 

6-8 

7 

io 

3-4 

10-12 
10 

10-12 

10 

7 

10  12 

10-12 
12 

10-12 
12 
11 

12 

12-14 
12 
15 

13-14 
14 

15 

16 
15 
16 

ii 
Dunham 

*  12i 
12-14 

12-14 

15 

Eastman 

4 

6-7 

16 

it          .... 
Fraserville .... 

24 

25 
26 

27 

12 

10 

10-12 

10-12 

6-8 
5 

3-6 
6 

12 

12 

10-12 

10-12 

8 
8 
8 

6-7 

8 

5-10 

FT 

t 

8  9 

10 

8-12 

9 

10-12 
10 

12-15 
10 

10 

10 

8-10 

8 

12 

15 

10-15 

10 

12 

15 

10-15 

12 

12 

12 
12 
12 

12 

12 

10-12 

14 

17 
18 
16 
17 

ii          .... 
Granby.. 

Grenville 

28 
29 
30 
31 

10 

8-9 

10-12 

9-12 

7 
5-6 

5 
5-7 

10 

10 

10-12 

9-10 

's 

8 
6-8 

7-8 
5 
6 

6-8 

10 

10 

10 

9-10 

10 

10 

9 

6-8 

8 

8-10 

8-9 

8-10 

12 

15-20 

9-10 

8-10 

12 

12-15 

10 

10-11 
12 
12 

11-12 

12 

11 

12 

12-121 

15 

15-18 
18 
17 

Hemmingford . 
Henryville  .... 
Huntingdon. . . 
it          ... 
Les     Eb  o  u  1  e- 

ments 

Marble  ton 

ii          .... 

32 
33 
38 
39 

40 
43 
44 

8 

9 
10-12£ 

12 

10-11 

8 
9 

4 
6 
5 

5-8 

6-7 
3 

8-10 

10 

121-15 

12 

9-11 
12 
10 

17 

1 

8 
10 

10 
12 

5 

9 
9 
8 

6 
10 

6-10 
10 
12 
10 

9 
11 

7 

9 

15 

12 

12 
12 

7 

.      S 

8 

8 

8 
10 

11 

5 

10 

12 

12 
11 

8 
10 

m 

12 

10-11 
12 

12 

10 
11 

io -m 

12 

10 
11 
12 

10-11 

12 

12| 

14 

12-13 

12i 

14 

15 

13 

15-18 

17 

15 
17 

Lake  Megantic 

45 

6-8 

4-5 

8-10 

5-8 

7-10 

•6-7 

5-6 

10-12 

7-9 

12 

12-14 

16-17 

r  These  are  average  prices  for  March, 
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IN  CANADA—  Continued. 
of  Provisions — Continued. 


•      ARTICLES. 

Bacon. 

Lard. 

Butter. 

Eg 
Per 

■gs. 

Bread. 

GO 

r— 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb 

Doz. 

•n 

( 

jz 

u 

2 

JS 

0) 

>~* 

3 

CD 

u 

r-4 

13 

. 

CO 

CT 

rv 

CD 

CD 
M 

C 

s 

cd 

w 
CD 
he 

GO 

CD 

O 

U 

CD 

s 

oT 

cc 
CD 

go 

T3 

CD 

CD 

•     CD 

O 
l-H* 

a 

CD 

c 

e3 

© 

3 

s. 

a 

CP 

x> 

CD 

© 

CD 

Jl 

0 

-u> 

U 

a 

s- 

e3 

s 

0 

o5 

u 

53 

,.fl 

Eh 

5 

a 

!£ 

>> 

ij 

O 

£3 

XII 

o 

m 

Ph 

O 

Q 

0 

H 

O 

fe 

P4 

PQ 

PQ 

Ph 

H 

POPL 

LATI 

ON  01 

i1  LESJ 

3  THAN  5,0( 

)0. 

•. 

5ilb 

p.  bag 

p.  bag 

15 

14 

m 

15 

10 

18 

20 

18 

10-12 

12-20 

*        >    ■    •    . 

4-5 

•       *        •        • 

15 

60-90 

40 

15 



10 

15 

12 

20-22 

22-25 

18-20 

13-14 

15-25 

4-5 

15 

p.  lb 

60-80 

p.  lb 

17-18 

12 

\2h 

14 

8-9 

15-18 

22-25 

17-22 

14-15 

16-25 

18 

0 

3 

6 

50-80 

20 

18 

... 

121-15 

15 

6  lbs 

13- 

11-13 

10 

10 

13-15 

10 

18-20 

21 

17-22 

11-15 

12-25 

15 

3-4 

14 

15 

5 

30-60 

25-40 

16 

11 

11 

12^ 

15 
11 

14 
10 

13 

25 

25 

22 

12 

24 

16 

5 

2£ 

2         80 

25 

18 

..... 

"10 

20-22 
14 



22-25 

.  .  . 

22-25 
20 

14-16 

15-25 

.... 

6-8 
5 

3 

25-60 
50 

25-60 

6  lbs 

14 

12 

12 

14 

12 

20 

25 

18-20 

12 

25 

20 

0 

2i 

15 

60 

20 

14 

12 

12 

14 

12 

20 

22 

18 

14 

18-25 

10-20 

4-5 

10 

....    30-50 

15-30 

15 

12 

13 
12 

12 

11-12 
12 

15 

14-15 

15 

13 
12 

20 
23-25 

22 
' 23-25 

18 

* 

18-20 

15 

12-25 

5 

5-7 
5-6 

3 

40-75 

20 

35 

15 

13  15 

13-20 

13-15 

3 

13 

13 

40 

30 

6  lbs 

15-18 

12-13 

11-12 

14-18 

10-13 

20-22 

21-25 

12-15 

10-20 

10-18 

4-5 

2A 

16 

15 

35  $1 

25 

17-18 

m 

16 

124 

23 

12-30 

20 

5 

3 

3 
6  lbs 



b5 

18 

12 

12 

15 

10 

16-20 

24-25 

15-18 

14-16 

12-25 

12-20 

5 

24 

15 

2i 

50-90 

20-40 

15 

10 

12 

14 

10 

23 

25 

20 

15 

•       25 

18 

5 

8 

60 

25 

14 

12 

15 

12 

25 

20 

14 

25 

22 

5 

14 

85 



•  •  •  «  • 

12 

11-13 

13-15 

20-25 

22-25 

20-23 

15-25 

4 

5 

15 

40-00 

30 

14 

13 
12 

15 
12 

12 

20 

25 

15 

25 

5 



15 

.... 

60 

30 

3  lbs 

14 

10 

15 

18 

21-22 



12-25 

.    . .    . 

4-5 

8 
6  lbs 

50-$l 

6  lbs 

4  lbs 

16-17 

12! 

10 

15 

13 

18-23 

22-25 

18-22 

12-14 

12-24 

12-22 

4-6 

14 

14 

14 

40-85 

35-45 

18 

16 

12 

16 

12 

23 

23 

26 

14 

25 

16 

5 

10 

16 

12 

50 

25 

17 



10-11 
13 

15 
16 

15-25 

13 

6 

6  lbs 

6  lbs 

13 

14 

15 

18-20 
22-24 

20-23 
25 

20 

13 
14-15 

14-25 
22-25 

20 

5-6 
5 

18 
3 

18 

7 

14 
10 

75 

18 

12 

io 

50-60 

18 

14 
11-121 

10 
14-15 

15 

15 

12 
12-13 

20 
20-22 

25 
20 

20 
16-18 

'  12-1*4 

12-25 
15-20 

15-20 
12-14 

4-5 

5 

40-75 
75-81 

40 

16-17 

3^-4 

15  16 

15-16 

50-65 

6  lbs 

13 

10 

12 

19-22 

17-20 

13 

20 

5 

14 

5 

60-70 

40 

12 

10 

12 

15 

20 

22 

19 

14 

10-22 

3-4 

13 

50 

20 

12£ 

12i 
14 

124-15 
'  12 

15 
15 

12i 

20 

25 

20 

60 
60 

40-50 
50 

50 

17 

40 

20-21 
18 

12-13 
10 

10-20 
15 

5 
5 

'"3 

15 

8 

"*3 

15 

11 

12* 

16 

11 

18 

16 

25 

15 

12 

12 

15 

22 

20 

18 

14 

20 

18 

5 

3 

6  lbs 

2 

60 

25 

15-17 

10-12 

14-15 

.    . . . 

.... 

23-24 

19-22 

12-13 

18-23 

16-22 

5-6 

'21 

15 

.... 

55-70 

40 
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THE  COST  OF  LIVING 
I. — Retail    Prices 


\ 

ARTICLES. 

Beef. 

Veal. 

Mutton. 

Pork. 

,£ 

6 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

3 

Locality. 

T3 

% 

m 

<& 

5- 

9 

CD 

1) 

<v 

o 

43 

in 

43 

0 

o 

G 

'-5 

-4J 

0) 

p4 

cr1 

CO 

CD 

-*3 

a1 

BD 

r« 

T3 

© 

<-*. 

EG 

c5 

a. 

a 

S 

CD 

to 

o 

33 

03 

g 

d> 

O 

Q 

^ 

o 

o 

•  .-* 

r* 

o 

® 

s 

c» 

~ 

X 

M 

m 

# 

D 

PE| 

W 

o 

ft 

1-5 

O 

fc 

72 

w 

Quebec. — Con. 


GROUP  C. -LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


St.  Thomas, 

Montmagny . 
Pointe  aux 

Trembles . . 
Richelieu 

Village . . 
Riviere 

Beaudette . . 

Rock  Island. . . 

St.  Aime 

St.  Andrews, 

East. , 
St.  Basile  le 
.    Grand . 

St.  Bruno 

Ste.  Cecile 

de  Milton . 

St.  Clet 

Cap  Chat.     . . 
St.  Eugene 

de  L'Islet.. 
St.  Hippolyte. , 
St.  Hughes  . .  . 
St.  Hyacinthe. 
ii  . . 
St.  Jovite 


St.  Justin 

St.  Octave 

de  Metis . . 

St.  Paul(Ville) 

St.  Polycarpe. . 

St.  Raymond. . 

St.  Theodore 

d'Acton . 

Ste.  Therese. . 

St.  Thomas 

de  Joliette . 

ii 

St.  Vincent 

de  Paul. 


St.  Zotique. . 
Sault  au 

Recollet. 
Shawenegan. 


Stanfold  

Thetford  Mines 


Yamachiche 


46 

52 

61 

62 

,  63 
64 

65 

66 

67 

68 
70 
71 

73 

75 
7(5 
77 
78 
79 

80 

87 
88 
89 
90 

91 
92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 
98 

99 
102 
103 
104 

105 
108 


8 

12 

10-12 

8-11 

12^-15 
9 

9-12 

12 

7-12 

8-10 
7-9 
7-9 

5-7 

6-12 

7-9 

10 

8-10 

10 

5-5J 

10-12 

7-10 
8-10 

10 
10 

10 
8-10 

12 

8-12 

10-14 
10 

10-12 

8-9 

9-12 

10-12 

10-12 

7-8 


5 

8 

4-8 

4-6 

5-6 

7 

6-7 

7-8 

5-6 

5-6 
5-7 
5-7 

4-S 

4-8 
6-7 
6-8 

4-8 
6-8 

4-4J 

6 

6-7 

6 

7-8 

5-8 

7 

7 
4-6 

5-8 

6-8 

6-8 
7 

7-9 
5-6 
6-7 
4-8 

7-8 
5-7 


10 

13 

10-12 

10-12 

12^-15 

'  10 

10 

12 

9-12 

8-10 

10-12 

7-9 

6-8 

6-12 

7-9 

10-15 

8-12 

12 

7-8 

9 

10-12 

10-12 

8-10 

10 

9 

12 
12 

12 

10 

10-14 
12 

10 

8-9 

10-12 

10-12 

10-12 
8-10 


10 


10 


13 


6-8 


8-15 


12 

7 
10 

i 

7-8 
6-8 


5 

8 
8-15 

8-9 

7-8 
6 


12 

3-6 

5 
6 

5-8 

6 
6-12 

8-10 

"8 

3 

5 

8 


8 
10 


11 

10-12! 

8 


6 
12 


6 

8 
6-8 

8 

7 

6-8 


6 

5-8 
8-15 

8 
6 


11 

4-7 

8 

8 

6-9 

7 

6-13 

8 

10 

10 

34 

8 
10 

7 


10 


9-10 

12 

8  9 

8-12 


12 

15 

7 

8-9 
12g 

4-7 
8 


i 

8-9 

12-15 

10-12 
7| 


4-5 

6 
5-9 

7 

10 

10-11 

10 

34 


10 

io 

10 
12 


5-10 
12 

8-9 

10-12 
8 

12 

7 

7-8 

7-10 

6 

(i 


5 

12 

8-10 

14 

8-10 
12 

10 

94-10 

5  10 

8 
7-8 
3-4 

6-7 

5-10 

8 

10 

io 

8-10 


8-10 
8 


7 
10 


8 

15 

12-18 


124-15 
8 

10-12 

12 

6-10 

10 

12 

5 

7-8 
6-12 

10 

'  ii 


10 
15 

12-18 

15 

124 
12 

10 

15 

4-9 

10 

10 

4 

7-8 
6-10 


10-12 

8 

10 


12 

4-5 

13 

9-10 


10 

10-15 

10 


10-12 
10 


8 


7-8   10-14 
12 


7  9 

6-8       4-5 

7-10   10-12 


7-8 
8 


10 
12 


5-6 

131 

10-12 

10-14 

8 

12 
9 

8-10 
10-12 

10-12 
10 


10 

14 

11-12 

10-13 

124 

11 
12 

124 

9-13 

10-12 

10-12: 

8-10 

10 

12 
10-11 

10 
10-11 

12 

10-11 

9 
11 
11 
12 

12 

11 

11 
11-12 

12 

12 

10-13 
12 

12 
11 

11-12 
12 

11 
11-12 


11 
12 

10 

14-17 

124 
12 

13 

124 

8-13 


15 

15 

15-16 

12-16 

15 
13 

17 

14 

15-16 


12  15-17 

12  15 

10-12  12 

12-13  12-13 

12  15 


12 

12 

12-13 

13 

12-13 

13 

11 

11 
14! 

15 
11 


15 
16 


15 


16 
16 
15 
16 

16 
13 


13  15 

12-13  14-15 

12  15 

12  14-15 


10-13 
14 

13 

14 
13 
13 

12-13 

12 


18 
18 

16 
15 
16 

17 

16 
16 
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IN   CANADA — Continued. 
of  Provisions — Continued. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
Statistical  Tables,  Series  E.,  No,  5 


ARTICLES. 


Bacon. 

Lard. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 
Per  Doz. 

Bread 

• 

CO 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb 

CO 

-O 

+3 

r* 

3 

.C 

cS 

X> 

^3 

© 

■—' 

E3 

«H 

J- 

& 

■ri 

. 

S-i 
03 

C 

CD 

CD 

. 

as 

c 

>> 

S-t 

CU 

CD 

'-J— 

CO 

CD 

M 

o 

a 

CD 

be 

eS 

a5 

o 

>> 

CD 

of 

CO 
CD 

3D 

*0 

CD 

CD* 

O 

1? 
O 
45 

c3 

EC 

'8 

p 

h 

c 

•  1— t 

CD 

-O 

CD 

CD 

o 

,c 

o 

+3 

S-i 

g 

S- 

c3 

0 

o 

c3 

J- 

£ 

-C 

*h 

cS 

s 

t 

>j 

h 

0 

3 

m 

o 

Xfl 

Oh 

O 

Q 

O 

H 

O 

rM 

Ph 

M 

M 

pj 

H 

POPULATION  LESS  THAN  5,000— Con. 


12 

.... 

p. lb 

6  lbs 

6  lbs 

•    • 

15 

15 

10 

15 

10 

20 

26 

23 

18 

15 

11 

5 

4 

14 

12 

65 

50 

14 

11-14 

12 

11-12 

12 
13-14 

10 
11-12 

22-27 

18-23 

22-27 
20-24 

20-24 

15-18 

15-35 
12-20 

12-20 

5-6 
5 

60-80 
60-90 

11-15 

21 

15 

2  lbs 

3  lbs 

3  "lbs 

15 

121 

io-m 

14 

20-22 

22-25 

17-20 

14-15 

15-25 

, 

5-6 

8 

10 

10 

40-50 

20-25 

10 

10 

15 

20 

22 

18 

9 

12-20 

18 

4 

3 
3  lbs 

13 
3  lbs 

•10 
3  lbs 

60 

30 

p.  bag. 

18 

14 

12 

15 

20-25 

22-25 

20 

12-16 

14-22 

5 

8 

8 

8 

50-75 

50 

13£ 

10 

10 

14 

.    11 

18-20 

24-25 

23 

14 

22 

15 

5 

13 

12 

55 

4  lbs 

6  lbs 

15-16 

9-10 

13-15 

11-12 

19-22 

21-25 

18-20 

10-12 

15-35 

12-25 

4-5 

.... 

15 

12-13 

40-60 

. . 

12 
11 

15 

15 

13-15 

12 
14 

12 

"l6 
18 

23 
20 

18-22 

21 

16-18 
16-20 

15 

13 

12 
10-15 

12-15 
18-25 

3-6 
4 

30-35 

30-55 
50-75 

12 

10 
15 

12 

i2 

30 

16 

3-4 

14 

14 

ii 

10 
10 

15 
12 

io 

18-25 

20-25 

20-22 

14 

14-15 

15-25 

13-20 

5 

14 

14 

50-1.00 

40-50 

io 

10 
12 

13-14 
13 

12 

12 

""25 

"30 

'  is 

"i2 

'  25 

14 

80 

6  lbs 

6  lbs 

: 



10-12 

15-16 

121-13 

18-20 

20-24 

20-30 

4 

12-14 

6  lbs 

10-12 

50-70 

.... 

16 

,  . 

10 

8 

18 

*   •   '  ■    • 

-  *   • 

18 

m 

5 

14 

14 

50 

50 

16 

12 

10 
10 

14 
14 

23 

20 

23 

'  11 

80 
30-50 

40 

13 

10-20 

5 

91 
*3 

14 

25 

16 

12 

12 

15 

20-22 

20-22 

18-20 

9-10 

15-20 

5 

3 

2i 

2 

50 

10 

14 

12* 

15 

14 

25 

23 

25 

16 

20 

18 

5 

1 

() 

70 

18 

11 

10 

15 

18 

22 

20 

14 

11-15 

12-14 

6 

. . . . 

14 

6  lbs 

11 

30 

25 

12 

11 

12 

15 

20 

20 

18 

9 

15 

24 

2£ 

13 

1.50 

10-12 

13-15 

8-10 

13-14 

9-11 

22-25 

20-21 

15-18 

13-14 

20-25 

13-15 

5 

2i 

13 

10 

50-60 

20-25 

15 

12 

12 

6  lbs 

15-16 

12 

12 

15 

13 

18-20 

25 

20 

15-18 

10-25 

10-25 

5-6 

13 



50-65 

35 

18 

10 

12 
12 

15 

15 
10 

10-40 
15 

6 

14 

10 

15 

80 

15 

22 

25 

23 

i3 

25 

40 

lbs. 

14 

12 

12 

15 

10 

20-22 

24-25 

24-25 

14 

15-30 

14-15 

6-7 

3 

15 

50-65 

25 

14 

14 

14 

13 

20 

22 

20 

15 

12-20 

5 

14 

45-60 

15 

15 

10-12 

16 

15 

20 

22 

17-18 

10 

18-25 

16-20 

5-6 

2h 

2-3 

12-13 

50-80 

40 

15 

15 

12 

16 

12 

15-18 





12 

20-25 

16 

3 

7 
6  lbs 

7 
6  lbs 

70 

16 

«    •  •  •       • 

12 

15 

16-20 

25 

16-20 

12-16 

14-25 

22 

5-6 

m 

12* 

50  1.40 

40 

13 

11 

12 

13-14 

12 

23-25 

18-25 

13-15 

11-25 

3-4 

14 

13 

11 

50 

15 
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I. — Retail  Prices 


c 

ARTICLES. 

Beef. 



Veal. 

Mutton 

Pork. 

*"> 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb 

• 

Per  Lb. 

In 

Locality. 

T3* 

£ 

In 

h 

* 

33 

© 

43 

S_i 

43 

w 

o 

be 

.5 

EC 

["* 

.— * 

43 

m 
a 

H3 

eg 

o3 

3 

T3 

e3 

3 
cr 

0J 

no 

'to 

<+-! 

c5 

3 

M 

s- 

S-i 

^H 

43 

!h 

ti 

o 

» 

H 

© 

O 

o 

3 

O 

o 

^ 

o 

0) 

.  ^m 

U 

08 

OS 

W 

tf 

02 

PS 

O 

W 

D 

1— 1 

h3 

O 

fc 

m 

H 

GROUP  A.— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Brantford 


Guelph , 


Hamilton. 


ii 
ti 

ii 

n 
H 
ii 

ti 
it 

ii 
n 


t  • 


Kingston . 


ii 
ii 

ii 


London! . 


10 

5  10-15 

6  10 

7  8-10 


8 


121 


9        10 
10  8-12! 

. ..  8-m 

24  10-15 

25  10-15 
. . .     8-15 


27  10-15 
276  10-12 

28  10 

29  8-10 


30 
31 
32 


8-10 

8-12 

12! 


33  9-10 

34  8-15 

35  10-12 

36  10-12 

37  8-15 

38  8-13 
39121-14 
4012J-15 

41    8-12 

4210-12* 

8 

47  10 

48  8-12* 

49  10-12 
5010-12! 

5110-121 

...10-121 

5210-12} 

53  12| 

54  8-12| 

55  8-12 


5G    7-12 
*  February  prices 


57  8-m 


6-8 
6 

5-8 

6 

7 

6  8 

5-8 
5-7 

5-7 

5-7 

5-8 

6-7 

7 

6-7 

6-7 

5-7 

M0 

7  8 
5-8 

5 
6-8 


13 
124 
12j 

12^-15 

12! 


10-124 
10-12% 

m 

10-12| 

m 


6-10 

6-9 

7 
6-8 

6 

7-8 

■■<<■ 

/ 

5-7 

6-8 

6-7 

5 

5-8 
7 

7-8 
6 

3-5 

5-6 


2-4 
5 


10-12 
10-12 
10-15 
10-11 

10 
10-14 

10 

10-124 

12! 

10-12 

11-13 

m-is 

10-12 

124-14 

12| 

10 
10-13 

m 

10 

10 
10 
10 

8-10 
10 

12i 

7 

10-12 
8-10 

10-124 


'2 

8 

8 


5-8 
8 

rr 
I 

7-9 

8-10 
8-10 
5-10 


5-8 
7 
8 

6-7 

7-8 
5-7 

8 

8-9 

6-8 

8 

8-10 

6-12 

8-10 
7-8 

7-8 

8 
8 
/ 

7-8 

6-7 

6-7 

7 

5-6 
9 

8 

191 

8 
7-9 

6-10 

7-8 


9 

8 

7 

5-7 

7 

's' 7 


5-8 

8 

8-10 

7-8 

6 

5-6 

7-10 

5-8 

8 

6-8 

10 

7-8| 

8-9| 

6-7 

9-10 

8 
7-10 

6 
7 

5-7 

5 

5 

6-7 

4-6 

■in 

9 

8 

7-10 

6-7 


5-6 


7- 


12\ 
10 

9 

7-10 
9 

'  '7-8 

8-m 
10 

8-124 
10 

10-12 

9-10 

9 

8-10 

8-10 

7-10 

10 

8-10 

12| 

9-10 

10-124 

9-12 
12-14 

10-m 
10-12! 

9 
10 

12 
8-10 

8-10 
8 

9-10 


15 
15 
15 

121-15 

12* 


12A-15 


12| 

121-15 
15 

12-18 
15 
15 

124-15 

12! 

12-15 

15 

15 
15 


6-10 

m 

121 
12! 
124 
8-9 


8-9 


16-18 

15-18 

15-16 

124-14 

'  15 

15 
15-18 

m 

13 

12! 

121 
124 


10-12! 
15 

124 
15 
15 

124 

10-12 
12! 


8 
9 

6-7 


8 


7 

10 

7 

7-10 

10 

8-10 

7-8 

7 

6-7 

5-64 

6-7 

10 

6-7 
8-10 

5-6 
8-10 

7-10 

7-9 

7-8 
7-10 

7 

9-10 

6-10 

7-8 

7-8 

9-10 

6-7 


12 
15 

10-12 


12! 


12 


12! 

15 

15 

124-15 

12-15 

10-124 

10-12 

10-124 

10 


m 

15 
13-15 

124 

12 


124 

m 

12J 

10-12! 

15 

12-15 
12 


20* 

124 
12-  lc 

12! 

12! 

124 

12!- 14 

m 

124 
10-124 

10-124 
12 

10  124-14 


10-12 

12J-15 

8-10 
13 

10-11 

15 

10-12 


9-10 
12! 

10 
12! 
9-10 
10-14  124-161 


124 


124-15 

10-12 

12! 

12 
12-15 
10-12 
13-15 


m 

124 

10-13 

12! 

14 

124 
12! 

m 

io-12! 

IS 

10-124 

ll 

124-14 


16 

15-18 
15 

15 

15 

15 

14-15 

15 


15 

14 
13-14 
14-15 

13 


12!-15  12!-48    14  15 


11-13 
10-124 


12-15 
10-124 


12-15 
13 


12!-15  m-15  12!-14 


12 

124-15 

10-12 

12 

124 

124 

10-124 


7-9 

12h 

10 

10 

7-10 

6-7 


10-124 

121 

12 

124 

10-12 

10-12! 

12 

124 


12  10-12 

15  13-14 

to-121  m 

13-l5f  13 


13 

12!-15 

124 


12 
124 

124 


10-124  10-124 


m 
12 

124 

10-12 

10-124 


12! 


12h 

124 

12 

3-124 

12 

8-13 
124 


124-15  16-18 

12-14  12  14 

14  14 

124  16 

13  15 

10-14  13-14 

13-14  15-16 

12-14'  14-16 


12-15 

13 

10-12 

12 

13 

12h 

12 

11 
11 
10 


15 
14 
14 

14 

15 

18 

15-18 

14 


11-14  124-17 


:» 


m 

11 

13 
124 

125; 


8-14 
10-124 


V 
16 
16 

13-14 
13 

14 
15 


f  Very  large  firm.  :£  During  April,  May.  June  and  July,  prices  higher  from 
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ARTICLES. 


Bacon. 

Lard. 
Per  Lb. 

Butter. 

Eggs. 

Bread 

• 

rf3 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Doz. 

CO 

-O 

-u 

r-> 

(—■ 

• 

S-i 

pQ 

x> 

cS 

pD 

HI 

1—1 

PS 

© 

Ph 

*— 1 

TT 

# 

CD 

cr 

& 

© 

w 

03 

© 
fcsJO 

c3 

©* 

5 

3 

>> 

>> 

© 

s 

e3 

ft 
CD 
CD 

© 

CD 

a 

CD 

O 

h-3 

CD 
O 

c3 

of 

'5 

© 

3 

J-i 

A 

•  (-H 

CL 

CD 

CD 

o 

r- -H 

_c 

o 

+3 

M 

c3 
W 

£ 

-** 

6 

c3 

Q 

O 

3 

9 

ft 

08 

Ph 

S 

£ 

PQ 

PQ 

o 

Ph 

H 

POPULATION  OE  10.000  AND  OVER. 


17 
17-19 

12 

124 

12-14 

124 

11 

124 
124 

m 

10-124 

18 

124 

12 

121 

12| 

10-12 
14 

15 

13 

13-14 

11 

124 

10-13 

10 

10 

10 
10-124 

12\ 

124 
124 

10-12 

10 
10 
12 
10 

10 

9-10 

10 

10 

124 
10 

u 

15 
13-15 

14 

14 

14 
14 

15 

15 

124-15 

'  13 

15 
12 

124 

13 

14 
12 
13 

14 

124 

12-13 
13 

14 

13-14 

13 

13-15 

15 
15 

u 

13-15 
14 

14-23 

16-25 

• 

18 
20 

12-14 

15 
13 
15 

11-21 

25 

13-33 

22 

15 
20 

14-18 

5 
5 



5 

5 

40-60 

10-15 

17 

10-12 

10 

124 

124 

"id 

124 

9 

124 
8-10 

2  lbs 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

14 

124 

18 
15-17 

23 
20 
22 

27 
22 
25 

12 
15 

5 

5 
5 

21 

67 
50 
65 

20 
20 
20 

16 

18 

18-22 
15-20 

15-20 

20 
15-24 

20 

18-20 

20 

15 

14-16 

11 

5 

.... 

4lbs. 
11 

2lbs. 
0 

1.00 

15 

15-18 

15 
15 

25 
18-25 

22 

22 

22-25 

23 

22-24 

15-18 
124-15 

12-17 

18 

13-18 

16 

15-17 

15 
124-15 

124 

15 

10-15 

14 

m-w 
124-30 

10-12 
15-18 

5 
5 

5 
24 

5 

2  lbs 

5 

2  lbs 
5 

15 
65 

20 

16 

14 

18-20 
124-16 

'  15 

16 
15 

124-30 

18-20 

15-25 

25 

124-25 

10-22 

14-16 

14-20 

20 

20-28 

5 

5 
5-6 

5 

5 
10 

24 

24 

5 

2  lbs 

10 

10 

9 

4  lbs 

10 

5 

2  lbs 

10 

10 

8 

31 

60-70 

40 
30-75 

70 

40  60 

15 

25 

15-25 

20 

25 

14-15 
15-16 

10 

10 

124 

io-12 
11 

"10 

10 

11 

18-20 

18-25 

20-22 
23 

18-22 

16 

19-21 
25 

25 

20-23 

20-25 

25-27 

25 

24-26 

18 

20-22 
25 

25 

15-18 

124-18 

15-18 

13-i8 

14 

17-19 
20 

15 

12-13 

124-15 

12-15 
15 

13 

"14-15 
13 

14 

15-22 

15-30 

12-30 

30 

13-30 

15 

18-35 
20 

10-18 

5 

.... 

10 

10 

20  35 

15 

15-18 

17 
16-17 

124-15 

15 

13 
12-15 

124 

16 
15 
13 

11 

10 

10-12 

10 

10-12 

10 
13 

m 

10-12 
13 

124 

16-20 

18 

22 

12-20 

12 

"l2-25 
15-22 

15 

5 
5-6 

2  lbs 
5 

24 

4ibs 

10 

5 

2  lbs 
5 

"5 

50-1.00 

60 

75 
50-75 

50 
70-75 

75-%l 
60-80 

80 

25 

30 

25 

15-18 

20-25 

15 

18 
18 
15 

17 

5 

5 
5 

5 

2  lbs 
5 

2\ 
24 

24 

2  lbs 
5 

24 

4  lbs 
10 

2  lbs 
5 

2\ 

24 

4  lbs 

10 

25 
30 

50-60 

27 

30 

12-15 
16 
15 

11-13 

12\ 

124 

11 

10-12 

12 

10 

124 

10-15 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 

10 
10 

124-15 

12-14 

124 

14 
12-14 

124 

13 

124 

10-12 
iH 

10 

22-25 

20-24 

23-25 

22-25 

20-25 

15-20 

18 

12-15 
12-14 

25-30 

12\-25 

8-20 
20 

O 

5 

3 

5 

2  lbs 
5 
5 

2  lbs 
5 

30-1-00 
60-90 

20-40 
40 

13 

13-16 
14 

4-5 

2-24 

4-5 

5-6 

50-90 

15-20 

10-14 
15 

14  20 

16 

11 

4-5 

2  lbs 
4-5 

.... 

2  lbs 
4-5 

Bag. 
1.25 

Bag. 
25 

one  to  two  cents  a  lb.  §  Middle  class  trade. 
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o 

•      ARTICLES. 

Beef. 

Veal. 

Mutton. 

|        Pork. 

& 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

Per  Lb. 

© 

1     ft 

Locality. 

525 

C3 

© 

© 

© 

. 

V 

© 

© 

-t> 

i. 

+3 

0 

V 

© 

u 

© 

be 

_d 

*-fc3 

as 

a 

-*3 

m 

d 

© 

d 

eg 

d 
0- 
© 

<3 

d 
cr 

05 

© 

u 

cr 
© 

00 

8 

U_| 

c3 

5 

M 

u 

s- 

d 

+3 

u 

be 

0 

© 

PH 

© 

O 

o 

d 

0 

0 

•i-^ 

£ 

0 

© 

JA 

M 

cS 

M 

« 

« 

m 

P4 

Q 

ft 

w 

O 

f=H 

h^ 

O 

ft 

m 

H-1 
MH 

ONTARIO— Con. 

GROUP  i 

1                    i 

\.— LOCALITIES  WITH 

58 

10-12J 

7-8 

10 

8-9 

6-8 

7-9 

12* 

8-10 

124 

12* 

12* 

10-12 

17 

H        .... 

59 

10-12 

5-8 

12* 

7-10 

7 

9 

15 

8 

12 

12* 

12* 

. 

16 

Ottawa 

62 

10-12* 

6-7 

124 

7-8 

7 

10 

12* 

8 

12* 

12* 

12* 

12* 

14 

63 

10-14 

3-5 

10-12 

10 

8-10 

10-12 

12 

8 

10-12 

12-15 

10-12 

12 

14-16 

10-15 

5-9 

20 

6-8 

8-10 

20-22 

15 

8-10 

10-m 

12-15 

10-12$ 

10-m 

14-15 

H 

66 

8-12* 

5-10 

124 

6-7 

8-9 

124-15 

6-9 

10-12* 

124 

124-15 

n 

67 

10-12* 

6-7 

124  -15 

7 

5-7 

6-8 

124-15 

6-7 

10-124 

124-15 

124-1 4 

124-14 

ii 

68 

9-13 

7-9 

10-13 

7 

9 

10 

124-15 

6-7 

10 

10-12* 

10-12* 

10-124 

14-17 

St.  Thomas.... 

121-15 

6-7 

15 

8 

8 

10 

15 

9-10 

15 

15 

m 

14 

l'j 

ii          .... 

69 

15 

10 

6 

12* 

8 

8 

10 

15 

8 

12* 

12| 

12* 

ii          .... 

70 

124-15 

4-8 

15-16 

8-10 

7-10 

10-15 

15 

10-12* 

12*-15 

15 

124-15 

13 

16 

ii          .... 

71 

10-15 

5-7 

15 

8-10 

8 

10 

15 

8-10 

12* 

15 

124-15 

12* 

16 

Toronto 

84 

11-14 

5-7 

13-16 

6-8 

9 

13-14 

16-18 

8-10 

13-17 

15-18 

13-14 

10-13 

15 

85 

8  15 

5-7 

15-18 

5-8 

5-10 

10-15 

1  15-18 

6-10 

124-15 

124-15 

11-15 

11-15 

15-16 

86 

10-18 

3-7 

15-18 

5-8 

6-9 

10-15 

17-20 

8-10 

12-15 

12*-18 

12-15 

10-13 

15-18 

1!                  

87 

11-14 

5 

12-14 

5-7 

10-11 

13-14 

16-17 

7-12 

12-16 

12-15 

14-15 

12-14 

15-16 

88 

8-14 

4-8 

13-16 

5-9 

7-11 

8-13 

14-16 

9-14 

11-16 

12-16 

12-16    12-16 

14-16 

89 

8-15 

5-7 

12* 

5-10 

11 

15 

18 

10 

14 

12* -15 

•  •  *  ■ 

•    -       ■   . 

15 

90 

8-13 

5-8 

12-14 

5-8 

7-10 

10-124 

15-17 

7-8 

10-15 

12-15 

13-15 

10-15 

12*-15 

91 

15-18 

5-8 

12-15 

8-10 

10 

12* 

20 

8 

15 

15 

124-15 

12-15 

15 

92 

124-17 

5-8 

10-124 

m 
12* 

7-8 

8-10 

11-12* 

15-17 

8-12* 

10-18 

13-18 

12*-15 

15 

13 

Windsor 

12\ 
10-15 

8-10 
6 

m 

7-10 

10 
8-10 

15 
10-12 

15 
12* 

10 
8 

15 
10 

15 
10 

12 

12 

20 

95 

15 

it        

96 

12* 

7 

12* 

10 

10 

12} 

15 

8 

12* 

12* 

12* 

12* 

16 

ii        ..... 

97 

12^-15 

6-7 

12* 

8-10 

10-12* 

12*-15 

15 

10 

12 

12* 

12* 

12* 

14-18 

98 

10-12 

6-7 

10-15 

8 

8-10 

12* 
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vinces  of  the  Dominion  and  the  several 
localities  within  the  provinces.  Within 
each  province  the  localities  have  been 
grouped  into  three  divisions  alphabetically 
numbered,  group  A  comprising  such  localities 
as  have  a  population  of  10,000  and  over ; 
group  B,  localities  with  a  population  of  from 
5,000  to  10,000;  and  group  C,  localities  with 
a  population  of  less  than  5,000.  Within  each 
group  the  localities  have  been  alphabetically 


arranged. 


Sources  of  Information. 


The  returns  from  which  the  statistics  in 
these  tables  have  been  compiled  have  been 
obtained  by  the  department  from  retail 
dealers  in  response  to  a  request  for  a  state- 
ment of  actual  prices  averaged  during  the 
past  year  for  the  grade  most  in  demand  o* 
the  articles  named  ;  which  returns  were  filled 
in  on  official  blank  schedules  supplied  by 
'  the  department.  The  figures  given  in  these 
schedules  have  been  transcribed  exactly  into 
the  columns  of  the  present  tables.  No 
matter  how  wide  the  variations  in  prices  in 
any  one  schedule,  or  how  great  the  variations 
between  the  different  schedules,  it  has  been 
thought  that,  by  publishing  all  exactly  as 
received,  the  public  would  be  in  a  better 
position  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  figures 
given  than  if  the  department  had  attempted 
to  construct  averages  of  its  own. 

In  the  schedule  addressed  to  dealers  it 
was  asked  that  if  the  prices  of  the  articles 
mentioned  were  subject  to  variation,  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  lowest  and  highest  selling 
rates  which  had  existed  at  any  time  during 


the  past  year  for  a  period  of  more  than  one 
or  two  weeks'  duration  should  be  given,  but 
that  wherever  it  was  possible  to  give  a  fair]  v 
accurate  average  price,  it  was  particularly 
desirable  that  such  should  be  stated.  The 
returns  made  show  accordingly  that  in  a 
number  of  instances  only  one  price  is  given 
though  it  will  be  apparent  that  at  certain 
periods  of  the  year  there  might  be  variations 
in  either  directions  from  these  prices.  Where 
this  variation  has  been  appreciable  for  any 
period  of  time,  however,  it  may  be  presumed 
that  the  same  has  been  indicated  in  the 
minimum  and  maximum  rates  which  are 
quoted.  '  In  addition  to  the  returns  received 
from  retail  dealers  there  is  published  also 
separate  returns  which  have  been  inde- 
pendently made  by  the  correspondents  of  the 
Labour  Gazette  in  the  cities  of  the  Dominion 
where  such  correspondents  reside.  The 
returns  sent  in  by  correspondents  are  made 
distinguishable  from  the  others  by  the  use  of 
in  the  figuring  and  lettering.  A  reference 
number  is  given  in  the  tables,  but  this  is 
inserted  only  as  a  convenient  index  to  the 
files  of  the  department  in  which  original 
tables  are  kept  as  a  matter  of  record. 

After  publication  has  been  made  of  all  the 
returns  received,  an  analysis  of  the  entire 
results  will  be  made  by  the  department. 
Meanwhile  the  immediate  publication  of  the 
returns  themselves  will  furnish  a  source  of 
authoritative  information,  for  which  there  is 
a  pressing  demand,  and  will  also  afford  a  basis 
upon  which  independent  estimates  and  com- 
parison may  be  made. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  ROYAL  COMMISSION    TO  INVESTIGATE,  INDUSTRIAL 

DISPUTES  IN  BRITISH  COLUMBIA. 


The  wide  prevalence  during  the  present 
year  of  a  number  of  industrial  disputes, 
affecting  the  largest  and  most  important 
industries  and  interests  in  the  Province  of 
British  Columbia,  following  upon  important 
disputes  in  the  same  province  during  the 
past  year,  have  led  to  repeated  representa 


tions  being  made  to  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment on  behalf  of  both  capital  and  labour, 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  Government  to 
the  critical  aspect  of  industrial  condition-, 
and  the  need  for  a  searching  inquiry  into 
the  causes  of  these  repeated  and  extensi  ve 
conflicts,  and  the  necessity  of  affording,  it 
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possible,  means  whereby  industrial  harmony 
and  peace  may  be  satisfactorily  restored  and 
maintained. 

These  representations  found  expression, 
among  other  ways,  in  the  requests  made 
during  the  past  month  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons by  members  of  Parliament  representing 
British  Columbia  constituencies,  that  a 
Royal  Commission  should  be  appointed  to 
investigate  the  matter  and  report  its  evidence 
and  finding  to  the  Government ;  and  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Honourable  Sir 
William  Mulock,  the  Minister  of  Labour,  a 
,  commission  was  appointed  under  Order  in 
Council  of  April  18.  By  this  Order  the 
Honourable  Gordon  Hunter,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Province  of  British  Columbia,  and  the 
Reverend  Elliott  S.  Rowe,  both  of  Victoria, 
B.C.,  were  appointed  commissioners.  Mr. 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  Deputy  Minister  of 
Labour,  was  appointed  secretary  of  the 
commission,  and  Mr.  Francis  W.  Giddens,  of 
the  Department  of  Labour,  reporter,  to  take 
down  and  record  the  evidence. 

Scope  of  the  Commission. 

The  commission,  after  drawing  attention 
to  the  numerous  disputes  which  have  obtained 
of  late  between  the  owners  of  coal  and 
metaliferous  mines  and  their  employees  and 
between  transportation  companies  and  their 


employees  in  the  province  of  British  Colum- 
bia, and  pointing  out  the  desirability  of 
having  full  inquiry  made  into  the  causes 
and  nature  of  these  disputes,  with  a  view  to 
affording  a  satisfactory  means  for  their  adjust- 
ment and  the  prevention  of  their  recurrence 
in  the  future,  directs  that  the  commissioners 
shall  make  full  inquiry,  under  oath,  into 
matters  bearing  upon  the  situation,  obtain- 
ing evidence  from  interested  parties  and 
reporting  their  evidence,  together  with 
recommendations  to  the  Honourable  the 
Minister  of  Labour. 

As  soon  as  the  commission  was  appointed 
the  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour  left  for 
British  Columbia,  arriving  in  Victoria  on 
the  29th  of  the  month.  Arrangements  were 
forthwith  made  for  the  sittings  of  the  com- 
mission and  public  notice  given  in  the  press 
that  the  first  sitting  would  be  held  at  Lady- 
smith,  on  Vancouver  Island,  on  Monday, 
May  4,  on  which  date  the  commissioners 
would  be  prepared  to  receive  evidence  from 
all  parties  having  a  bearing  upon  matters  at 
present  or  recently  in  dispute  between 
owners  of  coal  mines  and  their  employees  in 
that  place  and  vicinity.  It  was  announced 
that  the  commission,  after  concluding  its 
sittings  at  Ladysmith  would  proceed  to 
Nanaimo  and  subsequently  hold  sittings  at 
the  following,  among  other  places :  Victoria, 
Vancouver,  Rossland  and  Fernie. 


ALLEGED    COMBINE  OF  LUMBER  DEALERS  AND  CONDITIONS  IN   THE  LUM- 
BER TRADE  IN  WESTERN  CANADA. 


For  some  time  past  dissatisfaction  has 
been  expressed  in  various  quarters 
throughout  Western  Canada  as  to  the 
general  situation  prevailing  in  the  lum- 
ber trade  in  that  section  of  the  Dominion, 
it  being  stated  that  a  combine  of  dealers 
was  in  existence  whereby  the  prices  of  lum- 
ber were  unduly  enhanced  and  other  condi- 
tions introduced  into  the  trade  which  were 
he  cause  of  unfair  restrictions  in  the  busi-t 
ness  itself  and  of  inconvenience  to  consumers 


generally.  During  the  month  just  passed 
a  number  of  developments  in  this  connection 
were  reported,  and,  in  view  of  the  relation 
of  the  lumber  trade  to  the  present  move- 
ment of  population  into  the  Canadian  West, 
and  to  other  recent  developments  in  Western 
Canada,  a  large  increase  in  the  amount  of 
building  being  one  of  the  first  results  of  the 
immigration  in  question,  the  whole  subject 
has  been  much  discussed  and  commented 
upon. 
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Civic  Inquiry  at  Winnipeg,  Man. 

The  leading  evidence  that  has  been 
produced  as  to  the  existence  and  opera- 
tions of  the  alleged  combine  was  that  which 
resulted  from  a  request  of  independent 
lumber  dealers  of  the  city  of  Winnipeg 
to  the  effect  that  a  civic  committee  of  in- 
vestigation into  the  situation  should  be  ap- 
pointed in  order  to  determine  if  there  were 
grounds  upon  which  the  Provincial  or  Do- 
minion Governments  might  be  memorialized 
on  the  subject.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
committee  appointed  in  answer  to  this  re- 
quest was  held  on  March  25,  but  its  investi- 
gations were  continued  into  the  month  just 
past.  The  charges  then  brought  were  to  the 
effect  that  the  Western  Lumbermen's  As- 
sociation, the  name  under  which  the  alleged 
illegal  combine  did  business,  was  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  making  arbitrary  regulations 
with  reference  to  the  selling  of  lumber ; 
that  it  prevented  the  majority  of  Canadian 
dealers  from  selling  to  persons  outside  of  the 
association  ;  that  it  controlled  the  number 
of  persons  doing  business  at  different  points 
throughout  the  province  ;  and  that,  by  refus- 
ing to  deal  with  lumber  dealers  outside  of 
its  jurisdiction,  it  exercised  power  of  practic- 
ally driving  all  such  dealers  out  of  business. 
Copies  of  the  constitution  and  bylaws  of  the 
association  were  produced,  together  with  a 
voluminous  body  of  correspondence  in  sup- 
port of  the  charges  brought.  On  April  2 
the  committee  met  to  receive  the  statement 
of  the  association,  but  as  the  members  of  the 
latter  would  not  agree  to  give  evidence  ex- 
cept in  private,  the  investigation  closed  with- 
out further  hearing  of  evidence. 

The  committee,  in  reporting  to  the  City 
Council,describedthe  holding  of  the  meetings, 
and  stated  as  above  that  the  representatives 
of  the  association  had  declined  to  o-ive 
evidence  in  public,  adding  :  '  Your  commit, 
tee  are  of  the  opinion  that  a  p?'ima  facie  case 
was  established,  and  that  a  lumber  combine, 
injuriously  affecting  the  interests  of  the  city 


and  country  does  exist,  and  would  recom- 
mend the  complainants  to  place  their  case  in 
the    hands    of    the    Attorney    General    for 


investigation.' 


Discussion  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Additional  publicity  was  given  to  the  sub- 
ject of  the  alleged  combine  by  a  debate  which 
took  place  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday  April  20,  when  the  matter  of 
its  existence  and  operations  was  disr 
cussed  at  some  length.  The  Hon.  the 
Minister  qf  Finance,  in  referring  to  it,  point- 
ed out  that  there  were  two  sections  of  the 
law  under  which  the  matter  might  be  taken 
up,  viz.  :  The  section  in  the  Criminal  Code 
dealing  with  unlawful  combines,  and  the 
section  of  the  Tariff  Act  providing  for  an 
investigation  in  connection  with  anv  com- 
bine  whereby  the  price  of  any  article  is 
unduly  enhanced  and  for  the  reduction  or 
abolition  of  the  duty  in  case  the  charges  are 
proved.  Until  the  government  received  some 
formal  statement  by  a  responsible  party  as  to 
the  situation,  the  matter,  the  Minister  held, 
was  not  in  a  shape  which  would  admit  of 
public  action.  In  the  debate  which  followed, 
it  was  stated  by  different  members  of  the 
House  that  the  alleged  combine  dictated  not 
only  the  prices  at  which  lumber  shall  be 
sold  to  retail  dealers,  but  also  who  shall  sell 
that  lumber  and  who  shall  not,  various 
correspondence  being  produced  in  support  of 
the  statements  made.  The  enhancement  of 
prices,  which  has  been  so  prominent  a  feature 
in  the  western  lumber  market  during  the 
past  two  years,  was  also  charged  directly  to 
the  association.  The  Minister  of  Finance,  in 
concluding  the  debate,  stated  that,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  only  through  the  Attorneys  General 
of  the  respective  provinces  that  proceedings 
under  the  Criminal  Code  could  be  initiated, 
the  matter  in  its  present  stage  was  not  one 
which  directly  concerned  the  Dominion  Par- 
liament. Under  the  combine  clause  of  the 
Tariff,  of  course,  the  initiative  would  be  with 
the  Dominion  Government,  but  as  that  was 
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a   judicial   proceeding,  a  formal   method   of 
procedure  should  be  adopted. 

Enhancement    of    Prices   and   other    Con- 
ditions. 

During  the  past  two  years  the  price  of 
lumber  throughout  Western  Canada  would 
appear  to  have  shown  a  continuous  upward 
tendency.  This  statement  applies  to  almost 
every  class  of  lumber,  without  particular 
reference  to  the  source  of  supply,  the  product 
of  British  Columbia  and  of  the  Rat  Portage 
mills  being  equally  affected.  Thus,  to  quote 
only  typical  instances,  British  Columbia 
shingles  have  increased  only  25c.  per  M.  at 
Brandon,  Man.,  and  other  British  Columbia 
lumber  $2  per  M.  at  the  same  place  since 
November  last,  while  Rat  Portage  lumber  has 
increased  in  proportion.  At  the  same  time 
freight  rates  from  British  Columbia  on  lum- 
ber into  the  Territories  have  been  materially 
lessened. 

A  general  increase  of  $2  per  M.  on  rough 
lumber  and  $2.50  per  M.  on  double  dressed 
lumber  is  also  reported  in  British  Columbia. 
A  number  of  interesting  results,  too  numer- 
ous for  detailed  mention,  have  followed,  es- 
pecially in  quarters  in  which  the  advance  is 
considered  as  temporary  only,  the  builders  of 
houses,  for  example,  not  being  able  to  obtain 
loans  on  them  in  proportion  to  the  enhanced 
cost  of  erection.  The  effect  has  also  been  to 
materially  retard  building  operations  in  the 
more  important  centres. 

The  Trade  Between  British  Columbia    and 
the  Territories. 

The  following  statements  with  regard  to 
general  conditions  in  the  lumber  trade  be- 
tween the  Kootenay  districts  of  British 
Columbia  and  the  North-west  Territories  was 
supplied  by  the  correspondent  to  the  Labour 
Gazette  at   Rossland,  B.C.  : — 

The  lumber  trade  between  the  Kootenays 
and  the  Territories  is  practically  controlled 
and   directed    by    two   trade   organizations- 


One  of  these  is  the  Mountain  Manufacturers' 
Association,  formed  some  two  years  ago  by 
the  millmen  of  South-eastern  British  Colum- 
bia, and  the  second  is  the  Western  Lumber- 
men's Association  formed  in  the  Terri- 
tories. The  first  exercises  control  over  the 
prices  at  which  lumber  is  sold  from  the  mill  ; 
the  second  was  formed  with  more  particular 
reference  to  the  retail  business  throughout 
the  Territorities,  its  avowed  intention  being 
to  afford  manufacturers  a  measure  of  pro- 
tection  among  customers  residing  in  many 
instancees  a  thousand  miles  distant  from  the 
mill  from  which  the  supplies  were  purchased. 
After  the  formation  of  the  Mountain  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  milled  lumber  was  announced.  It 
was  claimed  that  the  mills  were  producing 
at  a  figure  which  did  not  allow  a  reasonable 
margin  of  profit,  and  that  the  advance  was 
only  such  as  to  secure  a  proper  and  equitable 
gain.  The  constantly  shifting  cost  of  raw 
material,  however,  makes  the  question  of 
what  constitutes  a  legitimate  profit  a  diffi- 
cult one  to  determine.  One  mill  may  be 
able  to  produce  lumber  at  a  certain  figure, 
whiU>  the  cost  of  precisely  the  same  article 
coming  from  another  mill  may  be  greater  or 
less  according  to  the  natural  obstacles  to  be 
overcome. 

Thus  it  is  especially  difficult  to  estimate 
the  exact  average  cost  of  lumber  production 
in  British  Columbia,  and  to  estimate  there- 
from the  exact  amount  of  profit  which  might 
be  considered  reasonable  in  particular  in- 
stances. 

With  regard  to  transportation  charges  as 
an  element  in  the  cost  of  lumber  throughout 
the  west,  it  is  estimated  that  the  freight 
rate  on  1,000  ft.  of  rough  lumber  from  any 
of  the  flat  rate  points  in  the  Kootenays  to 
flat  rate  points  in  the  Territories  is  $9.  This 
class  of  lumber  retails  in  the  mills  at  Nelson, 
B.C.,  at  $12  per  M.,  so  that  it  would  cost 
$21  laid  down  at  any  flat  rate  point  in  the 
Territories.  If  the  $12  is  regarded  as 
reasonable  in  Nelson,  rough  lumber  in  the 
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Territories  at  $21  must  therefore  be  regard- 
ed as  sold  at  a  fair  figure,  though  special 
railway  freight  tariffs  are  operative  to  in- 
crease this  price  in  particular  instances. 
Another  fact  to  be  borne  in  mind  in  con- 
sidering the  present  cost  of  lumber  in  the 
Territories  is  the  excessive  demand  which  at 
present  exists  for  this  commodity,  every  mill 


in  the  Kootenays,  according  to  common  re- 
port, having  already  contracted  for  the 
whole  of  its  product  for  a  long  period  in  ad- 
vance. The  effect  of  this  on  prices  will  be 
readily  understood.  The  whole  question  is 
therefore  one  involving  many  details,  and  on 
which  a  variety  of  opinions  are  entertained 
by  disinterested  observers. 


LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT 

POSITION. 


IV.  MANITOBA  AND  THE  NORTH-WEST  TERRITORIES. 


THE  present  article,  which  deals  with 
the  growth  and  present  position  of 
labour  organization  in  the  province  of  Ma- 
nitoba and  the  North-west  Territories,  is  in 
continuance  of  the  series  begun  in  the  Sep- 
tember issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette  and 
continued  in  the  October,  December  and 
February  numbers.*  The  general  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  accompanying  tables 
in  each  instance,  were  prepared,  were  ex- 
plained in  detail  in  connection  with  the 
opening  article  of  the  series.  It  may  be 
repeated,  however,  that  the  articles  form 
part  of  the.  result  of  an  extended  special 
investigation  undertaken  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour,  the  first  fruits  of  which 
were  printed  in  the  issue  of  the  Gazette  for 
September,  1901,  in  the  form  of  a  directory 
of  labour  organizations  in  Canada,  pub- 
lication of  which  was  continued  through 
subsequent  issues  of  the  Labour  Gazette 
until  the  May  number  of  1902.  In  the 
present  series  of  articles,  work  entirely  de- 
scriptive and  statistical  in  character  is  em- 
bodied, though  the  information  was  secured 
during  the  progress  of  the  same  investiga- 
tion, the  attempt  being  made  in  the  descrip- 
tive  tables  to  show  the  nature  and  extent  of 

labour  organization  as  it  exists  in  Canada 
up  to  the  date  of  the  publication  of  the 


*  The  subject  thus  far  has  been  covered  with 
regard  to  the  maritime  provinces  and  the  pro- 
vinces of  Quebec  and  Ontario  :  the  articles  <n 
the  September  and  October  issues  dealing  with 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward 
Island  and  Quebec,  and  the  province  of  Ontario 
being  treated  in  the  December  and  February- 
issues. 


first  article  of  the  series  in  September  last, 
and  in  the  statistical  tables  to  illustrate  as 
intelligibly  as  possible  the  general  progress 
of  the  movement  for  the  formation  of  trade 
unions  in  Canada  from  the  earliest  time. 

As  in  the  previous  articles  of  the  series 
the  organizations  are  given  in  the  descrip- 
tive table  according  to  localities  and  pro- 
vinces, the  former  being  arranged  alpha- 
betically, and  the  latter  in  the  order  of  their 
geographical  position  from  east  to  west. 
The  arrangement  shows  at  a  glance  the 
trades  organized  in  each  locality,  the  num- 
ber of  organizations  in  each  trade,  the  num- 
ber in  the  particular  groups  of  trades,  and 
the  total  number  of  organizations  for  the 
locality  in  question.  The  statistical  tables 
illustrate  the  growth  of  labour  organiza- 
tions both  by  provinces  and  by  classes  of 
trades.  Discrepancies  in  the  results  pre- 
sented in  these  tables  have  unfortunately 
occurred  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  securing 
information  in  many  instances  as  to  such 
particulars  as  the  dates  of  the  formation 
of  organizations,  and  in  consequence  the 
numbers  of  unions  reported  in  the  statisti- 
cal tables  have  been  uniformly  less  than 
those  entered  in  the  descriptive  tables.  Thus 
in  the  present  instance  only  32  unions  for 
Manitoba,  and  21  for  the  North-west  Ter- 
ritories are  entered  in  the  statistical  tables, 
while,  according  to  the  other  grouping,  the 
numbers  are  respectively  46  and  35.  Phis 
incompleteness  of  detail,  however,  will  not 
seriously  impair  the  value  of  the  generali- 
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zations  that  may  be  drawn  from  the  res- 
pective tables. 

Present  Status  of  Labour  Organization  in 

Manitoba. 

The  most  noteworthy  feature  revealed  in 
the   descriptive   table    of   labour   organiza- 
tions in  Manitoba  is  the  extent  to  which  the 
movement  has  been  confined  to  the  city  of 
Winnipeg,  36  of  the  46  unions  reported  in 
the   province    being    located    in    that    city 
alone.     The   activity  of  the   movement   in 
this  particular  centre  is  still  further  em- 
phasized when  it  is  pointed  out  that  Bran- 
don, the  city  ranking  second   in  the  pro- 
vince    in     this     respect,     is     reported     to 
have  but  two   labour  organizations.    With 
regard    to    the    distribution    of    organiza- 
tions    according     to     classes      of      labour 
affected,     the     special     activity      of      the 
movement    under    the    heading    of    trans- 
port    is     the     feature     most     prominently 
brought  out  in  the  descriptive  tables,  a  re- 
sult which  may  be  materially  attributed  to 
the  large  part  played  by  transportation  in 
the  life  and  development  of  western  Cana- 
da.     Thus,    in   Winnipeg   there    are   eight 
unions    organized    under    the    heading    of 
transport,    the   building   and   metal   trades 
following    with    seven,    while    the    print- 
ing    trades     with     four,     and     the     cloth- 
ing    trades     and     employees     of     public 
authorities,     with     two      each,      are     the 
only  other  classes  represented  by  more  than 
a  single  labour  organization.     Outside   of 
Winnipeg   there  has   been   no   record   for- 
warded to  the  department  of  a  union  form- 
ed in  any  other  branch  than  that  of  trans- 
port.    With  regard  to  the  subdivisions  of 
classes  of  labour,  stonecutters,  sheet  metal 
workers   and  pressmen   in   Winnipeg,   and 
railway   trackmen   in   Portage   la   Prairie, 
have  each  two  unions,  and  form  the  only 
instances    in    which    such    subdivisions    of 
groups    are    represented    by   more    than    a 
single  organization. 

Growth  of  Labour   Organization  in 
.  Manitoba. 

Turning  to  the  statistical  tables  for  Mani- 
toba, it  will  be  seen   that   no   record  has 


been  received  by  the  department  of  a  union 
formed  in  that  province  previous  to  1881, 
in  which  year  three  organizations,  under 
the  headings  respectively  of  the  metal 
trades,  the  printing  trades  and  employees 
of  public  authorities,  were  recorded.  A 
fourth  union,  that  of  employees  of  public 
authorities  in  Winnipeg,  followed  in  1883, 
but  a  lapse  of  five  years  occurred  before  the 
fifth  union  was  reported,  under  the  heading 
of  the  building  trades,  in  1888.  Since  that 
date  there  has  been  one  union  formed  in 
1890,  two  in  1892  and  1893,  one  in  1894, 
one  in  1897,  seven  in  1898,  five  in  1899,  one 
in  1900,  five  in  1901  and  two  in  1902  ;  no 
return  of  unions  formed  being  made  to  the 
department  for  the  years  1889,  1891,  1895 
and  1896. 

The  Present  Position  in  the  Territories. 

In  the  Territories  the  same  predominance 
of  organizations,  under  the  heading  of 
transport,  that  was  noted  in  the  case  of 
Manitoba,  is  shown  by  the  descriptive  table. 
Thus  of  the  35  unions  reported  to  the 
department,  16  are  of  employees  in  con- 
nection with  the  railways,  the  towns  of 
Medicine  Hat  and  Moose  Jaw,  with  five 
unions  each  of  these  classes,  being  the  lead- 
ing centres.  In  other  parts  of  the  Terri- 
tories the  organization  movement  would 
seem  to  have  been  more  generally 
divided  among  the  trades.  Thus  unions 
of  machinists,  printers  and  carmen 
make     up     the     list     for     Calgary,     and 

unions    of    carpenters,    painters,  printers, 
stenographers,  sheet  metal  workers,  cooks, 

woodworkers,  and  bakers,  that  for  Daw- 
son city.  The  number  of  Federal 
Labour  Unions  in  the  Yukon  Territory  is 
also  notable,  there  being  organizations  of 
this  class  in  Cariboo,  Dawson,  Grand  Forks, 
Hunker  Creek,  and  Discovery  Creek,  the 
predominance  of  general  labour  in  that 
district  being  probably  responsible  for  the 
prominent  place  it  occupies  in  labour  orga- 
nization. 

Growth  of  Unionism  in  the  Territories. 

No    record    has    been    received    at    the* 
department  of  a  labour  organization  formed 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA,— 
Table  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  Labour  Organization  in 


Classified  group  of  Trades. 

Province. 

Year  in  which 

Building 

Manitoba.    .    .  . 

1860 

1861 

1862 

186S 

1864 

1865 

66 

67 

68 

69 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Woodworking  and  Furnishing 

Printing 

, 

Clothing , 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Clerks..... 

Total    number   of  Organizations  in  the 
Province  of  Manitoba 

N.  W.  Territories. 

Building 

. — 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding   

Printing 

.... 

...[   ... 



....  | 

General  Labour 

Total  number    of  Organizations  in    the 
North-west  Territories 

— 
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ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  POSITION.  Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 

L.  O.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  B.,  No.  4. 
the  Provinces  of  Manitoba  and  North-west  Territories. 


# 

mber  in 
in  Pro- 

Organizations  were  formed. 

Tota]  nu 
group 
vincc. 

1 
1870  71 

72  73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

1880 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

1 
891890 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

9t> 

97 

98 

99 

1900 

01 

02 

I   " 

! 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

0 

, 

1 

1 

! 

1 

• 

1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

.... 

1 

1 

4 

i 

i 

2 

] 

i 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

1 

1 
•• 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•  • 

"7 
i 

o 

1 

1 

— 

— 

.... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

7 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 
3 

32 

3 

1 
1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

2 

1 

1 

2  . 

1 

7 

i 

1 

.. 

1 

1 



[•■ 

5 

5 

' 

2 

1 

J 

2 

" 

1 

2 

7 

5 

21 

894 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Mat,  1903 


\ 


in   the    Territories   previous    to    1887,    for 
which   year    two    are    reported    under    the 
heading  of  transport.     A  third  and  fourth 
union,  under  the  same  division,  followed  in 
1888  and  1889,  respectively.     After  that  a 
break  in  the  movement  until  1897  occurred, 
two  further  unions  being  reported  for  that 
year.    This  was  followed  by  seven  in  1899. 
Up  to  that  time  the  movement  had  been 
confined  to  the  transport  branches  of  in- 
dustry, but  in  1900  unions  under  the  head- 
ings of  the  metal  and  woodworking  trades 
were  recorded,  followed  in  1901  with  five 


under  the  head  of  general  labour,  one  of 
stenographers,  and  one  under  the  printing 
trades.  In  1892,  five  other  unions  were  re- 
ported, bringing  the  total  number  up  to  21. 

Conclusion  of  the  Survey. 

The  series  of  articles  dealing  with  labour 
organizations  in  Canada  will  be  concluded 
in  a  subsequent  issue  of  the  Gazette,  when 
descriptive  and  statistical  tables  for  the 
province  of  British  Columbia  will  be  pub- 
lished with  an  explanatory  statement. 


Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 
L.  O.  Descriptive  Tables,  Series  A.,  No.  4. 

LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— ITS  GROWTH  AND  PRESENT 

POSITION. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  ORGANIZED   LABOUR   IN  PROVINCE  OF 
MANITOBA  AND  NORTH-WEST  TERRIIORIES  ON  JULY  31,  1302. 


Locality. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Manitoba — 

Belmont   

Binscarth 

Brandon 
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Minnedosa 

Ochre  River 

Portage  la  Prairie 

Plum  Coulee 

Souris 

Winnipeg 
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Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen   

Transport . . 

Railroad  trainmen 

Locomoti  ve  firemen 

\  Transport 

Railway  trackmen   

i  Transport 

Railwaj7  trackmen 

:  Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

!  Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Tra  nsport 

Railway  trackmen 

Building   , 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 
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Plumbers,  gas  and  ste&mfitters . 

Stone  cutters  , . 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 


Winnipeg. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Electrical  workers 

Blacksmiths 

Boilermakers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Woodworking 

Carmen 

Printing     

Printers     

Pressmen 

Stereotypeis 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Garment  workers 

Food  Preparation 

Bakers  and  confectioners 

Tobacco 

Cigar -makers 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

Quarrymen ....    

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Locomotive  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen .... 

Street  railway  employees 

Draymen 

Teamsters .  . 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities 

Letter  carriers 

Civic  employees 

Theatre  Employees 

Theatre  employees 

Clerks 

Clerks 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  Prov.  of  Manitoba. 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA— Concluded, 


DESCRIPTIVE  TABLE  OF  LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  CANADA,  ACCORDING 

LOCALITY. 


TO 


Locality. 


N.  W.  Territories— 
Broadview 


Calgary 


Frank      . . 
Grassy  Lake. 
Lethbridge.. . 


Medicine  Hat. 
11 


11 
H 

Moose  jaw 
ti 
ti 
it 
it 

Oxbow  . . . 

Red  Deer 

Wej'burn . 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Railroad  trackmen • 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Printing 

Printers 

Woodworking    

Carmen 

Mining  and  Quarrying 

Miners 

Transport 

Railroad  trackmen 

Mining 

Miners 

Transport ... 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Railroad  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  trackmen 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

Railroad  firemen 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  trackmen 

Transport 

Railroad  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport  ....    

Railway  trackmen 


N.  W.  T.,  Yukon  District— 
Cariboo 

Dawson  City 


it 


Grand  Forks. 


Hunker,     Hunker,     Bruck 
Creek 

30    Below      Lower    Discovery, 
Doni.  Creek 


General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Printing 

Printers  and  allied  .   , 

Stenographers 

Stenographers 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  JSmployt  <  8 

Cooks,  waiters  and  bakers   . 
General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

Mining 

Miners 

General  Labour 

Federal  labour 

General  Labour 


Federal  labour. 
General  Labour  . .    . 


Federal  labour. 
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THE  IMMIGRATION  AND  COLONIZATION  MOVEMENT  IN  CANADA. 


The  opening  in  March  and  the  continu- 
ance throughout  the  past  month  of  the 
immigration  movement  in  Canada  on  a  scale 
unprecedented  before  in  the  history  of  the 
Dominion,  has  constituted  one  of  the  lead- 
ing events  in  the  industrial  chronology  of 
the  present  season.  Complete  and  official 
returns,  for  the  month  of  March  relating  to 
immigration  and  the  granting  of  home- 
steads will  be  found  below,  together  with  a 
reference  based  on  information  procured 
from  various  sources  at  the  close  of  the 
month  as  to  the  more  important  develop- 
ment reported  as  occurring  in  the  movement 
during  April, 

The  Movement  During  April. 

Though  it  was  impossible  at  the  end  of 
he  month  to  secure  an  accurate  return  of 
immigrant  arrivals  in  Canada  during  April, 
nformation  of  a  sufficiently  reliable  nature 
was  obtainable  to  demonstrate  its  general  ex- 
nt,  and  to  furnish  an  idea  as  to  some  of  its 
eading  characteristics.  With  regard  to  the 
brmer,  the  frequent  arrivals  at  the  different 
Canadian  ports  of  shiploads  of  immigrants, 
ften  reaching  into  the  thousands,  and  the 
lmost  constant  stream  of  immigrant  trains 
from  these  points  into  the  interior  were  proof 
of  the  scale  on  which  the  movement  was  con- 
tinuing. At  Winnipeg,  moreover,  the  arrivals 
were  reported  as  exceeding  those  of  any  pre- 
vious month.  With  regard  to  the  class 
of  immigrants,  reports  were  generally  to  the 

effect  that  the  immigrants  were  of  an 
unusually  promising  type,   being  nearly  all 

men  of  the  younger  class,  in  many  cases 
bringing  considerable  capital.  By  far  the 
greatest  proportion  of  these  were  from  Eng- 
land, though  a  considerable  number  were 
from  Scotland,  the  demands  at  the  various 
Canadian  agencies  in  Great  Britain  for  infor- 
mation concerning  Canada,  being  on  an 
unprecedented    scale.      From    the    western 

6 


states  of  the  United  States  the  influx  still 
continued,  and  large  sales  of  lands  to  Ameri- 
can settlers  were  reported  during  April. 
The  bulk  of  the  British  immigration  was  dis- 
tributed throughout  Manitoba  and  the  Cana- 
dian^west,  though  a  number  of  farm  labourers 
found  employment  in  Ontario.  In  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year,  1879  immigrants  also 
declared  their  intention  to  settle  in  the 
Maritime  Provinces,  and  in  British  Columbia 
the  influx  of  immigrants  created  a  marked 
increase  in  the  demand  for  farm  lands,  espe- 
cially on  Vancouver  Island. 

The  Transportation  Problem. 

The  transportation  and  accommodation  of 
this  large  body  of  people  was  a  problem  at- 
tended with  considerable  difficulty.  In  this 
connection  provisions  were  made  by  the 
government  in  the  way  of  furnishing  addi- 
tional temporary  accommodation  and  food 
supplies,  on  an  extensive  scale,  at  points 
chiefly  affected  by  the  congested  traffic,  the 
number  of  tents  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
immigrants  being  largely  augmented  this 
year  to  meet  the  added  requirements  of  the 
situation.  At  Winnipeg  in  particular,  the 
strain  on  accommodation  facilities  was  espe- 
cially severe. 

The  Barr  Colony. 

Much  interest  was  excited  in  Canada  in 
connection  with  the  immigration  movement 
of  April  by  the  arrival  of  the  first  contignent 
of  the  colony  organized  by  the  Rev.  I.  N. 
Barr  in  Great  Britain,  which  was  the  largest 
single  party  of  immigrants  that  ever  left 
England  for  this  country.  The  party,  which 
numbered  about  1,964,  arrived  by  the  SS. 
Meg  antic  and  Lake  Manitoba,  the  main  body 
being  landed  from  the  latter  steamship  at 
St.  John,  N.B.,  on  April  11,  and  being  sent 
forward,  after  a  short  delay,  on  four  special 
trains  to  their  destination,    150  miles  from 
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Saskatoon,  where  it  is  proposed  to  establish 
three  municipalities  for  the  accomodation  of 
the  colony.  Mechanics  and  agriculturists 
made  up  the  majority  of  the  party,  which 
consisted  for  the  most  part  of  strong  and 
able-bodied  young  men  recruited  by  Mr. 
Barr  from  various  parts  of  England.  The 
colonists  were  said  to  have  brought  with 
them  over  $2,000,000,  thirty  cars  of  the 
trains  on  which  they  were  forwarded  being 
alloted  to  their  baggage. 

Owing  to  the  extended  proportions  of  the 
party  the  government  during  the  month  in- 
creased the  original  allottment  of  homestead 
lands  from  13  townships  to  40  townships, 
the  reservation  to  stretch  from  the  west  of 
Battleford  to  the  south  bank  of  the  North 
Saskatchewan  River.  The  colonists,  how- 
ever, will  not  be  permitted  to  homestead 
more  than  75  per  cent  of  the  land  available 
in  any  township.  The  grant,  as  thus  en- 
larged, amounts  to  close  on  350,000  acres, 
or  enough  to  give  homesteads  to  more  than 
2,100  families. 

On  arriving  at  Saskatoon,  a  delay  of  some 
few  days  occurred  in  preparations  for  the 
trip  across  the  prairie  to  the  reservation,  in 
connection  with  which  stations  with  tents 
and  food  supplies  were  established  by  the 
government  at  intervals  of  20  miles  along 
the  route  covered.  Land  guides,  as  well  as 
an  inspector  of  surveys  and  farm  instructors, 
were  also  provided  by  the  government. 
While  at  Saskatoon  a  number  of  complaints 
were  made  against  the  management  of  the 
party,  and  a  meeting  was  called  in  this  con- 
nection during  the  halt,  though  general  sat- 
isfaction was  expressed  with  the  transporta- 
tion arrangements  which   had  been  effected. 

A  prominent  result  of  the  Barr  colony's 
experience  has  been  the  attention  it  has 
directed  to  the  question  of  the  efficiency  of 
private  agencies  for  immigration  and  coloniza- 
tion, as  compared  with  those  carried  on  under 
governmental  control  and  supervision. 


The  Movement  from:  Eastern  Canada. 

Another  prorraimenfr  feature  of  the  past 
month  has  been  the  scale  on  which  the- 
movement  from  the  central  and  eastern 
provinces  of  Canada  into  Manitoba  and  the 
North-west  Territories  reopened.  This  was 
most  marked  from  the  province  of  Ontario,, 
from  which  several  train  loads  of  settlers  and 
their  effects  were  sent  westward  during 
April,  the  numbers  of  such  settlers  reaching 
on  certain  days,  according  to  the  railway 
returns,  well  into  the  hundreds.  Thus  on 
April  1,  it  was  estimated  that  1,800 
had  proceeded  from  Ontario  to  the  grain 
fields  of  the  west  as  against  1,363  on  the 
same  date  last  year,  via  the  weekly  excur- 
sions on  the  C.P.R.  The  early  spring, 
however,  was  considered  as  in  part  account- 
able for  the  increased  proportions  of  this 
movement.  By  the  middle  of  the  month 
the  number,  as  estimated  by  railway  passen- 
ger agents,  had  reached  3,000  persons. 

Immigration   Returns  fox  March. 

According  to  a  statement  supplied  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
13,253  immigrants  arrived  in  Canada  during 
the  month  of  March,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  arrivals  since  January  31  up 
to  19,418.  Of  the  number  reported  for 
March,  4,972  were  English,  792  Italians, 
409  Russian,  364  Scotch,  287  Hungarians, 
268  Gallicians,  253  Irish  and  202  German, 
the  number  next  in  order  being  178 
Swedish.  From  the  United  States'  there 
arrived  per  Winnipeg  4,336  during  March, 
and  16,712  since  January  1st.  Returned 
Canadians  numbered  259  in  March,  and  563 
since  the  beginning  of  year. 

Homestead  Entries  for  March. 

The   following    statement,   published   by 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
shows    the    number    of    homestead    entri 
according  to  the  various  agencies,  made  dur 
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ing  the  month  of  March,  1903,  as  compared 
with  March,  1902  :— 


Agency. 


Alameda 

Battleford 

Brandon ..... 

Calgary 

Dauphin 

Edmonton  . , 

Kamloops    

Lethbridge 

Minnedosa 

New  Westminster 
Prince  Albert .... 

Regina 

Red  Deer 

Winnipeg 

Yorkton 

Total 


1903. 


92 

46 

78 

156 

60 

290 

6 

150 

56 

6 

205 

451 

135 

111 

483 


2,325 


1902. 

i 
Increase. 

99 

23 

23 

29 

49 

159 



35 

25 

247 

43 

8 

97 

53 

41 

15 

4 

2 

68 

137 

161 

290 

114 

21 

76 

35 

46 

437 

1,207 

1,130 

Decrease. 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  net  increase  in  the 
number  of  entries  during  the  month  was 
1,118. 

The  statement  of  entries  made  for  the 
various  months  of  the  present  fiscal  year  to 
date  is  as  follows  :— 


Month. 

July 

August 

September 

October  

November  ... 
December 

January 

February  

March 

Total... 


1902. 

1901. 
921 

2,622 

1,902 

763 

1,416 

566 

2,142 

779 

2,482 

752 

1,640 

825 

1903. 

1902. 

1,109 

809 

1,165 

928 

2,325 

1,207 

16,803 

7,555 

Increase 

1,701 
1,134 

850 
1,363 
1,730 

815 


300 

237 

1,118 

9  248 


Nationalities  of  Homesteaders. 

The  nationalities  of  homesteaders,  as  re- 
ported by  the  several  agencies  of  the  Depart- 
ment o!:'  the  Interior  in  Manitoba,  the  North- 
west Territories  and  British  Columbia,  during 
the  month  of  March,  1903,  were  as  follows  : 


Nationalities. 

Number 

,  of. 
Entries. 

Canadians  from  Ontario 

ii                Quebec 

ii                Nova  Scotia. 

282 
39 
19 

ii                New  Brunswick 

ii                Prince  Edward  Island.. . . 

ii                North  west  Territories.    . 
ii                British  Columbia 

2 

70 
65 

6 

Nationalities. 


Persons  who  had  previous  entry 

Canadians  returned  from  the  United  States 

Americans 

English 

Scotch 

Irish 

Germans 

Austro-Hungarians 

Doukobours. 

Others 


Total. 


Number 

of 
Entries. 


148 
59 

907 

163 
37 
21 
60 

246 
47 

147 


2,325 


The  2,325  entries  above  represent  a  popu- 
lation of  6,810  souls. 

Of  the  total  number  of  entries  made  dur- 
ing March  by  persons  coming  from  the 
United  States  into  Canada,  281  were  from 
Minnesota,  248  from  Dakota,  75  from  Wis- 
consin, 51  from  Iowa,  45  from  Nebraska,  42 
from  Kansas,  34  from  Missouri,  24  from 
Washington  and  20  from  Illinois. 

Lands  Patented  in  March. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  letters 
patent  covering  Dominion  lands  situated 
in  Manitoba,  the  North-west  Territories, 
British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  Territory, 
issued  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
during  the  month  of  March,  1903  : — 


Nature  of  Grant. 


British  Columbia  homesteads ...... 

British  Columbia  sales 

Commutation  grants 

Homesteads   

Hudson's  Bay  Co 

Military  homesteads 

Mining  lands  sale 

North-west  Half-breed  grants 

Parish  sales 

Railways — 

Canadian  Northern  Railway  ... 

Can.  Pac.  Ry.  grants 

Can.  Pac.  Ry.  nominee 

Can.  Pac.  Ry.  road  bed  and  station 
grounds 

Great  North  West  Central  Ry. .  . 

Manitoba  North  Western  Ry. . . . 

Manitoba  South  Western  Ry. .    . 

•  Qu'Appelle,  Long  Lake  and  Sask. 

Ry.  and  Steamboat  Co 

Saskatchewan  and  Okanagan  Ry. 

Sales 

Schools  lands  sales 

Special  grants 

Yukon  Territory  sales! 

Yukon  Territory  special 

Total 


H 


o<! 


214,950  02 
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CONDITIONS  OF  RAILWAY  EMPLOYMENT  IN  CANADA— ANNUAL  STATEMENT 
OF  THE  G.T.R.  CO.  INSURANCE  AND  PROVIDENT  SOCIETY. 


The  recent  publication  of  the  18th  annual 
statement  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Insurance 
and  Provident  Society  places  some  im. 
portant  statistics  relative  to  the  nature 
of  railway  employment  in  Canada  at 
the  disposal  of  the  public.  As  the  lead- 
ing objects  of  the  society  are  to  provide 
allowances  to  members  when  rendered  in- 
capable of  following  their  employment  by 
illness  or  bodily  injury,  together  with  a 
system  of  insurance  in  the  event  of  death, 
the  returns  of  the  society  on  the  subject  of 
death  rates  and  the  payment  of  sickness  and 
accident  benefits  are  particularly  significant. 

The  society  has  a  membership  of  10,144 
persons,  of  whom  900  are  retired  employees. 
Of  the  active  members,  1,412  are  conductors, 
brakemen  and  baggagemen;  1,311  are 
engineers  and  firemen  ;  310  are  yardmen, 
couplers  or  switchmen  ;  2,357  are  mechan- 
ics ;  3,184  are  labourers  and  680  are 
station  and  general  office  hands.  Of  this 
membership  a  grand  total  of  3,804  cases  of 
sickness  and  accidents  and  128  deaths  was 
reported  during  1902.  In  this  connection 
it  should  be  noted  that  the  members  of  the 
society  are  subjected  to  a  medical  examina- 
tion before  being  admitted  to  employment. 

Prevailing  Diseases  of  Railway  Employees 

Over  one-third  of  the  entire  membership 
of  the  society  was  on  the  sick-list  through 
accident  or  disease  during  1902,  and  a  com- 
plete analysis  of  the  various  cases  reported 
is  published  in  the  annual  statement.  Ac- 
cording to  this  authority  a  large  amount  of 
the  sickness  of  the  members  was  due  to  ex- 
posure. Thus  of  a  total  of  2,848  cases  of 
sickness,  there  were  613  cases  of  influenza, 
54  of  pneumonia,  19  of  consumption,  210  of 
lumbago,  231  of  rheumatism,  276  of  bron- 
chitis, 133  of  tonsilitis,  36  of  pleurisy,  58 
of  neuralgia  and  37  of  sciatica.  Though 
numerous  other  complaints  showed  high 
indigestion,  36  of  boils,  66  of  abcesses,  45  of 


aggregates,  as,  for  example,  52  cases  of 
typhoid  fever,  28  of  malaria,  20  of  appen- 
dicitis, 55  of  diarrhoea,  58  of  enteritis,  68  of 
diseases  of  the  eye,  and  30  of  skin  diseases. 
Considerably  more  than  one-half  of  the  cases 
of  sickness  reported  was  attributable  directly 
or  indirectly  to  climatic  conditions.  Only 
one  case  of  frost-bite  and  two  of  sunstroke 
were  reported.  The  total  number  of  cases 
of  sickness  was  2,847,  as  against  3,727  in 
1901. 

Deaths. 

Ninety-two  of  the  128  deaths  of  members 
reported,  resulted  from  natural  causes,  though 
the  nature  of  the  occupation  is  in  part  evident 
in  the  causes.  Thus  1 2  died  from  heart  dis- 
ease, 12  from  pneumonia,  15  from  tuberculosis, 

8  from  apoplexy,  6  from  paralysis,  5  from 
Bright's  disease,  4  from  cancer  and  4  from 
senile  debility.  There  were  36  cases  of 
deaths  from  accidents.  Of  these  2  were  from 
gunshot  wounds,  1  from  fracture  of  the 
thigh,  1  from  suffocation,  1  from  drowning, 
1  from  accidental  shooting,  and  the  balance 
from  various  injuries.  The  average  age  of 
deceased  members  was  52-28  years  as  com- 
pared  with  48-40  in  1901  and  45-82  a 
decade  ago. 

Accidents. 

There  were  957  accidents  and  cases  of 
injuries  of  members  reported  during  1902. 
Of  these  36  were  fatal.  Sixteen  of  the  acci- 
dents resulted  in  amputations,  32  were  burns, 

9  were  dislocations,  123  were  fractures,  368 
consisted  of  injuries  to  the  upper  extremities, 
head  and  face,  and  463  of  injuries  to 
the  lower  extremities  and  body.  There  were 
117  cases  of  injuries  to  the  fingers,  92  to  the 
hands,  89  to  the  feet  and  20  to  the  toes.  As 
compared  with  last  year  there  were  fewer 
accidents,  the  total  being  979  for  1901. 

Sickness  and  Accidents  by  Classes. 

According  to  the  classes  of  workmen 
affected,  the  cases  of  sickness  and  accidents 
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were  reported  as  follows : — Conductors, 
brakemen,  and  train  baggagemen,  214  acci- 
dents and  530  cases  of  sickness — or,  roughly, 
50  per  cent ;  engineers  and  firemen  185  acci- 
dents and  761  cases  of  sickness,  or  42  per 
cent ;  yardmen,  couplers  and  switchmen,  31 
accidents  and  87  cases  of  sickness,  or  38  per 
cent ;  labourers,  249  accidents  and  662  cases 
of  sickness,  or  28  per  cent  ;  station  and 
office  staff,  6  accidents  and  92  cases  of  sick- 
ness, or  14  per  cent. 

Fees  and  Disbursements   of  the  Society. 

The  members  paid  in  $47,999.24  in 
monthly  fees,  $898.90  in  fees  of  retired 
members  and  $1,003.50  in  examination  fees 


collected  from  members.  In  addition  the 
Grand  Trunk  Company  contributed  the  an- 
nual allowance  of  $12,500  and  $80,016.53 
were  received  in  life  insurance  levies.  Of  the 
sums  paid  out  the  following  were  the  chief 
items  : — Life  insurance  claims,  $81,771.25  ; 
sick  benefits,  $36,734  ;  medical  attendance,  , 
$20,047.37.  The  total  insurance  carried  is 
$4,696,750,  the  members  paying  in  pro- 
portion to  the  risk  of  their  employment. 
Some  3,033  members,  paying  50  cents  per 
month,  received  from  the  society  in  sick 
benefits  and  insurance  $38,887.25,  or  at  the 
rate  of  $12.82  per  head,  and  6,221  members, 
paying  40  and  20  cents  per  mon;th,  received 
$39,513.75  or  $6.35  per  head. 


WAGES  AND  HOURS  OF  RAILWAY  EMPLOYEES,   C  AN  AD  A—  Concluded. 


VI.— TELEGRAPHERS. 


With  table  No.  VI,  relating  to  the  wages 
and  hours  of  telegraphers,  the  series  of 
articles  begun  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for 
September,  1902,  dealing  with  the  wages 
and  hours  of  the  railway  employees  in 
Canada,  is  brought  to  a  close.  * 

As  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  issues 
of  the  Gazette,  the  information  embodied  in 
these  tables  was  secured  as  the  result  of  a 
special  investigation  carried  on  by  the  De- 
partment of  Labour  dui'ing  the  summer  of 
1902.  It  has  been  thought  advisable* 
accordingly,  not  to  incorporate  in  the 
articles  in  question  any  information  as  to 
changes  in  wages  and  hours  that  may  have 
reached  the  department  since  the  date  of 
the  original  investigation,  in  order  that  the 
situation  among  all  classes  of  railway  em- 
ployees might  be  presented  as  a  whole  as  it 
existed  at  a  definite  period   of  time.     The 


*  The  previous  articles  of  this  series  appeared  in  the 
Labour  Gazette  as  follows : — (1)  Wages  and  hours  of 
railway  conductors,  September,  1902  ;  (2)  locomotive 
engineers,  October,  1902 ;  (3)  locomotive  firemen, 
December,  1902 ;  (4)  baggagemen  and  brakemen, 
February,  1903 ;  (5)  maintenance-of-way  men,  yard- 
men, switchmen  and  freight  handlers,  March,  1903. 


investigation    was 


manner  in  which  the 
carried  on  and  the  principles  of  classification 
adopted  in  presenting  results  have  also  been 
previously  explained  in  the  Gazette.  It  may 
be  repeated  that  the  tables  represent  in  all 
returns  from  about  fifty  railways,  only  those 
roads  whose  business  was  on  a  scale  of  more 
than  local  importance  being  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Method  of  Classification. 

As  in  the  earlier  articles  of  the  series 
index  numbers  have  been  substituted  for  the 
names  of  companies  in  the  present  tables. 
A  detailed  classification  of  rates  has  also 
been  thought  a  more  advisable  form  in  which 
to  present  the  information  than  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  department  to  average  the 
various  rates  for  which  returns  have  been 
made.  Under  the  heading  of  '  specified  con- 
ditions '  in  the  table  of  telegraphers'  wages 
and  hours  such  various  additional  details 
will  be  found  as  were  considered  of  impor^ 
tance  in  connection  with  the  different  rates 
recorded. 
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SETTLEMENT  OF  STRIKE  OF  EMPLOYEES  OF  ST.  CROIX  COTTON  MILL, 

MILLTOWN,  N.B.,  UNDER  CONCILIATION  ACT,   1900. 

On  the  13th  of  March  the  weavers  in  the  the  reduced  earnings  of  the   employees  was 

employ  of    the    Canadian   Coloured  Cotton  attributable    to    the    bad    quality   of    raw 

Mills  Company,  Limited,   at  the  St.   Croix  material,   which   was  the  only  quality  that 

Cotton   Mill   at   Milltown,   N.B.,    went  on  the  company  had    been   able  to  obtain  in 

strike,  numbering   about    300  in  all.     The  purchasing   its    supplies ;  that   as  a    conse- 

strike  brought  about  a  complete  cessation  of  quence    of   this    inferior    quality    the    total 

work  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  mill,  production  of  the  mills  had  also  been  lessened, 

and  other  departments  being  dependent  on  The  poor  supply,  however,  was  being  rapidly 

this  branch,  it  became  necessary  to  close  the  exhausted  and  he   believed   that  with   the 

entire  mill  on  the  15th  of  the  month.     The  better  supply  which  the  weavers  were  likely 

closing  down  of  the  mills  threw  out  of  work  to  receive  during  that  and  succeeding  months 

about  800  employees.  there  would  be  opportunity  for  making  the 

The  St.  Croix  mills  are  situate  at  Mill-  same  waSes  as  had  been  made  durinS  the 

town,  KB.,  which  adjoins  the  town  of  St.  Previous  7ear-     In  view  of   this  explanation 


the  weavers  decided  not  to  take  further 
action  in  the  matter,  but  to  await  results. 
Finding,   however,   that  in  many  cases  the 


total  earnings  did  not  show  the  increase 
which  they  had  expected,  the  agitation  was 
continued  and  finally  a  strike  was  declared 
on  March  13.  No  formal  demands,  other 
than     those    made    at    the     interview    in 


Stephen.  The  pay-roll  of  the  company  is  a 
very  large  one,  and  the  industry  is  one  of 
the  most  important  in  that  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  New  Brunswick.  The  strike  had 
not  been  long  in  continuance,  therefore, 
before  the  business  interests  in  the  commun- 
ity began  to  be  affected,  and  suffering  was 
threatened,  not  only  to  the  families  of  many 

of  the  employees  immediately  concerned,  but  Januai7>  had  ***  presented  to  the  company 

to  many  others  as  well.  Pnor   to    the   stnke'   and  .to    many  of  the 

weavers  themselves  the  strike  on  that  date 

Causes  of  the  Strike.  came  as  a  surprise.    Immediately  after  going 

out,  however,  the  demand  for  a  15  per  cent 

For  some  months  before  the  end  of  last  increase  in  the  price  schedule  was  renewed, 

year  the  employees  in  the  weaving  depart-  but  no  other  demands  were  made  upon  the 

ment   had  experienced  considerable  falling  company, 
off  in  their  average  weekly  earnings.    It  was 

maintained  by  many  that  with  the  same  From  the  outset  the  management  main- 
amount  of  work  they  were  not  able  to  earn  tained  that  they  were  not  in  a  position  to 
within  one  or  two  dollars  per  week  of  the  grant  the  increase  requested,  and  the  mills 
amount  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  remained  closed  during  the  month.  On  the 
make  in  the  corresponding  period  during  the  March  30,  however,  in  response  to  requests 
year  previous.  These  facts  were  brought  to  made  on  behalf  of  the  interested  public,  the 
the  attention  of  the  management  by  a  com-  manager  decided  to  reopen  the  mills  with  a 
mittee  of  the  weavers  appointed  for  that  pur-  view  to  giving  opportunity  to  any  who 
pose  in  the  early  part  of  January,  the  com-  might  desire  it  to  return  to  work,  but  on 
mittee  asking,  at  that  time,  that  in  view  of  that  date  only  30  weavers  returned  to  work, 
this  reduction  and  the  increased  cost  of  the  most  of  them  inexperienced  hands,  and, 
living,  an  increase  of  15  per  cent  be  granted,  with  two  exceptions,  all  women,  nor  was 
The  manager  of  the  company  explained  to  this  number  increased  by  above  three  or  four 
the  committee  at  the  time  that  the  cause  of  during  the  week  that  followed. 
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Intervention  of  Department  of  Labour. 

After  the  re-opening  of  the  mills  on  the 
March  30,  and  when  it  was  seen  that .  of 
the  total  number  of  those  who  went  on 
strike,  only  30  were  willing  to  return  to 
work,  a  communication  was  sent  by  the 
strikers  to  the  Department  of  Labour,  ask- 
ing: for  its  intervention  under  the  Concilia- 
tion  Act.  The  communication,  which  was 
dated  March  31,  was  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment on  April  3,  and  was  replied  to  on  that 
date.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  com- 
munication received  : 

Milltown,  N.B.,  March  31,  A.D.  1903. 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King,  Esq., 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour, 

Department  of  Labour, 
Ottawa,  Canada. 
(Reference  No.  2113.) 

Sir  : — I  am  inclosing  your  department  herewith 
the  form  sent  to  me,  having  supplied  such  information 
in  regard  to  the  points  indicated  as  seemed  to  me 
called  for. 

In  addition  to  this,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  you 
for  your  consideration  the  following  matters  re- 
lating to  the  dispute  between  the  St.  Croix  Cotton 
Mill  and  the  weavers  of  that  establishment.  The 
facts  of  this  case  are  that  for  some  time  past  dis- 
satisfaction has  existed  among  the  weavers  over  the 
wages  they  were  receiving.  No  reductions  of  any 
amount  had  taken  place  in  the  price  schedule,  but, 
owing  to  other  causes,  chiefly  the  bad  quality  of  the 
work  furnished,  they  were  receiving  on  an  average 
about  two  dollars  a  week  less  than  during  the  eighteen 
months  preceding.  In  the  month  of  January  in  the 
present  year  a  committee  representing  the  weavers 
waited  upon  Lewis  Dexter,  Jr.,  Esq.,  manager 
of  the  St.  Croix  Mill,  and  laid  the  above  facts 
before  him,  and  asked  that  in  view  of  the 
reductions  that  had  taken  place  in  their  earn- 
ings, and  the  increased  cost  of  living  which  now 
obtains,  an  increase  of  15  per  cent  in  the  price 
schedule  then  in  effect  be  granted.  This  was  refused 
by  Mr.  Dexter  on  behalf  of  the  Company,  but  he  pro- 
mised that  within  two  months  such  changes  would 
take  place  in  the  management  of  the  weaving  depart- 
ment and  such  improvement  in  the  quality  of  material 
furnished,  as  would  enable  the  weavers  to  earn  wages 
equal  on  the  whole  to  what  they  received  a  year  or 
eighteen  months  ago  on  similar  classes  of  work. 

The  weavers  assert  that  these  promises  of  the 
management  were  not  fulfilled,  and  on  the  13th  of 
March,  without  any  further  negotiations  or  notice,  they 
went  on  strike.  On  the  same  day  a  communication 
was  sent  the  manager  demanding  an  increase  of  15 
per  cent  in  the  price  schedule.  This  was  refused,  and 
on  the  15th  the  mill  closed,  throwing  some  800  hands 
out  of  employment.  On  the  30th  instant  efforts  at 
operation  were  resumed,  but  of  the  300  weavers  only 
30  returned  to  work,  nor  is  there  any  likelihood  of  their 
doing  so  at  present. 

The  towns  of  Milltown  and  St.  Stephen,  having  a 
combined  population  of  some  5,000,  are  suffering 
greatly  by  the  existing  state  of  affairs,  and  if  some 
solution  is  not  arrived  at  soon,  the  coming  summer 
will  be  one  of  great  business  depression  in  these  two 
places,  for  nearly  every  family  is  affected  directly  or 
indirectly.    I  may  add  that  there  has  been  no  violence 


or  any  intimidation  of  any  kind  whatever,  nor  is  there 
any  ill  feeling  existing. 

On  behalf  of  the  weavers,  and  as  chairman  of  the 
strike  committee,  I  wish  to  inquire  of  your  depart- 
ment whether  the  services  of  yourself  as  Deputy- 
Minister  of  Labour,  or  of  some  one  appointed  by  the 
Minister,  could  be  secured  to  come  to  Milltown,  and 
act  as  conciliator  under  the  provisions  of  '  The  Con- 
ciliation Act,  1900. '  The  present  position  of  affairs  is 
such  as  to  lead  us  to  believe  that  the  intervention  of 
a  disinterested  third  person  chosen  by  the  Govern- 
ment might  result  in  an  understanding  being  arrived 
at.  It  would  at  least  bring  the  disputants  together 
in  conference,  and  ascertain  whether  an  agreement 
could  be  arranged,  either  by  both  parties  making  con- 
cessions, or  by  reference  to  arbitration,  or  perhaps 
simply  by  a  better  understanding  on  the  part  of  all 
parties  concerned. 

Might  I  ask  for  your  early  consideration  of  this 
communication,  with  your  decision  as  to  the  request 
contained  in  it  ? 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
(Sgd.)    FREDERICK  A.  MORRISON, 

Chairman  of  the  Strike  Committee  of  the 
St.  Croix  Cotton  Mill  Weavers. 

On  receipt  of  the  request  of  the  weavers 
for  the  intervention  of  the  department,  and 
having  considered  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  Sir  William  Mulock,  the  Minister  of 
Labour,  instructed  Mr.  King,  the  Deputy 
Minister,  to  proceed  at  once  to  Milltown 
with  a  view  to  lending  the  good  offices  of 
the  department.  At  the  same  time  the 
Minister  sent  a  communication  to  the  com- 
pany informing  it  that  the  friendly  offices  of 
the  department  had  been  requested  under 
the  Act  by  one  of  the  disputants,  and  ex- 
pressing the  hope  that  both  sides  would  see 
their  way  to  accepting  the  good  offices  of  the 
department,  with  a  view  to  bringing  about 
a  termination  of  the  dispute. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  communica- 
tion sent  by  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  the 
company  in  this  connection  : — 

Department  of  Labour, 

Ottawa,  April  3,  1903. 

Dear  Sir,— The  Department  of  Labour  has  re- 
ceived ou  behalf  of  the  weavers  recently  in  the  employ 
of  the  St.  Croix  Cotton  Mills,  and  at  present  on 
strike,  an  application  for  its  friendly  intervention 
under  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900,  with  a  view  of 
effecting  a  settlement  of  the  present  differences  be- 
tween the  company  and  its  employees. 

The  application  has  been  made  by  a  committee  of 
the  employees  on  strike,  and  is  signed  by  the  chair- 
man of  that  committee.  In  his  communication  he 
points  out  that  the  towns  of  Milltown  and  St.  Stephen 
are  suffering  greatly  by  the  existing  state  of  affairs, 
and  that  if  some  solution  is  not  arrived  at  soon  the 
coming  summer  will  be  one  of  great  business  depres- 
sion in  both  those  places  as  nearly  every  family  is 
affected  either  directly  or  indirectly.  He  adds  that 
the  present  condition  of  affairs  is  such  as  to  lead  the 
committee  to  believe  that  the  intervention  of  a  dis- 
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interested  third  person,   chosen  by  the  Government, 
might  result  in  an  understanding  being  arrived  at. 

It  would  appear  from  these  representations  that 
unless  speedily  terminated  the  present  strike  must 
necessarily  occasion  very  great  distress,  and  it  there- 
fore appears  to  me  most  desirable  that  the  dispute 
should  be  settled  at  the  earliest  moment  possible. 

Accordingly  I  have  instructed  Mr.  King,  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  to  proceed  to  Milltown  to  discuss 
the  subject  with  both  parties,  and  I  take  the  liberty 
of  expressing  the  hope  that  your  company  may  see  its 
way  to  join  with  the  other  disputants  in  accepting  the 
services  of  my  deputy  as  a  friendly  mediator  between 
the  parties. 

I  am  inclosing  herewith  for  your  information  a 
copy  of  the  Conciliation  Act,  1900,  together  with 
remarks  at  the  time  the  measure  was  introduced  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  from  which  you  may  be  in  a 
better  position  to  understand  the  nature  of  the  depart- 
ment's intervention  in  this  matter. 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  MULOCK. 
Lewis  Dexter,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Manager  St.  Croix  Cotton  Mill, 
Milltown,  N.B. 

Settlement  Negotiations. 

Mr.  King  arrived  at  St.   Stephen,   N.  B., 
on  the  evening  of  April  7,  and  was  met  at 
the  station  by  the  committee  of  the  employees 
with  whom  he  had   a   subsequent  interview 
at  the  hotel.     On  the  following  morning  he 
called  upon  the  general  manager  of  the  com- 
pany at  the  company's  offices,  and  after  hear- 
ing the  representation  of  the  company  in  the 
matter,  arranged  for  a  joint  conference  be- 
tween the  company  and   the   committee   of 
the  strikers.     This  conference  was   held  on 
the  morning  of  the  same  day  in  the  general 
manager's  office.     The  general  manager,  and 
two  of  his  superintendents  were  present  as 
representatives    of   the    company,    and    the 
chairman    and    two   other  members  of  the 
committee   as    the    representatives    of    the 
strikers.     At  this  conference  the  books  of 
the  company  were  produced^  and  an  examin- 
ation made  of  the  facts  bearing  on  the  case. 
It  was  seen  that  the  periods  during  which 
the  wages  of  the  employees  had  been  lowest, 
were  also  the  periods  of  least  favourable  pro- 
duction for  the  company.     From  the   exam- 
ination of  the  wages  earned  by  a  number  of 
the  weavers  selected  by  the  committee  repre- 
senting them,  it  was  further  shown  that  on 
the  whole  there  had  been  an  upward  tendency 
in  the  amounts  of  their  remuneration  in  the 
month  and  a  half  prior  to  the   strike.       Ex- 
planations were  made  by  the  management 


of  changes  in  schedule  rates  which  had  been 
posted,  and  which  some  of  the  employees 
had  supposed  necessitated  a  reduction  in 
their  total  earnings.  Other  points  of  less 
importance  were  also  frankly  and  openly 
discussed. 

A  mass  meeting  of  the  strikers  had  been 
called  in  the  local  armoury  for  the  afternoon, 
at  which  the  results  of  the  morning's  confer- 
ence were  to  be  made  known.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  situation  was  reviewed  by  the  de- 
puty minister  and  by  the  members  of  the 
committee,  and  after  an  open  discussion  a 
secret  ballot  was  taken  by  which  it  was 
decided  that  the  strike  should  be  declared 
off.  This  decision  was  come  to  in  virtue  of 
the  explanations  which  had  been  made,  and 
of  the  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany not  to  discriminate  against  any  of  its 
employees  for  having  taken  part  in  the  strike 
and  its  promise  to  be  willing  on  any  future 
occasion  where  difficulties  might  arise,  of 
which  a  satisfactory  adjustment  could  not 
be  made  by  the  superintendent,  to  discuss 
these  matters  with  a  committee  of  its  em- 
ployees. 

An  incident  of  importance  in  connection 
with  the  strike,  and  which  may  have  helped 
in  part  to  precipitate  it  on  the  day  it  occur- 
red, was  the  hasty  language  used  by  a  sub- 
ordinate overseer  in  treating  with  the  men 
when  they  were  assembled  together  prior  to 
going  on  strike.  The  admission  on  the  part 
of  the  company  that  these  words  were  un- 
justifiable, and  that  they  contained  an 
element  of  provocation,  went  a  considerable 
way  in  reconciling  the  employees  to  return 
to  work. 

Amicable  Relations  Maintained. 

It  should  be  mentioned  in  connection  with 
this  strike  that  from  the  outset  there  ap- 
peared to  be  little  or  no  evidence  of  any 
personal  ill-feeling  or  animosity  between  the 
parties,  nor  was  there  any  ill  advised  action 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  strikers  or  their 
sympathizers.      This   fact,    and    the   excep- 
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tionally  friendly  spirit  in  which  the  joint 
negotiations  were  carried  on,  as  well  as  the 
readiness  of  both  parties  to  explain  the 
situation  fully  to  the  government's  repre- 
sentative, and  to  afford  him  every  facility 
in  his  work  had  much  to  do  with  the  fact 
that  little  time  beyond  a  few  hours  was 
necessary  to  effect  a  settlement  after  pro- 
ceedings had  once  been  commenced  with 
this  end  in  view.  As  evidence  of  the  kind 
of  feeling  which  is  the  best  guarantee  of  the 
friendly  relations  between  the  parties  might 
be  mentioned  the  fact  that,  after  the  settle- 
ment of  the  strike,  the  committee  of  the 
strikers  who  in  the  morning  had  met  with 
the  committee  of  their  employers  to  discuss 
the  questions  in  dispute  accompanied  the 
same  committee  through  the  mills,  when,  at 
the  courtesy  of  the  general  manager  the 
deputy  minister  was  shown  over  the  pre- 
mises. 


Unfortunate  Consequences  of  Strike. 

On  the  morning  after  the  settlement, 
practically  all  of  the  employees  who  had  not 
left  for  other  parts  during  the  strike  re- 
turned to  work  and  the  operations  of  the 
mills  were  continued  as  prior  to  the  strike. 
An  unfortunate  consequence,  however,  of 
the  strike  was  that  in  all  about  1 00  weavers 
had  jjeft  during  its  continuance  for  the 
United  States  to  secure  employment  in  the 
mills  there.  Each  day  of  the  strike  was 
adding  to  this  number,  and  the  fact  that 
many  of  these  men  were  securing  permanent 
employment  in  the  United  States  made  its 
termination  a  matter  not  only  of  very  ma- 
terial importance  to  the  company,  but  also 
to  the  country  as  well.  Some  of  those  who 
left  during  the  strike  returned  after  its 
settlement,  but  at  the  end  of  the  month 
there  were  still  a  number  who  had  not  come 
back  to  this  country. 


SETTLEMENT    OF    STRIKE    OF    HAWKESBURY    LUMBER    MILL    EMPLOYEES 

UNDER  CONCILIATION  ACT. 


On  Friday,  April  9,  1903,  about  250 
employees  of  the  Hawkesbury  Lumber  Com- 
pany, at  Hawkesbury,  Ont.,  went  on  strike 
because  of  the  refusal  on  the  part  of  the 
Company  to  accede  to  certain  demands 
which  were  made  upon  it  by  the  local  union 
of  which  the  employees  were  members- 
The  union  to  which  the  employees  in  ques- 
tion belong  is  known  as  'The  National 
Labour  Union  of  Hawkesbury.'  It  is  a 
general  labour  union  and  is  composed  of 
employees  belonging  to  different  trades  and 
working  in  different  establishments.  At  a 
special  meeting  of  this  union  held  on  the 
April  2,  a  schedule  of  wages  covering 
rates  for  the  several  classes  of  labour  em- 
ployed in  the  mill  was  drawn  up  and  a 
demand  was  made  on  the  company  that 
these  rates  should  be  paid  for  the  season  of 
1903.  It  was  also  demanded  that  union 
men  be  employed  in  preference  to  non- 
union men  and  that  in  future  only  two  days' 


pay  should  be  retained  by  the  company. 
An  answer  was  requested  for  Wednesday, 
April  8,  and  a  satisfactory  reply  not  hav- 
ing been  obtained  a  strike  was  declared. 

The  Nature  of  the  Demands. 

The  company  owns  two  mills  at  Hawkes- 
bury and  a  large  percentage  of  its  employees 
work  in  the  mills  during  the  spring  and 
summer  months  and  in  the  woods  in  the  fall 
and  winter.  The  mills  had  resumed  oper- 
ations only  a  few  days  befor  the  demands  of 
the  employees  had  been  made,  and  at  the 
time  of  commencing  operations  a  reduction 
in  the  number  of  hours  from  11  to  10  per 
day  and  an  increase  in  the  customary  rates 
of  wages  of  some  of  the  employees  had  been 
granted  by  the  company.  The  custom, 
moreover,  adopted  in  previous  years  of 
retaining  one  week's  pay  until  the  end  of 
the  season  was  abandoned,  and  only  the 
practice  of  making  payment  for  services  of 
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the  previous  week  at  the  end  of  the  week 
following  continued.  To  the  demands,  there- 
fore, of  its  employees  for  an  increase  in 
wages  and  other  conditions  the  company 
replied  that  it  had  gone  as  far  in  this  direc- 
tion as  it  was  in  a  position  to  do.  The 
detailed  schedule  of  rates  was  subsequently 
abandoned  and  there  was  substituted  for  it 
a  minimum  wage  of  $1.25  per  day.  To  this 
"the  company  pointed  out  that  there 
was  a  general  demand  for  good  labour  at 
$1.25  or  more,  and  that  men  who  were  not 
receiving  that  amount  were  really  not  cap- 
able of  earning  it.  To  the  request  that 
union  men  should  be  employed  in  preference 
to  non-union  men,  the  company  contended 
that  in  their  employ  were  a  large  number  of 
men  who  did  not  belong  to  the  union  and 
that  any  agreement  on  its  part  to  a  demand 
of  this  kind  was  manifestly  unfair  to  the 
men  in  its  employ  who  did  not  belong  to 
any  organization. 

Incidents  of  the  Strike. 

The  company's  mills  are  situated  on  an 
island,  and  at  the  time  the  strike  was  de- 
clared only  the  employees  of  one  of  the  mills 
went  out ;  the  other  mill  was  worked  by  a 
number  of  men  who  did  not  belong;  to  the 
union  and  who  happened  to  live  on  the 
island.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  strikers, 
after  the  time  the  strike  was  declared,  was 
an  attempt  to  prevent  the  company  from 
carrying  on  its  work.  They  took  possession 
of  the  ferry  and  posted  a  crowd  on  the 
bridge  between  the  mainland  and  the  island 
in  order  that  no  one  might  cross  to  or  from 
the  island.  On  Saturday  morning  a  posse 
of  special  constables,  led  by  the  deputy 
sheriff  and  county  constable,  tried  unsuccess- 
fully to  open  a  passage  to  the  mill,  the  men 
in  the  crowd  resisting  them  with  stones  and 
clubs.  This  and  other  actions  of  a  threaten- 
ing nature  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  strikers 
spread  considerable  alarm  through  the  vil- 
lage lest  serious  riots  might  result  and  in 
order  to  avoid  the  risk  of  rioting  on  Monday, 


the  company  on  that  date  closed  the  mill 
which  had  remained  open.  It  also 
brought  about  50  detectives  from  Toronto 
and  Montreal  to  protect  its  property. 
For  a  time  there  was  some  talk  of  calling 
out  the  militia,  and  the  strike,  which  at  its 
inception  did  not  involve  a  large  number  of 
men  and  which  for  other  reasons  might  have 
been  comparatively  unimportant,  assumed 
an  aspect  so  serious  as  to  make  it  one  of  the 
most  unfortunate  disputes  of  the  year. 

Intervention  of  Department  of  Labour. 

Efforts  on  the  part  of  disinterested  parties 
to  bring  about  a  settlement  of  the  differences 
between  the  strikers  and  the  company  hav- 
ing proved  unsuccessful,  the  intervention 
of  the  Department  of  Labour,  under  the 
Conciliation  Act,  was  requested  by  Mr. 
Proulx,  member  of  parliament  for  the  county, 
and  on  Tuesday  morning,  Mr.  King,  Deputy 
Minister  of  Labour,  was  sent  by  the  minister 
to  lend  the  friendly  offices  of  the  department 
with  a  view  of  bringing  about  a  settlement 
of  the  matters  in  dispute.  Upon  arrival  at 
Hawkesbury,  Mr.  King  met  a  committee  of 
employees  on  strike  and  also  the  managing 
director  and  secretary  of  the  company,  and 
after  one  or  two  interviews  with  each  of 
these  parties  a  basis  of  settlement  was 
arrived  at  which  was  communicated  to  the 
company  by  letter  and  acceded  to  in  a 
written  reply.  The  contents  of  the  Deputy 
Minister's  letter  and  the  reply  of  the  com- 
pany were  submitted  to  a  mass  meeting  of 
the  strikers,  called  for  six  o'clock,  p.m.,  of 
the  same  day,  and  at  this  meeting  it  was 
unanimously  decided  that  the  strike  be  de- 
clared off  on  the  basis  of  the  terms  agreed 
to  by  the  company  in  reply  to  the  commun- 
ication of  the  Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 
It  was  further  arranged  that  the  strikers 
should  return  to  work  on  the  following  day. 

The  Terms  of  Settlement. 

The  following  are  copies  of  the  communi- 
cations   between    the    department   and   the 
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company,  of  the  terms  on  which  the  settle- 
ment was  based  : — 

Hawkesbury,  Ont.,  April  14,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — From  the  interviews  which  I  have  had 
to-day  with  the  committee  managing  the  present 
strike,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  a  settlement  of  the 
strike  could  be  effected  if  your  company  would  agree 
to  the  following  : — 

1.  The  company  to  reinstate  all  employees  in  their 
positions  held  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the 
strike. 

2.  The  company  to  allow  its  employees  full  liberty 
to  become  members  of  a  labour  organization,  as  in  the 
past,  if  they  so  desire. 

3.  The  company  not  to  retain  pay  due  on  account 
of  services  for  a  longer  time  than  three  days. 

I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear  at  once  if  these  terms  are 
acceptable. 

Yours  truly, 
W.  L.  MACKENZIE  KING, 

Deputy  Minister  of  Labour. 
Hawkesbury  Lumber  Co.,  Limited, 
Hawkesbury  Mills,  Ont. 


Hawkesbury  Mills,  Ont.,  April  14,  1903. 

Dear  Sir, — We  are  in  receipt  or  yours  of  the  14th, 
and  the  same  is  satisfactory,  and  we  hereby  agree  to 
same. 

We  are  at  all  times  satisfied  to  allow  our  employees 
to  join  labour  organizations,  but  prefer  their  not 
doing  so. 

We  fully  appreciate  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
this  matter. 

We  are,  Yours  truly, 

Hawkesbury  Lumber  Co.,  Ltd., 

R.  L.  BLACKBURN, 

Secretary. 
W.  L.  Mackenzie  King, 
Hawkesbury. 


On  the  day  following  the  settlement,  the 
mills  were  reopened  and  the  employees 
taken  back  by  instalments. 


DECISION  IN  THE  CASE  OF  THE  ALLEGED  COMBINE  OF  COAL  DEALERS 

AT  BRANTFORD,  ONT. 


In  connection  with  the  stringency  in 
the  Canadian  fuel  supply  during  the 
past  eight  months,  arising  out  of  the 
strike  of  coal  miners  in  the  an- 
thracite regions  of  Pennsylvania,  a  very 
important  development  was  that  which  took 
place  at  Brantford,  Ont.,  in  January  last, 
when  an  action  was  brought  before  the  Police 
Magistrate  of  that  city  against  a  number  of 
coal  dealers,  known  as  the  Ontario  Coal  As- 
sociation, for  alleged  conspiracy  to  lessen 
competition  in  the  purchase  and  sale  of  coal. 
As  the  members  of  the  Association  repre- 
sented a  number  of  leading  coal  firms  in  dif- 
ferent cities  of  the  province,  the  interest  of 
the  case  was  by  no  means  local.  The  result 
of  the  action  then  brought  was  a  reference 
for  further  trial  at  the  spring  assizes.  On  April 
16,  accordingly,  the  matter  came  up  again 
for  decision  before  the  Honourable  Justice 
R.  M.  Meredith,  who  found  the  president 
and  directors  of  the  association  guilty  of  the 
charge  alleged.  Although  the  decision  is 
not  to  be  considered  as  final,  an  appeal  to  a 
higher  court  having  been  announced  as  pend- 


*  A  full  report  of  this  evidence  will  be  found  in 
February  and  March  issues  of  the  Gazette  at  pages 
623  and  689  respectively. 


ing,  the  verdict  of  the  court  represents  an 
important  stage  in  the  progress  of  proceed- 
ings in  a  case  which  is  of  very  general  appli- 
cation. 

Further  Evidence  Adduced. 

The  proceedings  of  the  trial  opened  with 
the  acceptance  of  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  Police  Magistrate  of  Brantford  in  Jan- 
uary last,*  which  was  allowed  to  constitute 
the  entire  body  of  testimony  for  the  prosecu- 
tion. One  additional  witness  was  called  by 
the  defence,  namely,  Mr.  John  Mann,  a  retail 
dealer  in  coal  in  Brantford  during  the  past 
thirty  years.  The  witness  stated  that  if 
wholesalers  were  allowed  to  sell  direct  to 
consumers,  and  especially  to  the  large  manu- 
facturing concerns,  the  result  would  be  to 
seriously  injure  the  retail  trade.  Further 
evidence  was  concerned  with  conditions  in 
the  coal  trade  during  the  autumn  and  winter 
months.  The  witness  had  never  sold  coal  at  an 
unfair  profit,  though  it  would  have  been  pos- 
sible to  sell  it  at  a  very  high  price.  Although 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Ontario  Coal  As- 
sociation he  had  never  received  a  '  look-out' 
list  and  knew  little  about  the  workings  of 
the  organization. 
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Argument  of  Counsel. 

In  summing  up  the  case  for  the  defence, 
counsel  representing  the  Association  con- 
tended that  no  evidence  had  been  offered  to 
show  that  the  Association  had  attempted  to 
fix  coal  prices.  The  high  prices  of  last  fall 
were  due  entirely  to  the  recent  strike.  The 
Association,  he  contended,  was  a  perfectly 
legitimate  one,  and  the  only  controversy 
possible  was  whether  or  not  its  constitution 
or  by-laws  were  legal.  In  proof  that  the 
by-laws  were  not  illegal  he  submitted  that 
the  object  of  the  Association  was  not  open  to 
attack,  in  that  it  simply  implied  that  its 
members  refused  to  buy  from  those  whole- 
salers who  sold  direct  to  consumers. 

Finding  of  the  Court. 

During  the  summary  of  counsel,  His  Lord- 
ship offered  a  remark  to  the  effect  that  the 
Association  had  resorted  to  intimidation  to 
prevent  competition,  the  lett?r  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Association  to  the  manager  of  the 
T.  H.  &  B.  Company  being  considered  by 
the  Court  in  the  light  of  that  offense.  His 
Lordship  also  stated  that  there  was  no  doubt 
but  that  the  company  had  been  formed  to 
prevent  competition.     In  delivering  his  final 


decision  His  Lordship,  in  referring  further 
to  the  question  of  the  existence  of  a  con- 
spiracy, expressed  his  belief  that  it  had  been 
entered  into  by  those  belonging  to  the  As- 
sociation through  ignorance  of  the  true  bear- 
ing of  the  law  upon  the  subject.  It  was  a 
very  important  case,  however,  and  one  that 
had  no  parallel.  He  believed,  in  consequence, 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  take  it  to  the 
higher  courts.  He  accordingly  gave  a  find- 
ing of  guilt}?-  under  sub-section  D.  520  of  the 
Criminal  Code,  which  provides  that  all  com- 
panies unduly  formed  to  lessen  competition 
were  illegal.  As  far  as  the  President  of  the 
Association  was  concerned  he  considered  that 
he  had  acted  in  good  faith,  and  no  doubt 
thought  that  he  was  working  within  the  law. 
The  imposition  of  a  penalty  was  suspended 
in  order  to  give  opportunity  for  an  appeal  to 
the  higher  courts  as  suggested. 

An  Appeal  Announced. 

The  President  of  the  Association  announ- 
ced later  that  the  appeal  referred  to  would 
be  made  and  that  the  co-operation  of  other 
similar  organizations  in  other  trades  would 
be  asked  in  order  to  secure  the  establishment 
of  a  record.    . 


TECHNICAL  EDUCATION  IN  CANADA. 


Although  comparatively  little  has  as  yet 
been  accomplished  in  Canada  with  respect 
to  technical  education,  there  have  recently 
been  indications  of  a  rapidly  growing  inter- 
est in  the  subject  throughout  the  country, 
evidenced  chiefly  in  the  number  of  new  tech- 
nical institutions  in  various  parts  of  the  Do- 
minion for  the  establishment  of  which  there 
are  at  present  fair  prospects.  In  the  report 
of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labour 
on  trade  and  technical  education,  which 
formed  the  subject  of  a  special  article  in  the 
April  Gazette,  an  account  is  given  of  the  fol- 
lowing Canadian  schools  of  this  class  :  the 
Ontario  Agricultural  College  at  Guelph, 
schools    of    arts    and   manufactures    of   the 


province  of  Quebec,  the  Central  Ontario 
School  of  Art  and  Industrial  Design,  Toronto, 
the  Toronto  Technical  School,  and  the  Can- 
adian Horological  Institute,  and  in  view  of  the 
general  interest  in  the  subject  above  men- 
tioned, the  following  special  reference  to  this 
portion  of  the  report  has  been  reserved  for 
separate  publication. 

Under  each  of  the  headings  below  the  U.S. 
report  is  authority  for  the  statements  quoted. 

The  Ontario  Agricultural  College. 

The  Agricultural  College,  which  was  es- 
tablished by  the  Ontario  Government,  in 
1874,  at  Guelph,  provide  instruction  in  all 
subjects  usually  taught  in  such  institutions. 
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The  portion  of  its  work  that  comes  particu- 
larly within  the  scope  of  technical  education, 
is  the  dairying  branch.  This  aims  to  give  a 
thorough  training  in  everything  relating  to 
the  dairying  industry,  including  butter  and 
cheese  manufacture,  the  pasteurization  of 
milk,  the  feeding  and  management  of  cows, 
&c. 

There  are  also  provincial  dairy  schools  at 
Strathroy  and  Kingston,  which  offer  courses 
similar  to  those  at  Guelph. 

Schools  of  Art  and  Manufactures  in  Quebec 

In  1872  seven  schools  of  art  and  manu- 
factures were  established  in  the  province  of 
Quebec  by  an  Act  of  the  legislature.  These 
are  situated  in  Montreal,  Quebec,  Levis, 
Sherbrooke,  Sorel,  Three  Rivers  and  St. 
Hyacinthe.  They  are  under  the  control  of 
a  council  of  Arts  and  Manufactures,  com- 
posed of  seventeen  members  appointed  by 
the  Lieutenant-Governor.  The  Commis- 
sioner of  Agriculture  and  Colonization,  the 
Provincial  Secretary  and  the  Superinten- 
dent of  public  instruction  are,  ex-officio, 
members  of  this  council.  The  subjects 
taught  vary  considerably  in  the  different: 
localities,  and  include  free-hand,  mechanical 
and  architectural  drawing,  modeling,  plumb- 
ing, and  boot  and  shoe  making.  In  addition 
to  these,  decorative  painting,  lithography 
and  ladies'  dressmaking  are  taught  at  Mont- 
real. The  aim  of  the  schools  is  to  instruct 
apprentices  and  workmen  chiefly  in  the 
mechanical  and  building  trades  in  subjects 
connected  with  their  occupations,  informa- 
tion with  regard  to  which  would  be  difficult 
or  impossible  to  acquire  in  the  shops.  The 
course  in  boot  and  shoe  making  is  especially 
adapted  for  those  in  the  cutting  depart- 
ments of  boot  and  shoe  factories.  The 
schools  at  Montreal,  Quebec,  Levis  and 
Sherbrooke  are  reported  as  in  a  specially 
prosperous  condition. 

Schools  of  Art  in  Ontario. 

The  Central  Ontario  School  of  Art  and  In- 
dustrial Design,  many  of  whose  graduates  now 


occupy  good  positions  both  in  Canada  and  the 
United  States,  receives  small  grants  both  from 
the  province  and  the  municipality,  but  more 
than  half  of  its  income  is  derived  from 
tuition  fees.  The  work  of  the  school  is 
especially  adapted  to  those  whose  business 
requires  a  knowledge  of  art.  The  instruc- 
tion embraces  drawing  of  all  kinds,  geome- 
try, wood  carving,  lithography,  modeling  in 
clay  and  painting.  In  addition  to  the  Cen- 
tral Ontario  School  of  Art  and  Design,  there 
are  five  other  similar  institutions,  partially 
supported  by  government  grants,  at  Hamil- 
ton, Kingston,  London,  Ottawa  and  St. 
Thomas. 

The  Toronto  Technical  School. 

The  Toronto  Technical  School,  which  was 
opened  in  1892,  was  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
Canada.  Its  classes  are  held  in  the  even- 
ing, and  it  is  entirely  free,  the  cost  of  its 
maintenance  being  borne  by  the  municipal- 
ity. The  school  is  under  the  control  of  a 
board  of  management  composed  of  the  mayor 
of  Toronto  and  the  representatives  of  the 
city  council,  Trades  and  Labour  Council, 
Society  of  Stationery  Engineers,  Architects' 
Association  of  Ontario,  manufacturers  and 
educationalists.  The  object  of  the  institu- 
tion is  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  scientific 
facts  among  artisans  and  working  people, 
and  it  has  received  the  cordial  support  of 
labour  organizations  in  the  city. 

In  a  recent  year  the  number  enrolled  in 
the  school  was  more  than  100.  The  regu- 
lar courses  of  study  include  physicial  science, 
machine  construction,  architecture  and 
building  construction,  chemistry,  free-hand 
drawing  and  design.  In  addition  to  these 
there  are  special  courses  in  domestic  science, 
mineralogy,  geology  and  metallurgy,  and 
electricity,  steam  and  gas  engines. 

The  Canadian  Horological  Institute,  Toronto. 

The  Canadian  Horological  Institute,  which 
is  situated  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  is  a  private 
school,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  teaching 
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in  September  1900,  and  approved  by  the 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada, 
from  which  the  following  extract  is  taken  : 


Whereas      the     Toronto     Trade     and     Labour 
Council,  composed  of  delegates  representing  50  orga- 


of  watch  making  and  repairing.  Its  income 
is  derived  from  tuition  fees  and  receipts 
from  repair  work.  It  has  three  courses  of 
study  :  a  full  course  of  two  years  for  begin- 
ners without  any  previous  experience,  an  in- 
termediate course  of  eleven  months  for  those     nizations  of  the  various  trades  and  callings  of  the  city 

,  of  Toronto,  and  the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of 

who   have   had   several   years    experience  at     Canada,  representing  the  workers  in  general  of  the 

whole  Dominion,  have  always  supported  and  are  in 
favour  of  technical  schools,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
the  training  and  education  of  artisans,  mechanics,  and 
wage  workers  generally  in  such  subjects  as  will  pro- 
mote a  technical  knowledge  of  mechanical  and  manu- 
facturing arts,  and  affording  such  instruction  in  those 
branches  of  science  and  applied  art  as  is  required  by 
the  various  industrial  pursuits  of  the  masses  of  the 
people,  and  especially  calculated  to  benefit  those 
engaged  in  the  manufacturing  industries  or  artisan 
occupations : 

'  Be  it  resolved,  That  the  Toronto  Trades  and 
Labour  Council  and  the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress 
of  Canada  have  always  been  and  are  still  opposed  to 
the  introduction  into  our  public  educational  institu- 
tions of  any  system  of  industrial  or  manual  training 
wherein  is  taught  the  use  of  tools  used  in  the  trades, 
or  which  embraces  the  imparting  of  practical  know- 
ledge of  such  trades  to  the  pupils  of  such  institutions, 
inasmuch  as  we  regard  such  systems  as  a  serious 
menace  to  the  interests  of  the  already  underpaid  and 
generally  handicapped  mechanic,  and  believe  that 
such  innovation  would  still  further  endanger  the 
position  at  present  occupied  by  the  skilled  worker  in 
his  efforts  to  better  his  condition. ' 


the  trade,  and  an  improver's  course  for  those 
who  have  completed  their  apprenticeship. 
The  school  has  a  yearly  attendance  of  bet- 
ween 15  and  20  pupils,  and  is  conducted  by 
a  practical  workman,  the  only  instructor. 

Recent  Progress  of  Technical  Education  in 

Canada. 

In  addition  to  the  above  schools,  which 
are  the  only  ones  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Labour 
there  are  at  present  technical  schools  at 
Brantford  and  Woodstock  in  Ontario.  In 
the  former  town  wood-working  only  is 
taught,  but  at  the  Woodstock  school  ins- 
truction is  also  given  in  iron  lathing.  The 
income  of  the  Brantford  technical  school 
consists  of  $1,000  from  the  Ontario  Govern- 
ment, $600  from  the  Public  School  Board, 
$300  from  the  Collegiate  Board  and  $100 
from  the  Separate  School  board.  The 
Minister  of  Education  for  Ontario  proposes 


Notwithstanding  this  opposition  of  the 
labour  bodies,  however,  manual  training 
classes  have  been  introduced  within  the  last 
three  years  into  a  large  number  of  public 
schools,  chiefly  in  Ontario,  but  also  to  a 
smaller   extent    in    other   provinces.       The 


to  ask  this  year  for  a  grant  of  $20,000  for  object  of  manual  training  is  not  the  same  as 
technical  education,  an  increase  of  $5,000  that  of  a  trade  school,  although,  both  being 
over  last  year.  Steps  are  being  taken  at  concerned  with  the  use  of  tools,  they  are  to 
the  present  time  toward  the  establishment  this  extent  akin.  The  assertion  that  manual 
of  a  technical  institute  at  Montreal,  and  training  merely  developes  the  use  of  the 
a  meeting  of  representatives  from  the  lead-  hand  and  eye,  and  does  not  attempt  to  teach 
ing  commercial  and  educational  bodies  of  a  trade  is  now  being  more  carefully  consi- 
Montreal  was  held  on  February  6  of  the  dered  by  labour  organizations.  For  ex- 
current  year,  when  an  executive  committee  ample,  on  March  5,  of  the  present  year, 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  or  organizing  a  report  was  presented  to  the  Trades  and  La- 


a  technical  institute,  and  obtaining  its  in- 
corporation from  the  provincial  Government. 

Attitude  of  Trade  Unions. 

The  attitude  of  labour  unions  in  Canada 
toward  the  subject  of  technical  education  is 
shown  in  a  resolution  which  was  passed  by    principal  objection  to  manual  training  from 
the  Trades  and  Labour  Council  of  Toronto,     the  standpoint  of  labour  organizations  has 


bour  Council  of  Hamilton,  by  a  committee 
charged  with  investigating  the  question  of 
manual  training  and  technical  schools,  which 
showed  some  modification  of  the  general  senti- 
ment of  opposition  among  trades  unions.  In 
its  report  the  committee  stated  that   '  the 
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come  from  the  carpenters  and  other  wood-    following  recommendations  ;  that  the  council 

working  trades,  the  members  of  which  have    declare  : 

'  1.  Thatjit  is  opposed  to  the  plan  now  under  con- 
had  reason  to  fear  that  the  schools  maybe  used     sideration    to  introduce   manual    training    into  the 

Collegiate  institute,  to  be  available  only  to  a  limited 
to  turn  out  a  number  of  half -trained  work-    mimber  of  the  pupils  of  that  institution  and  of  the 

higher  grades  in  the  public  schools, 
men    who    will    overcrowd    their   particular         '  2.  That  if  manual  training  is  to  be  a  feature  of 

.  the  public  school  system,  it  should  be  introduced  in 

crafts  and  be  ready  to  step  into  their  places     the  primary  classes,  and  be  available  for  all  the  pupils 

-i     i  i     ,i     ,       of  the  same  grade. 
in  the  event  oi  a  strike.      It  is  probable  that,         « 3.  That  the  money  which  it  is  proposed  to  expend 

...  on  manual  training  could  be  used  to  better  advantage 

since  the   more   general    use  ot    machinery,     jn  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  technical 

there  is  less  ground  for  this  objection  than  sch^  committee  also  recommended  that 
formerly,  but  it  still  has  a  certain  amount  every  effort  should  be  made  to  bring  about 
of  weight.'     The  report  also  contained  the    technical  education  in  Hamilton. 


ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  EMPLOYERS'  ASSOCIATION,  TORONTO. 


The  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Em- 
ployers' Association  of  Toronto  was  held  in 
the  association's  offices  on  the  evening 
of  Thursday,  April  2.  *The  Associa- 
tion comprises  over  twenty-five  different 
branches  of  industry,  including  nearly  all 
of  the  leading  establishments  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  which  collectively  employ  a  very 
large  percentage  of  the  industrial  popula- 
tion. As  announced  at  the  meeting,  it  is 
intended  to  establish  similar  associations 
throughout  Canada,  and  as  the  number 
grows  to  inaugurate  some  plan  of  general 
federation. 

The  Secretary's  Address. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Association,  Mr.  E. 
W.  Day,  defined  with  clearness  at  the 
meeting  the  part  which  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Association  to  take  in  the  in- 
dustrial development  of  the  future  in  the 
city  of  Toronto.  Associations  of  employers, 
it  was  stated,  were  now  a  necessity,  owing 
to  the  rapid  development  of  organized  labour 


*  A  full  report  of  the  meeting  at  which  the  As- 
sociation was  organized  on  October  14  last,  together 
with  the  text  of  the  constitution  of  the  Association, 
was  printed  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  November, 
1902,  page  374. 


and  the  attitude  of  the  latter  towards  society. 
The  resolution  which  was  discussed,  though 
not  passed,  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Am- 
erican Federation  of  Labour,  and  which  re- 
commended the  overthrow  of  the  wages 
system  and  the  establishment  of  an  indus- 
trial co-operative  democracy,  was  referred 
to  as  illustrating  a  marked  tendency  of  the 
day.  Though  conditions  were  less  acute  in 
Canada  than  in  many  parts  of  the  United 
States,  the  Canadian  labour  unions,  ac- 
cording to  the  secretary,  were  assuming  a 
very  dictatorial  attitude,  and  the  breach  be- 
tween employers  and  employees  was  wide- 
ning. The  system,  under  which  employers 
had  nothing  to  say  as  to  whom  they  hired,  as 
to  the  hours  to  be  worked  or  as  to  the  wages 
to  be  paid,  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  country.  Capital,  he 
stated,  was  seeking  investments  in  bonds 
and  securities  at  a  very  low  rate  rather  than 
risk  it  where  labour  now  makes  its  returns 
uncertain,  and  this  in  spite  of  the  unlimited 
undeveloped  resources  of  Canada.  The  at- 
titude of  labour  unions  to  non-union  men 
was  also  referred  to  in  terms  of  condem- 
nation. With  labour  organized  and  capital 
unorganized  the  situation,  according  to  the 
secretary,  was  an  unequal  one. 
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THE  AGRICULTURAL  INDUSTRY  IN  NEW  BRUNSWICK. 


The  fifth  of  the  series  of  bulletins  now 
being  issued  by  the  Census  Department  of 
the  Dominion,  in  special  reference  to  the 
agricultural  industry  in  Canada  was  pub- 
lished during  the  month  of  April,  and  pre- 
sents returns  for  the  province  of  New  Bruns- 
wick along  lines  similar  to  those  adopted  by 
the  department  in  the  earlier  issues.*  Statis- 
tics are  given  relative  to  agricultural  areas, 
fruit  growing,  field  crops,  live  stock  and 
agricultural  values.  As  in  the  previous 
tables,  the  returns  have  been  compiled  to 
show  statistics  of  areas  of  5  acres  and  over  as 
farms  and  of  areas  under  5  acres  as  lots,  to- 
gether with  the  total  of  both  classes.  Every 
care  has  been  exercised  to  make  the  returns  as 
thoroughly  complete  and  reliable  as  pos- 
sible, and  the  following  synopsis  of  their 
leading  features  is,  in  spite  of  the  compar- 
ative unimportance  of  the  industry  in  New 
Brunswick,  of  general  interest  in  connection 
with  the  subject  as  a  whole. 

Agricultural  Areas. 

New  Brunswick  has  an  area  above  tide 
level  of  17,910,498  acres,  of  which  47,232 
acres  are  water  surface.  Of  the  land,  24*87 
per  cent  is  occupied  as  farms  and  lots,  the 
average  size  of  the  latter'  being  1-76  acres, 
and  of  the  farms  126*64  acres.  There  are 
2,532  lots  and  35,051  farms,  of  which  22 
per  cent  are  from  11*50  to  50  acres,  36*79  per 
cent  are  from  51  to  100  acres,  25*03  are  from 
101  to  200  acres,  and  12*15  per  cent  are  210 
or  more.  The  farm  lands  owned  amount  to 
96*10  per  cent  of  the  whole,  while  of  the 
lots,  86*74  per  cent  is  owned,  the  balance  in 
each  case  being  leased  or  rented.  Almost 
the  whole  extent  of  the  land  in  lots  is  in  an 
improved  state,  but  of  that  comprised  in 
farms,  68*33   per  cent,   is  unimproved,   con- 


*Statistics  for  the  provinces  of  Prince  Edward 
Island,  British  Columbia,  Nova  Scotia,  Manitoba 
and  the  North-west  Territories  have  already  appear- 
ed and  have  been  referred  to  in  the  January,  Febru- 
ary, March  and  April  numbers  of  the  Gazette  respec- 
tively. 


sisting  of   2,561,392  in  forest  and   471,930 
in  various  conditions  unfit  for  cultivation. 

Fruit  Growing. 

The  number  of  acres  in  orchard  in  New 
Brunswick  is,  889  of  which  only  191  acres 
are  on  lots.  This  shows  a  decrease  of  366 
acres  in  the  decade,  though  the  land  under 
vegetables  and  small  fruits  has  increased  from 
109  acres  to  4,380  acres.  Compared  •with 
the  former  census  year  the  crop  of  apples 
showed  an  increase  of  93*83  per  cent,  of 
peaches,  42*86  per  cent,  pears  190*63  percent, 
plums  22*54  per  cent,cherries  240.56  per  cent, 
and  grapes  27*70  per  cent.  The  crop  of  other 
fruits  shows  a  decrease  of  85*58  per  cent. 
Apple  trees  yielded  an  average  of  over  1 
bushel  per  bearing  tree,  peach  trees  about 
f  of  a  bushel,  pear  trees  J  of  a  bushel, 
plumb  and  cherry  trees  about  \  of  a  bushel, 
grape  vines  6  J  pounds.  The  total  number 
of  bearing  and  non-bearing  apple  trees  in 
the  province  was  675,364,  of  peach  trees 
333,  pear  trees  2,500,  plumb  trees  33,271, 
cherry  trees  34,570,  other  fruit  trees  15,796, 
and  of  grape  vines*  753. 

Field  Crops. 

Ha}^,  oats,  wheat,  buckwheat  and  potatoes 
constitute  the  chief  field  corps  of  New 
Brunswick,  occupying  97*76  per  cent  of  the 
whole  area  devoted  to  field  culture  in  1900. 
Of  these  hay  occupied  61*24  percent,  oats 
20*83,  wheat  3*01,  buckwheat  8*19,  and 
potatoes  4*49  per  cent.  The  area  in  hay  has 
increased  from  470,834  acres  to  549,538 
acres,  and  the  yield  from  476,069  tons  to 
512,584  tons  in  the  decade.  Wheat  also 
shows  an  increase  from  17,306  acres  with 
a  yield  of  209,809  bushels  in  1890,  to  26,990 
acres  with  a  yield  of  381,699  bushels  in  the 
last  census  year.  The  area  of  land  in  crops 
in  1890  was  133,816  acres  less  than  that  in 
1900. 
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The  following   table    shows  the    average 

yield  per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  for  the 

harvests  of  1890  and  1900  : 

1900.    1890. 

Wheat bush.    1414    1212 

Oats H        25'76    19  25 

Potatoes ..      115-28  113  06 

Hay tons      093      101 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Products. 

An  increase  in  horses,  cattle,  swine  and 
poultry,  with  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number 
of  sheep,  is  indicated  in  the  census  bulletin 
during  the  decade.  The  averages  in  round 
numbers  of  live  stock  on  each  farm  are 
horses,  2  ;  milch  cows,  3  ;  other  horned  cattle, 
3 ;  sheep,  5 ;  swine,  1,  and  poultry  of  all  kinds, 
19.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  swine  killed  or  sold  for 
slaughter  or  export.  Statistics  of  wool  show 
that  the  farmers  are  disposing  of  the  coarse 
wool  breeds  and  acquiring  the  fine  wool 
varieties  in  their  place.  The  production  of 
home-made  butter  has  increased  44,265 
pounds.  The  number  of  creameries  has 
also  increased  by  18  during  the  decade,  and 
their  output  is  valued  at  29  times  more  than 
1890.  A  production  of  3,120,012  dozen 
egg^,  valued  at  $372,745,  is  recorded. 

Agricultural  Values. 

The  bulletin  shows  a  total  valuation  for 
farms  and  lots  in  the  province  of  $38,708,938 
for  lands  and  buildings ;  $3,662,731  for 
implements  and  machinery;  $8,966,642  for 


live  stock  and  $12,894,076  for  crops  and 
animal  products  of  the  census  year.  The 
total  value  of  farm  property  is  $50,506,018, 
of  which  sum  land  represents  44*08  per  cent, 
buildings  32-33  per  cent,  implements  and 
machinery  7-17  per  cent  and  livestock  16*42 
per  cent.  Thus  the  average  New  Brunswick 
farm,  which  consists  of  126*64  acres,  where- 
of 40*10  acres  are  improved,  and  86*54  unim- 
proved, is  valued  at  $1,440.93,  made  up  of 
$1,101.10  for  land  and  buildings,  $103.32  for 
implements  and  machinery,  and  $236.51  for 
live  stock.  Thus  the  aggregate  return  of 
the  average  farm  in  New  Brunswick  is 
$360.09,  or  24*99  per  cent  of  the  investment. 

Other  statistics  of  agricultural  valuation 
in  New  Brunswick  contained  in  the  bulletin 
are  the  following  : — 

The  average  value  of  horses  on  farms  per  head  is 
$68.17,  milch  cows  $20.68,  other  horned  cattle  $10.07, 
sheep  $2 .  95,  and  swine  $7 .  77  ;  and  the  average  value 
of  horses  per  farm  is  $108.67,  milch  cows  $62.54, 
other  horned  cattle  $33 .  02,  sheep  $15.21,  swine  $11 .  13, 
and  poultry  and  bees  $5 .  94 . 

In  the  value  of  dairy  products  is  included  the  milk 
and  cream  sold  to  cheese  and  butter  factories,  amount- 
ing to  $203,552 .  There  were  in  operation  in  the  pro- 
vince during  the  census  year  66  factories,  of  which  6 
made  cheese  and  butter,  47  made  cheese  only,  and  13 
made  butter  only.  The  cheese  product  was  1,851,167 
pounds,  worth  $182,859,  and  the  butter  product 
287,814  pounds,  worth  $58,589,  making  a  total  value  of 
$241,448.  In  the  former  census  year  there  were  9  cheese 
factories  and  one  butter  factory  in  the  province,  and 
the  total  value  of  product  was  $29,152.  The  increase 
in  the  value  of  factory  dairy  products  from  the  year 
1890  to  the  year  1900  in  New  Brunswick  was  there- 
fore $212,296,  or  728  per  cent. 

The  rent  value  of  leased  farms  is  50  cents  per  acre, 
and  the  rate  of  wages  for  farm  labour  is  $5.32  per 
week,  including  board . 


THE  LABOUR  SUPPLY  AND  OTHER  CONDITIONS    IN  THE  METAL    TRADES 

OF  ONTARIO. 


An  alleged  scarcity  of  skilled  labour  in  the 
metal  trades  of  Ontario,  more  particularly 
in  the  branches  using  iron  as  their  raw 
material,  has  been  a  prominently  discussed 
subject  throughout  the  province  since  the 
opening  of  the  present  season,  the  marked 
activity  at  present  prevailing  in  the  trades  in 
question,  together  with  the  important 
measures  advocated  in  connection  with  the 
condition  alleged  to  exist,  and  the  diverse  re- 
presentations of  the  parties  chiefly  concerned, 
71 

'2 


making  the  matter  one  on  which  accurate 
information  was  important  to  obtain/ 

Departmental  Inquiry. 

With  the  object  of  being  able  to  supply 
some  definite  information  on  this  subject, 
the  Department  of  Labour,  about  the  middle 
of  April,  addressed  a  communication  to 
the  correspondents  of  the  Labour  Gazette 
resident  in  the  various  cities  of  the 
province,      with      a      request     that     they 
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should  make  a  special  investigation  into 
conditions  existing  in  their  respective  local- 
ities in  the  particular  trades  in  question  and 
submit  a  brief  statement  thereon  to  the 
department.  In  preparing  their  statement 
on  the  situation  the  correspondents  were 
directed  to  visit  as  many  as  possible  of  the 
representative  metal  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments of  their  locality,  and  to  secure 
information  from  both  employers  and  em- 
ployees on  the  subject,  having  reference  in 
particular  to  the  following  points  : — (1)  The 
supply  of  labour  in  the  several  branches  of 
the  metal  trades  ;  (2)  the  prevailing  rates  of 
wages  as  affected  by  present  conditions  and 
as  compared  with  previous  seasons  ;  (3)  any 
special  effort  being  made  to  meet  any  scarcity 
which  might  exist;  (4)  the  general  condi- 
tions of  output  and  production ;  and  (5)  the 
effect  of  conditions  in  the  metal  trades  upon 
other  branches  of  industry.  Replies  have 
been  received  from  the  twelve  Gazette  cor- 
respondents in  Ontario  and  the  most  salient 
features  of  these  will  be  found  under  the 
final  heading  of  the  present  article. 

The  General  Situation. 

On  the  whole  it  was  found  difficult, 
in  view  of  the  divergencies  in  opinion 
expressed  on  the  subject  and  of  the 
varying  nature  of  the  conditions,  to  submit 
any  statement  that  will  apply  accurately  to 
the  entire  province.  This  was  evidenced  in 
chief  by  the  different  attitude  of  employers 
and  employees  as  expressed  in  connection 
with  the  proposition  of  the  former  that  the 
Government  of  Ontario  should  take  active 
steps  to  alleviate  the  stringency  alleged  to 
exist.  The  proposition  to  this  effect  was 
first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Government  by  a  deputation  of  lead- 
ing manufacturers  from  various  towns  in 
the  Province,  who  stated  that  there  was 
employment  at  present  in  the  country  for 
v  5,000  skilled  mechanics  without  reference  to 
further  business  expansion  and  the  estab- 
ishment  of   new  industries.      In  reply  to 


this,  on  the  other  hand,  a  large  deputation 
from  the  district  trades  council  of  Toronto 
waited  on  the  Premier  of  the  Province 
and  contended  that  there  were  already  suffi- 
cient skilled  workmen  in  Ontario  for  all 
present  requirements,  and  that  to  import  an 
additional  supply  would  have  the  effect  of 
unduly  increasing  competition  and  lowering 
wages  in  the  trades  in  question. 

The  action  of  the  Canadian  Manufactur- 
ers' Association,  in  securing  information  on 
this  subject,  may  also  be  referred  to  in  this 
connection,  the  Association  reporting  that 
additional  skilled  mechanics  to  the  number 
of  8,326  were  needed  in  Ontario,  of  which 
2,932  were  stated  to  be  required  in  the  iron 
and  steel  industries  alone.  In  addition,  37 
firms  replied  to  the  association  that  they 
required  labour  but  did  not  state  the 
number  of  mechanics. 

Without  attempting  to  analyse  the  state- 
ments received  from  correspondents  to  the 
Gazette  as  published  below,  it  will  be  seen 
that  very  widespread  activity  at  present 
prevails  in  the  metal  trades  in  Ontario ; 
that  the  production  in  the  trades  in  question 
has  been  and  continues  on  a  heavy  scale, 
and  that  the  tendency  in  wages  where 
affected  has  been  uniformly  upward. 

Reports  of  Gazette  Correspondents. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  special 
reports  received  from  the  correspondents  of 
the  Labour  Gazette  in  this  connection  : 

Ottawa. — Normal  conditions  prevail  in  the 
metal  and  engineering  trades,  no  scarcity 
of  labour  being  indicated  in  any  of  the 
trades  in  question.  All  first-class  work- 
men, however,  in  these  branches  are  em- 
ployed and  activity  is  general.  Wages 
are  practically  on  the  same  level  as  last 
year,  as  only  one  instance  of  an  in- 
crease of  any  importance  was  reported, 
namely,  that  granted  to  a  small  number  of 
stove  plate  moulders  who  were  raised  from 
$2.40  to  $2.50  per  day.     Employers,  while 
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stating  that  they  had  an  abundance  of  work 
on  hand,  said  they  found  no  difficulty  in 
securing  the  necessary  number  of  men- 
Blacksmiths  and  sheet  metal  workers  in 
particular  are  very  well  employed.  The 
number  of  coremakers  and  boiler^makers 
employed  in  the  city  is  small,  there  pro- 
bably not  being  more  than  one  coremaker  on 
an  average  in  each  foundry,  while  there  are 
not  more  than  30  boiler  makers  in  the  whole 
city.  The  Ottawa  Car  Works,  which  pro- 
bably employs  the  greatest  number  of  black- 
smiths, report  every  forge  'in  [operation. 
The  moulders,  machinists  and  sheet  metal 
workers  of  Ottawa  are  the  only  branches 
organized  as  labour  unions,  boilermakers, 
blacksmiths,  electrical  workers,  linemen  and 
other  glasses  being  all  unorganized. 

Kingston. — Statements  of  employers  in 
this  city  would  indicate  a  scarcity  in  the 
following  classes  of  skilled^ workmen  in  the 
metal  trades — machinists,  engineers,  black- 
smiths, boilermakers,  sheet  metal  workers, 
pattern  makers,  coremakers,  iron  moulders, 
brass  moulders,  gas  and  steam  fitters,  machine 
men  and  iron  workers'  helpers.  The  Cana- 
dian Locomotive  Company  in  particular 
states  that  it  requires  an  additional  force  of 
over  300  men,  and  a  number  of  other  manu- 
facturers have  put  themselves  on  record  as  to 
existence  of  a  scarcity  of  labour.  On  the 
other  hand  it  is  the  general  opinion  of  the 
workmen  in  these  branches  of  trade  that  the 
supply  is  fully  equal  to  the  demand,  and  ,that 
instances  are  not  wanting  of  idleness  of 
workmen  in  the  metal  trades.  Rates  of 
wages  as  yet  have  not  been  very  percep- 
tibly changed  by  existing  conditions,  though 
slight  increases,  compared  with  previous 
seasons,  have  been  reported.  The  production 
of  local  industries  cannot  be  said  to  have 
been  affected  by  existing  conditions  other 
than  those  directly  connected  with  labour 
disputes.  The  promotion  of  handymen  to 
fill  the  places  of  strikers  has  been  a  feature 
in  the  trades  referred  to  in  consequence  of 
the  last  mentioned  condition. 


Belleville. — The  only  branches  of  the 
metal  trade  affected  by  a  scarcity  of  labour 
are  the  brass  moulding  and  finishing.  The 
number  of  apprentices  taken  on  has  been 
greatly  curtailed.  In  the  shipbuilding 
trades  conditions  were  very  active  dur- 
ing the  winter,  but  the  busy  season  is  now 
over.  Wages  are  better  this  year  than  last. 
In  the  iron  trades  the  wages  paid  are  $3.50 
per  day.  In  the  shipbuilding  trades  from 
$3  to  $4  are  paid,  both  of  these  rates 
presenting  a  substantial  increase  over  last 
year. 

Toronto.— Great  diversity  of  opinion  pre- 
vails at  this  point  as  to  the  alleged  scarcity 
of  labour  in  connection  with  the  iron  trades, 
the  statements  of  leading  manufacturers 
being  completely  at  variance  with  those  of 
the  union  officials  and  members  of  the  trades 
in  question.  Employers  for  the  most  part 
state  that  there  is  an  urgent  demand  for 
skilled  mechanics,  including  machinists,  iron 
moulders,  blacksmiths,  electrical  workers, 
structural  iron  workers,  boilermakers  and 
their  helpers,  and  shipbuilders.  A  number 
of  firms  it  is  stated  have  resorted  to  adver- 
tising both  in  Canadian  and  British  news- 
papers, and  have  made  urgent  representations 
to  the  Government  as  to  the  necessity  of 
importing  labour  of  this  class.  They  have 
been  unable,  they  state,  to  fill  orders  and 
have  been  obliged  to  refuse  work  owing  to 
the  impossibility  of  getting  the  help  they 
require,  and  in  consequence  several  other 
lines  dependant  on  them,  such  as  the  building 
trades,  are  suffering  from  delays  and  other 
inconveniences.  On  the  other  hand  it  is 
asserted  by  union  officials  and  members  of 
the  trades  in  question  that  a  number  of  men 
looking  for  work  in  these  branches  have  been 
unable  to  obtain  it.  On  behalf  of  the 
machinists  alone  it  is  stated  that  27  men 
belonging  to  this  trade  have  left  Toronto  for 
the  United  States  during  the  past  month 
in  order  to  obtain  employment,  and  that  men 
in  good  standing  and  competent  workmen 
have  applied  to  some  of  the  firms  now.  com- 
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plaining  of  the  shortage  and  have  been 
refused  work.  There  were  reports  at  the 
end  of  the  month  of  more  machinists  leaving 
for  Winnipeg.  Electrical  workers  state  that 
there  is  no  scarcity  of  men  belonging  to  their 
trade,  and  that  some  are  now  out  of  work. 
Blacksmiths  and  boilermakers  also  assert 
that  there  is  no  demand  foi  men  of  their 
trade  which  cannot  be  filled  at  union  wages. 
So  far  as  moulders  are  concerned  the  situa- 
tion is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the 
union  has  recently  made  a  demand  for 
shorter  hours.  The  trade  union  officers  also 
make  the  general  statement  that  in  the  past 
month  large  numbers  of  Canadian  workmen, 
belonging,  to  their  trades,  have  been  com- 
pelled to  seek  employment  in  the  United 
States,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  securing 
permanent  work  in  Toronto,  and  that,  though 
there  may  be  at  times  a  sudden  demand  for 
labour,  the  condition  is  of  a  fluctuating 
character  and  temporary  scarcities  which 
may  exist  in  certain  lines  afford  no  guarantee 
of  continuous  employment. 

Hamilton. — The  suppiy  of  labour  in  the 
iron  trades  is  probably  adequate  to  the 
demand,  except  at  the  works  of  the  Inter- 
national Harvester  Company,  a  new  estab- 
lishment, which  has  as  yet  engaged  only  a 
few  men.  In  nearly  all  branches  of  the  iron 
trades,  including  structural  iron  workers, 
machinists,  sheet  metal  workers  and  car 
factory  employees,  an  incrase  of  from  five  to 
twelve  per  cent  in  wages  has  been  granted 
during  the  past  year.  The  movement  towards 
a  higher  rate  is  still  in  progress.  No  special 
effort  is  being  made  to  induce  other  skilled 
or  unskilled  machanics  to  come  to  this  city, 
though  when  the  harvester  establishment 
opens  there  will  be  employment  for  a  num- 
ber in  addition  to  those  already  on  the  spot. 
The  present  output  and  production  of  manu- 
factures in  Hamilton  is  very  large,  much 
larger  than  at  this  time  last  year.  This 
activity  in  the  iron  trades  has  had  the  effect 
of  stimulating  all  other  branches  of  the 
metal  trades  to  a  very  marked  degree.     At 


Dundas  three  axe  grinders,  and  lathe  and 
planer  hands  and  fitters  to  the  number  of 
50  are  required.  A  scarcity  of  iron  and 
brass  moulders  is  reported  at  St.  Catharines. 

Brantford : — The  supply  of  labour  in  the 
metal  and  engineering  trades  is  not  equal 
to  the  demand,  first-class  moulders  and 
machinists,  as  well  as  labourers,  being  needed 
in  some  of  the  factories.  This,  however,  is 
a  customary  condition  in  Brantford  at  this 
season  of  the  year,  when  a  number  of  machine 
shops  increased  their  working  forces.  In 
previous  years  the  additions  were  secured 
without  much  difficulty.  This  year,  how- 
ever, it  seems  impossible  to  secure  the  men. 
Wages  in  all  branches  of  the  trade  have 
been  higher  than  in  any  previous  season 
owing  to  the  scarcity  in  question  and  the 
increased  cost  of  living.  The  less  skilled 
branches  have  profitted  the  most  by  this 
although  the  wages  of  skilled  labour  are 
about  five  per  cent  higher  than  last  year. 
Customers,  in  consequence  of  the  embarrass- 
ment of  the  factories,  are  compelled  to  wait 
longer  for  orders.  Other  branches  do  not 
appear  to  be  seriously  affected  by  the  scarcity 
of  men  in  the  iron  trades,  but  an  interesting 
development  within  the  trades  themselves 
has  arisen  out  of  the  comparative  scarcity  of 
the  less  skilled  branches  and  the  number  of 
skilled  men  who  are  forced  by  this  to  act  as 
helpers  and  generally  depend  more  upon 
themselves  than  under  normal  conditions. 

Guelph. — Employers  in  the  iron  trades  in 
this  city  claim  to  require  about  50  additional 
men  composed  of  iron  moulders,  machinists, 
machinists  helpers,  and  general  labourers. 
Certain  firms  have  found  the  situation  more 
difficult  than  others.  In  one  instance  a 
strike  of  the  past  summer  has  left  a  certain 
amount  of  friction,  and  in  another  the  intro- 
duction of  eight  or  ten  moulding  machines 
has  caused  dissatisfaction.  One  firm  has 
advertised  steadily  for  some  months  for  ad- 
ditional help  without  being  able  to  obtain  it. 
It  is  further  stated  that  100  iron  moulders 
have  left  the  city  within  the  past  1 1  months. 
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though  a  larger  number  are  now  in  employ- 
ment than  previous  to  that  time.  The 
scarcity  of  labour  was  recently  most  appar- 
ent among  the  unskilled  branches  owing  to 
the  beginning  of  out.  door  employment. 
There  are  probably  1,000  men  and  boys,  in- 
cluding 80  journeymen  iron  moulders,  125 
machinists,  from  200  to  300  machinists' 
helpers,  about  50  mechanics  of  other  classes, 
and  from  300  to  400  labourers  employed  in 
factories  here  in  which  iron  is  used  as  the 
raw  material.  Machinists  and  machinists' 
helpers  have  received  a  number  of  advances 
in  wages.  The  rate  for  the  former  is  now 
from  $2  to  $2.25,  and  the  latter  from  $1.25 
to  $1.50  per  day  of  10  hours.  Iron  mould- 
ers receive  $2.50  per  day  of  10  hours  as 
against  $2  a  year  ago  and  $2.25  last  summer. 
In  at  least  one  instance  a  firm  in  this  city 
has  been  forced  to  refuse  a  new  contract 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  help  having  reduced 
the  capacity  of  its  output.  Complaints  of 
unionists  regarding  employment  have  refer- 
ence rather  to  unfair  shop  conditions  than 
to  rates  of  wages  paid. 

Stratford. — There  is  no  scarcity  of  skilled 
labour  in  this  city  at  the  present  time, 
although  a  few  machinists  could  find  em- 
ployment. Wages,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  season,  are  from  10  to  15  per  cent 
better.  Establishments  have  reported  no 
difficulty  in  filling  orders  with  their  present 
force  of  employees,  with  the  exception  of 
one  company  which  has  worked  overtime. 

London. — A  scarcity  of  labour  exists  in 
only  two  branches  of  the  iron  trades  in  this 
city,  namely,  machinists  and  boilermakers, 
and  in  these  to  no  serious  degree.  One 
local  firm  is  advertising  for  boilermakers. 
Rates  of  wages  in  all  branches  have  been 
advanced  owing  to  the  increased  cost  of  liv- 
ing rather  than  to  the  scarcity  of  labour. 
Thus,  during  the  past  few  months,  the 
machinists  have  received  an  advance  of  74 
per  cent,  blacksmiths  of  from  5  to  10c.  per 
day,   boilermakers  of   10  per  cent.     No  ap- 


preciable effect  has  been  reported  on  output 
and  production. 

St.  Thomas. — The  larger  employing  estab- 
lishments in  the  metal  and  engineering 
branches  report  that  labour  is  obtainable, 
the  chief  question  in  agitation  being  the 
matter  of  higher  wages  in  consequence  of  the 
advance  in  the  cost  of  living  and  the  gen- 
eral active  demand  for  labour.  The  prevail- 
ing rates  of  wages  are  about  10  per  cent 
more  than  last  year.  The  general  output  of 
industries  using  iron  as  their  raw  material 
has  not  been  affected  by  a  scarcity  of  labour 
though  all  are  very  busy  and  are  working  to 
the  limit  of  their  capacity.  In  the  general 
foundry  line  it  is  stated  that  if  labour  were 
more  plentiful  the  output  might  be  increas- 
ed, though  the  present  output  is  in  advance 
of  former  years. 

Chatham. — A  scarcity  of  workmen  is  re- 
ported in  the  boiler  shops,  machine  shops, 
moulding  and  blacksmiths'  shops  of  this 
city,  there  being  no  men  idle  in  these  trades 
and  employers  being  unable  to  get  addition- 
al help  on  any  terms.  As  the  situation  at 
present  exists,  however,  the  slightest  inter- 
ruption to  the  industry  seriously  handicaps 
production.  There  have  been  no  changes  in 
rates  of  wages  in  the  past  year,  the  rate 
remaining  steady  at  from  $2.00  to  $2.25 
per  day.  It  is  said  that  orders  are  being 
refused  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  men.  Em- 
ployers have  found  it  impossible  to  get  men 
in  the  iron  branches  from  any  source  what- 
ever. 

Windsor. — The  metal  trades  are  active 
at  the  present  time,  both  in  the  machine 
shops  and  at  the  bridge  works.  Employers 
state  that  they  have  difficulty  ,  in  securing 
help,  both  skilled  and  unskilled  men  being 
in  demand.  Wages  have  increased  by  from 
10  to  15  per  cent  since  a  year  ago.  With 
regard  to  output  the  situation  this  far  has 
been  that  by  working  overtime  all  orders 
have  been  filled. 
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TRADE    DISPUTES    DURING    THE   MONTH   OF  APRIL. 

The  number  of  trade  disputes  during  the  vention    of    the    Department    of    Labour  ; 

month  of  April  was  greater  than  in  March,  a    fourth,     which      only     concerned     two 

and  their  effects  on  the  industrial  activities  branches     of     workers,     was     settled     by 

of  the  country  were,  perhaps,  quite  as  serious,  the   trade   unions    interested ;    and  in   the 

In    British    Columbia,    transportation  was  fifth,    a    compromise   was    effected.     There 

still  considerably  hampered  by  the  strikes  were   23  new  disputes   reported  during  the 

arising  out  of    the  dispute  between  the  C.P.  month.     Of   these   7   were  still  in  continu- 

R.  Co.  and  its  employees,    although  the  in-  ance  on  May  1.     In  eight  cases  the  strikers 

creased   number  of    non-unionists     secured  were   completety    successful,   two  ended  in 

enabled  the    Company  and  other  firms  in-  favour  of  the  employers,  and  in  six  a  compro- 

volved  to  handle  the  freight  more  success-  mise  was    effected.       One  was   brought   to 

fully  than  in  March.     The  settlement  of  the  an  end  by  the  friendly  intervention  of  the 

trouble  between  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Coal  Department  of  Labour. 

Co.  and  the  miners  caused  a  revival  of  the  T          .    ,                    1 .        _ 

.,.         .     ,                   .      ,     ,.             ,.     ,  Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — lhe  ap- 

smelting   industry  early  in  the  month,  but  .     .           .              .             .  .         , 

..                     .  ...          .      ,            .         ,         ,.  proximate  loss    of    time   in    working  days, 

there    was  still   a  shortage  ot  coal   on  the  :,,-.,,                  ,                  ,.      " 

. ,             ; .        -,  ,    ,  including  only  the  men  who  were  direct  lv 

coast  owing    to   the    continued  lockout    at  _        .               „„-,««       T             •  i     •          i 

T    ,        .,.        T      ,..            .            ,    ,  atrected,    was    7o,12o.     In  considering  the 

Ladysmith.      in    Montreal,   great    loss    was  .                                                 . 

.  ,          ,.,»,i                    ~  accuracy  or   this  estimate,  account  must  be 

occasioned  by  a  strike  ot  longshoremen.     On  J.       •                                      .                . 

,,                       «          .               .,           .          . .  taken    or    the    tact    that    many   individual 

the  opening  or  navigation,  it  was  tor  a  time  „            ,  J    .      .      J_                /                      , 

I./*,     ,,      .                                 .                 ,     t,  strikers    obtained    other   employment,    and 

aimcult,    in     consequence,    to    unload     the  ..         .    .    ..                           .    „    ,            _.    . 

,     ■,.    .        ,        '    „                    _   ., ,.  thus  their  time  was  not   wholly  lost.     Only 

vessels    that   entered    the   port.      Building  ...            ...          .      , 

-,T            .                 ,  a  rough  approximation  also  could  be  arrived 

operations    in    Montreal   were    also    inter-  .      .                .    .     .         .                     ,.. 

,  ^                             „  . .             , .    . .          .  at  in  the  case  or  the  longshoremen  at  Mont- 

rupted  tor  a  great  part  of  the  month  through  -         ,                  o   i 

,.            .    ,            ,i      i    .,  i.              ,       ,  real,  as  the  amount  or  employment  or  these 

a  dispute  between  the  building  contractors  .                  .               .       «                i- 

,                            .     ,     ,.        ,t  workmen   varies   continually   according    to 

and     carpenters,     but    the    disputes    were  ,.             .         -,..,,,,               ,  ,, 

......         ..         .                 ..    __      _,,  the  number  or  ships  in  the  harbour,  and  the 

satisfactorily   adjusted  on   April    30.     The  .  „    .  .    *        .     .       .               . 

.         „                     ^    .,.  ,    _  „ *    ^             .  amount  ot  treight  required  to  be  moved, 

loss  ot  wages  at   Smith  s  Falls,  Ont.,  owing  &          ^ 

to  a  strike  of    employees   of   the  Frost    &  Trades  affected  by  new  disputes, — Ten  new 

Wood    Co.,    was  severely  felt  by  the  mer-  disputes  were  connected  with  the  building 

chants  of  that   place.     The  numerous  other  trades,  six  with  transportation,  three  with 

disputes   which  occurred  in  other  parts  of  metal  industries,  three  with  wood  working, 

the  country   were  in  most  cases    of  short  one  witn  a  textile  industry,  one  with  book- 

duration,  and  consequently  did  not  result  in  binding,  and  one  with  the  tobacco  industry*, 

any  great  loss  to  the  community.  Causes.-The  following  is  a  classification 

of  the  causes  of  the  new  disputes  : — 
Analysis  of  Trade  Disputes  of  the  Month. 

For  increase  of  wages 9 

717-7  j  -.    j         r\£  j-i      £  "  "  and  shorter  hours 5 

JS umber  and  magnitude. — Or  the  fourteen  .            llS 

"  ii                ii          and  recognition  of  union .. .       2 

disputes  which  were  left  over  from    March,  „  „        and  other  changes 3 

no  change  was  reported  in  nine  cases.  These    Recognition  of  union ■ 1 

nine  involved  directly  approximately  3,975    Snorter  hours • 

-,.-,.        ,,       £OK      ,-w,  ,,  .    .  Non-payment  of  wages 1 

men,  and  indirectly,  635.    Of  the  remaining    Dismissal  of  foreman ! 

five,  one    was  partially  settled   by  one  firm    

out  of  three  granting  an  increase  of  wages  ;  *This  enumeration  includes  two  disputes  begun  in 

.            .,                              .,    ,    ,        -  .       „      .  March  but  not  reported  to  the  Department  in  time 

two  Others   were   settled    by   friendly  inter-  for  reference  in  the  April  Gazette. 
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Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  the  Beginning     in  the  port  of  Montreal  as  a  ship  liner  during  the 

navigation  season  of  1903,  for  the  pay  and  on  the 


of  the  Month. 

The  following*  disputes,  which  commenced 
before  April  1,  were  settled  during  the 
month: — Cotton  weavers  at  Milltown,  N.B.5 
electrical  workers  at  Toronto,  metal  workers 
labourers  and  painters  at  Smith's  Falls,  Ont., 
and  builders'  labourers  at  Hamilton.  An 
account  of  the  settlement  of  the  dispute  of 
cotton  weavers  at  Milltown  is  given  in  a 
special  article  in  the  present  number  of  the 


conditions  printed  on  the  back  hereof,  which  have 
been  read  to  me,  and  of  which  I  have  received  a  copy 
before  I  have  signed  this  agreement. 

2.  I  further  agree  to  carry  out  all  regulations  of 
my  employer  for  the  time  being  with  cheerfulness  and 
punctuality,  and  to  work  faithfully  with  any  other 
workman,  whether  he  be  a  member  of  a  trades  union 
or  not. 

In  addition  to  the  above  wages,  the  steam- 
ship owners  offered  a  bonus  of  2  J  cents  per 
hour,  to  be  paid  through  the  Labour  Bureau 
only,  to  men  working  from  the  opening  to 
the  closing-  of  navigation.   This  bonus  was  dis- 


Gazette.     The  following  is  a  brief  account  of    approved  of  by  the  men  who  felt  that  through 


the  progress  of  the  other  important  disputes 
which  began  before  April  1  : — 

Strike  of  Longshoremen  at  Montreal. 

• 

The  dispute  between  longshoremen  and 
stevedores,  under  whom  they  worked,  at  the 
Montreal  docks,  which  began  on  March  31, 
on  a  small  scale,  developed  into  rhe  most 
serious  strike  of  the  month  just  passed. 
Negotiations  had  been  going  on  for  some 
time  previously  between  the  stevedores,  or 
contractors,  and  the  longshoremen,  with  a 
view  to  coming  to  an  agreement  before  the 
opening  of  navigation,  and  the  stevedores 
had  formed  themselves  into  an  association 
called  the  Canadian  Independent  Labour 
Bureau  for  the  purpose  of  securing  joint 
action  when  dealing  with  the  men.  The 
cause  of  the  strike  was  the  refusal  of  the 
men  to  sign  a  contract  which  was  presented 


fear  of  forfeiting  it  they  would  be  placed  at 
the  mercy  of  their  employers, from  whom  they 
thought  it  came.  On  March  31,  accordingly, 
forty  ship  liners  employed  on  the  Allan  wharf 
refused  to  sign  the  contract  and  stopped 
work.  Their  places,  however,  were  filled 
the  following  day.  As  navigation  had  not 
opened  at  that  time,  the  other  members 
of  the  longshoremen's  union  were  not  im- 
mediatety  affected.  It  was  evident,  however, 
that  a  general  strike  was  threatened  as  soon 
as  vessels  began  to  arrive,  if  the  situation 
remained  unchanged.  In  order  to  provide 
against  this  contingency,  the  Montreal 
steamship  companies  decided  to  import 
labourers  from  England  to  unload  their 
cargoes,  and  about  a  thousand  men  were  in 
this  way  brought  out  under  a  contract  for 
the  season. 

On  April   14  a  deputation  of  the   long 


to  them  by  the  Labour  Bureau,  the  members    shoremen  waited  on  the  mayor  of  Montreal, 

and  requested  him  to  use  his  good  offices  to 
arrange  a  meeting  between  representatives 
of  the  men  and  of  the  steamship  companies. 
The  mayor  at  once  communicated  with  the 
companies,  who  sent  a  deputation  to  ascer- 
tain the  wishes  of  the  men,  but  the  negotia- 
tions that  followed  proved  fruitless.  The 
steamship  companies,  according  to  their  prac- 


of  which  had  agreed  not  to  employ  anyone 
who  did  not  sign  it.  The  terms  of  the 
contract  were  as  follows  : — 

Wages. — Wood  passers  to  receive  16  cents  per 
hour  ;  liners,  20  cents  per  hour  for  first  grade,  and  18 
cents  per  hour  for  second  grade.  Sunday  work  to 
count  double  time.  Night  work  to  count  time  and 
a-half .  Supper  to  be  supplied  men  working  all  night. 
Men  will  be  required  to  do  all  kinds  of  work  on 


steamers    and   on    wharfs,    including  erecting    and 
removing  sheds,  and  any  other  work  connected  there- 
with, and  also  to  work  in  the  manner  directed,  and     tlce>  would  only  deal  with  the  stevedores  and 
when  they  may  be  required,  but  not  to  work  two    not  directly  with  the  men,  and  the  stevedores 


hours  after  meal  hours,  unless  supplied  with  meals. 
Time  to  count  when  being  transferred  from  one  job 
to  another,  while  working  for  same  line  of  steamers. 

1.  In  consideration  of  the  employment  and  recom- 
mendation furnished  by  the  above  Labour  Bureau, 
the  undersigned  hereby  agrees  with  the  Bureau  to 
work  for  any  firm,  company  or  person,  on  the  wharfs 


refused  to  recognize  the  union,  on  account 
of  its  being  an  international  organization, 
thus  preventing  any  negotiation  with  the 
men  as  a  body. 
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A  few  days  later  ships  began  to  arrive  at 
the  port  and  unloaded  their  cargo  under 
police  protection.  On  the  20th  there  was  a 
small  disturbance  at  the  wharves,  but  the 
mob  that  had  gathered  was  quickly  dispersed. 
Officers  of  the  union  issued  imperative 
orders  that  the  union  would  not  uphold  any 
member  guilty  of  any  act  of  violence  or 
intimidation. 

On  the  18th  the  strikers  again  sought  the 
intervention  of  the  mayor,  but  attempts  at 
bringing  the  two  parties  together  were  again 
unsuccessful.  On  April  26  several  large 
vessels  [arrived,  and  on  the  next  day  an 
attempt  Was  made  to  unload  the  cargo  of  two 
of  them,  t  Although  the  original  police 
force  at  the  docks  had  been  largely 
reinforced,  the  steamship  authorities  claimed 
that  the  city  was  not  affording  them 
adequate  protection,  and  they  gave  notice 
that  the  city  would  be  held  responsible  for 
damages  sustained  by  the  different  com- 
panies through  failure  of  the  city  to  protect 
the  men  at  work  on  their  vessels.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  notice,  on  April  28  the 
mayor;  called  out  the  militia  to  preserve 
order  at  the  [wharves.  Before  the  troops 
arrived,  ^work  of  discharging  cargo  had 
practically  stopped,  but  on  the  following 
day  work  proceeded,  though  slowly,  on  the 
different  vessels,  the  non-union  labourers 
being  protected  by  about  1,200  troops. 
At^the  end  of  the  month  the  situation  was 
unchanged. 

The  strike  involved  a  heavy  financial  loss 
to  the  steamship  companies,  owners  of  mer- 
chandise, and  to  the  municipality  which  was 
compelled  to  pay  for  the  support  of  the 
troops,  as  well  as  to  the  longshoremen  and 
the  stevedores  who  were  directly  concerned 
in  it.  The  loss  also  to  the  members  of  the 
militia  corps  from  interruption  of  their 
regular  employment  was  another  feature  of 
the  situation. 


Strike  of  Employees  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Co. 

The  strike  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Employees  against  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  Company,  which  was  de- 
clared on  February  27,  continued  through- 
out the  month  of  April,  with  no  prospect  at 
the  close  of  an  immediate  settlement  of  the 
matters  in  dispute.  The  origin  of  the  strike, 
the  various  sympathetic  strikes  that  sprang 
from  it,  and  their  effects  on  industrial  condi- 
tions, were  described  in  the  March  number 
of  the  Gazette.  Owing  to  conflicting  accounts 
it  is  impossible  to  estimate  exactly  the  loss 
incurred  by  the  community  during  April 
through  this  dispute.  While  traffic  was  not 
so  impeded  at  Vancouver  as  it  had  been 
during  the  previous  month,  the  difficulties  of 
transportation  caused  by  the  strikers  were 
not  entirely  removed.  On  April  1  the 
Brotherhood  of  Railway  Employees  alleged 
that  Winnipeg  wholesalers  claimed  to  be 
losing  hundreds  of  dollars  every  day  through 
inability  to  deliver  freight,  and  that  the 
gross  receipts  of  the  company  for  the  last 
week  in  March  were  $15,000  less  than  for 
the  same  week  last  year.  It  was  stated  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  that 
all  the  men  who  had  taken  the  places  of 
strikers  at  Calgary  were  paid  off  on  the 
night  of  April  2,  and  on  the  next  day  all 
the  employees  who  had  gone  out  returned  to 
work.  Subsequently,  however,  they  went 
out  again.  On  April  3  a  free  employment 
bureau  was  opened  at  Winnipeg  by  the  local 
branch  of  the  brotherhood,  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  work  for  their  members  who  had 
struck,  as  there  did  not  seem  to  be  any 
prospect  of  the  company  recognizing  the 
union. 

A  case  which  was  begun  in  the  police 
court  at  Vancouver  on  March  19  against 
the  president  of  the  United  Brotherhood  of 
Railway  Employees,  charged  with  attempt- 
ing to  delay  the  mails  by  inciting  crews 
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mail  steamers  to  strike,  was  dismissed  on 
April  6.  On  the  previous  day  an  important 
decision  was  given  in  the  county  court  at 
Vancouver  in  another  legal  action  arising  out 
of  the  strike.  A  clerk  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  local  freight  office  there  sued 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  for 
wages,  but  the  judge  held  that  as  he  was  a 
monthly  servant  and  had  left  the  company's 
employ  without  notice,  the  company  was 
justified  in  keeping  back  his  salary.  As  the 
other  strikers  were  in  a  similar  position, 
this  was  regarded  as  a  test  case. 

In  the  course  of  the  month  a  number  of 
disturbances  occurred  in  Vancouver  in  con- 
nection with  the  strike.  On  the  night  of 
April  13  a  prominent  member  of  a  trades 
union  was  mortally  wounded  by  a  revolver 
shot  at  the  Abbott  street  wharf.  Two  arrests 
were  made  in  connection  with  this  affair. 

The  situation  in  regard  to  the  trades 
unions  that  declared  strikes  in  sympathy 
with  the  United  Brotherhood  of  Railway 
Employees  remained  the  same  during  the 
month,  none  of  their  members  returning  to 
work.  Vessels,  however,  were  no  longer 
hampered  by  the  longshoremen's  strike, 
sufficient  labour  having  been  secured  to  load 
and  unload  the  freight.  In  consequence  of 
the  teamsters'  strike  at  Vancouver  the  C.P. 
R.  Co.  decided  to  establish  a  cartage  service 
of  its  own.  The  attitude  of  other  unions  was 
rather  confused,  those  whose  members  were 
in  the  employ  of  the  C.P.R.  Co.,  favouring 
the  company  and  many  outside  ones  being 
on  the  side  of  the  strikers.  The  Vancouver 
Trades  and  Labour  Council  passed  a  resolu- 
tion declaring  '  that  this  council  regards  all 
efforts  to  replace  the  men  now  on  strike  in 
the  C.P.R.  shops  in  Revelstoke  and  Van- 
couver as  being  unfair,  and  pronounces  all 
men  who  take  said  places  as  being  entitled 
to  the  term  unfair.'  On  the  other  hand,  a 
document  was  signed  on  March  27  by  repre- 
sentatives of  six  unions  belonging  to  the 
C.P.R  shops  at  Vancouver  declaring  that 
no  grievance  existed  there  and  consequently 
that  the  shops  were  considered  fair  by  them. 


Strike  of  Metal  Workers  at  Smith's  Falls, 

Ont. 

A  strike  of  employees  of  the  Frost  &  Wood 
Co.  of  Smith's  Falls,  Ont.,  manufacturers  of 
agricultural  implements,  which  began  on 
March  25,  lasted  throughout  the  following 
month,  not  being  terminated  until  April  30r 
The  origin  of  the  dispute  was  a  demand  made 
by  the  metal  workers  for  an  increase  of  25 
per  cent  in  wages,  recognition  of  their  union 
and  for  the  placing  of  piece-work  rates  on  a 
time  basis.  The  metal  workers  were  imme- 
diately joined  by  the  carpenters  and 
labourers,  who  also  demanded  an  increase  in 
wages.  The  number  of  strikers  was  variously 
estimated,  but  at  the  beginning  of  April 
there  were  approximately  250  directly  and 
75  indirectly  affected.  The  latter  comprised 
moulders  and  coremakers,  who  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  their  work  on  account  of 
the  labourers  being  out.  The  company 
offered  the  metal  workers  $1.40  a  day,  instead 
of  $1.44,  which  was  asked,  but  refused  to 
make  any  changes  in  piece-work  rates  or  to 
recognize  the  union.  The  labourers  were 
offered  $1.30  and  $1.35  per  day,  an  increase 
of  10  and  15  cents  over  their  former  wages. 
On  April  24  the  strikers  decided  to 
accept  the  company's  terms,  but  on  discover- 
ing that  the  president  of  their  union  had 
been  discharged  they  went  out  again.  On 
April  29  they  applied  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  for  mediation,  and  on  the 
following  day  an  arrangement  was  reached 
through   the  aid  of    the  Hon.    Minister  of 

Labour. 

New  Disputes. 

In  a  special 'article  of  the  present  number 
of  the  Gazette  an  account  is  given  of  the 
settlement  of  a  strike  of  lumber  mill  workers 
at  Hawkesbury,  Ont.,  which  occurred  during 
the  month  of  April,  and  which  was  brought 
to  an  end  through  the  friendly  intervention 
of  the  Department.  A  brief  description  is 
given  below  of  a  strike  of  bridge  workers  at 
Walkerville,  Ont.,  and  of  trackmen  employed 
by  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railwuy  Company,, 


924 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


May,  1903 


cc 


< 

< 

• 

c 

fc 

< 

O 

X 

as 

PS 

P 

s 

O  H 

P3C0 

< 

J 

Cfl 

W 

to 

J 

O 

a 

55 

< 

w 

ij 

s 

«»j 

H 

D 

« 

M 

SS 

feH 
DQ 

H 

H 

Q 

< 

02 


P4 

O 
W 

O 

w 

O 

Ph 

A 

ft 


3 

03 


•UOI^'BU 


raoo  jo  e^Q 


e3 


S  o 


CO 

©     . 

S^a©1 


4^ 
© 

© 
h 


•pa^oajje 
s^uaraqsiiq-e^sg; 
ao  suijijj;  jo  o^j- 


© 
© 

o 

hi 

o 
© 

CO 

S3 

o 

© 
bo 

© 


B 

o 

-1-3 
c3 
& 
B 
© 
© 

o 


•rH 

c8 
o 
O 


© 
o 

a 

> 

2 

Oh 


O 


W 

O 
O 

h- 1 

o 

M 

W 

H 

O 


a 


co 

Ed 
H 

Ph 


«4-l 
O 

— ' 

S 

T! 

C 

a 

H 

© 

«-i 

0 

-1-3 

S3 

T3 

B 

© 

TJ 

-p3 

© 

c8 

-i-9 

hi    ' 

13 

0 

0. 

© 

+3 

© 

hi 

-(J 

8 

£ 

©    C3 


CM 


© 


Ph- 

e3 

0 

h- 1 

© 

tf 

■+3     . 

s3   B 

Ph 

co.s 

Q 

a  a 

•s  0 

W 

*->  a; 

O 

O  -r- 

fc 
W 

-^  a 
bo 

S 

a  © 

05   © 

§ 

ft  ^ 
S  ° 

O 

O 

©T3 

B 

a 

*+-i  3 

0 

© 

r-4    03 

1— ! 

c3  >. 

P3. 


© 


^  © 


- 
© 
> 
a 
o 
© 

i 


I 

a 

o 

O 

++ 


o 
a- 
© 

© 
a 


-4-2 

-4-a 

© 

to 
O 


©  a 


a^ 
o 

o  to 

©J  s 

^3   5   bD 

©  > 

<»  a  fi 
<d  a  ^ 

CO 


i-  tl_l 

© 

0 

ft 

en 

■« 

fi^ 

^ 

XI 

T3 

i 

43 

+^ 

cr, 

a 

r 

-4-> 

(H 

a 

&D  © 

a 

5 

■+3 

QJ 

© 

J* 

d 

0 

O 

in 

fc 

a  -a 

a  -u 

o  c 

>  o 

45  S 


o 

13 

a 
© 


— 

e3 


o 


43 

.  a 

OS    © 

©  a 

rt    s-    ^    © 

tog-e 

£•3  p  A 

C3    <$    fe    © 
r-   -(J  l<_l     CO 

a  *>  0  o 
co     ^ 


© 
> 

© 


a 

© 

a 

jo  a 

,2  ft 
-u  © 

© 

CO 


S  a 

ft  © 


©  t>i 
oc  o 


-S  a 

73  "S 

be  be 
*  5 
be  o 
a  * 
»  £ 
£©■ 

© 
> 


a 
© 

e3 

T3 
© 

-<-3 

i-i 

o 
ft 
© 
- 

-(-3 

a 
© 


0! 


- 
© 

3   © 

o  S 

-3    03 


43 -1*3 
co   s 

o 


CO 


cr. 


o 
cc 


ft 


M 


00      co 


CO       cc 


o 


L- 


CO 

<M 


CM 


o 

CO 


c3 


CO 

C3 


CO 


CO 


P3      Ph      Pe3 

Ph      Ph      Ph 


P^ 
Ph" 


o 


O      Q     O      Q 


a 

ft 

-t-3 
CO 

© 

-u 

jS 


be 

a 


— 

© 


be 


1* 
so 
© 


bo 

a 

IS 

CO 

© 
,a 

-a 


o 
© 

a 


e3 

CO 

© 
© 


S  a 

-2  a 

r.    © 
© 

a 


a 
© 
© 

© 

ft 

10 


7=  ©-a  o>rj3 

^ft=   A« 

a^a^a 


.  >> 

©  -u 

©     CJ 

-i  s 

a->, 

CO 


to« 

a  S  © 
a  o  c 
©  a  a 

0  a-a 

T3    gt- 


©   ® 

o  ©  o 


r. 

3 

3D 
U 
O 

d 

.  -* 

a 
- 


LO  ^    C 
n   ai  O 

t*.,  a '43 
s  a 

©   ?i3 
t-   hi  © 

c3   <£   U 

a  5  * 

r  ° ' 
a  o  S 

H   co  o) 
be  ©  a 

0  ^  s 

Qa  o 
•"   o 

o  a.S 


T3 

a 

c3 

CO 

© 
;  be 

1  > 


a  a) 

?  a 
to.S 

M 

ce 
^  o 


BO 

0 


s  »  g 


© 


r=<  C.SJ3  a 

£<43  -£   03  c3 

•   (i  to  e 

-  a;a  a 

©  0  a^  0, 


ci  'O  co  _h   © 

?S    -4-5 


03  a  ©-£ 
bo  cc  .    c 

««  a  §j  g 

^"^  ftS. 


^  I  o 

a  cd  co 


CO 

© 

•   F— I 

a 

© 
© 


a: 

© 

bo 
a 
© 

CO 
CO 

© 


a 
© 


© 
tt 

o 

bo 
a 
o 


CO 

© 

-4J 
CO 

a 

© 


CO 

© 

a 


03 

o 
O 


CO 

t-l     •     . 
©    cc      . 

o  I  > 

©    CB 

g  * 

lis 

©  °  o 
^     Q 


■j. 


CO 

t-l 

c  _ 

^^ 

hi 

O 


>-.     a 

h,      a 
©      © 

ft      o 

CO  s- 

*   &g 

O)     .         C 
©   C  1^  "e 

o  SN  a 

o  ^      ° 

-,  03    - 

©T3    ■    5 

w  ?  ed  Q 

"    c3    5    05 -Jj 
©    8S    ^  .-3; 

©  «  S  a 
s  ©  a  5c 
a  *  ■-  o 

C    ~    S   © 

*3  ^  fc  u  fe  T3 

^  >        e3 

^  "H  'O  co 

c3  w  c3   bo 

S   O   S   g 
03  **i    ©    > 

q   a 


^3 

bo 


© 
> 
O 

a 
c 


s. 
u 

S  o 

E.-S 

© 

-2  o 

ST3 

a-c 
.2  4s 


© 


o 

- 


CO 

© 
bo 
3 


© 

CO 

© 
© 

a 


- 
© 

ft 


t  6 

re  01 

So 

©    4J 


c 
o 

00 

© 

ce 

o 


u 

© 

©  ° 


CO 

hi 
© 

ft 
0 

© 


CO 

u 

w 

•r. 

s 

S3 

© 

— 


S         hi 


-k3 

© 


X 

S3 


CO     T. 


Of* 

*  a. 

h,T3 

0  a 

^     CO 

,   hi 


H     §      S 


CO 

- 

h 

5 

-5 
"ao 

h 

"3 


S3 


© 
O 

CO 

"© 
> 
© 


hi 
© 
> 
a 
o 
© 
a 

> 


hi 
© 

a 
o 
© 

a 


hi 
© 
> 

c 
© 

a 

S3 


a 

CO 

s3 


a  a 

o  > 

ra  o 

a  a= 

I  1 


o 

a 
o 
hi 
o 
H 


a 
5 
hi 

o 


a 
o 


s3 


S3 


-1-3 


CO 


s3 


e3 


S3 


S3 


o       0 


^     i=      -b 
'o      3      3 

000 


PQ      Ph      P2      Ph      P3 


h 

s3 

B 
C 


*B 

a 

h 

Ph 


hi 

c3 

— 


1 


- 
s3 

-*3 

B 

V 


hi 
s3 


sS 


e      a 
O     0 


c3 


CO 


0 

L^ 

CO 

0 

»n 

IQ 

co 

qo 

0 

0 

eo 

0 

CO 

0 

0 

co 

0 

i-0 

■* 

s 

CM 

CM 

CM 

t>- 

I- 

T-H 

* 

CM 

CM 

-k3 
© 

b3 

£  S 

©  a 
e  © 
Ee.2 

"  bo 
c  o 

-2    © 
© 

a -3 


_  o 

s  i 

3  a 

-  r 
o3 


B 
© 

a 


X 

bo 

a 
- 


3  1 

•*3  O) 

—  s- 

1  1 

x  i 


I 
© 


May,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


925 


2 


H 


© 

CO 


03 

fa 
© 

— 
O 

O 
O 


o3 
Efa. 

a 

o 

o 


o 


o 

CM 


o 


0- 

o 


o 
oo 

CM 


a 


© 
to 


00 


00 
CO 


o 
o 

CO 


o 


iO 


(M 
<M 


fa 

© 

fa 

o 

2^£ 

ta 

a  >>o 

03 

L3   o3  w 

© 

cq 

bC 

fa 

?3 

03  ©ri 

> 

0)  &<€»? 

he 

OS 

a  © 

■■H  ojo 

eSidTJ 

£<M   3 
(33        t— 1 

T 

B 

0. 

©   o3 

D           03  _C 

o3   o 

Z 

<3    fa  ^ 

©    O 

©  ©€& 

c 

2 

2^ 

fa 

incr 
mak 
oni 

■**    3 
o3 

fa   fa   fa  © 

o  ©^ s? 

> 

»      T3  -, 

■"O   2   fa  !T^ 

o3 

• 

■1        o3    3 

q.£>  ©s& 

£  fa -2*g 
2  o  2  g 

c 

©r^ 

©  t|-l  rC     03 

3  a) 
o3  be 

^  3 


T3 
o3 

03 

s 


o3 


-52 


£     Q 


?1^ 
*2<~ 

o  S  © 

-a  3 

~%  73    £    fa  OS 

2  1°*  3co 

3  ©   fl   3^ 
©rd   cj  £   O 


© 
0/ 


0) 
00 

T— I 

eg 

>> 
03 

T3 
fa 
3 
O 

-C 

OS 
fa 

o 


T3 
3 
o3 

a 


i  o 


<M   ^"d 

M      ©     O 

fa        f-h   O 


O 


a 

s 

& 
O 

-4J 


s    s 


03 

Q 


s  r 

beg  as  be 

03      ._j    03 

2  §  *  2  ,;  | 

O-C    03    O    ~    g 

.2  fa  2.2  o 

3  a  fa  §  .   o 

C^  fa  |  ^-3^ 

2  o  o  Sc^.2,  s: 
Q        Q     O 


03 
03 

bo 


03 
03 
C8 
03 
fa 

o 

C 

fa 

o 

c3 


03 

o 


03 
fa 
03 


03 
fa 
© 

2 

<V 

t— * 

•  i— t 

o 
PQ 


o 

fa 

•i-i 

© 
©^ 

ccfa 

•fa  ^ 

PQ 


03 
fa 
© 

a 

© 

fa 
o 


03 


03 
© 

r— ( 

CQ 


03 
fa 
© 

© 

— 

fa 

O 


03 

fa 

© 

fa 

3 

o 
^2 

03 
fa 

rt 

© 

^ 

T3* 

03 

fa 

g 

© 

CQ 


o 

o 

PQ 


© 
2 

© 

fa 

is 

r— I 
•r-< 

cS 

pc; 


S3 

O 

03 

oc 

s 

•  i-H 


o 

a 
o 


© 


> 
fa 
© 


c3 


fa 
© 
> 

O 
© 

> 


c3 

•  rH 
fa 

o 
o 


a 
o 


c3 


a 
o 

a 
o 


03 
© 
fa 

-t3 

a 
o 

a 


o3 

03 
-+3 

o 


a  .2 

©  40 

a  a 

C  O 


fa 

03 

+3 

a 
O 


fa 

o3 

a 
O 


a 

a 
i— i 
o 

O 

PQ 


03 

rO 

2 
a      o 


O 

PQ 


03 

a 
O 


y  ©  u 

fa  ©  fa 

*3  ©  -U 

a  a  a 

O  G3  O 


c^i 


o 


fa 
© 

© 

o 

CO 

o 

d 

o 


a 
o 

a 
a 


o 

.  a 

K2 

©     03   -!J 


03  T3 

o3  t 

©  a 

O    O 

a-c 
fa« 

a 


a 
be 
o 
© 
© 
fa 


73 

a 

03 


fa  a 
a  03 
o  a 


a  °  a 

ma  © 


a3      . — i 

fa 

t*-.         fa 

•    03    03 
03     ^    S^ 

fa  _o  © 
©  ©-"  s 

•33  2^ 
.2  2  a  ^ 
Pm     uQ 


o 

-1-3 

a 
o 
fa 
o 

H 


>5 
fa 

a 

^2 

03 
© 

03 

w 


fa  fa 

o3  o3 

-^  -^> 

a  a 

O  O 


/ 


(M 


03 
© 

03 

a 

•r-H 

>> 

03 

T3 


O 
^3 

Ci 

fa 

O 

<H 

a 

o3 

2 

© 

Q 


03 
fa 
© 
fa 

a 

o 

o3 
(J 


a 

O 

02 


© 


fa 

PQ 


CQ 


00 


a3 


03 


03 


a 


i: 


i  Jj  ©  o  © 

i  *  «    a 


03 

a 


".a 


O  n-j 


a  a 


CM 


©  © 


a  ®^^J 


I     .-H      03 


©  OJ  S 

03  0 

o3 
©  o  10 
St?  a 


o  »a  © 


O  n't?  .-I 


»-' 


03 
P. 


© 


© 


^4     »H     d 

fa  ctj  a 

2  ©-a 
g-©  w 

cs  ©  oJ 

©  ♦*  © 
•a  fa 

Ml  *  ® 

on  +j  in 

►»»  s 

3  2^ 
"•S  & 
63* 


©  "®4a 
cq  ©  ©  ©  a 
caxi  Sao 

r-i      a      cq 

©  o.S  o  © 

a     -M      a 

«  fa  a  >>ts 

^  ©  Orj  2 

d^a  ©  a 5 
®|afa 

•O  ^  *H 

©•"  o 


fa^ 

a*" 

13 


DO 

CQ 

o 

Pd 


8  "3 

©.s 

03 

3 


en 


© 


o3  "^ 


•d  g 


© 


to 


s© 

©  "^    03 

2  ^^ 
2  ^  te 

9  *  £ 

O  g  «  » 


"Sis 
©  ^  c 

W  73  o 

03  c3   © 
fa    " 

w 

ra  © 

©  fa 
©  o  o 

a  **-' 

oga 

©  ©  c 


©  03 

■a 

©  o 


CQ  tJ< 
w    ©    r-l 

©  fa  o 

•H*)  in 

cq  •-; 

»-!"-!© 

fa  ^    « 

O   ©U9 

»«-a 

©  o  © 
©  rt  fa 
>,©  03 

°     ^ 

a  ©~. 

©  fa  w 

M^i 

d  fa  a 
03  £?  a 

■^  fa  « 
©  - 


*-i    CQ  -4-j 


M,     ^     © 

CQ  CM  !> 

©  03  P* 


» -a 


©    rt    m 

§og© 

a-q 


J^3 
fa  +J 

SI 


a 


© 


©  © 

a* 


a 

a  a  © 

q  ©,a 

©    02   i- 


..      © 

d  -r1 

•t-4     fa 
O       ,  T-l 

.2 -a 

03 


© 

a 
p. 


++ 


926 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


Mat,  1903 


CO 

g  PS 

<     „ 
*^  H 

62   - 

•  5^ 

Ph    £ 

S£ 
CO 


< 

Ph 
O 

W 

O 


W 

Ph 
O 

£> 
Ph 


ft 
P3 


E3 

co 
© 

Ph" 


'UOT^BU 

-iraaa^    jo  e^Q 


■raoo    i o   e^'BQ 


-1-3 
£<4-J 

.5    O 


X 

Si 

ft' 

ft 


m 

©T3 

>.  © 

^a5i 


H 


1 

>> 

■  «—l 

TS 

+3 

fl 

© 

© 

h- 1 

u 

>1 

1 — 1 

.  p-i 

-4J 

Q 

© 

* 

•pa^oajjt? 
s^uauiqst^q'B^sg; 
jo  suui^  jo  'Oft 


o 

© 

•r— 5 

rO. 

O 

i-> 
O 

<D 
CO 

53 
e3 

O 

T3 
© 
be 

© 


S3 

O 

■rH 
-U 

e3 
ft 

© 
© 

O 


■  iH  • 

© 

o 

hH- 


© 
o 

"> 
o 

u 

en 


8 


H 
O 

PQ 
W 

Q 

t— i 

w 

H 

Ph 
#2 


- 

S3 
c3 
IH 
bO 
CO 

§ 
s 

© 


©  be 

as 

•  '-5 

°  s 

rH 
©  ° 

7-1     ^^ 
g    £3 

c.2  S 
^"^  s8 
««-<  cs  i* 

•73  ©  <* 

lis 

CO      Fh 

©    3- 

bfo  S 
■5-3   © 


r-"T3 

as  53 

Fh  CO 

s  © 

O  * 
,3 

0)     fi    03       . 

"£  boflT3 

.2  g     ® 


o 


-1-3 

o 
S 

rH 

ft 

o 
m 

o 

-t3 

a> 
w 

© 

rH 


T3 

C 
© 

•+3 

e3 

© 

O 

ft 
© 


-1-3 

3 
© 


3   © 


3C 


eS^-r;   oj 


©  "s-  a  ©  A  to 


©  ^ 
oS 


O  O 
COrH 


rH 

ft     = 

<3 


iO      «o 


o  o  ■* 

CN  CO(M 


-*1 


COCO 


u 

ft 

<1 


■<* 


JO 


CO  CO  CO 

hnc; 


CO 


iO 


•    •    • 

- 

;   *. 

, 

. 

• 

• 

* 

• 

*   • 

• 

- 

O  50 

O 

8 

o  o?o 

o 

<N 

O 

(N  T-H 

(M 

co  o  o 

CO 

i—i 

co 

iH 

CO 

CO  CO 

~H 

iH<N 

tH 

»o 

HOi-i 

rH 

"- 

rH 

«o  o 

(M    t-, 

p-    3 


w   bC  £ 
©   rf   P 


bo 

o 


co 
© 
bC 


© 

©    CO 

cs    © 


O   hr  ® 
♦5.2F  « 

^   «   g 

3  *  h 
o  © 


© 

bo 


O 
C* 
©   © 


ftS 

as        » 

g   ©   S 
glO   © 

"CO     SH 


s^^S     -^o«2 


5i    d 


T3'0  ©  Ot3 
53  53o^  S3 
c3   c3  CO   q   c3 

S  £  oo  S 

©    ©  -U  CO    © 

QQ        Q 


S3 
O 

£   © 
^CO    f 

0    3   co 

S  2  S 


o 

CO 


3 

— 

CO 

S3 


■r.    s. 
©    (i 

bog 

u_  IO 

o1^ 
©^   . 

co   ©   co 
rt   v   © 

5  ©  ? 
g  ^  P 

S-i     - 

<+-;~  cs 

c3   c^  ~ 

s  a*g 

©  ©  > 


O 
-t3 

IO 

CO 


o 

— 

■— 

© 
bo 

f5 


o 

CO 


a 

o 

- 


co 
© 
bC 

is 


t+-1        e 
O       .53 

r  «  © 
s-1  -3  £ 

©■£  g 

.C    S    53 

o  6<w 

^  u  ° 

T3  *T3 

C   -3 

©  ^©  © 

G     Q 


.    CO 

>>© 
ce  be 

-    _ 
ft  O 

ee>  © 
^^  3 

O'C 
"  © 


P4 


co 

© 

3 

O 

J= 

c3 

i-^ 

^5 
O 

o 
Q 


3 
- 


co 
© 

-1-3 

3 

'3 
Ph 


°5  -#;  o 

214J'~^     © 

"   3  ' — '  .X 

2  $  o  5- 

r-    eSji.    ^ 


e8 


© 

cJ 
h 

W     pc? 


CO 

s- 

s 

a 
be 

O 


•         • 

• 

d 

-r3 
O 

© 

•  © 

h^ 

c3  ^3 

©   > 

S3 

o 

H-3 

S  *% 

O 

-k3 

(h 

o 

C 

Montt 
Brock 

o 

-J 

Xfl 

S3 

o 

rH 

o 

Toron 
Monti 
Hespe 

a 

o 

Fh 

o 
EH 

o 

T3 

0 

o 

r-3 

M 

© 

©  o 

S3 
53 

c 

c  o  d 

d 

d 

d 

^  •'-, 

•  rH 

©  sh 

u 

r- 

^  ©  fa 

Fh 

B 

Fh 

-9   e3 

P5 

C§ 

C3r©      CJ 

e3 

c8 

e3 

©  -u 

-1-3 

-U     ©    +3 

H-3 

-►3 

H-3 

3   S3 

• 

c 

3   3   C 

3 

3 

CfO 

fe 

O 

C^O 

o 

o 

!  \ 


Hay,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


927 


which  were  two  other  of  the  most  important    work  with  the  same  wages  and  hours  as  be- 
disputes  of  the  month.  fore. 


Strike  of  Bridge  Workers  at  Walkerville 

Ont. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  the  Canadian 
Bridge  Company  of  Walkerville,  Ont.,  noti- 
fied their  employees  that  on  and  after  April 
1,  ten  hours  would  constitute  a  day's  work, 
instead  of  nine,  and  that  their  pay  would  be 
correspondingly  increased.  On  account  of 
this  order,  about  twelve  machinists  of '  the 
company  stopped  work  on  March  31,  and  on 
the  following  day  were  joined  by  the  ma- 
jority of  workers  in  other  branches  of  the 
plant,  and  a  formal  strike  was  declared 
against  the  company.  The  total  number  of 
strikers  amounted  to  207.  In  addition  to 
these,  about  73  other  employees  were  in- 
directly affected  by  the  almost  complete  clos- 
ing up  of  the  works.  On  April  2  a  com- 
mittee of  the  men  waited  on  the  president 
of  the  •  company  and  demanded  an  increase 
of  ten  per  cent  in  the  wages  of  all  the  em. 
ployees  with  a  nine-hours'  day  as  before. 
The  increase  in  pay  was  refused,  but  the 
company  agreed  to  restore  the  day  of  nine 
hours.  This  offer  was  rejected  by  the  strik- 
ers and  negotiations  were  discontinued  for  a 
time.  During  the  course  of  the  week  the 
company  advertised  for  new  workingmen, 
and  secured  the  services  of  a  number  of  non- 
unionists,  who  kept  a  portion  of  the  works 
running.  On  April  9  a  small  disturbance 
occurred  in  Detroit,  when  a  party  of  non- 
unionists,  who  lived  there,  were  on  their 
way  home.  About  ten  arrests  were  made  in 
connection  with  this  affair,  and  the  company 
closed  its  plant  in  order  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther trouble  of  the  kind.  Negotiations  to 
end  the  strike  were  then  resumed,  and  on 
April  11a  compromise  was  effected  through 
the  friendly  intervention  of  the  Mayor  of 
Walkerville  and  Mr.  R.  L.  Sutherland,  mem- 
ber of  parliament  of  that  district.  Accord- 
ing to  the  agreement,   the  men   returned  to 


Strike  of  Trackmen  of  the  C.A.R.  Co. 

On  April  6  the  trackmen  in  the  employ 
of  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  Co.  declared 
a  strike,  owing  to  their  demand  for  higher 
wages  having  been  refused.  The  pay  they 
had  been  receiving  was  $1.25  and  $1.35  per 
day  for  labourers  and  $1.80  for  foremen.  The 
amount  they  asked  was  $1.40  for  labourers 
and  $2  for  foremen.  In  addition  to  their 
wages,  the  company  rented  houses  to  their 
employees  at  the  nominal  sum  of  $4  or  $5 
per  month,  and  supplied,  them  with  light 
and  fuel  free.  The  company  had  adopted 
the  practice  of  increasing  the  pay  five  cents 
a  day  every  year,  and  this  was  done  on  the 
April  1.  On  Thursday,  the  2nd,  a  griev- 
ance committee  of  the  men  waited  on  the 
chief  engineer  of  the  company  and  pre- 
sented their  demands  to  him.  Negotiations 
had  also  been  conducted  with  the  president 
of  the  road.  The  general  manager,  however, 
was  absent  from  Ottawa  at  the  time,  and 
the  men  were  asked  to  wait  until  his  return. 
As  the  president  of  the  company  had  not 
conceded  their  demands,  the  employees  did 
not  consider  that  anything  would  be  gained 
by  delay,  and  accordingly  an  order  to  strike 
was  issued  on  April  2,  to  take  effect  on 
the  6th  of  the  month.  The  company  offered 
$1.25  per  day  for  trackmen  and  $1.80  for 
foremen,  but  the  strikers  would  not  accept 
less  than  $1.30  and  $1.85  respectively. 

The  number  of  men  involved  in  the  dis- 
pute was  about  325,  including  the  majority 
of  trackmen  in  the  service  of  the  company. 
The  company  refused  to  have  any  further 
negotiations  with  the  men  until  they  returned 
to  work,  measures  being  taken  to  keep  the 
tracks  in  order  by  other  means.  In  the 
course  of  the  month  most  of  the  strikers 
secured  other  employment,  and  there  was  no 
change  in  the  situation.  On  April  8  two 
switches  on  the  line  were  tampered  with  and 
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some  lights  were  turned  out,  but  were  dis- 
covered in  time  to  prevent  any  accident.  The 
union  strongly  repudiated  any  connection 
with  these  actions,  and  offered  a  reward  for 
the  conviction  of  the  culprits  similar  to  that 
offered  by  the  company. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  compila- 
tion of  the  trade  disputes  of  the  Dominion 
of  Canada  which  began  or  were  in  continu- 
ance during  the  month  of  April,  and  which 
have  been  reported  to  the  department. 


UNIONS    FORMED    DURING    THE 
MONTH    OF   APRIL,    1903. 

The  Department  has  received  notice  of 
the  following  organizations  as  having  been 
formed  during  the  month  of  April  1903  : — 

Nova  Scotia : 


Halifax  —  Teamsters 
Union. 


and     Stablemen's 


New  Brunsivick : 

St.  John — Horseshoers. 
Plumbers. 

Electrical  workers. 


u 


<c 


a 


a 


a 


Quebec  : 

Montreal — Ceramic,  Mosaic  and  Encaustic' 
Tile    Layers    and    Helpers 
Union. 
Fitters  and  Fire  Appliances. 
Barbers. 
Stone  Carvers. 
Quebec — Electrical  Workers. 

Ontario : 

Toronto — Ornamental  Iron  Workers. 
Hamilton — Tailors. 
Brantford — Team  Drivers'  Union. 
Niagara  Falls — Building  Trades  Council. 
Owen  Sound — Plumbers. 

"  Longshoremen. 

Federal  Labour  Union. 
Woodworkers. 


St.  Marys — Quarrymen. 
Strathroy — Geueral  Labourers. 
Collingwood — Painters. 
Walkerville — Bridge  Workers. 
Kingston — Team  Drivers. 

British  Columbia  : 
Cumberland — Miners. 
New    Westminster  —  American    Labour 

Union. 
"  Barbers. 

Vancouver — Mill  Workers. 

Canada  : 

Postmen's  Federation. 


ENFORCEMENT      OF      FAIR      WAGES 

RESOLUTION   BY   POST    OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT,  APRIL,   1903. 

During  the  month  of  April  the  following 
orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  the  supplies  below  mentioned.  *  All 
were  given  subject  to  the  regulations  for  the 
suppression  of  the  sweating  system,  and 
securing  payment  to  the  working  men  and 
working  women  of  fair  wages,  and  the  per- 
formance of  the  work  under  proper  sanitary 
conditions  : — 


a 


a 


Amount 

Nature  of  Order. 

of 

• 

Order. 

Making    and     repairing     metal      dating 

and     other    hand    stamps ;    also^    type 

$    376  72 

Making    and      repairing,  rubber    dating 

and  other  hand  stamps  and  type 

31  65 

Supplying     stamping      material,      inclu- 

sive   of   making    and    repairing    pads, 

also  wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink. . . . 

276  71 

Making  and  repairing  post  office  scales .    . 

158  00 

Supplying  mail  bags 

1,018  40 

Repairing  mail  bags  

861  21 

Repairing  mail  locks,  and  supplying  mail 

475  50 

Making  letter  boxes   and  repairing  mail 

clerks'  tin  travelling  boxes 

135  73 

Miscellaneous     orders    for    making    and 

repairing  postal  stores 

28  30 

Making    up    and    supplying    articles    of 

official   uniform 

54  00 
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GOVERNMENT    CONTRACTS   FOR   THE   MONTH    OF    APRIL. 

(Information  supplied  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works.) 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works, 
and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month  of  April, 
together  with  a  minimum  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers  engaged  upon  the 
work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each  contract  : — 

Additions  and  alterations  to  the  post  office,  Guelph,  Ont. ;  date  of  contract,  April  11, 
1903  ;  amount  of  contract,  $30,595. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman  mason 

Contractor's  foreman  bricklayer. 
Contractor's  foreman  carpenter . 

Carpenters 

Joiners 


Stair  builders 

Stonemasons 

Stonecutters 

Bricklayers 

Builders'  labourers  .... 

Plasterers 

Plasterers'  labourers 
Painters  and  decorators . 
Sheet  metal  workers.  .  . . 

Steamfitters 

G-asfitters 

Plumbers 

Electrical  workers    

Blacksmiths 

Blacksmiths'  helpers. . ... 

Metal  roofers 

Shinglers 

Lathers 


Ordinary  labourers 

Timekeepers 

Driver,  1  horse  and  cart. .  . . 
Driver,  2  horses  and  wagon 

Driver  and  1  horse . 

Driver  and  2  horses 


lfcate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


n  oo 

per  day  of    9  hours 

4  00 

ii 

9 

II 

3  00 

ii 

10 

II 

2  00 

H 

10 

II 

2  25 

n 

10 

II 

2  50 

ii 

10 

II 

2  75 

H 

9 

II 

3  25 

ii 

9 

II 

2  75 

it 

9 

II 

1  50 

n 

9 

II 

2  75 

ii 

9 

II 

1  50 

ii 

9 

II 

2  00 

ii 

10 

II 

1  75 

H 

10 

II 

3  00 

n 

10 

II 

3  00 

ii 

10 

II 

3  50 

ii 

10 

II 

2  00 

u 

10 

II 

2  00 

H 

10 

II 

1  50 

ii 

10 

"1 

1  75 

H 

10 

II 

2  00 

n 

10 

II 

0    02Jy 

per  vard 

1  50  per  day  of  10  hours. 

2  00 

ii 

10 

II 

2  50 

ii 

10 

II 

3  25 

ii 

10 

II 

2  50 

ii 

10 

II 

3  25 

H 

10 

II 

RECENT     INDUSTRIAL    INVENTIONS. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  ob- 
tained from  the  latest  number  of  the  Can- 
adian Patent  Office  Record  issued  by  the 
Department  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  month  of  February,  271  patents 
were  issued  by  the  Canadian  Patent  Office. 
Of  these  18  were  for  electrical  inventions, 
10  were  concerned  with  metallurgical  in- 
dustries and  5  with  agriculture.  There  were 
20  inventions  of  new  industrial  machinery, 
including  machines  for  the  manufacture 
of     cigarettes,      boots     and    shoes,    boxes, 


fences,  etc.  There  were  14  patents  for 
lighting  systems,  including  7  electric 
lamps.  Perhaps  the  most  imporcant  inven- 
tion of  the  month,  if  it  should  prove  to 
be  successful,  was  a  mechanical  system  of 
stoking  furnaces.  The  principle  adopted  in 
it  is  the  insertion  of  a  holder  for  the  fuel, 
which  is  placed  some  distance  above  and 
beyond  the  grate,  by  means  of  movable 
bars.  The  fuel  holders  are  of  pyramidal 
shape,  in  order  that  the  coal  may  be  pro- 
perly heaped  when  it  is  emptied  into  the 
grate. 
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REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments  and 
bureaus  were  received  at  the  Department 
of  Labour  during  April,  1903. 

CANADIAN  REPORTS. 
Insurance  in  Canada. 

Abstract  of  Statements  of  Insurance  Companies  in 
Canada  for  year  ended  December  31,  1902.  King's 
Printer,  Ottawa ;  63  pages.    Price,  5  cents. 

The  abstract  of  statements  of  insurance 
companies  in  Canada  for  the  year  1902  in- 
dicates that  the  general  prosperity  of  the 
country  has  had  a  marked  effect  in  increasing 
their  business,  with  regard  both  to  the  number 
of  new  policies  issued  of  all  kinds  and  to  the 
amount  for  which  they  were  drawn.  Another 
feature  is  the  relative  growth  of  Canadian 
companies  as  compared  with  those  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  as  regards 
purely  Canadian  business.  In  fire  insurance, 
the  net  cash  received  for  premiums  during  the 
year  by  Canadian  companies  amounted  to 
$2,117,041;  by  British  companies,  $6,946,919, 
and  by  United  States  companies,  $1,572, 5 93. 
For  1901  the  amounts  were  respectively 
$1,727,410,  $6,595,447,  and  $1,327,491.  In 
life  insurance,  the  premium  income  of  Cana- 
dian companies  for  1902  was  $10,099,762, 
compared  with  $9,133,890  for  the  previous 
year.  British  companies  in  Canada  received 
in  premiums,  during  1902,  $1,415,273,  and 
during  1901,  $1,346,666.  Canadian  pre- 
miums of  United  States  companies,  in  1902, 
amounted  to  $5,628,526,  and  in  1901  to 
$4,709,298. 

Experimental  Farms. 

( Annual  Report  on  Experimental  Farms  for  1902- 
King's  Printer,  Ottawa  ;  407  pages.     Price,  30  cents. ) 

The  volume  on  experimental  farms  of  the 
Dominion,  which  is  issued  as  an  appendix  to 
the  report  of  the  Minister  of  Agriculture, 
contains  reports  of  the  Director,  Agricul- 
turist, Horticulturist,  Chemist,  Entomolo- 
gist and  Botanist,  Poultry  Manager,  and 
Superintendents    of     the    branch    farms   at 


Nappan,  N.S.,  Brandon,  Man.,  Indian  Head, 
N.W.T.,  and  Agassiz,  B.C.  At  the  central 
experimental  farm  tests  were  made  during 
1902  of  many  varieties  of  oats,  barley,  wheat, 
pease,  Indian  corn,  turnips,  mangels,  carrots, 
sugar  beets  and  potatoes.  Full  particulars 
of  the  results  are  contained  in  the  report. 
In  October  an  experiment  was  made  of  send- 
ing a  small  shipment  of  apples  to  Glasgow 
without  cold  storage.  They  were  chiefly 
autumn  varieties,  carefully  selected.  The 
apples  arrived  in  good  condition  and  found 
a  ready  sale.  The  net  profits  obtained,  ex- 
clusive of  growing  the  fruit,  picking  and 
packing,  came  to  $3.20  per  barrel,  being 
$2. 1 0  more  than  the  average  profits  obtained 
per  barrel  at  Ottawa. 

BRITISH  REPORT. 
Statistics  of  Mines. 

Mines  and  Quarries:  General  Report  and  Statistics 
for  1901.     Part  IV. — Colonial  and  Foreign  Statistics.! 
Eyre  &  Spottiswoode,  London  ;    477  pages.     Price,! 
Is.  Gd. 

Part  IV  of  the  British  report  on  mines 
and  quarries  for  1901   contains  statistics  re-j 
lating   to    persons    employed,    output,    an( 
accidents  at  mines  and  quarries  in  the  Britishl 
colonies  and  in  foreign  countries.     A  strik 
ing  indication  of  the  mineral  wealth  of  the 
British  Empire  is  given  in  the  introductioi 
where  it  is  stated  that  of  the  total  world' 
supply,  the  British  Empire  produces  aboul 
one-third  of  the  coal,  one-ninth  of  the  cop-j 
per,  half  of  the  gold,  one-eighth  of  the  ironj 
one-fifth  of  the  lead,   one-seventieth  of  the 
petroleum,  one-quarter  of  the  salt,  one-nintlj 
of  the  silver,  five-eighths  of  the  tin,  and  one 
fiftieth  of  the  zinc.     The  number  of  people) 
in  the  world  engaged  in  mining  and  quan 
ing  exceeds  4^  millions,  of  whom  about  one 
fifth  are  employed  in  Great  Britain  and  one 
third  in  the  British   Empire.     The  Uni1 
States   produced,    in    1901,   more  than  old 
third  of  the  world's  supply  of  coal,  and  moi 
than  two-fifths  of  the  iron. 
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UNITED   STATES   REPORTS. 
Connecticut  Labour  Statistics. 

Eighteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Labour 
Statistics  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  for  the  year 
ended  November  30,  1902.  Journal  Publishing  Co., 
Meriden,  Conn.  ;  624  pages. 

The  eighteenth  annual  report  of  the 
Bureau  of  Labour  Statistics  of  Connecticut  is 
divided  into  seven  parts,  in  which  the  follow- 
ing subjects  are  treated  :  Part  I  contains 
statistics  of  all  the  towns  in  the  state,  giving 
the  date  of  their  incorporation,  their  popula- 
tion and  area,  cost  of  maintenance  and  oper- 
ation, debt  per  capita,  assessed  valuation  per 
capita  and  their  cost  of  maintenance  per 
capita.  Part  II  deals  with  the  construction 
of  new  factories  during  the  year  under  the 
following  headings  :  General  observations, 
comparisons  with  previous  years,  acreage 
roofed  in,  descriptive  account,  location, 
establishment,  style  of  building,  dimensions, 
cost,  increase  in  number  employed  and  tabul- 
ated statistics.  Part  III,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  important  sections  of  the  volume, 
deals  with  statistics  of  manufactures  under 
the  following  headings :  Average  number 
employed,  days  in  operation,  wage  disburse- 
ments, average  annual  earnings,  average 
daily  earnings,  value  of  product,  proportion 
of  labour  cost  to  value  of  product,  proportion 
of  material,  miscellaneous  expenses  and  pro- 
fit to  value  of  product.  The  returns  used 
in  this  compilation  were  obtained  from  755 
establishments.  Part  IY  contains  the  in- 
dustrial history  of  Connecticut,  which  is 
arranged  in  the  following  divisions  :  Intro- 
duction, colonial  period,  from  Revolution  to 
the  present  day,  histories  of  six  leading  cities, 
county  histories,  records  of  each  town,  tabu- 
lations of  counties,  cities  and  towns,  and 
manufacturing  corporations.  Part  Y  gives 
the  history  of  organized  labour  in  Connecti- 
cut, as  well  as  an  account  of  the  aims  and 
objects  of  organized  labour  and  a  list  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  secretaries  of  unions 
in  the  state.  Part  YI  contains  a  tabulated 
statement  of  strikes  and  lockouts  during  the 


year,  with  a  short  explanatory  introduction. 
Part  VII  is  composed  of  reports  of  the  five 
free  public  employment  bureaus  in  the  state. 
It  also  contains  a  general  summary  of  their 
work,  an  account  of  private  employment 
bureaus  and  a  comparison  of  results  in  1902 
with  1901.  In  an  appendix  to  this  report 
there  is  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  labour  laws 
of  Connecticut  contained  in  the  General 
Statutes  of  the  State  revision  of  1902. 

Industrial  Statistics  of  Maryland. 

Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 
and  Information  of  Maryland,  1902.  Baltimore  :  the 
Sun  Book  and  Job  Printing  Office ;  372  pages. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  industrial 
statistics,  the  report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics  and  Information  of  Maryland  for 
1902  oon  tains  interesting  and  valuable 
accounts  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
typical  labouring  families  in  Baltimore 
which  were  obtained  through  personal  investi- 
gations conducted  by  officers  of  the  bureau. 
Full  particulars  are  given  of  the  29  strikes 
that  occurred  in  Maryland  in  1902.  One  of 
the  most  important  was  a  strike  of  garment 
workers  in  Baltimore,  which  brought  about 
a  great  improvement  in  their  condition, 
abolishing  many  evils  of  the  sweating  system. 
An  attempt  was  made  last  year  by  the  State 
legislature  to  regulate  sweatshops,  by  appoint- 
ing inspectors  to  report  on  them  and 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  of  clothing  and 
other  articles  in  private  dwellings  without 
a  special  permit  issued  by  the  Chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics.  When  an  attempt 
was  made  to  enforce  this  law  its  validity 
was  contested  in  the  courts,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  an  interference  with  persona, 
liberty.  The  progress  of  the  case  is  given 
in  the  report  uutil  it  reached  the  Court  of 
Appeals.  Other  portions  of  the  volume  deal 
with  the  Maryland  free  employment  agency, 
the  oyster  and  canning  industries,  new  legisla- 
tion affecting  labour,  and  general  statistics 
derived  from  the  Twelfth  Census  of  the 
United  States. 
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RECENT  LEGAL   DECISIONS    AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


Action   for   Wages. 

S.  brought  an  action  against  hi.s  former 
employer,  W.,  a  waterproof  manufacturer, 
for  seventeen  weeks'  wages  at  $16  per  week. 
S.  alleged  that  in  September,  1902,  he  and 
others  who  were  then  working  for  W.,  heard 
that  the  latter  was  engaging  hands  in  Eng- 
land, and  that  they  thereupon  resolved  to 
leave  his  employment ;  that  W.  heard  of 
this,  called  them  together,  and  told  them 
that  as  there  would  be  plenty  of  work  for 
all  he  would  give  them  work  for  nine  months 
at  the  wages  they  were  then  getting.  S. 
also  claimed  that  there  was  a  subsequent 
arrangement  that  he  and  others  who  worked 
by  the  '  piece '  should  not  be  called  upon  to 
make  '  specials' — a  superior  waterproof,  for 
which  75  cents  was  paid  the  maker  as  com- 
pared with  35  cents  for  an  ordinary  one. 
W.  denied  that  he  had  ever  engaged  S.  for 
nine  months,  or  that  there  was  any  agree- 
ment that  S.  should  not  be  obliged  to  make 
'  specials'  when  so  required.  There  was  no 
written  evidence  of  any  engagement  for  nine 
months.  It  was  also  proved  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Court  that  the  real  cause  of  S's 
dismissal  in  January,  1903,  was  his  refusal 
to  make  a  '  special'  when  directed  to  do  so 
by  the  foreman.  Upon  the  whole  the  court 
held  that  S.  had  not  made  out  his  case,  and> 
therefore,    dismised    his    action  with   costs. 

(Sharkopsky  vs.  Wener. — Judgment  given  in  the 
Superior  Court,  at  Montreal,  by  Mr.  Justice  Curran, 
March  11,  1903.) 

Negligent  Moving  of  Machinery. 

V.  was  employed  in  the  Canadian  Pacific 
Railway  Co.'s  car  shops.  Acting  under 
orders,  he  was  moving  a  large  wheel  with 
another  employee,  H,  when  the  latter,  on 
account  of  the  weight,  was  forced  to  let  go> 
and  the  wheel  fell  on  V,  crushing  him  and 
injuring  him  so  severely  that  he  was  unable 
to  work  for  several  months. 

V  sued  the  company  for  damages,  alleging 
that  it  *had  been  negligent  in  allowing  two 


men  to  attempt  to  move  such  a  heavy  bur- 
den. The  court  maintained  his  action,  and 
awarded  him  $464  damages. 

(Vaillant  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Ry.  Co. — Judgment 
given  in  the  Superior  Court  at  Montreal,  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Charbonneau,  April,  1903). 

BRITISH  COLUMBIA  CASES. 

Effect  of  Employee  leaving  without  notice 

to  Employer. 

In  the  County  Court  at  Vancouver,  A. 
Brown,  who  had  been  employed  in  the  local 
freight  office  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Co.,  sued  that  company  for  wages  al- 
leged to  be  due.  It  appeared  that  Brown, 
who  was  employed  by  the  month,  and  left 
the  service  of  the  company  in  the  middle  of 
a  month,  without  giving  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  do  so,  and  that  his  action  was  for 
wages  for  the  number  of  days  he  had  actual- 
ly worked.  The  court  held  that  when  a 
monthly  employee  left  in  the  course  of  a 
month  without  notice  his  employer  was  not 
bound  to  pay  him  for  the  part  of  the  month 
during  which  he  had  worked. 

(Brown  vs.  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Co. — Judg- 
ment given  by  Judge  Henderson  in  the  County  Court, 
Vancouver,  April  4,  1903. ) 

This  decision  agrees  with  two  others  re- 
cently given  in  similar  suits  against  the  C. 
P.  R.  Co.  (one  at  Montreal  and  the  other  at 
Winnipeg)  and  which  were  referred  to  in 
this  column. 

.Effect  of  Want  of  Notice  of  Injury  Under 
'  The  Employer's  Liability  Act.' 

L.  was  employed  by  M.,  and  in  the  course 
of  his  work   he  met  with  an  accident,    for 
which  he  subsequently  sued  M.  for  damag 
under    the    provisions    of   the  '  Employe 
Liability  Act.' 

At  the  trial  it  was  contended  on  behalf  of 
M.  that  the  action  should  be  dismissed,  be- 
cause L.  had  not  given  M.  notice  of  the  acci- 
dent as  required  by  that  Act.  The  evidence 
showed  that  M.'s  manager  had  seen  the  acci- 


* 


May,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


933 


dent,  had  obtained  L.'s  admission  into  a  hos- 
pital, and  had,  a  few  days  later,  discussed 
with  him  the  cause  of  the  accident.  It  was 
also  proved  that  for  some  time  after  the  acci- 
dent L  had  been  unable  to  attend  to  any 
business. 

The  court  held  that  these  circumstances 
formed  a  good  excuse  for  not  having  given 
the  notice  required  by  the  Act. 

(Lever   vs.  McArthur.—  Judgment   given  by   Mr. 
Justice  Martin  at  Victoria,  B.C.,  December  16, 1902.) 

ONTARIO  CASES. 

Liability  of  a  Trade  Union  for   Picketing 
and  Boycotting. 

One  of  the  most  important  judgments 
ever  given  in  Canada  respecting  the  rights 
and  liabilities  of  members  of  a  trade  union 
on  strike  was  rendered  in  April  by  Mr. 
Justice  Meredith  in  the  case  of  the  H. 
Krug  Furniture  Company  of  Berlin  vs.  the 
Berlin  Union  No.  112,  Amalgamated 
Woodworkers'  International  Union  of  Am- 
erica. 

Members  of  the  local  union  employed  by 
the  Krug  Co.  went  on  strike,  and  then 
attempted  to  induce  other  employees  to 
break  their  contracts  with  the  company  or 
tried  to  prevent  them  working  for  it.  Their 
efforts  in  this  respect  were  directed,  it  was 
alleged,  by  one  Mulcahy,  the  International 
Union  representative,  who  came  from  the 
United  States  to  deal  with  the  matter. 

The  Krug  Co.  sued  the  union,  certain  of 
its  officers  and  members  and  Mulcahy  for 
$2,000  damages  for  wrongfully  and  mali- 
ciously procuring  its  workmen  to  break  their 
contracts  ;  for  $5,000  damages  for  conspiring 
against  the  company,  and  for  a  perpetual 
injunction  restraining  them  from  watching 
or  besetting  the  railway  station  at  Berlin, 
the  works  of  the  company,  or  the  dwelling 
places  of  its  employees,  for  the  purpose  of 
persuading  the  latter  to  break  their  contracts 
with  the  company,  or  from  preventing  others 
from  entering  into  its  service. 


That  the  members  of  the  union  had  a 
right  to  strike  was  not  disputed.  The  whole 
point  at  issue  was  whether,  having  gone  on 
striked/themselves,  they  were  legally  entitled 
to  attempt  to  prevent  others  from  continu- 
ing or  commencing  to  work,  by  means  of 
picketing  and  boycotting.  The  court  held 
that  these  methods,  as  pursued  in  this  strike, 
were  illegal ;  granted  the  perpetual  injunc- 
tion asked  for,  restraining  the  union  from 
using  the  same,  and  awarded  the  Krug  Co. 
$100  damages  against  the  defendants  to- 
gether with  the  costs  of  the  action. 

The  exact  view  which  the  court  took  of 
whole  question  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ing extracts  from  a  report  of  the  judg- 
ment : — 

Boycotting  is,  in  some  of  its  forms,  very  obnoxious 
to  the  law.  That  defendants  were  guilty  of  that 
crime,  and  of  the  wrongs  complained  of,  is,  upon  the 
evidence,  very  plain. 

Because  of  some  disagreement  between  plaintiffs 
and  their  finishers,  the  wood-workers  left  the  plain- 
tiffs' employment  and  began  a  sympathetic  strike. 
They  had  a  right  to  do  so,  so  long  as  they  broke  no 
contract ;  and  no  complaint  is  made  in  that  respect ; 
what  is  complained  of  is  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
defendants.  Their  main  purpose  in  striking  was  to 
compel  plaintiffs  to  accede  to  the  demands  of  the 
finishers.  Their  plan  to  force  plaintiffs  to  submit  was 
to  prevent  other  workmen  taking  the  places  of  the 
strikers,  and  to  constrain  such  of  plaintiffs'  workmen 
as  had  not  left  to  leave  their  employment,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  sale  of  the  goods  made  by  them,  so  that 
plaintiffs  would  be  put  in  the  position  that  they  must 
submit  or  close  their  factory.  So  long  as  the  work- 
men resorted  to  lawful  means  only  to  accomplish  a 
lawful  object,  they  were  within  their  right ;  but  any 
unlawful  object,  or  unlawful  means  to  obtain  a  lawful 
object,  should  meet  with  prompt  prevention  and 
punishment. 

UNLAWFUL  METHODS. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  workmen  who  had 
struck,  and  of  other  members  of  the  organized  body 
to  which  they  belonged,  was  to  organize  watches  to 
beset  and  watch  every  day  all  trains  with  a  view  to 
intercepting  anyone  who  might  have  the  appearance 
of  a  workman  employed  or  seeking  employment  by 
plaintiffs,  and  to  beset  and  watch  plaintiffs'  factory 
and  premises  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  new  work- 
men from  entering  plaintiffs'  employment,  and  of 
constraining  their  workmen  to  leave  such  employ- 
ment. The  conduct  of  those  who  beset  and  watched 
the  factory  was  often  of  an  offensive  and  highly  repre- 
hensible character.  In  regard  to  boycotting,  that 
mainly  relied  upon  and  proved  was  the  intimidation 
of  persons  who  bought  and  sold  the  product  of  plain- 
tiffs' factory.  The  result  has,  in  one  case  at  least, 
been  an  intimidation  of  the  dealer  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  is  afraid  to  disclose  the  facts  except  secretlv. 
The  defendants  must  be  held  to  really  intend  that 
which  is  the  plain  effect  of  their  actions,  the  injury  of 
the  plaintiff's  by  intimidation. 
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CANNOT   PLEAD   IMMUNITY. 

It  is  too  late  for  the  defendant  union,  the  organized 
body,  to  contend  that  they  are  not  incorporated,  and 
therefore  that  the  action  should  be  dismissed  as 
against  them.  They  have,  without  objection,  ap- 
peared, pleaded,  and  consented  to  the  interlocutory 
order  against  them  by  the  name  under  which  they 
are  sued. 

As  to  the  individual  defendants  (other 
than  Mulcahy)  the  judgment  goes  on  to 
say:— 

They  took  an  active  part  in  the  wrongs  mentioned, 
and  so  are  individually  answerable  for  the  injury 
done.  All  that  was  done  was  the  1  esult  of  organized, 
combined  action  on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the 
union,  under  the  leadership  and  encouragement  of 
these  individual  defendants.  Defendant  Mulcahy 
was  the  chief  presiding  officer  of  the  whole  organized 
body,  and  came  to  this  country  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding,  encouraging,  and  directing  the  operations  of 
the  striking  workmen  and  their  associates.  He  is 
chiefly  answerable  for  the  concerted  acts  of  the 
strikers  during  the  time  he  was  with  them.  It  is  no 
answer  to  plaintiffs'  complaint  to  say  that  he  was  a 
stranger  here,  and  unacquainted  with  the  laws  of  the 
land.  Before  undertaking  or  encouraging  any  act 
aimed  at  the  injury  of  another,  and  especially  any  act 
likely  to  cause  a  breach  of  the  peace,  he  ought  first  to 
have  ascertained  whether  it  was  lawful  or  unlawful. 
This  defendant  was  a  party  to  the  unlawful  and 
wrongful  acts  committed  by  his  co-defendants,  and  is 
answerable  with  them  for  the  consequences. 

A   PINE  IMPOSED. 

The  judgment  concludes  by  slating,  that  the 
plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  a  perpetual  injunction  re- 
straining defendants  from  unlawfully  besetting  or 
watching  plaintiffs'  factory,  and  from  all  wrongful 
obstruction  of  or  interference  with  plaintiffs  in  their 
trade  and  business,  and  to  damages,  against  all  the 
defendants,  assessed  at  $100,  with  costs. 

(The  H.  Krug  Furniture  Co,  of  Berlin  vs.  The 
Berlin  Union  No.  112,  Amalgamated  Woodworkers, 
International  Union  of  America.  Judgment  given 
by  Mr.  Justice  Meredith,  April  2,  1903.) 

Since  the  decision  in  the  above  case,  what 
appears  to  have  been  a  similar  case  has  been 
decided  in  Vermont.  There  the  striking- 
employees  (members  of  Protection  Lodge 
No.  215,  of  the  International  Union  of 
Machinists)  of  the  F.  R.  Hatch  Manufactur- 
ing Co.  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  resorted  to  boycot- 
ting and  picketing  to  prevent  the  company 
from  getting  employees  or  from  selling  its 
goods.  The  company  sued  the  union  and  its 
members  for  $10,000  damages.  The  case 
was  tried  with  a  jury,  which  awarded  dam- 
ages to  the  extent  of  $2,500.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  both  these  judgments  seem 
to  be  in  accord  with  the  English  case  of 
Quinn  vs.  Leathern,  which  was  reported  in 


The  Labour  Gazette  soon  after  its  decision 
in  1901. 

Service  of  a  Writ  of  Summons  on  a  Labour 

Union. 

* 

The  question  whether  or  not  service  of 
legal  process  upon  an  officer  of  a  labour 
union  will,  in  this  country,  be  good  service 
upon  the  union  itself,  has  recently  been 
decided  in  favour  of  the  labour  organiza- 
tions 

In  the  case  of  the  Metallic  Roofing  Co.  of 
Canada  vs.  Local  Union  No.  30,  Amalgama- 
ted Sheet  Metal  Workers'  International 
Union  and  others,  a  Divisional  Court  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  for  Ontario  recently 
held  (reversing  the  decisions  of  two  lower 
courts  in  the  same  case)  that  such  service 
was  not  effective. 

In  this  case  the  union  had  been  added  as 
defendant  after  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  and  it  was  attempted  to  serve  it  by 
leaving  the  writ  with  one  of  its  officials. 

The  judgment  pointed  out  that  in  the 
ordinary  course  only  an  individual  or  indi- 
viduals, a  corporation,  or  a  partnership  could 
sue  or  be  sued,  and  that  the  union  did  not 
come  under  any  of  these  heads.  It  added, 
however,  that,  in  the  words  of  one  of  the 
judgments  in  the  famous  Taff  Vale  Railway 
Co.  case,  the  legislature  has  the  power  'to 
eive  an  association  of  individuals  which  is 
neither  a  corporation  nor  a  partnership  nor 
an  individual,  a  capacity  for  owning  property 
and  acting  as  agents,  and  such  capacity,  in 
the  absence  of  express  enactment  to  the 
contrary,  involves  the  necessary  correlative 
of  liability  to  the  extent  of  such  property 
for  the  acts  and  defaults  of  such  agents.' 

It  was  held,  however,  that  in  Canada  a 
union  did  not  possess  such  capacity,  thus 
marking  the  distinction  between  the  posi- 
tions occupied  by  such  organizations  in  Eng- 
land and  in  this  country. 

(The  Metallic  Roofing  Co.  of  Canada  va. 
Local  Union  No.  30,  Amalgamated  Sheet 
Metal    Workers'  International   Association 
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and  others. — Judgment  of  a  Divisional 
Court  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  for 
Ontario,  March  3,  1903.) 

In  a  similar  case  decided  since  the  above 
judgment  was  given,  it  was  held  that  service 
of  a  writ  of  summons  upon  an  executive 
officer  of  a  union  was  not  a  good  service ; 
but  that  service  on  all  the  individual  defend- 
ants would  be  good  service  on  the  members 
of  the  association. 

(Small  vs.  American  Federation  of  Musi- 
cians.— Judgment  of  a  Divisional  Court  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  for  Ontario, 
April  8,  1903.) 

Injunction  restraining  Intimidation. 

In  the  Metallic  Roofing  Co.  case  above 
referred  to,  an  injunction  was  granted  in 
October,  1902,  restraining  Local  Union  No. 
30,  etc.,  its  officers,  servants  and  agents 
from  using  any  threats  or  making  any  com- 
munications in  writing  or  otherwise  to  the 
company's  customers  or  any  of  them  with 
intent  to  cause  them  to  stop  dealing  with 
the  company.  This  injunction  was  to  last 
until  the  action  between  the  company  and 
the  union  was  tried. 

The  union  appealed  upon  the  grounds  that 
there  was  no  evidence  that  either  its  officers 
or  members  had  made  any  threats ;  and 
that,  in  any  event,  whatever  they  had  done 
they  were  legally  entitled  to  do. 

From  this  statement  of  the  facts  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  case  was,  in  one  respect, 
like  the  Krug  Co.  case. 

The  court,  which  decided  against  the 
union,  and  continued  the  injunction  to  the 
trial,  gave  the  following  judgment  : — 

'  The  motion  and  argument  before  us  on 
the  part  of  the  defendants  were  based  upon 


the  contention  that  no  case  had  been  made 
out  before  the  learned  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  upon  which  he  should  have 
granted  an  injunction  to  the  trial  to  restrain 
the  defendants  from  the  acts  complained  of. 

The  plaintiffs  are  a  company  manufactur- 
ing metallic  roofing  and  other  metal  goods, 
and  the  defendants  are  a  trades  union  and 
individual  members  of  it. 

'  The  plaintiffs  failed  to  agree  with  the 
union  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  their  em- 
ployees should  work  for  them  and  they  fell 
under  the  displeasure  of  the  union.  The 
union  thereupon,  with  the  object  of  forcing 
the  plaintiffs  to  come  to  their  terms,  pro- 
ceeded to  notify  the  plaintiffs'  customers 
that  the  men  employed  by  the  customers 
would  refuse,  after  a  certain  date,  to  handle 
any  of  the  goods  manufactured  by  the  plain- 
tiffs, because  the  plaintiffs  were  an  unfair 
firm  to  organized  labour.  There  was  suffi- 
cient evidence  of  concerted  action  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants  to  make  out  a  prima 
facie  case  of  combination  on  their  part,  and 
the  object  of  the  notices  sent  out  to  the 
plaintiffs'  customers  may,  without  any  stretch 
of  imagination,  be  assumed  for  the  purpose 
of  the  motion  to  have  been  to  injure  the 
plaintiffs'  trade  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
would  be  forced  to  accede  to  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  the  defendants  unless  they  pre- 
ferred to  stand  out  and  be  ruined. 

'  All  these  matters  may  bear  a  different 
aspect  when  the  trial  comes  on,  but  in  the 
meantime  I  think  it  would  not  be  advisable 
to  discuss  them  further  in  detail  lest  in 
doing  so  we  should  prejudice  the  trial.  It 
is  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  present 
motion  that  we  find  in  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  Chief  Justice  acted,  facts  and 
circumstances  making  out  a  case  upon  which 
it  was  proper  for  him  to  grant  an  interlocu- 
tory injunction  to  the  trial  as  he  has  done. 
The  case  appears  upon  the  material  before 
us  to  be  brought  within  the  authority  of 
Quinn  v.  Leathern  (1901)  A.C.  495  and  we 
think  the  motion  should  be  dismissed  with 
costs.' 
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The    LABOUR    GAZETTE    wishes    to  until  its  settlement  on  May  11th,  is  publish- 

draw  the  attention  Of  its  readers  to  the  ed  herewith  and  the  more  important  phases 

fact  that,  while  every  care  will  be  taken  of  the  dispute  briefly  outlined,  together  with 

to    have    information    as    complete    and  the  full  text  of  the  agreement  finally  ar- 

impartial  as  possible,  it  does  not  in  its  rived  at. 

accounts  of  proceedings,  abstracts  of  re-  The  occurrance  of  disastrous  fires  at  St. 

ports,  legal  decisions,  quotations  or  other  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  and  at  Ottawa,  Ont.,  and 

records  of  matters  of  concern  to  labour,  of  a  rock  slide  at  Frank?  N.W.T.,  which  last 

necessarily  endorse  any  of  the  views  or  resil]ted  in  the  abandonment  of  the  town, 

opinions  which  may  be  expressed  therein,  was  thought  of  sufficient  importance  to 

warrant  a  special  notice  in  the  Gazette,  and 

a  brief  statement  outlining  the  industrial 

Department  of  Labour,  Canada,  effectg  of  thege  calamities  appears  in  the 

June  15,  1903.  present  issue. 

THE  Labour  Gazette  for  June,  in  addi-  The  continuance  during  May  of  the  im- 
tion  to  the  usual  reports  and  sum-  migration  movement  on  a  scale  never  be- 
ditions  during  the  month,  contains  as  its  fore  reached  in  the  history  of  Canada  was 
leading  article  a  report  of  the  sittings  of  also  made  the  subject  of  separate  treatment, 
the  Royal  Commission  appointed  in  April  The  series  of  articles  begun  in  the  April 
last  to  investigate  industrial  disputes  and  issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette  dealing  with 
labour  conditions  generally  in  British  Co-  the  cost  of  living  in  Canada  is  continued 
lumbia.  The  work  or  inquiry  in  this  con-  in  the  present  issue,  with  tables  attached 
nection  was  actively  pursued  throughout  showing  the  retail  prices  of  groceries  at 
the  entire  month,  sittings  being  held  at  Vic-  various  points  throughout  Canada.  The 
toria,  Ladysmith,  Vancouver  and  other  tables,  as  in  the  article  relating  to  provi- 
points,  and  the  general  scope  of  the  evidence  sions  printed  in  last  month's  Gazette,  re- 
taken is  indicated  in  the  review.  The  com-  present  information  supplied  to  the  depart- 
mission  will  continue  its  inquiry  into  June,  ment  wholly  from  outside  sources.  An- 
the  appropriation  and  extension  of  time  other  series  of  articles  represented  in 
placed  at  its  disposal  having  been  enlarged  the  present  Gazette  is  that  on  the  sub- 
by  Order-in-Council  during  the  month.  ject  of  the  growth  and  present  status 
The  strike  of  longshoremen  at  Montreal,  of  labour  organization  in  Canada.  This 
which  began  in  March  and  continued  into  is  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  the  present 
the  month  just  past,  was  one  of  very  far  issue  with  a  review  of  the  situation  as  re- 
reaching  consequences,  and  a  full  statement  lating  to  British  Columbia, 
of  the  progress  of  the  strike  from  the  open-  Other  topics  of  the  month  to  which 
ing  of  the  month,  up  to  which  date  a  review  separate  reference  is  made  in  the  Gazette 
will  be  found  in  the  Gazette  of  last  month,  are  as  follows  :     The  appointment  of  the 
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Commission  on  Transportation  and  the 
general  scope  of  the  inquiry  to  be  instituted 
by  that  body  ;  the  annual  report  of  the 
Ontario  Labour  Bureau  ;  legislation  af- 
fecting labour  passed  at  the  recent 
session  of  the  Quebee  Legislature  ;  and 
the  agreement  arrived  at  between  the 
Toronto    Railway    Company    and    its  em- 


ployees. There  are,  in  addition,  the 
usual  review  of  the  trade  disputes  of  the 
month,  which  is  somewhat  lengthy  in  the 
present  issue  ;  the  article  on  recent  legal 
decisions  ;  the  reviews  of  reports  of  de- 
partments and  bureaus,  together  with  the 
record  for  the  month  of  new  unions  formed, 
government  contracts  signed,  &c. 


INDUSTRIAL  AND  LABOUR   CONDITIONS  DURING   THE   MONTH   OF 

MAY. 

I— GENERAL  SUMMARY. 


AS  will  be  seen  from  the  reports  of  the 
local  correspondents  of  the  Gazette, 
active  conditions,  with  a  few  local  excep- 
tions owing  chiefly  to  disturbed  conditions 
in  the  labour  market,   have  been  general 
throughout  Canada  during  the  past  month 
and  the  various  trades  and  industries  for 
the  most  part  well  employed.     The  metal 
and  building  trades   have,  •  as   in   the   two 
previous  months,  been  those  chiefly  chara- 
terized  by  activity,  though  all  departments, 
with  the  exception  of  those  suffering  from 
seasonal  or  local  and  temporary  causes,  re- 
port satisfactory  conditions.    The  immigra- 
tion movement  has  continued  unprecedent- 
edly  heavy,  but  the  arrivals  have  apparently 
been  absorbed  without  difficulty.   Wages,  as 
will  be  seen  in  the  subjoined  paragraphe, 
maintained    their    upward    tendency,    and 
numerous     instances     of     increases     were 
reported   to   the   department   during   Mayj 
The    arrangement    of    schedules    in    con- 
nection   with    this    movement,    as    will    be 
seen   in  the  article  on  the  trade   disputes 
of  the  month  in  the  present  issue,  was  very 
largely  the  cause  of  the  large  number  of 
strikes  which  occurred  during  the  month, 
no  less  than  46  having  been  reported  to  the 
department  as  in  existence,  as  against  36 
in  April,  and  36  in  May  of  1902.     As  an 
especially  disturbing  element  in  this  con- 
nection, mention  may  be  made  of  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  strike  of  the  longshoremen 
at  Montreal  over  the  first  ten  days  of  the 
month,  which  was  not  only  attended  with 


considerable  loss  to  the  parties  immediately 
concerned  but  affected  industry  and  com- 
merce over  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Dominion. 

Increases  in  Wages  Granted  During  May. 

The  following  instances  of  increases 
in  wages  granted  during  May  were  reported 
to  the  department  : 

Halifax,  N.S. — Painters,  from  $10.00  to 
$11.00  per  week  ;  station  masters,  bag- 
gagemasters,  machinists,  blacksmiths,  car 
inspectors,  cleaners,  labourers  and  host- 
lers, in  the  employ  of  the  I.C.R. 
Charlottetown,  P.E.I. — Barbers  and  laun- 
drymen.  St.  John,  N.B. —  Labourers.; 
Quebec,  Que.  —  Corporation  labourers, 
corporation  carters,  coal  carters,  female 
match  factory  employees,  axemen,  tan- 
ners, curriers,  steamboat  captains,  steam- 
boat firemen,  and  longshoremen.  Sher- 
broolce — Stone  cutters.  St.  Hyacinth e — 
Employees  in  woollen  mills.  Mont- 
real— Moulders  and  core  makers.  Belle- 
ville, Ont. — Labourers.  Toronto — Carpen- 
ters, cabinet  makers,  piano  workers, 
brewery  workers,  glass  workers,  freight 
handlers,  teamsters  and  baggagemen  in  the 
employ  of  Grand  Trunk  Eailway,  street 
railway  employees.  Toronto  Junction — 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  employees.  Brant- 
ford — Cigarmakers,  and  iron  moulders,; 
Guelph — Woodworkers,  piano  and  organ 
workers  and  cigarmakers.  Stratford — 
Employees  in  Grand  Trunk  Eailway  shops. 
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London — Bakers,      delivery     men,      cigar-  merit  of  the  sardine  commission  to  inves- 

makers,  employees   Grand  Trunk  Railway  togate  the  herring  fishery  of  the  Bay  of 

shops*     Chatham — Carpenters,     plasterers,  Fundy  and  the  possibility  of  establishing 

painters,  bricklayers,  carriage  makers,  ma-  the  sardine  industry  in  New  Brunswick, 
chinists  and  labourers.     Hamilton — Tailor 

operatives,  moulders,  boot  and  shoe  workers,  In    minm^    the    activit^    of    the    Nova 

platers     and     silversmiths.        Winnipeg-  Scotia  coal  mines  was  a  leading  feature  of 

Plumbers,    painters,    plasterers  and    cigar-  the  month>  and  the  returns  of  the  Crow's 

makers.     Brandon— Marble  cutters.      New  Nest  Pass  Coal  Company  m  British  Colum- 

Westminster-Czrventers,    plumbers      and  bia     were     abo    satisfactory.       The     con- 

barbers.-Fancoiwer,  JB.C.-Sugar   refiners  tinuance  of  the  labour   troubles   on   Van- 

and  printers.     F^ona-Blacksmiths.  CGUVer  Island'  however,  caused  some  anx- 

iety    as    to    the    coal    supply     in     British 

General  Industrial  Conditions.  Columbia.    The  influx  into  Nova  Scotia  of 

coal   miners   from    Scotland   and  Belgium 

In  the  agricultural  industry  the  drought  was  continued. 
of  the  past  few  weeks    in    certain    limited 

parts  of  the  country  has  been  a  disturbing  Manufacturing  in  Ontario  and  Quebec 
feature  in  the  situation,  and  at  the  end  of  continued  very  active  and  the  list  of  new 
the  month  was  causing  some  uneasiness  companies  incorporated  was  high.  The 
if  not  serious  damage  in  eastern  Canada,  formation  of  a  Canadian  Westinghouse 
where  fall  and  spring  grains  and  forage  Company  was  announced,  the  capital 
crops  were  somewhat  retarded  in  growth,  of  the  new  establishment  to  be  $2,- 
The  May  crop  bulletin  for  Ontario,  however,  500,000.  In  order  to  utilize  the  company's 
stated  that  the  crops  generally  promised  plant  at  Hamilton  the  Westinghouse  Air 
well  and  that  the  outlook  for  live  stock  was  Brake  Company  will  be  included.  The  ar- 
reassuring.  Orchards,  according  to  the  rangement  provides  for  a  cash  working 
bulletin,  had  suffered  somewhat  from  fund  of  $1,250,000.  Negotiations  were  also 
field  mice  but  gave  promise  of  excellent  reported  as  having  been  provisionally  con- 
yields.  The  scarcity  of  farm  labour  still  cluded  between  the  Dominion  Iron  and 
continued  a  serious  problem.     In  the  west  Sleel    Company    and    the    government     of 

better  weather  conditions  were  reported.  Nova  Scotia>  the  Clt^r  of  Sydney  and  the 

Dominion    government    for  the    construe- 

The  lack  of  rain  was  also  the  cause  of  ti(m  of  &  shipbnilding  plant  at  Sydney,  the 
loss  and  inconvenience  in  the  lumbering  company  to  receive  $250,000  from  the  city 
industry,  a  number  of  mills  having  been  of  Sydn'ey,  $100,000  from  the  province  of 
unable  to  start  operations  owing  to  the  Noya  gcotia  and  $1>000,000  from  the  Dom- 
scarcity  of  logs.  Much  valuable  timber  inion  government  towards  the  construction 
has  been  left  in  the  woods  in  Ontario,  Que-  of  a  dry  dock#  The  output  of  pig  iron  by 
bee  and  New  Brunswick,  owing  to  the  low  thig  company  fop  the  eight  months  ending 
state  of  the  water  in  the  streams  and  January  1?  according  to  the  yearly  state- 
forest  fires  have  also,  m  some  localities,  ^%  wag  148j3g9  tong>  Qr  an  ayarage  of 
wrought  some  damage.  In  British  Colum-  ^^  per  month<  The  output  of  gteel 
bia,  however,  large  and  successful  drives  fciUets  was  gl>513  tonSj  or  an  average  0f 
were  reported.  10?189  tong  per  month<     Sales  of  coal  for 

In  the  -fishing  industry  the  features  of  the  the  ten  months  ending  January  1  amount- 
month  were  the  negotiations  carried  on  in  ed  to  2,836,321  tons,  or  an  average  of 
British  Columbia  between  representatives  of  283,632  tons  per  month,  as  compared  with 
the  fishermen  and  the  cannery  owners  with  2,276,270  tons  for  the  corresponding  ten 
regard  to  the  price  to  be  paid  for  fish  dur-  months  of  last  year,  or  an  average  of  227,- 
ing  the   coming  season,   and   the   appoint-  627  tons. 
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Transport. 

The  transportation  companies  reported 
very  active  conditions  during  May  and  in 
many  points  a  severe  congestion  of  freight 
was  complained  of.  Montreal  and  Toronto 
are  the  points  which  chiefly  suffered  from 
this  condition,  though  at  many  places  in 
western  Canada  freight  congestion  and  de- 
layed deliveries  caused  inconvenience.  The 
matter  was  the  subject  of  a  discussion  in  the 
House  of  Commons  on  the  5th  of  May. 

An  arrangement  was  effected  during  May 
between  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
and  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway  for  a  ser- 
vice of  refrigerator  cars  between  different 
points  for  the  transportation  of  butter  to 
Montreal  for  export  to  Great  Britain. 

The  discussion  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific 
Railway  bill  before  the  Committee  of  Rail- 
ways of  the  House  of  Commons  attracted 
much  attention.  It  was  announced  during 
the  month,  in  regard  to  the  problem  of 
railway  construction  in  the  west,  that  the 
government,  having  carefully  considered 
the  situation,  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  ought  to  be  a  distance  of  about 
forty  miles  between  parallel  lines. 

The  annual  statement  regarding  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Intercolonial  Railway  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Commons  by  thq 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Railways  and  Canals 
on  May  28.  A  surplus  of  earnings  over 
working  expenses  amounting  to  $96,000 
was  shown  for  the  nine  months  of  the  cur- 
rent year  ending  March  31.  The  ousiness 
had  increased  according  to  the  state- 
ment and  the  gross  earnings  indicated 
a  substantial  increase  over  the  cor- 
responding period  of  the  previous  year.  In 
the  past  six  years  it  was  stated  that  pas- 
senger earnings  had  nearly  doubled  and 
freight  earnings  had  more  than  doubled. 

It  was  announced  that  the  work  of  grad- 
ing on  the  Temiscamingue  and  Northern 
Railway  was  proceeding  rapidly  and  satis- 
factorily. 

Conditions  in  Western  Canada. 

In  Manitoba  and  throughout  western 
Canada  a  season  of  unprecedented  activity 


has  set  in.  Seeding  was  generally  com- 
pleted about  the  middle  of  the  month  and 
a  substantial  increase  in  acreage  is 
reported.  Employment  in  all  lines  is 
very  active  and  in  spite  of  the  large  influx 
of  population  during  March,  April  and 
May,  wages  have  not  materially  declined  on 
account  of  the  numbers  thus  added  to  the  la^ 
bouring  population  *.  This  is  particularly 
true  of  skilled  labour,  the  unskilled  lines 
showing  in  a  few  localities  a  surplussage 
of  men.  A  marked  feature  of  the  month 
has  also  been  the  signs  of  growth  and  ex- 
pansion in  the  business  of  the  leading 
towns  scattered  throughout  western  Cana- 
da. Railway  construction  and  building  op- 
erations, in  addition  to  the  usual  activity 
of  employment  in  the  agricultural  indus- 
try, may  be  mentioned  as  departments 
specially  affected  by  the  present  activity, 
though  the  rapid  development  of  the  coun- 
try is  affecting  almost  every  branch  of  em- 
ployment. In  British  Columbia  the  acti- 
vity of  the  lumbering  trade  for  the  market 
thus  created  has  been  already  remarked 
upon. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  foreign  trade  of  the  Dominion  con- 
tinued to  maintain  an  increase  over  pre- 
vious years  during  April.  Including  im- 
ports for  consumption  and  domestic  ex- 
ports, and  excluding  coin  and  bullion,  the 
aggregate  foreign  trade  of  Canada  for  the 
ten  months  ending  30th  April,  amounted 
to  $357,092,054,  an  increase  of  $29,917,234 
as  compared  with  the  same  period  of  1901- 
02.  The  increase  in  imports  for  consump- 
tion was  $18,205,319,  and  in  exports  of 
domestic  products  $13,667,847.  Dutiable 
goods  showed  an  increase  of  $13,658,116, 
while  free  goods  gained  by  $3,547,203.  The 
chief  item  of  increase  in  exports  was  under 
the  head  of  animals  and  their  produce,  the 
amount  sent  out  in  this  connection  aggre- 
gating $58,655,144,  or  a  gain  of  $8,605,372 
as  compared  with  last  year. 

*  A  special  article  devoted  to  the  immigration 
and  colonization  movement  of  the  month,  with 
statistics  relating  to  homestead  entries  acd 
land  patents  granted  in  April,  appears  on  an- 
other page  of  the  Gazette. 
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The  following  is  a  brief  statement  of  the 
imports  and  exports  for  the  ten  months  in 
question  of  1902-03  : 

IMPORTS. 

1902.  1903". 

Dutiable $95,372,429     $109,030,545 

Free 62,406,900        66,954,103 

Total $157,779,329  $175,984,648 

Duty  collected 26,245,191      29,783,082 

EXPORTS  CANADIAN  PRODUCE. 

Minerals $27,775,527  $25,715,330 

Fish 12,076,766  9,343,697 

Forest   produce 24,515,865  28,372,173 

Animals    and    their  pro- 
duce   50,049,772  58,655,114 

Agriculture 29,163,033  33,351,960 

Manufactures 14,579,236  16,341,961 

Miscellaneous 29,872  77,653 

Total $158,190,071  $171,857,918 

During  the  months  of  April  the  imports 
amounted  to  $21,119,545,  as  against  $17,- 
104,523  last  year.  Exports  of  Canadian 
products  were  $9,437,155  as  against  $13,- 
643,198  last  year,  the  loss  being  chiefly  in 
wheat.  During  the  ten  months  exports  of 
wheat  have  increased  by  over  $3,000,000. 

A  British  trade  report  shows  that  im- 
portations of  Canadian  cattle  have  ad- 
vanced from  10,163  head  in  the  first  four 
months  of  1902  to  27,300  in  the  first  four 
months  of  this  year. 

Canadian   Revenue. 

The  statement  of  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture of  the  Dominion  for  the  ten  months 
ended  April  30,  shows  an  increase  in  the 
former  of  $5,761,113  for  last  year,  or  a  total 
of  $52,361,841,  and  an  increase  in  the  latter 
of  over  $1,000,000. 

The  details  for  the  ten  months  in  each 
year  are  as  follows  : — 

Revenue.  1902.  1903. 

Customs $26,229,813  $29,962,484 

Excise 9,285,806  9,913,279 

Post  Office 3,069,651  3,503,269 

Public  Works 5,463,222  5,935,800 

Miscellaneous 2,552,236  3,047,000 

Total $46,600,728     $52,361,841 

Expenditure 33,917,205      34,925,674 

Oapiital  account 9,300,528        6,371,881 

The  statement  for  the  month  of  April 
shows  an  increase  of  $500,000  in  revenue, 
and  an  increase  of  about  $250,000  in  the 
expenditure. 


Domestic  Trade. 

Cool  weather  in  the  opening  weeks  of  the 
month  caused  a  general  contraction  in  the 
volume  of  domestic  trade,  though  the  buy- 
ing of  retailers  on  fall  orders  was  active 
and  the  situation  was  on  the  whole  con- 
sidered promising.  As  the  month  advanced, 
the  advent,  of  warm  weather  was  felt  in 
nearly  all  branches  of  the  wholesale  trades, 
though  the  strike  of  longshoremen  in  Mon- 
treal interfered  somewhat  with  business 
arrangements  in  central  and  eastern  Cana- 
da. The  western  market  throughout  April 
was  particularly  active,  failures  were  com- 
paratively few  in  number  and  small  in  the 
amount  of  liabilities,  while  the  crop  out- 
look up  to  the  end  of  the  month,  in  spite 
of  drought,  was  held  to  justify  expectations 
for  a  prosperous  season.  Collections  were 
satisfactory. 

The  annual  statement  of  the  bank  of 
Montreal  for  the  year  ended  April  30,  1903, 
showed  a  profit,  after  deducting  charges  of 
management  and  making  full  provisions  for 
bad  and  doubtful  debts,  of  $1,813,483.66. 

Notes  of  the  Month. 

The  report  of  the  purchase  of  the  land 
grant  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway, 
consisting  of  3,000,000  acres,  the  considera- 
tion being  $12,000,000,  was  confirmed  dur- 
ing the  month.  The  Manitoba  and  Saskat- 
chewan Valley  Land  Company,  Limited, 
with  a  capital  of  $5,000,000  will  be  organiz- 
ed in  this  connection  with  offices  in  Canada, 
the  United  States  and  England. 

The  Canadian  High  Commissioner  in 
London  forwarded  to  the  Department  of 
Trade  and  Commerce  copies  of  the  resolu- 
tion which  the  Canadian  institutions  pro- 
pose presenting  to  the  congress  of  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  the  Empire  to  be  held  in 
Montreal  in  August  next.  The  Canadian 
Manufacturers'  Association  figures  promin- 
ently in  the  list. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  city 
council  of  Ottawa  to  investigate  the  coal 
situation  and  to  decide  whether  or  not 
the  council  should  take  action  against  the 
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alleged  combination  of  dealers  met  during  $19,500,  while  the  revenue  from  water  ser- 
the  month  and  found  that  the  Ottawa  Coal  vices,  private  users  and  electric  and  power 
Company,  Limited,  is  a  combine  having  the  users  amounts  to  about  $21,000,  or  a  cash 
effect  of  lessening  competition  in  the  coal  profit  of  $1,500,  while  the  town  has  its  street 
business.  The  committee  recommend,  how-  lighting  free,  fire  protection  free,  and  free 
ever,  that  action  against  the  company  lighting  of  all  the  municipal  buildings, 
should  be  deferred  pending  further  develop-  Tjie  lmperial  Peat  Company  of  Guelph, 
ments  in  the  Brantford  case,  purchasers  Qnt.,  has  been  granted  a  charter  for  the 
being  advised,  in  the  meantime,  to  patronize  manufacture  of  peat  fuel,  the  share  capital 
dealers  outside  of  the  organization  referred  being  $1,000,000.  In  connection  with  the 
to-  employment  of  peat  for  fuel  a  bulletin  has 
The  municipal  enterprises  of  the  town  been  issued  by  the  Ontario  Bureau  of  Mines 
of  Orillia,  Ont.,  have  been  recently  much  on  the  subject  of  its  manufacture  and  use. 
commented  upon,  the  town  having  operated  It  is  stated  that  compressed  peat  fuel  can 
its  own  water  works  since  1883  and  its  own  be  sold  at  the  place  of  production  in  On- 
electric  lighting  plant  since  1887.  More  tario  at  a  profit,  for  $3  a  ton. 
recently,  however,'  the  water  power  at  Bag-  There  has  been  already  considerable  dis- 
ged  Bapids,  on  the  Severn  river,  has  been  cussion  as  to  the  source  from  which  the 
utilized,  with  the  sanction  of  the  ratepayers,  labour  for  the  construction  of  the  different 
for  the  furnishing  of  increased  water  and  transcontinental  railways  projected  will  be 
light  supply  to  the  town  and  about  600  procured.  It  is  stated  that  at  least  50,000 
horse  power  made  available  for  sale,  of  men  will  be  required  for  the  construction 
which  150  have  been  disposed  of  at  about  of  the  Grand  Trunk  Pacific  and  the  extreme 
$16  per  horse  power.  As  the  matter  now  activity  of  the  transportation  branches  has 
rests,  the  expenditure  on  account  of  de-  already  made  the  question  of  obtaining 
bentures,  princiual  and  interest,  and  main-  men  for  operating  and  construction  work 
tenance   of   this   plant   amounts    to    about  a  difficult  problem. 

II.  REPORTS  OF  LOCAL  CORRESPONDENTS. 

HALIFAX,  N.S.,  AND  DISTBICT.  cents  per  hour,  and  the  printers  gave  notice 

, _     _,    TT7    0     ..,     ~                 7     ,  on  the  26th  instant  that  they  would  on  the 

Mr.  F.  W.  Smith,,  Correspondent,  reports  -^    .                  .       ,    .               .,               - 

27th  instant  raise  their  rate  of  wages  irom 

$10  to  $11  per  week.     The  latter  demand 

GINERAL  condition  of  the  labour  market,  ^as  been  acceded  to,  not  a  printer  in  the 

city  being  idle.    The  labour  market  at  pre- 

The  general  condition  of  the  labour  mar-  geut  ig  free  from  unregt    The  printers  liave 

ket  during  the  past  month  has  been  one  of  made  another  effort  to  bring  about  a  settle. 
great  activity,   and  surpasses   that   of  the  ment   with   the    Chronicle  Printing  Com-' 
previous  month  in  the  extent  of  its  opera-  panv>  of  the  difficultv  which  began  in  juiy 
tions.     Particular  activity  prevails  in  the  of  lagt  veai%  but  the  companv  has  declined 
building  trades,  while  the  printing  business  to  dig(nigg  the  matter  furthei, 
has  also  enjoyed  a  splendid  month.     Com- 
mercial activity  is  still  maintained,  and  the  condition  of  ioc\l  industries 
wholesale  and  retail  trades  report  a  brisk 

season.    As  an  evidence  of  the  active  con-  Agriculture.— The     conditions     in     this 

dition   of   the   general   labour  market,   the  brancn  of  industry  are  reported  as  normal, 

carpenters  have  given  notice  that  on  and  Wltn  prospects  good. 

after  June  1,  ensuing,  they  will  demand  25  Fishing. — The    spring    mackerel     season 

cents  per  hour,    the    present  rate  being  22  has  opened  encouragingly,  and  the  catch  is 
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expected  to  be  large.     Cod  and  lobsters  are 
also  reported  to  be  very  plentiful. 

Railroad  Construction. — Two  thousand 
men  are  wanted  to  work  on  the  Halifax  and 
South-western  Shore  Railway,  between  St. 
Margaret's  Bay  and  Mahone  ;  wages  $1.35 
per  day. 

Mining. — The  coal  mining  industry  of 
Nova  Scotia  was  never  as  active  as  at  pre- 
sent. The  open  market  in  the  United 
States  and  the  increasing  demand  in  Can- 
ada are  taxing  the  capacity  of  all  operating 
mines  in  the  province.  The  preparations 
made  for  this  season's  output  are  such  as 
to  make  a  considerable  increased  output 
certain  ;  this,  notwithstanding  the  tem- 
porary loss  of  output  at  Dominion  No.  1 
mine  of  the  Dominion  Coal  Company.  This 
mine,  reference  to  the  closing  of  which,  on 
account  of  fire,  has  already  been  referred  to, 
is  now  being  pumped  out  preparatory  to 
beginning  operations.  It  may,  however,  be 
several  months  before  actual  mining  can 
be  done.  On  the  western  side  of  Cape  Bre- 
ton, the  mines  at  Port  Hood  and  Broad 
Cove  are  rapidly  increasing  their  output, 
while  the  mine  at  Mabou  is  being  made 
ready  for  business  as  early  as  possible.  It 
is  understood  that  the  Pictou  and  Cumber- 
land Coal  Company  have  made  contracts 
for  considerable  amounts  for  delivery  in  the 
United  States.  Another  circumstance  that 
will  enable  the  various  coal  companies  to  in- 
crease their  output  this  year  is  the  large 
number  of  coal  miners  that  has  lately 
come  to  the  province,  principally  from 
Scotland  and  Belgium. 

The  new  iron  industry  at  Londonderry 
promises  to  be  of  great  advantage  to  that 
part  of  the  country.  Already  about  four 
hundred  men  are  employed,  and  additional 
men  of  the  right  kind  would  be  taken  on 
by  the  management  there. 

In  gold  mining,  the  matter  of  greatest 
interest  is  the  return  being  obtained  at  a 
depth  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  the 
Cariboo  district  at  the  Baltimore  and  Nova 
Scotia  Mining  Company's  propertj^.  The 
result  there  will  do  much  to  encourage  some 


company  taking  advantage  of  the  offer 
of  the  government  in  regard  to  deep  min- 
ing in  the  gold  fields  of  Nova  Scotia.  Good 
gold  miners  are  somewhat  scarce,  and  it  is 
often  difficult  to  secure  skilled  managers. 

CONDITION   OP   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — All  branches  of  the 
building  trades  are  exceptionally  busy,  and 
the  season  is  one  of  the  most  active,  if  not 
the  most  active  ever  enjoyed  in  this  city. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  busy.  Machin- 
ists and  engineers  report  work  fairly  good. 
Electrical  workers  are  actively  employed. 
Blacksmiths  report  work  normal.,  Boiler- 
makers are  well  employed.  Shipwrights 
and  caulkers  are  busy.  Horseshoers  report 
work  about  normal. 

Woo  die  orbing  and  furnishing  trades. — A 
fire  which  destroyed  Goden  &  Keith's  furni- 
ture factory  during  the  month  has  thrown 
several  employees  out  of  work  temporarily, 
but  the  trade  is  generally  active. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Not  a  prin- 
ter is  idle  in  Halifax,  and  the  rate  of  pay 
has  been  increased  from  $10  to  $11  per 
week.     Pressmen  are  also  busy. 

Transport. — All  branches  of  railroad  and 
steamboat  transportation  are  busy.  Ship 
labourers,  longshoremen,  teamsters  and  un- 
skilled labour  report  work  brisk. 

CHAELOTTETOWN,  P.E.I.,  AND  DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  F.  J.  Nash,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  been  in  a  healthy 
condition  during  the  past  month,  there  be- 
ing steady  work  in  all  branches.  The  de- 
mand for  skilled  labour,  especially  in  the 
building  trades,  has  been  exceptionally 
good.  In  the  city  extensive  additions  are 
being  built  to  the  Charlottetown  Hospital, 
a  number  of  dwellings  have  been  erected, 
and  a  considerable  amount  of  jobbing  and 
repairing  has  been  done.     In  the  country, 
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work  has  been  good  also.    The  laying  of  the  Little  was  done  in  the  dairy  industy  dur- 

pipe  for  an  extra  water  supply  for  Char-  ing  the  month.     Only  five  out  of  the  forty- 

lottetown,    commenced   the   latter    part    of  five  cheese  factories  having  started, 
the  month,  giving  employment  to  about  20 

men,  while  a  number  were  turned  away,,  condition  of  particular  trades. 
the  applicants  being  from  the  country,  show-  Building  trades.— Bricklayers  and  ma- 
ing  that  the  demand  for  unskilled  labour  sons  have  been  steadily  employed.  Car- 
was  somewhat  less  than  the  supply.  There  penters  and  joiners  were  in  demand.  Lath- 
was  more  activity  in  commercial  circles  ers  and  plasterers  were  busy.  Painters,  de- 
during  May  than  in  April,  and  the  unusu-  corators  and  paper  hangers  were  unusually 
ally  large  catches  of  lobsters  during  the  busy,  this  being  their  best  month.  Plumb- 
month  and  the  high  price  for  these,  as  well  ers  found  May  a  much  better  month  than 
as  farm  produce,  had  their  good  effect  on  April,  and  business  was  brisk.  Gas  and 
trade.  Both  wholesale  and  retail  trades  were  steamfitters  were  busy.  Stonecutters  had 
good,  and  banks  report  business  better  in  steady  employment.  Builders'  labourers 
May  than  in  April.    Barring  an  increase  in  were  fairly  well  employed. 

the  wages  of  the  barbers  and  laundrymen,  ,_      _             .         .               7       7  .        ., ,. 

,                   -in           i       t  -i     ^i  Metal,     engineering     ana     shipbuilding 

rates  have  remained  unchanged,  while  the  ,      ,         T                 , ,  °                       ,                , 

,   , .             .  , .       .    ,  trades. — iron  moulders,  iron  workers    and 

harmonious  relations  existing  between  em-  ,    .                ..          ...             .         .             .     , 

,               ,          ,          ,         ,               Tii  helpers,  and  machinists  and  engineers,  had 

ployer  and  employee  have  been  undisturbed.  .             .                    _                   .                  , 

steady  employment,     feteam  engineers  and 

condition  of  local  industries.  electrical  workers  were  busy.     Boilermak- 

By  the  end  of  the  month  nearly  all  the  ers  liad  stead^  work.     Sheet  metal  workers 

crops,  except  part  of  the  roots,  were  in,  the  were  bW-     Bicycle  workers  had  all  they 

farmers  having  been   favoured   with   good  C0lll°-  attend  to. 

weather.    Though  little  rain  fell  during  the  Woodworking    and   furnishing    trades. — 

month,  the  low  temperature  prevented  the  Woodworkers  and  upholsterers  were  busy, 

bad   effects    which   might    otherwise    come  Carriage  and  wagon  makers  were  busy,  es- 

from  a  drought,  and  in  the  low  lands  'there  pecially  at  job  work.       Car  builders  were 

was   considerable   moisture.     Produce   was  busy.    Coopers  had  steady  employment. 

in  good  demand,  and  shipments  were  large.  „  .   ,.            ,    77.    ,  ,      ,         ^  .                , 

&                                                                   .  Fruit  nig  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 

The  lobster  fishermen  had  an  exception-  i      i  i  •    i        r.  j     A     j             i             * 

'           iiii  bookbinders  had  steady  employment, 
ally  successful  month,  though  there  was  a 

falling  off  towards  the  end.    Herring  were  Clothing  trades,— Journeymen  tailors  and 

plentiful  in  the  west,  but  only  fair  in  the  garment  workers  had  a  good  month.      Boot 

east.     Cod  were  plentiful,   but   the   oyster  and  shoe  workers  were  busy, 

industry  was  prosecuted  only  indifferently.  Food   and    tobacco   preparation. — Bakers 

In  manufacturing  there  were  no  new  fea-  and  confectioners,  and  butchers  had  steady 

tures  except  that  of  the  closing  down  of  a  work. 

furniture  factory  put  about  thirty    hands  Leather    trades.— Tanners    and    curriers, 

temporarily  out  of  employment.    About  half  leather  workers  and  saddlers  were  busy. 

of  these'  found  work  from  the  city  and  at  • 

iL       x               r           -,             .    •      ,i  •     Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,    laundry 

other   forms    oi    employment    in    this   pro- 

rm             v            j                          i      r  workers    and    stenographers    had    a     a*ood 

vmce.     The  grading  and  masonry  work  oi  »™AJ^iS3    a                  &     i 

the  Belfast  and  Murray  Harbour  Railway  montll>  and  were  bus^' 

is  near  ing  completion,  and  ballasting  is  Transport. — Bailroad  conductors,  loco- 
making  good  progress.  A  wharf  is  being  motive  engineers,  locomotive  firemen,  rail- 
constructed  at  the  terminus,  and  work  is  road  telegraphers,  railroad  trainmen,  rail- 
progressing  favourably.  At  the  ilillsbo-  road  switchmen,  railroad  trackmen  and 
rough  bridge  the  operations  include  dredg-  freight  handlers  were  steadily  employed, 
ing,  blasting  and  caisson  construction.  Steamboat  men  and  steamboat  firemen,  ship 
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labourers  and  longshoremen  had  a  good 
month.  Teamsters  and  expressmen  were 
busy.  Unskilled  labour  was  fairly  well  em- 
ployed. 

ST.    JOHN,    N.B.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.    W.   H.    Coates,   Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

The  labour  market  continues  active,  and 
the  building  trades  are  well  employed,  in- 
dicating that  the  season  will  be  better  than 
St.  John  has  seen  for  a  number  of  years. 
Tenders  have  been  asked  for  for  several  new 
buildings,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
the  public  library,  a  new  building  for  the 
Canadian  Drug  Company,  and  a  building 
for  a  new  evening  paper  about  to  be 
started.  St.  John  lumbermen  fear  that 
40.000,000  feet  of  logs  will  be  hung  up  on 
account  of  the  lowness  of  the  water  in 
some  of  the  rivers.  The  Portland  Rolling 
Mills  have  begun  the  manufacture  of  a 
new  variety  of  rolled  steel,  suitable  for 
use  on  carriages  to  which  rubber  tires  are 
fitted.  Bank  clearings  for  the  five  weeks 
ending  May  23rd  were  $4,517,511,  being 
$874,050  in  excess  of  the  corresponding 
period  of  last  year,  and  $1,337,512  greater 
than  the  four  weeks  of  April  of  the  present 
year.  The  wholesale  and  retail  trades  are 
reported  to  be  doing  an  extra  amount  of 
business,  and  the  prospects  for  the  future 
look  bright.  On  May  1st  about  a  dozen 
men  employed  in  Cushing's  box  mill,  Fair- 
ville,  struck  for  an  increase  of  wages.  The 
men  had  been  receiving  from  $1.25  to  $2.00 
per  day,  and  demanded  an  increase  of  from 
10  to  15  cents  per  day.  This  was  refused 
and  hence  the  strike.  A  new  crew  was 
engaged,  and  the  mill  resumed  operations. 
On  May  23rd  twenty-five  labourers  em- 
ployed on  the  new  Intercolonial  Railway 
round-house  struck  for  $1.50  per -day.  This 
demand  was  refused,  and  the  contractors 
advertised  for  fifty  men  at  $1.40  per  day. 
On  May  25th  several  of  the  men  returned 
to  work  at  $1.40.  They  had  been  receiving 
$1.25  all  winter,  and  recently  had  been  ad- 
advanced  to  $1.35. 


CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  busy  putting  in  crops,  but 
say  that  rain  is  greatly  needed. 

Fishermen  are  having  a  busy  season. 
The  catch  of  salmon  is  fair  for  the  early 
season,  and  the  fish  retails  at  from  22  to 
30  cents  per  pound.  Shad  is  plentiful, 
retailing  at  15  to  30  cents  each.  Mackerel 
are  scarce,  and  sell  at  18  to  20  cents  each. 
Halibut  are  plentiful  and  are  worth  10  to 
12  cents  per  pound.  Haddock  and  cod,  4 
to  5  cents  per  pound.  Gaspereaux  are' be- 
coming scarce,  and  retail  at  10  to  12  cents 
per  dozen. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  masons 
are  busy.  Carpenters  and  joiners  are  all 
employed.  Lathers  and  plasterers  are  fair- 
ly well  employed.  Painters,  decorators  and 
paperhangers  are  exceptionally  busy. 
Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters  report  busi- 
ness normal.  Builders'  labourers  are  well 
employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  work  plenti- 
ful. Machinists  and  engineers  are  busy. 
Steam  engineers  are  well  employed.  Elec- 
trical workers  and  linemen  are  very  active. 
Boilermakers  report  plenty  of  work.  Metal 
workers  all  employed.  Horseshoers  report 
business  good. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  very  busy.  Shingle 
weavers  say  business  is  good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  are  very  busy.  Bookbinders 
say  work  is  plentiful. 

Clothing  trades. —  Journeymen  tailors 
are  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar- 
makers  report  business. fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Broom  and  brush  makers 
report  business  brisk.  The  Ba<rtenderS( 
League  reports  all  members  employed. 

Transport. — Railroad  trainmen,  railroad 
trackmen  and  freight  handlers  are  all  kept 
busv.     Steamboat  men  and  firemen  are  well 
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employed.  Ship  labourers  report  work  as 
fair.  The  Ship  Labourers'  Union  and  Ship 
Labourers'  Society  have  amalgamated,  and 
in  future  will  be  known  as  the  Longshore- 
men's Association.  This  was  accomplished 
through  a  committee  of  five  from  each  so- 
ciety and  five  members  of  the  Trades  and 
Labour  Council,  and  was  ratified  at  a  mass 
meeting  of  both  societies  on  May  26. 
Street  railway  employees  are  kept  busy. 
Teamsters  report  work  fair. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
pretty  well  employed. 

District  Notes. 

Moncton. — On  May  27th  fire  destroyed 
1,500,000  feet  of  spruce  and  pine  lumber 
on  Lake  Rex,  six  or  seven  miles  from 
here. 

St.  Stephen. — Joseph  McVey  has  closed 
a  contract  with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way for  the  construction  of  a  number  of 
cement  culverts  between  St.  John  and  Me- 
gantic  and  on  the  Woodstock  branch.  The 
cost  is  estimated  at  $30,000. 

QUEBEC,  QUE.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Messrs.  P.  J.  Jobin  and  E.  Little,  Corres- 
pondents, report  as  follows: — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  during"  the  month 
has  been  active,  ancl  a  tendency  towards 
higher  rates  of  wages  manifested.  Corpora- 
tion labourers  have  received  an  increase 
from  $1  to  $1.25  per  day,  and  corporation 
carters  from  $1.50  to  $2  per  day.  Coal  car- 
ters also  obtained  an  increase  of  50  cents  per 
day,  or  from  $2  to  $2.50,  about  70  men  be- 
ing affected  by  the  change.  Female  labour 
in  the  Edson  Fitch  match  factory  have  ob- 
tained an  increase  of  five  cents  per  day, 
or  from  25  cents  to  30  cents ;  65  girls  are  af- 
fected by  this  change.  Axemen  employed 
on  booms  received  a  general  increase  of 
30  cents  per  day,  narrow  axemen  from  $1.40 
to  $1.70,  and  broad  axemen  from  $1.60  to 
$1.90  per  day  ;  180  men  in  all  were  affected. 
Tanners  and  curriers  obtained  an  increase 


of  from  15  to  25  cents  per  day  in  the  28 
establishments  in  the  city.  Steamboat  cap- 
tains and  steamboat  firemen  also  obtained 
an  increase  of  about  $10  per  month,  and 
batteauxmen  and  longshoremen  were  grant- 
ed an  advance. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Seeding  is  about  finished  in  the  agricul- 
tural industry,  and  the  want  of  rain  is  be- 
ginning to  be  felt. 

A  number  of  lumber  mills  have  commenc- 
ed cutting  for  the  season,  though  several 
have  not  yet  started  up,  owing  to  the  lack 
of  water  necessary  to  float  their  logs  to  the 
mill. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — A  number  of  new  build- 
ings have  been  started  and  the  demand  for 
labour  in  the  building  trades  has  been  well 
sustained.  Wages  remain  steady.  Painters 
also  have  plenty  of  work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  iron-working  trades  the 
month  has  been  a  good  one,  though  no  over- 
time has  been  worked,  as  was  the  case  in 
April.  Electrical  workers  and  linemen  have 
had  a  good  month. 

IV 'oodworhing  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Coopers  report  a  fair  month's  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
and  pressmen  have  had  a  good  month,  and 
there  are  no  idle  men  in  these  trades  in  the 
city.     Bookbinders  report  work  plentiful. 

Clotliing  trades. — In  the  boot  and  shoe 
factories  the  month  has  been  a  slack  one  ; 
in  many  of  the  establishments  only  a  few 
have  worked  full  time. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Cigar* 
makers  report  work  plentiful,  and  there  has 
been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  employ- 
ees in  many  of  the  establishments. 

Leather  trades. — Conditions  are  active, 
and  as  yet  do  not  seem  to  be  affected  by  the 
slackness   in   the   shoe  factories. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  report  trade 
good. 
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Transport. — Additional  passenger  and 
freight  trains  have  been  run  during  the 
month,  and  there  has  been  exceptional  ac- 
tivity on  the  railways  in  connection  with 
the  running  of  immigrant  trains,  some 
3,000  or  4,000  immigrants  having  disem- 
barked here  each  week.  The  demand  for 
ship  labourers  has  been  active,  both  for 
loading  and  unloading  cargoes.  The  ar- 
rival of  about  6,000  tons  of  Welsh  anthra- 
cite coal  was  a  noticeable  feature  of  the 
season's  business.  Thus  far,  however,  there 
have  been  no  arrivals  of  American  canal 
boats  with  American  anthracite,  lake  steam- 
ers and  lake  barges  having  thus  far  re- 
placed them.  The  new  tariff  for  the  long- 
shoremen went  into  effect  on  May  1.  This 
is  a  distinct  organization  from  the  ship, 
labourers,  and  the  work  of  its  members  con- 
sists principally  in  handling  goods  upon  the 
wharfs  and  loading  and  unloading  the 
smaller  craft  and  coasting  vessels. 

THREE    RIVERS,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  John  Ryan,  Sr.,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  conti- 
nues satisfactory.  There  is  a  scarcity  of 
day  labourers  here  at  present,  and  any  who 
wish  to  work  can  get  employment.  A  con- 
siderable improvement  over  last  month  is 
noted,  more  men  being  employed  now  than 
then.  The  construction  of  the  new  sem- 
inary church,  wharf,  and  many  houses  is 
giving  work  to  a  large  number  of  hands, 
though  the  outlook  for  the  building  trades 
does  not  seem  as  good  as  it  was  last  year, 
the  reason  being  the  price  of  materials  and 
the  scarcity  of  hands.  The  joiners'  and 
carpenters'  trades  are  very  active,  the 
former  being  somewhat  hampered  by  a 
scarcity  of  hands  owing  to  the  construc- 
tion of  the  new  wharf.  It  is  expected  that 
[this  condition  will  last  two  or  three  months. 
Banks  report  business  as  good  as  last 
month.     There  have   been   no   disputes   of 

I  importance    between    employers    and    em- 
9 


ployees.  The  strike  in  Montreal  gave  much 
extra  employment  to  labourers  here,  as 
several  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
steamers  were  loaded  and  unloaded  satis- 
factorily until  the  close  of  strike.  Manu- 
facturing is  fairly  active,  the  local  estab-; 
lishments  running  full  time.  The  planing 
mills  and  sash  and  door  factories  are  excep- 
tionally busy   at  present. 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture  is  in  a  backword  condition. 
The  farmers  need  rain. 

Log  sawing  in  the  different  mills  will 
begin  in  June.  The  logs  from  the  drive 
are  beginning  to  arrive  in  the  booms,  and 
the  number  will  increase  daily  until  close 
of  drive,  about  the  end  of  June.  Owing  to 
the  cold  spring,  lakes  were  frozen  over 
until  near  the  middle  of  month,  which  has 
delayed  greatly  the  descent  of  logs. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  are  not  so 
busy,  masonry  work  not  being  sufficiently 
advanced.  Carpenters  and  joiners  are  in 
great  demand  at  good  wages.  Lathers  and 
plasterers  report  trade  fair.  Painters,  de- 
'ccrators  and  paperhangers  have  had  a  good 
month.  Builders'  labourers  have  had  some 
work. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  were  well  employed. 
Electrical  workers  have  been  constantly 
employed  all  spring.  Blacksmiths  report 
plenty  of  work.  With  bicycle  workers  work 
is  fair.  Sheet  metal  workers  have  been 
very  busy  for  the  past  two  months  and  have 
good  prospects  for  the  future.  Horseshoers 
are  fully  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  are 
very  busy,  and  bookbinders  are  well  em- 
ployed. 

Clothing  trades. —  Journeymen  tailors, 
garment  workers  and  glove  makers  report 
trade  very  good.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  are 
all  working  and  say  trade  is  very  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  constantly  employed. 
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Cigarmakers  and  tobacco  workers  report 
work  a  little  slack,  although  all  are  kept 
busy  filling  orders:  Canadian  tobacco  is 
mostly  used. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  constant  work  at  good  wages.  Sadd- 
lers, trunk  and  bag  makers  report  work 
fair. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  very  busy, 
and  work  full  time.  Clerks  and  stenogra- 
phers are  busy.  Hotel  and  restaurant  em- 
ployees are .  fully  employed  and  are  well 
paid.  Laundry  workers  are  fully  occupied 
at  present,  and  have  been  all  the  year 
round. 

Transport. — Ship  labourers  and  long- 
shoremen have  been  busy  since  the  opening 
of  navigation,  and  have  made  no  com- . 
plaints  on  the  score  of  wages,  &c.  Cab 
drivers,  hackmen,  carters  and  draymen  are 
all  doing  fairly  well. 

There  is  a  scarcity  here  of  unskilled  la- 
hour  at  the  present  moment. 

SHERBKOOKE,   QUE.,  AND   DIS- 
TRICT. 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET., 

Labour  of  all  kinds  has  been  in  good  de- 
mand, and  there  has  been  no  cessation  in 
the  actively  which  has  characterized  all 
branches  of  industry  in  this  section 
for  some  time  past.  The  machine 
shops  are  exceptionally  busy,  and  good 
mechanics  find  ready  employment.  The 
Canadian  Rand  Company  has  decided  to 
increase  its  shops  by  fifty  per  cent,  to  give 
room  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of 
an  American  concern,  the  product  of  which 
will  be  pneumatic  tools.  Some  six  or  eight 
years  ago  the  Canadian  Rand  Drill  Co.,  a 
branch  of  the  Amercian  Rand  Drill  Com- 
pany, started  in  Sherbrooke  with  about  a 
dozen  hands  ;  now  the  company  employs 
over  125  mechanics.  The  question  of  es- 
tablishing a  branch  of  the  Jencks  Machine 
Company,  in  Western  Ontario  is  now  be- 
fore the  directors.  Should  the  company  de- 
cide to  go  west  it  will  not  effect  the  works 


here,  which  now  employ  over  400  hands. 
Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report  busi- 
ness as  being  very  good.  About  the  middle 
of  the  month  the  stonecutters  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Messrs.  Simonneau  &  Dion,  con- 
tractors for  the  extension  at  Bishop's  Col- 
lege, Lennoxville,  made  a  demand  for  thirty 
cents  an  hour,  and  the  demand  was  granted 
without  any  trouble.  There  has  been  no 
unrest  amongst  employees  during  the 
month. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  are  complaining  of  the  continu- 
ed dry  weather  in  this  section,  and  they 
state  that  unless  rain  soon  falls  the  hay 
crop  will  be  a  failure.  All  work  is  well  ad- 
vanced. 

There  have  been  a  large  number  of  bush 
fires  in  the  surrounding  district  during  the 
past  ten  days,  and  reports  of  damage  done 
are  only  being  received  from  the  outlying 
districts.  In  many  cases  large  quantities 
of  lumber  have  been  destroyed,  including 
pulp  wood  and  cordwood. 

All  branches  of  manufacturing  are  busy. 
It  is  stated  that  between  200  and  300  people* 
moved  to  Magog  from  Lowell,  Mass.,  during 
the  first  part  of  the  month,  owing  to  la- 
bour troubles  at  the  latter  place.  Work  was 
given  all  those  capable  at  the  Dominion 
Cotton   Company's   works. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
have  had  a  good  month.  In  all  branches 
of  the  trade  men  are  fully  employed.  There 
•are  a  number  of  private  and  public  build- 
ings just  begun,  so  that  the  prospect  for  the 
season  is  bright. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal  and  engineering  trades 
report  work  exceptionally  good.  Moulders 
are  very  busy,  and  several  new  arrivals  in 
the  country  have  found  employment  here. 
Machinists  are  in  good  demand,  and  good 
men  will  find  ready  work.  Electrical  work- 
ers and  linemen  report  plenty  of  work. 
The   People's    Telephone    Company    is    in- 
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stalling  a  new  system  and  considerable  ex- 
tra work  is  occasioned  thereby. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  have  had  a  very  busy  month. 
One  firm  here  had  the  contract  for  the  fit- 
ting up  of  the  Granby  Post  Office,  and  also 
the  contract  for  the  furnishings  of  a  100 
room  hotel  at  North  Hatley.  This  caused 
onsiderable  overtime  to  be  worked.  Car- 
iage  and  wagon  makers  report  business) 
good. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trade  is  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  report 
business  exceptionally  good,  and  complain 
of  the  want  of  help. 

Unskilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  is  in 
rood  demand  and  fair  wages  are  offered. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Granby. — There  is  trouble  in  the  Granby 
Enamelware  Works,  which  culminated  this 
week  in  the  men  refusing  to  work  any  long- 
er until  their  wages  were  paid. 

ST.    HYACINTHE,    QUE.,    AND    DIS- 
TRICT. 

Mr.  Napoleon  Samson,  Correspondent „ 
reports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  has  been  very  active 
during  May.  Help  is  wanted,  especially  in 
certain  manufactures  which  have  many  or- 
ders to  fill.  The  busiest  factories  are  those 
of  sash  and  doors  and  the  tanneries,  and 
several  factories  have  been  destroyed  in  the 
great  conflagration  which  swept  away  a 
large  part  of  the  town  on  the  20th  May, 
more  particularly  the  manufacturing.* 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
nd  carpenters  are  very  busy.  Painters 
ave  also  plenty  to  do  ;  there  are  even 
everal  contractors  whose  hands  have  to  do 

*A  detailed  account  of  this  disaster  appears 
)n  another  page  of  the  present  issue  of  the 
razetie. 


extra  work.  Plumbers  are  also  very  busy, 
and  will  doubtless  continue  so  throughout 
the  summer  owing  to  the  late  fire. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Machinists  working  for  Bertrand 
&  Co.  are  actively  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  this  group 
the  employees  in  the  three  establishments 
have  abundance  of  work. 

Clothing  trades. — In  these  trades  in- 
creased business  is  reported. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
have  had  a  good  month,  and  the  month  of 
June  will  be  a  good  one  for  them  as  they 
have  plenty  of  orders  to  fill. 

Transport. — The  employees  engaged  in 
transportation  have   plenty   to   do. 

Unskilled  labour. — Labourers  are  in  good 
demand. 

HULL,    QUE.,    AND    DISTKICT. 

Mr.  Rudolph  Laferriere,  Correspondent, 
reports    as    follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  labour  market  was  dull  in  this  city 
compared  with  the  corresponding  month  of 
last  year.  Two  causes  are  accountable  fof 
this  condition,  namely,  the  lack  of  corpo- 
ration work  and  the  expectation  that  the 
cement  factory  will  soon  start  building1 
operations.  Only  common  labour  is  thus 
affected.  The  building  trades  are  nearly 
all  busy,  a  number  of  constructions  being 
earried  on.  This  has  had  a  good  effect  on 
the  retail  lumber  business,  which  employs 
a  number  of  men.  The  possibility  that  the 
Booth  mills  would  close  down  caused  con- 
cern in  some  quarters.  These  saw-mills 
employ  600  or  700  Hull  people,  while  a; 
good  many  others  work  for  the  W.  C.  Ed- 
wards Co.,  and  a  few  have  a  year  round 
job  at  Thackray  &  Davidson's  planing 
mills,  all  of  which  are  affected  by  the  re- 
cent by-law  in  Ottawa.  The  restriction 
placed  upon  lumber  piling  in  the  capital 
directly  affects  a  particular  class  of  Hull 
labourers,  that  is  to  say,  pilers,  teamsters, 
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cullers  and  shippers.  The  closing  of  that 
industry  would  thus  drag  after  it  several 
Hull  families.  This  is  probably  the  main 
reason  for  the  decline  in  the  labour  market. 
The  mica  industry  is  gradually  picking  up 
again  in  the  county  after  a  period  of 
inactivity.  About  150  men  work  in  the 
mines.  The  supply  is  much  ahead  of  the 
demand.  The  American  market  started  to 
buy  anew,  but  the  Canadian  market  con- 
sumes most  of  the  production.  A  pleasing 
change  in  the  Eddy  factories  is  the  half 
holiday  given  on  Saturdays  to  the  working 
hands.  The  company  pays  for  a  full  day 
as  before.  The  paper  industry  is  nour- 
ishing, and  in  this  branch  the  supply 
cannot  meet  the  demand.  A  slight  advance 
in  wages  was  given  during  the  month  to 
the  Hull  electric  linemen.  Instead  of  $1.65 
they  now  receive  $1.75,  the  highest  rate 
paid  to  linemen  in  the  neighbourhood. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  long  expected  cement  works  have 
not  been  established  yet.  Many  people  re- 
fuse work  elsewhere,  preferring  to  watch 
their  chance  at  the  extensive  construction, 
which  may  last  a  couple  of  years.  The 
works  themselves  will  not  employ  more 
than  one  hundred  men. 

The  construction  of  the  Gatineau  rail- 
way above  Gracefield  is  progressing  favour- 
ably. Italians  are  chiefly  employed  at  that 
kind  of  work. 

Mining. — Mica  miners  get  $30.00  per 
month  and  board,  or  an  average  of  $1.50 
per  day  of  10  hours. 

Manufacturing. — The  axe  makers,  about 
30  in  number,  are  paid  from  $1.75  to'  $2.50 
per  day  in  Hull.  Some  25  girls  working 
in  a  woollen  factory  average  $3.00  to  $6.00 
per  week,  working  10  hours  per  day. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Wages  in  the  build- 
ing trades  are  unchanged.  Very  few  hands 
in  this  line  are  out  of  work.  Joiners,  car- 
penters and  boat  builders  or  repairers  get 
from  $1.50  to  $1.75  per  10  hour  day. 
Masons    and    stonecutters    are    paid    from 


$2.50  to  $3.00  per  day.  Journeymen  plas- 
terers are  very  few,  every  one  jobbing  for 
himself. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
A  few  woodworkers  in  a  small  shop  in 
Hull  receive  $1.65  per  10  hour  day. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  are  paid  from 
$7.00  to  $9.00  per  week.  Grocery  clerks' 
and  dry  goods  clerks  get  from  $8.00  to 
$12.00  per  week,  with  two  nights  off. 

Transport. —The  Hull  electric  linemen 
get  $1.75  for  a  10  hour  day.  Lumber  team- 
sters and  yard  hands  at  the  retailers  get 
$8.00  per  week,  year  round. 

OTTAWA,  ONT.,  AND  DISTEICT. 

Mr.  T.  17.  Quayle,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

CENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

Labour  was  on  the  whole  well  employed 
during  the  month  of  May.  Nearly  every 
trade  was  busy,  and  some  were  unusually 
so.  While  there  was  no  lack  of  work  for 
unskilled  labour,  the  supply  in  some  lines 
was  not  much  more  than  equal  to  the  de- 
mand, a  condition  resulting  from  removals 
from  the  city  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
season.  Many  members  of  the  building 
trades,  especially,  were  taken  away  by  the 
higher  wages  offered  in  other  cities.  The 
bank  clearings,  and  a  brisk  wholesale  trade 
indicated  a  busy  time  in  the  mercantile 
circles,  and  buying  for  the  late  summer  and 
early  autumn  trade  was  heavy.  There 
were  no  changes  in  the  rates  of  wages  re- 
ported in  any  trade  during  the  month,  but 
very  high  wages  were  offered  to  competent 
men  in  every  trade. 

There  was  one  strike  inaugurated  during 
the  month,  the  plasterers  going  out  on  May 
1,  for  an  increase  of  five  cents  a  day  in 
wages,  and  an  eight  hour  day.  The  strike 
was  still  in  progress  at  the  end  of  the 
month.  The  strikers,  about  twenty-five 
in  number,  were  largely  replaced  with  non- 
union labour,  while  a  number  left  the  cil 
and  others  have  taken  small  jobs  at  con- 
tract.   The  Canada  Atlantic  Railway  track- 
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men's  strike,  which  has  been  in  progress 
for  two  months,  was  still  on  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  During  the  month  largely  at- 
tended meetings,  in  sympathy  with  the 
strikers,  were  held  at  Renfrew,  Pembroke 
and  Bearbrooke. 

.    CONDITION  OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Lumbering  interests  were  active,  all  the 
mills  being  busy.  There  were  rumours  of 
possible  removal  of  mills  from  Ottawa  on 
account  of  the  passage  of  a  civic  by-law 
prohibiting  the  piling  of  lumber  within  the 
city  limits.  The  by-law  was  passed  as  a 
direct  result  of  the  disastrous  fire  of  Sun- 
day, May  10,  which  destroyed  some  15  mil- 
lion feet  of  lumber  and  over  two  hundred 
nouses,  &c. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — With  the  exception  of 
the  striking  plasterers,  all  employed  in  the 
building  trades  have  had  steady  employ- 
ment. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  were  well  employed. 
Local  Union,  No.  280,  of  the  International 
Association,  elected  officers  on  Wednesday, 
May  27,  viz.  :  President,  V.  H.  Amiable  ; 
secretary,  E.  Bedard.  Machinists  were  all 
fully  employed. 

Woodworking  trades. — The  woodworking- 
trades  were  all  active  during  the  month, 
there  being  a  brisk  demand  for  good  me- 
chanics. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
were  all  employed,  but  there  was  consider- 
able unrest  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory 
prospects  of  reaching  an  agreement  with 
the  employers  in  reference  to  the  new 
scale,  notice  of  which  was  given  three 
months  ago.  The  executive  committee  of 
the  Typographical  Union  met  in  confer- 
ence with  the  employers  two  or  three  times 
during  the  month,  but  were  unable  to  reach 
an  agreement,  the  employers  stating  that 
they  were  paying  a  higher  scale  than  is  paid 
in  any  city  east  of  Winnipeg.  The  employ- 
ers' final  answer  to  the  union  was  a  general 
rejection  of  the  new  scale,  with  a  request 


for  its  withdrawal,  as  being  excessive.  The 
new  scale,  according  to  the  notice  sent  out 
by  the  union,  was  to  be  enforced  on  June  1. 

BELLEVILLE,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  W.  8.  Macdiarmid,  Correspondent, 
reiDorts   as    follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  month  of  May  has  not  shown  any 
important  changes  in  the  labour  market 
compared  with  the  month  preceding.  There 
is  plenty  of  employment  and  men  are 
scarce.  Merchants  report  a  busy  month 
with  all  classes  of  people.  Wages  are  good. 
Many  of  the  contractors  report  if  they 
want  to  employ  common  labour  they  have 
to  give  $1.50  per  day.  This  is  an  increase 
of  25  cents  over  last  year.  Banks  report 
a  good  month's  business,  with  an  increase 
over  the  month  of  April,  and  the  cheese 
industry  is  now  in  full  operation.  There 
have  been  no  strikes  or  lock-outs  during 
the  month. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  have  finished  their  seeding,  and 
are  actively  engaged  in  dairy  work.  They 
report  a  difficulty  to  get  men. 

The  month  has  been  a  good  one  for  the 
fishing  industry,  large  catches  having  been 
reported. 

L limbering    operations    are   just   now   in 

* 

full  operation,  a  great  many  men  being 
employed  in  bringing  the  drives  down  the 
river. 

Mining   in  North  Hastings   is  booming. 

A  number  of  new  manufacturing  indus- 
tries are  being  opened  up. 

The  Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  in- 
tends doing  considerable  work  here  this 
summer  in  the  way  of  construction  work, 
which  will  furnish  a  great  deal  of  employ- 
ment to  both  skilled  and  unskilled  labour. 

CON^- TON   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — In  the  building  trades 
a  great  deal  of  activity  prevails,  and  there 
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is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  season 
on  the  whole  will  be  much  better  than  that 
of  last  year. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — In  the  metal,  engineering  and 
shipbuilding  trades  the  month  has  been  a 
good  one.  Iron  moulders  and  their  helpers 
report  a  good  month.  Machinists  and  en- 
gineers make  a  similar  report.  Machinists 
are  more  than  usually  busy,  as  at  this  time 
they  have  a  rush  of  work  on  harvest  ma- 
chinery. Electrical  workers  report  a  splen- 
did month.  A  great  many  of  the  business 
concerns  are  putting  in  electric  motors 
and  taking  out  their  steam  plants.  Metal 
polishers  and  brass  workers  report  a  satis- 
factory month,  and  plenty  of  work  in 
sight.  Bicycle  workers  say  the  season  will 
be  better  than  last. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Local  concerns  report  a  good  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 
have  been  active  this  month,  and  prospects 
are  good. 

Clothing  trades. — The  clothing  trades 
have  had  a  very  good  month,  and  report 
plenty  of  orders  on  hand. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — In  these 
trades  the  month  has  been  a  good  one. 
Bakers,  butchers,  ice  cutters,  drivers  and 
cigarmakers  report  a  busy  month. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  clerks,  steno- 
graphers and  hotel  and  theatre  employees 
report  a  good  month. 

Transport. — Steamboat  men  and  their 
employees  report   business   improving. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

The  Belleville  Portland  Cement  Company 
intends,  the  first  week  of  June,  to  have  200 
men  employed  at  its  works  in  Thurlow 
township.  There  are  100  employed  at  pre- 
sent. 

KINGSTON,    ONT.,    AND    DISTKICT. 

Mr.    William   Kelly,    Correspondent,   re- 
ports as  follows  : — 


GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

Labour  generally  has  been  fairly  well 
employed  during  the  month.  A  few  branch- 
es of  the  building  trades,  notably  stone 
cutters  and  quarrymen,  have  been  some- 
what slack.  The  fact  that  the  members  of 
the  painters'  union,  some  forty  in  number, 
still  refuse  to  accept  anything  less  than  the 
original  demand  for  a  minimum  rate  of 
$2  for  an  eight  hour  day,  and  that  the  mas- 
ter painters  refuse  this,  has  also  had  a  de- 
terrent effect  on  building  operations.  Not- 
withstanding the  fact  that  the  journeymen 
are  all  at  work  contracting  on  their  own 
behalf,  and  have  much  work  ahead,  several 
buildings,  residences,  &c,  for  which  the 
master  painters  hold  the  contracts,  are  at 
a  standstill  for  want  of  workmen  to  finish 
them.  Several  ineffectual  attempts  to  set- 
tle the  difficulty  have  been  made.  During 
the  past  month  large  shipments  of  grain 
have  been  received  at  the  elevators  at  King- 
ston, and  the  arrival  of  three  or  four  large- 
lake  steamers  as  well  as  a  number  of  small- 
er vessels  has  been  almost  a  daily  occur- 
rence. As  much  as  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars'  worth,  or  about  a  quarter  of  a  mil- 
lion bushels,  have  been  handled  in  forty- 
eight  hours. 

A  reference  to  the  following  figures  will 
show  to  what  a  marked  degree  Kingston 
is  benefitting  by  the  abolition  of  the  canal 
tolls.  Up  to  May  11,  1902,  at  the  M.  T. 
Company's  elevator,  406,931  bushels  of 
grain  had  been  received  and  handled.  Up 
to  May  11,  1903,  1,356,728  bushels  of  grain 
had  been  received.  This  means  that  up  to 
the  present  time  the  increase,  as  compared 
with  last  year,  has  been  over  two  hundred 
and  thirty  per  cent.  As  a  result  of  the 
removal  of  the  tolls,  change  of  rates  on 
the  Canada  Atlantic  Bailway,  &c,  it  has 
been  predicted  that  the  elevators  in  Kings- 
ton may  soon  be  unable  to  accommodate 
half  the  grain  that  is  shipped  into  this- 
port.  The  Alvington  Hotel  Company,  capi- 
talized at  $150,000,  has  been  formed  and 
will  erect  a  hotel  in  the  form  of  a  sani- 
tarium on  a  site  which  has  been  purchased, 
here.     There  is  a  valuable  sulphur  spring" 
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on  the  property,  which  will  be  utilized  to' 
a  large  extent. 

Collections  at  the  Inland  Revenue  office 
for  the  past  month  were  :  Spirits,  $6,335.31 ; 
malt,  $708,000  ;  tobacco  and  cigars,  $2,- 
629.20  ;  bonded  factory  vinegar,  $205.29  ; 
other  receipts,  $36.00;  total,  $9,903.78.  The* 
sum  of  $16,299.21  was  collected  by  the  Cus- 
tom House  as  import  duties  for  the  month 
of  April.  In  one  day  the  sum  of  $6,167.42 
was  taken  in,  and  the  clerks  were  kept  busy 
with  merchants  settling  up  until  6  p.m. 
Wholesale  and  retail  merchants  report! 
splendid  business  during  the  month  of  May. 
Business  in  real  estate  was  very  active  dur- 
ing the  month.  Many  transfers  were  made 
and  the  properties  sold  brought  good  figures. 

The  annual  report  shows  that  over  $17,- 
000  was  spent  during  the  year  in  adminis- 
tering the  affairs  of  the  General  Hospital. 
A  nurses'  home  will  soon  be  erected  at  con- 
siderable cost,  and  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations are  already  out.  The  building  is  to 
cost  $10,000.  The  sum  of  $26,000  was  re- 
quired to  administer  the  affairs  of  the  Rock- 
wood  Hospital  here  during  the  past  year. 
Many  improvements  .are  being  made  to  this 
institution  by  day  labour,  and  further  im- 
provements are  contemplated  in  the  near 
future.  Extensive  improvements  are  now 
going  on  at  the  Kingston  Post  Office.  Dur- 
ing the  month  a  fire  occurred  at  the  Kings- 
ton Hosiery  Mill.  A  number  of  the  hands, 
who  were  temporarily  laid  off  as  a  result, 
have  returned  to  work.  The  Dominion  Gov- 
ernment during  the  month,  at  a  cost  of  $5,- 
000,  purchased  a  piece  of  land  adjoining  the 
Artillery  Park.  This  is  taken  as  evidence 
that  the  Batteries  'A'  and  'B'  will  re- 
main here  and  that  extensions  will  be  made 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  sections  of 
the  permanent  forces  stationed  at  Kingston. 
Some  eighty  of  the  members  of  these  bat- 
teries received  orders  to  be  ready  to  proceed 
to  Montreal  during  the  longshoremen's 
strike.  The  order  was  subsequently  rescind- 
ed. The  strike  had  a  very  deterrent  in- 
fluence on  the  sale  of  cheese,  which  is  a 
large  article  of  commerce  here.  The  re- 
cently-formed barbers'  union  has  named  a 


special  committee  to  insist  on  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Ontario  law  re  Sunday  Shav- 
ing, &c. 

On  the  1st  of  the  month  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Kingston  Board  of  Trade 
was  held.  The  president's  address  gave  a  re- 
sume of  the  work  of  the  year.  Mentiom 
was  made  of  the  application  to  the  legis- 
lative assembly  for  the  incorporation  of  a 
company  to  connect  Soughboro  lake  with 
Kingston  by  rail,  in  order  to  operate  the 
extensive  marl  deposits  in  that  district^ 
The  address  expressed  the  hope,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  locomotive  works,  that  the  indus- 
try would  prosper,  and  pleasure  in  the 
fact  that  it  had  been  retained  in  Kingston 
in  the  midst  of  so  many  labour  difficulties. 
The  substantial  business  being  done  at  the 
knitting  mill,  the  cotton  mill  and  the 
Kingston  foundry  were  also  commented- 
on.  The  present  labour  trouble  in  King- 
ston, and  the  endeavours  of  the  president 
of  the  board,  in  the  way  of  settling  such 
difficulties,  were  also  mentioned.  The 
board's  co-operation  with  the  city  council 
in  matters  of  general  interest  were  re- 
ferrred  to.  The  board  has  put  itself  on 
record  as  favouring  (1)  Canadian  contri- 
bution towards  imperial  defence;  (2)  the 
extension  of  the  system  of  state-owned 
cables ;  (3)  a  lower  rate  of  postage  on  peri- 
odicals between  Canada  and  Great  Britain, 
and  (4)  the  exemption  of  Canada  from 
taxes  on  certain  cereals'  exported  from 
Canada  to  Great  Britain.  Co-operation 
with  Toronto  on  these  matters,  and  the  re- 
cent establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  navy 
league  here,  were  also  noted.  As  a  matter 
of  great  importance  to  Kingston,  the  recent 
Marine  Convention  held  in  Ottawa  was 
mentioned,  the  results  of  which  have  been 
so  important  to  the  various  shipping  inter- 
ests at  this  port. 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  farmers  are  anxiously  looking  for 
rain.  The  ground  in  the  pastures  is  as  dry 
as  it  usually  is  in  August,  and  growth! 
is  very  backward.  Unless  rain  comes  soon 
there    will    be    short   crops.      Most    of   the! 
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farmers  are  fortunate  enough  to  have  their 
barns  filled  with  hay  from  last  year. 

Fishing  and  lumbering  are  only  fair, 
but  are  not  important  industries  here. 

Mining  is  still  very  active.  Recently 
more  mica  mines  were  purchased  and 
opened  in  the  vicinity  of  Bob's  Lake.  Large 
quantities  of  felspar  are  also  being  got  out 
and  prepared  for  shipment; 

Railroad  construction  and  kindred  work 
is  brisk. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Work  in  the  building 
trades  is  fair. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — During  the  month  a  special  com- 
mittee of  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
was  appointed  to  draft  a  petition  to  the1 
Ontario  legislature  and  the  Dominion  gov- 
ernment, protesting  against  any  move- 
ment looking  to  the  importation  of  more 
skilled  mechanics  into  the  province.  On 
the  other  hand  local  concerns  claim  that 
there  is  a  scarcity  of  skilled  mechanics  in 
these  lines. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  busy. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port a  good  business.  On  the  18th  of  June 
the  Times  Printing  Company  will  take 
over  and  conduct  the  Daily  Neics. 

Transport. — The  transport  business  has 
not  been  so  active  in  years.  Owners  report 
a  scarcity  of  sailors. 

UusJcilled  labour. — Unskilled  labour  of 
all  kinds  is  in  much  demand. 

TORONTO,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Philip  Thompson,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  demand  for  labour  in  nearly  all  de- 
partments continues  active,  but  conditions 
have  been  much  disturbed  by  the  prevalence 
of  strikes,  especially  in  the  building  trades 


and  iron-working  industries,  which  have 
naturally  a  widespread  effect  upon  general 
business.  A  large  number  of  British  im- 
migrants have  arrived  during  the  month, 
many  of  them  mechanics  and  urban  labour- 
ers who  have  readily  found  employment,  ex- 
cepting where  they  have  refused  to  take  the 
places  of  men  on  strike.  Satisfactory  crop 
conditions  and  the  growing  demands  of  the 
west  have  tended  to  stimulate  trade,  and 
nearly  all  manufacturing  establishments 
are  busy,  and  in  some  cases  have  more  or- 
ders than  they  can  undertake.  The  pros- 
pects are  bright  for  continued  activity 
throughout  the  season. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

The  building  trade  is  paralyzed  by  the 
continuance  of  extensive  strikes,  and  even 
if  a  speedy  settlement  is  reached,  and 
which  appears  by  no  means  probable,  the 
volume  of  operations  for  the  season  will  be 
much  smaller  than  was  anticipated  at  the 
outset,  as  several  large  contracts,  which  was 
then  under  way  or  in  contemplation,  have 
been  abandoned,  at  least  temporarily. 

Manufacturing  industries  of  all  classes 
are  prospering,  and  the  demand  for  staple 
goods  is  reported  as  being  larger  than  dur- 
ing any  previous  season,  leading  to  the  be- 
lief that  the  present  favourable  conditions 
are  likely  to  continue  for  some  time  longer. 
Many  factories  are  increasing  their  facili- 
ties, so  as  to  enlarge  their  output. 

The  Agricultural  situation  is  equally  sat- 
isfactory, recent  heavy  rains  having  averted 
the  immediate  danger  from  drought.  The 
crops  are  well  advanced,  and  in  excellent 
condition,  and  the  demand  for  labour  hard- 
ly  so  pressing  as  at  the  beginning  of  the 
season.  Many  British  immigrants  have 
obtained  situations  at  good  wages  among 
the  farmers  of  the  district. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Building  trades  are 
largely  idle  owing  to  the  strikes  which  be- 
gan May  1,  and  others  occurring  later  in 
the  month.     The  carpenters  who  struck  on 
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that  date  for  an  increase  of  pay  from  thirty 
to  thirty-five  cents  per  hour  are  still  out 
to  the  number  of  five  hundred  or  six  hun- 
dred. About  four  hundred  union  carpen- 
ters whose  employers  have  granted  the  in- 
crease are  working  on  permits  from  the 
unions.  The  builders'  labourers,  who  struck 
at  the  same  time  for  an  increase  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  cents  per  hour,  when 
about  six  hundred  and  forty  went  out,  re- 
main on  strike,  and  as  the  union  bricklay- 
ers refuse  to  work  with  non-union  labour- 
ers, about  six  hundred  men  belonging  to 
that  trade  are  also  out  of  work.  Men  in 
the  other  branches  are  largely  idle  in  con- 
sequence of  the  general  stoppage  of  con- 
struction. An  extension  of  the  strike  was 
considered  possible  at  the  end  of  the  month, 
owing  to  the  action  of  the  master 
painters'  association,  who,  on  the  28th  in- 
stant, decided  to  reduce  the  wages  of  paint- 
ers and  decorators,  which  were  increased 
to  thirty-five  cents  per  hour  on  May  1,  to  the 
former  figure  of  thirty  cents  per  hour  from 
June  1.  The  painters  have  been  fairly 
busy  during  the  month,  considering  the 
generally  disturbed  conditions.  The  plumb- 
ers report  trade  good,  and  employment  bet- 
ter than  during  April.  The  steamfitters 
find  work  a  little  slack. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — With  the  exception  of  some  dis- 
turbances in  connection  with  the  iron 
trades,  the  men  engaged  in  these  lines 
are  busy  and  prospects  are  excellent.  The 
union  iron  moulders  and  core-makers  to  the 
number  of  four  hundred,  went  on  strike 
on  the  4th  instant,  for  a  reduction  of  hours 
from  fifty-four  to  fifty  hours  per  week,  viz., 
nine  hours  per  day  for  five  days  and  five 
hours  on  Saturday.  After  being  out  for  a 
fortnight  they  returned  to  work  on  a  tem- 
porary arrangement,  leaving  the  difficulty 
to  be  settled  by  negotiation.  In  the  mean- 
time a  number  of  men  had  left  Toronto  and 
found  employment  elsewhere.  The  struc- 
tural iron  workers  went  on  strike  on  the 
|8th  instant  for  thirty- five  cents  an  hour, 
and  an  eight  hour  day.  The  strike  is  still 
on.    Of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  who 


went  out,  over  seventy  have  found  employ- 
ment in  American  cities,  and  others  ex- 
pect to  go  shortly.  Jewellers  and  silver- 
smiths are  very  busy  largely  owing  to  the 
demand  for  souvenirs  and  medals,  and  sev- 
eral establishments  are  working  overtime. 
The  purchase  of  a  controlling  interest  in 
the  American  Watch  Case  Company  by 
an  American  syndicate,  will  result  in  the 
employment  of  a  largely  increased  staff. 
About  twenty-five  metal  workers  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Luxfer  Prism  Company,  are 
out  on  strike,  in  sympathy  with  striking 
glass  workers. 

Woodworkers  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Considerable  activity  prevails  in  these  lines. 
The  coopers  have  been  granted  an  increase 
of  five  cents  an  hour  with  a  reduction  of 
five  hours  per  week,  piecework  men  receiv- 
ing an  increase  of  about  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  men  went  out  on  strike  on  the 
4th,  and  the  terms  were  speedily  conceded. 
The  cabinet  makers  have  effected  a  com- 
promise by  which  they  have  secured  27£ 
cents  per  hour  with  a  nine  hour  day.  A 
small  strike  of  carriage  workers  in  one  es- 
tablishment on  the  ground  of  refusal  to 
pay  the  union  scale,  is  still  on.  The  piano 
workers  are  well  employed.  Some  sixteen 
varnishers  and  polishers  employed  by  the 
Gerhard  Heintzman  Piano  Company  are 
on  strike  for  higher  wages. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades  are  particularly  busy,  and  have  had  a 
good  month,  with  no  disturbances. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
have  as  a  rule  had  plenty  of  work,  and  gar- 
ment workers  have  been  fairly  busy.  Gar- 
ment pressers  have  made  a  demand  for  an 
increase  in  wages  to  27-J  cents  an  hour  and 
nine  hours  per  day.  They  now  get  from 
twenty  to  twenty-five  cents  an  hour  and 
work  ten  hours  a  day.  Negotiations  are  in 
progress. 

Food     and     tobacco     preparation. — The 
bakers    some    time    since     formulated     de- 
mands  for   increased  pay   and   changes   in  ' 
hours,    asking    $15.00    per    week    for    fore- 
men, $13.00  for  oven  and  table  men,  and 
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$10.00  for  helpers,  and  work  to  start  Sun- 
day night  at  twelve  o'clock  instead  of  ten. 
The  first  demands  included  a  clause  for 
abolition  of  all  night  work,  which  was  sub- 
sequently abandoned.  The  employers  are 
willing  to  concede  increased  scale,  except 
in  the  case  of  helpers,  to  whom  they  will 
not  pay  more  than  $9.00,  but  insist  on  Sun- 
day work  commencing  at  ten  p.m.  It  is 
probable  the  matter  will  be  settled  amicably. 
The  brewery  workers  have  been  conceded 
an  increase  of  12£  per  cent  in  wages.  Under 
the  new  scale,  commencing  May  1st,  the 
minimum  wage  will  be  $8.00  per  week,  with 
Saturday  half  holiday.  The  cigarmakers 
are  fairly  well  employed. 

Leather  trades. — The  general  condition 
of  the  leather  trades  is  satisfactory  since 
the  settlement  of  the  harness  workers' 
strike,  which  was  ended  on  the  11th  by  a 
compromise. 

Miscellaneous. — The  glass  workers;  to 
the  number  of  about  seventy,  went  on' 
strike  May  1st  for  increased  wages,  the. 
scale  demanded  being:  Buff  polishers,  20c; 
lead  glaziers,  bevellers,  roughers,  emeryers 
and  smoothers,  30c;  wood  polishers,  22c; 
and  plate  and  sheet  cutters,  25c  per  hour. 
Several  firms  acceded  at  once  to  the  scale, 
and  others  have  agreed  to  them  since. 
Only  about  eighteen  men  remain  out.  The 
concrete  and  asphalt  pavers,  numbering  in 
all  over  six  hundred  men,  made  an  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  to  secure  higher  pay.  Some 
of  them  went  on  strike  May  1st,  the  move- 
ment subsequently  extending  so  as  to  em- 
brace all  classes  of  the  trade.  They  re- 
turned to  work  on  the  18th,  financially  un- 
able to  continue  the  struggle.  A  large 
number  of  trained  waiters  have  been) 
brought  from  New  York  for  the  staff  of  the 
new  King  Edward  hotel. 


important  concessions,  which  the  men  ac- 
cepted as  satisfactory.* 

The  teamsters  employed  by  the  cartage 
companies,  who  number  about  three  hun- 
dred, demanded  an  increase  of  pay  from 
$39.00  a  month  to  $45.00,  with  pay  for  over- 
time. The  companies  offered  $42.00  with- 
out overtime,  and  a  compromise  being 
finally  arrived  at  on  that  basis  and  a 
strike  averted.  The  freight  handlers  in 
the  employ  of  the  Grand  Trunk  were 
granted  an  increase  on  the  7th  instant 
of  from  13£  cents  to  15  cents  per  hour. 
The  baggage  men  at  the  union  station  will 
also  receive  an  increase. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Stouffville. — The  Pork  Packing  Com- 
pany at  Stouffville  has  ceased  operations 
and  gone  into  liquidation. 

Toronto  Junction. — The  Canada  Foun- 
dry Company  is  projecting  further  addi- 
tions to  its  extensive  works,  and  has  pur- 
chased an  additional  area  of  land.  Its. 
locomotive  shop  will  be  three  hundred  feet 
long  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  feet 
wide,  and  the  bridge  building  about  the 
same  size.  The  bricmakers'  strike  con- 
tinues, and  the  scarcity  of  brick  is  em- 
barassing  local  contractors.  The  Canada 
Packing  and  Provision  Company  is  ar- 
ranging for  the  construction  of  a  brick 
building,  four  stories  high  and  300  feet 
long  by  120  feet  wide,  with  basement.  The 
C  P.P.  shop  employees  have  accepted  an 
increase  of  wages  amounting  to  one  cent 
per  hour  in  place  of  their  demands  for  a 
large  increase. 


HAMILTON,    ONT.,    AND   DISTKICT. 

Mr.   S.  Landers,   Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 


GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 


Transport. — The    employees    of    the    To- 
ronto  street   railway  have   for   some   time 
been  dissatisfied  with  the  condition  of  em-         Labour   generally    is    exceptionally   well 
ployment,  and  fears  were  entertained  that     employed,  and  few  idle  working  people  are 
another  strike  would  take  place,  but  after 

protracted  negotiations   an   agreement  was      .  *A  reference  to  this  agreement  appears  un- 
•    .  °  °.  tier  a  separate  heading  on  another  page  of  tne 

arrived    at   on   the   23rd,   embodying   some     present  issue  of  the  Gazette. 
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to  be  found  in  the  city.  During  the  month 
a  representative  of  the  Clergue  Company 
at  Sault  Ste.  Marie  was  in  the  city  look- 
ing for  labourers,  but  could  secure  none, 
although  prepared  to  guarantee  25  cents  an 
hour,  railroad  fare  to  the  work,  to  be  paid 
and  steady  employment  offered  up  to  next 
December  or  later.  The  local  Westing- 
house  Company  has  decided  to  increase  its 
plant.  The  capital  stock  of  the  Hamilton 
business  is  now  worth  $500,000.  With  the 
combination  this  will  be  increased  to  $2,- 
500,000.  While  the  buildings  to  be  erected 
will  not  cover  all  the  11  acres  of  ground 
space,  they  will  be  large  enough  to  accom- 
modate 1,000  employees.  Ground  space 
will  also  be  left  for  further  extensions. 
Wholesale  and  retail  trade  is  generally 
good.  The  plans  for  the  new  freight  sheds 
at  Hamilton  are  about  completed,  and  the 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  officials  say  build- 
ing operations  will  be  commenced  next 
month  at  the  least.  The  new  building  will 
be  over  a  quarter  of  a  mile  long,  and  will 
cost  about  $15,000.  Moulders  have  received 
an  increase  of  wages,  as  have  also  some 
branches  of  the  boot  and  shoe  working 
trades.  The  Meriden  Britannia  Works  em- 
ployees have  been  granted  a  Saturday  half 
holiday,  and  pay  for  all  statutory  holidays, 
piece  workers  receiving  a  proportionate  in- 
crease. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL  INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculture  in  this  district  has  again 
assumed  a  fairly  busy  aspect,  but  the  lack 
of  rain  the  former  part  of  the  month,  has 
had  a  tendency  to  do  harm  to  grain  and 
small-  fruits. 

Manufacturing  generally  is  very  busy. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  very  busy.  No  serious  strikes  have  af- 
fected the  trade  during  the  month.  The 
builders'  labourers  are  all  back  at  work,  the 
union  men  receiving  25  cents  per  hour. 
Carpenters  are  well  employed.  Plumbers 
are  negotiating  for  an  increase  of  from  25 
to  27£  cents  per  hour. 


Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  are  busy  in  the  different  branches. 
An  increase  of  five  per  cent  for  piece  work- 
ers and  15  cents  per  day  for  week  workers 
was  granted  during  the  month.  Machinists 
and  electrical  workers  are  fairly  busy  with 
all  men  working.  Stove  mounters  and 
blacksmiths   are   all  well  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers  are  all  busy  in  the  several 
branches  of  the  trade.  An  upholsterers* 
union  was  formed  during  the  month. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  printing 
trades  are  all  well  employed  at  good  wages* 
Bookbinders  are  also  busy. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  custom 
tailors  are  in  their  busy  season,  and  have 
plenty  of  work.  Garment  workers  have  had 
only  a  fair  month,  as  it  is  between  seasons 
with  them.  The  strike  of  tailor  operatives 
was  not  settled  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
The  difficulty  is  over  the  recognition  of  an 
independent  union,  which  the  master  tail- 
ors refuse.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  are 
busy,  and  all  operatives  are  well  employed. 
The  following  branches  have  received  in- 
creases in  wages  of  20  per  cent  :  Cutters, 
lasters  and  buffers. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
were  threatening  to  strike  on  June  1  for 
day  work.  Two  employing  bakers  have 
signed  the  agreement. 

Leather  trades. — The  leather  workers* 
strike  is  settled,  and  the  men  secured  a  10 
per  cent  raise. 

Transport. — Railroad  workers,  electric 
and  steam,  are  all  well  employed. 

Unskilled  Labour. — Unskilled  labour  is 
very  scarce,  all  men  are  at  work.  The  strike 
of  cement  and  asphalt  pavement  workers  is 
over,  the  former  returning  without  the  in- 
crease asked,  and  the  latter  gaining  their 
point  of  weekly  instead  of  monthly  pay. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade  and  manu- 
facturing in  the  district  have  been  gene- 
rally good. 
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St.  Catharines. — Work  generally  in  the 
different  trades  is  good.  There  have  been 
no  noticeable  disturbances  in  labour  circles 
during  the  month. 

Dundas. — As  in  the  district  generally, 
conditions  are  very  active  at  this  point,  and 
men  are  required  in  different  trades.  The 
Bates  Felt  Company  has  sold  out  to  the 
Penman  Company  of  Paris,  who  will  move 
the  plant  to  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.  During 
tho  month  the  Mason  &  Son  tannery  was 
destroyed  by  fire. 

Niagara  Falls. — Contractors  on  the  elec- 
tric power  development  works  settled  with 
their  striking  stonemasons  and  work  was 
resumed.  There  are  two  labour  councils  in 
this  place  now  ;  the  building  trades  unions 
have  a  very  active  council,  and  all  other 
unions  are  affiliated  with  the  Trades  and 
Labour  Council. 

Welland. — The  Canadian  Miller  Signal 
Company  has  been  incorporated  with  $1,- 
000,000  capital.  Carpenters  have  gained  a 
nine-hour  day,  with  wages  the  same  as  for 
ten  hours  last  year. 

Thorold. — Work  here  in  the  mills  and 
small  shops  is  very  busy.  At  the  regular 
meeting  of  the  Federal  Labour  Union  of 
Thorold,  it  was  resolved  to  place  the  Lled- 
ley-Shaw  Milling  Company  of  Thorold, 
Ont.,  on  the  unfair  list. 

Port  Colborne. — Work  in  the  town  is 
well  engaged  at  fair  wages  generally.  The 
Federal  Union  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  in  this 
place,  has  about  300  members.  The  Gov- 
ernment steamer  'Petrel'  made  a  seizure 
off  Crystal  Beach,  ten  miles  east  of  this 
place.  A  large  gasoline  launch,  with  400 
pounds  of  fish,  and  thirty  nets  were  on 
board.  The  '  Petrel '  towed  the  outfit  here 
and  handed  it  over  to  the  Customs  depart- 
ment. 

Beamsville. — After  two  months  idleness, 
the  strike  in  the  quarries  is  over.  The  stone- 
cutters went  back  to  work  without  gettin 
any  concessions   from  the  management. 
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PRANTFOED,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.   C.   Watt,  Correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 


G?;NERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET. 

All  local  workingmen  have  been  fully 
employed  during  the  month.  There  has 
been  no  inclement  weather  or  serious  la- 
bour disputes,  and  outside  and  inside  oper- 
ations have  advanced  steadily.  Civic  im- 
provements commenced  on  a  large  scale 
at.  the  beginning  of  the  month,  affording 
employment  to  a  number  of  men.  Indus- 
trial activity  is  steadily  increasing  as  the 
season  advances.  The  iron  and  building 
trades  are  the  busiest  at  the  present  time. 
Large  shipments  from  many  of  the  local 
factories,  and  a  constant  demand  for  more 
men  are  evidences  of  prosperity.  Mer- 
chants, wholesale  and  retail,  have  had  a 
considerable  month's  business.  Some  are 
enlarging  their  premises  and  putting  in 
new  and  attractive  fronts.  At  one  of  the 
local  factories  a  number  of  moulders  quit 
work  because  more  apprentices  were  taken 
on  than  had  been  agreed  upon;  the  ap- 
prentices were  removed  and  the  men  re- 
turned to  work.  The  wages  of  the  local 
cigarmakers,  upon  request,  were  advanced 
50  cents  per  thousand  on  May  11th.  A 
number  of  the  manufacturers  have  again 
granted  their  employees  the  Saturday 
afternoon  holiday  for  the  summer  months. 
At  the  woollen  mills  overtima  is  being 
worked  three  nights  per  week,  and  in  sev- 
eral departments  work  is  continued  all 
night. 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Farmers  and  market  gardeners  have  had 
an  active  month,  the  weather  being  favour- 
able, and  much  of  the  crop  is  in.  The  rain 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  month  was 
very  opportune,  the  soil  in  this  locality 
requiring  considerable  rain.  Fruit  trees 
and  bushes  are  covered  with  blossoms. 

With  the  exception  of  one  of  the  pork 
factories,  which  has  been  partly  shut  down 
for  some  time,  all  local  manufacturing  in- 
dustries seem  to  be  working  to  their  full 
capacity.  The  Brantford  Cordage  Com- 
pany announces  that  a  large  addition  to 
its  present  plant  will  be  made  in  the  near 
future,  and  the  stock  increased. 
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Work  upon  railway  construction  con- 
tinues, principally  upon  the  Grand  Trunk. 
It  is  announced  that  a  new  station  will  be 
erected   here   soon. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades.  —  Bricklayers  and 
masons,  carpenters  and  joiners,  have  all 
been  actively  employed.  Lathers  and  plas- 
terers have  had  a  good  month;  they  will 
be  more  active  when  buildings  are  further 
advanced.  Painters  and  decorators  and 
paperhangers  are  all  employed,  and  there 
is  a  demand  for  men.  Plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  have  not  been  extra  busy  dur- 
ing the  month. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  and  brass  moulders,  core- 
makers  and  machinists  have  been  fully  em- 
ployed, and  in  the  last  two  mentioned 
trades  overtime  has  been  worked.  Stove 
mounters,  buffers  and  platers  report  a  busy 
month's  work.  All  blacksmiths,  boiler- 
makers,  bicycle  workers  and  horseshoers 
have  had  steady  employment,  and  many  of 
the  former  have  been  working  overtime. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  other  than  carpenters,  have 
been  fully  occupied,  and  steady  employ- 
ment is  assured  for  some  time  to  come. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  and 
pressmen  report  plenty  of  work  in  their 
line. 

Clothing  trades. — Custom  tailors  have 
had  a  good  month,  and  a  number  have  been 
been  working  extra  time.  Some  report 
having  had  the  best  May  in  years. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  an  increasing 
trade  as  the  summer  advances.  Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  have  been  ex- 
ceptionally busy.  Wages  have  risen  75c. 
a   week. 

Miscellaneous. — Bakers,  clerks,  delivery 
employees,  hotel  and  restaurant  employees 
and  laundry  workers,  report  an  average 
month. 

Transport. — Railway  trackmen  have  had 
an  active  month,  and  freight-handlers  have 


been  kept  busy.  Street  railway  employees 
have  had  extra  work  on  account  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  Grand  Valley  Electric  Railway, 
and  the  cars  running  to  the  park.  Carters 
and  teamsters  have  plenty  of  work  at  this 
season.  Cab  drivers  and  hackmen  report 
a  fair  month. 

Unskilled  labour. — This  class  of  labour 
is  still  in  demand.  Good  wages  are  offered 
for  steady  men. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Blue  Lake. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  work- 
men.   Labourers  can  find  employment  here. 

Paris. — All  local  industries  are  working 
full  time,  and  some  are  working  overtime. 
Labourers  are  in  demand,  ad  secure  employ- 
met  at  good  wages. 

GUELPH,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  0.  R.  Wallace,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET- 

During  the  month  of  May  the  labour 
market  has  been  very  active.  All  classes  of 
work-people  have  been  steadily  employed, 
and  there  has  been  a  scarcity  of  men  in 
some  lines,  particularly  in  unskilled  la- 
bour, caused  by  the  work  on  the  sewerage 
system,  the  opening  of  the  new  tube  mills, 
and  the  large  amount  of  building  under 
way.  A  number  of  Italians  have  been 
brought  in  to  work  at  the  tube  works  and 
on  the  sewers,  but  the  supply  of  labour 
is  not  yet  up  to  the  demand.  Building 
operations  at  the  Old  College,  the  Carnegie 
Library  and  the  post  office  are  being  rush- 
ed ahead.  There  have  probably  been  about 
100  men  come  to  the  city  who  have  obtain- 
ed new  jobs  during  the  month  in  addition 
to  those  coming  in  to  take  the  places  of 
other  men.  Woodworkers  and  piano  and 
organ  workers  to  the  number  of  about  300 
have  been  granted  a  new  time  scale  under 
which  they  will  work  56  hours  instead  of 
59  hour  a  week,  and  for  which  day  workers 
will  receive  the  same  pay  and  piece  work- 
ers an  increase  of  5  per  cent.    A  strike  of 
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45  woodworkers  in  the  employ  of  the  Ray-  Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
mond  Company,  for  an  increase  of  15  per  trades. — Iron  moulders,  machinists,  ma- 
cent,  was  settled  after  about  10  days.  By  chinist  helpers  and  sheet  metal  workers 
the  new  scale  the  men  get  an  increase  have  all  found  steady  employment  during 
of   12£   per   cent.      Several   labourers    em-  the  month. 

ployed  on  the  streets  by  the  city  went  on  Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades- 
strike  for  an  increase  of  from  15  cents  an  Woodworkers  have  had  a  good  month,  ex- 
hour  with  a  9  hour  day,  to  $1.50  per  day  cepting  ti10Se  employed  by  the  Raymond 
of  9  hours.  The  men  were  acting  by  them-  Company.  Piano  and  organ  workers  are 
selves  and  on  the  demand  being  refused  very  busy<  They  have  to  the  number  of 
they  sought  other  employment.  Cigar-  about  300  been  grant€d  a  56  hour  week 
makers  have  been  granted  a  new  scale  of  instead  of  a  59  hour  week.  Upholsterers 
prices,  making  $7  the  lowest  rate  per  thou-  are  V€ry  busy>  and  report  a  scarcity  0f  men. 
sand,  instead  of  $6,  with  corresponding  in-  Woodcarvers  have  all  been  steadily  em- 
creases  on  some  other  lines.  ployed,   and  a  number   of  men  have  been 

~^  T~~.T  txtt.tt^t.tt.o  taken    on.       Carriage    workers    and    trim- 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

mers   report   a   good   month.      Coopers    on. 

The   Grand   Trunk    Railway    Company.  tight  WQrk  are  busj%  but  Qnly  fair]y  em, 

has  a  large  gang  of  men,  including  Ital-  pkyed  Qn  gtock  wQrk 

ians,  at  work  improving  its  roadbed  on  the 

Great  Western   division.  Printing  and  allied  trades. — These  trades 

-,,                .   ,          .,,                        -,              ,  report  a  good  month. 
The   new   tube   mills   commenced   opera-i 

tions    during    the    month,    with    over    100  Clothing    trades. — Tailors    have    had     a 

men.     There  is  a  project  under  way  by  the  very  busy  season  so  far. 

same  firm  to  erect  a  rolling  mill  at  a  cost  Food   and   tobacco   preparation.— Bakers 

oi  about  $250,000.  are  seeking  a  new  agreement  by  which  only 

An   option   has  been   obtained   from   the  day  work  will  be  done,  and  a  rate  of  $11.00 

banks   who   hold   the   stock   of   the   Street  per  week.    Cigarmakers  have  had  an   idle 

Railway  Company,  so  that  the  question  of  month,  no  work  being  done  to  any  extent 

its  purchase  can  be  submitted  to  the  rate-  owing  to  large  stocks   on  hand. 

payers  on  a  basis  of  the  city  buying  the  *,•      *7     „     „      -r,                      , 

1      ,    „       _„  M„                        J        J     &  Miscellaneous. — Brewery    workers    report 

road  for  $78,000.  -,          ., ,          , 

'  a  good  month  s  work. 

condition  of  particular  trades.  Transport.— Teamsters  and  delivery  men 
Buildings       trades. — Stonemasons      and  of  all  classes  are  well  employed,  with  con- 
bricklayers    have    been    well    employed,    ai  siderable  changing  round  of  men. 
number  affected  by  a  Toronto  strike  hav-  Uns]ciUed     ?aW> -Unskilled    labour    . 
ing  been  given  employment  here.    There  is  in  demand>  and  the  following  are  the  gen 

considerable   public   work   under   wa*   but  eral  rates  being  paid  :  Sewer  workers,  $1.75 

not  many  houses.     Carpenters  and  joiners  per  1Q  hourg;  builderg,  labourerSj  18  centg 

have  had  a  steady  month's  work.   Painters  M    hoiir  for   9   nine  h()ur    day  .    hidoor- 

and  paperhangers  have  been  very  busy.  No  labourers>  $L25  to  $L50,  with  10  hour  day. 
action   has   yet    been    taken    to    settle    the 


is 
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strike  which  was  declared  on  March  2nd. 

All  the  men   concerned  have  found   other 

employment,  and  no  other  men  are  coming         Mr.    W.  H.    Westbroolce,   Correspondent, 

in.     Stonecutters  have   all   been   employed     reports  as  follows  : — 

during  the  month,  and  a  number  of  new 

,   ,  .i     *     ,i         -D  •!-,   ,-,1       GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

men  nave  been  taken  on.    Builders   labour- 
ers are  all  employed,  and  there  is  a  slight         The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
scarcity  of  experienced  men.  ing   the   month   was   satisfactory,    and   all 
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classes  of  worken  have  been  steadily  eni-  Printing    trades. — Printers    report   trade 

ployed.    The  new  biscuit  factory  is  progres-  being   in    a    satisfactory    condition,     with 

sing  rapidly,  and  it  is  thought  that  it  will  bookbinders  all  employed. 

be  completed  within  the  specified  time,  that  Clothing    trades.— Garment   workers   are 

is,  by  the  15th  of  June.     A  new  industry  stin  very  busy,  and  are  short-handed, 

was  started  during  the  month  owned  by  the  Food  ^  ^acco._Bakers   and  confec- 

firm  of  Messrs.  Nichols  &  Hodgms,  manu-  ^^   repQrt   buginess   tQ   be   yery   satig. 

facturers    of    ready-made  clothing.       I  his  -                 ri.              ,                          , 

17                 ■  iactory.     Cigar  makers  are  very  busy. 

company  employs  a  considerable  number  of  77                 _    ,            n    .           ..    . 

,       7       _.,                              ,     „         ,             ,  Miscellaneous. — Barbers,   clerks   and   de- 

nands.    Plans  are  now  ready  ior  a  large  ad-  ,.  ■                ,                      ,    .                     ,.  „ 

,.,.        .     ,,      TTT.    ,        tt  x  i         i     i       r-  livery  employees   report   business   satisiac- 
dition  to  the  Windsor  Hotel,  and  also  ior 

a  Y.M.C.A.  building  to  be  erected  this  sea- 
son.    There  is  still  a  scarcity  of  dwelling  Transport.— Tv^c   men   on   the    Grand 
houses   suitable  for  workingmen.     A   cot-  Trunk  Railway  have  been  very  busy  during 

tage  will  be  put  up  beside  the  hospital  for  the  month-    Cabmen  and  draymen  find  bus- 

*  i    *  l 

the  use  of  the  nurses.    Carpenters  have  re-  iness  orisK. 

ceived  an  increase  of  from  2  to  2k  cents  per 

hour,  and  quite  a  number  of  men  in  the  LONDON,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Grand  Trunk  Eailway  shops  have  received  jir.  ^#  Woonton,  Correspondent,  reports 

increases  in  wages.     There  are  no  labour    as  f0H0WS  : 

troubles  in  progress  at  the  present  time. 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

;            condition  of  local  industries.  The  trade  activity  which  has  prevailed 
The  fall  wheat,  in  this  locality,  is  look-  in  this  district  during  the  past  two  sinn- 
ing well,  and  farmers  expect  to  have  a  good  mers  has  now  entered  upon  the  third  sea- 
crop,  son,    and    indications   point   to   this   being 

even  better  than  its  predecessors.     A  num- 

All  the  factories  are  running  full  time,  ^  of  mechanics  from  Great  Britain  ar_ 

and  are  very  busy.  rived    here    during    the    month?    and    haye 

all  procured  employment.  The  regular 
civic  improvements  of  the  summer  season 

Building   trades. — Bricklayers   and  mas-  have   commenced,   and   a  large  number  of 

ons  have  not  been   very  busy  during  the  men    and    teams    are    engaged    on    cement 

month  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  brick,  but  walks,   new   roads,    sewers,    &c.      The    new 

it  is  expected  there  will  be  a  good  supply  moulding  and  mounting  shops  for  the  Mc- 

after  the  first  of  June,  when  the  buildings  Clary    Manufacturing    Company    will     be 

that  are  now  ready  will  be  rushed  up.   Car-  opened  early  next  month.    The  Real  Estate 

penters  are  very  busy,  and  a  few  good  men  Owners'  Protective  Association  is  advanc- 

could  find  employment.     Painters  and  pa-  -ing  rents  to  new  tenants,  from  $1.00  up,, 

perhangers  are  also  very  busy.     Plumbers  according  to  the  class   of  house.     In  the 

and  gasfitters  report  having  plenty  of  work,  latter  part  of  April  and  early  part  of  May 

Metal,     engineering     and     shipbuilding  labour   conditions   in   this    city   were   very 

trades.— Iron  moulders  are  all  working.  Ma-  unsettled    owing    to    the    changes    in    the. 

chinists,    electrical     workers,    blacksmiths,  hours  of  labour  and  scales  of  wa^es'    but 

boilermakers  and  horseshoers  report  being  this  has  now  a11  been  adjusted   (with  the 

fully  employed.  exception  of  the  cigarmakers),  and  almost. 

_T7                                         .     .  all  workers  have  been  benefitted  thereby. 
Woodivorkers    and    furnishing    trades. — 

Woodworkers  have  been  very  busy  during  condition  of  local  industries. 

the  month,  and  report  plenty  of  work  on  Much  difficulty  is  experienced  in  secur- 

hand.  ing  farm  hands  in  this  district,  and  from 


condition  of  particular  trades. 
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$28  to  $30  per  month  is  offered  for  short 
periods,  and  $25  per  month  for  six  months' 
engagements.  A  lack  of  rain  is  also  affect- 
ing the  spring  work. 

The  railways  suffered  during  the  early 
part  of  the  month  from  the  strike  of  the 
dock  hands  at  Montreal,  as  the  freight 
shipments  did  not  arrive  here,  but  after 
the  settlement  of  the  strike  an  impetus 
was  given  to  the  freight  business.  The 
Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  is 
preparing  to  enlarge  its  siding  capacity. 
The  London  &  Southwestern  Traction 
Company  has  about  completed  the  work 
on  its  road  from  the  outskirts  of  the  city 
to  Lambeth,  and  all  that  is  wanted  now  is 
permission  to  enter  the  city.  Contracts 
have  been  let  for  the  construction  of  the 
London  &  Port  Burwell  Electric  Line,  and 
work  will  be  commenced  on  it  soon. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades.  —  Bricklayers  and 
masons  are  in  demand.  A  number  of  men 
who  are  out  on  strike  in  Toronto  have 
found  employment  here,  and  also  have  a. 
few  from  Scotland.  The  brickwork  on  the 
extension  to  the  cold  storage  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  a  large  number  are  engaged 
laying  stone  at  the  new  armoury,  and  on 
the  addition  to  Perrin's  Candy  and  Biscuit 
factory.  Carpenters  and  painters  are  busy, 
and  a  few  more  men  could  procure  work, 
in  these  lines.  The  building  of  the  new 
armoury  has  given  a  great  impetus  to  the 
stone  cutting  trade,  and  a  large  number  of 
outsiders  have  found  employment  on  that 
job.  Builders'  labourers  are  in  demand, 
and  as  much  as  24  cents  an  hour  is  offered 
by  one  firm  for  this  class  of  labour. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  report  trade  good. 
Machinists  are  exceptionally  busy.  Line- 
men are  mostly  engaged  on  repair  work. 
Metal  polishers  and  stove  mounters  are 
busy;  those  employed  by  the  McClary 
Company  expect  to  be  in  their  new  build- 
ing during  the  next  month.  Blacksmiths 
and  boilermakers  report  business  satisfac- 
tory. 


^Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Woodworkers,  upholsterers,  and  carriage 
and  wagon  makers  have  work  enough  on 
hand  to  keep  them  going  for  some  time. 
Coopers  continue  to  be  unable  to  catch  up 
to  the  orders  on  hand. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers 
continue  to  be  well  employed,  and  two  or 
three  steady  men  could  find  employment. 
Talbot  &  Co.  have  plans  out  for  their  new 
building.  Lawson  &  Jones'  new  building 
is  well  under  way,  and  the  London  Print- 
ing Co.  is  contemplating  putting  in  a  new 
type-setting  machine  and  several  new 
presses. 

Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
continue  to  be  well  employed,  but  their 
rush  will  soon  be  over.  Garment  workers 
are  busy,  and  have  commenced  their  fall 
work.  Boot  and  shoe  workers  report  trade 
fair. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  are  well  employed.  The 
proprietor  of  Johnson's  bakery  voluntarily 
advanced  the  wages  of  drivers  $1  per  week. 
On  the  11th  of  the  month  the  cigarmakers 
(who  never  had  a  scale  of  prices  in  this 
city  before)  presented  to  their  employers 
a  scale  of  prices,  which  called  for  a 
small  increase  in  their  wages.  The  union 
factories  of  the  city  signed  the  bill,  as  did 
also  the  firm  of  Stirton  &  Dyer,  (whose  em- 
ployees went  on  strike  the  month  before), 
and  in  these  shops  the  cigarmakers  are 
working,  but  in  about  ten  of  the  other  shops 
the  employees,  about  one  hundred  and  four, 
went  on  strike  when  the  employers  refused 
to  sign  the  bill.  The  chief  contention  seems 
to  be  the  refusal  of  the  employers  to  pay 
the  prices  contained  in  the  bill  to_  the  fe- 
male members  of  the  union  working  on  the 
same  work  as  the  men.  A  number  of  the 
original  strikers  have  secured  work  in  other 
shops,  but  at  the  end  of  the  month  there 
are  no  signs  of  a  settlement  being  reached. 

Leather  trades. — Tanners  and  curriers 
are  rushed.  New  buildings  continue  to  go 
up  at  Hyman  &  Co.'s  already  extensive  tan- 
neries. 
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Miscellaneous. — Broom  makers  have  or-  The  Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Tal- 

ders  ahead  to  keep  them  going  for  some  bot   settlement,    which    comprises    a    large 

months.     Furriers   are  exceptionally  busy,  portion    of    this    district,    was    held    from 

and  advertisements  are  appearing  for  this  May  21st  to  26th.    Preparations  were  made 

class  of  workers.     With  theatre  employees  on    a    large    scale,    involving    much    extra 

work  is  about  over  for  the  season.  labour,  in  the  line  of  electrical    illumina- 

Transport— Kailway  work  continues  as  tion>  decorations,  &c,  as  well  as  the  pro- 
brisk  as  ever.  A  number  of  locomotive  en-  vldl1^  of  extra  food  SUPP^  for  the  ver? 
gineers  and  firemen  on  the  Canadian  Pa-  large  crowds  whlch  visited  the  city- 
cific  Railway,  from  this  district,  have  been  A  partial  strike  of  the  section  men  on 
sent  out  west  to  help  the  company  over  the  the  Midland  Central  Railway  occured 
rush  there.  Street  railway  employees  about  the  1st  of  May.  Some  42  men  were 
(whom  I  reported  last  month  as  having  on  strike,  principally  on  the  eastern  divi- 
secured  an  increase  of  pay  from  15J  to  16  sion.  The  men  asked  for  an  increase  of 
cents  per  hour)  have  had  their  wages  fur-  pay  from  $1.30  to  $1.40  per  day.  The 
ther  increased  to  16|  cents  an  hour.  Team-  strike  was  ineffectual,  and  most  of  the  men 
sters  are  exceptionally  well  employed,  and  returned  to  work  after  being  out  a  few 
the  horses  are  being  worked  to  their  limit,  days,  and  no  increase  was  granted. 

j  |        Unskilled  lahour.—A  general  demand  is  condition  of  local  industries. 

being  made  in  all  parts  of  the  city  for  un-  rr,,            ,.  .         „    ,,  ..       ,  .    , 
,  .,,    ,         ,               i-w       /?                i       .•  •  -Lhe  condition  oi  all  local  industries  con- 
skilled  workmen.     One  nrm  is  advertising  , .           -             , ,            ,      _           n   „ 
,                    ..           ,                Till  tmues  tavourable,  as  the  demand  for  man- 
ior  men  at  $2  per  day  to  unload  coal,  and  ,     ,        ,         7     .     .    ,             -r.   .,            ,     , 
,,                        ,,                                 ,               ,  ufactured  products  is  keen.     Railway  steel 
the  cement  walk  contractors  are  hampered  .    ,       ,          ,  ,    .                              .    , 
ul                          -                        »               ....  is  hard  to  obtain  on  account  oi  the  great 
on  account  oi  a  scarcity  oi  men,  while  the  ->           -,         j                    -,,           ,     , ,            , 
...       _       _.                .       i  .       .      ».  demand,  and  as  a  result  no  double  track- 
City  Gas  Company  is  asking  tor  nity  men  .        .    ,    .        ,                ,      ht-ji     i  n          i 
*                t-                           .  m&  1S  being  done  on  the  Midland  Central 
to  excavate  for  new  gas  mams.  Railway  ^  seagon> 

ST.  THOMAS,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT.  The  Lake  Erie  and  Detroit  Eiver  and 

Pere     Marquette     Company     management 

Mr.  A.  Roberts,  Correspondent,  reports  propose  enlarging  its  yards  within  the  city 

as  follows  : —  to  provide  accommodation  for  its  increas- 
ing business,  and  it  is  announced  that  the 

general  condition  of  the  labour  market.  proposed  extension   of  the  road  from   St. 

The  past  month  has  been  one  of  general  Thomas  to  Niagara  Falls  will  be  built  as 

activity,  with  the  supply  and  demand  for  soon  as  possible. 

labour  well  balanced.     One  new  industry  The  city  council  has  petitioned  the  legis- 

has  been  added  during  the  month,  viz.,  a  lature   to   pass    a   bill   granting  power   to 

branch  of  the  John  Northway  &  Company's  operate  the  St.  Thomas  street  railway;  to 

ladies'    clothing   manufactory    of   Toronto,  make   extensions   of   the   same  within   the 

The  factory  will  make  ladies'  cloth  suits,  city  limits;  to  erect  a  power  plant,  and  to 

coats  and  mantles.     The  demand  for  this  extend  the  line  to  Port   Stanley;   also   to 

line  is  said  to  be  large,  and  it  is  the  inten-  make    provision    for    the    appointment    of 

tion  of  the  firm  to  educate  local  help  to  commissioners    to    manage    the    road,    the 

do  the  work  as  fast  as  practicable.     About  board   of   management   to    consist    of   two 

15  hands  are  at  the  present  time  employed,  commissioners,  elected  by  vote  of  the  elec- 

which   number   will   be   rapidly   increased,  tors  and  the  mayor. 
,,  I  Railway  traffic  continues  very  heavy,  and 

ts  a  consequence  the  large  staff  in  this  de-  condition  of  particular  trades. 

artment    is     steadily    employed.      Retail  The    building    trades    are    actively    em- 

[trade  continues  normal.  ployed,   but   are   not    rushed   in    any   line. 


iops 

I 


! 


o 

•i 


964 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


June,  1903 


Bricklayers,  carpenters,  painters,  plumbers, 
stone  cutters  and  builders'  labourers  are. 
all  employed. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders,  machinists  and' 
boilermakers  are  quite  busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Wood-turners,  brushmakers,  wood-benders 
and  car  builders  continue  to  have  a  steady 
trade. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing- trades  are  steadily  employed,  but  are 
not  so  busy  as  during  the  three  previous 
months. 

Clothing  trades. —  Journeymen  tailors 
and  garment  workers  continue  quite  busy. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers, 
confectioners  and  butchers  have  had  an. 
extra  amount  of  business  during  the  month 
as  a  result  of  an  extra  demand.  Cigar- 
makers  report  a  good  trade. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers,  broom-makers, 
delivery  employees  and  laundry  workers 
report  a  good  month's  business. 

Transport. — Railroad  traffic  hands  and 
street  railway  employees  report  themselves' 
making  good  time  as  a  result  of  heavy' 
traffic. 

'  CHATHAM,  ONT.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  R.  Snell,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION   OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  satisfactory  condition  of  the  labour 
market  reported  last  month  still  continues. 
There  is  a  demand  for  carpenters,  machin- 
ists and  blacksmiths.  The  building  trade  is 
hampered  by  the  lack  of  carpenters.  Some 
of  the  contractors  have  refused  to  take  any 
more  contracts  owing  to  their  inability  to 
procure  the  necessary  number  of  men  to  do 
the  work.  The  binder  twine  factory,  which 
has  been  in  litigation  for  some  time,  has 
been  sold,  a  new  company  which  has  been 
formed  having  bought  it  and  commenced 
operations  again.  The  Canada  Flouring 
Mill  Co.,  which  had  a  serious  break  down 


with  its  engines  some  time  ago,  has  re- 
sumed operations.  The  W.  Gray  &  Sons 
Carriage  Manufacturing  Company  is  ad- 
vertising for  tenders  for  the  construction 
of  a  large  addition  to  its  works  to  meet  the 
increasing  demand  for  its  products.  Com- 
mercial activity  continues,  and  all  phases 
of  the  transportation  industry  continue 
brisk,  large  quantities  of  lumber,  cedar 
posts,  etc.,  arriving  daily.  Wholesale  and 
retail  trade  continues  good.  The  rates  of 
wages  since  the  1st  of  May  are  for  carpen- 
ters from  $2  eo  $2.25  per  day,  plasterers, 
$2.25  to  $3;  painters,  $2;  bricklayers,  ,$3.50 ; 
labourers,  $1.65;  ten  hours  being  the  day's 
work,  except  on  Saturday,  when  it  is  9 
hours.  A  large  number  of  men  are  em- 
ployed paving  and  laying  granolithic  walks 
and  sewers  and  extending  water  and  gas 
mains. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Agriculturists  and  fruit  farmers  are  busy 
but  complain  of  the  scarcity  of  farm  la- 
bourers. 

Local  manufacturing  of  all  kinds  con- 
tinues active,  manufacturers  having  pretty 
much  all  the  business  they  can  handle. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades— lieu  in  the  various 
branches  of  these  trades  are  fully  employed. 
Bricklayers,  masons,  carpenters,  joiners, 
lathers  and  plasterers  are  all  busy.  Paint- 
ers and  paperhangers  are  rushed  with  work, 
as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year.  Plumb- 
ers report  plenty  of  work.  Stonecutters  say 
work  is  somewhat  slack.  Builders'  labour- 
ers are  all  employed. 

Metal  abid  engineering  trades. — Iron 
moulders  and  machinists  have  all  the  work 
they  can  do.  A  scarcity  of  men  exists  in 
work  is  somewhat  slack.  Builders'  labour- 
ers are  all  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers,  pattern  mak- 
ers and  coopers  report  steady  employment. 

Printing     and    allied     trades. — Prints 
pressmen    and    bookbinders    report    steady 
employment. 
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Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors 
say  trade  is  fairly  good. 

Food  and  tobacco  'preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners,  cigarmakers  and  tobacco 
workers  are  fully  employed. 

Miscellaneous. — Barbers  and  delivery 
employees  have  steady  employment.  Thea- 
tre employees  report  work  in  their  line  as 
slackening. 

Transport. — Railroad  men  engaged  in  the 
transport  business  report  a  very  good 
month.  Longshoremen  are  all  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Unskilled  labour  is  in  good  demand,  es- 
pecially farm  hands.  Farmers  are  much 
hampered  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  hands. 

WINDSOR,   ONT.,   AND   DISTRICT. 

Mr.  David  Mitchell,,   Correspondent,   reJ 
ports  as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET- 

Labour  generally  was  well  employed  dur- 
ing the  month.  There  was  a  large  increase 
in  the  demand  for  workmen  of  all  kinds, 
and  for  skilled  labour  of  all  trades.  New 
buildings  are  going  up  all  over  the  city, 
and  old  ones  are  being  repaired  and  paint- 
ed. A  large  addition  to  the  carriage  works 
has  been  built,  and  steam  power  and 
machinery  costing  $10,000  are  being  in- 
stalled to  keep  up  with  trade.  The  Board 
of  Works  is  getting  the  streets  ready  for* 
paving,  and  is  giving  employment  to  a 
large  number  of  labourers  and  teamsters. 
Labourers  are  receiving  $1.75  for  nine 
hours,  and  $4.00  is  paid  for  teams  for  nine 
hours.  Wholesale  and  retail  trade  con- 
tinues good.  There  has  been  no  change  in 
the  rates  of  wages,  and  no  disturbance  in 
the  labour  market. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades 
are  active.  Bricklayers,  masons,  carpen-i 
ters,  lathers  and  plasterers  have  all  the 
work  they  can  do,  and  there  is  a  good  deJ 
mand  for  skilled  labour.  Painters  and? 
paperhangers  are  rushed  with  work,  and 
3* 


men  are  hard  to  get.  Plumbers,  gas  and 
steamfitters  have  all  the  work  they  can( 
handle  just  at  present.  Builders'  labour- 
ers are  in  demand.  ! 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding' 
trades. — General  activity  prevails  in  these 
lines,  especially  with  iron  workers,  as  first 
class  men  are  hard  to  get  and  in  several 
shops  they  are  working  overtime.  The 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company  is  over- 
hauling one  of  its  large  transfer  boats  and 
is  putting  in  four  large  boilers,  which  is 
giving  employment  to  a  large  number  of 
boilermakers,  blacksmiths  and  ship  builders. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
The  woodworking  trade  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition  at  present,  especially  in  the  car- 
riage and  wagon  trade.  Manufacturers 
report  the  best  spring  trade  they  have  had 
in  years. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — In  the  print- 
ing trade  the  month  has  been  an  exception- 
ally good  one. 

Clothing  trades. — The  month  has  been  a 
busy  one  for  the  clothing  trades.  Tailors 
report  an  excellent  month,  most  of  them 
working  overtime. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparations. — On  ac- 
count of  the  warm  weather  the  bakers  and 
confectioners  are  very  busy.  Cigar  and 
tobacco  workers  report  plenty  of  work. 

Transport. — All  trades  engaged  in  trans- 
portation have  all  the  work  they  can  do 
and  on  the  railroads  the  men  are  working 
overtime.  Ship  labourers  and  longshore- 
men are  kept  fairly  busy  loading  and  un- 
loading vessels. 

Unskilled  labour. — Teamsters  and  un- 
skilled labourers  are  in  demand. 

DISTRICT  NOTES. 

Sandwich. — Sandwich  has  a  building 
boom  on  this  spring.  There  are  a  number 
of  houses  under  way  and  a  contract  was  let 
recently  for  a  large  hotel,  to  cost  $10,000. 
The  Saginaw  Lumber  Company  is  building 
a  large  boarding  house  to  accommodate  its 
men  as  the  company  is  putting  on  two 
gangs,  and  is  going  to  run  night  and  day. 
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WINNIPEG,   MAN.,   AND    DISTRICT. 

Mr.  John  Appleton,  correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GLNERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

At  the  close  of  this  month  the  labour 
market  is  in  a  much  more  satsfactory  con- 
dition than  it  was  at  the  beginning.  For 
the  earlier  part  of  the  month  the  market 
was  very  much  congested;  work  in  the  city 
had  hardly  started;  railroad  construction 
had  just  begun;  the  farmers  were  well 
supplied  ;  seding  was  about  over,  and 
yet  the  immigrants  kept  coming  in. 
Now  at  the  close  of  the  month  work  of  all 
kinds  is  fairly  under  way.  The  pressure 
has  been  largely  relieved  by  the  action  of 
the  immigration  agents  at  Quebec  in  di- 
verting the  tide  into  Ontario,  where  the 
demand  for  labour  has  been  in  excess  of  the 
supply.  There  is  yet  a  large  number  of  un- 
employed in  the  city,  but  they  are  largely 
inexperienced  men.  There  is  a  fair  demand 
for  skilled  labour.  At  present  it  is  largely 
building  that  is  being  done,  consisting  of 
business  blocks  and  private  residences. 
Civic  works,  such  as  sewers,  roadmaking, 
&c,  will  be  started  shortly,  when  about  600 
or  800  extra  men  will  be  required.  Wages 
have  kept  up  all  the  while,  notwithstand- 
ing the  over-supply.  The  statement  of  the 
Winnipeg  banks'  clearings  for  the  week 
ending  May  21,  has  been  issued  over  the 
signature  of  the  secretary  of  the  Winnipeg 
clearing  house,  and  shows  an  increase  of 
$1,590,218  over  the  corresponding  week  last 
year.  They  are  more  than  double  in  volume 
over  the  same  week  in  1901.  A  detailed 
statement  indicative  of  the  commercial  ex- 
pansion of  the  Canadian  west  is  appended. 
The  clearings  for  the  week  ending  May  21, 
1903,  are  $4,682,255  ;  for  the  corresponding 
week  1902,  they  were  $3,192,037,  and  in 
1901,  $2,163,371. 

There  were  no  radical  change  in  rates 
of  wages,  but  the  tendency  is  upwards,  as 
evidenced  by  the  plumbers  receiving  40 
cents  an  hour,  painters  30  cents  and  better, 
labourers  17^  to  25  per  hour.  The  demand 
of  the  eigarmakers  for  an  increase  has  been 


met  by  the  employers.  This  upward  ten- 
dency of  wages  in  Winnipeg  has  made  it- 
self felt  over  a  large  section  of  this  western 
country.  The  strike  of  the  United  Brother- 
hood of  Railroad  Engineers,  employees  of 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  is 
still  unsettled,  but  some  of  the  strikers  have 
secured  employment  elsewehere. 

BRANDON,    MAN.,    AND    DISTRICT. 

M.  S.  P.  Stringer,  correspondent,  reports 
as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

There  is  great  activity  at  present  in  all 
lines  of  trade,  especially  in  the  building 
trades.  Every  available  mechanic  finds 
steady  employment  at  good  wages.  Owing 
to  the  scarcity  of  houses,  and  the  constant 
demand  of  new  comers,  there  are  more  dwel- 
ling houses  in  course  of  erection  than  in  any 
previous  year.  A  great  number  of  people, 
in  order  to  secure  a  dwelling  place,  have 
had  to  purchase  property  as  it  was  impos- 
sible to  rent  a  house.  A  number  who  first 
arrived  in  the  city  have  found  employment. 
But  every  week  brings  in  fresh  arrivals  so 
that  there  is  still  a  large  number  of  men 
unemployed.  The  majority  of  these  men 
are  neither  mechanics  nor  farm  labourers, 
but  appear  willing  to  do  any  kind  of  work 
that  offers.  Brandon's  position  as  a  manu- 
facturing and  wholesale  centre  is  already 
attracting  business  men,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  starting  of  a  new  woollen  mill,  a  new 
machine  shop  and  a  wholesale  hardware 
firm.  Lumber  dealers,  manufacturers  of 
building  supplies,  and  hardware  firms,  are 
doing  a  heavy  business  in  their  respective 
lines.  The  amount  of  trade  that  is  being 
done  by  wholesale  firms  and  transportation 
companies  has  not  been  surpassed  in  any 
previous  year.  Eastern  firms  are  sending 
large  consignments  of  merchandise  into 
this  city  and  district  and  retail  merchants 
report  trade  exceptionally  good.  The  busi- 
ness of  the  Brandon  seed  house  has  in- 
creased to  such  an  extent  that  this  firm 
has  had  to  double  its  staff  of  employees. 
The  supply  of  seeds  of  all  kinds  for  Alberta 
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and  the  territories  is  increasing  every  year, 
owing  to  the  great  increase  in  the  popu- 
lation. One  of  Brandon's  largest  milling 
companies  has  incorporated  its  business 
with  an  elevator  firm,  with  an  increased 
capital  of  $400,000.  The  new  firm  will  con- 
trol twenty  elevators,  and  will  open  flour 
and  feed  businesses  at  several  outside 
points.  Some  idea  of  the  business  situation 
with  this  company  may  be  gathered  from 
the  fact  that  it  has  orders  for  fifty  cars  of 
flour  and  feed  now  in  its  order  books ;  seven- 
teen of  these  are  for  Australia  and  the  bal- 
ance for  outside  points  and  the  territories. 
The  company  will  double  its  capacity  in  the 
mill  next  year.  There  have  been  no  changes 
in  the  rates  of  wages  nor  hours  of  labour, 
and  no  disturbances  in  the  labour  market. 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

The  work  of  seeding  throughout  the  dis- 
trict was  about  completed  on  the  15th  in- 
stant. The  weather  has  been  all  that  could 
be  desired,  and  reports  from  all  points  of 
the  province  are  very  encouraging  from 
an  agricultural  standpoint.  The  average 
increase  over  last  year's  acreage  will  be 
fifteen  per  cent,  and  if  favourable  condi- 
tions continue  throughout  the  season  Mani- 
toba anticipates  another  record  crop.  The 
same  statement  applies  to  the  Territories. 

The  Brandon  Machine  Works  have  orders 
for  all  the  threshing  engines  that  they  can 
manufacture  this  season. 

There  is  a  large  staff  of  men  employed 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company, 
building  the  line  from  Areola  to  Regina,  a 
distance  of  about  130  miles,  which  is  ex- 
pected to  be  completed  this  summer.  Con- 
struction work  on  the  branch  line  has  not 
commenced  yet. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers  and  ma- 
sons are  fully  employed.  Carpenters  and 
joiners  are  working  overtime.  Lathers  and 
plasterers  are  very  busy.  Paperhangers  are 
not  very  busy  but  painters  are  doing  a 
good  trade  with  openings  for  good  men. 
Plumbers  report  trade  fairly  good,  but  no 


openings.  Gas  and  steam  fitters  are  fairly 
busy.  Stone  cutters  are  busy.  Builders' 
labourers  are  steadily  employed. 

Metal  and  engineering  trades. — Machin- 
ists are  working  full  time.  A  large  number 
of  English  machinists  have  come  here  ; 
some  have  found  work  in  local  shops,  others 
on  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
Twenty-seven  Scotch  machinists  went  last 
week  to  work  for  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  at  western  points.  A  large 
number  of  linemen  have  been  employed 
here  this  summer.  Blacksmiths  are  fairly 
busy. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Upholsterers  are  fully  employed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — With  prin- 
ters, trade  is  good. 

Clothing  trades.— Journeymen  tailors  are 
working  overtime;  some  openings  for  good 
men. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
and  confectioners  report  trade  good.  But- 
chers and  meat  cutters  are  busy.  Trade  is 
good  with  ice  cutters  and  drivers.  Cigar- 
makers  and  tobacco  workers  are  fairly 
busy. 

Miscellaneous. — Clerks,  stenographers 
and  delivery  employees  are  fully  employed. 

Transport — Men  engaged  in  railway  busi- 
ness in  all  its  lines  are  very  busy,  owing 
to  the  increase  of  passenger  and  freight 
traffic. 

Unskilled  labour. — There  is  a  large  num- 
ber of  men  not  working  in  this  city  at  pre- 
sent. They  are  mostly  new  arrivals  from 
England.  Scotch  farm  labourers  find 
steady  employment  with  farmers  as  soon  as 
they  arrive.  Farmers  throughout  the  dis- 
trict are  enquiring  for  this  class  of  men. 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

The  business  situation  throughout  the 
district  is  very  satisfactory  from  a  com- 
mercial and  agricultural  standpoint.  East- 
ern firms  have  done  a  good  business  through 
their  travellers.  The  amount  of  trade  on 
the  branch  lines  -has  increased  beyond  ex- 
pectation.      A  great  amount  of  property 
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has  changed  hands.  Settlers  coming  in 
with  capital  have  purchased  improved 
farms.  The  American  Emigration  Com- 
pany has  just  closed  a  deal  with  capitalists 
in  the  United  States  and  the  east  for 
twenty-three  and  one  half  sections  of  land 
south  of  Moosomin,  on  which  they  intend 
placing  a  large  number  of  American  set- 
tlers. 

CALGAEY,  ALTA.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Milliken,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  past  month  has  been  a  very  active 
one  in  all  lines,  .much  more  work  being  in 
evidence  than  a  year  ago.  Mechanics  of 
all  classes  were  very  busy,  and  in  almost 
every  line  the  limit  of  production  was 
reached.  Good  men  are  in  steady  demand 
and  wages  better  than  last  year  in  almost 
all  lines.  Ordinary  labourers  alone  are  the 
exception,  as  the  market  for  this  class  of 
labour  is  overcrowded  by  the  influx  of  set- 
tlers and  will  in  all  probability  be  so  for 
some  time.  The  building  trades  are  hav- 
ing a  busy  month,  many  large  buildings 
being  now  in  course  of  erection  in  the 
business  part  of  the  city,  while  on  nearly 
every  street  new  dwellings  have  been 
started.  The  C.P.R.  Co.  contemplates  large 
improvements  to  its  yard  and  station, 
the  yard  to  be  enlarged  and  the  present  sta- 
tion to  be  replaced  with  a  large  structure 
of  Calgary  sandstone.  In  mercantile  cir- 
cles the  same  activity  is  seen,  the  amount 
of  business  done  by  both  wholesale  and  re- 
tail firms  being  larger  than  last  year,  sev- 
eral new  business  places  having  been  open- 
ed up  this  spring  and  a  large  grocery  being 
about  to  be  opened. 

The  building  trades  were  disturbed  by  a 
strike  of  carpenters  which  occurred  on  the 
15th  inst.  The  union  claimed  that  the 
contractors  were  employing  non-union 
men  and  notified  the  secretary  of  the 
Builders'  Association,  that  on  May  15  they 
would  refuse  to  work  with  such  men.  On 
the  date  named  accordingly  the  men  ceased 


work,  claiming  that  the'  contractors  had 
broken  their  agreement  which  gave  the  union 
the  right  to  object  to  any  non-union  man. 
On  the  following  day  the  matter  was  settled, 
the  contractors  recognizing  the  claims  of 
the  union.  The  city  teamsters  have  made  a 
demand  upon  the  employers  for  $50  per 
month  with  ten  hours  per  day  from  Mon- 
day to  Friday  and  9  hours  on  Saturday, 
said  scale  to  go  in  operation  June  1.  Xo 
agreement  has  been  reached  as  yet. 

COXDITTOY   OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Railroad  employees  are  busy,  especially 
the  maintenance-of-way  men  and  bridge 
crews.  Work  in  this  line  can  always  be 
serured  by  good  men,  bridge  men  are  get- 
ting $2.65  a  day  for  ten  hours'  work,  and 
expect  an  increase  from  present  negotia- 
tions with  company.  Bridgemen  work 
much  overtime  and  men  in  this  calling 
make  good  money  and  have  steady  work. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — The  building  trades; 
are  all  busy  and  mechanics  are  in  demand, 
especially  carpenters,  who  are  working  0 
hours  at  a  minimum  wage  of  $2.50  and 
paying  from  $4.50  to  $5  per  week  for  board. 
Stone  workers  are  also  in  good  demand  and 
will  continue  so  as  several  large  blocks  are 
to  be  built  this  year.  Good  bricklayers  can 
always  find  employment  here  in  M-ason 
either  in  the  city  or  northward.  The  wages- 
vary  in  the  different  towns  from  $4.50  to 
$5  for  9  hours  and  as  high  as  $6.50  for  ten 
hours  was  given  last  year  for  first-class 
men. 

'Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  kept  busy, 
mostly  on  repair  work.  There  is  a  good  de- 
mand for  such  men  in  the  district,  many 
villages  and  towns  being  dependent  upon 
carpenters  for  such  work. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  print- 
ing trades  are  very  active.  The  Herald,  the 
oldest  of  the  local  papers,  is  about  to  en 
a  large  building,  the  present  one  being" 
found  inadequate  to  the  growing  demands 
of  the  business. 
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Leather  trades — Saddlers  and  harness 
makers  are  kept  steadily  employed,  every 
year  sees  a  larger  demand  for  this  class  of 
goods. 

Miscellaneous. — Hotel  employees  are  all 
busy  ^and  there  is  a  steady  demand,  espe- 
cially for  help  in  dining  rooms. 

Transport. — Teamsters  are  busy  and  are 
demanding  $50  for  ten  hours  and  nine  on 
Saturday. 

Unskilled  labour. — Much  skilled  labour  is 
being  employed  and  the  good  man  usually 
secures  work.  The  market,  however,  is 
crowded  and  men  easily  obtainable. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Alberta  generally  is  enjoying  great  pros- 
perity. Mechanics  in  the  building  trades 
are  in  demand  in  all  the  towns  excepting 
around  Edmonton,  where  stone  workers  are 
not  needed,  not  much  stone  being  used. 
Bricklayers  are  sure  of  work  anywhere 
within  the  setlted  districts,  and  black- 
smiths are  also  being  asked  for.  Merchants 
and  liverymen  are  busy  in  all  towns  and 
villages  and  many  good  openings  exist  in 
small  northern  towns. 

KOSSLAND,   B.C.,  AND   DISTEICT. 

Mr.  Roland  A.  Laird,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

DISTRICT   NOTES. 

Fine  weather  has  prevailed  throughout 
the  Kootenays  and  Boundary  country  dur- 
ing the  major  portion  of  May,  the  lower  al- 
titudes enjoying  sumer  warmth  through- 
out the  month.  The  effect  has  been  shown 
from  an  industrial  standpoint  by  more  or 
less  activity  in  the  building  line,  and  a 
general  return  to  the  hills  of  prospectors 
and  claim-owners. 

The  effect  of  the  coke  shortage  has  by  no 
means  been  wholly  overcome,  however,  and 
it  is  this  feature  that  prevents  the  return 
of  the  gold-copper  producing  districts  to  full 

prosperity.     The  uncertainty  in  respect  to 
the  silver-head  industry,  which  has  received 


much  publicity  during  the  past  few  months, 
also  has  its  effect  in  the  lead-producing  dis- 
tricts, the  Slocan  and  central  east  Koote- 
nay  in  particular. 

In  the  Rossland  camp,  and,  according  to 
report,  in  the  Kootenays  and  Boundary 
generally,  a  feeling  of  confidence  in  the 
immediate  future's  developments  has  mani- 
fested itself  with  beneficial  results.  Local- 
ly half  a  dozen  mines  are  operating  after 
being  closed  down  for  six  months  to  three 
years.  This  has  given  employment  to  a  few 
additional  miners  with  the  promise,  when 
necessary  preliminary  work  is  completed, 
of  employing  a  considerable  additional 
force  of  men.  In  addition  extensive  con- 
struction work  is  planned  at  various  mines. 
The  Spitzee  Company  has  taken  the  initia- 
tive in  erecting  new  head  works-  compressor 
building  and  other  mine  structures.  These 
are  well  under  way  at  the  present  moment. 
The  Kootenay  mine  is  preparing  plans  for 
a  $25,000  tramway,  the  Jumbo  is  to  have  a 
tramway,  the  Le  Hoi  Two  Company  has 
broken  ground  for  a  concentrator,  the 
White  Bear  has  prepared  plans  for  new 
mine  buildings  and  concentrator,  and  the 
War  Eagle  and  Centre  Star  companies  have 
a  concentrator  in  contemplation.  The  sum 
total  of  the  foregoing  represents  an  invest- 
ment in  buildings  and  plant  of  approxi- 
mately a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars,  and 
the  distribution  of  the  normal  percentage 
of  this  sum  in  wages  will  afford  steady  and 
remunerative  employment  for  men  in  the 
building  trades. 

.  At  Trail  the  smelting  company  has  in 
contemplation  the  construction  of  zinc 
indut  ry  works.  If  its  plans  in  this  direc- 
tion materialize,  a  large  number  of  men  in 
the  building  trades  will  be  employed. 

Throughout  the  Lardeau  country  bright 
reports  are  to  hand.  Numerous  mines  are^ 
improving  their  facilities  by  the  erection  of 
new  works  and  tramways,  with  the  result 
that  a  busy  season  in  the  building  trades 
is  looked  for.  The  ultimate  end  of  the  new 
works  is,  of  course,  to  increase  the  produc- 
tion of  ores  so  that  additional  miners  will 
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be  employed  as  soon  as  the  improvements 
are  completed. 

In  East  Kootenay  lumbering  and  coal 
mining  are  exceptionally  active.  The  lum- 
ber mills  are  turning  out  every  foot  of  ma- 
terial their  plants  can  produce,  and  a  ready 
market  is  found  in  the  North-west  Terri- 
tories. The  coal  mines  are  operating 
quietly,  and  a  repetition  of  the  labour  trou- 
ble is  not  expected.  It  is  a  fact,  however, 
that  large  parties  of  Chinamen  are  being 
brought  into  the  coal  fields  to  perform  cer- 
tain work.  Last  week  one  party  of  250 
Chinamen  passed  through  Nelson  for  Fer- 
nie. 

In  the  Boundary  country  the  coke  short- 
age is  still  felt  rather  severely,  but  the  gen- 
eral feeling  is  hopeful  and  the  outlook  for 
a  good  summer  in  all  lines  is  bright. 

NEW  WESTMINSTEK,  B.C.,  AND 
DISTKICT. 

Mr.  George  Hargreaves,  Correspondent, 
reports  as  follows : — 

GFNEBAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

A  general  activity  has  prevailed  in  all 
branches  of  labour  during  the  past  month, 
especially  in  the  building  trades  and  in  the 
unskilled  branches.  A  demand  is  still 
made  for  carpenters,  printers,  painters, 
blacksmiths  and  women,  girls  and  boys  to 
work  in  the  can  factory.  Local  hardware 
firms  report  that  they  have  been  exceed- 
ingly busy  during  the  past  month,  more  so 
than  for  months  before.  A  good  business 
is  being  done  in  farming  implements.  The 
retail  firms  report  business  brisk  with  pros- 
pects bright  for  a  good  season's  trade.  Pre-, 
parations  are  also  being  actively  pushed 
on  the  Eraser  River  and  unusually  large 
quantities  of  cans  are  being  made  for  the 
season's  packs.  The  ship  yards  ar  exper- 
iencing a  boom  in  scow  and  boat  building 
for  the  fishing  industry.  Owing  to  labour 
troubles  in  Nanaimo  the  local  coal  dealers 
are  experiencing  a  shortage  of  coal.  The 
unions  are  forming  a  trades  and  labour 
council.    The  hardware  merchants  and  tin- 


smiths have  agred  to  close  their  respective 
places  of  business  on  Saturdays  between 
the  hours  of  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
and  seven  in  the  evening,  commencing 
from  the  1st  day  of  May.    \ 

CONDITION  OF   LOCAL   INDUSTRIES. 

Fishing. — During  the  past  month  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Fishermen  met  to  consider 
the"  offer  of  the  canners  for  sockeye  salmon 
for  the  coming  season.  The  price  offered 
was  not  considered  sufficient,  and  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  meet  the  canners 
with  a  view  to  securing  a  better  price  and  to 
report  at  an  early  date.  The  run  of  spring 
salmon  is  light  and  not  many  men  are  em- 
ployed at  present.  The  cold  storage  com- 
pany has  re-commissioned  the  halibut 
schooner  that  it  used  last  season  and  is 
making  regular  trips  to  the  banks  with 
gcod  results. 

Lumbering. — A  general  activity  prevails 
in  all  branches  of  the  above  industry,  a 
large  export  trade  with  the  North-west  being 
carried  on.  For  some  time  back  the  mills 
have  been  suffering  owing  to  a  shortage  of 
cars,  but  at  the  present  time  this  matter  has 
been  remedied.  The  box  factories  are  very 
busy  at  present  preparing  boxes  and  crates 
for  the  season's  fish  and  fruit  pack. 

Railroad  construction. — The  new  rail- 
way, which  has  been  under  construction  for 
several  months  from  Cloverdale  to  Port 
Guichon,"  on  the  Great  Northern,  and  con- 
necting with  steam  ferry  for  Sidney,  near 
Victoria,  is  complete  and  in  operation.  The 
new  railroad  for  the  same  company  in  course 
of  construction  from  this  city  to  Vancou- 
ver, is  being  pushed  ahead  as  fast  as  men 
can  be  obtained. 

CONDITION  OF   PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Bricklayers,  masons 
and  plasterers  report  work  plentiful  with 
work  ahead.  Carpenters  and  joiners  are 
in  demand.  In  some  cases  wages  have  in- 
creased from  $3  to  $3.50  for  nine  hours. 
Painters  and  paperhangers  are  very  busy. 
A  demand  for  additional  help  is  being 
made.    The  spring  work  is  now  under  way 
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and  a  large  amount  of  outside  work  is  be- 
ing done.  Dating  from  the  1st,  of  May  the 
plumbers  will  work  eight  hours  per  day 
instead  of  nine  as  heretofore,  wages  to  be 
fifty  cents  per  hour.  The  scale  of  wages 
paid  prior  to  that  date  ran  from  $3  to  $3.50 
for  nine  hours. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — The  metal  and  engineering  trades 
report  all  branches  busy  with  demand  for 
men  in  many  of  the  branches.  Shipwrights 
and  caulkers  report  work  good  with  all 
hands  fully  employed. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
A  demand  for  shingle  weavers  is  constantly 
being  made. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Printers  re- 
port work  very  brisk  with  a  demand  for 
men. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — With 
cigarmakers  work  was  slack  during  the 
past  month. 

Miscellaneous. — The  master  barbers  have 
formed  a  regular  schedule  of  prices  to  ap- 
ply to  all  shops  here.  One  or  two  slight 
increases  in  charges  are  made. 

Unskilled  labour. — Men  are  in  demand. 
A  large  number  will  be  engaged  for  work 
in  the  district.  The  Japanese  employees 
at  one  of  the  saw-mills  struck  work  for  a 
few  hours.  The  trouble  arose  between  the 
Japanese  boss  and  the  men,  the  latter  claim- 
ing that  they  were  overcharged  for  sup- 
plies. 

DISTRICT    NOTES. 

Cloverdale. — Another  new  shingle  mill 
is  being  erected,  and  will  soon  be  cutting. 
Town  lots  have  advanced  in  price  since 
the  branch  of  the  Great  Northern  was 
opened,  and  quite  a  number  of  sales  were 
made.  Houses  are  scarce  here  and  one 
cannot  be  rented  at  the  present  time.  A 
number  of  new  houses  are  in  course  of 
erection. 

Throughout  the  district  work  is  plentiful 
and  a  demand  for  farm  help  is  being  made. 
A  large  number  of  new  settlers  are  pur- 
chasing farms   and  settling. 


VANCOUVER,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  George  Bartley,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : 

GENERAL    CONDITION    OF    THE    LABOUR    MARKET- 

Work  in  the  building  trades  still  remains 
brisk  and  the  demand  for  carpenters  and 
joiners,  bricklayers  and  masons  has  been 
fairly  good.  Owing  to  the  strikes  of  the 
miners  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  the  local 
teamsters  and  longshoremen  and  freight- 
handlers  here,  however,  the  supply  of  un- 
skilled and  semi-unskilled  labour  has  been 
in  excess  of  the  demand.  The  strike 
of  the  carpenters  and  joiners  at  Vic- 
toria has  driven  quite  a  number  to 
tms  port,  but  in  nearly  every  instance 
they  have  found  employment.  Local 
dealers  state  that  business,  both  in  the 
city  and  with  outside  points,  comes  up 
to  expectations.  The  trade  of  the  North, 
i.e.,  the  Northern  part  of  British  Columbia 
and  the  Yukon  Territory,  has  now  started, 
and  from  present  indications  Vancouver 
will  again  secure  a  large  share  of  the  busi- 
ness. Several  good  orders  have  already 
been  received.  Large  shipments  of  straw- 
berries and  cherries  have  arrived  from  Cal- 
ifornia, and  for  the  latter  fruit  the  prices 
vary  every  day.  After  reaching  almost 
famine  prices  hay  has  dropped  to  $18  and 
$20  per  ton.  The  fine  weather  now  prevail- 
ing enables  the  farmers  to  turn  their  stock 
out  to  feed,  thus  lessening  the  demand  for 
hay.  The  mine  (hydraulic  placer)  at  Cari- 
boo employs  about  four  hundred  men  dur- 
ing six  months  in  the  year,  causing  an  ex- 
penditure in  agricultural  supplies  annually 
amounting  to  some  $200,000.  There  is 
room  for  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  more 
such  plants  in  that  district.  The  Trades 
and  Labour  Council  has  decided  to  issue 
1,500  shares  at  $2  each  for  the  purchasing 
outright  of  Union  Hall. 

CONDITION  OF  PARTICULAR  TRADES. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — With  electrical  workers  work  is 
fair,  but  demand  for  men  poor,  as  there  are 
plenty  of  men  on  the  ground;  the  same 
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condition  applies  to  linemen.  Blacksmiths 
find  work  good.  There  is  a  slight  demand 
for  competent  boilermakers. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Upholsterers  find  work  brisk,  but  enough 
men  to  meet  all  requirements.  This  trade 
has  just  organized  a  union,  and  will  shortly 
draft  a  new  schedule  of  wages.  At  pre- 
sent in  British  Columbia  there  is  a  scarcity 
of  shingle  sawyers,  and  many  Chinese  are 
finding  employment  in  that  capacity.  The 
prices  paid  sawyers  in  Vancouver  is  from 
13i  to  14  cents  per  thousand.  It  is  gen- 
erally recognized  that  a  fair  sawyer  under 
ordinary  conditions  will  cut  an  average  of 
2G  thousand  a  day,  which  gives  him  a  com- 
pensation of  from  $3.50  to  $3.60  a  day. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — The  journey- 
men and  employing  printers  have  arrived 
at  an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  hours 
of  labour  to  be  worked  by  the  job  men. 
Beginning  on  May  12th  the  day's  work  will 
be  8-1  hours,  and  on  May  12th,  1904,  the 
eight-hour  day  is  to  go  into  effect.  The 
wages  will  remain  at  $21  a  week. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Employ- 
ees of  the  British  Columbia  Sugar  Refin- 
ing Company  have  secured  better  condi- 
tions; only  men  employed  over  one  year 
are  affected.  Those  previously  receiving 
20  cents  an  hour  now  get  25  cents;  those 
who  got  20  cents,  now  get  274  cents,  and  bo 
on  up  the  scale.  A  bonus  is  also  granted 
to  all  employees  who  have  been  over  four 
years  in  the  service. 

Miscellaneous.  —  Clerks  and  stenogra- 
phers report  no  demand  for  men.  Plenty 
of  young  men  in  these  lines  are  out  of 
work,  and  wages  are  only  enough  to  r>ay  for 
board. 

VICTORIA,  B.C.,  AND  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  J.  D.  McNiven,  Correspondent,  re- 
ports as  follows  : — 

GENERAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  LABOUR  MARKET. 

The  condition  of  the  labour  market  dur- 
ing May  was  rather  unfavourable,  and 
business  generally  was  not  as  good  as 
usual  for  the  season  of  the  year.     Oil  May 


1st  the  carpenters  went  on  strike  for  a 
minimum  wage  of  $3.50  for  an  eight  hour 
day,  the  building  association  having  re- 
fused to  accede  to  their  demands.  Dur- 
ing the  first  half  of  the  month  negotia- 
tions were  entered  into  with  a  view  of  set- 
tling the  difficulty,  but  a  basis  satisfactory 
to  both  parties  could  not  be  agreed  upon. 
As  a  result  building  operations  are  almost 
entirely  suspended,  and  many  carpenters 
are  leaving  the  city.  The  carriage  black- 
smiths' strike  which  commenced  on  April 
1st  was  settled  on  May  11th  by  the  de- 
mands of  the  blacksmiths'  union,  as  pub- 
lished in  the  last  issue  of  the  Gazette,  be- 
ing conceeded  in  full.      The  retail  clothers 

have  petitioned  the  city  council,  asking 
for  a  by-law  to   compel   all  merchants   in 

the  trade  to  close  their  establishments  at 
6  p.m.,  except  Saturdays  and  evenings  pre- 
ceding holidays.  The  Royal  Commission 
appointed  by  the  Dominion  government  to 
enquire  into  the  labour  troubles  of  the  pro- 
vince held  a  session  here  from  May  11th 
to  15th,  and  examined  a  large  number  of 
witnesses.  A  movement  has  been  sent  on 
foot  by  the  Trades  and  Labour  Council 
looking  to  the  establishment  of  a  school  for 
technical  education  in  this  city. 

CONDITION   OF   LOCAL    INDUSTRIES. 

Sealing  schooners  engaged  in  the  coast 
cruise  are  returning  to  port,  and  announce 
an  unsuccessful  season.  Three  of  the  fleet 
have  yet  to  report. 

The  mining  committee  of  the  legislature 
has  refused  to  entertain  the  recommenda- 
tions made  by  the  Placer  Mining  Com- 
mittee of  the  Provincial  Mining  Associa- 
tion for  amendments  to  the  Placer  Mining 
Act.  The  committee  of  the  legislature  will 
recommend  to  the  government  that  the  lat- 
ter take  no  action  this  year,  but  circulate 
the  proposed  amendments  in  the  placer 
mining  districts  to  obtain  the  view  of  those 
chiefly  interested  preparatory  to  taking  the 
matter  up  at  the  next  session  of  the  house. 

CONDITION   OF   PARTICULAR   TRADES. 

Building  trades. — Building  operations 
are    practically    at    a    standstill    owing    to 
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the  carpenters'  strike.  Some  few  buildings 
are  in  course  of  construction,  but  the  pro- 
gress is  slow.  Bricklayers  and  masons  are 
fully  employed,  the  Imperial  government 
having  a  large  staff  at  work  at  the  bar- 
racks. A  few  non-union  c'arpenters  and 
handy  men  are  at  work.  Painters  and 
decorators  are  very  busy.  Plumbers,  stone- 
cutters and  builders'  labourers  report  trade 
dull. 

Metal,  engineering  and  shipbuilding 
trades. — Iron  moulders  are  fully  employed. 
Machinists  report  trade  dull.  Electrical 
workers,  linemen  and  blacksmiths  report 
fair  employment.  With  boilermakers  and 
iron  shipbuilders  work  is  not  as  brisk  as 
it  had  been.  Shipwrights  and  caulkers  re- 
port a  similar  condition. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing  trades. — 
Carriage  and  wagon  makers  are  fully  em- 
ployed. 

Printing  and  allied  trades. — Business  has 
been  steady  throughout  the  month,  absorb- 
ing all  surplus  labour  in  the  different 
branches  of  the  trade. 


Clothing  trades. — Journeymen  tailors  re- 
port trade  dull.  The  garment  factories  are 
still  running  to  their  full  capacity. 

Food  and  tobacco  preparation. — Bakers 
have  had  a  good  month.  Cigarmakers  re- 
port trade  as  quiet,  but  a  slight  improve- 
ment over  last  month. 

Leather  trades. — Harness  makers  are 
very  busy,  necessitating  overtime  in  some 
shops. 

Transport. — Navigation  has  opened  on 
the  northern  rivers,  and  all  idle  marine 
engineers,  masters  and  mates  are  given 
employment.  Steamboat  men  generally 
are  well  employed.  Nearly  all  the  fire- 
men, oilers  and  deckhands  who- were  in  the 
strike  against  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company  have  found  employment. 
Street  railway  men  report  all  hands  work- 
ing. # 

Unskilled  labour. — The  Labourers'  Pro- 
tective Union,  which  embraces  in  its  mem- 
bership a  large  percentage  of  the  unskilled 
class  of  the  city,  reports  every  member 
fully  employed.  While  there  is  a  large 
amount  of  work  on  hand  there  is  no  de- 
mand  for   help. 


SITTINGS    OF    THE    ROYAL   LABOUR   COMMISSION,  B.C. 


The  Royal  Labour  Commission  appointed 
to  investigate  the  nature  and  causes  of 
existing  and  recent  disputes  in  the  province 
of  British  Columbia  held  continuous  sit- 
tings throughout  the  month  of  May  at 
various  points  on  Vancouver  Island.  The 
main  subjects  of  investigation  were  the 
existing  strikes  at  Ladysniith  and  Cumber- 
land in  the  mines  of  the  Wellington  Col- 
liery Company,  at  those  places.  The  Com- 
mission also  held  a  week's  sittings  at  Victo- 
ria and  short  sessions  at  Nanaimo  and  Ex- 
tension. The  inquiries  have  been  conduct- 
ed in  a  judicial  manner  throughout,  all 
witnesses  having  been  examined  under  oath 
and  the  parties  to  existing  disputes  repre- 
sented by  counsel  most  of  the  time.  The 
Commission  has  compelled  the  production 


of  all  documents  and  correspondence  having 
a  bearing  upon  the  questions  at  issue,  and 
has  also  required  the  agents  of  the  several 
telegraph  companies  to  produce  copies  of 
all  telegrams  relating  to  matters  before  the 
Commission  which  have  passed  through 
their  offices  during  the  past  three  months. 

At  all  of  the  points  where  sittings  have 
been  held  the  Commissioners  have  invited 
evidence  from  parties  interested,  and  where 
this  has  not  been  volunteered  persons 
known  to  have  a  knowledge  of  existing  con- 
ditions and  whose  opinions  might  be  re- 
garded as  authoratative  have  been  subpoe- 
naed, and  the  sittings  at  that  place  were 
continued  there  during  that  week. 

The  main  points  at  issue  in  the  disputes 
at   Lady  smith   and    Cumberland   were   the 
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refusal  of  the  Wellington  Colliery  Company 
to  recognize  the  Western  Federation  of 
Miners,  or  to  allow  its  employees  to  be 
members  of  a  local  trade  union.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  company  and  its  more  promin- 
ent officers  were  examined  at  length  as  to 
the  company's  attitude  towards  its  men  in 
this  regard,  and  a  large  number  of  miners 
at  both  places  related  the  experience  which 
they  had  had  in  consequence  of  the  com- 
pany's attitude.  The  situation  leading  up 
to  the  formation  of  the  local  branches  of 
the  Western  Federation  at  Ladysmith  and 
Cumberland,  and  to  the  causes  of  the 
strikes  at  each  of  these  places  were  gone 
into  at  considerable  length.  Much  evidence 
was  produced,  both  on  behalf  of  and  against 
the  Western  Federation  of  Miners.  At 
Ladysmith  a  considerable  amount  of  evi- 
dence was  also  given  in  regard  to  the  'alleg- 
ed compelling  by  the  company  of  its  em- 
ployees to  give  up  their  homes  in  Extension, 
where  the  mines  are  situated  and  live  at 
Ladysmith  on  penalty  of  being  dismissed 
from  the  company's  employ  on  refusal. 
Several  efforts  were  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners at  both  Ladysmith  and  Cumberland 
to  assist  the  parties  in  reaching  a  settle- 
ment had  been  arrived  at  at  rthe  close  of  the 
month. 

At  Victoria  the  Commissioners  examined 


at  some  length  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  existing  steamboatmen's  strike  was 
inaugurated,  and  the  relation  of  this  strike 
to  the  existing  United  Brotherhood  of  Rail- 
way Employees  strike  at  Vancouver.  Evi- 
dence was  also  taken  in  regard  to  the  nature 
and  cause  of  all  of  the  important  strikes 
which  have  taken  place  in  Victoria  during 
the  past  three  years. 

Apart  from  the  matters  pertaining  imme- 
diately to  existing  disputes,  the  Commis- 
sioners have  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
view  of  the  officers  of  all  unions  examined, 
prominent  labour  men,  employers  and  busi- 
ness men  in  regard  to  the  more  important 
questions  arising  at  the  present  time  out  of 
industrial  disputes,  such,  for  example,  as 
the  methods  most  likely  to  prove  successful 
in  preventing  their  occurrence,  or  of  effect- 
ing their  termination,  the  justifiability  of 
sympathetic  strikes,  the  advisability  of  in- 
corporation of  labour  unions,  the  effects  of 
international  affiliation  and  the  like.  On 
all  of  these  points  the  Commission  has 
gathered  a  vast  amount  of  important  and 
suggestive  information. 

The  sittings  of  the  Commission  are  being 
continued  during  the  present  month  on  the 
mainland  at  Vancouver,  Rossland  and  Fer- 
ine, and  will  probably  be  concluded  before 
its  close. 


APPOINTMENT  OF  A  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  TRANSPORTATION. 


IN  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, with  which 
the  present  session  of  the  Dominion 
Parliament  was  opened  on  March  12  last, 
the  announcement  was  made  that  a  trans- 
portation commission  would  be  appointed 
by  the  Government,  and  in  this  connection, 
a  report  was  submitted  to  Council  by  the 
Hon.  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  on 
April  16th.  The  report  was  formally  adopt- 
ed during  May,  and  a  statement  in  re- 
gard to  the  personnel  and  other  important 
features  of  the  commission  was  made  to 
the  House  of  Commons  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Prime  Minister,  on  the  26th  of  the 
month. 


The  Premier's  Statement. 

In  his  announcement  to  the  House  of 
Commons  the  Right  Hon.  the  Prime  Min- 
ister stated  that  the  transportation  prob- 
lem resolved  itself  in  his  opinion  into  three 
parts  :  first,  there  was  the  question  of 
water  transportation,  chiefly  connected  with 
the  matter  of  terminals  ;  secondly,  there 
was  the  transportation  question  as  it 
affected  the  new  and  rapidly  growing 
settlements  in  the  prairie  sections  ; 
and  thirdly,  there  was  the  question  of 
to  the  seaboard.  It  was  the  first  of  these, 
according  to  the  Premier,  that  the  govern- 
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ment  had  chiefly  in  mind  when,  at  the  open- 
ing of  Parliament  it  declared  its  intention 
to  appoint  a  commission.  The  public  works 
being  carried  on  at  various  points  of  the 
water  system  of  Canada  at  the  present 
time,  were  referred  to  by  the  Premier,  and 
the  necessity  of  some  comprehensive  plan 
of  procedure  in  this  connection  pointed  out 
as  the  chief  reason  for  requiring  the 
report  of  a  commission  of  experts.  The 
personnel  of  the  commission  was  provi- 
sionally announced  as  being  made  up  of 
Sir  William  Van  Home,  Mr.  John  Ber- 
tram of  Toronto,  and  Mr.  E.  C.  Fry  of 
Quebec. 

Scope  of  the  Commission. 

On  the  day  following,  in  accordance  with 
the  Premier's  declaration,  full  particulars 
relating  to  the  organization  and  terms  of 
the  commission  were  laid  upon  the  table 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  scope  of  the 
commission  and  the  duties  to  be  entrusted 
to  it,  as  outlined  in  the  Order  in  Council, 
approved  of  by  the  Governor  General  in 
Council  on  May  12,  being  fully  explained. 
The  portions  of  the  Order  in  Council  refer- 
ring more  immediately  to  the  reasons  for 
the  apopintment  of  the  commisison  are  as 
follows  : — 

The  Minister  of  Public  Works  has  had 
under  consideration  questions  affecting  the 
transportation  of  Canadian  products  to  the 
markets  of  the  world  through  and  by  Canadian 
ports,  with  a  view  of  placing  the  Canadian 
producer  in  a  position  to  compete,  and  com- 
pete successfully  through  all-Canadian  chan- 
nels, with  the  producers  and  exporters  of  other 
countries.  The  minister  submits,  that  it  may 
be  assumed  that  grain  and  other  products  will 
naturally  seek  their  markets  by  the  cheapest 
routes,  and  therefore  the  method  of  obtaining 
the  object  desired  should  be  to  make  the  Cana- 
dian routes  cheaper  and  more  convenient  than 
competing  routes. 

That  the  development  of  northwestern  Can- 
ada has  manifested  the  inability  of  existing 
Canadian  transportation  agencies  to  take  care 
of  Canadian  products. 

That  our  agricultural  exports  can  only  com- 
mand the  prices  over  seas  to  which  their 
natural  excellence  entitles  them  when  they 
cease  to  be  confounded  and  confused  with  the 
inferior  and  often  adulterated  articles  pro- 
duced elsewhere,  and  to  preserve  their  sepa- 
rate identity  they  must  go  through  Canadian 
channels. 


Questions  for  Consideration. 

It  is  further  pointed  out  that  the  ques- 
tions to  be  considered  by  the  commission 
are  exceedingly  complicated  and  involved, 
including  the  transportation  of  western 
products  from  the  places  of  their  production 
to  the  markets  of  the  world.  This,  ac- 
cording to  the  Order  in  Council,  involves 
the  question  of  their  transportation  from 
the  places  of  their  production  to  Cana- 
dian sea  ports,  from  the  places  of  produc- 
tion to  the  western  ports  of  Lake  Superior, 
from  the  western  ports  of  Lake  Superior 
to  Canadian  sea  ports,  from  Canadian  sea 
ports  to  Europe,  and  from  the  places  of 
production  through  Canadian  ports  on  the 
Pacific.  It  also  involves  the  movement  of 
the  products  of  the  eastern  provinces  of 
Canada  to  the  sea  ports  and  from  the  sea 
ports  to  Europe. 

'  It  is  obvious,'  according  to  the  Minis- 
ter's statement,  '  that  before  any  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  can  be  reached  upon  these 
questions  a  thorough  and  comprehensive 
inquiry  should  be  made  regarding  the  con- 
ditions of  original  shipment  and  the  pos- 
sibilities of  improvement  in  the  conditions 
surrounding  such  shipments,  the  storage 
requirements  of  lake,  river  and  ocean  ports, 
the  harbour  facilities  of  the  inland  lakes, 
rivers,  and  Atlantic  and  Pacific  ports,  the 
conditions  with  regard  to  the  navigation 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  route,  and  generally 
any  improvements,  enlargements,  or  other 
matter  affecting  the  more  economical  and 
satisfactory  use  of  any  Canadian  channel 
of  transportation  by  land  or  water.  The 
Minister  further  states  that  in  making 
such  investigations  attention  should  not 
be  confined  to  routes  and  facilities  which 
are  at  present  utilized,  but,  if  necessary, 
new  surveys  should  be  made  to  determine 
whether  any  more  economical  and  satisfac- 
tory channels  of  transportation  by  water 
can  be  opened  up.' 

The  Opposing  Forces. 

The  forces  operating  against  the  attain- 
ment of  an  all-Canadian  system  of  trans- 
port,  namely,   competition   by   the   United 
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States  railways,  competition  by  United 
States  vessels  from  Lake  Superior  ports, 
and  diversion  of  Canadian  products  through 
eastern  outlets  to  Boston,  Portland  and 
other  United  States  ports,  should  also,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works,  be  investigated,  and  the  best  and 
most  economical  methods  used  by  foreign 
competitors  should  be  carefully  studied  and 
reported  upon.  '  The  Minister  appre- 
hends,' to  quote  the  Order  in  Council,  '  that 
in  these  circumstances  it  devolves  upon 
the  Dominion  Government  to  consider  and 
adopt  the  best  possible  means  of  promoting 
such  measures  as  may  enable  Canada  to 
control  the  transportation  of  her  own  pro- 
ducts, and  it  is  thought  that  the  most  effi- 


cient method  of  conducting  such  an  in- 
quiry and  obtaining  the  required  informa- 
tion is  by  means  of  a  commission  of  com- 
petent and  experienced  experts.'  The  names 
of  the  commission  follow,  the  object  of 
their  appointment  being  stated  to  be  for 
the  purpose  of  making  such  inquiry,  ob- 
taining such  evidence  and  information, 
and  making  such  reports  and  recommenda- 
tions as  in  their  opinion  (and  subject  to 
any  further  instructions  which  may  be  giv- 
en by  the  Governor-General  in  Council)  the 
exigencies  of  the  refenence  may  require. 

The  commission  is  authorized  to  employ 
such  scientific  and  professional  assistance 
as  its  members  may  decide,  and  its  dura- 
tion is  to  be  during  pleasure. 


REPORT  OP  THE  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  SALMON  COMMISSION. 


THE  special  commission,  appointed  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Minister 
of  Marine  and  Fisheries  in  December,  1901, 
to  inquire  into  conditions  in  the  salmon 
fishing  industry  of  British  Columbia, 
handed  in  its  report  on  the  subject  during 
the  course  of  the  month  just  passed.  The 
report  is  signed  by  the  members  of  the  com- 
mission, namely,  Ralph  Smith,  Esq.,  M.P., 
George  Riley,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Aulay  Morrison, 
Esq.,  M.P.,  and  Professor  E.  E.  Prince, 
Commissioner  of  Fisheries,  chairman.  It 
was  not  stated  whether  or  not  the  report  is 
to  be  printed  for  public  distribution. 

Altered  Conditions. 

As  has  been  already  stated  in  the  Labour 
Gazette,  (*)  in  this  connection  the  intro- 
duction of  the  trap  net  on  an  extensive 
scale  during  recent,  years  on  the  American 
shore  has  very  materially  changed  condi- 
tions in  the  salmon  fishing  and  canning 
industry  of  British  Columbia.  Large  por- 
tions of    the    salmon    schools    coming    in 


(*)  A  special  article  reporting  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commission,  the  nature  and  scope 
of  its  investigation,  and  the  evidence  taken  at 
the  sessions  held  at  various  points  in  British 
Columbia  during  January  and  February,  1002, 
was  published  in  the  Labour  Gazette  for  March, 
1902,  page   532. 


from  the  open  sea  through  Fuca  Straits 
and  making  for  the  Fraser  river  are  now 
caught  by  the  traps  of  the  United  States 
canners.  The  cost,  moreover,  of  fish  taken 
by  this  method,  is  considerably  less  than 
that  which  is  imperative  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Canadian  law,  and  the  Canadian 
canner  is  accordingly  stated  to  be  at  a  dis- 
advantage as  compared  with  his  American 
competitors.  The  consequence  has  been  a 
general  discussion  of  the  subject  of  the 
alteration  both  of  the  method  of  fishing 
allowed  under  the  Canadian  law  and  of 
the  general  spirit  of  the  regulations.  It 
was  to  thoroughly  investigate  these  changes 
in  the  situation  that  the  commission  was  ap- 
pointed, and  with  reference  to  which  it  has 
framed  its  report. 

Purse  Seines. 

The  first  recommendation  of  the  commis- 
sioners is  that  the  Act  prohibiting  purse 
seines  should  be  amended  without  delay, 
and  their  use  as  an  experiment  be  per- 
mitted in  British  Columbia  during  the  pre- 
sent season.  In  support  of  their  finding  to 
this  effect,  the  commissioners  state  : 

Purse  seines  are  movable,  and  can  be  so  used 
as  to  capture  the  fish  wherever  they  may  ba 
moving,   so   that   the   Canadian  fishermen  would 
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be  given  increased  opportunities  of  taking  the 
Fraser  River  salmon  before  they  reached  the 
United  States  limits.  Purse  seines  involve  the 
employment  of  considerable  labour,  eight  or 
ten  fishermen  at  least  being  required  to  work  a 
net,  and  it  is  possible  for  a  number  of  fisher- 
men to  combine  together  to  provide  the  tug 
and  gear  necessary  for  working  purse  seines. 
Expensive  methods  of  fishing,  such  as  trap  nets 
appear  inevitably  to  give  a  monopoly  of  the 
fishing  operations  to  capitalists  and  eanners  of 
means,  thus  placing  the  poorer  fishermen  at  a 
disadvantage.  The  use  of  purse  seines  will,  to 
some  extent  at  ;least,  meet  this  difficulty. 
There  are  five  points  in  favour  of  purse  se'nes 
— points  upon  which  great  stress  was  laid  in 
the    evidence    before   the   commission  : 

'  (1)  The  salmon  will  be  caught  before  reach- 
ing  the  United   States   nets.' 

'  (2)  The  schools  of  fish  will  be  broken  up, 
and   the   United   States   catches   lessened.' 

'  (3)  The  British  Columbia  fishing  season  will 
be  lengthened  by  two  or  three  weeks,  because 
the  fish  will  be  caught  earlier,  that  is,  just 
after  entering  the  Strait  of  Fuca.' 

'  (4)  White  fishermen  rather  than  Japs  and 
foreigners   would  be   employed.' 

'  (5)  Purse  seine  privileges  would  be  avail- 
able for  all  parties,  and  would  not  be  monopo- 
lized by  capitalists.' 

Trap  Nets. 

With  regard  to  trap-nets,  the  commis- 
sioners, though  realizing  the  effectiveness 
of  this  method  of  taking  fish  in  large  quan- 
tities and  cheaply,  are  of  the  opinion  that 
it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  trap-nets  can 
be  successfully  operated  on  the  shore  of 
Vancouver  Island,  not  only  because  the 
>fish  may  not  move  sufficiently  close  in 
shore  to  be  taken  by  such  nets,  but  because 
of  the  heavy  seas  and  tides,  which  prevail 
in  these  localities,  and  which  would  render 
the  maintenance  of  trap-nets  extremely 
costly.  There  is  further  a  large  number  of 
fishermen  who  rely  on  gill  netting  in  the 
estuary  of  the  Fraser  river  and  in  the 
Strait  of  Georgia,  and/  these)  would  be 
seriously  affected  by  the  establishment  of 
trap  nets  on  Vancouver  Island.  Though 
it  may  seem  reasonable,  according  to  the 
report,  to  grant  to  the  British  Columbia 
eanners  the  most  efficient  and  economical 
methods  of  fishing,  there  are  still  addi- 
tional details  which  would  have  to  be  con- 
sidered if  trap-nets  were  permitted  to  be 
used.  The  question  of  the  allotment  of 
trap-net  locations  is  one  of  these  ;  the 
suggestions  that  the  government  might 
operate  trap-nets  and  supply  salmon  at 
actual  cost  to  the  eanners,  or  that  the  trap- 


net  locations  might  be  put  up  at  auction, 
being  both,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners, open  to  objections.  As  a  counter 
statement  to  the  objection  of  the  gill-net 
fishermen  to  trap-nets,  it  is  pointed  out 
that  by  prohibiting  Chinese  and  Japanese 
and  other  foreign  labour  on  the  trap-nets 
a  considerable  demand  for  white  labour 
might  be  created. 

Geographical  Limits. 

Representations  made  before  the  com- 
mission by  a  number  of  important  witnesses 
to  the  effect  that  if  trap-nets  and  purse- 
seines  should  be  permitted  they  should  be 
confined  to  the  waters  south  of  the  49th 
parallel,  the  reason  given  being  that  the 
eanners  of  southern  British  Columbia  were 
more  directly  in  competition  with  the 
United  States  traps,  are  combatted  in  the 
report  of  the  commissioners.  The  industry 
in  the  northern  parts  of  British  Columbia, 
according  to  the  report,  has  really  to  face 
American  competition  just  as  much  as  that 
in  the  southern,  and  northern  eanners  have 
the  same  claim  as  the  southern  to  cheap 
methods  of  obtaining  salmon.  These  ob- 
servations would  apply  equally  to  the  in- 
troduction of  trap-nets  and  purse-seines. 

Boat-pullers'  Permits. 

The  commission  recommends  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  boat-pullers'  permits  at  present 
required  by  law.  The  statement  of  the  re- 
port in  this  connection  is  as  follows  : — 

'  The  object  of  the  permits  was  a  good  one. 
It  was  found  that  United  States  and  other  for- 
eign fishermen,  being  prevented  by  our  regula- 
tions from  taking  out  licenses  and  using  a 
fishing  boat  in  our  waters,  induced  some  Bri- 
tish subjects  to  take  out  the  license,  and  they 
were  thus  found  fishing  in  our  boAts  i.nder  the 
guise  of  boat-pullers.  It  was  decided  that  to 
prevent  this  abuse,  the  boat-pullers,  as  well 
as  the  fishermen  should  take  out  a  permit  or 
license,  granted  only  to  British  subjects.  This 
permit  was  granted  at  a  nominal  fee,  and  in- 
deed was  not  required  in  the  case  of  Indians. 
A  good  deal  of  friction,  however,  and  difficulty 
appears  to  have  arisen  from  the  boat-pullers' 
requirement,  and  in  view  of  the  small  advan- 
tage resulting,  the  commissioners  recommend 
that  it  should  be  abolished.' 

The  Hatching  of  Salmon. 
The   commissioners   recommend   the   im- 
mediate  erection   of   hatcheries    at   Rivers 
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Inlet,  Naas  River,  and  three  or  four  other 
points  in  northern  British  Columbia,  these 
waters  being  distant  from  the  United  States 
boundary,  and  the  danger  of  United  States 
fishermen  appropriating  their  results  not 
being  as  great  as  on  Puget  Sound. 

Concluding  Recommendations. 

In  regard  to  the  leading  recommendations 
of  the  report,  a  brief  recommendation  is 
made  in  the  concluding  paragraph  as 
to  the  methods  of  procedure  to  be 
adopted  in  enforcing  them.  It  is  stated, 
acccording  to  the  commissioners,  by  many 
parties   interested  in  the  salmon  industry 


of  the  province,  that  immediate  action  on 
the  part  of  the  government  is  desired,  in 
view  of  the  extensive  preparations  being 
made  by  United  States  canners  this  year 
to  increase  their  pack  of  fish,  which  almost 
wholly  consists  of  Puget  Sound  and  Fraser 
river  salmon.  At  the  same  time  there  are 
many  influential  parties  in  British  Col- 
umbia who  feel  that  caution  and  circum- 
spect action  is  absolutely  necessary.  '  X o 
doubt  haste  might,  work  serious  injury/ 
the  report  concludes,  '  and  very  deliberate 
steps  on  that  account  would  appear  to  be 
most  justifiable.' 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  ONTARIO  LABOUR  BUREAU. 


THE  third  report  issued  by  the  Labour 
Bureau  of  Ontario,  was  presented  to 
the  legislature  of  that  province  during 
April,  and  covers  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1902,  the  third  year  of  the  existence 
of  the  bureau.  In  the  introductory  notice 
of  the  report  the  general  experience  of  the 
year  is  stated  to  have  been  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  first  two  years,  the  unsatisfactory 
results  of  gathering  industrial  data  through 
the  mail  having  again  been  demonstrated, 
and  the  bureau  having  been  forced  to  rely 
for  the  most  of  the  information  it  secured 
on  the  personal  investigations  conducted 
by  the  secretary. 

Statistics  Relating  to  Labour  Organiza- 
tions. 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  report  is 
devoted  to  the  presentation  of  statistics 
relating  to  labour  organizations  in  Ontario. 
In  response  to  600  schedules  of  inquiry 
sent  out  by  the  bureau  in  this  connection 
replies  were  received  to  the  number  of 
297,  of  which  10  were  from  trades  and 
labour  councils,  3  from  federations  of 
trades,  6  from  knights  of  labour  assemblies 
and  257  from  trades  and  labour  unions. 
By  localities,  Toronto  with  63,  Hamilton 
with  25,  Guelph  with  13,  Ottawa  and  Lon- 
don with  12  each,  and  Kingston,  Berlin  and 


St.  Thomas  with  11  each,  were  the  leading 
centres  in  point  of  the  numbers  of  organi- 
zations reporting.  By  trades  and  callings, 
the  chief  labour  organizations  making  re- 
turns to  the  bureau  were  as  follows  : — 
Carpenters,  15;  machinists,  14;  bricklayers 
and  masons,  painters  and  decorators  and 
tailors,  12  each,  and  barbers,  printers  and 
labourers,  11  each.  The  report  contains 
a  statement  of  the  various  organizations  in 
detail,  as  much  information  as  was  ob- 
tainable relating  to  the  membership,  con- 
ditions of  employment  and  other  features 
of  the  several  unions  being  published  in 
each  case.  A  directory  giving  the  names 
of  organizations,  names  and  addresses  of 
presidents  and  secretaries,  and  nights  of 
meetings,  is  appended,  together  with  a  table 
showing  the  average  wages  per  week  and 
hours  of  labour  of  union  and  non-union 
work  people  in  the  several  localities  men- 
tioned. 

Strikes  and  Lock-outs. 

In  the  record  of  strikes  and  lock-outs 
published  in  the  report,  the  period  covered 
dates  from  September  1,  1901,  to  Decem- 
ber 31,  1902.  The  aggregate  number  of 
disputes  occurring  in  the  province  during 
that  interval  was  75  strikes  and  lock-outs, 
which    involved    about    500   establishments 
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and  6,863  persons.  The  average  number  of 
days  involved  in  each  dispute  was  16  or  5  #59 
days  per  person.  The  record  does  not  in- 
clude the  strike  of  the  Kingston  machinists 
which  commenced  on  April  30,  1902.  The 
secretary  of  teh  Labour  Bureau  during  the 
year  acted  officially  as  conciliator  in  12  dis- 
putes, in  which  the  conciliation  amendment 
to  the  Trades  Union  Act  had  been  officially 
invoked.  In  addition,  the  secretary  as- 
sisted in  the  prevention  and  adjustment  of 
a  number  of  other  disputes.  In  this  con- 
nection the  report  publishes  statistics  from 
the  '  Labour  Gazette  *  relating  to  strikes  in 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  during  1902,  and 
information  from  other  sources  regarding 
strikes  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 

Industrial  Statistics. 

Some  3,000  circulars  were  issued  by  the 
Bureau  during  1902  in  continuance  of  the 
collection  of  industrial  statistics  com- 
menced in  the  previous  year.  To  these 
only  307  answers  were  received,  though  it 
is  hoped  that  with  increased  facilities  more 
valuable  returns  will  be  procurable  for  fu- 
ture reports.  A  series  of '  tables  is  given 
recording  the  information  received  in  1902 
in  regard  to  236  industries  in  Ontario.  To 
quote  the  report :  i  The  tabulation  shows 
that  there  were  11,484  persons  employed  in 
the  236  establishments,  the  aggregate 
number  o'f  days  in  operation  was  68,948 
the  gross  value  of  product  of  the  236  es- 
tablishments was  $17,825,220  ;  The 
amount  paid  in  wages  $3,965,421,  an 
average  annual  earning  per  person  of  $345.29 
a  daily  wage  rate  of    $1.18,    the    per  cent 


of  labour  cost  of  production  being  22  *24, 
as  against  21  '69  in  1900,  or  an  increase  of 
•55  for  1902.  Applying  the  ratio  of  four 
persons  to  each  worker,  we  find  that  the 
average  annual  earnings  of  $345.29  of  the 
11,484  workers  support  45,936,  which  will 
allow  $86.32^  for  the  support  of  each  per- 
son. The  gross  value  of  the  product,  which 
may  be  considered  as  the  manufactured 
product,  or  the  output  of  the  236  estab- 
lishments, being  $17,825,220,  the  labour 
cost  being  22  -24  per  cent,  the  balance  of 
the  cost  of  production  distributed  among 
the  several  accounts,  as  cost  of  material, 
interest,  taxes,  rent,  insurance,  miscella- 
neous expenses  and  profit,  will  be  found  to 
be  77-76  per  cent.' 

Other  Features. 

Other  subjects  referred  to  in  the  report, 
under  separate  headings,  being  for  the  most 
part  reprinted  from  other  sources,  are  as 
follows:  The  value  of  labour  statistics,  by 
Carroll  D.  Wright;  a  list  of  Bureaus  of 
Labour  Statistics;  a  record  of  replies  re- 
ceived from  the  town  clerks  of  a  number 
of  cities,  towns  and  villages  of  the  pro- 
vince relating  to  various  subjects  of  in- 
dustrial importance;  a  list  of  national  and 
•international  labour  organizations  having 
subordinate  branches  in  the  province  of 
Ontario;  official  opinions  with  regard  to 
the  operation  of  employment  bureaus ;  a  list 
of  recent  Ontario  legal  decisions  affecting 
labour,  as  reprinted  from  the  Labour  Ga- 
zette, 1902;  and  a  chronology  and  synopsis 
of  the  various  laws  of  Ontario  having  re- 
ference to  labour. 


COST  OF  LIVING  IN   CANADA. 
II.    RETAIL   PRICES   OF  GROCERIES. 


THE  second  series  of  statistical  tables 
published  herewith  and  constituting 
a  part  of  the  results  of  the  special  investi- 
gation (*),  recently  undertaken  by  the  De- 

*  The  nature  and  extent  of  this  investigation 
and    the    methods    in   which    it    was    conducted 
4 


partment  of  Labour  into  cost  of  living  in 
Canada,  relate  to  retail  prices  of  groceries, 
and  have  been  compiled,  as  in  the  tables 


were  fully  described  in  an  article  on  the  '  Cost 
of  living  in  Canada  '  which  appeared  in  the 
April  number  of  the  Gazette  at  page  778. 
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THE  COST  OF  LIVING 
II. — Retail  Prices 
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Beans. 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 
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Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 
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Lb. 
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Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

GROUP  A.— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 
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27 
28 
29 
30 
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32 
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38 
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40 
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4.25 
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4.25 
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5 
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GROUP  B.—  LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Glace  Bay. 
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Truro 
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I! 
II 
II 
II 
II 
II 


20 

1 

21 

1 

22 

1 

23 

1 

24 

1 

71 

1 

72 

1 

73 

1 

74 

1 

75 

1 

76 

1 

77 

1 
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85 

1 

86 

1 

90 

1 

91 

1 

92 

1 

93 

1 

94 

1 

95 

1 

96 

1 

5.50-5.75 

5.25 

4.50-5.75 


5.50 

4  60 

5.25 

5.25 

5.25 
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5.00 
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5.00 
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75 
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4.50 
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4.75 
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4.50 
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10 

10 
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10 


4-5  lb. 
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ARTICLES. 
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POPULATION  OF  10,000  AND  OVER. 
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POPULATION  OF  FROM  5,000  TO  10,000. 
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IN  CANADA.— Continued. 

Groceries — Continued. 
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25-40 

25-40 

30 

40 

4-5 

4 

6 

35-40 

4-5 

8-10 

28 

40-50 

30 

30-50 

40 

35-40 

25-30 

4-44 

34-4 

30-40 

3 

6-12 

18-20 

25-40 

'  30 

20-35 
30 

25-40 

4-4| 
4 

3i-4 
3| 

35-40 
30  45 

*1.20 

5 
3f 

6-7 

6 

24 

t20 

30 

40 

40 

£21 

30 

. 

40 

25 

40 

4i 

34 

35-40 

4 

7-74 

23 

21 

40 

40 

30 

40 

1  5 

4 

50 

50 

5 

8 

U 

•  ••..- 

•      •     1      ■     a 

40 

m   , 

40 

'*2_"2 

44 

30-50 

50-60 

6-7 

71 
1  2 

22 

18 



22-40 

44 

4 

35 

50 

h 

20-24 

20-60 

20-60 

25  50 

25-50 

44-5 

3*-4 

35 

40 

4-5 

8 

25  30 

, 

35 

30-35 

35 

25 

4-4i 

34-4 

30-  35 

4-5 

7 

16-25 

40-50 

30 

30-50 

30 

40 

40 

4* 

4 

6 

35 

50 

5 

8 

25-30 

20-25 

35 

35 

35 

4V5 

4 

30-35 

7 

7 

20-25 

40 

70-90 

50-60 

'ifi-SO 

30-33 

33 

4-5 

4 

8k 

35-50  -G0-70 

90-1.00 

4 

8 

W-22 

30-60 

30-60 

20 

40 

5 

4 

40 

4 

7 

35 

22 

15-30 

15-40 

15 

40 

40 

4  44 

34-4 

3\-3h 

30 

36 

5 

6 

25 

18-22 

20-50 

15-50 

20-50 

25 

35 

40 

44 

4 

35 

50 

5 

.     7 

25 

20-22 

20 

18 

.    . 

U 

4 

35 

60 

5 

7 

20 

40 

40 

50 

30 

40 

40 

5 

4 

5 

50-60 

60 

5 

8 

30 

60 

25-60 

30-60 

30 

40 



4 

H 

3i 

50-60 

60 

5 

8 

20-25 

POPULATION  LESS  THAN  5,000. 


40 

25-30 

10-40 

40 

35 

25 

5 

4 



30-40 

50-60 

4-7 

10-14 

.... 

22 

25-40 

5 

4? 

55 

55-60 

5 

12 

25 

40 

50 

25-40 

35-40 

40 

5 

3 

44 

40-50 

*75 

5 

8-12 

25 

•  •   •   •       •    - 

40 

20-30 

40 

40 

.    ... 

25 

44 

34 

40 

35 

5 

5 

24 

40 

25 

25-50 

40 

30 

5 

4 

35 

50 

5 

5 

28 

25 

25 

40 

41 

4 

35 

*1.00 

4 

6 

22 

20 

40 

25 

25 

40 

30 

25 

44 

4 

3? 

30-40 

60 

5 

7 

20 

30 
25 

40 

5 

5 

30 

50 

60 

5 

5 

12 

10 

28 

20 

4 

20-30 

25-40 

20 

40 

40 

44-5 

4 

4 

35 

5 

7 

20-22 

30 

40 

40 

40 

5 

4 

35 

50 

6 

5 

22 

40 

30 

35 

40 

.... 

5 

4-44 

35-40 

5 

8-10 

16-22 

30-50 

30 

30-50 

25-30 

40 

25-35 

40-50 

60 

4-5 

8-15 

23-25 

40 

30 
35 

35-40 
30 

25-40 

40 

5 
6 

5 

. .    . 

40 
50 
40 
45 
35-40 

*1.00 
*1.00 

4 
8 
5 
5 
4-5 

8 

10 

8 

25 
30 

40 

40 
40 
25 

30 

35-40 

45 

25 

30 

6 
4|-5 

25-40 

35-40 

4 

.... 

8-10 

20-25 

40 

40 

50 
50 

45 

6 
5 

4i 
4 

• 

35 
40 

5 

8 
10 

30 

30 

30 

35 
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ARTICLES. 

Flour. 

Cornmeal. 

irt 

GO 

Locality. 

o 

Sri 

a 

S 
DO 

T3 

O 

o 
be 

05 

s- 

w 

o 

05    C 

'5 

05 
■is 

i 

o 

1 

05 

s 

05 

09 

c 

- 

05 

o 
55 

at 

>> 
tf 

** 
^ 

a- 

O 

i5 

2 

9 

95 

Per     i   Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Quebec — Con. 

Barrel.  25  lbs. 

I 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

GROUP  C.-LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Coleraine 

21 
22 

23 

24 

26 

25 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

71 

72 

73 

74 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

93 
94 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
1 

4.50 
4.50 
5.00 
4.50 

4.50 

75 

4.20 

60 

3.75 

2 

2 

""2h 

2 

""2i 

4 

'"  H 
3 

4 

3i-4 
4 

4 
4 

5 
5 

9| 
4 
4 
4 

lb.  4 

lb.  5i 
9 

Cookshire 

65 
60 
75 
75 

4.40 
4.00 

58 
55 

lb.  4-5 

Coteau  Landing. . . . 
Drummondville. . . . 





....    . 

3 

5 

4.00 
4.00 

50 

60 

lb.  4 

. .   . 

lb.  4 

Duhamel 

Dunham  

4.75 
4.60 
4.00 
4.25 
4.60 
4.00 
4.50 

*4!20 

4.40-4.50 

65 
60 
50 
75 
60 
65 

60-65 

4.50 
4.25 
4  00 
4.00 
4.40 
4.00 

4.25 
4.50 

4.00-4.10 

55 
5 
50 
65 
65 
55 
60 

2 

5 
3 

4 
4 

n 
4 

5 

4 

Fraserville ......... 

•       •  •       • 

2.25 

H 

2 
4 

2 
3 

2i 
4 
4 
4 

4 
3-3^ 

3i'lb. 

Grand  Mere 

4  1b. 

16 

5  1b. 
8-10 

51b. 

Helena .         

Howick 

50-55 

2h 

H 

2 

2i-3 

3-4 

3* 

3 

4 

4 

3-4 

5 

4-5 

41 
4 
4 
5 

6 
3i 

5 

m 
5 
4 
5 
4 
4 

4-5 
5 
5 

4-6 
4 
5 

4-5 
4 

5 

4-5 

5 

4 
4 

4 

G 

4  1b. 

Huntingdon 

4 

4.00 

5.00 
4.85-5.00 

55 
55 

3.90 

50 

8 

8 

Jonquiere 

4.00 

4,85-5.00 

4.20 

4.20 

'■'60 
60 



5 

"n 

4  1b. 

La  Baie  du  Febvre . 

9-12 

4  1b. 

Lachute 

4.50 

70 

8-10 

Lanoraie 

4.20 

4.60 

3.80 

4.25-4.50 

4.75-5.00 
6.00 

5.50-6.00 
3.00 
4.60 

4.40-4.50 
4.50 
4.80 

3  90-4.10 

4.20-4.50 
4.00 

4.00-4.50 

3 
3 

5 

"34 

4 
4 

5 

65 

50 
55-09 

75 

60 

4  40 

4.00 

3.70-3.90 

4.50 
4.10 

Larose  Station 

Lauzon  Village. . . . 

"60 
45-50 

65 

.... 

...  . 

2 
3 

7-10 
6 

8 

L' Islet  . 

Little  Metis 

Maisonneuve 

Marie  ville 

• 



2 

4 

4 
5 
2 

4 
3 

4 
4 
3 

3* 

4 

5  1b. 

8 

5  1b. 

Montreal,  South  . . . 

"80 

60-65 

60 

58 

3.00 

. .  .  . 

8 

Nicolet 

70 
75 
75 
60 

5.00 

4.00-4.25 

4.00 

4.60 

51b. 
6-7 

North  Stukely 
Old  Chelsea 

. 

2 
3 

2 
3 

3i 

3-35 
3i 

3-3£ 
4 

Ormstovvn 

55-60 
55 

4.00 

4.50 

3.80-4.25 

3.60-3.90 

1.90-2.05 

4.50 

4.25 

4.20 
4.00 

50 
65 

50-57 

8-9 
8 

Otter  Lake    

Papineauville 

■   •  •  •  • 

If 

3Ub. 

Pevei  il 

'4.50 
5.00 

4.50 
3.60 

75 
50 

10 

Port  Daniel 

4  1b. 

Riviere  du  Loup  (en 

60 

1        55 

3.50 



2 

3 

a 

3* 

lb. 
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© 
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e 
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Per 

Per 
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Per 
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Per 

Per 

Per 
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Per 
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Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN  5,000. 


25 

40 

40 

25 

30 

25 

40 

40 

30-50 

25-60 

15-33 

30 

25-60 

25 

20-50 

25-35 

25 

35 

40 
25-50 
40 
40 
60 
50-60 

"40 

25-50 

40 

25 

40 
40 
30 


40 
40 
50 
20 

50 
25-40 


25 
40 


30 
30 

40 
40 
60 
40 


40 
25 


40 
15-40 


35 
40 


25-50 

20-30 

35 

25 


25 

15-60 

30 ! 


30 
40 
30 

"30 

20-40 


25-40 

30 

20-50 


40 
50 
30 

30-40 
35 


25 


40 
25 


40 
24 


25 


15-50 
35 
40 
30 

15  60 
25 

20-60 

25-35 
25 
40 
25 

25-30 

20-35 
25 

20-40 
60 

40-50 

25-30 


20 

25-30 
40 
40 
25 

40-50 
40 

30-40 
25 

30-40 
40 
30 
40 
25 

25-35 
35 

18-25 
25 
30 
40 


40 
15-40 


40 


30 


35 
35 


30 
30 
28 
30 
20 

20-40 
35 


50 
25 

30 
30 
30 
50 


25 
40 

40 


30 
50 

30 


30 

25 

30-40 


30 
40 


25 


40 
50 
40 
30 
25 
35 
40 
40 
40 
32 
40 
25 
45 
30-40 
45 
40 
48 
35 
40 
40 
40 
40 


40 

45 

30 

30-50 


25 
40 
40 
40 


40 
30-40 

35-40 

40-55 

30 

40 

35-45 
40 


30 


40 

40 


50 
30 

25 
50 


40 
40 


50 


25 
40 


65 


30 

40 
40 


40 


25 
25 
40 


40 

35 
30 


30 


4i 

4| 

5i 
5 

4£ 
5 
5 
5 

5} 


q 

5 
5 
44-5 
5 
6 
6 


5-5* 


44 
4-5 

4-5 
5 
5 

H 
i 

5 
6 
4 
5 
5 

4* 

5-6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

44 

44 

5 

4-5 

44 

"44 

5 
5 
6 


44 

4-5 


°2 

4 

41 

*2 


•>2 


4 

4 

4 

44-5 


3? 

34 

4 

4 

3-4 

4 

5 

5 


4 
4-44 

3* 

34-4 

4 

44 

4^44 

4-44 

5 

3i 

44 
4 
4 
4-5 
4 
4 

44 
4 
4 
4 

4 

4 

34-4 

4 


34 


34-4 


44 
34 


35 

30 


30- 

35 
50- 

40 

35 

35 

35-40 

40 

40-50 

35-40 

30-35 

25-40 

40-50 

35 

35 

30 


40 
30 
35 
-35 
35 
-45 
-60 
35 

40 


12  40 
,.  45 

3  40 

, . .  125 


30 

40-45 

30-70 

50 

30 

46 

30 

35 

40-50' 

40-48 

28-35 

40 

30-35 

35-40 

30-35 

38-45 

45 

25-35 

40 

49 

30-35 


50-60 
*1.20 

;75-1.00 

35 

50 

50 

30-50 

*1.00 

n.oo 


30 


50 
30 
40 

40 
40 

60-65 
*1.00 


45 


*90 


55 
40 

06' 


50 


5 
6 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
7 
5 
3 
5 

r- 

1 
4-5 

4 
5-8 

5 

5 

"4 

5 
5 
8 
10 
5 
8 

4-5 
5 
4 
6 
4 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
6 

4-5 
5 
6 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5 


9 

8 
8 

^ 

8 
8 
8 
8 

10 
8 

12 

44 

5 
10 

8-15 
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8 
5 

10 

5 

7-8 

7 

7 

25 

15 

6 

8 

8-15 

10 
8 

10 
8 
8 


7 

10 

7 

8 

8-10 


8 

8 

n 

1 
10 
10 

7 

7 

8 

10 

8 


22 

•   ■•-•• 

22 

•  •            • 

25 

27 

•  •  •          •  • 

22 

. 

20 

25 

25 

25-30 

18-24 

25 

25 

•  -•>••• 

22 

25 

27 

18-22 

24 

20-22 

25 

25 

25 

8 

25 


24 

30 
30 

25-30 
25-30 
25 
25 
25 
25 

"25 
25-28 


27 


30 


28 
30 
25 
25 


26-28 
""•26 

25 
25-30 


18-22 
20 
20 

18-20 


20 


20 


16-22 
20 


24 

22 
24 


25 
24 


20 


20 

18 

22-24 

24 


20 
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la 
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© 
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Per 

08 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per       Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Quebec—  Con. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

GROUP  C. -LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


St.  Ambroise,  Jeune 
St.  Bazile 

95 

96 

97 

99 

102 

103 

106 

107 

123 

126 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3.75-4.75 
4.00-4.30 
5.00-6.00 
4.00-4.30 
4.40-4.50 
4.00 
4.75-5.00 

63 

60 
55 

4-4.25 

3.90-4.10 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

4-5 
4 

32 
4 

*J 

4 

4 
4 

4 

4 

^ 

/ 

ii         

2 
2 

St.  Cuthbert 

St.  John .    

3.00-4.00 
4.30 
3.50 

4.40 
4.00 

55 

47^-50 



2 
2 

8-10 

St.  Jerome 

8 

St.  Michel  Yamaska 
St.  Theophile 

55-60 
60 
55 

31b. 

Waterloo  .......... 

4.80 
4.25 

65 

65 

.... 

.... 

3£-4 

4  lb 

Yamachiche. ..... 

3-3A 

Ontario. 


GROUP  A-LOCALITIES  WITH 


Brantford 

4.55 
2.25 
3.75 
4.10 
4.10 
4.00 

55 
60 
50 
55 
55 
55 

4.00 
2.00 
3.50 
3.90 
3.80 
3.90 

2.00 
4.00 
4.00 

4.00 
3.90 

48 

50 
45 
50 
50 
50 
50 
45-50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
48 
50 

2 
3 

2J 
2£ 

3 

2i 

2i 

4 

3\ 
5 

"3 
3 

3J 

4 

4 

5h 

5 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 

63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 

5-8 

5 
5 
5-10 
6 
5-7 
5 
5 
5 

7 

7 

8 





n 

8 
10 

•  •  •  • 

4 

51b. 

• 

2.00-2.20 
2.50 
4.20 
4.50 
5.00 
4.25 
4.20 

50-55 
65 
55 
60 
60 
50 
55 

41b. 
10 

5  lb. 

2i 

2i 

3 

3j 

3 
3 

'  3 
3 

4 

5 

m 

5 
5 

5 
5 

5 

7 

9 

51b. 

v 

5.00 
4.40 

2.00 

65 
55 
55 
50 

4.00 

4.00 
2.00 

50 

45-50 

50 

48 

50-55 

50-55 

48 

48-50 

50 

48 

50 

50 

43 

45 

45 



...    . 

2 

4 

2.\ 
2| 

4 

51b. 

7 

Guelph . . 

1" 

3 
3 
3 

H 

3 

4 

"    » 
3 

4 
3-4 
3 
4 
3 

4 
4 

2i 
3 

5 

5 
4-5 
5 
5 
5 

5 
5-7 

"5^ 

• 

5 

5 

3H 

5 

41b. 

... 

51b. 

•   * 

4.20 

4.10-4.25 

4.50 

53 
53-55 
55 
52 
54 
50 
45 
48 
45 

45-48 

4.00 

3.60-3.70 

2.25 

""3.00 
3.50 
3.60 

3 
2i 

8 

5.00 

3 

3-5  lb. 

4  lb. 

10 

3.00 

.... 

5 

"  3 

Hamilton 

•  • 

3.50 
3.60 
3,80 
3.50 

3.45-3.50 

10 
8 

8-10 
51b. 

3.15-3.40 

44-45 

50 
50 
45 
45 

2-2| 

3 
2* 
2| 

3-4 
3 
3 

8 

.  . .    . 

...   . 

10 

10 

3.80 

45 

50 

3.80 

6 

3 

4 

51b 

*  8  trudle.        +  Maple. 
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' 

8 

10 



8 
5-lb. 

.... 

5-lb. 

8 

10 

8 

5-10 

4.50 

8 
6-10 

t 

10 

"4^65 

3f 

*8J 

3 

5-10 

4.25 

5-8 

4.25 

55 

8 

3 
3 

*24 

3 

4 



'  3 

— 

3-34 
3 

• 
2i 

10 

s 

Stratford 

4.00 
3.25 

50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
60 
60 
60 
65 
66 

60 
50 
55 

'/.on 

4.00 

3 

24 

o 

t        •    •    a    • 

4 

179 

180 
181 

182 

10 

4.00 
4.00 
4.50 
4.50 

5.00 

4^20 
4.50 
4.00 
3.75 

41 

4 

Toronto 

4.00 
3.50 
3.75 

4.IKI 

3.90 
4.00 

50 
50 
50 
50-55 
55 
50 
50 
55 

184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
197 
193 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 
204 

10 
12 

• 

.... 

3 

3 

3 

3 
3 

• 

5-lb. 

5-lb. 

5-lb. 

5-lb. 

Windsor 

10 

3.50 

50 

2 

2 
2  24 

3 
2 

3 

2 

4 
4 

H 

10 

4.00-4.25    50-60 

*  ii         

9 

3.00 
4.00 
4.00 



- 

50 
50 

3.75         50 
3.::-        45 
4.00 

2 
2 

4 
3-4 

24 

5 
5 

5-7 

10 

4. 50 



*'     2h 

5-10 

10 

GROUP  B.—  LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Barrie 

4.75 
3.75 
4.00 

65 

50 
50 
60-65 
60-65 
70 
55 
53 

4.85 

3.50 

•5.00 

3.75-4.25 
"4.15 

55 

i 

50-,\i 
15-55 

55 
50 

50 

.    . . 

M 

2 
3 
4 
5 

m 

1 

8 

9 

3 

Belleville 

34 

4.00-5.00 

3-34 

.... 

•2 


2j 
3 

4 

4.00 
4.35 

34 

Berlin 

3-4 

E 
4  5 


5  1b. 
5  1b. 

4  lb. 

5  1b. 
4  1b. 

7 


lib. 
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ARTICLES. 


Tea. 


be 

S 

o 

o 

O 

o 

« 

s 


Per 

Lb. 


CO 

S3 


+3 

o 


Per 

Lb. 


S3 
s> 

Si 


Per 
Lb. 


Coffee — Roasted. 


Sugar. 


o 


Per 
Lb. 


> 

1-5 


CO 

S3 


u 
O 


Per 

Lb. 


Per 

Lb. 


T3 
-is 

o 

I— 1 

0 

5= 

nd 

03 

o 

Fh 

o 

e 

O 

Per 

Lb. 


Per 

Lb. 


CP 

£t3 

o 

O 


Per 

Lb. 


CO 

CO 
CO 

oS 

3 


Per 

Gall. 


si 


Per 

Gall. 


S3 
O 

Q 


o 
m 


Per 
Lb. 


^3 
O 


Per 
Lb. 


Coal  Oil. 


S3 

"S 

o 

S3 


Per 

Gall. 


c3 

eg 
D 


Per 

Gall. 


10,000  POPULATION  AND  OVER. 


25-75 

"30 

25-35 
40 

"25 

25-75 
25-50 

'  40 

25-50 

40-50 

40 

25-50 

25^50 
25 

> 
25 


25-50 
25 

"25 

30 

40-50 

25-50 

"25 

"25 
25 

40 

"40 
25-40 

25 


25-50 1 
50 
40 

'50 
25-60 

40 
20-60 

"25 
50 

9Z. 

25-50 
25 

25-40 
25 


25 


50 

15-30 

50 

40 

25-40 


50 
25 
50 
25 
30-45 
25 


20-50 
25-50 

25 
25-35 
25-40 

25 

25 
25-75 
25-50 

35 
25-40 
25-50 
25-50 
25-40 
25  50 
25-40 
25-50 
25-50 
25-40 

35 
30-50 

25-50 
25 
25 

25-40 
40 

25-60 
40 

20-60 
40 

25-50 

25-50 
25 
40 

"25 

50 

25  40 


25 


40 
30-35 


35 
25 
40 
30-40 
40 


15 
25 


25 

25-40 
121 

25-40 
15 

30 

124 

'25 
25 

'  25 
25 
25 

25 
25 

"is 

18 
20 
20 

"25 
20 
25 


50 
40 
40 
40 
40 

"40 

25-10 
40 
40 

25-40 
40 
40 
40 

27-38 


40 
40 
40 

25 

25 


41 
5 

5 

5 

5 

41 

0 


20-30 


40 
40 
40 
40 
35 
40 
40 
25-40 

35 
35 
40 
40 

*40 
35 
35 


25 
25 


40 


4V 

5 

4i-5 

4-5 

4f 

U 

5 


M 


40 
U 
30 1 

40 
40 


40 
40 
40 
30 

25 


4-4* 

4l 
5 
5 
5 

4.1 
5 
5 


5 
5 

41 


34 

4 

34.-4 
4 

F. 

4-5 
4 

4-5 


44 
4 

3f-4i 

a 

4 

4 


50 

50 

35-50 

30 

50 

50 


SO 


-H 


4 

44 


25- 

50 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 

40 


50 


Jl-1.25 
60 
50  75 


4 

4 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


44-5 


5 


4  ,  40 

40 
40 


4 
S\ 
44 


35 
30 
50 
60 
50 
35 
45 
60 


50 

£1.10 

50-60 

50-60 

60 

60 


30 


50 


40 

50 


75 


60 

60 

60 

1-1.20  65 

tl  60-80 

60 

75 


60 


40 

50 
.  40 
5  40 
.  45 
4  40 

35 


5  50 


50-75 

60 
50 
60 


50 


4* 


50 
40 


45 
75 
75 

40-60 
55 
50 
50  60 

. .  60 
50  60 

60 

(50 

60 


5 
7 
5 
7 
5 
4 
6\ 

4-5 

7 

4A-5 

4-5 
5 

4-5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
7 
5 
5 
4 
5 
5 
o 
5 
8 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
10 

44 
5 
5 
5 

4* 
5 


7 

7 

7 

8 

10 

8 

10 

6-7 

5-8 

9 

8 

7-10 

8 

8-9 

6i 

8 

6-10 

10 

7 

6' 

5-10 

5-6 

7 
7 

7-10 

7-10 

7 

7 

6-20 

"*8 

8 
8 
7 
7 
8 
8 
8-10 


30 


30 
30 
25 
30 

25 


25 
25 
25 
20-25 
20-25 
25 
25 


25 

25 
23 


25 
25 
24 
24 


25 
24 
24 

20 


25 

25 


25 

20 

20-25 

20 

22 

18-20 

18-20 

20 

20 

20 

16-20 

15-20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

15-17 

20 

17-20 


20A 


:  1 


18-24 

20 

19-21 

20 


20-22 


20 


POPULATION  FROM  5,000  TO  10,000. 


40 

36 

30 

40 

40 

30 

4\ 

4 

4 

50 

..         40 

& 

6 

20-25 

17-20 

25-50 

25-50 

25-40 

25-40 

4h 

4 

4 

50-60   .. 

50-60  .. 

5 

8-10 

28 

24 

25-40 

25-40 

40 

25-30 

•  •       •   . 

5 



40  50-60 

60 

3-5 

8-10 

30 

25 

25-40 

25-40 

30 

*»•*•• 

•  •  • 

41 

4 

rr 

r 

7-10 

18-25 

25-50 

20-50 

30-35 

«   •   •   • 

4-5 

4 

40 

50-60  .. 

4 

7-8 

25 

40 

25 
30-60 

25-40 
40 

30-40 

5 
44 

4 

4 

60         '.'. 

5 
5 

8 

7 



.  -* 

30-50 

30 

40 

4* 

40 

20 

35-60 

25-50 

25-50 

124 

20-40 

4i-5' 

34-4 

4 

40  50-60 

50-75     . 

4-5 

7-8 

.... 

...... . 
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THE  COST  OF  LIVING 
II. — Retail  Prices 


+9 

Oi 

s 

CO 

ARTICLES. 

Flour. 

Cornraeal. 

Locality. 

o 

CD 

2 

ce 

CD 

o 
o 

CJO 

a 

CD 
S-i 

5j    CD 

•  1—1 

CD* 
43 

o 

"3 

CD 

■/. 

05 

CD 

d 

CD 
>> 

r— 1 

IS 

49 

O 

X 

o 

3 

0 
S 

Per        Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb.' 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

Ontario. 


GROUP  R -LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Berli 
ii 
Broc 

n .                 .... 

10 

11 

29 

30 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

4.50-5.00 

4.40 

■4.80 

4.25-4.50 

60-65 

55 
60 
56 
57 
63 
56 
56 
50 
57 
.     60 
63 

'"56 
60 

4.00-4.50 

4.00 
4.60 

50-58 
50 
50 
57 

2^-3 

2 

2 

2| 

2| 

3 

4 

2 
4 
3 

2\ 

2 

24 

2$ 

4 

3 

3^ 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 

24. 
4 
4 

4 
4 
4 

'  4 
3 

3* 
4 

H 

5-6| 

5 
5 

5-7 
5 
5 
5 
5 

4-7 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5-6 
0 
5 
5 
5 

4-5 

.1 
5-8 

4  1b. 

.  . . 

kville 

8 
8 

Chatham 

8-10 

4.00 
4.50 
4.00 
4.00 
4.50 

50 
57 
50 
50 
63 

'4^25 

'  k 

4  lb. 

5.00 

4.50 
4.50 
4.00 
4.50 
4.50 
4.75 
4.50 
4.00 
4.50 

5  lb. 

6  1b. 



6  lb. 

10 

4  lb. 

4.00 
4.25 

55 
57 
56 



— 

2h 

if 

2 

2 
2 

2l 
2-2J 

i 

2 
4 

2\ 

•  •  •  • 

3 
2f 

3 

8 

8 

10 

4.00 

56 
56 
56 
56 

56 

53 

. .    . 

...  . 

ii 

' '21-3 

•  •  ■ 

3 

10 



51b. 





3.50-4.00 

4  1b. 

Gait 
Owe 

53 

.... 



5  1b. 

4.20 
4.25 

4!46 

4.50-4.75 
3.80-4.20 
4.00-4.25 

53 

53 

53 

55 

65-70 

50-55 

50-55 

4.10 

10 

5  1b. 

5  1b. 

5  1b. 

n  Sound 

4.20 
4.00-4.25 

50 
50-60 



3 
*3^3i 

o 
O 

3£ 

3 

4 

3-34 

3 

3-34, 

3^-4 

4 

"4 
4 
4 
4 

5 

5-7 
5 

4-7 
5 

5-7 
5 
5 
5 
5 

5-7 
5 

5 

5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

'1 
44-5 

5  1b. 
10 

H           ... 

2h 

2? 
2$ 

3 
24 

2\ 

3 

2-3 

2A 

24-3 

2£ 

4 

.    . . 

3 
3 

3 

5-7  lb. 
4-5  lb. 

4.00 
4.00 
3.50 
4.00 
3.75-4.20 
3.90 

3.75-4.00 

4.50-4.70 

5.00-5.20 

4.25-4.40 

4.50 

4.10 

4.50 

4.60 

5.00 

4  30 

4.80 

4.00 

3.80-3.90 

50 
40 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
60-65 
65 
65 
60 
60 
60 
58 
65 
65 
62 
50 
50 

4.75 

3 

2J 

10 

Sara 

ia 

4.30 
3.80 
4.80 
5.00 
4  50 

"4!50 

5.00-5.20 

5.00-5.30 

5.00-5.30 

4.80-5.00 

5.00 

5.00 

5.00-5.20 

5.00 

4.75 

5.30 

5.00 

3.90 

60 
50 
60 

65-70 
60 
55 
60 

65-70 

65-70 
70 
65 
65 
70 

63-65 
65 
70 
68 
65 
50 
50 

8 

8 

2-3 

2-2$ 
2J 

"*24, 

8 

6-10 



.... 

8 

8-10 

10 

Sault  Ste 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

.  Marie . . . 
3k '.'. 

5-5^30 

2£-3 
"*2| 

5  lb! 

5  lb. 

124 

8  10 

5  lb. 

i 

4.00 

3 

10 

i 
Woodsto 

4^00 

5 

2 

4 

24 

-I 

3 

4 

3 

2| 

3* 

5  lb. 
7 

.    . . 



3-4  lb. 

50 
45-48 

4  1b. 

n 

4.10-4.30 

48-50 

1 

3.90-4.10 

6 

June,  1903 

IN  CANADA— Continued. 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


997 


of  Groceries — Continued. 


ARTICLES. 


Tea. 

Coffee — Roasted. 

Sugar. 

o 

Coal 

Oil. 

t>C 

a 

o 

32 

T3 

13 

c 

S 

a 

o 
O 

o 
O 

•  i— 1 

J* 

<x> 

c3 

o 
J- 

PQ 

rH 

o 

2 

o 

H 

d3 

d 

-  rH 

eg 

> 

1-5 

u 

o 

0 

o 

o 

~5 

0) 

efcl 

0 

Q 

00 

o3 

O 

Per 

3 
s- 

>> 

Ul 

O 
Ul 

Ul 

S 
<1 

T3 

S3 
e8 

Q 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

POPULATION  FROM  5,000  TO  10,000. 


50 
25-50 
25-60 

25-50 
40-50 
25-50 

75 

75 
50-70 
25-40 

50 
25-40 
25-50 

25 
25-50 

' 25-50 

25 
25-60 
25-50 

50 
25-60 
25-50 
25-60 

25 
25-40 
v  25 
25-50 

25 
25-50 

25 


25-50 


50 


25-40 
25-60 

50 
25-60 

50 

"25 

25-60 

40 

25 

40 

25-50 
40-50 

"50 

25-40 
60-75 


30  40 

25-50 
25 
25 

25-40 
25 

25  40 

"50 
'46 


25-50 
20-50 
12-40 
40 
25-50 
25-35 
30-40 
25-50 
25-50 
25-70 


25-50 


50 
20-50 
40-50 


25 

25-50 

25 

25 

50-60 

25-50 

30 


30-40 
25-50 

40 
25-60 

25 
24-40 

30 
20-00 


20-25 

25-50 

25 


25-40 


12-15 
10-40 


25-50 
25-40 
25-50 

25 
25-50 

25 
25-50 

25 
25-60 
25-50 
25-50 
25-60 
25-50 
25-60 

25 
25-50 

25-50 

25 

25-50 

25 

25 

25 

25-40 

25-75 

25 

25-40 

25-40 

20-50 

35 

25-50 

25 

30 

40 

25-40 

25-50 

20-40 

25-50 

25 

25-60 

25-50 


25-30 
20 

25-30 
25 

25-40 
20 

25-40 
25 
25 
25 
25 
15 
25 

12-15 
40 

25-50 
25 
15 
25 

15-25 


25 
20-25 
20-25 

25-30 
15-25 


40 

"37* 
401 
40 
40 

30-40 
40 
40 

40 

i 


40 

35 

40 

40 

30  40 

35 

40 

40 


25 
30 
20 
25 


40 
40 
40 

25-40! 

25-40 
40 

30-40 
40 

35-40 

30-35 
30-40 

40 

40 

25-40 

40 


40 

25 

20-25 

25 

"25 
40 

15-25 

20 

20 


15-25 


30-40 
30 
30 

40 

"30 
40 


40 
24 


25 


25 


40 
40-45 


50 

"40 

30-35 

40; 

30 

40 : 

30, 

25-40! 

25-40 

25 


35-40 

"25 

"40 
"25 

40 


40 

25 


9-12* 


40 
40 


40 


40 


41 
*S 

41 

^2 

41 
5-6 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


4-5 

4 

4 

4 

44 

4* 


44 


4* 

3 

4* 

4-4± 
4 
4 

44 
4 

4 


44 


5 
4f-5 
44-5 
4-41. 


5 
5 
5 

41 

^2 

4J-5 

4*-5 

5-6 

5-6 


44 
4-4* 


5 

4-5 


43 

4 


S3 


4* 

m 
5 


4 

3f-44 

4-44 
"4-5 


44 

4* 


4i 


4* 


Oa  -4/1 


3f 


4-5 

4S 
5 
5 
5 

44- 


45    60  70 


4^ 


50 
60 
50 
40 
50 
40 
40 
40 
40 
40 


540 
4f  40-50 


5 
5 

41 


5 
4 

44 
4 

5 

4-4* 


44 
34-44 


4 


43 
4 


40 

40 

40 

40 

50 

40 

50 

60 

40 

40-50 

40-50 

40 

40 

40 

40-50 

40 


..  60 
..  60 
..  60 
. .  50-60 
..  60 
50  60 
50  60 
..  60 
.  .  60 
. .  50-60 
. .  145-60 
..60 
..  50 
50  40-75 
50  40-60 
..60 
..  70 
..  50 
.70 
40  60 
50  60-80 


45-60 

60 

50-60 

40-50 

50-60 

40 


60 


44-5 
4*-5 


44 

44 

'44 
5 


44 


4 

34-4 


40 

35 

48 

60 

60 

40 

40-50  ..!60 

50 

60-1 

50 


80 
[50 
..J60 
40  60 
40  50- 
..60- 


60 

70 


.40. 


40 

50 

50 

50 

50 

60 

20-40 

40 

40 

40 

30-40 


1-1.40. 


.25, 


*1-1 

70 

60 

65 

60 

60 

30-50 

*1.00 

65 

50 

*1-1.60. 


60 


Maple. 

6i 


%  Prices  on  coal  oil  advance  of  2  cents  per  gallon 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

4-5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 

4-5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
41 
4 
4-4* 


3-64 


5 
5 

4-5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 
5 
5 
5 

4-5 
5 
6 
5 
4 


8-10 

8 

7-10 

8 

8 

8-10 

8-10 

8 

8 

6 

8 

8-10 

8 

8-9 

8 

8-10 

8 

8 

8 

10 

7 

8 

10 

8 

10 

10 

8 

7 

74-10 

10 

8-10 

8 

8 

8 

7 

7-10 

10 

10 

8-10 

8 

10 

10 

8 

10 

10 

8 

10 
5-8 
7 
6 
7 
8 


24 

25 


25 

25 


25 


25 

'25 


25 


25 

25 

25-30 

25-30 


30 

'30 


25 
25 


20-25 
24 


25 

20-22 


19 

22-22 

20 

15-20 

20 
20 
20 

18-20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 

15-20 
£20 


20 


18 

25 
20-25 

20 
18-22 
20-25 

20 
15-20 

20 
18-20 
16-20 

18 

20 


25 
25 
25 

25 
25 


25 
15-20 

20 
16-20 

20 
16-18 


993 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


June,  1903 
THE  COST  OF  LIVING 


II. — Retail  Prices  of 


1 
I 

4J 

© 
S 

05 

ARTICLES. 

Flour. 

Cornmeal. 

i 

Locality. 

o 
© 

X5 

-1-3 

an 

© 

Oh 

S3 

03 

o 
o 
ho 

o 

© 

© 
05 

o 
d 

Wheat, 
fine. 

f— t 

•  1— 1 

S 

© 
>> 

© 

+3 

-rH 

-a 

• 

* 

JO 

"© 

© 

s 

gi 

o 

© 
o 

•  rH 

e 

© 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

Ontario. 


GROUP  C.— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Alliston 
Bradford  . . , 

Drayton 

Durham  . . . 
Georgetown 
Hespeler  . . , 
Ingersoll . . . 

ii  . . 

ti 

ii         . . , 

H         . . 

1 1 

H  . . 
Kincardine 
Lucknow  . . 
Oakville  . . . 
Orillia  . . . 
Preston. 
Simcoe  .... 

Tacona 

Walkerville 
n 
ii 
Waterloo  . . 
Wendover  . 
Wiarton 

n        . . . 
Yorkville . . 


1 

5.00 

65 

12 

.  , 

3.75 

50 

47 
48 

54b 

4.40 

55 

93 

86 
87 

53-55 
50 
50 

3.90 

88 

3.75 

50 

89 

4.00 

50 

90 
91 
92 

50 
50 
50 

3.80 

94 

4.75 

60 

130 

4.50 

65 

131 

3.90 

55 

132 

4.25 

54 

148 

177 

53 
50 

3.50-3.75 

183 

5.00 

70 

190 

4.00-4.25 

55-60 

191 

4.00 

50 

192 

4.00- 

50 

193 
194 

53 

50 l 

4.00 

195 
196 

60 
90 

210 

4.50 

65 

3.75 
4.00 
3.80 
4.00 
4.00 


3.80 
3.75 


3.70 
4.00 


50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
53-55 
45 
45 
50 


45 

50 


4.00-4.25 
4.75 

3.75-4.00 
3.85 
4.00 


3.50 


4.00 


50 
55 
50 
50 
50 

55-60 
60 

50-55 
50 
50 
50 
45 
55 

55-60 
50 


5.00 


3.00 


3.50 


H 


24 

3 

3 

2 
2 


H 
3 


4 
3 
3 
4 

34 
2* 


U-4 


2i 


O-i 

5 

5 

5 

4-10 

5-7 


8 

lb.  6 

10 

lb.  5 

8-10 

lb.  5 

5  lb.  3-5 

H    lb.  4 

5-9 1     5-10 

5  6 


o 
5 
5 

5  7 


o 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5-7 


10 

8 

lb.  5 

lb.*54 

10 
9 

lb.  5 


11).  4 
8 
10 
5  10 

lb.  3-5 

4  lb.  5 

5  lb.  3£ 
5|  lb.  5 
4         10 


Manitoba. 


GROUP  A.—  LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Brandon  

4.65-4.80 

65-70 
60 
60 
65 

4.25-4. 5a 

3 
4 

3 
2 

3 

4 

4 
3 

fm 

i 
64 
7 
6 
6 

5 
5 

(5 

3 

5  lb. 

1 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

5  1b. 



60 

3 

3 

51b. 
6  1b. 

4  1b. 

4.40 
4.00 
4.50 
4.00-4.60 
4.00 

2.S0 

5  1b. 

60 

G5 

65-70 

60 

3.80 
4.00 
3.60 
3.70 

2.35 

55 

""34 
3 

4 

4  1b. 

2i 
3 

■2 

4 

4  1b. 

it         ...    ... 

3 
2 

9-M 

North-west  Ter- 
ritories. 

Calgary 

50 

4.00 

2 

5  lb. 

6  si 

*  Green.        f  Maple. 
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ARTICLES. 


Tea. 

Coffee — Roasted. 

Sugar. 

Coffee. 

05 
<V 
QQ 

05 

"o 

Per 

Gall. 

d 

Si 

>> 
Xfl 

A 
O 

s 

0 
c 
o 

ft 

ci 

o 

m 

o 

u 

m 

Coal  Oil. 

C 

o 

"o 

O 

o 
5 

w 

0 

-r-l 

h 

^  r< 

o 

a: 

6 

«3 
> 

>"3 

Other  kinds. 

Granulated. 

Good  Brown. 

«1 

o 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 
Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Gall. 

Per 
Lb. 

Per 
Lb. 

Per 

Gall. 

Per 
Gall. 

POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN  5,000. 


25-50 

25 

25-30 

25 

30-35 

40-45 

40-50 

50-65  .. 

5 

8-10 

28 

22 

20-60 

25-50 

25 

40 

5 

4 

40-50 

50-65  .. 

4 

7-8 

>   .       >  > 

20-25 

35 

25-35 

25-30 

30 

40 

12 

40        ri 

15 

HO 

5 

8 

23-25 

18-20 

25-40 

25 

25 

40 

5 

4^ 

48 

55 

5 

7 

23 

25-50 

25 

25-50 



40 

41 

4 

40 

50-60  .. 

5 

8-10 

25-27 

20-22 

25-50 

25-50 

15 

40 

10-15 

5 

5 

5 

60        4 

k) 

70 

5 

8 

25 

, 

25-60 

25-60 

15 

25-40 

5 

4 

5 

40 

75 

5 

8 

20-25 

16-21 

25 

25 

18-20 

30 

40 

5 

4 

5 

40 

60 

2i 

71 
« 2 

20 

25-50 

.... 

25-60 

. .    . 

40 

40 

44 

3|-4 

4| 

40 

50 

5 

8 

25 

20 

25-50 

"25 

25-50 
25 

15-25 

25 

30-40 
40 

40-50 
50 

to 

50-60   .. 
tl.OO  6C 

4-6 
1           5 

7-10 
10 

18-25 

14-20 

40 

40 

5 

16-20 

•25 

40 

4 

4 

4i 

40 

60 

H 

6 

20 

30 

30 

15 

40 

i 

3f 

50 

60 

4 

8 

18 

25-60 

25-60 

10-12 

25-45 



4 

3^-4 

4 

40        ( 

>6 

40 

2|-34 

8-10 

23-25 

18-20 

25 

25 

25 

40 

50 

40 

4 

4 

45 

55 

4 

10 

20 

■     a     a     •     .     ■ 

35 

35 

20 

40 

40 

5 

4 

- 

40 

60 

54 

10 

25-30 

20-22 

25 

25 

40 

4* 

4 

40 

40 

5 

7 

*  •  •      •  - 

20 

35 

35 

30 

15 

35 

30 

44 

3f 

50 

80 

8 

8 

25 

•   • 

25 

• 

25 
25-50 
25-50 

25 
25 
25 

40 

374 

5 

4 

• 

60         '. '. 
60 

5 
5 

5 

7 

8 

8-10 

25 

25 

25-60 

45 
40 

50 

35 

40 

5 

44 

4| 

20 

50 

25 

25-50 

25-40 

40 

5 

4-5 

38        I 

>o 

50 

5 

7 

24 

.       .... 

25  50 

•       *   ■  • 

25-50 

20 

40 

44 

4 

4*. 

40 

75 

5 

8 

24 

.... 

35-50 

25 

15-40 
30 
25 

40 
35 
40 

*12* 

4^ 

4 

44-5. 

4 

34 
4-44 

4 

50 
50 
45 

• 

50-60  .. 
50 
60-70  .. 

5 
5 
5 

10 

28-30 

25 

25 

25 

24 

25-40 

10 

25 

20 

25 

25 

40 

40 

5 

4 

4 

40 

50 

5 

10 

25 

•       .... 

25 

40 

25 

28 

30 

20 

4 

34 

Q5 
°4 

40        { 

)0 

60 

3 

5 

18 

POPULATION  OF  10,000  AND  OVER. 


25-50 
50 


35 


.35 

35 

25 

40 

•  1  » 

25-50 ! 

40 

50 1 

25-50 

25-50 

•       • 

35 

.   .   . 

40 

40 


40 


25 
40 

25-50 
40 

25-50 
40 
35 
35 

25-50 
40 


40 


40 
25 


25- 


30 
30 


20 
15 
20 
25 


35 


40 
50 
40 


40 


40 
40 
40 
40 


40 


40 
30 


% 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 


61 


lf\ 


41 


5 

41 

^2 

41 


5% 


60 


41 


51 


70 
65 
60 

75-80 
40 

35-40 
50 
60 
50 
50 


5 

10 

65 

5 

55 

6 

75 

10 

40 

4 

6 

5 

60 

4 

60 

6-7 

50 

8 

75 

5 

35 
10 

8 
10 

8 
10 
10 

8 
-10 

8 


m 


30 
30 

30-35 
35 
30 
30 
30 
30 

30-35 


50 


30 
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C 

0) 

fi 

93 

ARTICLES. 

Flour. 

Cornmeal. 

Locality. 

6 

CO 

S-i 
<D 
& 
fi 
03 

T3 

O 

o 

CJD 

a 

O 

S3    Qj 

j£ 

CD 

o 

CD 
C 

02 

CD 
fi 

6 
ft 

s  fi 

.     1 
ft 

CD 

> 

Whi 

I— 1 

>* 

M 

cS 

O 

CD 
CJ 

fi 

<? 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

British  Columbia. 


GROUP  A.— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Vancouver 

5.20 
5.25 

65 

75 

5.20 
5.25 

65 

75 

5 
4h 

5 
10 

5 

Victoria 

5.40 

3 

3 

3 

6-10 

GROUP  B.— LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Nanaimo 

51 

5.20 
4.75 
4.25 
5.20 
4.80 
5.20 

65 

5.50 

•    5 

4 

6 

' 
5 

— 

1 

6 
5 

New  Westminster, . 

5.00 
5.00 

65 

"75 

4 

3 

24 
3 

3 
3} 

5  lb. 

53 
54 
55 
56 

51b. 

60 

6.00 
5.40 

"3 

"3 

5  1b. 

11                 . . 

"3!50 

5  1b 

GROUP  C. -LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Agassiz 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

5.00 
6.00-6.40 

6.00 
4.00-5.00 

5.50 
5.00-5.40 
5.60 
6.00 
5.50 

6.00 

3 

3 

3 

4 
4 

9 
10 

4 

3 

.... 

3 

4 
5 
5 

10 

8 
5 
4 
5 

8-10 
6-7 

42 

7 

7  9 

10 

12 

12', 

5 

6  1b. 

Alberni 

1  lb. 

6  1b. 

Ashcroft 

'75 

. . . 

4 

9 
10 

5  1b. 
5  1b. 

Athalmer 

7.00 

13-16.00 

18.00 

7  lb. 

Atlin ., 

2-2.25 
2.50 

13-16.00 

18.00 

6.25 

5.20 

4.80 

2-2.25 

2.50 

80 

• 

10  lb. 

1241b. 

Cascade  .             ... 

10  lb. 

Chilliwack 

4.80 

5.00 

5.00 

6.60-6.80 

"  "90 
80 
80 
80 

... 

"so 
76-75 

1.00 

1.00 

90 

75 
75 

5  1b. 

11    ,     ......... 

■    •  •  • 

5  1b. 
4  1b. 

Ooutlee ...             ... 

5.80 

"'75 





4 

"  "4a 

44 

6 

4 

4 
4 

6 

6 

5 

If 

4 
5 

5 

6-7 
8 

8 

6l 
5 

6 

5  lb. 
5  lb. 

Cranbrook . 

5.90 
6.00 

5.75 

5  lb. 

5.50 


6.00 

7:. 
70 

61b. 

Deer  Park . 

10 

6  lb. 

5  lb. 

5-  7  lb. 

Duncan's  Station.    . 
Erie 

5.25 
5.60-&00 

7.50 
7.00 
5.50-6.00 
5.00 
5.50 
6.00 

4  00 

5.00-5.40 

7.50 

60-65 

1.00 

4 

4 

4 

6 



3A  lb. 
"  12 

Ferguson 

5 

- 

0 

6 
4 
5 
4 

4 

10 

1 

7 

5 

6  1b. 

Fernie  

6  lb. 

5.10 
5.00 

70 
65 

6.00 

5-6 

3 
3 

4-5 

3 
3 

4-5 

6  lb. 

Grand  Forks. 

6-10  5-101b. 
10     7  lb. 

10  7-8  lb. 

Grand  Prairie  .... 

5  lb. 

Hope  . 

6.00 

8.00 
6.00 

7:> 
1.00 
1.00 

■ 

Howser 

4 

4 

ti 

10-11     7  1b. 

Kamloops 

, 

•  •       • 

.  6.66 



-     5  lb. 
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ARTICLES. 


Tea. 

Coffee — Roasted . 

Sugar. 

a 

o 

a 

Coal  Oil. 

be 

o 

m 

T3 

CO 

'S 

o 
O 

13 

£3 

•r-t 

© 

o 

S-l 

pq 

© 

05 

o 
O 

i 

eg 
o 

eS 

© 

H 

© 

eg 

© 

=3 
£3 

T3 

© 
© 

CO 

ft 

Pn 

o 

Si 

© 

eg 

c3 

^3 

© 

o 

> 

,d 

«S 

O 

50 

o 

h 

(3 

c3 

s 

£3 

s 

c3 

1-5 

o 

o 
O 

o 
O 

§ 

m 
Per 

o 

+2 

<1 

e8 
O 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Gall. 

Gall. 

POPULATION  OF  10,000  AND  OVER. 


60 


40 
20-50 


40 
30-60 


40 


40 
40 


35-40 
40 


7 
51 


10 
5 


50 


75 


5 

75 


10 
6 


40 
10 


42 


POPULATION  FROM  5,000  TO  10.000. 


30 
35 

50 

35-50 

25 
35 

40 

35 
35-50 

35 
40 

25 
40 
25 
30 
2u 

35 

50 

H 

5-6 

5 

6 

5 

5J 

4* 

4 

*k 

44 
41 

5 

35 
75 
60 
65 
75-65 

50 

75 
65 
75 
50 
75 

5 
5 
5 

H 
5 

9 

8 

10 

10 

8 

10-15 

"4O-5O 

45 

40 
50 

35-50 
35 
35 

40 
50 

40 
25-40 

POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN  5,000. 


40-50 
50 

40 
25 
40 
50 

60 
60 
60 

50 

35 

50 

60 
50 

50 
50 

40-50 
30 
40 
40 
50 
50 
60 
60 

25-50 

25 
25 
25 
40 
60 

25-50 
40 
40 

40 

40 
50 
60 

50 
25 

50 

60 

40 

4 

6 
6 
6 

7 

+ 
+ 

10 
124 

7 

H 

6 

5 

54 

5 

6 

^  6 

10 
11 
63 

°4 

41 
^4 

4 

75 

75 

50 

45 

80 

1.00 

1.00 

1.50 

1.75 

*1.25 

40 

75 

6 
6 

6 

r* 

1 

8 

8 

10 

121 

10 

6 

10 
121 

124 

124 

121 

15 

15 

25 

191 

10 

121 

50 
40 
50 

"50 
50 
1.25 
1.25 
30 
40 
50 

50 
35 

25 
50 
50 
60 

12 

45 
1.00 
1.00 
1.00 
1.25 
1.75 
1.00 

50 
1.25 

90 

35 

40 

35 
20 

50 

40 
30-60 
50 
50 
50 

50 

40 
30-50 

40-50 
30 

25 

45 
25 
40 

25-35 
40 
25 
50 

25-50 

25-50 
25 

30-35 
35 
50 
32 

'  30 

50 

40 
25-50 

50 
40 
35 

40-50 

50 

20-25 

1.00 
1.00 

1.00 

8 

14 

6 

6 
5 
6 

12§ 
15 

10 

121 

15 

15 

10 

15-20 

8 

15 

"lO 

50 
68 
50 
50 
50 
60 

40 

50 
50 

d 

6 

6 

6 
6 
6 

H 

5 

30-50 
40 

8 



90 

50 
90 

75 

1.00-1.50 

60 

90 

1.00 

30 
40 

25 
40 

50 

40-60 

60 
40 

50 
75 
60 
50 
40 
50-60 
60. 

25 
35 

40 

25-35 
50 

°4 

41 

...   . 

i'.bb 
1.00 

75 
1.00 
1.00 

8 
5 

""8 

.50 
30-50 

10 

7 
8 

6-6| 

9 

6 

FT 

5| 
5-5| 

30-50 

35 

25-50 

40 

40-50 
50 

"60 
35-60 

40 

25-50 
50 

40-50 
45 
50 

40-60 

45 
45-50 

50 

50 
30-35 

45 

50 

40 

53 

°4 

75 

80-1.00 

75-90 

90 

1.00-2.00 
75-90 

5 
5-6 

5 
8-10 

8 
6-12 

lO] 

8-15 

121 

"l2i 
10 

""8 

50 

1 

40-50 

25 
30 

"50 
35 

30-40 
50 

..... 





1.00 

70 
*1.15 

1.25 

1   

40 

1.10 
1.00 

! 

6 

5-7 

40. 

1  .  .. . 

'Maple. 


f5  gallons,  $2. 


£$7.50  per  100  lbs. 


5$7  per  100  lbs. 
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6 

4-2 

a 
<v 

a 

J3 

X 

1 — 1 
JO 
c8 

ARTICLES. 

Flour. 

Cornmeal. 

Locality. 

i 

CD 

ft 

Family,  good. 

o 
S 

<x> 
s-> 

CD 

CD 
P4 

— 

4-> 

CO 

O 

d 

Wheat,  su 
fine. 

«5 
>> 

q; 

£ 

c 
>* 

i—3 

w 

a 

o 

c 

CD 

pq 

British    Columbia 

— Con. 

Per 

Barrel. 

Per 

25  lbs. 

Per 

Barrel. 

Per 

25  lbs. 

Per 

Barrel 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 
Lb. 

Per 
Lb. 

Per 

Lb. 

Per 

Qt. 

GROUP  C-LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Kamloops 

33 
34 

35 
36 
83 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
.    47 
48 
49 
50 
52 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 

4.60-5.00 

5.50 

6.00 

18.00 

67 
75 

6.00 
5.00 
5.25 

6.00 
7.60 

75 
'""65 

i!20 

2 

6.50 

4 

4 

"  3J 

10 

""5 

4^ 
3| 
3| 

"5 

5 

10 

3£ 

0 

4 

5 

5 

10 

3 

5 

7 

4 
6 

6 

6 

4 

- 
5 

4 

7 
5 



8 

6-8 

6 

15 

5 

10 

5-7 
8 

7h 
6 

5 

8-10 

1 

6 

6  lb. 
51b. 

Keefers     

Keithley  Creek  .... 
Keremeos 

5  1b. 

10  lb. 

5  lb. 

Kuskonook  ........ 

Lac  LaHache 

7.50 

1.15 

"70 

5.00 

90 

75 

1.00 

"90 

'  80 

7  lb. 

8  1b. 

Ladysmith 

Langley  Prairie .... 
Lillooet 

- 

5.25 
6.00 
6.00 
4.00 
5.00 
6.00 
6.00 
6.00 

5  lb. 

"7.70 
4.00 
4.00 
5.50 

6  00 
5  50 

1.00 
1.00 

"75 

31b. 

Lower  Nicola 

Lytton 

Movie 

'7.OO 

5 
4 
5 
5 

5 

4£ 

5 
4 

5 

+b 

4 
5 
4 

5  1b. 
lb. 

6-7.  lb. 

7  lb. 

6  1b. 

...    . 

6.00 

84  lb. 

New  Denver  

• 

5..50 

7.00 

5.25 

5.25-6.00 

6.50-7.00 

6  1b. 

Nicola  Lake.. 

1.25 

8.66 

8.00 
5.00 

6  lb. 

1.50 

5 

5 
Si 

12 

North  Bend  .... 

5  lb. 

North  field    

5  1b. 

6.00 

6.00 

5  1b. 

Paters  jn 

•• 

6.00 
6.00-6.50 

75 
85 

75 

3* 

3f 
4 

7 

'*     4 
4 
4 

"si 

""3 

Si 

34 
4 
3 
7 
3 

10 

4 
4 

4 

"4 

"'34 
5 
5 

5 
3 

3 

4 

5 

5 

41 

9 

4^ 
7 
5 

5 

5 
...    .. 

4 
5 

4 

6 

5 

4 

5 
5 

8 

8 

4V0 

'  6 
10 

6 

10 

8 

8£ 

10 

6 

5-7 

10 

H 
9 

8 

1 
6-7 

5  lb. 

Phoenix 

7  lb. 

Pilot  Bay 

5.00 

4.50 

4.00-4.50 

•    ■ 

6.50 

4 

6  1b. 

Port  Essington  .... 
Port  Haney. . 
Princeton 

5.00-6.00 

5.00 

10.00 

4.50-5.00 
4.00 
6-50 
6.00 
6.50 

5.75-6.00 

6.00-6.50 
6.00 

i.25 

75 
75 
85 
85-90 
90 

5-7  lb. 

. 

.... 

.... 

12 
8 

Quathiaski  Cove . . . 

Quesnel 

Rossland . .  , 

5.50-6.00 
5.00 
6.00 
5.00 

.... 

5  lb. 

12 

68 

6.50 
6.00 
7.00 

"4 

4 

3W 

"  5 

0 
5 

0 

71 

.72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 

5  1b. 

ii           

6  1b. 
GJlta. 

5.00-6.50 
6.00 
6.00 

75-90 
90 

6-6.50 
6.00 
6.00 

5  1b. 

M         

Sechett 

0  1b. 

10 

4  1b. 

Sicamous 

•• 

5.00 

6.00-6.50 

6.00 

1  35 

80-  85 
80 

5.75-6.66 
6.30 

75 

oib. 

Sirdar 

Slocan 

7  1b. 

5-1 01b. 

0  1b. 

6.00 
5.25 
6.00 
3.00 
5.50 
5.25 
5.50 

85 
"75 

6  lb. 

South  Salt  Springs. 

it            ii 
Spence's  Bridge . . . 
Squamish 

4.40 
4.40 
5.50 



5  lb. 

3  4  lb. 

5  lb. 

Steveston 

6.00 

5  lb. 

Surrey  Centre 

18 

Maple.        f  $3 .  00  for  5  gallons. 


44  gallons  82.00. 
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POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN  5,000. 


25 

40 

40 

25 

40 

80-1.00 

7-8 
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35-50 

25-50 

15-25 

40-45 

25 

5| 

5 

1.00-75 

1.00 

5 
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50 

•  .   •  •  -  - 

50 

50 

50 

30 

40 

6 

5 

75 

1.00 

6 

10 

50 
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75 

78 

20 
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25 
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1.00 

•  ■  %  *      • 

40 
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35-60 

35 

7 
8 
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60 

1.00 
75 
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7 
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50 
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45 

50 
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50 

50 

50 
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10 

8 
10 

15 

+ 
60 

50-00 

84 



80 

1.00 

50 

50 

40 

35 

30 

5* 

44 

50 

50 

6 

..... 

45 

•   1  >  • 

25-50 

35-50 

25 
50 

30-50 
60 

7 
7 

64 

6^ 

6* 

1.00 
75 

1.00 

60 

1-00 

"ie 

8 

124 
124 

75 
75 
65 

30 

50 
50 

50 

50 

25 

. 

25-50 

30-45 

20 

6 

5 

65 

65 

6 

10-121 

25 

35-75 

30-60 

20-50 

20-50 

•  •   . 

«H 

.5| 

.... 

90 

90 

10 

124 

45 

50 

50 

. 

45 

90 

1.00 

10-15 

60 

50 

40 
50 
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50 

25 
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50 
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1.00 
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*1.50 
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5 

124 

15 
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60 
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8^ 
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50 

50 
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1.00 
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124 
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60 
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50 
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50 
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50 
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1.25 

12 

15 
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25-50 

50 

25-40 

6 

54 

65 

85 

6 

124 

50 
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50 
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40 

25 

80 
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8 

10 
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15 

50 
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+ 
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40 

50 

(i 

5 

45-60 

35-50 
50 
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25 

25-50 
35 

"50 

.... 
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75 
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*1.50-75 

5 

15 

124 

50 

6C 

60 

50 

35-50 

50 

50 

35 

6 

54 

1.25 

1.50 

t       t 

•  •  •  >  •  • 

50 

•   •  .  . 

50 

25 

50 

25-50 

50 

6 

5 

5 

50 

7 

124 

50 

50 

35 

50 

45 

25 

20 

6 

5 

5 

60 

75 

6 

12 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

40 
30-40 

10 

54-6 
10i 

8 
44-5 

20-30 

12| 

8 

25 

25 

10-15 

25 

80 
50 
90 

40-50 

50-60 

40-55 

40 

50 

50 

50 

50-60 

50-60 

25 

50 

7 

6 

75 

75 

7 

15 

50 

25-50 

50 

50 

25 

45 

35 

Or. 

5h 

75 

85 

5 

m 

40 

50 

50 
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25 

45 
50 

45 

25 

6 

5f  6f 
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6 
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35 
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*1.40 

"5 
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50 

45 
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50 

50 

25 

45 

35 

6* 

6 

75 
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50 

60 

50 
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50 

50 

6* 

6 

85 

*1. 40-85 

5 
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50 

50 

50 
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45 

30 

6 

54 

75 
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6 
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50 

25 
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50 
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25 

51 

5| 

7 

50 

60 

10 

50 

40 

50 
40 

25 

6 

8 
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1.00 
+3.00 

6 

60 
50 

45 

60 

50 

50 

40 

40 

40-50 

50 

50 
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*2.50 

7 

13 

60 

50 

50 
50 
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35 
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50 
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II. — Retail   Prices  of 
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Flour. 
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Is 

CD 
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O 
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British  Columbta- 
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Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Per 

Con. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel. 

25  lbs. 

Barrel 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Lb. 

Qt. 

GROUP  C. -LOCALITIES  WITH  A 


Three  Forks 

Trail 

90 
90  B 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
99 

• 

5.80 
5.50 
6.00 
5.85 

75 

5.50 

70 

7.00 

5 

4 

10 
5 
4 

4 

8 

4 

10 

5 

4 

4 
4 

5 
8 
5 
5 

4 

5 

8 
8 

10 
8 
6 

n 

6 

8 

7 

5  1b. 

6  1b. 

Ucluet  . 

85 
75 

6.00 
575 

85 
70 

5.80 

10 
3 

10 

6  1b. 

5 

Vernon 

ii       

Wasa 

....4.80 
5.00 
6.00 

5.25-5.40 

"85 

4.66 
4.00 
6.00 

"6.20 

"'  85 

"5 
3.25 

5  1b. 
10 

Winter  Harbor. . 

6  1b. 

6 

5  1b. 

fOolden  Drops.         *Maple 


of  provision  prices  published  in  the  May 
Gazette,  so  as  to  afford  a  basis  of  com- 
parison between  the  prices  obtaining  in  the 
different  provinces  of  the  Dominion,  and 
at  several  points  within  the  provinces.  As 
in  the  previous  article,  the  localities  have 
been  arranged  alphabetically  under  three 
headings,  group  A  comprising  localities 
having  a  population  of  10,000  and  over, 
group  B,  localities  with  a  population  of 
from  5,000  to  10,000,  and  group  C,  localities 
with  a  population  of  less  than  5,000. 

Sources  and  Nature  of  Returns. 

The  statistics  recorded  in  the  tables  com- 
prise the  entire  body  of  information  which 
the  department  received  in  response  to  its 
request  for  a  statement  of  prices  from  re- 
tail dealers  in  groceries  all  over  the  Do- 
minion, and  do  not  include,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  series  of  returns,  any  of  the 
schedules  that  may  have  been  secured  as 
a  result  of  personal  investigation  by  any 


officer  of  the  department.  The  exception 
in  question  has  reference  to  the  returns 
set  in  italics,  which  were  prepared  and  for- 
warded to  the  department  by  the  corres- 
pondents of  the  Labour  Gazette  in  the 
several  cities  of  the  Dominion.  The  dealers 
referred  to  were  asked  to  fill  in  on  a  blank 
schedule,  prepared  and  forwarded  by  the 
department,  a  statement  of  the  actual  prices 
averaged  during  the  past  twelve  months 
for  the  grade  most  in  demand  of  the  dif- 
ferent articles  named.  The  figures  thus 
obtained  have  been  transcribed  exactly  as 
received  into  the  accompanying  tables,  no 
attempt  being  made  to  reconcile  variations 
however  wide  between  one  schedule  and 
another,  the  supervision  of  the  department 
in  this  respect  going  no  further  than  the 
selection  of  as  reliable  sources  as  possible 
from  which  to  request  the  information. 
Where  fluctuations  on  a  marked  scale  in 
the  prices  of  articles  had  been  reported 
during  the  year,  dealers  were  asked  to  re- 
cord the  lowest   and  highest  selling  rates 
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POPULATION  OF  LESS  THAN  5,000, 
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85 
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1.00 

1.00 
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25-50 

which  had  existed  at  any  time  for  a  period 
of  more  than  one  or  two  weeks  duration. 
In  cases,  however,  where  accuracy  was  pos- 
sible without  resort  to  this  expedient,  a 
statement  of  average  prices  was  requested. 
As  stated  in  a  previous  article,  it  is  the 


intention  of  the  department,  when  publica- 
tion of  the  various  returns  is  completed,  to 
present  an  analysis  of  the  total  result  to- 
gether with  an  article  making  comparison 
of  cost  of  living  in  Canada  and  the  United 
States. 


LEGISLATION  AFFECTING  LABOUR  IN  THE  PROVINCE  OF  QUEBEC,  1903. 


THE  Legislature  of  the  Province  of  Que- 
bec, which  assembled  for  the  session 
of  1903,  in  March,  was  prorogued  on  April 
25,  when  the  assent  of  the  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor was  given  to  some  240  measures. 
Among  those  of  special  interest  to  labour 
were  the  following  : — 

Bill  No.  7 :  An  Act  to  authorize  the  in- 
corporation of  Fishermen's  Bait  Associa- 
tions. 

Bill  No.  8 :  An  Act  to  amend  the  Que- 
bec Trades  Disputes  Act. 


Bill  No.  9 :  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
respecting  industrial  establishments. 

Bill  No.  222:  An  Act  to  amend  the  law 
respecting  masters  and  servants. 

The  Quebec  Trade  Disputes  Act. 

The  amendment  to  the  Quebec  Trade 
Disputes  Act  consists  of  the  insertion  in 
the  first  section  of  the  Act,  in  which  the 
'  general  provisions '  of  the  law  are  set 
forth,  of  an  article  empowering  the  Re- 
gistrar of  Councils  of  Conciliation  and  of 
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Arbitration   to   adopt    certain   methods   of  limit  for  children  in  the  above-mentioned 

procedure   in   the   case   of   certain   denned  '  dangerous,  unwholesome  or  inconvenient ' 

conditions    arising   out   of   industrial   dis-  establishments  remains  at  sixteen  years  for 

putes.       Where  such  a  dispute  is  in  exis-  boys    and   eighteen    years     for     girls,     or 

tence,  or  apprehended,   the  registrar  may,  women. 

under  the  new  provision,   if  requested  in 

writing  by  at  least  five  of  the  workmen  Protection   of   Professional   Singers   and 

involved,    or   by   the   employer,   or   by   the  Artists. 

mayor   of  the  municipality   in   which   the  m,        „    ,     *  .1                i            .     ,,       A 

,.,»              ,            .            ..,,11       i.         i.  I  he  effect  of  the  amendment  to  the  Act 

difference  has  arisen,  visit  the  locality  oi  , 

respecting  masters  and  servants  is  to  ex- 


the   disturbance   and   endeavour  to   act   as 
mediator  between  the  parties.       It  is  fur 
ther   provided   that    the    registrar,    on    re 
ceiving  information  from  any  source  what 
ever  of  the  existence  of  an  industrial  dis 


tend  the  provisions  of  a  portion  of  the  law 
so  as  to  include  under  the  term  of  '  ser- 
vants '  professional  singers  and  actors  in 
the  City  of  Montreal  engaged  by  the  day, 

week,  month  or  season.       The  section  of 
pute,  may  visit  the  locality  in  which  the     ,,     ,  ,         ,  .  ,    .,  ,  - .  . 

.    ,  .  ..,  ...        „  the  law  under  which  these  classes  of  labour 


will  be  included  is  that  providing  a  penalty 
not  exceeding  $20  against  masters  or  em- 
ployers for  misusage,  or  any  ill-treatment 
of  a  servant. 

Fishermen's  Bait  Associations. 


dispute  has  arisen  without  waiting  for  the 
request  in  writing  to  be  made  to  him,  the 
registrar  to  prepare  a  report  of  his  pro- 
ceedings in  eitjher  case  at  once  to  the 
proper  minister  of  the  Cabinet.  The  re- 
gistrar's duties,  it  is  stated,  in  connection 
with  his    intervention   in   a   trade   dispute 

under  the  operation  of  this  section  of  the  Bill  No.  7  as  passed  by  the  legislature, 

Act,  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  causes  and  is  designed  to  furnish  machinery  to  facili- 

circumstances    of    the    difference,    to    en-  tate  the  incorporation  of  fishermen's  bait 

deavour  to  prevail  upon  the  parties  to  meet  associations.       Twenty  or  more  persons,  it 

and  settle  their .  differences  for  themselves,  js  enacted,  may  form  themselves  into  such 

or  to  submit  their  difference  to  a  council  an  association  for  the  purpose  of  operating 

of  conciliation  or  arbitration  before  hav-  cold  storage  warehouses  for  bait  and  for 

ing  recourse  to  a  strike  or  lock-out.  trading  in  bait  for  fishing  purposes.       An 

The  amendment  went  into  force  on  the  agreement  in  due  form  having  been  filed 

day  of  its  sanction.  in  the  office  of  the  provincial  secretary  and 

20  per  cent  of  the  subscribed  capital  having 

The  Age  Limit  in  Industrial  Establish-  been  paid  up>  Letters  Patent  may  be  is_ 

H1611*'8'  sued  under  the  new  law  for  a  charter  con- 
The  amendment  to  the  law  respecting  stituting  the  association  in  question  and 
industrial  establishments  provides  that  the  making  it  a  body  corporate  for  the  pur- 
age  of  employees  in  such  establishments  poses  named,  no  fee  to  be  charged  for  any 
as  are  not  classified  as  l  dangerous,  un-  Letters  Patent  to  be  issued  under  the  Act. 
wholesome  or  inconvenient,'  shall  be  not  The  limitation  of  capital  stock,  composition 
less  than  thirteen  years  for  boys  and  four-  of  board  of  directors,  procedure  at  the  gen- 
teen  years  for  girls,  the  'age  limit  for  boys  eral  meeting  of  the  association  and  other 
having  been  previously  twelve  years.       The  similar  details  are  fully  provided  for. 


LABOUR   CONDITIONS   IN  NEW   SOUTH   WALES. 

THE  second  annual  report  of  the  labour     contains   a   description   of   industrial   con- 
commissioners  of  New  South  Wales,    ditions  prevailing  in  that   colony,   and   of 
for     the     year     ended     June     30,     1902,     the  work  accomplished  by  the  State  Labour 
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Bureau  during  teh  year.  The  drought, 
which  has  been  prevalent  over  nearly  the 
whole  of  Australia  for  so  long,  and  which 
caused  great  injury  to  the  industries  of 
the  state,  throwing  numbers  of  men  out  of 
employment  and  raising  the  prices  of  neces- 
saries to  almost  prohibitive  figures,  was  the 
most,  prominent  feature  in  the  industrial 
situation,  while  the  duties  of  the  labour 
bureau  are  stated  to  consist  mainly  in  pro- 
curing work  for  the  unemployed  and  in 
alleviating  the  distress  caused  by  poverty. 
The  conclusion  of  the  .commissioners'  re- 
port, wherein  they  indicate  their  concep- 
tion of  the  task  imposed  upon  them,  is  in 
this  connection  of  interest.  It  runs  : 
1  We  declare  that  our  work  will  not  be  done 
until  every  person  willing  to  earn  subsis- 
tence is  afforded  an  opportunity  to  do  so  ; 
and  those  others  who  will  not,  without  com- 
pulsion, compelled  either  to  earn  that  which 
they  eat,  or  to  betake  themselves  outside 
the  borders  of  New  South  Wales.' 

The  report  in  relation  to  the  work  of 
the  bureau  may  be  divided  as  follows  :  Re- 
gistration of  the  unemployed,  and  the  col- 
lection and  publishing  of  statistics  relating 
to  the  labour  market;  means  adopted  for 
assisting  the  unemployed  to  obtain  work; 
and  recommendations  for  further  legisla- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  unemployed. 

Registration  of  Unemployed. 

In  connection  with  the  New  South  Wales 
Labour  Bureau,  with  which  the  board  of 
commissioners  is  amalgamated,  there  are 
two  registration  offices  at  Sydney,  one  for 
men  and  the  other  for  women,  and  forty 
others  in  as  many  industrial  centres  of  the 
colony.  In  addition  to  these,  there  are 
two  registration  offices  at  Sydney  conducted 
by  the  State  Labour  Board,  an  institution 
established  in  January,  1902,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  regulating  employment  of  men  re- 
quired on  public  works.  One  of  these 
latter  offices  is  for  the  benefit  of  trade 
unionists  only. 

With  a  view  to  distinguish  between  the 
differemt  capacities  and  merits  of  applicants 
for  work,  the  labour  bureau  divides  them 


into    the   following    classes,    according    to 
their  merits  and  qualifications  : — 

A.  Professional  and  clerical,  sub-divided 
into  CI,  C2  and  C3. 

B.  Artisans  and  mechanics,  sub-divided 
into  CI,  C2  and  C3. 

CI.  First  grade  labourers. 
C2.  Second  grade  labourers. 
C3.  Third  grade  labourers. 

Labour  Statistics. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1902, 
there  were  registered  at  the  Sydney  office 
of  the  Bureau  of  Labour,  3,634  persons,  at 
the  country  branches,  1,252,  and  at  the 
offices  of  the  State  Labour  Board,  5,613. 
Only  the  statistics  of  those  registering  with 
the  labour  bureau  have  been  fully  analysed. 
Three-fourths  of  those  who  registered  in 
the  clerical  and  mechanical  divisions  stated 
their  willingness  to  accept  labouring  work, 
if  other  work  was  not  obtainable.  Of  the 
labourers  who  applied,  12  per  cent  were  in 
the  first  grade,  72|  per  cent  in  the  second, 
and  more  than  15  per  cent  in  the  third 
grade,  who  were  only  fit  for  very  light 
work. 

Means  of  Assisting  the  Unemployed. 

In  providing  work  for  the  unemployed, 
the  rule  is  to  take  them  in  rotation,  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  their  names  on  the  re- 
gister. If  the  situation  happens  to  be 
in  the  country,  the  government  gives  the 
men  reduced  rates  on  the  railway  at  three- 
fourths  of  the  ordinary  fare,  and  advances 
money  in  payment  of  them.  Tents  and 
blankets  are  also  supplied  at  cost  price 
when  required.  The  cost  of  all  fares  and 
goods,  with  half-pay  orders  for  wives  or 
other  relatives,  is  deducted  from  the  men's 
earnings.  A  certain  amount  is  lost  by 
the  government  through  failure  of  the  men 
to  refund  the  advances.  In  three  years, 
from  1899  to  1902,  the  sum  of  £11,677  19s. 
2d.,  has  been  loaned,  of  which  £8,189.  4s. 
lOd.  has  been  returned,  leaving  £2,488.  14s. 
4d.  still  outstanding.  In  the  ten  years  of 
the  bureau's  existence  there  was  a  loss  of 
£57,985.  16s.  lid.  By  greater  care  in  as- 
certaining the  bona  fides  of  applicants  for 
advances  and  in  collecting  their  debts,  the 
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annual  loss  has  been  greatly  reduced.      In  Recommendations  of  the  Commissioners. 

urgent  cases  of  distress,  special  orders  for  The  commissioners  in  their  report  make 

employment  on  government  works   are  is-  a  number  of  recommendations  for  the  solu- 

sued,  each  order  being  good  for  three  or  tion    0f   tne   problem   of   the   unemployed, 

six  days'  work.  The  most  important  ones  are  in  connection 

For   those   who   are  too   weak  from   old  with  industrial  farms.       They  advise  the 

age  or  ill  health  to  earn  a  living,  a  labour  establishment  of  three  classes  of  farms,  one 

depot   has   been   established   near    Sydney,  for  those  who  are  able  and  willing  to  work, 

where  they  may  obtain  two  meals   and  a  a  compulsory  labour  colony  for  vagrants, 

bed  by  doing  light  work  for  three  hours  and  industrial  farms  for  inebriates.      They 

a  day.      During  the  year,  1901-02,  some  209  also  recommend  that  the  government  should 

were   admitted  to   the   depot   as   residents,  assist  deserving  settlers  from  the  industrial 

and  109  given  temporary  shelter  as  casuals,  farms   to    obtain   homes   of   their   own   by 

The  bureau  also  conducts  a  casual  labour  leasing  to  them  suitable  Crown  lands,  and 

farm,  and  a  free  night  shelter  for  destitute  advancing   the   necessary   funds   to   enable 

and   homeless    men,   both    of    which   have  them  to  undertake  agricultural  labour  on 

proved  to  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  poor.  their  own  account. 


THE  IMMIGRATION  AND  COLONIZATION  MOVEMENT. 

THE  month  of  May  witnessed  few  new  Ontario  government,  while  a  refund  was 
developments  in  the  immigration  secured  on  the  western  tickets  of  the  col- 
movement,  the  unprecedented  propor-  onists.  Many  of  these  will  proceed  later 
tions  reached  in  March  and  April  to  the  west,  but  prefer,  in  the  meantime, 
being  continued  on  a  scale  relatively  to  take  advantage  of  the  position  of  the 
as  extensive.  Although  accurate  returns  labour  market  in  Ontario  at  a  time  when 
were  not  obtainable  on  the  closing  the  influx  into  the  west  has  had  a  tendency 
day  of  the  month,  the  almost  daily  arrival  '  to  lessen  the  demand  for  general  labour 
of  steamships  from  British  and  other  there.  The  artisan  classes  were  also  prom- 
European  ports  with  full  bookings  of  im-  inent  among  those  who  preferred  to  take 
migrants,  often  running  into  the  thou-  up  their  location  in  the  older  provinces, 
sands,  was  evidence  of  the  general  nature  agriculturists  and  domestics  alone  being 
of  the  movement.  The  quality  of  the  im-  canvassed  by  the  immigration  office  in 
migrants  also  continued  during  May  to  London  for  settlement  in  the  west.  The 
be  distinctly  superior  to  that  of  previous  transportation  of  the  immigrants  consti- 
years,  with  enough  money  to  purchase  tuted  an  important  problem  of  the  month 
their  own  farms  in  a  few  years'  time,  but  for  the  railway  and  steamship  companies, 
for  the  present  intending  to  work  with  an(j  SOme  complaints  as  to  the  overcrowd- 
farmers  in  order  to  get  a  practical  insight  ing  0f  passengers  on  steamships,  and  as  to 
into  farming  methods  as  followed  in  this  delays  and  unsuitable  sleeping  accommo- 
country.  While  the  majority  of  these  went  dation  on  the  railways,  were  reported, 
through  directly  to  western  Canada,  with  A  feature  of  the  past  month>  as  in 
the  intention  of  settling  in  Manitoba  or  ^^  ana-  April,  was  the  high  proportion 
the  Territories,  a  considerable  number  re-  reached  .by  the  number  of  British  immi- 
mained  in  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  in  the  grants  as  compared  with  those  from  con- 
former  province  materially  relieved  in  tinental  Europe.  The  movement  of  repatri- 
some  localities  the  stringency  prevailing  in  ate(j  Canadians  was  also  reported  as  one 
the  market  for  farm  labour,  positions  and  of  considerable  promise,  and  as  affecting  in 
free  transportation  to  the  points  where  particular  the  newly  opened  districts  of 
they  were  needed  being  promised  by  the  New  Ontario.  A  number  of  arrivals  of  Aus- 
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tralian  colonists  for  settlement  on  farms  in 
the  Canadian  west  was  reported  at  Van- 
couver. Inquiries  on  the  subject,  accord- 
ing to  the  Canadian  Trade  Commissioner 
in  Australia,  were  very  frequent. 

The  Barr  Colony. 

During  May  considerable  progress  was 
reported  in  the  work  of  settling  the  colony 
of  British  immigrants  brought  out  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  I.  N.  Barr  on 
the  lands  allotted  to  the  westward  of  Sas- 
katoon. On  the  1st  of  May  the  first  con- 
tingent of  the  party  arrived  at  its  loca- 
tion on  the  Saskatchewan,  the  balance  be- 
ing scattered  at  various  stages  of  the  ad- 
vance over  a  distance  of  180  miles  between 
that  point  and  Saskatoon.  On  the  whole 
the  journey  across  the  prairie,  though 
accompanied  with  many  difficulties,  was 
satisfactorily  covered,  and  was  the 
means  of  bringing  into  prominence 
many  characteristics  of  endurance  and  re- 
source among  the  colonists.  A  number, 
however,  had  previously  abandoned  the  ori- 
ginal design  of  settling  on  the  Saskatche- 
wan and  engaged  in  railway  construction 
or  lumbering,  or  had  commenced  as  set-, 
tiers  or  farm  labourers  in  other  districts. 
.The  work  of  re-surveying  and  of  locating 
on  the  allottment  was  begun  immediately, 
the  scarcity  of  lumber  proving  one  of 
the  most  serious  difficulties  to  be  en- 
countered. The  land  chosen  is  undulat- 
ing, and  the  soil  of  a  rich  sandy  loam, 
with  clay  subsoil,  ravines  running  in  the 
direction  of  the  river  affording  a  natural 
drainage. 

The  difficulties  with  regard  to  the  leader- 
ship of  the  colonists  reached  their  culmin- 
ation shortly  after  the  middle  of  the  month, 
when  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Barr  was  ac- 
cepted, and  the  Bev.  Mr.  Lloyd  appointed 
to  succeed  him.  In  reply  to  the  request  of 
the  colonists  for  the  appointment  of  a 
government  commission,  the  government 
promised  assistance  in  every  possible  way, 
and  placed  the  immigration  agent  in  the 
locality  at  the  disposal  of  the  settlers  for 
consultation. 


Immigration   Returns   for  April. 

According  to  a  statement  supplied  by1 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
21,549  immigrants  arrived  in  Canada  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April,  bringing  the  total 
number  of  arrivals  since  January  1  up 
to  40,967.  The  arrivals  during  March 
were  13,253,  so  that  a  substantial  increase 
in  the  volume  of  the  movement  has  taken 
place  since  the  previous  month.  Of  the 
April  arrivals,  6,144  were  English,  1,877 
Scotch  and  275  Irish.  Some  7,030  were 
reported  from  the  United  States  via  Win- 
nipeg, and  330  were  registered  as  returned 
Canadians,  of  which  there  have  been  893 
reported  since  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Of  the  immigrants  arriving  from  con- 
tinental Europe,  the  following  are  the 
chief  by  nationalities : — Galicians,  1,270 ; 
Russians,  1,040;  Italians,  809;  Hungari- 
ans, 461;  Swedish,  349,  and  Germans,  340. 
The  total  arrivals  in  1902,  up  to  May  1, 
were  22,482,  as  against  40,967  mentioned 
above,  and  in  1901,  13,393.  British  immi- 
grants during  the  first  four  months  of  1901 
were  3,347,  in  1902,  5,186,  and  in  the  pre- 
sent year  16,457,  or  a  gain  of  13,110,  as 
compared  with  1901. 

Homestead  Entries  for  April. 

The  following  statement,  published  by 
courtesy  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
shows  the  number  of  homestead  entries,  ac- 
cording to  the  various  agencies,  made  dur- 
ing the  month  of  April,  1903,  as  compared 
with  April,  1902  :— 


Agency. 

1903. 

1902. 

Increase . 

Decrease. 

Alameda 

185 
116 

301 
44 

116 

Battlef  ord 

'  72 

Brandon 

51 

r-r- 

1 1 

26 

Calgarv 

373 

250 

123 

Dauphin 

39 

67 

28 

465 

321 

144 

Kamloops 

7 

8 

1 

Lethbridge 

248 

137 

111 

Minnedosa 

51 

54 

3 

New  Westminster 

3 

1 

2 

Prince  Albert  . . . 

388 

135 

253 

Regina 

1,273 

288 

985 

Red  Deer 

216 

170 

46 

Winnipeg 

159 

95 

64 

Yorkton . , 

2,204 

130 

2,074 

3,874 

Total  ..    .. 

5,778 

2,078 

174 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  net  increase  in 
the  number  of  entries  during  the  month 
was  3,700. 

The  statement  of  entries  made  for  the 
various  months  of  the  present  year  to  date 
is  as  follows  : — 


Month. 

1903. 

1902. 

Increase. 

January  ........    . 

February 

March 

1,109 
1,165 
2,325 
5,778 

809 

928 

1,207 

2,078 

300 

237 

1,118 

April 

May 

June 

3,700 

Total 

10,377 

5,022 

5,355 

Nationalities    of    Homesteaders. 

The  nationalities  of  homesteaders,  as 
reported  by  the  several  agencies  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior  in  Manitoba,  the 
North-west  Territories  and  British  Col- 
umbia, during  the  month  of  April, 
were  as  follows  : — 


1903, 


Nationalities. 


Canadians  from  Ontario 

n  Quebec 

ii  Nova  Scotia 

ii  New  Brunswick 

ti  Prince  Edward  Island . 

H     •  Manitoba  

ii  North-west  Territories, 

it  British  Columbia 

Persons  who  had  previous  entry ...... 

Canadians  returned  from  United  States. 

Americans. 

Newfoundlanders.  

English 

Scotch .      ...... 

Irish 

French 

Belgians 

Roumanians . . 

Germans. 

Austro- Hungarians 

Danes  (ether  than  Icelanders) 

Icelanders 

Swedo-Norwegians 

Russians  (other  than   Mennonites  and 

Doukhobors) 

Mennonites 

Doukhobors 

Chinese 

Spaniards 

Turks 

Persians 

Total  


Number  of 
Entries. 


527 

122 

30 

16 

8 

182 

81 

13 

190 

96 

1,525 

1 

376 

Hi) 

57 

55 

6 

21 

136 

339 

2 

24 

64 

47 
4 
1,732 
1 
1 
2 
1 


The  5,778  entries  above  represent  a 
population  of  17,195  souls. 

Of  the  total  number  of  entries  made  dur- 
ing April  by  persons  coming  from  the 
United  States  into  Canada,  487  were  from 
Minnesota,  454  from  Dakota,  103  from 
Wisconsin,  85  from  Iowa,  62  from  Utah, 
51  from  Michigan  and  Nebraska,  and  42 
from  Montana. 

Lands  Patented  in  April. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  letters 
patent  covering  Dominion  lands  situated 
in  Manitoba,  the  North-west  Territories, 
British  Columbia  and  the  Yukon  Territory, 
issued  from  the  Department  of  the  Inter- 
ior during  the  month  of  April,  1903  : 


Nature  of  Grant. 


British  Columbia  homesteads. 
British  Columbia  sales ....... 

Coal  lands  sales 

Commutation  grarnts 

Homesteads 

Hudson's  Bay  Co 

Military  homesteads 

Mineral  rights 

North-west  Half-breed  grants . 
Parish  sales 


5,778 


Railways — 

Calgary  and  Edmonton  Ry  Co. 

Canadian  Northern  Ry.  Co . . . 

Canadian  Pacific  Ry.  grants  . . 

Canadian  Pacific  Ry^  roadbed 
and  station  grounds 

Manitoba  North-western  Ry. . 

Manitoba  South-western   Col. 
Ry.  Co 

Qu'Appelle,    Long    Lake    and 
Saskatchewan  Rd.  and  S.  Co. 

Sales 

School  Land  sales  . .    

Special  grants  . .  

Yukon  Territory  sales 


Total 


16 
3 
1 
1 
393 
2 
1 
3 
46 
1 


Number 

of 
Acres. 


2,201 

468 

32 

34 

1 12,108 

1,926 

320 

320 

12,498 

180 


00 
30 
00 
20 
17 
70 
00 
00 
73 
50 


320  00 

11  44 

201,396  93 

227  15 
154  03 

5,18?  63 

23, 1(14  66 

3, 605  00 

1,004'82 

11494 

4tJ4  14 


315,735-34 
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DISTURBANCES  TO  INDUSTRY  DURING  THE  MONTH. 


,<-* 


Rock  Slide  at  Frank,  Alta. 

The  disaster  which  occurred  at  Frank, 
about  4.30  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April 
29,  was  caused  by  a  slide  of  rock  from  the 
top  of  Turtle  Mountain,  which  overhangs 
the  town  at  a  height  of  between  3,000  and 
4,000  feet  above  its  level,  and  the  mines  of 
which  form  the  leading  industry  of  the 
place.  Millions  of  tons  of  rock  were  de- 
tached from  the  mountain  and  rolled  down 
into  the  valley,  burying  it  in  places  to  a 
depth  of  100  feet,  and  covering  about  two 
miles  square.  The  dead,  as  reported  to  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  numbered  62. 
There  were,  in  addition,  several  injured. 
Of  the  killed  about  one-third  were  miners, 
and  the  balance  ranchers,  merchants, 
liverymen,  engineers,  labourers  and 
others.  Six  dwellings  were  totally  destroy- 
ed and  one  partially  ruined.  The  coal 
mines  of  the  mountain,  as  above  stated, 
constitute  the  leading  industry  of  the  place, 
and  were  reported  at  the  end  of  the  month 
as  having  suffered  severely  from  the  slide, 
a  large  amount  of  new  machinery  recently 
installed  near  the  tunnel  mouth  of  one  com- 
pany being  destroyed.  A  number  of  min- 
ers were  entombed,  but  managed,  with  the 
exception  of  two,  to  cut  their  way  out  of 
the  debris. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  the  news  of 
the  disaster  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
took  action  in  order  to  render  assistance 
in  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  and 
a  number  of  officers  of  the  Department  and 
of  Mounted  Police  were  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed at  once  to  the  spot.  The  Premier  of 
the  North-west  Territories  also  went  to 
the  place  and  gave  his  personal  attention 
to  the  relief  of  the  distressed.  The  fear 
of  further  slides  caused  the  town  to  be  com- 
pletely deserted  within  a  few  days.  Later, 
however,  a  statement  issued  by  the  Premier 
of  the  Territories  to  the  effect  that  further 
slides  of  a  serious  character  might  not  oc- 
cur, and  that  the  town  was  therefore  open 
for  re-occupation,  led  a  number  of  people 
to  return.  Nine  days  later,  however,  it 
6 


was  found  necessary  to  again  vacate  the 
town,  the  Premier  having  posted  notices 
to  that  effect.  This  was  in  response  to  in- 
formation with  regard  to  rock  movements 
supplied  by  expert  authorities  who  had 
been  sent  immediately  to  report  upon  the 
situation  by  the  Geological  Survey  Depart- 
ment of  Canada.  The  final  report  of  the 
officers  of  the  Survey  had  not  been  issued 
at  the  end  of  the  month. 

The  St.  Hyacinthe,  Que.,  Fire. 

The  fire  which  took  place  in  St.  Hyacin- 
the on  May  20,  was  confined  to  the  lower 
and  manufacturing  portion  of  the  city,  and 
wrought  its  chief  damage  among  factories 
and  dwellings,  having  been  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  firemen  for  nearly  eight  hours. 
It  began  in  the  boot  and  shoe  factory  of 
Cote  &  Brothers,  an  establishment  valued 
at  about  $75,000,  and  spread  rapidly  until 
an  area  of  fully  one  square  mile  had  been 
burned  over.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  350 
structures  were  destroyed,  including  dwel- 
lings, factories,  hotels,  schools  and  other 
buildings,  and  2,000  people  were  rendered 
homeless.  From  an  industrial  standpoint, 
the  number  of  manufacturing  concerns  de- 
stroyed was  a  prominent  feature  of  this 
disaster.  Among  the  more  prominent  of 
these  were  the  following  : — The  boot  and 
shoe  factory  of  Cote  &  Brothers,  employing 
from  175  to  225  hands  and  paying  from 
$1,000  to  $1,500  in  wages  weekly.  The  firm 
expects  to  rebuild  immediately,  and  the 
employees  in  the  meantime  have  for  the 
most  part  found  work  elsewhere  in  the  boot 
and  shoe  factories  of  Montreal  and  in  the 
flour  mill  belonging  to  the  same  company. 
Augustin  &  Hudson's  machine  shop  was 
also  burnt,  the  loss  being  $25,000,  and  30 
employees  being  affected.  The  foundry  of 
Dussault  &  Lamoureux,  employing  13 
hands  the  year  round,  was  consumed 
though  the  company  at  once  began  the 
work  of  rebuilding  and  retained  its  employ- 
ees. The  foundaries  of  L.  G.  Bedard  & 
Hamel  and  Desautels  machine  shops  were 
(swept  away  ;  the  latter,  however,  had  gone 
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out  of  operation,  the  company  having  mov- 
ed to  Haverhill,  Mass.  The  city  school- 
house,  under  the  control  of  the  Brothers 
,of  the  Sacred  Heart,  and  the  Girouard 
•Academy,  were  also  burnt,  the  last  being 
valued  at  $30,000.  A  larger  piece  of  land 
jwill  be  purchased  for  this  building,  so  that 
i uture  danger  from  fires  will  be  minimized. 
In  all  it  is  estimated  that  400  men  were 
thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  St.  Hya- 
cinthe  fire,  though  nearly  all  of  them  found 
almost  immediate  occupation.  In  addi- 
tion 500  scholars  and  15  teachers  were  left 
without  school  accommodation.  The  city 
council  met  on  the  evening  of  the  disaster 
and  appointed  special  committees  to  ar- 
range for  the  assistance  of  sufferers  from 
the  fire.  By  the  24th  of  May  collections 
effected  through  this  agency  amounted  to 
$4,157.35.  Many  of  the  families  burnt  out 
are  building  temporary  shelters  pending  the 
decision  of  the  city  council  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  burnt  area. 

The  Ottawa  Fire. 

The  fire  which  occurred  at  Ottawa  on 
Sunday,  the  10th  of  May,  also  falls  to  be 
enumerated  as  a  serious  industrial  disturb- 


ance of  the  month.  Some  200  buildings  were 
destroyed,  and  as  many  families  rendered 
homeless.  In  addition  a  quantity  of  lum- 
ber, estimated  at  10,000,000  feet,  was  con- 
sumed. The  fire  occurred  in  the  residential 
portion  of  the  city,  but  the  prominent  part 
played  by  the  lumber  piles  in  adding  to  the 
extent  of  the  conflagration,  affected  the  in- 
dustrial aspect  of  the  case,  it.  having  been 
resolved  by  the  city  council  since  the  oc- 
currence of  the  disaster  to  prohibit  the  pil- 
ing of  lumber  within  the  corporation  lim- 
its. A  grant  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers 
was  voted  by  the  city  council,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  month  262  householders  had 
been  assisted  out  of  the  provision  thus 
made,  while  other  than  householders  were 
being  aided  out  of  subscriptions  received. 

Forest  and  Other  Fires. 

The  extremely  dry  weather  during  the 
month  caused  a  number  of  forest  fires  at 
different  points  throughout  Canada.  Cer- 
tain districts  of  Ontario,  Quebec  and  New 
Brunswick  suffered  particularly  in  this  way 
and  in  some  instances  a  number  of  small 
villages  were  threatened. 


LABOUR    ORGANIZATION    IN    CANADA  — ITS    GROWTH    AND    PRESENT 

POSITION. 

V.    BRITISH   COLUMBIA. 


THE  present  article,  which  deals  with 
the  growth  and  present  position  of 
labour  organization  in  the  province  of 
British  Columbia,  is  the  final  article  of 
the  series  begun  in  the  September,  1902, 
issue  of  the  Labour  Gazette,  and  continued 
in  the  October,  December,  February  and 
May  numbers.  (*)  A  complete  explana- 
tion has  been  given  in  connection  with  the 
previous  articles  as  to  the  manner  in  which 


(*)  The  articles  in  the  September  and  Oc- 
tober issues  covered  New  Brunswick,  Nova 
Scotia,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Quebec.  The 
Province  of  Ontario  was  treated  in  the  Decem- 
ber and  February  numbers,  and  Manitoba  and 
the  North-west  Territories  in  the  May  issue. 


the  accompanying  tables  were  prepared,  and 
of  the  special  investigation  on  the  part  of 
the  department  of  which  they  form  a  part 
of  the  result.  In  the  descriptive  tables,  a? 
before  pointed  out,  an  attempt  is  made  to 
show  the  extent  and  nature  of  labour  or- 
ganization as  it  existed  in  Canada  up  to 
the  date  of  the  first  article  of  the  series 
in  September  last,  while  the  statistical 
tables  are  designed  to  illustrate  the  general 
progress  of  the  movement  for  the  formation 
of  trade  unions  in  Canada  from  the  earliest 
time. 

As  in  the  previous  articles,  the  organiza- 
tions   are    enumerated   in   the   descriptive 


June,  1903 


THE  LABOUR  GAZETTE 


1013 


table  according  to  localities  and  pro- 
vinces, the  former  being  arranged  alpha- 
betically and  the  latter  in  the  order  of 
their  geographical  position  from  east  to 
west.  This  arrangement  shows  the  trade 
organizations  in  each  locality,  the  number 
of  organizations  in  each  trade,  the  number 
in  particular  groups  of  trades,  and  the 
total  number  of  organizations  for  each  lo- 
cality. The  statistical  tables  illustrate  the 
growth  of  organizations  by  provinces  and 
by  classes  of  trades.  The  difficulty  of  se- 
curing information  in  some  instances  as 
to  such  particulars  as  the  dates  of  forma- 
tion of  organizations,  accounts  in  part  for 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  unions  appear- 
ing in  the  statistical  table  has  been  uni- 
formly less  than  those  'reported  in  the 
descriptive  tables.  Thus  in  the  tables  at- 
tached to  the  present  article,  a  total  number 
of  161  organizations  in  British  Columbia 
appear  in  the  descriptive  tables,  while  only 
150  are  reported  in  the  statistical  tables. 
It  is  thought,  nevertheless,  that  the  dis- 
crepancy is  not  sufficiently  vital  to  serious- 
ly impair  the  general  value  and  signifi- 
cance of  the  tables  in  question.  It  should 
be  borne  in  mind,  of  course,  that  the  sta- 
tistics of  the  present  article  were  collected 
several  months  ago,  and  have  not  been  am- 
plified by  the  addition  of  unions  reported 
as  having  been  formed  since  that  date,  it 
having  been  thought  better  to  base  the 
several  articles  of  the  present  series  on  a 
common  investigation  and  with  reference 
to  a  common  point  of  time. 

The  Present  Status  of  Labour  Organiza- 
tions in  British  Columbia. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  descriptive 
tables  the  cities  of  Vancouver  and  Victoria 
head  the  list  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
labour  organizations  reporting  to  the  de- 
partment, the  former  with  42  and  the  lat- 
ter with  24  unions  ;  Nelson  with  20,  Eoss- 
land,  Greenwood  and  Kamloops  withj  71 
each,  Nanaimo  and  Phoenix  with  6  each, 
and  New  Westminster  and  Cranbrook  with 
5  each,  being  the  localities  of  next  impor- 
tance in  the  province  from  the  standpoint  of 
61 


numbers  of  labour  organizations.  Among 
the  different  classes  of  trades  it  is  difficult 
to  specify  those  which  have  been  chiefly 
characterized  by  activity  in  organization 
throughout,  the  province  as  a  whole.  In 
Vancouver  there  were  9  unions  reported  in 
the  building  trades,  9  in  the  metal  and  ship- 
building trades,  7  in  the  transport  branches 
and  3  in  the  printing  trades,  none  of  the 
other  trades,  with  the  exception  of  the  wood- 
working and  general  labour  branches,  hav- 
ing more  than  one  union.  In  Victoria 
the  metal  and  transport  branches  stand 
first  with  7  unions  each,  the  building  trades 
second  with  5,  and  the  printing  trades 
third  with  2.  The  other  cases  in  which 
more  than  one  labour  organization  is  re- 
ported for  a  single  branch  of  trades  are 
comparatively  infrequent.  At  Nelson  there 
are  6  organizations  in  the  building  trades, 
and  at  Kamloops  and  Cranbrook  the  trans- 
port branches  have  5  and  4  organizations 
respectively.  At  Nelson  and  at  Revelstoke 
there  are  2  unions  of  the  transport  trades, 
and  at  Eosslsand  2  in  the  building  trades. 
These  were  the  only  cases,  as  shown  by 
the  returns  of  the  investigation  of  last 
summer,  of  more  than  one  union  being  re- 
ported in  any  one  branch  of  the  trades  in 
British  Columbia.  It  will  be  seen  from  this 
and  other  details  included  in  the  descrip- 
tive tables  that  the  transport  trades  with 
37,  the  building  trades  with  35,  the  min- 
ing industry  with  22,  the  metal  trades  with 
19,  and  the  fishing  industry  with  6  unions, 
are  the  most  prominent  in  British  Colum- 
bia from  the  point  of  view  of  activity  in 
organization. 

Growth  of  Labour  Organization  in  British 

Columbia. 

It  appears  in  the  statistical  table  that 
at  least  one  union  was  reported  as  having 
been  founded  in  British  Columbia  as  far 
back  as  the  year  1862..  This  was  a  Ship- 
wrights and  Caulkers'  Association,  organ- 
ized at  Victoria,  B.C.,  and  at,  present  work- 
ing under  a  charter  from  the  Dominion 
Trades  and  Labour  Congress.  From  that 
date  until  the  year  1884  no  record  of  any 
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union  being  formed  in  British  Columbia 
was  reported  to  the  department.  In  1887 
two  unions  were  formed,  and  in -1888  five, 
the  lead  being  taken  in  these  years  by  the 
transport  branches.  In  1890,  however,  three 
of  the  seven  unions  formed  were  in  the 
building  trades.  From  that  date  on  the 
record  of  the  growth  of  labour  organiza- 
tions in  British  Columbia  will  be  sufficient- 


ly indicated  in  the  table,  the  years  1898 
with  10,  1899  with  28,  1900  with  22,  1901 
with  39,  1902,  up  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
department  inquiry  with  14,  being  the 
chief  years  of  activity  in  this  connection. 
From  the  statistical  tables  the  returns  by 
the  various  branches  of  trade  are  different 
from  those  of  the  descriptive  tables,  the 
transport    branch    with    26,    the    building 


LABOUR   ORGANIZATIONS   IN   CANADA,— 
Table  illustrative  of  the  growth  of  Labour  Organizations 


Classified  group  of  Trades. 


Building , 

Metal,  Engineering  and  shiplmilding. 

Woodworking  and  furnishing 

Printing 

Clothing '. 

Food  preparations 

Tobacco 

Mining  and  quarrying 

Transport 

Fishing 

Employees  of  public  authorities 

Brewery  workers. 

Hotel  and  restaurant  employees 

Barbers 

Laundry  workers * 

Clerks 

Musicians 

General  labour 


Total  number  of  organizations  (B.C.). 


Province. 


Year  in  which 


British  Columbia. 


I860 


<;i  r>2  63  64 


i 


65  6G  67  68  69 
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trades  with  22,  the  mining  branches  with 
21,  metal  trades  with  18  and  the  printing 
trades  with  10,  being  the  leading  branches 
from   which  reports  were  obtained. 

Supplementary  Statement. 

In  the  July  issue  of  the  Gazette  a  table 
will  be  published  showing  the  total  number 
of    unions,    according    to     localities     and 


branches  of  trades,  reported  to  the  depart- 
ment up  to  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal 
year.  This  will  include  both  those  unions 
which  appear  in  the  compilation  on  which 
the  present  series  of  articles  has  been  based, 
and  those  which  have  been,  or  may  be  re- 
ported  to  the  department  up  to  that  date, 
Account  will,  of  course,  be  taken  in  this 
statement  of  such  unions  as  may  have  gone 
out  of  existence  in  the  interim. 


ITS    GROWTH    AND    PRESENT    POSITION.  Department  of  Labour,  Canada. 

L.  0.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  B,  No.  5. 

in   the   Province   of   British   Columbia. 


Organizations  were  formec 

L 

Total  number  in 
group  in  Pro- 
vince. 

1870 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

1880 

81 

82 

83 

84 

1 

1 

85 
1 

1 

86 
1 

1 

87 
2 

2 

88 
1 

1 
1 

2 
5 

89 

X 

1 

2 

1890 

3 
1 

1 

2 

7 

91 
1 

1 

92 
1 

i 

2 

93 
1 

1 

94 
1 

1 

95 

i 

1 

2 

96 

1 

1 
1 

3 

97 

2 

1 

1 
1 

1 

6 

98 

2 
1 

2 
1 

99 

4 
3 

3 

i 

1900 

5 
4 
2 

i 

01 

2 
3 
1 
1 
1 

2 
4 

9 
1 
3 
1 
1 
2 

2 
2 

4 

39 

02 

2 

1 

1 

i 

5 
2 

'l 
1 

i 

14 

22 

18. 
3 

10 
6 
2 
5 

.... 

1 
2 

1 
10 

11 
3 

1 

1 
1 

28 

2 

1 
1 

3 
1 
1 

1 
22 

21 
26 
8 
5 
1 
4 
5 
2 
4 
2 
6 
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Department  of  Labour,  Canada, 
L.  0.  Statistical  Tables,  Series  A.,  No.  5. 

LABOUR    ORGANIZATION    IN    CANADA— ITS    GROWTH    AND   PRESENT 

POSITION. 

TABLE  SHOWING  NATURE  AND  EXTENT  OF  ORGANIZED  LABOUR  IN  THE  PROVINCE 

OF  BRITISH  COLUMBIA  ON  JULY  31,  1902. 


Locality. 


British  Columbia- 
Ashcrof  t 


Bristol  Bay 

Camp  McKinney 

Canoe  Pass 

Cowichan 

Cranbrook     


Ebume. . . 

Eholt 

Extension 
Fernie .... 


Golden 

Grand  Forks , 
Greenwood  .  . 


Kamloopg 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Fishing 

Fishermen 

Mining 

Miners 

Fishing 

Fishermen 

Fishing 

Fishermen 

Transport .  .  

Railroad  conductors 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  carmen 

Railway  trackmen. . .  . . .  — 

Fishing 

Fishermen 

Transport 

Railroad  trackmen 

Mining 

Miners 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Mining  . . 

Miners 

Transport 

Railroad  trackmen 

General 

Federal  Labour  Union 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Printing 

Printers 

Clothing .    ...    

Tailors 

Mining 

Miners 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees. 

Waiters  and  bartenders 
Barbers 

Barbers 

Clerks 

Clerks 

Tobacco 

Cigar  makers 

Mining 

Miners 

Transport 

Railroad  conductors 

Locomotive  engineers 

L(  comotive  firemen 

Railroad  telegraphers 

Railroad  trainmen 

General  Labour 

Federal  Labour 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATION  IN  CANADA.— Continued. 


Locality. 

Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Trade  or  Calling. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Class. 

Total  Number  of  Organi- 
zations in  Locality. 

Bkitish  Columbia— Con. 
Kalso.              

1 
'"  1 
"l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
6 

1 
1 
"l" 

'  1 
1 
1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Kimberley 

Miners , 

1 

1 

Mining 

Miners 

1 

1 

1 

Mines , 

1 

Transport 

Railway' trackmen .... 

1 
1 

"  i 

1 

Minina . . 

Miners  . . 

1 

Blacksmiths 

Printing ... 

Printers 

Clothing 

i 

Tailors 

i 

Transport 

i 

Teamsters „ , 

i 

General  Labour ,    ...... 

Mechanics  and  Labourers'  Association 

i 

6 

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenters  and  joiners . 

i 

i 
i 
i 
i 
i 
i 

Painters  and  decorators ... 

Plasterers  

Stone  cutters 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Woodivorking 

Carmen 

i 
i 

Printing , , , 

Printers 

Clothina 

i 

10 

Cigar  makers 

i 

Minina   

Miners   

Culinary  employees'  protective  association. 

Transport 

i 

i 

"i 
i 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railroad  trackmen 

Barbers 

Barbers 

i 

Laundry  Workers « 

Laundry  workers 

i 

• 

Clerks 

Clerks . 

i 

Musicians  .  .  , 

< 

Musicians 

i 

General  Labour , . : 

Labourers , , 

i 

20 

New  Denver 

i 

i 

1 

New  Westminster 

Printing 

Printers 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 


British  Columbia — Con. 


Phoenix 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 


Port  Simpson 
Revelstoke. . . 

Roger's  Pass . 
Roseberry  . . . 
Rossland 


Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

Electric  workers 

Tobacco 

Cigar  makers 

Fishing , 

Fishermen 

Transport 

Street  railway  employees 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners  .......... 

Mining   

Miners 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees ... 

Waiters  and  bartenders 

Barbers 

Barbers 

Clerks 


Clerks. 


Sandon 

Shuswap 

Silverton 

Slocan  City 

South  Wellington 

Texada 

Trail,  B.C 

Vancouver 


General  Labour 

Federal  labour ...    . 

Fishing 

Fishermen 

Metal  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding. 

Machinists  and  engineers. ...... 

Transport 

Railroad  trainmen 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Building 

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Painters  and  decorators , 

Printing , 

Printers 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Mining . . 

Miners 

Barbers < 

Barbers 

Mining 

Miners 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen 

Mining 

Miners * 

Mining 

Miners 

Mining 

Miners 

Mining 

Miners 

Trans])ort 

Railway  carmen . .   

Building 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Carpenter  and  joiner 

Painters  and  decorators 

Plasterers 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  CANADA— Continued. 


Locality. 

Class  and  Kind  of  Organization. 

Number  of  Organisations 
in  Trade  or  Calling. 

Number  of  Organizations 
in  Class. 

Total  Number  of  Organi- 
zations in  Locality. 

British  Columbia — Con. 
Vancouver — Con 

Plumbers,  gas  and  steamfitters 

1 
1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 

1 

1 

""9 

'"  2 
""3 

'   "l 
1 

"  i 
1 
"1 

"  7 

.... 
1 

1 

'  1 

1 
2 

5 

y 

Stone  cutters 

Builders'  labourers 

Iron  moulders 

Machinists  and  engineers , 

Engineers 

Blacksmiths 

Shipbuilders  and  caulkers 

Tool  sharpeners 

. 

Woodworking 

Woodworkers 

Printing 

Printers 

1 

1 
1 

• 

Clothing 

1 

Bakers  and  confectioners 

1 
1 

Cigar  makers 

Fishing   

% 

Fishermen 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities ...    .         

1 

f 

Letter  carriers 

1 
1 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees 

Waiters  and  Bartenders 

Transport  ... 

Railroad  trainmen 

1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

Railway  trackmen 

• 

Freight  handlers ,  . , 

Steamboatmen 

Longshoremen   

Street  railway  employees 

Barbers . . , 

Barbers 

Laundry  Workers 

1 

Laundry  workers .... 

Clerks 

1 

Clerks 

1 
1 

Musicians 

Musicians 

General  Labour 

Firemen 

1 

1 

'i 
i 

\ 

i 

Federal  labour 

42 

Victoria 

Building ...    

Carpenters  and  joiners 

Stone  cutters 

Plumbers 

Bricklayers  and  masons 

Metal,  Engineering  and  Shipbuilding 

• 

Iron  moulders  . .    

i 
i 
t 
i 
i 

Machinists  and  engineers 

Electrical  workers  

Boiler  makers : 
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LABOUR  ORGANIZATIONS  IN  CANADA—  Continued. 


Locality. 


British  Columbia—  Con. 


Class  and  Kind  of  Organisation. 


Blacksmiths 

Shipbuilders  and  caulkers . . 
Printing . .    

Printers 

Pressmen 

Clothing 

Tailors 

Tobacco 

Bakers 

Cigar  makers '. 

Employees  of  Public  Authorities . 

Letter  carriers  

Civic  employees 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  Employees . 

Waiters  and  bartenders   . . . 
Transport ...    

Marine  engineers 

Steamboatmen 

Longshoremen 

Street  railway  employees . . 

Teamsters 

Clerks 


Whitewater 

Yale 

Ymir 


Clerks 

Barbers 

Barbers 

Mining 

Miners 

Transport 

Railway  trackmen , 
Mining 

Miners 


Total  number  of  organizations  in  British  Columbia. 


CO 

C 

DO 

a 

O 

o 

-*5-bc 

+3 

03    c 

c3 

tfl.H 

s: 

a 

be 

Sh     „ 

(h 

O  c 

o 

«**    rn 

<+-!         . 

o-S 

z  •*- 

05 

-     T. 

~     £ 

©   - 

©p3 

an 

^o 

=  (3 

gfl 

^  »<H 

£ 

fc 

1 
1 

i 

i 


i 
i 


i 
i 


i 

3 

1* 

1 

1 


1 

r 

i 
i 


2 


1 

y 


% 


i 

7 


7 

i' 
i 


c 

«*-  eg 

fe3 


55  § 
o  N 


24 
1 

1 
1 


161. 


AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  THE  TORONTO  RAILWAY   COMPANY  AND  ITS 

EMPLOYEES. 


The  series  of  negotiotions  begun  in  April 
with  regard  to  the  wages  scale,  recognition 
of  the  union,  and  other  matters  of  differ- 
ence between  the  Toronto  Street  Railway 
Company  and  its  employees,  were  continued 
into  the  month  just  past.  Though  at  one 
time,  and  especially  in  conjunction  with 
developments  among  the  same  class  of 
employees  in  Montreal,  the  possibility 
of  a  general  strike  was  spoken  of,  this  was 
satisfactorily  averted,  and  after  five  con- 
ferences between  the  company  and  repre- 


sentatives of  its  employees,  the  number  of  J 
details    to   be    arranged   having   prolonged 
negotiations,    an    agreement    approved    byJ 
both  parties  was  arrived  at  on  the  22nd  of 
ihe  month.     In  view  of  the  large  number 
of  employees  affected,  and  of  the  import- 
ance  of  the   companjr   among  similar  em- 
ployers of  labour  in  Canada,  as  well  as  of 
the  comprehensive  character  of  the  agre  - 
raent  itself,  the  subjoined  copy  of  its  ten 
and    reference    to    its    general    purport 
given  in  full. 
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The  contract  lias  been  made  for  one  year, 
instead  of  three  as  requested  by  the  men. 
A  feature  of  the  mass  meeting  of  the 
men  at  which  the  agreement  was  final- 
ly and  unanimously  ratified,  and  which 
was  attended  by  about  1,100  employees,  was 
the  spirit  of  good  feeling  exhibiting  to- 
wards the  company  and  of  appreciation  of 
the  concessions  and  fair  treatment  grant- 
ed. It  will  be  seen  that  the  agreement  does 
not  provide  for  an  increase  in  the  wages  of 
motormen  and  conductors,  but  contains 
full  provisions  for  the  settlement  of  future 
questions  which  may  arise  between  the 
company  and  its  men  by  conciliation  and 
arbitration. 

Conditions  of  the  agreement. 

The  full  text  of  the  agreement  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

An  agreement  made  this  22nd  May,  1903,  be- 
tween the  Toronto  Railway  Company  and  the 
committee  of  the  employees  of  the  said  com- 
pany appointed  at  a  meeting  open  to  all  the 
employees  of  the  company,  held  on  Saturday, 
April  4,  hereinafter  called  the  committee.  The 
committee,  on  behalf  of  the  employees,  sub- 
mitted to  the  company  on  April  20,  1903,  cer- 
tain resolutions  formulating  requests  of  the 
employees,  in  respect  to  various  matters  relat- 
ing to  their  service  with  the  company,  and  the 
company  on  the  16th  day  of  May  replied  to  such 
resolutions.  The  company's  reply  has  been  ac- 
cepted as  satisfactory  by  the  committee,  ex- 
cept in  respect  of  the  following  matters, 
namely  (a)  wages  ;  (b)  a  mode  of  adjusting 
differences   or   grievances. 

It  is  therefore  agreed  as  follows  :  — 

(1.)  On  and  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  1903, 
the  wages  of  the  company's  shed  men  and  car 
washers  will  be  fixed  as  follows  : — Those  now 
receiving  15  cents  will  be  paid  16|  cents  per 
hour  ;  those  now  receiving  16|  cents  will  be 
paid  18  cents  per  hour  ;  those  now  receiving  18 
cents  will  be  paid  20  cents  per  hour.  This  sche- 
dule shall  remain  in  force  for  one  year  from 
June  1,  1903.  For  one  year  from  date  the  wages 
of  the  company's  motormen  and  conductors  and 
the  employees  of  the  shops  shall  remain  as  at 
present. 

(2.)  The  company  will  pay  half  the  cost  of 
the  uniforms  of  the  motormen  and  conductors, 
who  have  been  in  the  company's  service  for  a 
period  of  one  year,  and  will  provide  free  uni- 
forms for  motormen  and  conductors  who  have 
ben  in  the  company's  service  for  a  period  longer 
than  two  years.  Regulations  wil  be  subse- 
quently issued  by  the  company  to  provide  for 
protection  against  loss  in  this  matter  from  em- 
ployees leaving   the   company's   service. 

(3.)  To  prevent  the  loss  to  the  company  and 
its  employees,  and  to  preserve  the  interests  and 
convenience  of  the  public,  the  company  and 
employees  agree  not  to  resort  to  lock-outs  or 
strikes,  but  in  the  event  of  the  parties  being 
unable  to  satisfactorily  adjust  any  differences 
or    grievances    which   may   from    time    to    time 


arise,  and  which,  if  not  adjusted,  might  cause 
a  lock-out  or  strike,  a  conciliation  committee 
shall  be*  appointed  from  time  to  time,  as  such 
differences  or  grievances  arise,  to  consist  of 
three  officials  of  the  company,  to  be  named  by 
the  company,  and  three  of  the  company's  em- 
ployees, to  be  named  by  the  employees,  and 
such  committee  shill  investigate  and  consider 
such  differences,  and  make  a  report  thereon. 
If  such  committees  shall  be  unable  to  agree, 
the  differences  or  grievances  shall  be  submitted 
to  a  board  of  arbitration,  consisting  of  two 
disinterested  citizens  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  company,  and  a  similar 
number  of  disinterested  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  to  be  appointed  by  the  employees,  and 
such  board  shall  investigate  and  determine  all 
such  grievances  and  offences  and  make  their 
award.  In  the  event  of  their  failing  to  agree, 
these  four  shall  select  a  fifth  arbitrator,  who 
shall  be  a  disinterested  citizen  of  Toronto,  and 
the  award  of  the  board  of  arbitration  so  con- 
stituted or  a  majority  thereof  shall  be  final 
and  binding  as  to  such  differences  or  grievances 
for  the  period  fixed  by  such  awards. 

4.  The  reply  of  the  company  herein  refered 
to,  dated  the  16th  day  of  May,  1903,  is  hereto 
attached,  bearing  the  signatures  of  the  parties 
hereto. 

In  witness   whereof  the   parties   hereto   have 
executed  these  presents. 
(Sgd.)     E.  H.  Keating. 

(Sgd.)     WM.  MACKENZIE, 

President 

(Sgd.)     J.    H.    PICKLES. 

Chairman. 

(Sgd.)     GEORGE  CONEY, 

Secretary. 


Position  of  the  Company. 

In  the  opening  paragraph  of  the  above 
agreement  reference  is  made  to  a  reply 
made  by  the  company  on  May  16,  to  the  re- 
quests of  the  employees,  which,  it  is  stated, 
was  accepted  as  satisfactory  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  matters  immediately  referred 
to.  The  following  copy  of  the  communi- 
cation in  question  will  indicate  the  posi- 
tion of  the  company  prior  to  the  final  agree- 
ment, as  well  as  illustrate  the  method  in 
which  the  negotiations  were  conducted  : 

Toronto,  May  16,  1903. 

George  Coney,  Esq., 
Secretary  Committee  of  Toronto 
Railway  Employees, 

Toronto,  Ont. 

Dear  Sir, — In  acordance  with  an  understand- 
ing at  a  meeting  held  on  Wednesday,  April  29, 
when  the  committee,  of  which  you  are  secre- 
tary, presented  to  the  company  certain  requests 
of  the  employees  made  in  mass  meeting,  I  beg 
to  state,  answering  the  different  resolutions, 
seriatim,  as  follows  :  — 

1.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany that  motormen  cannot  properly  control 
their  cars  and  protect  the  safety  of  the  public 
while    sitting    on    stools.       The    company    has 
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however,  experimented  with  a  device  against 
which  the  motormen  can  lean  for  support,  and, 
if  it  be  found  that  the  use  of  this  device  will 
not  interfere  with  the  proper  performance  of 
motormen's  duties,  it  wilil  be  introduced. 

2.  The  company  will  make  arrangements  to 
separate  the  motormen  from  the  public  and 
proposes,  if  this  can  be  done  without  impairing 
the  efficiency  of  the  service,  to  close  the  front 
door  and  vestibule  of  all  closed  cars. 

3.  Conductors  will  not  be  required  to  lose 
time  in  carrying  their  fare  boxes  to  the  shed  or 
office  upon  being  relieved,  and  this  effect  the 
following  order  will  be  posted  :  — 

NOTICE  TO  CONDUCTORS. 

Fare  Boxes. 

On  and  after  instant,  relief  men,  in- 

stead of  using  a  separate  box,  are  required  to 
take  over  and  use  the  regular  man's  fare  box, 
and  shall,  when  through  relieving,  return  the 
same  to  the  regular  man. 

The  regular  man  on  his  last  trip  shall  ex- 
change his  fare  box  at  the  proper  office,  and 
the  box  he  receives  in  exchange  shall,  on  his 
being  relieved  at  night,  be  handed  to  the  relief 
man  for  his  use. 

On  lines  where  no  office  of  the  company  is 
passed,  an  officer  of  the  company  will  exchange 
the  boxes  at  points  appointed  for  the  purpose. 

4.  The  company  recognizes  that  its  motormen 
and  conductors  should  have  proper  lavatory  ac- 
commodation, and  where  this  has  not  been  pro- 
vided it  has  been  because  the  company  could 
not  provide  it  without  the  co-operation  of  the 
city. 

The  officers  of  the  company  have  for  some 
time  past  been  in  communication  with  the  city 
officials  and  hope  to  be  able  to  announce  very 
shortly  that  proper  accommodation  has  been 
provided  on  all  the  lines. 

5.  The  company  is  not  disposed  to  reduce  the 
time  of  regular  men.  It  is  thought  that  such 
reduction  as  is  requested  is  not  desired  by  any 
large  number  of  regular  men. 

In  addition  it  is  not  thought  to  be  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  service  that  time  should  be  taken 
from  regular  men  and  given  to  relief  men.  For 
some  months  past  the  officers  of  the  company 
have  been  engaged  in  attempts  to  revise  and 
make  more  satisfactory  the  time  schedules,  but 
this  work  was  exceedingly  complicated  and 
satisfactory  results  have  not  yet  been  ob- 
tained. 

The  company  regrets  that  it  is  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  give  at  this  juncture  further  increase 
in  the  wages  of  motormen  and  conductors. 
Since  the  autumn  of  1900  an  average  increase 
of  wages  of  twenty  per  cent  has  been  made,  and 
the  wages  now  paid  to  motormen  and  conduc- 
tors on  this  system  are  higher  than  the  wages 
paid  to  men  engaged  in  the  same  or  like  occu- 
pations under  similar  conditions. 

6.  The  superintendent  of  the  company  has 
never  made  a  practice  of  disciplining  the  men 
on  other  than  written  charges  and  has  been 
acting  under  instructions  to  pay  employees  for 
time  lost  in  refuting  unjust  charges.  The  com- 
pany has  decided  to  do  away  with  suspensions, 
and  to  this  purpose  the  following  notce  will  be 
posted  :  — 

NOTICE  TO  CONDUCTORS   AND  MOTORMEN. 

Re   Discipline. 

As  it  has  been  decided  to  do  away  with  sus- 
pensions  as   far   as   possible,   notice   is   hereby 


given  that  any  man  against  whom  charges  may 
be  brought,  will  be  required  to  report  when  off 
duty  to  the  superintendent.  His  case  will  then 
be  considered  by  the  proper  officials  of  the 
company  and  unless  exonerated  will  be  either 
warned  or  dismissed  according  to  the  nature  of 
the  offence. 

7.  The  arrangement  now  made  is  to  be  binding 
on  the  company  and  its  employees  for  one  year. 
In  the  event  of  any  change  in  the  details  being 
required  by  reason  of  the  necessities  of  the  ser- 
vice, due  notice  will  be  posted  in  the  barns  or 
conveyed  by  other  means  to  the  men. 

8.  Any  employee  against  whom  any  charges 
may  be  brought  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal 
in  person  to  the  general  manager,  and,  except 
as  to  a  charge  of  dishonesty,  may  bring  with 
him  in  his  interest  a  deputation  or  committee 
of  his   fellow  employees. 

Atendance  in  such  capacity  shall  not  operate 
to  an  employee's  disadvantage.  An  emplyee 
attending  on  such  deputation  or  committee  shall 
give  due  notice  to  his  car-starter  or  foreman, 
and  if  he  be  a  motorman  or  conductor  shall 
take  his  car  upon  reporting  to  his  car-starter 
and  shall  not  be  required  to  report  in  the  usual 
course  to  the  head  roadmaster. 

9.  The  company  has  been  giving  since  June  23, 
1902,  an  increase  in  wages  which  make.-,  t  .e 
Sunday  time  equal  to  a  working  day  in  the 
week,  and  cannot  undertake  to  give  an  increase 
over  this  amount. 

10.  The  company  regrets  that  it  is  not  in  a 
position  to  give  a  general  advance  in  wages  to 
the  employees  in  the  motor  shops. 

In  reference  to  the  hours  of  work,  should  the 
men  so  desire,  arrangements  will  be  made  so 
that  the  most  of  them  will  report  for  work  at 
7  a.m.  and  cease  work  at  5  p.m.,  allowing  from 
12  to  1  for  dinner.  The  necessities  of  the  shop 
require  that  a  small  number  of  men  be  required 
to  report  for  work  at  9  a.m.  and  work  until  7 
p.m.,  allowing  from  1  to  2  for  dinner. 

11.  The  company  will  pay  for  overtime  up  to 
midnight  time  and  one-quarter,  and  after  mid- 
night time  and  one-half. 

The  men  working  Sunday  will  be  allowed  a 
day  off  on  the  following  week,  Sunday  work 
will  be  at  the  same  rate  as  week  days.  Men 
will  not  be  required  to  work  on  Sunday  unless 
in  cases  of  emergency. 

12.  The  working  of  the  motor  shops  requires 
that  a  portion  of  the  staff  shall  be  on  duty 
Saturday  afternoons. 

Arrangements  will  be  made  so  that  each  em- 
ployee will  be  allowed  at  least  alternate  Satur- 
day afternoons  during  June,  July  and  August. 
Traffic  conditions  are  such  in  September  tha: 
Saturday  afternoon  holidays  cannot  be  allowed. 

13.  Suitable  places  are  being  prepared  at  the 
shops  for  men  to  wash  in.  The  company  will 
not  pay  the  men  ten  minutes  for  washing,  as 
requested. 

The  rate  of  wages  of  car-washers  will  be 
fixed  as  follows  :  — 

Those  now  receiving  15  cents  will  be  paid  16§ 
cents  per  hour  ; 

Those  now  receiving  16§  cents  will  be  paid  18 
cents  per  hour  ; 

Those  now  receiving  18  cents  will  be  paid  20 
cents  per  hour  ; 

and  this  schedule  shall  remain  in  force  for  one 
year  from  the  first  day  of  June,  1903. 

For  one  year  from  date  the  wages  of  the 
company's  motormen  and  conductors  and  the 
employees  of  the  shops,  shall  remain  as  at  pre- 
sent. 

2.  The  company  will  pay  half  the  cost  of  the 
uniforms  of  the  motormen  and  conductors  who 
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have  been  in  the  company's  service  for  a  period 
of  one  year,  and  will  provide  free  uniforms  for 
motormen  and  conductors  who  have  been  in  the 
company's  service  for  a  period  longer  than  two 
years.  Regulations  will  be  subsequently  issued  by 
the  company  to  provide  for  protection  against 
loss  in  this  matter  from  employees  leaving  the 
company's  service. 

3.  To  prevent  the  loss  to  the  company  and  its 
employees  and  to  preserve  the  interests  and 
convenience  of  the  public,  the  company  and  the 
employees  agree  not  to  resort  to  lock-outs  or 
strikes,  but  in  the  event  of  the  parlies  being 
unable  to  satisfactorily  adjust  any  differences 
or  grievances  which  may  from  time  to  time 
arise  and  which  if  not  adjusted  might  cause  a 
lock-out  or  strike,  a  conciliation  committee 
shall  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  as  such 
differences  or  grievances  arise,  to  consist  of 
three  officers  of  the  company,  to  be  named  by 
the  company,  and  three  of  the  company's  em- 
ployees, to  be  named  by  the  employees,  and 
such  committee  shall  investigate  and  consider 
such  differences  and  make  their  report  thereon. 
If  such  committee  shall  be  unable  to  agree  the 
differences  or  grievances  shall  be  submitted  to 
a  board  of  arbitration,  consisting  of  two  dis- 
interested citizens  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  company,  and  a  similar 
number  of  disinterested  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  to  be  appointed  by  the  employees,  and 
such  board  shall  investigate  and  determine  all 
such  differences  or  grievances  and  make  their 
award.  And  in  the  event  of  their  failing  to 
agree  these  four  shall  choose  a  fifth  arbitrator, 
who  shall  be  a  disinterested  citizen  of  Toronto, 
and  the  award  of  the  board  of  arbitration  so 
constituted,  or  a  majority  thereof,  shall  be 
final  and  binding  as  to  such  differences  or  griev- 
ances for  the  period  fixed  by  such  award. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  company  desires 
to  announce  that  it  will  advance  to  earh  con- 
ductor $25  in  tickets  and  change  for  use  in  the 
performance  of  his  duty,  and  in  this  behalf  the 
following  order  will  be  issued  : — 

NOTICE  TO   CONDUCTORS. 
Tickets  and  Change. 

Hereafter  every  conductor  shall  strictly  ob- 
serve the  rule  requiring  him  to  at  all  times 
have  $25  in  tickets  and  change  in  h:s  pouih. 

To  enable  the  conductors  to  comply  wit>i  *]i  '^ 
rule  without  drawing  upnn  the'r  own  funds, 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  advance 
to  each  conductor  of  sums  of  $25  in  tickets  ard 


change  to  be  used  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties. 

Each  conductor  upon  application  to  the  head 
roadmaster  may.  obtain  an  order  on  the  comp- 
troller for  his  advance,  and  upon  signing  a  re- 
ceipt in  prescribed  form  will  be  furnished  with 
the  amount  authorized. 

A  contract  of  guarantee  has  been  obtained 
from  a  guarantee  company,  which  renders  strict 
attention  to  the  terms  of  the  receipt  essential. 


(Sgd.)     WM. 


MACKENZIE, 

President. 


Concessions  granted. 

The  following  is  a  statement  in  brief 
form  of  the  concessions  finally  granted  by 
the  company  under  the  agreement  quoted 
above  : 

1.  Stools  for  motormen. 

2.  Closed  front  door  and  vestibule  of  all 
closed  cars. 

3.  Regular  conductors  relieved  of  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  their  fare  boxes  to  the  shed  after 
performing  their  day's  work. 

4.  Lavatory  accommodation. 

5.  Free  uniforms. 

6.  Abolition    of   suspensions. 

7.  An  agreement  binding  for  one  year. 

8.  Recognition  of  a  grievance  committee. 

9.  Board  of  arbitration. 

10.  Leave  of  absence  for  those  appointed  to 
do  work  for  employees. 

11.  Increase  in  pay  for  shedmen. 

12.  Conductors  to  be  supplied  with  $25  with 
which  to  run  their  oars. 

13.  If  shopmen  so  desire  they  can  work  nine 
hours  a  day  and  take  one  hour  for  dinner. 

14.  Overtime  for  shopmen,  and  a  day  off  each 
week  for  Sunday  work  ;  also  alternate  Satur- 
day afternoons,  except  in  September. 

15.  Suitable  places  to  wash  in,  and  be  sup- 
plied with  hot  and  cold  water. 

It  is  understood  that  the  arrangement  as  to 
uniforms  is  to  be  for  one  year,  and  it  is  fur- 
ther understood  that  the  arrangement  arrived  at 
in  the  agreement  is  to  apply  to,  and  where  ne- 
cessary date  back  to,  uniforms  obtained  by 
motormen  and  conductors  in  conformity  with 
the  regulations  laid  down  by  the  company  for 
the  spring  and  sumer  of  1903. 


SETTLEMENT   OF   STRIKE   OF  LONGSHOREMEN   AT   MONTREAL. 


THE  origin  and  progress  of  the  strike  of 
longshorement  at  Montreal,  which 
has  been  one  of  the  most  far  reaching 
in  its  effects  of  the  industrial  disputes 
of  the  present  season  in  Canada,  were 
described  in  some  detail  in  the  issue 
of  the  Labour  Gazette,  for  the  month  of 
May,  *  and  the  more  important  stages  of 
its  development  noted  from  the  inception  of 
the  disturbance  on  March  31st  up  to  the  end 
of  April,  on  which    date    no    satisfactory 

*  See  page  921. 


terms  of  settlement  had  been  arrived  at,. 
In  the  following  statement  the  different 
phases  which  marked  the  continuance  of 
this  dispute  from  May  1  until  the  signing 
of  the  agreement  which  terminated  it  on 
May  11,  are  set  forth,  together  with  the  full 
text  of  the  agreement  in  question  and  a  re- 
ference to  some  of  the  more  important  ef- 
fects of  the  strike  upon  local  and  general 
industrial  conditions. 
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The  Situation  on  April  30. 

The  following  resolution  passed  by  the 
Montreal  Board  of  Trade  at  a  special  gene- 
ral meeting  called  for  April  30,  may  be 
cited  as  evidence  of  the  gravity  with  which 
the  continuance  of  the  dispute  was  re- 
garded : — 

Whereas  the  serious  difficulty  at  present  ex- 
isting between  the  shipping  trade  and  the  long- 
shoremen, unless  settled  at  an  early  date,  bids 
fair  to  work  irreparable  injury  to  the  shipping 
trade  of  the  port  of  Montreal,  if,  indeed,  it  does 
not  ruin  it  completely,  and 

Whereas  it  would  appear  from  the  informa- 
tion already  made  public  with  reference  to  the 
dispute  that  the  strike  of  the  longshoremen  is 
not  so  much  the  result  of  dissatsfaction  with 
existing  conditions  on  the  part  of  the  men,  as 
of  the  intervention  of  foreign  professional  agi- 
tators, whose  aims  are  antagonistic  to  the  best 
interests   of  this   city  and  country,  -and 

Whereas  the  Longshoremen's  Union  is  affili- 
ated with,  and  under  the  control  of  a  foreign 
organization,  whch  latter  is  interfering  in  an 
unwarrantable  manner  with  the  fredom  of  la- 
bour, therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Council  of  the  Montreal 
Board  of  Trade  is  of  the  opinion  that  while 
workingmen  may  be  warranted  in  combining 
to  protect  their  mutual  interests,  such  combina- 
tions should  be  purely  local,  in  composition, 
and  should  be  so  organized  as  to  be  amenable 
to  civil  law,  and  further, 

Resolved,  That  the  council  expresses  its  sym- 
pathy with  the  shipping  interests  in  their  strug- 
gle to  maintain  a  free  and  open  labour  market 
in  this  port,  believing  that  the  peculiar  condi- 
tions of  our  navigation,  and  the  future  of  the 
St  Lawrence  route,  upon  which  the  welfare  ot 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  so  much  depends,  de- 
mand that  no  obstacle  be  placed  in  the  way  of 
the  port  securing  free  labour,  and  considers 
that  merchants  and  citizens  generally  should 
heartily  support  the  shipping  trade  in  the  josi- 
tion  they  have  taken  in  the  present  dispute. 

Further  Progress  of  the  Strike. 

On  May,  the  2nd  and  3rd,  two  attempts 
were  made  to  reach  a  settlement  by  confer- 
ences held  between  a  committee  of  the 
strikers  and  the  steamship  men,  but  in  both 
cases  the  question  of  the  recognition  of  the 
union  was  found  an  insuperable  obstacle. 

On  May  the  4th,  600  teamsters  went  on 
strike  in  sympathy  with  the  longshoremen, 
being  chiefly  employees  of  the  Dominion 
Transport  Company,  the  C.P.R.  Co.  and  the 
Shedden  Forwarding  Company.  The  Royal 
Garrison  Artillery,  at  Quebec,  and  the 
Eoyal  Canadian  Dragoons,  at  Toronto, 
were  ordered  on  the  same  day  to  be  in  read- 
iness to  proceed  at  once  to  Montreal  to  re- 


lieve the  militia  on  duty  there.  This  was 
in  response  to  a  request  for  troops  address- 
ed to  the  Dominion  Government  by  the 
mayor  of  Montreal. 

An  important  development  in  the  situa- 
tion was  reported  on  May  5,  when  the  ss. 
Montrose  was  unloaded  at  Three  Rivers  in- 
stead of  Montreal.  On  the  same  day  the 
C.P.R.  Co.  announced  its  Intention  of  dis- 
charging the  cargoes  of  all  its  ships  at  that 
port  pending  the  settlement  of  the  trouble 
at  Montreal. 

On  May  6,  125  coal  carters,  belonging  to 
the  teamsters  union  joined  the  other  strik- 
ers. At  a  conference  held  that  day  be- 
tween the  mayor  and  the  strike  leaders  the 
longshoremen  agreed  to  accept  the  follow- 
ing terms  : — 

All  foremen  to  be  employed  in  the  same  posi- 
tion as  they  occupied  at  the  close  of  last  sea- 
son, and  to  execute  the  functions  of  their  office 
without  interference. 

In  the  case  of  disputes  arising,  the  representa- 
tives of  the  men  shall  have  the  right  to  apply 
to  the  shipping  companies  to  have  their  griev- 
ances adjusted. 

The  concession  represented  in  these  terms 
was  that  no  specific  mention  of  the  word 
'  union  '  was  made. 

On  May  6  also  the  longshoremen  at 
Quebec,  Halifax,  St.  John,  Baltimore,  New 
York  and  Portland  declared  their  refusal 
to  handle  freight  loaded  by  non-union  men 
at  Montreal,  or  any  goods  diverted  to  these 
points  by  the  strike  at  Montreal.  On  this 
date  as  well  the  regular  troops  were 
ordered  to  proceed  from  St.  John, 
Que.,  to  Montreal.  The  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  strike  was.  on  May  6, 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
an  announcement  made  that  prior  to  the  be- 
ginning of  the  struggle  the  Government  had 
endeavoured  to  avert  the  causes  of  differ- 
ence. A  much  freer  movement  of  freight 
on  the  wharves  was  reported  on  the  6th, 
some  1,212  men,  according  to  the  figur  - 
furnished  by  the  labour  bureau,  being  dis- 
tributed among  the  vessels  in  port. 

The  terms  offered  by  the  strikers,  as  men- 
tioned above,  were,  on  May  the  7th  rejected 
by  the  shipping  men  on  the  ground  that  the 
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clause  respecting  the  intervention  of  re- 
presentatives of  the  men  was  an  attempt  to 
obtain  a  preference  for  union  men  under 
another  form.  A  bill  for  $5,000  was  pre- 
sented to  the  city  to  cover  the  expenses  of 
the  militia  up  to  this  date.  The  number  of 
non-union  men  secured  by  the  Independent 
Labour  Bureau  was  reported  to  be  1,311  on 
May  7,  and  the  number  of  striking  long- 
shoremen, 3,220.  Though  the  handling  of 
freight  continued  to  increase  in  volume,  the 
G.T.R.  and  C.P.R.  Companies  still  refused 
to  accept  any  freight  for  Montreal  except 
live-stock  and  grain.  A  resolution  was 
passed,  on  the  7th,  by  the  Montreal  branch 
of  the  Canadian  Manufacturers  Association 
expressing  sympathy  with  the  shipping  in- 
terests and  declaring  that  all  organizations 
or  unions  of  workingmen  should  be  local  in 
composition  and  in  all  cases  of  organiza- 
tions should  be  amenable  to  civil  law. 

Intervention  of  the  Dominion  Govern- 
ment. 

On  the  7th  of  the  month  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Labour  and  the  Hon.  the  Min- 
ister of  Marine  and  Fisheries  proceeded  to 
Montreal  for  the  purpose  of  attempting  a 
settlement  of  the  strike,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  Dock  Labourers'  Union  having 
previously  been  in  consultation  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  at  Ottawa,  in  which 
conference  the  ship  owners  declined  to  par- 
ticipate. Negotiations  were  begun  on  the 
evening  of  the  7th.  The  Ministers  first  re- 
ceived a  deputation  representing  the  city's 
interests  composed  of  the  Mayor,  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Harbour  Commis- 
sioners. The  deputation .  asked  for  the 
despatch  of  regular  troops  to  Montreal,  the 
jjj-inister  of  Labour  explaining  that  the 
matter  was  one  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  mu- 
inicipal  authorities,  from  which  the  district 
;  officer  in  command  should  receive  his  or- 
|ders.  At  a  later  hour  in  the  evening  a 
committee  representing  the  shippers  held  a 
! lengthy  conference  with  the  Ministers, 
while  still  later  a  committee  from  the  long- 


shoremen was  received.  At  midnight  it  was 
announced  that  the  Ministers  had  made 
certain  proposals  to  the  committee  of  the 
shippers  which,  if  approved,  would  be  sub- 
mitted in  a  like  manner  to  the  committee 
of  longshoremen  for  its  consideration. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  May  the 
proposals  of  the  shippers  were  unanimously 
rejected  by  the  longshoremen  at  a  mass 
meeting  addressed  by  the  Hon.  the  Minister 
of  Labour,  the  Hon.  the  Minister  of  Marine 
and  Fisheries  and  Mr.  Robert  Bickerdike, 
M.P.,  the  reason  being  the  refusal  of  the 
shippers  to  restrict  the  operations  of  the 
independent  labour  bureau  in  hiring  men, 
and  to  permit  union  men  to  wear  emblems 
of  their  organization  while  at  work. 

Final  Arrangements. 

After  further  negotiations  between  the 
shippers  and  the  longshoremen,  which  were 
extended  over  the  9th  and  10th  of  the 
month,  and  were  conducted  chiefly  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  C.P.R. 
Co.,  and  Mr.  Robert  Bickerdike,  M.P.,  a 
satisfactory  settlement  was  finally  arrived 
at  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  the  month. 

The  full  text  of  the  agreement  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

1.  Many  of  the  men  who  have  heretofore  been 
employed  by  the  steamship  companies  and 
stevedores  in  the  port  of  Montreal,  as  long- 
shoremen in  the  handling  of  steamship  cargo, 
have  unitedly  refrined  from  work  for  nearly 
three  weeks  because  of  their  inability  to  agree 
with  the  steamship  companies  and  stevedores 
as  to  rates  of  wage  and  conditions  of  service. 
For  the  purpose  of  this  agreement,  the  steam- 
ship owners  and  stevedores  will  be  called  the 
'  employers  ',  the  longshoremen  being  called 
'  the  employees.' 

2.  The  employers  are  quite  willing  that  all 
of  the  men  heretofore  employed  shall  return 
to  work  at  once,  and  they  shall  be  given  work 
without  discrimination,  in  so  far  as  their  ser- 
vices can  be  utilized  without  discharging  men 
already  employed  whose  services  the  employ- 
ers may  wish  to  retain. 

3.  In  filling  vacancies  as  they  may  occur,  and 
in  the  employment  of  additional  men,  the  em- 
ployers shall  give  first  consideration  to  men 
who  are  employed  previous  to  this  season,  whe- 
ther they  belong  to  the  union  or  not. 

4.  Union  men  or  non-union  men  may,  without 
objection  on  the  employer,  wear  any  button- 
hole boquet,  blue  ribbon,  war  medal,  or  other 
badge  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the 
country. 
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5.  The  employers,  with  a  view  to  encouraging 
the  employees  to  remain  at  work  during  the 
entire  season,  would  have  preferred  to  have 
fixed  a  rate  per  hour  for  service  actually  per- 
formed, with  a  bonus  of  2|  cents  per  hour  to 
be  paid  at  the  end  of  the  season  to  all  em- 
ployees who  had  given  such  continuous  service, 
but  the  men  prefer  a  straight  rate  per  hour 
without  the  bonus,  and  it  is  to  be  assumed, 
therefore,  that  they  are  willing  to  give  the  re- 
quisite assurance  of  continuous  service  during 
the  season  of  navigation,  without  any  other 
incentive  than  the  agreed  rate  per  hour. 

6.  A  difficulty  that  has  arisen  heretofore  is  to 
be  avoided,  namely,  the  discontinuance  of  work 
by  a  considerable  number  of  the  men  when 
their  services  are  required  during  the  busy 
portion  of  the  season,  and  the  employees  here- 
by undertake  to  work  honestly  and  continuous- 
ly as  may  be  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
tra  c  of  the  port  during  the  life  of  this  agree- 
ment. Any  employee  who  may,  during  the  life 
of  this  agreement,  without  good  and  suacient 
cause,  violate  this  undertaking,  shall  not  here- 
after have  any  claim  upon  the  consideration 
of  the  employers  or  his  fellow  employees,  nor 
shall  he  be  entitled  to  any  recognition  under 
this  or  future  agreements  of  the  same  charac- 
ter. 

7.  The  employers  accept  in  good  faith  the  un- 
dertakings of  the  employees  as  outlined  in  this 
agreement,  and  the  Labour  Bureau  will  be  ab- 
olished in  so  far  as  the  union  men  are  con- 
cerned, the  efforts  of  both  parties  to  the  agree- 
ment to  be  devoted  to  the  maintenance  of  most 
cordial  relations  between  employer  and  em- 
ployees. 

8.  The  men  and  their  leaders  undertake  to 
use  their  utmost  influence  that  no  man,  who 
has  ben  at  work  during  the  strike,  or  who  may 
be   subsequently  engaged,   shall   be   molested. 

9.  Employers  will  dismiss  or  refuse  employ- 
ment to  any  man  who  intimidates  or  uses 
threats  to  union  or  non-union  men. 

10.  No  agents  or  representatives  of  any  union 
shall  visit  the  ships  or  other  craft,  docks,  ware- 
houses, mills,  timber  yards,  or  other  places  of 
employment  while  the  men  are  at  work. 

11.  Foremen  and  others  in  authority,  who  may 
be  union  men,  shall  in  no  manner  discriminate 
against  non-union  men,  nor  shall  foremen  and 
others  in  authority,  who  may  be  non-union 
men,  discriminate  against  union  men,  on  pain 
of  immediate  dismissal. 


12.  Employees  having  a  contract  with  any 
steamship  company  or  firm  may  ac  any  time  lay 
an  alleged  grievance  before  the  company  or 
firm  in  question  with  a  view  to  having  tha  same 
adjusted. 

13.  The  wages  payable  by  the  employ eis  will 
be  as  follows  : — 

On  general  cargo  vessel — General  Cc-rgc,  25 
cents  per  hour  by  day,  and  SO  cents  by  night. 

Grain,  light  or  heavy — 25  cents  per  hour  by 
day,  and  30  cents  by  night. 

Coal  shovellers — 30  cents  per  hour  by  day  and 
night. 

Coal  and  all  other  labourers — 25  cents  per 
hour  by  day  and  night. 

Lumber — 25  cents  per  hour  by  day  and  night. 

Full  coal  cargoes — Shovellers,  35  cents  per 
hour  by  day  and  40  cents  per  hour  by  night. 

Stagemen — 35  cents  per  hour  by  day  and  night. 

All  other  labourers — 25  cents  per  hour  by  day 
and  night. 

Full  lumber  cargoes — Side  runners,  35  cents 
per  hour  by  day  and  night. 

All  other  labourers,  25  cents  per  hour  by  day 
and  27J  cents  per  hour  by  night. 

Midnight  suppers  to  be  provided  by  the  ship. 

Sunday  work,  double  time  to  be  paid. 

Quarter  hours  to  be  paid. 

Any  waiting  time  after  7  p.m.  to  be  paid  half 
rate,  and  only  to  count  from  time  ordered  out. 

Rigging,  unrigging,  and  all  changes  to  be  paid 
at  the  rate  of  25  cents  per  hour  by  day  and  night. 

14.  This  agreement  shall  remain  in  force  un- 
til one  month's  notice  in  writing  by  either  party 
has  been  given  to  the  other  of  a  desire  to  al*er 
or  amend  or  abrogate  the  schedule,  but  this 
notice  shall  not  be  given  between  the  months 
of  February  and  December  in   any  year. 

The  agreement  was  signed  by  representa- 
tives of  the  following  steamship  companies  : 
the  Allan  Line,  the  C.P.R.  Steamship  Co., 
the  Robert  Reford  Co.,  the  Dominion  Line, 
the  Leyland  Line,  the  Hamburg- American 
Line,  the  Canadian  Ocean  &  Inland  Line, 
Fumess,  Whithy  and  Co.,  F.  A.  Routh  & 
Co.,  McLean,  Kennedy  &  William  Peter- 
son (Ltd.),  and  by  representatives  of  the 
men. 


TRADE   DISPUTES   DURING   THE   MONTH   OF   MAY. 


THE  month  of  May  was  marked  by  a 
large  number  of  industrial  distur- 
bances, chiefly  confined  to  the  provin- 
ces of  Quebec,  Ontario  and  British  Col- 
umbia. The  longshoremen's  and  team- 
sters' strikes  at  Montreal,  for  exam- 
ple, by  causing  the  railways  to  refuse 
all  perishable  freight  destined  for  that  port 
during  the  first  half  of  the  month,  made 
the  effects  of  the  dispute  felt  in  many 
of  the  industrial  centres   of   Ontario   and 


Quebec.  In  Montreal,  Toronto,  Kingston 
and  Victoria,  B.C.,  also,  building  opera- 
tions were  greatly  reduced  by  strikes 
in  the  building  trades.  The  produc- 
tion of  coal  in  British  Columbia  was 
seriously  diminished  through  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  dispute  at  Ladysrnith, 
which  began  in  March,  and  by  a  sympa- 
thetic strike  at  Cumberland,  which  was  de- 
clared on  May  4th.  Although  the  strikes 
in   connection  with   the   Canadian  Pacific 
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K  airway  Company  and  the  Canada  Atan- 
tic  Railway  Company  were  reported  as  still 
in  existence,  no  new  developments  of  im- 
portance occurred  during  May. 

In  the  case  of  the  Canada  Atlantic  strike 
a  definite  refusal  to  arbitrate  the  differen- 
ces existing  between  the  company  and  its 
trackmen  was  received  by  the  Hon.  the 
Minister  of  Labour  on  May  26th,  in  reply 
to  an  offer  of  the  latter  to  place  the  friend- 
ly offices  of  the  Department  of  Labour  at 
the  disposal  of  the  parties  to  the  dispute.* 
Public  meetings  were  held  at  Spruce- 
dale  and  Renfrew  during  the  month,  and 
resolutions  passed  favouring  the  reference 
to  arbitration  of  the  matters  at  issue. 

A  feature  in  connection  with  the 
strikes  of  carpenters  at  Toronto,  Ont.,  and 
Victoria,  B.C.,  was  w^  refusal  of  mill 
owners  to  supply  wood  to  contractors  who 
agreed  to  the  demands  of  the  union.  In 
Toronto  charges  were  laid  against  eleven 
millmen,  or  wholesale  lumber  dealers,  in 
consequence,  on  the  ground  of  '  restraint 
of  trade.'  Many  carpenters  left  Victoria 
during  the  month,  finding  employment  in 
Vancouver,  Seattle  and  other  places. 

Analysis  of  Trade  Disputes  During  the 
month— Number  and  Magnitude. 

The  total  number  of  .important  dis- 
putes reported  to  the  department  as 
being  in  existence  during  the  month 
of  May  was  45.  Of  these  16  were  begun 
before  the  first  of  the  month  and  29 
after.  The  number  of  firms  involved 
were,,  approximately,  384,  and  the  num- 
ber of  employees  11,564.  Twenty-two 
disputes  were  settled  during  the  month 
and  one  lapsed,  the  men  obtaining  work 
elsewhere,  leaving  22  still  in  progress  on 
June  1st.     Of  those  that  were  terminated, 


*  In  the  Labour  Gazette  for  May,  it  was  stated 
that  the  pay  received  by  trackmen  employed  by 
the  company  was  $1.25  for  labourers,  and  $1.80 
for  foremen.  These  figures  should  have  read 
SI. 20  for  labourers  and  $1.75  for  foremen,  while 
$1.50  per  day  for  labourers  and  $2  per  day  for 
foremen  was  the  rate  asked  for.  On  April 
1,  an  increase  of  five  cents  per  day  was  granted 
to  the  men.  The  company  did  not  supply  light 
and  fuel  to  the  men  now  on  strike. 
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the  men  were  successful  in  7  cases,  the 
employers  in  6,  a  compromise  was  effected 
in  6,  in  one  the  men  returned  on  a  promise 
that  the  matter  in  dispute  would  be  settled 
by  negotiation,  and  in  one,  which  was  a 
sympathetic  strike,  no  changes  in  condi- 
tions were  conceded. 

Loss  of  time  in  working  days. — The  ap- 
proximate loss  of  time  in  working  days  by 
the  men  directly  affected  was  170,364.  As 
has  been  mentioned,  however,  in  previous 
numbers  of  the  Gazette,  this  time  has  not 
been  wholly  lost  to  the  community,  owing 
to  the  fact  that  in  many  cases  the  strikers 
obtained  other  employment.  The  figures, 
however,  represent  fairly  accurately  the 
effect  of  disputes  on  industrial  conditions, 
measured  by  the  time  lost  in  the  particular 
occupations  concerned. 

Trades  affected  hy  new  disputes. — The 
building  trades  were  concerned  in  seven| 
new  disputes,  the  woodworking  trades  in 
seven,  of  which  two  also  affected  building 
operations;  three  disputes  were  connected 
with  transportation,  two  with  street  pav- 
ing, three  with  iron  working,  and  there  was 
one  dispute  in  each  of  the  following  in- 
dustries, namely,  granite  cutting,  glass 
making,  coopering,  coal  mining,  cigar  mak- 
ing, carriage  making,  electric  working,  and 
the  manufacture  of  clothing. 

The  following  is  a  classification  of  the 

causes  of  the  new  disputes  reported  : — 

Demand  for  increase  of  wages 15 

and    shorter 

hours 6 

Demand  for  increase  of  wages  and  recogni- 

tiom  of  union 2 

Demand  for  shorter  hours 2 

Demand  for  recognition  of  union 1 

Demand   for   recognition   of  union  and  sym- 
pathy with  other  strikers 2 

Sympathy  with   other   strikers 1 

Demand    for   discharge    of   non-union    work- 
men    2 

Disputes  Commenced  Prior  to  the  Begin- 
ning of  the  Month. 

Of  the  disputes  which  commenced  prior 
to  May  1st,  the  following  were  settled  dur- 
ing the  month  :  Leather  workers  at  To- 
ronto, longshoremen  at  Montreal,  black- 
smiths at  Victoria,  railway  trackmen  at 
Windsor  and  cigarmakers  at  London.     A 
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strike  of  builders'  labourers  at  London^ 
Ont.,  lapsed,  the  men  all  securing  work 
-elsewhere  at  the  wages  which  they  had  de- 
manded. The  strike  of  longshoremen  at 
Montreal  is  treated  in  a  separate  article 
in  the  present  number  of  the  Gazette. 

Strike    of    Wood-machine    Workers    at 

Montreal. 

Although  the  difficulties  existing  be- 
tween carpenters  and  their  employers  in 
Montreal  were  satisfactorily  adjusted  on_ 
April  30th,  building  operations  were  still 
suspended  throughout  May,  on  account  of 
a  strike  of  wood-machine  workers,  who 
formed  a  branch  of  the  Union  of  Carpen- 
ters and  Joiners.  The  cause  of  the  strike 
was  the  refusal  of  employers  to  sign  an 
agreement  of  which  the  following  were  the 
terms  : — 

1.  Nine  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's  work, 
between  7  a.m.  and  5  p.m.,  or  54  hours  a  week. 

2.  The  minimum  rate  of  wages  shall  be  22^ 
cents  an  hour  for  regular  hours.  Time  and  a 
half  shall  be  paid  for  extra  work,  excepting  on 
Sundays,  New  Year's  Day,  Christmas  Day  and 
Labour  Day.  when  double  time  shalil  be  paid. 

3.  This  agreement  is  to  be  binding  for  one 
year.  Six  months'  notice  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  contract  shall  be  given 
by  either  party  of  any  change  in  the  contract. 

The  strike  was  declared  on  April  23rd, 
when  about  150  men  belonging  to  18  fac- 
tories were  called  out.  On  May  4th  the 
Association  of  Sash  and  Door  Manufac- 
turers passed  the  following  resolution  with 
reference  to  the  strike  : — 

As  it  is  known  to  the  members  of  this  asso- 
ciation that  some  of  our_  men  who  have  been 
called  out  on  strike  by  the  International  Union 
or  Brotherhood,  are  dissatisfied  with  the  exist- 
ing state  of  affairs  and  seem  anxious  to  return 
to  work,  we  make  them  the  following  offer  :  — 

A  minimum  wage  of  20  cents  per  hour  for 
bench  hands  and  competent  machine  hands  ; 
number  of  hours  of  work  to  be  agreed  upon. 

This  offer  was  refused  by  the  men,  and 
the  situation  remained  unchanged  during 
the  remainder  of  the  month  just  passed., 

New  Disputes. 

Among  the  more  important  of  the  new 
disputes  of  the  month  of  May  were  those 
of  teamsters,  street  railway  employees  and 
electrical  workers  in  Montreal,  and  of  car- 
penters in  Toronto.  A  brief  account  of. 
each  of  these  disputes  is  given  below. 


Strike  of  Teamsters  at  Montreal. 

During  ths  month  of  April,  it  became 
apparent  that  the  teamsters  employed  on 
the  Montreal  docks  were  unwilling  to  con- 
tinue to  work  there,  while  the  longshore- 
men's strike  remained  unsettled.  For  a 
time,  however,  trouble  was  averted  owing  to 
the  small  quantity  of  freight  that  was  being 
unshipped  at  the  wharfs.  On  May  4,  a  num- 
ber of  teamsters  were  suspended  for  refusing 
to  work  there,  and'on  the  same  day  a  gene- 
ral strike  was  declared  by  their  union.  The 
strike  was  therefore  primarily  a  sympathe- 
tic one,  but  shortly  afterwards  the  men 
presented  the  following  schedule  to  their 
employers,  as  an  additional  reason  for 
going  out  : — 

1.  The  masters  shall  agree  to  employ  none 
but  members  of  Local  No.  594,  T.D.I. U.,  or 
those  who  are  willing  to  become  members  after 
15  days'  employment. 

2.  No  discrimination  shall  be  made  against 
any  man  for  his  membership  of  the  union. 

3.  Ten  hours  shall  constitute  a  day's  work 
for  two-horse  driver.  All  over  ten  hours  shall 
be  deemed  as  overtime. 

4.  The  wages  shall  be  $1.75  per  ten  hours 
without  fraction  of  days. 

5.  $1.50  a  day  for  ten  hours'  work  shall  con- 
stitute a  single  driver's  pay. 

6.  All  overtime  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  cents  an  hour. 

7.  Time  shall  be  taken  from  the  time  the 
driver   leaves   the   barn   until   he   returns. 

8.  All  helpers  shall  have  the  same  wages  the 
drivers  receive. 

9.  The  stablemen  shall  get  $1.75  for  twelve 
hours'  work. 

10.  A  cause  for  dismissal  shall  be  drunkeness, 
dishonesty,  or  use  of  profane  or  abusive  lan- 
guage to  pa.trons  of  a  company. 

11.  No  driver  or  member  of  the  union  shall 
be  allowed  to  lose  any  unnecessary  time. 

12.  Any  grievances  arising  between  the  em- 
ployer and  the  employee,  such  as  breakages 
and  so  forth,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  grie- 
vance committee  and  he  to  have  a  fair  hearing. 

13.  Double  time  shall  be  paid  for  Sundays  an  1 
and  all  legal  holidays  from  12  o'clock  Satur- 
day night  until  12  o'clock  Sunday  night  ;  it  is 
further  agreed  it  shall  not  be  compulsory  on 
the  driver  to  work  on  Sundays  or  holidays. 

14.  All  transfer  drivers  shall  receive  fifteen 
cents  an  hour  from  7  a.m.,  until  12  p.m.;  from 
12  p.m.,  until  7  a.m.,  double  time  shall  be 
allowed. 

15.  No  driver  shall  be  discharged  without  a 
fair  hearing,  unless  covered  by  section  ten. 

16.  All  new  transfer  drivers  shall  be  given 
one  week  to  join  the  union. 

17.  The  agreement  to  be  in  force  until  May 
1.  1904.  and  shall  renew  itself  for  one  year,  un- 
less thirty  days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  either 
parties. 

About  twelve  companies  and  1,500  men 
were  affected  by  the  dispute.  One  firm 
came  to  terms  with  its  employees  immedia- 
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tely,  but  the  others,  while  expressing  their 
willingness  to  meet  their  own  men  at  any- 
time, refused  to  discuss  matters  with  offi- 
cers of  the  union,  and  consequently  no  ne- 
gotiations for  a  settlement  could  be  carried 
on.  The  companies  gradually  obtained 
new  men  to  fill  the  places  of  the  strikers, 
and  on  May  12,  stated  that  they  had  about 
25  per  cent  of  their  full  force  of  teamsters 
at  work.  On  May  16,  the  longshoremen's 
•dispute  had  been  in  the  meantime  settled, 
the  men  declared  the  strike  off  and  return- 
ed at  once  to  work,  the  employers  granting 
them  an  increase  in  wages  of  about  ten 
per  cent.  On  May  6,  the  original  strik- 
ers had  been  joined  by  150  coal  carters, 
who  belonged  to  another  branch  of  the 
teamsters'  union.  In  consequence,  the 
principal  dealers  in  Montreal  were  for  a 
time  unable  to  deliver  coal  to  their  cus- 
tomers. 

Strike  of  Montreal  Street  Railway  Em- 
ployees. 

For  the  second  time  during  the  present 
year,  a  strike  was  declared  on  May  23,  by 
employees  of  the  Montreal  Street  Railway 
Company.  The  dispute  also  effected  the 
Montreal  Park  Island  Railway  Company. 
The  men  complained  that  they  had  not  un- 
derstood the  agreement  with  the  company, 
which  they  had  accepted  after  the  strike 
in  February,  and  that  it  did  not  cover  all 
their  grievances.  On  May  19,  they  ac- 
cordingly submitted  new  demands  to  the 
president  of  the  company,  stating  that  they 
would  wait  until  Thursday,  the  21st  at 
noon  for  a  reply.  The  demands  made  by 
the  employees  were  as  follows  :— 

Terms  of  agreement  between  the  Montreal 
Street  Railway  Company,  of  the  first  part,  and 
the  Amalgamated  Association  of  Street  and 
Electric  Railway  Employees  of  America,  of  the 
second  part. 

Witnesseth  : 

That  all  business  arising  between  the  parties 
hereto  shall  be  transacted  by  the  properly  ac- 
credited officers  of  the  company  and  the  pro- 
perly accredited  officers  of  the  association. 

Section  1.  That  motormen  and  conductors 
shall  not  be  required  to  work  more  than  ten 
hours.  No  regular  man  shall  be  required  to 
do  extra  duty  so  long  as  a  spare  man  is  avail- 
able ;  and  the  company  shall  have  a  sufficient 
number  of  spares  as  required  at  all  times. 

<  2 


Section  2.  The  wages  of  motormen  and  con- 
ductors shall  be  :  for  the  first  year,  seventeen 
cents  (17  cents)  per  hour  ;  the  second  year, 
eighteen  cents  (18  cents)  per  hour  ;  the  third 
year,  twenty  cents  (20  cents)  per  hour.  All 
miotormen  in  charge  of  a  sweeper  shall  receive 
twenty-four  cents  (24  cents)  per  hour,  and 
twenty-two  cents  (22  cents)  per  hour  for  all 
others  working  on  same. 

Section  3.  All  road  inspectors  and  car  start- 
ers will  be  taken  among  the  ranks  of  motormen 
and  conductors  according  to  the  seniority  list, 
and  the  same  chosen  by  the  company's  ac- 
credited officers.  The  wages  shall  be  for  road 
car  starters,  sixty-five  ($65)  dollars  per  month, 
payable  every  two  weeks  ;  and  road  inspectors 
shall  receive  for  their  work  seventy-five  ($75) 
dollars  per  month,  payable  every  two  weeks, 
having  to  do  extra  work  without  compensation. 

Section  4.  The  wages  for  shopmen  shall  be 
as  folliows  :  Sweepers  and  cleaners,  fifteen 
cents  (15  cents)  per  hour  ;  trolley,  light  in- 
spectors and  shop  car  starters,  seventeen  cents 
(17  cents)  per  hour  ;  motor,  controller  and 
brakes  inspector  and  pitmen,  as  follows  :  First 
year,  seventeen  cents  (17  cents)  per  hour  ; 
second  year,  nineteen  cents  (19  cents)  per  hour; 
third  year,  twenty  cents  (20  cents)  per  hour. 
All  shopmen  are  required  to  work  overtime,  and 
Sundays  shall  be  paid  time  and  a -half. 

All  shopmen  shall  receive  a  free  pass  to 
their  work  and  back  to  their  homes  on  all 
cars  of  the  company  ;  the  company  to  have  the 
same  passes  as  they  see  fit. 

Section  5.  Hillmen  shall  receive  fifteen  cents 
per  hour  ;  signal  men,  eighteen  cents  per  hour. 

Section  6.  When  a  man  enters  the  employ 
of  the  company  he  shall  take  out  a  training 
card,  for  which  he  shall  pay  one  dollar.  After 
sixty  days  of  service,  if  satisfactory  to  ,>oth 
parties  of  this  agreement,  he  shall  pay  (me 
dollar  more  and  be  regularly  initiated,  which 
will  make  him  a  member  of  good  standing  in 
the  association. 

Section  7.  When  any  difficulty  arises  which 
cannot  be  amicably  adjusted  between  the 
proper  representatives  of  both  parties  of  this 
agreement,  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  a 
board  of  arbitration,  consisting  of  three  mem- 
bers ;  one  to  be  selected  by  the  comtpany,  one 
by  the  association,  and  the  two  thus  chosen 
shall  select  a  third.  Either  party  failing  to 
select  their  arbitrator  within  forty- eight  hours 
shall  forfeit  their  case.  The  decision  of  said 
board  of  arbitration  shall  be  final. 

Section  8.  All  motormen  and  conductors  and 
shopmen,  at  the  time  of  signing  this  agreement 
will  make  application  to  be  a  member  of  the 
said  association  within  thirty  days  of  the 
signature  of  this  agreement. 

Section  9.  When  a  spare  motormen  or  con- 
ductor, after  reporting  to  roll  call  at  5.30  a.m., 
and  having  no  work  will  be  paid  half  time, 
when  required  by  the  accredited  officer  of  the 
company  to  stay  in  the  office.  No  spare  an- 
swering the  5.30  roil  call  will  be  required  to 
answer  to  10  a.m.,  roll  call,  and  will  be  allowed 
to  work  on  the  afternoon  regulars  or  extras. 

Section  10.  All  mottormen  and  conductors, 
after  five  years'  service  in  and  for  the  com- 
pany, shall  receive  from  same  a  free  uniform 
every  year,  to  be  delivered  on  or  about  the 
first  of  May.  The  said  uniform  to  be  by  union 
men  an  I  to  have  the  union  label  on. 

The  same  with  a  uniform  overcoat  every 
year,  to  be  delivered  on  or  after  the  first  of 
October.  All  motormen  and  conductors  who 
tvill  have  five  years'  service  up  to  the  first  of 
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September   of   each,   year,   will   be   entitled     to 

free  uniform. 
.  Section  11.    All  officers  with  whom  the  mem- 

\      bers   or   officers   of   the     said    association   will 
x    have  an  understanding  or  discussion  shall  speak 

both  languages,  English  and  French. 

Section  12.  All  conductors  and  motermen  who 
will  be  required  to  report  when  relieved  away 
from  the  office,  will  be  paid  for  the  time  re- 
quired to  do  the  same. 

Section  13.  All  motormen,  conductors  and 
shopmen  who  will  accept  a  charge  in  the  said 
association,  and  such  requiring  his  time,  will 
be  allowed  by  the  company  to  keep  his  date 
on  the  road  or  shop  work. 

Section  14.  All  conductors  and  motormen  or 
any  employee  of  the  company  called  to  the 
office  on  a  false  report,  the  same  will  be  held 
responsible  for  the  time  lost. 

Section  15.  This  agreement  to  stand  one  year 
from  the  time  of  its  signature,  and  to  be  re- 
newed by  the  consent  of  both  parties  con- 
cerned. 

In  his  reply  to  these  demands,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Montreal  Street  Railway  Com- 
pany made  the  following  declaration  : — 

To  the  deputation  of  employees  that  waited 
on  me.  I  stated  that  the  company  would  live 
up  to  and  carry  out  the  agreement  made  with 
the  men  through  a  committee  of  the  city  coun- 
cil in  February  last,  also  that  the  company 
were  at  all  times  willing  to  meet  any  of  their 
employees  and  discuss  any  matters  of  differ- 
ences with  them,  and  that  if  there  should  be 
any  grievances  on  the  part  of  the  men  at  any 
time  that  they  should  submit  the  same  to  our 
superintendent  as  the  official  in  charge  of  their 
department  ;  failing  any  settlement  of  such 
matters  with  him.  that  I  would  promptly  take 
the  matter  up  with  them  and  him  and  decide 
on  the  same. 

I  understand  from  the  superintendent  that 
no  such  deputation  has  waited  on  him,  con- 
sequently I  do  not  see  what  action  I  can  take 
in  the  matter,  nor  do  I  understand  what  you 
want  to  arbitrate. 

At  midnight  of  May  22  the  men  held 
a  meeting  to  consider  the  reply  of  the  com- 
pany which  had  been  received,  and  a  vote 
by  ballot  resulted  in  favour  of  calling  a 
strike,  which  was  accordingly  declared  as 
soon  as  the  desire  of  the  meeting  was  ascer- 
tained. 

Notwithstanding  the  strike,  the'  street 
car  service  was  not  completely  stopped,  as 
there  were  many  applicants  for  the  vacant 
positions  from  the  beginning  of  the  trouble. 
A  few  of  the  former  motormen  and 
conductors  also  reported  for  duty  on 
the  morning  of  the  23rd,  and  under  the 
protection  of  police  continued  to  run  their 
cars.  In  order  to  avoid  disturbances  the 
company  did  not  attempt  to  continue  the 
service  at  night.     On  the  25th  about  forty 


cars  were  running  all  day.  Many  acts  of 
violence  were  committed  on  that  date,  and 
a  number  of  arrests  were  made.  The  com- 
pany succeeded  in  obtaining  a  large  num- 
ber of  new  men  to  replace  the  strikers,  and 
during  the  following  days  the  service 
steadily  improved.  Before  being  engaged 
all  applicants  had  to  sign  the  following' 
agreement  with  the  company  : — 

I  agree  to  submit  to  a  medical  examination 
by  the  company's  doctor. 

I  agree  to  work  under  instruction  on  trial, 
without  pay,  five  days  in  the  company's  shops, 
and  at  least  ten  days  on  such  of  its  cars  as 
I  may  be  assigned  to. 

I  understand  that  no  compensation  is  paid 
motormen  or  conductors  for  time  spent  by 
them  while  engaged  '  on  watch  '  (which  means 
waiting  at  any  designated  point  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  work)  but  that  wages  are  allowed 
only  for  service  rendered  while  actually  em- 
ployed on  the  company's  cars,  computed  at 
following  rates  : 

Seventeen  cents  per  hour  for  the  first  two 
years'  service  with  the  company,  eighteen 
cents  per  hour  thereafter. 

These  wages  are  satisfactory  to  me,  and  if 
employed,  I  agree  to  work  contentedly  and 
faithfully. 

I  further  agree  that  if  I  am  discharged,  or 
leave  the  company's  service  voluntarily,  at  any 
time  during  or  after  the  trial  period  above  re- 
ferred to.  I  shall  have  no  claim  against  the 
company  for  services  rendered  or  expenses  in- 
curred by  me  during  said  trial  period,  or  while 
performing  duty  '  on  watch '  as  above  ex- 
plained. 

I  agree  to  provide  myself  with  a  standard 
uniform  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  re- 
gulations of  the  said  company. 

I  also  pledge  myself  to  faithfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  position  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  and  to  strictly  comply  with  all  the 
rules  and  regulations  now  existing,  of  hereafter 
created.  I  also  agree  that  the  company  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  deduct  from  wages  due  me  at 
any  time  any  damage  I  may  cause  them,  or 
which  they  may  be  put  to  be  reason  of  any 
misconduct  or  negligence  on  my  part  :  the 
manager  or  superintendent  of  the  company  to 
be  the  sole  judge  as  to  whether  such  damage 
has  been  caused  by  my  misconduct  or  negli- 
gence, either  in  whole  or  in  part.  The  com- 
pany to  have  the  right  to  terminate  my  en- 
gagement at  any  time  without  notice. 

On  May  27th  the  mediation  of  the  mayor 
of  Montreal  was  sought  by  the  strikers, 
but  the  company  refused  his  offer,  stating 
that  there  was  no  occasion  for  availing 
themselves  of  it.  On  that  night  a  large 
number  of  the  strikers  withdrew  from  the, 
International  Union,  and  organized  an  in- 
dependent union.  These  men  declared  the 
strike  off,  and  reported  for  work  on  the 
following  morning.  On  May  2S  normal 
conditions    were    restored,    the    company 
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agreeing  to  abide  by  the  agreement  of 
February,  and  to  help  their  employees  to 
establish  a  benefit  society  of  their  own. 

Strike  of  Electrical  Workers  at  Mont- 
real. 

On  May  19,  contemporaneously  with 
the  demand  of  the  Montreal  Street  Railway 
employees,  the  Electrical  Workers'  Union 
also  sent  a  schedule  of  demands  to  the 
Montreal  Street  Eailway  Co.,  the  Mont- 
real Light,  Heat  and  Power  Co.,  and  the, 
Lachine  Eapids  Co.  The  schedule  of  the, 
electrical  workers  was  as  follows  : — 

Agreement  entered  .into  between  the  follow- 
ing, known  as  the  employer,  and  Local  182  of 
the  International  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers,  representing  the  Employees  : 

Do  agree — 

1.  That  the  following  agreement  shall  be  in 
force  for  one  year  beginning  May  1,  1903,  and 
ending  April  30,  1904. 

2.  The  employer  does  agree  to  employ  none 
but  members  of  the  I.B.E.W.,  when  such  mem- 
bers are  available. 

3.  The  following  scale  of  wages  shal  be  the 
minimum  rate  to  be  paid  as  hereinafter  set 
forth. 

4.  Switchboard  men  shall  receive  pay  at  the 
rate  of  $3  per  day,  eight  hours  to  constitute  a 
days'  work. 

5.  Dynamo  tenders  to  receive  pay  at  the  rate 
of  $2.50  per  day,  eight  hours  to  constitute  a 
day's  work. 

6.  Outside  construction  inspector  shall  receive 
pay  at  the  rate  of  $3  per  day,  ten  hours  to  con- 
stitute a  day's   work. 

7.  Inside  inspectors  shall  receive  pay  at  the 
rate  of  $2.50  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a 
day's  work. 

8.  Inside  wiremen  shall  receive  pay  at  the 
rate  of  $2  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a 
day's  work. 

9.  Gang  foremen  shall  receive  pay  at  the  rate 
of  $3  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a  day's 
work. 

10.  Linemen  shall  receive  pay  at  the  rate  of 
$2.50  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a  day's 
work. 

11.  Lamp   trimmers  shall   receive  pay  at  the 
Tate   of  $2  per  day,   ten  hours  to   constitute   a 

day's  work. 

12.  Patrol  men  shall  receive  pay  at  the  rate 
of  $2.50  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a  day's 
work. 

13.  Ground  men  shall  receive  pay  at  the  rate 
of  $1.75  per  day,  ten  hours  to  constitute  a  day's 
work. 

All  overtime  shall  be  paid  at  the  rate  of 
time  and  a  half.  Sundays  and  legal  holidays 
shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  double  time. 


It  is  further  conceded  that  linemen  shall  sup- 
ply for  their  own  use  the  following  tools  :  One 
pair  of  spurs  and  straps,  one  pair  of  8-inch 
pliers,  and  one  pair  of  connectors.  Inside  wire- 
men  shall  supply  ordinary  kit  for  concealed 
work,  not  including  pipe  work. 

It  is  further  conceded  that  Local  182  will 
supply  certified  workmen,  when  required  to  do 
so,  if  available,  and  also  will  not  uphold  any 
man  who  from  the  effects  of  intoxicants  en- 
dangers himself  or  others,  or  is  not  capable  of 
performing  the  duties  required  of  him. 

The  above  demands  were  refused  by  the 
companies  interested,  and,  after  a  vote 
taken  on  May  22  at  midnight,  a  strike 
was  formally  declared  by  the  electrical 
workers  and  took  effect  simultaneously 
with  the  strike  of  the  street  railway  em- 
ployees. Notwithstanding  the  strike,  how- 
ever, the  companies  succeeded  in  main- 
taining the  supply  of  electric  power,  and 
were  not  materially  inconvenienced.  The 
situation  was  unchanged  at  the  end  of  the 
month,  no  further  events  of  importance 
having  occurred. 

Strike    of    Carpenters    and    Joiners    at 

Toronto. 

In  February  the  carpenters  and  joiners 
of  Toronto  made  a  demand  for  an  increase 
of  wages  from  30  to  35  cents  an  hour,  the 
new  scale  to  take  effect  on  May  1.  The 
employers  offered  to  pay  32^  cents  per  hour 
for  the  current  year,  and  35  cents  nexfv 
year.  At  a  joint  meeting  of  the  two  car- 
penters' unions  in  Toronto  this  offer  was 
rejected,  and  a  strike  was  declared  on  May 
1st,  which  was  not  concluded  at  the  end  of 
the  month.  Over  a  thousand  men  were  at 
first  concerned  in  the  strike,  but  several 
independent  contractors  agreed  to  the 
terms  asked,  and  permits  to  return  to  work 
were  issued  to  their  employees.  The  num- 
ber was  thus  reduced  to  about  725. 

The  table  published  herewith  is  a  com- 
pilation of  the  trade  disputes  of  the  Do- 
minion of  Canada  which  began  or  were  in 
continuance  during  the  month  of  May, 
and  which  had  been  reported  to  the  depart* 
ment. 
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GOVERNMENT  CONTRACTS  FOR  THE  MONTH  OF  MAY. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  contracts  awarded  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works,  and  which  received  the  signature  of  both  parties  to  them,  during  the  month 
of  May,  together  with  a  minimum  rate  of  wages  to  be  paid  to  the  labourers  engaged 
upon  the  work,  as  set  forth  in  the  '  fair  wages '  schedule  inserted  in  each  contract  : 

Alterations  and  additions  to  Post  Office  Building  at  Berlin,  Ont.  Date  of  con- 
tract, 13th  May,  1903.     Amount  of  contract,  $7,316.00. 


Trade  or  Class  of  Labour. 


Masons 

Bricklayers 

Stonescutters 

Ordinary  labourers 

Carpenters 

Painters 

Plumbers 

Steamfitters 

Tinsmiths 

Driver  with  one  horse  and  cart.... 
Driver  with  two  horses  and  wagon 
Plasterers 


Rate  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following 


$0.35  per 

hour  per  day  of  "9 

hours. 

0.35 

CC                             t 

9 

.<< 

0.35 

tt                       ( 

9 

<< 

0.18 

<<                       ( 

10 

<« 

0.22| 

<(                       « 

10 

<< 

0.20 

<<                       < 

10 

<< 

0.20 

'      •       10 

<< 

0.20 

10 

(< 

0.20 

10 

<< 

0.20 

10 

<( 

0.30 

10 

<< 

0.35 

9 

<< 

Construction  of  a  post  office  building  at  Toronto  Junction,  Ont.     Date  of  contract, 
May  29,  1903.     Amount  of  contract,  $23,450. 

FAIR  WAGES  SCHEDULE. 


Trade  or  Class  Labour. 


Contractor's  foreman  mason.... 
Contractor's  foreman  bricklayer 
Contractor's  foreman  carpenter 

Carpenters 

Joiners 

Stair  builders 

Stonecutters 

Masons 

Bricklayers 

Plasterers 

Plasterers'  labourers 

Sheet  metal  workers 

Metal  roofers .... 

Structural  iron  workers 

Painters  and  glaziers 

Paperhangers 

Plumbers 

Steamfitters 

Gasfitters 

Electricians 

Electrical  linemen 

Blacksmiths 

Lathers 

Builders'  labourers 

Ordinary  labourers 

Driver,  horse  and  cart 

Driver,  2  horses  and  wagon 

Driver  and  1  horse 

Driver  and  2  horses 

Timekeepers .. 


Rates  of  Wages. 
Not  less  than  the  following  rate 


$3  75  per  day  of  8  hours. 


4 
:: 


00 
25 


8 

S 


0  30  per  hour  of  8  hours  per  day. 

0  35     "     8 

0  35     "     8 

0  48     "     8 

0  41     "     8 

0  45     "     8 

0  38     "     8 

0  25     "  9 

0  27|     "     9 

9 

9 

8 

8 

8 

8 

8 
10 
10 

8 

8 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

9 

8 


0  27J 

0  25 
0  30 
0  30 
0  35 
0  30 
0  25 
0  17| 
0  17| 
0  32 
0  25 
0  18 
0  35 
0  50 
0  35 
0  50 
0  22| 
0  35 
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ENFORCEMENT    OF    FAIR    WAGES    RESOLUTION    BY    POST    OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT,  MAY,  1903. 


During  the  month  of  May  the  following 
orders  were  given  by  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment for  the  supplies  below  mentioned. 
All  were  given  subject  to  the  regulations 
for  the  suppression  of  the  sweating  system, 
and  securing  payment  to  the  working  men 
and  women  of  fair  wages,  and  the  perform- 
ance of  the  work  under  proper  sanitary 
conditions  : — 


Nature  of  Order. 


Making  and  repairing  metal  dating  and 
other  hand  stamps ;  also  type  and 
brass  crown  seals 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


$       cts. 


443  69 


Nature  of  Order. 


Amount 

of 
Order. 


Making    and    repairing  rubber  dating 

and  other  hand  stamps  and  type 28  45 

Supplying  stamping  material,  inclusive 
of  making  and   repairing  pads,  also 

wooden  boxes  and  stamping  ink 559  73 

Repairing  post  office  scales 3  50 

Supplying  mail  bags 1,079  25 

Repairing  mail  bags 905  08 

Repairing  mail  locks  and  supplying  mail 

bag  fittings 49  50 

Making  parcel  receptacles  and  repairing 
letter  boxes  and  railway  mail  clerks' 

tin  travelling  boxes 2,551  00 

Miscellaneous  orders  for  making  and  re- 
pairing postal  stores 39 

Making  up  and  supplying  articles  of 

official  uniform 2,514  25 


UNIONS  FORMED  DURING  MAY,  1903. 

The  Department  has  received  notice  of     Ontario — 
the  following  organizations  as  having  been 
formed  during  the  month  of  May,  1903  : — 
New  Brunswick — 

St.  John — Sheet  iron  workers. 

Electrical  workers  and  line- 
men. 


a 


Quebec — 

Montreal — Independent  Union  of  Street 
Railway   Employes. 

Montreal — Tanners   and   corroyeurs. 

Ste.  Anne  de  la  Perade,  Que. — Electri- 
cians. 

Sherbrooke — Boilermakers. 
"  Plumbers. 

St.  Anne  de  Bellevue — Carpenters. 


Brampton — Threshers'    Association. 
Hamilton — Upholsterers. 

"  Baggage  and  Freight  Hand- 

lers. 

"  Threshers'    Association. 

London — Stonecutters. 
Newmarket — Threshers'  Associatt  >n . 
Ottawa — Electricians. 
Smithville — Threshers'  Association  i . 
Toronto — Team  Drivers. 
Woodstock — Barbers. 
Woodbridge — Threshers'   Association. 

Manitoba — 

Winnipeg — Barbers. 

British   Columbia — 

Vancouver — Upholsterers. 

Victoria — Building  Trades  Council. 


REPORTS  OF  DEPARTMENTS  AND  BUREAUS. 


The  following  reports  of  departments 
and  bureaus  were  received  at  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labour  during  May,  1903. 

ONTARIO   REPORTS. 

Dairymen's  Associations. 

Annual  Reports  of  the  Dairymen's  Associa- 
tions of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  1902.  King's 
Printer,  Toronto.    224  pages. 


The  reports  of  the  Dairymen's  Associa- 
tions of  Western  and  Eastern  Ontario  for 
1902  contain  a  number  of  instructive  pa- 
pers on  the  butter  and  cheese  industries. 
Very  great  advances  in  dairying  have  been 
made  in  recent  years  in  Canada,  and  the 
export  trade  in  these  products  has  reached 
large  proportions.    In  1902,  2,500,000  boa 
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of  Canadian  cheese,  representing  a  revenue 
of  $21,000,000  were  sold  in  Great  Britain, 
being  68  per  cent  of  all  the  cheese  imported 
into  that  country.  In  the  same  year  over 
600,000  packages  of  butter,  bringing  in  a 
revenue  of  $9,000,000  were  sold  in  Great 
Britain.  The  exports  of  bacon,  largely  a 
by-product  of  the  dairy  industry,  were  about 
$15,000,000.  About  $5,000,000  more  we^e 
received  for  butter  and  cheese  in  1902,  than 
in  the  previous  year.  In  an  appendix  to 
the  reports  an  account  is  given  of  the  dairy 
schools  of  the  province.  Of  these  there 
are  three,  the  Ontario  Agricultural  Col- 
lege Dairy  School,  the  Eastern  Dairy 
School  at  Kingston,  and  the  Western 
Dairy  School  at  Strathroy.  The  numbers 
taking  courses  in  these  institutions,  it  is 
stated,  are  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
and  the  graduates  find  no  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining good  positions  in  cheese  and  butter 
factories,  as  there  is  a  steady  demand  for 
first  class  men. 

Crown  Lands. 

Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands 
of  the  Province  of  Ontario  for  the  year  1902. 
King's  Printer,  Toronto.     80  pages. 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Crown  Lands  of  Ontario  for  1902  shows 
the  progress  made  during  the  past  year 
in  the  more  newly  settled  portions  of  the 
province.  There  were  sold  for  agricultural 
purposes  66,868  acres  of  crown  lands,  ag- 
gregating in  value  $44,913.67,  and  for  min- 
ing purposes  3,985  acres,  the  value  of 
which  was  $8,202.52.  There  was  a  large 
influx  of  settlers,  the  greatest  number  of 
whom  went  to  the  Temiscaming  and  Rainy 
River  districts.  Many  also  settled  in  the 
region  west  of  North  Bay,  arid  along  the 
shores  of  Lake  Huron.  In  the  Temiscam- 
ing district  about  1,400  locations  for  farm- 
ing purposes  were  taken  up,  which  repre- 
sented 224,000  acres.  The  increase  of 
population  in  that  region  through  settle- 
ment is  estimated  at  from  3,000  to  3,500 
souls.  In  the  Rainy  River  district  about 
500  heads  of  families  took  up  land. 

The  mineral  industry  of  the  province 
made  substantial  progress  in  1902,  the  out- 


put of  iron,  copper  ?md  nickel  being  con- 
siderably greater  than  in  any  previous^ 
year.  The  production  of  nickel  was  5,945 
tons,  valued  at  $2,210,961 ;  of  copper,  4,932 
tons,  worth  $686,043,  and  of  iron  359,286 
tons,  worth  $518,445.  The  production  of 
pig  iron  during  1902  was  112,667  tons, 
valued  at  $1,683,051,  and  of  steel,  68,802 
tons,  valued  at  $1,610,931.  The  pulp  in- 
dustry, it  is  stated,  shows  signs  of  rapid 
development.  One  company  was  in  opera- 
tion continuously  during  the  year,  and 
mills  are  being  erected  by  three  others. 
One  new  concession  was  granted  to  a  pulp 
company  in  the  Rainy  River  district  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

Thirty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of 
Prisons  and  Reformatories  of  the  Province  of 
Ontario  for  the  year  ending  30th  September, 
1902.     King's  Printer,  Toronto.     99  pages. 

In  his  annual  report  for  1902,  the 
Inspector  of  Prisons  for  Ontario  states 
that  the  number  of  committals  during  the 
year  was  8,280,  being  286  less  than  in  1901, 
and  the  lowest  number,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years,  since  1873.  Of  the  total 
number  of  committals,  7,066  were  men,  and 
1,214  were  women.  There  were  among  them 
216  boys  and  15  girls  under  sixteen  years 
of  age,  a  large  decrease  compared  with 
previous  years.  Some  2,674  were  com- 
mitted for  drunkeness  and  4,597  for 
crimes  against  public  order  and  peace. 
About  6,983  could  read  and  write,  and 
1,297  were  illiterate.  The  decrease  in 
crime  is  attributed  to  the  prevailing  pros- 
perity. A  number  of  recommendations. 
are  made  in  the  report,  of  which  the  prin- 
ciple ones  are  that  the  prisons  should  be 
made  more  self-supporting,  and  that  the 
practice  of  sending  the  insane,  idiots  and 
imbeciles  to  gaol  be  discontinued. 

Children's  Aid  Societies. 

Tenth  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Neg- 
lected and  Dependent  Children  of  Ontario  for 
1902.    King's  Printer,  Toronto.    119  pages. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  juvenile 
offenders  in  Ontario,  referred  to  in  the 
report    of   the    Inspector    of    Prisons    and 
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Reformatories,  which  is  reviewed  above,  is 
largely  due  to  the  work  of  the  Children's 
Aid  societies  throughout  the  province. 
During  the  past  year  the  twenty-five 
children's  societies  in  existence  investi- 
gated about  three  thousand  complaints  of 
neglect,  destitution,  homelessness  or  ill- 
treatment.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-three 
children  were  placed  in  foster  homes,  mak- 
ing a  -total  in  ten  years  of  1791  sent  to 
foster  homes  and  over  two  hundred  to 
orphanages.  Recommendations  are  made 
in  the  report  for  the  establishment  of  pre- 
paratory training  schools,  the  prohibiting 
of  boys  under  sixteen  attending  low  class 
theatres,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the 
practice  of  sending  children  to  gaol.  There 
were  1,256  children  received  from  Eng- 
land in  1902,  and  placed  in  homes  and 
situations  in  Ontario.  Nearly  all  of  them 
are  said  to  be  doing  well.  Eight  cases  of 
cruelty  to  boys  brought  out  from  England 
were  reported,  and  only  two  serious  offen- 
ces were  committed  during  the  year  by 
these  juvenile  immigrants. 

UNITED   STATES   REPORTS. 
Ohio  Labour  Statistics. 

Twenty-sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labor  Statistics  of  the  State  of  Ohio  for  the 
year  1902. 

The  report  of  the  Ohio  Bureau  of  La- 
bour Statistics  for  1902  is  divided  into 
nine  parts.  In  addition  to  giving  general 
statistics  of  the  manufactures  of  the  State, 
and  more  detailed  figures  of  some  of  the 
more  important  industries,  it  contains  a 
summary  of  the  labour  laws  and  recent  le- 
gal decisions  of  Ohio,  particulars  with  re- 
gard to  women  workers,  reports  of  the  Free 
Public  Employment  offices,  and  a  chron- 
ology of  all  the  labour  bureaus  in  the 
United  States. 

Among  the  labour  laws  of  Ohio,  which 
were  enacted  in  1902,  the  following  are 
of  more  or  less  general  interest  :  An  Act 
enabling  certain  mechanics  to  obtain  a 
lien  on  property,  of  their  employers  for 
wages  due,  Acts  requiring  the  employment 
of  full  crews  for  the  running  of  passenger 
and  freight  trains,  and  Act  legalizing  and 


protecting  the  use  of  the  union  label,  and 
an  Act  providing  for  compulsory  educa- 
tion for  all  children  under  fourteen  years 
of  age. 

A  legal  decision  was  delivered  in  1902, 
declaring  unconstitutional  an  act  of  the 
legislature  providing  for  an  eight-hour  day 
for  all  workingmen  engaged  on  public 
works. 

There  are  five  free  employment  bureaus 
in  the  State,  situated  at  Cleveland,  Col- 
umbus, Cincinnati,  Dayton,  and  Toledo. 
In  1902,  16,157  applications  for  situations 
from  men  were  received,  and  10,811  from 
women.  There  were  17,974  men  wanted 
by  employers,  and  positions  were  found  for 
12,314.  Ther,e  were  18,639  applications  for 
female  help,  and  9,114  positions  were  se- 
cured. 

Industrial  Statistics  of  Michigan. 

Twentieth  Annual  Report  of  the  Bureau  of 
Labour  and  Industrial  Statistics,  including  the 
Tenth  Annual  Report  of  State  Inspection  of 
Factories  of  Michigan.  State  Printers,  Lansing. 
554  pages. 

The  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Labour  of 
Michigan  is  devoted  largely  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  factories  and  other  places  of  busi- 
ness, and  the  enforcement  of  laws  and 
regulations  concerning  the  protection  of 
employees.  The  first  fourteen  chapters  of 
the  report  for  the  year  1902,  covering  319 
pages,  contain  a  detailed  account  of  the 
work  of  the  inspectors  for  that  year.  In 
addition  to  factories,  stores,  hotels,  and 
,  tenement  houses  are  also  inspected,  and 
(here  is  a  woman  inspector  to  protect  the 
interests  of  female  wage  earners.  The  re- 
ports of  these  officials,  including  an  analy- 
sis of  their  work,  and  a  review  of  factory 
inspection  in  Michigan,  are  contained  in 
chapters  one  to  fourteen  of  the  Annual 
Report.  Chapter  fifteen  is  devoted  to  the 
question  of  the  cost  of  living,  and  rates  of 
wages.  Statistics  are  produced  showing 
that  the  cost  of  living  in  the  United  States 
increased  over  30  per  cent  between  1S9  7  and 
1902,  and  between  1S90  and  1900  the  rate 
of  wages  decreased  1J  per  cent.  During 
the  past  five  years,  however,  the  more  steady 
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employment,  and  the  increased  demand  for 
woman  and  child  labour  have  to  some  ex- 
tent offset  the  decreased  earnings  of  the 
men,  and  the  advance  in  wholesale  prices 
of  necessaries  has  not  always  been  accom- 
panied by  a  corresponding  advance  in  re- 
tail prices. 

Conciliation  and  Arbitration  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Conciliation  and  Arbitration  for  the 
year  ending  December  31st,  1902,  Boston  Wright 
and  Potter  Printing  Company,  State  Printers. 
331  pages. 

The  bulk  of  this  report,  which  is  the 
seventeenth  issued  by  the  State  Board  of 
Arbitration  in  Massachusetts,  is  made  up  of 
detailed  statements  relating  to  the  various 
cases  in  which  the  board  took  action  dur- 
ing the  year  covered  by  the  report  The 
work  of  the  board,  it  is  stated  in  the  pre- 


face, may  in  general  be  classified  under 
three  heads,  relating,  1st,  to  the  formation 
of  trade  agreements  or  collective  bargain- 
ing, 2nd,  to  arbitration  cases,  and,  3rd,  to 
conciliation  cases.  The  board  has  done  all 
in  its  power  to  foster  the  tendency  towards 
collective  bargaining  between  employers 
and  employees  relating  to  wages,  hours, 
and  conditions  of  labour.  It  is  admitted 
that  much  of  the  work  in  this  direction  is 
as  yet  clumsy  and  crude,  but  it  is  believed 
that  this  forms  the  best  substitute  yet  pre- 
sented for  strikes  and  lock-outs.  The  ten- 
dency to  arbitrate  differences  rather  than 
to  settle  them  by  strikes  was  manifest  in 
Massachusetts  during  the  year  covered.  A 
valuable  feature  of  the  volume  is  in  the 
form  of  an  appendix,  in  which  the  various 
provisions  of  the  law  for  the  appointment 
of  boards  of  conciliation  in  the  various 
states  of  the  union  are  re-printed. 


RECENT  LEGAL  DECISIONS  AFFECTING  LABOUR. 


QUEBEC   CASES. 

Action  by  Tutor  of  Minor  Child. 

--  boy  was  engaged  in  crushing  ammonia, 
which  was  done  by  a  machine  worked  by 
steam.  In  the  course  of  this  employment 
he  dropped  a  piece  of  cardboard  on  the 
rollers,  and  in  attempting  to  pick  it  up  he 
slipped,  and  both  his  hands  were  caught 
and  crushed  between  the  rollers.  His 
molher  sued  his  employers  for  $1,999.99 
damages,  claiming  that  the  machine  was  of 
a  dangerous  nature,  and  that  that  had 
caused  the  accident.  The  employers,  on 
the  other  hand,  alleged  that  it  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  negligence  of  the  boy  himself. 
Another  suggestion  was  that  the  boy  would 
not  have  fallen  if  the  floor  had  not  been 
slippery. 

Upon  the  evidence,  the  Court  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  machine  was  not  de- 
fective, but  that  the  boy  was   careless   in 


using  it.  It  was  pointed  out  that  all  ma- 
chinery is  dangerous  if  carelessly  hand- 
led, and  that  those  using  it  must  them- 
selves exercise  reasonable  care,  or  bear  the 
consequences.  It  was  also  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  the  boy  had 
been  warned  not  to  put  his  hands  near  the 
rollers,  and,  also  that  if  the  floor  was  slip- 
pery it  was  the  fault  of  the  boy  himself, 
as  it  was  his  duty  to  keep  it  perfectly 
swept.  The  case  was,  therefore,  dismissed 
with  costs. 

(Poirier  vs.  Lang  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. Judgment  by  Mr.  Justice  Lavergne 
in  the  Superior  Court  at  Montreal.) 

Action  by  Longshoreman. 

T.  was  employed  with  a  number  of  other 
men  in  loading  a  steamship  with  grain. 
In  the  course  of  this  work  he  met  with  an 
accident,  which,  he  alleged,  occurred  in  the 
folllowing  manner :    The  rope  attached  to 
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the  hoisting  pulley  having  been  spliced 
caught  in  the  pulley,  and'  left  the  hoist 
suspended  over  the  hatch.  The  foreman 
sent  T.  to  the  upper  deck  to  draw  over  the 
rope.  When  he  reached  the  deck  he  used 
a  line  to  lassoo  it,  and  in  doing  so  he  fell 
into  the  hatchway  and  went  to  the  bottom 
of  the  vessel,  a  distance  of  about  45  feet, 
breaking  his  arm  and  suffering  other  in- 
juries. T.  also  claimed  that  there  was  no 
railing  around  the  hatchway,  and  that, 
through  the  negligence  of  his  employers 
and  their  foreman  he  had  been  disabled  for 
life.  He  therefore  asked  for  $4,000  dam- 
ages. 

The  employers  contended  that  the  acci- 
dent occurred  through  the  negligence  of 
T.  himself.  They  established  that,  al- 
though the  railing  for  the  hatch  was  not 
up,  it  was  there  permanently  attached  to 
the  end  of  the  hatch,  and  that  all  that  T. 
had  to  do  was  to  lift  it  up  and  put  it  in 
its  place  before  attempting  to  lassoo  the 
rope.  T.  himself  admitted  that  he  forgot 
to  do  this. 

Under  the  circumstances,  the  Court  held 
that  T.  was  alone  to  blame  for  the  injuries 
he  had  received,  and  which,  according  to 
medical  testimony,  were  not  of  a  serious 
nature.  The  case  was  therefore  dismissed 
with  costs. 

(Tessier  vs.  Miles  et  ah  Judgment  given 
in  the  Superior  Court  at  Montreal. 

ONTAEIO  CASES. 

Judgment   Reversed   in   Favour   of 
Employee. 

B.  had  been  employed  for  some  years  in 
working  a  derrick  used  by  his  employer  for 
hoisting  coal  out  of  a  vessel  on  the  St. 
Lawrence  river,  and  loading  it  upon  cars. 
While  going  down  the  ladder  he  was  struck 
on  the  head  and  killed  by  a  piece  of  coal 
which  fell  from  some  part  of  the  derrick. 

B's  widow  sued  his  employers  for  dam- 
ages, on  the  ground  that  the  accident  was 
caused  by  their  negligence.    The  trial  judge 


held  that  the  fact  that  this  derrick  had 
been  working  for  15  years  with  the  same 
appliances  and  in  the  same  condition,  and 
that  during  that  time  no  coal  had  fallen 
over  the  platform  until  the  fall  of  the 
piece  by  which  B.  was  killed,  negatived  any 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  employers 
with  respect  to  the  condition  of  the  derrick. 
He  therefore  dismissed  the  action. 

The  widow  appealed  from  this  judgment, 
and  a  higher  court  held  that  these  facts  did 
not,  in  themselves,  negative  negligence.  It 
also  heli'  that  there  was  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  employers  of  another  nature  the 
court  stating  the  same  in  the  following 
words  :  The  opening  in  the  platform 
through  which  the  coal  was  shot  from  the 
upper  into  the  lov.vr  one  was  marked  and 
scored  all  around  its  edges  by  the  coal 
striking  as  it  passed  down  ;  and  witnesses 
for  defendants  also  stated  that  pieces  of 
coal  occasionally  escaped  on  to  the  plat- 
form, instead  of  passing  through  the  open- 
ing, although  they  said  the  pieces  were  not 
large.  Now,  the  edge  of  the  platform  was 
only  3  feet  9  inches  from  the  nearest  edge 
of  the  opening,  and  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  a  piece  of  coal  which  had  escaped 
to  the  platform  in  falling  from  the  hoper 
from  rolling  over  the  edge  of  the  platform 
if  it  rolled  that  far.  The  facts,  it  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  put  defendants  into  this  diffi- 
culty. If  the  derrick  was  safe  with  ordi- 
nary care  on  the  part  of  defendants  or  their 
servants  for  which  defendants  are  liable. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  coal  was  liable  to 
escape  even  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
defendants  were  negligent  in  not  having  a 
fence  along  the  edge  of  the  platform  to 
prevent  it  from  falling  down. 

The  appeal  was  therefore  allowed  with 
costs  and  judgment  given  for  $1,000  in 
favour  of  B.'s  widow. 

(Bisnaw  vs.  Shields.  Judgment  of  a  Di- 
vision Court  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice 
for  Ontario,  given  at  Toronto,  27th  April, 
1903.) 
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Employers'  Responsibility  for  Defective 
Machinery. 

T.  was  injured  by  the  falling  of  the 
elevator  which  he  was  rising  in  the  course  of 
his  daily  work.  He  sued  his  employers  for 
damages  alleging  that  they  were  liable  for 
the  accident,  because  the  elevator  was  un- 
safe and  because  that  fact  was  known  to 
their  manager.  It  was  proved  that  a  ma- 
chinist who  had  repaired  part  of  the  ma- 
chine at  the  establishment  had  found  some 
time  before  that  that  part,  which  ran  the 
elevator  was  "  chattering,"  which  ran  the 
opinion  showed  that  the  machinery  was 
worn  out.  A  year  prior  to  the  accident  he 
informed  the  then  manager  of  the  fact  ;  the 
next  manager  that  the  pinion  gear  and  the 
driving  gear  has  connected  with  the  eleva- 


tor machinery  was  worn  out  and  should  be 
renewed.  The  machinist  also  stated  that  in 
his  opinion  the  chattering  caused  the  key 
to  come  out.  It  was  also  proved  that  the 
elevator  had  been  in  use  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  that  the  life  of  such  an  elevator 
was  from  ten  to  twelve  years. 

At  the  trial  the  jury  Was  asked,  amongst 
other  questions,  what  in  their  opinion  had 
caused  the  falling  of  the  key.  They,  replied 
'  vibration  and  general  dilapidation  of  the 
running  gear.' 

Upon  this  answer  the  court  gave  T.  pay- 
ment for  $3,150. 

(Traplin  vs.  Canadian  Woollen  Mills, 
Limited.  Judgment  given  at  Toronto  by 
Mr.  Justice  MacMahon,  16th  April,  1903.) 
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